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artiiiciany  made  for  manufacturing  purposes,  and  oc- 
cupying altogether  about  three  hundred  and  seventy 
acres.  The  two  largest  streams  are  Leach's  Stream, 
once  called  Mulberry  Meadow  Brook,  in  the  west 
part,  and  Queset  River,  which  is  in  the  northeastern 
part,  and  on  which  stand  the  Ames  Shovel- Works. 
The  soil  is  not  above  the  average  quality  for  this 
section.  Wise  management  and  hard  work  are 
needed  to  make  farming  pay  even  a  small  profit 

The  population  of  Easton  is  about  four  thousand. 
At  the  census  of  1880  it  was  precisely  three  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  one.  Easton  Centre  is  twenty-four 
miles  south  of  Boston,  twelve  north  of  Taunton, 
and  twenty-seven  north  of  Fall  River.  It  is  twenty- 
two  miles  from  the  sea-shore  in  a  direct  line.  It  is  on 
the  Old  Colony  Railroad,  on  the  main  line  from 
Boston  to  Fall  River  and  Newport,  and  has  two  rail- 
road stations.  It  has  three  villages,  each  with  a 
post-office.  The  principal  village  is  North  Easton, 
which  contained  a  population  of  two  thousand  one 
hundred  and  fifty-six  in  1880,  considerably  over 
half  of  the  whole  population  of  the  town.  The 
other  villages  are  Easton,  or  the  Furnace  village,  and 
South  Easton.  The  chief  industry  of  North  Easton, 
the  industry  in  fact  which  has  built  up  this  village, 
is  shovel-making.  Another  important  business  here 
is  the  manufacture  of  hinges.  There  are  two  boot- 
and  shoe-factories,  and  the  New  England  Specialty 
Company,  which  manufactures  screw-drivers  and  a 
variety  of  similar  articles.  There  are  also  twelve 
stores,  including  markets,  drug-store,  etc.  South 
Easton  has  the  cotton-thread  factory  of  E.  J.  W. 
Morse  &  Co.,  a  grist-mill,  machine-shop,  two  shoe- 
factories,  a  wheelwright-shop,  and  two  stores.  The 
Furnace  Village  (post-office  address,  Easton)  has 
two  foundries  or  furnaces,  two  saw-mills,  and  two 
stores.  In  the  southeast  part  of  the  town  mathe- 
matical and  scientific  instruments  are  manufactured. 
These  is  also  a  small  grist-mill  in  the  west  part, 
and  one  in  the  northeast  part.  All  these  industries 
of  the  town  are  merely  alluded  to  here;  they  will 
be  more  particularly  described  farther  on. 

North  Easton  village  presents  mflny  points  of 
special  interest  and  attraction.  There  are  several 
costly  and  other  handsome  dwelling-houses,  among 
which  may  be  mentioned  those  of  F.  L.  Ames,  Oliver 
Ames,  Oakes  A.  Ames,  Mrs.  Oliver  Ames,  E.  W.  Gil- 
more,  George  W.  Kennedy,  and  Unity  Church  par- 
sonage. The  residences  of  F.  L.  Ames  and  Oliver 
Ames  are  within  a  large  and  beautiful  park,  which  is 
open  to  the  public  for  driving  and  walking,  a  privi- 
lege that  is  highly  appreciated.  An  immense  green- 
house filled  with  rare  and  costly  plants,  and  contain- 
ing a  collection  of  orchids  hardly  second  to  any  in 
the  United  States,  forms  a  great  attraction.  At  one 
of  the  entrances  to  these  grounds  has  been  recently 
erected  li  most  unique  and  interesting  lodge-house. 
It  is  built  of  large,  roundish,  moss-covered  stones  taken 
from  stone  walls  or  from  the  surface  of  the  ground 
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and  cemented  together.  Its  two  sections  are  con- 
nected by  a  massive  and  splendid  archway  which 
forms  the  entrance  to  the  park.  The  walls  are  low, 
the  chimneys  large  and  of  stone  like  the  walls,  and 
the  roof  is  covered  with  red  tiles. 

Some  of  the  public  buildings  of  this  village  are 
costly  and  handsome.  The  school-house  is  a  large 
three-story  building,  in  which  are  eleven  large  and 
convenient  school-rooms.  Besides  the  extensive  green- 
houses of  F.  L.  Ames,  excellent  green-houses  are 
owned  by  Mrs.  Oliver  Ames,  E.  W.  Gilmore,  and 
Oakes  A.  Ames.  Unity  Church  is  a  beautiful  stone 
edifice,  Gothic  in  style,  cruciform  in  shape,  with  a 
solid  stone  spire  surmounted  by  a  stone  cross.  It  has 
a  chapel  connected  with  it,  and  below  the  auditorium 
is  a  church-parlor.  This  church  was. dedicated  in 
August,  1876.  It  was  built  by  Hon.  Oliver  Ames  two 
years  before  his  death,  and  was  by  him  presented  as  a 
free  gift  to  the  Unitarian  Society.  John  A.  Mitchell 
was  the  architect. 

The  public  library  building  is  also  an  attractive 
edifice,  built  of  the  native  stone,  a  pinkish  granite 
called  sienite,  with  brown  sandstone  trimmings.  It 
is  elaborately  finished  inside  with  polished  butternut 
and  black-walnut  woods.  Over  ten  thousand  books 
were  provided,  and  the  library  opened  to  the  public 
March  10,  1888.  This  library  was  founded  by  a 
bequest  of  Hon.  Oliver  Ames  just  mentioned.  Near 
the  library  building,  a  little  higher  up  on  the  hill,  is 
the  massive  and  handsome  public  hall,  built  as  a 
memorial  to  Oakes  Ames  by  his  children.  It  stands 
on  the  solid  foundation  of  a  natural  ledge,  from  the 
northeast  comer  of  which  rises  the  tower.  It  has  in 
front  an  arcade  with '  heavy  pillars  and  arches,  and 
is  approached  by  wide  stone  staircases  terminating  on 
stone  platforms,  and  so  combined  with  the  natural 
stonework  as  to  present  an  imposing  appearance.  In 
this  building  on  the  first  floor  are  two  small  halls,  the 
large  hall  on  the  second  floor,  and  a  beautifully-deco- 
rated and  furnished  Masonic  Hall  in  the  third  story. 
H.  H.  Richardson  was  the  architect  of  this  hall  and 
of  the  library.  In  front  of  this  hall  is  a  triangular 
piece  of  ground,  upon  which  the  Ames  corporation 
are  now  building,  from  designs  of  Frederick  Law 
Olmstead,  an  extensive  cairn  or  rockwork  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  feet  long  and  twenty-five  feet  high  at 
one  end,  with  an  archway  passing  underneath.  This 
will  eventually  be  covered  with  vines  and  shrubbery, 
and  will,  with  the  lawn,  flower-beds,  and  walks  which 
will  surround  it,  add  much  to  the  beauty  and  attrac- 
tiveness of  this  locality. 

There  'are  three  church  edifices  in  this  village, — 
Unity  Church,  already  spoken  o^  a  large  Catholic 
Church,  and  a  Methodist  Church.  On  Washington 
Street,  one  mile  east  of  the  village,  is  another*  Meth- 
odist Church.  In  the  centre  of  the  town  is  the  Eas- 
ton Unitarian  Church,  now  closed  except  for  occa- 
sional services,  the  lower  story  of  which  is  used  for  a 
town  hall.    The  church  of  the  Evangelical  Society 
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was  destroyed  by  fire  in  1882,  and  a  new  building  will 
be  erected  this  year  (1888)..  Between  these  churches 
stands  the  new  soldiers'  monument,  erected  in  1882  at 
a  cost  of  fire  thousand  dollars,  upon  which  are  in- 
scribed the  names  of  fbrty-scTen  townsmen  who  were 
killed  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion. . 
s .  There  are  in  North  Easton  a  national  bank  and  a 
savings-bank.  One  is  known  as  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Easton,  the  other  as  the  North  Easton  Sa- 
yings-Bank. .  Of  these  Frederic  L.  Ames  is  president 
and  P.  A.  Gifford  cashier.  The  savings-bank  has 
considerable  influence  in  promoting  thrifty  habits 
among  the  working-people,  many  of  whom  frequently 
deposit  portions  of  their  wages  therein.  The  town 
has  its  proportion  of  social  and  other  organizations. 
Besides  those  connected  with  the  churches  may  be 
mentioned  the  Paul  Dean  Lodge  of  Masons,  of  which 
George  K,  Davis  is  the  present  Master ;  the  Mizpah 
Star  Lodge  of  the  Daughters  of  Rebekah,  the  A.  B. 
Randall  Post,  No.  62,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic, 
Ellis  Holbrook  commander;  a  division  of  the  Sons  of 
Temperance,  an  organization  of  the  Knights  of  Honor, 
etc.,  the  headquarters  of  all  the  above  being  at  North 
Easton,  except  that  pf  the  army  post,  which  is  at  South 
Easton. 

The  town  of  Easton  is  represented  in  the  State  gov- 
ernment for  this  year  by  Hon.  Oliver  Ames,  Lieuten- 
ant-Governor; Hon.  L.  S.  Drake,  State  senator;  and 
Mr. .  George  A.  Lackey,  representative  to  the  State 
Legislature. 

The  assessed  value  of  real  estate  in  Easton  for  May 
1,1882,  was  $1,168,800;  the  assessed  value  of  per- 
sonal property  $2,212,687.  The  corporation  tax  was 
$8617.86,  national  bank  tax  $8646.20,  State  tax  $8820, 
county  tax  $2924.92,  town  tax  $18,717.92.  The  rate 
of  taxation  w^  $6.60  on  $1000;  the  number  of  dwell- 
ing-houses taxed  was  780;  acres  of  land  taxed,  16,- 
166;  horses  taxed,  416;  cows  taxed,  426.  The  num- 
ber of  polls  was  1068.  There  was  appropriated  for 
the  poor  $6000,  for  schools  $8677.92,  for  roads  $2000, 
but  for  school  and  road  purposes  there  are  large 
special.  Ainds  available.  The  number  of  births  reg- 
istered for  1882  was  eighty-nine,  the  number  of  mar- 
riages forty-one,  the  number  of  deaths  one  hundred 
and  eleven.  The  board  of  selectmen,  assessors,  and 
overseers  of  the  poor,  the  board  of  school  committee, 
and  that  of  road  commissioners  numbers  three  men 
each. 

The  town  of  Easton  is  singularly  fortunate  in  re- 
gard to  the  means  at  its  disposal  for  educational  and 
other  purposes.  The  educational  privileges  will  be 
spoken  of  farther  on.  A  Aind  of  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars was  left  by  the  late  Hon.  Oliver  Ames  for  the  im- 
provement of  roads.  The  income  of  this  fund,  four 
•thousand  dollars,  in  addition  to  the  amount  annually 
appropriated  by  the  town,  will  soon  provide  roads 
that  will  equal  if  not  surpass  those  of  any  town  in  the 
commonwealth.  For  a  place  of  the  size  of  Easton 
the  public  library  is  large,  And  is  exceptionally  fine. 


Taxes  are  very  low,  being  for  1882  but  five  dollar 
and  fifty  cents  on  one  thousand  dollars,  and  less  thai 
that  for  1888.  It  is  less  than  an  hour's  ride  from  Bos 
ton,  and  has  increasing  attractions  and  advantage 
that  render  it  a  very  desirable  place  of  residence. 

History,— The  town  of  Easton  was  incorporate! 
Dec  21,  1726.  It  was  previously  a  part  of  the  towi 
of  Norton,  which  was  incorporated  in  1711,  and  o 
which,  in  1718,  it  was  made  the  East  Precinct,  beiu( 
set  apart  for  the  maintenance  of  a  minister.  Previoui 
to  this  time  it  was  part  of  a  tract  of  land  called  Taun 
ton  North  Purchase.  This  tract  included  tlie  whoU 
of  what  is  now  Easton,  nearly  all  of  Mansfield,  anc 
about  a  third  of  Norton.  When  first  incorporatec 
Norton  included  all  this  tract  and  considerably  more 
Easton  being  the  older  and  Mansfield  tlie  youngei 
child  of  that  town.  The  North  Purchase  was  bought 
by  fifty-three  of  the  citizens  of  Taunton  of  the  agenti 
of  Plymouth  Colony. 

The  first  town-meeting  of  Easton  was  held  Marcl 
2,  1726.  It  will  be  best  to  consider  this  subject,  tlu 
histury  of  Easton,  under  several  different  divisions. 

Industrial  History.— The  limits  assigned  to  thii 
sketch  of  the  history  of  Easton  will  not  allow  an) 
very  detailed  narrative  of  the  growth  and  decline  o 
the  various  business  enterprises  that  existed  here  pre 
vious  to  the  present  century.  At  the  time  of  the  in 
corporation  of  the  town  (December,  1726)  there  wen 
certainly  two,  probably  three,  iron  forges  in  opera* 
tion.  One  was  established  in  1724,  at  what  was  thet 
known  as  Cranberry  Meadow  Pond,  and  is  now  callec 
the  Dean  farm,  owned  by  F.  L.  Ames.  The  other  was 
established  by  the  Leonards,  who  were  celebrate<i 
iron-workers,  and  was  in  successful  operation  before 
1724,  but  how  long  before  has  not  yet  been  deter- 
mined. This  forge  was  in  what  is  now  North  Easton, 
at  the  lower  end  of  Stone's  Pond.  Several  saw-mil h 
were  running  at  the  same  time  in  different  parts  oi 
the  town.  There  was  at  least  one  grist-mill,  and 
probably  more.  The  forge  business  at  the  Dean  farm 
place  continued  until  about  1760.  A  saw-mill  wat 
then  built  to  take  its  place.  About  the  same  time 
the  furnace  at  Furnace  village  was  established.  At 
the  time  of  the  Revolutionary  war  this  furnace  was 
owned  by  Capt.  James  Perry,  who  manufactured 
among  other  things  cannon  and  cannon-balls.  It 
afterwards  passed  into  the  hands  of  Qeu.  Shepard 
Leach,  by  whom  a  fiourishing  business  was  carried 
on.  Large  quantities  of  bog-iron  ore  were  dug  from 
the  swampy  lands  in  the  west  part  of  town,  and  were 
used  at  this  furnace. 

In  the  northeast  part  of  the  town  the  forge  business 
continued  through  the  last  century.  Before  its  close 
two  forges  were  in  operation  there,  the  second  one 
being  on  what  is  known  as  the  Quaker  Leonard  road. 
In  the  year  1776  or  1776  the  manufacture  of  steel  was 
begun  in  Easton  by  Eliphalet  Leonard,  who  was  grand- 
son to  James,  the  founder  of  the  first  forge  in  town. 
Jonathan  Leonard,  son  of  the  Eliphalet  just  named. 
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18  Authority  for  the  statement  that  this  was  the  first 
Attempt  to  mnnufactnre  steel  in  this  country.  Such 
statements  must,  however,  be  received  with  grciit cau- 
tion/ Eliphalet  Leonard  was  led  to  that  attempt  by 
the  great  scarcity  of  steel  in  this  country,  then  in 
great  demand  for  the  manufacture  of  firearms,  which 
were  needed  for  the  defense  of  our  liberties.  He  con- 
structed several  furnaces,  and  was  able  to  supply  him- 
self and  his  neighbors  with  steel.  In  1787,  Jonathan 
Leonard  having,  by  means  of  extraordinary  shrewd- 
ness, of  which  curious  things  are  told,  "obtained 
further  insight  into  this  business,  erected  at  Easton  a 
furnace  capable  of  making  three  tons  at  a  batch.'' 
In  1808  he  erected  another  furnace  here  of  over 
three  times  the  capacity  of  the  first.  The  Leonards 
manufactured  firearms,  which  are  well  remembered 
by  our  old  inhabitants.  In  1792,  Calvin  Brett  erected 
a  small  factory  in  the  south  part  of  the  town  for  the 
manufacture  of  linseed-oil.  It  was  built  as  a  wind- 
mill, but  did  not  prove  a  success. 

Since  the  year  1800  a  great  many  business  enter- 
prises have  been  undertaken,  have  had  their  day, 
and  have  passed  away.  To  take  up  and  give  in  de- 
tail the  account  of  these  enterprises  would  be  inter- 
esting, but  will  be  impossible  in  this  brief  historic 
sketch.  Of  the  earlier  ones  the  mere  mention  must 
suffice.  At  what  is  now  the  Morse  privilege  at  South 
Easton  there  was  at  the  beginning  of  the  century  a 
saw-mill  owned  by  Josiah  Copcland.  He  afterwards 
with  others  ran  an  oil-mill.  About  1805  the  same 
parties  started  a  factory  for  the  manufacture  of  cot- 
ton yarn,  and  afterwards  of  cotton  cloth.  It  con- 
tinued until  1834,  when  E.  J.  W.  Morse,  a  native  of 
Dedham,  Mass.,  commenced  the  cotton  thread  busi- 
ness. Under  the  name  E.  J.  W.  Morse  Sc  Co.,  South 
Easton,  cotton  thread  manufacturers,  this  business 
became  successful,  and  has  continued  uninterruptedly 
down  to  the  present  time.  This  company  employs 
about  fifty  hands. 

At  the  privilege  next  below,  now  the  ))roperty  of 
T.  H.  and  J.  O.  Dean,  some  kind  of  active  enterprise 
has  been  going  on  for  nearly  two  centuries.  From  a 
time  preceding  the  incorporation  of  the  town  until  now 
the  grist-mill  business  has  been  carried  on  there.  Not 
much  else  seems  to  have  been  done  there  until  about 
1810,  when  Elijah  Howard  &  Co.  started  the  forge 
business,  and  manufactured  bar-iron,  nail  rods,  etc. 
But  a  disastrous  fire,  which  burned  an  amount  of 
cliarcoal  worth  more  than  the  whole  capital  invested 
in  the  business,  brought  this  enterprise  to  a  close. 
The  same  company  then  began  the  manufacture  of 
cut  nails,  at  that  time  a  new  invention.  This  con- 
tinued until  about  1823.  In  1826  or  1826,  Elijah 
Howard  and  Capt  Barzillai  Dean  began  to  make 
cotton  cloth.  In  1836  or  1837,  Capt.  Dean  bought 
the  entire  interest,  and  manufactured  cotton  print 
goods  of  light  texture.  Capt.  Dean  died  by  accident 
in  1848,  and  from  that  time  this  factory,  since  en- 
Urged,  has  been  a  machine-shop,  and,  with  the  grist- 


mill, is  the  property  of  T.  H.  and  J.  O.  Dean.  In 
the  machine-shop  are  manufactured  piano-forte  ma- 
chinery, wood  slipper  heels,  etc. 

The  privilege  next  below  was  once  used  for  saw- 
mill purposes,  but  soon  after  the  beginning  of  the 
present  century  a  carding-mill  was  started  there.  It 
then  was  used  for  a  fulling-mill.  Subsequently  in 
one  building  satinet  was  manufactured,  and  in  an- 
other cotton  yarn.  Asa  R.  Howard  made  hoes  there. 
The  manufacture  of  shoe-pegs  was  engaged  in,  and 
in  1848  Solomon  W.  Morse  bought  the  whole  privi- 
lege and  made  cotton  cloth.  It  was  then  purchased 
by  E.  J.  W.  Morse,  and  has  since  lain  idle  most  of 
the  time. 

At  the  Furnace  village  at  the  opening  of  the  cen- 
tury Gen.  Shepard  Leach  carried  on  a  successful 
furnace  business.  In  1837,  Capt.  Lincoln  Drake  es- 
tablished the  malleable  iron  works,  under  the  firm- 
name  of  A.  Boyden  &  Co.  It  went  under  that  name 
for  about  two  years,  and  was  under  the  superintend- 
ence of  Mr.  Boyden.  Daniel  Belcher  then  took  charge 
of  the  business  for  Capt.  Drake.  About  the  year  1840 
brass  castings  were  for  a  while  also  made.  In  1849, 
Daniel  Belcher  bought  out  the  business,  and  since 
that  time  it  has  run  constantly,  except  for  a  few 
weeks  after  the  works  were  destroyed  by  fire.  The 
castings  are  for  agricultural  implements,  carriage  and 
saddlery  castings,  cotton  and  woolen  machinery,  and 
many  similar  things  that  take  the  place  of  difficult 
forgings.  These  castings  are  sent  all  over  the  coun- 
try. This  firm,  known  as  the  Daniel  Belcher  Mal- 
leable Iron  Works,  enjoys  a  high  reputation  for  the 
excellence  of  its  work.  It  employs  thirty  men.  Near 
by  is  the  foundry  of  L.  S.  and  A.  L.  Drake,  successors, 
in  1872,  to  Capt.  Lincoln  Drake,  who  organized  this 
business  in  1833.  This  firm  employs  twenty-five  men. 
Its  castings  in  1881  were  of  about  seven  hundred  tons 
weight,  and  they  are  largely  for  machine  purposes, 
school-house  work,  hot-water  heating  apparatus,  etc. 
In  this  village,  farther  south,  and  not  far  from  1830^ 
there  was  an  oil-mill.  In  1854,  Keith,  Rotch  &  Co. 
were  running  a  thread-factory.  Pratt,  Belcher  &  Co. 
carried  on  the  same  kind  of  business.  In  1844  the 
first  belt  saw-mill  erected  in  this  vicinity  was  built 
by  Lewis  Williams  and  his  son,  Edward  D.  Williams. 
It  has  been  running  since  that  time,  and  is  the  prop- 
erty of  the  latter  at  this  time.  James  Belcher  also 
runs  a  saw-mill  now  in  this  village  on  the  old  grist- 
mill privilege. 

In  the  south  part  of  the  town,  in  the  year  1828,  J. 
and  H.  M.  Poole  began  the  manufacture  of  mathe- 
matical instruments  on  a  small  scale.  A  strong  prej- 
udice for  foreign-made  instruments  was  only  slowly 
overcome.  Poole's  work  was  found  not  only  to  equal 
but  to  excel  the  imported.  In  1878,  John  M.  Poole, 
who  had  for  twenty-five  years  been  foreman,  succeeded 
to  the  business.  He  manufactures  surveyors'  transits, 
builders'  levels,  land  and  telescopic  compasses,  and 
many  other  instruments' of  this  kind. 
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built  the  large  works  which  he  now  occupies,  and 
moved  into  them  in  January,  1872.  His  power  is 
furnished  by  a  sixty  horse-power  Corliss  engine. 
Mr.  Gilmore  is  a  practical  and  ingenious  machinist, 
and  from  time  to  time  has  invented  and  introduced 
important  improvements  in  the  way  of  machinery  and 
labor-saving  processes.  By  this  means,  by  hard  work 
of  brain  and  hand,  he  achieved  success.  When  full 
of  work  he  employs  about  seventy-five  men  and  boys, 
making  about  fifteen  thousand  strap-  and  T-hinges 
per  day,  besides  other  articles. 

In  1851  was  organized  in  North  Easton  the  firm  of 
A.  A.  Gilmore  &  Co.,  the  other  members  of  the  firm 
being  Elisha  T.  Andrews  and  Oakes  A.  Ames.  They 
manufactured  fine  calf-skin  boots  in  a  building  owned 
by  Cyrus  Lothrop.  Oakes  Ames  succeeded  to  the  in- 
terest first  owned  by  Oakes  A.  Ames.  In  1870, 
Blessrs.  Gilmore  and  Andrews  bought  out  Oakes 
Ames.  This  firm,  which  for  some  time  did  quite  an 
extensive  business,  gave  up  the  manufacture  of  boots 
in  1879,  but  the  firm  did  not  dissolve  until  death 
broke  up  the  long  partnership,  Mr.  Andrews  dying 
in  1883. 

In  1855,  William  Andrews  built  what  is  known 
as  the  Brett  8hop,  and  went  into  the  business  of 
shoe  manufacture  with  Ward  L.  Foster;  but  the 
business  crisis  of  1857  made  this  attempt  a  failure. 
The  firm  of  Pratt,  Foster  &  Co.  manufactured  for  a 
while  in  the  same  building.  In  1863,  George  Brett 
manufactured  ladies'  shoes  in  this  building  for  E.  H. 
Johnson,  of  Lynn.  In  1855  he  went  into  business  in 
the  same  place  for  himself,  and  continued  it  for  ten 
years,  when  it  was  closed. 

In  1865  John  B.  King  with  P.  A.  Gi fiord  as  part- 
ner began  to  make  boots  and  shoes.  In  1871  Mr. 
King  bought  out  his  partner's  interest,  and  has  con- 
ducted a  successful  business  ever  since.  He  now  em- 
ploys about  fifly  hands  in  his  work;  his  goods  go 
chiefly  West  and  Northwest.  In  the  fall  of  1880,  D. 
H.  Packard  began  the  manufacture  of  shoes  in  North 
Easton.  The  firm  is  now  D.  H.  Packard  &  Co.  They 
employ  about  fifly  hands.  In  March,  1880,  A.  J. 
Leavitt  established  a  business  which  goes  under  the 
name  of  the  New  England  Specialty  Company.  He 
manufactures  a  large  variety  of  such  articles  as  screw- 
drivers, can  openers,  sewing-machine  trimmings,  steel 
keys,  etc.  William  King  owns  a  small  factory  where 
he  makes  awls,  various  kinds  of  cement,  and  other 
goods. 

This  long  journey  through  the  various  manufac- 
tures of  the  three  principal  villages  of  the  town  where 
nearly  everything  has  been  or  is  made,  brings  us  at 
last  to  ''  The  Centre,"  where,  in  1880,  Reed  &  Lin- 
coln began  the  manufacture  of  quite  a  variety  of 
shoes.  At  the  present  time  this  firm  emplojrs  twenty- 
five  hands. 

EducationaL — ^The  history  of  school  matters  in  an 
ordinary  country  town  does  not  furnish  material  for 
an  extended  or  for  a  very  interesting  narrative.    Our 


ancestors  were  much  more  interested  in  churches  than 
in  schools,  and  they  expended  very  much  more  for 
their  religious  than  for  their  educational  privileges. 
But  they  were  not  unmindful  of  the  latter,  and  they 
illustrated  the  need  of  it,  for  some  even  of  the  prom- 
inent men,  and  more  of  the  women,  were  unable  to 
write,  and  were  obliged  on  old  deeds,  wills,  surveys, 
etc.,  which  the  writer  has  seen,  to  **  make  their  mark." 
It  was  provided  in  the  articles  of  incorporation  of  the 
town  of  Easton  that,  within  six  months  from  the  time 
of  the  publication  of  such  articles,  the  town  should  . 
''procure  and  maintain  a  school-master  to  instruct 
their  youth  in  writing  and  reading."  The  town 
records  do  not  show,  however,  any  very  liberal  provi- 
sion for  education,  even  taking  into  account  the  char- 
acter of  the  times.  The  following  verbatim  extract 
from  the  town  records  will  suflice  to  illustrate  the  too 
common  spirit  of  town-meeting  legislation  upon  the 
subject :  *'  Easton  March  the  thirty-first  day  1727  at  a 
Leagall  meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  of  said  town  for 
to  make  choice  of  a  schollmaster  and  to  rais  money 
to  pay  him  and  to  appoint  a  place  for  the  scholl  to  be 
kept :  &c.  1  we  made  choice  of  Josiah  Keith  Mod- 
erator for  said  meeting.  21y  a  vote  was  called  for  to  ' 
give  fourty  pounds  to  a  schollmaster  for  one  year  to 
keep  scholl  but  not  voted.  Sly  a  vote  was  called  for 
to  give  twenty  pounds  schollmaster  to  keep  scholl  one 
year  but  not  voted.  4ly  a  vote  was  called  for  to  give 
ten  pounds  to  a  schollmaster  to  keep  scholl  for  one 
year  but  not  voted.  51y  a  vote  was  called  for  to  give 
five  pounds  to  a  schollmaster  to  keep  scholl  for  one 
year  but  not  voted.  6ly  voted  and  agreed  to  give 
three  pounds  to  a  schollmaster  for  one  year  to  teach 
youths  to  Read  and  to  writ  and  to  keep  it  at  his  own 
House  and  to  find  himself  diet." 

What  a  change  in  school  affairs  from  the  time  when 
the  school-master  of  Easton  must  provide  a  school- 
room, do  the  teaching,  and  board  himself  for  fifteen 
dollars  a  year,  and  to-day,  when  he  gets  fifteen  hun- 
dred dollars  I 

There  is  nothing,  down  to  a  very  recent  date,  of 
sufiicient  interest  to  enter  into  a  narrative  of  this 
kind.  The  High  School  of  Easton  was  organized  in 
1868,  first  as  a  peripatetic  institution,  moving  into 
difi*erent  sections  of  the  town  for  difierent  terms ;  but 
before  long  it  was  permanently  located  at  North 
Easton,  because  more  than  half  the  scholars  were 
there.  The  district  system  was  abolished  in  1869, 
and  this  change,  here  as  elsewhere,  has  had  a  bene- 
ficial result. 

On  May  1,  1882,  there  were  in  Easton  (population, 
3901)  822  children  between  five  and  fifl^n  years  of 
age.  On  the  school  registers  for  that  year  there  were 
enrolled  the  names  of  903  difi*erent  scholars.  Of  these 
99  were  over  fifteen  years  of  age,  and  11  were  under 
five  years.  The  amount  appropriated  for  the  support 
of  schools  for  the  same  year  was  $8577.92.  This 
amount  is  the  exact  average  per  scholar  of  the  appro- 
priation for  schools  for  all  the  towns  in  Massachn- 
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setts,  not  includiug  the  cities,  for  the  preceding  year. 
The  average  attendance  of  scholars  for  the  year  was 
629,  and  the  percentage  of  attendance  was  .79.  There 
are  twenty  schools  in  town,  eleven  of  them,  including 
the  High  School,  being  at  North  Easton,  and  two  at 
the  Furnace  village,  all  of  which  are  graded  schools, 
the  remaining  seven  being  mixed  schools. 

In  pecuniary  means  for  educational  purposes  the 
town  of  Easton  probably  stands  first  in  the  list  of 
towns  in  the  State.  By  the  will  of  Hon.  Oliver 
.Ames,  who  died  in  1877,  it  was  endowed  with  the 
large  bequest  of  fifty  thousand  dollars  for  the  support 
of  schools.  In  order  that  such  a  fund  might  not  tempt 
the  town  to  reduce  its  appropriations,  the  will  pro- 
vides that  it  shall  be  forfeited  unless  the  town  shall 
every  year  appropriate  for  the  support  of  schools  an 
amount  per  scholar  equal  to  the  average  amount  per 
scholar  appropriated  by  all  the^  towns  of  the  State. 
The  income  of  this  fund  is  four  thousand  dollars  per 
year,  and  it  is  used  for  general  school  purposes.  Be- 
sides this,  there  is  another  fund  of  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars, left  by  Hon.  Oakes  Ames,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
children  of  North  Easton  village.  By  the  aid  of  this 
fund  the  High  School  is  being  furnished  with  excel- 
lent apparatus,  various  chemical  and  mechanical  in- 
struments, including  microscope  with  numerous  speci- 
mens, a  skeleton,  and  a  manikin  recently  sent  from 
Paris. 

Courses  of  lectures,  chiefly  illustrated,  are  given  in 
the  large  Ames'  Memorial  Hall.  These,  though  pri- 
marily for  the  benefit  of  the  children,  are  open  to 
the  general  public,  have  been  enjoyed  by  large  audi- 
ences, and  cannot  but  be  attended  with  excellent 
results.  With  the  income  of  this  fund  magazines 
appropriate  to  the  ages  of  different  scholars  are  sub- 
scribed for  nearly  every  family  of  children  in  North 
Easton ;  and  in  order  that  all  the  children  in  town 
may  have  the  same  privilege,  Lieutenant-Gh)vernor 
Ames  pays  for  the  subscription  of  magazines  for  chil- 
'  dren  in  parts  of  the  town  outside  of  this  village. 
Over  three  hundred  copies  of  the  Saint  Nichoicu  alone 
come  into  town,  and  a  magazine  of  some  kind  goes 
into  every  family  where  there  are  children  attending 
the  public  schools. 

The  liberal  funds  provided  enable  the  school  com- 
mittee to  secure  teachers  of  exceptional  ability,  to 
provide  supplementary  books  and  other  means  for 
conducting  the  schools  in  the  best  manner.  Music 
and  drawing  have  been  taught  by  a  special  teacher, 
and  in  the  North  EUuiton  schools  sewing  has  been 
taught  for  several  years,  with  most  marked  beneficial 
results.  The  excellent  public  library  just  opened 
with  over  ten  thousand  carefully-selected  books  fur- 
nish^ an  important  auxiliary  to  the  educational  ad- 
vantages of  the  place,  and  it  will  be  the  fault  of  the 
school  committee  if  these  are  not  in  time  of  the  high- 
est order. 


CHAPTER   XXXI. 

EA8T0N.—(  OiNf  I'fiNed.) 
MILITARY— K00LBSIA8TI0AL,  ETC. 

As  the  town  of  Easton  was  incorporated  long  after 
King  Philip's  war,  there  is  nothing  to  record  in  re- 
gard to  any  warfare  with  the  Indians.  We  have  but 
little  knowledge  of  the  part  taken  by  the  citizens  of 
Easton  in  the  French  and  Indian  war  of  1754-68. 
The  most  prominent  figure  of  that  time  is  CapL  Na- 
thaniel Perry,  who  raised  a  company  of  men  for  tlie 
defense  of  the  eastern  frontier.  His  commissioii  aa 
captain  was  dated  June  6,  1754,  and  signed  by  Gover- 
nor Shirley.  He  enlisted  acorn  |»any  of  ninety-six  men, 
of  whom  only  sixteen  were  from  Easton.  £^tou  was 
then  waging  an  ecclesiastical  war  in  its  own  borders 
of  the  most  violent  and  embittered  kind,  and  there- 
fore came  to  the  question  of  the  French  and  Indian 
war  with  exhausted  energies.  Capt.  Perry  saw  con- 
siderable active  service  in  Nova  Scotia,  assisted  under 
Gen.  Shirley  in  the  capture  of  Fort  Cumberland,  and 
in  1750  was  mustered  out  by  death.  Easton  was  very 
active  during  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  sustained 
her  part  in  that  memorable  struggle.  The  town 
records  of  this  period  are  full  of  allusions  to  the  sub- 
ject, and  are,  indeed,  largely  composed  of  reports  of 
the  business  of  tlie  town  related  to  the  war.  The  first 
of  such  records  bears  the  date  of  April  3, 1775.  It 
was  then  voted  to  raise  fifty  minute-men,  twenty-five 
out  of  each  military  company  in  town.  The  battle 
of  Ijcxington  occurred  April  19, 1775,  and  on  this  day 
these  fifty  minute-men,  under  the  command  of  Capt. 
Macey  Williams,  started  for  the  seat  of  war.  Being 
enlisted  merely  as  minute-men  for  what  was  called 
''the  Lexington  alarm,"  they  were  out  for  only  a 
brief  service,  viz.,. nine  days.  On  the  4th  of  May 
another  town-meeting  is  called.  A  bounty  is  voted 
every  soldier  who  has  enlisted  or  shall  enlist  and 
who  will  provide  himself  with  a  blanket.  A  com- 
mittee is  chosen  to  procure  blankets  for  those  who  re- 
fuse or  neglect  to  procure  them  for  themselves. 

Town-meetings  follow  each  other  in  quick  succes- 
sion. The  change  of  feeling  towards  the  king  is  in- 
dicated by  the  significant  fact  that  the  term  *'  Maj- 
esty," which  had  previously  been  prefixed  to  his 
name,  is  now  dropped,  and  ho  is  simply  culled 
**  George  the  Third."  Even  that  term  soon  disap- 
pears, and  we  have  no  more  allusion  to  royal  author- 
ity. Our  citizens  partake  of  the  common  excitement 
that  stirred  our  countrymen  after  the  battle  of  Bunker 
Hill.  Every  available  oflensive  weapon  is  hunted  up 
and  brought  into  service.  Investigation  shows  that 
the  town  is  short  of  ammunition,  and  one  of  the  citi- 
zens, David  Manley,  is  despatched  to  Newport  for 
powder^  ball,  and  flints.  The  Hoston  Port  Hill  had 
impoverished  many  of  the  Bostonians,  some  of  whom 
had  to  be  sent  for  support  to  surrounding  towns. 

In  February,  1776,  a  committee  of  three  is  ap- 
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pointc<l  to  take  care  of  such  of  the  "  poor  of  Boston" 
as  were  then  in  town.  A  committee  of  "  correspond- 
ence and  inspection"  took  general  charge  of  war  mat- 
ters here.  A  committee  was  chosen  "  to  incorage  the 
maiiufacturin  of  Sault  Peter  in  this  town."  On  the 
first  anniversary  of  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  in  a 
notable  town-meeting,  the  citizens  vote  that  ''  if  the 
Honerabel  Continantal  Congress,  for  the  safety  of  the 
United  Colonies,  Declare  themselves  indepandent  of 
Great  Breton,  we  ingage  Even  at  the  Bes<iue  of  life 
and  fotin  to  do  Whatever  is  in  our  Power  to  soport 
them  in  sd.  measure."  Soon  followed  the  declaration 
of  independence,  and  Rev.  Archibald  Campbell,  the 
minister  of  Easton,  read  that  heart-stirring  document 
to  a  large  and  eagerly-listening  assembly  on  Sunday 
next  after  July  17,  177G.  It  was  then  handed  to 
Matthew  Hayward,  who,  like  every  other  town  clerk 
in  Massachusetts,  proudly  recorded  it  in  his  town 
records. 

Among  the  military  officers  from  Easton  one  of  the 
most  prominent  was  Col.  Abial  Mitchell.  He  was 
appointed  major  May  19, 1775,  and  received  his  com- 
mission as  colonel  June  17, 1779.  He  was  prominent 
in  town  affairs,  and  served  as  representative  to  the 
General  Court  for  twenty-one  years.  He  served  in 
the  army  until  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  war, 
and  many  interesting  incidents  are  told  of  his  courage 
and  prowess.  These  incidents,  interesting  as  they  are, 
cannot  be  narrated  here,  as  they  would  too  much 
lengthen  this  necessarily  brief  sketch. 

Another  of  Easton's  heroes  in  the  war  was  Capt. 
Elisha  Harvey.  He  was  in  the  artillery  service,  and 
M  he  did  not  die  until  1821,  he  is  still  (1883)  held  in 
remembrance  by  some  of  the  older  inhabitants  of  the 
town.  He  was  the  hero  of  a  brave  action  at  the  battle 
of  Brooklyn  Heights,  where,  in  face  of  the  advancing 
enemy  and  after  his  men  had  deserted  their  guns,  he 
touched  oflT  two  loaded  cannon,  and  then  turned  the 
gun-carriages  about  and  sent  them  rolling  down  the 
blafT  into  the  water.  He  then  rushed  down  the  cliff, 
entered  a  boat,  and  made  for  the  opposite  shore,  which 
he  reached,  notwithstanding  the  hot  fire  that  was 
poured  after  him.  The  action  was  witnessed  by  the 
troops  on  both  sides,  and  was  soon  reported  to  Gen. 
Washington,  by  whom  it  was  highly  complimented. 
He  was  present  at  the  execution  of  Maj.  Andr6.  He 
was  sergeant  in  Drury's  company  of  Knox's  artil- 
lery in  May,  1776.  He  was  commissioned  first  lieu- 
tenant in  Lamb's  artillery  regiment  June  28,  1778, 
and  was  made  captain  in  1780.  He  died  in  Easton, 
Fob.  11,  1821. 

Another  man  who  saw  considerable  service  was 
Capt.  James  Perry,  who  raised  a  company  of  soldiers 
as  early  as  1776.  He  departed  for  the  seat  of  war  with 
A  company  of  sixty  men.  He  served  in  the  army  of 
€^n.  Washington,  was  at  the  battles  of  Trenton  and 
Princeton,  and  returned  home  some  time  in  1779.  His 
service  was  not  confined  to  the  field ;  he  owned  a  fur- 
nace at  home,  where  he  manufactured  cannon  and 


cannon-balls.  At  the  same  time  firearms  were  being 
manufactured  by  the  Leonards  in  the  northeast  part 
of  the  town,  where  in  1785  or  1786  Eliphalet  Leonard 
began  the  making  of  steel.  Capt.  Josiah  Keith  raised 
a  company  of  soldiers,  thirty-three  of  whom  were 
from  Easton,  and  served  with  them  for  a  while  in  Col. 
John  Daggetfs  regiment.  Subsequently,  for  three 
years  dating  from  January,  1777,  he  served  as  cap- 
tain in  Col.  Michael  Jackson's  Eighth  Regiment. 
He  was  then  made  major  in  the  same  regiment,  in 
which  capacity  he  served  during  the  year  1780.  A 
comparatively  large  number  of  men  from  Easton 
served  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  many  enlisting  in 
the  company  of  Capt  Francis  Luscomb,  of  Taunton, 
in  Capt.  Keith's,  in  Capt.  John  Allen's  company  of 
Col.  Carpenter's  regiment,  in  Capt.  Macey  Williams' 
company,  and  there  were  some  scattered  through 
various  other  companies.  Easton  had  reason  to  be 
proud  of  her  record  in  that  great  struggle  for  national 
independence. 

The  war  of  1812  did  not  create  much  enthusiasm, 
and  there  are  no  facts  concerning  Easton's  connec- 
tion with  it  to  call  for  any  special  notice  in  this 
sketch.  On  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  of  the  Re- 
bellion there  was  in  town  a  military  company  com- 
manded by  Capt.  Milo  M.  Williams,  known  as  Com- 
pany B  of  the  Fourth  Regiment  of  Massachusetts 
Volunteer  Militia.  A  call  for  troops  was  made  by 
Governor  Andrew.  This  company  received  the  order, 
and  reported  with  other  companies  of  the  regiment 
on  the  very  next  day.  The  day  after  this  the  fo- 
ment was  sent  to  Fortress  Monroe,  where  it  remained 
for  three  months.  Easton  furnished  three  hundred 
and  thirty-four  men  for  the  army  and  navy,  and  ex- 
pended more  than  forty  thousand  dollars  for  war  pur- 
poses. Besides  this  large  subscriptions  were  made 
by  citizens,  and  there  were  here,  as  in  other  towns  of 
the  State,  large  contributions  for  camp  and  hospital 
stores.  The  following  is  the  list  of  the  patriots  of 
Easton  who  died  in  the  service  of  their  country,  and 
whose  names  are  inscribed  upon  the  soldiers'  monu- 
ment, which  was  dedicated  on  Memorial-day,  1882 : 


Gftpt  AnMl  D.  IUikUiII. 
Lieut.  Albert  Tlldan. 
Mnaon  A.  Hill. 
Thomas  Daffy. 
John  Oonlding. 
Peleg  F.  RandnU. 
Beth  lUmidell. 
Addiioii  A.  Lothrop. 
Cornelinii  Slatterj. 
Jolin  D.  Ilnnpy. 
Siiinnel  II.  Gllniore. 
Edward  W.  Ilantal. 
diaries  H.  Wniis. 
Minot  K.  Philllpa. 
Theodore  MttcheU. 
Phtncaa  A.  Randall. 
MnioT  Orockett 
Henry  T.  Drew. 
John  Mnllen. 
John  Philllpe. 
Martin  Cunningham. 


UoMa  8.  Paokard. 
Patrick  McConrt. 
Michael  B.  lUMch. 
John  Dniry. 
8eth  T.  Dunbar. 
J.  Manley  TInkham. 
(liarlcfl  L.  Britton,  Jr. 
Daniel  Donoran. 
Richard  Searera. 
James  McOuUough. 
Charles  Bellows. 
James  A.  Humphrey. 
Michael  MlUerio. 
CalTln  A.  Marshall. 
George  H.  Davis. 
Bei^amin  Boodiy. 
John  Rantiall. 
William  A.  Lothrop. 
George  A.  Tilden. 
William  M.  Paokard. 
John  Biehards. 
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X.  QnuiTflU  Howird. 
FrukUn  Godflwj. 
H.  Fnink  Poole 


OharlM  8.  Tomy. 
Jmod  F.  ndridf;*. 


EoolasiastioaL— -From  1711  to  1726  the  terdtorj 
now  embraced  in  the  town  of  Eiaston  was  pare  of  the 
town  of  Norton.  In  1717  the  inhabitants  of  this  ter- 
ritory, being  in  sufficient  number,  as  they  judged,  to 
establish  a  religious  society  and  to  support  a  minister, 
petitioned  the  General  Court  to  be  set  apart  as  a  sep- 
arate precinct  This  permission  was  subsequently 
granted,  and  on  June  5, 1718,  what  is  now  the  town 
of  Easton  was  set  apart  as  the  East  Precinct  of  the 
town  of  Norton.  Soon  afterwards  a  church  was  built. 
Instead  of  being,  as  at  first  proposed,  in  the  centre  of 
the  town,  it  was  built  near  the  easterly  boundary  of 
the  town,  the  reason  for  this  being  that  many  of  the 
parish  lived  over  the  Bridgewater  line.  It  was  the 
most  central  of  any  place,  so  far  as  the  population 
was  concerned,  for  the  east  part  of  the  town  was 
more  generally  settled  earlier  than  the  west  part. 
But  this  question  of  the  location  of  the  meeting- 
house is  the  great  bone  of  contention  which  caused 
trouble  for  many  yearn,  at  one  time  creating  a  bitter 
contention  in  the  parish,  dividing  the  church,  and 
even  threatening  to  permanently  divide  the  town. 
The  meeting-house  was  soon  built,  and  after  some 
time  spent  in  hearing  candidates  the  church  and 
parish  settled  upon  Bev.  Matthew  Short  as  tlie  min- 
ister of  the  Church  of  Christ  in  the  East  Precinct. 
Bev.  Matthew  Short  was  born  at  Newberry,  March 
14, 1688.  He  graduated  from  Harvard  University  in 
1707.  In  November,  1712,  he  was  ordained  a  min- 
ister at  Attleborough,  and  remained  there  three  years. 
Subsequently  he  preached  in  Saco  and  Biddeford,, 
Me.,  and  was  settled  in  the  aforesaid  East  Precinct 
of  Norton  about  1722.  Three  years  after  this,  in 
December,  1726,  this  precinct  was  incorporated  as  a 
town  with  the  name  of  Easton.  The  rapid  increase 
of  inhabitants  soon  made  it  necessary  to  build  a  new 
church.  Work  was  begun  in  1728,  and  the  new  meet- 
ing-house was  slowly  constructed,  and  after  consider- 
able altercation  concerning  the  management  of  the 
committee  appointed  to  oversee  the  work  it  was  fin- 
ished. This  was  in  1780.  Two  years  before  a  severe 
epidemic  passed  over  this  section.  Mr.  Short  was 
brought  near  to  death's  door,  and  after  his  recovery 
he  preached  two  sermons,  which  he  calls  "  A  Thank- 
ful Memorial  of  Cod's  Sparing  Mercy."  These  were 
published,  and  one  copy  of  them  has  been  in  the 
hands  of  the  writer.  Mr.  Short  died  in  EUuiton, 
April  16,  1731,  in  the  forty-fourth  year  of  his  age, 
after  a  peaceful  ministry  of  about  nine  years. 

He  was  succeeded  in  his  ministry  in  EUuiton  by  Rev. 
Joseph  Belcher,  who  was  probably  from  Braintree, 
and  who  graduated  from  college  in  1723.  He  was  set- 
tled here  Oct  6, 1731.  Not  much  is  known  of  him 
or  of  his  life  in  this  town.  He  began  after  a  while  to 
show  signs  of  insanity,  one  of  his  peculiarities  being 
that  of  preaching  several  sermons  in  immediate  suc- 


cession, regardless  of  tlie  fact  that  his  congregation 
had  gradually  dispersed,  leaving  him  addressing  the 
bare  walls.  On  the  16th  of  April,  1744,  after  a  pas- 
torate of  nearly  thirteen  years,  he  was  dismissed  from 
the  church.    He  lived  several  years  afterwards. 

At  this  time  there  began  the  most  earnest  conten- 
tion relative  to  the  location  of  the  meeting-house. 
The  west  part  of  the  town  had  increased  in  the  num- 
ber of  inhabitants,  and  when  it  was  necessary  to  build 
a  new  place  of  worship  they  very  naturally  desired 
that  it  should  be  located  nearer  them.  On  May  24, 
1744,  an  exciting  town-meeting  is  held.  Two  factions 
are  developed,  which  are  designated  respectively  as 
the  ''  town  party"  and  the  "  party  of  the  east  part" 
The  town  party  proves  the  stronger.  It  is  voted  to 
build  the  meeting-house  in  the  centre  of  the  town. 
It  is  voted  to  make  a  survey  in  order  to  determine  the 
centre,  and  fearing  no  committee  of  Easton  men 
would  be  sufficiently  unprejudiced  to  be  trustworthy, 
a  committee  of  Taunton,  Bridgewater,  and  Norton 
men  is  chosen.  The  survey  is  made  at  a  cost  of  two 
pounds,  nine  shillings,  and  sixpence. 

At  a  town-meeting  in  January,  1745,  it  is  voted  to 
build  the  new  meeting-house  "  at  or  within  twenty 
rods  of  ye  senter,"  and  that  it  shall  be  finished  in 
two  years.  But  the  disagreement  is  so  strong  that 
nothing  is  done  about  it  until  1749.  Meantime  the 
church  and  parish  had  agreed  in  giving  a  call  to 
Bev.  Solomon  Prentice.  Mr.  Prentice  was  born  at 
Cambridge,  May  11, 1705,  and  graduated  from  Har- 
vard College  in  1725,  in  a  class  in  which  were  Hutch- 
inson and  Trumbull,  afterwards  Qovernors.  lie  was 
settled  in  Grafton  in  1731.  Had  the  Church  of  Christ 
in  Elaston  consulted  the  antecedents  of  Mr.  Prentice 
before  giving  him  a  call,  they  would  have  learned 
that  he  was  no  man  to  pour  oil  on  the  troubled 
waters  and  to  reconcile  and  unite  the  two  factions 
that  were  developing  here.  He  was  a  man  of  mark, 
positive  in  his  character,  and  belonged  to  the  party 
at  that  time  known  as  **  New  Lights."  These  were 
the  persons  who  sympathized  with  Whitefield,  con- 
cerning whose  merits,  doctrines,  and  methods  the 
New  England  clergy  were  in  great  disagreement. 
Mr.  Prentice  warmly  espoused  his  cause,  invited  him 
into  the  Grafton  pulpit,  and  scandalized  his  people 
not  only  by  inviting  itinerants  to  preach  for  him,  but 
also  on  account  of  the  extreme  and  fanatical  opinions 
he  avowed.  Councils  were  called,  the  breach  healed 
for  a  while,  but  no  lasting  union  cuuld  be  elFected, 
and  accordingly  on  July  10, 1747,  he  was  dismissed. 
Only  two  months  afterwards,  on  September  14th,  he 
received  a  call  at  Easton,  and  was  installed  pastor 
November  18th.  He  finds  things  at  loose  ends  here, 
and  immediately  begins  to  set  them  right  The 
church  records,  if  any  had  been  kept  by  his  prede- 
cessor, are  not  discoverable.  He  immediately  begins 
new  records.  No  covenant  can  be  found.  He  imme- 
diately draws  one  up,  and  it  is  signed  by  one  hun- 
dred and  thirteen  persons.    The  question  as  to  who 
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are  proper  subjects  of  baptism  is  then  earnestly  dis- 
cussed and  disposed  of.  Various  personal  dissen- 
sions are  adjudicated.  Then  with  these  minor  mat- 
ters out  of  the  way,  the  field  is  clear  for  the  great 
conflict  concerning  the  location  of  the  meeting- 
house. The  new  house  is  ready  for  occupancy,  and 
the  town  party,  by  summary  action,  pull  down  the 
old  one,  that  no  more  services  may  be  held  there.  A 
majority  of  the  church,  but  a  minority  of  the  whole 
parish,  vote  that  services  shall  be  held  in  private 
houses,  and  not  at  the  new  meeting-house.  Though 
Mr.  Prentice,  with  the  advice  of  a  council  that  had 
been  called  to  heal  this  difliculty,  had  once  agreed  to 
worship  there,  he  changed  his  mind.  The  town 
party  sends  a  petition  to  the  General  Court.  A  coun- 
ter petition  follows  from  the  party  of  the  east  part. 
The  General  Court  appoints  a  committee  to  come 
and  view  the  situation.  This  committee  reports  that 
the  meeting-house  is  already  in  the  most  convenient 
place  for  the  whole  town.  A  proposition  is  then 
made  to  divide  the  town,  and  a  survey  is  made  for 
that  purpose.  The  proposition  is  defeated.  Mr. 
Prentice  then  refuses  to  preach  in  the  new  meeting- 
house and  preaches  in  private  houses. 

The  party  of  the  east  part  then,  acting  under  the 
determined  lead  of  Mr.  Prentice,  separate  from  the 
town  parish  and  form  a  new  church  after  the  model 
of  Scotch  Presbytcrinnism.  They  begin  to  build  a 
meeting-house,  raise  the  frame,  cover  it  in,  but  never 
finish  it.  Mr.  Prentice  finally  gets  into  trouble  with 
the  Presbytery,  and  is  deposed  in  1754.  His  church 
gradually  died  out.  This  controversy  led  to  many 
personal  altercations,  some  of  which  involved  a  good 
deal  of  church  discipline,  and  it  left  the  religious  life 
of  the  people  at  a  very  low  ebb.  Religion  suffered 
most  in  the  house  of  its  friends.  Mr.  Prentice  left 
town  in  1755.    For  several  vears  before  this  the  meet- 

* 

ing-house  at  the  centre  had  for  much  of  the  time 
been  unoccupied.  In  1754,  while  Mr.  Prentice  was 
preaching  to  his  Presbyterians,  on  pleasant  days  in 
the  unfinished  Presbyterian  meeting-house,  and  on 
stormy  dajrs  at  private  houses,  Mr.  G^rge  Farrar  sup- 
plied the  regular  pulpit.  He  had  been  a  schoolmaster 
at  Dighton,  and  was  just  beginning  to  preach.  Mr. 
Farrar  was  born  in  Lincoln  (then  a  part  of  Concord), 
Blass.,  on  Nov.  23, 1780.  He  was  ordained  at  Easton, 
March  26, 1755,  though  not  without  a  vigorous  protest 
on  the  part  of  the  Presbyterians.  He  was  minister 
of  the  church  for  nearly  two  years,  but  died  at  Lin- 
coln, Sept.  17,  1756,  at  his  father's  home. 

Still  the  bitter  contention  goes  on.  Town-meetings 
are  disorderlv.  At  one  of  them  the  two  factions  or- 
gnnir.e,  each  claiming  to  be  the  regular  meeting.  By 
petition  and  counter  petition  the  subject  is  referred  to 
the  General  Court;  a  committee  is  appointed,  and 
decision  is  rendered  again  adverse  to  the  party  of  the 
east  part  and  favorably  for  the  town  party,  who  are 
fortiihate  in  having  Edward  Hayward,  Esq.,  as  a 
leader,  a  man  who  headed  the  opposition  at  all  times 


against  Mr.  Prentice.  Rev.  Messrs.  Vesey  and  Vinal, 
who  preach  temporarily  during  the  aforesaid  church 
difficulties,  are  without  their  pay  for  several  years; 
the  schoolmaster  asks  for  his  wages  in  vain,  and  the 
town-meetings  give  ample  evidence  that  the  town  is 
badly  demoralized.  This  state  of  things  lasts  for  over 
thirteen  years. 

In  March,  1763,  after  a  day  spent  in  solemn  fast- 
ing and  prayer,  a  call  was  given  to  Rev.  Archibald 
Campbell.  He  was  ordained  August  17th.  Mr. 
Prentice  has  carried  away  his  church  records  (which 
were,  however,  recovered  some  years  later),  and  a 
new  book  was  begun.  A  new  covenant  was  drawn 
up  and  signed,  but  it  is  signed  by  only  about  half 
the  number  that  had  signed  the  covenant  of  sixteen 
years  before.  There  is  nothing  especially  eventful 
in  the  ministry  of  Mr.  Campbell  until  near  its  close. 
Trouble,  of  course,  there  must  be.  An  opposition 
gradually  developed,  one  element  of  which  was  a  vile 
slander  against  his  character.  He  was  a  man  more 
sinned  against  than  sinning,  was  unfortunate  in  his 
wife,  and  in  a  son  who  was  said  to  have  been  hung 
while  on  the  St  Clair  expedition.  Mr.  Campbell  left 
Easton  December,  1782,  and  preached  temporarily  in 
various  places.  But  his  spirit  was  broken,  and,  un- 
fortunately, he  had  neither  philosophy  nor  religion 
enough  to  enable  him  to  stem  the  tide  of  ill  fortune 
that  had  set  against  him.  He  and  his  wife  were  said 
to  have  fallen  into  intemperate  ways.  He  died  a 
pauper  in  Stockbridge,  Vt,  July  15, 1818. 

The  next  ministry  of  Easton  was  peaceful  and 
profitable.  The  minister  chosen  for  Mr.  Campbell's 
successor  was  Rev.  William  Reed.  He  was  bom 
June  8, 1755.  In  1776  he  enlisted  as  a  soldier  in  the 
Continental  army.  Two  years  afterwards  he  entered 
Harvard  University,  and  graduated  in  1782.  In 
August,  1783,  he  was  invited  to  settle  as  minister 
in  Easton,  and  was  ordained  there  April  21,  1784. 
One  of  the  best  proofs  of  the  good  character  and 
success  of  his  ministry  is  that  there  is  so  little  of 
interest  for  the  historian  to  record.  He  was  an  earn- 
est, practical  preacher,  with  a  character  not  only 
above  reproach,  but  strong  also  in  moral  and  sympa- 
thetic power.  His  ministry  in  Easton  closed  only  at ' 
his  death,  which  occurred  Nov.  16,  1809.  His  esti- 
mable wi fe  lived  to  the  age  of  eighty-three.  Her  death 
occurred  March  26, 1850,  and  "  her  eight  surviving 
children,  at  the- average  age  of  fi fly-four,  after  thirty- 
five  years  of  separation,  gathered  around  her  bier  at 
the  old  homestead  to  mingle  their  tears  and  prayers, 
and  to  lay  her  precious  dust  beside  that  of  their  hon- 
ored and  lamented  father." 

Before  speaking  of  his  successor  we  must  retrace 
our  steps  to  1762,  when  a  Baptist  Society  was  formed 
in  what  is  now  North  Easton.  At  that  time  Rev. 
Ebenezer  Steams  was  ordained  as  minister  of  this 
society.  It  had  only  a  struggling  existence,  but  it 
made  itself  felt  in  town  affairs,  first  by  protests  against 
being  a<«sessed  for  the  support  of  the  preaching  in  the 
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town  laeeting-house,  and  secondly  by  a  lawsuit  grow- 
ing out  of  the  refusal  to  pay  the  ministerial  tax.  In 
this  lawsuit  the  town  was  worsted,  and  an  agreement 
was  made  that  all  those  Baptists  who  were  in  covenant 
relations  with  the  Baptist  Society  should  be  exempt 
from  the  payment  of  the  ordinary  ministerial  tax. 
As  the  expenses  of  the  Baptist  Church  were  very  low, 
there  was  a  temptation  to  enter  into  those  relations 
simply  to  evade  that  tax.  Eseck  Carr  succeeded  to 
the  ministry  of  this  society,  a  service  which  was  not 
sufficiently  exhausting  to  prevent  his  conducting  the 
coopering  business  during  the  week.  In  fact,  his 
cooper-shop  served  on  Sunday  as  a  meeting-house  for 
his  little  flock.  This  movement  dragged  on  until  two 
or  three  years  before  Mr.  Carr's  death,  which  occurred 
in  1794.  At  this  time  the  Methodist  movement  was 
beginning,  and  as  it  had  more  elements  of  real  life  in 
it,  and  served  equally  well  the  purpose  of  evading  the 
town  ministerial  tax,  it  absorbed  the  Baptist  Society, 
and  we  hear  nothing  further  about  the  latter. 

In  the  town  church  and  parish,  Rev.  Luther  Shel- 
don was  the  successor  of  Rev.  Mr.  Reed.  Mr.  Shel- 
don was  a  native  of  Rupert,  V t. ;  was  born  in  1785, 
graduated  at  Middlebury  College  in  1808,  and  was  or- 
dained at  Easton,  Oct  24, 1810.  He  was  a  man  of 
strong  character  and  exceptional  ability;  was  con- 
servative in  his  theology,  resolute  and  tenacious  in 
support  of  any  principle  and  method  that  he  had 
adopted. 

In  1816  a  new  meeting-house  was  built,  a  little  way 
behind  where  the  church  stood  that  was  erected  in 
1750.  The  old  building  was  moved  away  and  used 
for  a  town  hall.  At  the  time  of  Mr.  Sheldon's  settle- 
ment the  movement  was  in  progress,  which,  some 
years  later,  resulted  in  the  division  of  the  old  churches 
of  Massachusetts  into  two  parties.  There  was  a 
steady  growth  of  sentiment  adverse  to  the  rigid  Cal- 
vinism that  had  so  long  held  sway  in  New  England, 
there  being  a  so-called  liberal  and  conservative  party 
in  nearly  all  the  churches.  These  two  elements  were 
long  in  coming  into  any  open  collision.  But  the 
ministers  of  the  two  opposing  parties  began  to  under- 
stand each  other,  and  to  draw  more  and  more  aloof. 
•The  conservatives  were  naturally  and  conscientiously, 
of  course,  very  reluctant  to  allow  those  who  held  what 
they  esteemed  unsound  and  dangerous  doctrines  to 
preach  in  their  pulpits. 

In  the  neighboring  town  of  Norton  .was  a  minister. 
Rev.  Pitt  Clarke,  who  had  been  accustomed  to  ex- 
change with  Mr.  Reed.  He  had  espoused  the  so- 
called  liberal  ideas,  and  Mr.  Sheldon  was  unwilling 
for  this  reason  to  exchange  with  him.  This  displeased 
a  portion  of  the  Easton  congregation,  who  much  ad- 
mired Mr.  Clarke,  and  June  8,  1880,  the  following 
action  was  taken :  ''  Voted,  that  it  is  the  wish  of  the 
Parish  that  neighboring  Congregational  ministers  in 
regular  standing  should  minister  with  this  society  as 
was  formerly  the  practice."  As  this  vote  had  no 
efiect,  in  November  of  1831  the  parish  formally  re- 


quested their  minister  *'  to  exchange  pulpit  services 
with  neighboring  Congregational  ministers  indis- 
criminately, agreeably  to  the  practice  that  prevailed 
at  the  time  of  his  settlement.''  A  committee  was  a^i- 
pointed  to  wait  upon  Mr.  Sheldon,  and  they  reported 
that  he  refused  to  reply  to  them,  and  he  did  not  make 
the  exchange  as  requested.  This  was  now  April, 
1882.  The  dissension  increased.  The  parish  pro- 
posed a  mutual  council  in  order  that  the  connection 
between  pastor  and  people  might  be  dissolved.  As 
Mr.  Sheldon  took  no  notice  of  this  proposal,  his  op- 
ponents called  an  cx-parte  council,  who  voted  that 
sufficient  cause  existed  for  the  dismissal  of  the  minis- 
ter. Mr.  Sheldon  denied  the  jurisdiction  of  the  coun- 
cil. His  opposers,  however,  notified  him  that  his  ser- 
vices would  be  dispensed  with,  and  provided  another 
clergyman  to  preach  on  the  following  Sunday.  Fully 
believing  that  he  was  not  legally  dismissed,  a  belief 
justified  by  the  final  result,  Mr.  Sheldon  prepureil  to 
maintain  his  position.  Fiileen  minutes  before  the 
usual  time  of  service  he  took  possession  of  the  pulpit 
and  began  the  services.  In  the  afternoon  the  other 
clergyman  was  first  in  the  pulpit,  and  when  Mr. 
Sheldon  appeared  and  would  have  gone  into  the  pul- 
pit his  approach  thereto  was  blocked  by  a  man  as  de- 
termined as  himself.  He  thereupon  called  upon  his 
adherents  to  follow  him  to  the  chapel  near  by.  A 
large  part  of  the  audience,  including  the  major  part 
of  the  church  members,  followed  him,  and  thus  the 
open  rupture  was  eflfected.  It  must  be  stated  that  at 
all  times  a  majority  of  those  who  were  in  the  habit 
of  attending  church  favored  Mr.  Sheldon,  while  a 
majority  of  those  legally  entitled  to  vote  upon  parish 
matters  were  found  among  his  opponents.  These 
were,  however,  in  some  cases  those  who  had  no  in- 
terest in  the  parish.  There  were  a  few  such  who 
voted  upon  the  other  side,  each  party  summoning  all 
the  votes  it  could  by  any  means  secure. 

This  open  rupture  did  not  cure  the  strife.  The 
parish  voted  to  discontinue  the  salary  of  Mr.  Shel- 
don. At  the  beginning  of  1834  he  brought  suit 
against  the  trustees  for  the  payment  of  his  sidary. 
This  suit  was  hotly  contested,  but  went  against  the 
trustees.  Finding  themselves  obliged  to  pay  his 
salary,  the  parish  demanded  his  services,  hoping  to 
embarrass  his  connection  with  his  own  flock,  to 
whom,  since  the  division,  he  had  been  preaching. 
Such  a  state  of  things  was  too  exasperating  to  con- 
tinue; and,  in  1838,  the  parish  accepted  a  propo- 
sition, made  by  Mr.  Sheldon,  as  a  basis  of  settlement. 
In  consideration  of  the  sum  of  three  thousand  dol- 
lars, he  and  his  friends  discharged  the  parish  from 
all  liabilities  and  claims  they  might  have  against  it. 
On  Nov.  19,  1838,  forty-one  members  of  the  parish 
formally  withdrew  all  connection  with  it  and  organ- 
ized themselves  into  the  "Evangelical  Congrega- 
tional Society  of  Easton."  The  legal  aspects  of 
this  controversy  were  very  important  and  interest- 
ing.     The  underlying  question   was,   ^*  Whether  a 
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refusal  to  exchange  with  another  minister  could  be 
made  a  just  ground  for  refusing  to  pay  a  minister's 
salary  or  for  dismissing  him."  Mr.  Sheldon  acted 
in  accordance  with  the  advice  of  the  association  of 
orthodox  ministers.  Some  of  the  best  legal  talent 
in  the  State  urged  him  to  take  this  position,  and  what 
seemed  like  obstinate  silence  on  his  part  was  merely 
obeying  the  instruction  of  his  lawyer.  Though  his 
opponents  appealed  from  the  first  decisions,  which 
were  adverse  to  them,  these  decisions  were  sustained 
by  the  full  bench,  a  majority  composing  which  were 
Unitarians  and  opposed  to  Mr.  Sheldon's  theological 
position. 

The  concluding  history  of  the  old  parish  is  easily 
told.  It  became  at  last  distinctively  Unitarian.  In 
18.'i9,  liev,  William  H.  Taylor  ret^oivod  and  accepted 
a  call.  ^Alindful  of  the  past,  the  parish  make  a  three 
months'  notice  (after  the  first  year)  the  only  neces- 
sary condition  for  dissolving  the  pastoral  connection. 
Mr.  Taylor  did  not  remain  long.  In  1845  the  church 
was  remodeled  and  rededicated,  Rev.  Paul  Dean  hav- 
ing been  settled  the  same  year.  He  continued  pastor 
for  five  years,  and  was  succeeded  in  1851  by  Rev. 
William  Whitwell,  who  preached  here  for  seven  years. 
Rev.  George  O.  Withington  was  settled  in  1858,  and 
remained  pastor  of  the  church  for  twelve  years,  re- 
signing in  1870.  Regular  services  were  henceforward 
discontinued,  except  that  occasionally  in  summer 
preaching  has  been  sustained  for  a  while. 

The  nucleus  of  the  Evangelical  Society  was  the 
migority  of  the  members  of  the  original  church  and 
of  the  customary  attendants  ui)on  public  worship. 
This  society  organized  in  1839,  but  those  composing 
it  had  been  worshiping  in  the  church  built  by  them 
in  1833.  In  1855,  Mr.  Sheldon  relinquished  his  salary 
and  his  active  duties,  but  remained  senior  pastor  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  in  1866.  The  successor  to 
his  active  duties  was  Rev.  Lyman  Clark,  who  was 
pastor  seven  years.  Rev.  Charles  £.  Lord  was  settled 
two  years.  Rev.  Charles  Mills  somewhat  longer.  Rev. 
Mr.  Richardson  four  years,  and  Rev.  Mr.  Hudson  a 
year  and  a  half.  Rev.  Luther  Sheldon,  son  of  the 
first  pastor,  preached  as  acting  pastor  about  three 
years,  since  which  time,  1877,  the  society  was  without 
a  regular  pastor  until,  in  1882,  the  present  pastor,  Rev. 
William  H.  Dowden,  became  the  minister.  In  1882  the 
church  building  of  this  society  was  destroyed  by  fire, 
and  a  new  church  was  built  in  1883. 

The  Methodist  movement  began  in  town  about 
1790.  The  first  society  was  organized  about  1796 
in  the  northeast  part  of  the  town.  Isaac  Stokes, 
a  nailer  by  trade  and  a  kind  of  local  preacher,  was 
one  of  its  founders.  The  celebrated  Jesse  Lee  and 
the  eccentric  Lorenzo  Dow  occasionally  preached 
here  in  those  early  days,  the  latter  within  the  recol- 
lection of  many  now  living.  The  first  Methodist 
Church  was  built  on  Washington  Street,  where  the 
present  building  now  stands.  It  stood  until  1830, 
when  it  was  replaced  by  a  new  one.    This  society 


was  at  first  on  the  old  Warren  Circuit,  but  shortly 
after  1800  a  new  circuit  was  formed  including  Eastou, 
Stoughton,  and  four  other  towns.  The  first  regular 
preacher  sent  here  by  the  Conference  is  said  to  have 
been  Nehemiah  Coy.  He  was  followed  by  Thomas 
Perry,  and  afterwards  by  Samuel  Cutler.  Then  in 
1810  Rev.  John  Tinkham  was  minister.  Under  bis 
administration  the  church  flourished.  He  was  re- 
turned for  another  year,  at  the  end  of  which  he  de- 
termined to  locate  here.  He  died  in  1824  universally 
respected  and  beloved,  and  his  remains  rest  in  the 
Washington  Street  Cemetery.  During  his  ministry 
instrumental  music  was  introduced  into  the  service 
of  the  sanctuary,  much  to  the  indignation  of  some 
who  regarded  all  innovations  in  the  old-fashioned 
usages  as  likely  to  disturb  the  peace  and  mar  the 
prosperity  of  Zion.  There  were  various  supplies 
until  1829,  when  Lewis  Bates,  /amiliarly  known  as 
"  Father"  Bates,  was  appointed  for  this  station. 
During  his  stay  a  great  revival  prevailed.  Father 
Bates  was  not  an  educated  man,  and  even  boasted 
that  he  did  not  come  out  of  an  "  old  gospel-shop." 
About  this  time  Universalists  were  occasionally 
allowed  to  preach  in  the  new  building,  which  had 
been  liberally  subscribed  to  by  several  persons  who 
sympathized  with  Universalist  sentiments.  This  led 
to  serious  trouble,  and  was  finally  prevented  by  having 
the  church  deeded  to  the  Conference. 

The  revival  under  Mr.  Bates  had  been  followed  by 
a  corresponding  period  of  spiritual  decline,  and  in 
1840  and  1841,  other  revivals  under  Rev.  Nathan 
Payne  and  Rev.  Edward  Lyons  occurred.  About 
1843  a  portion  of  the  congregation,  dissatisfied  with 
the  Episcopal  form  of  government,  withdrew  and 
formed  a  Protestant  Methodist  Church.  For  about 
ten  years  previous  to  1856  the  Washington  Street 
Society  had  hardly  any  connection  with  the  Confer- 
ence, and  the  church  records  state  that  the  "  church 
experienced  rather  turbulent  times.*'  During  a  part 
of  1855-56,  Rev.  Luther  Sheldon  supplied  the  pulpit, 
and  then  the  church  was  closed.  In  1857  it  was  re- 
opened with  Rev.  John  B.  Hunt  pastor.  He  inau- 
gurated a  powerful  revival,  the  effects  of  which  upon 
one  individual  at  least  will  not  soon  be  forgotten. 

In  1861,  under  Rev.  L.  B.  Bates,  a  division  of  the 
society  occurred,  the  minister  leading  or  following 
those  who  preferred  to  have  services  held  in  the  vil- 
lage. The  village  society  built  a  church  on  Main 
Street,  and  worshiped  there  until  1876.  At  that  time 
they  moved  into  the  church  formerly  occupied  by  the 
North  Easton  Unitarian  Society,  which  had  been  pre* 
sented  to  the  Metliodists  by  Hon.  Oliver  Ames.  The 
two  Methodist  societies  supported  separate  ministers 
until  a  few  years  ago,  when  they  united  to  support  one 
pastor,  who  should  minister  to  both  societies.  This 
arrangement  still  continues. 

In  North  Easton  village  the  growing  shovel  busi- 
ness called  together  an  increasing  number  of  work- 
men, many  of  whom  were  foreigners  and  Catholics. 
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In  1850  the  fint  Catholic  Church,  now  called  "  The 
Chapel/'  was  huilt  upon  land  presented  to  the  church 
hy  Oliver  Ames  A  Sons.  The  present  commodious 
church  was  erected  in  1865.  It  was  thoroughly  re- 
modeled in  1878.  The  names  of  the  pastors  in  their 
order  are  Fathers  Fitzsimmons,  Roach,  McNulty, 
Quinu,  Fitzgerald,  Carroll,  and  the  present  pastor. 
Father  McComh.  This  church  is  large  and  flourish-, 
ing. 

In  1848  the  Protestant  Methodist  Society  was  or- 
ganized. Services  were  held  for  a  while  in  Torrey's 
Hall.  In  the  year  1845  a  church  was  huilt  Preach- 
ing was  maintained  for  ahout  five  years,  when  the  in- 
terest in  this  movement  became  small.  An  attempt 
was  made  for  a  while  to  sustain  Episcopal  Methodist 
services.  About  1855  an  interest  was  manifested  in 
Unitarian  preaching,  and  proved  a  permanent  in- 
terest. The  North  Easton  Unitarian  Society  was  or- 
ganized in  1857.  After  a  long  season  of  transient 
preaching,  in  1860  Rev.  C.  C  Hussey  was  invited  to 
become  pastor.  He  accepted  and  filled  that  office 
for  six  years.  In  the  autumn  of  1867,  Rev.  William 
L.  Chaffin  received  a  call  from  this  society,  which  he 
accepted.  He  began  preaching  as  its  pastor  on  the 
first  Sunday  of  1868.  In  August,  1875,  the  society 
moved  into  the  beautiful  church  built  by  the  late 
Hon.  Oliver  Ames,  and  presented  by  him  to  the  so- 
ciety. At  that  time  it  reorganized,  and  assumed  the 
name  of  Unity  Church. 

So  brief  a  sketch  as  the  above,  giving,  as  it  neces- 
sarily does,  only  a  bare  outline  of  the  history  of 
EUuiton,  omits  much  that  deserves  to  be  chronicled. 
Many  things  of  a  more  personal  nature,  which  would 
have  made  this  a  more  readable  narrative,  have  been 
reluctantly  omitted,  and  have  had  to  be  sacrificed  to 
a  general  statement  of  facts.  If  only  a  few  of  the 
more  widely-known  citizens  have  been  selected  for 
special  biographical  notice,  it  is  not  because  there 
have  not  been  others ;  indeed,  there  have  been  many 
others  who  well  deserved  more  special  mention  than 
they  have  received.  As  the  writer,  though  warmly 
attached  to  this  home  of  his  adoption,  has  been  a 
resident  here  for  only  about  sixteen  years,  very  few 
of  the  individuals  alluded  to  were  personally  known 
to  him.  But  the  impression  they  have  made  upon 
the  town  and  upon  the  memories  of  citizens  now 
living  justify  such  a  reference  to  them.  Among  them 
well  known  in  other  days  as  men  of  mark  and  char- 
acter were  Daniel  Wheaton,  Elijah  Howard,  Martin 
Wilde,  Howard  Lothrop,  Dr.  Caleb  Swan,  Gen.  Shop- 
ard  Leach,  and  Rev.  Luther  Sheldon.  Other  names 
will  readily  occur  to  those  who  have  been  at  all  famil- 
iar with  the  history  of  the  town.  Easton  may  well 
be  proud  of  her  industries ;  she  has  more  reason  to 
be  proud  of  the  men  and  women  she  has  given  to  the 
world. 
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OLIVER  AMB8,  Sr. 

Hon.  Oliver  Ames,  the  founder  of  the  great  manu- 
facturing firm  of  O.  Ames  &  Sons,  was  bom  at  Ply- 
mouth, Mass.,  April  11,  1779,  being  the  youngest  son 
of  Capt  John  and  Susannah  Ames,  and  was  a  lineal 
descendant  of  William  Ames,  who  came  to  this  coun- 
try in  1638  and  settled  in  Braintree,  Mass.  His  early 
education  was  gained  by  ordinary  common -school 
instruction,  and  by  the  practical  experience  of  hard 
work  in  his  father's  blacksmith -shop.  These  fur- 
nished him  the  groundwork  of  a  sober  judgment,  in- 
dustrious habits,  and  a  stable  and  energetic  charac- 
ter. At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  went  to  Springfield, 
where  he  learned  the  trade  of  gunsmith.  In  April, 
1803,  he  married  Susannah  Angler,  and  by  this  mar- 
riage two  distinct  branches  of  the  English  family  of 
Ames  which  had  sent  representatives  to  this  country 
were  united ;  for  Susannah  Angler  was  a  descend- 
ant of  Dr.  William  Ames,  a  famous  author  and  pro- 
fessor. Very  soon  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Ames  re- 
moved from  Bridgewater  to  Easton,  and  commenced 
the  manufacture  of  shovels.  After  a  stay  of  over 
two  years  at  Easton,  he  removed  to  Plymouth  to 
manufacture  shovels  for  Messrs.  Russell,  Davis  &  Co., 
and  he  continued  there  until  about  1813,  when  he 
returned  to  Easton.  He  had  determined  upon  this 
return  previous  to  this  time,  had  purchased  land  and 
a  good  water-privilege,  and  had  begun  the  erection 
of  a  dwelling-house.  He  was  one  of  a  company  to 
build  a  cotton-factory  for  the  manufacture  of  cotton 
fabrics.  He  had  manufactured  hoes  and  shovels 
during  his  first  stay  in  E^aston,  but  on  his  second  ar- 
rival he  began  again  the  business  that  has  now  be- 
come world-famed.  Difiicultied  and  embarrassments 
that  would  have  defeated  any  one  but  a  man  of  great 
ability  and  persistent  energy  beset  him  in  these  early 
days.  The  cotton-factory  burned ;  the  war  of  1812 
had  had  a  disastrous  efiect  upon  business;  he  was 
endeavoring  to  restore  the  business  of  his  father  to  a 
prosperous  condition ;  and  he  had  made  great  outlays 
in  getting  established  at  Easton.  But  his  credit  was 
good  and  his  courage  strong ;  his  character  and  abil- 
ity alike  inspired  unlimited  confidence;  and  he 
worked  steadily  on  to  a  sure  and  lasting  success. 

With  only  a  humble  beginning,  shovels  being  made 
by  hand  and  carried  to  market  upon  a  one-horse 
wagon,  the  business  steadily  increased,  shop  being 
added  to  shop,  workmen  increasing  by  scores,  until  it 
has  become  by  far  the  largest  and  most  prosperous 
shovel  business  in  the  world.  He  would  never  allow 
any  work  to  be  sent  to  the  market  tliat  was  imperfect, 
and  he  thus  laid  the  foundation  for  the  great  reputa- 
tion which  the  Ames  shovel  has  borne,  and  which  it 
continues  to  bear. 

In  1828-29  he  represented  his  town  in  the  Massa- 
chusetts Legislature,  serving   with  marked  ability 
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upon  the  Committee  on  Manufacture*}.  In  1845  he 
was  elected,  contrary  to  his  desires,  and  by  a  large 
vote,  to  the  Massachusetts  Senate.  He  was,  however, 
no  lover  of  office,  and  desired  only  that  he  might 
have  the  charge  of  the  highways  of  his  town  intrusted 
to  him,  a  charge  he  took  pride  in,  and  faithfully  ful- 
filled. He  was  a  man  of  strong  and  resolute  will,  of 
great  force  of  character,  indomitable  energy,  and  per- 
severing industry.  He  was  the  possessor  of  a  splendid 
physique,  and  easily  bore  off  the  palm  in  all  feats  of 
strength  and  skill,  especially  in  wrestling,  of  which 
he  was  very  fond.  His  manly  and  dignified  bearing 
gave  every  one  who  saw  him  the  impression  that  they 
looked  upon  a  man  of  mark.  He  was  such  a  man 
as  a  stranger,  meeting  upon  the  street,  would  turn 
t<)  look  at  a  second  time.  Born  of  the  people,  ho  was 
always  very  simple  in  his  tastes  and  democratic  in 
his  feelings  and  principles.  In  his  likes  and  dislikes 
he  was  equally  decided,  but  his  judgments  were  based 
upon  what  he  believed  to  be  the  real  worth  of  any  one, 
without  reference  to  his  station  or  condition.  He  was 
consequently  greatly  respected  and  beloved  by  his 
neighbors  and  fellow-townsmen.  He  was  enthusi- 
astically fond  of  farming,  and,  like  Daniel  Webster, 
was  especially  fond  of  fine  oxen,  always  obtaining 
the  best,  and  taking  great  pleasure  in  their  manage- 
ment. He  took  an  early  stand,  both  as  a  matter  of 
principle  and  practice,  in  favor  of  temperance,  and 
brought  up  his  family  according  to  total  abstinence 
principles.  He  was  a  decided  Unitarian  in  his  re- 
ligious convictions,  having  a  cordial  dislike  to  the 
rigid  tenets  of  the  Calvinism  of  his  day.  He  was 
liberal  in  his  aid  of  religious  institutions,  to  which  he 
also  gave  the  sanction  of  his  personal  attendance. 
His  charities  were  large,  and  they  were  not  bounded 
by  the  limits  of  his  sect  or  neighborhood.  His  de- 
fects were  such  as  pertained  merely  to  his  limited 
culture  and  to  the  stern  conflict  and  discipline  of  his 
early  life.  Mr.  Ames  lived  to  the  ripe  old  age  of 
eighty-four  years,  dying  at  North  Easton,  Sept.  11, 
1863.  

OAKES  AMES. 

Hon.  Oakes  Ames  is  the  most  widely  known  of  any 
of  the  citizens  of  Easton,  and  the  one  who  has  had 
the  greatest  influence  upon  the.fortunes  and  affairs  of 
the  country.  To  him  more  than  to  any  other  man 
belongs  the  great  credit  of  accomplishing  one  of  the 
grandest  enterprises  of  this  generation,  the  building 
of  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad.  For  that  work,  which 
has  been  of  incalculable  benefit  to  the  country  in 
many  ways,  he  deserves  the  gratitude  of  all  its  citi- 
zens, and  his  name  will  always  be  associated  with 
that  splendid  achievement. 

Oakes  Ames  was  the  oldest  son  of  Oliver  and  Su- 
sannah Ames,  and  was  born  in  Easton,  Mass.,  Jan. 
10,  1804.  He  passed  his  youth  there,  acquiring  a 
common-school  education,  and  assisting  his  father  in 
the  workshop  and  on  the  farm.    He  gained  a  thor- 


ough knowledge  of  the  shovel  business,  in  which  his 
father  was  engaged,  and  he  devoted  to  it  for  yean  a 
laborious  industry  and  great  energy,  early  becoming 
its  overseer.  In  1844  his  father,  having  reached  the 
age  of  sixty-five,  withdrew  from  all  active  participa- 
tion in  the  business,  turning  it  over  to  his  sons,  Oakea 
and  Oliver,  and  from  this  date  the  firm  bore  the  name 
of  Oliver  Ames  Si  Sons.  The  discovery  of  gold  in 
California  and  Australia,  and  the  vast  increase  of. 
railroad  building,  gave  a  new  impetus  to  the  shovel 
business,  and  it  rapidly  grew  to  extensive  proportions, 
and  became  very  profitable.  It  was  managed  with 
great  enterprise,  and  weathered  the  financial  storm 
of  1857  without  serious  disturbance,  and  went  on  to 
increasing  success. 

In  1860  Oakes  Ames  was  elected  councilor  from  the 
Bristol  district,  and  served  with  great  efficiency  as 
one  of  the  cabinet  officers  of  Governor  Andrew,  by 
whom  he  was  highly  esteemed.  He  was  soon  solicited 
to  become  candidate  for  Congress  from  the  Second 
District.  On  the  informal  ballot  at  the  nominating 
convention  he  received  two-thirds  of  all  the  votes 
cast.  He  was  elected  by  a  large  popular  vote.  This 
WAS  for  the  Thirty-eighth  Congress,  and  he  was  re- 
elected for  the  four  succeeding  Congresses,  serving 
ten  years  altogether.  During  these  ten  years  he  was 
a  member  of  the  several  Committees  on  Manufactures, 
on  the  Pacific  liailroad,  on  Revolutionary  Claims, 
and  on  Roads  and  Canals,  and  his  business  experience 
and  sound  practical  judgment  rendered  his  services 
valuable  upon  these  several  committees.  He  was  a 
warm  friend  of  President  Lincoln,  and  enjoyed  his 
personal  confidence. 

It  was  as  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Railroads 
that  he  first  became  interested  in  the  government 
project  of  building  a  road  to  the  Pacific.  In  July, 
1862,  Congress  passed  an  act  authorising  and  making 
some  provision  for  the  construction  of  a  railroad  and 
telegraph  line  from  the  Missouri  to  the  Pacific. 
Scarcely  anything,. however,  was  done  about  it.  In 
July,  1864,  the  need  of  such  a  line  of  communication 
between  the  East  and  the  West  was  imperatively  felt, 
and  Congress  passed  a  second  act  more  liberal  than 
the  first,  doubling  the  land-grant,  authorizing  the 
issue  of  mortgage  bonds  to  the  same  amount  as  the 
government  bonds,  and  making  the  latter  a  second 
mortgage,  and  offering  to  withhold  only  one-half  the 
money  the  road  might  earn  for  government  transpor- 
tation. One  attempt  to  construct  the  road  under  this 
new  arrangement  signally  failed.  Oakes  Ames  was 
then  looked  to  as  the  man  competent  to  undertake 
and  complete  this  gigantic  work.  Many  prominent 
men,  among  them  President  Lincoln,  urged  him  to 
undertake  it  for  the  public  good.  After  nearly  a  year 
of  such  solicitation,  and  after  careful  deliberation,  he 
decided  to  do  it,  and  thus  to  connect  his  name  im- 
perishably  with  the  greatest  public  work  of  the  cen- 
tury in  this  country. 

It  is  impossible  in  the  necessary  limits  of  this  brief 
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sketch  to  trace  even  in  outline  the  profpnen  and  too* 
ceasAil  completion  of  that  great  work,  or  to  do  more 
than  allude  to  the  famous  Credit  MobllieraflUr  which 
engaged  such  general  attention  and  created  each 
absurd  excitement.  Once  undertaken,  Oakes  Ames 
gave  to  the  work  all  his  accustomed  energy.  He  in- 
vested a  million  dollars  and  hazarded  hia  entire  for- 
tune in  the  enterprise.  He  invited  hia  friends  to  join 
him  and  invest  their  capital,  men  in  and  out  of  Oon- 
g^ress  being  invited  to  engage  in  it  on  the  same  terma. 
The  obstacles  to  be  overcome,  both  physical  and 
financial,  were  immense.  But  they  were  overcome, 
and  on  May  10, 1869,  the  rails  of  the  Union  Paelflo 
and  Central  Pacific  were  joined  at  Promontory  P6int, 
and  the  Pacific  Road  was  complete ;  the  East  and  West 
were  united,  and  this  was  seven  yeaia  earlier  than  the 
terms  of  the  contract  required.  Aa  to  the  Credit  Mo* 
bilier  affair,  those  have  been  freest  to  condemn  it  who 
knew  least  about  it  It  b  safe  to  amert  that  not  one 
in  a  hundred  of  those  who  used  that  term  as  a  qrmbol 
of  business  iniquity  really  knew  what  it  meant.  It 
was  for  this  very  reason  a  convenient  and  powerftil 
weapon  to  wield  in  a  time  of  great  political  excite- 
ment It  suggested  unknown  horrors  and  depths  of 
iniquity.  In  fact,  however,  it  was  a  oomtnietion  com- 
pany. Roads  had  been  bnilt  by  the  same  method  be- 
fore ;  they  are  commonly  bnilt  in  the  same  way  in  the 
West  to-day. 

It  was  not  until  this  matter  was  given  a  political 
turn  that  anything  wrong  was  mspacted*  It  was 
found  that  several  congressmen  had  a  financial  inter- 
est in  It,  and  it  was  asserted  that  Mr.  Ames  had  inter- 
ested them  with  corrupt  intent  in  order  to  influence 
their  legislation,  and  they  were  aocnaed  of  taking 
bribes.  Yielding  to  popular  damor,  Gongrem  de- 
manded investigation.  Two  committees  were  ap- 
pointed to  make  it  They  aat  for  months,  made  their 
reports  to  Congress,  and  on  the  SMb  day  of  Fehmary 
the  House  passed  a  reaolntlon  condemning  the  con- 
duct of  Mr.  Ames  "  in  seeking^— co  reada  the  resolve— 
"  to  procure  congressional  attention  to  the  aflkirs  of  a 
corporation  in  which  he  was  Intersstod,"  etc  He 
alone  must  bear  the  brunt  of  the  storm  and  be  oflbred 
up  as  a  scapegoat^  where  in  really  no  sacrifice  was 
needed.  He  was  charged  with  bribery  when  it  did 
P  not  appear  that  any  man  had  been  bribed.  Thechaige 
•  rested  upon  the  assertion  of  one  man,  and  that  man 
an  interested  party,  whose  word  was  good  for  nothing 
in  the  face  of  Mr.  Amos'  denial.  In  fact^  no  legisla- 
tion was  desired  or  even  looked  for.  Mr.  Ames,  for 
the  good  of  the  enterprise,  endeavored  to  enlist  the 
influence  of  prominent  men  in  diffbrent  parts  of  the 
country.  There  was  far  less  reason,  why  ownership 
in  the  stock  referred  to  should  embarrass  a  congress- 
man than  hb  ownership  of  stock  in  a  national  bank, 
an  iron  furnace,  a  woolen-mill,  or  even  in  government 
bonds.  Those  congressmen  who  openly  declared  their 
ownership  in  the  Credit  Mobilier  stock  and  regretted 
they  had  so  little,  are  held  in  honor  to-day.  But  those 


who,  foarfol  of  ^fae  result  of  such  confosslon  upon  their 
political  chances,  sought  to  evade  the  matter,  have 
been  permanently  disgraced ;  but  from  that  day  to 
this,  in  proportion  as  the  case  is  understood  and  hie 
services  appreciated,  Oakes  Ames  has  risen  in  popular 
regard. 

The  Massachusetts  Legislature,  May  7, 1888,  passed 
a  resolve  relating  to  the  above-named  vote  of  censure, 
acknowledging  "the  great  services  of  Oakes  Ames," 
"his  unfiinching  truthfolness  and  honesty,"  the  public 
confidence  in  his  integrity  and  honor,  and  ending 
thus:  ''Therefore  the  Legislature  of  Ifassachusetu 
hereby  expresses  its  gratitude  for  his  work  and  its 
folth  in  hk  integrity  of  purpose  and  character,  and 
asks  for  like  recognition  thereof  on  the  part  of  the 
national  Oongrem."  « 

Oakes  Ames  was  a  man  of  large  and  powerful 
firame,— "  the  broad-shouldered  Ames,"  as  Mr.  Lin- 
coln called  him.  He  was  courageous  and  enter- 
prising in  business  aflkirs,  with  a  Sfieclal  liking  for 
large  undertakings.  The  Pacific  Railroad  suited  his 
liking  and  capacity  /or  great  and  adventurous  tasks. 
He  was  very  temperate,  a  total  abstinent  from  all  in- 
toxicating drinks,  and  was  simple  and  democratic  in 
his  tastes,  caring  little  for  the  luxuries  that  usually 
accompany  great  wealth.  Hhi  business  integrity  was 
unquestioned.  Under  a  rugged  exterior  he  carried  a 
kind  hearty  and  after  his  death  scores  of  letters  from 
various  quarters  told  his  frienlds  of  numerous  kind- 
nesses until  then  unknown  to  them.  In  1828  he 
married  Eveline  O.,  daughter  of  Joshua  Qilmore,  of 
Easton.  Of  this  union  there  were  bom  Oakes  An- 
gler, April  16,  1829;  Oliver,  born  Feb.  4,  1881; 
Frank  Morton,  bom  Aug.  14,  1888;  Henry,  born 
April,  1880,  and  died  in  September,  1841 ;  and  Susan 
Eveline,  bora  May  12, 1841.  ^e  was  stricken  with 
paralysis  on  the  6th  day  of  May,  and  on  Thursday, 
the  8th  day  of  May,  1878,  he  died. 

OUVBR  AMB8,  Ja. 

Hon.  Oliver  Ames,  the  second  of  that  name,  was 
the  third  son  of  Hon.  Oliver  and  Susannah  Ames. 
He  was  bora  at  Plymouth,  Mass.,  Nov.  6, 1807.  In 
1814  he  became  a  resident  of  Easton  by  his  father's 
removal  to  this  place,  sin^e  which  time  Easton  has 
been  his  home.  In  his  youth  his  time  was  divided 
between  attending  school  and  employment  in  the 
shovel-works.  He  became  an  expert  workman,  and 
was  thorough  in  every  branch  of  the  shovel  manu- 
focture.  He  aUio  showed  great  aptitude  for  study, 
and  in  1828,  being  disabled  for  active  labor  by  a  se- 
vere fall,  he  entered  an  academy  at  North  Andover, 
Mass.,  intending  to  prepare  for  college,  and  ultimately 
to  study  law,  for  which  pursuit  his  talents  peculiarly 
fitted  him ;  but,  after  spending  a  year  and  a  half  at 
the  academy,  he  entered  as  a  law  student  the  office  of 
William  Baylies,  Esq.,  of  West  Bridgewater.  This 
proved  unfavorable  to  his  health,  and  with  the  in- 
creasing demands  of  business  at  home  led  htm  to 
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c:i««t  ill  his  lot  with  thai  of  )ii8  father  and  his  brother 
<  hikes. 

In  .Inne,  IS.*^.?,  he  married  Snrah,  c1anp;htcr  of  Hon. 
Ilonanl  l^olhrop,  of  Kuston.  In  1844  he  entered  into 
copartnership  with  his  father  and  brother,  forming  the 
house  f»f  O.  Ames  Sc  Sons,  and  became  a  most  efficient 
co-lnborer  with  them.  As  early  as  1826  he  became 
much  interested  in  the  temperance  movement,  sup- 
jwrlinp  the  cause  of  total  abstinence,  of  wJiich  from 
that  time  lie  was  a  consistent  and  earnest  advocate, 
Hcrvinjr  it  actively  and  contribnlinp:  to  it  larp;ely.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Whig  party,  and,  at  its  dissolii- 
tinii.  joitKMl  the  Kepnblicnii  parly,  takinj^a  lively  in- 
terest in  its  principles  and  measures.  In  1852  he  was 
elected  to  the  Senate  of  Massachusetts  by  the  Legis- 
lature, there  being  no  choice  by  the  people,  and  he 
di<l  excellent  service  upon  several  import«int  commit- 
tees. In  1857  he  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate  by 
popular  vote.  In  some  of  the  campaigns  he  made 
cflective  speeches  upon  the  issues  of  the  hour.  In 
1S55  the  Messrs.  Amea  built  the  Easton  liranch  Rail- 
road, and  afler  this  became  interested  in  those  im- 
portant railroad  enterprises  in  which  the  two  brothers 
became  so-  deservedly  famous.  The  achievement  of 
building  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad,  which  was 
mainly  accomplished  by  their  united  efforts,  is  now 
common  history.  In  18GG,  Oliver  Ames  was  elected 
president  of  that  railroad,  an  oflice  he  held  with  sig- 
nal ability  until  3Iarch,  1871.  During  this  time  the 
road  passeil  through  some  of  its  stormiest  days  and 
severest  trials.  His  sound  judgment,  great  business 
capacity,  and  inflexible  integrity  were  of  immense 
service  in  carrying  this  great  enterprise  safely  through 
difficulty  and  peril  to  final  success. 

Oliver  Ames  held  many  positions  of  trust  and  re- 
sponsibility, of  which  a  few  may  be  mentioned.  He 
was  a  trustee  in  the  Taunton  Insane  Asvlum  for 
about  twenty  years;  he  has  been  president  of  the 
National  Hank  of  Eastern,  of  the  Ames  Plow  Coin- 
pMiiy,  and  the  Kinsley  Iron  and  Machine  Company; 
a  flircctor  in  the  Union  Pacific,  Atlantic  and  Pacific, 
Kansas  Pacific,  Denver  Pacific,  Colorado  Central,  Old 
C«>loiiy  and  Newport,  and  other  railroads ;  also  of  the 
Hristol  County  National  Rank,  and  other  corporations. 
llis  public  spirit  led  him  to  take  grent  interest  in 
enterprises  of  education,  philanthropy,  and  reform. 
He  was  identified  with  agricultural,  historical,  and 
other  societies,  and  willingly  served  for  years  on  the 
lioard  of  school  committee  of  Easton.  He  was  always 
interested  in  the  Unitarian  Churches  of  Easton  and 
North  Easton,  was  constant  in  his  attendance  upon 
religious  services,  and  for  several  years  was  a  Sunday- 
school  superintendent.  He  died  at  North  Easton, 
3Iarch  0,  1877. 

Oliver  Ames  stood  among  the  foremost  in  his  repu- 
tAtion  for  a  manly  and  unblemished  character,  and 
for  business  ability, — a  reputation  ho  well  deserved. 
No  one  could  be  with  him  without  seeing  that  he  was 
a  strong,  subsUintial,  able,  and  honorable  man.     His 


name  was  felt  to  be  a  sufiicient  indorsement  of  the 
worth  and  promise  of  any  enterprise.  Though  Cakes 
Ames,  with  characteristic  courage,  took  the  initiative 
in  the  magnificent  undertaking  of  constructing  the 
Union  Pacific  Railroad,  his  brother,  by  the  co-opera- 
tion of  his  sound  judgment  as  well  as  by  his  financial 
support,  shares  in  the  honor  of  that  splendid  achieve- 
ment. Rusiness  cares  were  not,  however,  allowed  to 
engross  all  his  attention.  He  continued,  to  the  last, 
bis  interest  in  literature,  kept  himself  familiar  with 
the  great  questions  that  agitate  thought  and  life,  en- 
joyed the  society  of  cultivated  persons,  and  often  sur- 
prised them  by  the  clearness  and  comprehensiveness 
of  his  carefully-formed  opinions.  In  his  character 
there  were  blended  an  admirable  simplicity  and  a 
most  cordial  fellow-feeling  with  a  real  dignity  and 
refinement.  He  was  noted  for  his  generosity.  No  help 
was  denied  any  object  that  commanded  his  confi- 
dence; but  he  shrank  from  all  publicity  in  his  benefac- 
tions. He  had  a  high  sense  of  honor  that  was  prompt 
to  rebuke  anything  mean  and  dishonorable.  He  was 
not  only  a  philanthropic,  but  he  was  also  a  religious 
man,  with  a  strong  faith  in  God  and  in  immortality, — 
a  faith  that  at  the  last  ripened  into  glad  anticipation. 
All  his  benefactions  will  never  be  known,  but  those 
he  was  known  to  have  bestowed  were  most  wisely 
made,  and  are  doing  a  good  that  is  incalculable. 
Reference  has  already  been  made  in  the  sketch  of 
Easton  to  some  of  his  large  bequests,  to  his  gifts  of  a 
fund  of  fifty  thousand  dollars  each  for  the  schools, 
the  roads,  and  for  a  free  public  library,  as  well  as  his 
gift  of  the  beautiful  and  costly  church  to  the  Uni- 
tarian Society.  Besides  these  may  be  mentioned  his 
gift  of  about  thirty-five  thousand  dollars  for  the 
Plymouth  monument,  ten  thousand  for  building 
Unity  Church  parsonage,  and  two  other  bequests  of 
the  same  amount  to  keep  the  church,  parsonage,  and 
cemetery  in  repair.  In  these  gifts,  and  by  the  influ- 
ence of  his  noble  character,  he  has  signally  bles.sed 
his  town,  and  has  left  behind  him  a  perpetual  memo- 
rial of  good.  Oliver  Ames*  children  were  Frederick 
Lothrop  Ames,  born  June  8,  1835,  and  Helen  Angier 
Ames,  born  Nov.  11,  1836,  and  died  Dec.  13,  1882. 


E.  J.  W.  MORSE. 

Edward  J.  W.  Morse  was  a  descendant  in  the 
eighth  generation  from  Samuel  Morse,  who  was  of  a 
Norman  family  of  high  antiquity,  and  was  born  in 
Devonshire,  England,  in  1585,  and  came  to  New  Eng- 
land in  ship  "Increase,"  April  15,  1635,  settled  first 
in  Watertown,  in  1637  in  Dedham,  and  died  at  Med- 
field,  Mass.,  June  20,  1654.  In  1635  he  was  one  of  a 
company  who  settled  a  tract  of  land  south  of  the 
Charles  River.  The  next  year  they  changed  the 
name  of  their  town  from  Contentment  to  Dedham, 
the  General  Court  passing  an  act  Sept.  10,  1636,  in- 
corporating it.  In  this  movement  Samuel  Morse  was 
the  leader,  and  was  chosen  collector.    "The  first  set- 
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ztts^  r.i  Dtdluuii  were  a  renuirkAble  oollecUon  of 
iHsitiut..  TniditioD  brings  down  a  high  character  at- 
uii:i,*«i  v^  nuttt  of  the  names  on  its  eariy  reconls,  and 
zjjti^  T.abiic  &od  prirate  acU  fully  confinn  it.  Or- 
6i7-.T  Lijd  iDdinttrioos  in  their  habits,  they  allowed  no 
I 'lit  i^  remjuD  in  the  community  who  was  not  engaged 
-L  H'.u^i:  reg^ular  occupation.  Any  violation  of  rules 
i»ii*  f  /i-uwed  by  a  penalty,  y^  tlie  most  exact  strict- 
i*i^  Wits  nccomiianied  by  equally  unfailing  kindness." 
SkJLue]  wau»  townsman  (selectman),  1640-42;  toreas- 
Lrei,  collector,  etc.  A  monument  to  his  memory  and 
vnlcrs  of  hid  family  stands  in  Uie  town  of  Medfield. 
lie  msLrried  bis  wife  Elizabeth  in  England,  and  their 
itxen  children  were  probably  all  bom  tliere. 

His  son  John  (second  generation),  born  IGll,  in- 
Leritcti  the  homestead  in  Dedliam.  This  he  soon 
s-uld.  aud  went  to  Boston  to  become  a  merchant  tailor. 
In  l4>So  lie  went  to  England,  making  his  will  the 
sanie  year.  He  died  in  1657,  leaving  his  widow, 
Anuis,  with  forty  pounds.  His  other  property,  in- 
ventoried at  three  hundred  and  eighty-seven  pounds, 
nine  hhilliiigs,  five  pence,  was  to  be  equally  divided 
among  hid  eight  surviving  children.  One  of  these 
was  Joseph  (third  generation).  He  married,  Nov.  12, 
1008,  Priscilla  Colbume,  and  settled  In  Medford,  near 
*'  Death's  Bridge,"  where  he  "built  a  house  in  the 
time  of  King  Philip's  war,"  and  died  in  1689.  His 
f>ec4>iid  {^iij,  Joseph  (fourth  generation),  graduated  at 
Harvard  in  1095,  became  A.M.,  and  was  pastor  of  the 
church  in  Canton  for  twenty  years  from  1707.  He 
y/aa  persecuted  out  of  the  pulpit,  but  remained  a 
member  until  his  death,  in  1749,  ut  seventy-one  years. 
\l\6  cbtute  was  inventoried  at  seventeen  hundred  and 
hixly-threc  pounds,  five  shillings,  six  pence,  his 
library  at  thirty-five  pounds,  and  his  plate  at  thirty- 
seven  pounds,  ten  shillings.  By  his  wife  Amity  he 
had  Hix  children.  Henry  (fifth  generation)  married 
Abigail  Clapp,  at  Stougbton;  had  six  children,  one 
of  whom  was  Asa  (sixth  generation).  He  was  horn 
Nov.  7,  1752,  married  Hannah  Griggs,  of  Itoxbury, 
in  1778,  resided  in  Canton,  and  had  seven  children, 
one  being  James  (seventh  generation).  He  married 
Lucy  Whiting,  lived  in  Dcdhani,  was  u  musician  and 
clerk  of  a  military  company,  and  a  hatter  by  occupa- 
tion. 

10(1  ward  J.  W.  Morse  was  born  in  De<lliani,  Mjiss., 
and  had  a  common  school  education,  and  from  an  early 
age  worked  iu  cotton-mills  in  Mansfield  and  Ded- 
ham  as  mule-spinner,  and  from  a  low  round  on  for- 
tune's ladder  rose  step  by  step  to  occupy  a  high 
financial  standing  by  his  attentive  industry  and  the 
force  of  his  strong  individuality,  lie  came  to  Easton 
about  1828  to  take  charge  of  a  cotton-cloth  factory  as 
agent  and  mamiger  at  the  early  age  of  nineteen,  and 
ever  after  made  his  home  here.  He  was  connected 
with  business  in  the  same  building  in  which  he  com- 
menced his  labors  at  the  time  of  his  death.  (It  was 
built  in  1802,  and  is  still  standing.) 

About  1833  he  began  the  manufacture  of  cotton 


thread,  under  the  firm-name  of  E.  J.  W.  Morse  &  Co. 
This  name  is  still  continued  in  the  business,  which  is 
now  conducted  by  his  son,  Edward  N.  Mor&e,  and 
his  grandsons.  He  establisheil  his  business  in  eight 
other  places,  and  was  a  general  partner  in  each  man- 
ufactory. Six  were  in  Easton,  one  in  Kingston,  M:iss., 
one  in  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  and  one  in  l^Iilford.  N.  H. 
The  building  up  of  this  enormous  bn.sincss  in  twenty- 
tlircc  years  indicates  something  of  the  push  and  busi- 
ness ability  of  Mr.  Morse.  At  the  time  of  his  death, 
Aug.  17, 1865,  he  was  the  largest  land-owner  in  li^ton, 
and  was  but  fifty-six  years  old.  He  was  uniformly  suc- 
cessful in  his  undertakings,  and,  although  a  Whig  in 
politics,  attended  to  his  business  strictly,  leaving  to 
those  who  caretl  for  them  the  eniolnmenLs  and  honors 
ofodicial  place.  Hejoincnl  thcCtmgregalional  C-hurch 
at  the  age  of  seventeen,  and  continued  in  its  fellowship 
during  life.  He  had  decideil  musicail  Uistes.  When 
but  eighteen  was  a  member  of  the  l^Iedfield  Hrass 
Band,  was  leader  of  the  church  choir  of  lOiiston  for 
years,  l>ought  for  the  church  its  first  organ  and  was 
its  organist,  and  ret^iined  the  s;ime  position  when  the 
larger  one  was  introduced. 

He  was  liberal  to  all  good  objects,  social  and  full  of 
humor  in  his  associations  with  others,  and,  while  very 
affable  and  courteous,  was  of  prompt  decision  and  res- 
olute character.  He  could  and  would  say  "  No"  to  all 
phuis  or  schemes  which  his  judgment  did  not  approve. 
Positive  in  his  own  convictions,  he  was  very  consider- 
ate of  the  opinions  of  others,  did  much  to  mold  pub- 
lic opinion,  and  bad  many  warm  and  stanch  friends. 

He  married  Eliza  C,  daughter  «>f  Daniel  mui  ('ath- 
arine  Newcomb.  She  was  a  direct  descendant  of 
Francis  Newcomb,  the  emigrant.  (See  biography  of 
Nathaniel  Newcomb,  of  Norton.)  8he  first  came  to 
Easton  on  the  day  of  her  nmrriagc  to  Mr.  Morse,  May 
17,  1830,  and  shortly  after  united  with  the  Congrega- 
tional Church,  with  which  she  was  in  communion  for 
many  years  and  until  her  death,  at  the  ripe  age  of 
seventy-seven  years,  April  t),  1883.  The  last  few 
years  of  her  life  she  was  prevented  by  poor  health 
from  taking  the  active  part  in  the  church  and  l>enev- 
olent  c;iuses  which  she  had  been  wont  to  take,  but 
her  interest  was  unabateil,  her  zeal  never  (lagged, 
and  her  heartfelt  sympathy  and  generous  assi-^^tiince 
were  given  to  every  call  for  aid.  ''8he  stretched  out 
her  hand  to  the  poor;  yea,  she  stretched  out  her 
hand  to  the  needy." 

Mr.  Morse  had  two  children,  Edward  N.  and  Car- 
oline K.,  who  died  unnnirried. 

Edward  N.  Morse,  born  Oct.  12,  1831,  succee<led 
to  his  father  in  manufacturing,  iruirried,  Oct.  4,  1804, 
Hannah  Alice,  daughter  of  Deacon  John  and  Eliza- 
beth (Hassett)  Bryant,  of  New  iJedford,  Mass.  Their 
children  are  Caroline  A.  (married  Abner  J.  Towne, 
of  IJoston),  Edward  J.  W.  and  Gertrude  li.  (twins), 
Alfred  H.,  Orace  N.  (deceased),  Justin  N.,  and  Flor- 
ence W. 
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JOHN   KIMBALL. 

Tlic  Kimlmll  fiunily  is  oiio  of  the  oldest  in  New 
Kn^lniHl.  It  sprang  from  Hichard  Kimball,  who, 
with  hiM  wife  Ursnia  and  seven  chihlren,  left  their 
liomc  in  England,  braved  the  dangers  of  a  stormy 
ocean,  landed  on  the  inhospitable  shores  of  an  un- 
broken wilderness,  and  commenced  a  new  life,  de- 
prived of  the  comforts  and  luxuries  of  civilization, 
but  blest  with  civil  and  religious  liberty.  He  came 
from  the  old  town  of  Ipswich,  England,  on  the  ship 
"  Elizabeth,''  and  in  1634,  at  the  age  of  thirty-nine, 
settled  in  Ipswich,  in  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony. 
The  next  year  he  was  admitted  a  freeman,  which  fact 
proves  him  a  Puritan  in  good  standing.  He  was  the 
father  of  eleven  children,  and  died  June  22,  1675. 
From  this  patriarch  most  of  the  New  England  Kim- 
balls  are  descended. 

John  Kimball,  son  of  Isaac  and  Bebecca  (Evans) 
Kimball,  was  bom  in  Easton,  Mass.,  Jan.  1,  1810,  in 
the  building  now  (1883)  occupied  by  his  son  George 
AS  a  store.  His  father  was  born  in  Easton,  Sept.  18, 
1770,  married  Nov.  16,  1797,  Rebecca  Evans,  born  in 
South  Reading,  Oct  16,  1776.  They  began  house- 
keeping where  John  was  born.  Isaac  was  a  trader, 
in  early  life  a  carpenter,  and  built  the  house  spoken 
<if,  and  kept  it  as  an  inn  and  small  ntoro.  It  was  a 
stnge  station,  where  the  aristocratic  and  pretentious 
coachcH  changed  horses,  and  in  those  days  the  "  inn- 
kee))er"  was  a  man  of  consequence.  Isaac  and  Rebecca 
had  four  children  who  grew  up.  Betsey  (second  wife 
of  Barzillia  Drake),  Rebecca  (first  wife  of  Barzillia 
Drake),  John,  and  Sarah,  who  married  Calvin  Keith. 
Mr.  Kimball  died  Aug.  28,  1848,  aged  seventy -six. 
His  wife  died  April  21,  1813.  Ammi  Kimball,  father 
of  Isaac,  came  to  Easton  in  early  life,  and  was  a 
laboring  man,  attaining  a  good  length  of  days. 

John  Kimball  had  a  common-school  education 
merely,  remained  with  his  father  as  clerk  from  the 
age  of  ten,  and  finally  succeeded  him  in  business  in 
1834.  For  twenty-one  years  he  was  in  trade,  devot- 
ing himself  closely  to  business,  and  was  prosperous 
withal.  In  1855  he  retired  from  merchandising  with 
woilth,  and  was  succeede<l  by  Drake  &  Howard,  who 
were  in  trade  eleven  years.  In  1866,  John  T.  Kim- 
ball succeeded  them,  and  after  six  years  be  was  suc- 
ceeded (in  1872)  by  his  brother,  George  L.,  who  now 
occupies  his  father's  and  grandfather's  stand.  Mr. 
John  Kimball  is  Republican  in  politics,  and  was 
I>ostmnster  for  nineteen  years  from  1863  to  1882,  was 
tr)wn  clerk  and  treasurer  from  1853  to  1872,  selectman 
And  overseer  of  the  f^oor  from  1860  to  1872,  and  was 
representative  from  Easton  to  the  Massachusetts  Leg- 
islature in  1857.  He  married,  April  30,  1833,  Lu- 
sanna  Williams,  who  was  born  in  Easton,  Aug.  6, 
1814.  She  was  daughter  of  Lieut.  Seth  and  Sarah 
(Mitchell)  Williams,  and  is  a  lineal  descendant  of 
Richard  Williams,  the  early  settler  of  Taunton. 
(See  history  of  Taunton.)  The  descent  and  brief 
history  of  her  immediate  ancestors  is  this:  Benjamin 
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Williams  settled  in  Easton,  Mass. ;  Josiah  settled  at 
Bridgcwater,  where  Seth  Williams,  great-grandfather 
of  Mrs.  Kimball,  was  born  May  21, 1722.  At  the  age 
of  eighteen  he  came  to  Easton,  and  took  up  one 
thousand  acres  of  government  land.  He  married 
Susannah  Forbes,  of  Bridgewater,  and  built  the 
homestead  now  in  possession  of  his  descendants.  His 
son  Edward  married  Sarah  Lothrop,  of  Bridgewater, 
in  1772,  and  lived  on  the  homestead  where  Lieut. 
Seth  was  born,  Jan.  29,  1776.  He  was  a  tanner  by 
trade,  and  took  part  in  the  war  of  1812.  He  married 
Sarah  Mitchell,  daughter  of  Col.  Mitchell,  of  Bridge- 
water,  Oct.  23,  1800.  Col.  Mitchell  was  a  very  active 
man  in  the  Revolution,  and  for  many  years  was 
member  of  the  Legislature  from  E^ton.  Lieut. 
Seth  lived  near  the  old  homestead,  and  had  eight 
children,  viz. :  Nathan  (deceased),  Julia  (deceased), 
Sarah  (deceased),  Sally,  Harriet  (deceased),  Seth, 
Lusanna,  Charles,  and  George. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kimball  have  had  the  following  chil- 
dren :  Lusanna  W.,  married  J.  D.  Howard,  has  one 
child,  Nelly,  who  married  Frank  Foster,  and  has  one 
child,  Howard  Kimball;  Harriet,  married  George 
Copcland,  of  South  Easton,  and  has  three  children, 
Marion  A.,  Ethel  H.,  and  George  Hubert;  John 
T.,  married  Belle  G.  Heath,  has  one  child,  Florence 
B. ;  George  L.,  married  Sarah  £.  Heath,  sister  to 
Belle,  and  is  engaged  in  trade  as  mentioned  above. 

Among  the  representative  citizens  of  Easton,  who 
enjoy  the  confidence  of  the  community,  we  can 
safely  place  John  Kimball. 


BARZILLIA   AND  THOMAS  H.   DEAN. 

Thomas  Holmes  Dean  was  born  in  Taunton,  Mass., 
Nov.  28,  1819.  (For  early  ancestral  history  see  his- 
tory of  Taunton  in  this  volume.)  His  grandfather, 
Nathaniel  Dean,  was  born  July  5, 1747,  in  Raynham, 
where  he  always  resided.  He  married  Elizabeth  Car- 
ver, and  reared  a  family  of  nine  children  on  his  farm 
in  that  town.  Of  these  Barzillia  was  the  youngest, 
and  was  born  Nov.  25, 1794.  He  was  first  a  grocer  in 
Taunton,  and  afterwards  was  interested  in  cotton 
manufacturing  in  Somerset  or  Dighton  with  his 
brother  Asa.  He  was  also  drafted  as  a  soldier  in  the 
war  of  1812.  From  Dighton  he  went  to  Pawtucket, 
R.  I.,  and  became  a  machinist,  working  for  Avery, 
Ives  &  Wilkinson.  In  1824  he  came  to  Easton  as  a 
machinist,  to  superintend  the  putting  in  operation  of 
a  cotton-mill  near  the  present  Easton  depot  Re- 
maining here  one  year,  he  engaged  in  business  as  a 
cotton  manufacturer  at  South  Easton,  and  followed 
this  business  successfully  until  his  death  June  29, 
1848,  in  the  prime  of  life,  which  was  caused  by  the 
falling  upon  him  of  the  roof  of  a  tomb  in  which 
he  was  at  work.  He  was  an  active  man,  strong  and 
resolute,  and  uncompromising  in  his  nature,  with 
great  force  of  character.  He  was  a  Whig  in  politics, 
and  a  Congregationalist  in  religious  sentiment.    He 
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tuKiried  Deboral),  daughter  of  Thomas  aod  Sylvia 
(Shaw)  Holmes,  of  Tauaton.  Her  fulher  was  a  con- 
aequential  man  in  public  aflairs  during  the  Revolu- 
tionary period,  held  various  iinportaiit  positions,  not 
the  least  of  wiiicli  was  that  of  tiUiingmaii  (an  office 
conferring  much  dignity  at  that  day,  but  now  kaowu 
only  in  history),  narzillia  and  Deborah  Dean  had 
eight  child ren,^Henry  H.  (deceased),  Sarah  F.  (Mrs. 
Adonijah  Wiiite,  deceased),  Thomas  H.,  Susan  W, 
(Mrs.  William  Bianchard,  deceased),  Elizabeth  H. 
(Mrs.  N.  B.  Dana!,  Mary  R.  (deceaued),  Sylvia  S. 
(Mrs.  F.  O.  Gushee,  deceased),  and  John  O. 

Tliomas  H.  Dean  had  a  common -school  education, 
which  was  improved  upon  by  attetidanco  at  Doiicon 
lleuian  I'ackurd's  sulcut  school  at  North  ItridgcwatiT, 
now  Brockton.  Upon  leaving  schiiol  he  went  to  Full 
River  U>  learn  the  machinist's  trudu  of  un  uncle,  who 
afterwards  moved  to  Taunton  to  work  there.  Thomas 
accompanied  him,  and  stayed  with  him  tliere  one  year, 
when,  desiring  to  see  more  of  the  world,  the  young 
man  wenttobfatteawan  (Fishkill),  N.  Y., and  worked 
at  his  trade  there  one  year.  Returning  to  Eiiatoii  in 
1838,  he  connected  himself  with  his  hither  in  cotton 
manufacturing,  and  also  carried  on  a  machine-shop 
in  connection  witli  tliis.  Tlie  Huctuatioiis  in  busi- 
ness arising  from  agitation,  nnd  ihu  unaetlled  condi- 
tion of  the  ta  HIT  question  in  the  frequent  Presidential 
campaigns,  caused  Mr.  Deun  to  rellmjuliih  ilie  cotton 
business  xoon  after  his  father's  death,  iind  for  tlie  hist 
twenty-flve  years  his  principal  business  has  been  to 
make  tools  and  other  hardware  for  the  piuno-furte 


makcra  of  Boston.  In  this  he  Is  now  engaged,  and 
may  be  found,  as  in  the  days  of  lung  ago,  hard  at 
work  personally  In  any  depiirtnivnt  when:  he  thinks 
his  service  is  needed,  showing  by  his  practice  that, 
although  [wssmtsed  of  a  k"<»I  pi'upcriy,  hu  docH  nut 
despise  the  means  by  which  his  wealth  was  made. 
He  is  also  connected  with  bin  brother,  John!  t.,  under 
the  firm-name  of  T.  II.  &  J.U.  Dean,  in  a  Hour,  gri>in, 
and  coal  bu»iness,  which  \»  i|nit<:  extensive. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Deiin  Inis  been  A  Whig,  and  since 
the  Republican  jiarty  was  organized  a  stanch  sup- 
porter of  iij)  candidates. 

Mr.  Dean  mnrrie<l,  Nov.  12,  1843,  Elizabeth  U., 
daughter  of  Philip  nnd  Surah  (Johnson)  Willis,  of 
I'^astun.  Their  only  child.  Ilcrl>crt  II.,  horn  Kept. ::]. 
IHTil,  died  March  2.1,  l8t>K.  He  wai  u  bright  and 
promising  youth,  a  good  student,  and  of  un  ingenious 
and  niccliauiual  turn  of  mind. 


II.  I-.  )>11AKK. 
Hiram  P.  Drake,  son  of  Phineas  and  Fanny  Drake, 
was  bom  in  Eastun,  within  one-fourth  of  a  mile  from 
where  he  now  resides.  Nov,  17,  181-1.  He  had  very 
limited  school  advsntages,  as  he  was  a  j>uor  boy  and 
compelled  to  labor,  and  what  education  he  did  secure 
was  "picked  up."  His  father  labored  at  farmiug, 
bill  owned  no  land.  Hiram  went  to  work  for  one 
Itecd  tu  learn  siiocnniking,  but  was  tiscd  so  badly 
that  he  only  stayed  one  year.  He  remained  at  home 
with  his  father  fur  several  years  thercaftor,  and  at 
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last  was  bound  out  to  Oen.  Shepard  Leach  to  learn 
the  trade  of  molder;  two  older  brothers  being  al- 
ready engaged  there.  Gen.  Leach  died  before  Hiram 
completed  his  apprenticeship,  but  the  works  were 
carried  on  by  Lincoln  Drake,  who  succeeded  to  the 
ownership.  For  thirty  years  Hiram  worked  here 
after  learning  his  trade.  In  March,  1869,  he  went  to 
Maine,  and  settled  in  Sherman,  Aroostook  Co.,  as  a 
farmer,  where  he  continued  for  seventeen  years,  and 
was  prospered.  He  returned  to  Easton  in  1875,  and 
built  the  house  he  now  occupies  the  next  year.  For 
the  last  seven  years  he  has  lived  a  retired  life  by 
reason  of  failing  health.  He  has  been  in  succession 
Whig,  Free-Soiler,  and  Republican  in  politics.  He 
has  been  for  many  years  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  joining  it  at  eighteen  years  of  age. 
He  has  held  various  positions  in  connection  with  his 
church,  class-leader,  steward,  Sunday-school  teacher, 
treasurer,  and  superintendent  for  many  years.  He  is 
no  longer  connected  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  affiliates  with  the  Wesleyan  Methodists. 
He  is  a  great  reader  of  wholesome  and  valuable  litera- 
ture. He  has  taken  great  interest  in  Freemasonry,  has 
been  treasurer  of  Molunkas  Lodge,  Sherman,  Me., 
and  now  is  a  member  of  Paul  Dean  Lodge  of  North 
Easton,  and  Keystone  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Fox- 
borough.  He  is  actuated  by  truly  Masonic  princi- 
ples, and,  with  his  wife,  gives  freely  to  every  church 
and  benevolent  object  and  cause. 

He  married  (1),  Feb.  1,  1836,  Nancy,  daughter  of 
Greenfield  and  Bethiah  Williams,  a  descendant  of  the 
old  Taunton  family  of  that  name.  (See  Taunton 
history  in  this  volume.)  She  was  born  May  26, 1814, 
and  died  Nov.  1,  1846.  They  had  five  children,— 
Nancy  M.  (died  young),  Lenura  A.,  Hiram  S.,  Nancy 
H.  (twins,  of  whom  Nancy  died  young),  Hiram  (who 
is  living  in  Canada,  engaged  in  lumbering),  and  Sarah 
L.  (died  young).  He  married  (2)  Mary  L.  Morey 
March  5, 1864.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Augustus  L. 
and  Mary  L.  (Billings)  Morey.  She  was  born  Aug. 
19,  1813,  at  Woodstock,  Conn.  She  had  one  son, 
Aaron  C,  who  died  in  infancy.  By  the  death  of  a 
brother  in  Norwich,  Conn.,  Mrs.  Drake  inherited  a 
handsome  pro])erty  with  which  she  is,  in  an  unosten- 
tatious way,  doing  much  good. 

Phineas  Drake,  father  of  Hiram  and  son  of  Thomas, 
was  born  on  the  old  Drake  homestead  in  Easton,  always 
resided  here,  and  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-two.  He 
had  eight  children,— Phineas,  Rachel,  Thomas,  El- 
mina,  Hiram  P.,  Fanny  H.,  Charity,  and  William  K. 
His  father,  Thomas  Drake,  was  for  many  years  a  resi- 
dent of  Easton,  where  he  was  born,  and  died  an  old 
man  afler  rearing  a  family  often  children,  the  last  of 
whom,  George  Washington,  was  buried  March  1, 1888. 

From  "  Centre  Itemis*'  of  the  Easian  Journal  of 
March  9,  1883,  we  extract  this  in  reference  to  him : 

"The  old  hermit,  George  Washington  Drake,  who 
for  sixty  years  lived  alone  in  a  little  hut  in  the  woods, 
died  recently.    He  was  well  known  in  this  and  ad- 


joining towns.  He  was  a  very  religious  man,  and 
would  travel  miles  to  church,  and  would  pray  and 
exhort  in  prayer-meeting.  In  early  life  he  fell  des- 
perately in  love,  but  the  fair  damsel  broke  his  heart 
by  a  refusal  to  marry  him,  and  ever  afterwards  he 
avoided  the  society  of  women,  and  would  cross  the 
street  rather  than  meet  them.  About  the  same  time 
he  was  converted  to  the  Methodist  faith  and  sought 
an  opportunity  to  preach,  which  was  denied  him. 
Before  these  *two  disappointments  he  had  been  a  man 
of  vigorous  intellect  and  good  judgment,  but  these 
blows  to  his  aspirations  seemed  to  unsettle  his  mind, 
and  since  then  he  has  been  eccentric  and  peculiar. 
He  was  a  constant  reader  of  the  Bible,  and  a  most 
rigid  observer  of  the  Sabbath.  He  sought  to  gain  a 
livelihood  by  chopping  wood  for  the  farmers,  who 
had  a  great  respect  for  him.  He  was  a  patient,  inno- 
cent, and  conscientious  man,  and  was  the  recipient  of 
many  charitable  attentions  from  the  people  in  the 
neighborhood,  and  his  nephew,  Hiram  P.  Drake,  did 
much  towards  mitigating  the  severities  of  his  lonely 
and  comfortless  existence.  Elspecially  during  his  last 
illness  has  this  nephew  been  unremitting  in  his  atten- 
tions to  his  aged  and  unfortunate  relative.  The  ne- 
cessary expenses  of  his  uncle's  illness  and  funeral 
were  likewise  borne  by  Mr.  Drake." 
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Mansfield  lies  in  the  northern  part  of  the  county, 
and  is  bounded  as  follows :  On  the  north  by  Norfolk 
County,  on  the  east  by  Easton,  on  the  south  by 
Norton,  and  on  the  west  by  Attleborbugh. 

The  most  important  structures  to  the  early  settlers 
were  the  meeting-house  and  the  grist-  or  corn-mill. 
The  first  must  have  been  a  terribly  cheerless  and  for- 
bidding place,  located  upon  some  hill  or  large  open 
common,  receiving  in  full  force  the  north  wind  and 
the  noonday  sun  ;  stoveless,  blindless,  with  its  white- 
oak  seats,  high  and  straight  back,  with  its  long  ser- 
mons upon  the  closest  theological  points.  They  were 
strict  disciplinarians  in  the  old  days,  and  men  must 
grive  good  reason  for  the  faith  and  belief  they  pro- 
fessed or  they  would  be  condemned  by  both  the 
clergy  and  people.  This  strictness  would  be  irksome 
to  us  of  to-day,  but  it  might  be  the  better  for  us. 
The  mill  was  always  a  cheery  place.  Farmers  met 
there  and  discussed  the  merits  of  the  last  Sunday's 
sermon,  told  stories  of  the  winter's  storms,  told  of 
the  ravages  of  the  red  man  and  of  the  encroachments 
of  the  beasts  of  prey,  discussed  the  prospects  of  the 
crops,  and  rehearsed  the  items  gathered  from  some 
newspaper  which  some  one  of  them  had  heard  read 
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in  Boston  or  Taunton,  or  Plymouth  or  Medfield.  In 
1732  the  Groves  and  Bkinners,  and  Wellmans  and 
Leonards,  and  Williams  and  others,  ta  the  number 
of  twenty-five  or  thirty  families,  having  for  many 
years  attended  meeting  in  Taunton,  Norton,  or  Wren- 
tliam,  determined  to  separate  themselves  from  the 
Norton  Church  or  Norton  North  Purchase,  and  they 
mustered  all  the  heads  of  families  and  all  permitted 
to  vote  in  parish  affairs,  and  started  for  Norton  meet- 
ing-house, where  the  question  was  to  be  put  whether 
a  separate  parish  should  be  established  in  what  we 
call  Mansfield.  They  had  been  often  upon  the  same 
errand,  but  had  theretofore  met  always  with  defeat 
This  day  in  1732  noses  had  been  counted,  and  as  the 
fathers  presented  their  nays  they  felt  sure  of  the  suc- 
cess they  attained,  and  on  that  day  it  was  voted  that 
Mansfield  be  a  parish  and  maintain  its  own  preach- 
ing. They  already  had  a  meal-mill  near  "Cobbler's 
Corner,"  but  a  little  way  from  the  grist-mill  we  call 
Fisher's.  This  ''Cobbler's  Corner"  is  frequently 
made  mention  of  in  old  deeds,  and  it  is  supposed  that 
at  some  time  beyond  the  "  historic  period*'  an  itinerant 
shoe-mender  located  there  for  a  brief  period.  At  any 
rate  it  was  of  such  note  and  importance  as  that  it  is 
made  a  boundary  or  point  in  several  old  deeds  of 
land  in  that  locality,  being  located  south  to  west,  a 
little  distance  from  the  present  residence  of  James 
W.  Cable. 

Mansfield  was  a  parish,  and  the  next  thing  was  to 
get  a  meeting-house.  Various  meetings  were  held. 
The  money  for  this  object  was  raised  by  tax  upon  the 
ratable  polls  and  estates  of  the  inhabitants  of  said 
precinct.  The  lumber  was  cut  from  the  ministerial 
land.  The  meetings  where  this  important  matter  was 
discussed  were  held  at  the  house  of  David  Wellman, 
and  the  votes  were  recorded  by  Benjamin  Williams, 
clerk.  At  a  meeting,  legally  warned,  on  the  80th  day 
of  June,  1732,  "  for  to  do  what  may  be  proper  as  to 
the  hiring  a  minister  to  preach  in  said  precinct,  and 
to  raise  money  to  pay  him,  and  to  do  what  may  be 
proper  concerning  finishing  the  outside  of  the  meet- 
ing-house, met  at  the  house  of  Isaac  Wellman,  of 
said  precinct,  first  they  made  choice  of  Mr.  Eph- 
raim  Leonard  to  be  moderator  of  said  meeting ;  sec- 
ondly, they  made  choice  of  Mr.  Thomas  Skinner, 
Deacon  Nicholas  White,  and  Mr.  Ephraim  Qrover  to 
hire  a  minister  or  ministers  to  preach  in  said  precinct, 
as  they  shall  think  prpper;  thirdly,  they  voted  to 
raise  the  sum  of  twenty  pounds  upon  the  polls  and 
ratable  estates  in  said  precinct,  according  to  law,  for 
the  payment  of  the  ministry  in  said  precinct.  Re- 
corded by  me,  Benjamin  Williams."  At  the  same 
house  another  meeting  was  held  June  27, 1733,  to  see 
what  to  do  about  hiring  a  minister  and  finishing  the 
meeting-house.  Thomas  Skinner  was  chosen  mod- 
erator, Capt.  Ephraim  Leonard,  Andrew  Grover,  and 
Ephraim  Qrover  were  chosen  a  committee,  and  em- 
powered to  hire  a  minister  for  the  balance  of  the 
year.    At  a  meeting  held  Aug.  19, 1734,  the  moderator 


called  for  a  vote  by  paper  ballots  for  the  choice  of  a 
minister,  "  and  they  broght  in  thayer  vots,  and  made 
choyce  of  the  Reverend  Mr.  Abial  Hayward,  of  Bridge- 
water,  to  be  theyr  minister  without  one  negative 
vote."  They  then  voted  to  pay  their  newly-elected 
minister  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  annually  in 
money  or  bills  of  credit,  or  yearly,  during  his  abode 
in  the  work  of  the  ministry  in  said  precinct.  They 
made  choice  of  "  Deacon  Nicholas  B.  White,  Ephraim 
Qrover  ye  1*^  and  Benjamin  Williams,  all  of  said  pre- 
cinct,  to  be  a  committy  to  treat  with  the  Reverend 
Mr.  Abial  Hayward  in  the  above  read  affairs."  This 
vote  made  a  disturbance,  for  it  is  upon  record  that 
on  the  7th  of  October,  1734,  at  an  adjournment  of  a 
meeting  in  Norton,  North  Precinct,  referring  to  the 
settling  of  a  minister,  "We,  whose  names  are  under 
written,  do  enter  our  protest  against  the  proceedings 
of  that  day,  Samuel  Brintwell,  Thomas  Skinner,  John 
Skinner,  Isaac  Wellman,  Solomon  Skinner,  Ebenezer 
Brintwell,  Samuel  Wellman,  John  Skinner,  Joseph 
Skinner,  Nathaniel  Brintwell,  Ebeneiser  Skinner, 
Benjamin  Wellman,  Samuel  Skinner,  Benjamin  Skin- 
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ner. 

The  following  letter  was  received  from  Rev.  Mr. 
Hayward,  dated  Bridgewater,  Nov.  30,  1734 : 

**  DBAS  BSBTHSBM  AMD  QSJfTUCMKll. 

**  loumach  u  It  baa  pleased  Ood  to  Incline  your  Haarta  to  glva  ma  an 
Invitation  to  aattla  In  tha  work  of  tha  Goapel  ministry  In  your  praclnct, 
I  do  liaraby  witli  hearty  thanlcftilnaas  aclcnowledge  your  Love  and  Re* 
gard ;  but  since  there  is  a  number  among  you  (whoae  souls  are  prscious) 
which  are  disaatisflMl  with  your  proceedings,  and  not  well  Atiafled  with 
mj  ministry,  and  thinking  it  unlikely  that  I  ahould  be  very  aenrloeable 
to  them  unleas  their  hearts  are  turned  towarda  me,  and  trusUng  that 
they  will  Ikll  In  and  unite  with  you  In  a  future  choice,  which  poaalbly 
may  be  more  for  your  comfort  and  Uieir  spiritusl  Interest,  I  must  declare 
that  at  preaeut  I  cannot  see  my  way  clear  to  accept  your  call,  and  there- 
fore aecept  my  love,  ea meetly  praying  that  Ood,  tlirough  Infinite  Riches 
of  fk«e  Grace,  would  be  pleaaed  to  bleas  you  all  with  a  happy  and  ear- 
▼loeable  miniatry,  wiUi  peace  and  plenty  in  this  world,  and  Bternal 
Glory  and  Happiueas  in  the  world  to  come. 

**AaiAL  Haywasd.** 

At  meeting  held  April  30, 1734,  they  voted  to  hire 
a  minister  for  three  months,  provided  he  commenced 
June  Ist  following. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  precinct,  held  in  the  meeting- 
house on  the  5th  May,  1735,  but  adjourned  to  tlie 
12th  day  of  the  same,  very  important  business  was 
transacted;  they  voted  to  settle  a  minister,  and  made 
choice  by  paper  votes,  without  a  dissenting  vote,  of 
Rev.  Atherton  Wales;  they  voted  to  build  a  pulpit 
in  their  meeting-house  suitable  for  a  minister  to 
preach  in;  they  voted  to  build  the  seats  below  in 
said  meeting-house,  and  to  have  a  convenient  alley 
between  the  men's  seats  and  the  women's  seats.  Mr. 
Wales  declined  the  oiler. 

On  the  29th  day  of  December,  1735,  another  meet- 
ing was  held  in  the  meeting-house  to  see  about  set- 
tling a  minister  in  the  work  of  the  Lord,  and  they 
made  choice  of  Rev.  Samuel  Tobey,  of  Sandwich; 
they  appointed  a  committee  to  wait  upon  Mr.  Tobey, 
and  the  committee  made  several  journeys  to  Sand- 
wich.   The  meeting  was  adjourned  several   times. 
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The  freeholders  were  anxiously  waiting  the  report, 
but  waited  in  vain  until  March  1, 1736,  when  the 
cotnmittee  reported  that  "  Mr.  Tobey  declined  to  ac- 
cept the  brilliant  offer  made  because  of  his  being 
*  young  in  years.* "  This  report  was  "  excepted,"  and 
the  moderator  dismisned  said  meeting. 

On  the  7th  day  of  September,  1786,  another  meet- 
ing was  held  in  the  meeting-house  to  make  choice  of 
and  settle  a  gospel  minister.  A  rote  was  called  for 
by  paper  votes,  and  they  brought  them  in  and  made 
unanimous  choice  of  **  Rev.  Mr.  Ebenezer  White,  of 
Brookline,  to  be  their  minister  to  follow  in  the  work 
of  the  gospel  ministry  in  said  precinct,  according  to 
the  Congregational  platform,"  and  voted  to  pay  him 
"one  hundred  pounds  annually  or  yearly."  A  com- 
mittee was  chosen  to  wait  upon  Mr.  White,  and  he 
returned  the  following  reply : 

"nike  HoiMraUtf  OmrnUlM  of  Norlon,  North  PndmH: 

**  BiBt,— lUvliig  tMken  Into  Mriont  coniideratlon  yonr  Invitation  to  me 
in  th«  niinM  of  yonr  prerinct  to  if  ttle  wiUi  yon  In  the  work  of  tho  mln- 
fotrj,  ami  yonr  propoaals  In  order  ...  I  have  at  length  come  to  con- 
clude In  the  afllrmallve,  admiring  the  snbeeqnent  alteration  of  thofollow- 
inf  article :  Whereas,  you  have  voted  one  hundred  ponndi  for  my  annual 
rapport,  ooneMering  the  different  expeneee  yon  will  be  at  on  the  aooonnt 
of  aniehlnic  yonr  roeeting-honee,  mluisteri,  settlement,  Ac.,  I  accept  It 
for  the  firet  and  second  yenra  of  my  lettlement  with  you,  provided  that 
the  third  year  it  be  advanced  to  one  hundred  and  ten,  the  fourth  year  to 
one  hundred  and  twenty  ponnde,  and  that  «■  supply  I  be  annually  pro- 
vMed  with  a  snfflelont  quantity  of  firewood ;  provided  also  that  money 
be  In  eqnal  value,  as  it  is  in  its  present  currency,  and  If  it  Increases  or 
diminlsbes  in  its  value  my  salary  Increases  or  lessens  accordingly. 

'*  Tour  tme  friend  and  humble  servant, 

"  Ebknkzbr  Whitk.** 

At  an  adjourned  meeting  it  was  voted  to  comply 
with  Mr.  White's  request  as  to  increase  in  salary,  not, 
however,  unanimously,  for  a  protest  to  the  same  was 
entered  by  Josiah  Pratt,  Nathaniel  Brinton,  Samuel 
Skinner,  and  Benjamin  Skinner. 

At  a  meeting  held  Jan.  3,  1736,  it  was  voted  the 
sum  of  fifteen*  pounds  to  defray  the  expenses  of  Mr. 
White's  ordination.  This  was  to  be  expended  for  the 
entertainment  of  the  ministers  at  said  ordination. 

Mr.  White  was  ordained  probably  soon  after;  and 
the  fifteen  pounds  were  no  doubt  all  spent.  The  names 
of  his  church  members  it  is  impossible  to  ascertain 
with  any  certainty,  but  the  following-named  persons 
withdrew  from  Mr.  Avery's  church,  at  Norton,  and 
BB  everybody  went  to  meeting  in  those  days,  it  is  fair 
to  presume  that  they  constituted  the  main  member- 
ship of  Mr.  White's  church :  Nicholas  White,  John 
Hall,  Thomas  Skinner,  Sr.,  John  Skinner,  Sr., 
Ephraim  Qrover,  Sr.,  Benjamin  Williams,  Seth 
Dorman,  Josiah  Pratt,  Thomas  Tillebrown,  Joshua 
Atherton,  Stephen  Blanshar,  William  Pain,  Benja- 
min Liam,  William  Dean,  Jonathan  Pratt,  Joshua 
Williams,  Andrew  Qrover,  Thomas  Qrover,  Sr., 
Ezra  Skinner.  Nearly  all  these  surnames  are  now 
familiar  and  borne  by  many  in  the  town.  They 
found  no  fault  with  their  treatment  in  the  Norton 
Church,  and  left  with  the  benediction  of  the  mother 
church  upon  them. 
-  Rev.  Mr.  White  stayed  but  a  few  years  with  the 


Mansfield  people.  His  health  gave  out,  and  he  was 
frequently  prevented  from  attending  to  his  parochial 
duties  by  reason  of  ill  health,  and  it  has  been  in- 
ferred that  fault  was  found  with  the  interpretation 
of  the  Word  by  him,  but  no  foundation  for  such  an 
opinion  is  apparent  from  the  records.  That  the 
people  were  very  uneasy  and  dissatisfied  is  shown  by 
the  numerous  town-meetings  held,  at  which  the  ques- 
tion of  his  dismission  was  discussed.  His  opponents 
were  unable  to  have  passed  a  vote  dismissing  him 
until  prejudice  was  awakened  against  him,  upon  the 
ground  that  he  had  not  ruled  and  governed  the 
church  *'  according  to  the  platform  of  church  disci- 
pline which  said  church  has  voted  to  be  their  rule 
of  discipline."  In  September,  1760,  Mr.  White  wrote 
to  his  parish  that  he  would  be  no  hindrance  in  the 
settling  of  a  **  learned  and  orthodox  minister."  The 
town  and  church  voted  the  same  year  his  dismission, 
he  receiving  pay  only  as  he  preached,  and  the  parish 
gave  themselves  up  to  hearing  candidates. 

On  Jan.  12, 1761,  the  parish  and  church  concurred 
in  extending  a  call  to  Bev.  Mr.  Roland  Qreen,  and 
while  the  people  were  waiting  the  candidate's  reply 
to  the  call,  Jan.  18, 1761,  Rev.  Mr.  White  died,  in  his 
forty-eighth  year,  and  in  the  twenty-fourth  year  of 
his  ministry.  His  death  may  well  have  stirred  up 
their  consciences  to  an  acknowledgment  that  their 
judgment  may  have  been  too  hasty  and  far  from  just. 

Mr.  White  married  Lydia  Qennison,  of  Maiden; 
she  died  March  28,  1749,  aged  thirty-six  years.  His 
second  wife  was  Hannah  Richards,  of  Milton.  She 
survived  him  nearly  forty  years,  and  died  in  widow- 
hood, Dec.  1,  1800,  aged  eighty-three  years.  His 
bodv  and  those  of  his  two  wives  are  buried  in  the  old 
yard,  near  the  site  of  the  old  church.  Around  his 
grave  has  sprung  up  a  thriving,  busy  village,  and 
hundreds  pass  and  repass  his  burying-place  without 
a  thought  of  him  or  of  his  work,  but  the  seed  he 
sowed  has  perhaps  brought  forth  abundant  fruit 

The  residence  of  Mr.  White  was  where  the  family 
of  the  late  Capt.  Ira  Richardson  now  live ;  it  is  one 
of  the  oldest  bouses  in  town,  "gambrel  roof,"  built 
close  up  to  the  line  of  the  road,  about  one  and  one- 
half  miles  from  the  site  of  the  old  meeting-house,  and 
one-fourth  of  a  mile  from  "  Cobbler's  Corner."  It 
passed  into  the  possession  of  Capt.  Ira  Richardson, 
who  was  at  one  time  captain  of  the  Norton  Artillery, 
a  military  company  of  good  lodal  repute.  At  the 
time  of  Lafayette's  second  visit  to  America,  and  as 
he  was  passing  through  Pawtucket,  then  a  portion  of 
Ma<«8achusetts,  this  company  was  ordered  to  report 
there  and  do  salute  duty.  The  captain,  in  consequence 
of  some  not  very  complimentary  remarks  which  had 
before  been  made  about  their  field-pieces,  ordered 
them  loaded  to  the  muzzles,  and  upon  the  first  dis- 
charge of  the  pieces  the  buildingM  in  the  neighbor- 
hood shook  and  the  glass  rattled  from  the  windows. 
The  captain  was  waited  upon  by  the  authorities  and 
asked  to  desist,  but  his  reply  was  that  the  colonel 
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ordered  him  to  fire,  and  he  thoiild  do  lo,  at  the  tame 
time  ordering  his  men  to  ire  away.  During  the  Gar* 
field  campaign  the  oaptain,  althoogh  Tory  aged,  ap- 
peared at  hia  door  and  reriewed  the  Ghtfileld  and 
Arthar  torch-light  procewlon.  He  was  ibr  many 
years  sexton  of  the  town.  He  was  shingling  his 
house  one  day  as  the  writer  passed,  and  upon  inquir- 
ing of  him  how  long  it  woold  prohahly  take  him  to 
finish  it  he  replied  that  he  couldn't  tell,  as  so  soon  as 
he  got  to  work  somebody  died,  and  he  had  to  leare 
his  work  and  take  care  of  them.  Oapi.  Bichardson' 
died  in  1882. 

Kev.  Koland  Oreen,  the  second  settled  minister  of 
Mansfield,  was  bom  in  Maiden,  April  10, 1787.  There 
was  a  little  difference  of  opinion  about  "calling^  Mr. 
Green,  as  he  did  not  quite  indorse  the  ftiU  platform, 
bat  after  correspondence  lie  declared  his  intentions  to 
follow  the  platform,  "so  Ikr  as  it  is  agreeable  to  the 
Word  of  God."  None  could  otject  to  this,  and  his 
ordination  was  fixed  for  Aug.  96, 1761,  and  £18  6f.  8A 
was  voted  to  defiray  the  expenses  of  the  ordination. 
Twelve  churches  were  inritcd,  via.,  two  in  Maiden, 
two  in  Attleboroagh,twoin8tonghton,twoinDedham, 
one  each  in  Taunton,  Walpole,  Norton,  and  Wren- 
tham.  The  council  met  at  Ool.  Eplimlm  Leonard's. 
The  ordination  exorcises  were  performed  under  the 
wide-spreading  limbs  of  the  venerable  elm-trees 
which  stood  west  of  the  meeting-house.  No  record 
of  the  interesting  exercises  la  now  to  be  ibund. 
Mr.  Green  died  July  4, 1806,  in  the  seventy-first  year 
of  his  age,  and  in  the  fi>rtj-seventh  year  of  liis  min- 
istry. He  was  a  fiiithfhl,  Qod-fbariuf  man,  beloved 
by  his  whole  congregation ;  foarless  and  outspoken, 
plain  and  emphatic  in  his  teachings,  he  was  kind, 
cheerfhl,  and  sympathetic.  He  was  buried  on  the  6th 
of  July,  and  a  large  concourse  attended  the  services, 
and  moved  to  the  grove  in  the  following  order :  Band, 
playing  a  funeral  dirge,  male  members  of  the  church, 
bearers,  corpse,  pall  supported  by  Bev.  Messrs. 
Thatcher,  Mowry,  Bead,  Palmer,  Bichmond,  Olark, 
Fiske,  and  Whittaker,  moumersi  particular  firiends 
of  tlie  deceased,  female  mmnbers  of  the  church,  sing^ 
ing  society,  members  of  the  congregation,  strsngers, 
and  he  was  buried  in  the  burying-ground  near  the 
church,  by  the  side  of  his  predecessor,  wliere  also  his 
wife  is  buried. 

The  following  record  of  him  is  found,  made  by  a 
committee  of  the  Biistol  Association :  "  In  the  appro- 
priate duties  of  his  profession  he  was  punctual,  ener- 
getic, and  faithfbl ;  be  possessed  the  gift  of  prayer  in 
a  happy  degree,  and  on  special  occasions  his  thoughts 
were  ready,  pertinent^  and  impressive.  In  the  public 
services  of  the  sanctuary  he  used  plainness  of  speech, 
and  his  general  strain  of  Instruction  was  evangelical 
and  practical.  He  professed  One  only  to  be  his  mas- 
ter, even  Christ,  and  disdained  to  teach  for  doctrines 
the  commandments  of  men.  He  went  not  to  human 
creeds,  but  to  the  Word  of  €k>d  for  doctrine,  reproof, 
and  instruction." 


Bev.  Belaud  Oreen  built  and  lived  in  the  houaa 
now  occupied  by  Mr.  Dc  Wolf,  on  the  north  aide  of 
Wcat  Street.  What  he  believed  to  be  Scripture  he 
boldly  inculcated  and  enforced.  Fonndlog  hla 
opinions  on  what  he  believed  to  be  the  true  senas  of 
the  gospel,  he  was  strong  in  the  folth  and  valiant  in 
the  truth ;  he  never  disguised  his  sentiments  through 
fbar  or  fovor  of  men,  but  what  he  believed  he  openly 
avowed.  The  voice  of  hypocrisy  was  a  stranger  to 
hia  heart,  and  we  have  reason  to  hope  that  hla  en- 
deavors to  promote  the  cause  of  his  Bedeemer  con* 
stitute  a  bright  gem  in  the  crown  of  hia  present 
ndoidng. 

The  pulpit  was  without  a  settled  minister  nntU 
April  18,  1809,  when  a  call  was  fbrwarded  from 
church  and  society  to  Bev.  Bichard  Biggs.  Mr. 
Biggs'  reply  in  the  affirmative  quickly  followed,  and 
he  was  ordained  May  24,  1809.  The  introductory 
prayer  was  by  Bev.  Mr.  Moray,  of  Walpole;  sermon 
by  Bev.  M.  Bichmond,  of  Stoughton;  ordaining 
prayer  by  Bev.  Dr.  Beed,  of  Bridgewater;  chaige  by 
Bev.  D.  Sanger,  of  Bridgewater;  right  hand  of  fol- 
lowship,  Bev.  Pitt  Clark,  of  Norton;  concludiqg 
prayer,  Bev.  Mr.  Briggs,  of  Boxford. 

Bev.  Mr.  Briggs  was  born  In  Halifax,  March  S,  1782; 
graduated  at  Brown  University  In  1804;  studied 
theology  with  Bev.  Dr.  Bichmond,  of  Stoughton; 
arrived  in  Mansfield  Dec  81, 1808;  preached  the  fbl- 
lowing  Sunday.  He  continued  in  the  active  and  ac- 
ceptable discharge  of  his  duties  until  1888,  when  he 
was  disabled  by  sickness.  He  preached  for  the  last 
time  Jan.  20,  1888,  twenty-five  years  after  his  fint 
aermon.  He  was  dismissed  Dec  8,  1884,  and  died 
alter  four  years  of  fbebleness  and  disease  July  6, 1887. 
No  printed  sermon  of  Mr.  Briggs  exists.  The  follow- 
ing sketch,  written  by  one  who  heard  him  during  his 
entire  ministry,  is  evidence  of  the  esteem  his  people 
had  for  him :  "Mr.  Briggs'  character  as  a  man  was 
irreproachable  He  was  kind,  sympathetic,  and  gen- 
erous. He  was  emphatically  a  philanthropist,  and 
seemed  to  fed  for  all  the  woes  of  mankind.  He  waa 
peculiarly  fond  of  children,  always  addressing  them 
with  tenderness,  and  often  bestowing  upon  them  some 
small  token  of  approbation.  Perhaps  the  most  promi- 
nent trait  In  his  character  was  bwevoUnfie, — an  un- 
tiring asaiduity  in  administering  to  the  wante  of  all 
with  whom  he  had  intercourse  in  the  world.  He  waa 
accustomed  to  speak  of  the  'luxury  of  doing  good,'  as 
if  it  was  the  very  height  of  earthly  enjoyment,  and 
this  was  probably  the  sincere  expression  of  his  per- 
sonal feelings.  It  is  believed  that  all  who  were  ac- 
quainted with  Mr,  Briggs  will  agree  in  saying  that  he 
had  not,  at  least  while  residing  in  this  place,  one 
personal  enemy." 

Mr.  Briggs  married  Miss  Fanny  D.  Billings,  daugh- 
ter of  Dr.  Benjamin  Billings,  of  tliis  town.  His 
widow  survived  him  many  years.  She  was  a  woman 
of  generous  impulses,  a  great  lover  of  society,  and  of 
large  hospitelity.    She  occupied  the  house  built  by 
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her  father,  at  the  corner  of  South  Main  and  West 
Streets.  On  Sunday  the  worshipers  at  the  old  church 
where  her  husband  preached  would  repair  to  her  house 
to  eat  tlieir  lunch.  Aflter  the  death  of  her  father  and 
husband,  Dr.  Horace  Palmer  occupied  the  premises 
with  her.  He  removed  to  the  West,  and  Dr.  William 
O.  Allen  had  his  office  for  several  years  there. 

Upon  the  failure  of  Mr.  Briggs'  ability  to  preach, 
the  pulpit  was  supplied  for  a  while  by  Rev.  Nathan 
Holman,  of  Attleborough,  until  June  16,  1833,  alter- 
nating with  Rev.  D.  Saunders,  of  Medficld.  This  divis- 
ion of  labor  was  caused  by  a  difference  in  the  minds  of 
the  worshipers  upon  some  theological  matters.  On  the 
SOth  of  January,  1835,  Mr.  James  H.  Say  ward  arrived, 
and  preached  on  the  following  Sunday  very  accept- 
ably to  his  hearers,  and  on  the  27th  April,  same  year, 
a  call  was  extended  to  him  to  become  their  spiritual 
adviser,  at  a  salary  of  five  hundred  dollars  per  year 
for  three  years.  His  affirmative  answer  was  received 
upon  the  same  day.  He  was  ordained  upon  the  17th  of 
June,  but  remained  only  two  years  with  the  society, 
asking  his  dismission,  which  was  granted,  and  he  was 
dismissed  June  17,  1837.  He  married  May  B.  Pratt, 
daughter  of  Hon.  Solomon  Pratt.  He  di^d  at  the 
age  of  thirty-six  in  Fitzwilliam,  N.  H.,  and  is  buried 
in  the  same  yard  with  his  predecessors.  He  was  an 
active,  earnest  worker  in  all  reforms,  was  anxious  to 
secure  unanimity  among  his  people,  visited  much, 
held  weekly  meetings  for  prayer  at  private  houses, 
quite  sensitive,  and  resigned  because  of  the  growing 
dissension  among  his  people,  arising  from  a  desire 
upon  the  part  of  some  to  liberalize  the  creed. 

As  in  all  other  towns,  so  here  a  portion  of  the  church 
withdrew  and  formed  an  orthodox  Congregational 
Society.  This  was  on  May  9,  1838,  and  on  October 
6th  of  the  same  year  the  society  was  duly  organized. 

The  "original  compact"  is  dated  May  9, 1838,  and 
is  as  follows :  "  We,  the  undersigned,  do  hereby  agree 
to  form  ourselves  into  a  society  or  association  for  the 
purpose  of  procuring  and  supporting  orthodox  preach- 
ing in  this  place,"  and  is  signed  by  Isaac  Skinner, 
Daniel  Williams,  Jr.,  Julius  Skinner,  Daniel  Wil- 
liams, John  Rogers,  Elijah  Copeland,  Jr.,  Benjamin 
Williams,  David  Williams,  Harvey  Corey,  Amasa 
Copeland,  Apollos  Skinner,  Apollos  Skinner,  Jr., 
£lkanah  Bates,  Isaac  Paine,  Isaac  White,  Hermon 
Hall,  Erastus  Girins,  James  E.  Paine,  Elijah  Cope- 
land, James  L.  Corey,  James  H.  Reilly,  Leonard 
Corey,  Loriug  C.  Shaw,  Avery  O.  Dunham,  Mahlon 
Williams,  Homer  Skinner,  John  £.  Corey,  William 

A.  Paine,  Avery  D.  Allen,  Joseph  S.  Corey,  Elisha 
Hodges,  Alvin  Robinson,  Adoniram  Skinner,  Hosea 
Orover,  William  White,  Ruel  Mills,  Nelson  Paine, 
Wlllard  Billings,  Levi  Skinner,  Jacob  Bailey,  Charles 

B.  Corey,  Joseph  Skinner,  Isaac  Skinner,  Jr.,  Elias 
Skinner,  Jacob  A.  Blake,  William  B.  Baker,  Amasa 
Pratt,  Amasa  Grover,  Almond  Copeland,  Otis  Allen, 
Charles  Turner,  Jesse  Hodges,  Luther  E.  Skinner, 
Qtorge  £.  Bailey. 


The  new  society  at  once  commenced  worship  in  a 
school-house  near  the  old  church,  and  the  first  min- 
ister was  Rev.  N.  Holman,  of  Attleborough;  they 
afterwards  hired  a  hall  in  the  Mulberry  Tavern,  which 
stood  where  the  Methodist  Church  now  stands. 

Rev.  Mr.  Hunt,  who  afterwards  became  private 
secretary  of  the  Hon.  Henry  Wilson,  and  died  a  few 
years  since  in  Attleborough,  supplied  the  pulpit  for  a 
short  time,  when  the  church  and  society  extended 
a  call  to  Rev.  Mortimer  Blake,  of  Franklin,  who 
graduated  at  Amherst  in  1835;  he  accepted,  and  was 
ordained  Dec.  4,  1839.  The  society  built  a  new 
meeting-house  in  1839,  which  has  since  been  thor- 
oughly remodeled  and  enlarged.  Bev.  Mr.  Blake  re- 
mained with  the  society  until  1856,  when  he  became 
pastor  of  the  Winslow  Church  in  Taunton,  where  he 
has  ever  since  been.  The  society,  under  Mr.  Blake's 
administration,  grew  rapidly,  and  pastor  and  people 
were  strongly  united,  and  it  was  with  sad  hearts  the 
sacred  ties  were  severed.  After  Mr.  Blake's  removal 
the  Rev.  Jacob  Ide,  Jr.,  of  Medway,  son  of  Rev.  Dr. 
Ide,  and  grandson  of  Rev.  Dr.  Emmons,  accepted  the 
call  extended  to  him,  and  was  ordained  in  1856,  and 
has  remained  with  the  society  ever  since;  and  won- 
derful unanimity  has  all  the  time  existed  in  the 
church  and  society,  and  there  has  never  been  the 
slightest  rupture  between  pastor  and  people.  After 
the  death  of  Rev.  Mr.  Briggs,  Rev.  James  L.  Stone, 
of  Brown  University,  accepted  a  call  to  become  pastor 
of  the  old  society,  and  was  ordained  in  1840,  October 
28th.  He  was  dismissed  in  1844,  subsequently  taught 
school  in  Foxborough,  then  became  agent  for  a  life 
insurance  company,  and  died  a  few  years  since  at 
Taunton. 

After  his  dismission  the  pulpit  was  occupied  by 
supplies  up  to  1850,  when  Rev.  Daniel  W.  Stevens,  of 
Marlborough,  graduate  of  Harvard  University,  was 
ordained  as  pastor,  which  position  he  occupied  with 
great  acceptance  up  to  1857,  when  be  ceased  preach- 
ing ;  for  a  time  opened  a  select  school  in  the  basement 
of  the  old  church,  which  he  continued  for  several 
years  as  a  teacher.  He  ranked  high,  as  friends  and 
scholars  were  fully  satisfied  with  his  success.  He  at 
the  close  of  the  school  here  removed  to  Fall  River, 
where  he  was  superintendent  of  schools  two  yean, 
then  removed  to  Vineyard  Haven,  where  he  has  ever 
since  resided,  engaged  in  preaching  and  caring  for  a 
library  used  by  the  many  seamen  who  visit  that  har- 
bor. 

Since  Mr.  Stevens  vacated  the  pulpit  in  the  old 
church  different  ministers  have  occupied  it,  and  it  is 
now  filled  by  Rev.  Donald  Frazer,  who  has  also  under 
his  charge  the  Universalist  Society  of  Foxborough. 

In  1837  the  Calvin  Baptists  organized  a  society  and 
built  a  church  in  the  centre  of  the  town ;  had  no  set- 
tled minister  until  about  1853,  when  Rev.  Mr.  Wel- 
come Lewis  was  settled.  ^  He  remained  with  the  so- 
ciety a  few  years,  then  moved  to  the  State  of  New  York, 
and  the  society  engaged  Rev.  Mr.  Gkirdner ;  and  since 
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the  close  of  Mr.  Qardoer's  Mrrloeii,  which  lasled  bat 
a  short  time,  the  eodety  have  employed  Bar.  Mr. 
Blain,  Rev.  Mr.  Lewia  again,  Bav.  Mr.  Pdpe,  Bar.  Mr. 
Russell,  and  others.  At  the  preaant  tinia  Bar.  Dr. 
John  Duncan  ia  preaehing  to  the  aodetsr.  Bar.  Mr. 
Lewis  married  Hannah,  daughter  of  Marahal  Shaw, 
an  old  resident  of  thk  place.  Hk  wife  died  leranil 
years  since.  Mr.  Lewis  waa  compallad  by  ill  health 
to  resign  his  ministerial  dntlea,  and  is  now  dwelling 
in  New  York  with  frienda.  The  aodaty  is  now  nndar 
the  charge  of  Rev.  Dr.  John  Dnncan. 

Emanuel  Methodist  Episcopal  Ohnrch  waa  organ- 
ized in  1860  with  aixteen  members;  the  ilrat  meeting 
was  held  in  the  hall  OTer  Bayeiaon'a  store  April  8, 
1860,  Rev.  K  F.  Hicks  snpplying  the  pnlpit.  Wor- 
ship was  continued  there  until  Jannary,  1861,  from 
which  time  to  April,  1864^  tiiere  were  no  public  ser- 
vices held.  At  that  time  the  old  meetlng-hooae  waa 
hired,  and  services  held  therein  for  two  yean  under 
charge  of  Rev.  Mr.  Alderman.  After  an  interval  of 
five  years  meetings  were  again  commenced,  thia  time 
in  Lovell's  Hall,  in  1871,  under  the  charge  of  Rev. 
Mr.  W.  J.  Smith,  who  remained  with  the  society  one 
year.  Services  have  been  continued  aver  aince,  and 
the  ministers  have  been  F.  0.  Newall,  J.  H.  Hum- 
phrey, W.  H.  Turkinton,  J.  Oldham,  Thomaa  J.  Ev- 
erett, £.  W.  Ooodier,  and  the  present  pastor  is  Bav. 
Mr.  Jordan.  In  1876  the  society  built  an  attimctiva 
place  of  worship  on  the  comer  of  North  Main  and 
West  Streets,  on  a  lot  donated  to  them  by  Oharlea  T. 
Borden,  Esq.,  a  prominent  member  of  the  church. 

A  society  of  Frienda  waa  oiganiaed  at  West  Mana- 
field  in  1809.  They  built  a  meeting-house  which  now 
stands  a  model  of  neatness,  and  regular  meetingB  are 
now  held  there  upon  each  **  First  Day,"  and  occaaion- 
ally  other  meetingB  are  held.  Bav.  Brother  Thomaa 
Grover  is  the  preacher. 

In  1880  a  Christian  Baptist  Society  waa  organised, 
and  a  small  church  built  at  West  Manafiald.  A  new 
church  has  since  been  built  near  the  depot  at  West 
Mansfield,  and  the  society  is  now  proapering  under 
the  &ithful  miniatrationa  of  Bav.  GusUn,  of  Attle- 
borough. 

The  "  Mansfield  and  Foxborough  Society  of  the 
New  Jerusalem''  waa  organised  in  1888.  Th^  had 
no  regular  place  of  worship,  but  met  at  the  houses  of 
the  members,  of  which  the  more  prominent  are  David 
Fisher,  Sr.  (now  deceased),  Gapt.  Ira  Richardson, 
Frederick  A.  Mason,  Peyton  Hodges,  George  L. 
Stearns,  and  others.  In  1871  they  built  a  neat  and 
convenient  church  on  a  lot  g^ven  to  them  by  Dr.  Wil- 
liam F.  Perry,  located  on  the  south  side  of  West 
Street,  and  have  since  then  held  regular  Sabbath  ser- 
vices therein.  They  have  had  no  regularly  settled 
minister. 

Parish  Votes.— At  parish  meeting  in  1788  it  was 
voted  to  build  and  sell  four  pews  in  meeting-house, 
and  with  the  proceeds  to  paint  the  house.  At  subse- 
quent meeting,  same  year,  voted  to  sell  the  pews  at 


vendue,  and  that  If  they  did  not  bring  tiia  avati^ 
price  the  bida  to  ba  void,  and  Oobb  White  waa  ehoaan 
▼andne-maatar.  At  the  a4Joomnient  it  waa  voted 
that  all  votes  and  bida  made  at  meeting  ba  daalaiad 
void.  At  another  meeting,  same  year,  voted  to  raisa 
thirty  poonda  to  paint  and  repair  maeting-lMMBsa.  At 
a  meeting  held  a  month  after  this  vote  waa  roooMid- 
ered,  and  it  waa  voted  to  sell  the  gronndlbr  four  pow% 
and  Oobb  White  waa  chosen  vendna-maatar,  and  that 
the  pnrohasers  conld  give  their  notes  payable  16th  of 
October,  and  to  have  the  privilege  of  Imying  the 
Joint  atook  and  potting  it  on  the  notea.  The  pawn 
were  then  sold  aa  ibllowa:  Isaac  White  Ud  off  the 
first  pew  on  the  men's  side  at  nine  poonda  one  ahll- 
ling;  Jesse  Hodges  bid  off  second  pew  men'b  aide  at 
dx  pounds  fimr  shillings;  Lieut.  Joseph  Leonard 
bid  off  the  first  pew  on  the  women's  aide  at  tea 
pounds  two  shillings;  Jonathan  Nawland,  Jr.,  bid  off 
aecond  pew  women'a  aide  at  nine  pounds.  At  the 
meeting  In  1789,  voted  twenty  pounds  to  bnlid  steps 
for  meeting-house. 

In  1791  Dwight  Dean  waa  chcaen  collector,  and 
Amea  White  engaged  verbally  in  said  meeting  aa 
bondsman  for  said  Dean'a  fiUthfhl  parformanco  of  his 
duties.  In  1804  It  waa  voted  to  put  window-aprings 
in  all  the  windows  of  the  meeting-house.  At  meet- 
ing, in  1808,  to  see  about  minlaterlal  alBdn,  it  was 
voted  that  meana  be  used  to  continue  the  preaching 
of  the  goapel  In  said  parish,  and  there  was  ohoaen  at 
that  meeting  to  see  that  the  pulpit  waa  aupplied. 
Deacon  Abyah  Leonard,  Deacon  Daniel  WIlliaiaMs 
and  Dr.  RoUand  Green.  Voted  that  Mr.  Simeon  Dag- 
gett ahould  have  an  Invitation  to  preach  one  Sabbath. 
Instructed  committee  not  to  pay  over  eight  dollars 
per  week  to  any  minister.  Instructed  committee  to 
see  those  persons  who  belong  to  the  town  and  have 
separated  themselves  from  the  parish  if  th^  wlU 
come  in  again  and  help  support  a  minlater.  Voted 
that  said  committee  be  requested  to  relate  what  th^ 
had  heard  relative  to  a  man  in  the  country,  which 
waa  undeistood  to  be  Mr.  Chandler,  of  Shelbum. 
After  hearing  what  waa  related  by  them  respecting 
him  the  question  waa  put  to  see  if  the  pariah  would 
have  him,  and  it  was  voted  to  hear  him  if  lie  could 
be  obtained  without  any  coat  to  the  parish  in  sending 
him  or  in  fetching  him  down. 

I  conclude  Mr.  Chandler  would  not  come  down 
upon  these  terms,  as  at  an  acyonmed  iaeetlng  it  was 
voted  to  hire  Rev.  Mr.  Briggs  to  supply  the  pulpit. 

At  the  meeting  in  1809  it  was  voted  to  call  Rev. 
Mr.  Briggs  to  settle,  provided  he  "would  come  on 
reasonable  terms,"  and  they  appointed  a  committee 
of  fifteen  to  decide  what  sum  to  offer  Rev.  Mr.  Briggs. 
That  committee  consisted  of  Benjamin  Bates,  Esq., 
and  Moses  Copeland.  Both  of  these  gentlemen  de- 
clined serving ;  tlien  chose  John  Williams,  Nathaniel 
Brintnell,  Capt  John  Hodge,  Lemuel  White,  William 
Copeland,  Solomon  Pratt,  James  Andros,  Seth  Shep- 
ard,  Jr.,  Jacob  Dean,  Isaac  Skinner,  Elkanah  Bates, 
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Ephraim  Pond,  Capt  Joseph  Lane,  Ebenezer  Ware, 
and  Dr.  Roland  Green.  The  meeting  took  a  recess 
of  one  hour,  at  the  end  of  which  they  reported  that 
four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  was  the  proper  sum  to 
pay  Rev.  Mr.  Briggs  per  annum.  The  report  was  ac- 
cepted, and  signed  Solomon  Pratt,  chairman;  R. 
Green,  scribe. 

Benjamin  White  was  treasurer  of  parish  in  1770, 
also  in  1771 ;  Lieut.  Isaac  Dean  was  treasurer  in 
1772-77;  in  1778,  Maj.  Isaac  Dean,  treasurer;  and 
in  1779  and  in  1780,  Col.  Isaac  Dean  was  chosen ;  in 
1783  it  was  Isaac  Dean,  Esc|. ;  in  1785,  Thomas  Shaw ; 
in  1786,  Lieut.  Elijah  Hodges;  1787,  Isaac  Lowell, 
Jr.;  1792,  Isaac  Dean;  1793,  Jonathan  Newcomb. 

In  1792  it  was  voted  that  all  the  meeting-house 
doors  have  decent  steps,  and  a  committee  of  seven 
was  chosen  to  conduct  the  business  of  getting  up  said 
door-steps ;  John  Knapp,  Jesse  Hodges,  Thomas 
Skinner,  William  Copeland,  John  Cobb,  Jacob  Skin- 
ner, and  Col.  Isaac  White  for  said  committee.  Voted 
that  said  steps  be  "dun"  in  three  months.  At  a 
meeting  in  1798  it  was  voted  that  the  parish  com- 
mittee lease  the  land  in  the  burying-ground  at  their 
discretion.  In  1789  voted  to  repair  meeting-house, 
and  at  meeting  in  1801  eighty  dollars  was  appro- 
priated to  shingle  north  side  of  meeting-house  roof, 
as  well  as  the  south  side,  and  that  William  Copeland 
procure  shingles  at  the  eastward,  as  he  has  fairly  bar- 
gained for  them.  This  rule  was  favorably  reconsid- 
ered at  a  subsequent  meeting,  and  it  was  voted  to  set 
ap  the  shingles  at  vendue ;  and  it  was  moved  that  he 
who  doeth  said  shingling  shall  have  the  old  shingles 
and  the  nails.  Michael  Allen  bid  off  the  shingling  at 
ninety  dollars.    He  was  the  only  bidder. 

The  parish  officers  for  1809  were  Isaac  Skinner, 
clerk;  David  Gilbert,  Esq.,  treasurer;  Lemuel  White, 
Isaac  Stearns,  and  William  Copeland,  committee; 
John  Williams,  Isaac  Skinner,  and  Asahel  Williams, 
apiessors. 

In  1814  it  was  voted  that  the  "burying-ground 
should  not  be  pastured  the  present  year.'' 

In  1816  voted  to  build  by  subscription  a  pew  in 
Mansfield  meeting-house  for  the  singers,  proposed 
to  be  the  length  of  the  front  gallery. 

Voted  to  mend  the  plastering  and  point  the  under- 
pinning of  said  meeting-house. 

In  1818  the  following  pews  were  "vendued:" 
The  first  pew  struck  off  to  Benjamin  Williams  for 
$36 ;  the  second  pew  struck  off  to  John  Williams  for 
960 ;  the  third  pew  struck  off  to  David  Gilbert,  E^., 
for  $63;  the  fourth  pew  struck  off  to  Benjsmin  Bates, 
Esq.,  for  $50. 

In  1768  or  thereabouts  the  good  people  residing  in 
the  North  Precinct,  after  doubtless  severe  discussion 
and  agitation,  decided  they  would  make  strenuous 
efforts  to  dissolve  their  municipal  relations  with  the 
Soath  Precinct.  Previous  to  this  from  1764,  one-third 
of  the  town-meetings  had  been  held  at  the  North 
meeting-houso,  but  in  1767  it  was  voted  to  hold  no 


more  there,  and  the  North  Precinct  voters  accordingly 
petitioned  the  Great  and  General  Court  to  be  set  off 
as  a  separate  district,  and  in  April,  1770,  this  prayer 
was  granted,  and  Mansfield  became  a  "district." 
This  gave  them  all  the  powers  of  towns,  except  the 
separate- choice  of  a  representative.  In  a  few  years 
this  restriction  was  removed,  and  Mansfield  became  a 
full-fledged  town.  The  old  town  (Norton)  bid  them 
God-speed  in  these  words,  "  Voted,  whereas  the  North 
Precinct  of  the  town  of  Norton  has  desired  said  town 
to  vote  them  off  a  district,  the  suid  town  doth  hereby 
signify  their  consent  to  the  same,  if  the  Ckneral  Court 
shall  think  proper  to  set  off  and  make  s'  precinct  a 
separate  district ;  s'  North  Precinct  taking  their  pro- 
portionable part  of  the  poor  of  said  town,  and  also 
their  proportionable  part  of  the  town  stock." 

The  first  town-meeting  was  held  in  March,  1771, 
and  the  warrant  is  as  follows : 

**  DKiirroL,  M.    3b  9Wi§r  of  As  OmmIoMm  0/  ikt  DUiHei  ff  Wmi^Md  te 

**In  hif  Ml^)eeti•*■  name  joa  are  hereby  required  forthwith  to  notify 
and  warn  all  the  ft-eeholdera  and  other  peraooa  of  the  diatrlct  of  Mane- 
fleld  that  are  qualified  according  to  law  to  vote  In  town  affaire,  to  meet  and 
aasemble  together  at  the  pnblick  meeUng-honoe,  In  Mild  Maiiafleld,  on 
Monday,  the  eighteenth  day  of  March,  Inetant,  at  twelve  of  the  clock 
of  eald  day,  then  and  there  flret  to  ohoooe  a  moderator  to  manage  and 
carry  on  eald  meeting ;  secondly,  to  chooee  a  diatrlot  clerk  for  the  en- 
ining  year,  and  eelectmen  and  all  other  ofllcen  that  towna  are  obliged 
by  law  to  chooee  annually  In  the  month  of  March ;  thirdly,  to  vote  If 
they  will  think  proper  that  ewlne  may  run  at  large^  being  ringed  and 
yoked  according  to  law ;  fourthly,  to  vote  for  county  treaenrer ;  fifthly, 
to  Tote  to  accept  of  a  rmle,  if  they  think  proper,  which  b  laid  out  by 
the  eelectmen,  leading  from  line  near  where  Abiether  Babbot  now 
dwelli  to  the  rode  that  leadeth  from  Kphralm  Leonard^  Kw|.,  to  ■. 
Clapp'e  and  another  rode  fkom  Xaeton  line,  along  near  the  house  of 
Walle  Southward,  agreeable  to  a  retnme  in  laid  nieetlngto  be  produeed ; 
hereof  fall  not,  and  make  due  return  of  thia  warrant  and  your  doing! 
to  either  of  ua,  tlte  eubecrlben,  timely  in  eald  meeting.  Given  under 
our  handi  and  eeals  thIa  fourth  day  of  March,  In  the  eleventh  year  of 
hie  mi^eety*B  reign.  Anno  Domini,  1771. 

*']6pb*m  Lm»ARD, 
**Omioc  Wbkatox, 

**  fltfecfiww  0/  MtmtflM, 

"  Beoorded  the  29th  of  March,  1771,  by  me. 

**  lULAO  DEAir,  OterkJ^ 

Doings  of  the  Meeting, — Chose  William  Dean  to  be 
a  moderator  to  carry  on  and  manage  the  meeting ; 
chose  Isaac  Dean  their  district  clerk;  chose  Dr. 
Qeorge  Wheaton,  Mr.  Benjamin  Williams,  and 
Thomas  Skinner  for  selectmen.  They  each  took 
the  oath  relating  to  the  "  government  bills*'  before 
Ephraim  Leonard,  Esq.,  justice  of  the  peace,  in  pub- 
lic meeting.  They  chose  Samuel  White,  Dr.  George 
Wheaton,  and  William  Dean,  Jr.,  for  assessors  for 
ensuing  year ;  chose  Samuel  Tillebrown  for  one  of 
the  constables,  and  accepted  Samuel  White  in  place 
of  Samuel  Tillebrown  as  constable  for  the  ensuing 
year ;  chose  Abijah  Beeley  for  one  of  the  constables, 
and  accepted  of  Elijah  Dean  in  the  room  of  said 
Beeley.  They  made  choice  of  Benjamin  White  for 
treasurer;  chose  Alfred  Leonard  and  John  White 
for  wardens.  They  chose  Nehemiah  White  and  Ben- 
jamin Sweet  for  hog-reeves.  They  voted  that  swine 
may  run  at  large,  being  yoked  and  ringed  according 
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to  law.  They  voted  to  m^wm.  Mel  ftoeording  to 
adjouroment,  and  choae  Lieut  Job  Hodgee  and 
Beuben  Titus  for  to  keep  the  rifer  dear  Ibr  the  ftee 
passage  of  the  flah  for  Uie  ensuing  year,  and  th^ 
accepted  the  "  rodef,"  and  voted  ibr  eonnty  treaHirer» 
and  the  doings  recorded  by  iMac  Dean,  derk.  The 
next  town-meeting  was  to  see  if -the  town  would 
vote  reasons  to  the  Chreat  and  Qeneral  Oouit  why 
Eleaser  Robbins  and  others  of  Stonghton,  who  were 
annexed  to  Mansfield,  should  not  be  taken  from  said 
Mansfield,  and  th^  chose  a  committee  to  aid  the 
Stoughton  people  in  their  eflbrts  to  withdraw  from 
Mansfield. 

At  a  meeting  in  Novemberi  ITTl,  called  to  vote 
what  they  shall  think  proper  relating  to  the  schools 
in  the  district  of  Mansflddi  it  was  voted 


•*  that  the  oo6inoDth*kMlMwlwhleh  kM  to«i  ktaljr  k«pt  ■*  tiM  4««ll- 
Ing-boue  of  Nfttbma  WIUImm^  Jr.,  AmMS  to  wrtmud  lo  tto  wtoto 
dlttriot,  and  go  towards  tto  pwtiit  jtwli  ■nfcanltss  Ttof  voCid  atl 
to  havo  thraa  tcboolt  ■!  oMt  dvtactto  pi— I  visltr,  tot  ttogr  dM 
▼oto  to  tova  two  MboolL    V<IM  t>  tof  tto  ipfcioli  topt  at  or 


•am*  placM  whore  thqr 


topllaaljiarJ 


In  1775  the  sum  of  fifteen  pounds  was  voted,  ibr  the 
support  of  the  schools.  The  same  year  th^  voted  to 
Capt  William  Howes  as  their  part  of  his  pay  in  Oon- 
grass  the  sum  of  nine  pounds  and  two  shillings,  and 
to  Eleazer  Olapp  Ibr  the  same  purpose  the  sum  <^two 
pounds  and  sixteen  shillings. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
Mansfield,  legally  warned  punuant  to  a  resolve 
passed  in  the  honorable  House  of  B^reeentatives  on 
the  17th  of  September,  in  order  to  consider  and  de- 
termine whether  th^  will  give  thdr  consent  that  the 
present  House  of  Representatives  of  this  State  of  the 
Massachusetts  Bay,  together  with  the  Ooundl,  should 
consult  upon  and  enact  a  ibrm  of  government  for 
said  State,  and,  taking  the  same  into  thdr  most  ma- 
ture consideration,  came  under  the  following  votes: 

• 

■«llj.  Votodttiat  ttia  aHahliJilsf  a  feed  ima  af  fOfwnuaaet  ah»> 
lutalj  niriwMiy  In  ordtr  lo  laj  a  ItoBdalloii  fbr  Um  Ikitart  nMjr, 
bappioMii  and  wolfhra  of  a  paapla. 

''Sly.  Votod  that,  aa  tto  aad  af  fa?  aniMaet  it  ttia  good  of  tto  paopji^ 
■o  the  power  and  right  of  ibnalBS  Mrf  aataUWilAga  ptaa  thartof  asbta 
•Montlally  In  them. 

**  81  J.  Votad  that,  aa  thia  UMa  li  al  praaal  wtthoat  a  tana  af  gofara. 
moot,  It  to  highij  nooMnnr  that  oaa  Aoald  aooB  to  iwaod. 

**4l7.  Voted  ttot  wo  oaaaot  giva  aw  nmmt  la  tto  proponl  of  tto 
Hononble  Hooaa  In  ttoir  BaMra  of  tto  ITUi  Sept.  hHt  paal^  that  tto 
prreent  Hon.  Ilonee,  with  tto  Hani  OoaaeO,  Aovld  aoaol  a  §«»  of 
GoTemmeat  for  ible  State,  fbr  theee  Beaaoi^  rte.  x 

"  II  J.  That  the  preeeat  hoaaa  and  aonnoll  waa  not  aaparately  elected 
by  the  people  for  ttot  ipealal  parpoee^  which  we  think  la  highly  rea- 
eonable  they  should  to  In  a  natter  of  great  toportaaca. 

**2ly.  That  It  ie  the  nndoobtad  right  of  many  of  the  lahabitanta  of 
this  Slate  to  tove  a  Toke  In  the  eetahUihIaga  fom  of  goTomment  that 
was  not  allowed  to  vote  In  tto  diolceof  tto  preeeat  Bonae  of  Bepre- 
aentaUvee. 

**  61y.  Voted  we  bambly  ooncrlre  that  It  woold  ooadoce  anach  to  tto 
peace  and  qnlte  of  the  people  of  tto  State,  and  we  hope  woakl  to  a  eal- 
ntary  meeeore  to  obtain  the  aada  propoaed.  If  eaah  Ooanty  ehoaM  meet 
by  their  delegatee  with  aa  Xqaal  Bepneentathm  ftoai  tto  acTeral 
towns  aud  ooneult  what  fona  of  goremaieat  ttoy  amy  thlak  It  would 
to  Beet  for  this  SUto  to  eooM  Into,  aad  whea  th^  hara  ao  dedre  la 
lay  the  reeolt  of  their  aevMal  aieellagi  before  a  State  Oonreatloa  la 
to  ohoeen  by  said  County  Coaraattoas,  aad  the  State  Ooaraatloa  to  ee- 


thasghtMOitUtolyta 


of 
la  tto 


«Sly.  Ttot  It  appaan  «a  w  atoalaMf 
•afoljr  af  1Mb  UMa  that  tto  ptaa  af 
to  pahtobad  fbr  tto  fsrwal  af  tto  people  aad 
Itoir  apprehaUaa* 

••ny.  Votad  that  wa  thlak  ttMt  ttwoaid  to 
aal  Sir  tto  pneeal  HeaoraUe  noaoa  af 
pnaepis  or  ardeiB  for  tto  atoiaa  of  aaid 

«S|y.  Voted  that  tto  alarfc  af  thia  lawa  AaaM 
la  tto  ■isHag  la  tto  Bematai  jli  aaaa, 


aaiWUIv 


to 
af 


•agNaaal 


At  town-meeUng  held  Feb.  15, 1777,  it  was  voted 
to  give  a  bounty  of  twentjr-flve  pounds  to  all  those 
who  enlisted  in  service  of  the  United  Blatea  Ibr  three 
yean  or  during  the  war. 

In  March,  1777,  the  following  prices  for  labor,  ete., 
were  fixed,  in  punuanoe  of  an  act  of  the  Qeneral  As* 
sembly: 

a»  A  ^ 


IhnalBg  kbar  la  tto  eai 
aKaaeo..M  .viM..  MM...«N..»«..M 
Oood  whaa^  par  haahsl ........ 


Oood  gieevMs  nOTif  pvB'  pw— w»...w.w»..»..m».«..wi 

Oood  ataU'Mo,  ania... ... ... ... ... ... — .— — ....iw ... .  w  .»..•. . 

Oood  raw  hMn,  par  paaad,  other  iklaa  la  tto  aai 

tiOa  ......  ..........  »m  ..«■»....  •m»  ...  .M  .M  ...  •»•  ......  ...  .—  m»» 


Oood  chaaee^  bmm  la  town,  per  poaadMw..*..n.cMM*M.M..MM..M< 
Oood  batter,  par  poaitdn«.«.»M.— .mm....  «.»«..rti !■■■..»■■■■■■■■■■■■ 
Ouod  heaaai  par  waehel«........«.......».....w.»....  .«•»■»— »■■■■»■>»»... 


Oood  Spaalsh  potaloee,  la  Om  foU  of  tto  year,  par  U—^p..;.. 
Ditto,  la  t  to  aprlafc  per  haehei,  aad  other  aorta  la  piapertloa, 
aaooidlBg  to  their  qaallty, 

llaB*kaboeib  M^  ^I  «k«  ^ 
OaH,  good  oati,  per  bashel  . 


I ........... ...» .......«.— 


Oood 


the  bait  aaat  leather, 
ishel ............ 

tried  tallow,  per  poaadw.....MM.........»M.»»ww ..«.■■■■«»■■» 


•a....... 


■  ....n. «......—  .■ 


Beof  tallow,  St  Sir  aoat,  per  poaad...........  _     ^  ^ 

Vara  eloth.  yard  wide,  Um  heat  aort,  Saaaal,  yard  wide,  af  tto 

halt  qaulty,  par  yard.>..M.....«.MaM.**.wM.  m>... ••■■»■■■■•■•».».. m. 

Cbttoa  aad  Uaaea  hoBM^aada  doth,  beet  qaaUty,  par  yard..... 

Mattoa,  laartk  aad  rial,  per  poaad».»....................»...».~.-~ 

Oood  aow  Billii,  fkoai  I>eoeaBtor  let  to  Mareh  lat,  per  faart.^. 

.       Best  of  yearM..MM.w..*MM.Ma.w..M.*.M.*M.«».M»n. 
Baniih  bay,  la  Beld...»»«».«  ...........»...»«.•»»...  ».....•...........•••—— 

Voaaoao  In  lieit  of  the  aeetM..«« «..««« .w... ».....«w.«»..m..»w...«...»..— 


Ohrpeatare*  pay,  perday,  fo 
Splaala  ligr  the  ekeia.  takoo 
Woosaa^  tailor,  per  day,  foi 
Woaaa'a  shoea.  wads  of  cal 


foaad. 


Woauui'a  ihoee, 
Vteiuallag  at  tarera. 


with  good  boyled  oi 


........................... 

or  roaat  aMat,  with 


».#.«.<...»■■.■.... 


liffdglttg,  for  oaa  aight>..*.MM...«*.....MM**.M..a  m«.mmm.mm.. 

Boardlag  a  laburiag  asaa,  per  week...........^........ ....... 

Keeping,  per  day.»..N. 


............... 


Beat Una'aU-wool  clotty  HSfwd  wMe^  well  dyed 
illyi,  he  flndli  _ 
Tto  abora  prices  aiado  Vy  tto  Selectiaa  aad 


ShoesMklag  la  foaillys,  ha  flnding  his  waa,  per  pahr.. 

Joaa  Wain, 


....10 

■••«a       S 


10 


April  T,inT. 

A  town-meeting  was  called  June  16, 1777,  to  ''pre- 
sent tories,"  and  the  warrant  warns  the  voters  in  the 
name  and  government  of  Massachusetts  Bay, 


**To8dly  todmeeanaa  to  prooare  aad  lay  before  tto  aoatt 
upon  deeoribed,  the  OTldenoe  Uiat  to  had  of  tto  InloOoal  eapreesioa  of 
any  pereon  towarde  thb  or  any  United  SUtee.  Sdly,  act  and  proaead 
with  any  pereone  that  tove  Ben  lulmlcal  to  their  oonntiy,  accordlag  la 
a  Ule  act  of  the  grata  and  Geneml  Oorte,  and  to  act  apon  the  hole  aa 
they  stoll  think  proper.**  Isaac  Deaa  was  chosen  nMderator.  Made 
choce  of  BlUah  Dean  to  prooare  evidence  against  any  each  poraoaa  aa 
deeoribed  la  warraat.  3dly ,  the  Selectinan,  Berereud  Zephaalah  Hoggas^ 
aa  a  perwn  Dangerous  to  our  cause,  aad  dfort  was  nude  to  reliore  Kr. 
Hogges  of  tills  **salt  Impsachnent,**  but  not  a  sing.e  voter  would  ooa- 
eeat  to  It,  and  It  was  ordered  ttiat  he  **  etould  to  tried  by  a  cpaelal  ooait 
for  that  purpoee.** 

At  the  March  meeting,  1778,  it  was 
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"Voted  to  t^nd  to  e«ch  of  the  eoldicn  In  the  Contlncntiil  tenrii  for 
th«  Town  of  Mftnafleld,  and  which  engB|;ed  for  the  Town*!  Bounty,  one 
Shnrt,  OM  pulr  of  Troween,  and  fonr  atockinge  and  one  pair  of  ehuea.** 

In  Maj,  1T78,  Town  hail  a  meeting  in  "lavor  of  Govemment**  Voted 
additional  Bounty  to  all  men  who  wonld  voluntepr,  and  voted  **  To  clear 
or  Indemnify  the  oommtaslon  ofllcee  for  taid  town  for  any  damage  or 
llnM  which  may  be  laid  upon  them  for  not  Drafting  men  for  the  aer- 


In  1780  two  warrants  were  issued  by  the  selectmen ; 
one  directed  the  constable  to  notify  all  the  voters  on 
the  east  side  of  Rumford  River,  and  the  other  directed 
him  to  notify  all  the  voters  on  the  westerly  side  of 
said  river,  to  meet  at  the  public  meeting-house, 
then  and  there  to  act  on  certain  articles  enumerated 
in  a  former  warrant,  which  were  not  acted  upon  by 
reason  of  the  "  late  alarm  which  prevented  the  said 
meeting  being  holden."  A  town-meeting  warrant  was 
issued  same  year  directing  the  officer  "  to  warn  all  the 
male  persons  being  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  resi- 
dents of  said  town  for  the  space  of  one  year,  or  that 
have  their  usual  homes  in  said  town,  having  a  free- 
hold estate  in  said  town  of  the  annual  income  of  three 
pounds,  or  other  estate  than  a  personal  or  mixed  of 
the  value  of  sixty  pounds,  computed  in  silver  at 
Ss,  Bfi.  per  ounce,  to  meet  or  assemble  the  I3th  day  of 
October,  1780,  to  elect  a  person  who  is  an  inhabitant 
of  said  town  and  secured  in  his  own  right  of  a  free- 
hold of  the  value  of  one  hundred  pounds,  or  any 
valuable  estate  of  the  value  of  two  hundred  pounds, 
within  said  town,  to  be  computed  in  silver  as  afore- 
said, to  serve  for  and  represent  them  in  the  Great 
and  General  Court."  And  at  this  meeting  Capt. 
Samuel  White  was  unanimously  made  choice  of  as 
the  representative,  and  he  was  given  by  the  town 
clerk  and  selectmen  a  '*fair  certificate,"  and  Con- 
stable Skinner  summoned  and  warned  the  said  White 
to  appear  and  to  attend  to  the  service  for  which  he 
was  chosen. 

Probably  the  largest  appropriation  in  figure9  ever 
made  at  any  town-meeting  was  at  the  December,  1780, 
meeting,  when  for  town  purposes  and  some  few  inci- 
dentals there  was  appropriated  the  sum  oi  fifty-three 
ihoumnd  three  hundred  and  forty-Hven  poundt,  and  this 
fact  will  give  us  some  idea  of  the  value  of  a  paper 
currency.  At  this  time  John  Pratt  was  the  constable, 
and  Benjamin  Bates  was  the  town  clerk. 

At  the  town-meeting  held  April,  1786,  the  vote  for 
€k>vernor  stood :  the  Hon.  John  Hancock  had  twenty- 
seven,  the  Hon.  James  Bodwine  had  two.  At  a  meeting 
held  just  previous  to  the  preceding,  it  was  voted  to  pay 
their  representative  the  sum  of  four  shillings  per  day 
out  of  the  town  treasury,  and  Capt.  Benjamin  Bates 
was  chosen  representative. 

The  town  was  called  together  in  the  name  of  the 
commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  on  Monday,  Feb.  6, 
1787,— 

"Tto  Beade  and  hear  the  addreaa  of  the  General  Ooarte  lately  piib- 
Uahad.    To  tAke  Into  conilderatlon  the  preeent  oalamltlea  in  thif  oom- 
iwoalth  and  to  tee  if  the  town  will  peUtion  the  General  Gonrt  to 
ill  thoae  troopa  under  the  command  of  General  Lincoln,  who  hare 
shed  to  tiM  OMntlea  of  Woroeater  and  Hampahire,  in  onler  to  pre- 


vent the  farther  efftanlon  of  Blood  and  the  calamity  of  a  Domeatio  War, 
and  alao  that  the  Honorable  General  Oonrt  Repeal  the  Act  pamed  the 
laat  eemlon  anipendlnf  the  Habeaa  Oorpoa  act,  or  for  the  town  to  pam 
any  vote  or  voteo  Relative  to  the  before  mantkmad  premliM  Uiey  may 
think  proper.** 

At  this  meeting  it  was  voted  "not  to  read  the 
address  lately  published  by  the  General  Court,"  and 
it  was  voted  that  a  copy  of  the  petition  drawn  up  by 
Capt.  Pratt  be  sent  by  the  town  clerk  somewhere, 
probably  to  the  General  Court.  At  this  time  Jona- 
than Newcomb  was  town  clerk,  Elijah  Dean  and 
Jonathan  Newcomb  were  the  selectmen  who  signed 
the  warrant,  and  William  Copeland  was  the  constable 
who  served  the  warrant. 

At  a  meeting  held  on  5th  November,  1787,  it  was 
voted  "  that  the  poor  of  the  town  shall  be  set  up  at 
publick  vendue  to  them  that  will,  keep  them*  the 
cheapest.'^  At  this  time  Thomas  Skinner  and  Jona- 
than Williams  were  selectmen,  and  Stephen  Bond 
constable,  and  Jonathan  Newcomb  town  clerk. 

At  the  "  Governor's  meeting,"  in  1778,  John  Han- 
cock had  forty-five  votes,  Elbridge  Gary  had  forty- 
three  votes,  James  Warren  had  one. 

One  article  in  the  warrant  calling  the  meeUng  for 
September,  1783,  is  to  "  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to 
choose  a  committee  to  act  with  the  committee  chosen 
in  other  towns  in  this  county  for  the  purpose  of  peti- 
tioning to  the  General  Court  for  the  better  regulating 
of  fishing  in  Taunton  Grove  River,  and  Capt  John 
Pratt  was  duly  chosen." 

At  the  December  town  meeting,  1788,  for  voting  for 
representative  to  Congress,  the  district  consisting  of 
Bristol  County,  Dukes  County,  and  Nantucket,  the 
Hon.  George  l/conard,  Esq.,  had  twenty  votes,  the 
Hon.  David  Cobb  had  thirty-six.  The  vote  for  elec- 
tor stood :  Elisha  May  had  thirty-six,  Samuel  Tobey 
had  thirty-six. 

At  a  meeting  held  Sept.  29, 1789,  it  was  voted,  'To 
build  a  stone  pound  30  feet  square  within  the  walls, 
six  feet  high,  with  a  stick  of  Timber  all  Bound  said 
wall  to  a  Dubble  Wall  three  feet  wide  at  the  Botom 
and  carried  up  the  6  feet  in  proportion." 

Extracts  from  the  proceedings  at  the  town  meetings 
might  be  made  to  a  great  extent,  which  would  proVe 
of  value  and  of  much  interest,  but  the  limits  allowed 
for  this  sketch  will  not  permit  it 

Early  Settlers.— "  Very  Worshipful  Ephraim 
Leonard,  Esq.,"  was  probably  the  most  distin- 
guished man  who  ever  lived  in  Mansfield.  His 
residence  was  in  the  house  at  £^t  Mansfield, 
formerly  owned  by  Mr.  Calvin  Thomas,  tiow  owned 
by  George  Thomas,  located  on  the  easterly  side 
of  the  road,  near  Flint's  saw-mill.  The  old  house 
in  its  wide  entry  and  staircase,  in  its  high  rooms, 
gives  evidence  of  its  former  grandeur.  He  was  ap- 
pointed judge  of  Court  of  Common  Pleas  in  1747, 
and  was  in  office  until  after  the  Revolution.  He 
was  born  Jan.  16, 1705-6.  He  was  a  leader  in  the 
town,  a  man  of  great  energy ;  held  the  confidence  and 
esteem  of  his  fellow-citizens;  held  the  office  of  col- 
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onel  in  the  militia  during  the  old  French  and  Indian 
war.  He  was  a  man  of  eminent  piety,  and  the 
wealthieiit  man  in  the  region.  Hie  name  is  often 
found  upon  the  old  recorda  of  both  town  and  pariah. 
His  grave,  with  those  of  three  of  his  wives  (he  was 
married  four  times),  are  in  the  woods  a  short  distance 
from  his  former  residence ;  the  slate  slabs  indicating 
their  burial-places  are  flat  upon  the  ground,  and  it  is 
extremely  difficult  to  decipher  any  of  the  lettering 
upon  them.  There  are  evidences  near  these  graves 
of  other  burials,  but  the  stories  of  the  men  and  women 
who  found  their  last  resting-place  are  only  known  to 
the  Recording  Angel,  and  probably  their  names  will 
never  more  be  mentioned  upon  earth.  He  had  a  son, 
Daniel,  born  May  18,  1740,  graduated  at  Harvard 
University  in  1760,  at  the  age  of  twenty  years.  Studied 
law,  and  was  a  man  of  brilliant  abilities.  Became  a 
Loyalist,  and  was  appointed  by  Gk>vernor  Hutchinson 
a  mandamus  counselor  in  1774 ;  practiced  his  profes- 
sion atTaunton  Grove,but  the  honest  yeomanry  would 
not  tolerate  him.  Left  Taunton  and  went  to  Boston, 
thence  to  Halifax,  thence  to  England,  and  was  after- 
wards chief  justice  of  Bermuda  Islands.  The  house 
in  which  he  lived  still  stands  just  north  of  the  court- 
house in  Taunton,  and  the  marks  of  the  bullets  still 
remain  to  testify  to  the  animosity  which  the  people 
felt  towards  the  ienHmenU  he  held.  His  personal 
popularity,  however,  was  great.  His  father  be- 
queathed to  him  a  large  portion  of  his  estate,  pro- 
vided he  was  allowed  to  return  and  enjoy  it,  and  also 
be  allowed  the  rights  of  citizenship ;  but  if  not,  then 
to  any  of  Daniel's  children  who  should  come  to  Amer- 
ica and  become  citizens.  A  son,  Charles,  did  come, 
took  possession  of  the  property,  entered  Harvard 
College,  but  did  not  graduate;  was  subsequently 
placed  under  guardianship,  and  was  found  dead  May 
4, 1881,  in  the  road  near  Burrowsville. 

Mr.  Ephraim  Leonard  gave  the  land  to  the  parish 
now  used  as  a  burying-ground  at  East  Mansfield. 

John  Caswell,  Sr.,  settled  at  East  Mansfield.  His 
son  John,  Jr.,  lived  near  him.  He  was  a  lieutenant 
and  ensign  in  "  the  King's  service."  He  died  18th 
December,  1778.  His  wife  died  July  6, 1769,  in  her 
eighty-first  year.    They  had  ten  children. 

Benjamin  Caswell  and  James  Caswell,  it  is  sup- 
posed, lived  at  East  Mansfield.  There  is  now  no  per- 
son in  town  bearing  the  name  of  Caswell. 

Seth  Dorman  settled  in  £^t  Mansfield,  and  was 
one  of  the  original  members  of  the  Norton  Church. 

Joseph  Elliot  lived  at  East  Mansfield.  He  died  in 
1762. 

Thomas  Brintnell,  with  his  family,  made  a  settle- 
ment in  the  northwesterly  part  of  Mansfield,  a  few  rods 
easterly  of  Wading  River,  short  distance  from  the 
lines  of  the  two  colonies,  near  the  Obadiah  Brintnell 
place.  He  built  a  rude  shelter,  partly  of  wood  and 
partly  of  stone,  wherein,  with  his  two  muskets,  he  felt 
safe  against  the  unfriendly  red  men.  He  came  from 
Boston.  His  descendants  are  numerous,  some  of  which 


have  resided  in  town  continuously  since  the  settlement 
by  their  ancestor. 

Samuel  Buzby,  who  lived  at  East  Mansfield,  mar- 
ried, Aug.  28,  1711,  Elizabeth  Caswell.  They  had 
eight  or  nine  children. 

Capt.  Samuel  Brintnell,  son  of  Thomas  and  Esther, 
lives  at  his  father's  house.  He  was  a  man  of  note, 
and  his  voice  was  often  heard  in  the  discuaaion  of 
parish  and  town  affairs.  He  was  often  selectman,  and 
was  also  representative  to  the  General  Court.  He  was 
married  three  times,  and  in  his  will  names  six  chil- 
dren. 

Samuel  Brintnell,  Jr.,  son  of  Samuel,  liTes  near 
the  old  homestead.  He  married  twice  and  had  three 
children. 

Thomas  Qrover,  born  March,  1668.  Ho  settled  at 
West  Mansfield.  He  built  a  house  near  the  "  TobiU" 
place.  Andrew,  his  brother,  built  a  house  where  Mr. 
Sherman  now  lives,  formerly  occupied  by  Elder  Chad- 
wick.  Ephraim,  another  brother,  built  a  house  near 
what  is  now  Mr.  John  Bailey's.  He  was  a  deacon  of 
the  church  in  North  Precinct 

John  Hall  lived  near  Cobbler's  Corner,  and  at  one 
time  was  interested  in  the  grist-mill  near  the  Comer. 
He  had  a  brother  Ebenezer. 

Ephraim  Sheldon  lived  at  West  Mansfield  a  short 
time,  then  moved  to  Attleborough. 

Thomas  Skinner  settled  at  West  Mansfield.  He 
was  one  of  the  original  members  of  the  North  Churcji, 
and  was  the  first  schoolmaster  who  lived  to  be  ninety 
years  of  age. 

John  Skinner,  brother  of  Thomas,  lives  at  West 
Mansfield. 

Deacon  Nicholas  White  built  the  old  house  now 
owned  by  Charles  N.  Hall,  Esq.,  on  the  south  side  of 
Hall  Street,  until  lately  occupied  by  Mr.*Hall.  He 
was  a  very  prominent  man  in  town  and  parish  afiairs. 
He  was  one  of  the  selectmen  eleven  years,  member 
of  General  Court,  and  deacon  of  the  church.  A  man 
of  much  importance,  whose  opinion  was  much  relied 
upon  by  his  neighbors  both  in  town  and  parish  meet- 
ings. He  was  buried  upon  his  farm,  near  the  resi- 
dence of  Mr.  Elkanah  Hall.  His  grave,  like  the 
graves  of  many  of  the  early  settlers,  it  is  now  iuipus- 
sible  to  find. 

Marcus  White  lived  near  his  brother.  Deacon  Nich- 
olas. 

Deacon  Benjamin  Williams  lived  where  Charles 
Henry  Williams  now  lives,  from  whom  the  last 
named  descended.  He  was  a  man  of  great  influence 
in  town,  and  was  often  chosen  to  parish  and  town 
ofiice,  and  was  a  man  of  good  mind,  careful  judg- 
ment, and  sound  sense. 

Pnblio  Buildings. — The  first  meeting-house  was 
never  completed.  In  1752  the  freeholders  voted  to 
'*  the  very  worshipful  Col.  Ephraim  Leonard,  Esq., 
the  privilege  and  liberty  to  build  a  pew  in  the 
meeting-house  for  the  comfort  and  convenience  of 
himself  and  family,  to  extend  from  the  public  stairs 
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half-way  to  the  west  wall  of  the  said  meeting-house.'' 
At  the  same  meeting  the  privilege  was  given  "  to 
Lieut  Josiah  Pratt  to  build  a  pew  extending  from 
the  northeast  corner  of  said  meeting-house  to  the  min- 
isterial pew,  even  to  front  with  the  same  pew."  In 
1752,  Nathan  Williams, "  for  locking  and  onlocking 
the  meeting-house  doors,  and  sweeping  the  meeting- 
house, was  voted  in  lawful  money,  or  rye  at  three 
shillings  per  bushel,  or  Indian  corn  at  two  shillings 
per  bushel,  the  sum  of  six  pounds." 

A  part  of  this  ministerial  land  was  on  "  Dorches- 
ter plain,  so  called,"  and  six  acres  of  it  was  "  near  a 
lot  of  land  which  Brian  Hall  owneth."  It  was 
granted  by  the  proprietors  of  "Taunton  North  Pur- 
chase, for  the  maintenance  of  the  congregational 
ministry."  The  land  as  granted  was  divided  between 
Norton  and  Mansfield  Jan.  9,  1778,  Isaac  Hodges, 
John  King,  and  Seth  Smith,  acting  for  Norton; 
Benjamin  White, Samuel  Tillebrown,  and  Isaac  Dean, 
for  Mansfield.  There  was  also  another  tract  of  min- 
isterial land  in  Taunton  Cedar  Swamp. 

**  At  A  legal  mMtlng  holden  by  the  freeholders  and  others,  Inhabitante 
of  Norton,  North  Precinct,  at  the  public  nieeting-hoaae  In  said  precinct, 
oa  WednMdftj,  ye  30th  daj  of  May,  a.d.  1766. 

"Flntly,  they  made  choice  of  Gapt.  William  Dean  for  a  moderator  to 
carry  on  and  manage  said  meeting. 

**  Secondly,  they  Toted  to  bnild  a  new  meeting-house  on  the  meeting- 
hooM  lot,  near  where  the  meeting-house  now  stands. 

**  Thirdly,  th^  voted  to  build  said  house  on  the  ground,  sixty  feet  in 
laagfh  and  forty -four  feet  wide. 

**  Foarthly,  they  roted  to  begin  to  build  said  meeUng-house  in  Octo- 
bar  next. 

**  Fifthly,  they  roted  to  get  the  timber  for  the  frame  of  said  meeting- 
hooee  on  tba  ministerial  lot. 

**  Sixthly,  the  moderator  with  the  Tote  of  the  anembly  adjourned  the 
■leating  nnUI  the  first  Monday  in  October  next  ensuing,  at  one  of  the 
dock  in  tba  afternoon,  and  then  they  voted  that  said  meeting-house 
■hoaM  be  In  height  In  proportion  with  the  lengtli  and  breadth. 

**  They  Totvl  to  raise  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  to  prorlde  for  the 
bviMing  of  said  house. 

"TbeyToted  that  the  walls  of  said  house  should  be  studded  end 
boarded  and  shingled. 

**They  voted  that  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  should  be 
paid  Into  the  treasury  on  or  before  first  day  of  September  next  en- 
mlng. 

**  Thoy  made  eliolce  of  CWpt.  William  Dean,  and  Deacon  Denjamin 

Skloiiar,  Nathan  Williams,  and  Job  Hodges  for  a  committee  to  carry  on 

ami  manage  the  bnllding  said  meellng-honsa.    The  moderator  with  a 

Tola  of  the  assembly  dlonlssed  the  meeUng. 

**  Recorded  by  me. 

"  Dbnjamin  Wiluams,  iVeefool  Cfsrft.** 

The  bell  in  the  meeting-house  tower  was  presented 
to  the  town  July  26, 1829,  by  Hon.  Asa  Clapp,  and  in 
a  letter  to  Dr.  Bei\jamin  Billings  of  that  date  he  says, 
**  In  consideration  of  your  wishes  and  the  early  and 
sincere  affection  I  bear  to  my  native  town,  I  present 
this  bell  to  them  in  hope  that  it  will  tend  to  unite  the 
good  people  more  in  one  scheme  of  worshiping  God. 
.  .  .  The  scheme  is  not  of  so  much  consequence  to 
man  as  a  willing  mind  and  humble  heart." 

The  location  of  the  second  meeUng-house  has  been 
changed  since  its  erection,  and  it  now  stands  on  the 
west  side  of  Union  Street.  The  graveyard  at  the 
centre  is,  and  the  church  formerly  stood  upon  land  set 
oir  by  the  original  proprietors  to  be  used  as  *'  buring 


field,  hurrying  and  other  public  uses  by  the  parish." 
The  inevitable  controversy  arose  in  after -years 
whether  this  land  belonged  to  the  town  or  to  the 
"  old  society."  This  gave  rise  to  several  law-suits  and 
very  much  bad  feeling  was  being  engendered,  when 
the  counsel  employed  by  the  town  suggested  to  the 
counsel  upon  the  other  side  an  amicable  settlement  of 
the  whole  controversy.  This  was  adopted,  and  the 
town  voted  to  the  socibty  a  sum  of  money  which 
enabled  them  to  purchase  and  remove  the  church  to 
a  suitable  lot,  upon  which  it  now  stands.  It  also 
made  ample  appropriation  for  the  grading  and  fencing 
of  the  vacant  lot  as  a  common,  and  we  have  now  a 
"  breathing-place"  in  the  centre  of  the  town,  which 
with  its  fast-growing  maple-trees,  its  well-kept  walks 
and  green  grass,  will  soon  for  beauty  rival  famous 
Taunton  Green. 

During  all  the  existence  of  the  town  it  has  held  its 
meetings  as  a  town  in  tlie  meeting-house,  latterly 
hiring  the  use  of  the  same  of  the  Unitarian  society. 
Several  years  after  the  subject  of  a  building  for  town 
and  high  school  purposes,  and  a  vote  was  passed  to 
build  one,  but  that  vote  was  soon  after,  at  a  special 
meeting,  reconsidered,  and  the  matter  hka  remained 
quiet  up  to  the  March  meeting  of  1882,  when,  as  ap- 
pears from  the  following  article  from  the  Mansfield 
News  of  Feb.  16, 1883,  it  was  voted  to  erect  such  a 
building.  Too  much  credit  and  praise  cannot  be 
given  to  Rev.  Jacob  Ide  for  his  indefatigable  and  per- 
sistent efforts  in  the  interest  of  the  town  for  the  town- 
hall,  and  for  every  other  enterprise  and  undertaking 
tending  to  advance  the  interest  of  the  town  as  a  cor- 
poration or  of  its  citizens. 

Mansfield's  New  Town-Honse.— Mansfield  is  soon 
to  dedicate  her  town-house,  and  for  the  information 
of  our  readers  we  purpose  giving  at  this  time  a  de- 
tailed description  of  the  structure.  The  need  of  a 
town-house  has  been  felt  and  admitted  by  most  of 
our  citizens  for  some  years  past,  and  at  different  times 
projects  have  been  entertained  and  considered  for 
building.  The  matter  took  definite  shape  at  the  an- 
nual town-meeting  in  March  last,  when  the  committee, 
appointed  at  a  preceding  town-meeting, "  to  see  about 
a  location  and  plans  for  a  building  for  a  town  hall, 
and  for  the  High  School,"  presented  its  report.  At 
this  meeting  Rev.  Jacob  Ide  read  a  letter  from  a 
former  resident  of  the  town,  Mr.  W.  O.  Grover,  of 
Boston,  who  offered  to  give  five  thousand,  dollars  to 
aid  in  building  a  town  hall.  The  offer  was  at  once 
accepted  by  the  town,  and  it  was  also  voted  that  the 
sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars  be  raised  and  appropri- 
ated for  the  object  The  choice  of  location  was 
divided  between  a  piece  of  land  on  North  Main 
Street,  tendered  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Rogers,  and  the 
"  Hester  piece"  on  West  Street,  owned  by  the  town. 
From  the  first  the  "  Heater  piece"  seemed  to  be  the 
choice  of  the  majority,  and  at  an  adjourned  town- 
meeting  in  April  following  that  location  was  adopted 
by  the  town.    As  its  many  advantages  become  more 
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and  more  apparent  the  choice  g^vee  general  satisfac- 
tion. At  this  meeting  seyeral  plans  were  exhibited 
by  a  committee  appointed  for  that  purpose.  That 
submitted  by  Mr.  John  L.  Faxon,  of  7  Exchange 
Place,  Boston,  was  recommended  by  the  committee 
and  adopted  by  the  town.  Mr.  Faxon  was  employed 
as  the  architect,  and  to  his  taste  and  intelligent  super- 
vision during  the  whole  progress  of  the  work  are  we 
indebted  for  the  fine  proportions  and  the  thorough 
construction  of  the  building  now  before  us.  The  fol- 
lowing gentlemen  were  appointed  a  building  com- 
mittee :  Messrs.  A.  C.  Harden,  £.  M.  Reed,  and  A.  V. 
Rogerson.  The  contract  for  building  was  awarded  to 
Messrs.  S.  M.  and  H.  A.  Chesley,  of  Boston,  for  about 
thirteen  thousand  dollars,  including  everything  above 
the  granite  wall ;  no  allowance,  however,  being  made 
for  gas-fixtures,  frescoing,  or  clock.  Ground  was 
broken  in  July,  and  by  the  terms  of  the  contract  the 
building  was  to  be  finished  Feb.  14, 1888.  in  spite 
of  some  vexatious  delays  this  has  been  accomplished, 
and,  except  the  grading  and  some  minor  matters, 
nothing  now  remains  but  to  furnish  the  building. 

Let  us  take  a  look  at  the  building  as  it  stands  com- 
pleted, first  considering  the  outside.  The  designs 
were  original  with  Mr.  Faxon,  while  the  style  of  ar- 
chitecture is  colonial.  The  building  is  of  wood,  with 
a  brick  underpinning  all  around  about  three  feet  in 
height  above  the  stone-work.  The  bricks  are  laid  in 
black  mortar,  and  a  heavy  granite  base  gives  a  sub- 
stantial finish  to  the  whole.  The  rough-stone  work, 
which  can  be  seen  from  the  cellar,  is  thoroughly  done, 
and  is  the  work  of  Mr.  £.  G.  Miller,  of  this  town. 
The  front  steps  are  of  granite,  with  brick  buttresses 
capped  with  granite,  and  the  back  steps,  which  are  of 
hard  pine,  also  have  brick  buttresses  capped  with 
granite.  There  is  no  outside  door  to  the  cellar,  but  a 
large  bulkhead  serves  instead.  The  grauite-work, 
which  is  among  the  finest  jobs  on  the  building,  was 
laid  by  Mr.  Stephen  Blaisdell,  of  Foxborough.  It  is 
a  matter  for  congratulation  that  Mansfield  can  boast 
so  many  good  workmen,  and  that  so  large  a  part  of 
the  best  work  on  this  building  was  performed  by  our 
own  mechanics.  Prominent  among  these  is  Mr. 
George  W.  Keith,  who  was  assisted  by  Mr.  J.  Har^ 
kins,  of  Quincy,  who  did  the  brick-work  and  plaster- 
ing, and  whose  labor  has  been  praised  by  natives  and 
strangers  alike  who  have  seen  it  and  are  competent  to 
judge  of  its  excellence. 

The  building  is  in  the  form  of  a  cross,  this  form 
admitting  of  a  more  pleasing  architectural  appear- 
ance than  would  have  been  the  case  with  a  plain 
rectangular  edifice,  and  the  transept  affording  needed 
room  to  the  apartments  in  the  lower  story.  The  depth 
of  the  building  from  front  to  rear  is  ninety-seven  feet; 
the  width  of  the  main  building  is  fifty  feet,  and  the 
extreme  width  of  the  transept  is  sixty  feet,  which 
leaves  a  projection  on  either  side  of  five  feet.  The 
height  of  the  main  walls  of  the  buildings  from  bot- 
tom of  sills  to  top  of  plate  is  thirty-four  feet.    It  is 


fifty-eight  feet  from  bottom  of  sills  to  top  of  ridge  or 
saddle-boards,  while  from  the  top  of  the  belfry  or 
clock-tower  to  the  bottom  of  sills  is  eighty  feet,  or 
eighty -four  feet  to  the  ground.  The  building  is  clap- 
boarded  and  finished  with  corner-boards.  Instead  of 
tlie  old-fashioned  water-table,  a  heavy  moulded  base 
caps  the  brick-work.  Around  the  building,  between 
the  lower  and  upper  stories,  runs  a  moulded  belt» 
which  relieves  any  appearance  of  bareness  which 
the  plain  clapboarding  might  convey.  The  frieze  is 
divided  off  into  short  panels  of  diagonally-laid  nar- 
row sheathing.  The  roof,  which  is  shingled,  is  capped 
with  an  ornamental  cresting,  and  with  its  valleys  and 
hips  presents  a  picturesque  appearance.  The  clock- 
tower  is  finished  in  keeping  with  the  rest  of  the  build- 
ing, and  is  provided  with  a  circular  window  on  each 
of  its  four  sides,  which  will  give  place  to  the  dials 
whenever  a  clock  may  be  put  in.  Glass  slats  are  sub- 
stituted for  wood  or  iron  in  order  that  the  inside  may 
be  well  lighted.  The  tower  is  surmounted  by  an 
octagonal  dome  of  galvanized  iron,  and  this  in  turn 
by  a  gilded  metallic  weather-vane.  The  front  eleva- 
tion facing  on  the  common,  and  the  north  side  facing 
on  West  Street,  are  of  course  the  most  highly  orna- 
mented. Over  the  front  platform  is  a  fine  portico, 
supported  by  moulded  columns,  from  which  an  ellip- 
tic arch  is  sprung.  On  each  front  corner  over  the 
arch  is  the  raised  letter  "M,"  inclosed  in  carved 
wreaths,  while  on  either  end,  in  raised  figures,  is  the 
date  of  building,  "  1882."  The  portico  is  shingled 
to  conform  to  the  general  appearance.  There  are  no 
windows  on  the  lower  story  fronts  but  in  their  place, 
one  on  either  side  of  the  portico,  are  wide  tablets  or 
panels  finished  with  ornamental  architraves  and  pedi- 
ment caps.  These  tablets,  which  are  now  left  blank, 
are  to  be  inscribed  at  some  future  day.  ^he  main 
roof  is  relieved  by  a  large  pediment  or  gable  with  or- 
namental verge-boards,  which  was  designed  to  make 
room  for  a  stained-glass  window  which  lights  the 
gallery.  The  groundwork  for  the  face  of  this  gable 
is  of  rough-cast  stones  and  cement,  and  being  painted 
in  old  gold,  presents  a  pleasing  appearance.  The 
same  efiect  is  produced  on  the  gables  of  the  north  and 
south  sides,  in  the  centre  of  which  a  large  panel  bears 
the  words  in  large  raised  letters,  ''Mansfield  Town 
Hall."  A  striking  feature  on  the  sides  are  the  cluster 
of  windows  in  the  lower  story  of  the  transept  They 
are  what  are  called  **  triplets,"  and  are  crowned  with 
a  handsome  elliptic  arch,  filled  in  with  a  large  num- 
ber of  small  square  lights.  In  the  second  story  the 
triplets  are  finished  with  square  heads,  over  which 
are  stained-glass  windows.  The  painting  was  awarded 
to  Mr.  M.  H.  Robinson,  of  Boston,  and  under  the 
superintendence  of  the  foreman,  Mr.  Charles  Travene, 
it  has  been  most  tastefully  executed.  The  outside 
colors  are  four, — the  groundwork  or  body  is  Venetian 
red,  the  main  trimmings  are  a  bronze  green,  the 
panels  on  the  frieze  and  upper  part  of  the  building, 
together  with  the  concrete-work  before  alluded  to,  are 
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in  old  gold,  and  the  roof  is  painted  a  burnt  sienna  color 
with  bronxo  fi^een  trimmings.  Iji  addition  to  these 
colors  the  rosettes,  wreaths,  letters,  figures,  and  other 
ornaments  are  gilded. 

Without  spending  more  time  on  the  outside  let  us 
enter,  for  after  all  the  inside  is  the  essential  part. 
Beginning  at  the  cellar,  we  find  this  department  well 
lighted  and  roomy,  with  a  height  of  eight  feet  Three 
Gbilson  furnaces  here  give  heat  to  the  building; 
ample  coal-bins  are  provided ;  the  gas-machine  and 
gasoline  will  be  located  here.  Numerous  brick  piers 
give  evidence  that  the  superstructure  is  well  sup- 
ported. Cells  or  **  lock-ups"  are  here  noticeable  for 
their  absence,  and  may  it  be  a  long  time  before  they 
Are  needed.  Stairways  lead  to  the  floor  above  at  both 
front  and  rear.  Ascending  the  front  one  we  find  our- 
selves in  the  main  vestibule.  Entrance  is  made  to 
this  from  the  portico  through  double  doors  which 
swing  out,  seven  feet  wide  and  seven  and  one-half 
high,  with  stained-glass  border  lights  on  each  side 
And  on  top.  This  story  measures  eleven  feet  high  in 
the  clear.  The  floors  throughout  the  building  are  of 
liard  pine,  well  laid,  and  the  wood  finish  is  white- 
wood,  except  the  front  stairways,  which  are  of  ash, 
and  the  rear  one,  which  is  of  hard  pine  with  ash 
trimmings.  As  we  come  into  the  vestibule,  the  first 
objects  of  attraction  are  the  fine  ash  stairways  on 
either  side,  which  lead  to  the  floor  above.  These  are 
without  exception  the  finest  work  in  the  building, 
with  their  scroll-work  and  hand-worked  newel-posts. 
From  the  vestibule  a  wide  entry-way  leads  to  the  dif- 
ferent rooms.  Conspicuous  on  the  right  hand  wall 
at  the  entrance  is  a  large  marble  tablet,  finished  about 
with  fluted  columns,  with  capitals  and  a  handsomely- 
canred  cap  and  base.  Chiseled  into  the  stone  is  the 
following  inscription,  which  is  gilded : 

MA»tniLD  Town  Hall, 
Xractod  1882. 


A.  0.  Habdom, 
K.  M.  Rbrd, 
A.  v.  RoaiciisoN, 
BalldfnK  Oommlttoe. 


8.  M.  A  n.  A.  OnittLBT, 
Bnlldan. 


JoRM  Ltmaii  Faxom, 
Architm^ 

Immediately  opposite  is  a  small  room,  provided 
with  desk,  etc.,  and  a  window  for  taking  or  selling 
tickets.  Beyond  this  is  the  school  committee's  room, 
and  next  a  reception-room  opening  into  the  High 
School  room.  Opposite  these  rooms  is  the  selectmen's 
room,  with  two  ante-rooms,  one  of  which  is  for  a 
dressing-room,  and  the  other  one  is  designed  for  the 
fire-proof  safe.  At  the  end  of  the  entry  is  the  large 
High  School  room,  which  measures  thirty-five  feet 
six  inches  by  forty-nine  feet,  occupying  the  full  width 
of  the  building.  Leading  out  of  the  school-room  to- 
wards the  rear  are  wardrobes  on  either  side,  while  a 


door  in  the  middle  opens  into  the  back  entry.  This 
back  entrance  will  be  used  by  the  scholars  from  day 
to  day,  and  will  be  the  common  entrance,  thus  saving 
the  main  front  entrance.  The  school-room  is  sheathed 
to  the  height  of  three  feet,  has  a  base,  and  the  sheath- 
ing is  capped  with  a  hollow  moulding  to  hold  chalk, 
as  a  continuous  line  of  blackboard  runs  around  the 
room,  which  is  well  lighted.  A  small  platform  has 
been  provided  for  the  teacher,  and  "  Paragon"  desks, 
said  to  be  the  best  in  use,  will  be  put  in  for  the  use  of 
the  scholars.  Ascending  the  front  stairs,  a  fine  lobby 
is  reached,  from  which  on  either  side  a  flight  of  stairs 
leads  to  the  gallery.  At  the  back  of  this  gallery  is 
the  stained-glass  window  already  mentioned.  The 
floor  rises  in  steps  from  front  to  rear,  that  all  may 
have  an  equally  good  chance  to  view  the  stage.  From 
the  lobby  a  double  set  of  doors,  swinging  both  ways, 
open  into  the  large  hall,  which,  with  the  gallery,  has 
a  seating  capacity  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty.  The 
height  of  this  hall  is  twenty-one  feet  six  inches.  The 
size  of  the  hall  is  sixty-three  feet  four  inches  in  depth, 
and  fifty  feet  in  width,  while  at  the  transept  it  is  sixty 
feet  wide.  The  gallery  is  twenty-one  by  fifty  feet,  and 
the  stage  is  eighteen  by  twenty-four  feet  On  either 
side  of  the  stage  is  a  dressing-room,  each  of  which 
opens  into  the  stage,  into  the  hall,  and  into  the  rear 
entry,  from  which  descends  a  flightof  stairs  to  the  lower 
rear  entry.  In  one  of  these  rooms  a  place  is  provided 
for  turning  on  and  turning  off  the  gas,  while  a  small 
sliding  panel  in  the  wall  enables  the  janitor  to  see  at 
once  the  effect  of  his  efforts  in  this  direction.  The 
stage  descends  from  rear  to  front,  and  a  narrow  sunken 
channel  at  the  front  edge  affords  opportunity  for  foot- 
lights. The  front  is  circular,  and  is  handsomely  pan- 
eled and  moulded.  The  two  large  centre  panels  can 
be  pulled  out,  afibrding  opportunity  to  store  away  a 
large  amount  of  scenery,  etc.,  under  the  stage.  The 
stage  is  framed  with  an  elaborately  ornate  elliptical 
proscenium  arch  and  supporting  columns,  the  key- 
stone of  which  is  a  female  head,  representing  "The 
Fair  Maid  of  Mansfield."  This  is  set  off  by  branches 
of  oak,  the  whole  forming  a  novel  and  pleasing  de- 
sign. The  front  of  the  gallery  is  sheathed  diagonally, 
and  the  whole  hall  sheathed  vertically  to  the  height 
of  three  feet,  with  a  moulded  base  besides.  The  win- 
dows are  of  plate-glass,  and  are  "  twin  windows,"  ex- 
cept in  each  end  of  the  transept,  in  which  are  the 
"  triplets,"  over  which  are  the  stained-glass  windows. 
Over  each  window  is  a  small  sliding  ventilator,  which 
is  easily  opened  or  shut,  afibrding  at  any  time  a  cur- 
rent of  pure  air  without  opening  the  windows,  while 
the  impure  air  is  carried  ofi*  through  four  large  circu- 
lar ventilators  in  the  ceiling  of  the  hall.  The  large 
hard-pine  trusses  are  left  exposed  and  given  two  coats 
of  oil,  which  shows  the  fine  natural  grain  to  advantage, 
and  the  iron-work  is  painted  red.  These  trusses  are 
supported  at  each  end  by  a  heavy  hard-pine  bracket, 
on  each  side  of  which  is  a  conventional  sunflower. 
The  windows  and  doors  are  finished  throughout  with 
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moulded  architrayes,  and  the  doors,  which  are  of  white- 
wood,  are  supplied  with  bronze  trimmings.  Through- 
out the  inside  of  the  building  the  painters  haye  g^yen 
the  wood-work  a  **  dead"  or  "  wax"  finish  of  three 
coats,  which  is  afterwards  rubbed  with  pumice-stone 
and  oil,  making  it  yery  smooth.  The  building  is 
piped  for  gas  throughout,  and  is  warmed  with  furnace 
heat.  The  plaster  is  skimmed  throughout,  except  in 
the  hall,  where  it  is  prepared  rough  for  frescoing. 
Oyer  the  stage  is  an  aperture,  through  which  by  means 
of  a  ladder  admission  is  had  to  the  garret,  where  can 
be  seen  the  thorough  manner  in  which  the  roof  is 
built  and  coyered  with  matched  boards.  Much  credit 
is  due  Mr.  James  B.  Henry,  the  foreman  on  the  job, 
for  the  thoroughness  and  skill  displayed  in  the  prose- 
cution of  the  work.  A  fine  clock,  which  will  soon  be 
put  into  the  tower,  is  the  gift  of  Thomas  H.  Wood, 
Esq.,  of  New  York,  whose  wife  is  a  native  of  this 
town.  As  there  is  at  present  no  town  clock  in  our 
yillage,  this  gift  will  be  highly  appreciated  by  our 
citizens.  A  five-hundred-pound  bell  has  been  pur- 
chased to  ring  out  the  hours.  The  contract  to  furnish 
the  gas- fixtures  has  been  awarded  to  the  firm  of  Shreve, 
Crump  Sl  Lowe,  of  Boston.  The  school  furniture  and 
the  settees  for  the  large  hall  have  been  purchased, 
and  work  will  soon  begin  upon  the  frescoing.  Last, 
but  not  least,  we  feel  safe  in  saying  that  the  generosity 
of  W.  O.  Grover,  Esq.,  will  not  soon  be  forgotten, 
for  his  munificent  gift  set  the  ball  of  improvement  to 
rolling. 

The  first  moneyed  institution  in  Mansfield  was  or- 
ganized the  present  year  (1888),  under  the  name  of 
the  Mansfield  Co-operatiye  Saving  Fund  and  Loan 
Association,  the  officers  of  which  are  as  follows: 
President,  Charles  A.  McAlpine;  Vice-President, 
David  E.  Harding ;  Secretary,  Alfred  B.  Day ;  Treas- 
urer, James  E.  White ;  Directors,  D.  S.  Spaulding, 
John  Birkenhead,  A.  W.  Cobb,  Howard  Perkins,  F. 
W.  Shepard,  L.  R.  King,  W.  B.  Rogerson,  John 
Somers,  S.  C.  Lovell,  George  L.  Foster,  S.  A.  Green, 
William  C.  Winter,  F.  L.  Cady,  William  White; 
Auditors,  A.  V.  Rogerson,  F.  W.  Spaulding,  C.  T. 
Borden. 

Iron  and  CoaL — In  the  early  history  of  the  town 
iron  ore  was  dug  in  considerable  amounts  from  cer- 
tain localities  in  East  Mansfield,  and  the  excavations 
are  now  to  be  seen.  That  there  is  a  large  amount  of 
ore  in  the  soil  of  the  town  there  is  no  doubt,  but  it 
probably  cannot  for  years,  if  ever,  be  profitably  taken 
therefrom.  Much  has  been  done  in  the  coal  business. 
Several  corporations  have  been  formed  for  the  pur- 
pose of  seeking  for  coal  in  this  town,  and  atone  time, 
about  thirty  years  ago,  under  the  superintendence  of 
B.  F.  Sawyer,  Esq.,  who  is  now  a  lawyer  in  New 
York,  and  was  lately  mayor  of  Jersey  City,  N.  J.,  a 
large  sum  of  money  was  expended  in  sinking  a  shaft 
at  West  Mansfield.  Coal  was  found,  but  not  in  suffi- 
cient quantities  and  of  good  quality  enough  to  en- 
courage the  stockholders,  and  the  money  being  ex- 


hausted, operations  ceased,  though  it  was  the  opinion 
of  eminent  geologists  that  had  the  shaft  been  sunk 
deeper  (as  it  was  only  sunk  about  sixty  feet)  coal  in 
paying  quantities  and  of  good  quality  would  be  foand. 
A  shaft  was  also  sunk  to  the  depth  of  about  forty  feet 
in  the  rear  of  Mr.  E.  B.  Goodwin's  present  residence, 
but  with  the  same  result  Several  years  ago  the  land- 
owners in  theCopeland  and  Fisher  neighborhood  held 
several  meetings  in  school-house  of  District  No.  S,  to 
discuss  the  feasibility  of  drilling  for  coal,  but  the  pro- 
ject was  abandoned  as  likely  to  prove  expensive  and 
profitless. 

Tasker  Bryant,  Esq.,  was  a  leading  mover  in  the 
coal  business  at  the  start.  He  took  up  his  residence 
here,  and  was  well  acquainted  with  mining  operations 
in  Pennsylvania.  He  is  still  alive,  and  has  never 
abandoned  the  hope  and  belief  that  at  some  time  coal 
would  be  mined  here  in  large  quantities,  with  profit 
to  the  operators.  Mr.  Bryant  has  been  one  of  the 
most  active  of  citizens  in  all  town  afiairs,  and  orig- 
inated the  "  free  school"  movement  of  twenty  years 
ago.  The  agitation  of  coal-mining  here  has  again 
commenced,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  following  article 
taken  from  the  Bosloti  Journal  of  Feb.  23, 1883,  and  it 
is  hoped  for  the  benefit  of  all  that  the  efforts  of  the 
new  projectors  may  be  successful : 

Tu£  Man8FI£LD  Coal-Minbs. — ^The  excitement 
over  the  reported  discovery  of  coal  in  Mansfield  has 
increased,  and  steps  are  being  taken  to  have  the  dis- 
trict thoroughly  prospected.  Professor  Shaler,  of 
Harvard  College,  is  one  of  tlie  most  prominent  men 
connected  with  the  enterprise.  One  thousand  acres 
of  land  owned  by  Messrs.  Edmund  Briggs,  John 
Bailey,  George  E.  Bailey,  Hugh  Smith,  George  C. 
Sherman  and  others  have  been  leased  on  these  condi- 
tions :  They  shall  have  the  right  to  prospect  for  three 
years,  paying  twenty-five  cents  per  acre  for  acreage; 
at  the  end  of  that  time  if  coal  is  found  in  sufficient 
quantities  to  work,  the  company  shall  pay  fifty  cents 
per  acre,  and  shall  pay  ten  cents  per  ton  for  all  coal 
mined.    The  lease  runs  for  ninety-nine  years. 

Mining  experts  from  England  have  examined  the 
land  and  say  that  there  is  a  rich  deposit  of  coal.  Three 
times  within  the  last  half-century  attempts  have  been 
made  to  mine  the  coal,  but  each  one  has  failed.  The 
coal  near  the  surface  contains  so  much  slate  that  it  is 
not  worth  mining.  After  reaching  this  stratum  the 
claim  was  abandoned.  The  projectors  of  the  present 
movement  propose  to  go  below  this  layer,  and  expect 
to  reach  a  large  vein  of  good  coal.  It  is  claimed  that 
this  is  a  continuation  of  the  vein  which  is  now  being 
profitably  worked  in  Rhode  Island.  Geologists  have 
for  years  known  that  coul  could  be  found  in  this 
vicinity.  In  the  geological  survey  of  Massachusetts, 
made  by  Dr.  Hitchcock,  of  Amherst  College,  about 
forty  years  ago,  he  stated  that  coal  measures  existed 
in  Mansfield,  and  predicted  that  in  the  near  future, 
when  other  fuel  would  command  high  prices,  this 
coal  would  be  used.     Its  quality  is  not  thought  to  be 
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of  the  fineflt,  but  it  is  believed  that  the  mine  can  be 
worked  to  advantage.  Boring  will  at  once  be  begun, 
and  the  actual  value  of  the  coal  will  soon  be  learned. 
Cattle  Marks. — To  distinguish  one  man's  sheep 
and  cattle  from  another's,  each  owner  adopted  some 
peculiar  mark,  a  description  of  which  was  recorded  by 
the  town  clerk  upon  the  town  books. 

**Tk6  mark  of  Mr.  JmmM  Gilbert*!  erentarM  If  a  aqnar*  crop  off  the 
•ml  or  Oi*  right  car.  Baeordad  Maj  18, 1779,  bj  Bet^amln  Batea,  town 
lark.- 

**  The  mark  of  Jame  Hodgea*  creataret  Is  a  crop  off  the  left.  ear.  Be- 
eorded  Jona  6, 1789,  by  Benjamin  Bates,  town  clerk.** 

*■  The  mark  of  Kllas  Wblte*fe  sheep  b  a  aqaare  piece  cat  out  of  the 
VDdar  side  of  the  left  ear.  Entered  Jaly  17,  1790.  Benjamin  Batea, 
Clark.- 

*■  The  mark  of  Mr.  Klkanah  Batea*  creatures  Is  a  crop  off  the  left  ear 
and  a  slit  in  the  same. 

*■  BeooHed  June  the  let,  18M,  bj  Isaac  Skinner,  town  clerk.** 

**  The  Bev.  Boland  Oreen*s  mark  for  all  his  creatures  one  half^nny 
cat  oot  of  the  npper  and  noder  side  of  the  Bite  Bar,  and  a  crop  off  from 
the  end  of  the  rame  ear,  and  a  slit  In  tlie  end  of  the  left  ear. 

"  Beeorded  April  the  8th,  1771,  by  me,  Isaac  Dean,  district  clerk.** 

**  WoUey  8onllard*e  mark  for  his  creatures  Is  the  top  cut  off  the  left 
ear,  and  two  acllls  In  the  top  of  the  came  ear. 

•■  Beoorded  8d  Febraary,  1778.** 

"The  nark  for  Dr.  Daniel  Parker's  creatures  Is  a  square  crop  off  of 
the  left  ear,  aad  a  scllt  In  the  ends  of  both  ears. 

-  Bstered  Ang.  10. 1778.** 

■*  The  nsark  for  MIoah  Allen's  creatures  is  the  end  of  each  ear  In  the 
fbm  of  the  letter  W. 

•*  Entered  December  y«  23d,  1778.'* 

■■The  marka  for  Thomas  OroTer's  crmtnros  Is  a  Slanting  crop  off  of 
the  upper  side  of  the  left  ear,  and  a  scllt  In  the  end  of  the  same. 

•*  Enlnrod  27th  April,  1778.** 

■■The  artlAcbU  mark  for  OalTin  Wheaton*s  creatures  Is  a  slanting 
■clit  la  the  ander  side  of  the  right  ear,  upwards. 

■*  Entered  this  first  day  April,  a.d.  1794.    Isaac  Dean,  town  clerk.** 

"The  mark  fbr  Isaae  Steam**  creatures  Is  a  crop  off  of  the  top  of  the 
left  ear,  and  a  half^any  oat  of  tlie  upper  side  of  the  same. 

■*  Beeofded  the  4th  day  of  December,  1800,  by  ma,  laaao  Dean,  town 

clerk." 

"  The  artlScial  mark  for  Apollas  Francee*  creatarts  is  a  half  crop  off 
the  ander  tide  of  the  right  ear,  and  a  hole  through  the  left  ear. 

"  Beoorded  the  8lh  day  of  Anguat,  a.d^  1801,  by  ma,  laaao  Dean,  town 

dark.** 

**  Sarah  WellBMD*i  artificial  mark  for  her  creatures  Is  a  crop  off  of 
the  left  ear  and  a  alit  In  the  same,  and  a  hole  through  the  right  ear. 

■•  Becorded  Sept  21, 1802,  by  me^  Isaac  Dean,  town  clerk.** 

Lawyers.— Ephraim  Leonard,  Esq.,  Dr.  (George 
Wheaton,  Isaac  Dean  (the  old  town  clerk),  Benjamin 
White  (the  selectman),  were  all  men  of  learning  and 
sound  judgment,  and  what  legal  business  our  fathers 
wanted  doubtless  was  by  these  gentlemen  performed 
acceptably  by  them  for  years,  and  the  first  lawyer 
who  settled  here  was  David  Gilbert,  Esq.,  who  lived 
in  the  house  on  South  Main  Street  next  south  of 
James  L.  Hodges'  residence,  was  town  clerk,  and  had 
at  one  time  a  large  practice,  and  I  am  told  by  the 
Hon.  John  Daggett,  of  Attleborough,  who  knew  him, 
that  he  was  a  clear-headed  and  safe  lawyer.  His  con- 
yersational  powers  were  good,  and  no  doubt  he  took 
well  his  part  in  the  pure  wit  and  satire  of  the  law* 
jeiB  of  other  days  as  they  gathered  around  the  fire- 
place in  the  old  Cohannet  tavern  at  Taunton  during 
the  evenings  of  the  court  days.  Mr.  Gilbert  married, 
Feb.  17,  1800,  Deborah,  daughter  of  Rev.  Boland 
Green,  and  tliey  had  seven  children, — Henry  Hamil- 
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ton,  Gustavus,  Hannah  Grovdr,  David  Humphrey, 
William  Augustus,  Deborah  Mariah,  and  Sophia 
Maria.  The  last  child  was  born  July  30, 1812,  and 
lived  in  this  town  up  to  her  death,  which  occurred  a 
short  time  since. 

Mr.  Gilbert  was  town  treasurer  many  years,  and 
held  many  offices  of  trust  and  importance  in  town 
and  parish  affairs.    He  died  suddenly  in  1842. 

Hon.  Horatio  Pratt  commenced  practice  in  this 
town  about  1830.  His  office  was  near  where  Bessom's 
store  now  stands,  but  soon  removed  to  Taunton, 
where  for  many  years  he  had  a  large  and  lucrative 
practice.  He  retired  from  practice  in  1855,  which  he 
told  the  writer  of  this  was  the  greatest  mistake  of  his 
life.  He  was  exceedingly  frail  in  appearance, and  his 
health  was  always  very  poor,  but  he  had  a  clear 
mind,  and  was  called  one  of  the  sharpest  of  lawyers^ 
He  was  collector  of  the  port  of  Dighton  under  Gen. 
Jackson,  which  office  he  resigned,  as  it  was  required 
of  him  to  move  to  Fall  River;  was  at  one  time  dis- 
trict attorney,  a  master  in  chancery,  and  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Massachusetts  Senate  three  yean.  He  was 
the  son  of  Solomon,  the  prominent  manufacturer, 
and  he  died  at  Taunton  in  1872,  leaving  a  widow  and 
several  children. 

An  old  gentleman  from  Maine  named  Warren,  and 
a  descendant  of  Gen.  Warren,  alternated  between 
here  and  Foxborough  for  a  short  time  previous  to 
1855.  He  was  an  old-fashioned,  courtly  gentleman, 
and  a  well-read  lawyer,  and  in  the  olden  time  a 
prominent  school-master.  During  the  rebellion  he 
went  South  and  resided  with  a  son,  afl^r  which  he 
returned,  and  a  short  time  since  died  in  Wrentham. 

Erastus  M.  Reed,  born  July  28, 1882,  at  Taunton, 
studied  law  in  the  office  of  Bassett  A,  Reed  in  that 
town  (now  city),  was  admitted  to  practice  at  the  April 
term  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  1856,  commenced 
practice  in  Mansfield  May  18,  1856,  was  appointed 
trial  justice  1858,  and  held  the  appointment  until 
1878,  when  the  First  District  Court  of  Bristol  County 
was  erected,  and  he  was  appointed  special  justice  of 
said  court,  and  holds  daily  at  Attleborough  a  session 
of  said  court ;  was  a  member  of  the  Legislature  in 
1866-67.  He  has  served  many  years  as  town  clerk, 
and  as  one  of  the  school  committee.  He  married 
Aug.  21,  1857,  Sarah  J.  Crockette,  of  Middletown, 
Conn.,  had  one  child,  Bertha, H.,  born  March  10, 
1867. 

William  A.  Copeland,  Esq.,  son  of  Almond  and 
Elizabeth,  born  1855;  graduated  at  Amherst,  1877; 
was  admitted  to  practice  in  1880 ;  opened  an  office 
here  and  also  in  Boston  at  about  the  same  time ;  is 
now  a  member  of  the  Legislature  (1883)  and  also  of 
the  school  committee;  is  grandson  of  Elijah  Cope- 
land,  Sr.,  who  was  a  laige  farmer  and  owned  and 
worked  a  large  farm  in  the  southerly  part  of  the 
town ;  upon  mother's  side  his  grandfather  was  Dea- 
con Otis  Allen. 

Thomas  E.  Grover,  Esq.,  a  son  of  Thomas  the 
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Friend,  was  here  during  1866  or  1867 ;  then  remoyed 
to  Canton,  where  he  now  residee ;  has  been  trial  jus- 
tice and  notary  public  for  many  years. 

Dr.  Samuel  Caswell,  a  '*  Practitioner  of  Physick," 
was  born  Oct.  6,  1696,  settled  within  the  present 
limits  of  Mansfield,  near  Benjamin  £.  Sweet's  present 
residence ;  died  about  the  year  1747. 

Dr.  Nicholas  White  was  born  1705 ;  alternated  be- 
tween the  north  precinct  (Mansfield)  and  south  pre- 
cinct (Norton) ;  died  in  the  north  precinct  June  21, 
1751. 

Dr.  Lewis  Sweeting  migrated  between  Mansfield 
and  Norton ;  was  one  the  committee  of  correspondence 
and  safety  in  Mansfield  in  1776.  He  married  Abiah 
Cobb,  by  whom  he  had  ten  children,  and  he  must  have 
had  a  large  practice  to  have  kept  his  own  family  well. 

Dr.  George  Wheaton  was  born  Aug.  18, 1728;  he 
bought  the  place  previously  owned  by  Dr.  Caswell. 
After  the  incorporation  of  Mansfield  he  removed  to 
Norton ;  he  was  prominent  in  town  affairB  while  he 
resided  here. 

Dr.  Jonathan  Pratt  was  born  Oct.  17,  1729 ;  he 
lived  southeast  from  the  centre;  died  Oct.  18, 1771. 

Dr.  Daniel  Parker  was  here  in  1777 ;  his  name  is 
found  in  the  parish  records. 

Dr.  Hezekiah  Skinner  owned  and  lived  for  many 
years  in  the  dwelling-house  at  West  Mansfield  in 
which  Mr.  Brayton  Sherman  now  lives.  He  had  a 
large  practice,  and  had  the  reputation  of  being  skill- 
fUl  in  his  profession.    He  died  Aug.  24, 1848. 

Dr.  Roland  Green,  son  of  the  second  minuter,  in 
early  life  settled  here,  built  and  lived  in  the  house 
now  occupied  by  Dr.  Carpenter  in  West  Street.  He 
had  a  laige  practice  at  one  time.  Dr.  Charles  Talbot, 
afterwards  the  well-known  Dighton  physician,  lived 
and  studied  with  Dr.  Green.  Dr.  Green  married 
Hannah  Talbot.  They  had  no  children.  He  died 
Oct.  1, 1841,  aged  seventy-five  years. 

Dr.  Benjamin  Billings  built  and  lived  in  the  house 
now  occupied  by  S.  C.  Lovell.  He  married,  Dec.  7, 
7, 1780,  Sibell  Dean.  They  had  children  as  follows : 
Fanny  D.,  Ferdinand,  Benjamin,  and  Sibel  E.  He 
had  a  large  practice  and  much  influence  in  town  and 
parish.  His  eldest  daughter  married  Rev.  Mr.  Briggs. 
He  had  a  jovial,  kindly  disposition,  and  fought  dis- 
ease cheerfully  and  hopefully  and  successfully.  He 
died  Oct.  9, 1842,  aged  eighty-two  years. 

Dr.  William  G.  Allen,  born  in  Rehoboth  Dec.  16, 
1838,  married  Martha  M.  Matherson,  of  Pawtucket. 
He  graduated  at  the  Albany  Medical  School,  studied 
in  the  office  of  Dr.  Miller,  of  Providence,  settled  here 
in  1857,  and  has  continued  here  ever  since.  Have 
had  one  child,  William  Howard,  born  in  February, 

1868. 

Dr.  Frederick  L.  Perry,  son  of  Dr.  William  F. 
Perry,  at  his  father's  decease  took  his  practice,  and 
lives  in  house  upon  south  side  of  West  Street,  near 
his  late  father's  residence. 

Dr.  John  B.  Wilson,  born  in  Easton  Oct  19, 1837, 


married  Susan,  daughter  of  Jephtha  Buck,  of  Easton ; 
commenced  practice  there  in  1857,  removed  to  this 
place  in  1870,  and  has  ever  since  resided  here;  and 
children  have  been  bom  to  them  as  follows :  Brad- 
ford W.,born  February,  1860 ;  Eugene,  born  in  1866; 
Ida,  born  in  1869;  Willimena,  born  in  1874;  Effle  J., 
born  in  1881. 

Dr.  Charles  Young  was  here  during  the  years  1875 
and  1876.  He  removed  to  Stoughton,  where  he  now 
is. 

Dr.  -= —  Sanford  was  here  a  short  time  about  1880. 

Masons. — Saint  James'  Lodge  of  Masons  was  char- 
tered March  9,  a.d.  1865.  The  charter  members  were 
William  G.  Allen,  William  B.Bates,  William  Qraves, 
Daniel  W.  Stevens,  R  M.  Reed,  Ellis  Fairbanks, 
Charlen  M.  Dean,  William  N.  Humblet,  Simeon  J. 
Clark.  Charles  Hellitt.  John  Rogers,  Zacheun  Pletclu-r. 

Biographical  Sketches.— Deacon  Otis  Allen,  for 
many  yeairs  <ine  of  the  deacons  of  the  Orthodox  Con- 
gregatioiial  Society,  clerk  in  the  cotton  mills,  a  man 
much  given  to  the  preservation  of  the  deeds  of  mar- 
riages, births,  and  deaths,  a  God-fearing,  holy  man, 
lived  for  many  years  in  the  house  now  occupied  by 
his  son,  Lloyd  A.  Allen.  He  lived  a  peaceful,  natural 
life,  and  died  regretted  and  mourned  by  all  who 
knew  him,  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety  yean  and 
five  months,  Aug.  80,  1874.  He  was  a  constant  at- 
tendant at  church,  and  a  great  help  and  support  to 
his  pastors,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Blake  and  Rev.  Mr.  Ide. 

Charles  Day,  for  many  years  deputy  sheriff,  col- 
lector of  taxes,  constable,  etc.,  was  at  one  time  in 
business  at  Ekist  Mansfield.  During  the  **  abolition" 
period  he  was  one  of  the  first  to  announce  his  oppo- 
sstion  to  slavery,  and  his  house  was  a  sort  of  a  station 
of  the  "  Underground  Railroad,"  where  fugitives 
could  find  a  warm  friend  and  a  hospitable  roof.  At  one 
time  Frederick  Douglass  rested  at  his  house.  Capt 
Day  was  a  conscientious  member  of  the  Orthodox 
Congregational  Society.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he 
lived  in  a  house  erected  by  his  children  on  the  south 
side  of  Park  Street.  During  the  Garfield  and  Arthur 
campaign,  Capt.  Day  appeared  in  the  uniform  of  the 
Garfield  Club  of  this  town,  and  marched  with  it 
whenever  it  paraded.  A  photograph  of  him  in  his 
uniform  was  sent  to  President  Chirfield,  which  the 
President  acknowledged,  and  sent  to  Mr.  Day  a 
photograph  of  himself.  Mr.  Day  died  Nov.  19, 1881, 
aged  eighty-five  years. 

Edward  Kingman,  Esq.,  at  one  time  a  prominent 
citizen,  was  representative  to  General  Court  and  se- 
lectman, justice  of  the  peace,  etc.  Formerly  kept  the 
"  Old  Lamb  Tavern"  in  Boston,  a  most  noted  hotel. 
Afterwards  kept  hotel  in  Baltimore;  was  a  member  of 
the  Columbia  Lodge  of  Masons  of  Boston,  was  in  the 
grocery  business  here,  and  died  April  9,  1871.  He 
had  a  kind,  generous  disposition,  was  very  emphatic 
at  times  in  expression  of  opinions.  At  one  time  a 
rum  case  was  being  tried  before  him,  and  the  counsel 
for  the  prisoner  was  pleading  for  mild  treatment,  upon 
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the  aasarance  that  the  prisoner  would  quit  the  busi- 
ness. The  squire  turned  to  him  and  said  that  he 
would  let  him  off  easy  this  time,  but  he  must  quit  rum- 
selling  d — d  quick. 

Elijah  Hodges,  Eeq,,  a  prominent  politician,  early 
espousing  the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party,  and 
clinging  to  them  with  great  tenacity  to  the  time  of  hi? 
death.  He  was  a  man  of  good  judgment,  a  most  fluent 
conversationalist,  and  his  wife  told  the  writer  that  her 
husband  never  would  go  to  a  "sewing  circle,"  because 
the  women  wanted  to  do  all  the  talking.  He  was 
justice  of  the  peace  many  years,  at  one  time  clerk  in 
Pratt's  store,  did  something  in  straw  business,  held 
many  public  offices,  was  a  prominent  and  active  mem- 
ber of  the  Unitarian  Society,  a  pleasant  and  accom- 
modating neighbor,  was  for  many  years  unable  to  do 
any  business  by  reason  of  ill  health,  built  and  lived 
for  many  years  in  the  house  on  the  east  side  of  South 
Main  Street,  now  occupied  by  Alfred  Grover.  He 
died  Dec.  16, 1871,  aged  eighty-two  years. 

Jacob  Dean  lived  in  the  house  north  of  Lloyd  A. 
Allen's  house,  now  owned  by  Mr.  Chase.  He  was  a 
fiumer  and  owned  a  large  tract  of  land.  He  early 
gave  attention  to  cultivation  of  apples,  of  which  he 
raised  a  lai^ge  variety,  sending  some  years  to  the 
annual  cattle  show  at  Taunton,  in  which  he  took  a 
deep  interest,  one  hundred  and  sixteen  varieties.  He 
was  a  quiet,  modest  man,  a  good  citizen,  a  man  of 
more  than  ordinary  intelligence.  He  died  July  16, 
1871,  aged  ninety  years  and  seven  months. 

William  Reed  Dean,  son  of  Jacob,  a  distinguished 
antiquarian,  published  several  genealogical  works. 
Died  at  his  fiither's  house,  June  16,  1871,  aged  sixty- 
one  yean  and  ten  months. 

Darwin  Dean,  Esq.,  for  many  years  justice  of  the 
peace,  settled  a  large  number  of  estates,  was  select- 
man, member  of  the  "Old  Society,"  a  farmer,  and 
lived  near  Jacob  Dean.  Was  a  man  often  consulted 
by  the  townspeople,  of  good  judgment,  died  Nov.  8, 
1882,  aged  seventy-seven  years,  leaving  a  daughter, 
who  married  Walter  L.  White.  They  live  upon  the 
old  place.  In  ancient  deeds  the  street  running  by 
his  late  residence  is  called  "the  road  leading  from 
Taunton  to  Mansfield." 

Ebenezer  Williams,  a  large  land-owner,  prominent 
in  town  and  parish  matters,  a  conscientious,  upright 
man,  lived  in  the  house  on  the  west  side  of  North 
Main  Street,  now  owned  by  his  son,  Oharles  P.  Wil- 
liams. He  died  Nov.  7, 1851,  aged  seventy-five  years 
and  nine  months. 

Hon.  John  Rogers,  in  early  life,  started  in  a  small 
way  the  collection  of  straw  braid  from  the  women  of  this 
and  the  surrounding  towns;  afterwards  commenced 
the  manufacture  of  straw  goods,  in  which  he  was  very 
successful,  the  business  rapidly  increasing  until  it 
gave  employment  to  a  large  number,  both  male  and 
female.  He  built  the  shop  upon  the  south  side  of 
Park  Street,  and  the  house  upon  the  east  side  South 
Main  Street,  both  of  which  are  now  occupied  by  his 


son.  He  was  much  interested  in  politics,  formerly  « 
Democrat,  afterwards  a  prominent  member  of  the 
"Know-Nothing"  or  American  movement,  then  join- 
ing the  Republican  party,  of  which  he  was  an  active 
member  to  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Constitutional  State  Convention,  represented 
this  town  in  the  Legislature,  and  this  senatorial  dis- 
trict in  the  Massachusetts  Senate.  He  was  a  leader 
in  politics,  much  interested  in  all  political  conven- 
tions ;  a  successful  business  man,  one  who  gave  lib- 
erally to  all  worthy  objects;  a  prominent  member  of 
the  orthodox  Congregational  Society,  and  presented 
that  society  with  the  organ  now  in  their  church,  as 
well  as  the  bell  now  in  the  tower  of  the  same  church. 
He  was  a  kind  and  pleasant  neighbor,  a  good  citizen, 
and  an  honest  and  upright  man.  He  died  March  81, 
1873,  aged  sixty-six  years  and  four  months,  leaving 
three  children, — Ellen  M.,  wife  of  Rev.  Jacob  Ide; 
Frances  £.,  wife  of  Daniel  E.  Harding;  and  John  W., 
who  is  now,  with  a  partner,  engaged  in  the  straw 
business  in  the  shop  his  father  built. 

William  B.  Bates,  £^.,  son  of  the  prominent  man- 
ufacturer, Maj.  Elkanah  Bates,  held  the  offices  of 
town  clerk,  selectman,  representative  to  the  Legisla- 
ture, trial  justice,  justice  of  the  peace,  postmaster, 
etc.  No  man  ever  lived  in  Mansfield  in  whom  more 
people  had  confidence  than  in  Mr.  Bates.  He  was 
administrator,  executor,  referee,  guardian,  and  trustee 
in  very  many  estates,  managed  his  own  business  well, 
and  managed  other  people's  affairs  just  as  well ;  was 
the  "  right-hand  man"  of  his  pastors.  Rev.  Mr.  Blake 
and  Rev.  Mr.  Ide ;  contributed  largely  in  behalf  of 
every  worthy  object ;  was  a  charter  member  of  St. 
James  Lodge  of  Masons,  and  an  officer  of  it  for  many 
years ;  was  a  kind,  sociable,  pleasant,  and  accommo- 
dating neighbor,  prominent  in  the  temperance  move- 
ment, a  member  of  the  Republican  party  from  its 
birth ;  erected  and  lived  in  the  house  now  occupied 
by  his  son-in-law,  (George  H.  Hallett,  on  the  east  side 
North  Main  Street.  Died  June  10, 1880,  aged  sixty- 
nine  years  and  eleven  months,  leaving  two  children, 
— Alfred  W.,  in  business  in  New  York,  and  Marrigen 
H.,  who  married  Mr.  Hallett 

Benjamin  Bates,  formerly  a  well-known  Boston 
banker,  and  founder  of  Bates'  College,  of  Maine, 
brother  of  William  B.,  died  a  short  time  previous  to 
the  death  of  William  B. 

Elkanah  Bates,  another  brother,  was  at  one  time  in 
business  in  Boston,  from  which  he  withdrew  many 
years  before  his  death,  and  spent  the  winters  in  BoatoUi 
but  a  portion  of  every  summer  he  spent  here  with  his 
brother.  He  died  a  short  time  after  his  brother,  Wil- 
liam B.,  in  Boston.  The  three  brothers  all  died  sud- 
denly of  heart-disease. 

James  Green  was  one  of  the  most  active  and  influ- 
ential members  of  the  "old  society."  For  many 
years,  up  to  his  deaths  was  station  agent  in  the  em- 
ploy of  the  Boston  and  Providence  and  Taunton 
Branch  Railroads.    He  was  the  son  of  Simeon  Qreen 
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and  grandson  of  Roland  Green,  the  second  settled 
minister  of  the  town.  He  was  a  lai^e  land-owner. 
His  funeral  sermon,  which  was  published,  was 
preached  by  his  pastor,  Rey.  Daniel  W.  Stevens. 
He  died  Oct  6, 1869;  his  age  was  fiily-two  years  and 
eleven  months. 

Capt  Ellis  Fairbanks,  at  one  time  captain  of  a 
military  company,  a  charter  member  of  St  James 
Lodge  of  Masons,  for  many  years  secretary  of  the 
lodge,  prominent  member  of  the  "  old  society,"  died 
Oct.  27, 1871,  aged  seventy-one  years. 

Elijah  Copeland,  one  of  the  largest  farmers,  owning 
many  acres  in  the  south  part  of  the  town.  His  old 
house  stood  on  the  present  site  of  the  residence  of  his 
sons.  He  subsequently  built  the  Copeland  House,  a 
little  south  of  the  old  house.  He  was  very  successful 
in  his  business.  A  quiet,  modest  man,  never  took  an 
active  part  in  any  public  meetings ;  a  constant  at- 
tendant upon  divine  worship,  was  reckoned  as  the 
"  salt  of  the  earth"  by  his  pastors,  Rev.  Mr.  Blake 
and  Rev.  Mr.  Ide.  He  died  Aug.  8, 1872,  sged  eighty- 
seven  years  and  four  months,  leaving  two  sons,  Elijah, 
who  now  works  a  portion  of  the  old  farm,  and  Al- 
mond, who  has  died 'since  his  father  did,  and  several 
daughters. 

Elbridge  Sweet  lived  at  West  Mansfield,  was  a 
farmer  and  mill-owner,  doing  a  large  business  in  his 
grist-  and  saw-mill.  He  was  many  years  one  of  the 
selectmen  of  the  town,  a  man  of  good  judgment, 
honorable  in  his  dealings,  a  deacon  in  the  Christian 
Baptist  Society;  died  Feb.  2,  1876,  aged  sixty-four 
years,  five  months. 

Isaac  Skinner,  a  man  with  a  great  fund  of  histori- 
cal matter  and  deeds  relating  to  the  early  history  of 
the  town  and  to  the  individuals  who  up  to  his  death 
had  lived  here,  a  prominent  and  active  member  of  the 
Orthodox  Congregational  Society,  very  modest  and 
retiring;  of  far  more  than  ordinary  intelligence; 
great  student  of  the  Bible,  which  he,  though  never 
having  more  than  ordinary  school  advantages,  was 
able  to  read  in  its  original  language;  upright  and 
honorable  in  all  business  transactions.  He  died 
April  19, 1878,  aged  seventy-nine  years,  six  months. 

Gardner  Chillson  started  a  furnace  here  in  1852  for 
the  manufacture  of  his  own  furnaces,  stoves,  and 
ranges,  with  salesroom  in  Boston.  He  was  an  active 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  was  previous  to  his 
removing  here  a  representative  to  the  General  Court 
from  Boston,  was  a  liberal  contributor  to  religious 
charities,  and  left  the  bulk  of  his  large  estate  to  the 
several  Baptist  missionary  organizations.  He  died 
Nov.  21, 1877. 

Rev.  John  Blain,  a  Baptist  clergyman,  and  once 
settled  over  the  Baptist  society,  afterwards  gave  his 
time  to  the  work  of  an  evangelist,  in  which  he  was 
very  successful.  He  was  for  many  years  without  a 
setUement;  built  the  house  now  owned  by  8.  W. 
Cord;  died  here  Dec.  26,  1879,  aged  eighty-four 
years  and  ten  months.    He  was  **  tall  of  stature,"  of 


robust  health,  and  never  took  a  vacation  during  his 
life.  He  made  large  donations  for  missionary  pur- 
poses, and  left  the  greater  part  of  his  property  at  his 
death  to  such  uses. 

Business.— For  a  town  so  well  located,  with  its 
railroad  facilities  and  its  proximity  to  the  trade  cen- 
tres, Mansfield  has  not  had  its  just  share  of  mercan- 
tile interests.  This  may  be  attributable  to  several 
causes,  the  principal  of  which  is  perhaps  the  value 
set  upon  valuable  land  by  its  owners.  Thirty-five 
years  ago  a  scheme  was  devised  to  sell  nearly  all  the 
lands  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  depot  at  a 
large  price.  The  whole  area  was  laid  out  (upon 
paper)  into  house-lots,  streets,  and  parks,  and  ficti- 
tious and  exorbitant  prices  set  upon  the  lota.  The 
scheme  failed  for  the  want  of  purchasers,  but  the 
prices  then  asked  clung  to  the  laud  like  an  incum- 
brance, and  have  proved  something  more  than  a 
"  shadow,"  but  owners  of  land  are  now  oflfering  it  in 
favorable  localities  at  reasonable  prices. 

Very  prominent  among  the  business  men  of  the 
town  stands  the  name  of  Solomon  Pratt,  who  com. 
menced  business  in  the  early  part  of  the  present 
century,  at  the  age  of  twenty  years.  He  was  a  man 
of  very  large  business  capacity,  owned  largely  of  real 
estate,  and  was  in  his  day  the  most  active  and  indus- 
trious man  in  the  town.  He  opened  a  general  store 
in  a  building  which  stood  where  Borden's  drug-store 
now  stands,  which  was  afterwards  moved  to  Sodem, 
and  now  stands  near  Mr.  Cabot's  factory  and  is  a 
part  of  his  estate.  He  built  the  building  for  a  store 
after  the  removal  of  the  old  one,  which  now  is  owned 
by  William  C.  Bessom,  and  stands  at  the  corner  of 
South  Main  Street  and  Webb  Place.  Mr.  PraU 
opened  the  first  store  in  the  Centre  village,  and  it 
was  the  favorite  resort  for  all  the  local  politicians 
and  theologians.  The  hall  overhead,  on  the  after- 
noon of  the  election,  was  resorted  to  by  the  voters, 
who  were  treated  by  the  successful  candidate. 

Mr.  Pratt  was  engaged  in  the  iron  business, — tliatis, 
he  delivered  the  iron  to  different  persons  who  took  it 
home  and  worked  it  by  hand  into  nails,  and  returned 
the  nails  to  him ;  in  the  straw  business,  buying  straw 
braid  from  all  the  women  within  thirty  milea,  which 
he  had  sewed  into  bonnets.  At  one  time  braid  ac- 
cumulated to  such  an  amount  that  he  manufiu;- 
tured  fifteen  thousand  bonnets  from  the  amount  on 
hand,  and  it  was  said  by  his  clerk,  Elijah  Hodges, 
that  there  was  a  profit  of  two  dollars  on  each  bonnet 

In  1811  was  built  the  Middle  Factory,  by  a  corpo- 
ration of  which  Mr.  Pratt  was  an  active  member,  for 
the  manufacture  of  woolen  goods,  which  was  success- 
fully operated  until  by  some  mismanagement  on  the 
part  of  the  agent,  and  the  corporation  was  sold  to 
Mr.  Pratt,  who  assumed  the  entire  business,  assisted 
by  his  sons  Charles  and  Harrison.  In  1830  the  mill 
was  burned,  with  six  thousand  dollars'  worth  of 
stock  therein.  Upon  neither  stock  nor  mill  was  there 
any  insurance.    This  financial  loss  would  have  dis- 
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couraged  many  men,  but  Mr.  Pratt,  full  of  resolu- 
tion and  pluck,  rebuilt  at  once  the  mill,  filled  it  with 
machinery  from  Oracken  &  Richmonds,  of  Taunton, 
and  the  year  the  factory  was  completed  it  made 
money  enough  for  its  owner  to  pay  the  cost  of  both 
factory  and  machinery. 

He  was  also  a  partner  of  Elkanah  Bates,  another 
of  Mansfield's  eminent  men,  and  together  they  op- 
erated the  factory  known  as  the  "  Knife  Shop."  After 
the  death  of  Mr.  Bates,  Mr.  Pratt  bought  his  interest 
and  ran  the  mill  alone.  He  was  also  owner  in  the 
mill  at  East  Mansfield  owned  by  a  manufacturing 
corporation  composed  mostly  of  Boston  parties;  had 
a  large  farm  which  he  supervised.  In  person  he  was 
tall  and  commanding;  in  conversation  dictatorial; 
held  many  oflices  in  town,  and  represented  the  town 
in  the  Legislature.  He  died  in  April,  1848,  aged 
seventy  years. 

About  the  year  1857  the  matter  of  building  a  fac- 
tory, to  be  used  for  the  manufacture  of  jewelry,  was 
discussed  among  the  citizens,  and  there  was  formed 
an  association,  and  the  jewelry -shop,  corner  of  North 
Main  and  Pratt  Streets,  was  built  by  this  association, 
and  soon  after  its  completion  it  was  let  to  the  Sturdy 
Brothers,  of  Attleborough,  who  came  here  and  com- 
menced operations,  and  did  a  large  and  profitable 
business  for  several  years.  The  investment  in  the 
building  did  not  prove  a  success  to  the  stockholders, 
and  they  were  anxious  to  dispose  of  the  property,  and 
it  was  sold  to  Merritt  &  Draper,  who  were  manufac- 
turing in  Attleborough,  but  came  here  and  commenced 
the  making  of  shell  jewelry  (made  from  tortoise  shell), 
and  manufactured  it  in  large  quantities,  and  were 
very  successful.  Subsequently  Mr.  Merritt  with- 
drew and  formed  a  partnership  with  John  Shepard- 
son,  and  they,  in  tlie  upper  part  of  the  shop,  began 
making  a  general  line  of  goods,  plated  and  solid, 
silver  and  gold.  They  continued  in  the  business 
several  years,  when  they,  much  to  the  regret  of  the 
citizens,  moved  their  business  to  Attleborough.  Mr. 
Draper  took  in  as  partner  D.  S.  Spaulding,  and  they 
continued  the  shell  business  for  a  number  of  years, 
when  Mr.  Draper  withdrew  and  left  the  whole  busi- 
ness to  Mr.  Spaulding,  who  has  continued  it  ever 
since.  The  business  has  all  the  time  been  steadily 
increasing.  Mr.  Spaulding  united  the  making  of 
chain  and  other  jewelry  from  gold  plate  and  coin  to 
liis  shell  business,  and  it  now  requires  the  whole  shop 
with  a  large  addition,  which  has  the  present  year 
been  built,  to  do  the  business  in  giving  employment 
to  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  hands.  Mr.  Spauld- 
ing has  an  agency  in  New  York  city,  and  runs  an 
extensive  jewelry  store  in  the  City  of  Mexico.  He  is 
a  live  business  man,  and  we  feel  certain  that  as  long 
as  any  jewelry  business  is  done  anywhere,  and  Mr. 
Spaulding  live8,'it  will  be  done  in  Mansfield.  Mr. 
Spaulding  has  associated  with  him  as  special  part- 
ner Mr.  Charles  P.  Williams,  an  old  citizen  of  th0 
place. 


In  1868,  Francis  G.  Hodges,  of  Attleborough,  com- 
menced the  making  of  bracelets  in  a  comer  of  Henry 
W.  Ray  man's  bam,  located  in  the  rear  of  his  dwell- 
ing-house upon  North  Main  Street.  His  beginnings 
were  very  small,  and  the  power  he  used  was  literally 
Aorae-power.  He  made  haste  slowly  for  a  year  or 
two.  In  the  mean  time  had  seen  some  specimens  of 
horn  jewelry,  and  went  to  work  getting  out  samples 
made  from  cattle  horn,  and  after  completion  started 
for  the  New  York  market  with  his  little  sample  case 
containing  them,  and  was  the  first  man  who  ever  ex- 
hibited samples  of  horn  jewelry.  Ife  subsequently 
formed  a  partnership  with  Mr.  Benjamin  Frank 
Shaw,  who  was  then  in  New  Jersey,  and  two  other 
gentlemen,  and  commenced  the  horn  business  here, 
and  the  firm  manufactured  largely  and  sold  the 
goods  readily,  Mr.  Shaw  doing  the  selling,  and  King- 
man &  Hodges  the  manufacturing.  This  firm  lasted 
but  a  short  time,  Kingman  &  Hodges  assuming  the 
business,  which  rapidly  grew  beyond  the  capacity 
of  the  barn,  and  they  bought  of  the  eatate  of  Charles 
Morse  the  "  Middle  Factory,"  so  called,  upon  Bum- 
ford  River,  and  there  for  years  continued  the  busi- 
ness successfully  up  to  about  1876,  when  the  demand 
for  this  style  of  jewelry  ceased. 

Mr.  Shaw,  after  withdrawing  from  the  firm  hereto- 
fore mentioned,  formed  a  copartnership  with  Willard 
O.  Coferem  and  Harrison  A.  Williams,  and  this  firm 
commenced  making  fine  jewelry  at  Mr.  Cabot's 
factory  in  Sodem,  being  what  was  formerly  known 
as  the  lower  factory.  Early  in  the  present  century 
Mr.  Simeon  White  commenced  the  manufacture  of 
shoe-nails  and  tacks  in  that  part  of  Mansfield  now 
called  Whiteville.  It  was  a  very  small  trade  at  the 
beginning,  but  during  his  life  it  was  greatly  en- 
larged. At  his  death  Mr.  F.  A.  White,  a  son,  con- 
tinued the  business,  which  then  gave  work  to  a  large 
number  of  hands.  Mr.  F.  A.  White  and  his  brothers, 
Charles  P.,  Hiram,  Adoniram  J.,  and  Henry,  were 
engaged  in  the  business,  which  had  become  large  and 
lucrative,  and  continued  to  improve  up  to  the  time 
of  the  formation  of  a  combination  a  few  years  since, 
and  Mr.  White  was  shut  out,  and  being  unable  to 
obtain  stock,  was  obliged  to  stop  the  manufacturing. 
So  what  was  twenty  years  ago  the  most  prosperous 
village  in  Mansfield  is  now  without  business.  Mr. 
Charles  P.  White  represented  the  town  once  in  the 
Legislature.    Simoon,  the  father,  died  July,  1846. 

In  1842,  Robert  McMoran  and  Robert  Fulton  com- 
menced the  manufacture  of  shoe-knives  and  awls  in 
the  factory  on  the  west  side  of  Water  Street  They 
made  good  articles  and  soon  built  up  a  large  business. 
The  firm  was  dissolved  in  1862.  Mr.  Fulton  con- 
tinued the  business  at  the  old  place.  Mr.  McMoran 
formed  a  copartnership  with  his  son-in-law,  George 
A.  Robinson,  and  his  grandson,  William  N.  McMoran, 
and  commenced  the  same  business  at  the  old  Wil- 
liams privilege  at  West  Mansfield.  Mr.  McMoran 
soon  after  died,  and  the  grandson  withdrew  from  the 
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firm,  and  the  business  has  since  been  conducted  under 
the  name  of  George  A.  Robinson  A  Co. 

Mr.  Fulton  died  March  8,  1865,  and  his  business 
was  continued  for  three  years  by  his  executor,  at 
which  time  Mr.  Matthew  George,  who  married  Mrs. 
Fulton,  succeeded  to  the  business,  and  has  continued 
it  ever  since. 

The  basket  business  has  always  been  a  leading  in- 
dustry in  town,  and  it  now  gives  employment  to  nearly 
one  hundred  persons.  As  long  as  the  oldest  inhabi- 
tants can  remember,  thb  branch  of  business  has  been 
followed.  Mr.  James  L.  Hodges  is  probably  the 
largest  manufacturer  in  town ;  his  shop  is  near  the 
Ferryman  &  Hodges  claim,  though  he  gives  employ- 
ment to  many  outside  of  his  shop.  His  baskets  are 
all  sold  in  the  New  York  market. 

Mr.  Henry  Shepard  is  a  large  dealer  in  baskets; 
he  buys  of  the  small  manufacturers  and  supplies  the 
Boston  market.  Mr.  Isaac  G.  Hodges  manufactures 
in  his  shop  west  from  Main  Street.  Mr.  James  E. 
Paine  does  a  large  business  at  his  shop  on  West 
Street.  Mr.  Y.  B.  Hodges  manufactures  in  the  shop 
west  of  Card  Sl  Co.'s  machine-shop,  and  there  are  a 
number  of  others  in  town  who  devote  a  part  of  their 
houses  or  bams  or  sheds  to  the  making  of  baskets. 

Fifty  years  ago  Capt.  Schuyler  Shepard,  a  man  of 
influence  in  town  affairs,  began  the  manufacture  of 
soap,  and  his  son  Albert  S.  has  continued  the  business. 
Mr.  James  W.  Cobb  commenced  the  making  of  soap 
at  his  residence  some  years  ago.  Its  virtues  are  said 
to  be  manifold ;  certain  it  is  that  he  sells  it  in  very 
large  quantities,  and  carries  it  with  his  teams  great 
distances.  In  the  summer  of  1882  he  canvassed  suc- 
cessfully the  Canadas.  Mr.  R.  H.  Belcher  and  Mr. 
Rufus  Paine  are  also  severally  engaged  largely  in  the 
manufacture  of  this  valuable  household  article. 

A  corporation  formed  under  the  laws  of  Rhode  Is- 
land called  the  "  Manton  Steam  Windlass  Company," 
signified  their  willingness  to  settle  in  this  town  if  the 
citizens  would  furnish  them  with  a  building.  Mr.  S. 
A.  Green,  a  son  of  the  late  James  Green,  offered  the 
land  to  put  a  suitable  building  on.  His  offer  was  ac- 
cepted, and  a  sufficient  amount  was  raised  from  indi- 
viduals to  erect  the  building.  It  is  located  near  the 
foundry  building  of  the  Ryder  Brothers,  and  the  new 
company  commenced  business  in  it  April  1, 1888. 

Mr.  S.  W.  Card  commenced  some  ten  years  ago  in 
the  basement  of  the  Murphy  shop  in  the  making  of 
taps  and  dies.  The  reputation  of  his  goods  became  so 
good  he  was  obliged  to  increase  his  facilities,  and 
hired  additional  room  in  the  same  building,  where  he 
continued  until  three  years  ago,  when  the  shop 
burned.  A  new  shop  was  built,  and  Mr.  Card  asso- 
ciated with  him  Mr.  David  E.  Harding,  and  the  firm 
purchased  the  building  and  the  water  privilege,  and 
they  are  now  doing  a  very  large  and  prosperous  busi- 
ness. 

Near  where  the  depot  now  stands  there  stood  in 
very  early  times  an  old  saw-mill,  owned  by  Williams, 


and  what  is  now  the  road  on  the  south  side  of  the 
depot  was  used  as  the  saw-mill  yard. 

Mr.  John  Birkenhead  ten  years  ago  removed  from 
Canton  to  this  place,  and  began  the  making  of  spin- 
dles. He  is  very  ingenious,  and  conceived  of  several 
improvements  which  he  got  patented,  and  which  very 
much  aided  him  in  the  sale  of  his  goods.  His  busi- 
ness rapidly  increased,  and  he  gave  employment  to  a 
large  number.  He  went  to  Europe  and  disposed  of 
his  patents  in  several  foreign  countries.  He  has  now 
united  lathe-making  with  his  other  business.  His 
shop  is  in  the  rear  of  the  Chilson's  Furnaces.  He 
built  and  now  lives  in  a  house  on  the  north  side  of 
Pratt  Street,  near  Spaulding's  jewelry-shop.  * 

Mr.  F.  M.  Cabot  some  ten  years  ago  purchased 
the  Lower  Factory  on  Rumford  River,  and  removed 
here  from  Attleborough,  and  brought  witli  him  his 
business  of  coffin  trimmings,  which  has  ever  since 
been  continued  by  him.  Thirty-five  years  ago  Mr. 
George  E.  Bay  ley  commenced  in  a  small  way  Uie 
baking  buniness  at  his  father's  residence,  about  one 
mile  west  from  the  centre.  He  had  the  usual  ups  and 
downs  which  attend  a  new  enterprise,  but  finally 
became  firmly  established,  and  the  business  assumed 
great  proportions;  now  he  gives  employment  to  a 
large  number  of  hands,  has  salesmen  in  New  York 
City,  Boston,  Newport,  Fall  River,  and  Taunton,  and 
with  him  are  now  associated  his  two  sons. 

Several  years  ago  Mr.  William  Bird  built  a  foundry 
building  on  the  west  side  of  the  Boston  and  Provi- 
dence Railroad,  and  during  his  life  the  business  in- 
creased, and  at  his  death,  which  occurred  soon  afler 
the  building  was  completed,  his  widow  and  grand- 
children (Ryders)  have  continued  the  business  with 
very  fair  returns. 

Mr. Wilbur,  from  Foxborough,  has  just  pur- 
chased what  was  formerly  a  repair-shop  on  the  east 
side  of  the  Boston  and  Providence  Ruilroad,  which  he 
is  fixing  up  as  a  furnace. 

Mansfield  is  watered  by  three  rivers.  Canoe  River, 
which  rises  in  Sharon,  flows  through  the  easterly 
part  of  Mansfield  and  empties  into  Winneconnet 
Pond  in  Norton.  Upon  this  stream  are  located  the 
north  factory,  formerly  a  woolen-mill,  then  a  shoddy- 
mill,  now  used  to  manufacture  saleratiis  in. 

The  American  Awl  Blade  Company,  manufac- 
turing taps  and  dies,  awls,  and  other  small  tools. 

Flint's  saw-mill,  where  formerly  stood  HartwelFs 
thread- factory,  in  which  a  large  and  successful  busi- 
ness was  carried  on  up  to  the  death  of  Mr.  Hartwell, 
nearly  twenty-five  years  ago.  This  factory  was 
burned. 

There  is  a  small  stream  in  the  northeasterly  part  of 
the  town,  which  supplies  the  power  used  by  the  tack- 
shop  in  Whiteville,  then  fiows  into  Canoe  River. 

Rumford  River,  sometimes  called  Ten-Mile  River, 
rises  in  Sharon,  flows  through  the  centre  of  Mansfield 
and  Norton,  uniting  with  Wading  River.  Upon  this 
river  are  located  S.  W.  Card  <&  Co.'s  tap  and  die 
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manufactory,  formerly  a  woolen-mill,  which  was 
bnmed ;  then  Schenk's  shop  for  making  planes,  also 
burned;  then  a  jewelry-  and  machine-shop,  also 
burned. 

George's  knife-  and  awl-shop,  formerly  a  woolen- 
mill,  which  was  burned. 

Kingman  &  Hodge's  jewelry-shop,  formerly  by  a 
woolen-mill,  which  was  burned;  then  a  mill  used  as 
a  woolen-mill  at  one  time,  afterwards  as  shoddy-mill ; 
then  a  jewelry-shop,  also  burned. 

Cahot's  coffin-trimming  shop,  which  was  formerly 
occupied  as  woolen-mill,  then  a  tack-shop. 

Fisher's  grist-miil,  which  for  generations  has  been 
owned  by  the  same  family. 

Lower  down  upon  the  stream  can  now  be  seen  the 
remnants  of  an  old  dam,  and  it  was  the  site  of  a  miil 
which  was  burned  some  thirty  years  ago. 

Wading  River  flows  through  the  westerly  part  of 
the  town.  It  rises  in  Shepard's  Pond,  near  Wren- 
tham.  Upon  this  stream  is  located  the  knife-works 
of  George  A.  Robinson  &  Co.,  and  a  leather-board 
manufactory,  a  grist-  and  saw-mill  of  the  Briggs 
Brothers.  Where  now  stands  the  Robinson  mill 
formerly  stood  the  woolen-mill  of  Friend  Marcus 
Williams,  a  prominent  man  in  business  and  town 
affairs,  a  large  land-owner,  who  died,  leaving  four 
children, — Richard,  who  was  a  physician  in  Maine, 
now  dead ;  Adeline,  who  is  practicing  medicine  in 
Worcester ;  Nancy,  who  is  practicing  the  same  pro- 
fession in  Augusta,  Me. ;  and  Marcey,  who  read  law 
with  the  Hon.  John  Daggett,  of  Attleborough,  but 
who  died  before  she  was  admitted  to  practice.  Mar- 
cus Williams  died  March  7, 1847.  Upon  this  stream 
formerly  stood  the  Sweet's  flour-  and  grain-mill, 
owned  and  run  by  Elbridge  Sweet.  Upon  his  de- 
cease parties  from  Attleborough  commenced  the 
manufacture  of  jewelry,  but  the  mill  burned  soon 
after,  and  it  has  not  been  rebuilt. 

Mansfield  is  located  in  the  north  part  of  Bristol 
County ;  its  north  line  is  the  northerly  line  of  the 
county.  It  is  bounded  north  by  Foxborough,  in  Nor- 
folk County,  east  by  Easton,  south  by  Norton,  and 
west  by  Attleborough.  It  is  the  junction  of  the  Bos- 
ton and  Providence  Railroad  and  the  Northern  Divi- 
sion of  the  Old  Colony  Railroad,  and  close  on  to  fifty 
trains  pass  through  daily.  It  has  the  following  vil- 
lages :  the  Centre,containingseven  stores,  five  churches, 
town  hall,  school-house,  barber-shop,  billiard-saloon, 
etc.,  and  is  by  far  the  largest  village ;  the  west  part 
contains  fifty  houses,  store,  three  churches,  post-office, 
and  the  coal-mines,  which,  if  operated  successfully, 
will  cause  a  speedy  growth  in  business  and  building 
there ;  the  east  part  contains  about  the  same  number 
of  houses  as  the  west  part,  and  here  is  located  the 
monumental  works  and  Flint's  saw-  and  grist-mill. 

Whiteville,  a  small  village  in  the  northeasterly 
part  of  the  town.  Much  business  was  formerly  done 
there  in  the  manufacture  of  tacks  and  shoe-nails,  but 
now  little  is  done  there. 


The  number  of  acres  in  Mansfield  is  twelve  thou- 
sand nine  hundred  and  thirteen,  from  which  al>out 
three  hundred  acres  may  be  deducted  for  roads  and 
ponds. 

Th«  popnlation  In  1800  wm. •«m.«  1010 
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The  number  of  polls  in  1880,  671,  and  the  valua- 
tion was  $1,187,168.  Mansfield  belongs  to  the  first 
Bristol  senatorial  and  representative  districts,  and  is 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  first  Bristol  District 
Court.  Its  present  board  of  officers  (1888)  is  Alfred 
V.  Rogerson,  town  clerk  and  treasurer ;  Howard  Per- 
kins, James  L.  Hodges,  William  B.  Rogerson,  select- 
men and  assessors  and  overseers  of  the  poor ;  William 
A.  Copeland,  Mr.  Lucas,  W.  L.  Robinson,  school 
committee;  Rufus  H.  Davis,  tax  collector;  Howard 
Perkins,  Qeorge  M.  Austin,  Alonzo  Reed,  highway 
surveyors ;  A.  W.  Cobb  is  deputy  sheriff;  Samuel  C. 
Lovell,  postmaster  at  Centre;  Albert  Perry,  post- 
master at  West  Mansfield ;  J.  A.  Blake,  A.  W.  Cobb, 
and  R.  Jinks  Paine,  auctioneers. 

Carpenters  and  Boilders.— L.  M.  and  H.  G. 
Hodges,  Wm.  H.  Angell. 

Business  Men. — Rogerson  Bros.,  general  store ;  S. 
C.  Lovell,  groceries,  boots,  shoes,  etc.;  W.  and  W.  L. 
Robinson,  dry-goods ;  Charles  T.  Borden,  drug-store ; 
J.  B.  Wilson,  M.D.,  drug-store;  T.  M.  George,  Jr., 
grocery ;  H.  B.  Lillebridge,  groceries;  C.  M.  Tibbitts, 
groceries;  Wm.  C.  Bessom,  market;  S.  H.  Sherman, 
market;  C.  H.  Pratt,  market;  F.  M.  Washburn, 
watches  and  jewelry ;  N.  and  N.  G.  Whittemore,  gun- 
makers  ;  Mrs.  Louisa  Hodges,  millinery;  Mrs.  Charles 
H.  Morey,  millinery;  Andrew  Wilson,  harnesses; 
Lewis  R.  Prentiss,  bootmaker ;  Harvey  Lincoln, 
bootmaker ;  Pratt  &  White,  printers  and  publishers. 
They  issue  the  Mansfield  News  and  three  other  papers 
from  their  steam-printing  office.  John  Fox,  tailor 
and  ready-made  clothing;  A.  C.  Harden,  bonnet 
block  manufacturer;  Frederick  P<iine,  station  agent; 
Edward  P.  Paine,  ticket  agent ;  William  H.  Skinner, 
restaurant ;  A.  D.  King,  co^l  dealer ;  Le  Roy  King, 
livery  and  sale  stable;  Elbridge  G.  Miller,  stone- 
mason and  contractor ;  Prince  A.  Drew,  stone-mason 
and  contractor ;  Mrs.  Wilson,  hotel-keeper  at  depot ; 
Mr.  Clapp,  hotel-keeper  at  Centre ;  S.  W.  Card  & 
Co.,  tap  and  die  manufacturers;  John  Moorhouse, 
tap  and  die  manufacturer;  M.  George,  knife  and 
awl  manufacturer;  George  A.  Robinson  &  Co.,  knife 
and  awl  manufacturers;  D.  S.  Spaulding,  jewelry 
manufacturer;  F.  W.  Barnard,  jewelry  manufac- 
turer ;  H.  A.  Williams  &  Co.,  jewelry  manufac- 
turers ;  J.  B.  Draper,  jewelry  manufacturer ;  Rogers 
Comey  &  Co.,  straw-goods  manufacturers;  F.  W. 
Cabbot,  coffin  trimmings  ;  Fisher  Brothers,  grist- 
mill; W.  W.  Taylor,  screw-drivers  and  small  tools; 
George  E.  Bailey  &  Sons,  bakers;  Charles  Wilbur, 
furnace;  J.  E.  Ryder  &  Brother,  furnace;  Manton 
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Steam  Windlaat  Oompany; 

John  Murphey,  small 

LaTl  Brown. 

Andrew  Dnka. 

tools ;  Q.F.&  0.  M.  Austin, 

poultry. 

Bam«y  M  cOort. 
John  Downing. 

Henry  &  Pratt 
Jaimid  Brannaa. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  Tolunteers  during  the 

Fraada  Drake. 

John  FUbavao. 

• 

Bebellionof  1861  upon  the  quota  of  Mansfield: 

Michael  Bgan. 

William  MooriHmsa. 

William  Gray. 

William  H.  HnnnawalL 

OhMlw  W.  B«lolMr. 

Joaopb  minam. 

Andrew  McOaa. 

FiankUa  B.  Paull. 

JuBM  BUneliard. 

William  MoOknaalaad. 

8.  B.Gammona. 

Frank  Bockkty. 

John  BlanchartU 

William  Hani7  FMtan. 

Bdward  Gallegan. 

John  Smith. 

WllUun  a  BtlelMr. 

Jamat  Prima. 

M.  A.  Hill. 

Charica  F.  Daley. 

.     W.T.Brittoo. 

H.  W.  Pnokard. 

George  0.  Hunt. 

Obaries  Brown. 

OaWln  Brifgi. 

J.  P.  Pnrkar. 

AWIn  W.  P.  Holmaa. 

Henry  Harray. 

Jamw  BlaUok. 

JamaaO.J.PhllUpt. 

Elkanah  lugalli. 

Jamas  U.  Pennary. 

OKiBftUj. 

M.  0.  Plaroa. 

George  H.  Ide. 

IsaaoBriggs. 

J.Ourtia. 

Maurloa  Pandaijiam. 

Bichaid  H.  King. 

F.  A.  Brown. 

M.Brawo., 

Banban  Pnrdaj. 

William  Kerr. 

William  H.  Baatley. 

AlwnW.Oobb. 

John  W.  Bogan. 

Charlai  W.  Knowlea. 

WlUlam  H.  Kanney. 

0«oii«8.0ook. 

Kron  H.  Boiinda. 

Hiram  L.Martin. 

L.  A.  Cbadwiek. 

WllU«n  A.  M.Oobb. 

Ohartoa  D.  BoMnaon. 

WlllUm  MarUo. 

Edwin  Hodgea. 

WUbam  8.  CUpp. 

Obarlat  A.  Boblnaon. 

Owen  0*Malley. 

Henry  Hodgea. 

Oharlw  K.  Oulj. 

Hiram  D.  Baad. 

StUlman  F.  Moiaa. 

Bobert  E.  Harris. 

J.  8.  Oollqr. 

WiUUm  W.  Boblnton. 

Jamei  8.  Palmer. 

Daniel  Whitmore. 

WllllMD  OolMBUI. 

Panlal  B.  Boyuoldt. 

Chandler  J.  Pike. 

Andrew  D.  King. 

John  8.  Oluidwiek. 

William  H.  Blchaidaon. 

FrandaBoae. 

H.W.Oammoiis. 

1.  B.  OlMulwIok. 

Nathan  M.  Shaw. 

Cliarlce  11.  Seagravea. 

Archibald  SiucUir. 

a  A.  ORTUr. 

Alonso  If .  8baw. 

George  U.  Shepard. 

Oliariea  Pnieer. 

B.8.O00IL 

0. 8.8taami. 

Adolphua  P.  Smith. 

John  0.  McCormlck. 

WUUaoi  &.  Ooopw. 

Jama  W.  Smith. 

Philip  Smith. 

Benlamln  Lofltta. 

D.  Otamptoa. 

H.  W.  Smith. 

Alexander  F.  Vallatt. 

Terrauce  Beana. 

KttiMi  K.  Oobt. 

I.  B.  Shapardaon. 

Frederick  Wink. 

David  Boaohe. 

Tbonuw  W.  D.  Dmb. 

Joaaph  Stapbanton. 

Frank  Wink. 

William  DanUla. 

■dmnnd  DatIi. 

H.  A.  Snow. 

John  F.  Morrleon. 

Jamas  How. 

8MBa«l  W.  Dajr. 

Gaoiga  B.  Snow. 

George  Albert  Brown. 

WUUAnDMint. 

B.  0.  Shapardaon. 

Samuel  Johnson. 

B.  J.  Kennedy. 

B.8.DMIIC. 

B.  B.  Sharmau. 

Patrick  MuKennes. 

William  B.  Bttckwood. 

JoMpliBitM. 

Georga  L.  Sweat. 

Balpli  GibU. 

Jacob  BUnk. 

D»Tid  FlahaTM. 

Timothy  Sbialda. 

George  B.  Keyes. 

John  Oollina. 

William  r.  Frmiar. 

Henry  W.  Steama. 

Thomas  Leonard. 

John  McGlvena. 

H«Bi7  H.  rklitMika. 

Albert  8.  Shepard. 

Paul  Waters. 

Obaries  Morgan. 

J.  W.  Vtobtr. 

Herbert  L.  Shepard. 

Henry  Downs. 

Byron  Bloa. 

John  Fox. 

Peter  Snider. 

George  K.  Thomaa. 

William  B.  Fottor. 

H.  B.  TAui. 

Bll  Merrill. 

Henry  M.  WhlU. 

K.  0.  fkirlDftoB. 

B.  n.  L.  Talcott. 

George  Fox. 

WilUid  L.  White. 

YMrnon  1.  GroT«r. 

J.  W.  TalootL 

George  Middleton. 

HertMrtA.Whlta. 

8ama«l  H.  Goocb. 

WlllUm  J.  Thompeon. 

WlllUm  A.  Cromwell. 

Saoford  A.  Motaa. 

Jolin  Oorman. 

John  8.  Treen. 

George  Fisher. 

George  B.  Brown. 

K.  A.  Goodwin. 

John  L.  Tobitt 

Charles  Demounde. 

Harrison  L.  Phllllpa. 

TbonuM  M.  Goorgo,  Jr. 

AlUrt  A.  Tllleou. 

LewU  Miller. 

BIU»h  W.  Stearns. 

Edward  Goorgt. 

John  D.  Tucker. 

James  DavU 

F.Oobb. 

H.  W.  Gorman. 

Bliaba  Tilliaon. 

Charies  M.  Packanl. 

Laban  P.  Smith. 

Joaoph  B.  GoflC 

William  B.  Thomaa. 

John  Smith. 

0.  E.  Saubom. 

1.  Lutbar  Gaj. 

Jamee  Thompeon. 

Charles  J.  dapp. 

Lyinan  C.  Smith. 

Thomas  Hifb. 

Archibald  Thompeon. 

Edward  8.  Champney. 

Charlea  M.  Hodges. 

T.  H.  HonnawaU. 

John  B.  Whltcomb. 

Bobert  H.  Belcher. 

B.  I.  Briggs. 

1.  r.  Hall. 

WUllam  F.  White. 

Obed  Oobbett 

E.  B.  FUher. 

Gaorga  D.  Uodfaa. 

Snmner  H.  Wetherall. 

Frank  W.  Kravitt. 

£.  Duubar. 

JamaaW.B.  Holland. 

Boland  Thomae  White. 

JosUh  A.  Whitman. 

Alfred  D.  White. 

William  H.  Holmaa. 

Albert  W.  Willlama. 

Harrison  Doty. 

H.  L.  Grorer. 

John  G.  Hall. 

Otia  Willama. 

Charles  K.  Miller. 

A.  B.  White. 

U.  W.  Hodfaa. 

N.  a  Wood. 

Buftts  P.  Hardon. 

Prmton  Holbrook. 

Bohtnd  White. 

William  U.  HarrlM. 

Benjamin  F.  Wood. 

The  following  persons  served  in  the  navy : 

Alanaon  0.  Kaanan. 

Bbeneier  WUIard. 

Frederick  D.  Walker.  Lloyd  E.  Blchaidaon,  George  A.  Flshar,  DaTld 

A.  8.  KIttrall. 

Jamee  F.  Wiggins. 

FUher,  Charles  W.  Pond,  John  G.  Smitli. 

Jamca  P.  Kltrall. 
Benjamin  Knight,  Jr. 

Henry  B.  Wright. 
0.  B.  Wood. 

The  time  allowed  me  for  the  preparation  of  this 

Horatio  M.  Lawton. 

Oliver  U.  White. 

article  was  very  scanty  and  a 

iltogether  too  short,  and 

8amuel  a  LoTell. 

William  W.  Wileon. 

of  its  manifold  imperfections 

I  am  fully  aware.    I  do 

Hanry  Lamb. 
Froat  Lord. 

Simeon  8.  Wood. 
William  H.  Smith. 

not  view  it  as  approaching  completion.    In  its  prepa- 

D. F.  Laonard. 

Joalah  Willlama. 

ration  I  have  been  greatly 

aided  by  Mr.  Emery's 

John  W.  UarUn. 

F.  M.  (kbot 

''Ministry  of  Taunton,"  and  Mr.  Clark's  ''History  of 

Oliarlaa  H.  Moraa. 

8.  B.  Auelln. 

Norton." » 

XdwanI  MoDonald. 

William  11.  Atwood. 
William  U.  Adania. 

Henry  D.  If elvUla. 

J.  H.  MoGaTatt. 

leaao  B.  Burchard. 

*  (In  consequence  of  an  unfortunaU  delay  in  tranamitting  proof  be* 

Jamat  W.  Morrlaon. 

John  Brigga. 

iweeu  author  and  publUbers,  corrections  will  be  found  in  tnraia, — EonoB.) 

n  Xy/i9-^^.^^ 
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BIOGRAPHICAL    SKETCHES. 


nON.  JOHN  ROGERS. 

Probably  no  one  better  deserves  a  permanent  place 
in  the  history  of  Mansfield  than  the  Hon.  John  Rogers. 
He  was  the  oldest  son  of  Benjamin  and  Mary  (Blan- 
chard)  Rogers,  a  descendant  of  John,  of  Scituate,  1644, 
and  was  born  in  Mansfield,  Nov.  2, 1806.  He  married, 
Oct  16, 1833,  Miss  Eliza  A.  Williams  (born  March 
21,  1810),  daughter  of  Joseph  0.  and  Bally  Williams, 
of  E^ton.  Their  children  were  Ellen  M.,  wife  of 
Rev.  Jacob  Ide,  present  pastor  of  the  orthodox 
church ;  Frances  E.,  wife  of  David  E.  Harding,  Esq. ; 
John  W.,  successor  in  his  father's  business;  and 
Charlotte  G.,  who  died  in  her  twenty-first  year. 
After  the  lamented  death  of  his  wife,  Sept.  16, 1866, 
Mr.  Rogers  married  Miss  Mary  E.  Gage,  daughter  of 
Joshua  and  Anstress  Gage,  of  Waterville,  Me.  His 
own  death  occurred  suddenly  March  81,  1873,  in  his 
sixty  seventh  year,  to  the  deep  sorrow  of  the  whole 
community,  as  attested  by  the  crowded  assembly  at 
his  funeral. 

In  his  youth  Mr.  Rogers  enjoyed  only  a  public 
school  education.  But  his  natural  quickness  of  per- 
ception, his  acute  observation,  and  retentive  memory 
compensated  his  lack  of  early  opportunities  by  giving 
him  a  large  practical  culture  in  all  things  necessary 
to  a  successful  life  and  a  wide  influence.  He  was  an 
extensive  reader,  especially  of  modern  histories,  and 
was  familiar  with  the  connection  of  events  in  Europe 
as  well  as  in  his  own  country.  His  acquaintance  with 
all  political  questions  was  thorough  and  intelligent. 
The  intervals  in  his  business  were  much  occupied  in 
familiarising  himself  with  public  topics.  When, 
therefore,  his  increasing  wealth  allowed  him  to  remit 
the  closeness  of  his  personal  application  and  surren- 
der the  details  of  his  large  affairs  to  others,  and  to 
give  himself  more  to  his  congenial  tastes,  his  general 
qualifications  and  his  genial  interest  had  already 
secured  the  confidence  of  the  community  in  his  sound 
judgment  and  integrity,  and  they  bestowed  upon  him 
the  highest  civic  honors  In  the  gift  of  the  town. 

Mr.  Rogers  was  a  member  of  the  Constitutional 
Convention  of  1858,  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  1855,  and  of  the  State  Senate  of  1856.  In  all  these 
positions  he  was  on  the  side  of  every  wise  and  valu- 
able reform,  and  was  emphatically  both  in  office  and 
in  private  a  strenuous  advocate  of  prohibition.  After 
his  refusal  of  further  public  service  the  public  had 
such  confidence  in  his  judgment  that  his  advice  was 
widely  sought  and  regarded,  and  his  aid  was  as  widely 
rendered  to  every  measure  he  believed  to  be  for  the 
public  good.  He  became  a  member  of  the  Sons  of 
Temperance,  a  vigilant  watchman  against  violations 
of  law,  and  a  generous  helper  to  lift  up  the  victims  of 
strong  drink.  His  influence  with  young  men  was 
decided  and  often  decisive  in  favor  of  their  total  ab- 
stinence.   His  contribution  could  always  be  counted 


upon  generously  to  every  good  word  and  work.  He 
was  also  one  of  the  first  members  of  the  Masonic 
lodge,  and  made  it  the  medium  of  many  an  untold 
gift  and  deed  of  helpfulness.  No  worthy  cause  ever 
went  away  begging  from  his  always  generous  hand. 

Mr.  Rogers  accumulated  his  abundant  wealth  en- 
tirely by  his  close  and  skillful  devotion  to  his  busi- 
ness at  a  time  when  honest  work  and  personal  integ- 
rity commanded  a  premium  in  the  market  He  was 
among  the  first  manufacturers  of  straw  goods  in  this 
region.  He  began  upon  a  small  and  safe  basis.  He 
secured  reliable  hand-sewers  in  families,  and  per- 
sonally collected  and  sold  his  bonnets  in  New  York, 
as  the  custom  then  was.  By  fair  dealing  in  honest 
articles  he  rapidly  enlarged  the  demand  for  his  man- 
ufactures, and  soon  secured  such  a  profitable  trade 
that  he  was  early  able  to  transfer  his  large  business 
to  his  son  and  son-in-law  and  retire  with  a  well- 
earned  income,  ample  for  his  simple  tastes  and  for 
the  deeds  of  benevolence  he  so  much  enjoyed. 
Though  not  uniting  with  the  church,  he  became  a 
member  of  the  orthodox  Congregational  Society 
soon  after  its  organization,  and  was  one  of  its  most 
liberal  subscribers  in  its  early  weakness,  when  help- 
ers were  few.  Being  an  ardent  lover  of  singing  and 
a  most  excellent  singer,  he  was  the  leader  of  its  choir, 
and  served  it  gratuitously  so  long  as  he  felt  able  to 
fulfill  its  duties.  He  gave  largely  to  the  first  organ 
in  the  church,  and  on  the  rebuilding  of  the  house  of 
worship,  of  which  he  bore  the  chief  expense,  he  re- 
placed the  old  organ  by  a  large  and  fine  instrument, 
superior  to  any  in  the  vicinity,  and  at  his  own  ex- 
pense. The  fine-toned  bell  of  the  church  was  also 
his  gifl.  As  was  truly  said  of  him  in  the  sermon  at 
his  funeral,  "  He  was  a  prompt  and  generous  helper 
in  every  movement  which  he  approved."  Families 
in  need,  sickness,  or  trouble  received  always  prompt 
aid  from  him,  of  which  the  public  never  knew,  until 
his  heart  and  hand  were  alike  stopped  by  his  sudden 
death. 

Mr.  Rogers,  like  all  men,  had  his  peculiarities  and 
his  imperfections,  which  as  a  public  man  were  per- 
haps sometimes  magnified  for  effect,  but  they  were 
balanced  by  some  decided  excellences  of  character. 
He  was  positive  in  his  convictions,  but  he  did  not 
offensively  push  them.  He  rather  withdrew  entirely 
his  co-operation  where  he  could  not  approve.  His 
resentments  against  whatever  he  thought  to  be  im- 
proper were  quick  and  strong,  but  he  indulged  them 
in  silence,  and  signified  them  by  his  absence.  He 
could  not  endure  or  palliate  any  ever  so  plausible 
meanness,  but  he  was  among  the  first  to  counteract 
its  results.  He  could  not  calmly  encounter  opposi- 
tion, but  he  did  not  drop  his  interest  in  measures 
which  he  could  not  carry.  He  showed  sometimes 
contrary  surface  currents,  but  the  under-tide  of  his 
feeling  and  labor  always  steadily  flowed  toward  his 
ideal  of  the  best  good  of  his  church  and  his  commu- 
nity.   As  was  truly  and  aptly  said  of  him  in  a  public 
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printed  notice  of  his  death,  "  He  was  a  good  man  for 
the  town,  so  anxious  to  advance  all  its  intereeto ;  a 
good  man  for  society,  so  frank  and  honest,  so  free 
from  hypocrisy  and  duplicity;  a  good  man  for  a 
neighbor,  so  Icind  and  obliging  and  sympathiseing; 
a  good  man  for  a  friend,  so  true  and  faithful  and 
willing.  His  place  cannot  be  filled.  He  is  missed 
by  everybody,  for  he  had  a  hearty  greeting,  a  kind 
word,  a  pleasant  smile  for  us  all." 


DR.  WILLIAM   F.  PERRT. 

The  Perry  family  were  of  English  origin,  and  re- 
lated to  the  ancestral  line  of  Commodore  Perry.  The 
great-great-grandfather,  Josiah  Perry',  was  bom  July 
18, 1712.  We  find  it  recorded  that  he  was  father  of 
Capt.  Nathaniel  Perry*,  of  whom  it  was  said  that 
he  received  a  captain's  commission,  signed  by  Gov- 
ernor Shirley,  June  6, 1754,  as  captain  of  Company 
10,  in  Col.  John  Winslbw's  regiment,  and  had  a  war- 
rant to  enlist  soldiers.  In  1754  raised  ninety  men ; 
served  in  Nova  Scotia ;  was  at  the  taking  of  Cumber- 
land; died  in  Nova  Scotia,  1756.  His  son,  James 
Perry*,  grandfather  of  William  F.  Perry,  was  born 
in  1745,  in  Easton,  Mass.  Was  a  man  of  wealth 
and  infiuence ;  owner  of  the  iron  foundry  in  Elaston, 
which  was  afterwards  owned  by  Qen.  Shepard  Leach. 
He  was  active  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  He  equipped 
a  company  of  men  at  his  own  expense,  and  volun- 
teered as  their  commander  in  the  emergency  at  Con- 
cord and  Lexington.  He  was  afterwards  made  cap- 
tain in  the  army  of  Washington ;  was  in  service  three 
years ;  was  in  the  battles  of  Princeton  and  Trenton ; 
but  as  the  army  was  in  want  of  ordnance,  it  was 
thought  he  could  serve  his  country  more  efficiently 
by  manufacturing  cannon  and  balls.  He  came  home 
to  E^ton  and  superintended  the  castings,  furnished 
the  needed  supplies,  and  was  paid  in  Continental 
money,  which  caused  his  failure.  One  of  his  work- 
men (Benjamin  Buck,  of  Easton)  said  he  saw  a  bushel- 
basket  full  at  one  time  in  Capt.  Perry's  possession  of 
Continental  money.  He  never  received  any  remu- 
neration for  his  loss  by  pension  or  otherwise.  He  was 
a  .Htalwart  man  of  commanding  appearance.  He  died 
suddenly  of  lockjaw  July  8,  1808,  aged  sixty-three. 
He  left  four  sons, — Abner,  Leonard,  Simeon,  and 
James  (afterwards  Dr.  James). 

The  fourth  son.  Dr.  James  Perry\  was  born  in 
1767 ;  was  five  feet  seven  inches  in  height,  black  hair 
and  eyes,  with  florid  complexion.  He  had  a  long 
head  for  its  width;  was  a  man  of  keen  intellect  and 
quick  perception.  His  wife  was  Adah  Sheperson,  of 
Mansfield.  The  children  of  this  marriage  were  three 
sons  and  three  daughters, — James  Leonard  Perry, 
D.D.S.,  Ada,  Harriet,  Eliza,  Jonathan  Pratt  Perry, 
and  William  F.  Perry. 

Dr.  James  ^  was  a  physician  of  some  note,  espe- 
cially in  typhus  fevers.  During  the  prevalence  of 
what  was  then  called  the  "  cold  plague,''  which  was 


fatal  to  the  miyority  of  its  victims,  his  services  were 
in  constant  requisition.  His  exposure  and  over- 
exertion and  loss  of  sleep  broke  down  his  constitu- 
tion so  that  he  was  an  invalid  the  remaining  part  of 
his  life.    He  died  May  2, 1825,  aged  fifty-eight  years. 

William  F.  was  then  in  his  sixteenth  year.  Soon 
after  his  father's  death  he  decided  to  study  medicine, 
bat  as  his  resources  were  limited  he  depended  mostly 
on  himself,  and  worked  on  the  farm  and  studied  alter- 
nately with  Dr.  Swan,  of  Easton. 

He  acquired  the  classical  education  requisite  to 
enter  college  at  Middleborough,  Mass.  In  the  spring 
of  1881  he  commenced  a  course  of  medical  lectures 
at  Bowdoin  College,  attended  one  course  at  Harvard 
Medical  School  in  the  fall  of  1882,  and  in  1838  another 
course  at  Bowdoin,  making  three  courses  in  all.  He 
graduated  and  took  his  diploma  at  Bowdoin.  After 
graduation  he  became  assistant  to  Dr.  Peck,  of  Fox- 
borough.  While  there  he  lost,  by  the  burning  of  Dr. 
Peck's  house,  his  books,  instruments,  and  clothes. 
He  then  returned  to  his  mother's  home  in  West 
Easton,  where  he  lived  till  the  summer  of  1835. 
During  those  two  years  he  attended  very  closely  to 
the  study  of  medicine  and  surgery,  and  practiced 
occasionally  in  the  neighborhood  and  vicinity.  In 
the  summer  of  1835  he  was  invited  by  some  promi- 
nent citizens  of  Mansfield  to  settle  among  tliem. 
There  were  at  that  time  two  practicing  physicians  in 
Mansfield,  one  at  West  Mansfield,  Dr.  Skinner,  who, 
from  age  and  neuralgia,  could  not  be  depended  on, 
except  in  pleasant  weather,  and  Dr.  Billings,  at  the 
Centre,  who  was  nearly  eighty  years  old,  but  still  vig- 
orous and  unwilling  to  give  up  practice,  so  that  Dr. 
Perry  often  visited  their  patients  in  the  night  and  in 
stormy  weather  gratis,  they  thinking  the  experience 
thus  gained  sufficient  remuneration. 

He  has  been  heard  by  the  writer  of  this  to  say  that 
he  could  not  have  stayed  in  Mansfield  had  it  not  been 
for  the  prevalence  of  the  measles  and  a  storm  at  that 
time,  which  covered  the  ground  everywhere  with  ice 
and  prevented  the  older  physicians  from  going  out 
This  was  his  first  introduction  to  practice,  which  was 
somewhat  opposed  by  Thonisonianism,  which  was 
rife  at  that  time  in  Mansfield  and  other  adjoining 
towns  for  two  years  or  more. 

On  Dec.  22,  1889,  he  married  Miss  Emeline  B. 
Davis,  of  New  Market,  N.  H.,  daughter  of  Capt 
Samuel  C.  Davis,  a  man  who  was  highly  esteemed 
by  his  fellow-townsmen,  and  on  whom  they  conferred 
many  offices  of  trust  The  children  of  this  marriage 
were  seven  sons  and  one  daughter: 

William  Hunter,  born  Oct  25,  1840;  died  May  2, 
1868,  while  a  student  in  medicine  at  Harvard  Uni- 
versity. 

James  Leonard,  A.B.,  C.E.,  M.D.,  born  Feb.  3, 1842; 
graduate  of  Harvard  College ;  graduate  of  the  Law- 
rence Scientific  School  as  civil  engineer;  graduate  of 
Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  College  in  medicine; 
graduate  of  Bellevue  Hospital  as  interne ;  graduate  of 
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Frederic  Davis,  D.D.8.  and  M.D.,  boru  Dec.  20, 
184<};  graduate  in  dentistry,  Philadelpliia;  graduate 
in  medicine  at  llarvard  Medical  School. 

Edward  Everett,  graduate  of  Harvard  Medical 
School,  born  July  9,  1846. 

Samuel  Freeman,  born  Nov.  10,  1847 ;  died  in  in- 
fancy. 

Harriet  Emclinc,  graduate  of  Salem  Normal  School 
in  1874,  since  which  time  she  has  been  an  efficient 
and  acceptable  teacher  in  her  native  town. 

Dana  Duane,  born  July  10,  1859;  graduate  in 
medicine  at  Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  College,  New 
York,  March,  1882. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  son  who  graduated  as 
C.E.,  after  two  years  in  that  profession,  studied  medi- 
cine; also  the  dentist,  after  practicing  his  profession 
a  few  years  successfully  ;  so  that  all  five  of  the  sons 
stndic<I  meilicinc,  and  the  father  and  grandfather  were 
physicians. 

It  may  not  be  out  of  place  here  to  state  that  there 
was  no  high  school  or  academy  in  Mansfield  at  the 
time  when  his  children,  three  of  them,  could  have 
been  benefited  by  it,  and  the  elementary  instruction 
was  very  limited,  so  that  when  they  were  at  the  age 
of  thirteen  and  a  half  and  fourteen,  the  doctor  was 
obligetl  to  Rciid  them  from  home  to  obtain  the  prepar- 
atory education  for  their  professional  studies.  This 
was  a  groat  draft  on  the  doctor's  uncertain  income, 
and  required  strict  economy  and  self-denial. 

Edward  E.  practiced  medicine  in  Boston  six  years, 
and  died  in  1875.  The  following  notice  of  his  death 
will  serve  to  show  something  of  the  esteem  in  which 
he  was  held  :  "  Dr.  Edward  E.  Perry  died  at  his  home 
in  Mannfield  after  a  short  illness  on  the  morning  of 
Sept.  14,  1875.  He  was  a  graduate  in  medicine  at 
Harvard,  and  began  practice  in  Cross  Street,  Boston, 
in  1808.  From  the  first  he  was  successful.  Kind, 
courteous,  and  genial,  he  made  friends  of  all  with 
whom  he  came  in  contact.  Generous  and  liberal  to 
the  poor,  he  always  supplied  their  wants  with  a  liberal 
hand.  He  soon  had  an  extensive  practice,  which  was 
not  limited  to  the  city,  but  extended  in  all  directions 
for  many  miles.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  the 
inoMt  popular  physician  at  the  north  end.  Few  phy- 
sirinns  have  died  as  much  lamented  as  young  Dr. 
Perry.  For  several  years  he  has  had  attacks  of  he- 
patic colic,  caused  by  biliary  calculi;  his  death  oc- 
curred suddenly  after  a  severe  paroxysm.  Hundreds 
calle<l  at  his  office  during  his  illness  to  inquire  for 
him,  and  on  learning  of  his  death  burst  into  tears, 
and  expressed  the  most  devoted  friendship  and  pro- 
found sorrow." 

Of  the  living  children  J.  L.  practices  in  New  York 
City  ;  F.  D.  succeeds  to  his  father's  practice  in  Mans- 
fiehl. 

The  imperfect  picture  which  must  unfortunately 
accompany  this  sketch  gives  only  a  correct  idea  of 


that  part  of  the  face  above  the  nose  and  his  eyes,  and 
would  have  been  withheld  if  his  biography  could 
have  been  accepted  without  it.  He  never  sat  for  a 
picture  intentionally, — we  regret  it ;  but  he  will  be  re- 
membered by  his  contemporaries  as  a  handsome  and 
distinguished-looking  man,  whose  presence  was  calcu- 
lated to  inspire  confidence  and  hope.  Dr.  Perry  had 
black  curly  hair,  dark  expressive  eyes,  fine  teeth,  and 
clear  dark  complexion  ;  was  slight  when  young,  was 
five  feet  ten  inches  in  height,  and  weighed  later  in  life 
one  hundred  and  eighty-four  pounds. 

For  thirty-eight  years  he  had  an  extensive  practice 
in  Mansfield  and  the  adjoining  towns,  more  laborious 
than  remunerative.  During  that  time  he  was  never 
laid  aside  by  illness  which  prevented  his  visiting  his 
patients  but  two  days,  and  never  absent  from  home 
on  business  or  pleasure  but  twice  in  that  time.  He 
was  absent  on  business  once  in  1858,  when  he  took  a 
ten  days'  Western  trip,  and  in  1873  spent  a  few  days 
in  New  York. 

He  was  earnest  and  devoted  to  his  patients ;  was 
absolutely  pure  and  honest  both  in  public  and  private 
life.  He  often  used  the  expression,  "I  mean  to  be 
honest  before  Qod."  He  had  strong  convictions  and 
pronounced  opinions  on  matters  religious  and  politi- 
cal, and  being  tempered  with  rare  good  judgment  and 
foresight,  his  opinions  were  always  worthy  of  respect. 

He  utterly  detested  immorality  and  vice,  and  was 
so  outspoken  in  such  matters  that  he  was  both  by  ex- 
ample and  precept  one  of  the  best  teachers  of  mo- 
rality. He  had  a  large  brain  and  strong  memory, 
well  stored  with  the  history  of  men  prominent  in 
politics  or  eminent  in  science,  and  especially  medical 
science. 

He  possessed  an  analytical  mind;  was  a  close  ob- 
server; in  fact,  nothing  seemed  to  escape  his  observa- 
tion. 

In  the  reading  of  character  he  was  quick  and  almost 
unequaled.  A  learned  and  skilled  physician,  with 
whom  he  was  called  in  consultation,  said  of  him,  "  Dr. 
Perry  was  one  of  the  best  country  physicians  I  ever 
knew,  combining  rare  powers  of  diagnosis  with  the 
most  varied  and  thorough  knowledge  of  drugs."  He 
was  by  nature,  by  study,  and  by  observation,  a  chemist 
and  a  therapeutist.  He  was  ingenious  and  fertile  in 
mechanical  appliances,  and,  being  ready  in  the  use  of 
instruments,  was  a  careful  surgeon  and  a  good  oper- 
ator. He  was  sincere,  conscientious  and  faithful,  and 
being  modest  shrank  from  notoriety  or  office-holding, 
except  in  the  cause  of  education,  which  he  labored 
zealously  to  promote. 

Dr.  Perry  was  liberal  beyond  his  means,  kind  and 
considerate  to  the  poor ;  wp  oflen  called  the  "  poor 
man's  friend,"  and,  dying  as  Jie  lived,  his  last  act 
was  a  charity,  for  he  died  suddenly  Oct.  17,  1873, 
while  visiting  a  poor  family,  of  whom  he  said  he 
must  go  or  they  would  suffer.  The  following  tribute 
by  Mr.  Ide  justly  expressed  the  feelings  of  the 
public : 
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"  Hid  sudden  death  was  a  great  shock  not  only  to 
his  family,  hut  to  the  community  at  large.  He  had 
for  many  years  been  most  confidently  relied  on  for 
medical  aid,  and  his  loss  was  widely  and  deeply  de- 
plored. He  had  so  distinguished  himself  by  inva- 
riable promptness  in  responding  to  the  call  of  the 
sick,  taking  no  thought  for  himself  while  others  were 
suflfcring,  that  when  his  strong  system  gave  way 
under  the  continuous  strain,  the  public  generally 
became  mourners. 

''At  his  funeral  the  large  gathering  the  sad  and 
tearful  faces,  the  touching  and  honorary  tribute  paid 
to  his  memory,  showed  how  deeply  the  sense  of  a 
great  and  irreparable  loss  had  impressed  itself  upon 
Mansfield.  No  public  utterances,  however  appreci- 
ative of  his  character  and  skill,  could  tell  the  grief 
which  his  death  had  caused.  In  the  homes  which 
even  now  sadly  miss  his  comforting  presence,  there 
are  frequently  heard  voices  of  sorrow  at  his  de- 
parture, which  are  the  truest  and  most  valuable 
testimonials  to  his  worth.  His  death  was  not  an 
occasion  for  any  mere  material  monument,  for  his 
noble  and  self-denying  life  had  built  up  many  and 
more  precious  ones  in  living  and  loving  hearts." 

The  accompanying  elegy  was  composed  by  one  of 
his  friends  and  neighbor,  Miss  Adelaide  Pettee : 


SLBOT  AT  THE   GBAVX  OF  WILLIAM    PBRBT,  M.D.,  MAMS- 
FIELD,  MASS. 

*Tla  winter  dread. 
Yet  earth,  arrayed  in  robes  of  ipotlen  white, 
fieeiiM  for  a  bridal  dreaied,  while  nioming  bright 
0*«r  hill  aud  dale  her  banner  wide  unfurla, 
And  forest*  sparkle  with  unnumberod  pearls 
Save  where  I  stand,  her  ntanUo  *ueath  my  feet, 
Seems  but  one  vast,  unbroken  winding  sheet 

That  wraps  the  dead. 

Beneath  this  mound, 
Deep  buried  from  the  world's  ignoble  strife, 
Rests  one  whose  only  aim  It  was  in  life 
To  find  in  ocean  cave,  on  mount,  or  plain 
Some  soothing  remedy  for  mortal  pain. 
0  sacred,  heavon-born  purpose! — wondrous  skill 
That  never  faltered  till  the  heart  was  sUU, 

Low  In  the  ground  I 

Tet  not  In  vain 
Thy  mission  here  I  many  shall  pause  and  shed 
The  silent  teardrop  on  tliy  dreamless  bed. 
The  good  begun  by  thee  shall  onward  flow. 
And  man  shall  still  seek  on  himself  to  know. 
Time  shall  iiorpeluato  the  work  begiin, 
Aud  thy  dear  Image  in  each  nuMo  sun  > 

Shall  live  again. 

Rest,  spirit,  rest  I 
We  leave  thee  In  the  bosom  of  our  God 
Till  we  the  rugged  paths  of  life  have  trud. 
We  seek  the  unseen  Father's  guiding  hand 
Till  we  shall  Join  thee  In  the  better  land, 
And  the  great  mysteries  of  life  shall  cease 
In  that  sweet  home  where  all  Is  light  aud  peace. 

Home  of  the  blest  I 

Addik. 


1  lie  left  three  suns,  whu  are  phynicianii. 


GKORGB   KDSON   BAILKT. 

John  Bailey^,  the  first  American  ancestor,  resided 
in  Scituate,  Mass.,  as  early  as  1670.  He  married,  in 
1672,  Sarah  White,  and  upon  her  decease  he  married, 
in  1G99,  Ruth  Clothier.  He  died  in  1718.  Hih  son 
Samuel'  was  born  in  1690,  married  Elizabeth  Caswell, 
and  had,  among  other  children,  Abijah',  who,  Nov. 
20,  ]7Gi>,  marric<]  Sarah  Grover.  They  hud  six  chil- 
dren, of  whom  Abner^  was  one.  Ahncr  married,  Nov. 
80,  1797,  Deborah  I^vell,  by  whom  he  had  two  chil- 
dren, Jacob^  and  Caroline.  He  married  as  his  second 
wife  Sarah  Brintnell,  June  G,  1819,  and  upon  her  de- 
cease he  married  Jemima  Skinner,  June  12,  1828. 
There  was  no  issue  by  either  the  two  latter  marriages. 
His  daughter  Caroline  married  Joseph  Brintnell,  and 
is  now  (1883)  residing  in  ConnectiiMit  in  her  eighty- 
fourth  year.  Jacob  was  born  April  5,  1801.  He 
married,  July  27,  1827,  Sally  S.  Skinner,  daughter  of 
James  and  Sarah  (Sumner)  Skinner.  She  was  born 
Jan.  29,  1807.  To  them  were  born  two  children, — 
George  E.  and  Deborah  Camline.  Slie  wais  born 
July  23,  1830,  inarrietl  Charles  A.  Turner,  June  14, 
1851.  She  died  May  22,  1878.  She  had  four  chil- 
dren, of  whom  one  died  in  infancy,  the  others  grew 
up  to  maturity. 

George  Edson  Bailey,  sixth  in  descent  from  the 
original  John  Bailey,  of  Scituate,  was  born  in  Mans- 
field, Mass.,  Jan.  1,  1829.  In  addition  to  the  advan- 
tages afforded  by  the  common  schools  of  his  town,  he 
attended  for  a  period  of  about  two  years  a  select  or 
private  academy.  He  was  brought  up  a  farmcr'n  son, 
and  early  taught  to  labor,  and  laid  the  fouiulution  for 
a  rugged  constitution  by  ahiuidant  out-door  exercise. 
At  about  the  age  of  nineteen  he  entered  upon  that 
branch  of  business  which  he  has  followed  through 
life,  and  which,  by  reason  of  inventions  connected 
therewith,  and  which  will  be  noticed  hereafter,  has 
made  his  name  known  throughout  the  land.  He  es- 
tablished a  small  bakery,  hired  men  to  do  the  work, 
and  by  applying  himself  to  the  practical  part  of  the 
business  soon  learned  from  his  employes  the  inothis 
operandi  of  the  trade.  This  was  in  1848.  lifr.  Bailey 
soon  established  himself  in  the  confidence  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  the  circle  of  his  trade  gradually  widened. 
There  were  at  the  time  of  which  wo  write  a  number 
of  small  bakeries  in  the  adjacent  towns,  but  one  after 
another  gave  up  the  business,  and  in  a  few  years  Mr. 
Bailey  control leil  the  trade.  From  his  early  boyhood 
Mr.  Bailey  was  note<l  for  an  investigating  and  inven- 
tive turn  of  mind.  It  was  no  argument  to  his  mind 
that  a  particular  method  of  doing  a  thing  was  the 
best  way  simply  because  it  was  the  usual  way.  Never 
content  with  conventional  methods,  he  was  always 
seeking  for  the  most  simple,  rapid,  and  efiecti  ve  means 
of  accomplishing  whatever  he  had  in  hand,  and  to 
this  trait  or  faculty  may  be  attributed  his  success  in 
life. 

At  the  time  when  he  first  engaged  in  the  baking 
business  the  ovens  then  in  use  were  very  crude  and 
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imperfect.  There  was  no  such  thing  as  obtaining  and 
innintflining  a  regular  temperature,  both  of  which  were 
essential  to  the  best  results.  His  inventive  faculties 
were  brought  to  bear  on  the  solution  of  this  problem, 
nnd  "  Bailey's  patent  oven"  was  the  result.  Years  of 
patient  thought,  experiment,  and  labor  were  expended, 
however,  before  the  desired  results  were  obtained; 
hut  as  is  usually  the  case  where  diligent  application 
is  coupled  with  intelligent  direction,  he  at  last  suc- 
ceeded in  perfecting  an  oven  which  combines  every 
essential  advantage, — economy  of  fuel,  convenience 
of  arrangement,  and  an  equal  distribution  of  tern- 
prratnre,  the  degree  of  which  is  completely  under 
the  control  of  the  operator.  Dec.  5,  1871,  letters 
patent  were  issued  to  Mr.  Bailey  for  his  invention, 
nnd  July  1G,  1872,  another  patent  was  granted  him 
for  nn  improvement  on  the  same.  As  soon  as  his  oven 
was  in  satisfactory  working  order  he  began  using  it  in 
his  own  shop,  and  was  enabled  by  its  use  to  offer  to 
customers  advantages,  both  in  price  and  quality  of 
production,  that  no  one  using  the  old-fashioned  ovens 
could  possibly  offer.  He  appointed  Charles  B.  Good- 
rich, of  Charleston,  Mass.,  agent  for  his  invention  in 
the  States  of  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  and 
Massachusetts,  and  Jesse  A.  Liocke,  of  New  York, 
agent  for  the  rest  of  the  United  States.  Through 
them  his  invention  became  widely  known  and  exten- 
sively used.  It  is  now  in  use  in  many  of  the  public 
institutions  and  bakeries  throughout  the  United 
States,  and  in  many  parts  of  Canada.  This  oven  is 
particularly  adapted  to  baking  bread,  cake,  and  pas- 
tr}'.  He  has  also  in  use  in  his  establishment  many 
other  accessories  to  his  business,  involving  improve- 
ments upon  old  ideas,  as  well  as  the  practical  appli- 
cation of  new  ones,  which  he  has  never  had  patented, 
and  does  not  care  to  make  public.  From  the  time  of 
the  invention  of  his  "  oven"  he  began  enlarging  the 
sphere  of  his  operations  and  rapidly  extending  his 
business.  He  has  now  a  regular  delivery  team  of  his 
own  in  Boston,  Providence,  Taunton,  Fall  River,  and 
Lowell.  In  addition  to  this  he  has  agents  in  many 
of  the  principal  cities  and  towns  of  New  England 
who  handle  his  goods  exclusively. 

Mr.  Bailey  is  a  good  illustration  of  what  may  be 
accomplished  in  this  progressive  age  by  an  earnest, 
enterprising,  intelligent  man, — one  who  brings  to 
bear  in  the  every-day  affairs  of  his  business  life  all 
the  energies  and  faculties  with  which  he  has  been 
endowed,  and  who  is  ever  on  the  alert  to  grasp  any 
idea  which  may  aid  in  the  development  of  the  par- 
ticular industry  he  has  chosen  as  his  life's  work.  He 
is  one  of  those  men  who,  seeing  all  around  him  evi- 
dences that  "  the  world  is  moving  on,"  believes  in 
moving  on  with  it.  He  is  continually  seeking  for 
the  development  of  new  ideas  and  new  methods, 
which  shall  improve  upon  and  supersede  the  old,  and 
that  this  is  the  true  pathway  to  success  his  prosperity 
attests. 

Qeorge  £.  Bailey  married,  Oct  16, 1851,  Ellen  Au- 


gusta Hall,  daughter  of  Her m on  and  Fanny  (Cope- 
land)  Hall,  of  Mansfield.  She  was  born  June  25, 
1832.  To  them  were  born  five  children, — Marion  Au- 
gusta, born  Oct  3,  1852  (now  Mrs.  W.  I.  Dudley,  of 
West  Salem,  Wis.);  Carrie  Edson,  born  March  29, 
1854  (now  Mrs.  Alexander  H.  McRae,  of  Mansfield) ; 
Harriet  Sumner,  born  Sept  29,  1855  (now  Mrs.  C. 
Boylston,  of  Milton,  Mass.);  George  Palmer,  born 
Sept.  7, 1857  (married  Mary  O.  Birkenhead,  of  Mans- 
field, and  is  in  business  with  his  father) ;  Frank  Her- 
mon,  born  June  9,  1859  (also  in  business  with  his 
father).  Mrs.  Bailey  died  April  8,  1861.  Mr.  Bailey 
married  as  his  second  wife  Sarah  Sprague,  of  Dux- 
hury,  Mass.,  Juno  17,  1802.  They  had  one  child, 
Sarah  Sprague,  bom  Feb.  15, 1878.  Mrs.  Bailey  died 
Feb.  17,  1873.  Mr.  Bailey's  present  wife  was  Mrs. 
Susan  H.  Stratton,  nU  Shepard,  daughter  of  Elijah 
H.  Shepard,  of  Mansfield. 

He  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  though  not  an 
active  politician.  He  has  chosen  to  concentrate  his 
energies  and  apply  his  powers  to  the  prosecution  of 
his  business,  and  the  promotion  of  happiness  around 
his  fireside,  rather  than  seek  office  or  position.  He 
is  a  genial,  pleasant  companion,  of  quick  perception, 
active  mind,  and  generous  impulses,  decisive  in  his 
judgments,  and  prompt  in  his  actions. 

He  and  his  family  are  noted  in  their  community 
for  their  musical  talent.  All  perform  on  some  one  or 
more  instruments,  and  are  good  vocalists.  Mansfield 
has  a  reputation  as  quite  a  musical  town,  and  its 
status  in  that  particular  is  largely  owing  to  Mr. 
Bailey's  exertions  in  cultivating  a  love  for  that  art 


8ABIN  COBBBTT. 

James  and  Josiah  Cobbett,  brothers,  came  to  New 
England  from  London,  England,  in  1633,  in  the  ship 
"  Elizabeth  and  Ann,"  Roger  Cooper,  master.  They 
are  the  original  American  ancestors  of  the  Cobbett 
family  in  this  country.  From  the  best  authorities  on 
the  subject  we  obtain  reasonable  data  from  which  to 
infer  that  the  names  Cobbett  and  Corbett  were  orig- 
inally identical.  The  Cobbetts  have  been  a  family  of 
considerable  importance  both  in  this  country  and 
Europe. 

Philip  Cobbett  was  born  in  Boston,  Mass.,  Aug.  8, 

1744.    He  married  Marcy ,  of  Dedham,  Mass. 

She  was  born  Dec.  5,  1748.  Their  children  were 
Isaac,  born  Oct  3, 1774 ;  Jacob,  born  June  4, 1777 ; 
Thomas,  born  Dec.  17,  1779;  Margaret,  born  Feb.  14, 
1783;  Joseph,  born  Nov.  28,  1785;  Abigail,  born  Oct 
10, 1788;  Lewis,  born  Oct  19, 1790. 

Philip  died  Oct  6, 1817,  and  Marcy,  his  wife,  April 
13,  1821. 

Thonuu,  their  son,  was  a  brick-mason  and  plasterer. 
He  married  Peggy  Cobb,  of  Dedham.  She  was  born 
April  1,  1782.  Their  children  were  Nancy,  born 
March  3,  1802;  Willard,  born  Oct  25, 1804;  Lavinia, 
born  Oct  18,  1806;  Thomas,  born  Oct  17,  1808; 
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Louisa,  horn  Dec.  8, 1810;  Abner  LewU,  boru  Feb. 
15,  1813;  Dorbda,  born  July  6,  1S16;  Babin,  born 
Oct.  12,  1818;  Obed,  born  Dec  Q,  1820;  Amanda, 
born  March  14,  1823.  AH  of  tbego  lived  to  nulurity. 
Nancy  died  September,  1881.  WillarU  is  now  (1883) 
living  in  Stoughton,  Maea.  Lavinia  died  October, 
1854.  ThoinaH  reaidea  in  Hyde  Park,  Maw.  Louisa 
married  Asber  Parker,  of  Pepperell,  bad  five  children, 
and  died  16(13.  Abuer  Lewis  died  January,  1S59, 
leaving  a  widow  and  three  children  in  Stoughton. 
Obed  lives  in  Sharon,  Ma«a.  Amanda  married  Elisha 
P.  Guild,  of  Duxbury.  Upon  bis  death  she  married 
Henry  E.  Stratton,  of  Mansfield. 

Tfiomai,  about  1808.  removed  to  Wardsboro",  Vt.. 
resided  there  a  abort  time,  returned  to  Dedham,  and 
aflera  time  removed  lo  Boston.  About  1814  he  once 
more  made  Wardsboro'  bis  home.  About  1822  be 
-came  to  Walpole,  Mass.  Four  or  five  years  Eater  he 
returned  to  Dedham,  wbicb  place  he  made  his  home 
to  within  a  few  years  of  bis  death,  when  he  came  to 
Mansfield,  Mass.,  where  he  died  Feb.  10,  18G6.  He 
was  a  Democrat  in  politics  prior  to  organisation  of 
the  Republican  party,  after  which  time  he  affiliated 
witi)  the  hitter  party.  In  religion  he  nas  a  Baptist. 
Mrs.  Oobbelt  died  April  2,  1851. 

Sabin  Cobbett  bad  but  limited  educational  advan- 
tages; bis  parenta  were  poor,  and  at  an  early  age  be 
was  placed  in  a  factory  to  work. 

Ailer  his  eighteenth  year  he  turned  his  attention  to 
Arming,  which  occupation  he  has  followed  through 
lifi'.  lie  is  a  hard-working,  honest,  frugal  man,  and 
is  entitled  to  much  credit  for  liaving  fought  the  biilllu 
of  life  with  so  much  succetis,  laboring  as  bo  did  under 
aerioUB  difficulties  and  diaadvantagi^a. 

Most  of  his  life  he  baa  been  burdened  with  a  Inrge 
family,  and  be  remained  unmarried  in  order  to  care 
and  provide  for  his  maiden  sisters. 

By  eurnest  and  diligent  labor  and  proper  economy 
he  has  managed  to  make  himself  one  of  the  foremost 
farmers  of  his  section,  and  while  he  has  not  Hmaascd 
wealth,  yet  he  baa  a  competenee  for  hie  old  age.  He 
has  devoted  himself  exclusively  to  agriculture,  never 
engaging  in  either  manufacturing  or  speculation. 

He  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  has  been  county 
surveyor,  served  on  juries,  etc.,  and  is  a  respected 
citizen  of  hia  town. 


ALBERT  I'KRRY. 
The  Perry  family  came  from  England  to  America 
in  the  early  days  of  the  New  England  colonies. 
Ichaliod'  Perry  was  among  the  first  settlers  of  Attle- 
borough,  Mass.,  to  which  place  he  came  from  Taunton. 
He  located  iu  the  southeastern  part  of  the  town,  He 
was  born  ubunt  1700.  He  married  Sarah  Huskins,  of 
Roxbury,  and  had  three  children,— Idiaboil,  Nathan, 
and  Sarah.  The  two  sons  married  and  settled  in 
Norton.  Ichiibod  bad  two  children,  Ic/ialmii*  and 
Lemuel.    Nathan  had  five, — Nathan,  Auuie,  Alvin, 


Sophia,  and  one  name  unknown.  Sarah  Perry  n 
Tied  Timothy  Conant,  of  Rehoboth.  Upon  the  dft^ 
cesae  of  his  first  wife,  fcbabod  married  for  Wu  second 
wife  Kuth  Fisher,  of  Norton,  by  whom  he  hud  sis. 
children, — Abiel,  Uutli,  liaiu?,  Hannah,  Lucy,  n 
Bphruim.  Icbabod's  third  wife  was  Experience  Bra- 
man,  of  Norton.  Abie!  Perry  settled  iu  New  Hai 
ahire.  Ruth  married  A.  Lincoln  and  settled  in  Taun- 
ton. /^aiiiT*  married, first,  Pbilena  Lincoln,  of  Tauntou, 
by  whom  he  hud  two  children,  Isnuu  and  I'ully.  A{n,  ' 
Perry  died  in  1785,  He  married  as  bis  second  wife,  i 
EliKabetb  Perry,  1786.  They  had  five  childre 
Polly ',  Sleplien,  Betsey,  Caleb,  and  Acbsah. 
these  children,  Isaac,  Jr.,  moved  to  Suvuy,  Mass., 
a.  farmer  and  dnirymnii.  Polly  resided  with  liini. 
Betsey  married  Calvin  Drake,  of  Shurou,  MaiM^, 
afterwards  removed  to  Seneca  Lake,  N.  V.,  when 
she  died  1865,  leaving  one  child.  Acbsah  married  Wll~ 
liarn  Conant,  of  Rehoboth,  resided  in  Attli^boroiigh^ 
had  five  children,  and  died  in  1851.  Ciileb  mai  ~ 
Wealthy  Macomber,  of  Norton,  and  bad  three  cliil-: 
dren.  Stephen*  was  a  farmer,  and  resided  at  the  old. 
homestead.  He  married  Rowcna  W.  Lincoln,  dangh~ 
ter  of  Sanford  W.  and  Phebe  Lincoln,  of  Taunton. 
Their  children  were  Rowena  W.,  Stephen  C,  Aclisah 
A.,  Harriet,  Albert,  and  Ezra.  Of  these,  Stepbe 
married  Susan  B.  Monroe,  and  resides  iu  RehobotU.L 
Rowena  W.  msrricd  Thomas  Qrover,  of  Mansfield,  I 
Quaker  minister.  Achsah  A.  married  Edmund 
Briggs,  of  Norton,  and  reildcs  tliore.  Harriet  mar- 
ried Albert  Shuw,  of  Manarield.  Iliitli  shu  uuil  her 
liunhund  are  doceiued.  Exra  married,  first,  Mary  IL. 
Balcttm,  and  upnu  her  doccoso  married  Diana  ll.Oor- 
iR'U,  and  resides  in  Attleburongb.  Ho  is  by  uccujia- 
tion  a  farmer. 

Albert  Perry' was  brought  up  as  a  farmer  on  the  old'' 
Ferry  homestead  in  Attleboruugh,  and  resided  there 
until  he  was  thirty- two  years  of  age,  having  inherited, 
together  with  his  brother,  the  aucesiriil  acres.     He, 
however,  sold  his  intcreat  in  the  home  funn,  removed  f 
to  Norton,  purchased  another  farm,  and  for  the  foU 
lowing  four  years  engaged  in  agriculture.    He  then  J 
accepted  a  position  with  the  Taunton  Copper  Coi 
paoy  as  weigher  and  caser  of  goods,  in  which  posE-  1 
tion  he  continued  eight  years.     In  January,  18G8,  he  J 
purchased  tlio  store  at  West  Mansfield,  and  since  that'f 
time  has  been  engaged  in  merchandising  at  thafl 
place.    He  is  also  postmaster.     In  former  yetirs  1 
did  considerable  lumber  business  in  connection  willi  ' 
his  farming  operations.     He  married,  July  4,   185U, 
Alice  T,,  daughter  of  Joshua  White,  of  Rnynham. 
She  is  descended  from  Peregrine  White,    There  were 
two  children  (twins),  Albert  B.  and  Alice  E.,  burn 
March  24,  1851.     Mrs.  Perry  died  Aug.  2,  1876.    Mr. 
Perry  married  as  his  second  wife  Mary  P.,  daughter 
of  John  and   Amy   (Hodges)  Smith,  of  Mansfield. 
They  were  married  OcL  2,  1877.    Mrs.  Perry  is  de- 
Hcended  (torn  u  New  llum|mhiru  family.    There  is  uo 
issue  bysecond  marriage;  both  children  by  first  tvife 
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are  married.  Albert  E.  married  M.  Maria  Reed, 
daughter  of  Lorenzo  R.  and  Martha  Reed,  of  Mans- 
field. They  have  three  children, — Everett,  Emma, 
and  Ernest.  Alice  married  John  S.  Briggs,  of  At- 
tieborongh.  Thej  have  two  children,  Nellie  A.  and 
Mabel.  Mr.  Perry  is  neutral  in  politics,  always 
voting  in  local  elections  for  the  candidate  whom  he 
esteems  as  the  best  man.  He  has  not  voted  for 
President  since  1848.  He  attends  Friends*  meeting, 
has  been  selectmen  of  his  town  four  years,  and  chair- 
man of  the  board  last  year.  An  honest,  highly  re- 
spected citizen. 


CHAPTER    XXXIII. 

RBIIOBOTU. 

UeogrAphicnl— Indian  ParchMe— Original  Bonnd»— The  First  Purchase 
—The  8^con«l  Pnrcha8»— Tlie  North  Purchase— Tiie  First  White  Set- 
ti(»ni— First  Meeting  of  Original  Planters— Valuation  of  Original 
Lands— Names  of  Proprietors— Early  Townsmeu— Documentary  11  is- 
tory— Deed  fh>m  King  Philip— Names  of  Inhabitants  In  1680. 

TiiK  town  of  Rehoboth  lies  in  the  western  part  of 
nristol  Cbnnty,  and  is  bounded  as  follows:  On  the 
north  by  Attleborough  and  Norton,  on  the  east  by 
Taiint<m,  Dighton,  and  Swansea,  and  on  the  south  by 
Swansea. 

The  original  town  of  Rehoboth  embraced,  in  addi- 
tion to  its  present  territory,  the  present  towns  of  See- 
konk,  Pawtucket,  Attleborough,  East  Providence, 
Cumberland,  and  that  part  of  Swansea  and  Barring- 
ton  which  was  called  by  the  Indians  Wannamoiset. 

The  first  purchase  of  land  was  made  of  Massasoit 
in  1641,  and  embraced  a  tract  ten  miles  square,  com- 
prising the  present  towns  of  Rehoboth,  Seekonk, 
Pawtucket,  and  East  Providence. 

The  second  purchase  was  the  tract  called  by  the 
English  Wannamoiset,  forming  a  part  of  Swansea 
and  Barrington. 

The  thinl  and  last  purchase  was  a  tract  embracing 
the  present  towns  of  Attleborough,  Mass.,  and  Cum- 
l>crland,  R.  I.  This  was  known  as  the  "  North  Pur- 
chase." 

The  town  retained  its  original  area  until  ir>67,  when 
Swansea  (Wannamoiset)  was  incorporated,  including, 
besides  the  present  town,  that  of  Somerset,  Mass., 
Cumberland,  R.  I.,  and  the  greater  part  of  Warren, 
R.  I.  In  1694  it  was  further  decreased  by  the  incor- 
l>orntion  of  Attleborough,  and  in  1812  Seekonk  was 
set  off. 

The  first  white  settler  within  the  bounds  of  the  orig- 
inal town  of  Rehoboth  was  William  Blackstone,  in 
what  is  now  Cumberland,  R.  I.  He  was  a  Non-Con- 
formist minister  of  England,  who  fled  from  his  native 
land  and  sought  an  asylum  in  the  wilds  of  America. 
He  was  the  first  white  man  who  lived  on  the  penin- 
sula where  the  city  of  Boston  now  stands.  The  next 
white  settler  here  was  the  famous  Roger  Williams. 


He,  however,  remained  but  a  short  time,  and  subse- 
quently became  the  founder  of  Rhode  Island. 

The  real  founder  of  the  original  town  of  Rehoboth 
was  the  Rev.  Samuel  Newman,  who  came  with  numer- 
ous other  persons  from  Weymouth  and  settled  here 
(Seekonk)  in  1644. 

The  records,  however,  show  that  as  early  as  1642 
one  John  Hazell  was  residing  at  "Seacunck." 

"John  Hassell"  (afterwards  written  Hazell  in  the 
town  records)  "  doeth  acknowledge  himself  to  owe 
the  king,  to  be  leveyed  of  his  lands,  goods  and  chat- 
tels, &c.  £XX.  if  he  fayle  in  the  condicon  following: 
The  condicon  that  the  said  John  Hassell  shall  either 
take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  King,  and  fidelitie 
to  the  Government,  betwixt  this  and  March  Court 
next,  or  els  remove  his  dwelling  from  Seacunk." 
[Plym.  Col.  Rec,  vol.  ii.  p.  67.] 

The  twenty  pounds  which  he  acknowledged  him- 
self to  owe  the  king  was  a  fine  for  contempt  of  court, 
as  appears  from  the  following : 

'*  August  2,  1642.  It  is  ordered  that  a  warrant  be 
sent  to  fetch  John  Hassell,  that  lives  at  Sickuncke, 
to  answer  his  contempts  at  the  General  Court :  which 
was  made  and  signed  by  all  the  assistants  present.'' 
[Plym.  Col.  Rec,  vol.  ii.  p.  56.] 

John  Hazell  continued  to  reside  at  "Seacunk," 
where  he  had  lands  granted  him  in  1669.  And  he 
appears  to  have  owned  largely  before,  for  in  describ- 
ing the  bounds  of  the  grant  mention  is  made  of  **  his 
other  allotment,  being  six  hundred  acres,  bounded  on 
the  east  with  his  fresh  meadow  and  a  little  run  of 
water  and  a  cedar  swamp ;  on  the  west  side  Patucet 
River;  on  the  north  side  the  woods;  on  the  south 
side  the  towne  land ;  only  the  Island  and  little  up- 
land above  mentioned  is  part  of  the  six  hundred 
acres."     [Plym.  Col.  Rec.,  vol.  ii.  p.  193.] 

"  Seacunck,"  we  have  seen,  was  first  granted  to 
people  of  Hingham,  but  they  were  soon  joined  by  Mr. 
Newman  and  a  majority  of  his  church  at  Weymouth, 
in  their  projected  settlement ;  and  it  is  even  possible 
that  some  of  the  people  of  Weymouth  were  among 
the  original  grantees  of  1641,  though  none  of  them 
are  among  the  names  mentioned.  It  appears,  how- 
ever, that  those  whose  names  are  given  were  a  com- 
mittee acting  for  "  themselves  and  divers  others." 

The  first  meeting  of  the  original  planters  of  Reho- 
both to  be  found  on  record  is  dated  at  "  Wei  moth 
the  24th  of  the  8th  month  [October],  1643."  The 
record  is  as  follows :  "  At  a  general  meeting  of  the 
plantores  of  Seacunk,  it  was  ordered  : 

"  (1)  That  the  [lllegitile]  lottea  shall  not  oxoeed  tlie  number  of  ilxty 
and  flro,  and  In  cane  anny  of  tlioee  that  hare  these  lottee  granted  al* 
mitly  fale,  that  Goodman  [illpgihli*]  of  Cambridge  to  be  admitted  If  he 
ple«%M ;  and  in  caae  eo  manny  fale  as  may  limit  to  sixty  then  not  to  ex- 
ceed  sixty  lotttfs.** 

"  (2)  It  is  agreed  that  the  ground  tliat  Is  most  flt  to  be  planted  and 
hnpefoll  for  come  for  the  pmsent  to  bo  plnntefl  and  fenced  by  snch  as 
possess  it  according  to  [Illegible.]** 

"  (3)  It  Is  ordered  thai  those  that  hare  lottes  granted  and  are  f  Illegi- 
ble] inhabitants  shall  fence  the  one  end  of  their  lottes  and  their  part  in 
the  comon  fence.  In  the  same  time,  Uy  the  20th  day  of  April  next,  or 
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eltfe  furflt  their  lottM  to  the  dispoaal  of  th«  planUtlon;  and  Iik«wiM  to 
remove  theiiisulvee  and  fmuilj  to  Inhabit  [torn  offj  bythlatlme  twelrra- 
month,  or  uUo  forflte  their  lottee  agalno  to  the  plantation,  alio wluge 
them  their  iiecesiwry  improvemeute,  as  they  In  their  dlecretlou  ahall 
thiuk  meet." 

**  (4)  That  if  anny  dnmagee  ehale  fide  ont  by  anny  man*a  partlonlar 
fence,  the  owner  of  the  fence  shale  pay  the  damage,  and  If  [torn  off] 
generull  fence,  then  those  persons  that  one  the  fence  to  p^  [torn  off.]*' 
[R^huboth  Hoc.  vol.  1.  p.  1.] 

Tlie  next  meeting  of  the  proprietors  was  held  at 
Weymouth,  '*  the  10th  day  of  the  10th  mouth"  [De- 
cember], when  regulations  were  made  as  to  the  plant- 
ing of  corn.  The  teacher  to  have  a  certain  portion 
from  each  settler.  Servants  after  four  years  to  be  in- 
habitants and  entitled  to  their  privileges.  Richard 
Wright  employed  to  build  a  corn-mill. 

During  the  year  1643,  and  probably  before  any 
other  division  of  land  had  been  made  other  than  for 
house-lots,  the  proprietors  were  required  individually 
to  give  in  the  value  of  their  estates,  in  order  that  the 
allotments  of  land  might  be  made  accordingly,  as  ap- 
pears from  the  Proprietors'  Records:  '* About  the 
year  1643,  a  joynt  agreement  was  made  by  the  inhab- 
itants of  Sea-conk  alias  Rehoboth,  fibr  the  bringing  in 
of  their  estates;  that  soe  men's  lotments  might  be 
taken  up  according  to  person  and  estate,  as  alsoe  for 
the  carrieing  on  of  all  publick  chordges  both  for  pres- 
ent and  future;  furthermore  the  means  and  interest 
of  what  is  heare  expressed  is  that  by  which  lands, 
now  granted  by  the  Court  of  Plymouth  to  the  towne, 
is  to  be  divided  according  to  person  and  estate,  as  is 
expressed  in  this  following  list: 


7. 

8. 

9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 


1.  Mr*.  Bur 

Buth   Ingram  accepted 

In  her  pluce. 

2.  Widdow  Walker..... 

3.  Juhn  U(*ad 

4.  John  Cooke 

which    ittlll    ik    In    the 

town**  handii. 
6.  The  School  master.... 
6.  Will  Uheeebrook 

Mr.  Winchester 

Richard  Wright 

Mr.  Newman 

Will  Smith 

Walter  Palmer 

Jameti  Clark,  now 
John  Perrum** 

13.  Halph        Shephard, 
now  Jus.  RedewayeV. 

14.  ZucliHrlah  Roads 

John  Muthewes 

John  Perrum 

Juhn  Blillar 

Sjinil.  UutterworUi.~ 

10.  (jieorge  Keudrick~... 
20.  A  brum  Blartln 

The  Teacher 

Edward  Seule 

Juhn  Browne 

Mr.  llowward 

Mr.  Peck 

Blr.  Obcd.  Holmes, 
now  Robt.  Wheatou'a. 

27.  Kilward  Smith 

28.  Jub  Ixtne,  now  Rob* 
ert  Abeir* 

29.  Thomaa  Ilitt 

30.  Jumee  Walker,  now 
Juhn  fUtche'H 


15. 

10. 
17. 
18. 


21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
26. 
26. 


100  00  00 


60  00  00 
800  00  OU 
300  00  00 


60  00  00 
450  00  00 
196  00  00 
834  OU  00 
880  00  00 
196  10  00 
419  00  00 

71  00  00 

121  10  00 
60  00  00 
40  00  00 
67  00  00 
69  10  00 
60  00  00 
50  UO  00 
00  10  00 

100  00  00 
81  00  00 
50  00  00 

250  00  00 

536  00  00 

100  00  00 
252  00  00 

50  00  00 

101  00  00 

50  00  00 


81.  Thomaa  Bijm ....... 

82.  The  GoTeraor*a  lot, 
now  Richard  Bui- 
lock'* 

88.  laaack  Martin,  now 
Thomas  Wiiniot'a 

84.  Robert  Morris  „ 

86.  Kd.  Ben  not,  now 
Bicliard  Boweu's,  Jr... 

86.  The  Pastor 

37.  Mr.  Uenry  Smith.... 

88.  Mathew  Pratt 

89.  John  MeggV 

40.  Thom.  (Mlflon,  now 
Stephen  Payne's  Jr... 

41.  Joseph  Torrjr,  now 
John  Peck's. 

42.  Thomas  Cooper. 

43.  Robert  ffullor. ~ 

44.  John  Allen m...» 

45.  Ralph  Allen 

46.  Kd.  Qillniau,  now 
Joseph  I'eck's 

47.  Thomas  lloulhrook.. 

48.  William  Chtrpeuter... 
40.  John       llouibrouk, 

now  Nicholas  Ide's.... 

60.  Robert  Titua,  now 
Robort  Joues'a 

61.  William  Sabin 

52.  Stephen  Payne 

68.  Mr.  Browne 

54.  Kd.  Patteaon,  now 
John  Wuodcock'a 

55.  Peter  Hunt 

56.  Robert  Martin 

57.  Robert  Sharp,  but 
now  Rice  Leonard's... 

58.  Richard  Bowen 


168  00  00 

200  00  00 

60  00  00 
94  10  00 

134  10  00 
100  00  00 
260  00  00 
239  00  00 
120  00  00 

160  00  00 

134  00  00 
367  00  00 
150  00  00 
156  00  00 
270  00  00 

306  00  00 
186  10  00 
254  10  00 

186  10  00 

166  10  00 

5:t  00  U) 

535  00  00 

600  U)  00 

50  00  00 
327  00  00 
228  10  00 

106  00  00 
270  00  00 

tation,  who  should  have  power  to  dispose  of  the  lands 
"  in  lots  of  twelve,  eight,  or  six  acres,  as  in  their  dis- 
cretion they  think  the  quality  of  the  estate  of  the 
person  do  require."  This  applied  to  house-lots.  It 
was  further  ordered  **  that  all  other  lots  to  be  divided 
according  to  person  and  estate.  One  person  to  be 
valued  at  twelve  pounds  sterling  in  the  division  of 
lands,  and  that  no  person  should  sell  his  improve- 
ments but  to  such  as  the  towne  shall  accept  of;"  also 
voted  "that  the  meeting-house  shall  stand  in  the 
midst  of  the  town." 

On  **  the  21st  of  the  4th  month"  [June]  a  town 
meeting  was  holden,  but  the  records  of  it  are  so  mu- 
tilated as  to  be  mostly  illegible.  It  appears,  how- 
ever, to  relate  to  a  new  division  of  land.  It  was  re- 
solved  that  on  every  fortieth  day  a  meeting  slionld 
be  holden  by  all  the  inhabitants  **  for  the  considera- 
tion and  acting  of  such  necessary  aflairs  as  concern 
the  plantation." 

"  At  a  town  meeting,  the  Slst  day  of  the  4tli  month 
[JuneJ,  1644,  lots  were  drawn  for  a  division  of  the 
woodland  between  the  plain  and  the  town.  Sliares 
were  drawn  to  the  number  of  fi fly-eight,  as  follows  : 


1.  Mr.  Winchester. 

2.  Mr.  Leonard. 

3.  Peter  nunt. 

4.  William  Oheeaborough. 
6.  Ralph  Allin.  . 

6.  John  Uolbrook. 

7.  John  Perram. 

8.  The  Schoolmaster. 
0.  Matthew  Pratt 

10.  William  OarpentMr. 

11.  Kphralm  Hunt. 

12.  Samuel  Butterworth. 
18.  Sdward  Patterson. 

14.  James  Browne. 

15.  Richard  Bowiu. 

16.  Mr.  Newman. 

17.  Mr.  Peck. 

18.  Walter  Palmer. 

19.  Abraham  Martin. 

20.  John  Sutton. 

21.  Robert  Morris. 

22.  John  Matthewes. 

23.  Isaac  MarUu. 

24.  James  Walker. 

26.  Hubert  Titus. 
20.  Kdward  Seule. 

27.  Qeorgo  Keudrick. 

28.  .» 


At  a  meeting  of  the  proprietors  of  Seekonk  (the 
date  of  which  is  torn  off,  though  it  was  probably 
among  the  first)  it  was  voted  that  nine  men  should 
be  chosen  to  order  the  prudential  affairs  of  the  plan- 


29.  Thomas  Bliss. 


30.  The  i*astor*s. 

31.  Stephen  Payne. 

32.  Kdward  SmiUi. 
83.  William  Smith. 
34.  James  Clark. 
36.  The  Goveruonr. 
36.  Kdward  Bennett 
87.  Oliadiah  Uolmes 

38.  Mr.  Browne. 

39.  Thomas  Gooper. 

40.  Tliomas  llolbrooka. 

41.  Thomas  Ilitt 

42.  John  Allin. 

43.  John  Meggs. 

44.  William  Sabin. 
46.  Mr.  Henry  Smith. 

46.  Zachcry  Boadea. 

47.  Edward  Gilman. 

48.  Thomas  CliAon. 
40.  Joseph  Torrey. 
50.  Thomas  Dunn. 

61.  Robert  MarUn. 

62.  Widow  Walker. 
53.  Juhn  Miller. 

64.  Mr.  B .1 

55.  The  Teacher. 
66.  John  Cooke. 

57.  lUlph  Shepherd. 

58.  Juhn  Roado. 


On  *'  the  3d  of  the  5tli  month  [July],  1G44,"  the 
inhabitants  signed  a  compact  in  tlie  following  words : 

"This  combination,  entered  into  by  the  geooral  consent  of  all  the  in- 
habitants, after  general  uutice  given  the  23d  of  the  4th  niunth. 

**  We  whoee  names  are  underwritten,  being,  by  the  providence  of 
God,  inhabitants  of  Siiacunk,  intending  tliere  Ui  settle,  do  covenant  and 
bind  ourttflvfs  one  to  auuthur  to  subject  our  pvrsous  [turn  off]  (accoiti- 
iug  to  law  and  equity)  to  nine  pentons,  any  Ave  of  the  nine  which  shall 
be  chosen  by  the  majur  )Mirt  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  plantation,  and 
we  [torn  off]  to  be  subject  to  all  whulesome  [torn  off]  by  them,  and  to 
assist  them,  according  to  our  ability  and  estate,  and  to  give  Uuiely  no- 
tice unto  them  of  any  such  thing  as  in  our  conscience  may  prove  dan* 


1  Oblitenited. 


•hill  nDdrct  mtmirm  JatoUr  to 
Wilirr  raliwt. 


tVtM-llunl. 
Will  tain  Snillh. 


•Till  inh  or  in*  Bth  moDlh  [Jalj],  IMl.    Al  ■  mirMni;  opnii  pal 

lliiT«  dlrWiHH  nr  ■■Mil  pnHDilr  to  b>  luid  ml  bj  Mr.  Ullitr  lail 
pvHwr,  Jwcpli  ruhir.snd  iImII  na(  IMy  Iht  inniKilnB  e[  It,  hj' 
Mlb  ar  Ihc  Mh  B^nUi  [ODlnhir)  khI,  M  nualin  or  D^rllum,  iin»r.ll 
to  lh«  pinpnalllnii  df  Mr.  Ollxr.  ihall  raifrll  all  IIKli  Unill  lalil  mil 
■Iw  llirr*  aliirrciM  dlililaii*.  mm  IIm  I<iuiiI>  nf  th>  i.inr  nrn  oiilrui 
with  Uh  Icn-n  lOiii™,  "ho  vo  dHlnl  ta  iiHltrUki  with  Mr  OUt.i 
■lUa^  hln  K<t  Ihi  lajlBi  ant  of  ih*  afiirHriliJ  iIItUIudi. 
-  Ilto  fnHhw  aid*nd,  tlia  il«7  ■'""'  TrilUB.  Ihil  Will,  CliMli 


rarl7  and  r^nj.  ■■ 


IT  Iha  ntl  onlrring 


Waller  rnlntr. 

THc  >nt  miflliiRor  Iha*  tawntmin.u  llinj 
"  Iha  M  <■>  'if  tlx  lim  mo.  (Janiur;]  tMI,"  wlit 
Rntirit  MnrrK"!"  oiiul'litDllDn  lur  Iha  ipnra  lot 
Itral  lot  I"  Iha  nril  dlrlnton. 

-  Tin  Wtti  of  (lia  mih  mo.  [I>ic«nl>er),  IHl,  at  a 


il  hara 


II  work  fc 


MInwrUiT  lorauli  laburrr.  from  Iha  Hril  day  of  HofawUnr  nnlll  Iha 
•nrt  di/of  FMimafj,  IM-adaj.anilfinlharMlnt  tlia  r^tlTbtadaT 

-  It  la  or««rrd  thai  Iha  irork  or  1  mm  and  a  man  fnr  a  rtajr  ('""•  "IH. 
ahllllaKamlaliiiiPiM;  and  Ihalfcnll  nx>n  andamiiHTCBihllllnita', 
■wl  fi-r  rliilit  i«an  ami  a  man,  iHrIiI  ridllliiKa." 

'Tho  liHh  of  Iha  mil  nil.  (Janiiarr  1,  init,  a(  a  mmtlnn  of  Ihr  Inwiia. 
■■«ill-aa>cr«<MB|vnthalall  ihoaalhaian-  nmlarwritten  h»a  fiirw 
frilad  Ihftr  lou  1,H  n-t  rp>idii(,  or  not  r«no»lBg  Ihrlr  ranililai  aoconl- 
Inibiatnrmarordrr.madalliaMlhof  IhaHth  monlh.  KWti  tharrkra 
«a  4e  aniw  opun  Ibani  for.  and  In  tha  babalfof  th<  lo»n,  lo  Iw  dia- 
laaad  at  —  Iba  lo-i.  ihall  Ihluk  naal.  only  pajlnf  Ih™  for  Ibair 


Janea  WalKar, 


all  nan   tlutt  tura  Iota  (luUd  opoB  Iho  nack  et  iaad,  ahall 
a  ID  mncb  f«in>  a>  Iha  nnmlvr  at  I'll  atraa  crnntlh  In,  hj  [ha  Itik 

"  II  li  anlend  Ilial  m>  man  almll  All  anj  traa  or  traai  wllhin  Iha 
■I>aca  of  alght  rodi  o[  (ha  ruad  and  ol  hooae-tol,  npan  Uia  forTallnrv 
M,  loraTarjImrallan  nllhont  IhacoiiHnl  or  IhaoviiaroT  Iha  IM." 

"Ilk  acrnad  Ihat  Kilwaid  Kannall  ahall  han  Iha  gnnind  Ihat  hia 
h'lina  Hanrlalh  opon,  and  an  mnch  of  Iha  braaillh  of  tha  (ntnnd  ti  fa* 
bath  rallad  In  In  tha  Hl|a  of  Uw  bill  tovarda  Iha  bnok." 

■"nialTlh  dxTof  IhalUh  mo.  [rahnaijl.  IMt,  at  a  tawn-mHtlnf 
Itnu  axraH  npun.  Iliat  whootar  faalh  nol  coDTrnlaiil  land  la  plant, 

Iho  tnwii  aRAln,  aiUwr  iipun  llaBlon'i  ntck  or  alia  upon  Iha  back  ilda 

"Tha  aeih  of  tha  lllh  mo.  [ralwnarj],  IS44,  al  a  mtallni:  of  (ha 
toTniman,  BIcbanI  Wrifhl,  Richard  Baoan,  Alaiandar  Wlochaiur. 
Wallar  Falmgr,  Wlllhn  Bmllh.  BdwanI  Smltb,  baing  praaanl.  II  li  or- 
darad  that  the  lawrdlnc  of  any  nan-a  land  In  Iha  town-book  a1<all  be  to 


It  ivill  be  oliscrrcd  llint  the  records  tliun  far  bear 
llie  Hnte  of  "  Seacuiik"  or  "  Seakutik."  Thoiigli  the 
prnprietorB  luiTchosed  thoir  litnd  of  the  I'lymouth 
Colony,  jBt  it  nppem  from  the  compact  nigncd  h; 
m  on  becoming  iiihtibitant«  of  "Seacimk"  thnt 
thpy  cmBidereil  thcinBclv(»  independiiiit  of  any  juris- 
diction but  tlieir  o(VD,  though  they  were  afterwards 
claimed  by  both  Plymouth  and  MaasachuBetls  Bay. 
Ill  1646  they  submitted  themselves  to  [he  juriBdiction 
of  tlie  Plyinoutti  court,  or  rather  wore  assigned  to  that 
by  the  Com  m  inn  ion  era  of  the  United  Coloniis,  mid 
were  incorporated  by  the  scripture  Dame  of  Rehoboth, 
ame  selected  by  Mr.  Newman;  for  said  he,  "  The 
lArd  Imlh  inadt  room/or  u$." 

Next  on  the  lovrn  records  follow  llie  registers  of  the 
Iniids  of  the  propricloni.  Here  we  find  the  following 
names:  Mr.  Alexnnder  Winchealcr,  Mr.  Howard, 
Peter  Hunt,  William  Cheesborough,  Ualph  Allin, 
John  Holbrooke,  John  Peram,  the  8(Jiool master, 
Matthew  Pratt,  William  Carpenter,  Samuel  Butter- 
wortli,  Edward  Patte-son,  James  Brnwne,  Richard 
Bowen,  Mr.  Bamiiel  Newman,  Mr.  Peck,  Abraham 
Martin,  John  Suttnii,  liobert  Morris,  John  Mat- 
Ihewes,  John  Fitch,  Robert  Titus,  George  Kcndricke, 
Robert  Sharp,  Thomas  Itlias,  the  Pastor,  Sl«phen 
Pnine,  F-dward  Smith,  Jnmes  Clarke,  William  Smith, 
th(!  noveniour,  ICdwanI  Bennett,  Obadiah  Holmos, 
Mr.  John  Browne,  Thomas  Cooper,  Thomas  iiol- 
brooke,  Thomas  Hett,  John  Allin,  John  Meggx,  Wil- 
liam Sabin,  Henry  Smith,  Zachary  Koades,  Edward 
Oilman,  8r.,  Thomas  Clifton,  Joseph  Torrey,  Widow 
Walker,  Richard  Ingram  (now  Ingraham),  the 
Teacher,  Thomaa  Loriiig,  Ralph  Shepherd,  John 
Reade,  John  Miller,  Richard  Wright. 

Ilaylies,  in  his  "  Memoir  of  Plymouth  Colony,"  has 
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inserted  Robert  Fuller  in  the  above  list,  but  the  date 
of  the  registry  of  his  land  is  not  till  1652,  tliough  it 
stands  on  the  record  in  the  place  he  has  assigned  to 
it.  The  name  of  Thomas  Wilmot  (now  written 
Willmarth)  is  also  found  in  the  same  list,  though  I 
am  confident  that  there  were  none  of  that  name  in 
town  at  80  early  a  period  as  1645 ;  and  another  name 
appears  to  have  been  erased,  and  this  written  over  it 
in  a  handwriting  of  more  modern  date. 

**  The  16th  of  the  1st  me.  [March  |,  .1645,  at  a  gen- 
eral meeting  of  the  towne  upon  public  notice  given, 
it  was  agreed  that  all  the  fence  in  the  general  field 
shall  be  fenced  by  the  28d  of  this  present  month  ;  and 
whosoever  shall  be  negligent,  and  not  repair  or  set 
up  his  fence  by  the  day  above  written,  shall  pay  six- 
pence for  every  rod  deficient,  and  the  damage  that  shall 
come  to  any  man  by  the  same." 

'*The  same  day,  the  men  after  mentioned  were 
made  choice  of  to  view  the  fences  and  to  judge  of  the 
sufficiency  of  them,  viz.:  Richard  Bowen,  Robert 
Titus,  William  Smith,  Capt  Wright,  Alexander 
Winchester,  Thomas  Bliss,  Stephen  Payne,  and 
Thomas  Copper." 

"  The  same  day  were  made  choice  of  for  townsmen 
those  men  whose  names  are  underwritten,  for  one 
whole  year,  viz. : 

Mr.  Browne.  Thomas  Cooper. 

Stephen  Payne.  William  Carpenter. 

Mr.  Henry  Smith.        Edward  Smith." 
Robert  Martin. 

"  The  16th  of  the  1st  mo.  [March],  1645,  it  was  agreed 
upon  by  the  towne  that  the  towne  shall  be  divided 
into  two  parts  for  the  making  of  the  foot  bridges  and 
the  keeping  of  them,  and  the  highways  leading  to 
them  to  be  done  by  the  whole  town;  the  division  to 
begin  at  the  Widow  Walker's,  and  so  on  to  Will. 
Carpenter's  and  so  on  to  half;  and  Robert  Martin  and 
Thomas  Cooper  were  made  choice  of  to  be  surveyors 
to  oversee  to  work." 

*'  The  9th  of  the  4th  mo.  [June],  1645,  at  a  meeting 
of  the  town  upon  public  notice  given,  those  seven  men 
underwritten  were  chosen  to  order  the  prudential 
affairs  of  the  town  for  half  a  year,  viz. : 
Mr.  John  Browne,  sen.       William  Cheesborough. 
Stephen  Payne.  Mr.  Alex.  Winchester. 

Richard  Wright.  Edward  Smith." 

Walter  Palmer. 

*'  The  same  day  lots  were  drawn  for  the  great  plain, 
beginning  upon  the  west  side;  and  he  that  is  first 
upon  the  west  side  shall  be  last  upon  the  east." 

The  lots  were  drawn  by  the  following  persons  in 
the  following  order,  viz.  : 

lU.  Hubert  Tituv. 

11.  Walter  Palmer. 

12.  James  Walker. 


1.  8t«i»lieu  Puyne. 

2.  Widow  Walker. 

3.  Robert  Blartiu. 


4.  Edward  Gtlman. 
6.  Ilttl|*h  Sheplierd. 

6.  Bidiurd  W right. 

7.  Abraham  Miirtin. 

8.  The  Teacher. 

9.  Will.  CariMiiter. 


13.  Alexander  Wiocbester. 

14.  Samuel  Uiitturworth. 
16.  William  Sabiii. 

16.  Thomaa  llitt. 

17.  Bdward  Smith. 

18.  Kdword  Bennett. 


19.  ThoaiM  GUfton. 
SO.  Johu  Oooko. 
XI.  Mr.  Brown*. 

82.  William  CheMboruucli. 

23.  Ralph  AUiu. 

24.  Jmmm  Browne. 

26.  The  OoTeruonr. 

20.  William  SmlUi. 

27.  John  Sutton. 

28.  Job  lAine. 

29.  Thorn.  Goopor. 

30.  Tbomaa  BHm. 

31.  John  Parom. 

32.  Joseph  Torroj. 

33.  John  Holbrooke. 

34.  Junm  Ghirke. 

36.  Edward  Sole. 

80.  George  Kendricke. 

37.  Mr.  Leonard. 
88.  Ricliarti  llowen. 


39.  Kdward  Potteoon. 
4U.  John  Reode. 

41.  John  Mtttthewi. 

42.  Matthew  PnUt. 
49.  Robert  Shorpe. 

44.  Ephraim  4  Peter  Hunt. 

46.  Zacbary  Rondee. 
48.  John  Megge. 

47.  Jobn  Miller. 

48.  Tlioutoe  Holbrooke. 

49.  The  Schooluiaater. 

60.  Mr.  Peck. 

61.  Richard  Ingram. 

62.  Isaac  Martin. 

63.  Jobn  Allin. 

64.  Mr.  Henry  SmiUi. 

66.  Mr.  Newman. 
60.  The  Povtor. 

67.  Obadiah  llolmee. 
M.  Robert  Murrltf. 


"26ih  of  the  10th  month  |Dcceinbcr|,  1G-I5,  at  a 
meeting  of  the  townsmen,  it  was  voted  that  the  house- 
lot  and  the  rest  of  the  accommodations  that  was  laid 
out  for  John  Sutton,  forasmuch  as  he  hath  not  come 
to  live  amongst  us,  nor  fulfilled  the  order  agreed  upon, 
and  bearing  date  the  24th  of  the  8th  month,  1643,  be 
granted  to  William  Devell." 

It  was  also  voted  the  same  day  "  that  a  fence  shall 
be  made  between  the  Indian  lands,  at  the  marked 
tree,  from  sea  to  sea,  by  the  last  day  of  the  2d 
month  next,  and  the  fence  of  five  rails  to  be  laid  out 
by  Robert  Martin  and  E^dward  Smith  and  2  more, 
and  they  shall  begin  at  the  east  side  of  the  neck,  and 
so  to  the  west.  Walter  Palmer  shall  do  the  first  fence, 
Abraham  Martin  the  second,  and  so  accordingly  as 
the  house-lots  fall  in  order  round  the  town;^  and  if 
any  man  shall  fail,  or  be  negligent  to  set  up  his  fence 
by  the  day  fixed,  he  shall  forfeit  for  every  rod  not  set 
up,  two  shillings,  to  be  employed  for  the  use  of  the 
town  by  the  townsmen  [one  line  here  illegible |,  and 
those  that  are  employed  for  the  setting  up  the  fence 
shall  have  an  abatement  in  their  fence  so  much  as 
comes  to  their  labor." 

"The  18th  of  the  12th  mo.  [February],  1646,  at  a 
meeting  of  the  towne,  it  was  agreed  to  draw  lots  for 
the  new  meadow,  and  to  be  divided  according  to  per- 
son and  estate,  only  those  that  were  under  XI 50 
estate  to  be  made  up  150.  They  were  drawn  as  fol- 
lowcth : 


"1.  Robert  Sliarp. 

2.  Nlchuloa  Ide. 

3.  Iiuac  Martin. 

4.  Mr.  Newman. 

6.  TliomuM  Clifbm. 
0.  Ralph  Allin. 

7.  Rultert  Fuller, 
b.  Etlwurd  Sale. 
0.  Judepli  Turruy. 

10.  Juhii  Fitch. 

11.  Alii-aham  Blartln. 

12.  Walter  Palmer. 


13.  William  Devili. 

14.  Kdward  Gilniau. 

16.  Richard  Bowlu. 
18.  Robert  Titus. 

17.  Robert  Martin. 

18.  Widow  Walker. 

19.  George  Robinauu. 

20.  TliuuiAn  CtH>p4;r. 

21.  OlHtdlah  Ifulmoe. 

22.  Stoiiheii  Paiiio. 

23.  Jmiiee  Itedwuie. 

24.  William  Sabln. 


1  The  town  \vu«  built  in  a  semicircular  funu,  aruuuil  whut  is  now 
tfoekuiik  (>>uiiiion  (the  suulli  cxtri'Uiltjr  uf  the  plain),  with  iho  niocting- 
houHe  and  parsouugo  in  the  centre,  the  semicircle  o)K*ning  towards 
Seekonk  or  Pawtucket  RiTer.  This  circle  was  afterwanls  called  **the 
ring  uf  the  tuwn." 
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2ft.  Robert  Whmtoii. 
2fi.  ThoniM  Rltaik 
27.  Widow  Bonn«t. 
2f.  Mr.  Henry  Pmlth. 

29.  Kflwnrd  Smith. 

30.  Ademla  Morris. 

31.  John  reram. 

32.  Peter  llnnt. 

33.  John  Miller. 

34.  Ricltard  Ingrain. 

STi.  Mr.  Alexund^r  Wincheetor. 


36.  George  Wright. 

37.  Zuchary  Rondet. 

38.  George  Kendricke. 

39.  John  Matthewse. 

40.  John  Dogget. 

41.  Robert  Abell. 

42.  Wlllimn  Onrpenter. 

43.  Mr.  Peck. 

44.  John  Allln. 

4r).  WlllUni  Clioeelwrongh. 
46.  Wnii«m  Smith.** 


**  The  24th  of  the  4th  mo.  [June],  1660,  at  a  town-meeting,  those  men 
aitderwrltten  were  choeen  towmmen  for  thif  year : 
**  Mr.  Browne.  Richard  Bowen. 

Mr.  Peek.  WlllUm  Smith. 

Stfplten  Payne.  Robert  Martin.** 

Tliomna  Goo|)er. 
"At  IIm*  mnte  ninrting  the  town  gave  |temilnilon  tii  thoHo  men  choaeu 
to  call  a  town-meeting  ao  often  aa  need  ahnll  require.** 
**  Tite  loth  mo.  [Ilecember],  16A0,  the  county  rate  wa«  agreed  o\i." 

At  the  same  meeting  it  was  voted  **  to  have  a  con- 
venient way,  four  rods  wide  (to  be  made  by  Edward 
8mith),  to  be  for  the  town'R  use,  or  any  that  shall 
have  occasion  to  pass  from  town  to  Providence,  or  to 
Mr.  Blackstone's." 

'*The  Iftth  day  of  the  let  mo.  [March],  1661,  at  a  towne  meeting.  It 
was  agreed  on  that  Peter  Hnnt  ahonld  accomfmny  Mr.  Browne  to  Plym- 
outh to  make  agreement  alioat  the  liidinn  coniplnintB.** 

"The  19th  day  of  the  3d  mo.  [May],  1651,  chosen  deputies  Stephen 
Payne  and  Richard  Bowen,  for  the  Court  at  Plymouth ;  Walter  Palmer 
and  Peter  Hunt  to  be  grand  Jnrymon.    Surveyors  for  the  highways, 
William  Smith  and  John  Read.*' 
"The  18lh  of  Octolter,  1661, these  were  chosen  townsmen,  via. : 
**  Mr.  Browne.  Thomas  Cooper. 

Mr.  Peck.  Richard  Bowen. 

Stephen  Payne.  Robert  Martin.** 

Peter  Hnnt. 
**  At  the  same  time  Peter  Hnnt  was  chosen  Town  Clerk.*' 
**  At  a  town-meeting  lawfully  warned,  the  12tli  of  December,  in  the 
year  1663,  roted  thai  the  price  of  com  should  be  60. ;  wheat,  6«. ;  rye,  4t. ; 
and  Indian  corn,  3t.  (prorlded  that  the  corn  be  airrent  and  merchant- 
able com).** 

**  At  the  same  time  those  men  were  chosen  to  be  townsmen,  vIk.  : 
**  Mr.  Brown.  Tliomas  Cooper.  William  Smith. 

Strphen  Payne.  William  Carpenter.        Robert  Martin.** 

Ricluml  Bowen. 
*'Tlie  KNh  of  the  11th  mo.  [January],  1623.    Voted  that  tlie  Indians 
that  kill  any  wolves  are  to  be  paid  out  of  the  rate  by  the  constable.*' 

*■  Jnne  the  26th,  l(t66.  At  a  town-meeting  It  was  agrsed  upon  that 
Mr.  llewman,0Qr  teacher,  should  have  fifty  pounds  a  year;  and  those 
seven  men  wliose  munes  are  hereto  appended  were  chosen  committees 
for  the  levying  of  a  rate  according  to  person  and  estate  for  the  raising 
of  said  maintenance: 

*■  Joseph  Psek.  Rolwrt  Martin. 

Thomas  Cooper.  Peter  Hunt. 

Richard  Bowen.  Will.  Sabln." 

Stephen  Payne. 
Feb.  22,  1666.    "The  following  persons  are  acoeptetl  as  freemen  of 
the  town,  to  take  np  their  freedom,  namely:  Joseph  Peck,  John  Peck, 
Henry  Smith,  Robert  Fnl]sr,John  Flteh, Stephen  Paine,  Jonathan  Bliss, 
William  Bnckland,  Rice  Leonard.** 

Jnne  22, 1668.  *'  At  a  town-mseting  lawfully  warned,  lots  were  drawn 
for  the  meadows  that  He  on  the  north  side  of  tlie  town,  in  order  as  fol- 
loweth,  according  to  person  and  estate : 


**!.  John  Peek. 
:;.  George  Robinson. 

3.  Robert  Abell. 

4.  MIrholas  Ids.  . 
6.  James  Rsddeway. 

6.  Jonathan  Bliss. 

7.  Mr.  Winchester's  children. 

8.  M  r.  Mewman. 

9.  George  Ksndriek. 


10.  Stephen  Payne,  sen. 

11.  John  Bntterworth. 

12.  John  Read. 

13.  Thomas  Wllraoth. 
14  John  Fitch. 

16.  Henry  Smith. 

16.  Will.  Carpenter,  sen. 

17.  John  Millard,  Jun. 

18.  Robert  Whsaton. 


19.  Richard  Bullock. 

20.  Robert  Martin. 

21.  John  Permm. 

22.  Richard  Bowen,  ssn. 

23.  Obadiah  Bowsn. 

24.  Anthony  Perry. 
26.  Joseph  Peck. 

26.  John  Matthews. 

27.  John  Allln. 

28.  Jfilin  Sutton. 

29.  Peter  Hunt 

30.  Tho.  Cooper,  Jr. 

31.  Wlll.Sabln. 

32.  Philip  Walker. 
3.3.  Daniel  Smith. 
34.  John  Dogget 


36.  Nicholas  Peck. 

36.  Rice  Leonard. 

37.  Robert  Jones. 
'38.  Frauds  Stevens. 

39.  Thomas  Cooper,  sen. 

40.  John  Woodcock. 

41.  Edward  Hall. 

42.  Stephen  Payne,  Jan. 

43.  Roger  Amadowne. 

44.  Richard  Bowen,  jr. 
46.  Robert  Fuller. 

46.  Will.  Biicklin. 

47.  Mr.  Peek. 

48.  John  Wlllard,  son. 

49.  Will.  Oarpsnter,  Jan.** 


Quit-Claim  Deed  from  King  Philip.— On  the 
30tli  of  March,  1668,  Philip,  who  had  succeeded  his 
brother  Alexander  as  sachem  of  the  Wampanoags  or 
Pokanokets,  as  they  are  sometimes  called,  confirmed 
to  tlie  town  the  purchase  of  the  "  eight  miles  square" 
made  of  Massasoit,  or  Ossamequin,  his  father,  in 
1641,  and  relinquished  all  claim  and  title  to  the  same 
by  giving  the  town  a  quit-claim  warrantee  deed. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  names  of  the  inhabit- 
ants and  proprietors  of  the  Towne  of  Rehoboth  having 
Rights  and  Titles  to  the  Measuages,  Tenements  and 
Lands  contained  in  the  quit-claim  deed  of  William 
Bradford  to  the  town  of  Rehoboth,  which  hath  been 
reade  and  allowed  in  a  full  Towne  Meeting,  fTebruary 
the  7th,  1689:  Mr.  Samuel  Angier,  Decon  Thomas 
Cooper,  Joseph  Peck,  sen'r,  .John  ffitch,  John  Wood- 
cock, sen'r,  Seij.  Thomas  Reade,  Oeorge  Kenricke, 
Nichollas  Ide,  sen'r,  George  Robinson,  sen'r,  Robert 
Wheaton,  Richard  Martin,  John  Peren,  Jonathan 
fHiller,  sen'r,  Enoch  Hunt,  John  Hunt,  Ephrahim 
Hunt,  Rice  Leonard,  Sam^.  Butterworth,  Philip  Wal- 
ker, fTrancis  Stevens,  sen'r,  John  Ormsby,  Nathaniel 
Chaffee,  Samuel  Sabin,  Serj.  Preserved  Able,  Daniell 
Reade,  Israll  Reade,  James  Sabin,  John  Sabin,  Noah 
Sabin,  The  Hieres  of  Thomas  Kenrick,  Samuel  Rob- 
inson, Mosses  Reade,  Mr.  Christopher  Sanders,  Jonah 
Palmer,  sen'r,  Samuell  Palmer,  Noah  Mason,  Samuell 
Mason,  Nicholas  Ide,  jun'r,  Sam'l  Millerd,  sen'r, 
SamM  Millerd,  jr.,  Johe  Hall,  John  Redway,  Sam'l 
Carpenter,  John  Tittus,  Samuell  Tittus,  Joseph  Tit- 
tus,  John  Carpenter,  Thomas  Grant,  John  Willmath, 
Samuel  Blisc,  Jonathan  Blise,  Joseph  Buckland, 
Samuell  Paine,  Joseph  Browne,  William  Carpenter, 
jr.,  Isack  Allen,  Thomas  Willmath,  jr.,  John  Wood- 
cock, jun'r,  Iserall  Woodcock,  Thomas  Woodcock, 
Jonathan  Woodcock,  Samuel  Newman,  jr.,  John 
Kinsley,  Timothy  Ide,  Jonathan  (Tuller,  jun.,  Jeremiah 
Wheaton,  John  Sliawe,  Joseph  Sabine,  Richard 
Whiteaker,  Samuel  Bullock,  Thomas  Ormsby,  Thomas 
Man,  Robert  Millerd,  sen'r,  Mr.  Henry  Sweeting, 
Jathniell  Peck,  Joshua  Smith,  John  Smith,  Richard 
Evens,  James  Thurber,  Sam'l  Bowen,  Jonathan  Will- 
math,  John  ffrench,  Joseph  Borsworth,  Joseph  Peck, 
jun'r,  Hezekiah  Pecke,  Richard  Bowen,  Thomas 
Bowen,  sen'r,  .John  Marten,  Jonah  Palmer,  jun'r, 
Samuel  Cooper,  Nathaniell  Perry,  John    Daggett, 
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Tlioinas  Cooper,  Joseph  Daggett,  Nathaniell  Daggett, 
Nutlmniell  Whitaker,  Eprahim  Wheaton,  Abiah  Car- 
penter, James  Carpenter,  Samson  Mason,  Joseph 
Muson,  Joseph  Buckland,  jun'r,  Bariik  Buckland, 
Sillas  Titus,  Nath.  Paine,  jun'r,  William  Robenson, 
Josiah  Carpenter,  ffrancis  Stevens,  jun'r,  Richard 
Bowen,  jun'r,  Joseph  Millerd,  Benjamin  Millerd, 
John  Buwen,  Benjamin  Robinson,  David  Newman, 
David  ffuller,  John  Jenkings,  John  Jonson,  Daniell 
Shepard,  sen.,  David  ffreeman,  James  Wilson,  James 
Welch,  John  Bullock,  John  Cal lender,  John  Bartlet's 
h  el  res. 

Orphans. — Thomas  Cooper  and  Nathaniel!  Cooper, 
sons  of  Nath.  Cooper,  The  Heires  of  Benjamin  Buck- 
land,  Sunuiell  ffuller.  The  Heires  of  Eldad  Kinsley, 
Jonathan  Carpenter,  David  Carpenter,  Sol lomon  Car- 
penter, Zacheriah  Carpenter,  Abraham  Carpenter, 
The  Heires  of  Robert  Joanes,  Daniell  Sabin,  son  of 
Nehemiah  Sabin,  John  ffuller,  Abiall  ffUUer,  Benja- 
min Paine,  George  Robinson,  Jr.,  Isake  Mason, 
Thomas  Bowen. 


CHAPTER    XXXIV.* 

REHOBOTH.— ((7oM<iiiH«d.) 
INDIAN  UISTOBY.s 

R«linbotli  in  the  War— Garrlton-Uoiue*— Biirnlagof  tb«T0WD— Plerce'i 
Fight— Pbilip  blalu  at  Mount  Hope— Capture  of  Auuawnn — Anmi- 
wall**  Rock  —  Col.  Benjamin  Gliurch  —  Ula  Aocouut  of  Aiiuawan*a 
Capture. 

Indian  War. — In  1675  commenced  the  bloody  and 
destructive  Indian  war  known  by  the  name  of 
''  Philip's  war.*'  Of  the  miseries  of  this  war  Reho- 
both,  from  its  proximity  to  Mount  Hope,  the  residence 
of  Philip,  or  Pometacom,  the  prime  mover  of  the  war, 
was  destined  to  suffer  its  full  share.  The  first  blood 
was  spilled  within  the  original  jurisdiction  of  Reho- 
both,  and  the  last  of  Philip's  generals,  the  stern  and 
intrepid  old  warrior  and  counselor  Annawan,  was 
captured  within  the  present  limits  of  the  same  town. 
During  this  war,  which  lasted  nearly  two  years,  the 
inhabitants  of  Rehoboth  were  kept  in  almost  constant 
alarm ;  a  number  of  them  were  at  different  times 
slain,  and  the  whole  town,  the  garrison -houses  ex- 
cepted, was  at  one  time  laid  in  ashes.  This  town  was 
also  the  scene  of  Pierce's  fight,  one  of  the  most  dis- 
astrous battles  to  the  English  that  occurred  during 
the  whole  war. 

The  *'  three  houses"  into  which  '*  the  inhabitants  of 
both  towns"  (Rehoboth  and  Swansea)  were  gathered, 
and  where  they  rendezvoused  during  the  war,  were 
called  garrison-houses.  They  were  fortified  and  con- 
tinually guarded  in  time  of  danger,  and  were  some- 

1  Condonaed  Truin  Bliaa*  History  of  Behoboth. 

s  See  Chapter  II.,  where  will  b«  found  the  Indian  liiatorj  of  the 
county.  Alio,  aee  liietory  of  Attlcborough  for  Indian  history  of  this 
section. 


times  so  strong  as  to  enable  a  few  men  to  sustain  a 
long  siege  against  a  large  body  of  savages.  The  three 
principal  garrison-houses  maintained  in  Rehoboth 
and  Swansea  during  Philip's  war,  and  which  were 
probably  meant  by  the  writer  last  quoted,  were  one 
in  Rehoboth  North  Purchase  (now  Attlcborough), 
called  **  Woodcock's  Garrison,"  another  on  the  south 
end  of  Seekonk  Plain  (now  Seekonk  Common),  and 
the  third  near  Miles'  Bridge,  in  the  northern  part  of 
Swansea ;  this  last  was  called  **  Miles'  Garrison,"  from 
the  Rev.  John  Miles,  tlie  minister  of  Swansea,  whose 
house  was  garrisoned.  It  stood  a  short  distance  west 
of  Miles'  Bridge,'  probably  near  the  site  of  the  tavern 
of  MasQn  Barney,  Esq.^  Woodcock's  Garrison  was 
named  from  John  Woodcock,  who  built  the  hcmso 
and  Occupied  it  before  the  war  and  alter  it  during 
his  life  for  a  public  tavern.  The  following  is  the 
record  of  the  license  granted  him  for  this  purpose  by 
the  court  of  Plymouth :  "  July  5,  1670.  John  Wood- 
cock is  allowed  by  the  Court  to  keep  an  Ordinary  at 
the  ten-mile  river  (so  called),  which  is  in  the  way 
from  Rehoboth  to  the  Bay ;  and  likewise  enjoined  to 
keep  good  order,  that  no  unruliness  nor  ribaldry  be 
permitted  there."  (Plymouth  Colony  Record.) 

This  garrison  was  in  Attlcborough,  near  the  Bap- 
tist meeting-house. 

The  principal  garrison-house  at  Seekonk  stood  on 
the  southeast  side  of  the  common. 

Several  other  houses  were  occupied  temporarily  as 
garrisons,  but  the  three  described  were  the  strongest, 
and  were  always  resorted  to  in  times  of  the  greatest 
danger. 

Church  mentions  a  Maj.  Brown's  Garrison,  where 
a  part  of  the  Plymouth  forces  on  their  arrival  at 
Swansea  were  posted.  Where  this  garrison  stood  it  is 
impossible  now  to  determine,  though  I  have  the  im- 
pression, from  the  fact  that  Mr.  Brown's  father  owned 
land  very  largely  at  Wannamoiset,  which  had  now 
descended  to  his  son,  that  it  was  in  the  same  part  of 
Swansea  with  Miles'  Garrison. 

Mr.  Baylies,  in  his  **  Memoir  of  Plymouth  Colony," 
vol.  il.,  pt.  3,  p.  83,  mentions  a  garrison  at  the  house  of 
one  Bourn,  at  Mattapoisctt,  twelve  miles  distant  from 
Swansea.  Though  in  this  he  follows  Hubbard  (133), 
yet  this  distance,  "twelve  miles,"  is  undoubtedly  an 
error.  Hubbard  in  another  place  calls  Mattapoisctt 
''  a  small  neck  of  land  in  the  bottom  of  Taunton 
Bay,  in  the  midway  between  Mount  Hope  and  Po- 
casset  Neck,"  and  mentions  it  as  being  twelve  milcM 
from  Rehoboth}    This  would  make  the  distance  be- 


^  This  bridge  iii  over  l'ulinor*8  Itiver,  alMut  tlireo  miles  north  of  War- 
ren, R.  I. 

*  la  the  year  1833,  in  digging  or  enlarging  a  cullur  on  this  s)>ot,  a  largo 
number  ut  cunnon-l^ills  were  dug  out  uf  the  ground,  which  luads  uie  to 
BupiHMe  that  this  was  the  site  of  the  gai'|isoii.  It  is  nut  mentioned  t»y 
any  hUtorinn  that  ainnoii  were  U6od  by  the  Knglinh  at  Swaiiseii  at  the 
tiniu  of  I'liilip's  war.  Hut  I  know  uf  no  oUiur  lairiMieu  for  which  tlK>eu 
lialls  could  have  l>eeii  du|iueili'd  tliere.  The  place  where  thuy  wuiu 
found  I  conjecture  to  have  been  the  Bi>ot  of  Mr.  Miles*  collar. 

6  liublMirU's  Narrative,  p.  7U. 
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twecn  Miles'  Garrison  and  Mattnpoisett  six  miles,  the 
former  being  six  miles  distant  from  Reiioboth,  and 
in  the  direction  of  the  latter.  Mattapoisett  Neck  is  the 
same  as  is  now  called  Gardner's  Neck,  in  Swansea, 
which  runs  into  Mount  Hope  Baj,  early  called  Taun- 
ton Bay. 

March  the  28th,  1G7G,  two  days  after  Fierce's  fight,* 
a  party  of  the  Indians,  crossing  the  river,  laid  the 
town  in  ashes,  burning  forty  houses  and  thirty  barns.' 
These  houses  were  around  the  "  Ring  of  the  Town," 
now  called  "  Seekonk  Common."  Only  two  houses 
were  left  standing,  the  garrison  house,  which  stood 
on  the  spot  where  the  house  of  Plianuel  Bishop  now 
stands,  and  another  house  on  the  south  end  of  the 
common,  which  was  preserved  by  black  sticks  having 
been  arranged  around  it,  so  as  to  give  it  at  a  distance 
the  ap|>eamnce  of  being  strongly  guarded.  The 
houses  were  set  on  fire,  as  tradition  informs  us,  early 
in  the  evening,  and  when  the  sun  arose  the  next 
morning  it  beheld  only  a  line  of  smoking  ruins. 

The  town  records  give  the  name  of  only  one 
|)erson  slain  by  the  Indians  at  this  time:  *' Robert 
Beers,  slain  y*  28  March,  1676."  Ho  was  an  Irish- 
man, and  a  brick-maker  by  trade.  It  is  said  that  he 
was  a  religious  but  eccentric  and  superstitious  man, 
and  that  on  the  approach  of  the  Indians  he  refused 
to  go  into  the  garrison  house,  but  sat  down  in  his 
own  house  with  his  Bible  in  his  hand,  believing  that 
while  ho  continued  reading  it  nothing  could  harm 
him.  He  was  shot  through  the  window,  and  fell 
with  his  Bible  in  his  hand. 

The  following  mention  of  the  burning  of  the  town 
by  the  Indians  on  the  28th  of  March  is  made  in  a 
letter  written  at  that  time  bv  the  council  of  war  at 

m 

Plymouth  to  Governor  Leverett,  of  Massachusetts 
Colony.  The  copy,  found  among  the  Winslow  papers, 
has  no  date,  but  from  the  contents  it  is  inferred  that 
it  was  written  on  the  Slst  of  March,  1676 :  "  Another 
messenger  with  sad  tidings,  at  the  heels  of  the  other, 
from  Rehoboth ;  that  town  in  flames,  28  instant,  soon 
after  daylight,  the  enemy  having  fech't  away  sundry 
cattle  the  day  before,  and  lay  all  night  in  their  hear- 
ing, burnt  sixty  houses  and  barns,  appeared  very  nu- 
merous, and  continued  lurking  thereabout  after  it." 

The  next  notice  of  the  Indians  relative  to  Reho- 
both found  in  history  is  that  "  in  the  road  to  Reho- 
both (in  their  march  from  Wrentham)  they  assaulted 
one  Woodcock's  house,  killed  one  man  and  one  of  his 
sons,  wounded  another,  and  burned  his  son's  house." 

The  Indian  war  in  this  quarter  was  now  fast  draw- 
ing to  a  close.  Philip,  the  prime  mover  of  the  war, 
was  slain  on  Saturday  morning,  Aug.  12,  1676,  at 
Mount  Hope,  and  Annawan,  the  last  and  bravest  of 
his  generals,  was  taken  captive  on  Monday  evening 
of  the  28th,  in  Rehoboth.  The  rock  where  he  was 
taken  is  still  known  to  all  the  country  round  by  the 
name  of  "  Annawan's  rock."    This  rock  lies  in  the 


*  8e«  Attl«bonnigh. 


t  Hnbliartri  MarrmUTe,  p.  126. 


southeasterly  part  of  Rehoboth,  near  the  confines  of 
Dighton,  a  few  rods  south  of  the  new  turnpike  from 
Taunton  to  Providence,  about  eight  miles  from  the 
former  and  ten  miles  from  the  latter  place.  It  is  on 
the  northern  border  of  a  great  swamp  called  Squan- 
nakonk,  by  which  it  is  rendered  inaccessible  except  on 
the  northern  side.  This  side  can  be  seen  from  the 
turnpike,  and  is  easily  ascended,  sloping  gradually 
away  from  its  summit  to  its  base,  at  an  angle  of  about 
35°.  The  whole  rock  extends  northeast  and  south- 
west seventy  or  eighty  feet,  and  its  height  is  twenty- 
five  or  thirty  feet.  It  is  composed  of  sand  and  peb- 
bles. A  part  of  its  southeast  side  projects  a  little 
over  its  base,  while  on  the  northeast  it  seems  at  no 
very  distant  period  to  have  tumbled  down  in  large 
clefts.  Near  its  southeast  extremity  is  an  opening  of 
an  angular  form,  resembling  the  corner  of  a  room, 
with  sides  nearly  perpendicular.  In  this,  it  is  said, 
Annawan  and  his  men  had  encamped.  In  one  of 
the  perpendicular  sides  of  this  opening  is  an  excava- 
tion or  fissure,  narrow  at  the  bottom,  and  widening 
gradually  upwards,  and  commencing  so  near  the 
ground  as  to  make  a  very  convenient  seat.  This  is 
called  *'  Annawan's  chair,"  for  it  is  said  that  in  this 
Annawan  used  to  sit.  Within  the  large  angular 
opening  or  corner,  some  years  since,  stood  a  large 
tree,  covered  for  several  feet  from  the  ground  with 
the  names  of  many  who  had  visited  the  rock,  and 
whose  passion  for  immortality  had  prompted  them 
"to  give  in  trust  their  names"  to  this  reverend  senti- 
nel of  the  place.  But  the  "September  gale"  of  1815 
prostrated  this  ancient  chronicler  of  the  rock,  and  an 
uprooted  stump  now  marks  the  place  where  it  stood. 
It  is  probable  that  this  tree  grew  since  the  days  of 
Annawan,  as  it  occupied  a  large  share  of  the  angle. 
Small  bushes  still  grow  from  the  seams  on  the  top 
and  in  the  steep  side  of  the  rock,  as  in  the  days  of 
Church.  Till  lately  a  thin  scattering  wood  grew 
around  it,  and  near  to  the  east  and  south  was  a  thick 
forest,  which  seemed  to  make  it  even  then  a  fitting 
abode  for  savages.  But  these  have  within  a  year  or 
two  all  yielded  to  "  the  woodman's  axe,"  and  the  re- 
treat of  Annawan  now  looks  lonely  and  desolate.  It 
is  frequently  visited  by  the  curious  and  the  gay,  and 
the  rock  where  the  rude  Indian  once  trod  is  now 
often  pressed  by  the  soft  foot  of  the  American  fair. 
The  nearest  inhabitant  to  this  rock  is  Deacon  Asahel 
Bliss.    (Bliss  in  1838.) 

Annawan  was  of  the  tribe  of  the  Wampanoags, 
and  had  been  greatly  distinguished  as  a  warrior  and 
counselor  under  M&ssasoit,  and  was  "  Philip's  great 
captain"  in  this  war.  He  is  first  mentioned  in  the 
annals  of  Philip's  war  by  Church,  in  describing  the 
skirmish  in  which  Philip  was  slain :  "  One  of  the 
enemy,  who  seemed  to  be  a  great  surly  old  fellow, 
hallooed  with  a  loud  voice,  and  often  called  out, 
**Ioota»h,  lootash  /"  Capt  Church  called  to  his  In- 
dian, Peter,  and  asked  him  who  that  was  called  so. 
He  answered  that  it  was  old  Annawan,  Philip's  great 
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captain,  calling  to  his  soldiers  to  stand  to  it,  and  fight 
stoutly."  The  best  authority  for  the  circumstances  of 
the  capture  of  Annawan  is  found  in  the  account  writ- 
ten under  the  direction  of  the  old  warrior,*  to  whose 
valor  the  glory  of  the  achievement  belongs. 

**  Capt.  Church/'  says  the  narrative,  "  had  been  but 
a  little  while  at  Plimouth  (after  the  death  of  Philip) 
before  a  post  from  Behoboth  came  to  inform  the 
Governour  that  old  Annawan,  Philip's  chief  captain, 
was  with  his  company  ranging  about  their  woods, 
and  was  very  offensive  and  pernicious  to  Behoboth 
and  Swanzey.  Capt.  Church  was  immediately  sent 
for  again,  and  treated  with  to  engage  in  one  expedi- 
tion more.  He  told  them  their  encouragement  was 
so  poor  he  feared  his  soldiers  would  be  dull  about 
going  again.  But  being  a  hearty  friend  to  the  cause, 
he  rallied  again,  goes  to  Mr.  Jabez  Howland,  his  old 
lieutenant,  and  some  of  his  soldiers  that  used  to  go 
out  with  him,  told  them  how  the  case  was  circum- 
stanced, and  that  he  had  intelligence  of  old  Anna- 
wan's  walk  and  haunt,  and  wanted  hands  to  hunt 
him.  They  did  not  want  much  entreating,  but  told 
him  they  would  go  with  him  as  long  as  there  was  one 
Indian  left  in  the  woods.  He  moved  and  ranged 
through  the  woods  to  Pocasset. 

"  It  being  the  latter  eud  of  the  week,  he  proposed 
to  go  on  to  lihode  Island  and  rest  until  Monday;  but 
on  the  Lord's  day  morning'  there  came  a  post  to 
inform  the  captain  that  early  the  same  morning  a 
canoe  with  several  Indians  in  it  passed  from  Pru- 
dence Island'  to  Poppasquash*  Neck.  Capt.  Church 
thought  if  he  could  possibly  surprise  them  he  might 
probably  gain  some  intelligence  of  more  game,  there- 
fore he  made  all  possible  speed  after  them.  The  ferry- 
boat being  out  of  the  way  he  made  use  of  canoes. 
But  by  that  time  they  had  made  two  freights  and  had 
got  over  about  fifteen  or  sixteen  of  his  Indians  the 
wind  sprung  up  with  such  violence  that  canoes  could 
no  more  pass.  The  captain  seeing  it  was  impossible 
for  any  more  of  his  soldiers  to  come  to  him,  he  told 
his  Indians  if  they  were  willing  to  go  with  him  he 
would  go  to  Poppasquash  and  see  if  they  could  catch 
some  of  the  enemy  Indians.  They  were  willing  to  go 
but  were  sorry  they  had  no  English  soldiers.^  So 
they  marched  through  the  thickets  that  they  might 


1  Col.  Benjamin  Church  wm  born  at  Duxbury,  If •■■.,  in  1039,  and  died 
Jan.  17, 1717,  In  the  Hoveuty-eighth  year  of  hi«  ac«i  •(  LtUle  Goniptou, 
K.  I.  He  married  Mlia  Alice  Southworth,  and  had  Ave  tuna  and  a 
daughter.  Iliit  daring  and  intrepidity  can  icarca  find  an  equal  in  our 
annalH.  He  wiia  particularly  dbtiuguished  in  Phillp'a  war, and  waa  a(ter> 
warda  »ent  on  an  expedition  agaiuit  the  Baatern  Indiana.  (Church's  Hint 
or  Philip**  war.)  William  Church,  Esq.,  of  Providence,  R.  I.,  and  Church 
Gray,  Esq.,  of  Seekonk,  are  lineal  deacendauta  of  this  hero,  the  former 
by  the  father's  and  the  latter  by  the  mother's  side. 

>  August  27th. 

*  An  island  in  Narragansett  Bay,  tothetonthwestof  Warren  and  Bris- 
tol, about  six  milos  in  length. 

<  A  long  narrow  neck  or  peninsula,  extending  Into  tlia  Narragansett 
Bay,  on  the  west  of  Bristol,  and  betweau  Bristol  and  Warren. 

*  They  had  one  or  more  Kuglislimen  in  their  company,  as  will  be 
presently  seen. 


not  be  discovered,  until  they  came  Unto  the  salt 
meadow  to  the  northward  of  Bristol  town,  that  now 
is,  then  they  heard  a  gun ;  the  captain  looked  about, 
not  knowing  but  it  might  be  some  of  his  owu  com- 
pany in  the  rear.  80  halting  till  they  all  came  up, 
he  found  it  was  none  of  his  company  that  fired. 

"Now,  though  he  had  but  a  few  men,  he  waa 
minded  to  send  some  of  them  out  on  a  scout.  He 
moved  it  to  Capt  Lightfoot  to  go  with  three  more  on 
a  scout ;  he  said  he  was  willing,  provided  the  cap- 
tain's man,  Nathaniel  (which  was  an  Indian  they  had 
lately  taken),  might  be  one  of  them,  because  he  waa 
well  acquainted  with  the  Neck,  and  coming  lately 
from  among  them  knew  how  to  call  them. 

'*  The  captain  bid  him  choose  his  three  companions 
and  go,  and  if  they  came  across  any  of  the  enemy  not 
to  kill  if  they  could  possibly  be  taken  alive,  that  they 
might  gain  intelligence  concerning  Annawan.  The 
captain  with  the  rest  of  his  company  moved  but  u 
little  way  further  toward  Poppasquash  before  they 
heard  another  gun,  which  seemed  to  be  the  same 
way  with  the  other,  but  farther  oflT;  but  they  made 
no  halt  until  they  came  unto  the  narrow  of  Poppa- 
squash Neck,  where  Capt.  Church  left  three  men 
more  to  watch  if  any  should  come  out  of  the  Neck 
and  to  inform  the  scout  when  they  returned  which 
way  he  was  gone. 

**  He  posted  the  remainder  of  his  company,  half  on 
one  side  of  the  Neck,  and  the  other  with  himself  went 
on  the  other  side,  until  they  met,  and,  meeting  with 
neither  Indians  nor  canoes,  returned  with  big  expec- 
tations of  tidings  by  their  scout.  But  when  they  came 
back  to  the  three  men  ut  the  narrow  of  the  NiH;k,  they 
told  their  captain  the  scout  was  not  returned  and  had 
heard  nor  seen  anything  of  them ;  this  filled  them 
with  thoughts  of  what  should  become  of  them.  By 
that  time  they  had  sat  and  waited  an  hour  longer ; 
it  was  very  dark  and  they  despaired  of  their  return- 
ing to  them. 

**  Some  of  the  Indians  told  their  captain  they  feare<l 
his  new  man,  Nathaniel,  had  met  with  his  old  Mount 
Hope  friends  and  was  turned  rogue.  They  concluded 
to  make  no  fires  that  night  (and  indeed  they  had  no 
great  need  of  any),  for  they  had  no  victuals  to  cook, 
not  so  much  as  a  morsel  of  bread  with  them. 

"  They  took  up  their  lodgings  scattering,  that  if  pos- 
sibly their  scout  should  come  in  the  night  and  whistle 
(which  was  their  sign)  some  or  other  of  them  might 
hear  them.  They  had  a  very  solitary,  hungry  night, 
and  as  soon  as  the  day  broke'  they  drew  oil'  through 
the  brush  to  a  hill  without  the  Neck,  and  looking 
about  them  they  espied  one  Indian  man  come  run- 
ning somewhat  towards  them.  The  captain  ordered 
one  man  to  step  out  and  show  himself.  Upon  this 
the  Indian  ran  right  to  him.  And  who  should  it  be 
but  Capt.  Ijightfoot,  to  their  great  joy.  Capt.  Church 
asked  him  what  news?     He  answered, '  Good  news'; 


*  Mondny,  August  28th. 
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they  were  all  well,  and  had  catched  ten  Indians ;  and 
that  they  guarded  them  all  night  in  one  of  the  flankers 
of  the  old  Knglish  garrison  ;*  that  their  prisoners  were 
a  part  of  Annawan's  company,  and  that  they  had  led 
their  families  in  a  swamp  above  Metapoiset  Neck,' 
and  as  they  were  marching  towards  the  old  garrison 
Lightfoot  gave  Capt.  Church  a  particular  account  of 
their  exploit,  viz. :  that  presently  after  they  left  him 
they  heard  another  gun,  which  seemed  towards  the 
Indian  burying-place,  and  moving  that  way  they  dis- 
covered two  of  the  enemy  flaying  of  a  horse.  The 
scout  clapping  into  the  brush,  Nathaniel  bid  them 
sit  down,  and  he  would  presently  call  all  the  Indians 
thereabout  him.  They  hid,  and  he  went  a  little  dis- 
tance back  from  them  and  set  up  his  note  and  howled 
like  a  wolf.  One  of  the  two  immediately  left  his  horse 
and  came  running  to  see  who  was  there ;  but  Nathan- 
iel, howling  lower  and  lower,  drew  him  in  between 
those  that  lay  in  wait  for  him,  who  seized  him. 
Nathaniel  continuing  the  same  note,  the  other  left 
the  horse  also,  following  his  mate,  and  met  with  the 
same.  When  they  caught  these  two  they  examined 
them  apart  and  found  them  to  agree  in  their  story, — 
that  there  were  eight  more  of  them  come  down  into 
the  Neck  to  get  provisions,  and  had  agreed  to  meet 
at  the  burying-place  that  evening.  These  two  being 
aome  of  Nathaniel's  old  acquaintance,  he  had  great 
influence  upon  them,  and  with  his  enticing  story 
(telling  what  a  brave  captain  he  had,  how  bravely 
he  lived  since  he  had  been  with  him,  and  how  much 
they  might  better  their  condition  by  turning  to  him, 
etc),  )>ersuadod  and  engaged  them  to  be  on  his  side, 
which,  indeed,  now  began  to  be  the  better  side  of  the 
hedge.  They  waited  but  a  little  while  before  they 
espied  the  rest  of  theirs  coming  up  to  the  burying- 
place  ;  and  Nathaniel  soon  howled  them  in,  as  he  had 
done  their  mates  before. 

"  When  Capt.  Church  came  to  the  garrison  he  met 
liis  lieutenant'  and  the  rest  of  his  company.  And 
then  making  up  good  fires  they  fell  to  roasting  their 
horse  beef,  enough  to  last  them  a  whole  day,  but  had 
not  a  morsel  of  bread,  but  though  salt  they  had 
(which  they  always  carried  in  their  pockets,  which 
at  this  time  was  very  acceptable  to  them). 

"  Their  next  motion  was  towards  the  place  where 
the  prisoners  told  them  they  had  left  their  women  and 
children,  and  surprised  them  all  and  some  others  that 
were  newly  come  to  them.  And  upon  examination 
they  held  to  one  story,  that  it  was  hard  to  tell  where 
to  find  Annawan,  for  he  never  roosted  twice  in  a  place. 

"  Now  a  certain  Indian  soldier  that  Capt.  Church 
had  gained  over  to  be  on  his  side  prayed  that  he 


*  Thif  fort  WM  bnlit  In  Jnnt,  1675,  by  the  Boston  and  Pljmonth  troopa, 
who  were  lent  to  the  dtfouM  of  8wanM«  on  the  flnt  breaking  out  of  the 


*  In  Swabtca. 

s  Mr.  Jab«x  Howland.  rroni  this  it  appeara  that  Chnrch  had  at  leaat 
ona  Knglbhrnan  with  him  In  thli  (txpodltlou,and  wa  ihall  praaantlj  see 
that  ha  had  anolhar. 


might  have  liberty  to  go  and  fetch  his  father,  who,  he 
said,  was  about  four  miles  from  that  place  in  a  swamp, 
with  no  other  than  a  young  squaw.  Capt.  Church 
inclined  to  go  with  him,  thinking  it  might  be  in  his 
way  to  gain  some  intelligence  of  Annawan,  and  so 
taking  one  Englishman  and  a  few  Indians  with  him, 
leaving  the  rest  there,  he  went  with  his  new  soldier  to 
look  after  his  father. 

*'  When  he  came  to  the  swamp  he  bid  the  Indian  go 
to  see  if  he  could  find  his  father.  He  was  no  sooner 
gone  but  Church  discovered  a  track  coming  down  out 
of  the  woods,  upon  which  he  and  his  little  company 
lay  close,  some  on  one  side  of  the  track  and  some  on 
the  other.  They  heard  the  Indian  soldier  making  a 
howling  for  his  father,  and  at  length  somebody  an- 
swered him ;  but  while  they  were  listening  they 
thought  they  heard  somebody  coming  towards  them ; 
presently  they  saw  an  old  man  coming  up  with  a  gun 
on  his  shoulder  and  a  young  woman  following  in  the 
track  in  which  they  lay  by.  They  let  them  come  up 
between  them,  and  then  started  up  and  laid  hold  of 
them  both.  Capt.  Church  immediately  examined 
them  apart,  telling  them  what  they  must  trust  to  if 
they  told  false  stories.  He  asked  the  young  woman 
what  company  they  came  from  last?  She  said, '  From 
Capt.  Annawan's.'  He  asked  her  how  many  there 
were  in  company  with  him  when  she  lefl  him  ?  She 
said,  *  Fifty  or  sixty.'  He  asked  her  how  many  miles 
it  was  to  the  place  where  she  lefl  him?  She  said  she 
did  not  understand  miles,  but  that  he  was  up  in 
Squaunaconk  Swamp.* 

"  The  old  man,  who  had  been  one  of  Philip's  Coun- 
cil, upon  examination,  gave  exactly  the  same  account. 
Capt.  Church  asked  him  if  they  could  get  there  that 
night?  He  said  if  they  went  presently  and  traveled 
stoutly  they  might  get  there  by  sunset  He  asked 
whither  he  was  going?  He  answered  that  Annawan 
had  sent  him  down  to  look  for  some  Indians  that  were 
gone  down  into  Mount  Hope  Neck  to  kill  provisions. 
Capt.  Church  let  him  know  that  these  Indians  were 
all  his  prisoners. 

"  By  this  time  came  the  Indian  soldier  and  brodght 
his  father  and  one  Indian  more.  The  captain  was 
now  in  a  great  strait  of  mind  what  to  do  next;  he  had 
a  mind  to  give  Annawan  a  visit  now  he  knew  where 
to  find  him.  But  his  company  was  very  small,  but 
half  a  dozen  men  beside  himself,  and  was  under  a 
necessity  to  send  somebody  back  to  acquaint  his  lieu- 
tenant and  company  with  his  proceedings.  However, 
he  asked  his  small  company  that  were  with  him 
whether  they  would  willingly  go  with  him  and  give 
Annawan  a  visit?  They  told  him  they  were  always 
ready  to  obey  his  commands,  etc.,  but,  withal,  told 
him  that  they  knew  this  Capt  Annawan  was  a  great 
soldier,  that  he  had  been  a  valiant  captain  under 
Asuhmequin,*  Philip's  father,  and  that  he  had  been 

*  Thla  li  a  large  swamp  In  the  southeaaterly  part  of  Bahoboth. 

*  nil  name  ha*  been  Tarlootly  written  aa  Ainhmeqain,  Onamaqnln 
or  Oeameqnin,  Ooeamaqaen,  Oa»mekln,  Owtamaqain,  Ooiiameqnlna,  Ua- 
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Philip's  chieflun  all  this  war.  A  very  subtile  man,  of 
great  resolution,  and  had  oftea  said  that  he  would 
never  be  taken  alive  by  the  English.  And,  more- 
over, they  knew  that  the  men  that  were  with  him 
were  resolute  fellows,  some  of  Philip's  chief  soldiers, 
and  therefore  feared  whether  it  was  practicable  to 
make  an  attempt  upon  him  with  so  small  a  handful 
of  assailants  as  were  now  with  him.  Told  him  fur- 
ther that  it  would  be  a  pity  that,  after  all  the  great 
things  he  had  done,  he  should  throw  away  his  life  at 
last.  Upon  which  he  replied  that  he  doubted  not 
Annawan  was  aiiubtile  and  valiant  man;  that  he  had 
a  long  time,  but  in  vain,  sought  for  him,  and  never 
till  now  could  find  his  quarters,  and  he  was  very  loth 
to  miss  of  the  opportunity;  and  doubted  not  but  that 
if  they  would  cheerfully  go  with  him  the  same  Al- 
mighty Providence  that  had  hitherto  protected  and 
befriended  them  would  do  so  still,  etc. 

**  Upon  this  with  one  consent  they  said  they  would 
go.  Capt.  Church  then  turned  to  one  Cook,  of  Plym- 
outh (the  only  Englishman  then  with  him),  and 
asked  him  what  he  thought  of  it.  He  replied,  'Sir, 
I  am  never  afraid  of  going  anywhere  when  you  are 
with  me.'  Then  Capt.  Church  asked  the  old  Indian 
if  he  could  carry  his  horse  with  him.  (For  he  con- 
veyed a  horse  thus  far  with  him.)  He  replied  that  it 
was  impossible  for  a  horse  to  pass  the  swamps.  There- 
fore he  sent  away  his  new  Indian  soldier  with  his 
father  and  the  captain's  horse  to  his  lieutenant,  and 
orders  for  him  to  move  to  Taunton  with  the  prisoners, 
to  secure  them  there,  and  to  come  out  in  the  Reho- 
both  road,  in  which  he  might  expect  to  meet  him  if 
he  were  alive  and  had  success. 

''The  captain  then  asked  the  old  fellow  if  he 
would  pilot  him  unto  Annawan.  He  answered 
that  he  having  given  him  his  life,  he  was  obliged 
to  serve  him.  He  bid  him  move  on,  and  they  fol- 
lowed. The  old  man  would  out-travel  them  so  far 
sometimes  that  they  were  almost  out  of  sight  Look- 
ing over  his  shoulder  and  seeing  them  behind  he 
would  halt. 

''  Just  as  the  sun  was  setting  the  old  man  made  a 
full  stop  and  sat  down.  The  company  coming  up 
also  sat  down,  being  all  weary.  Capt.  Church  asked, 
'  What  news  ?'  He  answered,  that  about  that  time  in 
the  evening  Capt.  Annawan  sent  out  his  scouts  to  see 
if  the  coast  were  clear,  and  as  soon  as  it  began  to 
grow  dark  the  scout3  returned, '  and  then,'  said  he, 
*  we  may  move  securely.'  When  it  began  to  grow 
dark  the  old  man  stood  up  again,  and  Capt.  Church 
asked  him  if  he  would  take  a  gun  and  fight  for  him. 
He  bowed  very  low,  and  prayed  him  not  to  impose 
such  a  thing  upon  him  as  to  fight  against  Capt.  An- 
nawan, his  old  friend.  '  But,'  says  he, '  I  will  go  along 
with  you  and  be  helpful  to  you,  and  will  lay  hands  on 
any  man  that  shall  offer  to  hurt  you.'  " 

■amequen,  Waasamegin,  etc.  But  the  name  by  which  he  la  most  com- 
monly known  In  history  Is  Blawwnolt  or  Maasaaoit.  For  an  account  of 
the  life  of  this  "  good  old  chief,"  see  Drake's  "  Book  of  the  Indians." 


It  being  now  pretty  dark,  they  moved  close  together. 
Anon  they  heard  a  noise.  The  captain  stayed  the  old 
man  with  his  hand  and  asked  his  own  men  what  noise 
they  thought  it  might  be?  They  concluded  it  to  be 
the  pounding  of  a  mortar.  The  old  man  had  given 
Capt.  Church  a  description  of  the  place  where  Anna- 
wan now  lay,  and  of  the  difficulty  of  getting  at  him. 
Being  sensible  that  they  were  pretty  near  them,  with 
two  of  his  Indians  he  creeps  to  the  edge  of  the  rocks, 
from  whence  he  could  see  their  camps.  He  saw  three 
companies  of  Indians  at  a  little  distance  from  each 
other,  being  easy  to  be  discovered  by  the  light  of  their 
fires.  He  saw  also  the  great  Annawan  and  his  com- 
pany, who  had  formed  his  camp  or  kenneling-place 
by  felling  a  tree  under  the  side  of  the  great  cliffs  of 
rocks  and  setting  a  row  of  birch- bushes  up  against  it, 
where  he  himself,  his  son,  and  some  of  his  chiefs  had 
taken  up  lodgings,  and  made  great  fires  without  them, 
and  had  their  pots  and  kettles  boiling  and  spits  roast- 
ing. Their  arms,  also  he  discovered,  all  set  together 
in  a  place  fitted  for  the  purpose,  standing  up  on  end 
against  a  stick  lodged  in  two  crotches,  and  a  mat 
placed  over  them  to  keep  them  from  the  wet  or  dew. 
The  old  Annawan's  feet  and  his  son's  head  were  so 
near  the  arms  as  almost  to  Umcli  them. 

"The  rocks  were  so  steep  that  it  was  impossible 
to  get  down,  only  as  they  lowered  themselves  by  the 
boughs  and  the  bushes  that  grew  in  the  cracks  of  the 
rocks.  Capt.  Church,  creeping  back  again  to  the  old 
man,  asked  him  if  there  were  no  possibility  of  getting 
at  them  some  other  way.  He  answered, '  No.'  That 
he  and  all  that  belonged  to  Annawan  were  ordered  to 
come  that  way,  and  none  could  come  any  other  way 
without  difficulty  or  danger  of  being  shot. 

"  Capt.  Church  then  ordered  the  old  man  and  his 
daughter  to  go  down  foremost  with  their  baskets  at 
their  backs,  that  wheu  Annawan  saw  them  with  their 
baskets  he  should  not  mistrust  the  intrigue.  Capt. 
Church  and  his  handful  of  soldiers  crept  down  also 
under  the  shadow  of  those  two  and  their  baskets. 
The  captain  himself  crept  close  behind  the  old  man, 
with  his  hatchet  in  his  hand,  and  stepped  over  the 
young  man's  head  to  the  arms.  The  young  Anna- 
wan discovering  of  him,  whipped  his  blanket  over 
his  head  and  shruuk  up  in  a  heap.  The  old  Capt. 
Annawan  started  up  and  cried  out '  llowoh  !'  *  And 
despairing  of  escape,  threw  himself  back  again  and 
lay  silent  until  Capt.  Church  had  sccure<1  all  the 
arms,  etc.  And  having  secured  that  company,  he 
sent  his  Indian  soldiers  to  the  other  fires  and  com- 
panies, giving  them  instructions  what  to  do  and  May. 
Accordingly  they  went  into  the  niid«t  of  them.  When 
they  discovered  themselves  who  they  were,  they  told 
them  that  their  Capt.  Annawan  was  taken,  and  it 
would  be  best  for  them  quietly  and  peaceably  to  sur- 

1  This  word  signiflud  welconte.  Among  the  tribus  of  the  West  the  same 
word  is  now  used  to  signify  aiiprolmtiun.  Thus  when  a  speech  In  made 
which  ideuMOM  thdui,at  tho  end  of  each  |Miragra|ih  they  exclaim, "  Ilouhf 
Ilouh  1"— li'«/«rj  TtaveU  in  America. 
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render  themselyefi,  which  would  procure  good  quar- 
tern for  them.  Otherwise,  if  they  should  pretend  to 
resist  or  make  their  escape,  it  would  be  in  vain,  and 
they  conld  expect  no  other  but  that  Capt.  Church, 
with  his  great  army,  who  had  now  entrapped  them, 
would  cut  them  to  pieces.  Told  them  also  if  they 
would  submit  themselves  and  deliver  up  all  their 
arms  unto  them  and  keep  every  man  in  his  place 
until  it  was  day,  they  would  assure  them  that  their 
Capt.  Church,  who  had  been  so  kind  to  themselves 
when  they  surrendered  to  him,  should  be  as  kind  to 
them.  Now  they  being  old  acquaintance,  and  many 
of  them  relations,  did  much  the  readier  give  heed  to 
what  they  said,  complied  and  surrendered  up  their 
arms  unto  them,  both  their  guns  and  hatchets,  etc., 
and  were  forthwith  carried  to  Capt  Church. 

*'  Things  being  so  far  settled,  Capt.  Church  asked 
Annawan  '  what  he  had  for  supper  ?  For,'  said  he, 
*  I  am  come  to  sup  with  you.'  *  7\inbnt\ '  said  Anna- 
wan,  with  a  big  voice,  and  looking  about  upon  his 
women  bid  them  hasten  and  get  Capt.  Church  and 
his  company  some  supper.  He  then  turned  to  Capt. 
Church  and  asked  him  whether  he  would  eat  cow 
beef  or  horse  beef.  The  captain  told  him  cow  beef 
would  be  the  most  acceptable.  It  was  soon  got  ready, 
and  pulling  his  little  bag  of  salt  out  of  his  pocket, 
which  was  all  the  provision  he  had  brought  with 
liim,  this  seasoned  his  cow  beef.  So  that  with  it  and 
the  dried  corn,  which  the  old  squaw  was  pounding  in 
Uie  mortar  while  they  were  sliding  down  the  rocks, 
he  made  a  very  hearty  supper.  And  this  pounding 
in  the  mortar  proved  lucky  for  Capt.  Church's  getting 
down  the  rocks,  for  when  the  old  squaw  pounded  they 
moved,  and  when  she  ceased  to  turn  the  corn  they 
ceased  creeping.  The  noise  of  the  mortar  prevented 
the  enemy's  hearing  their  creeping,  and  the  corn  be- 
ing now  dressed,  supplied  the  want  of  bread  and 
gave  a  fine  relish  with  the  cow  beef. 

"Supper  being  over,  Capt.  Church  sent  two  of  his 
men  to  inform  the  other  companies  that  he  had  killed 
Philip  and  taken  their  friends  in  Mount  Hope  Neck, 
but  had  spared  their  lives,  and  that  he  had  subdued 
now  all  the  enemy  (he  supposed)  except  this  company 
of  Annawan,  and  now  if  they  would  be  orderly  and 
keep  their  places  until  morning  they  should  have  good 
quarter,  and  that  he  would  carry  them  to  Taunton, 
where  they  might  see  their  friends  again,  etc. 

"  The  messengers  returned  that  the  Indians  yielded 
to  his  proposals. 

'*  Capt.  Church  thought  it  was  now  time  for  him  to 
take  a  nap,  having  had  no  sleep  in  two  days  and  one 
night  before.  So  he  told  his  men  that  if  they  would 
let  him  sleep  two  hours  they  should  sleep  all  the  rest 
of  the  night.  He  laid  himself  down  and  endeavored 
to  sleep,  but  all  disposition  to  sleep  departed  from 
him. 

"  After  he  had  lain  a  little  while  he  looked  up  to 


<  Tbit  word  Ilnblwrd  bu  Interpreted  to  oieeii  **  thank  yon.** 


see  how  his  watch  managed,  but  found  them  all  fast 
asleep.  Now  Capt.  Church  had  told  Capt.  Annawan's 
company,  as  he  had  ordered  his  Indians  to  tell  the 
others,  that  their  lives  should  all  be  spared  excepting 
Capt.  Annawan's,  and  it  was  not  in  his  power  to 
promise  him  his  life,  but  he  must  carry  him  to  his 
masters  at  Plymouth  and  he  would  entreat  them  for 
his  life. 

**  Now  when  Capt.  Church  found  not  only  his  own 
men,  but  all  the  Indians  fast  asleep,  Annawan  only 
excepted,  who,  he  perceived,  was  broad  awake  as 
himself,  and  so  they  lay  looking  one  upon  the  other 
perhaps  an  hour. 

"  At  length  Annawan  raised  himself  up,  cast  off  his 
blanket,  and  with  no  more  clothes  than  his  small 
breeches  walked  a  little  way  back  from  the  company." 
.  .  .  ''  By  and  by  he  was  gone  out  of  sight  and 
hearing,  and  then  Capt.  Church  began  to  suspect 
some  ill  design  in  him,  and  got  all  the  guns  close  to 
him  and  crowded  himself  close  under  young  Anna- 
wan, that  if  he  should  anywhere  get  a  gun  he  should 
not  make  a  shot  at  him  without  endangering  his  son. 
Lying  very  still  awhile,  waiting  for  the  event,  at 
length  he  heard  somebody  coming  the  same  way  that 
Annawan  went.  The  moon  now  shining  bright,  he 
saw  him  at  a  distance  coming  with  something  in  his 
hands  ;  and  coming  up  to  Capt.  Church  he  fell  upon 
his  knees  before  him  and  offered  him  what  he  had 
brought,  and,  speaking  in  plain  English,  said,  'Great 
Captain,  you  have  killed  Philip  and  conquered  his 
country,  for  I  believe  that  I  and  my  company  are  the 
last  that  war  against  the  English,  so  suppose  the  war 
is  ended  by  your  means,  and  therefore  these  things 
belong  to  you.'  Then  opening  his  pack,  he  pulled 
out  Philip's  belt,  curiously  wrought  with  wampum, 
being  nine  inches  broad,  wrought  with  black  and 
white  wampum,  in  various  figures  and  flowers  and 
pictures  of  many  birds  and  beasts.  This,  when 
hanged  upon  Capt.  Church's  shoulders,  reached  his 
ankles;  and  another  belt  of  wampum  he  presented 
him  with,  wrought  after  the  former  manner,  which 
Philip  was  wont  to  put  upon  his  head.  It  had  two 
flags  on  the  back  part,  which  hung  down  on  his  back, 
and  another  small  belt  with  a  star  upon  the  end  of  it 
which  he  used  to  hang  on  his  breast,  and  they  were 
all  edged  with  red  hair,  which  Annawan  said  he  got 
in  the  Mohog's  (Mohawk's)  country.  Then  he  pulled 
out  two  horns  of  glazed  powder  and  a  red  cloth 
blanket.  He  told  Capt  Church  these  were  Philip's 
royalties,  which  he  was  wont  to  adorn  himself  with 
when  he  sat  in  state ;  that  he  thought  himself  happy 
that  he  had  an  opportunity  to  present  them  to  Capt 
Church,  who  had  won  them,  etc.  They  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  the  night  in  discourse,  and  Capt.  Anna- 
wan gave  an  account  of  what  mighty  success  he  had 
formerly  in  wars  against  many  nations  of  Indians 
when  he  served  Asumhequin,  Philip's  father,  etc. 

*'  In  the  morning,  as  soon  as  it  was  light,  the  cap- 
tain marched  with  his  prisoners  out  of  that  swampy 
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country  towards  Taunton.  He  met  his  lieutenant 
and  company  about  four  miles  out  of  town,  who  ex- 
pressed a  great  deal  of  joy  to  see  him  again,  and  said 
it  was  more  than  ever  they  expected.  They  went 
into  Taunton,  were  civilly  and  kindly  treated  by  the 
inhabitants.  Here  they  refreshed  and  rested  them- 
selves that  night. 

"  Early  next  morning  the  captain  took  old  Anna- 
wan  and  half  a  dozen  of  his  Indian  soldiers  and  his 
own  man  and  went  to  Rhode  Island,  sending  the  rest 
of  his  company  and  his  prisoners  by  his  lieutenant  to 
Plymouth.  Tarrying  two  or  three  days  upon  the 
island,  he  then  went  to  Plymouth,  and  carried  his 
wife  and  his  two  children  with  him." 

Thus  was  the  most  daring  enterprise  successfully 
achieved  by  the  prowess  of  a  single  man.  Annawan, 
being  unable  to  deny  but  that  he  had  tortured  Eng- 
lish captives,  found  no  mercy  with  the  English,  and 
in  spite  of  the  intercessions  of  Church,  he  was  be- 
headed. This  was  done  while  Church  was  absent 
from  Plymouth.  Tispaquin,  or  Tuspaquin,  a  noble 
chief  of  the  Narragansett  tribe,  whose  capture  by 
Church  immediately  succeeded  that  of  Annawan, 
was  beheaded  with  him.  The  grief  and  chagrin  of 
Church  were  great  on  finding  all  his  prayers  and  en- 
treaties for  the  life  of  Annawan  utterly  disregarded, 
and  the  faith  of  the  government  pledged  by  him  to 
Tispaquin  that  his  life  should  be  spared  thus  shame- 
fully and  barbarously  trampled  upon.  **  When  Capt. 
Church/'  says  his  historian,  '*  returned  from  Boston 
he  found  to  his  great  grief  the  heads  of  Annawan, 
Tispaquin,  etc.,  cut  off,  which  were  the  last  of  Philip's 
friends." 

Thus  fell  '*  the  last  of  Philip's  friends,"  and  the 
last  noble  chicl'tains  of  two  once  powerful  and  war- 
like tribes. 

After  the  death  of  Annawan  but  little  worthy  of 
note  occurred  in  this  quarter  relating  to  the  Indians. 
Nearly  all  the  hostile  Indians  had  been  either  cap- 
tured or  killed,  or  had  submitted  themselves  to  the 
English,  and  expeditions  against  them  were  consid- 
ered rather  as  hunting  excursions  than  dangerous 
enterprises.  A  few  Indians  lurking  around  Rehoboth 
and  Seekonk  were  all  that  were  heard  of  in  Plymouth 
colony. 

Soldiers  in  King  Philip's  War.— The  following 
from  Rehoboth  served  in  Philip's  war: 

John  Fitch,  Jonathau  Wllmarth,  JmIsI  r«rry,  ThomM  Kendrlck, 
Junathan  Sabiii,  .luhti  Carpenter,  John  Radeway,  John  Maitiu,  John 
ijall,  Juhn  BJiller,  Juu.,  John  Ide,  Joseph  Doggiatt,  Sanipaou  Maaon, 
Jiin.,  PreaerTed  Abell,  Samuel  Perry,  Stephen  Paine,  Jun.,  Samuel  Mil- 
ler, Silas  T.  Alln,  Samuel  Palmer,  Jauiea  Redeway,  Enoch  Hunt,  Samuel 
Walker,  Nicholas  Ide,  Nuah  Mason,  Samuel  Sabin,  Thomas  Uead,  Israel 
Bead.  George  Robinson,  Natlianiel  Wilmarth. 

The  following  advanced  money  to  sustain  the  war: 

George  Kendrick,  Jonathan  Fuller,  Jo.  Miller,  sen.,  Joseph  Duck- 
land,  Mid.  Abraham  Perem,  Rice  lieouard,  James  Oilson,  An.  Perry, 
George  Kobinson,  John  Perem,  William  Carpenter,  John  Titus,  sen., 
Samuel  Car|Kinter,  Widow  Sabin,  John  Ormsby,  Josiah  Palmer,  John 
Butterwortli,  Jun.,  Thomas  Read,  Stephen  Paine,  Jun.,  Joseph  Sabin, 


Gllbort  Brooks,  David  Smith,  James  Bwieway,  san.,  Prstarved  Abell, 
William  Buckland,  BeiUamin  Buekland  (with  the  low  of  a  gunX  Sun- 
uol  Ptok,  Jobu  Fltrh  (with  the  loss  of  a  gun),  Thomas  Wiilmarth,  sau., 
Vrancla  Stephens,  Joseph  Pack,  David  Bears,  John  BaTaga,  Richard 
Maitin,  Thomas  Grant,  Deacon  Nathaniel  Cooper,  Robert  Millar,  Wid. 
MaK>n,  WId.  Baohaal  Read  (with  a  gun  kMt),  John  Klugaley,  Moaea 
Baada,  John  Baada,  sen.,  WiUUm  Sablu,  Nathaniel  Paine,  Samuel 
Baade,  Thomas  Wiilmarth,  jun.,  John  WUlmarth,  Joaepli  Ohalfaa,  8am- 
nel  Bullock,  Jolin  Oirpenter,  John  Titus,  Jun.,  NaUiauiel  Ohaffea,  Bob- 
art  Fuller,  Bichard  Boweu,  Beliecca  Hunt,  Jobu  Hall,  Samuel  Sabin, 
BIdad  Klngaley,  Wid.  (Wpenter,  Daniel  Allen,  Samuel  Homes,  Nuali 
Mason,  John  Jonson,  Jeremiah  Wbeaton,  Obadiah  Bowen,  Natlutulel 
Foulaoin,  Bbau.  Amldown,  John  Grossman,  BeiUamiu  Sabiu,  Jamea 
Bedeway,Jun.,  William  Blanding,  Daniel  Smltlt,  John  Peck,  Deacon 
Walker,  John  Allen,  Jun.,  John  Dogget,  Samuel  Newman. 


CHAPTER   XXXV. 

RBHOBOTH.— (  a>Hn'Miie(i.) 
WAB  OF  THE  REVOLUTION.! 

The  first  vote  in  the  old  town  records  concerning 
the  war  of  the  Revolution  is  under  date  of  July  25, 
1774,  as  follows : 

*'  July  25, 1774.  Voted  by  a  great  minority ,  tiiat  the  sum  of  £5  3*.  8«i. 
be  drawn  out  of  the  town  treasury  for  the  iiao  of  Uie  oummlttea  of  this 
proviuoa,  that  are  to  meet  in  the  General  Oongress;  it  being  Rehoboth *s 
proportionable  part  of  the  money  to  be  ordered  out  of  the  treasury  by 
the  selectmen.** 

**  Voted  not  to  purcliasa  any  goods  imported  from  Great  Britain  after 
the  Slstday  of  August  uext,  until  the  act  for  blocking  up  the  Imrbuur 
of  Boaton  be  repealed,  and  the  goremment  be  ruatored  to  its  former 
privileges.*'  **  Likewise  Toted  that  the  town  clerk  transmit  a  copy  of 
the  transactions  of  thhi  meeting  to  the  clerk  of  the  Oorrea|iooding  Com* 
mittee  in  Boston.** 

**  September  19,  1774.  The  town  chose  Mi^.  Timothy  Walker  and 
Oapt.  John  Wheeler  delegates  to  attend  Iho  proposed  Provincial  Con- 
gress on  the  second  Tueeday  of  October  next,  at  Concord,  or  any  other 
time  or  place  that  the  mi^ur  |iart  of  tlie  delegates  of  said  province  may 
agree  upon.'* 

**  October  3, 1774.  The  town  choee  Oipt.  Thomas  OarpeuUr  a  delegate 
for  the  Provincial  Gongretts  In  the  room  of  Capt.  John  Wheeler  that  is 
dismissed.*' 

**  November  21, 1774.  Voted  to  accept  of,  and  abide  by,  the  results  of 
the  Provincial  Congress."  '*  Voted  that  every  constable,  collector,  or 
person  who  have  in  their  hands,  or  that  may  hereafter  have  any  of  the 
province's  monies  Uiat  thoy  pay  the  same  to  Henry  Gaiiluer,  Esq.,  of 
Stow,  Instead  of  the  Hon.  Harrison  Gray,  E^.,  and  that  they  produce 
his  receipt  which  shall  be  a  full  and  effectual  discharge  for  the  same 
agreeable  to  a  roaolve  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  October  2iitli,  1774:  to 
the  whole  of  which  resolve  we  promise  and  engage  faiUifully  to  adhere 
In  all  lis  parU." 

**  January  2,  1776.  The  town  chuee  Bli^.  Timothy  Walker  and  Capt. 
Tliomns  Carpenter  delegatus  to  attend  the  Provincial  Congress  to  be 
liolden  at  Cambridge  on  the  flivt  day  of  February  next.'* 

The  Rev.  Ephraim  Hyde's  parish  (then  the  first 
Congregational  society  in  Rehoboth,  now  the  fintt  in 
Seekonk)  contributed  £6  **  for  the  relief  and  support 
of  the  poor  of  Boston,  suHerers  by  means  of  the  Bos- 
ton Port  Bill." 

The  receipt  of  £10  is  acknowledged  by  Henry 
Gardner,  Esq.,  treasurer  of  the  Provincial  Congress, 
as  a  "  part  of  the  province's  tax  set  on  the  town  of 
Rehoboth  by  the  General  Court." 


1  Condensed  from  Ulis«*  excellont  **  History  of  Rehoboth,"  a  valuable 
work  wriltun  by  Leonard  Illiss,  Jr.,  la  1830. 


RBHOBOTH. 


475 


**  Maj  28, 1776.  Yoteil  to  ralM  two  conipunlM  In  tlila  town  to  be  rendjr 
on  any  apecial  lUiirm;  one  eompnny  to  be  raitcNl  in  the  wecterljr  pnrt 
and  the  other  in  the  easterly  |«rt  of  nltl  town.  LlkewlM  voted  that 
•Tery  aoldler  •nltotlog  to  be  mlnnte>man,  on  alarm  sliall  have  three 
•billlDfta  day,  he  finding  himaelf.  If  called  into  terTlee,  until  they  come 
to  draw  proTielona  oat  of  the  proTl«ion  •toree ;  and  then  to  have  two 
•hilllnfe  a  ilay  for  each  day  until  they  return  home  again  except  they 
■hall  be  paid  liy  the  proTinoe.**  **  Alao  Tuted  iliat  the  Boleetmen  divide 
the  town  etock  of  ammnnltinn,  the  ono-hnlf  for  the  west  part  of  the 
town,  the  other  half  for  the  east  part.'* 

**  Jane  12,  ITift.  Voted  that  the  aelectmen  provide  for  the  poor  of  the 
town  of  Boeton,  that  are  or  nhall  be  aent  to  this  town,  npon  tlie  town's 
credit.'*  **  Alto  voted  that  there  bo  fifty  men  in  each  Kpedal  alarm  com- 
pany, exdasiveof  oflleers;  and  that  the  captains  of  each  company  pro- 
vide a  man  with  a  honie<art  and  two  horses  in  order  to  carry  the  bag- 
gage of  the  eompanlss  in  case  of  alarm.** 

November  6,  1776.  The  town  **  voted  to  borrow 
four  picccA  of  cminoii  of  Capt.  John  Lyon  and  Mr. 
Nathan  Daggett;"  and  voted  **  the  sum  of  £60  to  de- 
fray the  charges  of  mounting  said  cannon  and  pro- 
viding ammunition  and  other  utensils  that  shall  be 
needful  for  the  same.'*  AUo  chose  "a  committee  to 
wait  on  a  committee  of  the  town  of  Providence  to 
consult  on  fortifying  Hog-pen  Point." 

**  November  IS,  1779.  Voted  it  expedient  to  fortify  Hog-pen  Point,  and 
chose  a  oommlttee  to  oversee  the  business.**  Tliis  point  is  in  Seekonk, 
and  traces  of  the  fortlflcaUon  are  still  to  be  seen. 

**  Jannary  1, 1776.  The  town  voted  to  raine  the  sum  of  £118  11«.  to 
procure  a  town  stock  of  powder  and  small  arms.** 

**  Febmnry  12, 1776.  Voted  to  encourage  the  manufacturing  of  salt- 
petre In  private  fiunilies,  by  alTordlng  them  the  nialcrinls  they  can  get 
wlthont  doing  damage.** 

(Considerable  quantities  of  saltpetre,  it  is  said,  were 
manufactured  in  the  town  during  the  period  of  the 
Revolution,  and  a  manufactory  was  set  up  near  the 
Cove  Factory,  in  Seekonk,  for  the  purpose  of  making 
it. 

**  April  14, 1774.  Voted  to  raise  a  bounty  of  £20  to  every  soldier  tliat 
shall  enlht  into  the  continental  army  for  three  years  or  during  the  war, 
provided  they  enlist  into  the  said  army  within  ten  days.**  This  bounty, 
by  vote  of  llie  town  May  19, 1777,  was  extended  to  every  soldier  that 
had  enlisted  for  the  snme  term,  Mnce  the  former  vote,  or  who  should  en- 
list within  twenty  days  of  the  last  date.  And  by  anoUier  vote,  passed 
Jane  90th,  the  same  bonnty  was  fnrther  extended  to  all  who  should  en- 
list Into  the  continental  army  within  two  months  from  that  date. 

**  May  18, 1778.  Voted  to  raise  the  sum  of  £780  for  the  raising  of 
BoMiers  for  the  continental  army  for  nine  months.** 

**  SepCanber  7, 1778.  Voted  to  grant  the  sum  of  £403  4<.  for  cloUiIng, 
parcbaaed  by  the  selectmen,  agreeable  to  an  order  of  Court,  for  the  con- 
tinental soldiers  that  enlisted  Into  Uie  service.** 

**  April  19, 1770.  A  committee  was  appointed  by  the  town,  to  provide 
for  the  soldiers'  families.** 

•*  May  9, 1779.  Voted  that  the  snm  of  £1200  be  rslssd  by  a  Ux  this 
spring  and  paid  Into  the  town  treasury,  to  be  ordered  out  of  said  treas- 
ary  by  the  selectmen  to  the  committee  that  take  care  of  the  soldiers* 
families.  If  needed.** 

"May  19, 1779.  Voted  to  raise  the  sum  of  £'X)00  for  providing  men, 
when  called  fur  fn>m  the  anUiority,  to  go  Into  the  service  as  soldiers.'* 

**Octolier  23, 17W.  Voted  to  raise  the  sum  of  .£20,400  for  the  pur- 
pose of  rabdng  the  tDwn*s  quota  of  beef.**  This  quota  was  42,106  pounds. 
These  Immense  snms  were  re<iulred  to  be  raised,  in  consequence  of  the 
great  depreciation  of  the  value  of  the  pafier  currency  issued  by  the  Con- 
tinealal  Oongisss.  The  whole  amount  of  money  raised  by  the  town 
this  year  for  Its  nseessary  charges  was  the  sum  of  £AO«527  4«. 

**  April  1, 1782.  Voted  that  the  town  treasurer  be  Instructed  to  sell 
the  new  emission  money,  three  dollars  for  one  hard  dollar.** 

This  year,  fhim  the  town,  **  The  Hon.  John  Hancock  had  23  votes  for 
Oovemoar,'*  and  **  Doet  Joseph  Dridgham  had  11  votes  for  Govemour.** 

From  the  ''Journals  and  Resolves  of  Massachu- 
setts" we  glean  the  few  following  additional  particu- 


lars respecting  the  number  of  men,  etc.,  to  be  fur- 
nished by  Rehoboth  at  several  of  the  different  times 
when  drafts  of  men  were  called  for:  For  the  rein- 
forcement voted  to  be  raised  in  Massachusetts  and 
"sent  to  the  camp  at  Cambridge  or  Roxbury,  as  his 
Excellency  General  Washington  shall  direct,"  the 
proportion  of  Rehoboth  was  seventy-four  men;  the 
proportion  of  Rehoboth  of  the  men  raised  by  Massa- 
chusetts "  for  filling  and  completing  the  fifteen  bat- 
talions of  Continental  troops"  was  twenty-four; 
Rehoboth's  proportion  of  the  men  to  be  raised  "  for 
reinforcing  the  Continental  army,"  according  to  a 
resolve  passed  June  8,  1779,  was  twenty-two.  In 
1781,  Mnssachusetts  was  ordered  to  raise  4,626,178 
pounds  of  beef,  of  which  the  proportion  of  Rehoboth 
was  42,106  pounds.  Of  the  4726  men  voted  to  be 
raised  by  Massachusetts,  June,  1780,  for  three  months, 
for  reinforcing  the  Continental  army,  the  proportion 
of  Rehoboth  was  60. 

"  A  muster-roll  of  Capt.  Samuel  Bliss*  company  of 
minute-men  from  Rehoboth,  from  the  19th  of  April 
to  the  27th,— each  eight  days'  service : 

"Samuel  Bliss,  captain ;  Aaron  Walker,  lieutenant;  Joseph  Allen, 
ensign;  Aaron  Read, sergeant ;  James  Bnllcwk, sergeant ;  Noah  Allen, 
sergeant;  Christopher  Ormsbee,  sergeant;  Nathan  Wheeler,  Jonathan 
Nash,  RlUsh  Perry,  Peter  Read,  John  Brown,  Samnel  Monroe,  William 
Falrbrother,  Bonjsmln  Comer,  William  Allen,  Oliver  Jones,  Samael 
Allen,  Joseph  Ingals,  Thomas  Campbell,  John  Dryer,  Christopher  Bland- 
Ing,  Nathsn  Turner,  Nnthanlel  Turner,  Rphralm  Bliss,  Levi  Lewis, 
Valentine  Wheeler,  Jonathan  Macomber,  Abel  Hlx,  Preserved  Bullock, 
I/aban  Lake,  Jonathan  Drowne,  Kseklel  Hlx,  Joseph  Allen,  Jacob  Fnllmr, 
Comfort  Stanley,  Oliver  Peck,  Amos  Bliss,  Philip  Peck,  Solomon  Peek, 
Blnnthan  Lake,  Joslah  Perry,  Ichabod  Wade.** 

"  A  muster-roll  of  Capt.  John  Perry's  company  of 
minute-men,  from  19th  of  April  to  the  27th,  1775: 

**John  Perry,  captain;  John  Paine,  lieutenant;  James  Bucklln,  en- 
sign;  John  Wilson,  sergeant;  John  Smith,  sergeant;  Miles  Shorey, 
Aaron  Lyon,  Preserved  A Iiell,  Caleb  Walker,  James  Hill,  William  Bridg- 
ham,  Richard  Falrbrother,  Jonathan  Bead,  Samnel  Jones,  Enoe  Walker, 
Amos  Qoir,  Comfort  Hill,  William  Ingraham,  Lemuel  Perin,  Demos 
Bishop,  James  Campbell,  Peter  Whitaker,  Exra  Read,  John  Williams, 
drummer;  Iraae  Fuller,  Joseph  Wheaton,  Jonathan  Barney,  Simeon 
Bowen,  John  Ingraham,  Klkanah  French,  Bansaleel  Bowen,  James  Med- 
bury,  Robert  Aliell,  Rleaser  Bowen,  Amoe  Read,  William  Carpenter.** 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  officers  in  Col.  Timothy 
Walker's  regiment,  enlisted  for  eight  months  from 
April  and  May  of  1776.  Col.  Walker  belonged  to 
Rehoboth,  and  also  a  part  of  his  officers : 

**  614^  O^leer*.— Timothy  Walker,  Esq.,  colonel ;  Nathaniel  Leonard, 
lieutenant-colonel ;  Ablel  Mitchell,  mi^or. 

Oip/ahM.— John  Perry,  Samuel  Bliss,  Silas  Cobb,  Francis  Lisoomb, 
Marey  Willlami*,  Peter  Pitts,  Oileb  Richardson,  John  King,  Oliver  Soper, 
Samuel  Tulibs,  Jr.,  Mnson  Shaw,  Jacob  Fuller,  Daniel  Parker. 

/*<eMl<W4iN(0.— John  I*aine,  Aaron  Walker,  Isanc  Smith,  Matthew  Ran- 
dall, Samuel  Tiane,  Xebeileo  Raiden,  Enoch  Robinson,  Noah  Hall,  Simeon 
Cobb,  John  Shaw. 

f;bMi|^.— Thomas  Ducklln,  Joseph  Allen,  Isaac  Fisher,  Seth  Pratt, 
John  Cook,  Henry  Briggs,  Solomon  Stanley,  Abraham  Hathaway, 
Thomas  Williams,  Joel  Tubbs. 

The  following  are  lists  of  two  companies  in  this 
regiment  from  Rehoboth  : 

"  A  list  of  men  under  Capt.  Samuel  Bliss,  who 
enlisted  for  eight  months  from  April  to  May,  1775,  in 
Col.  Timothy  Walker's  regiment: 


HISTOST  OF  BRISTOL  COUNTY,  HASSACHDSETI8. 


■JfJi;  Ajimii  Bfiul^  Jut 


nil.Oumf 


dnnBcriOrriclBmlrli,  nht;J.iHp)i 
II,  BphnUn  BllB,Cli«r1>i  Blla,  Dn'IJ 
Iwlp.  PrtHrred  Biillock,  low  llorr, 
Mat,  Ellplnlal  CurUn,  Jmoh  C»1>, 
rilllau  rslrbtutlisr,  Hum  Oult,  AWl 
riuna,  UUui  lakr,  L*tI  LcvKSui- 

D,II>rldTuin*r,MMI.>D 


"  This  roll,"  aayn  a  not«  uppendcti  li>  it,  "  vrns  made 
up  to  the  1st  of  AuguBt,  1775,  iinil  pniil  by  tlie  State, 
-Htid  afterwards  whs  pnid  by  tbe  Uiiited  Stutes  for  the 
other  five  montha." 

Samuel  Allen  was  the  only  ooe  that  deserted  from 
this  company  ;  he  deserted  June  27,  1775. 

"  A  muster  roll  of  the  compauy  under  command  of 
Cupt.  John  Perry,  in  Col.  Timothy  Walker's  regiment 
[torn  ufl),  to  the  1st  of  August,  1775,  enlisted  for 
eight  months  : 

JulinP<rry.Qi|itilii;JahnPiaB<,ll*al»uti  JunnBuckUmanilgn; 
Juki)  WJIkii.  Jahu  Suitli.  Mll«  Blionr.  Rubnt  Hnlton,  HriunUj 

limtt  Bly,ttm;  PrMsrttil  Alitll.Jmna  Alger, 
Allon,  Sqnln  AU>n.  Wllliun  Brltl(I»Di,  PtmtH  Dlihop.  Im« 


li  llUkt,  BsnJIU  Ba«( 


'UliuB  rullBr.Jaoi 


D  Hill.  CoDlltin  III1I, 


In  September,  1776,  a  regiment  was  raised  hi  this 
town  and  Bonie  of  the  adjoining  towns,  snd  marched, 
under  the  command  of  Col.  Thomas  Carpenter,  of 
Rchoboth,  to  join  the  urmy  of  Washington  at  White 
Plains. 

Previous  to  the  battle  of  White  Plains  a  trifling 
skirmish  occurred  between  a  gniall  detachment  of  the 
British  and  Col.  Carpenter's  regiment,  a  few  particu- 
lars of  which  I  had  from  the  surgeon's  mate,'  who 
was  present  and  witnessed  it.  Co!.  Carpenter's  regi- 
ment WHS  stationed  on  a  gently  elevated  hill  to  watch 
the  movements  of  a  detachment  of  the  British  army. 

Col.  Carpenter's  regiment  were  out  on  service  at 
this  time  only  three  montlis.  One  of  the  companies 
in  this  regiment  was  raised  partly  in  Attleborough 
and  partly  in  Norton,  and  wok  under  the  command  of 
Capt.  Klisha  May,  of  the  former  town. 

From  the  time  that  the  British  first  look  possession 
of  Rhode  Island,  in  December,  177G,  till  they  finally 
evacuated  it,  a  period  of  more  than  two  year^,  the 
mitltia  of  this  town  and  vicinity  were  subject  to  fre- 
quent drafts  of  men,  and  were  frequently  called  out 
on  alarms.  Draftn  were  made  in  January,  Feliruury, 
March,  May,  June,  July,  and  August  of  the  year 

1  Thw  hcu  I  h<Ld  r^im  nr  cnndroll.Fr,  lb*  Ul«  Dr.  Judih  UIU.  or 


1777.  The  men  were  stationed  principally  at  How- 
land's  Ferry  (Tiverton)  and  at  Warwick.  One  com- 
pany, if  not  more,  marched  from  this  town  to  Rlioda 
Island  in  October,  1777,  and  aerved  one  month  in 
Spencer's  "tecret  expedition." 

In  Sullivan's  expedition  on  Rhude  Isand  in  August, 

1778,  Col.  Carpenter,  with  a  large  detachment  of  hit 
regiment,  marched  to  join  Sullivan's  army  on  the 
island,  and  distinguished  IhcniBelveu  for  their  bravery. 

Several  of  tlie  soldiers  of  Col.  Carpenter's  regiment 
belunipng  to  Rebobotb  were  killed  during  this  expe- 
dition. 'The  iiamea  of  three  of  tliem  were  Medbury, 
Peck,  and  John  Dryer.  These  three  fell  on  one  spot. 
Benjamin  Smith,  of  Swansea,  was  wounded  by  the 
bursting  of  a  bomb-shell. 

From  the  "  list  of  the  six  inontlis'  men  raised  to  re- 
inforce the  Continental  army  in  the  year  1780,"  we 
have  the  foBowiug  list  of  names  from  Reboboth  ;  they 
marched  to  West  Point,  and  served  under  Continen- 
tal oElicers : 


Pulcrltuinlitor,  Itlbdl 

Mnr 

Joclluin  BoblDBD, 

aomK.rtBbt,of. 

Bbulxcl  P«k  (ar*r), 

»,\r.,„„BMiof, 

HlUlIU  M«DIH, 

JuHliL  Dio-U, 

" 

K|j|inLiiii  Bninm, 


The  following  is  a  list  of  tliose  who  entered  the 
Continental  army  from  Rehnboth,  with  names  of  the 
captains  under  whom  they  served : 

H*ui«.  OipUlni.         Ttua. 


mnw,,  MiUiMl.l 

.SUdt. 

Sftjia™-"' — 

-:.■:■■": '- 

SsSilSs .: 

— - 

Kssr&si*"" 

■■ 

K.'-Sii- 

(ViVoi 

KckMU,  Tunw.. — 

; 

■~ "S"" 
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Niimflt.  Oaptoliia. 

Cole,  Zvphnniali ^Bulluck. 

(Vimplieil,  TlioniM Carpenter. 

CtiiilIrr,8liuljiiol. 
Clmlfpe.  tXinifbrt...... 

C^kIIpc,  N<mh 

Oiritriiter,  Wllliem. 

Oimpbrll,  JoltD 

Gi>ri'*t  Joltn 

Drjer,  Ixmel.. «. ^ Gole. 

Pr>er,  Jonalliiin ** 

I>rl«iMl,  Rrtward Oirpenter. 

rnuikliti.  Wiillam ** 

Fnller,  Amoe Gole. 

Falrltrother,  Richard Cnrpenter. 

bMndlng,  JanieA lllx* 

Qlaiidins,  Jaoiea,  Jr.... 
GkuldliiK,  Kli(>iit>xpr. 

Cfc.ir.  liiniH " 

tirrt»iiw«MNl,  Tltoniaa Hill. 

Iloittiii,  William Iliill«ick. 

lllrkB.  (!|iaar " 

HIimIH,  Joliii Cariieulcr. 

Hill,  Btefdien Hill. 

liigalle,  Jtmepli »....IIix. 

Me.  Nntliiin Cnn^ntnr. 

Jonm,  John UiiUuck. 

I«rwiii,  licrl ......IIIx. 

Lyndley,  John,Jr «.... ...Bullock. 

Kyon,  Aaron ** 

Medlmry,  Dun Franklin. 

>litchcll. Uullock. 

Mc»lel1en,  John Hill. 

Nefcni,  Gamr Gole. 

Newtttn,  Kmncle ~ Bullock. 

Newton,  Jtihn.. Martin. 

x*i niaiiee,  vueepn*. ............. ........... 

P«k,  Sylreeter Hlx. 

J  i^^vvL  w v19H0**« •••••••••■•■•■•••••■•  ••••••••  A^U liUvKa 

M  ^vKm  \jIIITN(*««*« •••••••  «•••■•••••••••••••••■  \^Li  pQti'cr* 

Perry,  Jceae -    •* 

Pearce,  Philip Martin. 

Perry,  Faniuel Ilili. 

R<innd,  John Hix. 

Round,  Imrc Oole. 

Kniind,  \Vm Bullock. 

Riuind,  Olu Martin. 

Kfuouffh,  CliHrIm Hill. 

Ryle,  NidinlM " 

Jlovee,  IH>ni|iny '* 

Smtth, Peck. 

Saundera,  JoMse ** 

Sniiih,  Ram Hix. 

SaKe,  James Colo. 

Turner,  poiialant ». Hix. 

Tumvr,  Am<ie ** 

Turner,  Nat ** 

Thrreher,  Koah Bullock. 

Tbrreher,  Jtaeph .^ ** 

Thompeon,  Kdward ** 

Thresher,  Cliarlea ** 

Turner,  Allen '* 

Tme,  Solomon ~ Hix. 

Whittaker,  Nat...... Franklin. 

Wheeler,  Sam Hlx. 

Wheeler,  Jeiws •• 

Wlllmarth,  Valentine *« 

Wnimarth.  BenJ " 

Waldren,  Jamee,Jr Bullock. 

Whittaker  Jo .....Carpenter. 

Wheeler,  Jiimea ..........Martin. 

Whelen,  Luther Bullock. 

White,  Jabes Uix. 

Walker,  Nathnn •• 

Wllford.  NIcliolaa. 
Weeks,  Mueee...... 

Wlhion.  Jno " 

Whittaker,  Rufus " 
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Time. 

15  moutha. 
3  yean. 
During  war. 
3yeani. 
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During  war. 
8  yean. 
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1A  months. 
During  war. 
3  years. 


«« 
II 

M 
U 
M 
M 
•  I 
II 
I* 
«l 
II 


8  months. 
3  years. 
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During  war. 


8  months. 

3  years. 
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8  months. 
3  years. 
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<« 

16  months. 
Sysars. 

u 
<( 

During  war. 
3  years. 
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Torn,  rra— In  1784  the  town  voted,  '*  In  addition  to  the  money  already 
granted  for  srboollng.  £20  for  a  grammer  school.** 

**  December  Sff,  1786.  The  town  roted  that  they  wislied  to  hsTe  an 
alteration  In  the  present  qrstem  of  goTemment  In  the  commonwealth 
of  Maiwachnsetts,  by  a  miOorlty  of  110  of  what  then  voted.** 

**  January  22,  I7K7.  Voteil  that  the  anlertmen  be  Instructed  to  re- 
move the  imwder  and  other  town  stock,  that  Is  now  at  Col.  Tliomns  Car- 
penter*B,  as  soon  as  couTenlently  may  be.**  Col.  Carpenter  was  a  standi 
friend  of  the  gurernment. 

"The  namei  of  the  following  persons  are  registered  In  the  town 
records  as  baring  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  commonwealth, 
and  dellrered  up  their  arms  during  March  of  1787.  These  men  be- 
longeil  to  the  party  of  Shays,  and  had  probably  taken  arms  against  the 
governroenl: 

**  Jo^^ph  Porter,  Simeon  Round,  Nathan  Hlx  (2d),  Cyril  Smith,  Hese- 
klah  Smith,  Oliver  Smith,  Benjamin  Bowen,  Jacob  Cole,  Kira  Thayer, 
Jacob  Btlas,  Israel  Hicks,  Ablal  Horton,  Joseph  Bowen,  James  Cole, 


Timothy  Fuller,  Jacob  Bllas,  Jr.,  Square  QoV,  Jr.,  Betjamln  Monroa, 
Jabex  Round  (3d),  Cliarles  Round,  James  Martin,  Isaac  Burr,  Laben 
^^ifS^t  Amos  Oole.  William  Fairbrother,  Laben  Lake,  Nathaniel  Tbur- 
Iter,  Daniel  Short,  James  Bullock,  Nathan  Newman,  Samuel  Qarpenter, 
Jarvis  Peck,  Luke  Bowen,  Asa  Bowen,  John  Hopkins.** 

Noreniber  20,  1787.  The  town  chose  Ca|*t.  Phanuel  Bishop,  MiO* 
Frederick  Drown,  and  WillUm  Windsor,  Esq.,  delegates  to  the  Slate 
CouTention,  to  meet  at  Boston  the  second  Wednesday  of  January,  1788, 
"  to  consult  on  the  Federal  Constitution  recommended  by  the  late  Fed- 
eral Conreutlon,  which  set  at  Philadelphia  the  summer  past.** 

Tills  year  **  voted  to  raise  £120  for  schooling,  £80  to  be  applied  to  the 
support  of  a  grammar  school.** 

**  March  17, 1788.  Voted  to  provide  a  work*hou8e  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  tlie  poor  of  Uils  town.** 

A  pril  2, 1702.  The  town  raised  for  the  support  of  schools,  **  Including 
the  Ijatin  school,**  £160.  Also  **  voted  that  the  selectmen  be  empowered 
to  pnicuro  such  grammar  scliools  as  shall  answer  the  law,  in  the  dif- 
ferent imrts  of  the  town,  for  learning  the  Latin  and  Greek  languages.** 

April  1, 1793.  The  town  voted  to  raise  for  the  support  of  scliools, 
£100. 

*'  October  A,  1701.  Voted  that  the  treasurer  of  this  town  be  directed 
to  pay  to  each  non-commissioned  offlcar  and  soldier  raised  for  this 
towirs  quota  of  eighty  thousand  men,  ordered  by  Congress  to  be  raised, 
forty  shillings  each,  when  they  ars  ordered  to  march  out  of  tills  town 
on  a  campaign,  and  forty  slillllngs  sach  to  every  man  aforesaid  for 
every  month  they  shall  continue  In  the  camp  after  one  month  from  the 
time  they  shall  march,  the  money  to  be  paid  in  one  month  alter  their 
return  from  service.** 

This  army  of  "eighty  thousand  men**  were  raised  to  repel  the  threat- 
ened invasion  of  France,  and  Washington  was  placed  at  their  head. 

**February  24, 1794.  Voted  to  remonstrate  with  the  Legislature  of 
Rhode  Island  against  a  bridge  being  built  over  Kelley*s  Ferry,  near 
Warren.'* 

May  6, 1795.  A  motion  for  petitioning  the  General  Court  to  incor- 
porate the  west  precinct  of  Rehoboth  into  a  separate  town  was  carried 
by  a  vote  in  the  negative.  Votml  to  raise  £175  for  the  support  of  schoolS| 
of  which  £25  was  to  be  appropriated  to  a  grammar  school. 

In  170n  the  town  voted  for  the  support  of  grammar  and  common 
schools,  IG60.G8.  The  sum  of  f060  was  thence  raised  yearly  for  the  sup- 
port of  schools  till  1804.  In  1804, 1806,  and  1808, 1666.77  was  raised  for 
the  same  purpose,  and  in  1807, 1808,  1809, 1810,  f700  was  raised,  snd  in 
1811, 1800. 


CHAPTER   XXXVI. 

KEllOBOTU.—iOoHtinued.) 

KCCLESIASTICAL  HI8T0RT.1 

First  Congregational  Chnrch— Oak  Swamp  Cliurch — ^The  Uomeblne 
Cliurvh — The  Irons  Chnrch — Blethodlst  Rplscopal  Church — The 
Union  Baptist  Church. 

The  following  sketches  are  necessarily  imperfect. 
The  writer  was  given  only  a  few  weeks  for  their 
preparation,  and  the  work  has  been  done  under  the 
constant  pressure  of  professional  duties.  The  diffi- 
culty has  also  been  increased  by  the  loss  in  every  in- 
stance of  the  early  records  of  the  older  churches.  It 
is  probable  that  some  of  these  have  been  carried  out 
of  town,  and  it  is  hoped  that  they  may  yet  come  to 
light. 

First  Congregational  Chnroh.— In  the  year  1643, 
liev.  Samuel  Newman  came  to  the  place  which  is  now 
East  Providence,  R.  I.,  with  a  colony  from  Weymouth, 
Mass.  He  gave  to  this  region  the  name  Rehoboth 
(enlargement),  and  here  the  church  was  established 


1  By  Rev.  G.  H.  Tilton. 
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(now  the  First  Congregational  Charch  in  East  Provi- 
dence). 

In  the  year  1721  the  inhabitants  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Palmer's  River  built  a  meeting-house  about 
half  a  mile  north  of  the  Orleans  Factory.  The  spot 
is  now  marked  by  the  remains  of  the  "old  burying- 
ground."  The  lot  included  three  acres  of  land  given 
by  Jethnlel  Peck,  Capt.  Samuel  Peck,  and  Jonathan 
Bliss.  The  parent  church  had  been  granted  by  the 
General  Court  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  for 
building  a  new  meeting-house.  Of  this  they  relin- 
quished fifty  pounds  to  aid  the  church  at  Palmer's 
River ;  they  also  gave  the  facing  of  the  galleries  and 
the  pulpit  of  their  old  meeting-house. 

The  church  was  organized  Nov.  29, 1721,  consist- 
ing of  ten  members, — David  Turner  (pastor),  Elislia 
May,  Thomas  Ormsby  (deacons),  Jethniel  Peck, 
Samuel  Peck,  Benjamin  Willson,  Solomon  Millard, 
Samuel  Fuller,  William  Blanding,  and  Joseph  Will- 
son. 

Rev.  David  Turner,  the  first  pastor,  was  a  native 
of  Scituate.  He  received  one  hundred  pounds  for  a 
settlement.  His  annual  salary  averaged  about  eighty- 
five  pounds.  During  his  pastorate  of  thirty-six  years 
one  hundred  and  seventy  persons  were  added  to  the 
church.  Mr.  Turner  graduated  at  Harvard  College 
in  1718.  He  afterwards  studied  medicine,  and  prac- 
ticed to  some  extent  during  his  ministry.  He  was 
talented  and  witty,  but  eccentric.  He  had  children 
and  grandchildren,  but  they  brought  no  honor  to  the 
name,  and  it  is  now  extinct.  He  died  Aug.  9, 1757, 
in  his  sixty-third  year,  and  was  buried  in  his  church- 
yard, now  grown  over  with  trees  and  bushes.  His 
tombstone  bears  the  following  inscription : 

**  In  Memory  of 

tb«  R«Tereud  Mr. 

David  Turner, 

Putor  of  the  Second 

Church  in  Behoboth, 

who  departed  thie 

Life  on  y  9th  Duy  of 

Auguet,  A.i>.  1757,  in 

y  63d  year  of  lile  Age. 

**  Watch  and  Pray  because 

You  know  not  the  hour.** 

Mr.  Turner  resided  about  one  mile  north  of  his 
church,  in  a  house  which  stood  ou  the  spot  now  oc- 
cupied by  the  house  of  Mr.  Nathan  Wheeler. 

Until  the  year  1759  the  whole  town  managed  the 
business  and  bore  the  expenses  of  both  churches. 
On  January  2d  of  that  year  this  church  and  congre- 
gation was  incorporated  by  an  act  of  t^ie  General 
Court  into  a  separate  society  by  the  name  of  the 
Second  Precinct  in  Rehoboth. 

Feb.  26, 1759,  the  precinct  united  with  the  church 
in  calling  the  Rev.  Robert  Rogerson  to  be  their  pas- 
tor, and  voted  to  give  him  seventy  pounds  settle- 
ment, and  sixty  pounds  for  his  annual  salary.  He 
agreed  to  take  one-third  part  of  his  salary  "in  the 
produce  of  the  country,  provided  they  bring  me  such 
articles  as  I  have  occasion  for." 


March  18,  1778,  the  precinct  "  voted  that  the  old 
meeting-house  should  be  sold  or  pulled  down,  pro- 
vided that  a  new  one  can  be  built  U|)on  the  plane 
near  Timothy  Readways."  The  site  chosen  is  now 
known  as  the  village  cemetery. 

The  new  house,  fifty  feet  by  forty,  was  built  the 
following  summer,  and  the  pews  were  sold  at  public 
auction  Oct.  25,  1778.  They  were  forty  in  number, 
and  brought  in  the  aggregate  £462  lOt. 

In  1776  a  valuable  legacy  was  bequeathed  to  the 
precinct  for  the  support  of  the  pastor  by  Lieut 
Ephraim  Hunt. 

In  1792  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  pre- 
cinct were  incorporated  under  the  name  of  the  Cath- 
olic Congregational  Church  and  Society. 

Mr.  Rogersun  continued  to  be  past4>r  of  this  church 
until  his  death,  March  20,  1799.  His  remains  lie 
buried  in  the  older  part  of  the  village  cemetery.  On 
his  tombstone  of  blue  slate  is  this  inscription : 

**Iu  Memory  of 

The  Rev^  Itobort  KocenoD, 

who  dueceudetl  from  a  respectable 

ruuiily  ill  Uruai  Uritain. 

Itenounciiig  the  Iluiiom  St  Kmolnmeuta 

of  thie  world,  ho  devoted  hiuwelf  to  the 

Ohriatiau  llinbtry,  fi-um  a  oouvlctiou 

of  ite  truth  &  luiiiortaiice. 

In  a  piiMiH,  exemplary,  A  faithful  dleoliarge 

of  that  office  he  continued  near  40  years. 

And  in  the  hope 

of  a  bleaiMid  Immortality 

He  departed  thi»  life  in  the  78th  year 

of  his  Age,  March  2UUi,  1709.** 

At  the  age  of  nineteen,  Mr.  Rogerson  came  to 
America,  as  an  assistant  to  the  collector  of  the  reve- 
nue in  Virginia.  In  this  capacity  he  served  one  ye»r, 
after  which  he  taught  school  several  years  in  the 
eastern  part  of  that  State,  prosecuting  in  the  mean 
time  the  study  of  divinity.  Coming  .to  New  Eng- 
land, he  received  in  1765  the  degree  of  Master  of 
Arts  at  Harvard  University.  He  commenced  his 
ministry  in  Brookline,  where  he  preached  one  year. 
He  then  came  to  Rehoboth,  snd  preached  one  year 
in  the  First  Congregational  Church,  in  what  is  now 
East  Providence,  R.  I.  The  next  year  he  began  his 
ministry  in  this  church,  and  was  ordained  July  2, 
1759.  While  at  East  Providence  he  married  a  daugh- 
ter of  Col.  Thonius  Rowen,  of  that  place,  then  Mrs. 
Betsey  Sweet,  a  young  widow  with  one  child.  They 
had  three  sons  and  three  daughters.  The  sons  were 
Robert,  Tliomas,  and  John.  Robert  was  a  physician, 
Thomas  a  wealthy  planter  in  Virginia,  and  Capt. 
John  Rogerson  resided  on  his  father's  estate,  for- 
merly the  home  of  Rev.  David  Turner,  till  his  death 
in  1835. 

Mr.  Rogerson  was  a  man  of  learning  and  piety, 
and  under  his  long  ministry  the  church  and  society 
were  united  and  prosperous. 

Mr.  Rogerson  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Otis  Tliomp- 
son,  who  was  ordained  pastor  of  tliis  cliurch  Sept.  24, 
1800,  and  continued  in  the  pastoral  office  twenty-five 
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yearn.  He  was  born  in  Middlcborough,  Mnns.,  Sept. 
14,  1776,  and  graduated  at  Brown  University  in  1798, 
where  he  remained  two  years  as  tutor.  During  this 
]>eriod  he  doubtless  applied  himself  to  the  study  of 
theology.  His  call  to  this  church  and  society  was 
unanimous,  and  he  entered  upon  his  work  under  the 
most  favorable  conditions.  He  had  "a  hundred 
pounds  settlement"  and  a  salary  of  three  hundred 
and  fifly  dollars,  which  in  1816  was  increased  to  five 
hundrcfl  dollars.  The  entire  community  were  at  once 
awakenH  in  religious  matters,  and  forty  persons 
joinetl  (ho  church  the  first  year  of  his  ministry. 

For  more  than  twenty  years  the  church  and  society 
were  eminently  prospered.  Mr.  Thompson's  century 
sermon,  preached  in  1821,  states  that  the  number  of 
members  at  that  time  was  fifty-six,  of  whom  eighteen 
were  males  and  thirty-eight  females.  The  whole 
number  that  had  been  enrolled  in  the  list  of  its  mem- 
bers during  the  century  was  three  hundred  and  three. 
Of  those  who  joined  the  church  under  his  pastorate 
only  two  are  living, — Mrs.  Abby  Carpenter  in  1820, 
and  Mrs.  Sally  Horton  in  1822. 

In  1825  a  serious  difficulty  arose  which  greatly  dis- 
turbed the  harmony  of  the  church  and  society.  It 
grew  out  of  a  breach  of  promise  suit  brought  by  Mr. 
Thom]ison  on  his  daughter's  behalf  against  a  gentle- 
man belonging  to  one  of  the  foremost  families  of  the 
church.  The  people  immediately  took  sides,  some  for 
and  others  against  the  pastor,  and  all  attempts  to 
reconcile  the  parties  were  vain.  Two  or  three  eccle- 
siastical councils  were  called  by  the  church  which 
advised  the  dissolution  of  the  pastoral  relation,  but 
as  Mr.  Thomjison  was  settled  for  life,  he  paid  no  at- 
tention to  their  advice.  The  meetinghouse  was 
closed  against  him,  but  he  continued  to  hold  a  service 
every  Sabbath,  preaching  for  one  year  at  Wheaton's 
Hall  and  afterwards  either  at  his  home  or  in  the  old 
red  school-bouse  near  by.  He  sued  the  society  for 
his  salary,  which  they  were  obliged  to  pay.  Finally 
he  agreed  with  the  society  to  relinquish  all  further 
claims  upon  it  for  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars. 
He  afterwards,  however,  endeavored  to  revive  the  old 
precinct,  and  to  get  possession  of  other  funds  belong- 
ing to  the  society,  but  without  success. 

After  he  stopped  preaching  at  the  meeting-house, 
Mr.  Thompson  taught  a  select  school  for  several  terms. 
C^uite  a  number  of  theological  students  also  studied 
with  him  during  his  Behoboth  pastorate.  He  was  an 
excellent  scholar;  besides  editing  the  Hopkinsian 
*'  Magazine"  for  several  years,  he  published  "  A  Re- 
view of  Mr.  Andras'  Essay  on  Divine  Agency,"  and 
had  printed  several  funeral  and  ordination  sermons. 

Mr.  Thompson's  first  wife  was  Miss  Rachel  Chand- 
ler, of  Plympton,  Mass.,  who  died  Sept.  16, 1827,  aged 
forty-seven,  and  by  whom  he  had  four  sons  and  five 
daughters.  Of  these,  three  sons  and  two  daughters 
are  now  living. 

His  second  wife  was  Miss  Charlotte  Fales,  of  Bris- 
tol, R.  I.,  to  whom  he  was  married  Sept  80,  1828. 


She  died  Dec.  12,  1848.  Mr.  Thompson  continued  to 
reside  in  Rehoboth  until  1840,  when  he  received  a 
call  to  preach  at  Litchfield,  N.  Y.,  which  he  accepted, 
and  labored  with  the  church  in  that  place  till  1850. 
In  May  of  that  year  he  was  married  to  Miss  Polly 
Shaw,  of  North  Abington,  Mass.,  where  he  resided 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  June  26, 1859,  at  the 
age  of  eighty-two.    His  widow  died  Feb.  3,  1874. 

The  successor  of  Mr.  Thompson  was  the  Rev.  Thomas 
Vernon,  s<m  of  Samuel  Vernon,  of  Newport,  R.  I.  He 
was  ordained  over  this  church  Sept.  13,  1826.  His 
annual  salary  wns  five  hundred  dollars.  At  this  time 
a  large  portion  of  the  salary  was  paid  from  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  "  Ministerial  farm,"  from  which  some 
three  or  four  hundred  dollars  worth  of  wood  and  tim- 
ber were  sold  annuallv. 

Mr.  Vernon  was  born  in  Newport,  R.  I.,  Dec.  20, 
1797.  He  graduated  at  Brown  University  in  1816, 
and  studied  theology  at  Andover  Seminary. 

In  1831  he  married  Miss  Adelaide  A.  Winthrop,  of 
Bristol,  R.  I.  They  had  six  children,  of  whom  three 
— one  son  and  two  daughters — are  living.  The  son, 
Mr.  John  W.  Vernon,  is  an  officer  in  the  Merchants' 
National  Bank,  Providence,  R.  I.  Mr.  Vernon  was 
dismissed  from  his  pastorate  April  12,  1837,  having 
labored  successfully  for  eleven  years.  He  found  the 
church  torn  with  dissensions ;  he  left  it  enlai|;ed  and 
united.  He  wns  a  man  of  excellent  spirit,  sound  in 
doctrine  and  judicious  in  management.  He  greatly 
endeared  himself  to  all  the  people.  During  his  minis- 
try the  Sunday-school  was  inaugurated,  and  many  of 
the  young  united  with  the  church.  Mr.  Vernon  re- 
sided in  the  village  in  Mrs.  Otis  GofTs  chambers. 
After  leaving  Rehoboth  he  preached  a  while  at  Kings- 
ton, R.  I.  He  was  soon  compelled  to  give  up  the 
ministry  on  account  of  a  severe  bronchial  affection. 
He  then  engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine  at  Perth 
Amboy,  N.  J.,  and  other  places. 

The  last  few  years  of  his  life  were  spent  in  retire- 
ment at  Providence,  R.  I.,  where  he  died  May  9, 1876, 
of  acute  bronchitis,  in  his  seventy-ninth  year,  and 
lies  buried  in  the  old  family  ground  at  Newport,  R.  I. 
His  widow  is  still  living  in  Providence,  in  her  seventy- 
fifth  year.  The  successor  of  Mr.  Vernon  and  the  fifth 
pastor  of  this  church  was  the  Rev.  John  Chester 
Paine,  who  was  ordained  over  the  church  June  6, 
1838.  The  ordination  sermon  was  preached  by  his 
brother,  Rev.  William  P.  Paine,  D.D.,  of  Holden. 
On  the  first  day  of  September  following  the  society 
passed  a  vote  to  build  a  new  meeting-house.  A  mi- 
nority, however,  were  strongly  opposed  to  this  move- 
ment. The  building  committee  consisted  of  Abiah 
Bliss,  Jr.,  William  K.  Bullock,  John  R.  Rogerson, 
and  Cyrus  M.  Wheatou.  It  was  decided  to  locate  the 
new  house  in  the  village  on  the  lot  where  Jonathan 
Whcaton's  barn  stood.  Mr.  Wheaton  gave  the  small 
plot  which  belonged  to  him,  and  the  Goff  brothers, 
Darius  and  Nelson,  gave  the  remainder.  The  church 
edifice  was  erected  and  dedicated  the  following  year. 
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1889.  It  is  sixty  feet  long  by  forty  wide,  and  cost 
three  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars.  Its  seating 
capacity  is  about  three  hundred  and  twenty. 

After  the  dedication  of  the  new  house,  the  disaf- 
fected members  of  the  church  and  the  society  joined 
with  other  families  in  town,  who  were  Baptists  in 
belief,  in  holding  a  series  of  religious  meetings  at 
Lewis'  tavern.  This  resulted  in  the  formation  of  the 
Union  Baptist  Church. 

The  "  old  yellow  meeting-house,"  which  had  stood 
on  the  village  cemetery  lot  for  sixty-six  years,  was 
finally  sold  to  Mr.  Otis  Qoff,  who  moved  the  materials' 
home,  and  reconstructed  them  into  a  barn,  which  is 
now  standing. 

Mr.  Paine  was  an  excellent  preacher,  and  a  very 
useful  man  in  the  community.  lie  was  born  at  Ash- 
field,  Mass.,  Jan.  28,  1806.  He  was  the  seventh  gen- 
eration in  direct  line  from  Stephen  Paine,  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  Rehoboth.  He  was  educated  at 
Amherst  and  Princeton  Colleges,  and  received  the 
degree  of  A.M.  from  the  latter  in  1848.  He  grad- 
uated from  the  theological  seminary  at  East  Windsor, 
Conn.,  in  1886.  He  was  married  April,  1889,  to  Miss 
Eliza  Folger,  of  Nantucket.  He  was  dismissed  from 
this  church  April  5, 1847,  having  served  the  church 
faithfully  for  nine  years.  After  leaving  Rehoboth  he 
preached  at  Gardner,  Sandwich,  Dracut,  and  Grove- 
land,  Mass.  In  the  places  where  he  was  settled  he 
was  chairman  of  the  school  committee  many  years. 
He  died  at  Groveland  of  typhoid  pneumonia,  March 
10, 1880,  in  his  seventy-fifth  year.  His  widow  sur- 
vives him  at  the  age  of  sixty-four.  There  are  two 
children, — Charles  F.  Payne,  a  lawyer  in  Boston,  and 
Harriet  E.  Paine,  who  has  been  preceptress  of  Oread 
Female  Seminary,  at  Worcester,  Mass.  She  now  re- 
sides with  her  mother  in  Groveland. 

Mr.  Paine  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Charles  P.  Qros- 
venor,  who  was  acting  pastor  of  this  church  from 
September,  1847,  to  September,  1856,  just  nine  years. 
Mr.  Grosvenor  was  born  Aug.  12,  1804,  at  Pom  fret, 
Conn.;  graduated  at  Yale  College  in  1827 ;  spent  one 
year  in  the  service  of  the  American  Sunday-School 
Union  in  Illinois  and  Missouri,  and  graduated  at 
Yale  Theological  Seminary  in  1881.  For  two  years 
he  was  secretary  and  agent  of  the  Connecticut  Sun- 
day-School Union  and  editor  of  the  Sunday-School 
Record,  published  in  New  Haven.  He  was  ordained 
at  Blackstone,  Mass.,  July  16,  1834.  Before  coming 
to  Rehoboth  he  preached  at  Kingston  and  North 
Scituate,  R.  I.  After  leaving  Rehoboth  he  preached 
at  Stoneham  and  East  Randolph,  Mass.,  and  at  Can- 
terbury, East  Woodstock,  and  Ashfield,  Conn.  His 
eyesiglit  failing,  he  closed  his  ministerial  labors 
March  81,  1881.  Mr.  Grosvenor's  first  wife  was  Cor- 
delia Mathewson,  of  Pomfret,  Conn.  They  were  mar- 
ried June  24, 1885.  She  died  the  following  year.  On 
the  9th  of  April,  1838,  he  married  Hannah  H.  Wells, 
of  Kingston,  R.  I.,  who  died  Nov.  6, 1840.  His  third 
wife  was  Elizabeth  E.  Foster,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  to 


whom  he  was  married  May  19,  1842.  They  cele- 
brated the  fortieth  anniversary  of  their  marriage  at 
Pomfret,  Conn.,  May  19,  1882,  Deacon  E.  A.  Brown 
being  present  as  the  representative  from  this  church. 

Mr.  Grosvenor  was  a  man  of  sterling  sense  and  deep 
piety,  and  was  greatly  beloved  by  all  the  people. 

In  1851  the  following  names  were  honored  by  re- 
ceiving a  diploma,  signed  by  Mr.  Grosvenor,  for  com- 
mitting to  memory  the  "  Westminster  Shorter  Cate- 
chism :"  Edward  P.  Brown,  Arnold  De  F.  Urown, 
Amanda  M.  Brown,  Rebecca  Bliss,  Sarah  A.  Carpen- 
ter, Rachel  Carpenter,  Hattie  A.  Carpenter,  Lydia  J. 
Peck,  Dexter  W.  Horton,  William  H.  Luther,  Nellie 
M.  Marsh,  and  Elizabeth  B.  Pierce. 

A  powerful  revival  occurred  in  the  church  in  the 
fall  of  1855,  when  Rev.  Norris  Day,  the  evangelist, 
assisted  the  piistor.  On  the  2d  of  Alarch,  1856,  thirty- 
one  persons  unite<l  with  the  church,  all  by  profession 
except  one.  In  1840  the  present  parsonage  was  built, 
Mr.  Grosvenor  furnishing  the  plan. 

In  a  recent  letter  from  Pomfret,  Conn.,  Mr.  Gros- 
venor writes,  '*  I  have  very  many  pleasant  memories 
and  but  few  of  a  difierent  character  in  connection 
with  my  fields  of  labor.  Rehoboth  stands  firat  on 
the  list  in  the  number  and  richness  of  its  reminis- 
cences. I  often  wonder  that  I  left  a  people  who  loved 
me  so  well,  and  to  whom  I  was  and  am  still  so  strongly 
attached." 

The  successor  of  Mr.  Grosvenor  was  Rev.  Walter 
P.  Doe,  who  supplied  the  pulpit  two  years,  beginning 
with  the  spring  of  1857.  Mr.  Doe  rcsidc<i  in  Pnivi- 
dence,  R.  I.,  but  came  to  Rehoboth  on  the  Sabbatli, 
and  occasionally  spent  several  days  visiting  among 
the  people  and  holding  neighborhood  prayer-meet- 
ings. In  this  way  the  church  was  kept  awake,  and 
several  persons  were  hopefully  converted.  Mr.  Doe 
was  born  at  Wilton,  N.  Y.,  March  30,  1818.  He 
graduated  at  Union  College  in  1844,  and  at  Andover 
Theological  Seminary  in  1847.  He  was  ordained  at 
River  Point,  R.  I.,  the  same  year.  Aug.  1,  1840,  he 
was  married  to  Miss  Sophia  S.  Knight,  of  Providence, 
R.  I.  Mr.  Doe  still  resides  in  Providence,  preaching 
occasionally,  but  is  unable  to  study  on  account  of  the 
infiamed  state  of  his  eyes. 

The  next  acting  pastor  of  this  church  was  Rev. 
Alexander  C.  Childs,  from  Jan.  1,  1860,  to  April  1, 
1862.  Mr.  Childs  was  born  at  Nantucket,  Aug.  31, 
1823.  Ho  graduated  at  Yale  College  in  1845,  and 
Union  Theological  Seminary  in  1849.  Aug.  17, 1857, 
he  married  Miss  Eunice  11.  Barney,  of  Nantucket 
They  have  four  children.  Mr.  Childs  has  had  several 
fields  of  labor,  and  is  now  preaching  at  West  Glouces- 
ter, Mass. 

Rev.  S.  Y.  Luni  was  the  next  acting  pastor,  who 
came  here  in  July,  1862,  and  continued  two  years. 

Mr.  Lum  was  born  at  New  Providence,  N.  J.,  May 
6,  1821 ;  studied  at  Oberlin  College,  and  graduated  at 
Union  Theological  Seminary  in  1848.  He  was  or- 
dained at  Middletown,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  13,  1852. 
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Mr.  Lum  went  to  Kansafl  in  1854,  and  organized  the 
first  church  in  the  new  Territory ;  remained  there  as 
home  missionary  and  missionary  superintendent  until 
18G1,  through  all  the  ''Border  Ruffian  war."  On 
leaving  Rehobotli  he  preached  at  Groton,  N.  Y.,  and 
returned  to  Kansas  in  1869,  remaining  until  1875. 
Since  then  he  has  preached  at  Mannsville,  N.  Y.,  and 
at  Rocky  Hill  and  New  Fairfield,  Conn.,  where  he 
now  resides. 

Rev.  Francis  H.  Boynton  was  ordained  pastor  of 
this  church  Oct.  20,  1864,  and  continued  his  work 
here  until  Aug.  30,  18G7.  During  his  pantorate  the 
church  was  greatly  revived,  and  more  than  fifty  per- 
sons were  added  to  its  membership. 

Mr.  IViynton  was  born  in  Troy,  N.  Y.,  March  14, 
1839.  He  graduated  at  Amherst  College  in  18G1,  and 
at  Andover  Theological  Seminary  in  18G4.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Emily  A.  Clark,  of  Amherst,  Mass.,  May 
24,  1866.    They  have  four  children. 

Since  leaving  Rehoboth,  Mr.  Boynton  has  traveled 
in  the  East,  visiting  Egypt,  Palestine,  and  other  coun- 
tries. He  has  preached  at  Assonet,  New  Marlborough, 
Raynham,  and  Essex,  Mass.,  and  is  now  at  Rye, 
N.  H. 

Mr.  Boynton  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Thomas  Henry 
Johnson,  who  was  acting  pastor  from  October,  1868, 
to  October.  1869.  He  wns  born  March  24,  1824,  at 
Portland,  Me.  He  studieil  and  taught  at  the  Mission 
Institute,  Quincy,  III.,  under  the  charge  of  the  Rev. 
David  Nelson.  He  was  ordained  at  La  Uarpe,  111.,  in 
April,  1853;  was  married  the  following  December  to 
Miss  Martha  A.  Brooks,  of  Dalton,  N.  H.;  they  have 
two  children.  Mr.  Johnson  now  resides  at  New  Bruns- 
wick, N.  J. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Henry  D. 
Wood  worth,  who  was  acting  pastor  of  this  church 
from  December,  1869,  to  October,  1872.  He  was  born 
in  Lebanon,  Conn.,  Feb.  18, 1826.  He  graduated  at 
Amherst  College  in  1855,  and  at  Andover  Theological 
Seminary  in  1860 ;  was  ordained  at  East  Bridgewater 
in  September  of  the  same  year.  He  was  married  Aug. 
14, 1855,  to  Miss  Sarah  E.  Carkin,  of  Brookfield,  Mass. 
They  have  three  children.  'Since  leaving  Rehoboth, 
I^Ir.  Wood  worth  has  been  engaged  in  the  jewelry 
business  in  Boston. 

Rev.  Isaac  R.  Prior  was  the  next  acting  pastor. 
He  began  his  labors  for  this  church  July  13, 1873,  and 
remained  until  October,  1877.  Mr.  Prior  was  born  in 
Ohio,  July  22,  1840.  He  graduated  at  Adrian  Col- 
lege, Michigan,  in  1863,  at  the  University  of  Law  at 
Albany,  N.  Y.,  in  1865,  and  at  Union  Theological 
Seminary  in  1870.  He  was  married,  Sept.  29, 1874, 
to  Miss  Ruth  E.  Manton,  of  Providence,  R.  I.  Since 
1877,  Mr.  Prior  has  preached  at  Kingston,  R.  I.,  and 
at  Alma,  Fredonia,  and  Great  Bend,  Kan. 

The  present  pastor  is  Rev.  George  H.  Tilton,  whose 
services  to  this  church  began  in  January,  1878.  He 
was  installed  as  its  pastor  Nov.  2,  1882. 

During  the  first  century  of  its  history  this  church 
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had  only  three  pastors.  Within  the  sixty-two  years 
already  passed  of  its  second  century  it  has  had  eleven 
ministers,  four  of  whom  were  installed  as  pastors. 

Within  the  last  twenty-six  years  there  have  been 
eight  ministers,  of  whom  only  two  were  pastors.  It 
is  much  to  be  doubted  whether  this  tendency  towards 
short  pastorates  has  proved  beneficial  either  to  the 
church  or  its  ministers. 

The  church  has  always  been  supplied  with  two  or 
more  deacons,  the  whole  number  of  whom,  since  its 
organization,  is  twenty-five.  We  give  below  a  list  of 
their  names  and  the  year  of  their  appointment : 

Thomas  Ormsby,  Elisha  May,  1721;  John  Wil- 
marth,  1731 ;  Abiah  Carpenter,  1738 ;  Joshua  Smith, 
1744;  Thomas  Carpenter,  1744;  Stephen  Moulton, 

1750;    Ephraim   Bliss,   1762;   Joshua  Smith,  ; 

Daniel  Bliss,  ;  John  Brown,  1791;  Calvin  Ja- 
cobs, 1801 ;  Asahel  Bliss,  1808;  Chase  Moulton,  1811; 
Ezra  Perry,  1814;  Asahel  Bliss,  1827;  Elijah  A. 
Reed,  1832;  Eleazer  A.  Brown,  1842;  Elisha  A. 
King,  1842;  Josephus  B.  Smith,  1851 ;  Asaph  Carpen- 
ter, 1858;  Gustavus  A.  Reed,  1863;  David  Taylor, 
Francis  A.  Bliss,  William  H.  Luther,  1877. 

Oak  Swamp  GhurciL— This  church  at  first  be- 
longed to  the  Six-Principle  Baptists,  and  was  gath- 
ered by  Rev.  John  Comer  in  1732.  He  was  installed 
its  pastor  July  26tli  of  that  year.  The  installation 
sermon  was  preached  by  Rev.  Ephraim  Wheaton,  of 
Swansea,  from  1  Thess.  v.  12,  13. 

Mr.  Comer  was  a  very  able  preacher  and  gathered 
many  into  the  church.  In  November  following  he 
baptized  fifteen  persons  in  one  day,  and  within  a  year 
from  its  commencement  it  numbered  nearly  one  hun- 
dred members. 

Mr.  Comer  was  born  in  Boston,  Aug.  1,  1704. 
From  a  very  early  age  he  delighted  in  books,  and 
composed  a  discourse  when  only  fifteen.  He  at- 
tempted to  learn  a  glover's  trade,  but  his  passion  for 
study  was  so  strong  that  he  prevailed  on  his  grand- 
father to  send  him  to  school. 

In  1723  he  was  admitted  to  Yale  College,  and  in 
1724  studied  with  Rev.  Mr.  Barnard,  a  Congrega- 
tional minister  of  Andover.  After  reading  "Stennett 
on  Baptism"  he  became  an  ardent  Baptist.  In  1725 
he  went  to  Swansea  to  teach  school,  and  while  there 
assisted  Rev.  Ephraim  Wheaton  in  the  services  of  the 
Sabbath.  In  1726  he  received  a  call  to  preach  in  the 
First  Baptist  Church  at  Newport.  After  preaching 
to  this  church  about  a  year  as  colleague  with  the  Rev. 
William  Peckham,  he  came  out  and  advocated  the 
Six-Principle  theory.  In  consequence  of  this  act  he 
was  dismissed  from  the  First  Church,  and  became 
colleague  with  Elder  Daniel  Wightman,  of  the  Sec- 
ond Baptist  Church,  where  he  remained  two  years, 
preaching  with  remarkable  success. 

He  was  married  Jan.  20, 1726,  to  Miss  Sarah  Rogers, 
of  Newport,  by  whom  he  had  three  children.  On 
coming  to  Rehoboth  he  labored  with  such  zeal  that 
he  undermined  his  health,  and  died  of  consumption 
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May  23,  1734,  in  his  thirtieth  year.  He  was  buried 
in  tlie  old  yard  at  South  Rehoboth,  where  his  tomb- 
stone of  blue  slate  may  still  be  seen,  bearing  this 
brief  inscription, — 

"  Her*  lies  lotorrwl 

y  Body  of  y  B«v^ 

Mr.  Jobu  Gonier 

Dec'  Maj  y«  29* 

1734  ia  y  30t<> 

year  of  Age.** 

Mr.  Comer  had  formed  the  design  of  writing  the 
history  of  the  American  Baptists,  and  had  collected 
valuable  materials,  which  were  used  subsequently  by 
both  Backus  and  Benedict  in  their  histories. 

Mr.  Comer's  successor  was  Nathaniel  Millard,  who 
was  ordained  June  24, 1786 ;  but  ho  proved  unworthy 
of  his  trust,  and  was  dismissed  in  1742. 

Elder  Samuel  Maxwell  was  the  next  pastor,  and 
was  installed  in  October,  1745.  Having  preached  to 
this  church  for  several  years,  he  became  a  Congrega- 
tional ist,  and  took  up  the  pen  against  the  Baptists. 
The  church,  thus  unfortunate  in  its  pastors,  became 
discouraged  and  scattered,  and  many  of  its  members 
eventually  joined  other  churches. 

Some  of  them,  however,  held  together,  and  secured 
the  services  of  Elder  Richard  Round,  one  of  Mr. 
Comer's  converts,  who  had  organized  a  church  in  the 
northeast  part  of  the  town.  Mr.  Round  preached  to 
the  Oak  Swamp  Church  till  his  death.  May  18,  1768. 
His  tombstone  may  be  seen  near  Elder  John  Comer's 
in  the  old  burying-grouud,  about  a  mile  southeast  of 
the  Orleans  Factory. 

The  original  Oak  Swamp  meeting-house  stood  on 
the  corner  lot  at  the  junction  of  the  two  roads  which 
meet  a  short  distance  south  of  Mr.  Edward  Horton's 
store,  now  the  South  Rehoboth  post-office.  This 
house  was  framed  on  the  old  cemetery  lot,  where 
Elders  Comer  and  Round  were  buried,  but  it  was 
taken  away  in  the  night  by  the  Oak  Swamp  people, 
and  raised  on  the  spot  above  mentioned.  After  the 
death  of  Elder  Round  the  church  no  longer  existed 
under  the  *'  Six  Principle"  creed.  In  1773  another 
church  was  organized,  with  open  communion  princi- 
ples. Some  of  its  members  had  come  out  from  Elder 
John  Hix's  church,  a  close-communion  Baptist,  and 
others  ha(]  been  converted  and  baptized  by  Rev. 
Elhanan  Winchester,  a  traveling  preacher,  while 
others  still  had  belonged  to  the  original  church 
founded  by  Rev.  John  Comer.  This  new  church  or- 
dained Mr.  Jacob  Hix  as  their  pastor,  Jan.  20,  1773, 
and  held  their  services  in  the  Oak  Swamp  meeting- 
house. Elder  Jacob  Hix  was  born  Jan.  1, 1740.  He 
was  the  son  of  Elder  John  Hix,  and  brother  of  Elder 
Daniel  Hix,  of  Dartmouth.  He  owned  a  farm  and 
part  of  a  mill,  which,  with  some  help  from  the  church, 
enabled  him  to  live  comfortably.  He  had  no  chil- 
dren. He  died  March  30,  1809,  aged  sixty-nine 
years. 

The  successor  of  Elder  Hix  was  Elder  Childs  Lu- 


ther, who  was  pastor  of  this  church  for  many  yeant. 
The  present  house  of  worship  was  erected  during  his 
pastorate.  It  was  built  by  a  joint-stock  company, 
Mr.  Nathan  Hix  taking  the  contract  for  one  thousand 
dollars.  It  was  dedicated  May  28,  1834.  Soon  after 
the  old  house  was  torn  down  and  made  over  into  a 
barn.  Elder  Luther  continued  his  labors  among  this 
people  until  about  the  year  1841,  having  preached  to 
them  more  than  thirty  years.  In  the  latter  part  of 
his  pastorate  a  division  occurred  in  the  church  on 
account  of  the  temperance  question.  He  was  in- 
clined to  be  conservative,  while  some  of  his  people 
became  vehement  supporters  of  the  principle  of  total 
abstinence.  This  breach  was  nuide  wider  by  the 
Millerite  excitement,  for  which  Elder  Luther  had  no 
sympathy.  Ho  was  born  Feb.  6,  1780,  and  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Lucy  Kilton,  Dec.  10,  17U7.  He  also 
married  a  second  wife,  Mrs.  Mehi table  Goff,  Oct.  21, 
1827.  He  died  July  3,  1859,  in  his  eightieth  year. 
His  only  surviving  son,  Mr.  Nathan  C.  Luther,  resides 
in  Attleborough. 

For  a  number  of  years  Elder  George  Kelton  as- 
sisted Mr.  Luther  as  colleague. 

In  the  year  1829  there  was  an  extensive  revival  in 
connection  with  the  labors  of  Elder  Joseph  Black- 
mar,  of  New  York,  an  itinerant  preacher.  He  spent 
about  a  year  in  this  town,  and  baptized  in  all  forty- 
eight  converts.  On  the  first  day  of  January,  1830, 
he  immersed  sixteen  persons  in  the  pond  just  below 
the  site  of  the  present  meeting-house ;  for  this  pur- 
pose a  way  was  cut  through  the  ice,  which  was  four- 
teen inches  thick. 

Elder  Hlackmar  spent  his  htst  years  in  Boston  and 
died  there  in  October,  1878,  aged  sovcnty-eiKht  years. 

In  the  year  1842,  Elder  M.  E.  Gammons  came  from 
Westport  to  this  place  and  began  to  preach  the  doc- 
trines of  Millerism,  and  many  were  curried  away  with 
excitement.  Quite  a  number  of  the  people,  mostly 
members  of  the  old  church  under  Elder  Luther,  met 
together  and  formed  themselves  into  a  new  body  but 
adopting  the  same  general  creed.  Many  of  the  sub- 
stantial old  members,  however,  refused  to  join  in  this 
movement  and  were  left  without  any  church  connec- 
tion. 

The  second  advent  excitement  proved  a  great  injury 
to  the  church.  The  people  soon  became  dissatisfied 
with  Elder  Gammons,  and  some  of  the  members  ab- 
sented themselves  from  all  religious  services.  The 
congregations  were  snuill,  and  they  had  no  regular 
pastor  for  several  years.  The  pulpit  was  supplied  by 
Deacon  Herman  Wood  and  Elders  Luther  Haker,  J. 
S.  Thompson,  and  O.  P.  Tuckerman. 

In  November,  1848,  Elder  James  Pierce  began  to 
preach  to  this  church.  A  protracted  meeting  was 
held  in  which  Mr.  Pierce  was  assisted  by  Elder  Al- 
bert G.  Morton,  and  quite  a  number  were  converted. 
Thirteen  ccmverts  were  baptized  Feb.  25,  1849.  Mr. 
Pierce  was  ordained  over  the  church  June  12,  1849, 
and  was  dismissed  in  August,  1850.    The  church  was 
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supplied  for  the  following  year  by  Elders  Waterman 
Piorcc  and  Otiii  Bliag. 

Elder  J.  W.  Oborne,  of  Swannca,  Rupplied  this 
l>ii]pit  in  connection  with  that  of  the  Christian 
Church  in  Swansea  for  eleven  and  a  half  years, 
from  18^6  until  April,  1877.  Another  revival  oc- 
curred in  187(V-71,and  several  persons  were  baptized. 
Elder  Osborne  still  preaches  at  Swansea. 

Elder  AVilliam  Miller,  of  Swansea,  preached  at  this 
church  most  of  the  time  from  Jan.  1,  1878,  to  April 
1,  1882.  Mr.  Miller  has  had  several  pastorates,  and 
now  preaches  at  the  Hornbine  Church  in  this  town. 

The  Oak  Swamp  Church  has  had  a  hard  struggle 
to  live.  It  has  never  paid  a  larger  salary  than  two 
hunilrcil  dollars.  At  the  present  time  no  regular 
services  are  held,  and  the  outlook  is  not  hopeful. 

The  Hornbine  Ghnroh. — This  church  is  in  the 
southeast  part  of  Rehoboth,  and  belongs  to  the  order 
of  the  "Six-Principle  Baptists."  Their  creed  is  con- 
tained in  Hebrews,  the  sixth  chapter,  first  and  second 
verseft.  The  name  "Hornbine"  is  a  corruption  of 
Hornbeam,  and  was  given  to  the  church  because 
there  were  many  trees  of  this  species  in  its  vicinity. 

Al>out  thirty  members  of  the  Second  Baptist  Church 
in  Swansea  formed  themselves  into  a  church  in  Re- 
hoboth, and  ordained  Mr.  Daniel  Martin  as  their  pas- 
tor Feb.  8,  1753.*  Elder  Martin  was  the  eldest  son 
of  Deacon  Melatiah  ISlartin,  of  Swansea.  He  was 
born  Sept.  23, 1702,  followed  the  trade  of  a  house  car- 
penter, and  died  Nov.  18,  1781,  aged  seventy-nine. 
He  had  nine  children.  In  1770  he  published  a  dis- 
course against  particular  election  and  efficacious  grace 
in  conversion,  to  which  the  Rev.  Isaac  Backus  pub- 
lishctl  an  answer  the  following  year.  Soon  after  the 
settlement  of  Elder  Martin  over  this  church.  Elder 
Nathan  Pierce  was  ordained  as  his  cx)l league,  and 
continued  to  preach  to  this  people  for  forty  years. 

Mr.  Pierce  was  born  in  Warwick,  R.  I.,  in  1716.  In 
1738  he  married  Lydia  Martin,  of  Barrington,  R.  I., 
by  whom  he  had  sixteen  children,  ten  sons  and  six 
daughters.  BIr.  Pierce  died  April  14,  1793,'  in  his 
seven ty-eighth  year.  His  mortal  remains  lie  buried 
in  the  family  yani  in  the  Horton  neighborhood,  where 
ninny  of  his  descendants  are  interred. 

During  his  ministry  the  church  increased  in  num- 
bers and  strength. 

Some  years  before  the  death  of  Elder  Pierce,  Elder 
Thomas  Seamans  was  ordained  as  his  colleague.  Mr. 
Sennians  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  possessed 
great  physical  vigor.  He  preached  a  sermon  in  this 
church  after  he  was  one  hundred  years  of  age,  and 
died  in  1826,  at  the  advanced  age  of  one  hundred  and 
four  years,  five  months,  and  fifteen  days,  probably  the 
oldest  person  that  ever  died  in  Rehoboth.  He  spent 
the  last  few  years  of  his  life  with  his  son,  Mr.  Com- 
fort Seamans,  who  owned  a  farm  about  a  mile  north 
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of  the  church.  His  remains  lie  buried  in  a  little 
plot  on  the  farm  inclosed  by  a  strong  wall,  but  over- 
grown with  shrubs.  An  elm  and  two  cedars  of  con- 
siderable size  stand  within  the  plot.  The  rude  stones 
that  mark  the  grave  are  without  inscription.  Beside 
him  are  buried  his  son  and  several  members  of  his 
family.  Elder  Seamans'  grandson,  Josiah  Simmons, 
was  an  honored  deacon  in  this  church  for  many  years. 

During  Elder  Seamans'  pastorate  he  was  assisted 
by  several  colleagues.  Elder  Benjamin  Mason,  of 
Swansea,  preached  to  this  church  for  a  time.  In  the 
year  1800,  Elder  Preserved  Pierce  and  Elder  Philip 
Pierce  were  ordnined  as  associate  pastors  with  Elder 
Seamans.  Concerning  Elder  Philip  Pierce  but  little 
can  be  gathered.  After  preaching  a  while  to  this 
church  he  went  West  for  several  years.  He  spent  his 
lost  years  in  Dighton,  Mass. 

Elder  Preserved  Pierce  was  the  son  of  Elder  Nathan 
Pierce,  and  was  born  July  23, 1768.  He  married  Sarah 
Lewis,  of  Rehoboth,  by  whom  he  had  a  large  family 
of  children.  During  his  pastorate  no  salary  was  paid 
by  the  church,  the  minister  was  expected  to  earn  his 
bread  by  the  sweat  of  his  brow.  Mr.  Pierce  used  to 
say  that  the  only  money  he  received  for  his  services 
was  6fty  cents  a  year,  which  sum  a  good  lady.  Miss 
Molly  Miller,  slipped  into  his  fingers  while  shaking 
hands  with  him.  A  large  number  of  members  were 
added  to  the  church  during  his  ministry,  which  con- 
tinued till  his  death,  June  29,  1828,  in  the  seventieth 
year  of  his  age.  After  the  death  of  Elder  Pierce  the 
church  was  supplied  by  Elder  William  Manchester, 
Elder  Joseph  Blackman,  and  others,  until  1834,  when 
Elder  Otis  Potter,  of  Cranston,  R.  I.,  became  their 
minister. 

On  the  first  Sabbath  in  May  of  that  year  Elder 
Potter  organized  the  Sunday-school,  consisting  of 
thirty  or  forty  youth,  which  he  superintended  himself. 
It  soon  increased  to  more  than  one  hundred  members. 
He  resided  at  Swansea  Factory,  and  preached  a  part 
of  the  time  to  the  Swansea  Church  at  the  house  of 
Deacon  Ellery  Wood.  During  the  first  year  of  Elder 
Potter's  pastorate  there  was  a  revival,  and  sixty  per- 
sons joined  the  church  on  profession  of  faith. 

Elder  Potter  was  a  strong  advocate  for  temperance, 
and  an  uncompromising  abolitionist.  At  the  time  of 
the  Dorr  disturbance  in  Rhode  Island,  he  took  a  rigid 
stand  against  the  Dorr  party,  much  to  the  displeasure 
of  certain  members  of  his  church.  On  going  into 
his  pulpit  one  Sabbath,  having  the  week  before  ex- 
pressed himself  strongly  on  this  point,  he  found  sus- 
pended there  a  gun,  knapsack,  bayonet,  sword,  and 
various  other  implements  of  war. 

Finding  that  he  had  in  various  ways  aroused  con- 
siderable opposition  to  himself,  he  left  Rehoboth  in 
1841  or  1842  and  preached  at  Cranston,  R.  I.,  until 
1848,  when  he  returned  to  his  former  charge  in  Reho- 
both, where  he  remained  four  years  longer.  After 
that  he  moved  to  Providence  and  went  into  the  book 
business,  still  preaching  as  he  had  opportunity.    He 
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died  May  27,  1857,  of  coDSumption.  His  widow  sur- 
vives him.  His  three  children  are  also  living,  two 
sons  and  a  daughter.  One  of  his  sons  is  Elder  Thomas 
Potter,  who  preaches  in  Fresno,  Cal. 

After  Elder  Potter  resigned  his  pastorate  the  church 
was  supplied  by  Elders  Warner  and  Morton,  and  Elder 
Samuel  Knight,  of  Swansea. 

Elder  Waterman  Pierce  also  preached  to  this  people 
for  several  years.  He  was  ordained  at  this  church  in 
1837  (?).  Most  of  his  ministerial  life  has  been  spent 
in  behalf  of  the  Free- Will  Baptist  Church  at  Barney- 
ville,  Swansea,  which  he  gathered  about  forty  years 
ago. 

Elder  Welcome  G.  Comstock  was  acting  pastor  of 
this  church  for  about  fourteen  years,  beginning  in 
1862.  He  was  a  kind,  jovial  man,  and  an  entertain- 
ing speaker,  but  a  poor  financier. 

From  1876  to  1880,  Rev.  James  L.  Pierce  was  acting 
pastor  of  this  church.  During  this  time  there  was  a 
revival,  in  which  Mr.  Pierce  was  assisted  by  Dr.  M. 
L.  Kossvalley,  a  converted  Jew.  The  church  received 
some  additions  and  was  much  strengthened.  Mr. 
Pierce  now  resides  in  South  Rehoboth  without  charge, 
having  preached  at  various  places  for  more  than  thirty 
years. 

The  present  acting  pastor  of  this  church  is  Rev. 
William  Miller,  of  Swansea,  who  began  his  labors 
here  April  1.  1880. 

Elders  Miller  and  Pierce  are  both  members  of  the 
Christian  Baptist  denomination,  and  the  Hornebine 
Church  has  virtually  abandoned  the  "Six-Principle'' 
theory,  though  it  still  retains  the  old  creed,  to  which 
a  few  of  the  oldest  members  cling. 

About  twenty  years  ago  the  people  attending 
church  at  the  Hornebine  formed  themselves  into  an 
organization  which  they  designated  as  The  First  Bap- 
tist Church  and  Society.  Under  the  direction  of  this 
society  yearly  clam-bakes  are  held  in  a  grove  near 
the  cliurch.  These  clam-bakes  have  become  very 
popular.  On  the  day  of  this  annual  feast  nearly 
three  thousand  people  are  wont  to  assemble,  coming 
from  the  surrounding  cities  and  towns.  Many  of 
them  have  parents  or  relatives  living  in  the  neighbor- 
hood, and  the  day  is  to  them  an  occasion  of  a  grand 
reunion.  More  than  a  thousand  dollars  has  been 
taken  in  a  single  day. 

The  Irons  Church. — This  church  is  situated  in  the 
north  part  of  the  town.  It  belongs  to  the  Free- Will 
Baptist  order,  and  wiw  organized  Oct.  2,  1777,  with 
thirty-one  members.  For  three  years  they  had  no 
pastor.  The  church  very  early  connected  itself  with 
the  Groton  Conference.  Mr.  James  Sheldon,  of 
Providence,  11.  I.,  was  ordained  their  pastor  Sept.  6, 
1680.  He  was  dismissed  July  21,  1792,  and  removed 
to  the  State  of  New  York.  The  church  obtained  oc- 
casional supplies  till  Mr.  Jeremiah  Irons  came  to  be 
their  pastor,  lie  was  ordained  over  this  church  Sept. 
24,  1795.  He  continued  his  pastoral  labors  with 
great  acceptance  until  his  dismission,  June  26,  1799. 


He  was  born  in  Gloucester,  R.  I.,  Oct.  14,  1765. 
Afler  leaving  Rehoboth  he  preached  many  years  at 
the  West.  For  several  years  after  the  removal  of  Mr. 
Irons  the  church  was  supplied  by  Elders  William 
Northrup,  Daniel  Hix,  and  others,  until  1808,  when 
Elder  Samuel  Northrup  became  acting  pastor  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  July  21,  1812. 

Elder  Northrup  was  born  in  North  Kingston,  R.  I. 
He  was  a  most  faithful  and  devout  man,  and  the 
church  was  greatly  prospered  during  his  ministry. 

Again  the  church  was  left  without  a  regular  pastor 
for  a  number  of  years.  Elder  Sylvester  Round 
preached  occasionally  and  administered  the  sacra- 
ment. 

The  church  was  also  supplied  by  Elders  Childs 
Luther,  Daniel  Hix,  Levi  Hathaway,  and  Reuben 
Allen. 

The  church  enjoyed  its  greatest  revival  in  the  years 
1820-22,  under  the  labors  of  Elders  David  Sweet  and 
Levi  Hathaway,  and  a  large  number  of  worthy  mem- 
bers were  gathered  into  the  church. 

From  this  time  the  church  became  connected  with 
the  Rhode  Island  Quarterly  Meeting,  and  was  sup- 
plied largely  with  ministers  from  that  association. 

In  1830-31  the  church  enjoyed  another  interesting 
revival,  under  the  preaching  of  Elder  John  Yeum- 
shaw,  when  twenty-five  more  persons  joined  its  mem- 
bership. 

In  1834-35,  Elder  Juuia  S.  Mowry  was  acting  ])as- 
tor.  He  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  David  Steere,  who 
was  ordained  pastor  of  this  church  in  Septeml)er, 
1836.  His  father  was  u  Quaker,  who  died  leaving 
him,  a  young  lad,  with  a  large  fortune.  This  he  soon 
wasted  with  riotous  living,  and  worked  for  a  time  in 
a  paper-mill  in  Cumberland,  R.  I.  He  was  converted 
in  a  bar-room.  As  he  was  putting  a  glass  of  rum  to 
his  li{)s,  he  seemed  to  hear  a  voice  saying  to  him, 
plainly,  "  David,  if  you  drink  that  cup,  you  drink 
your  eternal  damnation."  He  dropped  the  glass,  fell 
on  his  knees,  and  cried  to  God  for  mercy.  From  that 
hour  he  was  an  active  Christian.  He  remained  with 
this  church  till  1840,  when  he  was  dismissed,  and 
went  to  Newport,  R.  I. 

Mr.  John  W.  Col  well  was  ordained  pastor  of  this 
church  in  October,  1841,  and  continued  for  four  years. 
For  several  ycai-s  he  was  overseer  in  the  factory  at 
Hebronville.  He  preached  a  while  in  California,  and 
on  his  return  died  at  Panama.  He  left  several  chil- 
dren. One  of  his  sons  is  llev.  John  W.  (/olwcll,  a 
Congregational  clergyman. 

Mr.  Colwcll  was  succeeded  by  Elder  Joshua  Stet- 
son, who  was  ordained  over  the  church  in  August, 
1845,  and  labored  in  all  about  two  years,  when  he 
removed  to  Taunton. 

Mr.  Stetson's  successor  was  Elder  Gardner  Clarke, 
who  was  acting  pastor  from  July,  1846,  until  1853, 
during  which  time  there  was  a  revival,  and  several 
names  were  added  to  the  church.  Mr.  Clarke  was 
born  at  Highgate,  Vt.,  Aug.  21,  1812.     He  spent  his 
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early  days  mostly  at  Bradford,  Vt.,  and  received  a 
good  education  from  the  academies  of  his  native  State. 
lie  was  ordained  at  Cabot,  Vt.,  in  1843.  lie  was 
married  in  1837  to  Miss  Jane  R.  Deming,  of  Weth- 
ersfield,  Conn.,  by  whom  be  had  three  daughters. 
Mr.  Clarke  resides  in  Attleborough.  He  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Elder  Lowell  Parker,  of  Charlestown, 
R.  I.,  who  remained  with  the  church  from  1853  to 
1868,  when  he  removed  to  Portsmouth,  N.  II. ;  1869- 
62,  Elder  George  W.  Wallace;  1863-C4,  Elder  John 
Pratt,  of  Newport,  R.  I. ;  18C6,  Elder  Handy.  After 
1866  the  church  was  supplied  for  a  number  of  years 
with  students  from  Brown  University. 

In  1876  there  were  only  seven  active  members. 

In  1880-82,  Elder  Gardner  Clarke  preached  to  this 
people  a  second  time.  The  church  at  this  time  is 
nearly  extinct.  The  Methodists  now  hold  one  service 
each  Sabbath  in  this  meeting-house. 

The  following  is  the  list  of  deacons  since  the  or- 
ganization of  the  church  :  Jacob  Bliss,  David  Perry, 
Edmund  Blason,  Cyril  C.  Peck,  William  Cole,  Milton 
Freeman,  George  H.  Thrasher,  William  Lane. 

Methodist  Episcopal  Church.— A  Baptist  Church 
was  formed  in  the  northeast  part  of  the  town  about 
the  year  1740.  It  started  with  forty  members,  and 
ordained  Bfr.  Richard  Round  as  its  pastor  July  13, 
1743.  He  died  May  18, 17G8,  and  his  tombstone  may 
be  seen  near  Rev.  John  Comer's  in  the  South  Reho- 
both  burying-ground.  After  his  death  there  was  no 
regular  preaching  for  many  years. 

In  the  year  1789  the  church  was  revived  under  the 
efficient  labors  of  Mr.  Sylvester  Round  and  Deacon 
Aaron  Wheeler.  They  were  ordained  as  associate 
pastors  on  the  20th  of  April  of  that  year.  Elder 
Wheeler  died  in  1800,  but  Elder  Round  continued 
its  pastor  till  his  death,  Oct.  26, 1824.  He  was  a  very 
able  and  influential  man.  He  was  born  in  this  town 
April  10,  1762,  and  was  married  to  Mehitable  Perry 
in  1780.  About  the  year  1800  he  built  the  old  tavern- 
house,  now  used  as  a  parsonage,  for  his  son. 

The  church  at  this  time  belonged  to  the  Six-Prin- 
ciple Baptists.  The  house  of  worship  stood  where 
the  school-house  now  stands.  In  1824,  the  old  meet- 
ing-house having  fallen  into  decay,  a  new  one  was 
built  on  the  corner  of  the  road  leading  to  Norton. 

In  1826,  Rev.  Lorenzo  Dow  Johnson,  a  Reformed 
Methodist  from  Vermont,  visited  this  place  and 
preached  the  gospel  with  great  power ;  this  church 
was  revived  and  joined  the  denomination  to  which 
Mr.  Johnson  belonged.  It  soon  became  prosperous, 
and  under  the  preaching  of  Rev.  Benjamin  McCloth, 
Rev.  Joseph  Eldridge,  and  others,  was  favored  with 
several  revivals  of  religion,  until  in  1834  it  had 
seventy-seven  members. 

In  1843  the  present  house  of  worship  was  erected, 
largely  through  the  influence  of  Mr.  Granville 
Stephens.  Rev.  Charles  Hammond  now  became 
pastor,  and  remained  for  several  years.  After  Mr. 
Hammond  left,  the  Reformed  Methodists  were  mostly 


merged  in  the  Wesley  an  Methodists,  and  the  church 
could  not  And  preachers  for  the  pulpit.  At  length 
certain  persons  applied  to  the  Providence  Annual 
Conference,  and  the  Rev.  William  Cone  was  sent  to 
them  in  1849. 

Now  began  a  new  era  in  the  history  of  the  church. 
It  appears  that  about  the  year  1798,  Rev.  John  Brod- 
head,  a  Methodist  preacher,  had  organized  a  Method- 
ist class,  which  in  1810  had  forty-five  members.  Rev. 
Thomas  Perry  and  his  wife  were  among  the  earliest 
members  of  this  class,  as  was  also  Mrs.  Rebecca 
Perry  and  Mrs.  Noah  Bliss.  When  Mr.  Cone  came 
here  he  succeeded  in  uniting  the  remnant  of  this  old 
class  with  a  few  of  the  members  of  the  Methodist 
Reformed  Church,  together  with  others  who  had 
been  converted  through  his  own  labors,  so  that  at 
the  close  of  his  first  year  he  returned  a  membership 
of  forty- four. 

Mr.  Cone  was  succeeded  in  1860  by  Rev.  J.  E. 
Gi fiord,  a  zealous  laborer,  who  brought  the  member- 
ship up  to  sixty-five  in  1862.  The  church  debt  was 
wholly  paid  under  his  pastorate. 

In  1866-67  there  was  a  powerful  revival,  owing  to 
the  efiicient  labors  of  Rev.  Henry  H.  Smith,  assisted 
by  the  Rev.  Moses  Chace,  and  many  worthy  members 
were  added  to  the  church.  There  have  been  twenty 
difierent  pastors  during  the  thirty-four  years  of  its 
history. 

A  successful  Sunday-school  has  been  sustained 
from  the  first.  The  church  has  usually  held  a 
monthly  meeting  of  prayer  for  missions,  and  has 
contributed  liberally  for  this  great  work.  The 
church  at  the  present  time  has  forty-five  members. 

The  preachers  and  the  date  of  their  service  have 
been  as  follows :  1849,  William  Cone ;  1860-61,  J.  E. 
Giffbrd;  1852-63,  W.  H.  Richards;  1864-66,  Arnold 
Adams  ;  1866-67,  Henry  H.  Smith  ;  1868-69,  Samuel 
Fox ;  1860,  Edward  A.  Lyon ;  1861-62,  Abel  Gard- 
ner ;  1863,  S.  W.  Coggshall ;  1864-66,  Charles  Morse  ,- 
1866-67,  B.  K.  Bosworth;  1868,  Caleb  S.  Sanford; 
1869-70,  John  Q.  Adams ;  1871-72,  Richard  Poney ; 
1878,  Elijah  F.  Smith ;  1874-76,  De  Witt  C.  House ; 
1876-77,  S.  V.  B.  Cross;  1878,  S.  P.  Snow;  1879, 
Charles  Stokes;  1880-83,  J.  A.  Rood. 

One  of  these  preachers,  Rev.  Abel  Gardner,  at  the 
close  of  his  second  year  was  seized  with  a  mortal  ill- 
ness, and  died  May  2,  1863,  aged  forty-seven  years, 
the  first  pastor  who  has  died  in  this  place  since  the 
death  of  Elder  Round  in  1824. 

The  Union  Baptist  Church  (Annawan).— In  the 
year  1839  the  Congregational  Society  left  their  old 
meeting-house  on  the  village  cemetery  lot  and  entered 
their  new  house  of  worship  in  the  village.  Several 
of  the  older  members,  however,  including  some  of 
the  trustees,  were  unwilling  to  make  the  change,  and 
withdrew  from  the  society. 

At  this  time  there  were  a  few  families  of  the  Bap- 
tist belief  living  in  Rehoboth  who  were  members  of 
Elder  Gofi*'s  Church,  on  Long  Hill,  in  Dighton.    As 
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the  latter  church  had  greatly  declined  in  numbers 
and  power,  making  it  difficult  to  sustain  regular  ser- 
vices, it  was  thought  a  favorable  time  to  form  a  new 
Baptist  Church  within  the  limits  of  Rehoboth.  This 
plan  was  strongly  favored  by  Elder  J.  L.  Whittemoro, 
of  the  Dighton  Church.  Accordingly  it  was  pro- 
posed that  these  brethren  join  with  the  disaffected 
members  of  the  Congregational  Society  in  holding  a 
series  of  meetings  with  reference  to  forming  a  new 
church. 

The  first  meeting  was  held  on  the  first  Sabbath  in 
January,  1840,  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Isaac  Lewis.  A 
large  number  were  present,  and  the  congr^ation  con- 
tinued to  increase  from  Sabbath  to  Sabbath,  till  the 
hall  overflowed.  Afler  the  first  few  meetings,  which 
were  conducted  by  Messrs.  Whittemore  and  Brentley, 
the  people  secured  the  services  of  Mr.  Caleb  Blood,  a 
talented  young  man  from  the  freshman  class  of  Brown 
University. 

Early  in  the  spring  of  this  year  ?%«  Union  Baptist 
Society^  was  organized.  A  committee  was  appointed, 
consisting  of  Richard  Qoff,  Otis  Peck,  and  Joseph 
Bowen,  to  erect  a  meeting-house  upon  the  lot  appro- 
priated for  that  purpose  by  Darius  Horton,  near 
Lewis'  tavern,  on  the  Providence  and  Taunton  turn- 
pike. 

On  the  12th  of  March,  Mr.  C.  Blood  presented 
eight  articles  of  faith,  embodying  the  strict  principles 
of  the  Cal  vinistic  Baptists.  These  articles  were  signed 
by  the  following  persons,  who  thereby  constituted 
themselves  a  church :  Seth  Talbot,  Isaiah  Allen,  Ben- 
jamin Monroe,  Charles  C.  Monroe,  Sally  Talbot,  Ann 
F.  Allen,  Ruth  Miinro,  Sybil  Peck,  Peddy  Peck,  Jo- 
anna Horton,  Polly  Bowen,  Nancy  Bowen,  Fanny  L. 
Williams,  Olive  Wheeler,  Joanna  Wheeler,  Lucy 
Horton,  and  Jane  Snow. 

This  church  was  publicly  recognized  by  an  ecclesi- 
astical council  which  assembled  at  the  house  of  Mr. 
Isaac  Lewis,  April  1, 1840;  sermon  by  Rev.  A.  Fisher, 
of  Swansea.  The  following  day  was  set  apart  by  the 
church  as  a  day  of  special  fasting  and  prayer,  and 
meetings  were  held  almost  daily  for  several  weeks, 
resulting  in  numerous  conversions. 

April  26th,  Dan  forth  G.  Horton,  John  Davis,  Jr., 
Thomas  Carpenter,  and  several  others  were  baptized. 

On  the  3d  of  June  Mr.  Caleb  Blood  was  ordained 
by  an  ecclesiiuitical  council  which  met  at  Lewis' 
tavern,  Rev.  Asa  Bronson,  of  Fall  River,  preaching 
the  sermon.  Mr.  Blood  was  engaged  to  supply  the 
pulpit  for  the  sum  of  three  hundred  dollars  per 
annum.  His  pastoral  labors  were  greatly  blessed. 
The  church  at  the  close  of  the  first  year  numbered 
forty- three  members.  Mr.  Blood  was  born  July  4, 
1815,  at  Rodman,  N.  Y.  He  graduated  at  Brown 
University  in  1844;  was  married  April  10,  1844,  to 
Miss  Martha  Baker,  of  Rehoboth,  by  whom  he  had 


five  children.  He  died  Nov.  21,  1881,  at  Independ- 
ence, Mo.  While  pastor  of  this  church,  Mr.  Blood 
organized  the  Sabbath -school,  which  has  been  main- 
tained successfully  to  the  present  time. 

The  new  meeting-house  was  dedicated  Nov.  25, 
1840 ;  sermon  by  Rev.  C.  Blood,  from  the  text  Isaiah 
Ix.  18. 

During  the  forty-three  years  since  this  church 
began  it  has  had  fifteen  different  pastorates,  aver- 
aging about  three  years  each.  We  give  below  a  list 
of  the  pastors'  names  and  the  years  of  their  service. 
This  church  designates  all  its  ministers  as  pastors, 
whether  installed  or  not:  Rev.  Caleb  Blood,  1840-41 
(died  Nov.  21,  1881) ;  Rev.  David  M.  Burdick,  1841- 
43  (died);  Rev.  Henry  C.  Coombs,  1848-47;  Rev. 
Silas  Hall,  1847-49  (died);  Rev.  Samuel  A.  Collins, 
1850-52  (died) ;  Rev.  Zalmon  Tobey,  1852-53  (died) ; 
Rev.  J.  J.  Thatcher.  1854-59  (died) ;  Rev.  Henry  C. 
Coombs,  18G0-64 ;  Rev.  Samuel  C.  Cheever,  1805-G8 ; 
Rev.  John  Coombs,  1868-69 ;  Rev.  J.  M.  Mace,  1870 
-73 ;  Rev.  Norman  B.  Wilson,  1873-75 ;  Rev.  L.  F. 
Shepherdson,  1875-78 ;  Rev.  O.  P.  Bessey,  1878-80 ; 
Rev.  D.  C.  Bixby,  1880-83. 

Deacons. — Seth  Talbot,  1840;  John  Davis,  Jr., 
1840;  Sylvester  Hunt,  1845;  Gilbert  Bullock,  1807; 
Hale  S.  Luther,  1883 ;  G.  Gardner  Bullock,  1883. 

In  1870  the  church  was  presented  with  a  house  and 
lot  for  a  parsonage,  the  gift  of  Mrs.  Delight  C.  Reed, 
of  Taunton,  only  child  of  the  late  Christopher  Car- 
penter, of  Rehoboth.  In  1878  the  church  received  a 
bequest  of  fisQ  hundred  dollars  from  Mrs.  Nancy 
Baker. 

An  important  revival  was  enjoyed  under  the  labors 
of  Rev.  Samuel  A.  Collins,  and  many  were  added  to 
the  church.  Another  revival  occurred  during  the 
pastorate  of  Mr.  Bessey,  in  the  winter  of  1879-80,  the 
Baptist  and  Congregational  Churches  holding  union 
services  during  the  season. 

This  church,  though  small,  has  shown  great  vital- 
ity, and  in  the  earlier  part  of  its  career  at  least  main- 
tained an  excellent  discipline. 

Deputies  and  Representatives  from  1646  to 
1883  have  been  as  follows: 


1  In  1843  Uii*  society  gavo  •  deed  of  all  lu  property  into  the  Imndsof 
the  church  and  coHsed  to  exist. 


DKPUTIRS  TO  PLYMOUTH 

1G40.  Wullor  Puloior. 
1C47.  Wultor  riilinur. 

Stopheu  I'lUue. 
1648.  Robert  Titus. 

John  Doggett. 
1040-^.  Robert  Titua. 

Stephen  Polne. 
1661.  Stephen  Taine. 

Richard  Bowen. 
1652-63.  Steplien  Paine. 

Thomas  Cooper. 
1664-65.  Stephen  Puine. 

Peter  liunt. 

1656.  Stephen  Paino. 
WillUtm  Carpenter. 

1657.  Stephen  Paine. 
William  Subiu. 

1668.  Stephen  Puine. 
Thouuui  Coopor. 


COURT  FROM  RKnODOTII. 

1659.  Stephen  Palue. 

William  Subln. 
1660-61.  William  Sabiu. 

Peter  Uunt.< 
1662.  Peter  Hunt. 

Henry  Smith. 
1663-66.  Peter  Hunt. 

Stephen  Paine. 
1666.  Stephen  Paine. 

James  Drown. 
1667-68.  Peter  Hunt. 

Henry  Smith. 
1G69.  Philip  Walker. 

Nicholas  Peck. 
1670-71.  Stephen  Paine. 

William  Sabin. 

1672.  Peter  Hunt. 
Daniel  Smith. 

1673.  Peter  Hunt. 


REHOBOTH. 
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1*»73.  Anthony  l*«Try. 
1874-75.  Bnti^  Il«nry  Smflh. 

HMiiel  Smith. 
ie7ft-77.  DanlH  Smith. 

Nnthiiniel  Pnliie. 
1678.  Ihinlel  Smith. 

Nicholfui  Peck. 
1879.  NirholM  Peck. 

Qillwrt  Brooks. 
jam.  Nlchnlns  Peek. 

Prter  Hunt. 
1GM.  Rnelfni  NidioiM  Peck. 

Oilliert  nruoka. 
l6S2-fl3.  Kneiirn  Nlrhotat  Peck. 

RKPRKSKNTATIVKS  TO 

1699.  Mr.  Rikmnel  Peck. 
Joerph  llrowne. 

1fl!M.  Sirplien  Put  no. 
11*95.  l>Mriin  Snniiiol  Peck. 
leOA-OR.  Dennnn  Hemuel  Newmftn. 
1009  Jolin  llnnt 

1700.  Mr.  John  Peck. 
1701. . 

1708.  Sergi.  Moaee  Beede. 
170n.  8te|»ben  Pnine. 
1704.  nei^min  Allen. 
17U6.  Obi.  Samnel  Walker. 
170ft. . 

1707.  John  Bror»ks. 

1709.  Vneign  Moena  Reade. 
1700.  Mr.  Daniel  Smith. 

1710.  Kneign  Timothy  Ide. 

1711.  Mr.  Daniel  Smith. 

1712.  Lieut.  No«h  Peck. 
171S-1A.  Lieut  Mueea  Reade. 
1710.  Oapi.  Muan  Reade. 

1717.  Mr.  Nathan  Drowne. 

1718.  Mr.  Daniel  Smith,  Vmq. 
1719-20.  Daniel  Oarpenter. 
1721-2:1.  Mr.  Jethnlal  Peck. 

1724.  Mr.  Pranda  Wllleon. 

1725.  Mr.  Juerph  Perk. 
1726-31.  Mr.  Jethnlal  Peck. 
17:12.  Samuel  llrowne,  Kfiq. 
17^3-34.  Mr.  Janiee  Rowen. 
1736.  Mr.  Jolin  Hunt. 

1736.  Mr.  Joseph  Peek. 

1737.  Mr.  Jamra  Dowen. 

1738.  Mr.  Joseph  Rotvorth. 

1739.  Mr.  Jonathan  Klngsley. 

1740.  Mr.  Jowph  Peck. 

1741.  Mr.  Daniel  Harney. 

1742.  Oapt.  Joeei>h  Wheaton. 

1743.  Mr.  Daniel  Ifcimey. 

1744.  Capt.  Daniel  Carpenter. 
1745^7.  Mr.  Daniel  Barney. 

1748.  Daniel  Carpenter,  Eaq. 

1749.  Mr.  Daniel  Barney. 
17fi0-51.  Mr.  Nathaniel  Smith. 
1762-83.  Mr.  Israel  Nichols. 
1764.  Mr.  Aaron  Klngsley. 
1766-66.  Oipt.  Aariin  Klngsley. 
1767-60.  Oqit.  Timothy  Walker. 
1760-61.  Mr.  Noah  Sabin,  Jr. 
1702.  Aaron  Klngsley,  Rsq. 
\1K\  00.  <Vi|it.  Jamee  (Tiay. 
177f>-i3.  Oapt.  J<Mie|»li  Barney. 
1774. . 

1776.  Mr.  Rph.  Starkweather. 

Oapt  Thomas  OarpsBter. 

1770. . 

1777. . 

1778.  Mr.  Rph.  Starkweather. 

Ool.  Shnbael  Peck. 

1779. . 

1780.  Mr.  S.  Peek. 


1082-83.  Gnpt.  Peter  ICiint. 
1684-80.  Llont.  Nicholas  Peck. 

Gilbert  Brooks. 

1687. . 

1688. . 

1680.  Lieut.  Nicholas  Peck. 

Samuel  Peck. 
1690.  Ollliert  Brooks. 

Christopher  Saunders. 
1091.  Christopher  Saunders. 

Juhn  Woodcock. 
1692.  Cliristoplier  Snnnders. 

Mr.  Samuel  Peck. 

TUR  OKNRIIAL  COURT. 

1781.  Shubnel  Peck,  Rsq. 
Mr.  Daniel  Gbirpenter. 

1782.  Oapt.  Stephen  Bullock. 
178:).  Stephen  Bullock,  Vaq. 

Daniel  Carpenter,  Kxq. 
1784-86.  Stephen  Bullock,  E»q. 

1787.  Mr.  Phannel  Bishop. 
Mr.  Frederick  Druwn. 
Mr.  William  Wineor. 

1788.  Capt.  Phnniiel  Dldliup. 
MiO-  Fretlerick  Drown. 
Capt.  John  BiHhop. 

1789-91.  MsJ.  Frederick  Drown. 
1792-94..  Hon.  Phanuel  Bishop. 
1796-96.  Stephen  Bullock,  Esq. 
1797-98.  Hon.  Phanuel  Bishop. 
1799-1804.  Frederick  Drowne. 
1806.  David  Perry. 
1806.  David  Perry,  Jr. 
1807-8.  RIkanah  French,  Jr. 

1809.  Peter  Hunt. 

1810.  David  Perry. 
Klkanah  French. 
Timothy  Walker. 
John  Med  bury. 
Sebrny  Lawton. 

1811.  Klkanah  French. 
Timothy  Walker. 
John  Modhury. 
Robray  liawton. 
Caleb  Abell. 

1812.  Samuel  Bliss. 
Hexeklah  Blnrtln. 
Joseph  Wheaton. 

1813.  Hesekiah  MarUn. 
Joseph  Wheaton. 
Samuel  Bliss  (2d). 

1814.  Peter  Carpenter. 
1816-16.  Dr.  James  Bliss. 

1817.  Jeremiah  Wheeler. 

1818.  Tliomas  Qirpentar  (2d). 

1819.  David  Perry. 
182a  Dr.  James  Bliss. 
1821.  David  Perry. 
1822-23.  None. 
1824-26.  Lemuel  MofM. 
1826.  None. 

1827-28.  Jueeph  Nichols. 
1829-30.  Siimnol  Bullock. 

(!aleb  Cushlng. 

Joeeph  Nichols. 
1831.  None. 

1832-33.  Lloyd  Bosworth. 
1834.  Lloyd  Bosworth. 

Samuel  Bullock. 
1836.  None. 

1836.  Capt  Richard  Golf,  Jr. 
Abel  Hoar. 

1837.  Richard  GoflT. 

1838.  William  Marvel  (2d). 
Caleb  Cashing. 


1839.  William  Marvel  (2d). 
1840-43.  Clillds  Lnthor. 
1844-46.  Granville  Stevens. 
1847.  Thomas  Perry. 
1849-61.  Sylvester  Hunt 

1863.  George  II.  Allyn. 

1864.  George  H.  Carpenter. 
1865.1  Nelson  GoflT. 

1866.  Cliarles  BI.  Dean. 


1868.  John  0.  Manrel. 

1869.  Ira  T.  Baker. 
1860.  George  B.  Bliss. 
l862-64.<  Natiianiel  D.  Morton. 
1867.  William  A.  King. 

1869.  Rlisha  Davis. 
1873.*  Qyms  M.  Wheaton. 
1876.  Hale  S.  Lnther. 
1880.  Remember  Smith. 


Town  Clerks. — No  towD  clerk  is  mentioned  by 
name  in  the  town  records  till  the  year  1651,  when 
Peter  Hunt  was  chosen  to  the  office.  But  previous 
to  this  date  the  records  appear  to  have  been  written 
by  the  same  hand,  and  it  appears,  from  various  re- 
turiiH  made  by  the  town  clerk  and  on  record  at  Plym- 
outh, that  the  first  who  filled  that  office  in  Rehoboth 
was  William  Carpenter,  and  that  he  retained  it  from 
the  date  of  the  commencement  of  the  town  records, 
in  October,  1643,  till  1649,  when  Mr.  Hunt  was  prob- 
ably chosen. 

Richard  Bowen  was  chosen  town  clerk  in  Septem- 
ber, 1G54,  Richard  Bullock  in  January,  1659,  and 
agreed  to  perform  the  office  "  for  168.  a  year,  and  to 
be  paid  for  births,  burials,  and  marriages  besides." 
William  Carpenter  (probably  son  of  William  Car- 
penter who  served  at  first)  was  chosen  town  clerk  in 
May,  1668,  and  served,  with  the  exception  of  1698, 
when  Stephen  Paine  supplied  his  place  till  March, 
1703.  Daniel  Carpenter  was  chosen  in  1708,  and  held 
the  office  three  years.  In  March,  1706,  Daniel  Smith 
was  chosen,  and  in  March,  1708,  Daniel  Carpenter 
was  again  chosen,  and  continued  to  fill  the  office  till 
1730.  In  1730,  Ezeklel  Read  was  chosen,  and  con- 
tinued in  the  office,  with  the  exception  of  1751,  '52, 
and  '53,  till  1762.  In  March,  1762,  Jesse  Perrin  was 
chosen,  and  continued  till  1787.  In  March,  1787, 
Lieut,  (aflerwards  Capt.)  Philip  Walker  was  chosen, 
and  continued  until  1801,  Capt  Caleb  Abell  from 
1801  to  1812. 

MILITARY  RECORD,  1861-86. 
Thrkb  Momths*  Mbk. 

OUs  A.  Raker,  Co.  A,  1st  Rhode  Islsnd  Regt;  enl.  April  16,  1861; 

wonnded  In  arm  at  first  Dnll  Ron  batUe ;  disch.  at  expiration  of 

term. 
James   P.    Rrown,  Co.  C,  10th  Rhode  Island  Regt.;  enl.  May,  1862; 

dlsch.  at  explmUon  of  term. 
Arnold  DeF.  Drown,  Co.  D,  10th  Rhode  Island  Regt.;  enl.  May  26, 

1862;  dlsch.  at  expiration  of  term. 
John  F.  Ilorton,  10th  Rhode  Island  Regt. ;  enl.  May,  1862;  discli.  at  ex* 

piratlon  of  term. 
Cliarles  D.  Ilorton,  10th  Rhode  Island  Regt ;  enl.  May,  1862 ;  dlsch.  at 

expiration  of  term. 
Joseph  W.  Ijake,  Co.  C,  lOth  Rhode  Island  Regt;  enl.  May,  1862 ;  dlsch. 

at  expirationf  of  term. 

RiaiiTr.Kirrn  MASRAcnusrrTs  Uxattaciird  (One  Hundrbd  Days). 

Otis  A.  Raker,  cnpt,  nnl.  Auk.  1, 1801;  dlsch.  Nor.  14, 1864. 
Joshna  8.  Ulise.  sorgt,  enl.  Ang.  I,  1804 ;  dlsch.  Nor.  14, 1864. 
DaTid  W.  Francis,  oorp.,  enl.  Aug.  1, 1804;  disch.  Not.  14, 1864. 


1 1n  1868  a  new  representaUTe  district,  conslsUng  of  Rehoboth  and 
Seekonk,  was  formed. 

*  In  1866  a  new  district,  called  the  Fifth  Rrlstol  District,  was  formed, 
composed  of  Rehoboth,  Seekonk,  Dighton,  and  Derkley. 

>  In  1876  the  district  was  again  changed  and  called  the  Tenth  Rrlstol 
District,  oom|MJsed  of  the  towns  of  Rehoboth,  Seekonk,  Dighton,  and 
Swansea. 
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Nahnm  C.  Hull,  Go.  11,  .10th  Mmh.  Rogt.;  enl.  Ang.  15, 1862. 
Rob^H  W.  Ilajden,  ()o.  11,  30tli  Mms.  B^gt.;  enl.  Aug.  15, 1802. 
WilliMn  X.  norton,  Co.  II,  30tli  Mms.  Rcgt. ;  enl.  Aug.  15, 1Rfi2. 
Nathan  D.  llorton,  Co.  II,  40lh  Mass.  Regt. ;  enl.  Ang.  14,  1882 ;  died 

while  on  a  fterlongh,  Oct.  10, 1804. 
8«th  A. Horton,  Go.  H,  40Ch  Mhm.  Regt;  enl.  Ang.  14, 1882;  dlech.  Julj 

12, 1865. 
Kd«rln  R.  M.  llorton,  Co.  A,  3d  Rhode  Island  Regt ;  enl.  Ang.  20, 1801 ; 

died  of  tjrpliold  foTer  at  Hilton  Head,  8.  C,  Jan.  17, 1862. 
FranHfl  W.  Horton,  Go.  A,  3d  Rhode  Island  Regt. ;  enl.  Aug.  20,  1861 ; 

r»«nl.  Fell.  9,  1864;  wounded  and  taken  prisoner  at  Gnlnearllle, 

na.,  Ang.  17, 1864;  diech.  Aug.  31,  1864. 
Micliael  lllfgins,  Co.  A,  3d  Rhotle  Island  Kegt ;  enl.  8<*ptemher,  1861 ; 

l>n>.  to  2d  Heat  May  23,  1863;  pro.  to  ist  lient  Febrnary,  1864 ; 

di«*k.  March  16, 1866. 
Kbeneaser  l4uie,  drafted  Jnljr  15,  1863 ;  killed  at  BpottajrWanla  Gonrft* 

House  May  12, 1864. 
Janes  M.  T^wla,  2d  Rhode  Island  Cst.  ;  enl.  October,  1862 ;  dhKli. 

IMS. 
Rlhrldge  J.  Marfin,  Co.  C,  7th  Mass.  Regt.;  enl.  May,  1861. 
Klngnley  Martin,  Gi>.  C,  7th  Mass.  R«*gt;  ctil.  May,  1861. 
Hiram  Ij.  Martin,  enl.  May,  1861 ;  drupi»ed  from  rolls  April  26, 1864. 
John  D.  Martin,  Go.  H,  39th  Mass.  Regl.;  enl.  Ang.  14, 1862. 
Benjamin  Maglll,  drafted  July  16, 1863. 
Kenneily  L.  Maoelroy,  38th  Mass.  Regt ;  enl.  Ang.  19, 1862. 
Benjamin  C.  Monroe,  Co.  B,58lh  Mass.  Regt.;  killed  May  16, 1864,  near 

Spottaylvania  (burt-Honse,  Va. 
Kdward  T.  Murphy,  2d  Mass.  OaT.;  enl.  Ang.  20,1862. 
Thomas  F.  Mahan,  enl.  Aug.  24, 1864. 
Stephen  C.  Moulton,  Co.  I,  1st  Mass.  Car.;  enl.  Sept  23, 1864;  disch. 

Not.  22, 1866. 
Oeorge  W.  Parker,  Battery  F,  1st  Rhode  Island  Art. ;  enl.  Oct.  20, 1861; 

disch.  Oct.  28,  1864. 
Dcxier  I).  Pierce,  enl.  June  0, 1861;  disch.  June  17,  1804. 
Jamee  M.  Perry,  Ou.  1, 7th  Mass.  Regt. ;  enl.  18C1 ;  <li«d  of  wouuds  re* 

cHved  in  liattle  of  Wlldemrss,  July  28, 18(VI. 
Rlwin  A.  Perk, To.  II,   4<Hh  Mass.  Regt;  enl.  Aug.  14, 1862;  died  of 

diphtheria  at  Hilton  Head,  8.  C,  Jan.  6, 18C4. 
Wheaton  lieree,  Cn.  II, 40th  Mass.  Regt.;  enl.  Aug.  14, 1862;  killed  by 

shell  at  liattle  of  Gold  Harbor,  Va.,  June  6, 1864. 
Gaorge  G.  Peck,  Cn.  B,  7th  Mass.  Regt;  enl.  May,  1861 ;  trans,  to  Vet 

Res.  Corps  8ept  3fl,  1863. 
Alden  Potter,  Cn.  II,  39th  Mass.  Regt;  enl.  Ang.  15, 1862. 
John  C.  Paine,  4th  Mass.  Ost.  ;  enl.  Jan.  7, 1864;  disch.  Nor.  14, 1866. 
UersiHim  R.  Ronn«ls,  enl.  Ang.  14, 1862 ;  disch.  Sept.  10, 1864,  for  disa- 
bility. 
Francis  II.  Simmons,  Co.  F,  20th  Mass.  Regt. ;  enl.  Jan.  7, 1862;  died  of 

fever  at  Harper's  Ferry,  Va.,  Oct  12, 1862. 
■dward  P.  L.  Slierman,  Go.  H.  40th  Mass.  Regt.;  enl.  Ang.  14, 1862;  died 

at  Fort  ludepeudrnoe,  Boston,  1863. 
John  Q.  A.  SylTeater,  Go.  H,  39th  Mass.  Rrgt;  enl.  Aug.  18, 1862. 
John  Shanahan, 38th  Mass.  Regt.;  enl.  Aug.  10, 1802. 
John  J.  Tliayer,  Go.  I,  7th  Mass.  Regt ;  eol.  May,  1861 ;  dlseh.  Dee.  29, 

1863.  for  disaUllty. 
Fr«ncls  W.  Thuriier,  Co.  H,  40th  Ma«.  Regt. ;  enl.  Aug.  14, 1862 ;  disch. 

July  8, 1865. 
Nathaniel  Tlinrber,  Go.  G,  29th  Mass.  Regt;  enl.  Dee.  9,  1861;  diseh. 

Feb.  12, 180:i,  for  disaUllty. 
George  H.  Thrasher,  Go.  B,  68th  Mass.  Regt;  enl.  Dec.  29, 1863;  disch. 

June  20, 1865. 
Alaxander  F.  Valett,  Co.  H,  7th  Mass.  Regt.;  enl.  May,  1861;  diach. 

July  5, 1864. 
Cjrm  M.  Wheaton,  Jr.,  1st  lleut.  Go.  B,  18th  Mass.  Regt. ;  enl.  July 

10, 1861 :  died  at  Proridenee,  R.  I.,  June  26, 1862. 
Parmentn  R.  Wheeler,  24th  Mass.  Regt 
Arnold  A.  Walker,  1st  Rhode  Island  Battery ;  enl.  May,  1861  ;  died  In 

lioarpllal  In  Washington,  Feb.  10,  1863. 
Krastns  F.  Willlama,  Co.  II,  40th  Mass.  Regt;  enl.  Ang.  14, 1862;  ditch. 
Sept.  ^  1864,  for  diaaMlity. 


Alaxander  IHitIb,  enl.  Sept  18, 1862,  on  flagship  "Lancaster;**  disch. 

Sept  22, 1863. 
William  H.  Rounds,  enl.  1862,  ship  **  Colorado;**  disch.  Feb.  10, 1864. 

ElORTKEIITH  MAaSAOHUSKTTS  (UnATTAONKD),  OnR  YrAB. 

Otis  A.  Baker,  capt,  enl.  Dee.  10, 1864;  dlseh.  May  12, 1865. 
Joahna  8.  BIIbb,  lat  sergt,  enl.  Dee.  10, 1804 ;  disclu  May  12, 1865. 


William  II.  Luther,  sergt.,  enl.  Dee.  10, 1864  ;  dbch.  May  12, 1865. 
Joaeph  W.  Lake,  oorp  ,  enl.  Dec.  10, 1864-  dtaeii.  May  12, 1865. 
Herberi  A.  Whitaker,  drummer,  enl.  Dec  10, 1864;  disch.  May  12, 1865. 
George  E.  Ciiriis,  enl.  Dec  10, 1864;  disch.  May  12, 1865. 
Thomas  Hill,  enl.  Dec.  10, 1864;  disch.  May  12, 1865. 
John  Haley,  enl.  Dec.  10, 1864  ;  dlsoli.  May  12, 1866. 
MelTin  G.  Leonard,  enl.  Dec  10, 1804 ;  dIach.  May  12, 1865. 
James  J.  Thacker,  enl.  Dec.  10, 1864;  dIach.  May  12, 1865. 

Ornica  On  a  YBAa*s  Man. 

William  A.  Brownly,  7th  Mass.  Batt ;  enl.  Dee.  1, 1864. 
Henry  J.  Brown,  61sC  Masa  Regt ;  enl.  Ang.  29, 1864. 
George  W.  Bennett,  61st  Mass.  Regt.;  enl.  Not.  18, 1864. 
Gnorgi*  II.  Rosworth,  fith  Mass.  GbiT. ;  enl.  March  4, 1864. 
John  J.  Clark,  61st  Mass.  Itegt ;  enl.  Aug.  27,  1864. 
DaTid  Crane,  1st  Mass.  CaT. :  enl.  Aug.  26, 1864. 
Martin  V.  Drury,  61st  Mass.  Regt;  enL  Nor.  28, 1864. 
John  Dwelly,  2d  Mass.  II.  A. ;  enl.  Sept  7, 1864. 
AlTsnus  F.  IhiTis,  61st  Mass.  Regt.;  enl.  Ang.  29, 1864. 
Patrick  Foran,  10th  Mass.  Batt;  enl.  Not.  22, 1864. 
Rylvnnus  Frost,  1st  Mans.  H.  A. ;  enl.  Ang.  26, 1864. 
William  H.  Fay,  28th  Mass.  Regt;  enl.  Mareh  18, 1864. 
Lewis  Fullen.Sth  Mass.  Gar.;  enl.  March  4, 1864. 
James  F.  GIHsple,  23d  Mass.  Regt;  enl.  Not.  25, 1864. 
George  Hay  ward,  6l8t  Maas.  Regt.;  enl.  August,  1864. 
Patrick  Hanvan,  H.  A.;  enl.  Aug.  26,1804. 
Charies  Hill,  8d  Mass.  GaT. ;  enl.  March  16, 1864. 
L.  Jansen,  3d  Mass.  CkT.;  enl.  March  18, 1864. 
Charies  Lasaon,  28th  Mass.  Regt ;  enl.  March  16, 1864. 
Clarence  McAllister,  61st  Mass.  Regt;  enl.  Sept  1, 1864. 
Paul  McHenry,  3d  Mass.  H.  A. ;  enl.  Not.  16, 1864. 
Charles  W.  Magoon,  16th  Un.  II.  A.;  enl.  Aug.  26, 1864. 
John  Macdonnld,  61st  Masa.  Regt. ;  enl.  Aug.  10, 1864. 
Rdward  McKenney,  3d  Masa.  CaT.;  enl.  Aug.  24, 1864. 
John  O^Brien,  61st  Mnss.  Regt. ;  enl.  Not.  21, 1864. 
Jens  Oslen,  3d  Mass.  Cur. ;  enl.  March  18, 1864. 
George  M.  l*ay,  61st  Mass.  Regt;  enl.  Ang.  21, 1864. 
Alonso  A.  Peacock,  enl.  Aug.  IH,  1864. 
Alexander  Philips,  1st  Mass.  CaT.;  enl.  Aug.  9, 1864. 
Theodore  Stlenels,  10th  Mass.  Regt ;  enl.  Not.  18, 1864. 
John  Thorp,  enl.  Not.  15, 1864. 
John  W.  Towie,  61st  Mass.  Regt.;  enl.  Ang.  20, 1864. 
John  M.  Tucker,  2d  Mass.  GaT. ;  enl.  March  16, 1864. 
William  n.  Prissell,  3d  Mass.  Qat.;  anl.  March  17, 1864. 
Chari  Ulribren,  3d  Mass.  CaT.;  enl.  March  18, 1864. 

Draftcd  Mkm  Jult  15,  1863. 

James  B.  Horton,  Hiram  H.  Brown,  Taylor  Phlllipa,  Charles  H.  Horton, 
William  J.  Tren,  Dexter  J.  Hortdn,  Panrls  B.  HoHon,  Chrtetopber  T. 
Brown,  Jabes  L.  Harris,  James  Baker,  George  T.  DaTls,  John  D. 
Thatcher,  George  II.  Kent,  Henry  C.  Goff,  GrauTille  8.  Bower,  Albert 
8.  llorton,  John  II.  Earle,  Joaephns  W.  Horton,  Benjamin  Magill, 
George  llorton,  Samuel  B.  Hasklns,  Daniel  S.  Cule,  Daniel  H.  Hor- 
ton,  Nathan  W.  Pierce,  Charles  II.  Goff,  John  Baker  (2d),  George  G. 
Goff,  William  II.  Manrel,  Henry  W.  Barney,  Albert  Bowen,  Gilbert 
Horton,  George  L.  DaTia,  Frederic  H.  Brown,  Edward  Apply,  Kph- 
raim  Tripp,  Charles  Horton,  CalTln  J.  W.  Bullock,  Rufus  P.  Hor- 
ton, Lloyd  B.  Pierce,  Constant  P.  Golf,  Oeorge  8.  Barney,  Ebeneser 
Lane. 

Nathaniel  B.  Ilorten,  enrolling  and  reemlting  olllcer. 


<■> 


BIOGRAPHICAL    SKETCHES. 


WIUiIAM   W.  ULANDINQ. 

Willinm  W.  Blanding  is  descended  from  one  of  the 
oldest  families  of  Rehoboth.  William  Blanding, 
LL.D.,  of  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  has  contributed  the 
following  facts  concerning  the  ancestral  history  of 
the  Blanding  family:  William  Blanding,  who  was 
probably  the  progenitor  of  those  who  bear  the  name 
in  this  country,  came  from  Upton,  county  of  Wor- 


490 


HISTORY  OP  BRISTOL  COUNTY,  MASSACHUSETTS. 


cester,  England,  in  1640.  He  settled  in  Boston,  and 
was  made  a  freeman  in  1641.  He  owned  lands  in 
that  part  of  Boston  now  Brookline,  and  was  interested 
in  the  iron-works  of  Taunton.  In  1643  and  1648  he 
was  a  member  of  the  Grand  Inquest  of  the  colony, 
and  in  1646  and  1651  was  a  deputy  to  the  Plymouth 
Colony  Court.  He  had  a  brother  Joseph,  who  was 
one  of  the  most  active  shipmasters  of  that  time,  and 
in  1645  commanded  the  ship  "Lyon,"  of  London, 
and  brought  many  emigrants  to  this  country. 

William  Blanding  in  his  will  refers  to  another 
brother,  Ralph,  residing  in  Upton-ou-Severn,  Wor- 
cestershire, England.     William  married  Phoebe . 

They  had  three  children,  two  daughters — Mary  and 
Phoebe,  who  inherited  most  of  his  property — and  one 
son,  William. 

This  son  married  Bethia  Wheaton,  Sept.  4,  1674. 
Their  children  were  William,  born  May  2,  1676; 
Samuel,  born  April  11, 1680;  Obadiah,  born  April  15, 
1688 ;  Daniel,  born  Oct.  25, 1685 ;  John,  born  June  20, 
1687  ;  Ephraim,  born  Oct.  20, 1689;  and  Noah,  born 
in  1690.  We  find,  upon  consulting  the  town  rec- 
ords of  Rehoboth,  that  this  William  Blanding,  Jr., 
and  Elizabeth  Perry  were  married  October,  1708. 
Their  children  were  Elizabeth,  born  Jan.  12,  1710; 
William,  born  Dec.  17,  1712;  Esther,  born  Sept.  20, 
1714;  Mehitable.  born  Dec.  11,  1717;  Bethia,  born 
Oct.  26,  1719;  Sybil,  born  Sept.  16,  1721;  Rachel, 
born  Sept.  3,  1723.     William  Blanding  died  Nov.  25, 

1724.    His  son  William  married  Sarah .    Their 

children  were  Lois,  born  Feb.  1,  1741  or  1742;  Eben- 
ezer,  born  April  2, 1744;  Lucy,  born  March  8, 1745  or 
1746 ;  William,  born  Feb.  27,  1747  or  1748 ;  Shubael, 
born  Sept.  19,  1750;  Ebenezer,  born  Feb.  26,  1754; 
Christopher,  born  Nov.  1,  1756.  His  son  William 
married  Lydia  Ormsbee,  July  5,  1772.  Their  chil- 
dren were  William,  born  Feb.  7,  1773;  Abraham, 
born  Nov.  18, 1775;  Lydia,  born  Feb.  22, 1778;  James, 
born  Oct.  12,  1781 ;  Lucy,  born  Oct.  81,  1788;  Reu- 
ben, March  17,  1786;  Reuben  (2d),  born  Feb.  6, 
1789;  Susannah,  born  March  8,  1790;  Lephe,  born 
April  12,  1793.  He  was  by  occupation  a  shoemaker. 
He  was  a  much-respected  citizen  of  the  community, 
and  was  for  several  years  steward  of  Brown  Uni- 
versity, at  which  institution  two  of  his  spns,  William 
and  Abraham,  graduated.  He  died  June  12,  1830. 
His  wife  died  Aug.  30,  1835,  at  the  age  of  eighty-five. 
Of  their  children,  William  became  a  physician  and 
also  an  enthusiastic  naturalist;  he  died  Oct.  12,  1857. 

James  Blanding  was  married  April  24,  1811,  to 
Elizabeth  Carpenter,  daughter  of  Caleb  and  Eliza^ 
beth  (Bullock)  Carpenter.  Their  children  were 
Susannah  C,  born  March  12,  1812;  Elizabeth  P., 
born  April  6,  1814;  Nancy  A.,  born  May  13,  1816; 
Juliet  M.,  born  May  8,  1818;  William  W.,  born 
Nov.  1,  1820;  Abraham  O.,  born  April  28,  1823; 
Lephe  H.,  born  Feb.  9,  1825;  Sarah  M.,  born  June 
21,  1827. 

James   Blanding,  though  receiving   in  his  youth 


only  a  common  school  education,  yet  he  became  a 
man  of  decided  literary  tastes  and  a  great  reader. 
He  was  also  a  man  of  good  business  qualification  and 
ability.  By  occupation  a  surveyor,  he  made  a  num- 
ber of  important  surveys  in  his  native  town,  and  also 
did  much  in  that  line  in  adjacent  towns.  He  was  also 
a  farmer,  and  was  town  clerk  of  Rehoboth  about  thirty 
years.  In  politics  he  was  a  Whig,  and  in  religious 
belief  a  Congregationalist,  though  not  a  member  of 
any  church  organization.  He  was  a  liberal  supporter 
of  the  public  press,  and  a  man  of  advanced  ide&s. 
Though  his  years  were  spent  in  the  quiet  walks  of  a 
private  life,  yet  he  left  an  enduring  monument  be- 
hind him  in  the  hearts  of  his  fellow-men.  He  died 
June  28,  1870,  and  All's.  Blanding  died  Nov.  16, 
1865. 

William  W.  Blanding,  as  before  rcnuuked,  is  4lc- 
scended  from  one  of  our  oldest  families.  This  is 
doubly  true,  for  on  the  maternal  side  the  line  of  an- 
cestry is  perhaps  even  more  ancient  and  prominent. 
Few  names  in  the  history  of  early  colonial  days  ap- 
pear more  frequently  or  with  more  honorable  men- 
tion than  that  of  Carpenter.  They  are  also  a  family 
noted  for  their  longevity.  Elizabeth  Carpenter,  Mr. 
Blanding's  grandmother,  at  the  time  of  her  death 
(1838)  was  in  her  one  hundred  and  first  year,  and  of 
eight  of  her  children  living  at  time  of  her  decease 
their  ages  ranged  from  fi fly-four  years  to  seventy- 
seven  years.  (For  ancient  history  of  Carpenter 
family  see  another  part  of  this  volume.) 

William  W.  received  the  usual  common  school  ad- 
vantages, and  also  attended  one  or  two  terms  a  select 
school.  Owing  to  financial  embarrassments  in  the 
property  affairs  of  his  father,  caused  by  indorsing 
paper  for  others,  young  Blanding  had  early  to  con- 
tribute his  quota  of  labor  on  the  homestead,  and  thus 
render  practical  aid  in  the  support  of  the  family.  In 
1846,  Wiilliam  Blanding  (uncle  of  William  W.)  re- 
moved to  the  Blanding  homestead,  having  formerly 
purchase<l  the  same,  and  William  W.  made  his  home 
with  this  uncle,  and  took  care  of  him  until  his  death. 
In  fact,  Mr.  Blanding's  life  has  been  mainly  devoted 
to  the  care  and  support  of  other  members  of  his 
family,  and  this  is  the  principal  reason  why  he  Inis 
remained  unmarried  to  the  present  time. 

Upon  the  demise  of  his  uncle,  1857,  he  came  into 
the  possession  of  the  homestead,  then  a  compara- 
tively worthless  estate.  Since  that  time,  through 
Mr.  Blanding's  enterprise  and  industry,  it  has  been 
made  one  of  the  most  beautiful  and  desirable  homes 
in  the  town.  From  an  unproductive  and  unprofit- 
able expanse  of  hill  and  dale  he  has  converted  it 
into  a  fertile,  paying,  and  valuable  farm.  If  the  oft- 
quoted  saying  be  true  that  **  he  who  causes  two  blades 
of  grass  to  grow  where  only  one  grew  before  is  a  pub- 
lic benefactor,"  then  Mr.  Blanding  is  certainly  enti- 
tled to  credit  for  the  work  he  has  done.  He  has  not 
been  a  seeker  of  official  honors,  yet  his  fellow-citizens 
have  honored  him  with  a  number  of  public  trusts. 
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He  lias  been  Helectman,  assessor,  and  overseer  of  the 
poor,  town  and  church  treasurer,  etc.  He  is  an 
active  member  of  the  Congregational  Church  of 
Behobotli,  and  in  political  creed  a  Republican.  He 
has  proved  himself  a  loving  and  self-sacrificing 
brother  and  son,  and  is  esteemed  as  a  useful  citizen 
of  the  community. 


CAPT.  GEORGE  W.  BLISS. 

Cnpt.  George  W.  Bliss  is  the  son  of  Cap  t.  Asaph  Bliss, 
of  liehoboth,  and  Abigail,  daughter  of  George  and 
Mercy  Williams ;  she  was  born  Jan.  30, 1781,  and  died 
Nov.  4, 1825.  He  (Capt.  Asaph)  was  born  Dec.  6, 1772, 
and  died  Sept.  14, 1867.  They  were  married  Nov.  25, 
1803.  Their  children  were  Abby,  born  1804,  died  in  in- 
fancy; Abby  Williams,  born  March  19, 1805,  married, 
June  13, 1826,  Abel  Carpenter,  by  whom  she  had  four 
children ;  Asaph  Leonard,  born  July  18,  1806,  died 
Dec.  6, 1861;  George  H7//faiiw  (subject  of  illustration); 
Nelson  Smith,  born  Sept.  19,  1818,  by  occupation  a 
carpenter,  died  at  Mobile,  Ala.,  Sept.  5,  1839;  and 
Rosina,  born  Dec.  4,  1816,  married  Erwin  J.  Baker, 
of  Utica,  N.  Y.,  resides  in  Seekonk,  Mass.,  and  has 
five  children  living.  Capt.  Asaph's  father  was  Deacon 
Jacob  Bliss,  of  Rehoboth,  born  Feb.  16,  1732,  died 
March  3, 1807.  His  mother  was  Judith  Smith,  born 
April  19, 1732,  and  died  Oct.  1, 1815.  Deacon  Jacob 
had  seven  children, — Chloe,  Judith,  Bethiah,  Jacob, 
Rachel,  Lucy,  and  Asaph.  Deacon  Jacob  was  a  son 
of  Daniel  Bliss,  of  Rehoboth,  and  Miriam  Carpenter. 
(For  a  more  extended  genealogy  of  the  Bliss  family, 
see  another  part  of  this  volume ;  also  a  most  excellent 
work  by  John  Homer  Bliss  entitled,  "  Genealogy  of 
the  Bliss  Family  in  America.'') 

Capt,  George  W,  Bliss  was  born  Sept.  3,  1810,  was 
reared  a  farmer's  son,  and  taught  to  labor  in  that 
vocation.  He  had  the  usual  ad  vantages  of  the  schools 
of  his  neighborhood,  supplemented  by  a  course  at 
Pawtucket  Academy.  After  leaving  school  he  re- 
sumed his  farm  labor,  working  on  the  farm  during 
the  summer  season  and  teaching  school  winters.  This 
he  continued  ten  years.  At  the  age  of  twenty-nine 
he  Icfl  his  native  State  and  went  to  Florida,  where 
he  l>ecame  engaged  somewhat  extensively  in  the 
lumber  business,  building  a  saw-mill  in  copartnership 
with  his  brother-in-law,  Caleb  Bowen.  They  were 
quite  successful  in  the  prosecution  of  their  business, 
but  Mr.  Bowen  died,  and  upon  his  demise  Mr.  Bliss 
sold  out  his  business  and  returned  to  his  native  Reho- 
both, where  he  purchased  the  interests  of  the  other 
heirs  to  his  father's  estate,  and  engaged  in  farming. 
About  two  years  afler  his  return  from  Florida  he  es- 
tablished a  meat-market  at  Pawtucket,  which  he 
continued  five  years,  when  he  relinquished  this  pur- 
suit and  once  more  devoted  his  entire  attention  to 
agriculture,  which  business  he  has  since  followed  un- 
remittingly through  life.  In  business  affairs  Capt 
Bliss  has  been  a  successful  man,  and  now  in  his  old 


age  is  surrounded  by  all  the  comforts  of  life,  and  en- 
joys what  is  better  still,  the  esteem  and  friendship  of 
all  who  know  him.  He  was  a  militiaman  of  the  old 
school,  when  honor  was  attached  to  the  calling,  and 
when  rank  and  appointment  were  evidence  of  superior 
ability  and  merit.  At  the  age  of  twenty-two  he  was 
chosen  captain,  and  served  in  that  capacity  six  years. 
He  was  the  chosen  major  of  the  regiment,  which 
position  he  held  at  the  time  of  his  migration  to 
Fforida. 

The  title  of  captain  has  clung  to  him  through  life. 
As  an  instructor  of  youth  he  was  ranked  among  the 
best.  He  has  held  the  positions  of  selectmen,  as- 
sessor, and  overseer  of  the  poor  eight  years  each, 
and  has  been  justice  of  the  peace  thirty-one  years. 
He  was  married,  Oct.  6,  1834,  to  Betsey,  daughter  of 
Uriah  and  Sally  (Carpenter)  Bowen,  of  Attleborough, 
Mass.  She  was  born  July  30, 181^  and  died  Jan.  23, 
1853.  Their  children  are  George  William,  born  Oct. 
18,  1835;    Wheaton  Leonard,  born   Dec.  22,  1837; 

Warren  Smith,  born  June  9,  1840;  Warren  SmUh\ 
born  Jan.  1,  1845;  James  Walter,  born  Jan.  27, 
1847 ;  and  Henry  Winslow,  bom  Oct.  29, 1849.  Capt. 
Bliss  married  for  his  second  wife  Julia  Ann  Car- 
penter, of  Rehoboth,  Oct.  26,  1853.  She  was  born 
March  30, 1808,'  and  died  Dec.  15, 1865.  They  had 
one  child,  Betsy  Ann,  born  March  20, 1856.  Capt. 
Bliss  married  as  his  third  wife  Julia  Ann  (daughter 
of  Joseph  A.  and  Eunice  C.)  Tiffany,  June  4, 1867. 
She  was  born  April  16, 1825.  Both  are  yet  living 
(1882).    Of  Capt.  Bliss'  children,  the  eldest,  George 

WiUiam,  married,  Sept.  8, 1859,  to  Mary  K.,  daugh- 
ter of  Jefferson  and  Hannah  Daggett,  of  Pawtucket, 
where  she  was  born,  1837.  Their  children  are  Susie 
P.,  Eva  W.,  George  Edwin,  and  Mary   Williams. 

Wieaion  Leonard  served  two  years  in  Company  A, 
Seventeenth  Massachusetts  Infantry,  during  the  great 
Rebellion.    He  was  married,  April  21, 1867,  to  Laura 

A.  P.,  daughter  of  Noah  and  Olive  (Medbery)  Bliss, 
of  Rehoboth.  They  have  no  children.  He  is  a  far- 
mer in  Attleborough,  Mass.  Warren  Smith^  died  in 
childhood.  Warren  Smith*  married,  in  Nantucket, 
Mass.,  July,  1872,  Mary  F.,  daughter  of  George  W. 
and  Mary  Jenks.  He  died  at  Gainesville,  Fla.,  Aug. 
1,  1876.  They  bad  two  children,  one  who  died  in 
infancy,  and  Mabel  Warren.  The  widow  resides  in 
Nantucket.  J,  Walter  resides  with  his  father  at  the 
old  homestead,  and  is  unmarried.  Benry  Wilson 
married,  Oct.  10,  1873,  Annie  Goff,  of  Providence, 
where  he  now  resides.  He  is  by  occupation  a  tin- 
smith.   Betsey  Ann  married,  Feb.  20,  1879,  William 

B.  Colwell,  of  Johnston,  R.  I. 


OTIS    PERRY. 

Daniel  Perry  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Reho- 
both. His  son  Ezra  was  by  occupation  a  mechanic 
and  manufacturer  of  nails.  He  was  a  man  of  much 
mechanical  ingenuity  and  of  an  inventive  turn  of 
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mind.  He  was  the  inventor  of  a  certain  proceRs  for 
manufacturing  nails  and  utilizing  windmill  power 
for  the  same.  His  invention  was  considered  of  so 
much  value  that  the  Blackstone  Factory  Company 
(quite  a  large  concern)  offered  him  their  privilege  on 
the  Blackstone  for  his  little  primitive  windmill.  He 
married  Jemima  Titus,  by  whom  he  reared  quite  a 
large  family/  all  of  whom  except  his  son,  Deacon 
Ezra,  emigrated  from  Rehoboth  to  other  parts  of  the 
country.  His  second  wife  was  Patty  Ide.  By  this 
union  there  was  no  offspring.  Deacon  Ezra  inherited 
largely  his  father's  mechanical  genius,  and  though  he 
was  always  the  proprietor  of  a  farm,  yet  his  time  was 
chiefly  given  to  various  mechanical  pursuits,  such  as 
carpentering,  turning,  and  blacksmith iug  in  its  vari- 
ous brunches.  He  was  noted  throughout  the  country 
for  his  diversified  skill  and  versatile  capabilities.  He 
was  a  captain  of  militia,  a  deacon  of  the  orthodox 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  a  valued  citizen.  His  wife 
was  Betsey  Bliss,  daughter  of  Daniel  Bliss  and  sister 
of  Dr.  James  Bliss,  of  Rehoboth.  Of  their  children, 
Ezra  went  to  Brimfield,  was  a  manufacturer  and  a 
prominent  man  there;  Betsey  married  Cyril  Bullock, 
of  Rehoboth ;  Hezekiah  was  a  cotton  manufacturer 
in  Munson ;  Sarah  married  Elijah  Bliss,  of  Rehoboth ; 
James  was  a  mechanic ;  Otis^  died  in  infancy ;  Daniel 
was  a  manufacturer  in  his  native  town ;  Mina  married 
Nathan  Carpenter,  of  Rehoboth ;  Nancy  B.  married 
Aseph  Bliss,  of  Rehoboth  ;  William  was  a  machinist 
at  Taunton.  Of  all  this  numerous  family  only  Otii, 
whose  portrait  accompanies  this  sketch,  is  now  living. 
The  Perrys  were  the  first  manufacturers  in  the  United 
States  of  bobbins  for  cotlon-factories.  They  manu- 
factured the  bobbins  for  Slater's,  the  first  factory  es- 
tablished in  America. 

Otis  Perry  was  born  at  the  ancestral  home  of  the 
Perrys  in  Rehoboth,  Feb.  17, 1807.  When  a  lad  he 
worked  in  the  turning-shop  and  on  the  farm  of  his 
father.  After  attaining  his  majority  he  left  his  father's 
homestead  and  established  at  the  place  where  he  now 
resides  a  factory  similar  to  his  father's.  This  busi- 
ness he  continued  many  years.  About  1850  he  com- 
menced sawing  lumber,  manufacturing  shingles,  and 
grinding  meal,  and  has  continued  the  business  to  the 
present  time.  In  the  quiet  walk  of  life  which  he 
chose  he  has  been  a  successful  man.  In  politics  he 
has  always  been  a  Whig  and  Republican,  and  is 
stanch  and  true  to  his  political  principles.' 


NATHANIEL   B.  HORTON. 

Nathaniel  B.  Horton,  son  of  Aaron  and  Bethany 
Baker  Horton,  was  born  in  Rehoboth,  Mass.,  July  26, 
1820.  Aaron,  his  father,  son  of  Solomon  and  Han- 
nah (Talbot)  Horton,  was  born  in  Dighton,  Mass., 
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and  was  a  farmer.  He  married  (Ist)  Bethany,  daugh* 
ter  of  Samuel  Baker  (a  farmer  of  Rehoboth,  who  also 
manufactured  shoe-buckles,  a  wealthy  man  of  that 
period,  and  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution).  They  had 
seven  children, — Mason,  Danforth,  Nancy,  Hiram, 
Nathaniel  B,,  Angeline,  and  Alvah.  She  died  Jan. 
31,  1840,  in  her  fifty -sixth  year.  He  married  (2d) 
Sarah  Burr,  who  survives  him.  He  died  Dec.  8, 
1854,  in  his  seventy-fourth  year.  Nathaniel  was  edu- 
cated at  the  schools  of  his  native  town,  and  remained 
on  his  father's  farm  until  he  was  eighteen,  when  he 
went  to  Fall  River  and  learned  the  mason's  trade  of 
E^rle  &  Horton,  of  that  city,  and  worked  at  the  trade 
twenty  years.  He  then,  about  1856,  purchased  the 
old  homestead  of  his  father  in  Rehoboth  (about  ono 
hundred  acres),  which  had  been  in  the  possession  of 
his  ancestors  for  several  generations.  To  this  he  has 
since  added  one  hundred  acres  by  purchase.  From 
that  time  this  has  been  his  home,  and  his  avocation 
that  of  a  farmer.  He  married,  Jan.  11, 1844,  Mary  M., 
daughter  of  James  and  Mary  H.  (Mason)  Eddy. 
She  was  born  Aug.  25,  1824,  in  Swansea.  Their  only 
child,  Arthur,  born  Aug.  24,  1847,  died  aged  six 
years.  Mrs.  Horton  died  April  14,  1850.  He  mar- 
ried, Dec  23,  1854,  Mary  J.,  daughter  of  Hale  and 
Patience  (Bosworth)  Buffinton,  of  Rehoboth.  She 
was  born  July  18,  1832.  They  have  four  children, — 
^din  ^.,  born  Nov.  7,1855,  married  Hannah  Hale, 
lives  in  Rehoboth,  has  two  children ;  Mary  Af.,  born 
Oct.  31, 1857,  married  Frank  N.  Martin,  lives  in  East 
Providence,  R.  I.,  has  one  child ;  Arabelle  B.,  born 
Aug.  20,  1863 ;  and  Arthur  E.,  born  Aug.  G,  1870, 
who  live  with  their  parents.  Mr.  Horton  has  been 
an  active  and  energetic  man,  and  prominently  iden- 
tified with  every  affair  of  interest  in  his  town  since 
his  residence  there.  He  has  held  every  office  of  im- 
portance in  the  gift  of  his  townsmen, — ^selectman, 
treasurer,  collector,  etc.  He  represented  Seekonk 
and  Rehoboth  two  sessions  in  the  State  Legislature. 
During  the  civil  war  he  was  agent  for  the  town  in 
filling  its  quota  for  military  service;  was  also  recruit- 
ing officer  and  enrolling  officer,  and  placed  in  service 
for  Rehoboth  about  one  hundred  and  ninety  enlisted 
men,  traveling  in  that  service  through  various  States 
and  as  far  south  as  Virginia.  Perhaps  very  few  men 
in  the  town  ever  have  held  more  responsible  posi- 
tions, or  discharged  their  duties  with  more  ability  or 
acceptance  to  their  constituents.  He  was  formerly  a 
Democrat,  but  afterward  became  a  Free-Soiler,  and 
since  1856  has  affiliated  with  the  Republican  party. 

Mr.  Horton  has  been  connected  with  various  cor- 
porations and  business  interests.  He  is  a  .stockholder 
in  Pocasset  National  Bank,  Wamsutta  Bank,  and 
Fall  River  Union  Bank,  in  Fall  River;  Weetamoe 
Mills,  Osborn  Mills,  and  Cliace  Mills,  in  Fall  River. 
He  has  often  been  called  upon  to  administer  an  es- 
tate, and  has  the  ropntution  of  being  not  only  iin  able 
business  man,^but  an  agreeable  and  very  social  gen- 
tleman with  a  large  following  of  friends. 


'^ 


yS^mz::^.!^  ys  ^^^^.'-y/^:^ 


,jM  /^- 


REHOBOTH. 


493 


ABIAII   BUSS. 

The  Blim  family  in  Behoboth,  Mass.,  are  descended 
from  Thomas  Bliss,  of  Belstone  parish,  county  of 
Devonshire,  England.  This  Thomas  Bliss  was  a 
wealthy  land-owner,  and  belonged  to  the  class  de- 
nominated Puritans  on  account  of  the  purity  and 
simplicity  of  their  forms  of  worship.  He  was  perse- 
cuted by  civil  and  religious  authorities  under  direc- 
tion of  Archbishop  Laud,  and  finally  became  broken 
down  in  health  and  estate  through  the  maltreatment 
of  the  intolerant  party  then  dominant.  lie  and  his 
sons  suffered  long  imprisonment.  One  of  them  died 
in  prison,  the  other  two  emigrated  to  America  in  1635. 
From  Jonathan,  of  Belstone,  is  descended  Abiah  Bliss, 
whose  portrait  is  in  this  volume.  The  line  of  descent 
is  as  follows :  Thomas',  Jonathan',  Thomas',  Jona- 
than^  Jonathan^  Ephraim*,  Abiah^,  Abiah\  Of 
these  Thomas'  was  born  in  Belstone,  England,  emi- 
grated to  America  in  1636,  and  afler  residing  at  Brain- 
tree,  Mass.,  Hartford,  Conn.,  and  Weymouth,  Mass., 
finally  removed,  in  1643,  with  many  others,  to  what 
is  now  Rehoboth,  and  commenced  a  settlement  there. 
He  was  a  man  of  influence  in  the  new  colony,  died 
in  1649.  His  son  Jonathan  was  born  in  England 
about  1625.  It  is  probable  that  he  came  to  Rehoboth 
about  1647.  In  1648  he  married  Miriam  Harmon. 
They  had  ten  children.  He  died  in  1687.  His  son 
Jonathan  (who  like  his  father  was  a  blacksmith)  was 
born  Sept.  17, 1666,  became  a  man  of  standing  and 
influence  in  his  native  town,  accumulated  property, 
held  many  oflices,  etc.  He  was  married  June  23, 
1691,  to  Miriam  Carpenter,  daughter  of  William 
Carp»enter  and  Miriam  Searles.  They  had  eight  chil- 
dren, of  whom  Ephraim  was  one.  Mrs.  Bliss  died 
May  21,  1706.  He  then  married,  April  10,  1711, 
Mary  French,  by  whom  he  had  four  children.  He 
died  Oct.  16, 1719. 

Lieut.  Ephraim  was  born  Aug.  15,  1699,  married, 
Dec.  5,  1723,  Rachel  Carpenter,  by  whom  he  had 
twelve  children.  He  was  a  lieutenant  of  militia. 
Abiah,  his  son,  was  born  Jan.  26,  1730,  and  married, 
Dec.  21, 1752,  Judith  Moulton ;  she  died  Oct.  19, 1755. 
He  afterwards  married,  April  22,  1756,  Mary  Smith, 
by  whom  he  had  six  children.  Mrs.  Bliss  died  Feb. 
25,  1771.  He  then  married,  Nov.  28,  1771,  Eliza- 
beth Lane.  He  died  Jan.  25, 1825.  Col.  Abiah,  his 
son,  was  bom  May  20, 1768,  married,  March  22, 1792, 
Rebecca  Kent  She  was  born  Dec.  23,  1771,  died 
April  30, 1856.  They  had  eleven  children, — Rebecca, 
lM>m  March  28,  1794;  Mary,  born  June  10,  1795; 
Lita,  born  March  8, 1797 ;  Amanda,  born  Oct.  3, 1798 ; 
Abiah,  born  March  6,  1800;  Rtrfu»,  bom  March  7, 
1802;  Eliza,  born  Jan.  6,  1804;  Ruth,  born  Dec.  7, 
1805 ;  Horatio  NeUon.  born  Aug.  17,  1808 ;  Harriet, 
born  Sept.  20, 1810;  and  Rachel,  born  Oct.  28,  1812. 
Mrs.  Bliss  died  April  30, 1856.    He  died  Aug.  12, 1858. 

The  present  Abiah  was  born  on  the  old  Bliss  home- 
stead, which  has  been  in  possession  of  the  family 
since  1666 ;  had  common-school  education,  but  very 


fair  for  that  day.  When  about  twenty-five  years  of 
age  he  purchased  a  half-interest  in  his  father's  farm. 
The  principal  duties  pertaining  to  management  of  the 
farm  devolved  upon  him,  and  at  his  father's  death  he 
inherited  the  rest  of  the  homestead.  On  Nov.  11, 
1834,  he  married  Julia  Ann  Sturtevant,  daughter  of 
Francis  Sturtevant,  of  Rhode  Island.  Their  children 
are  Rebecca,  born  Oct.  27,  1835;  Francii  A,,  bora 
Nov.  18,  1837;  Albert  Henry,  born  Feb.  27,  1840; 
ThomaB,  born  May  21,  1842;  WiUiam,  bom  Jan.  23, 
1844;  and  Adaline,  born  Aug.  28,  1846.  Of  these, 
Albert  Henry  died  Aug.  31,  1842.  Thomas  grew  up 
to  manhood,  enlisted  in  Company  G,  Fourth  Massa- 
chusetts Infantry,  and  died  in  Brazier  City,  La.,  May 
20,  1862. 

William,  upon  arriving  at  his  majority,  emigrated 
to  the  West,  and  spent  five  years  in  Illinois  farming 
and  teaching ;  then  returned  home,  where  he  remained 
about  a  year,  when  he  again  went  westward,  this  time 
to  California  via  Panama.  He  remained  five  years, 
most  of  which  time  was  spent  in  the  mining  regions 
of  Nevada.  Again  returning  home,  he  spent  two 
years  on  the  old  homestead  farming.  Then  he  re- 
moved to  Pawtucket,  where  he  resided  two  years, 
when  he  had  an  ofler,  which  he  accepted,  to  go  to 
Maine  to  superintend  a  silver-mine  in  that  State, 
which  position  he  now  fills.  He  married  Mary  Hall, 
of  Brockton,  Mass.  They  have  no  children.  Abiali 
Bliss  is  a  fair  specimen  of  the  quiet,  unobtmsive, 
thrifty  New  England  farmer.  Never  an  ofllce-seeker 
or  political  agitator,  yet  he  has  always  been  a  stanch 
Republican.  His  ancestors  for  generations  have  been 
members  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  he  has 
followed  in  their  footsteps.  Mr.  Bliss  has  made  him- 
self thoroughly  familiar  with  the  topography  of  most 
of  the  counties  of  Vermont,  New  Hampshire,  and  a 
part  of  Connecticut  by  having  frequently  traversed 
them  buying  and  selling  cattle  in  the  days  before  our 
country  was  covered  with  a  net- work  of  railroads,  and 
when  droves  of  cattle  were  bought  in  the  interior  and 
driven  to  the  cities  and  seaboard- towns  for  shipment 
to  other  markets.  In  this  business  he  was  actively 
engaged  a  part  of  each  year  for  more  than  twenty- 
five  years.  About  1850  he  accepted  a  position  as  sales- 
man or  agent  for  a  manufacturing  company  (whose 
proprietor  was  a  kinsman  of  his),  and  traveled  through 
Indiana,  Illinois,  Ohio,  Wisconsin,  and  Iowa.  With 
these  exceptions  he  has  confined  himself  to  agricul- 
tural pursuits  on  the  homestead  of  his  fathers,  and  is 
now  an  active  and  well-preserved  man  for  one  of  his 
advanced  age.  His  son.  Deacon  Francis  A.  Bliss, 
married  Frances  M.,  daughter  of  Ira  and  Mary  Ann 
Carpenter,  of  Rehoboth,  Dec.  25, 1867.  She  was  born 
Nov.  16,  1840.  They  have  five  children,— Albert 
Abiah,  born  Nov.  4,  1868;  Martha  Bird,  born  Aug. 
28,  1871;  Adaline  Hall,  born  Oct.  26,  1874;  Mary 
Carpenter,  born  Sept.  26,  1879;  and  Thomas  Kent, 
born  Nov.  2,  1881.  Mr.  Bliss  had  the  usual  district 
schooling,  supplemented  by  an  attendance  at  Thetford 
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Academy,  Vt.,  and  Providence  Conference  Seminary, 
Eatit  Greenwich,  R.  I.  After  leaving  ■chool  he  en- 
gaged in  teaching  two  winter  terms  in  his  native  town. 

In  October,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  Company  I,  First 
Regiment  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Cavalry,  under 
Col.  Robert  Williams.  They  went  directly  to  the 
seat  of  war  in  Soutii  Carolina,  where  they  participated 
in  numerous  engagements,  some  of  them  of  great  se- 
verity. In  the  battle  at  Pocotaligo,  S.  C,  Mr.  Bliss 
was  wounded  in  the  right  arm,  which  disabled  him 
for  duty  for  a  period  of  two  months.  (It  may  be 
proper  to  state  here,  in  explanation  of  what  may 
otherwise  appear  as  a  discrepancy  to  those  not  familiar 
with  the  facts,  that  the  First  Massachusetts  Cavalry 
was  ordered  about  this  time  to  the  Department  of 
Virginia.  Two  battalions  went,  the  third,  to  which 
Mr.  Bliss  belonged,  was  detained  by  order  of  Gen. 
Mitchell  for  escort  and  special  duty,  and  remained 
South  during  the  three  years  of  their  enlistment, 
while  the* First  Regiment,  upon  arriving  in  Virginia 
was  recruited  to  its  original  number.  The  battalion 
which  remained  South  was  commanded  by  Maj.  Ste- 
vens, and  was  styled  *'The  Independent  Battalion 
Massachusetts  Cavalry.")  Upon  the  expiration  of 
the  three  years  for  which  they  had  enlisted,  Mr.  Bliss, 
together  with  most  of  his  comrades,  re-enlisted.  So 
many  of  this  battalion  re-enlisted  that  it  still  retained 
its  original  name  and  organization.  They  were  now 
ordered  to  Florida,  where,  among  other  engagements, 
they  to9k  part  with  Gen.  Seymour  in  the  desperate 
but  disastrous  battle  of  Olusta.  They  were  soon  after 
this  ordered  to  Virginia,  where  they  arrived  in  time 
to  participate  in  the  famous  battle  of  the  Wilderness. 
About  this  time  they  were  combined  with  the  Second 
Battalion  of  the  Fourth  Massachusetts  Cavalry  to  com- 
plete the  Fourth  Regiment,  under  which  organization 
they  continued  till  the  close  of  the  war.  Mr.  Bliss 
was  present  at  the  surrender  of  Lee,  and  has  as  a 
souvenir  a  piece  of  the  apple-tree  under  which  that 
memorable  event  took  place.  He  was  in  active  duty 
nearly  all  the  time  from  his  enlistment  till  his  dis- 
charge, which  occurred  December,  1865.  Aft«r  the 
amalgamation  of  his  battalion  with  the  Fourth  Regi- 
ment he  was  transferred  from  Company  I  to  Com- 
pany F,  and  appointed  quartermaster-sergeant.  Upon 
returning  home  he  took  control  and  arranged  for  the 
purchase  of  his  father's  farm,  and  has  since  given  his 
attention  to  its  superintendence. 

He  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  a  member  of  the 
board  of  school  committee,  a  member  of  the  Congre- 
gational Church,  and  has  been  superintendent  of  the 
Sunday-school  for  about  eighteen  years. 


CHAPTER   XXXVIL 

SBBKONK.i 

OMgrapbloal— InoorpormUon  of  Ui«  Town— Aet  of  IneorponUlon— Tb« 
yirat  Tuwo-M««Uof — DocuaiMitiiry  History— FortlfloAtloo  mt  Kottlo 
Point— BoproMnUUvoo—Souaton—Ohaiiglof  of  Buundarj- MlUtuy 
History— MamM  of  Soldlen. 

Sebkonk  lies  in  the  northwestern  part  of  the 
county,  and  is  bounded  as  follows:  On  the  north 
by  Attleborough,  on  the  east  by  Rehoboth,  on  tlie 
south  by  Swansea,  and  on  the  west  by  East  Providence 
and  Pawtucket.  The  territory  embraced  within  the 
present  town  of  Seekonk  originally  formed  a  portion 
of  the  ancient  town  of  Rehoboth,  where  the  reconl 
history,  names  of  early  settlers,  etc.,  will  bo  fouiul. 

Inoorporation  of  Seekonk.— Seekonk  was  set  off 
from  Rehoboth  and  iiicorporuted  as  a  separate  town 
Feb.  20,  1812.  The  following  is  the  act  of  incorpo- 
ration : 


«<i 


'Bbo.  I.  B9  U  naoltd  h§  th§  ScnoIs  mtd  Hmm  qf  JZsjN-cwNtefiMi  <m 
Otntral  Court  cuMinbt**/,  anil  bg  th§  amtkoritg  of  tkt  mum,  Tliat  tlio  west- 
arly  part  of  Rohubuth,  of  the  county  of  Driatol,  ••  described  within  tha 
fttUowlng  bounds,  with  ths  Inhabltauts  thsrsiu,  bo  and  tbcj  ars  harsbj 
Incorporatod  into  a  s«|iamte  town  hjr  ths  uams  of  Seekonk,  vis. :  Bs- 
ginuing  at  a  rock  in  ths  Una  batweeu  tlis  towns  of  Attlvborough  and 
Baboboth,  wliich  is  ths  northeast  comar  lioundary  of  ths  west  |*rpcinet 
in  said  UehoUitb;  thanes  south  four  degress  wsst  until  it  strikes  ths 
iins  between  the  towns  of  Swanasy  and  Itehobuth ;  theiica  weeterij  by 
Swanxey  line  till  It  strikss  ths  11ns  between  the  said  llehobolh  and  ths 
Stats  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  PhintatioDS ;  thsncs  following 
tlie  line  between  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providsncs  Plantatious 
and  said  Rehoboth  till  it  comss  to  ths  suuthwsst  comsr  of  ths  town  of 
Attlsburough ;  thsncs  sastsriy  by  the  line  between  the  towus  of  Attle- 
borough and  Rehoboth  to  the  first  mentioned  bounds.  And  the  said 
town  of  Rehoboth  Is  hsreby  vested  with  all  tlis  powsis  and  privilegss, 
rights  and  Immunities,  and  subjsct  to  all  tlis  duties  to  which  other 
towns  are  enlltlod  and  stittjscted  by  the  Ouuslitntlon  or  laws  uf  thi« 
cuuintonwsalth. 

**  Sko.  2.  B«  U  further  enacted.  That  of  all  Stats  and  county  taxes  which 
shall  be  levlod  and  required  of  said  towns  previous  to  a  new  valuatluu 
Uie  laid  town  of  Seekonk  shall  pay  one-half  thereof. 

'*8kg.  3.  ir«  t( /Mr</ier  taactocf,  That  all  the  expcnsss  arising  for  ths 
support  of  ths  iioor  of  stiid  town  of  Rehoboth,  with  which  It  is  now 
chargeable,  together  with  such  puor  as  iiuve  removed  out  of  said  town 
prior  tu  this  act  of  iiicoi'iiorution,  but  who  may  hereafter  be  lawluily 
returiiud  to  siUd  town  lor  support,  slmll  be  et|uaily  divided  between  tlie 
towns  of  Seekunk  and  Rehoboth  ;  and  when  ths  said  town  of  Seekonk 
shall  be  organised,  the  piiup«rt,  whether  thesHme  lie  supported  in  whole 
or  In  part  only,  bhull  be  divided  ns  nearly  ms  may  be,  and  one-half  of  ths 
number  delivered  over  to  the  ovemeeri  of  the  poor  of  that  town,  to  be 
by  them  iu  future  supiMited. 

"Sbc.  4.  B«  it/nrlker  enacted,  That  Kikanah  Frendi,  Bs^.,  be  and  he 
Is  hereby  autliorixed  to  iKSue  his  warmut,  ilirectod  to  sume  siiitaUe  In- 
habitant  of  S4*ekoitk,  requiring  hlui  to  notify  and  warn  the  iuhabltauts 
thereof,  quulifled  to  vote  fur  town  olHcerM,  to  meet  at  such  cuuveuieut 
time  and  place  as  shall  be  expressed  in  suld  warrant,  to  choose  all  such 
ofliuora  tut  towns  are  by  law  authorized  to  choose  In  the  montlis  of  March 
or  April  annually.  And  that  the  said  Kikanah  French,  Esq.,  Im  and  he 
is  hereby  authorised  and  em|»owered  tu  presids  at  said  meetings  during 
the  election  of  a  moderator,  to  exercise  all  the  powera  and  to  do  all  the 
duties  which  town  clerkii  by  law  hiivo  and  du  perform  In  the  election  of 
moderatum  of  tuwn-meetlngi." 

The  First  Town-Meeting  in  pursuance  of  this  act 
was  held  in  the  old  meeting-house  March  16,  1812, 
when  Caleb  A  bell  was  chosen  moderator  and  town 
clerk,  and  Capt.  Allen  Cole  town  treasurer. 


t  The  editor  acknowledges  liU  Indebtedness  In  the  comi»llatlou  of  the 
history  of  thin  town  to  Deacon  Joaeph  llrown,  whose  invaluable 
ance  has  greatly  lessened  his  lubor  in  the  preiwrutlon  of  this  work. 
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At  a  meeting  held  on  the  23d  of  the  same  month, 
Pet^r  Hunt,  Worcester  Carpenter,  and  Allen  Monroe 
were  chosen  selectmen. 

At  this  meeting  it  was  aho  "  voted  to  choose  a 
committee  of  three  to  join  a  committe  chosen  by  the 
town  of  Rehoboth  to  make  a  settlement  with  the  late 
town  treasurer,  and  by  vote  Messrs.  Calvin  Martin, 
James  F^Uis,  and  Benjamin  Ormsbee  were  said  com- 
mittee. 

Documentary  History.— At  the  town-meeting 
held  March  28,  1812,  it  was 

**  rvlH  to  ehooM  Measra.  Ti«wli  Wad*  and  Jfunci  Bll«  ooimtRblM  for  the 
eiutnliiK  ymr. 

**  Totrd  tlMt  th«  town>iDeetlnK  in  Seokonk  b«  »oiifle«l  in  tlie  nsnal 
mod*  and  manner  that  town-nieetinga  were  notlfleil  before  the  division 
of  the  town  of  Reholiitth,  till  ftirtlier  onler  lie  taken  thereon. 

"April  S,  lfll2. — Tlie  town  voted  to  chonwe  two  oonntaliipfl  In  addition 
tu  tb4t  two  eh«4im  at  a  former  meeting,  and  by  rote  Momre.  Amoe  Rend 
and  Nathaniel  Vlall.'* 

At  the  aane  meeting  were  choeen  '^inrreyoni  of  highway*/*  "  fence- 
TlewiMn,**  "anrreyori  of  plank  and  timber  and  cordera  of  wood  and 
water,*'  and  ••  Seld-vieweri.** 

**  Voted  that  the  preaent  aelectmen  be  oTeraeera  of  the  poor  and 
•meeaora  Ibr  the  cntaing. 

Oct.  6, 1812. — **  Vote«1  to  pot  np  the  collection  of  taxee,  to  be  bid  off  by 
thoao  that  would  colleet  the'loweat,  tliey  giring  bon«la  to  aaid  town 
agreeable  In  a  Tute.** 

Not.  is,  1812,  It  waa  **  voted  to  chooee  by  nomlnfttinn  a  committee  of 
three  to  divide  all  pnblie  peraonal  property  tlmt  beloni^  to  the  towna  of 
Seekonk  and  Relioboth,  and  poor  persona,  agreeable  to  the  act  of  the 
aen«*rml  Goart  of  thiaoonimoiiwealtli  incorimratlng  Seekonk,  and  chodae 
Jamea  Kllla,  Kaq.,  and  Deacon  Joaeph  Dncklin  as  aaid  oummlttee.** 

Sept.  7, 1812,  **  motion  being  made  and  aeconded  to  give  to  each  de- 
tached non-eommiaaloned  officer  and  aoldier  Itelonging  to  Seekonk  fire 
dollaia  par  month  In  addition  to  what  the  general  government  allowa 
vota  being  taken  thereon,  declared  In  the  negative.** 


October,  1812,  the  sum  of  $350  was  voted  for 
the  support  of  schools;  in  1813,  $350 ;  in  1814,  $350  ; 
from  1815  to  1824,  $400  was  voted  each  year ;  in  1824 
$500  was  voted,  etc 

April  5, 1818,  it  was  **  voted  to  put  out  the  poor 
persons  belonging  to  the  town  of  Seekonk  at  auction 
to  the  lowest  bidder.'* 

Fortification  at  Kettle  Point— Oct.  3,  1814,  a 
committee  from  the  town  of  rrovidcncc,  consisting 
of  Tristam  Burgess,  William  Church,  and  Richmond 
Bullock,  requested  liberty  to  build  a  breastwork  on 
land  lielonging  to  the  town  of  Seekonk  and  Reho- 
Imth,  at  a  place  called  "  Kettle  Point,"  and  to  solicit 
the  citiiens  of  Seekonk  to  assist  in  building  said  for- 
tification. "By  vote  granted  the  request  of  said 
committee  so  far  as  related  to  Seekonk,  and  choose  a 
committee  of  seven  to  request  the  citizens  to  assist  in 
raising  the  fortification." 

The  Hew  Town-Honse. — ^The  new  town-house 
was  erected  in  1814,  and  the  first  meeting  was  held 
here  Nov.  7,  1814. 

In  1824  it  was  "voted  to  purchase  a  hearse  and 
harness,  a  large  and  small  pall,  and  a  suitable  house 
to  keep  them  in." 

In  1826  the  town  voted  that  it  was  not  expedient  to 
build  a  jail  in  New  Bedford  at  the  county  expense,  and 
in  1827  voted  against  the  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Pawtucket  village  to  be  set  off  into  a  separate  town. 


Bnm  and  Eailroads.— At  a  meeting  held  April 
28,  1834,  it  was  *'  voted  that  the  public  good  and  con- 
venience require  that  there  should  be  innholders  and 
retailers  of  ardent  spirits  in  the  town  of  Seekonk;" 
and  also  by  vote  passed  the  following  resolutions,  viz. : 

**  Reaol§ed^  Tliat  tlie  town  of  Seekonk  approve  of  the  dolnga  of  their 
aelectmen  In  returning  innholdera  and  retailera  to  the  eonnty  oommia* 
aionera  to  be  licenaed  ;  alao 

*'  J7«toleerf,  That  the  town  of  Seekonk  dlaapprovea  of  the  dolnga  of  the 
connty  oommiaaionera  of  the  connty  of  Briatol  In  refbdng  to  grant  any 
llcenaoa  to  innholdera  and  retallen  for  the  iaie  of  ardent  apirlta  in  aaid 
county,  and  conaider  it  an  nanrpatlon  of  power  and  contrary  to  the 
aplrit  of  the  law  of  thia  Commonwealth.** 

Aug.  11,  1834,  the  town  "  voted  that  the  selectmen 
of  this  town  for  the  time  being  be  a  committee  to  see 
that  the  Boston  and  Providence  Railroad  corporation 
make  no  encroachments  on  any  property  belonging 
to  said  town,  and  to  conduct  for  said  town  as  they 
may  think  proper." 

In  the  following  November  it  was  **  voted  that  if  the 
Boston  and  Providence  Railroad  Company  will  build 
a  bridge  over  the  railroad  near  the  common,  and  cause 
all  the  necessary  roads  leading  to  it  to  be  laid  out  at 
their  expense,  and  give  the  town  a  bonus  of  one  thou- 
sand dollars,  in  that  case  the  selectmen  are  authorized 
to  make  a  contract  with  the  proper  agent  of  the  rail- 
road." 

Representatives  from  1812  to  1883.— The  follow- 
ing is  a  list  of  the  representatives  from  the  incorpora- 
tion of  the  town  in  1812  to  the  present  time : 


1812-14,    18101-18.  Oliver  Stark- 
weather. 
1813, 1820-21.  Peter  Hnnt 
1810.  George  W.  Walker. 
1822.  Calvin  Martin. 
1823-28.  Robert  Daggett 
1820.  Weaton  Carpenter. 
1830-31.  Wooater  Carpenter. 
1830-32.  Seth  Whitmarah. 
1833-36.  Church  Gray. 
1830.  Oapt.  liowla  Walker. 

Wnilam  D.  Hunt. 
1837-38.  Lewla  Walker. 

Calrb  ChaiTea. 
1830-40.  William  Ida. 

Caleb  Chaffee. 
1841-42.  William  Ide. 

1843.  Seth  Whitmarah. 

1844.  Vlall  Medbury. 

1846.  Cyril  Read. 
1840.  Leonard  Walker. 

1847.  Oilvln  Carpenter. 

1848.  Leonard  Walker. 
1840.  Arthur  W.  Aldrich. 

1860.  David  Anthony. 

1861.  John  Gregory. 

1862.  William  Ida. 

1863.  None. 

1864-66.  Henry  G.  Stewart 
1860.  Francia  Armington. 


1867.  Sydney  Daggett 
1868t^9.  Joel  Marble. 

1800.  Ira  Baker,  Rehoboth. 

1801.  From  Rehoboth. 

1802.  Joaeph  Brown. 
1883.  From  Rehoboth. 
1804.  Joaeph  Brown. 

1806.  Zamakin  W.  Horton,  Raho- 

boUi. 
1800.  John  Hnnt 
1807.*  Jamea  H.Obddlng,Dlghton. 
1808.  William  A.  King,  RehoboUi. 
1880.  BbeoeMr  Da  waa,  DIghton. 

1870.  Kliaha  Davia,  Rt-hoboth. 

1871.  Solon  Carpenter,  Seekonk. 

1872.  ThomaaP.  Bort,  Berkley. 
1878.  aiarlea  Talbot,  DIghton. 
1874.  Qyma  Wheaton,  Rehoboth. 

1876.  Thomas  Rich,  Seekonk. 
1870.  Herbert  A.  Dean,  Berkley. 

1877.  Hale  8.  Lather,  Rehoboth. 

1878.  John  A.  Lewis,  DIghton. 
1870.4  Jaa.  B.  Eaaterbrook,  Swan- 


1880.  Andrew    M.  Medbary,  See- 

konk. 

1881.  Remember  Smith,  Rehoboth. 

1882.  Francia  A.  Horr,  DIghton. 

1883.  Jamci  H.  Maaon,  Swanaaa. 


>  In  1816,  none. 

*  Thla  town,  now  In  connection  with  Rehoboth,  forma  one  rapreaen- 
lative  diatrict 

*  The  towna  of  Seekonk,  Rehoboth,  DIghton,  and  Berkley  now  com- 
poae  one  repreaentative  diatrict 

*  The  towna  of  Seekonk,  Rehoboth,  DIghton,  and  Swansea  now  make 
one  di«trict* 
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Senators  have  been  as  follows : 

1815-17.  JunMnUs.  |  1839-96.  Itoth  WhitmMnrii. 

1821-23.  OUT«rStarkwMth«r.         I 

March  1, 1862,  the  town  of  East  ProYidence  was 
taken  off  fW>ni  Seekonk,  leaving  the  town  with  a 
population  of  only  eight  hundred,  almost  wholly 
farmers.  The  interest  of  the  town  is  agricultural, 
and  from  1662  to  1860  the  population  increased  from 
eight  hundred  to  more  than  twelve  hundred.  There 
had  been  a  long  dispute  between  the  States  of  Rhode 
Island  and  Massachusetts  in  relation  to  the  boundary 
line.  The  case  was  in  the  United  States  Supreme 
Court,  but  by  agreement  between  them  it  was  taken 
from  the  court  and 'referred  to  a  commission  from 
Rhode  Island  and  the  Qovemor  and  Executive  Coun- 
cil on  the  part  of  Massachusetts,  when  a  conventional 
line  was  adopted,  setting  the  whole  of  Pawtucket  and 
that  portion  of  Seekonk  now  East  Providence  into 
Rhode  Island,  while  Massachusetts  received  territory 
from  Rhode  Island  adjacent  to  Fall  River. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  present  town  of  Seekonk 
almost  universally  opposed  the  act  as  injurious  to 
their  interest,  but  the  influence  of  Providence  and 
Fall  River  prevailed. 

The  inhabitants  opposed  the  division  of  the  town 
and  new  State  line  by  which  the  town  of  East  Provi- 
dence was  organized  in  another  State,  for  thereby 
the  Congregational  and  First  Baptist  Churches,  in 
which  they  worshiped,  were  transferred  to  another 
town  and  State,  also  the  town  hall,  and  seriously 
deranged  the  several  school  districts. 

The  manufacturing  part  of  the  town  was  transferred 
to  Rhode  Island,  leaving  the  present  town  of  Seekonk 
nearly  without  manufactures  and  wholly  agricultural. 
It  set  into  Rhode  Island  about  two-thirds  of  the  valu- 
ation and  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  population, 
and  about  one-half  of  the  territory. 

Military  Record«  1861-85.— The  town  of  Seekonk 
responded  promptly  to  the  call  for  troops  during  the 
late  Rebellion,  both  in  men  and  means.  July  24, 
1862,  the  town  voted  to  pay  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  dollars  to  each  volunteer,  not  to  exceed  ten  in 
number,  when  accepted  and  sworn  into  service  on  the 
call  for  fifteen  thousand  men  from  the  State.  Aug. 
14,  1862,  the  town  voted  to  pay  four  hundred  dollars 
bounty  to  each  volunteer,  seven  being  the  number 
required;  also  voted  to  pay  three  hundred  dollars 
bounty  to  all  volunteers  and  drafted  men  under  the 

first  levy. 

Aug.  38, 1862.  Voted  to  pay  two  hundred  dollars 
bounty  for  volunteers  for  nine  months'  service  to  fill 
the  town's  quota. 

Sept.  2,  1862.  The  town  voted  to  pay  the  expenses 
of  those  volunteers  who  were  rejected.  Voted  that 
the  recruiting  officer  be  instructed  to  recruit  or  enlist 
any  man  of  proper  age  not  enrolled  in  any  other  town. 

Sept.  24,  1862.  The  town  voted  to  instruct  the  re- 
cruiting officer  to  enlist  not  exceeding  eighteen  vol- 
unteers for  nine  months. 


Oct.  8, 1862.  Voted  that  the  treasurer  be  author- 
ized to  hire  money  sufficient  to  aid  the  families  of 
volunteers  from  this  town.  Voted  twelve  .hundred 
dollars  for  bounties. 

Dec.  10, 1868.  The  town  authorized  the  recruiting 
officer  to  pay  three  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars 
bounty  for  the  quota  of  volunteers  called  for. 

April  4,  1864.  Voted  to  pay  eleven  hundred  and 
twenty-five  dollars  to  reimburse  those  that  have  vol- 
untarily contributed  to  pay  bounties  to  fill  the  town's 
quota  on  the  call  for  five  hundred  thousand  men. 
Also  voted  to  appropriate  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  dollars  for  each  recruit  for  this  town  that  may  be 
enlisted  under  the  call  for  March  15,  1864,  and  also 
that  may  be  enlisted  under  future  calls  of  the  Presi- 
dent before  March  1 ,  1865. 

June  25, 1864.  Voted  to  authorize  the  treasurer  to 
pay  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  to  every  man 
enlisted  in  anticipation  of  the  next  call  of  the  Presi- 
dent, but  the  officer  not  to  enlist  over  ten  men. 

Sept.  3, 1864.  The  recruiting  officer  re|M>rted  to  tlie 
town  that  the  town's  quota  was  filled,  at  the  expense 
of  four  thousand  nine  hundred  and  seventy- five 
dollars. 

Oct.  22,  1864.  Voted  that  the  treasurer  pay  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  for  the  eighteen  men, 
and  also  for  each  of  the  two  iurplu$  men. 

Nov.  26,  1864.  Voted  tliat  the  recruiting  officer 
enlist  nine  men  for  filling  the  town's  quota  in  antiei- 
potion  of  another  call  for  men.  Voted  that  the  select- 
men order  the  treasurer  to  pay  out  eleven  hundred 
and  twenty-five  dollars  in  anticipation  of  enlisting 
the  above  number  of  men. 

The  following  enlisted  from  this  town : 


W.  L.  Blias. 
NeUou  Bowen. 
George  Burke. 
Charlea  Bourns. 
C.  v.  Bruwu. 
Warren  L.  Cbaffee. 
Benjamin  F.  Clement. 
Henry  Davia. 
Edward  M.  Downej. 
John  0.  Doak. 
John  Klderkin. 
Jonathan  B.  Klderkin. 
John  Fltsgerald. 
Martin  8.  Orangor. 
Charlee  0.  Uaudy. 
Uartin  V.  IIIU. 
Ohurlee  Uoiion. 
Almond  Harding. 
William  John«on. 
George  Lannon. 


ByWeeter  Lumbert. 
James  Maaon. 
Tlieopbilua  Uadbory. 
Oeorge  E.  Miller. 
Sylvanut  Martin. 
John  W.  Miller. 
Giilob  Miller. 
Vrancia  MillanL 
William  U.  Mm«r. 
Hugh  McQulr«. 
Charlee  F.  Ormsbee. 
William  Riley. 
Jamee  Stone. 
Albert  8.  Strait. 
Abner  1*.  Smith. 
William  U.  U.  SmiUi. 
Albert  Wood. 
William  H.  Wood. 
John  F.  Wood. 


Seekonk  filled  her  quota  in  full. 

As  this  town  is  a  border  town  and  adjacent  to 
Providence,  a  large  number  of  its  citizens  enlisted 
into  Rhode  Island  regiments,  and  several  into  the 
quota  of  other  towns  in  the  State. 

The  following  enlisted  from  this  town  in  other 
places : 

Thomnf  Read;  John  A.  Medbery,  Myron  Short,  let  Rhode  laland  Cav- 
alry; John  W.  Peck,  seven  years  in  U.  S.  regular  array;  Samue 
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J.  Smith,  tmpL  In  Rhode  laland  ragfment,  and  killed  in  flrat  bttttle 
of  DnII  Ban;  Jamee  M.  Mnnroe,  In  0»Hfornln  regiment;  Edward 
Panl«u-,  Rhode  bland  regiment,  killed  In  battle;  T.  Peck,  enlisted 
In  Oimbvldga. 


CHAPTER   XXXVIII. 

8BBK0NK.--(  (7oNfiMiie<e.) 

IGOOLRBIASnOAL  niSTORT. 

Onngreftational  Church— The  Itaptlet  Clinrcli— The  Hebron  Church. 

Congregatioiial  Church.— The  original  proprie- 
tora  of  this  town  were  Congregational iets,  who,  with 
their  piMtor,  Rev.  Samuel  Newman,  and  a  majority  of 
hia  church,  migrated  from  Weymouth,  Mass.,  and 
settled  in  this  place  in  the  year  1643. 

The  town  was  called  Behohoth  by  the  paslor ;  by 
the  Indians  Seekonk.  On  the  division  of  the  town 
one  part  retained  the  civil  name,  the  other  the  Indian. 

The  following  are  the  names,  etc.,  of  the  successive 
pastors: 

Rev.  Samuel  Newman  was  bom  in  Blandford,  in 
1600;  educated  at  Oxford,  England;  came  to  New 
England  1688,  and  died,  pastor  of  this  church,  July 
6,1668. 

Rev.  Noali  Newman,  son  of  Rev.  Samuel  Newman, 
WAS  ordained  1668,  died  April  16,  1676. 

Rev.  Samuel  Angier  was  born  in  Cambridge,  1655 ; 
graduated  at  Harvard  University,  1673;  became  pas- 
tor 1679;  dismissed  from  ill  health  1692,  and  died  at 
Waltham,  Jan.  21,  1717. 

Rev.  Thomas  Greenwood  was  born  in  Weymouth, 
1670;  graduated  at  Harvard  University,  1690;  or- 
dainc<l  October,  1698,  and  died  Sept.  8,  1720. 

Rev.  John  Greenwood,  son  of  Rev.  Thomas  Green- 
wood, was  born  May  20,  1697 ;  graduated  at  Harvard 
University,  1717;  ordained  1721,  and  died  Dec.  .1, 
1766. 

Rev.  John  Cams  was  born  in  Boston,  1724;  grad- 
uated at  Harvard  University,  1762;  installed  April 
18,  1759;  dismissed  Dec  4, 1764,  and  died  at  Lynn, 
Maw.,  Oct,  12,  1802. 

Rev.  Ephraim  Hyde  was  bora  in  Pomfret,  Conn., 
1738 ;  graduated  at  Yale  College,  1758 ;  ordained  May 
14,  1766,  and  died  Oct  11, 1783. 

Rev.  John  Ellis  was  born  in  Cambridge,  1727; 
graduated  at  Harvard  University,  1750;  installed 
March,  1785 ;  dismissed,  at  his  request,  1796 ;  returned 
to  Norwich,  Conn.,  where  he  had  been  previously 
settled,  and  died  in  1805. 

Rev.  John  Hill  was  born  in  Lewiston,  Del.,  Feb.  11, 
1759 ;  insUUed  over  this  church  Sept  22,  1802,  and 
died  1816. 

Rev.  James  O.  Barney  was  born  in  Providence, 
R.  I.,  Sept  30, 1795 ;  graduated  at  Brown  University, 
September,  1821,  and  ordained  Feb.  4, 1824. 

Although  this  church  was  established  in  this  town 
as  early  as  1644,  the  church  holds  no  records  that 


date  back-  previous  to  1693.  The  earliest  records  of 
this  church  are  supposed  to  have  been,  and  probably 
were,  destroyed  when  King  Philip  burned  the  town, 
when  all  the  houses  in  this  vicinity  except  the  garrison 
were  destroyed. 

Again,  from  the  installation  of  Rev.  John  Ellis,  in 
1785,  to  the  settlement  of  Rev.  James  O.  Barney,  in 
1824,  the  records  are  lost 

Rev.  Mr.  Bamey  remained  as  pastor  and  acting  pas- 
tor until  May  1, 1867,  except  he  labored  a  few  months 
among  the  seamen  in  the  city  of  Providence  and  for 
the  American  Sunday-School  Union  in  the  State  of 
Iowa.  This  church  enjoyed  an  extensive  revival 
during  the  winter  of  1855-56,  when  a  series  of  meet- 
ings were  held,  in  which  Rev.  Mr.  Barney  was  assisted 
by  Rev.  Norris  Day,  an  evangelist  Forty-four  united 
with  the  church  in  a  few  weeks.  The  spring  of  1861 
was  marked  by  another  revival,  when  thirty-six  united 
with  the  church  in  one  day.  Again,  in  1867 j^  forty- 
seven  united  themselves  with  this  church  between 
the  months  of  March  and  August  Rev.  Mr.  Barney, 
having  previously  notified  the  church  and  society 
that  he  should  resign  the  pastorate  on  May  1,  1867, 
preached  his  farewell  sermon  on  the  28th  day  of 
April,  after  having  preached  to  this  people  nearly 
forty-three  years.  He  remarked  in  his  discourse  that 
a  generation  had  passed  away  since  he  came  among 
tlicm,  and  scarcely  a  person  was  living  in  the  parish 
who  was  a  head  of  a  family  when  he  commenced  his 
pastorate. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  church  held  May  2, 1867,  the 
following  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted : 

**  Reaoieed^  That  this  chnrch  fully  eoncnr  with  tlie  Confregatlonal  So- 
ciety of  Seekunk  in  the  reeolutlone  pawed  by  them  thie  day  In  the  ex- 
promion  of  their  confidence  in  the  Her.  Jamee  0.  Damey  ae  a  man,  a 
Chrifltiaii,  and  a  paator. 

**  Reaolvtd^  TImt  In  rlew  of  the  long  and  meritorlons  tenrleee  of  the 
ReY.  James  0.  Barney  «e  pastor  of  this  church,  and  the  lirely  intereet 
lio  ever  maniff«ted  In  our  spiritual  welfare,  we  tender  to  him  our  thanke 
and  assnre  hifn  that  wherever  hia  lot  may  be  cast  he  baa  oar  eympathlee 
and  prayers  for  his  welfare.** 

Ader  the  decease  of  his  wife  he  removed  to  Hyde 
Park,  Mass.,  and  afterwards  to  Lincoln,  R.  I.,  where 
he  deceased  in  March,  1880,  universally  respected  by 
all  with  whom  he  had  associated. 

April  22, 1868,  the  church  and  society  extended  a 
unanimous  call  to  the  Rev.  Samuel  £.  Evans  to  be- 
come their  pastor.  He  accepted  the  call,  and  was 
installed  pastor  of  this  church  June  3,  1868.  On 
March  2,  1871,  he  resigned  the  pastorate,  when  the 
following  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted  by 
the  church : 

"  /7««o/vf(i,  Thtit  It  Is  witli  unfeigned  sorrow  that  we  accept  the  reaif- 
natlon  of  onr  pastor,  the  IleT.  Samnel  B.  Evans. 

**JU$ohtdt  That  we  publicly  ezprees  our  acknowledgments  for  his 
fklthAilness  and  fidelity  to  the  cause  of  Christ  while  pastor  of  this 
chnrch,  and  that  we  shall  bear  his  memory  In  gratefbl  remembranoe  for 
tlie  earnestness  In  which  he  labored  for  the  good  of  this  people,  and  the 
blessings  which  we  as  individual  Ghristlans  have  received  through  the 
instmmentiility  of  his  Instructions,  by  preaching  the  gospel  in  Its  full- 
ness and  purity,  holding  up  the  promises  of  God  throagh  Jesns  Christ 
for  our  encouragement  and  hope,  and  that  we  Md  him  God  speed  (2  John, 
10)  in  whatever  field  he  may  be  called  to  labor.** 
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The  ReY.  £.  A.  Spence,  of  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.,  wan 
then  engaged  hm  acting  pastor,  but  owing  to  poor 
health  was  obliged  to  resign.  He  was  succeeded  by 
Rev.  Hiram  E.  Johnson,  who  labored  as  acting  pastor 
for  seven  years,  until  May  1, 1879,  the  church  com- 
mending him  as  a  Christian  minister  and  gentleman 
unto  whatever  community  in  which  he  may  be  called 
to  labor.  During  his  pastorate  the  church  erected  an 
elegant  parsonage  adjacent  to  their  meeting-house. 

Aug.  28,  1879,  a  unanimous  call  was  extended  by 
church  and  society  to  Rev.  J.  A.  Hapna,  of  Thomp- 
son, Conn.,  but  was  declined. 

Nov.  12,  1879,  it  was  voted  unanimously  that  an 
invitation  be  extended  to  Rev.  Leverett  S.  Wood- 
worth,  of  Campello,  Mass.,  to  become  the  pastor  and 
teacher  of  this  church  and  society. 

Rev.  Mr.  Woodworth,  having  accepted  the  invita- 
tion, was  duly  installed  as  pastor  of  this  church  June 
28, 1880,  which  office  he  now  holds.  In  1882  a  large 
and  excellent  organ  was  purchased  for  the  clnircli. 

The  communion  service  of  this  church  consists  of 
four  silver  platters,  marked  R.  C. ;  one  silver  cup, 
presented  by  Capt  Willet  in  1674;  one  silver  cup, 
presented  by  Rev.  Noah  Newman  in  1678 ;  one  silver 
cup,  presented  by  Mrs.  Mary  Walker  in  1747 ;  one 
silver  cup,  presented  by  Deacon  Samuel  Newman  in 
1748 ;  one  silver  cup,  presented  by  Deacon  Edward 
Glover  in  1761 ;  one  silver  cup,  presented  by  Mr. 
Daniel  Perrin  in  1764;  one  silver  cup,  presented  by 
Capt  John  Lyon,  without  date;  one  silver  cup,  pre- 
sented by  Barbary  Hill,  an  Indian  lady,  in  1826 ;  one 
silver  cup,  presented  by  Barbary  Hill,  an  Indian  lady, 
in  1828 ;  one  silver  flagon,  presented  by  Mrs.  Sarah 
Bishop  in  1727 ;  one  silver  flagon,  presented  by  Fran- 
cis Stephens  in  1782. 

Rev.  J.  O.  Barney  acted  as  clerk  of  the  church 
from  the  year  of  his  ordination,  1824,  to  Aug.  81, 
1837,  when  Deacon  Peter  H.  Brown  was  chosen  clerk, 
who  served  until  Nov.  2,  1858,  when  Deacon  Joseph 
Brown  was  elected,  who  has  Served  to  the  ])resent 
time.  . 

Deacons,— July  2t),  1824,  Peter  H.  Wheaton  and 
William  Ellis  were  elected;  Feb.  28,  1839,  John 
Shory  and  Peter  H.  Brown ;  Sept.  30,  1868,  Robert 
M.  Pearse  and  Joseph  Brown  ;  Nov.  3, 1870,  William 
W.  Ellis  and  Albert  R.  Read. 

Rev.  Samuel  Newman's  Concordance  of  the  Bible, 
including  the  Apocrypha,  is  a  work  of  the  rarest 
merit,  and  is  truly  a  monument  of  biblical  learning 
and  research,  not  surpassed,  if  excelled,  in  any  coun- 
try or  age.  It  is  not  only  one  of  tlie  largest  and 
most  extensive  of  any  work  of  that  class  througli  nil 
its  parts,  but  it  was  the  first  extensive  work  published. 
Authors  of  similar  works  since  that  date  have  been 
able  to  copy  from  him  and  enjoy  the  benefit  of  his 
researches.  There  are  but  few  copies  of  his  revised 
and  enlarged  edition  (third),  published  in  London, 
1668,  known  to  be  extant.  There  is  a  copy  in  the 
library  at  Oxford,  England ;  one  in  the  Athenaeum 


in  Boston,  presented  by  King  William  III. ;  and  one 
belonging  to  the  Congregational  Church  of  Seekonk 
(of  which  Deacon  Joseph  Brown  is  custodian  as  clerk 
of  the  church),  the  history  of  which  ia  as  follows : 

The  author,  the  founder  of  this  church,  reserved 
this  copy  for  himself,  and  bequeathed  it  to  his  son 
and  successor.  Rev.  Noah  Newman,  in  1668 ;  to  his 
successor.  Rev.  Samuel  Algier,  1679 ;  to  his  succeaaor. 
Rev.  Thomas  Oreenwood,  1698 ;  to  his  son  and  suc- 
cessor. Rev.  John  Oreenwood,  1721 ;  from  him  to  his 
theological  student.  Rev.  John  Burt,  who  became  the 
fifth  pastor  of  the  Congregational  Church  in  Bristol, 
R.  I.,  1741.  In  1742,  Mr.  Burt  rebound  it ;  after  his 
death  it  fell  to  his  successor,  Rev.  Henry  Wight,  1785. 
Dr.  Wight  died  in  1837,  and  left  this  work  to  bis  chil- 
dren. In  1858,  at  the  suggestion  of  Hon.  Nathaniel 
Bullock  and  Oovernor  Diman,  of  Bristol,  the  heirs  of 
Dr.  Wight  bestowed  it  to  S.  C.  Newman,  A.M.,  a  lineal 
descendant  of  the  author,  and  he  in  turn  has  bestowed 
it  to  the  Congregational  Church  of  Seekonk. 

Oct  12,  1830,  at  a  conference  of  churches  of  Taun- 
ton and  vicinity,  held  in  the  Congregational  Church 
of  Seekonk,  a  county  society  was  formed  auxiliary  to 
the  American  Board  of  Commissioners  of  Foreign 
Missions. 

March  6, 1832,  a  protracted  meeting  was  commenced 
this  day,  and  continued  four  days.  Clergymen  present 
Rev.  Mr.  Fisk,  of  Wrentham,  Ide,  of  Mcdway,  Ohapin 
and  Ferguson,  of  Attleborough,  Raymond,  of  Free- 
town, Cummings,  of  Dighton,  Vernon,  of  Rehoboth, 
Hopkins,  of  Pawtucket,  Burdette,  of  East  Qreenwidi, 
and  Pease,  of  Barrington.  The  meeting  was  attended 
with  the  most  happy  consequences,  many  indulging 
hope  of  piety,  and  rejoicing  in  hope.  The  church 
unanimously  adopted  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved^  That  no  person  shall  hereafter  be  ad- 
mitted a  member  of  this  church  who  will  not  abstain 
entirely  and  forever  from  the  use  of  anient  spirits  e.c- 
ctptimj  as  a  medicine, 

Nov.  30,  1847,  Rev.  J.  0.  Barney,  J.  C.  Brown,  and 
Deacon  P.  H.  Brown  were  chosen  a  committee  to  re- 
vise the  articles  of  faith  and  covenant  and  report  at 
a  future  meeting. 

March  2,  1848,  the  above-named  committee  made 
their  report,  which  was  accepted  and  adopted. 

April  27,  1848,  Voted,  to  so  amend  the  fourth  ar- 
ticle of  the  covenant  that  no  member  of  this  church 
may  traffic  in  intoxicating  drinks  as  a  beverage. 

Number  received  into  the  church  during  tiie  pas- 
torate of  Rev.  Mr.  Barney,  308 ;  during  the  pastorate 
of  Rev.  S.  E.  Evans,  21 ;  during  the  pastorate  of  Uev. 
Iliram  E.  Johnson,  51 ;  during  the  pastorate  of  Rev. 
L.  S.  Woodworth,  24. 

The  Baptist  Church.— The  first  meeting  to  con- 
sider the  subject  of  forming  a  separate  church  in  the 
First  Precinct  of  Rehoboth  was  held  Dec.  5,  1793, 
which  was  adjourned  from  time  to  time  until  Nov.  27, 
1794,  it  being  the  tenth  meeting,  which  resulted  in 
forming  a  church  styled  the  Baptist  Church  of  Jesus 
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Christ  of  Firat  Precinct,  Rehoboth,  and  the  covenant 
and  articles  of  faith  were  nnanimouely  assented  to 
and  subscribed  by  every  member,  as  follows :  Caleb 
Mason,  Charles  Peck,  John  Brown,  John  Medbery, 
Miles  Shorey,  Ezra  Kent,  John  Perry,  Molly  Walker, 
Abigail  Winsor,  Abigail  Wilson,  Syble  Ingraham, 
Sarah  Shorey,  Hannah  Hays,  Eunice  Hading,  Re- 
becca Braly,  Susanna  Mason,  Molly  Cole,  Silence  Car- 
penter, and  Johanna  Mason. 

Dec.  13, 1794.  The  church  appointed  Brethren  Caleb 
Mason  and  Charles  Peck  to  the  office  of  deacons,  and 
requested  Brother  John  P.  Jones,  who  had  been 
preaching  for  them  ten  months,  to  qualify  himself  to 
become  their  pastor,  but  they  all  wished  for  further 
time  to  consider  so  important  an  undertaking ;  chose 
John  Medbery  clerk. 

March  18,  17%.  Brother  John  P.  Jones  was  or- 
dained to  the  work  of  the  evangelical  gospel  ministry, 
and  Brethren  Caleb  Mason  and  Charles  Peck  to  the 
office  of  deacons. 

April  23, 1797.  On  account  of  the  ill  health  of  El- 
der Jones,  Elder  John  Pitman  was  called  to  assist 
him,  and  preached  part  of  the  time. 

Dec.  26,  1807.  Chose  Brotlier  Joseph  Bucklin  as 
third  deacon. 

March  26,  1808.  Chose  Brother  Samuel  Brown  as 
fourth  deacon. 

June  27, 1812.  The  name  of  the  church  was  changed 
to  tliat  of  Baptist  Church  of  Seekonk,  ns  the  west 
part  of  Rehoboth  had  by  act  of  Legislature  been  in- 
corporated into  a  town  by  that  name  in  February, 
1812. 

Aug.  27, 1814.  Elder  John  Pitman  (who  had  served 
us  since  1797),  having  moved  his  family  to  this  town 
from  Providence,  produced  a  letter  to  this  church 
from  the  First  Baptist  Church  in  Providence,  and  was 
joyfully  received  a  member  and  teacher. 

April  30, 1815.  Brother  Pitman  took  leave  of  this 
church  for  the  present,  being  under  a  necessity  to  re- 
move from  this  place.  This  removal  of  our  beloved 
brother  and  teacher  was  painful  to  the  church,  and 
apparently  grievous  to  the  society,  but  they  did  not 
feel  able  to  support  him,  and  he  had  no  means  of  sup- 
|Yorting  himself  and  family  here. 

June,  1815.  Elder  Jason  Livemore  commenced  his 
labors  with  us,  which  were  blessed  with  a  gracious 
revival,  and  additions  were  made  to  the  church  for 
several  months. 

August  27t]i.  Brother  Livemore  came  to  this  meet- 
ing with  a  letter  of  recommendation  as  a  worthy 
brother  and  teacher  from  the  Baptist  Church,  Maiden, 
Mass.,  of  which  he  was  the  late  pastor,  and  requested 
to  become  a  member  with  us,  and  he  was  cordially 
received. 

Sept.  23,  1815,  was  appointed  for  our  monthly  cove- 
nant meeting,  but  was  prevented  by  a  severe  storm. 
The  storm  was  the  severest,  perhaps,  ever  experienced 
in  this  country. 

Seekonk,  November,  1815.  Since  our  last  meeting 


our  beloved  brother.  Deacon  Joseph  Bucklin,  de- 
parted this  life. 

December,  1815.  A  special  meeting  of  the  church 
was  held  at  Brother  David  Cooper's  for  the  purpose 
of  selecting  another  deacon.  Voted  that  Brother 
Livemore  be  moderator  of  this  meeting.  Voted  by 
ballot  for  a  deacon,  and  Brother  David  Brown  was 
unanimously  chosen  to  the  office  of  deacon.  Voted 
to  choose  one  more  deacon  by  ballot,  but  there  was 
no  choice. 

Our  beloved  brother.  Elder  Livemore,  left  us  the  first 
week  of  January,  1816,  on  amission  in  Rhode  Island. 

March,  1816.  Brother  John  Pitman  concluded  to 
return  to  this  place  and  preach  for  us  the  ensuing 
year,  to  the  great  satisfaction  and  joy  of  the  church. 

Aug.  28, 1818.  Brothers  John  Read  and  Sylvanus 
Newman  were  selected  for  the  office  of  deacons  by  a 
vote  of  the  church. 

Elder  Pitman  preached  July  21,  1822,  and  died 
July  24th. 

Aug.  24, 1822.  John  Medbery,  who  had  been  clerk 
of  the  church  since  its  formation,  asked  to  be  excused 
on  account  of  his  advanced  age,  and  Brother  Viall 
Medbery  was  chosen  clerk  in  his  room. 

1822-23.  Brother  Ezra  Goings  (licentiate)  labored 
with  the  church,  and  was  much  blessed. 

Oct.  5, 1823.  This  day  Brother  Bartlett  Pease  began 
to  preach  for  us  statedly  for  one  year.  It  was  voted  to 
receive  Brother  Pease  as  our  pastor  for  one  year  from  the 
Ist  of  October  inst.,  provided  he  should  continue  to 
preach  the  gospel  consistent  with  the  Bible  and  our 
church  constitution.     (He  continued  five  years.) 

March  29, 1828.  Brother  Bartlett  Pease,  our  pastor, 
was  dismissed  from  our  church  on  his  own  request. 

December,  1828.  Brother  Greene  was  engaged  to 
supply  the  pulpit  through  the  winter. 

May  16,  1829.  Brother  Benjamin  C.  Grafton,  of 
Plymouth,  was  engaged  to  preach  to  us  for  one  year. 

June  27,  1829.  Brother  Grafton  and  wife  Ann 
united  with  the  church  by  letter  from  Plymouth, 
Mass. 

Feb.  27, 1830.  The  church  voted  to  build  a  parson- 
age, and  chose  Deacon  David  Brown  and  Sylvanus 
Newman  and  Brother  Solomon  Peck  a  committee  to 
build  the  same  at  their  discretion. 

July  3,  1831.  Brother  Grafton  preached  his  fare- 
well sermon. 

Oct  25,  1831.  Voted  this  day  to  invite  Brother 
Ferando  Berton  to  become  our  pastor,  he  being  a 
licentiate  of  the  Baptist  Church  in  Hartford,  Conn. 

November,  1831.  Brother  Berton  engaged  to  preach 
six  months. 

March  24,  1832.  Brother  Berton  united  with  the 
church  by  letter  from  the  Baptist  Church  at  Paw- 
tucket. 

Jan.  23, 1833.  Brother  Berton  was  ordained  to  the 
gospel  ministry. 

July  27, 1833.  Brother  Berton  asked  to  be  dismissed 
as  pastor,  which  request  was  granted  August  4th. 
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Sept.  8,  1888.  Brother  Uriah  Medbery  was  unani- 
moualy  chosen  deacon. 

Sept.  11,  12,  1888.  The  Warren  Association  con- 
vened with  our  church,  and  during  its  session 
Brethren  Sylvanus  Newman,  David  Brown,  and  Viall 
Medbery  were  ordained  as  deacons  of  this  church. 

Oct.  1,  1888.  Brother  Henry  Clark,  a  licentiate  of 
the  Warwick  Baptist  Church,  commenced  his  labors 
with  us. 

Dec.  8,  1888.  Commenced  a  series  of  meetings, 
which  were  held  morning,  afternoon,  and  evening 
for  one  week.  On  the  last  evening  five  young  persons 
expressed  hope  in  the  Saviour,  and  forty  took  the 
anxious  seat,  and  fifteen  were  added  to  the  church 
the  last  Sunday  in  December. 

June  26, 1884.  Brother  Henry  Clark  was  ordained 
to  the  gospel  ministry. 

Sept.  27, 1884.  Brother  Zenas  B.  Newman,  one  of 
our  young  members,  was  licensed  by  the  church  to 
preach  the  gospel. 

Sept.  9, 1886.  Brother  Newman  was  ordained  as  an 
evangelist 

Nov.  26, 1886.  Brother  Clark  gave  in  his  resigna- 
tion as  pastor,  to  take  efiect  the  1st  of  January  next, 
which  was  accepted. 

Oct.  19, 1886.  The  church  withdrew  from  Warren 
and  joined  with  another  church  in  Bristol  County  in 
forming  the  Taunton  Association. 

Aug.  1, 1887.  Rev.  John  Allen  commenced  his  pas- 
toral labors  with  us. 

July  and  August,  1887.  Our  meeting-house  was  re- 
modeled and  thoroughly  repaired,  and  we  met  for 
worship  and  all  our  services  in  the  town  hall. 

Sept.  26, 1840.  Voted  that  the  request  of  Brother 
Allen  for  dismission  as  pastor  of  this  church  be 
granted. 

Nov.  8,  1840.  Brother  John  C.  Welch,  of  Warren, 
R.  I.,  commenced  his  pastoral  labors  with  this  church, 
which  continued  nine  years  and  six  months. 

1841-42.  In  the  winter  and  spring  of  1841-42  the 
church  enjoyed  the  most  wonderful  and  exteusive 
revival  in  its  entire  history,  and  in  some  five  or  six 
months  eighty  were  added  to  their  membership. 

April  1, 1850.  Brother  Welch  closed  his  labors  as 
pastor  with  us. 

April  1,  1860.  Brother  Henry  G.  Stewart  com- 
menced his  labors  in  supplying  the  pulpit,  etc. 

Oct.  5,  1850.  It  was  unanimously  voted  to  request 
Brother  Stewart  to  become  our  pastor  during  mutual 
satisfaction,  and  the  request  was  accepted  by  him. 

March  26, 1853.  Brother  Stewart  resigned  his  posi- 
tion as  pastor,  and  his  resignation  was  accepted. 

May  15,  1858.  Brother  Alexander  Lorimer  com- 
menced his  labors  as  supplying  the  pulpit. 

July  30, 1853.  Voted  to  give  Brother  Lorimer  an 
invitation  to  become  pastor  of  our  church  (thirty- 
seven  to  three),  which  iuvitation  was  accepted  by  him. 

June  24,  1854.  Brother  Lorimer  resigned  his  pas- 
toral relation,  which  was  accepted  by  the  church. 


Nov.  28, 1851.  Deacon  Sylvanus  Newman  deceased. 
He  had  been  a  member  of  the  church  fifty  years,  and 
had  filled  the  office  of  deacon  thirty-two  yeairs. 

Jan.  12,  1852.  The  church  chose  William  8.  Mun- 
roe  as  deacon  in  place  of  Brother  Newman. 

March,  1854.  Brother  Andrew  N.  Medbery  was 
chosen  clerk. 

Oct.  8, 1854.  The  church  voted  unanimously  to  give 
Brother  George  Mathews  (who  commenced  laboring 
with  us  Sept.  24, 1854)  an  invitation  to  become  our 
pastor.  Brother  Mathews  accepted  the  pastorate,  and 
October  28th  joined  the  church  by  letter  from  the 
Baptist  Church  in  Casinovin,  N.  Y. 
.  Jan.  27,  1856.  The  church  voted  to  hold  a  series  of 
meetings,  to  commence  next  week,  and  to  invito  liev. 
James  O.  Harney  and  his  church  and  society  to  unite 
with  us  in  these  meetings,  which  was  accepted. 

September,  1856.  The  Taunton  Baptist  Association 
held  its  session  with  us. 

July  25, 1857.  Brother  Mathews  resigned  as  pastor, 
to  take  effect  Oct.  1,  1857. 

Nov.  29, 1857.  Voted  unanimously  to  give  Rev.  A. 
H.  Stowell,  of  Providence,  R.  I.,  an  invitation  to  be- 
come our  pastor  for  six  months,  which  was  accepted 
by  him. 

In  the  spring  of  1858  there  was  quite  a  revival  in 
our  church,  and  quite  a  number  of  heads  of  families 
were  added  to  the  church. 

Aug.  25,  I860.  The  church  voted  that  Brother 
Stowell's  labors  as  pastor  close  to-morrow  after  service. 

Aug.  26, 1860.  The  church  rescinded  the  vote  passeii 
yesterday,  after  which  Brother  Stowell  resigoed  as 
pastor,  which  was  accepteil. 

Nov.  24,  1860.  Voted  to  engage  Brother  G.  M.  P. 
King,  who  had  been  supplying  us  for  six  weeks,  to 
become  our  pastor  for  six  months. 

April  4, 1861.  Voted  to  give  Brother  King  an  invita- 
tion to  become  our  pastor  as  long  us  mutually  satis- 
factory. 

June  11,  1861.  A  public  recognition  as  pastor  of 
their  church  took  place. 

Aug.  80,  1862.  The  church  voted  to  withdraw  from 
the  Taunton  Association  and  rejoin  the  Warren  As- 
sociation, as  that  part  of  Seekonk  where  the  church 
was  had  recently  been  set  to  Rhode  Island. 

April  29,  1865.  Brother  King  notified  the  church 
that  his  relation  to  the  church  as  pastor  would  close 
from  this  date,  that  lie  had  tendered  his  resignation 
last  December,  which  he  had  not  withdrawn.  The 
church  voted  to  accept  his  resignation. 

The  church  voted  to  observe  the  national  fast  or- 
dered by  the  President  on  account  of  the  assassination 
of  President  Lincoln,  and  voted  to  invite  Rev.  James 
O.  Barney  and  his  ciiurch  and  society  to  meet  with  us. 

Nov.  28,  1865.  Voted  to  accept  the  invitation  of 
the  Congregational  Church  to  meet  and  join  with 
them  in  thank.sgiving  .services  December  7th ;  ami 
also  to  invite  them  to  join  with  us  in  like  services 
November  30th. 
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March  26, 1866.  Voted  unanimously  to  give  Rev. 
I«aac  Chesebroagh,  of  Greenwich,  R.  I.,  a  call  to  be- 
come our  pastor,  which  call  was  accepted  April  1, 
1$G6,  in  which  position  he  continued  till  Sept.  30, 
1S80.  During  his  pastorate,  in  1877  and  1878,  there 
was  a  revival  of  religion  in  the  church,  and  thirty- 
eight  were  added  to  our  number. 

Aug.  2$),  1872.  Voted  to  withdraw  from  the  Warren 
Association  and  unite  with  the  Providence  Associa- 
tion. 

Sept  16  and  17, 1874.  The  Providence  Baptist  As- 
sociation held  its  annual  session  with  our  church. 
Although  the  weather  was  unpleasant  there  was  a 
good  attendance,  and  the  exercises  were  harmonious 
and  very  interesting. 

April  24,  1879.  The  church  by  appointment  bal- 
loted for  two  deacons,  which  resulted  in  the  choice  of 
Brother  Francis  Armington  and  Andrew  N.  Medbery 
as  deacons. 

April  8, 1879.  It  was  voted  to  build  a  new  church 
edifice  or  meeting- house,  and  chose  a  committee  of 
five  to  build  the  same,  viz.,  Francis  Armington,  A.  N. 
Medbery,  Daniel  Medbery,  Isaac  Chesebrough,  and 
Allen  Munroe.  The  church  was  built  the  ensuing 
summer. 

July  80, 1879.  The  church  was  called  to  mourn  the 
lom  by  death  of  a  much-loved  and  esteemed  brother, 
Deacon  William  S.  Munroe. 

Dec.  80, 1879.  The  new  church  edifice  was  dedicated 
to  the  worship  of  Gk>d. 

Jan.  27, 1881,  The  church  voted  to  give  Rev.  Bailey 
8.  Morse,  pastor  of  Broadway  Church,  Providence,  a 
call  to  become  our  pastor,  which  was  accepted  by  him, 
and  he  commenced  his  pastoral  labors  1st  of  April, 
1881,  which  still  continue. 
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The  first  Sabbath-school  was  formed  June  1, 1819, 
by  a  few  of  the  young  people  of  the  church  and  so- 
ciety. Viall  Medbery  was  chosen  superintendent, 
which  office  he  filled  to  March  25,  1855,  when 
Deacon  William  S.  Munroe  was  chosen,  who  filled 
the  office  till  Oct  27,  1867.  He  was  followed  by 
Allen  J.  Brown,  to  1870;  John  A.  Medbery,  to  1871 ; 
Samuel  B.  Allen,  to  1872;  John  A.  Medbery,  to  1873 ; 
Hannah  Medbery,  to  1877;  Allen  Munroe,  present 
superintendent. 


The  Hebron  Church^  was  organized  Dec.  25, 1827. 
The  church  edifice  was  erected  in  1827,  and  stood  on 
the  line  of  the  towns  of  Seekonk  and  Attleborough, 
the  line  of  the  towns  passing  through  the  church. 

This  building  was  sold  and  removed  in  1870,  and 
a  new  church  built  in  that  year,  but  wholly  in  See- 
konk. The  edifice  erected  in  1870  was  destroyed  by 
fire  in  1875;  another  was  built  and  was  dedicated 
Aug.  6,  1875. 

The  church  erecteii  a  parsonage  in  1868.  The 
pastors  of  this  church  have  been  Rev.  Thomas  Wil- 
liams, Rev.  Charles  Simmery,  Rev.  William  H.  Hay- 
ward,  Rev.  John  W.  Caldwell,  Rev.  Joshua  Stetson, 
Rev.  Junia  S.  Mowrey,  Rev.  George  W.  Wallace, 
Rev.  J.  C.  Seagraves,  Rev.  Oardner  Clark,  Rev. 
Reuben  Allen,  Rev.  Solomon  P.  Snow,  Rev.  Sam- 
uel Heath,  Rev.  William  B.  Heath,  Rev.  John  Q. 
Adams.  Present  pastor,  Albert  F.  Remington.  Rev. 
Mr.  Remington  became  pastor  of  this  church  in 
April,  1875. 

The  deacons  were  Seta  Kent,  Ira  K,  Miller,  Daniel 
Perry,  John  Blanchard,  Noble  Fuller,  Qeoige  W. 
French,  Henry  Carpenter.  The  present  deacons  are 
Andrew  J.  Goff,  Samuel  0.  Case,  Jr.,  and  George 
0.  Newman.  There  are  at  present  about  eighty 
members  belonging  to  the  church.  The  Sabbath- 
school  numbers  one  hundred  and  fifteen. 

We  subjoin  the  following  concerning  the  origin  of 
this  church :  On  the  25th  of  December,  1827,  a  num- 
ber of  the  members  of  the  First  Congregational 
Church  in  West  Attleborough  residing  in  and  near 
Hebronville,  having  been  dismissed  for  the  purpose 
of  forming  a  new  organization,  unitedly  agreed,  in 
order  to  their  greater  usefulness  in  promoting  the  in- 
terests of  religion,  to  become  a  new  church  under  the 
"  creed  of  Congregationalism." 

Their  first  pastor  was  Rev.  Thomas  Williams. 
Under  his  labors  the  church  was  increased  and 
blessed,  and  a  house  of  worship  was  erected. 

The  church  continued  to  have  a  succession  of  Con- 
gregational pastors,  with  no  change  in  their  creed, 
until  the  spring  of  1842,  when  the  church  became 
convicted  that  to  make  the  creed  of  a  sect  a  test  of 
church  membership,  to  the  r^ection  of  Christians 
from  the  Church  of  Christ,  was  not  a  Christian  but 
an  unauthorized  human  arrai|gement. 

It  was  accordingly  voted  to  give  up  their  creed  of 
Congregationalism  as  a  test  of  membership,  and 
adopt  the  Scriptures,  more  especially  the  New  Testa- 
ment, as  their  only  and  sufficient  rule  of  faith  and 
practice,  under  which  all  Christians  located  together 
could  unite  in  the  exercise  of  all  the  ability  which 
God  giveth  in  the  work  and  worship  of  God,  and  thus 
become  more  u»rful  and  siiccets/ul  in  building  up  the 
church  and  cause  of  Christ. 

>  Contribnted  by  Joaeph  Brown. 


HI8T0EY  OF  BRISTOL  COUNTY,  MiSSACHOSETM. 


BIOGRAPHICAL    SKETCHES. 


JOSBPII    BROWN. 

There  were  quite  a  number  of  the  early  settlers  of 
New  England  wlio  boro  the  name  of  Brown.  Peter 
Brown  woa  prohnbly  the  firBt.  tie  came  over  from 
EnKlaiid  in  the  "Mayflower."  He  was  not  ao  an- 
cestor, but  reiat«d  to  an  ancestor  of  Deacon  Joseph 
Brown.  From  the  most  authentic  records  we  have 
been  able  to  obtain,  it  seema  a  probability  bordering 
on  certainty  that  William'  Brotvn,  who  came  to  Ply- 
mouth, and  there  married  Mary  Murdock,  July  l(>, 
1649,  was  the  flrat  of  this  particular  branch  wlio 
eettled  in  America.  He  was  from  Eii>;land.  He  diet) 
at  Plymouth,  1G94.  He  had  a  uin,  SaimieP,  borti 
1656,  who,  in  turn,  had  a  eon,  Samud*,  born  Nov.  7, 
1690.  This  Samuel  was  tlie  father  of  William'',  who 
held  A  commission  as  quartermnater  in  Fourth  Troop 
of  Horse,  Second  Regimeut,  in  Massachusettii  Bay, 
commandeil  by  Col.  Zepbaniah  Leonard.  His  com- 
mission, dnted  Sept.  17,  1742,  in  sixteenth  year  of  the 
reign  of  King  George  II.,  and  signed  by  Wm.  Shir- 
ley, Captain-Oeneral  and  Qovernur-in-Chief  of  Mas- 
sachusetts Bay,  is  now  in  possession  of  Deacon  Joaepli 
Brown,  his  great-grandson.  SamutP,  his  son,  held  a 
commission  as  second  lieutenant,  hearing  date  Marcli 
S2,  1776,  granted  by  Ck>uncil  of  Massachusetts  Bay, 
under  King  George  III. ;  and  Juno  10,  1779,  he  was 
commissioned  first  lieutenant  of  Fifth  Company,  First 
Regiment  of  Bristol  County,  Tlios.  Carpenter  colonel, 
(Both  of  these  original  documents  are  also  in  poa- 
session  of  Deacon  Brown,  who  has  a  liat  in  the  orig- 
inal handwriting  of  the  men  under  the  command  uf 
'  his  grandfather,  Lieut.  Drown.)  Lieut.  Samuel  Brown 
participated  in  a  number  of  engagements  during  the 
war  of  American  independence.  Ho  was  a  mun  of 
character,  selectman  of  his  town,  and  a  deacon  in  the 
Baptist  Church  of  Rehobolh.  He  died  in  1816,  in 
the  seventy-seventh  year  uf  his  age,  leaving  be- 
hind him  four  children, -^Samuel,  Josiah,  Mary,  aniJ 
PeUr  H.  His  wife  waa  Huldah  Hunt,  a  descendant 
of  Peter  Hunt,  who  waa  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers 
of  the  ancient  town  of  Rohoboth,  and  one  of  its 
principal  men  in  his  day, 

Peter  Hunt  Brown  was  born  Jan.  13,  1793.  He  re- 
ceived only  auch  educational  advantagea  as  were 
ofTcred  by  the  district  schools  of  liia  town,  was  reared 
a  farmer's  sou,  and  has  followed  that  peaceful  avucu- 
tion  through  the  long  period  that  has  intervooetl 
from  his  boyhood  days  to  the  preseo^  writing,  when 
[1883)  Mr.  Brown,  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety,  is 
still  in  possession  of  all  his  faculties,  and  able  to 
read  the  finest  print  without  the  aid  of  glasses.  He 
married,  Oct.  15,  1815,  Sally  Walker,  daughter  of 
Moses  Walker  (who  was  also  a  descendant  of  one  of 
Rehoboth's  oldest  families).  They  had  two  children, 
Joteph*  MiA  Huldah  Hunt,  the  latter  born  June  22, 
1819.     Mia.  Brown  died  May  27,  1870.    Mr.  Urown, 


like  his  ancestors,  gave  his  attention  to  military  i 
ten.  He  held  a  commisaion  as  second,  and  aftervn 
as  first,  lieutenant  in  the  State  militia.  He  bu  \ 
selectmen  of  his  towji,  and  is  now  senior  deacQi 
the  First  Congregational  Church  of  Seekonk.  H 
a  Republican  in  politics,  and  bus  voted  at  e' 
Presidential  electiun  from  James  Monroe's  tim 
the  present.  UjKin  consultation  of  the  records  \ 
reference  to  the  Brown  fumilj,  wo  find  that  a  gre 
proportion  of  them  have  been  clergymen  thai 
probably  any  other  family  in  New  England. 
also  find  that  prior  to  1836  thirty-seveu  uf  the  n. 
had  graduated  at  Harvard  and  sixty-three  at  o 
New  England  uullugi.'S. 

Di'.AiwK  JosBi'ii  Bkown  whs  born  Aug,  7,  1 
In  addition  to  the  common -sell  out  course  in  his  tt. 
lie  had  instruction  at  a  select  school,  and  uUo  I 
an  academic  course.  After  leaving  school  he 
ployed  much  of  his  time,  for  a  period  of  a1 
twenty  yearx,  iu  teaching.  In  addition  to  thit 
has  all  bis  lifo  been  engaged  in  farming  and  garr 
ing  on  the  old  homeatcitd,  ivliich  bus  been  in 
family  so  many  generations. 

He  is  one  of  the  leading  farmers  of  his  town, 
has  jjcen  chairman  of  the  school  committee  n; 
years,  and  a  meml>er  uf  the  board  nearly  forty  yi 
He  WHS  chairman  of  the  board  of  selectmen 
overseers  of  the  poor  ten  years.  He  representee 
district  in  the  State  Legislature  in  1862  aud  1 
He  holds  u  commission  under  the  commonweall 
justice  of  the  pcJtce,  and  fur  many  years  has  I 
much  probate  bnsineiis,  both  in  his  own  Btiitu 
the  neighlmring  one  of  KhoUu  Island.  He  has  su 
aa  chairman  of  the  board  of  trustcea  uf  tlie  Con 
gational  aociety  of  Seekonk  more  than  tliirty  yi 
He  is  deacon  of  that  church,  and  has  been  for  a! 
twenty  years.  He  married,  Jan.  II,  1844,  Henr 
Smith  French,  daughter  uf  Eira  French,  ofSeek 
To  them  were  born  four  children,  three  of  whuni 
still  living,  vis. ;  Herberl  K,  born  Feb.  5,  1847, 
residing  in  Providence,  R.  I,,  and  quite  celebrate 
a  musician,  both  vocal  aud  instrumental.  Jlelen 
giula,  born  Nov.  24,  1851,  now  Mrs.  J.  Gardner  ( 
of  Pawtucket;  and  Jleari/  Wtf/iaiit,  born  Oct.  14, 1 
resides  un  the  old  homestead  with  his  father. 

iln.  Brown  died  Nov.  29, 1879.  Jlr,  Brown  mai 
for  his  second  wife  Alice  H.  Carpenter,  Jan.  5,  II 

Deacon  Joseph  llrown  is  a  man  of  slern  into) 
and  upright  life.  Ho  is  u  man  of  strong  churi 
and  influence  in  his  community,  and  probubh 
man  in  the  town  stands  higher  in  the  good  will 
esteem  of  the  people. 


HON.  OLtVBH   CHAFFEE. 

Eon.  Oliver  Chull'ee  was  horn  Dec.  18,  1822. 
is  the  son  of  Caleb  and  I^ephe  P.  (Ormsbce)  Oln 
of  Seekonk,  Mass.  Caleb  Chaffee  was  a  man  of  n 
usefulness  in  hia  community. 
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following  extract  from  the  Providence  Journal,  pub- 
lished soon  after  his  death,  will  serve  to  show  some- 
thing of  the  esteem  in  which  he  wns  held  hf  those 
who  knew  him  best : 

"After  a  long  and  active  lire  of  eighth-Biz  years 
and  fonr  montlis,  Mr.  Caleb  Ciialfee,  of  Seekonk, 
passed  to  his  rest  Aug.  1,  18S0.  He  was  a  man  of 
such  prominence  in  his  native  town  as  to  deserve 
special  mention.  He  was  the  oldest  son  of  six  chil- 
dren, and  on  account  of  the  death  of  his  father  the 
care  of  a  large  family  rested  upon  him  at  the  early 
age  of  eighteen.  By  his  energy  and  industry  be  paid 
olT  all  claims  on  the  home  farm  and  kept  the  family 
together  until  they  were  of  age  or  married.  In  1816 
he  married  I«phe  P.  Ormsbee.  She  died  Jan.  7, 1840, 
leaving  seven  children.  He  then  married  PamclU 
A.  Allen,  who  survives  him.  .  .  . 

"Mr.  Chaffee  rtiled  well  in  his  own  household,  be- 
lieving in  the  old-fashioned  doctrine  that  children 
should  be  tauglit  to  obey.  Yet  he  secured  good  gov- 
ernment without  resorting  to  hnrahness  or  violence, 
and  these  children  have  borne  for  their  father  an 
affection  and  respect  greater  than  they  can  express. 
Although  a  farmer  all  hia  life,  and  not  having  had 
the  advantages  of  a  school  education,  yet  Mr. 
Chaffee  became  n  self-educated  man,  and  was  always 
thoroughly  conversant  with  the  news  of  the  day. 

"Ilis  general  information,  shrewd  remarks,  and 
quick  sympathies  made  him  a  most  enjoyable 
companion.  Himself,  child,  grandchild,  and  great- 
grandchild— four  generations — have  played  croquet 
together  at  the  old  home.  He  served  in  the  Hassa- 
chuselbtStatel/egiBlaturefour  years.  He  was  invited 
to  serve  on  the  board  of  selectmen  of  his  town,  but 
refused.  He  was  of  commanding  presence,  and  gave 
the  stranger  at  once  the  impression  of  being  a  man  of 
Unusunl  strength  of  body  and  mind.  A  man  of  strong 
convictions,  he  was  regarded  by  all  as  possessing  a 
character  above  reproach." 

His  children  were  Betsey  O.,  who  married  William 
yi.  Armington;  Mary,  married  Samuel  B.  Allen,  is 
now  a  widow;  Jonathan,  now  deputy  sheriff  at  Fall 
River;  Oliver,  subject  of  our  sketch  ;  Cordelia,  mar- 
ried William  Wheeler,  ofTnunlon;  Henrietta  A. 
(deceased],  married  Daniel  D.  Barney;  Elizabeth  F., 
died  in  infancy;  Elpallet  I.,  died  in  infancy;  Lephe 
P.,  married  Joseph  Kobinson,  of  Seekonk;  and  Sarah 
A.,  who  resides  with  her  mother  at  East  Providence 
Centre. 

Oliver  Chaffee  was  reared  a  farmer's  son,  and  had 
only  such  facilities  for  an  education  as  were  afforded 
by  the  schools  of  hia  town. 

Whed  a  young  man  be  taught  school  a  number  of 
semions  during  the  winter  months  in  Seekonk  and 
Itehoboth,  but  spent  hie  summers  on  the  ancestral 
farm,  the  care  of  which  chiefly  devolved  upon  him 
during  il  great  part  of  tbe  time  after  he  arrived  at  his 
majority.  About  1848  he  look  a  position  as  clerk  in 
a  general  grocery-  and  variety-store  of  Louis  Kenyon, 
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where  be  remained  some  two  years,  fie  married, 
June  13, 1848,  Ahby  Maria,  daughter  of  Church  and 
Sully  (Ide)  Gray.  She  was  bom  May  20,  1824. 
They  have  had  seven  children, — C.  Frank,'  now  in 
Rumford  Chemical -Works,  where  be  has  been  em- 
ployed several  years;  Abbio  M.,  married  0.  0.  Balch, 
of  New  Hampshire,  and  resides  in  Boston  ;  Oliver  C, 
Caleb  C,  Fred.  Ide,  J.  Irwin,  graduate  at  Brown 
University,  now  principal  of  Qrove  Avenue  School 
at  Watcbemoket;  Lizzie  O.,  married  R.M.Morrison, 
of  New  Hampshire,  now  resides  in  Boston. 

Mrs.  Chaffee  is  descended  from  Joseph,  brother  of 
Benjamin  Church,  the  warrior.  The  line  is  as  fol- 
lows :  Joseph',  Joseph',  Caleb',  Ebeneier*,  Elizabeth*, 
(she  married  John  Gray,  and  had  son)  Church  Cray*, . 
Mrs.  Chaffee'. 

In  the  fall  of  184S,  Mr.  Chaffee  settled  at  the  place 
where  he  now  resides.  Ue  carried  the  mail  eight 
years  between  East  Providence  and  Providence.  He 
has  done  much  surveying  and  settled  many  estates. 
He  is  esteemed  as  one  of  the  best  citizens  of  his  com- 
munity. He  was  selectman  and  overseer  of  the  poor, 
and  also  juryman  many  times  in  Seekonk  before  that 
part  of  the  town  in  which  he  resides  was  annexed  to 
Rhode  Island.  Since  he  has  been  a  citizen  of  Rhode 
Island  lie  has  been  representative  or  senator  six 
years.  He  is  now  a  member  of  the  Lower  House, 
and  has  been  selectman  many  years.  He  is  now 
judge  of  probate.  Mr,  Chaffee  is  a  most  worthy  rep- 
resentative of  an  ancient  and  honorable  family.* 


VIALL  MBDBBRT. 
Among  the  early  aettlera  of  the  ancient  town  of 
Rehoboth,  Mass.,  was  John'  Medbery,  who  settled 
near  the  boundary  line  between  Behoboth  and  Bar- 
rington.  He  left  four  cbildreu, — John',  Rebecca, 
Ebenezer,and  Thomas.  John'  married  a  MissCnmp, 
and  settled  in  the  southwest  part  of  his  native  town, 
about  one  mile  north  of  Sabin's  Point.  He  was  the 
father  of  seven  children,  who  lived  to  maturity,  viz., 
Nathaniel,  Chloe,  John',  Benjamin,  Sarah,  Nathan, 
and  Josiab.  Of  these,  Nathaniel  married  and  had 
four  children,— Betsy,  William,  Mary  Ann,  and 
Thomas.  Chloe  died  aged  and  unmarried,  Benjamin 
enlisted  in  tbe  United  States  army,  and  was  killed' 
at  battle  of  Rhode  Island.  Sarah  married  Dr.  Fred- 
erick Radliff,  who  was  a  surgeon  in  a  Hessian  regi- 
ment, was  captured  by  United  States  troops,  and 
aderwardH  enlisted  in  United  States  army,  and  never 
returned  to  Germany.  They  had  five  children.  Na- 
than married  Bethiah  Kent,  by  whom  be  had  seven 
children, —  Elizabeth,  Anne,  Hezekiah,  Hannah, 
Humphrey,  Sarah,  and  Bethiah.  Josiah  married 
Ph<Ebe  Rhodes,  by  whom  he  had  eleven  children,  all 
of  whom  lived  to  maturity,  namely,  Esther,  George, 
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Phodbe,  Arnold,  Nicholaa|Thomai|  Boianiiahi  Ljdla, 
Joeiah,  Frederick,  and  Mariah.  ■  Of  all  Iheso  only 
Joeiah  and  Mariah  are  now  liTlng. .  The  mother,  Bi- 
ther,  PhVabe,  Arnold,  Nioholaa,  Boaannah,  I^dil^ 
and  Mariah  were  memben  of  the  BapUat  Gbnreh  at 
8eekonk.     -  i . . .  * . 

John*  was  bom  in  Fiiat  Preoinel  of  Bdioboth  in 
1762,  and  learned  the  oooper'a  trade  in  ProTldenoe, 
R.  I.  Jost  prior  to  the  expiration  of  hia  apprentiee- 
ahip,  however,  he  met  with  an  aoddent  whieh  probably 
changed  to  some  extent  the  tenor  of  hIa  life.  Hia  1^ 
was  broken  by  a  fkll  from  a  fruit-tree,  and  it  was 
many  months  before  he  reoo?ered  stttteiently  to  be 
able  to  walk,  even  with  diffloolty.  As  soon  aa  Jhe  had 
.80  far  recovered  he  enlisted  in  the  Federal  army,  and 
received  a  commission  aa  lieutenant  He  continned  in 
the  service  until  the  close  of  the  war  and  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  United  States  had  been  crtabliahed. 
After  the  close  of  the  war  he  married  Abigail  Yiall,- 
hired  a  small  fkrm,  and  began  hoosekeeping  under 
very  unfavorable  oiroumstances, — ^without  suitable 
tools,  necessary  household  ftamlture,  .or  money  to 
purchase  either.  The'  pay  he  received  for  hia  lenrioes 
in  the  army  was  in  Oontinental  curremqrr  which  at 
that  time  was  so  depredated  in  Talue  aa  to  be  practi* 
cally  worthless;  but  aa  soon  aa  eariy  v^g^ables  were 
ready  for  marketing  he  began  to  receive  some  returns 
for  his  labor,  and  to  purchase  a  fow  of  the  comforts 
and  necessaries  of  life,  which  had  belbie  been  denied 
them.  ..-.'.«:■      •    /. .  .. 

By  close  economy,  persistent  industry,  and  a  deter- 
mined effort  to  succeed,  Mr.  Medbeiy's  buainesB  grad- 
ually grew  more  proapefoua;  .^e  .continued  forming 
and  marketing  his  produoe  till,,  in  the -autumn  of 
1825,  when  at  Oentral  Falla,  near  Pawtucket»  his 
horse  becoming  fHghtened  and  turning  swiftly  around, 
the  wagon  was  upeeti  and  he  was  thrown  violently  to 
the  ground,  receiving  injuries  which  after  some  weeks, 
of  suffering  and  severe  pain  finally  terminated  in  his 
death,  Nov,  2, 1826.  Mr.  Medbery  first  united  with 
the  Baptist  Ohuroh  in  Swanseay  in  which  church  he 
continued  a  member  until  1794,  when  he  obtained  a 
•  letter  of  dismission  to  unite  with  others  and  organise 
a  Baptist  Church  in  Behoboth.  He  attended  all  the 
preliminary  meetings,  and  the  church  was  finally  or- 
ganized Nov.  11,  1794.  Mr.  Medbery  was  chosen 
clerk,  and  served  in  that  capacity  till  Aug.  26, 1822, 
when  he  declined,  and  his  son  Yiall  was  chosen  in 
his  stead.  The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Medbery 
were  ten  in  number, — ^Benjamin,  Samuel  Viall,  Ben- 
jamin, Jesse,  John,  Oharles,  f?a/^,  Allin  Yiall,  Wil- 
liam, and  Fanny.  Of  these,  the  first  Benjamin  was 
drowned  when  five  years  of  age.  Samuel  Yiall  re- 
ceived a  liberal  education,  graduating  from  Brown 
University  in  1805,  studied  physic,  married  Ruth  Y. 
Ohandler,  by  whom  he  had  two  children,  Matthew 
and  Samuel,  and  led  a  seafaring  life,  first  shipping  as 
suigeon,  and  afterwards  going  several  voyages  as 
mate.    When  last  heard  from  he  was  master  of  an 


Engliah  ship  which  sailed  firom  Savannah  for  Liver* 
pool  Just  prior  to  the  war  of  1812.  Benjamin,  the 
third  son,  married  Hannah  Llll^  and  settled  .in  Bar- 
rington,  B.  L,  was  by  occupation  a  fhrmer,  and  waa 
Judge  of  the  Oourt  of  Oommon  Pleas  one  term. 
Their  children  were  named  Elbrige^  Qerry,  Nicholas 
W.,  Abbey,  Oliarlotte,  Amariah,  Benjamin,  Oharles, 
Hannah,  Julia,  and  Bulbs.  He  died  in  Providence^ 
B  L,  in  the  ninetieth  year  of  his  age.  Jesse  (fburth 
son  of  John)  married  Elisabeth  YialL  Their  chil- 
dren were  Patienee,  Thomas  Y.,  Buth  A.,  Charles, 
Oaroline,  Bela^,  Jesse,  Edwin,  and  |!ianra.  John 
(fifih  son  of  John*)  married  Eliaabeth  Allen,  by 
whom  he  had  four  children,— Eliaabeth,  John, 
Amanda,  and  Ftony.  He  was  an  officer  in  the 
militia,' and  Tolunteered  hia  services  under  Oapt. 
Josep!h  Watson  in  a  company  oiganiaed  to  defend  the 
dty  of  New  Bedford  against  the  British  fieet  then 
ornlsing  in  that  vicinity.  He  waa  afterwarda  pro- 
moted to  obtain.  He  removed  to  Pawtucket  and 
died  there.  *  Oharles  (sixth  son  of  John)  was  bom 
1792,  married  Mercy  Allen,  moved  to  Ohio  and 
settled  at  Belpre,  near  Marietta,  and  united  with  a 
Baptist  Ohurch  on  opposite  side  of  the  Ohio  Eiver, 
in  Kentucky.  He  afterwards  removed  to  St.  Mary's, 
near  the  western  boundary  line  of  the  State,  where 
he  resided  till  his  death,  1868.  He  was  a  teacher 
many  years.  He  had  three  children,  two  daughters 
and  one  son. 

'  Allin  Yiall  (eighth  son  of  John)  removed  from  hia 
native  State  to  Marietta,  Ohio,  and  thence  to  St 
Mary's,  Ohio,  when  he  taught  school  several  years, 
;  married,  and  had. one  son.  .He  receiyed  a  commission 
aa  Judge  of  the  Oourt  of  Oommon  Pleas,  and  con- 
\  tinned  in  that  office  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
'  suddenly.  William  (ninth  son  of  John)  died  in  in- 
fkncy,  Fanny  (the  only  daughter  of  John)  married 
John  Ohafibe,  and  removed  to  Penmiylvania,  where 
they  settled  in  the  town  of  Warren,  Bradford  Oo. 
Th^  had  nine  children, — William  Penn,  Abbey, 
Matthew,  Susan,  Francis,  Jesse,  Newman,  Oharles, 
and  George.  Three  of  the  sons  enlisted  in  the  United 
States  service  in  the  war  of  the  Bebellion.  One  of 
.  them  (Oharles)  died  of  illness ;  George  was  captured 
by  the  Oonfederates,  and  confined  in  the  famous  An- 
dersonville  prison,  where  he  suffered  severely  until 
the  close  of  the  war,  when  he  returned  home  reduced 
almost  to  a  skeleton.  He  now  draws  a  pension,  is 
married,  and  lives  in  Nevada.  Matthew,  Jesse,  and 
Newman  are  married,  and  live  in  Iowa.  The  three 
daughters  are  married,  and  live  in  Warren,  Pa.  Wil- 
liam Penn  married  and  died  in  his  native  town,  no 
issue.  VuUl  Medbery  (seventh  son  of  John'),  whose 
portrait  appears  in  connection  with  this  aketch,  waa 
born  in  that  part  of  the  town  of  Rehoboth  now  called 
Seekonk,  April  17, 1795.  When  in  the  third  year  of 
•  his  age  he  met  with  a  severe  accident,  falling  from 
the  upper  chamber  of  a  corn -crib.  When  picked  up 
he  was  thought  to  be  dead,  and  though  he  eventually 


P/^>c/l  o^leJ^f^c.,^ 


8BEK0NE. 


505 


reyivecl,  it  was  many  years  boforo  he  fully  recovered. 
He  resided  with  his  father  till  his  miyority,  with  the 
exception  of  the  time  he  was  employed  in  teaching, 
during  the  winter  months  afler  he  was  eighteen.  He 
generally  commenced  these  sessions  about  the  middle 
of  Noyember,  and  continued  till  the  middle  of  March, 
when  he  would  then  resume  his  farming  until  the 
following  autumn.  This  be  continued  till  his  forty- 
eighth  year. 

In  1819,  Mr.  Medbery,  as  superintendent,  with 
four  teachers,  instituted  the  fint  Sabbath -school  con- 
nected with  the  Ilaptist  Church  of  Beckonk,  and  con- 
tinued its  superintendent  until  October,  1855,  more 
than  thirty-five  years.  In  1837  he  was  chosen  selectman 
and  overseer  of  the  poor,  in  which  office  he  continued 
until  1848.  In  1843  he  was  chosen  to  represent  the 
town  of  Seekonk  in  the  Qeneral  Assembly  of  Massa- 
chusetts, which  trust  he  accepted,  and  was  absent 
from  his  seat  but  one  day  during  the  entire  session. 
In  1850  he  was  again  chosen  selectman  and  overseer 
of  the  poor,  and  served  two  years.  He  also  was  a 
member  of  the  school  committee  of  Seekonk  three 
years.  In  1862  the  present  town  of  East  Providence 
was  set  off  from  Seekonk,  Mass.,  to  Rhode  Island,  and 
Viall  Medbery  was  appointed  by  the  Legislature  of 
Massachusetts  trustee  to  call  a  town-meeting  of  the 
inhabitants  of  what  remained  of  Seekonk,  to  meet  on 
the  1st  day  of  March,  18G2,  to  choose  a  moderator  and 
clerk,  and  all  other  town  oflicers  necessary  for  the 
year  ensuing,  and  to  act  on  any  other  business  that 
might  lawfully  come  before  said  meeting,  and  Mr. 
Medbery  was  authorized  to  preside  in  said  meeting 
until  a  moderator  and  town  clerk  were  chosen.  Upon 
organization  he  was  chosen  moderator,  and  Jonathan 
ChaflcHS  was  chosen  town  clerk.  At  this  same  meet- 
ing he  was  also  chosen  first  selectman,  in  which  ca- 
pacity he  served  one  year  and  then  resigned.  In 
1865  he  was  chosen  treasurer  of  Seekonk,  and  served 
one  year. 

On  Dec.  4,  1820,  Mr.  Medbery  married  Hannah 
Peck,  by  whom  he  had  three  children, — Betsey  Ann, 
born  Nov.  22, 1822 ;  Allin  Viall,  born  Jan.  29, 1825 ; 
and  Andrew  Nelson,  born  Dec.  5,  1827.  Mrs.  Med- 
bery died  Blay  1, 1828,  aged  thirty  years.  Mr.  Med- 
bery married  for  his  second  wife  Lydia  Peck,  June 
18,  1829,  by  whom  he  had  six  children,— Allin  Viall, 
born  Oct.  80,  1830;  Horace  Carpenter,  born  March 
17,  1832;  Matthew  Hale,  born  April  2,  1834;  Han- 
nah Peck,  born  June  20,  1835;  Adeline  Frances, 
born  Nov.  2,  1837 ;  and  John  Allin,  born  Feb.  12, 
1842.  Birs.  Lydia  Medbery  died  Jan.  14,  1861.  Of 
the  above-named  children  Allin  Viall  *  died  Sept.  1, 
1828;  Allin  VialP  died  Oct.  12,  1831 ;  Horace  Car- 
penter died  May  11,  1833;  Adeline  Frances  died 
Feb.  2, 1842;  Betsey  Ann  married  Asa  Chafiee,  Jan- 
uary. 1844,  and  died  May  1,  1844;  Matthew  died 
Mayi  1851. 

John  A,  resided  with  his  parents  till  his  eighteenth 
year,  when  with  his  father's  consent  he  enlisted  in 


the  United  States  army  for  three  years.  He  belonged 
to  a  Rhode  Island  cavalry  regiment,  and  had  many 
hairbreadth  escapes  while  in  the  army.  His  horse 
was  once  shot  under  him.  When  the  war  was  ended 
he  received  his  discharge,  enlisted  in  the  burial  corps 
to  bury  the  dead  who  were  slain  in  the  battle  near 
Winchester,  W.  Va.  While  employed  in  that  service 
he  met  and  formed  the  acquaintance  of  the  lady  who 
is  now  his  wife.  He  now  resides  in  Providence,  R.  I., 
and  is  a  member  of  the  Union  Baptist  Church  of  that 
place. 

Hannah  P.  was  born  blind.  She  received  her  edu- 
cation at  the  asylum  for  the  blind  at  Boston,  Mass. 
She  is  very  intelligent,  and  has  an  extraordinary 
memory.  She  reads  rapidly  (from  raised  letters)  and 
converses  fluently.  She  united  with  the  Baptist 
Church  in  Seekonk  May  27, 1851.  She  is  much  in- 
terested in  all  good  works. 

Mr.  Medbery  married  as  his  third  wife  Mrs.  Han- 
nah Wheeler,  July  18,  1872,  and  they  still  reside  in 
Seekonk.  It  is  a  somewhat  remarkable  fact  that 
since  the  Baptist  Church  was  first  organized  in  See- 
konk the  clerkship  has  passed  from  father  to  son  in 
the  Medbery  family,  and  is  now  filled  by  Andrew  N., 
a  son  of  Viall,  and  has  never  been  out  of  the  family, 
almost  all  of  whom  have  been  members  of  that  par- 
ticular religious  denomination.  It  may  be  proper 
further  to  state  that  Viall  Medbery  has  been  a  promi- 
nent man  in  the  town  of  Seekonk  for  more  than  forty 
years,  and  as  magistrate  and  trial  justice  has  had  be- 
fore him  most  of  the  criminal  business  of  the  town 
for  thirty  years.  It  is  unnecessary  to  comment  on 
the  position  Mr.  Medbery  occupies  in  the  friendship 
and  esteem  of  his  fellow-townsmen,  facts  speak  for 
themselves. 

Andrew  N.  Medbery,  son  of  Viall,  was  bom  Dec. 
5,  1827.  His  health  failing  when  he  was  fourteen 
years  of  age  greatly  interfered  with  his  educational 
pursuits.  In  1847  he  began  teaching  school  in  his 
native  town,  teaching  during  the  winter  months  and 
working  at  farming  during  the  summer  months  until 
1857,  when  his  health  became  so  poor  that  he  relin- 
quished teaching.  In  1852  he  was  chosen  one  of  the 
school  committee  of  Seekonk,  and  has  been  a  member 
of  that  board  most  of  the  time  since. 

In  1869  he  was  chosen  selectman  and  assessor, 
which  office  he  filled  for  years.  In  1879  he  was  chosen 
to  represent  the  Tenth  Bristol  District  in  the  Legis- 
lature. In  1878  h^  was  appointed  trial  justice  for 
Bristol  County.  In  1880  he  was  chosen  town  clerk, 
which  position  he  has  held  three  years.  In  politics 
he  is  a  Republican,  and  in  religious  opinions  a  Bap- 
tist. He  united  with  the  First  Baptist  Church  of 
Seekonk  May,  1853.  In  March,  1854,  he  was  chosen 
clerk  in  lieu  of  his  father,  and  has  held  that  position 
since.  Mr.  Medbery  is  by  occupation  a  merchant  in 
his  native  town.  He  married.  May  30, 1854,  Sarah 
E.  Gregory,  daughter  of  Hon.  John  Gregory,  of 
Bristol,  R.  I. 
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SAMUEL  0.  CASE. 
Samuel  O.  Com,  whose  portrait  appears  on  auotber 
pk|;e,  is  a  self-made  muo  in  more  respects  than  one. 
Although  hiB  aiicestoia  have  for  Bomo  gerieratioiu 
been  residents  of  this  portion  of  New  England,  yet 
he  was  one  of  a  numeroua  family  whose  circum- 
atan(;es  would  nut  permit  of  his  enjoying  the  edu- 
cational and  other  advantages  which  even  the  poorest 
among  us  may  have  now  if  they  will.  He  has  been 
truly  the  architect  of  his  own  fortune.  His  father, 
Oardner  Case,  was  one  of  a  family  of  live  brothers 
and  one  sister,  born  in  the  town  of  Ttelioboth,  where 
he  lived  until  thetimeof  his  death  in  1838,  at  the  ripe 
age  of  eighty'One  yeani.  He  married  Brat,  Elieabelh 
Ford,  by  whom  he  had  five  children,  none  of  whom 
are  ut  present  living.  His  second  wife  was  Mary 
Mason,  by  whom  he  had  eight  children, — Mary, 
James,  Henry,  Almira,  Samuel  0.,  Mehala,  Nathan, 
and  Amanda.  Of  these  only  Bamuel  0.,  Nathan,  and 
Amanda  are  now  living.  By  occupation  Mr.  Case  was 
a  farmer  and  merchant.  Ue  was  a  member  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  and  in  political  faitli  a  Whig. 

Samuil  0.  Que  was  born  Dec.  25,  1807.  He  had 
but  limited  educational  facilities,  attending  only 
the  winter  terms  of  school,  and  working  on  the  farm 
in  summer.  His  elder  brother  being  a  cripple, 
the  duties  of  the  farm  devolved  largely  upon  him, 
and  lie  was  early  taught  that  independence  and  self- 
reliance  which  has  since  contributed  much  to  his  suc- 
cess in  life.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  he  learned  the 
mason's  trade,  serving  an  apprenticeship  of  three 
years.  About  this  time  there  came  a  period  of  great 
financial  depression  throughout  the  country,  and  there 
was  consequently  very  little  building  being  done,  so 
Mr.  Case  went  to  work  on  the  farm  at  eight  dollars 
per  month.  Soon  after  this,  however,  he  went  to  New 
Bedford  and  began  work  at  his  trade,  receiving  as 
journeyman  mason  from  seventy-five  cents  to  one  dol- 
lar per  day.  At  the  expiration  of  two  years  he  went 
to  Taunton,  where  he  rec«ive(l  an  increase  of  pay. 
getting  fi, 25  per  day;  he  remainud  at  Taunton  two 
years.  Then  in  1837  be  helped  build  Dyer's  factory, 
ailer  walking  from  his  home  there,  a  distance  of  four- 
teen miles,  and  then  doing  a  day's  work.  After  this 
he  removed  to  Seekonk  and  obtained  employnieui 
Boston  and  Providence  Railroad,  building  bridges, 
culverts,  etc.,  and  doing  general  masonry,  and  part  of 
the  time  hnd  the  care  of  the  truck.  After  this  he 
began  contracting  and  working  generally  at  his  trade 
throughout  the  country.  In  the  menu  time,  in  1840, 
he  opened  a  store  at  Kent's  Mills  (now  called  Leba- 
non), which  he  continued  three  years,  and  since  thai 
time  has  been  variously  engaged  in  farming,  merchan- 
dising, etc,,  but  always  continuing  to  work  at  his 
trade  whatever  other  interests  be  might  have. 

He  has  had  charge  of  Hunt's,  Carpenter's,  and 
"The  Old  Town"  Cemeteries  seventeen  years.  Ue 
holds  the  office  of  road  surveyor  in  District  No.  1  in 
the  town  where  he  resides  (East  Providence),  and 


held  the  same  office  once  before,  a  term  of  two  years. 
He  was  formerly  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
Lut  is  now  a  Congregational  ist. 

On  Dec.  1, 1833,  he  married  Sarah  Hicks,  daughter 
of  Nathan  Hicks,  of  Rehoboth.  8be  was  born  May 
1,  1808.  They  have  five  children,— Samuel  0.,  Jr., 
Sarah  H.,  Nathan  H.,  Jane  M.,  and  James  G.,  uU  of 
whom  are  still  living.  Samuel  0.,  Jr.,  married  Har- 
riet E.  Cooper,  and  has  three  children.  He  is  a  mer- 
chant in  Lebanon,  and  an  active,  enterprising  business 
man.  Barah  married  Nelson  W.  Britton,  and  has 
four  children.  Jane  married  Henry  Bourn,  and  rft- 
sides  in  Pawtucket.  They  have  three  children. 
James  married,  first,  Emma  Estes,  by  whom  he  had 
one  child,  and  second,  Helen  Brown,  of  Seekonk,  by 
whom  he  has  two  children.  Nathan  still  resides  nt 
the  old  homestead  with  his  father,  and  is  unmarried. 

Mr.  Cose  has  battled  with  the  world  three-quarters 
of  a  century,  and  during  that  long  period  of  time  has 
been  an  industrious,  persevering,  honest,  successful 
man,  and  is  to-day  active,  well  preserved,  and  in  full 
possession  of  his  faculties.  He  is  a  man  respected 
and  reverenced  by  all  who  know  him  for  his  many 
noble  traits  of  character,  his  honesty  of  purpose,  and 
his  sterling  worth.  He  is  one  of  Seekonk'a  moat  , 
honored  and  respected  citizens,  and  may  he  long  live  j 
to  enjoy  the  prosperity  be  has  so  nobly  won. 
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In  1543  a  company  was  formed  at  Weymouth, 
Mass.,  consisting  of  Rev.  Samuel  Newman  and  a 
large  part  of  his  congregation,  for  the  purpose  of 
establishing  a  new  settlement  in  this  vicinity.  They 
purchased  u  large  tract  of  laud  of  the  siichcm  of 
Pokanoket,  including  what  is  now  Rehoboth,  See- 
konk, Pawtucket,  East  Providence,  and  a  part  of 
Swansea,  then  known  by  the  name  of  Wunnamoisett; 
and  in  the  spring  of  1614  removed  to  a  place  then 
called  by  the  Indians  Scacuuke,  and  commenced 
thfir  settlement  around  the  Great  Plain.  This  was 
the  Rehoboth  purchase.  Here  the  inhabitantJi  con- 
tinued, with  many  additions  to  their  number,  as  an 
independent  settlement  until  June 4, 1645,  when  they 
wereadopted  into  thejurisdiction  of  Ply  mouth  Colony, 
to  whose  territory  it  belonged,  and  were  incorporated 
as  a  township  by  the  scriptural  name  of  Rehoboth. 

This  was  then  a  wilderness,  and  there  was  no  other 
settlement  in  the  vicinity.  The  nearest  was  the  new 
settlement  at  Cuhannet,  Taunton,  wbicli  was  about 
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twelve  miles  distant.  The  Rehoboth  plantation  pros- 
pered and  continued  to  receive  accessions  from  new 
emign^nts,  and  also  from  the  settlements  near  Ply- 
moatli,  from  Duxbury,  Marshfield,  and  Scituate, 
and  some  from  Boston,  Dorchester,  Boxbury,  Hing- 
ham,  Dedham,  and  some  more  emigrants  from  Wey- 
mouth, the  former  residence  of  the  original  settlers. 
It  was  deemed  a  fiivorable  location,  as  it  was  situated 
on  the  bonlers  of  the  Narragansett  Bay. 

During  the  first  seventeen  years  after  the  settle- 
ment of  the  town  there  was  remaining  a  large  tract 
of  land  belonging  to  the  Indians  lying  directly  on 
the  north  of  that  town,  and  between  its  north  line 
and  south  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  line,  contain- 
ing an  area  sufficient  for  two  large  townships.  The 
l)eople  of  Rehoboth  employed  Capt.  Thomas  Wil- 
Ictt,  who  was  a  skillful  negotiator  and  on  intimate 
friendly  terms  with  the  Indians,  to  purchase  this  tract 
of  land  for  them.  Accordingly,  witli  the  consent  of 
the  government,  he. purchased  it  of  Wnmsutta,  the 
oldest  son  of  Blassasoit,  the  steadfast  friend  of  the 
English.  He  lived  only  about  a  year  afler  this.  The 
title  to  Indian  lands  was  held  to  be  in  the  sachem  of 
the  tribe.  There  appeared  to  be  no  individual  owner- 
ship in  the  soil.  He  was  originally,  as  already  stated, 
called  Mooanam.  Afler  the  death  of  his  father  he 
changed  his  name,  according  to  Indian  custom,  to 
Wamsutta,  and  he  was  the  reigning  sachem,  and  the 
purchase  was  made  from  him.  His  wife's  name  was 
Namumpum.  He  was  succeeded  by  the  celebrated 
King  Philip,  his  younger  brother.  The  title  was  held 
by  Capt.  Willett  in  his  own  name  from  April  8,  16G1, 
till  April  10,  1G66,  when  he  assigned  his  title  to  the 
Plymouth  government;  and  on  the  same  day  the 
agents  of  the  colony  confirmed  the  conveyance  to  the 
purchasers.  This  was  in  the  form  of  a  deed,  and  was 
intendefl  as  a  confirmation  and  consent  of  the  govern- 
ment, the  law  (»f  the  colony  prohibiting  any  purchase 
of  lands  from  the  Indians  without  the  consent  of  gov- 
ernment. The  i^roprietors  did  not  make  any  perma- 
nent division  of  their  lands  till  the  18th  March,  1668 
-69,  when  a  regular  division  of  fifty  acres  to  a  share 
was  made,  and  lots  drawn  for  the  same  by  each  pur- 
chaser or  owner  of  shares.  The  number  of  the  share- 
holders had  been  increased  by  the  addition  of  several 
from  Swansea  and  other  places  to  ninety  individuals. 
The  original  purchase  was  limited  to  such  inhabi- 
tants as  held  then  a  fifly-pound  estate  and  upwards ; 
but  soon  became  a  distinct  body  from  the  general  set- 
tlers of  the  town,  including  new  purchasers  and  the 
heirs  of  those  who  had  deceased.  They  held  separate 
meetings  and  kept  separate!  books  of  records  and  titles 
relating  to  these  lands.  The  original  purchasers,  and 
those  to  whom  they  sold  shares  from  time  to  time, 
and  the  heirs  of  those  purchasers  who  had  died,  then 
constituted  the  shareholders  of  the  Rehoboth  North 
Purchase.  Any  new  comers  who  wished  to  own  land 
within  this  purchase  might  buy  of  those  who  had 
lands  laid  oat  to  them,  or  rights  to  lay  out  under  di- 


visions already  granted,  or  undivided  shares  from  any 
proprietors  willing  to  sell.  Private  titles  were  ac- 
quired in  this  way :  lands  laid  out  by  a  surveyor  and 
a  com  mi  tee  appointed  for  the  purpose  at  a  meeting  of 
the  company,  and  the  "  lay  out^  returned  to  the  block 
of  the  proprietors  and  recorded  by  him  in  the  books 
of  the  company,  constituted  a  valid  title  to  such 
lands. 

In  1661,  Capt.  Thomas  Willet  was  employed  by 
people  of  that  town  to  make  a  purchase  of  a  new 
tract  of  land  in  their  behalf,  having  been  first  author- 
ized and  empowered  by  the  court  for  that  purpose. 
He  accordingly  purchased  of  Wamsutta^  a  certain 
tract  of  land  situated  north  of  the  town  of  Rehoboth, 
which  was  called  the  Rehoboth  North  Purchase.  It 
was  bounded  west  by  Pawtucket  River,  now  the  Black- 
stone,  north  by  the  Massachusetts  Colony  or  the  bay 
line  (so  called),  east  by  territory  which  was  afterwards 
the  Taunton  North  Purchase,  now  Mansfield,  Norton, 
and  Easton,  and  south  by  the  ancient  Rehoboth,  now 
Rehoboth,  Seekonk,  and  Pawtucket,  and  East  Provi- 
dence. This  purchase  included  Attleborough,  Cum- 
berland, R.  I.,  and  a  tract  of  a  mile  and  a  half  in 
width,  extending  east  and  west  (which  was  an- 
nexed to  Rehoboth  as  an  enlargement),  and  a  part  of 
Wrentham  and  Foxborough,  as  the  line  then  ran. 
This  purchase  was  afterwards,  viz.,  April  10,  1666, 
granted  and  confirmed  by  the  Plymouth  government 
to  the  Rehoboth  purchasers. 

Pocanoket  or  Pawkunnawket  is  a  name  applied  to 
the  tribal  dominion  of  Massasoit,  whose  personal  tribe 
was  the  Wampanoags,  his  general  authority  extending 
over  various  other  tribes  in  Plymouth  Colony,  whose 
dominion  descended  through  Wamsutta  to  King 
Philip.  It  was  said  that  previous  to  1612,  before  the 
arrival  of  the  Pilgrims,  and  before  the  great  pestilence 
which  swept  away  so  many  of  the  natives,  Massasoit 
could  number  four  thousand  warriors. 

**  Onc«  Piiwknnnawket*!  wurrlori  tlood 
Thick  M  the  oolnmrai  of  tho  wood ; 
On  thorM  and  Mm  nnoonqn«r«d  men 
Called  MmmmoU  father,  Uien.** 

This  region  was  then  the  domain  of  the  good  Massa- 
soit, the  fast  friend  of  the  English.  It  was  inherited 
by  his  son,  Wamsutta,  and  from  him  by  his  brother, 
Metacomet,  or  King  Philip.  How  long  in  the  ages 
of  the  past  this  fair  domain  had  been  in  the  possession 
of  the  natives  the  records  of  time  have  never  revealed. 
But  their  hour  had  now  come,  and  it  was  destined  to 
pass  from  their  hands  to  another  and  higher  race. 
They  were  doomed  to  extinction.  According  to  the 
inevitable  law  of  Providence,  when  brought  into  con- 


1  Sachem  of  Pokanoket,  originally  called  Mooanam,  aflerwarda  Alex- 
ander, the  elder  brother  of  King  PhUlp,  and  eon  of  Maenaoit.  He  died 
In  the  rammer  of  1668.  HIa  wife's  name  waa  Namnmpam.— 5m  DroAe'f 
**  JndUm  Btofrapkp:* 

*  It  was  gtomt  and  aaslgned  to  Rehoboth  bj  the  agents  of  the  oonrt  of 
Plymouth,  who  were  appointed  to  oonvej  the  North  Porchaae  to  the 
proprietoia,  and  afterwards,  In  1710,  restored  to  AtUeboroagh  by  Uie 
Leglslatnrs  of  Massachnsptts. 
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flict,  the  inferior  must  yield  t«  the  auperior 
After  Pliilip'a  war  u  feeble  and  spiritless  remnant 
lingered  around  their  former  abodea  for  a  short  time 
in  a  degraded  condition,  and  then  vanished  forever. 


TbX  hen  llii  nd  mtn  one*  litd  i*aj." 

The  following  copy  of  tlie  Indian  deed,  which  is 
the  foundation  and  original  title  fi  our  wholo  terri- 
tory, is  taken  from  the  Old  Colony  Records : 


IMI,  of  M 
tht  t»UD. 
called  Wt 


Id  OilrfjUu  TUoiDH  Wil- 


ponlaaoriindfsr 


clghlh  daj'  u(  April  tu 


iIeu  rontsr.    WIlDHi 


uidtr  chiaf  Suliani  af  roouukMI.  nccocdliig  udIo  llii  b 
•  upnaed.  WIIL  bII  abd  ■iDgular  Iha  banallti.  |irlTll<|;«.  an 
iUai  thsnuutaapiiarlidDlui.  duU  Kr.  Tbuuai  Prtnc*.  II«J<tr 
■low,  Capk  Tfaojnaa  aaulbwDiIh.  and  Ur.  ConriaDt  Sgntliwai 
MUir  ur  lbs  OoloDjr  or  Haw  PljuDutb,    Id  vlinai  wlian 


The  following  is  the  grant  or  deed  of  the  govem- 


,r  Plym. 


«Pl,d.c 


la  praprialota  gf  (La  I 


lauAa  Ij'lDf  and  bains  Q"  <>>•  »°'*li  'Ida  vt  llial  lawn  ot  ItelKilwtli 
baaBdwl  ai  rollonth,  (rli.)  bj  a  RlKroDnivouly  oillad  Patiidkat  livar 

til*  aarlbariy  ilda  bj  Itaa  aald  Ud*  udUI  It  ergia  thi  old  iHd  tuw.cdi 

k  mllB  and  a  Uair  oul,  aud  rrDm  thaoca  bj  m  dlrrd  Una  to  ll.a  uoRta 


i1h(i- 

Julm  l-Mtli 

Oonau 

UlEbU 

ib|u 

Tin  Hri  r4  «/ 

Jul.  a  BouWaC 

U.KOIK. 

N0T>. 

II  WH  .Ik  airaxJ 

Inrart  ll.a  alfi 

ng  aud  an. 

i.R  "( 

III  It 

ti-<!.l 

»ldiHcuub.*r:la 

Diaa  wboi 

....1 

.a«l  hx  CapL  ivi; 

■II,  llwtaeBi*  D 

aai  prgp«™ 

nut 

la  aald  Capt.  Wlllall  ud  111 

tx-  up>n,  aboiad  U  «I  BUI  fur  It.. 

>»  at  ll.a 

mllaiMi 

Tl.la  Oevi  U  ranirda-l  according  Is  oidtr  If  un.  (iiitliauld  UonoB, 
ScsiBlarjr  to  Iha  Onutl  ur  Ni»  PlymuuUi. 

Til*  DlrldHid  of  tAuda  aurallad 
Futlu  »1T. 

The  following  order  relating  to  this  mhject  waa 
passed  by  the  Court  of  Plymouth : 

Nan  PLtauimi  Oelulnr  td  100$. 
Wuiiiui  IbaOuun.  bailnii  fonntrl}  im|wwand  Ua|il,Tlu>Iiuu  Wll- 

BabuUHl.  luwarda  Iha  Da;  Lln>,  lb*  wblch  b*  lAlb  dun*,  and  la  uul  ut 
pur.a  Hina  eunajdaiabla  auin  of  munajr  ft.r  ll.a  laus,  ll.la  Ou.irl  bai* 

■ud  Ur.  Osutlant  SuuUiwwtli,  Id  Iraal  wllh  Capl.  Wlllat  eouetnlMC  tb* 
Bild  iiundu**,  and  lur*  lupoworad  lb*  aUii*  uannl  OungilUaa  la  b.ka 
□ellca  or  wliat  bath  bwii  puRhaanl  by  l.lm,  aiid  wbat  danli  111  halb, 
and  wbat  Ilia  dlaburnuaDI*  Itavabeon  fur  Ibvaun*;  and  bav*  alao  Ipt- 
puwarnt  liiam  tu  HtUs  Qpoq  lilm  iqcb  a  pixifairlluii  of  Ilia  aald  lauila  ad 


Capt.  Thomas  Willktt. — Some  notice  of  Cnpt. 
Thomas  Willett,  who  stands  at  the  head  of  our  list 
of  proprietors,  and  whose  life  deserves  to  be  belter 
known,  will  not  be  deemed  inappropriate.  Uis  his- 
tory doGfi  not  eKclusivoly  belong  to  this  town,  hut  as 
he  took  80  active  aud  iuiportanta  part  in  the  original 
purchase  and  settlement  of  this  and  the  neighboring 
towns,  a  brief  sketch  of  his  life  seems  to  be  deinuudod 
by  the  interest  which  our  clLiEens  muxt  fetil  iu  his 
character. 

Cnpt.  Willett  was  one  of  the  Inst  of  the  Lcyden 
compnny,  and  came  here  about  1030.  He  was  a  very 
young  inun  when  he  arrived  iu  this  country.    He  was 


ATTLEBOROUGH. 


509 


a  merchant  by  profemion,  and  in  his  travels  had  be- 
come acquainted  with  the  Pilgrims  in  Leyden,  and 
had  probably  spent  much  of  his  time  with  them  in 
Holland  previous  to  their  emigration  to  this  country. 
He  at  first  resided  in  Plymouth,  and  soon  became  a 
useful  and  distinguished  man  in  the  colony. 

Soon  after  his  arrival  in  1680,  though,  as  already 
observed,  a  young  man,  he  was  sent  by  the  company 
of  Plymouth,  who  had  established  a  trading-house  at 
Kennebeck,  to  superintend  their  business  as  agent. 
While  he  was  residing  there  (Governor  Winthrop 
relates  of  him  the  following  curious  anecdote : 

"  At  Kennebeck,  the  Indians  wanting  food,  and 
tliere  being  store  in  the  Plymouth  trading-house,  they 
conspired  to  kill  the  English  there  for  their  provi- 
sions ;  and  some  Indians  coming  into  the  house,  Mr. 
Wlllett,  the  master  of  the  house,  being  reading  the 
Bible,  his  countenance  was  more  solemn  than  at 
other  times,  so  as  he  did  not  look  cheerfully  upon 
them  as  he  wns  wont  to  do;  whereupon  they  went 
out  and  told  their  fellows  that  their  purpose  was  dis- 
covered. They  asked  them  how  it  could  be.  The 
others  told  them  that  they  knew  it  by  Mr.  Willett's 
countenance,  and  that  he  had  discovered  it  by  a  book 
that  he  was  reading.  Whereupon  they  gave  over 
Uieir  design."—!  Win.  Jour.,  i.  322.) 

In  1G47  he  l)ci*amo  the  successor  of  Miles  Stnndisli 
in  the  command  of  the  famous  military  company  at 
Plymouth.* 

He  was,  in  1661,  elected  an  assistant  of  the  (Gov- 
ernor, and  was  annually  continued  in  that  ofBce  till 
1665,  when  other  duties  obliged  him  to  decline,  and 
James  Brown,  of  Swansea,  was  chosen  his  successor. 
At  this  time  he  was  selected  by  the  Plymouth  Court, 
agreeably  to  the  request  of  His  Majesty's  commis- 
sioners, to  attend  them  at  New  York  (which  had  just 
been  surrendered  by  the  Dutch),  for  the  purpose  of 
assisting  them  In  organizing  the  new  government. 

It  Is  mentioned  by  Davis,  in  a  note  to  his  edition 
of  Morton's  Memorial,  that  "  Col.  Nichols  (one  of  the 
commissioners),  In  a  letter  to  Governor  Prince,  writ- 
ten from  New  York  the  spring  ader  the  reduction 
of  the  Dutch  settlements,  requests  that  Capt.  Wlllett 
may  have  such  a  dispensation  from  his  official  en- 
gngements  In  Plymouth  Colony  as  to  be  at  liberty  to 
assist  In  modeling  and  reducing  the  aflairs  in  this 
settlement  Into  good  English.  He  remarks  that  Mr. 
Wlllett  was  more  acquainted  with  the  manners  and 
customs  of  the  Dutch  than  any  gentleman  in  the 
country,  and  that  his  conversation  was  very  accept- 
able to  tliem." 

He  executed  his  duties  here  to  the  entire  satisfac- 
tion of  all  concerned ;  his  services  were  so  highly  ap- 
preciated, and  he  rendered  himself  so  popular  with 


I  **  Mareh  7, 1S47.  Tlie  military  compnny  of  New  Plymouth,  having 
accordlnx  to  order  proiwiaod  unto  the  coart  two  men  for  every  eepedal 
office  of  tbeir  Uuid,  the  court  do  allow  and  approve  of  Capt.  Thomaa  Wll> 
left  for  captain,  Mr.  Thomaa  Soiithworth  for  lleatenant,  Mr.  William 
Bradford  for  anelcn.**— OM  Cot.  J7«e. 


the  people,  that  afler  the  organization  of  the  govern- 
ment he  was  chosen  the  first  English  mayor  of  the 
city  of  New  York.  He  was  elected  the  second  time 
to  the  same  oflSce.  '*  But"  (as  Mr.  Baylies,  the  his- 
torian of  Plymouth  Colony,  has  justly  remarked) 
"  even  the  first  of  city  distinctions  conferred  by  that 
proud  metropolis  did  not  impart  more  real  honor  to 
his  character  than  the  address  and  good  feeling  mani- 
fested by  him  In  effecting  the  peaceable  settlement 
of  the  humble  town  of  Swansea." 

The  Dutch  had  so  much  confidence  In  his  integrity 
that  he  was  chosen  by  them  the  umpire  to  determine 
the  disputed  boundary  between  New  York  and  New 
Haven. 

He  was  also  for  a  number  of  years  one  of  the  com- 
missioners or  delegates  of  the  united  colonies. 

Soon  after  the  settlement  of  Behoboth,  Capt  Wll- 
lett removed  to  Wannamolsett,  now  a  part  of  Swan- 
sea, where  he  resided  during  most  of  the  remainder 
of  his  life.  A  grant  of  the  greater  part  of  that  town- 
ship (Swansea)  was  made  to  him  and  others.  With 
him  was  associated  Mr.  Myles,  the  first  Baptist  min- 
ister in  New  England,  and  these  two  are  justly  es- 
teemed the  founders  of  Swansea.  The  manner  in 
which  they  conducted  the  settlement  of  that  planta- 
tion was  just  and  honorable,  and  reflects  much  credit 
on  the  chnrncter  of  both. 

Ciipt.  Wlllett  always  cultivated  a  friendly  inter- 
course with  the  Indians,  and  gained  their  confidence 
and  good-will.  Hence  he  was  generally  employed  by 
the  colony  in  the  purchase  of  lands  from  the  native 
chiefs.' 

The  following  order  relating  to  him  was  passed  by 
the  Plymouth  Court : 

"  March,  1665-66.  In  reference  to  an  order  of  Court 
bearing  date  the  third  day  of  October,  1665,  wherein 
our  Honored  Qovernor  Maj.  Winslow,  Capt  South- 
worth,  and  Mr.  Constant  Southworth  were  appointed 
to  be  a  committee  in  reference  to  a  certain  tract  of 
land  purchased  by  Capt.  Willett  on  the  north  side  of 
Itehoboth,  which  said  order  empowereth  the  said 
committee  to  dispose  and  settle  a  proportion  of  the 
said  lands  on  the  said  Capt  Willett  as  they  shall 
think  meet,  and  the  Court  do  therefore  settle  and 
confirm  unto  him  four  or  five  hundred  acres  of  the 
said  lands,  to  be  laid  out  for  him  on  the  easterly  side 
or  end  of  the  said  lands,  to  him  and  his  heirs  for- 
ever.* 

Rehoboth  also  voted  him  a  gratuity  for  his  ser- 
vices to  that  town.  "21st  12th  mo.  1660.  In  town 
meeting  It  was  voted  that  Mr.  Willett  should  have 

*  He  waa  the  original  parchaaer  of  the  Rehohoth  North  Purchaae  (At- 
tleborough  and  Oamberland),  Taunton  North  Purchaae  (Norton,  Mane* 
fleid,  and  Eaaton),  and  many  other  tracta  of  land  in  the  Tldnlty. 

>  Thia  fcrant  wne  laid  out  to  him  and  recorded  In  the  Behoboth  North 
Furohaae  hooka.  It  lleA  on  the  SeTen-MlIe  River,  and  has  always  borne 
the  name  of  Wilfett'e  rarm.  In  1720  It  waa  divided  Into  two  parte  be. 
tween  Oapt  Samuel  Tyler  and  Joyce  Newell,  widow  of  Jacob  Newell. 
Thie  farm  was  originally  laid  out  with  great  regularity,  In  parallel 
lines,  and  its  subsequent  diTlsions  hare  been  preaerTed  in  good  shape. 
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liberty  to  Ube  up  five  hundred  or  six  hondred  acres 
of  knd  northward  or  e&stward  beyoad  the  bounds  of 
our  town,  where  he  Hhnll  think  it  moat  convenient  to 
himseir." 

Capt.  Willelt  married  Mary  Brown  (who  was  the 
daughter  of  Mr.  John  Brown  the  lat)  at  Plymouth, 
6th  July,  1636,  by  whom  he  had  several  children: 
Thomas ;  Hester,  born  6th  July,  1647 ;  Rebecca,  died 
2d  April,  1652;  James,  born  Nov.  24, 1649;  Andrew; 
Samuel ;  Hezekiah,  who  died  26th  July.  1661 ;  Heze- 
kiah  [2d),  born  J6th  Nov.  1662,  etc. 

His  son,  James,  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
Lieut.  Peter  Hunt,  of  Rehoboth,  17lh  April.  1678; 
Hezekiah  (2d)  married  Aona,  daughter  of  Mr.  John 
Brown  (2d),  of  Rehoboth,  TLh  Jan.  1676,  and  waa 
killed  aoou  after  by  the  Indians  in  Philip's  war. 
John  SaOin,  who  had  resided  in  Scituate  and  Swanaeii, 
married  a  daughter  of  Capt.  Willett,  and  aettled  in 
Bristol,  R,  I.,  and  Samuel  Hooker,'  of  Furmington, 
Conn.,  married  another  daughter. 

Beveral  of  his  descendant  have  become  distin- 
guished in  the  history  of  the  country.  His  grandsou, 
Francis,  was  a  prominent  man  in  Rhode  Island  col- 
ony. Another  descendant,'  bis  great-grandson.  Col. 
Uarinus  Willett  (lately  deceased),  served  with  dis' 
tinguished  honor  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  hud 
also  been  mayor  of  New  York  Oity.  Memoirs  of  his 
life  have  been  published  by  his  son,  William  M.  Wil- 
lett. 

Afler  a  residence  of  a  few  years  in  New  York  he 
returned  lo  his  seat  in  Swansea,  whore,  after  a  life  of 
distinguished  usefulness,  be  died  4th  of  August,  1674, 
at  the  age  of  sixty-three.  He  was  buried  at  the  head 
of  Bullock's  Cove  (in  what  is  now  Scekonk),  where  a 
rough  stone  is  erected  to  his  memory,  contikiuiiig  a 
brief  and  rndely-carved  inscription  (whicli  is  now 
legible)  as  follows: 


His  wife  Mary  is  buried  by  hia  aide.  She  died 
about  166'.). 

Thus  the  first  English  mayor  of  the  Brst  cnmmcr- 
cial  metropolis  in  America  lies  buried  on  n  louuly  iiiul 
barren  heath  in  (he  humble  town  of  Seekonk,  ul  a. 
place  seldom  visited  by  the  funlJitei)s  of  man,  witli 
naught  but  the  rudeat  monument  to  mark  the  spot. 

The  farm  which  he  laid  out  in  this  town,  at  High 
Squisait,  and  agreeable  to  the  reservation  in  the  deed, 
conuiated  of  about  6ve  hundred  ncrcs  (beaides  his 
meadow  and  several  other  lots),  and  was  situated  on 
both  aides  of  the  Seven-Mile  River,  beginning  near 
Newell's  tavern. 

His  share  in  the  Rehoboth  North  Purchase  was 
sold  by  his  son,  Capt.  Andrew  Willett,  to  John  Wil- 
kinson (the  IsL),  of  Attleborough. 


<  BijUm'  MwdoIii  of  Pl/nsulh  IMobj. 


The  following  introduction  is  entered  in  the  first 
book  of  records  of  the  Rehoboth  Nortli  Purchase  : 


Tuwui  ol  B>bol>i>Ui-af  Hf.TIhubuIMbc*,  IC*iuln,  M^ut  JhIiIi  WIuc 
Ww,  0>|iulii  ThuDU  Soulliwonh  A(*uu  ul  Uia  Ouianimtul  uf  Mt« 
Pljrmudlh.  th*  liuuniligr  >h*  uiU  lnuih  lu»j  apiwulac  b;  aDHd  orial* 

llw  Mulli  of  April  IWW.  wlilcli  dHj  lulli  Iwa  KiiuIltJ  u  [!.■  OiMit  id 
Haw  IMrmautli  uCBiiJluE  Is  grdar  «r  Cuun.    TU>  bguiida  of  Ui*  uld 


I 


ukt-iini,  nod  »i>  um 

of  UwUio  lUor 

■aliuulii  lud  Iba 

™  U>*  Wart  pliUu* 

,  »|J  Ilx  SuulU  a 

mm  ]  and  nnr  ac 

»B™..«l.«Bgp> 

.■^ir;aDail.tn 

■cm  or  UuOuw  t 

i 


DharcnJ  aUit  IMid  Ui 
it-m.    TUI  U.a  c 


oliu  Allan,  Buu.,  1  iluin. 


■rmtr  inK*"[o  U,  a.|uallf  itMMt  hi 
irauc*  Ig  Uia  \jttan  aiprawd  rKM 
h.l  Silly  anJSli. 

nil  tl.'lr  IU(hla  Ig  ll.a  lalJ  l4>udt  ba. 
■ualniiliallnj)  lUal  uti  Lara  alpraaail 

wuhlauwu). 
Mr  Jgliii  U:rlaa,  I  ilura. 
WIIIUu  Can-Btat,  1  .1..™. 

K<i.lsu  Hcnari'ftullll,  1  (bun. 

WIIIInniBHekiaM.labara, 
JiiM|,L  Buck  laud,  I  (liira. 


:iiuiu.a    liUiil>n»k>'a    i^    ihara  Jidm  UaB.la,  Si'ii..  I  tl.an. 

(Luuihl  at  BuKar  Anidgwii*).  Julin  IUicIe,  Jud.,  I  •!•■» 

rk»iHai  Wlllwgl, «  Diara  (uiia  lia  Nldiulai  Puck*,  1  ikara. 

lwu||lilurJo.(^iDiilar«u><uui  iaiuitMU>,    llumnli,   au 
ut  III*  uwu).  WliieliMttr,  I  ilian ;  ll 

huiiiHn  Utma,  1  iil>i<n<,  tu  Imiilvl  MiriwtiLnn. 


I  limn  (llib     JvimlUu 


lllaw  Kuban,  I  •tmr 


JuliuOruubji.  laliare. 

OauTSa  Krwlrleka,  1  aliare 

liM»nlNu<li..l.h.ra. 

Bli'|>1<iD  tllna,  laa..  1  ilwn. 

Jghu  DviRcll,  1  ilAra. 

BuIhH  Jaiiaa,  1  ilura. 

Jubn  Xllch. )  d.ara. 

CibMllaliUooisu.lilian. 

UlcU-Tdllgwo...  Jill..,  1.1,. 

Jgl.o  I'ack^  1  .hui. 

Klluibtlli  Uullucka,  1  ■l.nn 

J>iii»  KtOaway,  1  ihara. 

Jg|,B  tUllar,  Jun..  1  ahara. 

aunual  GanwuliT,  1  •h»M. 

R«l.rt  Vull^r.  1  dlara. 

Jglil.  Tlltu,  2  (liiru  |aii>  ILal 

h«     BMUn  Whuiun,  1  .Uan. 

t».IKhl    -f    1.1a     niuthar-l,,-! 

w.     li,l.r  Il.lt,  l.h«,„. 

nflordati  u>  thv  In  J 
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JokB  Miner,  flen^  1  duur*. 
Jarat  lagtrnhMii,  1  thanii. 
John  KlB|[ri«y,  1  •hare. 
QUhort  Brookes,  1  ihare. 
ThomM  Reade,!  ehare. 
Tlio—ie  Ormot,  ^  iliare. 
JofMthon  Fnller,  1  ihare. 


Robert  Miller,  1  ehare. 
Nathaniel  Paine,  1  share  (H  »'  1^ 

he  bonght  of  Rlelianl    llowen. 

Sen.,  and  the  other  of  Jeremiah 

Wlioaton). 
Joanna   Ide,   of    New    Norwich, 

halfe  a  share. 


Gillsoii,  1  share  (bonglit  of    John  Sarage,  \^  share. 


flanael  Saben). 
Sanvel  Lather,  1  share  (this  share 

■old  to  Mr.  Philip,  fifarfre). 
HMiolas  Tanner,  1  share. 
John  Allen,  Jan.,  I  share. 
Prsoerred  Abell,  1  share. 
Francis  Stephens,  I  share. 
NIdiolat  Ide,  1  share. 
Richard  Whittaker,  1  share. 
Nathaniel  Pecke,  1  share. 
Israel  Pecke,  1  share. 


lliomas  Ormsby,  \^  share  (bought 

of  Richard  llowen,  Ben.). 
Jacob  Ormsby,  |.^  share  (that  was 

his  mother's). 
John  PoUey,  I  thara  (that  he  had 

of  hit  ihther,  Jon.  Bosworth). 
WlllUm    Allen,   of   Prudent*',   I 

share  he  bought  of  Nathaniel 

Paine. 
John  LoTell,  1  share. 
Eldad  Kinsley,  1  share. 


Jonah  Palmer,  1  »hare. 

The  aforesaid  list  snd  ttie  preface  to  It  was  unirersally  agreed  upon 
at  a  meeting  of  the  purchasers.  May  28, 1872,  to  be  entered  into  tbe 
Booke  of  Records  fur  the  North  Purchased  Lands. 

This  was  attssted  to  by  me,  William  Oabfintek,  Jr., 

Ckrfte. 

This  list  of  proprietors,  as  the  reader  perceives, 
was  made  in  1672  by  a  committee  chosen  for  that 
purpose. 

The  first  division  of  lands  in  the  North  Purchase 
was  made  June  22, 1668.  This  division  was  confined 
exclusively  to  meadow  land.  It  appears  by  the  fol- 
lowing^ extracts  from  the  town  records  of  Rchoboth 
that  the  court  had  made  a  grant  of  the  meadows  in 
the  North  Purchase  before  the  rest  of  the  land  was 
granted.* 

Feb.  28, 1667. — At  a  town-meeting  lawfully  warned, 
it  was  voted  that  all  the  meadows  lying  on  the  north 
aide  of  the  town,  which  were  given  and  granted  to 
the  town  by  the  court,  shall  be  laid  out  according  to 
person  and  estate. 

At  the  same  time  those  men  whose  names  are  here 
subscribed  have  promised  to  go  to  see  what  meadows 
they  can  find  on  the  north  side  of  our  town,  that  they 
may  notify  our  town,  to  their  best  judgment,  what 
quantity  there  may  be  of  it,  and  this  they  promise  to 
do  freely  on  their  own  charge.  William  Carpenter, 
8r.,  will  go  8  days  on  his  own  charge,  and  if  he  go 
any  more  he  is  to  be  paid  for  it.  William  Sabin,  1 
day;  Lieut.  Hunt,  2  days;  Joseph  Peck,  1  day; 
John  Peck,  1  day;  Henry  Smith,  1  day;  William 
Bncklin,  2  days ;  Robert  Fuller,  1  day ;  John  Read, 
1  day ;  Thomas  Cooper,  Jr.,  1  day ;  Francis  Stephens, 
1  day. 

At  the  same  time  those  men  whose  names  are  here 
aubscribed  are  accepted  of  the  freemen  of  the  town  to 
take  up  their  freedom,  viz.:  Joseph  Peck,  John  Peck, 
Henry  Smith*,  Robert  Fuller,  John  Fitch,  Steven 
Pnine,  Jonathan  Bliss,  William  Bucklin,  Rice  Leon- 
ard. Several  of  these  persons  afterwards  removed  to 
Attleborough. 

June  22, 1668.  It  was  voted  that  all  the  meadow 


*  This  WNS  before  the  Isntls  were  actnally  pnrchaeeil,  and  wns  cvl* 
dently  intended  fbr  the  immediate  use  of  the  cattle  of  the  Inhabitants. 


that  lies  upon  the  north  side  of  the  town  that  hath 
been  visited  by  certain  men  according  to  the  town's 
order  shall  be  lotted  out  according  to  person  and 
estate. 

14th  of  the  9th  month,  1661.  Lieut.  Hunt  and  Wil- 
liam Sabin  were  chosen  to  confer  with  Mr.  Willet  to 
know  what  he  hath  done  about  the  north  side  of  the 
town  in  the  behalf  of  the  town. 

The  28th  of  the  6th  mo.,  1662.  It  was  voted  that 
John  Woodcock'  should  have  two  rods  of  land  to 
build  a  small  house  on  for  himself  and  his  family  to 
be  in  on  the  Lord's  day  in  some  convenient  place 
near  the  meeting-house,  and  Qoodman  Paine  and 
Lie\it.  Hunt  were  chosen  to  see  where  the  most  con- 
venient place  might  be  for  it 

1686,  June  22d.  "At  a  town-meeting  lawfully 
warned  lots  were  drawn  for  the  meadows  that  lie  on 
the  north  side  of  the  town,  according  to  person  and 
estate." 

April  18,  1666.  It  was  voted  by  the  town  that  the 
late  purchasers  of  land  upon  the  north  side  of  our 
town  shall  bear  forty  shillings  in  a  rate  of  five  pounds, 
and  so  proportionable  in  all  other  public  charges. 

It  was  also  voted  that  there  should  be  a  three-railed 
fence  set  up  and  maintained  between  the  late  pur- 
chased land  on  the  north  side  of  the  town,  to  be  set 
up  on  all  the  end  of  the  plain  from  Goodman  Buck- 
land's  lands  to  the  Mill  River,  and  every  man  that  is 
interested  in  the  said  purchased  lands  to  bear  an  equal 
proportion  in  the  aforesaid  fence  according  to  their 
proportion  of  lauds. 

It  was  also  voted  to  make  choice  of  a  committee 
for  the  settling  and  stating  of  the  late  purchased 
lands  on  the  north  side  of  our  town,  viz.,  whether 
such,  as  at  present  seem  questionable,  are  true  pro- 
prietors of  the  aforesaid  lands;  and  the  committee 
chosen  were  Capt.  Willet,  with  the  townsmen  and 
those  that  stand  engaged  for  the  payment  of  the  afore- 
said purchased  lands.  The  committee  reported  April 
28,  1666. 

It  was  also  voted  by  the  town  that  Mr.  Qoodman 
Martin  shall  enjoy  a  spot  of  fresh  meadow  that  lies 
on  the  north  side  of  the  town,  lying  at  the  end  of  the 
great  plain,  during  his  life  and  his  wife's,  and  at 
their  decease  to  return  to  the  town. 

At  the  same  time  it  was  agreed  between  the  town 
and  Capt.  Willet  that  for  the  forty  acres  of  meadow 
that  he  is  to  have  to  his  farm  on  the  north  side  of 
the  town,  he  is,  by  agreement  made  with  the  town, 
to  have  High  Squisset  and  Low  Squisset,  and  the 
bounds  of  the  said  Squisset's  meadows  to  be  accord- 
ing to  tlie  sight  of  the  surveyors  the  day  that  they 
laid  out  his  farm,  that  is,  Henry  Smith  and  William 
Carpenter;  and  he  is  also  to  have  a  piece  of  meadow 
at  the  Seven-Mile  River  near  unto  the  going  out  at 
the  highway,  and  six  acres  of  meadow  at  the  Ten- 
Mile  River,  and  what  there  wants  of  the  six  acres  in 


*  Afterwards  of  Attleborough. 
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quality  is  to  be  made  up  in  quantity.  The  said  six 
acres  of  meadow  on  the  Ten-Mile  Biver  lies  by  the 
old  highway  as  we  go  into  the  bay. 

''  April  23,  1666.  The  committee  that  was  chosen 
by  the  town  April  18,  1666,  at  a  town-meeting,  for 
the  stating  and  settling  of  the  late  purchased  lands 
upon  the  north  side  of  our  town,  the  aforesaid  com- 
mittee being  met  together  this  23d  of  April,  we  see 
cause  that  there  shall  be  seventy-six  whole  shares 
and  equal  purchasers  in  the  aforesaid  lands,  and  six 
persons  that  have  half-shares,  which  we  see  cause  to 
add  to  the  seventy -six  whole  shares,  so  that  the  whole 
number  of  shares  amounts  to  seventy-nine  shares." 

May  19,  1666.  At  a  town-meeting  lawfully  warned 
the  town  concluded  to  have  a  meeting  upon  the  last 
Tuesday  in  June,  to  consider  of  the  meadows  on  the 
north  side  of  the  town,  how  they  may  be  disposed  of 
for  this  present  year ;  it  is  therefore  agreed  by  this 
town  that  no  man  shall  mow  a  load  or  a  part  of  a 
load  of  grass  before  the  town  hath  disposed  of  them, 
upon  the  penalty  of  twenty  shillings  the  load  or  part 
of  a  load. 

Oct.  16,  1666.  At  a  town-meeting  it  was  concluded 
that  the  purchased  lands  on  the  north  side  of  the  town 
shall  be  divided  between  this  and  the  1st  of  May  next 
ensuing. 

It  was  also  voted  by  the  town  that  no  person  shall 
fall  any  trees  upon  the  aforesaid  lands  on  the  north 
side  of  our  town  before  the  said  lands  be  divided, 
upon  the  penalty  of  ten  shillings  for  every  tree  so 
fallen. 

The  same  day  John  Doggett,  John  Woodcock,  and 
John  Titus  were  chosen  by  the  town  to  see  what  tim- 
ber trees  are  fallen  on  the  late  purchased  lands  on  the 
north  side  of  our  town,  and  they  shall  have  the  for- 
feiture for  their  pains,  and  the  trees  to  those  that  the 
land  shall  fall  to. 

June  22,  1667.  At  a  town-meeting  it  was  voted  by 
the  town  that  the  meadows  lying  on  the  north  side  of 
the  town  shall  be  for  this  present  year  as  they  were 
the  last  year. 

April  10,  1668.  The  town  chose  a  committee  to  go 
and  view  the  meadows  that  are  in  the  North  Purchase 
and  to  acre  them  out,  to  divide  them  into  three-score 
and  eighteen  parts  and  a  half,  and  to  murk  and  bound 
out  each  part  and  put  in  such  swamps  as  in  their 
prudence  they  think  meet,  to  be  laid  out  in  the  said 
division,  provided  they  do  it  equally  as  they  can. 
The  said  committee  are  Anthony  Perry,  Philip  Walker, 
Thomas  Willmot,*  Nicholas  Ide,  to  be  paid  by  the 
whole  company  of  purchasers. 

May  13,  1668.  The  town  made  an  agreement  with 
Goodman  Allen  that  he  is  to  have  the  twenty  acres  of 
meadow  that  is  laid  out  by  Ensign  Smith  at  Sine- 
cheticonet,  and  the  meadow  called  the  Parson's 
Meadow,  and  all  that  is  within  his  farm  for  his  thirty 
acres  of  meadow  that  he  purchased  of  Maj.  Winslow, 


1  Now  Wilmarth. 


and  also  for  his  full  share  of  meadow  on  the  North 
Purchase. 

It  was  also  voted  that  the  rates  upon  the  north  side 
of  the  town  be  lowered  and  part  taken  off, — that  is  to 
say,  whereas  the  lands  upon  the  North  Purchase  paid 
forty  shillings  of  five  pounds  in  all  rates,  that  now 
the  said  lands  shall  pay  twenty  shillings  in  five  pounds 
until  the  town  see  cause  to  alter  it. 

May  26,  1668.  It  was  voted  that  John  Woodcock 
shall  have  the  meadow  upon  the  Ten-Mile  Biver  be- 
tween Capt.  Willett's  meadow  and  his  own  meadow, 
and  another  piece  that  the  townsmen  shall  appoint 
him  that  were  chosen  by  the  town  to  acre  the  meadows 
in  the  North  Purchase  for  two  shares  of  meadow  on 
the  North  Purchase. 

The  26th  of  May,  1668,  loU  were  drawn  for  the 
meadows'  in  the  North  Purchase. 

The  first  division  of  general  lands  was  granted  by 
the  proprietors  at  a  meeting  held  Feb.  9, 1668.  Lots 
were  drawn  for  this  division  March  18, 1668-^9.  The 
previous  divisions  had  been  confined  to  meadow 
land. 

"  At  a  town-meeting  lawfully  warned  Feb.  9,  1668, 
it  was  voted  that  there  should  be  fifty  acres  of  upland 
laid  out  on  the  north  side  of  the  town  to  every  share, 
speedily;  and  the  rest  to  be  laid  out  with  as  much 
conveniency  as  may  be." 

It  was  voted  that  there  should  be  a  committee  chosen 
to  view  where  there  is  good  land  for  the  laying  out  of 
a  division  of  lands  on  the  North  Purchase,  and  that 
the  aforesaid  fifty  acres  to  a  share  should  be  forthwith 
laid  out,  and  then  lots  to  be  drawn  by  the  aforesaid 
purchasers  according  to  the  agreement. 

At  a  town-meeting  lawfully  warned  the  18th  of 
March,  1668-69,  "  It  was  voted  that  there  should  be 
fifty  acres  of  land  laid  out  to  a  share  on  the  north 
purchased  lands." 

It  was  also  provided  that  the  purchasers  should 
draw  lots  for  their  choice,  and  that  each  one  should 
choose  his  lands  successively  according  to  his  turn, 
and  give  notice  to  the  next  in  turn ;  and  that  if  any 
neglect  or  refuse  to  make  choice  and  lay  out  his  land 
in  his  turn  for  the  space  of  three  days  after  notice 
given  him,  he  should  wait  until  all  others  hud  made 
choice  in  regular  order. 

At  this  meeting  a  committee  of  eight  were  chosen, 
any  two  of  whom  might  act,  to  see  that  these  rights 
should  not  be  laid  out  so  as  to  interfere  with  high- 
ways, previous  divisions  of  meadows,  or  other  lot- 
ments.  This  committee  were  William  Sabin,  Nicholas 
Peck,  Samuel  Newman,  James  lieddeway,  Thomas 
Willniott,  Samuel  Peck,  Lieut,  Hunt,  Joseph  Buck- 
land.  Nine  purcliiujcrs  entered  a  protest  against  the 
maniver  of  laying  out  the  lands  by  choosing,  viz.,  Capt. 
Willett,  Mr.  Myles,  Will.  Sabin,  Mr.  Brown,  Dea. 
Cooper,  John  Miller,  Sr.,  John  Peren,  Sr.,  George 
Kendricke,  Will  Carpenter. 


>  Qranted  by  the  court  previoua  to  the  purchase. 
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Tkt  mmm«§  ^fUtem  that  irmfor  a  dfvMoii  on  ffc«  Ihrtk  Pkirdbate,  19lh 


John  TItna. 

Jciaepli  Bockbuid. 

John  OroMby. 

ChiMrra*!  lamb.! 

Natbl.  Paine. 

GoodjHid*. 

Bic«  Leonsrd. 

John  Allln,  Jr. 

KicbolM  Peek. 

Ichnbod  Miller,  Jr. 

Sobert  Whenton. 

John  IVifielt. 

I>eiiron  Cooper. 

Phillip  Wftlker. 

Tho.  Rend. 

Joerph  Peek. 

John  Rrwt,  Sr. 

JotiAthiin  BIIm. 

Bofser  AmMowne. 

8tpph«*n  l*Rine,  Jr. 

ThomM  and  Jacob  OriMby. 

Richard  Bollock. 

Daniel  Smlrh. 

John  Kinietley. 

Obadhih  Dowlns. 

John  Peren,  8r. 

Bobert  Joanea. 

Will.  Bnckland. 

Jamee  Gillaon. 

lerall  Peek. 

Anth.  Perry. 

BMad  Klngeley. 

Tho.  Gooprr,  Jr. 

Mr.  Mylee. 

Richard  Bento,  Jr. 

John  Fitch. 

Joaeph  Oarpenter. 

Preeerred  Abel. 

J«ihn  Woodcock. 

John  Allen,  8r. 


NIch.  Ide. 
Oapt.  Wlllet 
Jamee  Reddewey. 
Sam.  Newman. 
Stephen  Paine,  Sr. 
Jona.  Palmer. 
Robert  Miller. 
Tho.  Wlllmot. 
Gilbert  Brooke. 
Wid  Carpenter. 
Left.  Hunt 
Jaret  Ingraham. 
Francis  Stepbena. 
John  Read,  Jr. 
Mr.  Newman. 
Rich.  Martin. 
John  Biitterwortli. 
George  Kendrick. 
John  Iiowell. 
Thomas  Grant. 
Mr.  Brown. 
Nath.  Peck. 
George  Robinson. 
Jonathan  Fnller. 
Jonathan  Boaworth. 
Sam.  Peck. 
Robert  Fuller. 
Nath.  Pakie,  Jr. 
Richani  Wliittaker. 
Sam.  Ctoriienter. 
£dward  Hall. 
Nicholas  Tanner. 
John  Savage. 
Will.  Saben. 
Will.  Carpenter. 
Sampson  Mason. 
John  Peck. 
Ben.  Buckland. 
lien.  Smith. 
Sam.  Lntlier. 


GoniplninU  were  often  made  that  the  lands  in  the 
North  Purchase  were  rated  or  assessed  too  high. 
Tliere  is  the  following  record  on  this  subject. 

At  a  meeting  of  proprietors  of  the  North  Purchase 
the  26th  August,  1670,  it  was  voted  that  the  townsmen 
idiould  choose  three  men  to  discuss  and  also  to  end  any 
difforence  with  such  jiersons  as  are  chosen  by  the  com- 
plainers  of  the  provisions  of  the  rates.  The  time  set 
to  meet  was  this  day  s'en'nit  at  the  meeting-house, 
and  if  not  ended  to  attend  the  next  court  at  Plymouth 
to  defend  and  answer  such  complaints  as  are  made 
against  the  rating  of  these  lands. 

A  mile  and  a  half  on  the  south  side  of  this  town 
was  granted  to  Behoboth  by  order  of  court,  June, 
1668. 

June,  1668.  This  court  have  ordered  that  a  tract 
of  land,  containing  a  mile  and  a  half,  lying  on  the 
north  side  of  the  town  of  Rehoboth,  is  allowed  to  be 
the  proper  right  of  the  said  township.  And  for  such 
lands  as  are  lying  betwixt  the  bay  line,  and  it  is  to  be 
accounted  within  the  constablerick  of  Rehoboth  until 
the  court  shall  order  it  otherwise.  And  that  such 
farms  as  lyeth  within  the  said  liberties  shall  be  re- 
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sponsible  in  point  of  rating  at  the  colony's  disposaU 
— 0«  Cbl.  Bee. 

There  is  the  following  vote  concerning  this  tract  in 
Rehoboth  records : 

Nov.  8, 1670.  At  a  town-meeting  lawfully  warned 
it  was  voted  that  the  line  should  be  forthwith  run  be- 
tween the  North  Purchase  and  the  mile  and  a  half 
given  to  the  town  for  enlargement 

The  committee  were  Lieut.  Hunt  and  Ensign  Smith, 
Nicholas  Peck  and  Will.  Carpenter. 

Committees  were  also  chosen  to  see  that  no  timber 
on  the  north  side  should  be  fallen  or  drawn  away. 
Great  difficulty  was  experienced  in  preventing  the 
loss  of  timber  on  the  undivided  lands. 

Dec.  26, 1670.  It  was  voted  that  there  should  be  a 
town-meeting  this  day  fortnight,  about  ten  of  the  clock 
in  the  morning,  and  that  there  should  be  a  committee 
chosen  to  draw  up  such  propositions  as  they  think  will 
be  most  expedient  for  the  settling  of  the  differences  on 
the  north  side  of  the  town  concerning  those  lands,  con- 
sidering that  all  the  purchasers  of  the  land  have  not 
yet  given  them,  Mr.  Brown  engaging  to  give  notice  to 
all  the  proprietors  of  those  lands  that  dwell  in  Swan- 
sea, and  that  these  propositions  be  tendered  at  the  said 
town-meeting,  that  if  it  were  the  will  of  God,  there 
might  be  a  unanimous  agreement.  The  committee 
chosen  were  Lieut.  Hunt,  Ensign  Smith,  Nathaniel 
Paine,  Nicholas  Peck,  and  Anthony  Perry. 

Nov.  23,  1670,  a  committee  was  chosen  to  meet  the 
treasurer  of  Taunton  to  settle  the  bounds  between  the 
North  Purchase  and  Taunton  North  Purchase.  The 
committee  were :  Ensign  Smith,  Wim.  Sabin,  William 
Carpenter. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  proprietors,  May  28, 1672,  it 
was  voted,  that  for  the  comfortable  and  peaceable  set- 
tlement of  the  lands  and  meadows  of  the  north  side  of 
the  town ;  whereas  tliere  has  been  great  dissatisfaction 
in  respect  of  the  unequal  division  of  meadows;  and, 
forasmuch  as  there  was  a  committee  chosen  in  the 
year  1668  for  the  bounding  of  the  meadows  between 
the  Tens,  there  shall  be  a  new  committee  added  to 
them,  to  make  diligent  search  and  take  a  deliberate 
view  of  the  meadows  and  swamps  within  all  the  sev- 
eral Tens,  with  power  to  add  to  those  Tens  which 
needed  amendment,  and  bound  them  all ;  and  also  to 
redress  any  grievance  which  any  particular  person 
suffers.  This  order  is  not  to  take  place  till  after  six 
months.  It  was  provided  that  the  said  committee 
should  bound  all  the  Tens  before  any  more  upland 
lots  are  laid  out,  if  they  do  it  within  two  months. 

At  a  meeting  of  purchasers,  Feb.  18, 1684,  it  was 
voted  that  there  should  be  a  division  of  fifly  acres  to 
a  share  in  the  North  Purchase.  William  Carpenter 
was  chosen  surveyor  to  lay  it  out.  Voted  that  there 
should  be  a  meeting  of  the  purchasers  to  draw  lots 
for  said  division  the  last  Tuesday  of  June  next  ensu- 
ing. Accordingly,  a  meeting  held  June  29, 1686,  lots 
were  drawn  for  said  fifly  acres  of  upland  among 
eighty-three  persons. 
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At  a  proprietors'  meeting,  Oct.  81,  1699,  it  was 
voted  that  there  should  be  two  divisions  of  lands  in 
the  North  Purchase  forthwith  laid  out  to  the  said 

« 

proprietors  according  to  their  rights  in  said  lands, 
i.e,,  fifly  acres  to  a  whole  share  in  both  divisions, 
viz.,  twenty-five  acres  to  the  first  division,  and  twenty- 
five  acres  to  the  second  division ;  and  he  that  is  first 
in  the  first  division  shall  be  last  in  the  second  di- 
vision, and  so  on. 

At  their  next  meeting,  Nov.  7,  1699,  the  proprie- 
tors drew  lots  for  the  new  division.  They  had  in- 
creased at  this  time  to  one  hundred  and  thirty-three 
in  number. 

In  the  year  1694  the  inhabitants  of  the  North  Pur- 
chase were  incorporated  into  a  township  by  an  act  of 
the  Qeneral  Court  of  Massachusetts.* 


CHAPTER  XL. 

ATTLEBOROUGH.— (CbMltiitMc/.) 

Incorporation— Origin  of  Ui«  Nam*— WlllUm  Blackstoa*— Hit  Htetory, 
Settlement,  etc.— John  Woodcock— Hi*  G«rriaon— Flral  Ordinary — 
Hintory  of  bis  Settlement  Hare— Flnt  Mill  In  Town— Attack  on 
Joeliua  Barrows— Ilie  PeUtlon  for  Allowance  of  Land— U rani  Mada 
to  him— Agenta  Kmployed  in  Xngland  on  Disputed  Boundary- 
Angle  Tree — Angle  Monument. 

''  To  Hi$  BxcelUney,  Sir  WUttam  PUpt  KmigU,  OaptaiifGmural  and  Oofh 
emor-tM-ChUf  of  tittir  Mqj^UffU  PtoWrm,  of  tk*  Maa»aeku§ttC§  Bag 
in  New  England^  with  the  Hoiurabh  GmmeU  and  H^^rmetUaiipa 
thertof  novo  autmbUd  in  Omt^ral  Oourl  a^  fioafon,  OeL  17, 18M : 

"  Tbe  petition  of  the  •ubacriben  in  behalf  of  tbemaeWee  and  Uie  rest 
of  the  pi-uprietors  of  the  landa  hereunder  meuUoned  and  expretted, 

**  Humbly  Sheweth, 

**  That  whereaa  our  anoeaton  and  aome  of  onrMWee  bare  formerly 
purchased  a  certain  tract  of  land  commonly  known  by  the  name  of  the 
North  Purchase,  contaluing  In  length  about  ten  mllee  from  Patuckett 
Rirer  to  Taunton  bounds,  and  about  eight  miles  fh>m  the  Massachusetts 
line,  between  the  two  colonies  to  Rehoboth  bounds,  being  In  our  sppre- 
henslon  lands  sufficient  for  a  township,  and  we  being  now  already 
above  tliirty  lauillles  on  tlie  place,  besides  other  proprietors  Unit  at 
present  live  elsewhere,  do  humbly  pray  this  Houorabln  AiMombly  to 
make  us  a  township  endued  with  such  priTlleges  as  other  towns  are 
for  these  reasons  fullowlog,  tIk.  : 

"  First,  and  priuclpully,  for  the  honor  of  God,  in  Uiat  our  distance  Is 
ffir  to  go  on  tbe  Lord's  days,  some  of  ns  ten  or  eleren  miles  to  Eehoboth 
to  tbe  public  wonhip  of  God,  which  in  the  winter  season  is  very  incon- 
venient for  UR  to  go  and  especially  for  our  clilldren.  and  also  we  sustain 
in  going  so  far  to  train,  attend  town-meetlngs,  and  to  work  in  their 
highways,  nnd  uur  own  in  the  meantime  neglected. 

''Secondly,  lu  that  if  we  were  a  township,  we  sliould  quickly  (we 
hope)  pructire  an  able  orthodox  minister  to  teach  us,  and  also  a  school* 
master  to  InBtruct  our  children,  which  would  incite  more  able  and  de- 

1  Previous  to  tliia  the  North  Purchase  was  within  the  Jurisdiction,  but 
not  merged  in  tbe  limits  of  Rehoboth.  The  inhabitants  were  subjected 
to  the  niuuicipul  authority,  and  hud,  for  the  time,  all  the  Hgbts  of  free- 
men of  that  town.  It  was,  properly,  a  plantation  of  Kebobuth.  It  was 
ordered  by  Piymoutli  Court  to  be  within  the  Jurisdiction  of  tliat  town 
until  it  should  be  incorporated,  "  Ju/y  6,1671."  "Tbe  court  have  or- 
dered that  tbe  Nortli  Purchase  (so  called)  Rbull  lie  unto  tbe  town  of 
Rehoboth  until  it  comes  to  be  a  township;  and  in  tbe  meautinie  to  bear 
tbe  seventh  part  of  all  tbe  rates  that  shall  be  levied  for  tbe  public 
,  charges  of  that  town  ;  and  when  the  aaid  purchase  sliall  l>ecome  a  town- 
ship by  itself,  then  tbe  said  township  of  Rehoboth  to  be  eased  In  Uieir 
rates."— OW  Col.  Becordi. 


■irable  inhabitants  to  come  and  selUe  among  oa,  we  having  landa  aud 
other  oommoditiea  for  their  encouragement. 

**  Thirdly,  In  that  we  being  as  fkontlers  in  danger  of  the  enemy  lie 
tween  Rehoboth  and  other  places  should,  if  we  were  a  townahip,  be  in 
a  better  posture  of  defence  when  we  are  completed  with  ofllcers  amongst 
ourselvea. 

**  Fourthly,  We  might  ftirtber  add  the  benefit  that  might  redonnd  to 
their  Mijeetie*!  service,  there  being  great  store  of  ship-Umber  and 
oooper^'atuff,  which  might  with  more  fiacility  be  conveyed  to  the  water* 
side  were  our  habitations  leUled  nearer. 

**  All  which  is  humbly  ollered  to  your  Kxcellency  and  honors  for  ao- 
oeptanoe. 

**  By  your  hnmble  suppliants. 

**  JOUH  WOODOOOK, 

**  Damibl  SuBmnaox, 
**JoHV  OAixsMDan, 
"  For  and  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  proprietors  of  the  said  Uuda. 
"Octn,  1094." 

The  following  is  the  act  of  incorporation : 

Am  Act  for  gramimg  a  lotenthip  witkiu  IkM  OMMlg  of  Bristol  to  be  eattod  At' 
tUborough:* 

Wbbrkas  there  Is  a  certain  tract  of  land  commonly  known  by  the 
name  of  North  Purchase,  lying  within  Uie  county  of  Bristol,  conlainiMg 
in  length  about  ten  miles  from  l*atucket  River  to  the  bounds  of  Tauu> 
ton,*  and  extending  about  eight  miles  in  breadth  from  thr  Hue  or  bound- 
ary betwixt  the  two  late  colonics  of  Massachusetts  and  PlymouUi,  to  the 
bounds  of  the  town  of  Rehoboth ;  being  a  convenient  tract  for  a  town- 
ship, and  more  than  thirty  families  already  settled  thereupon.  For  the 
better  encouragement  aud  settlement  of  said  plantaUon : 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Oouucll,  and  Repreeentotives  In  Geu- 
eral  Court  aasemldetl,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  henceforth 
the  said  tract  of  land  as  above  described,  and  bounded  by  the  township 
of  Taunton  and  Rehoboth  (no  way  to  intrench  upon  either  of  their 
righta),  be  aud  sliall  be  a  townithip,  and  called  by  the  name  of  Attle- 
borough ;  and  shall  have  and  ei^oy  all  such  Immunities,  privileges,  and 
powers,  as  generally  other  townships  within  this  Province  have  and  do 
ei^oy. 

Provided^  That  it  be  not  lu  prejudice  of  any  former  grant. 

Provided,  o/ao.  That  tlie  Inhabitants  of  Uie  snld  place  do  conUuue 
under  the  power  and  direction  of  the  Selectmen,  Asseasora,  and  Con- 
stables of  Rehoboth  (whereunto  they  were  formerly  annexed)  as  well 
referring  to  any  ueaossinents  and  arrears  thereof,  us  all  other  things 
proper  to  Uie  duty  of  Selectmen,  AaeeHSors,  and  Constables,  rue|H>c- 
tlvely;  until  they  are  supplied  with  such  oiUcers  among  themselves, 
according  to  the  directions  lu  the  law  In  Uiat  case  made  and  provldod. 

The  boundaries  described  in  the  preceding  act  in- 
cluded the  present  towns  of  Attleborough  and  Cum- 
berland, 11.  I.,  embracing  a  very  cxtciiHivc  tract  of 
land.  The  number  of  inhabitants  at  this  time  could 
not  much  exceed  a  hundred  and  eighty.  They  were 
mostly  settled  in  the  southerly  and  westerly  parts  of 
the  town.  These  families  were  scattered  over  a  con- 
siderable space ;  some  hud  been  here  from  an  early 
period.  Of  the  early  settlements  more  will  be  said 
hereafter. 

The  country  was  then  mostly  covered  with  foresb*, 
interspersed,  however,  with  a  good  supply  of  natural 

*  It  was  named  after  Attleboix)Ugb,  Norfolk  Co.,  Knglund,  a  town  of 
importance  in  tbe  early  ages  uf  tbe  kingdom,  a  market  town,  and  tbe 
seat  of  tbe  noble  family  of  tbe  liorda  Mortimer.  It  baa  diminiabetl  in 
population  and  buaiuoiia  In  modern  timoa. 

Many  of  tbo  early  settlers  in  utemury  of  their  bomea  in  England, 
which  they  bod  left  forever,  gave  tbe  aame  names  to  tbeir  new  bonioa 
here. 

Two  of  tbo  proprietors  and  sottlm-ii  in  tliia  town,  John  Sutton  with  hia 
wife  and  four  children,  and  Jobn  Duggvtt  with  liia  wifu.cnino  from  **  At- 
tleburraye,"  Knglund,  and  wbuao  fuiniiiea  bud  intermarried  buforo  tbeir 
emigration,  and  auggeated  tbo  name  in  memory  of  tbeir  native  place. 

*  Taunton  North  Purcbaao. 


ATTLBBOROUGH. 


616 


meadow,  which  was  then  conaidered  th«  moat  vala- 
able  kind  of  Innd,  ami  occnsionni  cletiHngs  wlitcli 
had  Itccn  cultivated  by  tlie  Indians,  and  planted  by 
Ihctn  Willi  maiise,  aquAshea,  piimpkina,  lieana. 

The  infaabitanls  increaaed  rapidly,  and  aoon  pene- 
trated into  TariouB  parte  of  the  town. 

The  Early  Frooeedinga  of  the  Town  oftftr  iti 
busorporation. — A  Tew  extracta  Trom  (he  early  rec- 
ord* of  the  town,  illustrating  the  character  of  the 
times,  will  be  intereeting  to  the  present  generation. 

The  fliet  (own-meeting  on  record  appears  to  have 
been  held  May  II,  1696,  two  years  after  (he  incorpo- 
ration.' At  this  meeting  the  tonn  chose  Mr.  Jolin 
Woodcock  and  Mr.  John  Rogem,  lat«  of  Bristol,  as 
agenta  "to  manage  our  concerns  in  matten  relating 
to  tliat  part  of  our  township  commonly  called  the 
Hile  and  Half,  according  to  our  petition  and  other 
Gopiea  which  are  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Henry  Devens, 
Clerk  to  the  House  of  Bepreaentatires,  and  did  fur- 
ther appoint  and  impower  Mr.  John  Woodcock  to 
agree  witli  and  impower  said  Mr.  B<^ers,  and  take 
care  to  help  him  to  auch  papen  as  lURy  most  concern 
ODT  bosineaa  for  the  promoting  of  matters  relating  to 
onr  towoablp." 

At  the  same  meeting  three  assessors  were  chosen 
for  the  emming  year,  vie:  I.  Woodcock,  Thomas 
Tingley,  and  Samuel  Titua, 

The  next  town-meeting  was  held  Nov.  23,  1696,  at 
which  the  town  authorized  the  selectnien  to  make  a 
rate  for  paying  the  town's  debts,  which  amounted  to 
£9  IG*.  }'/.  At  the  same  time  several  individuals 
engaged  to  pay  certain  sums  "by  way  of  free  gift 
towards  tite  building  of  a  meeting-house,"  and  de- 
sired Uieir  naniea  and  Buma  might  he  entered  accord- 
ingly,— 


Hr.  Tliainiu  W 


bnll  WeotcDck 


March  22, 1696-97.  The  town  taking  into  considera- 
tion who  are  by  law  allowed  to  vote  in  town-meelings, 
and  finding  so  few  allowed  to  vote,  ordered  that  "all 
the  inhabitants  and  town  Dwellers"  should  have  a 
right  to  vote  in  said  meetings.  At  this  time  town 
nlficers  were  chosen  for  the  year  enduing,  vii;.:  "Mr. 
John  Woodcock,  Anthony  Sprogue,  Daniel  Jonkn, 
Jonatlian  Fuller,  Thomas  Tingley,  selectmen;  An- 
thony Sprague,  town  clerk;  1.  Woodcock,  consta- 
ble; Nicholas  Ide  and  Joseph  Cowel,  surveyors; 
Henry  Bweet,  Uthingman,-  Thomas  Tingley  and 
Samuel  Titus,  fence-viewers;  John  Woodcock,  An- 
thony Spregue,  and  Daniel  Jenks,  aasesaora;  John 
Lane,  grand-juryman  ;  Benjamin  Force,  for  the  jury 
of  trials  Id  April  next  at  the  Quarter  Sessious  at 
Bristol." 

May  10,  1697.  At  a  town-meeting  for  the  choice  of 
an  "  Assemblyman  for  the  Great  and  General  Court," 


■  Thtn  mnt,  bavnar,  hmn  b«n  >  pnTloiu 
aOkan,  of  which  ns  nnorf  I*  pnmmi. 


hUd|  and  > 


the  inhabitants  voted  not  to  send  a  man,  "by  reaaon 
Ibe  t')wn  was  excused  by  law." 

July  12,  1697.  The  town  voted  to  have  a  pound 
made  according  to  law  upon  a  piece  of  undivided 
Innd  between  the  lands  of  Daniel  Sheppenon  and 
James  Jillson,  near  the  Bay  road. 

Upwards  of  twenty  yean  after  the  close  of  Philip's 
war,  the  inhabitants  of  the  towns  were  often  annoyed 
b^  etrolling  Indians,  who  disturbed  and  insulted  the 
I'eople.  In  relation  to  these  disturbances  the  town 
passed  the  following  orders: 

Jan.  31,  1697-98.  At  a  town-meeting  Ic^Ily 
warned  for  the  making  of  "some  town  ordera  or  by- 
liiwa  touching  persons  disorderly  coming  into  town 
nho  have  no  rights  or  lands  in  the  same,  but  are 
cLrnngcrs  and  foreigners,"  the  town  passed  the  fol- 
lowing orders:  "  It  is  ordered  by  the  inhabitanta  of 
Attleborough,  and  voted  in  said  meeting,  that  no 
person  that  is  a  stranger  shall  be  received  aa  an  in- 
liibilant  without  the  consent  or  approbation  of  said 
town,  or  sufficient  security  given  to  the  town  by  him 
or  tliem  that  shall  take  in  or  harbor  any  person  con- 
trary to  this  order;  moreover,  the  selectmen  ar«  ap- 
pointed to  take  due  care  and  sufficient  security,  in  the 
behalf  of  the  town,  of  and  for  all 'such  persons  as 
ifliall  receive  in  or  harbor  any  stranger  or  foreigner; 
or  to  give  order  and  warning  to  such  stranger  or  for- 
eigner to  depait  the  town,  according  as  the  law 
itirects,  and  that  with  nil  convenient  speed  after 
knowledge  or  notice  given  of  the  same;  so  observing 
Trom  time  to  time  that  the  town  be  not  charged  wil£ 
unnecessary  charges." 

2d.  "  The  second  order  or  by-law  was  touching  In- 
dian foreigners  and  strangera  that  have  been  com- 
plained of  for  uncivil  carriages  and  behaviour  towards 
Hnme  of  the  inbabitonla  of  this  town,  for  the  preven- 
tion of  which  the  inbabitanta  being  desired  to  give 
their  advice,  by  joint  consent  have  voted  and  passed 
this  act.  That  uo  foreign  Indian  or  atranger  abould 
hi  allowed  to  come  int«  town  being  armed  under 
bunting  pretences,  nor  aufiered  iu  the  same  to  abide 
ill  drinkingH  and  shootings  at  unseasonable  times  of 
night  and  threateniugs  to  several  persons,  which  is 
contrary  to  the  law  of  this  province,  and  disturbing 
t(]  several  of  this  town ;  neither  is  any  person  or  per- 
gnna  whatsoever  within  this  town  allowed  to  take  in 
ni  harbor  Indian  or  Indians  armed  other  than  such  as 
bith  been  allowed  or  shall  t)e  allowed,  without  the 
unanimous  consent  of  tlie  inhabitants,  at  any  lime 
hereafter,  but  every  person  or  persons  transgressing 
iigainst  this  order  or  by-law  shall  pay  a  fine  of  five 
EhilHngs  each  day  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  this 
town  for  every  such  offence." 

March  4,  1699  or  1700,  in  town-meeting,  Daniel 
Sbepperson  gave  a  piece  of  ground  to  set  a  pound  on 
"at  a  place  commonly  known  and  called  Red  Bock 
Hill,  by  the  roadside  by  a  pine-tree,  which  pound  is 
to  be  built  thirty  feet  square  and  finished  by  the  last 
of  June,  1700." 
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1  Capt.  Clap»  May,  1030. 


May  13,  1700.    Voted  not  to  send  a  representative 
for  the  same  reason  that  was  assigned  at  the  first' 
meeting. 

March  25,  1701.  In  town-meeting  voted  and  ap- 
pointed a  "  training-place,  to  be  on  the  south  side  of 
David  Freeman's  house,  between  the  two  ways, 
viz.,  the  Bay  road  and  the  road  that  leadeth  to 
Nicholas  Ide's  house."  At  the  same  time  the  town 
''did  by  major  vote  appoint  the  last  Tuesday  in 
March,  at  nine  o'clock  A.M.,  to  be  their  election  day 
annually  for  choosing  town  officers  according  to  law, 
without  any  further  warning,  so  to  continue  till  fur- 
ther order." 

Feb.  9, 1702-3.  It  was  voted  that  Ensign  Nicholas 
Ide>  and  Anthony  Sprague  with  the  selectmen  be  a 
committee  to  agree  in  behalf  of  our  town  concerning 
the  lines  and  bounds  between  Attleborough,  Dor- 
cli ester,  and  Wren th am.  It  was  also  voted  that  the 
selectmen  should  make  a  town  rate  for  the  payment 
of  town  debts,  and  that  a  quarter  part  of  said  rate  be 
levied  upon  the  polls,  and  the  rest  upon  the  estates; 
and  that  said  rate  shall  be  paid  in  Indian  corn  at  two 
shillings  and  sixpence  per  bushel,  or  rye  at  three 
shillings  and  sixpence  per  bushel,  or  oats  at  one 
shilling  and  sixpence  per  bushel,  or  in  money. 

May  14,  1703.  Voted  not  to  send  a  representative 
by  reason  they  were  aq  few  in  number  and  excused  by 
law. 

The  first  English  inhabitant  of  Attleborough  was 
the  celebrated  William  Blackstone,  who  had  so  many 
peculiarities  and  such  a  singular  history,  and  who 
was  also  the  first  settler  and  sole  progenitor  of  Shaw* 
mutj  now  the  site  of  the  beautkf\il  city  of  Boston. 
Everything  that  can  be  recovered  relating  to  this 
singular  but  amiable  man  must  be  interesting  not 
only  to  the  people  of  this  town,  but  to  all  who  feel  an 
interest  in  the  early  history  of  these  colonies. 

There  were  two  or  three  individuals  at  a  distance, 
on  Manerick  and  Thompson's  Islands,  ia  the  harbor, 
apparently  having  no  connection  with  him. 

He  came  to  this  country  from  England  about  the 
year  1625,  and  settled  first  at  Boston,  the  Indian 
name  of  which  was  StuiunnuL  Here  he  remained 
alone  until  the  arrival  of  Governor  Winthrop's  com- 
pany, in  June,  1630.  They  at  first  located  them- 
selves at  Charlestown ;  but  finding  the  water  bad 
and  '^  liking  that  plain  neck  that  was  then  called 
Blackstone's  Neck,^  they  soon  removed,  by  invitation, 
to  the  peninsula,  where  they  found  a  good  spring  of 
water.  Mr.  Blackstone  had  been  in  England  a 
clergyman  of  the  established  church.  But  he  lived 
in  an  age  of  religious  bigotry,  intolerance,  and  per- 
secution, and  '*  not  being  able,"  as  he  said,  '*  to  en- 
dure the  power  of  the  Lord  Bishops,"  he  lefl  his 
native  land  and  sought  an  asylum  in  the  wilds  of 
America,  where  he  might  enjoy  his  own  opinions 
unmolested.    After  residing  a  few  years  with  the  new 


settlers  of  Shatomut,  he  found  the  same  intolerant  and 
overbearing  spirit  among  his  new  associates,  and  be- 
coming "  discontented  with  the  power  of  the  Lords 
Brethren,"  he  was  compelled  to  seek  another  retreat 
In  1634  he  sold  his  right  and  title  in  tlie  peninsula  to 
the  inhabitants  of  Boston,  each  one  paying  him  six 
shillings  and  some  of  them  more.  A  reservation  was 
made  for  him  of  about  six  acres  where  his  house 
stood. 

The  peninsula  of  Boston  was  then  called  Black- 
stone's  Neck,  the  whole  of  which  he  claimed  as  his 
property,  aud  this  claim  was  recognized  by  the  new 
settlers.  With  the  purchase  money  he  bought  a 
"  stock  of  cows,"  which  he  carried  with  him  to  his 
new  settlement  on  the  banks  of  the  Paw  tucket  River. 

The  following  document,  quoted  in  Shaw's  *'  His- 
tory of  Boston,"  gives  some  of  the  particulars  of  this 
purchase : 

"The  depotiUon  of  John  Odljn,  aged  about  82  yean;  Bobert Walker, 
aged  aboat  78  jreara;  Franck  Hudson,  aged  about  00  yean;  and  Wil- 
liam Lytberland,  aged  76  yearn.  Thc«e  deponenU  being  auUent  dwHl- 
en  and  inhabltanU  of  the  town  of  Boaton,  from  the  time  of  the  first 
pUnting  thereof,  do  Jointly  teetify  and  depuee,  that  in  or  about  the  year 
of  our  Lord  sixteen  hundred  aud  thirty-four,  the  then  present  Inhabit- 
ants of  said  town  (of  whom  the  Hon.  John  Wiuthrop,  ICsq.,  Governor  of 
the  Colony,  was  chiefe),  did  ireate  and  agree  with  Mr.  William  Black- 
stone for  the  purchase  of  his  estate  and  right  In  any  lands  lying  within 
the  said  neck  of  land,  called  Boston,  and  for  said  purcliase  agreed  that 
every  householder  should  pay  six  shillings,  which  was  socordtugly  col- 
lected, none  paying  less,  some  considerably  more,  and  the  said  sum  was 
paid  to  Mr.  Blackvtone  to  his  full  content.  Beserving  unto  hiroeelf 
about  six  acres  uf  laud  on  the  point,  commonly  called  Bhick«tune^ 
Point,  on  part  whereof  his  then  dwelllng>house  stood.  After  whidi  pur^ 
chase  the  town  laid  out  a  place  for  a  Traiuiug  Vield,  which  ever  since, 
and  now  is  used  for  that  purpose,  aud  for  the  feeding  of  catUe:  Walker 
and  Lytberland  further  tesUfy  that  Mr.  Bhickstoue  bought  a  stuck  of 
cowes  with  the  money  he  receivnd,  aud  reuioved  near  l*ruvldeiice,  where 
he  lived  Ull  the  day  of  his  dvath.*'  Sworn  tu  the  luih  of  June,  1084, 
before  8.  Bradstreet,  Guvernur,  and  Sumuel  Sewall,  Aashitaiit. 

Mr.  Blackstone  received  £30  for  his  right  to  the 
peninsula,  as  appears  by  the  following  record :  The 
"  10th  day  of  the  9  mo.  1G34,"  voted  that  a  rate  be 
made,  viz.,  "  a  rate  for  £30  to  Mr.  Blackstone."' 

In  1635  he  removed  to  another  retreat  still  farther 
in  the  wilderness.  This  phice  was  on  the  bunks  of 
Pawtucket  River,  which  now  bears  his  name,  and  on 
the  east  side  of  it,  and  within  the  GUI  Colony,  and 
was  within  the  ancient  limits  of  Attleborough,  in 
that  part  called  the  Gore,  now  Cumberland,  R.  J. 
This  was  about  ten  years  before  the  settlement  of 
Rehoboth  and  a  few  years  before  that  of  Providence. 
In  tliis  solitary  retreat  he  built  his  house,  cultivated 
his  garden,  and  planted  his  orchard.  His  house  and 
garden  he  surrounded  with  a  park,  which  was  his 
daily  walk.  Here  he  remained  for  many  years  in 
entire  seclusion  from  the  world,  here  was  none  to  dis- 
turb his  lonely  retreat.  He  was  furnished  with  a 
library,  and  nature  and  study  charmed  his  solitary 
hours.  He  thus  seated  himselt'  for  life,  in  peaceful 
solitude  on  the  banks  uf  the  Blackstone. 

*  Reckunliig  March  the  tiitit  month,  tliiti  mwviMinfUt  was  made  in  De- 
cember ;  the  purchaife,  of  course,  wus  nuulo  previoua  to  this  date,  niid 
Blackstuue  in  all  pruUibility  removed  early  iu  the  ■ubeoqueut  spring. 
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His  house  he  called  "Study  Hall/'  and  the  emi- 
nence near  it  was  named  Study  Hill,  which  name  it 
still  retains.    Tliis  place*  is  about  three  miles  above 
Pawtncket  village,  where  the  late  Col.  Simon  Whipple 
resided.    The  Indian  name  of  the  place  was  Wawe- 
poonseag.    This  name  is  mentioned  in  the  Plymouth 
Records  in  describing  the  boundaries  of  the  North 
Purchase  in  1661 :  "  From  Rehoboth  ranging  upon 
Patncket  River,  to  a  place  called  by  the  natives  Wa- 
wepoonseag/  where  one  Blackstone  now  sojourneth." 
Daring  his  residence  here  Mr.  Blackstone  married 
Mrs.  Sarah  Stevenson,  widow  of  John  Stevenson,  of 
Boston,  July  4, 1659.*    She  died  about  the  middle  of 
June,  1678.*    He  survived  his  wife  only  about  two 
years,  and  died  May  26, 1676,'  a  few  weeks  before  the 
commencement  of  tlie  great  Indian  war,  thus  having 
escaped  witnessing  the  horrors  of  that  awful  period 
and  the  complete  destruction  which  awaited  his  fair 
domain.    He  had  lived  in  New  England  about  fifly 
yean,  nearly  ten  years  at  Shawmut  (now  Boston), 
and  forty  at  this  place.    He  must  have  been  quite 
advanced  at  the  time  of  his  death,  probably  not  far 
from  eighty.    A  brief  nbtice  of  his  death  is  furnished 
by  his  friend  Roger  Williams.    At  the  date  of  June 
13,  1676,  he  says,  "About  a  fortnight  since  your  old 
acquaintance,  Mr.  Blackstone,  departed  this  life  in  the 
fonrscore  year  of  his  age.  Four  days  before  his  death 
he  had  a  great  pain  in  his  breast  and  back  and  bowels; 
afterwards  he  said  he  was  well,  had  no  pain,  and 
should  live,  but  he  grew  fainter,  and  yielded  up  his 
breath  without  a  groan."— 4^A  Mass.  Hht,  OolL,  6, 
299. 

Around  him  was  still  a  wilderness  when  death 
snatched  him  from  the  sylvan  retreat  which  beloved, 
but  (though  the  footsteps  of  men  were  fast  approach- 
ing) how  would  he  be  astonished  to  behold  the  region 
around  it  (the  place  which  he  once  thought  secure 
from  the  haunt  of  men)  now,  swarming  with  an  indus- 
trious and  thriving  population  I  How  would  he  grieve 
to  find  the  stream  wlinao  placid  waters  as  they  flowed 
by  his  dwelling  he  delighted  to  contemplate  now  in- 

1  Hb  titl«  to  the  tettdt  whidi  h«  occupied  wet  rrapocted  liy  the  Mym- 
o«th  KOTerameffit,  who  ordered  them  reoordrd  to  him  after  hie  death. 

"  March  A,  1071.  Mr.  Stophen  I*alne,  Br.,  of  Behobotli,  and  Mr.  Nich- 
olae  Taniier  were  appointed  hy  the  eonrt  to  see  Mr.  niackstone*s  land 
teM  Ibffth  aooording  to  the  fnint.**— OM  CoL  Jt»>, 

Hb  eetate  eoneleted  of  about  two  hundred  eoreii. 

*  Thb  te  enppoeed  by  a  writer  in  the  Maaeachneette  Hletorical  Galleo- 
tlone  to  bo  properly  the  name  of  a  brook,  now  en  lied  Abbott*k  Run, 
wblch  eutera  the  river  not  flir  firom  Mr.  Blacketoiie*k  reeldrnce. 

•■*  Mr.  William  Btaeketone  was  married  to  Sarah  Steveneon,  widow,  the 
4tb  of  July,  1660,  by  John  Kndloott,  goremor.**— Tbwn  Reeonh  of  Bottom. 
She  waa  the  widow  of  John  Stoveneon,  of  Doeton,  who  had  by  her  at 
leaat  three  chfldren,— Oncelmna,  bom  26th  10th  montli,  1043 ;  John.  Iiom 
—  7th  month,  164A ;  and  Jamea,  bom  Oct.  1, 1663.  Hia  aeoond  aim,  Jolin 
Stovcnaoa,  lived  with  hia  mother  after  her  marriage  with  Mr.  lllack- 
etooe,  and  after  their  deeeaee  oontinued  at  the  aame  place  during  the 
remalndorofhtollfe. 

*  **  Mr*.  Sarah  DIaekatone,  the  wife  of  Mr.  William  Blocfoa,  waa  buried 
about  the  middle  of  June,  lVn.**^Rohobolk  Beeordt. 

Many  (rf  the  anelent  reeorda  mention  the  day  of  the  burial,  but  not  of 
the  death  of  peraona. 

*  ■*  Mr.  William  BlakMom  burled  ttie  28Ui  of  May,  1766.'*— /». 


terrupted  by  numerous  water- works,  and  the  silence 
which  then  reigned  around  him  now  disturbed  by  the 
buzz  of  thousands  of  spindles  I  To  what  ignoble  pur- 
poses is  his  classic  stream  now  devoted  !  What  a  con- 
trast! It  is  a  change  which  the  peace-loving  spirit 
of  Blackstone  could  not  endure.  To  enjoy  that  soli- 
tude which  was  congenial  to  his  taste  he  would  now 
be  compelled  to  seek  a  new  abode  beyond  the  banks 
of  the  Mississippi. 

Blackstone  was  by  no  means  a  misanthrope,  but  a 
man  of  natural  benevolence,  who  took  this  mode  of 
indulging  his  love  for  solitude  and  securing  the  un- 
restrained enjoyment  of  his  own  sentiments  and 
tastes.  He  did  not  shtin  man  because  he  hated  him, 
but  because  he  loved  solitude  more  than  society.  He 
was  fond  of  study  and  contemplation^  and  here  he 
could  enjoy  both.  Possessing  an  independent  and 
original  mind,  he  Qould  not  brook  the  dogmatical  and 
persecuting  spirit  of  the  age,  and  to  escape  its  in- 
fluence he  fled  to  the  wilds  of  America. 

He  was  not  idle  though  in  solitude.  He  cultivated 
his  garden,  and  reared  his  orchard  with  his  own 
hands,  and  is  said  to  have  been  devoted  to  hi^  books; 
though  meditative  in  his  habits,  yet  cheerful  in  dis- 
position. He  was  acquainted  with  Roger  Williams, 
the  father  of  Rhode  Island, — in  some  respects  a  kin- 
dred spirit,  though  far  from  his  opinions, — and  fre- 
quently went  to  visit  him,  and  occasionally  preached 
at  Providence  and  the  neighboring  towns. 

Among  other  anecdotes  it  is  related  of  him  that  he 
tamed  and  rode  a  bull  into  Providence  and  on  other 
journeys,  but  this  of  itself  was  not  at  that  age  proof 
of  his  eccentricity.  It  was  a  common  practice  in  the 
rude  state  of  the  colonies,  when  horses  were  scarce 
and  it  was  inconvenient  to  keep  them,  to  follow  such 
an  example.  Many  instances  are  known  of  the  same 
custom  among  the  scattered  colonists  on  their  rough 
roads.  Even  John  Alden,  after  the  wedding  of  Pris- 
cilla  Mullins,  took  his  bride  home  on  the  back  of  a 
bull  covered  with  a  rich  broadcloth,  and  led  by  him 
with  a  ring  in  the  nose. 

"  He  was  also  remarkable,"  says  Mr.  Baylies,'  "  for 
his  love  of  children."  When  he  visited  Providence 
he  carried  apples  from  his  orchard  to  give  to  chil- 
dren,— the  first  they  had  ever  seen. — Oallender'i  Dis- 
course, 

At  a  late  centennial  celebration  in  Boston,  under 
the  direction  of  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society, 
a  present  of  apples  was  sent  to  their  table  from  Cum- 
berland, said  to  have  grown  on  the  trees  which  grew 
from  the  sprouts  of  those  in  Blackstone's  orchard. 
Some  of  the  trees  planted  by  his  own  hands  were  liv- 
ing one  hundred  and  forty  yeiurs  after  they  were  set 
out. 

He  left  one  son,  John  Blackstone,  who,  it  is  sup- 
posed, "settled  somewhere  near  New  Haven."     Of 


*  "  Memoire  of  Plymouth  Oolony,**  which  ia  a  work  of  great  Intereat, 
embodying  a  large  amount  of  hletorical  information  on  the  Old  Oolony. 
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him  history  says  little  or  nothing;  but  by  diligent 
research  I  have  ascertained  a  few  particulars. 

He  was  a  minor  when  his  father  died,  and  had 
guardians  appointed  by  the  court^  He  lived  on  his 
inheritance  till  1692,  when  he  sold  his  lands  to  David 
Whipple,'  and  soon  after  removed  to  Providence,  and 
for  a  while  contented  himself  with  the  humble  occu- 
pation of  a  shoemaker.  There,*  it  is  probable,  he 
married  his  wife  Katharine,  and  continued  to  reside 
till  1718,  when  he  returned  to  Attleborough,  and  with 
his  wife  was  legally  warned  out  of  town.*  He  is  pre- 
sumed to  be  the  person  mentioned  in  the  records,  as 
no  other  of  that  name  has  been  known  in  this  part  of 
the  country. 

It  wus  generally  supposed  by  historians  that  the 
family  was  extinct,  and  that  the  blood  of  Blackstone 
"  runs  not  in  the  veins  of  a  single  human  being." 
Kecent  research  has  led  to  the  belief  that  his  son  re- 
moved to  Branford,  Conn.,  and  settled  on  a  neck  of 
land  not  far  from  New  Haven,  where  several  families 
of  that  name  have  lived  for  many  years.  As  John 
Blackstone  disappeared  from  Attleborough,  it  is  prob- 
able that  he  removed  and  settled  there.  I  have  been 
informed  that  there  was  a  family  of  that  name  who 
lived  there  in  seclusion  for  many  years. 

His  son-in-law,  John  Stevenson,  came  with  his 
mother  when  she  married  Mr.  Blackstone,  being  about 
fourteen  years  old,  and  lived  with  them  till  their 
death.  At  one  time  it  was  supposed  that  Blackstone 
had  a  daughter  married  to  John  Stevenson,  and  that 
they  lived  with  him.  In  a  romance  called  "The 
Humors  of  Utopia,''  published  many  years  ago,  this 
fancied  daughter  of  Blackstone  is  one  of  the  charac- 
ters introduced  into  the  work,  in  which  she  doubtless 
figures  as  a  creature  of  the  field  and  forest,  and  ap- 
pears in  all  the  simplicity  of  her  native  charms;  and 
it  seems  a  pity  to  dissolve  this  ''gay  frost-work  of 
fancy"  and  dissipate  the  fair  vision  into  the  cold  re- 
ality. The  "son-in-law"  of  Blackstone  proves  to  be 
only  the  son  of  the  widow  of  John  Stevenson,  who 
afterwards  became  the  wife  of  Mr.  Blackstone.  This 
belief  then  prevailing  was  doubtless  founded  on  the 


1  "June  lat,  1G75.  Lieut.  Hunt,  Bnsign  Smith,  and  Mr.  Daniel  Smith 
•re  appointed  and  autliorised  bjr  the  court  to  talce  some  present  care  uf 
the  eetiite  uf  Mr.  William  Blackstone  deceaeed,  and  of  hla  eon  now  left 
by  him ;  and  to  see  that  the  next  court  he  do  propose  a  man  tu  the  court 
to  be  IiIm  guardian ;  which  In  case  he  do  neglect,  the  coui-t  will  then  see 
cause  to  muko  choice  of  one  fur  him.*' — Otd  Ool.  liee. 

"  Oct.  27th,  1676.  Mr.  Nathaniel  Paine  and  Mr.  Daniel  SroiUi  are  ap- 
pointed and  approved  by  the  court  to  be  guardians  unto  John  Uiuck- 
stone,  tiie  son  uf  William  Blackstone  deceased.** — Ih. 

*  The  oiigiuul  deeds,  with  John  Blackstone*s  siguuture,  are  still  in 
existouce,  and  were  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Julin  Whipple,  of  Cumber- 
land. The  first  is  dated  Sept.  10,  1602.  He  spells  his  name  Blaxton, 
which  was  undoubtedly  at  the  time  the  true  orthography. 

3  There  is  no  record  uf  his  marriage  in  Uiis  town. 

*  For  what  cause  does  not  appear,  but  may  be  coqjeotured.  He  had 
probably  squandered  his  property,  for  tradition  says  he  inherited  but  a 
small  share  of  his  father*s  prudence,  and  it  was  doubtless  as  a  precau- 
Uon  against  future  liability  for  support,  which  was  a  customary  proceed- 
ing in  those  days;  it  was  a  civil  and  not  a  criminal  process,  and  does  nut 
Imply  anything  against  the  moral  character  of  the  person. 


error  contained  in  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Col- 
lections in  a  short  sketch  of  Mr.  Blackstone,  where  It 
was  stated  that  he  had  two  children,  a  son  and  a 
daughter.  He  came  into  possession  of  a  part  of  his 
father-in-law's  estate,  as  appears  by  the  following 
order  of  Plymouth  Court,  passed  June  10, 1675,  about 
two  weeks  after  Blackstone's  decease. 

*'  WHEitEAB  the  court  is  informed  that  one  whose 
name  is  John  Stevenson,  son-in-law  to  Mr.  William 
Blackstone,  late  deceased,  was  very  helpful  to  his 
father  and  mother  in  their  life-time,  without  whom 
they  could  not  have  subsisted  as  to  a  good  help  and 
instrument  thereof,  and  he  is  now  left  in  a  low  and 
mean  condition,  and  never  was  in  any  measure  rec- 
ompensed for  his  good  service  aforesaid,  and  if  (as  it 
is  said  at  least)  his  father-in-law  engaged  to  his  mother 
at  his  marriage  with  her  that  he  should  be  considered 
with  a  competency  of  land  out  of  the  said  Blackstone's 
land  then  lived  on,  which  had  never  yet  been  per- 
formed ;  and  forasmuch  as  the  personal  estate  of  the 
said  William  Blackstone  is  so  small  and  inconsidera- 
ble, that  he  the  said  Stevenson  cannot  be  relieved  out 
of  it;  this  court,  therefore,  in  eonsideration  of  the  pre- 
mises, do  order  and  dispose  fifty  acres  of  land  unto 
the  said  John  Stevenson,  out  of  the  lands  of  the  said 
William  Blackstone,  and  five  acres  of  meadow  to  be 
laid  out  unto  him  by  Ensign  Henry  Sniitli  and  Mr. 
Daniel  Smith,  and  Mr.  Nathaniel  Paine,  according  as 
they  shall  think  meet,  so  as  it  may  be  most  commo- 
dious to  him  or  as  little  prejudicial  to  the  seat  of  Mr. 
William  Blackstone  as  may  be.  By  order  of  the 
court  for  the  jurisdiction  of  New  Plymouth."* — Old 
Ool.  Jtec, 


*  The  bounds  uf  this  grunt  are  recorded  in  Uie  records  of  the  North 
Purchase,  Uook  1st,  p.  47.  Extracts  are  nuide  fur  the  gratiflcuUon  of 
tliose  who  may  wish  to  know  the  situation  of  his  lauds. 

**  Jtnp.  Fifty  acrrs  of  upland  lying  upon  I'awtucket  Blver,  most  of  it 
upon  the  South  Nock,  being  imrt  of  that  land  that  was  left  fur  Mr.  WU- 
liam  Blackstone,  and  granted  by  the  Court  to  John  Stevenson :  bounded 
to  the  eastward  the  land  uf  John  Fitch  and  the  Common ;  westerly,  Pa- 
tucket  River,  and  southerly ;  to  the  uorUiward,  tho  land  of  John  Ulack- 
stone,  it  being  106  rods  long.** 

The  five-acre  lot  of  meadow  mentioned  in  the  grant  is  also  recoixled 
as  laid  out  by  tho  Commivsltfuei-s. 

1st.  Two  ad'esuf  uiendow  adjoining  tu  tho  said  lantU  lying  iu  two 
pieces,  one  piece  within  the  former  tract  of  land  and  the  uUier  by  the 
river  side  upon  the  Southri  luuust  end  of  it. 

2d.  "  Three  acres  of  fresh  muadow  lying  at  the  northeast  corner  of 
the  meadow  commonly  known  by  the  name  of  Ulackstone*8  tireat 
Bloadow,*  from  a  white  oak  tree  marked,  and  so  through  the  breadth 
of  tho  meadow  to  tho  llun,  tho  Bun  bounding  it  to  tho  uurtliards;  wuit- 
ward,  the  meadow  uf  John  Bluckslune;  eastward,  the  swamp;  south- 
ward, the  upland.'* 

There  is  anotlier  tract  which  he  probably  purchased.  **  Vitly  acres  of 
upland,  moro  or  leM,  bounded  ea«t  the  laud  of  Ensign  Nich.  IVck  and 
Bob.  Blilier;  north,  the  land  of  Sam.  Carpenter;  went,  a  highway  four 
rods  wide  (between  John  Uluckstune's  lund  and  tliiit  lut)  and  a  litUe 
piece  of  ciimmou  land;  south,  coming  near  John  Fitch*s  grave,  to  the 
Common. 

"  There  is  to  be  taken  out  of  this  lot  a  highway  2  rods  wide  next  to 
Sam.  Carpenter's  land  to  meet  with  the  highway  at  the  east  end  of  said 
Carpenter's  lot.** 

Likewise  ten  acres  of  land  allowed  to  John  Stevenson  by  the  king's 

*  Onen  called  in  the  Records  the  ParBon*s  Meadow. 
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Stevenson  acquired  a  taste  for  solitary  life  by  living 
with  Blackstone,  and  resided  here  (it  is  believed, 
alone)  till  his  death.  There  is  no  evidence  of  his 
ever  having  been  married.  Uis  time  was  devoted  to 
the  cultivation  of  his  lands  and  the  pleasures  of  hunt- 
ing, lie  died  Sept.  16,  1695.  His  brother,  James 
Stevenson,  of  Springfield,  was  appointed  his  adminis- 
trator, who  returned  an  inventory  Oct.  11, 1695,  from 
which  it  appears  that  his  whole  estate  was  valued  at 
£67.  5.  2.' 

This  is  all  the  account  which  1  can  find  of  the  first 
settler  within  the  bounds  of  the  North  Purchase  and 
of  those  connected  with  him.  But  his  name  will  be 
preserved  in  perpetual  remembrance,  for  it  is  insep- 
arably attached  to  that  noble  river  which  flows  past 
the  site  of  his  ancient  and  solitary  dwelling.  His 
name  is  also  transferred  to  works  of  art.  His  name 
has  been  assumed  by  towns,  and  banks,  factories,  and 
the  streets  of  our  cities.  He  has  become  a  prominent 
historic  character  in  the  colonization  of  New  Eng- 
land, and  a  striking  figure  on  the  canvas  of  its  his- 
tory. Just  mystery  enough  about  his  life  to  attract 
and  interest  the  reader.  The  Valley  of  the  Blackstone 
has  become  celebrated  as  a  manufacturing  district, 
and  contributes,  by  the  advantages  of  its  water-power, 
to  the  wealth  and  industry  of  New  England.  Hardly 
CfHtId  Blackstone,  the  lover  of  undisturbed  solitude 
and  quiet,  have  dreamed  when  he  forsook  the  penin- 
sula of  Boston  and  built  his  lonely  dwelling  on  the 
banks  of  this  placid  stream,  that  his  peaceful  retreat 
would  be  so  soon  the  scene  of  industry  and  the  abode 
of  a  numerous  population,  and  its  silence  broken  by 


Jury  for  land  tor  higbwajra,  taken  out  of  hit  land  lying  on  Uio  Roatherly 
•id«  of  Atiliottli  Ran,  etc 

Another  reeord  of  hmd  oonimencee  thui:  "  Likewise  two  acree  of 
land  that  I  took  up  adjoining  to  my  own  land,  at  the  southerly  end 
of  It,  which  I  had  In  exchange  with  my  brother  John  Blackstone, 
•tc" 

To  gntltj  the  enrloos,  the  boundaries  of  John  BlackRtone*s  lands  are 
added,  by  which  the  precise  location  ot  his  father*s  estate  may  be  ascer^ 
tained. 

imp,  A  hnndretl  and  flfty  acres  of  upland,  swamp,  and  meadow 
ground,  more  or  1«N^  containing  Uie  West  Plain  (commonly  so  called) 
and  laad  ailUaeent ;  bounded,  to  the  northward,  the  land  of  Isaac  Allen ; 
to  the  sonthwanl,  the  land  of  John  StoTenson ;  to  the  westward,  Paw- 
tnrket  Kirer ;  to  the  eastward,  the  land  of  John  Stevenson,  the  high- 
way and  the  undivided  land,  ttiere  running  tiirough  it  a  country  high- 
way to  Pawtncket  River,  fbnr  rods  wide. 

JUkmHm  a  parcel  of  ttmh  meadow  commonly  known  by  the  name  of 
]nackstone*s  Meadow,  being  eight  acres,  bounded  to  the  eastward,  the 
meadow  of  John  Stevenson,  etc 

itihtHm  twenty  acres  (laid  out  to  John  Blackstone,  granted  to  him 
by  the  king's  Jury  ibr  a  way  taken  through  bis  ikrm  to  PaUudM  River), 
running  seventy-elx  rods  N.  W.  and  by  W.,  and  forty-two  rods  8.  W. 
and  by  8.  lionnded  mnnd  by  the  undivided  land ;  this  tract  lying  near 
the  new  niad  to  Pedham. 

iJktttiM  two  acres  which  he  had  upon  exchange  with  his  brother  John 
Stevenson,  adjoining  to  his  own  farm,  on  the  westerly  side  of  the  country 
highway,  next  Uie  honse;  lionnded  easterly  by  the  highway,  westerly 
his  own  farm,  and  southerly  by  a  small  run  of  water,  and  In  considera- 
tion of  it  John  Stevenson  had  two  acres  of  what  John  Blackstone  was 
to  Imve  allowed  by  the  king's  Jury  for  the  highway  through  his  land  to 

Provldeaoe. 

—R0eord»  R.  N.  Pturchtue,  Book  I,  p.  163. 

1  "  Ills  house,  lands,  and  meadows  at  1 00.    His  gnu,  enllass,  and  car- 

loach  box  It).  18. 0.**  etc 


the  busy  works  of  art  I  Were  his  spirit  permitted  to 
revisit  the  scene  of  his  former  enjoyments  he  would 
be  obliged  to  form  a  now  garden  and  plant  a  new  or- 
chard, and  to  seek,  in  a  more  distant  region  of  the 
West,  a  spot  congenial  to  his  taste.' 

The  place  which  he  chose  for  his  residence  is  a 
truly  beautiful  and  romantic  spot,  such  as  a  recluse 
and  a  lover  of  nature  would  select.  The  place  where 
his  house  stood  is  on  the  east  of  a  small  hill,  .the  sur- 
face of  which  would  make  an  acre  or  more;  on  the 
east  is  a  gradual  ascent,  but  on  the  west  it  rises  ab- 
ruptly from  the  river  to  the  height  of  sixty  or  seventy 
feet;  there  the  Blackstone  winds  gracefully  at  its 
base,'  forming  a  slight  curve  at  a  sdort  distance  south 
of  the  hill.  Its  summit  commands  a  fine  view  of  the 
"  valley  of  the  Blackstone"  to  the  distance  of  more 
than  a  mile  on  the  south.  On  the  east  is  a  delightful 
and  fertile  valley  consisting  of  a  few  acres,  which 
opens  to  the  south  on  the  borders  of  the  meadow,  and 
is  bounded  on  the  east  and  northeast  by  a  gentle  emi- 
nence, on  the  top  of  which  runs  the  "  Mendon  road," 
so  oflen  mentioned  in  the  ancient  land  records.  This 
valley  was  cultivated  by  the  hands  of  Blackstone; 
here  was  his  orchard,  where  are  seen  the  stumps  of 
apple-trees,  cut  down  within  a  few  years,  which  are 
said  to  have  grown  from  the  sprouts  of  the  first  trees 
planted  by  him.  His  well  is  still  pointed  out  at  the 
southern  border  of  this  valley.  Though  now  filled  up 
with  moss  and  weeds,  the  pure  water  still  bubbles  up 
from  its  fountains.  His  grave  is  also  designated, 
though  with  less  certainty ;  it  is  in  the  orchard,  about 
two  rods  east  from  the  foot  of  the  hill  and  north  of 
the  well.  The  "  flat  stone  which  it  is  said  marked  his 
grave"  is  not  now  visible.  It  is  either  removed  or 
buried  under  the  surface. 

One  Thomas  Alexander,  who  was  drowned  in  the 
river,  was  buried,  it  is  said,  by  the  side  of  Mr.  Black- 
stone. Is  it  not  probable  that  his  wife  is  also  buried 
at  the  same  place  7 

The  spot  on  which  he  lived  has  returned  to  its  orig- 
inal state  of  nature.  Sixty  years  ago,  or  more,  a 
heavy  growth  of  timber-trees  was  cut  from  this  hill, 
and  its  surface  is  now  thickly  covered  with  young  and 
thrifty  wood.  Oaks  of  a  hundred  years  have  grown 
on  the  garden  of  Blackstone! 

The  name,  it  is  said,  is  not  common  in  England. 
No  one  has  succeeded  in  tracing  his  connections  in 


*  Everything  in  isolation  to  Blackstone  is  interesting  to  the  pnbl|o.  I 
have,  therefore,  been  minute  In  this  deecrlpUon. 

It  could  never  have  occurred  to  him  who,  to  avoid  the  notice  of  men, 
sought  the  sliades  of  solitude,  that  future  ages  would  take  so  deep  an 
interest  In  his  history,  that  he  wonld  be  an  object  of  minute  research  to 
tlie  anUquarlan,  and  that  every  circumstance  connected  with  his  life 
which  could  be  rescued  from  the  hand  of  oblivion  would  be  sought  out 
with  so  much  avidity  I 

*  The  river,  within  forty  years  past,  has  enlarged  Its  channel  at  this 
place,  and  now  washes  the  very  base  of  the  hill,  as  if  attracted  to  the 
spot  by  a  grateful  remembrance  of  him  who  first  sought  Its  banks  and 
loved  its  stream,  and  whose  honored  name  It  now  bean.  The  margin 
of  the  river  was  formerly  three  rods,  at  least,  west  ftxmi  the  hill.  The 
excavations  for  the  railroad  have  also  destroyed  Its  original  shape. 
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his  native  land,  or  finding  his  birthplace.  But  I  have 
found  the  following  memoranda  in  one  of  the  ancient 
local  histories  of  England : 

John  Blaxton,  vicar  of  Osmington,  in  Dorset,  1621. 
In  1650,  Mr.  John  Blaxton  incumbent,  and  had  been 
so  twenty-eight  years.  He  was  the  author  of  the  fol- 
lowing work,  published  in  1634:  "The  English 
Usurer;  or,  Usury  condemned  by  the  moet  learned 
and  famous  Divines  of  the  Church  of  England.  Col- 
lected by  John  Blaxton,  Preacher  of  Qod's  Word  at 
Osmington,  in  Dorsetshire. 

"  London  :  Printed  by  John  Norton,  and  are  to  be 
sold  by  Francis  Bowman  in  Oxford,  1684." 

"  In^  1650-52,  John  Blaxton,  the  vicar,  had  an  aug- 
mentation out  of  Lord  Peter's  impropriation  here." 

There  was  a  Samuel  Blaxton,  June  5, 1662. — IftUch- 
ins*  Dorsetshire,  vol.  i.  p.  432. 

They  were  cotemporary  with  our  Blackstone.  What 
connection,  if  any,  did  they  bear  to  him  7 

The  first  settlement  within  the  bounds  of  the  pre- 
sent town  of  Attleborough  was  in  the  neighborhood 
of  the  Baptist  meeting-house,  where  Hatch's  tavern 
now  stands.  It  was  commenced  by  Mr.  John  Wood- 
cock and  his  sons  soon  alter  the  first  division  in  1669. 
Here  he  built  a  public-house  on  the  Bay  road,  and 
laid  out  lands  to  the  amount  of  about  three  hundred 
acres,  which  afterwards  made  an  excellent  farm.  At 
this  time  and  subsequently  he  took  up,  in  several 
parts  of  the  town,  about  six  hundred  acres,'  part  on 
his  own  shares  and  the  rest  on  rights  which  he  pur- 
chased of  Roger  Amidowne,  James  Redeway,  Andrew 
Willett,  etc. 

His  house  was  occupied  for  a  garrison.  It  was 
licensed  in  1670,  according  to  the  following  record : 

*'  July  5,  1670.  John  Woodcock  is  allowed  by  the 
court  to  keep  an  ordinary  at  the  Ten-Mile  River  (so 
called),  which  is  in  the  way  from  Rehoboth  to  the 
Bay,  and  likewise  enjoined  to  keep  good  order,  that 
no  unruliness  or  ribaldry  be  permitted  there." — Old 
CoL  Bee, 

His  name  first  appears  in  the  Rehoboth  records  the 
28th  4th  month,  1647,  when  he  bought  the  lands 
of  Edward  Patterson.  He  was  admitted  a  freeman 
of  that  town  May  14,  1673. 

Woodcock  was  a  man  of  some  consideration  in 
those  days,  his  name  frequently  appearing  in  town 
offices  and  on  committees.  June  2,  1691,  he  was 
chosen  deputy  to  the  General  Court  from  Rehoboth, 
and  at  several  other  times.  He  was  shrewd,  hardy, 
fearless,  and  adventurous,  a  character  just  suited  to 
the  times  in  which  he  lived,  and  the  circumstances 
in  which  he  was  placed. 

He  held  Indian  rights  in  very  low  estimation.  On 
one  occasion  he  took  the  liberty  of  paying  hiinsey  a 
debt  due  to  him  from  a  neighboring  Indian  without 


1  A  part  of  this  waa  on  Bungay  River  (where  Biahop*a  ahop  lately 
stood),  which  he  couveyed  to  hia  aon  Jonathan,  with  the  saw-niiU  there- 
on standing.  « 


the  consent  of  the  debtor,  or  the  intervention  of 
judge,  jury,  or  sheriflf,  for  which  achievement  he  re- 
ceived the  following  sentence  from  the  court,  an 
example  of  the  rigid  justice  of  the  Puritans : 

"  1654.  John  Woodcock,  of  Rehoboth,  for  going 
into  an  Indian  house  and  taking  away  an  Indian 
child  and  some  goods  in  lieu  of  a  debt  the  Indian 
owed  him,  was  sentenced  to  set  in  the  stocks  at 
Rehoboth  an  hour  on  a  training  day,  and  to  pay  a 
fine  of  forty  shillings." — Old  Ool,  Ree,  Court  Orders^ 
BookSd. 

Woodcock  had  two  wives, — Sarah,  who  died  in 
May,  1686,  and  a  second  one,  Joanna,  who  survived 
him.  He  had  a  large  family  of  children,  some,  if 
not  all,  of  whose  names  I  have  ascertained  (though 
no  record  of  them  is  preserved  on  the  books),  viz., 
John,  Israel,  Nathaniel  (killed  by  the  Indians),  Jon- 
athan, Thomas,  and  at  least  three  daughters,— one, 
married  to  Thomas  Esterbrook;  one,  to  Samuel 
Quild ;  and  another,  Deborah,  to  Benjamin  Onion, 
May  24, 1683.  There  were  two  others  of  this  name 
supposed  to  be  children  of  John  Woodcock,  viz. : 
Alice,  married  to  Baruck  Bucklin,  and  Mary,  mar- 
ried to  Jonathan  Freeman.  There  was  also  a  Sarah 
Woodcock,  who  married  Alexander  ]k)lkcom. 

John  Woodcock,  Sr.,  died  Oct.  20,  1801,  having 
arrived  at  a  very  advanced  age,  in  spite  of  the  many 
attempts  which  had  been  made  by  the  Indians  to  de- 
stroy him.  It  is  said  that  afler  his  death  the  scars  of 
seven  bullet-holes  were  counted  on  his  body.  He 
was  an  inveterate  and  implacable  enemy  to  the  In- 
dians, the  cause  of  which  will  hereafter  appear  in  the 
notice  of  some  events  in  Philip's  war.  In  encounters 
with  them  on  several  occasions  he  ran  imminent  risks 
of  his  life.  He  was  foremost  in  all  enterprines  the 
object  of  which  was  the  destruction  of  the  Indians. 
He  was  a  very  useful  man  as  a  pioneer  in  the  dangers 
of  a  new  settlement,  being  cunning  in  contrivance, 
and  bold  and  active  in  execution. 

Woodcock's  garrison*  was  a  well-known  rendez- 
vous during  the  Indian  wars.  It  was  one  in  a  chain 
of  fortifications  extending  from  Boston  to  Rhode 
Island.  There  was  one  in  Boston ;  one  in  Dedham, 
at  Ames' corner;  Woodcock's,  in  this  place;  one  at 
Rehoboth,'  now  Seekoiik  ;  one,  it  is  said,  at  Swansea ; 
and  another  at  Newport,  on  the  island  ;  and  perhaps 
others  in  the  intermediate  spaces. 

Woodcock's  was  a  famous  station  in  those  early 
times.  The  armies  of  the  colony  frequently  halted 
at  his  garrison  in  their  marches.  It  was  on  the  route 
to  Narragansett  from  Hoston,  in  Philip's  war.  On 
one  occasion,  Dec.  9,  1G75,  six  companies  of  foot, 
commanded  by  Maj.  Appleton,  numbering  four  hun- 


*  This  was  probably  the  only  huuse  (excepting  immediate  ueiglibor's) 
on  the  *'  bay  ruad,*'  between  Ilehubotii  and  Dedham,  though  llii«  wua 
then  the  niuin  road  from  Rliode  Idlaud,  Bristol,  and  UeholM>th  to 
Boston. 

^  SItimted  in  the  centre  of  the  Great  Plains,  ou  the  borders  of  which 
the  first  settlements  were  prlnci|ially  loaited. 
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dred  and  rixty-five,  and  a  company  of  hone  under 
Oapt.  Prentiss,  about  five  hundred  in  all,  a  large 
amiT  for  those  days  (of  course  marching  down  the 
"  Oulde  Bay  Road"),  and  reached  Woodcock's  in  the 
night,  and  there  rested  till  the  next  afternoon,  and 
then  marched  on  to  Seekonk,  where  they  met  the 
army  of  Plymouth  Colony,  under  Gen.  Winslow, 
where  the  two  forces  were  united  and  moved  on  their 
way  to  the  great  Narragansett  fight  The  Massachu- 
setts forces  must  have  rendezvoused  at  Woodcock's 
on  their  return. 

This  stand,  which  is  lately  owned  and  occupied  by 
Col.  Hatch,  is  the  oldest  in  the  county  of  Bristol,  a 
public-house  having  been  kept  on  the  spot  without 
intermission  from  July  6, 1670,  to  this  time,  June, 
1883,  during  a  period  of  one  hundred  and  nixtij'three 
yean.  It  is  situated  on  the  Boston  and  Providence 
turnpike.  I  have  been  at  considerable  pains  to  as- 
certain the  names  of  several  owners  in  succession, 
and  the  times  at  which  they  purchased,  some  brief 
notices  of  which  may  be  interesting  to  the  reader. 

It  was  established  by  John  Woodcock,  as  already 
related,  in  1670,  the  land  having  been  laid  out  and 
cleared  by  him  for  the  purpose.  He  occupied  it 
about  twenty-three  years. 

Feb.  17, 1693-04.  John  Woodcock,  8r.,  of  Reho- 
botii  (with  Joanna  his  wife),  for  £390  money  in  hand 
received  conveys  to  John  Devotion,  of  "Muddy 
River,  formerly  of  Boston,"  a  tract  of  land  contain- 
ing two  hundred  and  ten  acres,  being  "  at  a  place 
commonly  called  Ten-Mile  River  by  a  highway 
called  Wrentham  Lane,"  etc.,  "  with  the  mansion 
or  dwelling-house,  barn,  and  all  other  out-housing 
and  buildings  (the  smith's  shop  only  excepted  stand- 
ing on  the  river) ;'  also  about  thirty  acres  lying  on 
northwest  side  the  country  road  formerly  given  to  his 
son  John  Woodcock,  bounded  by  Ten-Mile  River, 
etc.,  with  his  son's  dwelling-house  and  barn  on  the 
same."  "  John  Devotion  took  quiet  possession  of  the 
same,  April  9, 1694,  in  presence  of  Nathaniel  Brent- 
nall,  William  Chaplain.'" 

Woodcock  laid  out  the  ancient  burying-ground 
near  his  house.  In  the  above-mentioned  conveyance 
is  the  following  reservation  :  "  Except  a  small  parcel 
of  at  least  six  rods  square,  or  the  contents  thereof, 
for  a  burying- place,  in  which  my  wife  and  several  of 
my  children  and  neighbors  are  interred,  with  liberty 
for  my  children  and  neighbors  to  come  upon  and  make 
use  thereof  forever  as  occasion  may  be."* 


1  A  vhop  now  ftandi  on  the  Mme  spot. 

s  In  thit  oonTojanco  to  Devotion  !■  the  following  cnrlons  Item :  **  also, 
•II  the  Mid  John  Woodcock  hln  right  to  and  privilege  In  a  honte  and 
pttstnre  at  Wrentham  for  accommodation  of  hli  famllj  and  horara  on 
SaMiatb  day«  and  other  public  times,  at  occasion  may  be.** 

Prerioos  to  his  removal  he  had  a  honse  at  Behoboth  for  a  similar  pur> 
pose.  From  this  and  oilier  records  It  appears  that  he  and  his  fiunllj 
wore  very  attentive  to  public  wor^ip. 

s  This  is  the  oldest 'gTavejfurd  in  the  town,  where  the  flrst  settlers  are 
iMirled.  It  is  situated  on  tiis  easterly  side  of  the  road  opposite  the 
hotel.    The  flraC  Intemsnt  in  this  place  was  that  of  Nathaniel  Wood- 


John  Devotion  occupied  the  premises  more  than 
seventeen  years.  He  left  no  descendants  here,  and 
after  selling  his  estate  removed  to  Wethersfield,  after- 
wards to  Suffield.*    His  wife's  name  was  Hannah. 

July  10,  1711.  John  Devotion,  for  four  hundred 
pounds  money  paid,  conveys  the  said  farm  (contain- 
ing two  hundred  and  eighty  acres,  more  or  less)  to 
John  Daggett,  of  Chilmark,  in  Dukes  County, 
Martha's  Vineyard  (the  first  of  that  name  who  settled 
in  this  town),  with  twenty-five  acres  on  Nine-Mile 
Run.  Also,  one  whole  share  in  the  undivided  lands 
in  Attleborough. 

April  16, 1722.  John  Daggett,  for  five  hundi-ed  and 
fifly  pounds,  sells  the  same  to  Alexander  Maxcy, 
"  being  his  homestead,  containing  one  hundred  and 
seventy  acres  in  two  parts  on  the  Ten-Mile  Run,  etc., 
at  a  place  called  Mount  Hope  Hill."'  The  said 
Maxcy  died  in  about  a  year  after  this  purchase.  At 
the  division  of  his  estate  (1780)  the  establishment 
passed  into  the  hands  of  his  oldest  son,  Josiah  Maxcy. 
After  his  death,  in  1772  (if  not  before),  it  came  into 
the  possession  of  his  son  Levi  Maxcy,  who  occupied 
it  till  about  1880,  when  he  sold  it  to  Col.  Israil  Hatch. 

The  old  garrison  house  was  torn  down  in  1806,  and 
a  large  and  elegant  building  erected  on  the  spot,  fifty- 
eight  by  sixty  feet,  three  stories  high.'  It  thus  ap- 
pears that  the  first  building  erected  on  the  place  stood 
one  hundred  and  thirty-six  years.  A  great  part  of 
the  timber  was  said  to  be  perfectly  sound,  pierced, 
however,  by  many  a  bullet  received  in  Philip's  war. 
A  relic  of  this  house,  it  is  said,  was  preserved  in  the 
archives  of  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society. 

Several  families  settled  near  Mr.  Blackstone's  seat 
soon  after,  if  not  previous,  to  the  war. 

Another  early  settlement  was  at  the  Falls  (so 
called),  now  the  Falls  Factories.  The  natural  ad- 
vantages of  a  fine  fall  of  water  attracted  the  settlers 
to  the  spot.  The  banks  of  rivers  were  generally  se- 
lected by  the  first  occupants  on  account  of  the  "  nat- 
ural meadows"  which  they  afforded,  and  which  were 
highly  valued  at  a  time  when  the  face  of  the  country 
was  covered  with  forests. 

The  first  person  who  laid  out  lands  at  the  latter 
place  (as  near  as  can  be  ascertained  from  the  records) 
was  John  Daggett,  of  Rehoboth,  who,  in  October, 
1677,  sold  fifty  acres  of  it  to  his  brother,  Thomas 


cock,  who  was  killed  bj  the  Indians  in  Philip*S  war  May,  1878,  and  was 
buried  on  the  spot  where  he  fell,  which  is  still  pointed  out  in  the  centre 
of  the  graveyard.  This  cemetery  is  now  In  a  state  of  dilapidation,  many 
of  the  stones  have  fallen  down,  and  the  whole  Is  going  rapidly  to  decay. 
It  Is  the  duty  of  that  neighborhood  or  the  town  (a  duty  which  grntltnda 
demands)  to  see  the  gronnd  decently  inclosed  and  the  .stones  erected, 
that  the  few  memorials  which  now  exist  of  our  early  ancestry  may  be 
preserved. 

<  He  had  a  son,  John  Devotion,  a  school-master,  living  In  Swansea  in 
1716. 

•  So  called  to  this  day. 

*  The  original  building  only  was  taken  down;  an  addition,  built  at  an 
early  period,  was  moved  a  little  back,  where  it  stood  In  1730,  **  carved 
o*er  with  many  a  long-forgotten  name.**  A  small  remnant,  one  room,  of 
the  old  garrison  might  then  be  seen  a4joining  the  wood-house. 
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Daggett,  of  Martha's  Vineyard.  Edward  HalP  also 
at  an  early  period  owned  fifty  acres  here,  which  he 
gave  by  will  to  his  son  John,  and  he  sold  it  to  John 
Stevenson  and  Samuel  Penfield ;  the  latter  sold  it  in 
1686  to  Thomas  Daggett,  of  Edgartown,  and  Joseph 
and  Nathaniel  Daggett,*  of  Rehoboth.  This  was  the 
land  immediately  around  the  Falls  including  the 
privilege.  The  first  mill  built  there  was  a  "  corn-mill," 
owned  or  occupied  by  the  above-named  Joseph  Dag- 
gett, at  what  time  is  not  known.  This  was  doubtless 
the  first  mill  in  town.  March  80,  1703,  the  town 
voted  that  Jos.  Daggett,  of  Rehoboth,  have  the  priv- 
ilege "  that  the  stream  at  the  Ten-Mile  River  Falls 
shall  go  free  of  all  sorts  of  taxes  until  a  corn-mill 
has  the  constant  custom  of  three-score  families,  and 
if  a  saw-mill  be  built,  that  to  bear  his  equal  share  in 
public  charges  in  said  town." 

Thomas  Butler'  also  laid  out  land  near  the  mill. 

The  southeast  corner  of  the  town  was  early  inhab- 
ited by  people  from  Rehoboth.  The  borders  of  the 
Bay  road,  which  passed  through  the  neighborhood  of 
Newel Ts  and  the  city,  were  occupied  by  some  of  the 
first  settlers.  This  was  the  main  route  from  Bristol 
to  Boston,  and  was  the  first  road  in  town. 

Proceedings  of  the  Proprietors.— The  proprietors 
of  the  Rehoboth  North  Purchase  soon  became  a  dis- 
tinct body  from  the  town,  and  kept  separate  books. 
It  may  be  proper  to  detail  some  of  the  transac- 
tions of  the  proprietors,  which  will  throw  light  on 
our  early  history,  and  give  a  view  of  the  difficulties 
which  they  had  to  encounter  in  the  settlement. 

The  proprietors'  books  commence  in  1672.  Previous 
to  this  their  proceedings  were  recorded  in  the  Reho- 
both town  books.  A  certain  company  (consisting  of 
inhabitants  of  Rehoboth)  purchased,  as  already  ap- 
pears, a  certain  tract  of  land  of  the  Indians,  through 
their  agent,  and  the  title  was  confirmed  by  the  gov- 
ernment,* which  tract  was  called  the  Rehoboth  North 
Purchase.  There  were  eighty-two  purchasers  or  share- 
holders, seventy-six  of  whom  had  whole  shares,  and 
six  half  shares,  making  seventy-nine  whole  shares.^ 
They  called  meetings,  and  from  time  to  time  granted 
divisions  of  so  many  acres  to  a  share,  which  were  laid 
out  to  the  shareholders  by  metes  and  bounds,  by  a  com- 
mittee and  surveyor  chosen  for  the  purpose,  under  such 
regulationa  and  instructions  as  were  established  by  the 
company  and  were  recorded  by  the  clerk  in  the  pro- 
prietors' books.  This  constituted  a  valid  right  to  the 
lands  so  recorded.  In  this  way  all  the  original  titles 
to  land  in  this  region  were  obtained.    A  transfer  of 

1  Then  of  Rehoboth,  previously  of  Taunton.  Admitted  a  freeman  of 
MaMachueetti  May  2,  1038.  One  John  Hall  waa  ailmitted  May  14, 1034, 
and  another  May  6, 1035.  £dward  bad  iieven  children,— John,  born  be- 
fore hit  father  came  to  Rehoboth ;  Samuel,  Jeremiah,  Thomaji,  Pre- 
■erred,  Andrew,  Benjamin,  from  1066  to  1668. 

*  The  last  two  were  the  aona  of  John  Daggett,  the  flrat  of  RehoboUi. 

*  There  were  three  of  the  name  of  Butler  in  town. 

<  No  purchase  of  Indian  lauds  was  valid  without  the  grant  or  oonflr- 
mat  ion  of  the  government. 
<^  What  consideration  was  paid  for  the  purchase  does  not  appear. 


a  share  might  be  made  by  deed,  a  record  of  the  sale 
being  entered  in  the  proprietors'  books ;  or,  a  person 
might  obtain  a  title  to  lands  by  purchasing  of  a  pro- 
prietor a  right  to  lay  out  a  certain  number  of  acres 
in  a  division  already  granted,  which  would  be  recorded 
to  him  in  the  same  manner  as  to  the  original  owner. 

The  grant  was  first  made  to  such  inhabitants  of 
Rehoboth  as  held  a  fifty  pounds  estate  and  upwards, 
they  having  made  the  purchase ;  but  in  1670  all  who 
were  then  inhabitants  of  that  town  were  admitted  as 
proprietors  by  entering  their  names,  as  appears  by  the 
following  extract  from  a  court  order  passed  Oct.  7, 1670. 

'*  Whereas,  the  lands  on  the  northerly  side  of  Re- 
hoboth, now  sold  by  deed  and  passed  over  to  the  pro- 
prietors of  that  town,  viz.,  to  all  that  hold  lands  there 
from  a  fifty  pounds  estate  and  upwards;  yet  by  mutual 
affreemeiU  aniougit  tticiiutelveB  all  the  inhabitants  were 
taken  in  to  be  joint  purchasers,  it  is  determined  that 
the  names  of  such  as  were  not  comprehended  in  the 
above-mentioned  deed  shall  be  entered  in  their  town 
records  and  in  the  public  records  of  the  colony,  to  be, 
if  they  desire  it,  as  full  and  equal  purchasers  and 
proprietors  in  those  lands  as  the  rest." 

These  lands  were  at  first  exempted  from  full  taxa- 
tion "  to  accommodate  the  poorer  sort  with  land,  and 
yet  so  as  not  to  oppress  them  as  much  otherwise." 
The  court  ordered  '*  that  all  the  north  lands,  both 
farms  and  else,"  should  be  taxed  in  a  rate  separate 
from  the  town  of  Rehoboth,  and  should  pay  thirty 
shillings  in  a  £40  rate  to  the  colony,  and  in  the  same 
proportion  in  the  ministerial  and  other  charges, 
"  until  the  court  shall  see  cause  otherwise  to  dispose 
concerning  them,  until  which  time  they  shall  be  and 
remain  within  the  constuhlerick  of  the  township  of 
Rehoboth."  Oct.  7,  1670. 

The  proprietors  sometimes  exercised  legislative 
powers,  which  were,  however,  to  some  extent,  author- 
ized by  statute. 

June  10,  1707.  Voted  that  all  who  have  lands  laid 
out  in  the  North  Purchase,  and  have  not  renewe<l 
their  bounds  since  the  1st  of  March  last,  shall,  be- 
tween this  date  and  the  last  of  September  next,  re- 
new the  same,  or  forfeit  the  sum  of  ten  8hiliin(/8,  to  be 
recovered  as  a  debt  due^  the  one-half  to  tfie  infonner  and 
the  other  haJf  to  the  proprietors^  any  one  of  whom  are 
autliorized  to  prosecute  this  act. 

At  the  same  meeting  it  was  ordered  that  all  the 
timber  cut  on  the  undivided  lands  should  be  forth- 
with seized,  and  a  committee  was  appointed  to  hear 
and  determine  by  what  right  it  was  cut,  and  if  found 
without  good  right,  then  to  take  the  methods  of  the 
law  in  that  case  provided. 

Sept.  16,  1707.  Voted  that  the  committee,  with  the 
surveyor,  shall  lay  out  all  needful  highways  for  the 
proprietors  in  said  purchase,  and  make  restitution  to 
persons  whose  lands  are  taken  for  this  purpose  in  any 
of  the  undivided  lands.* 

*  A  large  proportion  of  the  highwaysof  tltistown  were  laid  out  by  the 
proprietors,  accompanied  by  the  selectmen. 
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November,  1708.  The  proprietors  chose  a  commit- 
tee to  look  after  the  northerly  bounds  of  their  pur- 
chase. At  this  time  commenced  the  long  and  tedious 
contest  about  the  northern  boundary  of  the  purchase, 
which  was  tlie  Old  Colony  line.  The  subject  was 
discossed  at  every  meeting,  and  committees  often 
appointed  to  devise  means  of  protecting  the  rights 
of  the  purchasers.  Petitions  were  sent  to  the  Gen- 
eral Court,  counsel  were  employed  to  defend  their 
rights,  and  finally  a  petition  and  an  agent  were  sent 
to  England. 

July  21,  1714.  Voted  that  two  acres  of  land  on  the 
hill  before  Mr.  David  Freeman's,  where  the  burying- 
place  now  is,  shall  be  laid  out  for  a  burying-place  for 
Attleborough.  This  is  the  graveyard  near  the  vil- 
lage called  the  city. 

June  13, 1717.  Voted  unanimously  that  Col.  Na- 
thaniel Paine,  Esq.,  Mr.  Richard  Waterman,  Esq., 
Jjieut.  Anthony  Sprague,  Mr.  Daniel  Jenks,  and  Mr. 
Daniel  8mith  be  a  committee  to  see  to  the  northerly 
bounds,  hereby  giving  them  full  power  to  act  in  all 
respects  in  behalf  of  the  whole  propriety  concerning 
running  the  line  between  Attleborough,  Wrentham, 
and  Dedham,  where  it  ought  lawfully  to  be  stated 
according  to  our  purchase  deed. 

July  14,  1717.  The  committee  were  authorized  to 
defend  all  suits  of  law  that  may  be  commenced  by 
any  person  or  persons  against  the  propriety,  and  to 
empower  any  attorney  or  attorneys  that  may  be  need- 
ful for  advice,  and  further  to  commence  any  action  or 
actions  that  they  may  think  proper  for  the  benefit  of 
the  said  propriety. 

Nov.  2,  1720.  Voted  that  the  former  committee 
still  proceed  with  their  petitions,  even  until  they 
send  to  England  about  the  right  of  our  northern  line 
(if  they  cannot  be  heard  in  our  own  government), 
and  that  the  expense  be  paid  by  the  proprietors 
according  to  their  several  interests. 

Voted  that  one  hundred  acres  of  undivided  land 
be  sold  to  defray  the  expenses  of  defending  the 
northern  line.' 

Feb.  21,  1726-27.  Voted  that  any  person  or  per- 
sons who  will  sue  for  our  rights  in  the  land  chal- 
lenged by  Dorchester  or  Stough ton,  Wrentham  and 
Bellingham,  and  to  the  south  of  Nathan  Wood- 
ward and  Solomon  Saffrey's  line,  and  on  the  north 
of  the  town,  and  all  that  part  that  lieth  within  their 
challenge,  shall  have  the  fourth  part  of  said  tract  of 
land  if  they  recover  it  to  the  use  of  the  propriety. 
Maj.  Leonard,  Esq.,  Capt  John  Foster,  and  Ensign 
Daniel  Peck  appeared  in  said  meeting  and  accepted 
the  offer. 

June  5, 1727.  At  this  meeting  a  petition  in  rhyme 
was  presented  by  one  Joshua  Barrows,'  at  that  time  a 
well-known  extempore  rhymster,of  whose  productions 


1  At  •  •■bteqiient  m««Ung,in  1762,  the  olerk  wm  authoriied  to  Mil  to 
any  of  th«  imvprlolora  MTotitj>nln«  and  one-half  acree  of  undivided  land 
mt  d§H  iktttl»g9  Itrat/tal  MMmp  jMr  aer«. 

t  He  to  aald  to  have  beM  enUrelj  Ullterate. 


many  specimens  are  still  remembered,  and  of  whose 
wit  and  eccentricity  tradition  has  preserved  numerous 
anecdotes.  He  seems  to  have  suffered  the  common 
fate  of  poets,  poverty.  His  petition  is  recorded  at 
length  in  the  proprietors'  books,  which  Is  transcribed 
merely  for  the  amusement  of  the  reader : 

**  Tonr  Hononi  now  I  do  Implore 
To  read  mj  poor  petition ; 
I  hope  your  hearta  will  opan  be 
To  pity  my  condition. 

**  Ten  acree  of  the  common  land 
I  pray  that  you  would  glTe, 
Then  thankful  I  will  be  to  you 
Ae  long  as  I  do  lire. 

**  Such  a  klndncM,  I  muat  eonfe«, 
From  you  I  don*k  deeenre; 
But  when  In  health  I  freely  work^ — 
Why  ehonld  yon  let  me  starret 

**  From  day  to  day  my  dally  bread 
I  get  U  by  my  eweal; 
But,  to  my  eorrow,  I  beg  and  borrow 
When  elekneae  doth  me  1«L      ' 

**  No  more  1  n  rhyme  here  at  ihto  time,  ' ' 

No  more  I  hare  at  hand. 
And  eo  1*11  end,  your  ftdthftil  fHend, 
And  senrant  to  command, — 

**JotHrA  Baebowi. 

**  Attlbborouqii,  June  6, 1727.** 

The  prayer  of  this  petition  our  good-natured  fore- 
fathers could  not  resist.  ''  Upon  the  hearing  of  the 
aforesaid  petition  of  Joshua  Barrows  there  were  sun- 
dry persons  in  said  meeting,  which  were  proprietors, 
which  gave  him  land  to  take  up  upon  their  rights, — 
their  names  are  as  foUoweth,"  etc., — making  in  the 
whole  thirteen  acres  which  were  laid  out  and  recorded 
to  him. 

It  appears  from  the  report  of  a  committee  that  an 
agent  was  actually  employed  in  England  to  defend 
their  boundaries.    In  their  account  are  the  following 

items : 

£    •.  d. 

Paid  for  tlWer  money  to  tend  to  England.. 21    17    6 

Paid  to  Nath.  Brown  for  carrying  the  money  to  Boeton  to  eend 
to  England ..» 9      9    6 

To  expenee  at  Providence,  when  both  committees  met  there 
to  Walton  Qovemor  Jencke,  and  writing  to  tend  to  England 
after  hie  return  flrom  England,  eto.~ ». ..../...    17    6 

Jan.  3, 1760-61.  Chose  Col.  Thomas  Bowen,  Maj. 
John  Foster,  and  Capt.  Samuel  Tyler  a  committee, 
fully  empowering  them  to  prepare  a  petition  praying 
the  General  Court  that  some  effectual  method  may  be 
taken  for  the  perfecting  of  a  straight  line*  from  the 
middle  of  Accord  Pond  (so  called)  westward  to  that 
station  which  is  three  English  miles  south  of  the 

*  The  canee  of  dlsp«ite  was  an  angle  In  the  Old  Colony  line,  which  to 
said  to  have  originated  In  thto  way :  The  commieeionem  who  were  ap- 
pointed In  1640  by  the  two  coloniee  to  mn  the  line  between  them  com- 
menced at  a  rock  called  Bound  Rock  In  the  middle  of  Accord  Pond, 
which  Is  In  the  line  between  Scitnate  and  Ooha«ett  (once  part  of  Illng- 
ham),  Intending  to  reach  by  a  straight  line  the  moet  northerly  point  of 
Plymouth  Oolouy,  on  the  easterly  line  of  Rhode  Island,  but  when  th«y 
had  arrived  within  altont  three  miles  they  dleoovered  that  their  course 
would  carry  them  far  to  the  eonth  of  the  Intended  point  Instead  of 
rectifying  the  whole  line,  they  made  an  angle  and  took  a  new  oonrse  so 
ftir  north  as  to  reach  the  true  point.  At  this  turn  stood  a  large  oak- 
tree,  marked,  which  wns  called  Angle  Trea.  A  large  stona  monument 
has  been  since  erected  on  the  spot  by  AtUeborongh  and  Wrentham. 
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southernmost  part  of  Charles  River,  agreeable  to  a 
settlement  made  by  the  government  of  New  Plymouth 
and  the  Massachuttetts  in  the  year  1640. 

Sept.  26,  1761.  Made  choice  of  James  Otis,  of 
Boston,  and  John  Foster,  of  Attleborough,  Esqs.,  a 
committee,  in  addition  to  Benjamin  Day  and  Nathan- 
iel Smith  (chosen  at  a  former  meeting),  to  present  a 
petition  about  to  be  heard  at  the  General  Court  at 
their  next  session,  and  to  pursue  said  petition  until 
it  is  fully  determined  by  said  court,  and  to  petition 
anew,  if  need  be,  to  have  the  line  settled  on  the 
northerly  part  of  our  purchase. 

May  19,  1752.  Chose  a  committee  and  gave  them 
full  power  to  eject  any  person  or  persons  out  of  the 
possession  of  those  lands  they  have  possessed  them- 
selves of  within  the  North  Purchase  grant  without 
the  consent  of  the  proprietors,  as  also  full  power  to 
sue  and  pursue  any  action  brought  for  the  purpose  to 
final  judgment  and  execution. 

May  27,  1754.  The  committees  of  Rehoboth  North 
Purchase  and  Taunton  North  Purchase  entered  into 
an  agreement  to  commence  actions  of  ejectment 
against  persons  who  had  intruded  upon  their  respec- 
tive purchases,  the  costs  to  be  borne  equally  by  the 
two  proprieties. 

Divisions  of  land  in  the  North  Purchase  have  been 
made  among  the  proprietors  at  different  times  as 
follows: 

1.  A  dWiiioD  of  60  MTM  to  •  tluunt  granted  Mmreh  18, 1668-9 

2.  "  *'  60  AcrM  to  A  tliara  wm  granted  Feb.  18, 1684 

3.  **  **  60«cret,lDa|MUts,2&acrweMh,Oct.Sl,ieM 

4.  **  •*  60  Mr«fl  In  a  lotments,  1703 
6.  **  *'  60  RcrM  WM  granted                  June  10, 1707 

6.  "  ••   60  "  "  July  21, 1714 

7.  "  "  20  ••  ••  Feb.  21, 1726-7 

8.  •*  ••  10  ••  ••  April  14, 1736 

9.  »«  u     3  ..  u  April  4, 1760 

10.  "  «  2  "  ••  1703 

11.  "  «  2  "  "  1801 

12.  "  it  I  u  u  Ig20 

13.  «  «  1  M  w  Maj  10, 1833 

The  most  valuable  parts  of  this  purchase  Were  taken 
up  by  these  divisions  many  years  since.  A  small  but 
broken  and  unproductive  remnant  of  this  land  yet 
remains  common  and  undivided  on  Cutting's  Plain, 
on  the  road  from  East  Attleborough  to  Wrentham. 

From  their  records  and  the  extracts  which  have 
been  made  it  appears  that  the  proprietors  made  their 
own  regulations,  gave  their  own  titles  to  lands,  and, 
in  fact,  enacted  all  their  laws  relative  to  the  owner- 
ship and  the  original  conveyance  of  lands  included 
in  their  purchases. 

Names  of  the  Clerks  of  the  Propriety. 
William  Carpenter,  Jr.,  chosen  May  17,  1682, 
Daniel  Smith,  "      May  31,  1703, 

Noah  Carpenter,  "      April  23, 1724, 

John  Robbins,  Jr.,  "      May    1,   1762. 

John  Daggett,  "      Dec.  9,   1763, 

Ebenezer  Daggett,  "      July  1,  1793,  and 

continued  till  his  death,  March  4, 1832.     Lucas  Dag- 
gett chosen  May  10,  1833. 


CHAPTER   XLI. 

ATTLBBOROUG II.— (  Continutd,) 

Indktn  War— Pieroe*!  figbt:  or,  BetUe  on  the  Blnekttone— Nine  lfe&*e 
Mieery— Tbrefttened  Attack  on  Wrentbani. 

Indian  War. — ^The  few  events  connected  with  this 
war  which  occurred  here  should  not  be  omitted  in  the 
history  of  the  town. 

The  peaceful  regions  which  we  now  inhabit  once 
resounded  with  the  shrill  and  terrible  war-whoop  of 
the  Indian.  These  fields  and  woods,  these  hills  and 
vales  were  once  trod  by  the  wild  hunters  of  the  forest. 
They  were  the  domains  of  another  race  of  men,  who 
have  long  since  passed  away,  and  are  known  only  by 
the  brief  histories  and  scattered  relics  which  their 
conquerors  have  preserved.  But  whatever  relates  to 
them  is  interesting.  They  were  distinguished  by 
many  peculiarities.  They  had  their  savage  vices,  but 
possessed  at  the  same  time  their  savage  virtues.  They 
were  hardy,  bold,  and  warlike. 

The  most  important  and  critical  period  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  colony  was  the  Indian  war  of  1675-76. 
This  was  a  gloomy  and  fearful  period  to  these  infant 
settlements.  The  hour  of  their  destruction  seemed 
to  be  drawing  nigh.  They  were  a  scattered  people, 
spreading  over  a  wide  extent  of  territory,  peculiarly 
exposed  in  their  lives  and  property  to  Indian  depre- 
dations. The  approaching  contest  required  all  the 
patience,  fortitude,  and  courage  which  men  are  ever 
called  to  exercise.  They  had  to  contend  against  fear- 
ful odds.  Nearly  all  the  New  Enghmd  tribes,  em- 
bracing many  thousand  warriors,  had  combined  for 
their  destruction,  guided  by  the  matchless  genius  of 
a  chief  versed  in  all  the  arts  of  savage  warfare.  It 
was  a  war  of  extermination,  a  contest  for  victory  in 
which  there  was  no  quarter,  no  mercy. 

In  April,  1670,  the  Indians,  having  suffered  several 
severe  defeats  in  a  body,  adopted  a  new  mode  of  war- 
fare, and  dispersed  themselves  in  small  parties  over 
the  country,  burning,  killing,  and  destroying  wher- 
ever opportunity  offered.  Among  other  outrages  they 
attacked  Woodcock's  garrison,  *'  killed  one  man  and 
one  of  Woodcock's  sons,  and  wounded  another,  and 
burnt  the  son's  house."  8ome  circumstances  con- 
nected with  this  event  appear  to  have  been  accurately 
preserved  by  tradition,  from  which  and  other  sources 
are  gathered  the  following  particulai-s: 

11  is  sons  were  at  work  in  a  cornfield  near  the  house. 
The  Indians,  concealed  in  a  wood  ^  adjoining  the  field, 
approached  to  its  borders  and  suddenly  fire<l  upon 
tlieni.  The  workmen  fled  to  the  garrison,  leaving  the 
dead  body  on  the  field.  The  Indians,  to  gratify  their 
spite  against  the  family,  cut  off  the  son's  head,  stuck 
it  on  a  long  pole  which  they  set  up  on  a  hill  at 
some  distance  in  front  of  the  house  and  in  full  view 
of  the  family,  to  aggravate  their  feelings  as  much  as 


1  Now  the  niearlow  nn  tlio  oast  <>f  the  tiiniplko  Ih'Iuw  the  brUlge. 
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possible.  From  this  time  Woodcock  swore  never  to 
make  peace  with  the  Indians.  He  ever  after  hunted 
them  like  wild  beasts.  He  was  a  man  of  resolute  and 
determined  character,  and  tradition  says  that  not  a 
few  fell  victims  to  his  vengeance  and  a  sacrifice  to  the 
manes  of  his  murdered  son. 

This  attack  was  in  April.  The  body  of  his  son 
(whose  name  was  Nathaniel)  was  buried  on  the  spot 
where  he  fell,  nearly  in  the  centre  of  the  yard,  which 
has  ever  since  been  reserved  for  a  burying-ground. 

This  attack  was  in  all  probability  between  the  date 
of  Pierce's  fight,  March  26th,  and  April  26,  1676,  and 
niftet  the  attack  on  Wrentham,  when  the  town  was 
burnt. 

His  son  Nathaniel,  as  already  mentioned,  and  a  son- 
in-law  were  killed,  and  one  of  his  sons  was  severely 
wounded  by  several  bullets  in  both  shoulders.  Six 
garrison  soldiers  who  were  stationed  there  had  been 
suddenly  withdrawn,  leaving  him  dependent  upon  his 
own  resources,  and  in  great  danger  from  these  roving 
Indians.  There  were  only  fourteen  persons  living  in 
Woodcock's  settlement  at  the  time,  consisting  of  his 
sons  and  daughters  and  sons-in-law,  and  including 
two  or  three  others,  and  probably  a  man  by  the  name 
of  Rocket,  whose  signature  as  a  witness  appears  on 
several  instruments,  was  one  of  them. 

Under  these  circumstances  Woodcock  applies  to 
the  authorities  for  aid  and  protection  from  both  colo- 
nics. In  his  account  he  refers  to  his  own  losses,  and 
to  the  damage  which  Wrentham  had  already  sus- 
tained by  an  attack  of  the  Indians.  His  statements 
ihust  be  regarded  as  authentic  and  true,  while  they 
correct  some  mistakes  of  early  historians.  Ancient 
accounts  fix  the  date  in  May.  He  entreats  the  gov- 
ernment to  send  him  a  surgeon  to  dress  the  wounds 
of  his  son,  and  thinks  it  might  be  safe  for  him  if  he 
come  in  the  night-time;  and  he  also  begged  that  they 
would  send  him  half  a  dozen  soldiers  to  man  his  gar- 
rison and  supply  the  place  of  the  six  soldiers  who  had 
been  stationed  there  before,  but  had  been  suddenly 
withdrawn.    These  were  certainly  perilous  times. 

Pieroe*s  Fight. — This  town  was  the  scene  of  one 
of  the  most  severe,  bloody,  and  fatal  battles  fought 
during  the  war.  It  took  place  on  Sunday,  March  26, 
1676,  in  that  part  which  is  now  Cumberland,  R.  I., 
near  the  Blackstone  River.  The  spot  is  still  pointed 
out. 

The  government  of  Plymouth,  fearing  that  their 
settlements  would  be  again  attacked  after  so  many 
outrages  had  been  committed  in  Massachusetts,  or- 
dered out  a  company  for  their  defense,  consisting  of 
sixty-three  Englishmen  and  twenty  Cape  Indians,^ 


>  This  aocomit  diffen  In  some  retpocts  from  that  given  by  Oiurch, 
who  atetat  that  there  were  onlj  flfly  whites  *  and  twenty  Cape  Indians. 
I  Iwve  relied,  for  the  moet  of  the  partlcnlare  In  tlile  deeori|ttlon,  on  a 
"  Oontinoed  Aoootint  of  the  nioo«Iy  Indian  War  from  March  till  AuKtist, 
1876,**  now  in  the  bands  of  Mr.  8.  G.  Drake,  Doeton.    It  waa  publialied 

•  Bat  as  lfly*two  Knglish  were  killed,  according  to  Newman's  acconnt, 
there  must  have  been  nu>re  In  the  battle. 


under  the  command  of  Capt.  Michael  Pierce,  of  Sci- 
tuate.  He  immediately  marched  in  pursuit  of  the 
enemy,  who  were  supposed  to  be  in  the  vicinity.  He 
rendezvoused  at  the  garrison  in  Rehoboth  on  Satur- 
day night  The  next  day,  "having  intelligence 
in  his  garrison  at  Seaoonicke  that  a  party  of  the 
enemy  lay  near  Mr.  Blackstone's,  he  went  forth  with 
sixty-three  English  and  twenty  Cape  Indians,"  and 
soon  discovered  four  or  ^^^  Indians  in  a  piece  of 
woods,  who  pretended  to  be  lame  and  wounded,  but 
proved  to  be  decoys  to  lead  the  whites  into  ambuscade, 
for  they  soon  discovered  ^s^  hundred  more  of  the 
enemy.  Pierce,  though  aware  of  their  superiority  of 
numbers,  courageously  pursued  them,  when  they 
began  to  retreat  slowly;  but  there  soon  appeared 
another  company  of  four  hundred. Indians,  who  were 
now  able  completely  to  surround  him.  A  party  of 
the  enemy  were  stationed  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
river  to  prevent  the  English  crossing;  they  were  thus 
attacked  in  front  and  rear  by  an  overwhelming  force. 
Thus  all  chance  of  retreat  and  all  hope  of  escape  was 
cut  off.  This  was  a  most  trying  moment  But  there 
was  no  flinching,  no  quailing.  Each  one  knew  that 
in  all  human  probability  he  must  die  on  that  field, 
and  that,  too,  under  the  most  appalling  circumstances, 
— by  the  hand  of  a  merciless  enemy  who  sought  their 
extermination.  But  bravely  and  nobly  did  they  sub- 
mit to  their  fate.  Each  one  resolved  to  do  his  duty 
and  sell  his  life  at  the  dearest  rate.  At  such  a  time 
the  awful  war-whoop  of  the  Indian  would  have  sent 
a  thrill  of  terror  to  the  hearts  of  any  but  brave  men. 
At  this  critical  juncture  Capt.  Pierce  made  an  exceed- 
ingly judicious  movement  He  formed  his  men  into 
a  circle,  back  to  back,  with  four  spaces  between  each 
man,  thus  enlarging  the  circle  to  its  greatest  extent, 
presenting  a  front  to  the  enemy  in  every  direction, 
and  necessarily  scattering  their  fire  over  a  greater 
surface,  whilst  the  Indians  stood  in  a  deep  circle,  one 
behind  another,  forming  a  compact  mass,  and  present- 
ing a  front  where  every  shot  must  take  effect.'  He 
thus  made  a  brave  resistance  for  two  hours  (all  the 
while  keeping  the  enemy  at  a  distance  and  his  own 
men  in  perfect  order),  and  kept  up  a  constant  and 
destructive  fire  upon  the  Indians.  But  no  courage  or 
skill  could  prevail  in  such  an  unequal  contest  or 
longer  resiift  such  a  force.*  At  last,  overpowered  by 
numbers,  Capt  Pierce  and  fifty-five  English  and  ten 
Cape  Indians  were  slain  on  the  spot,  "  which  in  such 

In  Tiondon  the  same  year,  and  contains  a  mlnnte  and  apparently  accurate 
clotnll  of  this  battle  and  many  of  the  other  Important  events  of  the  war. 
The  work  consiits  of  a  series  of  letters  written  by  a  gentleman  In  Boston 
to  \\\n  friend  In  London,  andpnbllshed  from  time  tu  time  as  they  were 
received.  One  Tulnme  (the  above  mentioned),  containing  three  or  fonr 
letters,  has  been  lately  discovered,  and  was  never  reprinted  in  this 
conn  try. 

*  In  the  words  of  the  acconnt  Just  referred  to,  *'Oipt  Pierce  cast  his 
men  into  a  ring  and  fonght  back  to  back,  and  were  double-doulile  dis- 
tance all  In  one  ring,  whilst  the  Indians  were  as  thick  as  they  coald 
stand  thirty  deep.** 

s  Canonchet,  a  Narragansett  chief,  commanded  in  this  battle.  He  waa 
soon  after  taken  prisoner  and  executed. 
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a  cause  and  upon  such  disadvantage  may  certainly 
be  styled  the  bed  of  honor."  But  this  victory  was 
gained  at  a  great  sacrifice.  The  Indians  lost  as  many 
(not  counting  women  and  children)  as  in  the  great 
swamp-fight  at  Narragansett,  which  were  computed 
at  over  three  hundred. 

An  important  letter,  written  the  day  after  the  bat- 
tle, has  been  of  late  years  discovered  in  the  Library 
of  the  American  Antiquarian  Society,  at  Worcester, 
from  Rev.  Noah  Newman,  the  minister  of  Rehoboth 
at  that  time,  to  Rev.  John  Cotton,  of  Plymouth,  in 
which  he  gives  some  facts  about  the  movements  of 
Oapt.  Pierce,  and  a  list  of  the  killed.  It  appears 
from  his  statement  that  of  Pierce's  company  fifty- 
two  English  and  eleven  Cape  Indians  were  slain.  It 
is  stated  that  he  went  out  with  a  small  party  of  his 
men  and  Indians  from  the  garrison  at  Seekopk  to 
reconnoitre,  and  found  the  enemy  and  attacked  him, 
and  supposed  he  had  damaged  him.  But  being  so 
few  with  him  he  thought  it  prudent  to  retreat,  and 
go  out  next  day  with  a  recruit  of  men.  He  returned 
to  the  settlement  in  Rehoboth,  and  the  next  morn- 
ing, the  fatal  day,  he  marched  out  to  attack  the 
enemy,  taking  pilots  with  him  from  Rehoboth,  who 
were  acquainted  with  the  ground.  Probably  there 
were  some  volunteers  from  Rehoboth  on  the  day  of 
the  fight. 

The  following  is  the  list  of  names  of  Pierce's  men 
contained  in  this  letter :  **  From  Scituate,  eighteen, 
of  whom  fourteen  were  slain,  .viz.:  Capt.  Pierce, 
Samuel  Russell,  Benjamin  Chittenden,  John  Loth- 
rope,  Gershom  Dodson,  Samuel  Pratt,  Thomas  Savary, 
Joseph  Wade,  William  Welcome,  Jeremiah  Bar- 
stow,  John  Ensign,  Joseph  Cowin,  Joseph  Perry, 
John  Rose.  Marshfield,  nine  slain, — Thomas  Little, 
John  Eames,  Joseph  White,  John  Burrows,  Joseph 
Phillips, Samuel  Bump,  John  Low  More,  John  Brance. 
Duxbury,  four  slain, — John  Sprayen,  Benjamin  Soul, 
Thomas  Hunt,  Joshua  Fobes.  Sandwich,  five  slain, 
—Benjamin  Nye,  Daniel  Bessey,  Caleb  Blake,  Job 
Gibbs,  Stephen  Wing.    Barnstable,  six  slain, — Lieut. 

Fuller,  John   Lewis,  Eleazer ,  Samuel  Linnel, 

Samuel  Childs,  Samuel  Benman.  Yarmouth,  five 
slain, — John  Mathews,  John  Gage,  AVilliaui  Gage, 
Henry  Gage,  Henry  Gold.     Eastham,  four  slain, — 

Joseph  Nesselfield,  John  Walker,  John  M. (torn 

off ).  Rehoboth, — John  Fitch,  Jr.,  John  Miller,  Jr.," 
and  doubtless  contained  two  other  names,  John  Read, 
Jr.,  and  Benjamin  Buckland,  as  they  were  entered 
on  Rehoboth  records  as  slain  on  that  day. 

Thomas  Man  is  returned  with  a  sore  wound. 

This  was  the  sorest  defeat  which  the  colony  of  Ply- 
mouth suffered  during  the  war,  and  caused  great  dis- 
tress everywhere,  for  the  numbers  lost  amounted  to 
about  to  about  one-third  of  their  regular  force.  Ac- 
cording to  Church,  not  a  single  white  man  returned 
from  this  bloody  and  fatal  battle-field. 

As  soon  as  the  Rehoboth  people  received  informa- 
tion of  the  dangerous  situation  of  Capt.  Pierce  and 


his  men,  they  despatched  a  company  to  his  assistance, 
who  arrived  in  season  only  to  perform  the  last  offices 
to  the  dead  bodies  of  their  countrymen. 

The  courage  and  resolution  displayed  on  this  occa- 
sion deserve  commendation.  These  brave  soldiers 
were  entitled  to  the  gratitude  of  the  colony,  for  whose 
defense  they  had  thus  sacrified  their  lives.  They 
were  taken  by  surprise,  and  completely  surrounded 
by  a  force  ten  times  tlieir  superior.  Pierce  was  a 
bold  and  adventurous  man — fear  formed  no  part  of 
his  character.  His  men  partook  of  his  courage. 
They  pushed  forward,  perhaps  imprudently,  and  thus 
fell  into  the  snare  which  their  enemy  had  prepared 
for  them.  Considering  the  numbers  engaged,  it  was 
doubtless  the  most  warmly  and  closely  contested  of 
all  the  engagements  which  took  place  during  that 
eventful  period  between  the  white  and  the  red  men. 
Nearly  four  hundred  were  killed  on  both  sides.  His- 
tory has  recorded,  with  applause,  every  feat  of  brav- 
ery, when  performed  on  a  more  conspicuous  station, 
whilst  it  has  often  overlooked  the  humble  tliough 
equally  meritorious  exploit.  It  requires  more  true 
courage  to  die  on  such  a  field,  with  such  a  foe,  than 
on  the  plains  of  Waterloo,  amid  the  "  pomp  and  cir- 
cumstance of  glorious  war." 

The  following  adventure,  in  which  ''Old  Wood- 
cock" was  engaged,  is  abridged  from  a  communica- 
tion in  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Collection,  fur- 
nished by  the  research  of  the  late  Dr.  Mann,  formerly 
of  Wrentham.  It  rests  upon  the  authority  of  tradi- 
tion, but  appears  to  be  well  authenticated. 

A  man  by  the  name  of  Rocket,  in  searching  for  a 
stray  horse,  discovered  a  train  of  forty-two  Indians 
about  sunset;  from  their  appearance  he  suspected 
they  intended  to  attack  the  settlement  at  Wrentham 
the  next  morning,  after  the  men  had  dispersed  to  their 
work ;  he  therefore  followed  them,  secretly,  till  they 
halted  for  the  night,  when  he  hastily  returned  to  the 
settlement  and  gave  notice  to  the  inhabitants.  A 
consultation  was  held,  at  which  it  was  agreed  to  at- 
tack the  Indians  early  the  next  morning.  A  com- 
pany of  thirteen,  under  the  command  of  Capt.  Ware, 
was  hastily  collected  from  Wrentham  and  the  vicinity, 
who,  having  secured  the  women  and  children  and  the 
infirm  in  the  garrison,  set  out  for  the  Indian  encamp- 
ment where  they  arrived  just  before  daylight,  and 
were  posted  within  a  short  distance,  with  ordcrrt  to 
reserve  their  fire  till  the  enemy  began  to  decamp. 

Between  daylight  and  sunrise  the  Indians  suddenly 
rose  from  their  resting-places,  when,  upon  a  signal 
given,  a  general  discharge  was  made,  which  threw 
them  into  the  utmost  consternation.  Some,  in  their 
confusion,  while  attempting  to  escape,  leaped  down  a 
precipice  of  rocks  from  ten  to  twenty  feet  in  height; 
some  of  the  fugitives  were  overtaken  and  slain.  Two 
of  them,  who  were  closely  pursued,  attempted  to  con- 
ceal themselves  in  Mill  Brook,  where  they  were  found 
and  killed.  It  is  related  that  one  Woodcock  dis- 
charged his  long  musket,  called  in  those  days  a  buc- 
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caneer,  at  a  fugitive  Indian,  at  the  distance  of  eighty 
rods,  and  broke  his  thigh-bone  and  then  killed  him. 

The  number  of  Indians  killed  was  from  twenty  to 
twenty-four,  and  not  one  of  the  whites.  The  place 
where  this  bold  adventure  occurred  is  in  that  part  of 
the  ancient  Wrentham  which  is  now  Franklin.  The 
laige  rock  where  the  Indians  were  encamped  is  to 
this  day  called  Indian  Rock,  The  time  is  not  cer- 
tainly ascertained,  but  it  was,  without  much  doubt, 
in  the  spring  or  summer  of  1676,  when  the  Indian 
forces  were  dispersed  in  parties  throughout  the  coun- 
try. 

Hine  Hen*s  Hiseiy. — ^This  is  the  name  of  a  spot 
in  Cumberland,  R.  I.,  where  nine  men  were  slain  in 
Philip's  war.  This  place  is  near  the  house  of  the  late 
Elislia  Waterman,  Esq.,  just  north  of  Camp  Swamp 
(so  called).  The  only  circumstances  of  this  event 
which  I  have  gathered  are  these:  A  company  of  nine 
men  were  in  advance  of  or  had  strayed  from  their 
party  for  some  purpose,  when  they  diBcovered  a  num- 
ber of  Indians  near  this  spot,  whom  they  immedi- 
ately pursued  and  attacked,  but  a  large  number  of 
the  enemy  rushed  out  of  the  swamp  and  surrounded 
them.  The  whites,  placing  their  backs  to  a  large 
rock  near  by,  fought  with  desperation  till  every  one 
of  them  was  killed  on  the  spot.  The  rest  of  their  party, 
who  were  within  hearing  of  their  guns,  hastened  to 
their  succor,  but  arrived  too  late  to  render  them  any 
assistance.  Their  bodies  were  buried  on  the  spot, 
which  is  now  designated  by  a  large  pile  of  stones.' 

I  have  seen  no  notice  of  this  occurrence  in  history, 
but  as  to  the  main  fact  there  can  be  no  doubt.  The 
bones  of  these  men  were  disinterred  not  many  years 
ago  by  some  physicians  (for  anatomical  purposes), 
and  were  found  nearly  perfect.  But  the  people  in  the 
vicinity  insisted  upon  their  being  restored,  which  was 
accordingly  done.  One  of  the  slain  was  ascertained 
to  be  a  Bucklin,  of  Rehoboth,  from  the  remarkable 
circumstance  of  a  set  of  double  front  teeth  which  he 
was  known  to  possess. 

The  time  when  this  happened  none  of  my  infor- 
mants can  tell,  but  there  is  good  reason  for  believing 
that  it  was  at  or  about  the  time  of  Pierce's  fight.' 

June  17, 1676,  it  was  supposed  that  Philip  was  with 
one  of  these  marauding  parties,  and  the  measures 
which  were  taken  for  Woodcock's  protection,  and  for 
other  purposes. 

The  following  orders,  fortunately  discovered,  from 
the  Massachusetts  government,  furnish  material  for 
the  history  of  the  war,  and  throw  light  upon  those 
stirring  and  perilous  times : 


1  It  WM  probiUily  a  pnrty  attempting  to  eacape  from  Plerc«*a  flglit,  and 
wlio  went  piirpied  and  rarnmnded  by  the  MTafM  at  Uiit  place.  It  Is 
■MnUoned  In  Knne  of  the  old  records  aa  **  Mine  Men's  Misery**  and 
**  Dead  Men*s  ^Bones.** 

*  Bereral  of  the  Rehoboth  people  were  slain  the  26th  of  March,  1676, 
the  time  of  Pleree's  flght,  i\%^  John  nteh,  Jr.,  John  Read,  Jr.,  Bm^mmiM 
BmeUtmd,  John  Miller,  Jr.  Roliert  Beers  (an  Irishman  and  theii  an  in- 
iMbitaat  of  Rehoboth)  was  slain  the  28th  of  March ;  Nehemlah  Sabin 
la  Jane  following. 


"At  a  meeting  of  the  Council  held  at  Boston,  17th 
of  June,  1676,  at  8  of  the  clock,  the  Council  being 
informed  that  the  Indians  are  skulking  to  and  again 
about  Wrentham,  Woodcock's,  or  Mount  Hope,  and 
have  of  late  done  mischief  to  the  English:  It  is 
ordered  that  the  Major  of  Suffolk  issue  out  his  orders 
forthwith  for  such  a  party  as  he  judgeth  it  fit  and 
necessary,  to  repair  to  Dedham  on  2d  day  next  early, 
and  range  the  woods  to  and  again  for  the  discovery, 
distressing,  and  destroying  of  the  enemy  wherever 
they  find  them,  committing  the  conduct  of  that  party 
to  whom  he  sees  meet,  ordering  that  each  soldier  be 
completely  armed  with  firearms  and  ammunition, 
and  provisions  for  four  days. 

''  Passed  by  the  Council. 

"  Edw.  Rawsok,  SecreiaryJ* 

Instructions  for  Capt  Thomas  Brattle : 
''  Ordered  to  take  twenty  of  the  troops,  with  such 
ofllcers  as  he  may  choose,  and  an  ofiicer  and  ten 
troopers  of  Lieut.  Halley's  troope,  and  march  to  Ded- 
ham, where  are  ordered  to  be  an  ofllcer  and  eighteen 
foot  soldiers  mounted,  from  Dorchester,  six  from  Rox- 
bury,  and  twenty-four  from  Dedham,  with  an  officer, 
all  appointed  to  be  at  Dedham,  the  rendezvous,  this 
day,  at  four  p.m.,  etc.  You  are  to  march  with  your 
troopers  and  dragoons  to  be  at  John  Woodcock's  by 
midnight,  where  you  shall  meet  with  an  Indian  pylot, 
and  his  file  of  musketeers,  which  pylot  hath  engaged 
to  bring  you  upon  Phillip  and  his  company,  who  are 
not  above  thirty  men,  as  he  saith,  and  not  ten  miles 
from  Woodcock's.  Be  sure  to  secure  the  pylot  to 
prevent  falsehood  and  escape.  In  case  you  meet  not 
with  a  pylot  at  Woodcock's,  you  are  to  send  to  Mr. 
Newman  at  Rehoboth,  and  let  him  know  of  your 
being  there." 


CHAPTER   XLII. 

ATTLBBOROUGH.— (  Continue.) 

First  Parish  and  Ohnrch  in  Town— Notices  of  Hab^ah  Weld,  Wilder, 
and  others — DiTialon  of  the  Town  Into  two  Parishes  Bast  Parish,  its 
History— Notices  of  the  Ministers— North  Baptist  Oharob— Notlcss  of 
Its  Pastors— Notices  of  Modem  Bellgioos  Sodeliea. 


The  Hinistry. — For  many  years  the  town  consti- 
tuted one  parish,  and  was  not  divided  till  April  7, 
1743.  For  some  time  after  its  incorporation  it  was 
not  able  to  support  a  preacher,  owing  to  the  small 
number  of  its  population. 

The  first  settled  minister  in  town  was  Rev.  Matthew 
Short,  son  of  Henry  Short,  of  Newburg.  He  was  a 
young  man  when  he  came  to  this  town.  He  was  born 
March  14,  1788,  and  graduated  at  Harvard  College 
in  the  class  of  1709.  He  was  chosen  by  the  parish 
Oct.  1,  1711,  and  ordained  Nov.  12,  1712,  over  the 
church  constituted  at  the  same  time.  Difficulties 
soon  arose  between  him  and  his  people,  which  (after 
many  ineffectual  attempts  to  reconcile  them)  finally 
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resulted  in  his  dismission,  May  81,  1716.  He  con- 
tinued in  this  town  only  about  four  years,  having 
preached  here  one  year  before  his  ordination.  Of  hb 
previous  or  subsequent  history  but  little  is  known. 
He  removed  to  Easton,  and  became  the  first  settled 
minister  of  that  town,  where  he  remained  in  harmony 
with  his  people  till  his  death,  in  1731,  aged  forty- 
three  years,  leaving  ten  children, — three  sons  and 
seven  daughters. 

According  to  the  articles  of  agreement  made  with 
Mr.  Short,  Dec.  20, 1711,  he  was  to  have  fifty  pounds 
a  year  for  the  first  six  years;  one-third  to  be  in  money 
and  **  the  other  two-thirds  in  grain,  beef,  pork,  butter, 
or  cheese,  any  or  either  of  them  at  current  price." ' 
At  the  seventh  year  his  salary  was  to  be  raised  to 
sixty  pounds,  payable  as  above,  and  there  to  continue 
until  there  should  be  one  hundred  families  in  town 
capable  of  paying  public  taxes  in  the  judgment  of 
the  selectmen  for  the  time  being,  and  then  it  was  to 
be  seventy  pounds  per  annum.  He  was  also  to  have 
the  use  of  the  ministerial  house  and  lands  so  long  as 
he  should  continue  in  his  pastoral  office. 

Mr.  Short  was  married  to  Miss  Margaret  Freeman, 
of  Attleborough,  by  Justice  Leonard,  Dec.  27,  1711. 
He  had  two  daughters  while  in  this  town,  Anna  and 
Judith. 

The  first  meeting-house  was  built  in  1710.  It  was 
not,  however,  entirely  completed  until  1714.  It  was 
thirty  feet  square,  and  stood  on  the  Spot  where  the 
hall  of  the  Agricultural  Society  once  stood.' 

A  few  extracts  from  the  records  detailing  more  par- 
ticularly the  early  proceedings  relative  to  the  settle- 
ment of  the  first  minister  will  be  acceptable  to  the 
present  generation. 

March  26,  1707.  "  The  meeting  then  held  was  for 
the  choosing  of  a  learned  orthodox  minister  of  good 
conversation  to  dispense  the  word  of  God  to  us  in 
Attleborough;  voted  to  give  Mr.  Fiske  a  call  to 
preach  for  us.  Likewise  a  committee  of  nine  was 
chosen  to  procure  a  minister  to  settle.  It  was  like- 
wise voted  to  empower  the  said  committee  to  treat 
with  the  said  Mr.  Fiske  as  to  his  dispensing  the  word 
of  God  amongst  us,  and  to  settle  him,  if  he  may  be 
obtained ;  and  if  he  may  not,  then  any  other  minister 
that  the  town  shall  call,  being  approved  by  the  neigh- 
boring ministers." 

May  20,  1707.  Voted  to  give  Mr.  More  a  call  to 
preach  among  us,  and  to  settle  if  he  may  be  ob- 
tained. 

June,  1707.  Voted  that  Hezckiah  Peck  and  Jona- 
than Fuller  be  a  committee  to  see  and  get  a  petition 


1  TheM  arUcles  were  Uieu  valued  as  follows:  ludiaii  coru,  2m.  Gd.  per 
bushel ;  rye,  3«.  Gd.  per  bushel ;  pork,  3d.  per  lb. ;  beef,  2d.  per  lb. ;  but- 
ter, Gd.  per  lb.;  and  good  Dew  milk  cheese,  4d.  per  lb. 

*  At  a  tuwD-meetiug  Feb.  0, 170&-10,  voted  to  build  a  meeting-house 
thirty  feet  S(|uare  and  sixteen  feet  between  Joints,  and  to  sot  it  upon  a 
piece  of  laud  on  the  east  side  of  the  country  road  near  to  the  house  of 
Christopher  Hull,  and  to  get  the  timber  for  SMid  bouse,  and  to  frame  and 
raise  it  by  the  1st  of  June  next.  This  lot  of  land  was  given  to  the  town 
for  thii  purpose  by  Lieut  Muses  Read. 


written  to  the  General  Court  for  some  help  towards 
the  maintenance  of  a  minister.' 

The  sum  of  eighty  pounds  had  been  granted  by  the 
town,  Nov.  22,  1705,  towards  building  a  roiniater's 
boose,  thirty-five  pounds  of  which  had  been  collected ; 
and  on  the  2d  of  July,  1707,  the  town  voted  that  the 
remaining  forty -five  pounds  should  be  levied  and 
collected. 

June  15, 1708.  The  meeting  then  held  was  for  the 
choosing  of  an  able  and  orthodox  minister  to  serve 
us  in  the  work  of  the  ministry  In  this  place ;  it  was 
voted  that  the  committee  should  treat  with  Mr.  Wis- 
well  to  dispense  the  word  of  Qod  to  us,  if  he  may  be 
obtained ;  if  not,  then  with  Mr.  Fisher,  if  he' may  be 
obtained;  if  not,  then  with  Mr.  Hunt,  if  he  may  be 
obtained;  if  not,  then  with  Mr.  Devotion;  and  if 
neither  of  them  may  be  obtained,  then  they  may  treat 
with  any  other  that  shall  be  allowed  of  by  the  neigh- 
boring ministers,  until  they  have  settled  one  in 
Attleborough.* 

July  28,  1710.  Chose  Mr.  Ebenezer  White  for  our 
minister,  if  he  will  stay  with  us;  if  not,  then  Mr. 
Myles.  Mr.  White,  it  appears,  did  not  at  this  time 
accept  the  invitation  to  settle.  He  however  preached 
for  them  nearly  a  year. 

Oct  9, 1710.  Chose  a  committee  to  see  to  the  fin- 
ishing of  the  meeting-house,  and  the  1st  of  January 
next  ensuing  was  the  time  fixed  for  finishing  it. 
Voted  to  raise  a  tax  of  sixty  pounds  as  a  fund  for  said 
work,  five  pounds  to  be  in  money,  and  the  rest  in  corn, 
rye,  beef,  and  pork,  or  in  materials  for  the  building. 

Nov.  20,  1710.  Voted  that  the  house  which  is  built 
on  the  ministerial  lot  should  be  given  to  the  first 
minister  that  shall  serve  the  town  seven  years  in  tlio 
office  of  a  minister,  and  so  living  and  dying  among 
us,  then  to  be  his  and  his  heirs  forever.^ 

Oct.  1,  1711.  At  a  meeting  for  the  choice  of  an  able 
orthodox  minister  to  dispense  the  word  of  God  to  us 
in  Attleborough,  the  town  ch(»se  Mr.  Matthew  Short 
for  their  minister.* 

Nov.  5,  1711.  Granted  a  tax  of  twenty-five  pounds 
towards  paying  Mr.  Short,  ten  pounds  in  money,  and 
the  other  fifteen  pounds  in  grain,  pork,  beef,  butter, 
cheese,  at  current  price. 

Ebenezer  White. — The  second  minister  in  town 
was  Rev.  Ebenezer  White.'     He  was  chosen  by  the 


>  In  1710  the  Mile  and  Half  was  reannexed  to  this  town,  which  re- 
stored fourteen  fumilius,  and  enublod  the  people  to  supiiurt  a  preacher 
without  other  assistance. 

4  Tlie  inhabitants  were  so  few  (ronsisting  of  about  sixteen  families, 
exclusive  of  the  fourteen  who  had  boon  annexed  to  Kehutioth)that  they 
were  nut  able  toaflfurd  a  competent  siilury,  which  wan  probably  the  cause 
of  their  enilmrrabenient  in  the  itettluuieut  uf  a  uiinhitet-. 

&  The  next  Hettled  lui ulster  ac4|uired  the  property  of  this  house  (aud 
also  the  niinisteriul  fai  ni,  as  will  subsequently  appear)  by  having  fulfilled 
the  condition  of  the  grant. 

^  Uurch  18,  1711-12.  '*  Voted  to  builil  a  |iow  for  the  minister  in  the 
tueeting-hoUHe,  and  also  agreed  that  Airs,  bhortshall  have  the  benellt  und 
privilege  of  sitting  in  the  sume  iluring  her  abode  in  Atllebonmgh.*' 

1  Son  of  JHDies  White,  of  Dorchester,  Mass.,  baptised  July  12,  1C85, 
graduated  at  Harvard  College,  1704. 
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people  July  18,  1716 ;  ordained  Oct  17,  1716.  He 
hftd  Mippliecl  the  palpit  for  some  time  previous  to  his 
settlement.  He  was  minister  of  the  town  eleven 
yeam,  and  remained  hero  till  his  death,  8opt  4, 1726. 
8o  far  as  appears,  he  gave  general  satisfaction.  He 
married  Abigail  Paine,  and  had  several  children, — 
Hannah,  Martha,  Edward,  Experience,  and  Thank- 
ful, and  two  others  who  died  infants. 

Besides  his  regular  salary,  Mr.  White  acquired  a 
title  to  the  ministerial  farm  and  house  (so  called)  by 
having  fulfilled  the  condition  of  the  grant. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  proprietors  of  the  North  Pur- 
chase, Sept.  16, 1707,  it  was  unanimously  voted  '*  that 
the  surveyor  with  the  miyor  part  of  the  committee 
should  forthwith  lay  out  a  hundred  acres  of  land 
within  said  purchase,  which  shall  be  the  first  settled 
minister's  in  Attleborough  that  continueth  to  be  their 
minister  for  the  space  of  seven  years ;  said  land  to  be 
said  minister's,  and  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever." — 
North  I^rehue  Bee.,  2  Book,  p.  3. 

Several  other  grants  and  gills  have  been  made  to 
the  town  for  the  use  of  the  ministry. 

The  ministerial  lot  (which  has  been  a  subject  of  so 
much  controversy  in  modern  days)  was  granted  at  an 
adjourned  meeting  of  the  proprietons  held  at  Reho- 
both  June  29, 1686,  in  the  words  following:  **  It  was 
likewise  voted  and  agreed  upon  (nemine  contradicenU)^ 
that  a  hundred  acres  of  land  be  forthwith  laid  out  at 
the  Seven-Mile  River,  where  Rice  Leonard's  lot  was, 
and  as  near  adjacent  as  may  be ;  which  said  hundred 
acres  of  land  perpetually  to  be  reserved  for  the  min- 
istry."— Rehoboth  Town  Bee.,  2  Book,  p.  48.  Bounds 
Recorded,  North  Purchaie  Bee.,  1  Book,  p.  197. 

The  lot  where  the  first  meeting-house  stood  was 
given  by  Lieut.  Moses  Read. 

"  Oct  16,  1712.  Laid  out  to  Lieut.  Moses  Read  two 
acres  of  land  by  the  meeting-house,  bounded  south 
the  stated  road,  east  the  foot  of  the  hill,  north  the  land 
of  the  heirs  of  Christopher  Hall,  west  the  country 
road.  The  above  said  land  the  said  Lieut.  Read  gave 
to  the  town  of  Attleborough  for  public  use  forever, 
and  ordered  it  so  to  be  put  on  record,  as  is  attest  by 
me,  Daniel  Smith,  clerk." — Behoboth  North  Pwrehtue 
Bee.,  1  Book,  p.  302. 

Allowance  for  a  highway  through  said  lot. — lb.  2 
Book,  p.  129. 

Nov.  1, 1784.  Noah  Carpenter,  Sr.,  and  Caleb  Hall 
of  Attleborough,  "  in  consideration  of  love,  good- will, 
and  affection  which  we  have  and  do  bear  towards  the 
church  and  congregation  of  the  said  Attleborough, 
called  by  the  name  of  the  Presbyterian,"  have  given, 
granted,  conveyed,  etc.,  unto  them,  their  heirs  and 
assigns  forever,  that  is  to  be  understood  for  the  es- 
pecial use,  benefit,  and  privilege  of  that  society  for- 
ever, a  certain  tract  of  land  containing  about  forty- 
five  rods,  where  the  new  meeting-house  now  stands, 
bounded  by  the  said  Carpenter's  and  the  said  Hall's 
lands,  and  by  the  country  road,  etc — Behoboth  North 
Purektm  Bee.,  2  Book,  p.  126. 
S4 


Habijau  Weld.— Rev.  Habijah  Weld,  the  third 
minister  of  Attleborough,  was  distinguished  for  his 
usefulness  in  the  ministry,  and  highly  respected  as  a 
man  both  at  home  and  abroad.  He  united,  to  an  un- 
common degree,  the  afiections  of  his  people  for  the 
long  period  of  nearly  fifty-five  years  during  which  he 
was  their  pastor.  He  was  a  man  of  talents  and  re- 
spectable acquirements,  and  was  extensively  known. 
His  character  deserves  a  more  particular  notice. 

He  was  born  in  Dunstable,  Mass.,  Sept.  2,  1702; 
graduated  at  Cambridge  University  in  1723,  and  was 
ordained  pastor  of  the  first  church  and  congregation 
in  this  town,  Oct  1,  1727.  He  died  May  14, 1782,  in 
the  eightieth  year  of  his  age,  and  the  fifty-fifth  of  his 
ministry.  The  following  notice  of  his  character  is 
extracted  from  a  communication  in  Dr.  Dwight's 
"  Travels,"  from  the  Hon.  David  Daggett,  late  chief 
justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Connecticut,  and 
senator  in  Congress : 

''  Mr.  Weld  was  below  the  middle  stature,  and  in 
the  latter  part  of  his  life  corpulent  His  constitution 
was  vigorous,  and  his  mind  almost  singularly  ener- 
getic. The  stipend  which  he  received  from  his  parish- 
oners  consisted  of  an  annual  salary  of  two  hundred 
and  twenty  dollars,  and  the  use  of  a  parsonage  lot 
which  furnished  him  with  wood  and  a  little  pasture. 
With  his  patrimony  he  purchased  a  farm  of  about 
seventy  acres  of  moderately  good  land  and  a  decent 
house.  He  had  fifteen  children,  ten  of  whom  were 
married  during  his  life,  and  one  after  his  death.  The 
remaining  four  died  while  young.  This  numerous 
family  he  educated  with  the  means  which  have  been 
mentioned,  in  a  manner  superior  to  what  is  usually 
found  in  similar  circumstances,  entertained  much 
company  in  a  style  of  genuine  hospitality,  and  was 
always  prepared  to  contribute  to  the  necessities  of 
others. 

"  For  the  regulation  of  his  domestic  concerns,  Mr. 
Weld  prescribed  to  himself  and  his  family  a  fixed  sys- 
tem of  rules,  which  were  invariably  obeerved,  and  con- 
tributed not  a  little  to  the  pleasantness  and  prosperity 
of  his  life.  His  children,  laborers,  and  servants  sub- 
mitted to  them  with  cheerfulness,  and  his  house  be- 
came the  seat  of  absolute  industry,  peace,  and  good 
order.  Breakfast  was  on  the  table  precisely  at  six 
o'clock,  dinner  at  twelve,  and  supper  at  six  in  the 
evening.  After  supper  he  neither  made  visits  him- 
self nor  permitted  any  of  his  family  to  make  them. 

"His  observation  of  the  Sabbath  was  peculiarly 
exemplary.  He  permitted  no  act  to  be  done  in  his 
house  on  that  day,  except  such  as  were  acts  of  neces- 
sity and  mercy  in  the  strict  sense. 

"  Mr.  Weld  was  naturally  of  a  very  ardent  disposi- 
tion. Yet  so  entirely  had  he  acquired  an  ascendency 
over  his  temper  that  a  censurable  or  imprudent  act 
is  not  known  to  have  been  done  by  him  nor  an  im- 
proper word  uttered.  To  vice  and  licentiousness  in 
every  form  he  gave  no  indulgence,  either  in  his  con- 
versation or  his  public  instructions.    On  the  contrary. 
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Idleneas,  intemperance,  prolkneneis,  and  all  kinds  of 
immoral  conduct  were  repiored  by  blm  with  nnderl'- 
ating  severity.  Hia  example  In  the  praetloe  of  ererj 
yirtue  was  such  as  to  create  In  all  olasaea  of  men 
entire  veneration  for  hia  oharaoter.  It  la  doubted 
whether  any  person  erer  uttered  a  reproaoh  against 
Mr.  Weld. 

''Nor  was  his  piety  less  remarkable.  Since  the 
days  of  the  apostles  it  is  questioned  whether  hia  seal, 
fidelity,  and  intrepedity  in  the  cause  of  his  dWlne 
master  have  been  excelled.  During  the  long  period 
of  fifty-five  years  he  waa  never  once  detained  ftom 
the  pulpit  by  disease,  nor  from  any  other  of  hia  paa- 
toral  duties.  His  prayers  were  wholly  formed  by 
himself,  and  adapted  with  strict  propriety  to  the 
various  occasions  on  which  they  were  made.  They 
were  pertinent,  solemn,  and  Impressive.  His  ser* 
mons  were  written  and  were  usually  delirered  with- 
out variation  from  his  notes.  Yet  at  times  he  ad- 
dressed his  congregation  extemporaneoualy  In  a 
manner  eminently  forcible  and  aflTectlng.  •  .  . 

"  In  his  parochial  visits  he  waa  accustomed  to  ad- 
dress the  truths  and  duties  of  the  gospel  to  the  hearts 
and  consciences  of  the  family,  and  never  lost  sight  of 
the  eternal  interests  of  his  congregation.  And  while 
he  administered  the  balm  of  llfo  to  the  wounded  aplrlt, 
he  addressed  the  most  solemn  alarms  aa  well  aa  the 
meet  pungent  reproofs  to  stubbornness  and  Impiety. 

''  Mr.  Weld  continued  his  labors  to  the  Sabbath 
before  his  death  without  any  visible  decline  in  his 
powers  either  of  body  or  mind.  On  that  Sabbath  he 
preached  two  sermons  from  these  words :  "  He  that 
believeth  and  is  baptised  ahall  be  saved,  and  he  that 
believeth  not  shall  be  damned."  On  the  Tuesday  fol- 
lowing he  rode  in  his  chaise  to  Providence,  ten  miles, 
returned  about  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  walked 
into  the  house,  told  his  wife  that  he  was  unwell,  re- 
quested her  to  open  a  window,  aa  he  found  a  difficulty 
in  breathing,  sat  down  and  instantly  expired  of  an 
apoplexy.  So  well  were  his  secular  concerns  ar- 
ranged for  his  departure  that  the  settlement  of  his 
estate  cost  less  than  five  dollars.  Hb  excellent  wife 
survived  him  many  years,  and  died  after  she  had 
passed  the  age  of  ninety,  universally  lamented. 

*'  At  the  death  of  Mr.  Weld  only  one  of  his  congre- 
gation was  living  of  those  who  assisted  in  his  settle- 
ment. His  parishioners  showed  their  sense  of  the 
loss  which  they  sustained  in  his  death  by  an  univer- 
sal mourning. 

"The  house  of  this  gentleman  was  the  resort  of 
many  distinguished  persons  from  Boston,  Providence, 
and  various  other  parts  of  New  England,  and  in  no 
house  were  they  received  and  treated  with  more  hos- 
pitality. His  manners  were  at  once  dignified  and 
polite,  and  every  member  of  his  family  was  courteous 
and  well  bred.  Nothing  was  seen  among  them  but 
harmony  and  good-will. 

''  That  with  such  an  income  Mr,  Weld  could  sup- 
port so  large  a  family  and  live  in  so  hospitable  a  man- 


ner will  certainly  excite  not  a  little  wonder.  The  ex- 
planation is  found  in  his  industry,  regularity,  and 
exactness  in  all  hia  oonoems.  Everything  wfs  man- 
aged in  such  a  manner  that  almost  in  the  literal 
sense  nothing  was  lost 

''In  my  opinion,"  adds  Mr.  Dwlght^  ''Mr.  Weld 
waa  a  more  strict  observer  of  the  divine  law  and 
more  eminently  holy  than  any  man  whom  I  ever 
knew. 

"  Permit  me  to  subjoin,"  says  Dr.  Dwight,  '*  that 
if  all  clergymen  sustained  the  same  character  and 
lived  in  the  same  manner,  the  world  would  speedily 
assume  a  new  aspect  and  its  inhabitants  a  new  char- 
acter." 

Mr.  Weld  married  Mary  Fox,  of  Woburn,  who 
died  Jan.  7, 1799,  in  her  ninety-third  year,  by  whom 
he  had  fifteen  children,  four  sons  and  eleven  daugh- 
ters, who  were  married  aa  follows :  Jonathan  Phil- 
brook,  of  Ikiston,  to  Dorotliy  Weld,  Aug.  7,  1769; 
Bev.  Oliver  Noble,  of  Newburyport,  to  Lucy  Weld, 
May  16, 1760 ;  Dr.  Gardee  Parker,  of  Coventry,  Conn., 
to  Mary  Weld,  April  16, 1762 ;  Caleb  Fuller,  of  Wind- 
sor, county  of  Ware,  Me.,  to  Hannah  Weld,  Oct.  28, 
1762;  Rev.  Esra  Weld  to  Anna  Weld,  Feb.  9, 1764; 
Bev.  Cakes  Shaw,^  of  Barnstable,  to  Elisabeth  Weld, 
July  19, 1764;  Bev.  Timothy  Alden,*  of  Yarmouth,  to 
Sarah  Weld,  Nov.  22,  1770 ;  Eliphas  Day,  of  AtUe- 
borough,  to  Eunice  Weld. 

Mr.  Weld  was  buried  in  the  ancient  cemetery  at 
South  Attleborough,  within  his  own  parish,  an'd  hb 
gravestone  baa  the  following  epitaph : 

••TiM  BmmUm  of  Um  B«T.  SiOiUiUi  WtU, 

UJLn  h^  tli«  tUthftil,  woftky,  tmd  Im> 

lov«d  PMtor  of  tti«  Int  Utareli  of  Cbrlst 

In  A'tttoboroush. 

He  WM  born  Sept  8,  ITOi. 

H«  WM  ordained  Oct.  1, 1787. 

He  died  Maj  14, 1788,  In  ttie  eighUeth  yenr 

of  bto  age  and  tke  flfty-fUUt  of  hie  paetorate. 

Vbrewell,  tain  world  I  as  Uion  bait  been  to  me, 
IHiat  and  a  ahaduw,  tlieee  I  leave  with  tbee ;  • 
The  nneeen  vital  anletanoe  I  oomuU 
To  blm  tbat*B  SuUtanee,  Life,  Light,  Love  to  It  ** 

In  1728  a  new  meeting-house  was  built  by  the  town. 

May  18,  1728.  The  town  voted  to  enlarge  the 
meeting-house  by  making  an  addition  of  twenty  feet 
to  the  north  end;  but  in  September  following  a 
number  of  individuals  engaged  by  subscription  to 
advance  the  sum  of  £234  10«.  (in  addition  to  their 
proportion  of  the  taxes)  towards  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  a  new  meeting-house,  if  tlio  town  would 
agree  to  build  anew  instead  of  enlarging  the  old. 
The  town  accordingly  voted,  Nov.  18, 1728,  to  build 
a  new  house,  and  ordered  it  to  be  fifty  feet  in  length, 
forty  feet  in  breadth,  and  of  a  suitable  height  for  one 


1  Rev.  Oakee  Shaw,  who  married  Elisabeth  Weld,  wae  fkther  of  Chief 
Juatice  Shaw,  of  HaMachuaetts. 

s  Rev.  TimothjT  Aldon,  who  married  Sarah  Weld,  minlater  of  Yar- 
mouth, author  of  **  Amerlcao  Kpltaphe,"  iu  throe  volumee,  died  Novem- 
ber, 1888,  aged  nlnetj-two.  He  waa  a  deecendant  of  John  Alden,  a 
PUgrim  of  Uie  "  Mayflower.*' 
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tier  of  galleries ;  and  that  it  "  shall  stand  on  a  little 
hill  on  the  north  side  of  the  pound,  about  fifteen  or 
sixteen  rods  from  the  old  meeting-house."  * 

The  town  {constituted  one  parish  until  April  7, 
1743,  when  it  was  divided  into  "two  distinct  and 
separate"  parishes  or  precincts  by  an  act  of  the 
L^^lature.  The  west  constituted  the  Fint,  and  the 
east  the  Second  Precinct 

Extracts  from  the  Beoords  of  the  First  Parish. 
—Sept.  18, 1744.  The  sum  of  £12  lis.  was  granted  to 
the  Second  Precinct.  This  was  probably  a  part  of 
their  share  in  the  meeting-house. 

March  27,  1777.*  The  salary  of  their  minister,  Mr. 
Weld,  was  £66  18«.  4(f. 

Sept.  21,  1779.  Voted  to  raise  Rev.  Mr.  Weld's 
salary  to  six  hundred  dollars.  Paper  currency  was 
much  depreciated. 

Sept  29/ 1779.  Voted  to  double  his  salary  for  the 
year. 

March  28,  1780.  A  meeting  was  called  "  to  see  if 
the  precinct  will  apply  to  some  one  to  assist  Mr. 
Weld  in  the  work  of  the  ministry,  under  his  present 
indisposition  of  body,"  etc.  Voted  that  the  two  dea- 
cons see  that  the  pulpit  is  supplied  in  case  Mr.  Weld 
is  unable  to  preach. 

June  8,  1782.  A  meeting  was  held  '*  to  see  if  the 
precinct  will  agree  to  ))ay  the  funeral  charges  of  the 
llev.  Mr.  Weld,  late  of  Attleborough,  deceased." 
2d.  "To  see  if  the  precinct  will  choose  a  committee 
so  seek  a  supply  occasioned  by  the  death  of  our  late 
pastor." 

From  this  time  till  the  settlement  of  Mr.  Wilder, 
in  1790,  nearly  eight  years,  the  parish  was  destitute 
of  a  settled  minister.  The  people  were  very  much 
divided  on  this  subject  Many  unsuccessful  attempts 
were  made  to  settle  a  minister,  numerous  candidates 
were  called,  but  the  people  could  make  no  choice. 
They  had  been  long  united  and  harmonious  under 
the  ministry  of  Mr.  Weld,  some  diversity  of  opinion 
and  alienation  of  feeling  were  to  be  expected  after  so 
long  a  calm. 

Aug.  27, 1782.  Voted  to  hire  Bev.  Mr.  Morey  six 
weeks  longer.  Oct  80, 1782.  A  meeting  was  called 
"  to  SCO  if  tlio  precinct  will  give  Mr.  Morey  a  call  to 
settle  in  tlie  ministry."  1st  "  Voted  to  give  him  a 
call.    2d.  Voted  to  reconsider  it" 

Feb.  26, 1788.  Voted  to  treat  with  a  committee  in 
Second  Precinct  relative  to  ministerial  lands.  There 
was  a  dispute  between  the  two  parishes  for  a  long  time 
in  regard  to  their  relative  rights  to  these  lands,  which 
was  finally  terminated,  I  believe,  by  payment  of  a 
certain  sum  to  the  second  parish. 


*  It  wtt  Toted  that  thoM  |Ntrtf  of  the  town  which  maj  be  hermfler 
•et  off  M  •  prod  net  or  town  ■hall  haTe  the  monej  repaid  to  them 
whicli  they  now  pay  towardi  the  new  meetinip'hoaee. 

>  The  laet  nMetlng  nnder  the  ProTlndal  goTernment  (March,  177G) 
wan  warned^  aa  nenal,  **  In  the  name  of  hie  MiOMty  the  King  of  Kng- 
land,**  etc.,  bnt  the  next  one,  I7th  September  following,  loon  after  the 
deelaratlon  of  Independence,  waa  warned  *'ln  the  name  of  theee  Statee 
and  la  behalf  of  the  good  people  of  this  proTlnce,**  etc. 


At  the  same  meeting,  voted  to  hire  Bev.  Mr.  Brad- 
ford three  months.  Voted  to  buy  one  hundred  ser- 
mons delivered  by  Rev.  Mr.  Thacher*  on  the  death 
of  Rev.  Mr.  Weld.  Voted  to  apply  to  Rev.  Mr. 
Spalding,  of  Killingly,  Conn.,  to  come  and  preach  a 
few  weeks. 

Aug.  18, 1883.  "Voted  to  send  to  the  president  of 
Yale  College  to  send  us  a  candidate."  He  accord- 
ingly sent  them  a  young  man,  who  it  appears  was 
not  acceptable. 

Oct  29, 1788.  Voted  to  choose  &  committee  to  con- 
sult Lawyer  Bradford*  concerning  the  ministerial 
lands. 

Dec.  16, 1783.  Rev.  Mr.  Britt  was  preaching  as  a 
candidate.  Subsequently  Rev.  Mr.  Avery,  then  a 
Mr.  March,  Mr.  Hart,  of  Preston,  Conn.,  Mr.  Da- 
mon, Mr.  Plum.  "  Voted  to  send  for  Mr.  Hunting- 
ton to  preach  for  us."  Before  the  arrival  of  Mr. 
Wilder  many  other  names  of  candidates  appear.  So 
irreconcilable  were  the  feelings  or  opinions,  or  both, 
of  the  parish,  that  it  seemed  next  to  impossible  to 
make  a  selection.  So  great  was  the  distress  of  the 
people  amidst  their  divisions  that  they  at  last  ap- 
pointed a  "fast  on  account  of  their  present  difficul- 
ties." In  this  they  hit  upon  the  right  expedient,  for 
it  seemed  to  have  a  very  happy  effect,  as  they  soon 
after  agreed  on  a  candidate,  the  Rev.  John  Wilder, 
who,  at  a  meeting  Jan.  4, 1790,  gave  an  answer  ac- 
cepting the  proposals  of  the  parish,  which  terminated 
their  long  and  troublesome  contest. 

Mr.  Wilder  was  born  in  Templeton,  March  12, 
1758;  removed  to  Lancaster  in  1776.  He  graduated 
at  Dartmouth  College  in  1784 ;  studied  theology  with 
Rev.  Dr.  Hart,  of  Preston,  Conn.  His  first  wife  was 
Esther  Tyler,  of  Preston,— married  Sept.  2, 1790,  and 
died  Jan.  19, 1811.  His  second  wife  was  Mrs.  Eliza- 
beth Austin,  of  North  Hartford,  Conn.  She  died  at 
Austinsburg,  March,  1847,  aged  seventy-two  years. 

Mr.  Wilder  was  ordained  Jan.  27, 1790,  and  the 
ordination  sermon  was  preached  by  Rev.  Levi  Hart, 
above  named,  which  was  published. 

Mr.  Wilder  was  dismissed  Nov.  28, 1822.  He  had 
been  the  pastor  of  that  parish  upwards  of  thirty-two 
years.  He  died  here  Feb.  12,  1886,  aged  seventy- 
seven.  He  left  a  numerous  family  of  children ;  one 
of  the  daughters  married  Hon.  Lemuel  May,  of  Attle- 
borough, who  was  the  mother  of  the  late  John  Wilder 
May,  chief  justice  of  the  Municipal  Court  of  Boston. 

Mr.  Wilder  published  several  discourses,  one  on 
"  The  Federal  Past,"  delivered  May  9, 1798 ;  an  ad- 
dress before  the  Attleborough  Agricultural  Society, 
etc.,  delivered  Feb.  22, 1805 ;  a  funeral  sermon  on  the 
death  of  Hon.  Elisha  May,  November,  1811 ;  and  an- 
other on  the  death  of  Deacon  Lane. 


s  The  flnt  settled  mlnliter  of  the  Second  Prednct.  It  wm  delivered 
before  Mr.  Wrld*k  parlehlonera  the  SebbHth  after  hie  denth. 

*  Thte  Bradford  was  anerwards  llentenant>goTemor  of  Bhode  Island, 
a  man  very  popular  at  the  time  in  his  profession.  He  was  a  deeoend- 
ant  trcm  William  Bradford,  second  governor  of  Plymouth  Oolonj. 
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To  him  succeeded  Rev.  Thomas  Williams,  formerly 
of  Connecticut,  who  was  installed  Sept.  29, 1824.  His 
connection  with  the  parish  was  dissolved  Dec.  11, 
1827. 

The  next  settled  minister  was  Rev.  Charles  J.  War- 
ren, who  was  ordained  Feb.  28, 1828,  and  dismissed 
July  8,  1830.    He  died  in  New  York,  January,  1883. 

Rev.  Mr.  Chapin,  Rev.  Mr.  Oolburn,  Rev.  Mr. 
Obcr  supplied  the  pulpit  from  1880  to  1840. 

Rev.  John  B.  M.  Bailey,  of  Dunbarton,  N.  H.,  or- 
dained here  Dec.  80,  1840,  and  died  here  Feb.  24, 
1851. 

Rev.  S.  B.  Morley,  ordained  July  9,  1851 ;  dis- 
missed March  25,  1857. 

Rev.  B.  0.  Chace,  Camden,  Me.,  acting  pastor  from 
Aug.  23,  1857,  to  Dec.  26, 18G2. 

Rev.  David  Breed,  acting  pastor  from  March  1, 
1863,  to  March  1,  1866. 

Rev.  H.  P.  De  Forest,  ordained  and  entered  on  his 
ministry  January,  1867 ;  dismissed  January,  1869. 

Rev.  John  Whitehill  commenced  his  ministry  here 
March  28,  1869,  and  is  the  present  pastor. 

The  new  meeting-house,  being  the  third  in  that 
society,  was  built  in  the  summer  of  1828,  and  dedi- 
cated Jan.  1,  1829. 

East  Parish.— The  towns  originally  in  this  State 
constituted  the  religious  societies,  but  in  the  course 
of  time,  as  population  increased,  the  towns  were  di- 
vided by  territorial  divisions,  and  by  metes  and 
bounds,  and  all  the  inhabitants  within  these  terri- 
torial limits  who  had  been  admitted  as  freemen  were 
members.  This  was  at  a  time  when  there  were  no 
religious  divisions  among  the  people.  But  in  the 
course  of  time  religious  distinctions  arose,  and  vari- 
ous provisions  were  made  to  meet  these  exigencies. 
The  division  of  the  town  into  two  territorial  parishes 
was  made  April  7,  1743,  by  act  of  the  Legislature. 
But  this  division  was  not  made  in  consequence  of  any 
religious  differences,  but  wholly  on  account  of  the 
inconvenience  of  attending  public  worship  at  such 
great  distances.  At  the  incorporation  of  the  town 
Attleborough  and  Cumberland  constituted  one  parish. 

Rev.  Thomas  Williams,  a  clergyman  well  known  in 
this  vicinity,  particularly  to  the  people  of  this  town. 
He  preached  for  several  years  in  Foxborough,  an  ad- 
joining town.  Afterwards  he  supplied  the  pulpit  at 
West  Attleborough  First  Church.  After  that  he  gath- 
ered and  organized  the  church  at  Hebron vi lie.  South 
Attleborough.  Here  he  preached  for  that  church  a 
number  of  years.  He  was  a  man  of  vigorous  and  ac- 
tive mind.  He  entertained  very  decided  opinions  on 
all  subjects,  religious  and  secular,  and  was  fearless  in 
expressing  them.  He  was  animated  in  the  delivery 
of  his  sermons,  and  always  secured  the  attention  of 
his  hearers,  not  merely  by  his  matter  and  manner, 
but  by  occasional  use  of  strong  and  peculiar  lan- 
guage. In  preaching  and  sermonizing  he  indulged 
largely  in  doctrinal  subjects.  He  adhered  during  his 
long  life  to  the  theology  of  New  England.    He  en- 


joyed the  power  of  wit  and  sarcasm,  which  he  used 
when  occasion  required.  He  often  engaged  in  dis- 
cussion on  public  affairs,  and  on  various  subjects,  and 
never  failed  to  repel  the  attacks  of  his  opponents 
with  keen  repartee,  and  always  said  something  which 
they  had  reason  to  remember.  He  was  most  truly  a 
disinterested  man,  laboring  often  without  hope  of 
reward,  hardly  reserving  enough  to  meet  his  own  ex- 
penses on  the  journey  of  life.  He  regarded  himself 
as  an  instrument  in  the  hands  of  his  master.  He  ap- 
peared to  me  the  most  disinterested  laborer  I  ever 
knew.    He  died  in  Providence  at  an  advanced  age. 

He  married  Ruth  Hale,  of  Newbury,  has  had  sev- 
eral children ;  one  of  them,  Nathan  R.,  graduated  at 
Yale. 

He  was  the  autlior  of  several  volumes  and  numer- 
ous pamphlets,  and  furnished  numerous  articles  for 
various  periodicals.  They  are  too  numereus  to  men- 
tion here. 

His  most  interesting  discourse  was  his  funeral  ser- 
mon on  Doctor  Emmons'  death,  Sept.  28, 1840.  It 
was  understood  that  it  was  the  agreement  of  the  par- 
ties some  time  before  the  death  of  either  of  them 
that  the  survivor  should  preach  the  funeral  sermon 
of  the  other.  It  was  prepared  by  Mr.  Williams  years 
before  Dr.  Emmons'  death,  and  read  to  him. 

After  a  few  brief  pastorates,  the  Rev.  John  B.  M. 
Bailey  accepted  a  call  of  the  church,  and  became  its 
settled  minister.  He  was  ordained  Dec  30,  1840, 
and  died  Feb.  24, 1851,  aged  forty-three  years,  after 
the  tenth  year  of  his  ministry.  Author  of  the  ad- 
dress for  the  consideration  of  Mount  Hope  Cemetery 
in  Attleborough,  which  then  opened  its  portals  to  re- 
ceive him  among  its  first  tenants.  It  was  prepared  to 
be  delivered  July  2,  1850,  he  was  unable  to  deliver  it 
himself,  and  it  was  intrusted  to  other  hands.  He 
was  soon  borne  to  the  place  he  had  consecrated  for 
others.    This  address  was  his  last  labor. 

Mr.  Bailey  was  born  in  Dunbarton,  N.  H.,  June  6, 
1807,  and  was  educated  at  an  academy  in  Vermont. 
He  was  a  man  of  talents  and  culture,  and  an  eloquent 
preacher.  He  was  popular  throughout  the  town,  es- 
pecially for  the  deep  and  active  interest  he  took  in 
the  cause  of  common-school  education,  and  in  every- 
thing which  concerned  the  common  welfare  of  the 
community  around  him.  His  death  was  universally 
lamented.     He  left  u  widow  and  two  daughters. 

A  white  marble  monument  was  erected  to  his  mem- 
ory by  the  citizens  of  the  town,  with  an  inscription 
expressive  of  their  high  estimation  of  his  character 
and  services. 

This  parish  was  divided  from  the  other  April  7, 
1743,  about  one  hundred  and  forty  years  ago,  by  act 
of  the  Legislature. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  parish  was  the  6th  of 
June  succeeding.  On  the  20th  of  the  same  month  a 
meeting  was  called  *'  to  consider  and  see  what  the 
parish  will  do  in  order  to  placing  a  meeting-house 
for  the  public  worship  of  God."    This  is  the  first 
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record  of  an  attempt  to  build  a  meeting-house  in  this 
part  of  the  town.  At  the  same  time  a  committee 
was  chosen  "  to  agree  with  Mr.  Willis  or  some  other 
man  for  the  present."  It  was  also  "  voted  to  choose 
a  committee  of  two  who  should  apply  in  the  first 
place  to  Rev.  Mr.  Willis,  and  if  he  cannot  be  ob- 
tainedy  then  to  Mr.  Read,  and  if  he  cannot  be  ob- 
tained, then  to  Mr.  Peter  Thacher." 

At  said  meeting  it  was  voted  to  set  their  meeting- 
house on  the  plain  "  where  the  roads  meet  or  cross 
each  otiier.*' 

It  appears  by  the  records  of  the  next  meeting  that 
they  had  hired  Mr.  Thacher  for  a  time.  He  was  the 
first  minister  who  preached  here.  He  commenced 
Aug.  20,  174«3,  but  was  not  ordained  and  settled  till 
Nov.  30,  1748,  about  five  years. 

Sept  6,  1743.  "Voted  to  proceed  forthwith  to 
build  a  meeting-house  for  the  public  worship  of 
Qod."  The  house  was  to  be  thirty-five  feet  square, 
and  high  enough  for  one  tier  of  galleries.  A  com- 
mittee was  chosen  "  to  carry  on  the  building  of  said 
house."  At  a  subsequent  meeting  Oct.  18,  1743, 
"  voted  to  reconsider  the  vote  relating  to  the  dimen- 
sions of  the  meeting-house,  and  to  build  one  forty- 
five  feet  long,  and  thirty-five  feet  wide,  and  high 
enough  for  one  tier  of  galleries."  This  was  the  size 
of  the  house  as  it  was  afterwards  built.  The  meet- 
ing-house was  commenced  in  the  autumn  of  this 
year,  but  the  interior  was  not  finished  till  several 
years  subsequently. 

On  tlie  1st  of  November  following  the  parish  made 
choice  of  Rev.  Peter  Thacher  for  their  minister  "  by 
a  free  vote,"  and  agreed  to  give  him  for  a  salary  forty 
pounds  yearly  for  four  years,  and  at  the  end  of  four 
years  to  give  him  fifty  pounds  per  annum  "current 
money,"  and  also  for  a  settlement  three  hundred 
pounds,  "  old  tenor,"  to  be  paid  in  four  years, — 1.«., 
one  quarter  part  each  year. 

The  first  public  burying-ground  in  East  Attlebor- 
ough  was  laid  out  Oct  16,  1744,  as  appears  by  a  vote 
of  that  date.  "  Voted  to  have  a  burying-place  in  the 
meeting-house  lot,  and  that  it  should  be  at  the  north- 
westerly corner  of  said  lot."  This  piece  of  land  was 
purchased  previously  by  the  parish,  and  consisted  of 
two  acres caIIimI  the  "meeting-house  lot." 

Dec.  21,  1747.  Voted  to  give  Mr.  Thacher  six 
hundred  pounds,  old  tenor,  for  his  settlement,  and  also 
twenty-five  cords  of  wood  yearly. 

Oct  28,  1748.  SeUled  Mr.  Thacher's  salary  at 
four  hundred  pounds  per  annum,  old  tenor,  "  reckon- 
ing silver  money  at  fifty-five  shillings  per  ounce,  and 
to  rise  and  fall  as  silver  shall  rise  and  fall,  so  long  as 
he  shall  continue  our  minister."  At  the  same  time 
the  parish  chose  a  committee  to  provide  for  the  ordi- 
nation of  Mr.  Thacher,  which  took  place  30th  of  the 
next  month.  He  continued  the  pastor  until  Oct.  26, 
1784,  when  he  was  dismissed  by  vote  of  parish.  He 
had  a  few  months  previous  to  his  dismission  suf- 
fered an  attack  of  paralysis  (which  rendered  him 


unable  to  perform  the  duties  of  his  station),  of  which 
he  died  Sept  13, 1785,  in  the  seventieth  year  of  his 
age.  He  preached  in  this  town  about  forty-one  years, 
was  a  highly  respectable  and  useful  man.  He  was 
born  in  Middleborough  Jan.  25,  1715,  and  was  the 
son  of  Rev.  Peter  Thacher  of  that  place.'  Nov.  31, 
1749,  he  married  Bethiah,  the  oldest  daughter  of 
Deacon  Obediah  Carpenter,  of  Attleborough,  by 
whom  he  had  ten  children,  seven  sons  and  three 
daughters.  Several  of  his  descendants  are  living  in 
this  town.  One  of  his  descendants,  Peter  Thacher, 
was  a  prominent  citizen  of  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

He  published  a  discourse  on  the  death  of  Rev.  Mr. 
Weld,  which  has  been  reprinted.  A  small  volume  of 
his  sermons  was  also  published  in  1798  by  his  son, 
entitled  "Select  Discourses  on  Practical  Subjects," 
under  the  superintendence  of  Rev.  Thomas  Thacher. 

After  Mr.  Thacher  and  before  the  settlement  of  an- 
other minister  there  were  several  preachers  here, — 
Rev.  Asahel  Huntington,  Mr.  Laughton,  Mr.  Far- 
rington,  of  Wrentham,  Mr.  Mead,  etc. 

The  next  settled  minister  was  the  Rev.  Ebenezer 
Lazell,  of  Bridgewater  (a  graduate  of  Brown  Univer- 
sity, 1788),  who  was  ordained  Nov.  21, 1792,  and  dis- 
missed Jan.  3, 1797.  He  continued  here  about  four 
years.  During  his  residence  here  he  married  Chloe, 
the  daughter  of  Capt  Abdatlier  Richardson,  of  this 
town.  After  his  dismission  he  removed  to  Western 
New  York. 

His  successor  was  the  Rev.  Nathan  Holman,  who 
was  ordained  Oct  14, 1800,  and  was  dismissed  May 
22,  1821,  having  been  settled  here  about  twenty-one 
years.    Ho  graduated  at  Brown  University  in  1797. 

Nathan  Holman  was  born  in  Sutton  (that  part  now 
Millbury),  May  17, 1769,  the  third  son  of  David  Hol- 
man and  Lucy  Thornton.  He  worked  on  his  father's 
farm  during  his  minority.  After  his  twenty-first  year 
he  commenced  his  studies  preparatory  for  college. 
He  depended  mostly  on  his  own  exertion  for  the 
means  to  carry  him  through  college.  He  graduated 
at  Brown  University  in  1797,  with  the  reputation  of 
a  good  scholar.  He  studied  theology  with  the  pastor 
of  his  native  town.  Rev.  Edmund  Mills,  and  finished 
his  course  with  Dr.  Emmons.  In  1800  he  preached 
as  a  candidate  at  this  place,  and  during  tlie  year  re- 
ceived a  call  to  settle  as  pastor.  He  was  ordained 
Oct.  15, 1800.  The  ordination  sermon  was  preached 
by  Rev.  Edmund  Biills,  pastor  of  the  Congregational 
Church  in  Sutton,  which  was  published.  He  was 
dismissed  May  22,  1821.  He  married  Miss  Lettice 
Morey,  daughter  of  Dr.  Samuel  Morey,  of  Norton. 
She  died  March  6,  1848. 


iBar.  P.  Tliftcher,  of  Middleboroogh,  wm  bora  Oct.  6,  lOSS.  graduated 
at  Cambridge  Unlrenlty,  a.  d.,  1706,  ordained  at  that  place  Nor.  2, 1700, 
and  died  April  22, 1744,  aged  flfly-elx.  He  waa  the  eon  of  Her.  Peter 
Thacher,  mlnUter  of  Milton  (by  hie  wife  Theodora,  daoghtor  of  ReT. 
John  Oxenbridge)  who  was  the  eon  of  Her.  Thomaa  Thacher,  of  B<Mton, 
and  was  bora  at  Salem  July  18, 1661,  graduated  at  Ilarrard  College 
1671,  ordained  Jnna  1, 1681,  and  died  Dee.  37, 1727, aged  Mrenty-alz. 
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Mr.  Hoi  man  died  Oct.  28,  1844,  leaving  two  sons 
and  one  daughter.  He  was  the  respected,  faithful, 
and  successful  pastor  here  about  twenty-one  years. 

Several  of  his  sermons  and  addresses  were  pub- 
lished,— a  sermon  preached  on  the  one  hundredth 
anniversary  of  the  birth  of  "  John  Shepard  the  An- 
cient" ;  an  oration  on  American  independence,  July 
4,  1802;  a  sermon  delivered  at  Attleborough,  East 
Precinct,  Thanksgiving-day,  Nov,  21,  1811. 

Rev.  John  Ferguson,  formerly  of  Providence,  R.L, 
was  the  next  minister,  and  was  ordained  Feb.  27, 
1822. 

A  parsonage-house  was  built  by  the  parish  in  1822. 

The  second  meeting-house  in  the  East  Precinct  was 
built  in  1825.  It  was  begun  in  the  spring  of  that 
year,  and  dedicated  in  December  following.  It  cost 
about  six  thousand  dollars.  It  has  since  been  en- 
larged. 

Rev.  John  Ferguson,  who  succeeded  Rev.  Na- 
than Hoi  man  as  pastor  at  East  Attleborough,  was 
born  in  Ikrwickshire,  Scotland,  Dec.  9,  1788.  His 
father  came  to  this  country  while  a  young  man, 
and  settled  in  Newport,  R.  I.  His  mother  was  Ann 
Briggs,  of  Little  Compton.  His  father  and  mother 
died  in  Newport,  each  at  the  age  of  eighty-five  years. 

While  residing  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  at  the  age  of 
twenty  years,  he  began  preparation  for  the  ministry 
under  the  direction  of  Rev.  Calvin  Park,  D.D.,  Pro- 
fessor of  Ancient  Languages,  and  afterwards  of  Moral 
Philosophy,  in  Brown  University.  He  was  not  edu- 
cated at  any  college,  but  was  honored  with  the  degree 
of  A.M.  from  Amherst  in  1837. 

He  was  ordained  over  the  church  and  society  in 
this  place  Feb.  27,  1822.  He  was  dismissed  March 
25,  1885.  Says  a  writer  well  acquainted  with  him, 
**  His  ministry  was  of  great  value  in  the  administra- 
tion of  wise  and  judicious  measures,  and  marked  the 
commencement  of  the  system  of  support  to  the  vari- 
ous benevolent  enterprises  of  the  day,  and  of  aid  to 
the  labors  of  parents  and  pastors  by  a  judicious  and 
careful  education  of  children  in  Sabbath -schools  and 
maternal  associations." 

He  was  installed  at  Whately,  March  16, 1836,  and 
dismissed  June  17,  1840.  He  removed  to  Lanesbor- 
ough,  where  'he  preached  about  two  years.  Since 
that  time  he  was  employed  by  the  American  Tract 
Society  as  general  agent  for  New  Hampshire  and 
Vermont.  He  married,  first,  Mary  V.,  daughter  of 
Benjamin  Hammett,  of  Newport,  R.  I.;  second,  Mar- 
garet S.  Eddy,  daughter  of  William  Eddy,  of  Provi- 
dence, R.  I. 

He  died  at  Whately,  Nov.  11,  1858.  He  had  a 
family  of  eleven  children. 

He  publinhed  a  sermon  on  the  death  of  Ebenezer 
Daggett,  Jr.,  delivered  Dec.  16,  1831,  and  several 
other  discourses.  He  also  published  a  memoir  of  Dr. 
Samuel  Hopkins,  the  celebrated  theologian,  for  the 
use  of  Sabbath-schools. 

Rev.  Jonathan  Crane.— He  was  born  in  Sche- 


nectady, N.  Y.,  in  1814.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  he 
entered  Union  College,  and  graduated  in  1832,  at  the 
age  of  eighteen.  At  the  age  of  twenty-two  he  was 
ordained  over  the  Congregational  Church  at  East  At- 
tleborough, Oct  80,  1886.  He  was  dismissed  June 
12,  1854,  after  a  pastorate  of  eighteen  years,  and  re- 
moved to  New  York,  where  he  was  settled  over  the 
Congregational  Church  at  Twentieth  Street.  Here 
he  remained  three  years.  He  was  invited  to  return 
to  Attleborough,  and  while  here  the  church  was  re- 
paired and  enlarged.  In  1860  he  received  a  call  from 
the  Congregational  Church  at  Middletown,  N.  Y. 
When  he  went  there  his  congregation  consisted  of 
only  forty  families,  but  when  he  left,  in  1868,  it  had 
increased  to  one  hundred  and  twentv. 

He  then  went  West,  and  made  his  home  in  Kala- 
mazoo, Mich.,  and  preached  in  various  places  in  that 
vicinity.  He  labored  for  some  time  at  St.  Joseph, 
Mo.,  and  aided  the  people  there  in  building  a  new 
church.  In  1875,  Mr.  Crane  returned,  by  invitation, 
to  Middletown,  and  remained  with  his  people  there 
till  his  death,  Dec.  25,  1877,  at  the  age  of  sixty-three 
years.  In  1887,  Mr.  Crane  married  Miss  Anna  H., 
daughter  of  the  late  N.  W.  San  ford,  of  New  York. 
She  still  survives  him.  He  leaves  four  children.  His 
ministry  here  was  very  successful,  and  the  church 
prosperous,  with  large  additions  to  its  members. 

The  next  settled  minister  was  Rev.  Charles  D. 
Lothrop,  born  at  Elaston,  Mass.,  1828,  and  a  graduate 
of  Amherst  College  in  1849,  and  also  in  Andover 
Theological  Seminary.  He  was  ordained  here  Dec. 
14,  1854,  and  dismissed  April  29, 1857,  after  a  pastor- 
ate of  two  and  one-half  years. 

To  him  succeeded  Rev.  Francis  N.  Pelonbet,  who 
was  born  in  the  city  of  New  York,  a  graduate  of  Wil- 
liams College  1853,  and  Bangor  Theological  Semi- 
nary 1857,  and  was  installed  here  June  26, 1836.  He 
was  dismissed  Oct.  19,  1871,  and  is  now  pastor  of  the 
church  in  Natick. 

The  next  pastor  was  Rev.  Samuel  Hell,  who  was  in- 
stalled July,  1872,  and  dismissed  Oct.  12,  1878. 

The  present  pastor  is  the  Rev.  William  A.  Spaul- 
ding,  of  Lynn,  formerly  missionary  in  Turkey;  was 
installed  Sept.  11,  1879. 

North  Baptist  Churcll. — This  church  was  consti- 
tuted in  1769.  Its  existence,  however,  may  be  traced 
back  as  early  as  1747.  It  was  at  first  and  fur  many 
years  afterwards  of  the  Congregational  order,  though 
differing  from  that  denomination  in  some  respects. 
**  There  being,"  say  the  church  records,  **  a  consider- 
able number  of  Christians  in  this  place  that  are  dis- 
satisfied with,  the  constitution  of  the  standing  order 
of  churches  in  the  land,  they,  with  sume  others, 
formed  themselves  into  a  society  to  worship  God  ac- 
cording to  His  word  and  spirit."  Jan.  20,  1747,  the 
church  proceeded  **  to  set  apart  their  esteemed  Brother 
Nathaniel  Shepard,  by  solemn  ordination,  as  their 
pastor,"  who  was  removed  by  death  April  14,  1752. 

It  was  from  the  commencement  a  small  and  feeble 
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church,  and  continued  "  through  many  trials  and  dis- 
couragementu"  till  the  year  1769,  when  by  vote  the 
church  changed  their  constitution  "  from  a  Congrega- 
tional to  a  Baptist  Church,  in  what  is  called  open 
communion."  At  this  time  there  were  six  male  and 
four  female  members  who  agreed  in  doctrine,  and 
formed  fellowship  with  Bellingham  Church.  Two 
years  preTious,  in  1767,  the  church  moved  Mr.  Abra- 
ham Bloss  from  Sturbridge  to  Attleborough,  who 
preached  here  two  years  till  his  death,  Sept.  16, 1769. 

To  him  succeeded  Elder  Job  Seamans,  of  Sack- 
ville,  Cumberland  County,  and  province  of  Nova 
Scotia,  now  in  the  province  of  New  Brunswick.  Mr. 
Seamans  was  bom  in  Swansea,  Mass.,  in  1748.  He 
removed  to  Sackville,'  New  Brunswick,  with  Elder 
Mason's  company,  who  emigrated  to  that  place  from 
Swansea,  Mass.,  in  1763.  He  there  became  a  preacher. 
He  was  invited  to  become  the  pastor  of  the  church  in 
this  town,  accepted  the  invitation,  and  removed  here. 
In  1779  he,  in  conjunction  with  Elder  Biel  Ledoyt,  of 
Woodstock,  Conn.,  was  appointed  by  the  Warren  As- 
sociation a  missionary  to  visit  various  parts  of  New 
Hampshire.  In  the  course  of  the  same  year  he  re- 
turned to  Attleborough,  where  he  remained  till  1788. 
In  1787,  May  10th,  he  requested  a  dismission  from  the 
church  in  this  place,  which  was  reluctantly  granted  in 
June,  1788,  when  he  removed  to  New  London,  N.  H., 
where  he  had  preached  during  his  mission,  and  was 
settled  over  the  new  Baptist  Church  in  that  place, 
which  he  established  at  the  same  time.  Here  he  con- 
tinued till  his  death  in  1830,  at  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty- two. 

Mr.  Seamans  married  Sarah  Easterbrooks,  by  whom 
he  had,  while  here,  eight  children, — four  sous  and 
four  daughters. 

Rev.  William  Williams,'  who  was  a  member  of  this 
church  and  a  respected  pastor  of  the  Baptist  Society 
in  Wrentham,  occasionally  supplied  the  pulpit  during 
the  vacancies  which  occurred  after  the  removal  of  Mr. 
Seamans. 

November,  1789,  Elder  Abner  Lewis  came  from  New 
Bedford  to  Attleborough,  and  continued  the  pastor  of 
the  church  until  September,  1795,  when  he  returned 
to  New  Bedford.  After  this  Mr.  Laben  Thurber 
preached  here  till  April,  1797,  when  he  relinquished 


>  Th#  pliicii  was  tlian  oalM  Tanteminar  by  Uie  French,  und  wm  In 
Ch«  pffoTlnM  of  MoTA  Seotla.— Am  BMMcffcfa  Hkktrjf. 

s  If*  WM  R  eolel>rate«l  Iwiraetor  of  youth.  Ue  commenced  a  ichool  for 
fltHoi;  yoang  men  for  oonege,  near  his  meetlng-honse  In  Wrentham, 
which  he  eontlnnH  for  many  yean  with  dlstlngniahed  succew.  He  odn- 
rated  npwarda  of  one  hundred  stodents,*  the  most  of  whom  gradnated 
at  Drown  Unlrereity.  Many  of  them  became  distinguished  men.  In  the 
namber  of  his  pupils  were  Br.  Maxcy,  Hon.  Darid  R.  Williams,  formerly 
ISovemor  of  South  Oarollna,  Hon.  Tristam  Burgee,  the  former  eloquent 
■Bonber  of  Oongrsss  Prom  Rhode  Island,  etc. 

Mr.  Wllllame  himeelf  was  educated  at  Katon*s  Academy,  New  Jersey, 
and  gradoated  at  Brown  Uulrerslty  In  1700,  which  was  the  first  class  In 
that  Inetltiition.  He  married  for  his  second  wife  Miss  Titus,  the  daogh- 
ter  of  DeaooB  J.  Tftos,  of  Attleborough. 


•  Denedlct*s  HIat  Bkp. 


the  office  of  a  religious  teacher  and  removed  to  the 
east  part  of  the  town. 

Elder  James  Read,  who  was  then  resident  in  Asso- 
net  village,  Freetown,  commenced  preaching  here  in 
April,  1800,  and  was  so  well  approved  that  in  Decem- 
ber of  the  same  year  the  church  gave  him  an  invitation 
to  settle,  which  was  accepted.  In  February  following 
he  removed  to  Attleborough,  and  was  installed  Aug. 
18,  1801.  Sermon  by  Rev.  Dr.  Qano,  Providence; 
charge  by  Elder  Pitman,  of  Rehoboth  ,*  right  hand 
of  fellowship  by  Elder  Baker.  At  the  same  time 
Edward  Clark  was  ordained  as  an  evangelist.  Mr. 
Clark  died  April  22, 1811,  in  the  seventy-second  year 
of  his  age. 

Elder  Read  continued  in  the  ministry  here  till  his 
death.  He  died  Oct  21, 1814,  in  the  forty-sixth  year 
of  his  age.  Ho  was  a  worthy  and  uf>eful  minister, 
and  universally  respected  as  a  man.  The  records  of 
the  church  bear  ample  testimony  of  the  estimation 
in  which  he  was  held  by  his  people.  "  In  the  prime 
of  his  life  and  in  the  midst  of  his  usefulness,  the  Lord, 
who  doeth  all  things  according  to  his  good  pleasure, 
hath  seen  fit  to  remove  him  from  the  church  militant 
to  the  church  triumphant.  Leaving  the  wife  of  his 
youth  to  mourn  the  loss  of  a  kind  husband,  and  three 
children  to  mourn  the  loss  of  a  kind  parent^  and  this 
church  and  society  to  mourn  the  loss  of  a  faithful 
minister  of  the  gospel,  and  one  whose  faithful  warn- 
ings will  long  be  had  in  remembi:ance  by  many  of 
them."  His  funeral  sermon  was  preached  by  Dr. 
Gano,  of  Providence. 

It  is  said  of  him:  ''He  found  much  pleasure 
in  preaching  the  gospel  in  the  destitute  places  of 
Southeastern  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  and  even 
Connecticut.  It  is  believed  that  he  thus  laid  the 
foundation  of  several  churches.  An  absence  of  whole 
weeks  on  these  missionary  tours  was  always  at  his 
own  expense.  He  returned  home  from  them  burning 
with  a  desire  to  be  able  to  preach  in  other  villages 
beyond.  His  salary  was  not  ample  enough  to  allow 
him  to  give  his  whole  time  to  the  church.  There  be- 
ing no  parsonage  he  rented  a  house  and  piece  of  land 
near  the  church,  and  by  the  produce  of  five  days* 
labor  of  the  week  supported  his  family." 

He  preached  a  sermon  on  the  one  hundredth  anni- 
versary of  the  birth  of  John  Shepard,  "  the  ancient," 
at  Roxborough,  which  was  made  an  occasion  of  great 
attraction.    He  served  about  five  years  longer. 

April  28,  1815.  Rev.  Stephen  S.  Nelson,  who  was 
then  preaching  in  Bellingham,  was  invited  "to  take 
the  pastoral  care  of  this  church."  He  was  dismissed 
in  May,  1820. 

Rev.  Sil&<i  Hall,  of  Raynham,  came  here  in  1823, 
and  remained  four  years.  He  was  subsequently  pas- 
tor of  the  Baptist  Church  in  Taunton. 

Rev.  William  Phillips  was  ordained  over  this  church 
February,  1827,  and  continued  its  pastor  two  years, 
when  he  was  invited  to  Providence,  R.  I.,  and  was 
settled  over  the  Second  Baptist  Church  in  that  place. 


636 


BISTORT  OP  BRISTOL  OOUNTT,  MASBAOHUSBTTS. 


Rev.  Jonathan  £.  Forbnah  waa  raoeiTed  into  the 
church  and  choeen  paator  April  1, 1882. 

Rev.  Silaa  Hall  ofSdatad  a  aeoond  term  aa  paator, 
commencing  January,  1887,  and  remaining  two  yeara. 

Rev.  Reuben  Moeey  waa  the  next  paator ;  oame  here 
June,  1839,  and  continaad  a  aucceasftil  miniatry  here 
for  eight  years  till  May,  1847,  when  he  reqaeetad  a 
dismiRsion  to  accept  a  paatorato  in  Homer,  N.  T. 

Rev.  William  H.  Alden,  now  of  Portamouth,  waa 
ordained  over  thb  church  Sept.  1, 1852.  He  con- 
tinued pastor  till  April  26, 1866,  when  |ie  raqueatod 
a  dismission  to  accept  the  call  of  the  Fini  Church  of 
Lowell. 

Rev.  0.  F.  Warren  waa  next  called.  He  accepted 
the  invitation,  and  commenced  hia  miniatry  OcL  1, 
1857,  when  he  waa  installed.  He  waa  diamiaeed  in 
October,  1860. 

Rev.  J.  F.  Ashley,  of  Templeton,  aupplied  the  pnl- 
pit  for  three  months.  Hia  miniatry  continued  one 
year. 

Rev.  Abijah  Hall  accepted  a  call  Oct.  19, 1862.  In 
December,  1865,  hia  repeated  reaignation  waa  ao» 
cepted. 

Rev.  Mr.  Lovell  and  Rev.  Mr.  Cooper  were  acting 
pastors  for  several  yeara. 

The  first  meeting-hooae  waa  not  flniahed  till  1784, 
though  it  was  erected  many  yean  previooa.  The 
present  meeting-house  waa  built  in  the  apring  of  1817. 

South  Baptist  ChnroL— Thia  chnrch,  which  ia 
now  extinct,  was  establiahed  aa  early  aa  1760.  Ita 
records  cannot  be  found.  April  20, 17BB,  the  First  and 
Second  Baptist  Churches  in  Attleborongh  met  and 
agreed  upon  fellovship  aa  sister  chnrches.  Elder 
Elihu  Daggett^  was  the  first  preacher.  It  ia  believ^ 
that  he  was  never  regularly  settled  here.  He  occa- 
sionally preached  at  the  North  Baptist  Church. 

The  next  preacher  waa  Elder  Elisha  Carpenter. 
He  was  settled  as  early  as  1780,  if  not  before,  and  re« 
mained  pastor  of  the  church  till  about  1798,  when  he 
removed  to  Providence,  N.  Y.,  where  he  died.  Ho 
was  a  native  of  this  town,  a  son  of  Elisha  Carpenter, 
and  was  born  Aug.  17,  1745.  Hia  wife  was  Anna 
Freeman,  of  Attleborongh. 

Soon  after  Elder  Carpenter's  removal  the  church 
was  dissolved,  and  the  members  connected  themselves 
with  other  churches  in  the  vicinity.  The  meeting- 
house was  taken  down  about  1810.  It  stood  on  the 
south  side  of  the  road  leading  from  the  late  Thomas 
Cooper's  to  Capt.  Joseph  Tifiany's. 

First  Universalist  Society.— The  first  meeting  was 
held  Aug.  17,  1816,  when  the  society  was  organized. 


1  H«  WM  the  ton  of  Deacon  Mayhew  Dsggett;  lils  wife  wm  B«beccalj 
Stanley y  dNUgliter  of  Jacob  Stanley,  one  of  the  flnt  of  that  uanie  who 
oame  here  from  Topefleld.  He  was  Interred  In  the  new  burylug-gronnd. 
On  hie  grave-itone  ie  the  following  Inacriptlon:  **  Sacred  to  the  memory 
of  Klder  Klihn  Daggett,  who  died  Aug.  21Hli,  1760,  In  the  00th  year  of  hie 
age."  **  Sacred  to  tlie  memory  of  Mra.  lUbeocah  Daggett  (hie  widowX 
who  died  Sept  80th,  1709,  In  the  86lh  year  of  her  age. 

What  we  left  behind,  othera  poeeeee; 

What  we  gave  to  the  poor,  we  carried  with  ui." 


It  waa  incorporated  Feb.  20, 1818,  by  the  name  of  the 
'*  First  UniTevaallat  Society  in  Ataeboroogh." 

The  first  miniater  waa  Uie  Bar.  Bichard  Caniqoe. 
He  oommenoed  preaching  here  in  1816,  and  waa  or* 
dained  Dec  80, 1818.  A  meeting-bonae  waa  built  in 
the  aummer  of  1818,  and  dedicated  December  89th  of 
the  aame  year.  The  church  liaa  aince  been  ramoTed 
to  North  Attleborongh.  It  atood  on  the  old  poat 
road,  a  few  roda  aoath  of  the  First  Congregalionai 
meeting' honae.  Mr.  Oarriqne  waa  djimiawd  in  March, 
1828. 

The  next  minister  waa  the  Rot.  Bobert  Killiam, 
who  commenced  preacliing  March  18, 1882,  and  waa 
soon  after  inatalled.  He  waa  diamisMd  in  April, 
1888. 

To  him  ancoeeded  the  Bct.  Natlianiel  Wright,  who 
waa  inatelled  in  1888. 

Bct.  Joaeph  D.  Peirce  became  the  paator  of  the 
church  of  Uio  First  UnlvcfMiliat  Society  at  Nortli 
AtUeborough  in  1844.  He  waa  bom  in  Scituate, 
Mass.,  Nov.  15,  1815,  and  died  Not.  16,  1880.  He 
waa  ibr  thirty-aix  yeara  the  faithftil  and  devoted  min- 
ister of  that  aociety,  and  was  alwaya  ready  ibr  every 
good  work  which  he  found  to  do,  and  intoreated  him* 
self  in  whatever  concerned  the  general  intereate  and 
welfare  of  the  town.  He  waa  particularly  earneat  in 
promoting  the  cause  of  common-school  education, 
and  waa  for  many  years  an  active  member  of  the 
school  committee. 

By  hia  wise  and  judiclona  conduct  and  exemplary 
character  he  won  and  justly  deserved  the  reapect  and 
confidence  of  all  denominations  throughout  the  town, 
and  hia  death  was  regarded  as  a  great  public  loss. 

The  Bev.  John  8.  Oantwell,  D.D.,  the  present  paa- 
tor, was  instelled  May  27, 1881.  A  new  and  beautiful 
church  has  been  just  completed,  at  a  coat  of  thirty- 
three  thousand  dollars. 

Hebronville  Churoh.— This  church  was  gathered 
by  Bev.  Tlionias  Williams  immodititely  after  his  dis- 
mission from  the  West  Parisli,  in  Dccomlicr,  1827. 
A  small  but  neat  meeting-house  was  built  at  the 
same  time  on  the  line  between  Attleborough  and  See- 
konk, — half  in  one  town  and  half  in  the  other, — to 
which  (and  the  neighborhood)  the  name  of  Hebron- 
ville was  given  by  the  founder.  Bev.  Mr.  Williama 
became  its  first  pastor.  His  connection  with  this 
society  was  dissolved  in  April,  1832. 

The  Davis  Centenary  Methodist  Church  at  East 
Attleborough  was  established  Nov.  2G,  18C5.  They 
have  a  neat  and  convenient  house  of  worsliip.  The 
present  pastor  is  Rev.  J.  A.  L.  Rich. 

Grace  Church  (Episcopalian)  was  formed  in  1871. 
A  tasteful  little  church,  togctiier  with  a  parsonage, 
was  built  in  1872,  and  consecrated  June  18,  1874. 
Rev.  George  E.  Osgood,  rector. 

The  Free  Evangelical  Church  at  North  Attle- 
borough was  organized  April  30,  1808.  A  suiliiblo 
church  was  built  by  the  society,  and  dedicated  Feb. 
24,  1874.    The  present  pastor  \h  Rev.  J.  A.  Wood. 
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In  1860  a  Catholic  Church  was  formed  at  Attle- 
boroagh  Falls  under  the  name  of  St.  Mary's  Chnroh, 
and  has  since  been  removed  to  the  village  of  North 
Attleborough,  where  it  is  intended  to  erect  a  more 
extensive  house  of  worship  than  the  present.  Revs. 
Ekiward  Mongan  and  James  Clarke  are  the  present 
pastors.  They  have  religious  services  at  East  Attle- 
borongh,  and  have  purchased  a  lot  of  land  in  the 
Tillage  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  house  of  wor- 
ship.   There  is  also  a  Catholic  Chapel  at  Dodgeville. 

There  is  the  Hebronville  Church,  called  by  the 
name  of  the  Hebronville  TTnion  Chnroh,— same 
which  was  founded  by  Rev.  Thomas  Williams.  It 
has  undergone  some  changes  since  its  organization. 
The  present  pastor  is  Rev.  Mr.  A.  F.  Remington. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Hebronville 
was  organized  in .  It  is  in  a  flourishing  condi- 
tion, having  just  dedicated  a  new  church  built  by 
them,  at  a  cost  of  ten  thousand  dollars. 

There  is  the  Central  Congregational  Church  at 
Attleborough  Falls,  having  a  handsomely-finished 
and  commodious  house  of  worship.  The  present 
pastor  is  Rev.  Qeorge  O.  Jenness. 

Murray  Union  Society  was  originally  organized 
June  14, 1875;  recognized  April  7,  1878;  reorganized 
May  11, 1881.  Pastors:  first,  Rev.  F.  C.  Flint,  from 
Jan.  1, 1876,  to  March  22,  1876,  when  he  died;  sec- 
ond, Rev.  A.  E.  White,  ordained  and  installed  Oct. 
31,  1877,  remained  here  as  pastor  till  July  8,  1878, 
when  he  asked  a  dismission ;  third,  Rev.  T.  W.  Ill- 
man,  installed  Oct.  1, 1878,  and  is  the  present  pastor. 


CHAPTER    XLIII. 

ATTLEnOROUU  H.— ( Continned,) 
B«TolatloDM7  War— ProeMdiDgfl  of  tiie  Town. 

The  Revolutionary  War.—It  appears  from  our 
records  that  the  citizens  of  the  town  took  an  early 
and  active  part  in  those  proceedings  which  finally  led 
to  independence.  The  spirit  of  the  Revolution  began 
to  move  tlic  ])Cople  as  early  as  1773.  They  began  to 
discuss  the  origin  and  foundation  of  their  rights,  and 
to  proclaim  in  bold  language  their  determination  to 
maintain  them.  They  strenuously  denied  the  claims 
of  the  mother-country.  This  prepared  the  way  for 
tliat  great  contest  which  was  approaching,  and  which 
soon  after  commenced. 

Pages  might  be  filled  with  the  spirited  addresses 
and  resolutions  adopted  in  town-meeting,  but  the 
limits  of  the  work  will  permit  only  a  brief  outline  of 
the  transactions  of  that  day. 

At  a  town-meeting,  Jan.  18,  1773,  a  resolute  and 
patriotic  address  was  adopted  and  sent  to  the  com- 
mittee in  linston.  It  is  too  long  to  quote  entire.  A 
few  extracts  will  afibrd  a  specimen. 

"  We  His  Majesty's  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects  and 


freeholders  of  the  town  of  Attleborough,  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Correspondence  in  Boston." 

After  due  professions  of  "honor  and  praise  to 
George  the  3d,  King  of  Great  Britain,"  etc,  and 
praying  that  the  "golden  chance  of  succession  by 
which  the  Protestant  kings  are  held  on  the  throne  of 
Great  Britain  may  never  be  broken,"  etc.,  the  ad- 
dress proceeds  to  say:  "Our  present  trials  are  very 
great  A  wise  king  once  said  that  oppression  maketh 
a  wise  man  mad.  We  hope  not  to  turn  maniacs,  but 
to  keep  the  advantage  of  our  spirits.  We  will  pray 
that  all  they  that  are  Gods  on  earth  will  remember 
that  they  must  die  like  men,  and  the  lofty,  towering 
heads  of  Kings  and  Princes  must  be  brought  as  low 
as  the  meanest  subject.  And  here  we  will  make  a 
pause  and  inquire  what  we  have  done,  what  disloy- 
alty there  hath  been  in  us  that  hath  incurred  the 
displeasures  of  our  Gracious  Majesty,  that  could  be 
the  cause  of  threatening  the  ruining  of  us  his  Ameri- 
can subjects.  And  to  set  things  in  a  clearer  light  we 
may  be  justly  entitled  to  a  few  notes  of  exultation. 
In  the  year  1745,  when  the  British  trumpet  sounded 
war  from  beyond  the  seas  to  the  Americans,  no 
sooner  did  our  American  Parliament  understand  the 
certain  sound  of  the  martial  trumpet  but  instantane- 
ously a  political  convention  is  called,  faithfulness  and 
loyalty  in  every  countenance.  Like  Babylon  of  old, 
one  messenger  runs  to  meet  another,  and  one  post  to 
meet  another,  to  tell  the  whole  Province  that  the 
Kingdom  was  invaded  at  one  end.  Forthwith  orders 
are  issued  out  to  the  Colonels,  and  from  the  Colonels 
to  the  Captains,  and  at  the  beat  of  the  Drum  volun- 
teers paraded  the  ground  like  well-harnessed  soldiers 
with  courage  bold,  and  like  the  war-horse  mocking 
at  fear,  marched  with  their  commanders  to  the  high 
places  of  Louisbourg, — stormed  their  i n trench m en ts ; 
made  a  discovery  of  their  subterraneous  mines  and 
galleries;  beat  down  the  strongholds;  brake  the  jaws 
of  the  Gallic  Lion,  and  made  a  conquest  of  the  city 
to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain.  And  in  the  last  war 
that  hath  been  upon  us,  we  haved  joined  our  British 
brethren,  warring  and  fighting  through  seas  of  blood 
until  we  subdued  the  Canadian  Province  to  the  crown 
of  our  Sovereign  Lord  George  the  3d.  And  after  all 
this,  shall  we  be  conjugated,  enslaved,  and  ruined  ? 
Fathers,  provoke  not  your  children  to  wrath,  lest  they 
be  discouraged  on  the  one  hand  and  encouraged  on 
the  other.  We  esteem  our  privileges  tantamount  to 
our  lives,  and  the  loss  of  them  death  in  consequence; 
and  since  there  is  no  new  discovered  America  for  us 
to  flee  to,  we  are  almost  ready  to  think  that  we  will 
let  go  our  ploughshares  and  pruning-hooks  to  be 
malleated  on  the  anvil,  and  not  give  up  our  dear- 
bought  privileges  to  any  power  on  earth. 

"  And  now  in  a  few  words  to  say  what  our  privileges 
are  and  wherein  they  are  violated:  We  think  that 
our  privileges  take  their  rise  merely  from  nature.  As 
we  emigrated  from  our  mother-country  at  our  own 
expense  and  without  any  charge  to  the  Crown  of 
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Great  Britain,  our  subjection  to  the  Crown  of  Great 
Britain  must  be  considered  as  an  act  of  our  own 
election.  How  far  that  subjection  was  made,  and  in 
what  manner  the  British  government  can  possibly 
reach  over  the  Atlantic  to  have  any  influence  at  all 
upon  us,  is  known  only  by  the  stipulation  between  us 
and  the  king  of  Great  Britain  expressed  in  our  Char- 
ter. Although  it  be  allowed  that  any  Plantation 
settled  by  the  order  and  expense  of  any  State  remains 
naturally  subjected  to  that  State,  yet  that  not  having 
been  the  case  in  our  departure  from  Great  Britain, 
we  utterly  disallow  any  right  of  government  over  us 
but  what  is  expressed  in  the  Charter.  We  have  no 
natural  and  necessary  connection  with  the  Crown  in 
point  of  government  but  what  springs  from  our  own 
choice,  and  that  choice  can  be  known  but  by  the 
stipulation  aforesaid,  which  both  expresseth  and 
limiteth  the  subjection  which  was  our  choice.  This, 
we  apprehend,  is  the  true  and  just  state  of  our  privi- 
leges, as  they  are  interested  in  the  present  contro- 
versy. So  that  whatever  act  of  government  is  ex- 
ercised contrary  to  or  not  expressly  provided  for  in 
the  charter  is  an  open  infringement  of  our  privileges. 

''  The  appointment  of  a  Governor  altogether  inde- 
pendent on  us,  and  who,  according  to  the  present 
state  of  things,  can  be  under  no  influence  from  our 
interest,  but  whose  personal  interest  may  naturally 
put  him  to  the  utter  overthrow  of  our  whole  interest, 
— we  apprehend  this  to  be  an  infraction  of  our  Char- 
ter rights  and  privileges.  The  appointment  of  Judges 
from  home,  if  true,  or  the  maintenance  of  them  in- 
dependent upon  us  and  dependent  entirely  upon  the 
Crown,  we  think  an  infringement  upon  our  Charter 
rights,  and  which  tends  to  corrupt  and  destroy  the 
very  essence  of  our  privileges.  The  parting  our 
money  among  a  set  of  men  of  no  use  to  us  or  the 
community,  without  our  consent,  is  a  bold  and  unjust 
infringement  upon  our  privileges.  The  subjecting 
civil  casas  to  trial  by  Court  of  Admiralty  instead  of 
Juries,  and  especially  the  taking  from  us  the  right  of 
trying  capital  cases  in  any  articles,  and  carrying  our 
brethren,  on  suspicion  of  guilt,  from  all  who  are  ac- 
quainted with  their  character,  or  who  can  possibly  do 
them  justice,  and  ordering  them  to  bo  transported,  at 
almost  infinite  expense,  three  thousand  miles  for 
trial,  is  a  most  barbarous,  unjust,  and  unconstitu- 
tional affiiir." 

1774.  September  12th.  The  town  chose  a  commit- 
tee to  join  with  the  committees  of  the  other  towns 
in  this  county  "  to  consult  the  safety  and  peace  and 
prosperity  thereof,  as  well  as  the  whole  government 
and  continent,  upon  any  emergency.*'  The  committee 
consisted  of  Bve,  viz.,  Mr.  Edward  Richards,  Deacon 
Eben.  Lane,  Capt.  John  Daggett,  I^ieut.  Moses  Wil- 
marth,  and  Mr.  Elisha  May.  This  was  the  first  com- 
mittee of  safety  chosen  in  this  town.  The  practice 
of  choosing  such  a  committee  was  continued  till  the 
close  of  the  Revolution. 

September  29th.  Captain  John  Daggett  was  chosen 


representative  to  the  General  Court  at  Salem,  and 
Deacon  Eben  Lane  as  a  "  committee  man"  to  join  the 
Provincial  Congress  to  be  holden  at  Concord  on  the 
second  Tuesday  of  October  next 

December  6th.  The  town  established  a  "  Superior 
and  an  Inferior  Court,  to  hear  and  determine  contro- 
versies that  have  arisen  or  may  arise  in  this  town." 
Five  men  were  chosen  to  serve  as  superior  judges, 
viz.,  Dea.  Eben.  Larce,  first  justice,  Col.  John  Dag- 
gett, second,  Capt  John  Stearns,  third,  Capt  Moses 
Wilmarth,  fourth,  and  Dr.  Bezeliel  Mann,  fifth. 
Seven  were  appointed  inferior  judges,  viz.,  Mr.  Ekl- 
ward  Richards,  Lieut  Elkonah  Wilmarth,  Capt. 
Jacob  Ide,  Capt  Stephen  Richardson,  Mr.  Elisha 
May,  Capt  John  Tyler,  Mr.  William  SUnley.  At 
the  same  time  it  was  voted  "  that  we  will  comply 
with,  stand  to,  and  abide  by  the  resolves,  instruc- 
tions, and  directions  of  the  Continental  and  Provin- 
cial Congresses,"  and  that  ''all  persons  who  refuse 
to  comply  with  them  shall  be  treated  as  Ih/cuhohm  Pti-- 


if 


ions. 

It  was  also  voted  to  choose  a  "committee  of  in- 
spection, to  inquire  and  give  notice  of  all  persons 
who  shall  presume  to  make  use  of  an  India  tea  after 
the  1st  of  March  next"  The  "  affair  of  the  chest  of 
tea  at  Capt  Richardson's"  was  left  discretionary  with 
the  selectmen. 

These  were  no  half-way  measures,  aiid  were  sup- 
ported throughout  with  the  same  resolution. 

Jan.  2, 1775.  Chose  Col.  John  Daggett  '*  to  repre- 
sent us  at  the  Congress  to  be  holden  at  Cambridge 
on  the  1st  of  February  next,  and  to  serve  in  that 
capacity  until  the  month  of  May  next,  or  until  the 
time  fixed  for  the  dissolution  of  said  Congress."  At 
the  same  time  a  committee  of  thirteen  was  chosen  to 
procure  "subscriptions  for  the  relief  of  the  suffering 
poor  in  the  town  of  Boston."  ^ 

May  24th.  Capt  John  Stearns  was  chosen  to  rep- 
resent the  town  at  the  Provincial  Congress  to  be  held 
in  the  meeting-house  at  Watertown  the  31st  inst. 
The  committee  of  correspondence  this  year  were 
Deacon  Eben.  Lane,  Dr.  Mann,  and  Capt  Moses 
Wilmarth. 

July  10th.  Capt  John  Stearns  was  elected  repre- 
sentative to  the  General  Court  to  be  held  at  Water- 
town,  19th  inst. 

March  19,1776.  The  Committee  of  Correspondence, 
Inspection,  and  Safety  were  Deacon  Lnno,  ICdward 
Richards,  Capt.  8.  Richardson,  Lieut  Alexander 
Foster,  Ens.  Noah  Fuller,  William  Stanley,  Capt. 
Wilmarth,  Eben.  Tiffany,  Samuel  Atherton,  Thomas 
Starkey,  Elkonah  Wilmarth,  Nathaniel  Bishop,  and 
Capt.  Jacob  Ide. 

May  22d.  Capt.  John  Stearns,  representative.  At 
his  request  a  committee,  consisting  of  Capt  Elisha 
May,  Capt  Stephen  Richardson,  Rev.  Peter  Thatcher, 


1  Thif  WM  on  the  occ«aloD  of  ihuUing  the  port  of  Boiton  by  the 
Britifh  Parliament. 
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LeTi  Maxcy,  and  Lieut.  Alexander  Foster,  was  chosen 
to  draw  up  instmctions  for  the  representative,  who 
made  a  report,  from  which  extracts  are  given : 

**  CArr.  Jmm  Stbaemi  : 

**  Bra,— Tb«  town,  repodiiK  •peelal  confldenoe  in  jour  ability  and  In- 
tagrl^,  hava  cboaan  yon  thair  rtprcafntatlTe  at  the  Qreat  and  Genaral 
Ooart  fsr  this  jaar.  At  yonr  reqnmt  we  take  the  liberty  to  eaggeit  the 
IMIowIng  tblnfe  to  yonr  attention  aa  mattera  of  great  Importance : 

"If  the  Oontinenlal  Oongrcai  ehouM  tlilnk  It  beet  to  declare  for  Inde- 
pewdency  of  Great  Britain,  we  nnanlmouely  deaire  yon  for  ne  to  engage 
to  dafaad  them  therein  with  onr  liree  and  fortnnee.1 

**  Tha  fortifying  and  Nfllciently  providing  for  tlie  defence  of  all  onr 
iMhiiort  towna,  especially  the  metropolii  of  thie  colony,  le  of  >noh  con- 
seqnenee  m  that  panimony  or  delay  therein  will  be  the  wont  of  policy. 
Wa  appreiiend  that  th«  raifing  of  soldien  for  the  defence  of  the  colony 
la  retarded,  and  ao  iandered  both  more  cliargeal>le  and  leae  neeftil  for 
want  of  raflldent  bounty  to  encourage  enlletments :  that  the  raMng 
fewer  flbrrfa  at  a  time  than  la  neeemary,  which  acatten  the  ofllceni  witli 
whom  whoever  enllete  will  deaire  to  be  acquainted,  le  a  like  hludranee 
to  a  apeedy  ralaiag  of  forcea.** 

After  giving  some  further  specific  instructions  the 
report  concludes,  "Other  things  in  general  we  refer 
to  your  wisdom  and  fidelity,  unless  some  special  dif- 
ficulty should  occur,  in  which  case  you  will  please 
take  our  minds  as  occasion  shall  serve." 

At  the  same  time  it  was  voted  that  the  selectmen 
should  order  the  money  out  of  the  treasury  to  pay  the 
minute-men  who  marched  on  the  alarm  occasioned 
by  the  battle  at  Bunker  Hill. 

July  16th.  Voted  to  raise  the  bounty  from  three 
pounds  to  twelve  pounds  for  the  soldiers  this  town 
are  to  furnish  to  go  to  New  York. 

Jan.  27,  1777.  Voted  to  raise  the  bounty  for  the 
soldiers  who  went  to  New  York  in  July  last  to  forty 
dollars  for  each  man,  "to  such  as  will  take  it." 

March  18th.  The  Committee  of  Correspondence, 
Inspection,  and  Safety  this  year  were  Ed.  Richards, 
Cyrel  Carpenter,  Samuel  Tifiany,  Jr.,  Elisha  May, 
and  Nathan  Tyler. 

April  2d.  A  meeting  was  held  to  see  if  the  town 
will  give  some  encouragement  to  the  soldiery  to  enlist 
our  pro|>ortion  of  the  fifteen  battalions  granted  by 
this  State  to  join  the  Continental  army. 

A  committee  was  chosen  to  report  upon  the  subject, 
and  also  to  state  what  is  an  average  on  the  whole 
since  the  war  commcnce<1,  who  reported  that  the 
iKHinty  and  wages  given  by  Congress  and  our  court 
afTordcd  a  suflicient  encouragement  for  the  first  years' 
service;  that  for  the  second  year  the  town  allow  two 
pounds  per  month  in  addition  to  the  wages,  and  the 
same  for  the  last  year.  Twenty-four  pounds  in  addi- 
tion to  the  bounty,  instead  of  the  addition  to  their 
wages,  was  offered  to  those  who  might  prefer  it. 

The  committee  also  reported  that  the  eight  months' 
men,  or  those  who  went  into  service  in  consequence 


*  Thie  eeema  to  hare  been  oonceired  In  eomething  of  that  holy  ardor, 
that  eoMlBM  eplrit  of  patriotlem  and  eelf'devotion,  which  (In  a  few 
n»onthe  after)  dictated  thoee  ever  memorable  words  in  the  cloelng  een* 
tMice  of  the  Ueclaration  of  Independence,—**  We  pledge  onr  llree,  onr 
fbrtnnee,  and  onr  caered  honor.**  Immortal  worda,  which  eent  eneh  a 
thrill  to  the  hearta  of  onr  eonntrymen,  and  Inspired  them  with  snch  an 
vneoo«|iierable  enthnilaem  in  the  canae  of  fircadom  i 


of  Lexington  battle,  have  no  allowance;  that  the 
six  weeks'  and  two  months'  men  have  no  allowance ; 
that  the  year's  men  be  allowed  ten  pounds  per  man ; 
that  the  Dorchester  men  have  no  allowance ;  that  the 
men  raised  for  two  months  in  September,  1776,  be  al- 
lowed seven  pounds  per  man ;  that  the  men  raised  for 
the  northern  or  Canada  expedition  be  allowed  ten 
pounds  per  man ;  that  the  quarter  men,  or  those  raised 
for  Howland's  Ferry,  be  allowed  six  pounds  per  man. 

May  22d.  Chose  Capt.  John  Stearns  and  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Stanley  representatives.  Appointed  a  committee 
to  prepare  instructions  to  said  representatives,  viz. : 
Rev.  Peter  Thatcher,  Capt  Elisha  May,  Col.  John 
Daggett,  Capt.  Moses  Wilmarth,  Mr.  Levi  Maxcy. 
Their  report,  it  appears,  is  not  recorded. 

Excused  Capt.  May  from  serving  on  Committee  of 
Correspondence,  etc.,  and  elected  Stephen  Fuller  in 
his  room.  Voted  to  enlarge  said  committee,  and 
added  Zephaniah  Bishop,  Jacob  Cushman,  and  John 
Sweetland. 

Jan.  12, 1778.  A  committee,  consisting  of  Rev.  Mr. 
Thacher,  Capt.  Elisha  May,  Col.  Stephen  Richard- 
son, Deacon  Stanley,  Capt  Caleb  Richardson,  Lieut 
Elkanah  Wilmarth,  and  Mr.  John  Wilkinson,  was 
chosen  to  prepare  instructions  to  the  representatives 
of  the  town  relative  to  the  Articles  of  Confederation. 
They  presented  a  report,  which  was  accepted.  It 
shows  how  perfectly  convinced  at  that  time  our  fore- 
fathers were  of  the  value  and  importance  of  a  firm 
union  of  the  States  to  the  well-being  of  the  whole 
people. 

To  show  the  sentiments  of  the  people  a  few  extracts 
are  given : 

**The  onbecriben,  being  choeen  a  oomnlttae  *fo  consider  what  In- 
stmctions It  may  be  proper  for  them  to  giro  their  rapresentaUrea  rela- 
tive to  the  Articles  of  Confederation  and  Perpetual  Union  which  are 
proponed  to  the  consideration  of  the  Legislatures  of  all  the  United 
States  as  Uie  basis  thereof  forerer,*  and  also  *  relatlTe  to  the  resoltes  of 
the  most  Honorable  Congress  of  the  7th  and  ttd  of  Korember  last,* 
having  maturely  considered  the  said  Articles  and  reeolvee,  do  humbly 
ofTcr  the  following  to  the  couslderaUon  of  the  town  on  thhi  rery  Impor- 
tant enl^ect : 

.  **To  Messrs.  John  8t«ams  and  William  Stanley,  Bepresentatlvea  of 
the  town  of  Attleborongh,  Gentlemen,  We  shall  r«^oloe  at  the  arrlral 
of  the  happy  honr  when  the  Independent  States  of  North  America  hare 
a  Union  establlsliefl  npon  rqnitable  terms  to  continue  na  long  as  the  enn 
and  moon  endure.  We  are  sensible  of  the  utility  and  necessity  of  such 
a  union  to  onr  present  exerUons  and  the  sncoees  of  them,  as  well  as  for 
the  strength  and  flourishing  condition  of  theee  States  hereafter.    We 


would,  therefore,  be  as  distant  as  possible  fhim  offering  anything  to  <^ 
stmct  Uio  speedy  aooomplishment  of  a  thing  so  dt^raiila;  yet  we  are 
constrained  to  desire  explanation  of  the  4th  paragraph  In  the  fifth  article 
which  determines,  Uiat,  in  deciding  questions  in  th«»  United  States  In 
OouKTess  assembled,  each  State  shall  hare  one  rote,  which,  if  It  exclude 
a  voice  In  Congress  proportioned  to  the  number  or  estate  of  the  diflTer- 
ent  Stalee,  we  apprehend,  would  be  very  unequal  and  not  to  be  by  any 
means  consented  unto,  etc.** 

Alter  stating  specific  objections  to  some  other  arti- 
cles, the  report  concludes, — 

**  with  the  foregoing  emendations  and  explanations  ws  desire  you  to 
use  your  endeavors  that  the  Delegates  In  Congress  be  impowered  to 
ratify  the  afuresaid  Articles  of  Confederation  and  Perpetual  union.  As 
to  the  Beeolvos  of  the  most  IIon*ble  Congress,  we  only  observe  upon  the 
fifth  and  sixth  reeolves,  that  the  regulating  Mil  fbrmerly  enacted  and 
since  reiwaled,  though  fhuned  with  an  honest  and  good  design,  yet  was, 


mpeapl*  of  Uiia  Stall, 

■HQ  wH  or  no  QM  ro  rvfltrhiit  ofipnaan  %aa  jnotivpalltrrs,  bm  nCLifr 
.piiiftti  HlVkDlH^of  u[>pmi]un  liil«  ih«4rbHiiil«,uii]  «u  i^  cn*l  »»"■■> 

At  Ihe  HBme  meeting  tk  committee  nas  appointed  to 
draft  a  petition,  which  whs  aent  to  tiie  General  Court, 
earneatly  praying  for  the  repeal  of  an  net  CHlling  in 
the  biiU  of  credit,  or  Btate  money.  In  Ihiti  petition 
the  people  expressed  their  fenra  of  the  consequences 
whicli  would  result  from  that  act  to  tlie  interests 
of  the  poor,  etc.  "We  have  nnitcd  a  long  time," 
Bay  Ihey,  "  in  hopes  that  you  would  repeal  that  act 
without  our  troubling  you  with  petitions;  but  aa  i 
hare  hitherto  been  disappointed,  we  are  oblige<f, 
justice  to  ourselves  and  U>  our  posterity,  earnestly  to 
pray  for  the  speedy  repeal  of  that  act."  Tliey 
press  their  opinion  that  the  money  ought  lo  bo  called 
in  by  degrees  an  it  was  issued, — that  is,  one  e 
Bion  at  a  time,  by  taxing  the  inhabitants  of  the  Slate 
until  the  whole  is  withdrawn. 

March  17tb.  The  Committee  of  Correspondence, 
etc.,  were  Elkanah  Wilmarth,  Ebcnezer  Tiffany,  and 
Ephraim  Allen,  Jr. 

May  12th.  Voted  to  pay  thirty  pounds  to  each  sol- 
dier who  shall  enlist  iu  the  Continental  army  lo  com- 
plete the  number  (thirteen)  required  of  this  town  by 
a  lute  resolve  of  the  General  Court;  also  voted  to 
give  thirty  pounds  more  us  &  bounty. 

May  2tHt.  The  committee,  chosen  at  a  former  meet- 
ing to  consider  the  constiiution '  lately  submitted  lo 
the  people,  not  agreeing  upon  a  report,  the  town  ap- 
pointed another  committee  of  seven,  vis.,  Bev.  P. 
Thatcher,  Rev.  lUbijah  Wetd,  Elder  Job  Scamans, 
Dr.  Bezaliel  Mann,  Col.  John  Daggett,  Col.  Stephen 
Eichardson,  Capt.  John  Steams,  who  finally  made  a 
report.  The  vote  in  town  stood  fifty-one  afBrmative, 
>eventy-six  negative. 

March  la.  1779.  The  Committee  ofSafety  were  Cupt. 
Caleb  Richardson,  John  Damon,  Elijah  Welluian. 

May  18th.  Blisha  May,  Esq.,  was  chosen  repreacuta- 
tive.  Voted  to  empower  our  representative  to  vote 
for  the  calling  of  a  convention  for  the  sole  purpose  of 
framing  a  new  constitution. 

June  21st.  Voted  to  raise  thirteen  soldiers  (to  serve 
nine  months)  as  this  town's  proportion  of  the  lifluen 
battalions  furnished  by  this  State  to  fill  up  the  Con- 
tinental  army.  On  the  question  of  having  a  new 
constitution  there  were  one  hundred  and  tweiity-uno 
Yotes  in  favor,  and  none  in  the  negative  recorded, 

Aug,  2d.  This  town  scot  three  members  lo  the  cum- 
Tention  which  formed  the  present  constitution  of 
Uasaachusetts. 

"Chose  Col.  John  Daggett,  Capt.  .lohn  Stearns, 
and  Maj.  Elishs  May  to  attend  the  convention*  at 


Cambridge  on  the  1st  of  September  next  for  the  sole 
purpose  of  framing  a  new  constitution. 

The  town  then  took  into  con  si  deration  the  procecl- 
iiigsof  the  convention  held  at  Concord  for  regulating 
articles  of  merchandise  and  country  produce,  and 
voted  unanimously  to  accept  of  the  doings  of  said 
convention  and  to  conform  ourxelvcs  to  the  pniposed 
regulations. 

Chose  Col.  Stephen  Richardson,  Mr.  Levi  Moxcy, 
and  Mr.  Edward  Richards  members  of  the  conven- 
tion U>  be  held  at  Concord  on  the  first  Wednesday  of 
October  next. 

March  21,  1780.  The  Commitlee  of  Safety  were 
David  Richardson,  Cupt.  Moses  Wilmarth,  and  Wil- 
liam Morse. 

May  2,  The  new   constitution  was  referred   to  ti 

June  14.  Voted  to  raise  twenty-nine  soldiers  for 
six  months,  as  this  town's  quota  to  reinforce  the  Con- 
tinental army,  according  to  a  resolve  of  the  General 
Court  uf  June  6,  1780.    They  were  lobe  paid  by  u 

Sept.  4.  Voted  to  raise  twelve  thousand  pounds  U> 
defray  the  expenses  of  the  town  the  current  year. 
Also  voted  lo  raise  fourteen  hundred  pou nils,  hard 
money,  to  pay  the  soldiore  who  may  engage  to  serve 
in  the  Continental  army  for  three  and  fur  six  months, 
according  to  resolves  of  the  General  Court  of  June 
5th,  22d,  and  23d.  Elisha  May,  Esq.,  was  chosen  rep- 
resentative the  two  fallowing  years,  which  brings  us 
to  the  close  of  the  Revolution.  There  were  no  trans- 
octions  of  particular  interest  relating  to  the  war  during 
tbese  two  years. 

Military  Services.—To  furnish  u  full  slaloinent 
of  llie  military  services  which  the  citiiens  of  tliis 
town  rendered  during  the  Revolutionary  war — to  as- 
certain the  number  of  soldiers  who  enlisted  and  tlie 
time  tor  which  they  served — is  not,  perhaps,  possible 
at  tills  day.  Hut  some  general  accounts  may  be  col- 
lected which  will  afford  a  tolerable  view  of  their 

It  appears  from  the  following  anecdotes  thiit  Ihey 
were  not  slow  in  acting  up  to  the  resolutions  which 
they  had  aduplud. 

In  December,  1774,  the  Commillec  of  Safety  gave 
notice  that  one  Nathan  Aldis,  h  Tory,  who  lived  in 
Franklin,  Mass.,  was  selling  British  goods,  contrary 
to  the  resolutions  of  the  General  Court.  Col.  Johu 
Daggett,  of  this  town,  a  determined  and  resolute 
pittriot,  immediately  issued  orders  to  the  suverul 
companies  of  this  town  to  furnish  a  certain  number 
of  nieji,  who  being  coUecteil,  marched  in  a  bitter  cold 
night  fur  the  place  of  Aldis'  residence,  to  put  a  stop 
lo  his  business.  They  were  joined  on  the  way  by 
volunteers  from  the  neighboring  towns.  They  arrived 
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Ute  at  night,  and  surroundiog  his  house,  ordered  him 
oat.  He  (and  his  associates  who  had  assembled  to 
defend  him)  at  first  attempted  to  resist  with  arms, 
threatening  to  fire  upon  them  from  the  windows ;  and 
aiMuming  a  tone  of  confidence  ordered  them  to  depart 
Upon  this  the  besiegers  were  directed  to  point  their 
guns  towards  the  house.  But  finding  that  his  oppo- 
nents were  in  earnest,  and  that  threats  could  not  in- 
timidate them,  Aldis  at  last  came  out.  He  was  or- 
dered topuil  off  hU  hat  while  in  the  presence  of  the 
people's  soldiers  I  Here,  before  the  whole  company, 
he  was  compelled  to  enter  into  an  engagement  not  to 
"  vend  any  more  British  goods  during  the  present 
unhappy  controversy  between  the  king  and  his  colo- 
nies." The  prisoner  was  then  released.  The  next 
morning  hefied  to  Boston,  and  was  never  afler  known 
in  these  parts. 

The  captains  from  this  town  who  were  engaged  in 
this  adventure  were  Capt  8.  Richardson,  of  the 
Northeast  Company ;  Capt.  Moses  Wilmarth,  South- 
east Company ;  Capt.  Jacob  Ide,  Southwest  Company ; 
Capt.  Jonathan  Stanley,  Northwest  Company. 

Assonett  Expedition. — Information  having  been 
received  from  the  vigilant  Committees  of  Safety  that 
the  British  had  made  a  deposit  of  arms  and  ammuni- 
tion at  Assonett  village  (Freetown),  for  the  use  of  the 
loyalists.  Col.  Daggett,  of  this  town,  on  the  9th  of 
April,  1775,  undertook  an  expedition  for  the  purpose 
of  seizing  these  arms  and  breaking  up  the  combina- 
tion which  had  been  formed  to  favor  the  royal  cause. 
He  was  accompanied  by  the  several  companies  from 
this  town  with  their  captains  (as  before  named,  ex- 
cept Elisha  May  in  the  room  of  Jonathan  Stanley), 
and  by  some  of  the  militia  from  Rehoboth  and  other 
towns.  How  many  others  were  concerned  in  the  ad- 
venture is  not  known. 

They  discovered  forty  stands  of  arms  and  equip- 
ments in  the  possession  of  the  Tories,  together  with 
a  large  quantity  of  ammunition,  the  whole  of  which 
was  taken  by  the  patriots.  All  who  were  suspected 
of  favoring  the  British  Interest  were  required  to  swear 
not  to  bear  arms  against  their  country.  Nine  stanch 
Tories  who  refused  to  take  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  the 
colonics  wore  made  prisoners  and  put  under  the 
charge  of  the  company  from  East  Attleborough,  and 
forthwith  marched  to  Taunton.  Here  their  captore 
threatened  to  convey  them  to  Sullivan's  mines  in 
Connecticut  if  they  would  not  comply.  To  avoid 
this  alternative  they  at  last  submitted,  and  took  the 
oath  of  allegiance.    They  were  then  dismissed. 

This  expedition  deserves  commemoration  from  the 
circumstance  of  its  having  been  accomplished  pre- 
vious to  the  commencement  of  open  hostilities  in  any 
other  part  of  the  country.  It  preceded  a  few  days 
the  first  scene  in  the  great  drama  which  opened  on 
the  plains  of  Lexington.  It  was  appearing  in  arms 
(though  on  a  comparatively  small  scale)  against  the 
royal  government.  The  patriots  expected  resistance, 
and  were  prepared  with  sufficient  force  to  meet  it. 


The  company  of  minute-men,  sixty  in  number, 
under  the  command  of  Capt.  Jabez  Ellis,  Enoch 
Robinson,  lieutenant,  on  the  day  of  the  battle  at 
Lexington  received  orders  to  march  instantly  to  Rox- 
bury.  We  set  out  at  night,'  stopped  a  short  time  at 
Maxcy's,  now  Hatch's  Tavern,  then  went  directly  to 
Dedham,  where  we  found  two  tables  by  the  roadside 
generously  provided  with  food  for  the  soldiers  who 
might  pass  that  way,  thus  arranged  to  prevent  any 
unnecessary  delay.  We  snatched  a  hasty  breakfast 
and  marched  on ;  reached  Roxbury  about  daylight, 
and  were  then  marched  round  and  round  Roxbury 
meeting-house,  to  make  as  much  show  of  numbers  as 
possible  in  view  of  the  British.  Our  company  re- 
mained there  seven  or  eight  days,  and  then  were  per- 
mitted to  return  home.' 

The  same  company  went  down  to  Roxbury  the  day 
of  Bunker  Hill  battle;  stayed  about  a  fortnight 
While  there  a  small  party  of  us  went  round  to  the 
Cambridge  side  to  look  at  the  British,  but  soon  the 
captain  of  a  fort  called  out  to  us  that  we  had  better 
not  go  in  company,  for  the  enemy  would  see  us  and 
fire  at  us ;  and  sure  enough.  In  a  minute  or  two,  a 
cannon-ball  came  whizzing  along  close  by  us,  and 
soon  after  they  sent  us  a  bomb. 

May  1, 1776.  A  company  of  sixty- four  men  enlisted 
for  eight  months,  under  Capt.  Caleb  Richardson,  in 
the  Massachusetts  line  (so  called),  and  were  stationed 
at  Roxbury. 

July,  1776.  Another  company,  principally  from 
this  town,  enlisted  ^yQ  months  In  the  recruits  called 
the  new  levies,  under  Capt  Caleb  Richardson, 
and  Stephen  Richardson,  lieutenant,  both  of  Attle- 
borough, in  the  regiment  of  Col.  Cary,  of  Middle- 
borough,  Brig.-Gen.  Fellowes,  and  did  duty  in  and 
about  New  York,  and  were  at  the  disastrous  retreat 
from  Long  Island,  etc.*  Some  of  the  other  members 
of  this  company  were  from  the  neighboring  towns. 

September,  1776.  Another  company  was  raised  (part 
from  Attleborough  and  part  from  Norton)  under  Capt 


1  The  elrciin»Unc«  «re  giren  m  related  to  the  author  bj  one  of  the 
tnnrlTors. 

*  Of  one  of  tiieee  eoldlen  an  anecdote  wm  enrrent  among  the  rar^ 
▼Ivoti  of  Uiat  daj.  One  Henry  Richardson,  of  this  town,  a  bold  and 
honeat  Imt  heedleM  fellow,  on  hli  way  to  Bozhnry  iwore  he  would  have 
one  of  the  red<coate  before  he  went  back.  On  his  arrival  at  headquarters, 
the  momeut  he  had  opportunity,  he  charged  his  long  musket,  and  not 
thinking  with  Falstaff  that  **  discretion  is  the  better  part  of  ralor,** 
coolly  marched  down  In  front  of  our  lower  guard,  and  taking  deliberate 
aim  at  the  opposite  BriUih  sentinel,  discharged  his  musket,  and  badly 
wonnded  him,  as  bis  companions  were  seen  to  lead  him  off  the  ground, 
and  his  place  was  supplied  by  another.  Much  to  his  astonishment,  our 
hero  was  immediately  arrested  (for  doing,  as  he  thought,  so  good  a  ser- 
vice) and  put  under  guard ;  but,  on  the  representations  of  his  friends, 
was  soon  afler  discharged  without  further  punishment,  in  oonsideraUon 
of  his  ifood  kUmdifont  t 

On  meeUng,  afterwards,  one  of  his  townsmen,  he  exclaimed,  with  ex- 
ultation, **  There,  I  told  yon  l*d  have  one  of  them  are  British  rascals.** 

*  Oapt.  Moses  Wilmarth,  thongh  he  had  senred  as  a  captain  at  home, 
yet  from  a  spirit  of  patriotism  entered  the  senrice  as  a  private  soldier  in 
the  expedition  to  New  York.  He  was  afterwards  promoted,  and  con- 
tinued much  attached  to  the  senrice  during  the  war. 

Joel  Bead  of  this  town  was  wonnded  at  New  York. 


Elisba  May,  of  this  town,  in  the  regiment  of  Col. 
Tbonitis  Carpenter, of  R^hobotli,  and  arrived  at  Wliite 
Plains  beforD  tlie  baUle. 

In  OcU>ber,  1777,  a  whole  comiiuny  from  this  town 
marched  to  Rhode  Ix land,  under  Capt.  Stephen  Rich- 
Brdgon,  and  served  one  month  in  Spencer's  "  nourct 
expedition,"  so  called. 

Several  men  from  lliia  town  were  dratlod  in  the  ex- 
pedition aguinxt  Ticonderoga  in  1776 ;  nerved  uUo  at 
Saratoga. 

Some  of  our  soldiers  enlisted  for  three  years,  and 
others  during  the  war. 

The  above  accounU  du  not  include  the  many  indi- 
vidual enlistments  into  the  Continental  army  from 
this  town  during  the  war. 

Uilitia— Rhode  Island.— The  militia  in  this  town 
and  the  vicinity  were  subject  to  frequent  drafts  of 
men  (more  or  less)  from  December,  1776,  uutil  after 
the  evacuation  of  Rhode  Island.  Drafts  were  made 
in  January,  February,  March,  May,  June,  July,  and 
August,  1777,  and  at  many  other  times.  The  men 
were  stationed,  the  must  of  the  time,  at  Howland's 
Ferry  (Tiverton]  and  at  Warwick. 

The  Britiah  took  posuMsion  of  Rhode  Island  in  De~ 
cember,  1TT6,  and  kept  the  surrounding  country  in  a 
continual  slate  of  alarm.    They  occupied  it  above  two 

Oen,  Sullivan,  during  his  expedition  to  Rhode  Is- 
land, requested  the  government  of  Massachusetts  to 
■end  him  u  reinforcement  in  consequence  of  the 
French  forces  having  abandoned  him.  In  compliance 
with  this  request  the  following  orders  were  isnued  by 
the  Council  of  this  State,  directing  Col.  Daggett,  of 
the  Fourth  Regiment  (including,  as  now,  Attle- 
borough,  Mansiield,  Norton,  and  Cnston),  to  take 
charge  of  the  detachment : 

"Bun  or  UiuisHOHm  Bxi, 

"  Cdumcil  CDAMini,  Aug.  IS,  m». 

Tmtaa  (if  (]iB  BbHiicA  of  the  FrcDcli  (nwiK,  wlilcli  b4  ojt|icclfd  wuuld 
ooopflratB  *>llh  lilni.  Lia  ^t  In  )»n««ln|[  uaad  of  «  nJiiFprvtmvnl,  Ibm- 
ton, 

"  Ordrrtd,  tUal  Iba  follDWIug  ulontli  ba  ftud  liorebjr  tra  diracred  to 
daUcli  fromIhBlrrB«p«cUT<r«sliii*n(tlht«aT«nd  nunilf«niorm«D  b(ii«' 
tltar  lunlli.nrd,  aud  fonn  tlisu  Inlo  coiuihoIu  at  (jitx-dgl.!  man 
MDli,  iDoliidJns  QUI  capUIn,  l«a  ■aMIarua,  fuui  Htgainu,  loiir  cervu- 

ud  ucaulnd  u  llii  lao  dlncU,  ud  ordac  Ih«n  lo  niircfa  loiuifilliit*!; 
to  Ui«  Ulaud  o(  Bliuda  Island,  und  llitn  lo  do  dul;  during  Ibaauiipalgn 


i  from  Ool.  SpttAt'a  rsf  Lba 


Ha  hbudiad  uid  Afl;  man, 


In  obedience  (o  theee  orilera  a  regiment  (consisting 
of  nine  hundred  men]  was  formed  out  of  the  several 
regiments  above  named,  which  repaired  to  Rhode 
Island,  and  served  under  the  commaud  of  Col.  Dag- 


gett, of  this  town,  during  the  remainder  nf  the  cc 
paigu.  The  company  furnished  by  this  town  as  its 
quota  under  this  levy  was  commanded  by  Capt.  Caleb 
Richardson.  It  was  on  the  island  at  the  time  of  the 
battle,  and  was  partially  engaged  in  it.* 

Col.  Daggett  also  commanded  the  regiment  (of 
which  this  town  furnished  a  jiortion)  from  Dristul 
County  in  Spencer's  expedition.  Tliii  ruginient  wua 
Hiip|dio(l  by  uttaniute  drafts  from  the  cumpiitiiiii  In 
the  northerly  and  middle  purU  of  the  county. 

During  the  occupation  of  the  island  by  the  British, 
aa  before  observed,  the  militia  from  all  the  tow ni 
the  vicinity  were  frequently  called  upon  to  defend  llta 
shore,  as  constant  apprehensions  were  en  tertaiueil  thai 
tlie  enemy  would  attempt  to  land.  Attempts  were 
indeed  often  made,  but  as  often  failed.  Orders  wiiuld 
sometimes  come  for  all  the  militia  to  appear  at  Mr: 
place  near  the  island.  All  bands  would  accordingly 
niuiiter  (whether  by  night  or  day)  and  make  all  haste 
for  the  scene  of  parade.  They  were  sometimes  tlius 
detained  u  week,  three  weeks,  and  even  six  weeks  ut 
a  time.  On  the  appearance  nf  a  sufHuient  force  the 
enemy  would  for  the  time  relinquish  their  design,  and 
the  greater  partof  the  militia  obtain  leave  logo  home. 
But  somctimea  before  they  arrived  borne  orders  would 
come  for  their  immediate  return.  The  yeomanry  were 
thus  often  obliged  to  leave  the  plow  in  tlio  furrow, 
the  mown  bay  untouched,  and  the  harvest  rotting  in 
the  field. 

While  Builivan  was  retreating  from  the  island, 
Fayette,  who  brought  up  the  roar,  just  as  he  was 
leaving  the  field,  espied  a  pickaxe  .belonging  to  the 
American  army  which  had  been  accidentally  left  ou 
the  ground ;  he  inHtantly  went  hack,  dismounted  and 
picked  it  up,  exclaiming  ia  broken  ICn[;lish  as  he 
rode  oir  with  it  on  his  shoulder,  "  Tliey  g/ia'n'l  have  ile 
pickaxe  I" 

The  cannonade  (which  was  heavy)  between  the  two 
armies  was  distinctly  heard  and  felt  in  this  Luwu, 
and  produced  extreme  anxiety  in  every  family. 

The  time  of  Bunker  Hill  battle  was  likewise  a  day 
of  solemn  feeling  and  fearful  expectation.  The  cau- 
nonade  was  distinctly  heard  at  tliia  distance  (thirty- 
live  miles),  and  the  occasion  of  it  was  fully  recognized. 
The  town  was  almost  deserted  by  all  able  tu  bear 
arms.  Women  were  in  tears  for  the  fate  of  futhen, 
husbands,  and  brothers  who  hud  gone  lo  the  scene  of 


From  the  preceding  account  of  the  civil  trnusac- 
tinns  and  the  military  services  of  this  town  it  ap- 
pears satisfactorily  that  our  citixeus  furnished  their 
full  proportion  to  the  ranks  of  the  patriot  army,  and 
did  their  duty  faithfully  in  the  day  of  trial. 

In  reviewing  the  proceedings  in  that  contest  which 
agitated  the  country  previous  to  the  commencement 
of  the  Revolution  one  thing  struck  me  as  wortliy  of 
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remark  (though  not  particularly  noticed  by  histo- 
rians), that  the  citizens  of  this  State  generally,  the 
people  as  a  body,  felt  a  deeper  interest,  took  a  more 
nrtivcpart,  and  exerted  a  more  direct  influence  in  the 
transactions  of  tlie  day  than  the  people  of  any  otiier 
State.  The  whole  mass  of  our  citizens  seemed  to  be 
acting  in  concert,  animated  with  one  spirit,  and  in 
pursuit  of  one  object  Other  States  were  indeed  as 
zealously  engaged  in  the  great  work,  but  it  was  rather 
through  the  Legislature  or  the  government  than  by 
the  direct  influence  of  the  people.  But  tlie  citizens  of 
this  State  intrusted  it  not  to  a  few  leaders  or  to  any 
body  of  men  to  vindicate  their  violated  rights, — tliey 
were  willing  to  do  their  part  and  to  bear  the  burden 
themselves.  Every  town  and  almost  every  individual 
felt  it  a  duty  to  put  forth  an  eflbrt  in  the  cause. 

It  may  be  here  remarked  tliat  previous  to  this 
period,  viz.,  1745,  Cumberland  was  separated  from 
Attleborough  by  royal  charter  and  annexed  to  Rhode 
Island.' 


CHAPTER  XLIV. 

ATTLEBOROUGH.— ((7oN<f»fier/.) 

0«Dt«lo|clcal  Notices  of  Bom*  of  the  Early  8«tUors— -Llit  of  Beprefenta- 
tlTM  of  tlM  Town  from  Its  Incorporation — BlograpliiM  of  Daggett, 
llaxry,  Mann,  May,  Ida,  andOtliera — List  of  Graduates  in  Brown  Uni- 
renlty,  etc— Dr.  Bebert  Mann*8  Death,  and  Wrecli  of  the  Drig  **  Gen- 
oral  Arnold**— Miscellany— Topography,  etc. — Cliaracter  of  Early  In- 
baUtants— Thsir  Condition,  etc.— Oonclnslon. 

Oenealogy. — ^A  brief  genealogy  of  some  of  the 
earliest  settlers  in  the  town  is  annexed,  which  is  in- 
tended to  include,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascer- 
tain, the  names  of  those  who  came  into  town  previous 
to  1780,  with  the  names  of  their  children  of  the  first 
generation  (space  not  permitting  me  to  extend  it  any 
further),  and  also  the  previous  place  of  their  settle- 
ment when  known.  This  will  not  contain  the  names 
of  many  who  have  all  either  removed  from  town  or 
whose  families  have  become  extinct.  These  sketches 
must  necessarily  be  imperfect,  from  the  defects  in  the 
records  and  the  general  neglect  of  most  families  to 
preserve  any  knowledge  of  their  remote  ancestry. 
The  discovery  of  many  of  these  facts  connected  with 
the  history  of  our  ancestors  has  been  the  result  of 
fortunate  accident 

Many  of  the  first  proprietors  (who  belonged  to  Re- 
hoboth)  or  their  descendants  became  the  occupants  of 


t  The  new  boandaries  established  by  this  charter  took  from  Massa- 
ehnsetts  and  annuted  to  Bhode  Island  a  line  tract  of  land,  Inclnding  all 
Bristol  Ooanty,  B.  L,  Tlrerton,  Newport  Go.,  and  Cnmberland,  Provi- 
dence Ge.  Oimberland  comprised  nearly  half  of  the  original  town. 
Its  area  Is  about  twenty-«ight  square  miles,  and,  taken  together,  Is  an 
•zeellsnt  tract  of  land.  It  Is  good  for  grain  and  orcharding,  and  espe> 
einlly  for  grass,  which  Is  cnt  In  great  abandance.  Some  parts  of  the 
town,  bowsysr,  are  light  and  sandy.  It  was  incorporated  in  1746.  It 
was  prevloasly  called  Attleborough  Gore.  It  Is  well  adapted  to  mann- 
feetnring  pnrposes,  huTlng  three  streams,  Abbott*s  Run,  Mill  and  Pater's 
Birers,  bssldss  the  Blackstona,  which  Is  its  western  boundary. 


the  lands  which  they  had  purchased ;  but  in  process 
of  time  the  cheapness  of  the  land  invited  many  emi- 
grants from  various  parts  of  the  colonies  of  Massachu- 
setts and  Plymouth,  who  either  became  shareholders 
or  purchased  rights.' 

Allen,  Nahemlah,  son  of  Isaac  Allen  (1st),  of  Rehoboth,  married  Anne 
Wilmarth,  daughter  of  Thomas  Wilmarth  (8d),  of  that  town,  came  to 
Attleborongh  about  1710.  He  had  Ave  children,  ris.,  Isaac,  John,  Ne- 
hrmiah,  Daniel,  Annie,  who  were  bom  between  the  years  1711  and 
17«6. 

At  well,  Richard,  married  Sarah  Bolkoom,  daughter  of  Alexander  Bolk- 
com,  had  flve  children  by  her,— Sarah,  Amos,  Anne,  Bldiard,  Ichabod, 
1728-30.  nis  second  wife  was  Mary  Lawrence,  by  whom  he  had  one 
son,  William,  born  1741. 

Barrows,  BeniO<^*  ancestor  of  all  of  that  name  in  this  town.  Be  came 
here  about  1708  fh>m  Rehoboth,  where  he  had  resided  for  a  short  Ume. 
flifl  wife  was  Lydia  Ducklln,  daughter  of  Joeeph  Bucklln,  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  that  town.  Had  nine  children,— John,  bom  In  Reho- 
both, 17U7 ;  Deborah,  born  1711 ;  Joseph,  1713;  Nehemiah,  1716;  Benja. 
min,  March,  1717-18;  Klfjah,  March,  1719-20;  Ljdia,  1722;  Ichabod, 
1724.    He  died  Jan.  6, 1754. 

Blackinton,  Pentioost,  the  ancestiir  of  all  the  Blackingtons  In  town, 
came  to  Attleborough  prerious  to  1702,  from  what  place  is  not  known. 
His  wife's  name  was  Mary.  He  had  at  least  four  children,- Pentioost, 
Mary,  BenjHmin,  who  came  with  him,  and  Hepxibeth,  who  was  bora 
here  December,  1702,  and  John  and  Penelope,  twins,  bom  1706,  and  both 
died  1700.  Pentioost  (1st)  died  Sept.  24, 1716.  His  son  Pentioost  mar- 
ried Rebeccali  Flggett,had  eight  children,— PenUcost,  bora  1716;  Be- 
beccali,  born  1717;  George,  born  1720;  Anne,  bora  1722;  Mmy,  bom 
1724 ;  John,  bora  1727 ;  Othniel,  bora  1729;  Peter,  bora  1731. 

nianding,  Obedlah,  came  flrom  Behobotb,  son  of  William  Blanding, 
first  of  that  name  in  Rehoboth,  married  Elisabeth  Weeks,  had  fire  chil- 
dren,—Ephraim,  Samuel,  Obedlah,  Klisabeth,  Mehltabel,  1719-27.  Ser- 
oral  others  afterwards  came  here  (torn  that  town,  descendants  of  William 
(1st),  Tix,  Daniel,  Noah,  Lamack,  etc. 

Bishop,  William,  appears  to  be  the  flrrt,  came  fkom  Beverly  or  Salem 
about  1703.  His  wife's  name  was  Dorothy.  He  had  alght  children, — 
Kdward,  Elisabeth,  William,  Martha,  Bebeeea,  Baity,  Dorothy,  John, 
1701-16.    His  second  wife  wns  Tabltba  Hadley,  married  1719. 

There  were  several  others  of  this  name,  some  of  them,  perhaps,  brothers 
of  the  shore,  vis.,  Daniel,  who  married  Elisabeth  Brown,  1784;  Sam- 
uel, married  Mary ;  Joseph,  married  Miriam  Hodges;  Thomas,  who 

married  Sarah  Hobel,  of  Pequonick,  and  had  one  danghter,  bora  in  New 
Brookfleld,  N.T.,1744. 

Bolkoom,  Alexander  (1st),  who  came  to  Attleborough  previous  to 
1692,  ttom  whom  all  In  town  are  descended.  He  married  Sarah  Wood- 
cock, daughter  of  John  Woodcock,  Sr.,  and  had  seven  children,- Wil- 
liam, bora  Sept.  3, 1602 ;  Katharine,  bora  Feb.  7, 1694 ;  Alexander,  bora 
April  4, 1696 ;  John,  bora  April  20, 1609;  Barack,  bora  June  12,  1702; 
Sarah,  bora  Feb.  8, 1703-4 ;  Joeeph,  bora  Feb.  23, 1706-6. 

He  died  Jan.  31, 1727-28.  His  son  Willhun  married  Mary  Tjrler,  Oct 
8, 1713;  Alexander  married  Martha  Obinton,  May  14^  1726;  Barack  mar- 
ried Patience  Blake ;  John  married  Mary  Qrover,  by  whom  he  had  five 
children,  and  afterward  Sarah  Grover,  1^  whom  ha  had  eight  children ; 
Joseph  married  Mary  Parmlnter,  March  21, 1733-34. 

Capron,  Banfield,  was  the  first  of  that  nama  who  cama  to  this  country . 
From  him  all  the  Oaprons  In  this  vicinity  are  descended.  The  nams  of 
his  finrt  wife  was  Ellmbeth.  His  children  were  Banfield,  Joseph,  Elisa- 
beth Banfield  (bora  Oct  22, 1684),  Edward,  John,  Jonathan  (born  March 
10, 1706-6),  Sarah  (bora  March  II,  170S-9). 

Hhi  wife.  Elisabeth,  died  March  10, 1786.  He  mnrried,  Dec  16, 1736, 
Mrs.  Sarah  Daggett  (relict  of  Deacon  John  Daggett),  and  died  Aug.  26, 
1762,  at  a  very  advanced  age.  He  settled  where  the  late  Joab  Daggett 
lived,  and  laid  out  the  lands  thsre.  Tradition  says  he  cama  to  this 
country  alons  when  he  was  quite  a  lad,  as  a  cabin-boy,  to  seek  bis  for- 
tune. 

Carpenter,  Josiah,  Noah,  William,  Obedlah,  etc.,  came  to  Attleborongh 
from  Rehoboth,  and  were  all  descendants  of  Samuel  and  William  Oar- 
penter,  two  of  the  earliest  of  that  name  in  Rehoboth.  William  Oarpen- 
ter  was  admitted  an  inhabitant  of  that  town  March  28, 1646.  He 
admitted  a  freeman  of  Massachusetts  May  13, 1640. 


*  Usually  new-comers,  if  they  could  not  purchase  a  share  in  the  undi- 
vided lands,  bought  a  right  to  lay  ont  a  definite  number  of  acres  In  a 
division  already  granted. 
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Mo*h  WM  the  ton  of  Wllllain,  of  Beboboth,  born  March  28,ie7i,  mar- 
ried  Sarah  Jubnron,  Doc  3, 1700,  bj  whom  be  bad  thirtMO  eblbiran, — 
Noah,  Mlrinm,  Sarah,  Stephen,  Aia,  llary  (bom  io  Babobotb),  Maiiaret, 
SlniuD  (died  liifaDt),  Isaiah,  Simon,  Martha,  Bleba,  Amjr.  Ha  married 
Bulh  Fullet,  May,  1727,  by  whom  he  had  one  daaghtar,  bom  May,  1728. 

Claflln  (furnieriy  S^Gleflln  i),  Antlpai,  came  here  horn  Sodbary,  Maei. 
Had  threu  children  after  bl«  arrival  In  tble  town,  tIb^  Hepialiath  (bom 
Not.  17, 1717),  Antlpiu  aud  KbMieaer,  twine  (bora  Feb.  8, 1720-21).  Hie 
wife*!  name  wee  Sarah.  Other  eone  probably  cama  with  him,  Noah, 
PhlnehHi,  etc. 

Cutting.  The  first  and  only  one  of  title  name  who  came  hare  wae  Aaron. 
His  son,  Aaron,  Jr.,  married  Rath  Pratt,  1740  (who  dltsl  July  20, 1763), 
and  fur  his  second  wife,  Sarah  Tucker,  by  both  of  whom  he  had  nloa 
children. 

Daggott,  John,  ancestor  of  all  the  Daggetts  here  and  In  Oonnactlcut, 
came  to  Attlul>orough  from  Ohilmark,  Martha's  Vineyard,  about  1709, 
with  his  wife  Sarah  and  nine  children,  four  sons  aud  five  dauglitars,  yIb., 
May  hew,  Ebenezer,  Thomas,  Napthall,  Abigail  (who  married  SbeneEer 
Quild,  Oct.  12,  1714),  Jane  (married  Caleb  Hall,  Nov.  9, 1721),  Zilpha 
(married  Nathaniel  lli>blnson,  July  18,  1721),  Patience  (married  Noah 
Robinson,  Oct.  4. 1723),  Mary  (married  John  Titus,  Jan.  18, 1727-28),  all 
of  Attloborougli. 

Ebenexer  married  Mary  Blacklnton,  daughter  of  Pentlcost  the  1st, 
Nov.  9,  1721 ;  Mayhew  married  Joanna  Biven,  of  Deerfield,  Mam.,  Oct. 

11,  17U9;  Thomas  married  Sarah  Stanley,  daughter  of Stanley, 

March  21,  1722-23.* 

John  the  1st,  of  Attleborough,  was  the  son  of  Thomas  Daggett,  Ksq., 
of  Kdgartown,  who  married  Hannah,  the  oldest  daughter  of  Governor 
Mayhew,  aud  was  brother  to  Thomas,  Samuel,  Joshua,  Israll,  Mercy. 

Thomas,  the  father  (who  was  brother  of  John  the  let,  of  Rehoboth), 
is  supptised  to  be  the  son  of  John  Daggett  the  1st,  who  came  to  this 
country  in  1g:{0,  aud  was  settled  in  Watertown  In  1042,  and  probably 
removed  to  Martiia's  Vineyard  with  Governor  Mayhew  when  he  settled 
the  Island  In  1044.  There  Is  reason  to  believe  tliat  John  the  1st,  of 
Watertown,  had  a  brother  Thomas,  who  came  to  New  England. 

Day,  Samuel,  appears  to  be  the  first,  came  from  R<*hoboth.  His  wife 
was  Priscilla.  He  had  several  children,— Samuel,  Edward  (bora  June 
9, 1705),  John  (born  Sept.  29, 17U8),  Priscilla  (bora  Nov.  22, 1711),  Ben- 
jamin (liorn  iu  Attleborough,  April  28, 1720),  aud  perhaps  others. 

One  Robert  Day  was  admitted  freeman  of  Massachusetts  May  6, 1636, 
and  Ralph  Day  May,  1646. 

Foster,  John,  came  from  Dorchester  about  1712,  married  Margaret 
Ware,  hail  thirteen  children,— John  (bora  1706),  Robert  (boru  17U7), 
Ebenezer  (born  1709), — these  three  born  In  Dorchester, — Margaret  (liorn 
In  Wrentham  In  1712),  DeuJamin  (born  1714),  Jonathan  (boru  1716), 
Sarah  (born  1718),  Timothy  (boru  1720),  Nathan  (boru  1722),  Esther 
(born  1724).  Michael  (born  1726  and  died  172G),  Michael  (born  1727), 
Mary  (boru  17*29). 

Foeier,  Alexander  (another  who  came  to  town),  whoee  wife's  name 
was  Sua  una,  had  six  children, — Elisabeth,  Sarah,  Alexander,  Edward, 
Suanna,  Jane,— from  1734  to  1746. 

Freeman,  David  and  Jonathan,  Inhabitants  of  Behoboth,  cams  to 
Attlelntrough,  probably  tlie  anceetors  of  all  the  Freemaus  In  this  town. 
The  name  of  David's  wife  was  Mary.  Some  of  his  children  were  Ebeu- 
e»*r  (born  April  13,  1684),  Hannah  (boru  April  24,  1686),  Margaret 
(born  Feb.  9, 1088-80). 

Jonathan's  childrcu  were  William,  Mary,  Jonathan,  Mercy,  Samuel, 
Anne,  David,  1090-1704. 

French,  Jolin,  sou  of  John  French  (1st),  of  Behoboth,  came  from  that 
town  about  171U,  married  Martha  Williams,  had  five  children, — John 
(boru  in  Rehoboth),  Kphialni  aud  Martha  (twins,  died  inrants),  Iluuuah, 
Samuel,  17U9-14.  His  second  wife  was  AMgail  White,  married  May  23, 
1728,  by  whom  be  had  two  dilldren, — John  (born  1729),  Thonms  (born 
1730). 

Thomas,  brother  of  the  preceding,  also  came  from  Rehoboth,  married 
Mary  Brown,  Jan.  6,  1720-21,  had  children,— Thomas,  Christopher, 
Mary,  Joseph,  Elizabeth,  Bridget,  Sarah,  Hannah,  172*2-38. 

Fuller.    TIiIh  name  is  numeroua    The  flrat  aro  uut  all  known.    One 


1  Sometimes  spelt  Meclothlin,  aud  In  one  place  (R.  N.  P.  Reu.,  p.  336) 
Mack  Cleaulkn,  a  proof  of  the  variatiou  which  names  undergo  iu  the 
courae  of  a  few  generations.  Tradition  says  tlie  family  orlKlnatod  iu 
Scotland. 

s  By  a  recent  reeearcb  1  sm  able  to  trace  this  family  still  fuiiher  back, 
and  give  the  result  for  the  information  of  numerous  descendants  here 
and  elsewhere. 


John,  whosa  children  ware  Ithaouui,  AUgall,  John,  Jedathaa, 
AUal,  Joanna,  1802-19.  His  second  wife  was  Mary  V^llat.  h*d  una 
daughter  Sarah,  bora  1721. 

Jonathan  Fuller  was  an  eariy  settler  of  Behoboth.  Bobart  and  Wil- 
liam Fuller  admitted  Areamen  Massachusetts  June  2, 1641. 

Guild,  Bbeneaar,  came  fh>m  Dedham,  married  Abigail  Daggett,  daogli* 
ter  of  Deacon  John  DsggMt  (1st),  12th  October,  1714,  bad  eavenU  ohil* 
dren,— Joseph,  Naphtall,  Bbenesar,  1716-22.  John  and  Bei^amln  ah» 
came  with  him. 

Hall,  Edward  and  John,  came  from  England,  soon  to  Tanntoa,  thanoa 
to  BahoLvtli.  Epliimim,  son  of  John,  came  to  Atllaburough.  John  waa 
admitted  freeman  of  MasMchusetts  14Ui  May,  1634;  Edward,  ft!  May, 
1638.  John  married  Mary  Newell,  of  Boxbury,  18th  November,  1684. 
Edward  died  27th  November,  1670. 

Christopher  Hall  also  came  to  Atllelioroogh,  had  two  suns,  OkUab  and 
Joshua. 

Ide,  Nidiolas,  Lieut,  son  of  NichohM  (1st),  of  Behoboth,  who  was 
there  as  early  as  April  9, 1646,  was  born  November,  1664,  nmrried  Mary 
Ormsby  Dec.  27,  1628,  had  seven  children,— Nathaniel,  Jaooli,  Martha, 
Patience,  John,  BeiOaiuIn,  1678-93  (all  born  in  Baliobotli),  NlchuUa  (by 
bis  second  wife,  Elisa,  bora  In  Attloborougli,  July  26, 1697).  NIcliulaa, 
St.,  died  6tb  June,  1723.    Nathaniel  died  14tb  March,  1702-3. 

Jacob  (second  son)  married  Sarah  Perry.  His  children  were  Sarah, 
(bora  Dec  13, 1712),  Jacob  (Sept.  26, 1723). 

John  (third  eon)  married  Mehetable  Bobinson,  May  14, 1719,  had  four 
childreu,— Sarah,  John,  lk*njauiiu,  Amos,  1720-29. 

Ingraham,  Josopli,  Beujamln,  Jeremiah,  Klijali,  dosceudauts  of  BuHJa- 
min  aud  of  Jarrett,  whose  name  is  on  the  list  of  purcliasent,  came  from 
Behoboth.    Jueeph  married  Mary  Sheiwrdsou. 

Elijali  married  Sarah  Ids,  had  eight  children,- Elfjab,  Jaliei,  Sarah 
and  William  (twins),  Betty,  Bemember,  Comfort,  JeremUb,  1734-46. 

Blaxcy,  Aluxaiider,*cauiu  from  Gloucester,  llaw».,  with  his  family  about 
1721,  settled  on  John  Woodcock's  farm  and  coulinuoU  the  public-bouse. 
His  wife's  name  was  Abigail.  He  died  Sept.  20, 1723.  Ills  children  wero 
Alexander  (who  died  April  2, 1724),  Jijseph,  Joabih,  Abigail  (who  mar^ 
ried  Jacob  Hascall,  of  Gloucester),  Mary  (who  married  William  Ware, 
May  4, 1726),  Esther  (who  married  Nehemiab  Ward,  Dec.  8, 1728),  and 
Benlamin. 

Josiab  married  Mary  Everett,  daughter  of  Joehua  Everett,  bad  eleven 
children.  His  second  son,  Levi  (whoee  wife  was  Butb,  dangliter  uf  Ja- 
cob Newell),  was  the  father  of  Jonathan,  Milton,  and  Virgil,  graduates 
of  Brown  University,  emiueut  in  literary  and  professional  life.  Levi, 
another  son,  who  possessed  superior  talents,  though  not  libarally  educa- 
ted, died  at  the  South. 

Martin,  John,  Bobert,  and  Timothy,  came  from  Behoboth.  Timothy 
married  Mury,  daughter  of  John  Fuller,  then  of  Rehoboth,  afterwards 
of  Attleborough,  had  three  childrou,— ^Timothy,  Saiah,  Abel. 

Three  of  this  name  were  admitted  fruemeu  MaMMchusotto, — Thomas 
Mariin,  22d  May,  1039 ;  John  and  Robert,  13tb  May,  1640.  John  settled 
in  Rehoboth. 

Moore,  Alexander,  married  Alice  Chaffee,  had  eight  children, — Sam- 
uel, Comfort,  Jane,  Betaey,  Enlher,  Alice,  Kate,  llaunah. 

Newell,  Jacob,  camo  here  fi-oni  Roxbury  or  Dorchester  about  1716, 
bringing  with  him  his  family  of  several  sons, — Jacob,  Joseph,  Epbraim, 
etc.  Jason,  born  here  Dec.  12,  1717.  His  wife's  name  was  Joyce.  He 
settled  uuar  the  flnt  moeting-houso  and  Uiught  a  iNiri  uf  Willet's  farm, 
aud,  according  to  tradition,  distributed  it  auiong  his  suveu  mnut,  which 
still  remaius  in  soveu  divisions. 

Peck,  llezekitth  (sou  of  Nicholas  Pock,  of  Rehoboth),  came  to  Attle- 
borough about  1700,  with  bin  family ;  nmrried  Deborah  Cooper,  uf  the 
former  place,  had  soveu  childreu, — Deborah,  Judith,  Hannah,  llexe- 
kiuh,  Rocliol,  ln>rn  in  Reholiolh ;  Petronolla,  IVrihenah,  1087-1711. 

Several  other  Pecks  came  here  from  Rehubotli,  vix.,  John  and  Elisha, 
brothen  of  llecekiah  ;  Daniel  and  lohalMHl,  sons  of  Jatbniel,  who  was 
the  son  of  Joseph  (1st).* 


*  It  is  said  that  a  brother  came  with  him  to  tliis  country  aud  settled  In 
one  of  the  Southern  Slatue. 

*  He  came  to  Rehoboth  from  lliugham,  Mass.,  and  probably  to  tliat 
place  from  lliugham,  Knglund. 

Mr.  Joeeph  Peck  and  &lr.  Rol>ert  Peck  were  admitted  freemen  Massa- 
chusetts March  13,  1038-^)9.  Robert  was  ordained  teacher  at  liing- 
ham  Nov.  8,  1038,  uud  Oct.  27,  1G41,  returned  to  England  with  bis 
family.  Jonoph's  name  appears  on  the  Rehoboth  records  April  0,  1646. 
On  his  way  from  lliugham  the  following  accident  befell  him: 

1645,1.  25.    "Another  strange  accident  happened  by  fire  about  this 
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Head,  Dftnlel,  came  ffhNn  B«hoboth  liboni  1716,  with  Uta  ohildivn, — 
BotMi,  IdMbod,  Hannah,  AUfail,  btber,  Daniel  (died  Inflknt),  1707- 
IS.  Ilia  llrat  wife  waa  nJaabath  Boaworth ;  hli  leoond  wa*  Xlliabeth 
Ua^  by  whom  ha  had  eight  ehlldran,— Daniel,  Noali,  BUiabeth,  Saainel, 
AUicall,  Karhel.  Ilanlamln,  Tlianlifti1,1710-.'I4.1 

At  laaaC  two  other  Jl««d8  came  hare  from  Behoboth,  Moaet  and  Kara. 
TiMjaa  of  thie  name  have  been  Terj  nnmerona  In  thia  town. 

Bichaidi,  Edward  and  Nathan,  came  fWym  Dodham.  From  them  are 
deaeendcd  thoae  of  that  name  In  thIe  town.  The  fltst  In  Dedham  waa 
Mward,  who  waa  admitted  ftieeman  1641.— HVrfftiairfon*!  BM.  Led, 

Bidiardaon,  Stephen,  John,  William,  brothera,  came  to  Attleborongh. 
Mephcn  nMrried  Mmy  Brown.  Hia  children  were  Stephen,  Beth  (died), 
Maiy,  Abtgall,  Sarah,  Seth,  Pbebe,  1714-25. 

Sararal.othera  ala(»  came  to  tbia  town, — Timothy,  Fnincia,  etc.  Eiceklel 
Blehardaon.  freeman  Maaaachnaetta  Maj  18, 1631 :  Samuel,  Blay  2, 1636. 

Bolvinaon.  Six  of  tbIa  name  came  to  Attleborongh  from  Behnboth, 
'vift^  Nathaniel,  Noah,  John,  Timothy,  Samuel,  Klienexer.* 

Nathaniel  married  Xilpha  (third  daughter  of  Deacon  John  Daggett, 
let),  Jaly  18,  1721 ;  had  nine  children, — Nathan,  Nathaniel,  George, 
BIpha,  Klfambetb,  Bllhu,  Amoa,  Abigail,  Margaret,  1722-39. 

Noah  OMrried  Patience  (fourth  dnoghter  of  John  Daggett,  lat),  Oct. 
4.1712;  hadaeven  children,— Zephaniah,  Mary,  Blljah,  ^?illiam,  Hnl- 
dah,  Knorh,  Oimlurt,  1723-40. 

John  married  Tliankftel  Newell  and  hadaeTeraldeacendanta.  Timothy 
married  IRixabeth  Grant  Samuel  married  Mary  Cooper,  flrat  wife; 
Mary  Ida,  aecond  wife. 

Rbeneaer  married  Blliabeth  Beail,  and  bad  eight  children, — Meheta- 
ble,  Sarali,  Ebeneier,  Samnel,  IDisabeth,  Kxekiel,  Dan,  Bfartha,  1721- 
38. 

Stanley,  Thomaa,  Nathaniel,  Joanph,  Samuel,  Jacob,  John  came  from 
Topafleld,  Maaa.,  and  aettled  near  the  FallH.  The  laat  three  were 
brothaia.  Thomaa  and  Samuel  were  here  in  1707  ;  Jacob  came  about 
1717.  Thomaa  married  Mary  Gould;  had  twelve  children,— Tliomaa, 
Mary,  Pbebe,  Nathaniel,  Samuel,  Daniel,  David  (died  Infant),  Martha, 
William,  AMgan,  PHacllla,  David. 

Jneob  married  Blliabeth  Guild.  Ilia  children  were  Jacob,  Benjamin, 
Xtlaabath  (dieil  Infiint),  Deborali,  Jonathan,  Ellxabeth.  Solomon,  Abi- 
gail. 

Nathaniel  married  Sarali  Blackinton.  His  children  were  Serviah, 
Sarah,  Hepiibeth,  Abnar,  Amy,  Sibola.  larael,  Pentlcoat,  Anne,  Na- 
thaniel, 1721-44. 

Starkey,  Andrew,  came  here  about  1708.  Ills  first  wife  was  Mehitable 
Walte,  by  whom  he  had  two  children,— Mehitable,  born  May,  1709 ; 
John,  bom  July,  1712.  Ilia  aeoond  wife  was  Oatharine,  daughter  of 
Alexander  Bolkoom,  by  whom  he  had  three  chlldrrn,— Jemima,  Andrew, 
Thomaa,  1722-:n.    Andrew,Sr.,  dioil  Aug.  16, 1740. 

Sweet,  Henry,  waa  here  about  1690,  had  five  children,— John,  Philip 
(died  Infiint),  Thomaa,  Michael  (died  Infant),  Dorothy.  He  was  one  of 
the  eariicat.  If  not  the  flrat,  of  that  name.  Died  Dec.  8, 1704.  Probably 
a  Jaacendant  of  John,  admitted  freeman  1641. 

Sweethmd,  John,  came  from  Marblehead  with  aeveral  othera  of  that 
name.  Three  of  hIa  chiMren  were  Benjamin,  Deborah,  Samuel,  1703- 
II.    Ife  died  June  9, 1711. 


time.  One  Mr.  Peek  and  tliree  othera  of  Hingham,  being  about  with 
crthera  to  remove  to  Seaoonk  (whieli  waa  conelndeil  by  the  oonimia- 
afcmera  of  Iho  nnited  colonlea  to  belong  to  Plymouth),  riding  thither, 
they  abcltarcd  themaelvea  and  their  horsea  in  an  Indian  wigwam, 
whkh  by  •ome  oceaalon  took  fire,  and  (although  they  were  all  four  in 
It,  and  laborad  to  their  utnioat,eto.)  bnmt  three  of  their  horaea  to  death, 
and  all  their  gooda  to  the  value  of  60  ponnda.** 

One  John  Peek  waa  In  Beboboth  aa  early  aa  March  29, 1646.— ITia. 
Jomr^  II.  216. 

NIcholaa,  John,  Joaeph,  Jr.,  are  anppnaed  to  be  aona  of  Mr.  Joeepb, 
who  came  with  him  to  Kehoboth ;  if  thla  suppoeition  be  true,  then  all 
of  the  name  are  deaoended  from  him. 

*  Thomaa  Bead,  admitted  freeman  Maaaachnaetta  April  1, 16.34 ;  John, 
May  13, 1640 ;  William,  Dec.  14, 1638 :  Kadnw,  June  2, 1641.  John  and 
Thomaa  (perhapa  anna  of  John)  aettled  in  Beboboth,  and  were  the  an- 
eeatora  of  tlie  nomeroue  progeny  of  Beada  In  tliat  town  and  Attle- 
boTOugh. 

•  They  were  deacendanta  of  George  llobinaon  (lat),  of  Beboboth, 
wheaa  name  la  on  onr  llat  of  pnrchaaert.    He  married  Joanna  Ingra- 


Wnitam  Bobinaon,  freeman,  Maaaachnaetta,  at  Salem,  Dec.  27, 1642; 
John,  Jane  2, 1641. 
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T^ler,  Bbeneier,  had  nine  children,— Bbeneier,  Bllsabeth,  niaba, 
Oatlmrine,  Hannah  (died),  John,  Hannah,  WllUam,  17l4-8t.> 

Samuel  married  Mmy  Oapron,  had  eleven  ohildren,— Maty  (died), 
Samuel  (died),  Moaea,  Samuel,  Mary,  Nathan,  Hnldah,  Habf)^  uhI 
KIlKalietli  (twina),  Mieneter,  Deqjamin  (died). 

Wilkinaon,  John,  came  here  about  1700,  married  Baehel  Iklea.  Hia 
ohildren  were  eight,— John,  Joaeph,  Bacbel,  Mary,  Hepiibeth,  Abigail, 
Sarah,  Hannah,  1702-23.  He  purchased  Oapt  Wlllett*a  ahare  In  the  nn- 
divlde<l  Iniida,  probably  of  hia  son  Andrew.    Died  Jan.  24, 1724-26. 

John  Wilkinaon,  Maiden,  died  December,  1676.— Jtar.  Btg. 

Wllmarth,  Thomaa,*  came  to  Attleborongh  about  1706,  married  De- 
borali Peck,  had  seven  children, — Maty,  Thomaa,  Deborah,  Kliiabeth, 
Anne,  Ebeneier,  Ellphalet,  170^28. 

Several  other  Wllmarihs  eame  fW>m  that  town,— Samuel  (son  of 
Tliomaa  (2d)  of  Beboboth),  Jonathan,  Nathan,  Stephen  (aona  of  Jonathan, 
of  that  place),  Daniel,  etc. 

Tlie  Deanea  came  from  Taunton ;  Elliaea,  Drapen,  eto.,  fkom  Dedham, 
anbaeqnont  to  1780. 

It  is  not  expected  tliat  the  foregoing  liat  ine!'idei  a^l  whooame  pre- 
vious to  that  period.  The  names  of  the  original  auooatun  of  aoma 
could  not  be  ascertained. 

One  name  waa  omitted  in  its  pn^r  place.  Bourne,  Andrew,  came 
(it  is  suppoeed  from  Great  Britain)  to  Attleborongh  about  1720,  and  Bat- 
tled in  the  east  part  of  the  town.  All  of  that  name  In  thia  ridnity  are 
descended  from  him. 

List  of  Bepresentatives  from  this  towu  from  its 
incorporation  in  1694  to  1883.  Elections  were  in 
May  unless  otherwise  designated. 


1709-11.  David  Freeman.* 

1712.  Onpt.  Joseph  Brown.* 

1713.  Mr.  David  Freeman. 
Lieut  Nicholaa  Ide.T 

1714.  Lieut  Nicholas  Ide. 
1716-18.  Darid  Freeman. 
1710.  Jeremiah  Whipple. 

1720.  Deacon  John  Daggett. 
David  Freeman  .9 

1721.  David  Freeman. 

1722.  Ne  one  would  accept. 

1723.  Capt  John  Foster. 

1724.  Mr.  Nathaniel  Oarpenter. 
1726.  Oapt  John  Foster. 
1720-28.  Oapt.  Joseph  Drown. 
1720.  Mr.  Nathaniel  Onrpenter. 
1730-32.  Capt  John  Foster. 

1733.  Nathaniel  Carpenter. 

1734.  Sent  an  excuse. 
1736.  Nathaniel  Oarpenter. 

1736.  Capt  Mnyhew  Daggett 

1737.  John  Bobinson. 

Capt  Mayhaw  Daggett 
John  Foster,  Esq. 
Timothy  Tlngley. 
Samuel  Tyler. 
Ahaael  Bead. 

1738.  John  Foater,  Esq. 
ir3»-40.  John  Bobblna. 
1741-42.  Capt.  Mayhew  Daggett 


1743.  Miv|.  John  Foater. 

1744.  Capt  Mayhew  Daggett 
1746.  Oapt  Samnal  Tyler. 
1746.  Ferai  Bradford,  Esq.* 
1747-42.  Capt.  Samnal  Tjler. 
1760-63.  BeiUunIn  Day. 
1764-66.  Name  not  on  record. 
176»^W.  Lieut  Joalah  Maxcy. 
17A0.  Deaeon  BeiU^mln  Day. 
1760.  Japheah  BIcknell. 
1761-63.  Stephen  Fuller. 
1764-67.  Deacon  Ebeneier  |iane. 
1768-78.  John  Daggett 
1776-77.  Oapt  John  Steama. 

William  Stanley. 
1778-70.  Oapt.  Ellaha  May. 

1780.  Qipt  Ellaha  May. 
John  Daggett 

1781.  Ellaha  May. 

1782.  Name  not  found. 

17R3.  Col.  Stephen  Blehardaon. 

1784.  Ellaha  May.  Eaq. 

1786.  Col.  Stephen  Blehardaon. 

1786.  Capt  Sbeneter  Tyler. 

1787.  William  Stanley. 

1788.  Elisha  May,  Eaq. 

1789.  Capt  C.  Blehardaon. 

1790.  Mi^.  Ebenexer  Tjler. 

1791.  Elieha  May,  Esq. 

1792.  Mi^.  Ebeneier  Tyler. 


*  Tyler,  Abraham,  Haverhill  1660,  died  May  6,  1673.  Job,  Andover, 
1663,  had  a  son  Moses,  who  died  1727,  aged  eighty-five,  baring  had  ten 
aona.  Nathaniel,  Lynn,  1042. — JPhr.  JStg, 

*  Graiidaon  of  Thomas  Wllmartli,  Sr.,  who  came  Into  Beboboth  as 
early  as  March  28, 1646,  with  bis  wife  and  children.  Thla  name  waa 
anciently  apelled  Wllmot 

*  The  reader  will  perceive  tnat  no  repreeentatlve  waa  choaen  during 
the  first  fourieen  years  alter  the  incorporation.  The  reaaon  ia  given  In 
the  extracts  from  the  town  records. 

*  Son  of  Mr.  John  Brown,  of  Beboboth  (well  known  in  the  history  of 
the  Old  Colony),  came  here  (1700)  fh>m  Kingston,  B.  I.,  to  which  he  had 
removed  aliont  1702.  In  this  list  the  Utin  generally  given,  according  to 
the  custom  of  the  times,  are  retained  aa  they  appear  on  reoord. 

7  November,  1713. 

*  June,  1720.  ^ 

*  July  22, 1746,  Capt  Mayhew  Daggett  waa  ehoaen. 


S46 


HI8T0BT  OP  BBISTOL  OOUNTT,  MASSAOHUSBTTS. 


1798-98.  Blltha  May,  Kmi. 
•1799.  Ool.  EbeiMur  Tylmt, 
1800-1.  Elifh*  May,  iaq. 
1802-i.  MiO-  KlMoetMr  Tjlmc, 

1806.  EbenMer  BMon. 
1800.  Jo«l  B«ad,  lUq, 

1807.  Kbeneur  Baoon. 
1808-10.  Joel  BMd. 

1811.  Ju«l  R«ad. 
Juhn  Richardson. 
D«i\Jaiuia  Uolkoom. 

1812.  Juliii  BidianlaoD. 
JtMil  Read. 
Uttiijamin  Bulkoom. 

1813.  .lu«l  Read. 
D«DjMiniu  Bolkoom. 
Julin  Richardson. 

1814.  dipt.  Thouas  Franeh. 
Jabm  NewelL 

1816.  A.  Rlchardsim,  Jr. 
1816.  Kbciiexor  Daggett,  JBiq. 
1817-19.  Sent  no  one. 
1820-21.  A.  Richardson,  Jr. 
1822-23.  ElMoexer  Daggett,  liq. 
1824.  Sent  no  one. 
1826-20.  William  Blacklnton. 

1827.  George  Kills. 
ElkHuah  Briggs. 
A.  Richardson,  Jr. 

1828.  George  KUis. 
Klkanah  Briggs,  Bsq. 

1829-30.  Elkanah  Briggs,  Esq. 
1831-34.  AbUali  M.  Ida. 
1836.  David  £.  Uolman. 

1836.  John  Daggett. 
David  E.  Uolnum. 
Lemuel  May. 

1837.  John  Daggett 
Lemoel  May. 

1838.  John  Daggett 
1838.  Carlos  Barrows. 

Jonathan  Bliss. 
John  Daggett    ' 

1840.  Oarlos  Barrows. 
Jonathan  Bliss. 

1841.  WilUnl  Blacklnton. 
Artemas  Stanley. 

1842.  Artemas  Stanley. 
William  Blacklnton. 

1843.  Daniel  Wilmartb. 


1843.  OilTlB  BMMirdi. 
184i-4A.  UniMlllaj. 


1H8-47.  Qwif* 

BanrajOtoia. 
lNt.MoM. 
IMI.  Qwif*  D.  Hiileli. 


1800.  BaMttsI  QMrpantsr. 

a«org*D.Hnlcit 
llSl-«8.  Lymui  W. 
18M.  Mmm. 
1816.  OhMtof 
1868.  Bkanah  Brlgiiu 

1867.  nanry  M.  Rloinunds. 

1868.  llonUio  H.  BldiahtoiM. 


U60.  Qsorga  D.  HiUoh. 
niahaWilNWitli. 

1881.  Gardnar  0.  nodgsa. 
1802.  WUIiMn  D.  Bsri. 

lMklelBitt«b 
1888.  Qomdo  M.  BlehMlMm. 

John  T1mmi|miw. 
1804.  Uandal  N.  Daoalt. 

MlM  a  Danett 
I860.  Ilattry  K.  W.  Allen. 

ImM.  Oonnnt 
1880.  John  Dnggatt. 

Edmund  lirn  BlelMwda. 

1807.  Joaspli  A.  Peny. 

1808.  WUIardBlaeklntoB. 
1800.  Jooapli  D.  Piaron. 

1870.  QMdnar  0.  Wright 

1871.  Juhn  T.  Dataa. 
187«.ObadaTanMr. 

1875.  Edward  Saaftird. 
1874.  fianinel  8.  Ginnodo. 

1876.  FeUxG.Whttn^y. 
1870.  Sanry  'J.  Bewl. 

1877.  Gaoiia  Asa  Dean. 

1878.  GaorgaPrlea. 
AliUUi  T.  Walai. 

1879.  John  Stanley 

1880.  Edwin  J.  llorton. 
188L  Oaorga  N.  Crandall. 

Burrill  Porter,  Jr. 

1882.  John  WhltehiU. 

1883.  Juhn  WhltehiU. 


Biographical  Sketches.— Bev.  Naphtali  Daggett, 
D.D.,  president  of  Yale  College,  was  the  son  of  £ben- 
ezer  Daggett  and  Mary,  his  wife,  and  was  born  in  At- 
tleborough  (at  the  residence  of  the  lute  Ebenezer 
Daggett,  Esq.),  Sept  8, 1727.  IIo  was  the  second  son 
among  eight  children.  His  father  dying  while  he 
was  yet  young,  he  was  left  under  the  direction  of  a 
mother,  who  was,  however,  in  Qwery  respect  peculi- 
arly qualified  to  discharge  the  duties  which  devolved 
upon  her.^  He  soon  after  commenced  studies  prepara- 
tory to  college.  Rev.  Solomon  Reed  became  acquainted 
with  him  while  he  was  a  youth,  and  forming  a  high 
opinion  of  his  talents  took  hifli  under  his  pittronuge, 
and  advised  and  assisted  him  in  prcpuring  fur  college. 
He  entered  Yale  College  in  1744,  and  graduati*d  in 
1748,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one.  He  was  distinguished 
during  his  college  life  for  industry  and  close  applica- 
tion. 

He  was  settled  as  minister  at  Smithtown,  and  was 
ordained  over  the  church  there  Sept.  18, 1751.  During 


his  aetttement  on  Long  Island  he  married  Kiss  Sarah 
Smith,  daughter  of  the  third  Richard  Smith,  Dec 
19,  1763,  by  Rev.  Ebeneier  Prime.  Slie  wjm  bom 
Sept  16  (O.  &),  1728,  and  died  at  New  Haven,  March 
25, 1772,  aged  forty-three  years  and  six  months.  He 
says  In  his  memorandnm,  which  the  author  lias,  that 
he  wss  dismissed  from  his  paatoral  charge  at  Smith- 
town,  Nov.  6, 1765,  for  the  purpose  of  removing  to 
Yale  College.  In  September,  1755,  he  was  elected 
the  first  Professor  of  Divinity  in  Yale  College,  which 
was  denominated  the  Livingston  Professorship  of 
Divinity ;  tliis  appointment  he  accepted,  and  removed 
to  New  Haven,  and  was  inducted  into  office  on  the 
4th  of  March  following,  1756.'  This  office  he  held 
during  the  remainder  of  his  life.  After  the  resigna- 
tion of  Mr.  Clap,  Sept  10, 1756,  ho  officiated  as  presi- 
dent till  April  1, 1777,  about  eleven  years,  when  he 
resigned  tlie  office,  but  still  continued  to  hold  that  of 
Professor  of  Divinity.  The  learned  Dr.  Stiles  was  his 
'  successor  in  the  presidency.  Rev.  Payson  WillisUHi 
says  of  hiui,  "  President  Daggett  was  one  of  my 
father's  intimate  friends.  His  social  qualities  were 
such  as  to  render  him  more  than  ordinarily  attractive. 
The  college  was  eminently  prosperous  under  his 
presidency." 

Dr.  Stiles  delivered  a  sermon  on  his  deatli.  It  is  a 
remarkable  circumstance  that  Dr.  Daggett  and  Dr. 
Stiles  each  delivered  a  fhneral  sermon  on  his  imme- 
diate predecessor. 

During  the  barbarous  attack  on  New  Haven  by  the 
Britbh  army,  in  July,  1779,  he  took  an  active  part  in 
the  defense  of  the  country,  and  was  distinguished  for 
his  resolution  and  intrepidity.'  He  was  taken  prisoner. 


>  The  foundatloo  at  this  pruffnorahlp  wm  hid  In  1746  by  a  douUfcNi 
ttauk  the  Uuu.  Philip  LivingBtoii,of  New  York,  «uil  iMvlug  rooelv«l  m 
couiKlaniUe  ftUdiUuo  by  ituuUier  duimUon  rrum  Mr.  Gerahum  CUrk,of 
Lelmnou,  wlUi  euiue  a|»pit>priatloiM  by  the  oillegis  il  «Sbrd«d  «  auflkirat 
Mhuy  tur  the  euppurl  ofMich  au  ulDce,  whkh  wm  aocunlliigly  eetablbhed 
in  1766.  A  huuae  fur  Uio  lueuf  tlio  lucuiubeut  wmi  erected  by  ealMierip- 
Uop,  aiid  fluiebed  hi  1768. 

*  He  liad  luade  bluwelf  obuuxiuan  by  his  ofien  aiid  a«:llve  oppmithM  to 
the  Drillnh  cauee.  lie  bati  ufki'D  iuciiloHted  uiniu  Ibeeliideute  uuder  bia 
eliargo — In  the  ptilplk  aud  lu  the  leGturv-ruum— the  duty  of  nwiaCauGe  to 
Drilkdi  u|i|»reiMl«*u.  llr  had  tberofure  incurn^d  the  apuclal  dbtphMMreof 
the  liivatlttm.  lie  had  ufioiily  preaclied  aiid  prayed  agaluat  the  enooNi 
of  ihelr  eauee.  He  kuew  uu  diOerence  bvtweeu  prrachlug  and  prae> 
Udng,  aud  when  the  crieb  came  he  carried  hie  uwu  principles  Into 
action,  lie  ebouldercd  liie  muaket  aud  went  into  the  debl  with  the  reel 
lo  ro|iol  the  iuvadera.  lie  mhu  lakeu  prieuuer  by  the  eiteuiy.  They  beak 
aud  liruUrd  hlni,  aud  oflvred  blw  every  iudlguity  lu  their  power.  Ilia 
clerical  character  in  their  eyee  waa  no  exemption  fhm  the  ni««t  imtiage- 
oua  abueee.  They  demanded  of  him  wlini  be  was  doing,  aud  whu  be 
was;  he  ouheeitaiiuiily  replied,  **  Exercising  the  rights  of  war.  laai 
Mniiblali  Daggett,  uf  Yale  Oullege.  I  demand  of  yuu  to  releaHe  me.** 
Dut  tliuy  rvfiiMe<l,Hnd  iletuliiod  him  as  a  prisoner,  aud  niai-olied  bim  back 
tu  Now  iluvuii,  iiiwrly  iluud  with  tlio  wonudti  and  ttUiso  lie  had  received, 
and  fixMu  whiuli  lio  iivvor  fully  rucuvered. 

lie  WHS  ui  flr»t  Ittfi  fur  doiui.  Ho  wus  saved  liy  tbo  iiitrvpldlty  uf  the 
laily  into  whuev  house  he  had  lieeu  conveyed.  After  the  Uritbii  had  re- 
tired, an  officer  and  a  file  of  soldiers  were  sent  Imck  to  convey  him  a 
prisoner  on  board  their  truusiioiis.  They  came  to  the  houiM9  ami  in- 
quired  for  bim,  and  were  answered  by  the  lady  (wlio  a|>|ieared  at  the 
«loor,aiid  restdntoly  refusoil  to  lulmit  I  hem)  thai  he  wss  so  Imdly  wounded 
it  would  l»e  impussil'le  lo  convey  lilm  on  boarJ  alive  **  Uy  urdeni,** 
said  the  officer,  "are  poeitive  to  take  him  wiih  me."    *'  But  you  would 
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and  came  near  losing  his  life.  Dr.  Dnggett  died  (in 
consequence  of  the  wounds  he  had  received  on  that 
occasion)  Nov.  25, 1780,  at  the  age  of  fifty-three.  He 
presided  over  the  university  about  eleven  years,  and 
held  the  oflice  of  Professor  of  Divinity  twenty-five 
years.  Possessed  of  a  strong,  clear,  and  comprehen- 
sive mind,  he  applied  himself  with  assiduity  and  suc- 
cess to  the  various  branches  of  knowledge,  particu- 
larly to  tlie  learned  languages  and  divinity.  Dr. 
Holmes,  in  his  life  of  President  Stiles,  says,  "  He  was 
a  good  classical  scholar,  well  versed  in  moral  philos- 
ophy, and  n  learned  divine.''  He  received  the  hon- 
orary degree  of  Doctor  in  Divinity  from  Yale  College, 
and  in  1771  the  degree  of  8.T.D.  from  Harvard  Col- 
lege. He  published  a  sermon  on  the  death  of  Presi- 
dent Clap,  1767 ;  another  delivered  at  the  ordination  of 
Rev.  Ebenezcr  Baldwin,  1770 ;  a  third  delivered  at  the 
ordination  of  Rev.  J.  Howe,  1773 ;  a  funeral  sermon 
on  the  death  of  Job  Lane,  a  tutor  in  the  college,  1768. 

Col.  John  Daggett,  an  elder  brother  of  the  preced- 
ing, born  Sept.  2, 1724  or  1725,  was  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal public  characters  and  leading  men  of  the  town, 
especially  during  the  trying  period  of  the  Revolution. 
He  and  Col.  May  were  the  two  on  whom  the  town 
placed  the  utmost  reliance.  He  was  possessed  of  a 
strong  and  sound  mind,  and  was  marked  by  a  reso- 
lute and  decided  character.  He  was  a  Puritan  in  the 
plainness  and  simplicity  of  his  manners,  and  was  a 
firm  friend  to  the  civil  institutions  and  republican 
customs  of  New  England.  His  wife  was  Mercy  Shcp- 
ard,  daughter  of  the  centenarian,  John  Shepard, 
then  of  Wrentham,  afterwards  of  Foxborough. 

He  was  commissioned  one  of  his  Majesty's  justices 
of  the  peace  under  the  provincial  government  before 
the  Revolution.  He  took  an  early  and  decided  stand 
(with  many  other  patriotic  citizens  of  this  town)  in 
the  commencement  of  those  proceedings  which  pro- 
duced the  Revolution.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Provincial  Congress  which  assembled  at  Cambridge. 
For  a  long  succession  of  years  he  was  elected  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Legislature,  and  was  also  a  member  of  the 
convention  which  formed  the  constitution.  He  was 
generally  called  to  serve  on  the  most  important  com- 
mittees whicli  were  raised  in  town-meeting  to  con- 
sider the  many  difficult  subjects  which  were  then 
brought  before  the  people  during  and  subsequent  to 
the  Revolution.  Col.  Daggett  commanded  the  regi- 
ment from  the  county  of  Bristol,  both  in  Spencer's 
and  Sullivan's  expeditious  on  Rhode  Island,  in  1777 
and  1779. 

At  home  he  was  extensively  employed  as  a  sur- 
veyor, and  was  engaged  in  various  other  kinds  of 
public  business,  such  as  the  ordinary  transactions  of 
life  require  lictween  citizens.  He  died  universally 
respected  Jan.  20, 1803,  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine. 


not  ■vivij  carry  awiiy  a  dying  man :  he  to  now  In  the  aKonlet  of  death.** 
After  rrpeated  drmands  and  refneals,  the  ofllcer  finally  df*tennlned  to 
retam  and  report  the  oaae  to  his  inporlor  and  aek  for  farther  orden. 
Bat  he  norer  came  back  after  lib  prtooner. 


A  third  brother,  Dr.  Ebenezer  Daggett,  was  a  re- 
spectable physician,  who  settled  in  Wrentham  village, 
where  he  acquired  an  extensive  practice.  He  married 
Miss  Susanna  Metcalf,  daughter  of  Timothy  Metcalf, 
Esq.,  of  Wrentham,  May  25,  1768,  by  whom  he  had 
several  children. 

His  son.  Rev.  Herman  Daggett,  graduated  at 
Brown  University  in  1788,  and  pursued  his  profes- 
sional studies  with  Dr.  Emmons,  of  Franklin.  He 
was  settled  in  the  ministry  on  Long  Island.  While 
there  he  was  pastor  first  at  Southampton.  He  was 
there  settled  in  1791,  and  in  the  course  of  a  few  years 
he  removed  to  the  parish  of  Middletown,  in  the  town 
of  Brookhaven,  supplying  a  part  of  the  time  the 
church  at  Fireplace.  This  was  in  1801.  He  married 
Miss  Sarah  Mathewson,  of  Providence,  who  died 
Nov.  20, 1843.  During  the  eighteen  years  he  resided 
on  Long  Island  he  made  four  changes.  One  in  giv- 
ing his  character  says  of  him, "Mr.  Daggett  was  a 
man  of  sterling  talents,  respectable  acquirements,  and 
peculiar  excellence  of  character.  To  all  his  other 
acquirements  as  a  scholar  he  added  singular  neat- 
ness of  person  and  an  exact,  systematic  arrangement 
of  all  his  various  duties.  He  was  remarkably  digni- 
fied in  his  manners  and  circumspect  in  his  deport- 
ment. All  his  traits  of  character  are  comprehended  in 
Dr.  Beecher's  remark  '  that  he  was  just  a  fit  man  to 
preach  to  ministers.' "  He  died  May  19,  1832.  He 
was  the  first  principal  and  teacher  of  the  Indian  mis- 
sion school  at  Cornwall,  and  afterwards  removed  to 
Ridgcfield,  Conn.,  and  finally  to  Cornwall,  where  he 
died. 

Dr.  Bezaleel  Mann,  a  well-known  and  worthy 
physician  of  this  town,  deserves  a  notice  in  these 
sketches.  He  was  a  descendaht  of  Rev.  Samuel 
Mann,  the  first  minister  of  Wrentham.  He  studied 
his  profession  with  Dr.  Hewes,  of  Foxborough,  and 
commenced  business  in  this  town  some  time  previous 
to  1750.  Dr.  Mann  had  the  reputation  of  being  a 
skillful  physician,  and  had  acquired  an  extensive 
circle  of  practice.  His  character  is  justly  portrayed 
in  his  epitaph, — 

"BfKnleel  Mann  roort  die  Octo.  tert.  1796,  an  atat  74.  Early  im- 
bued with  the  principlee  of  moral  rectltnde,  he  mstained  through  the 
dif  enrffled  ooncorne  of  a  long  and  active  life  the  character  of  an  honeet 
man.  Ae  a  physician,  ho  oonimanded,  during  the  period  of  near  60 
y«>ara  Uiat  unlimited  confidence  and  retpect  which  talenta  alone  can 
Inspire.  The  features  of  Ills  mind  were  sketched  by  Uie  glowing  pencil 
of  nature,  filled  np  with  (inalltiea  that  adorn  humanity,  and  sliaded 
with  few  liiflrniillcs  tlif«  fnpquent  attendnuts  on  mentel  excrllence. 

**  Bebe  Manii,>  hix  wife,  mort.  die  Octo.  terl  1793,  s^tat.  61.  She  was 
a  perron  of  bright  genius,  of  few  words,  and  much  resenred  In  mind. 
Frvm  early  youth  she  marked  all  her  paths  with  virtue,  and  Umely 
took  the  ailrice  Christ  gare  to  his  disciple's,  and  made  to  herself  a  friend 
of  the  mammon  of  nnilghteousness,  and  when  she  fitlled  could  with 
Christian  confidence  say  that  her  witness  was  in  hearen  aad  her  reward 
on  high. 

** Tills  stone  is  erected  by  the  grateful  hand  of  filial  piety  to  protect 
the  awful  dnst  of  rerered  parents.** 

These  inscriptions  may  be  found  in  Alden's  valuable 
collection  of  epitaphs. 

1  She  was  a  daughter  of  Mr.  Eaekiel  Carpenter,  of  this  town. 
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Dr.  Mann  had  several  bods  who  entered  the  pro- 
fessions. His  son  Preston,  who  was  a  physician,  was 
graduated  at  Brown  University,  and  settled  in  New- 
port, R.  I.,  where  he  was  living  in  1834.  Another 
son,  John  Milton,  was  also  a  graduate  at  Brown 
University,  became  a  physician,  and  removed  to  the 
State  of  New  York,  where  he  was  drowned  in  at- 
tempting to  cross  the  river  Hudson.  His  daughter 
Eunice  married  one  of  his  students,  Dr.Seth  Capron, 
of  this  town,  who,  with  another  son,  Newton,  re- 
moved to  the  State  of  New  York,  where  they  were 
living,  1833.  His  second  son,  Herbert,  was  educated 
a  physician,  and  entered  as  surgeon  on  board  the 
privateer  ^^  General  Arnold,"  Capt.  Magee,  and  was 
lost  in  that  terrible  storm  which  ensued  in  Plvmouth 
Harbor,  Dec.  26,  1778.  The  stone  which  is  here 
erected  to  his  memory  contains  the  following  epi- 
taph : 

**  In  memory  of  doctor  Herbert  iUnn,  who,  with  119  lailori,  with 
Gapt.  James  Mogee,  maater,  weut  on  boerd  the  brig  OouenU  Aruold,  in 
BoetoD  Uarbor,  25th  Dec.,  1778,  hoiited  aail,  bade  for  tea,  and  were  Im* 
mediately  overtaken  by  the  moft  tremendona  auow  atorm  with  cold, 
Uiat  was  ever  known  in  the  memory  of  man,  and,  unhappily,  parted  their 
cable  in  Plymoath  harbor,  in  a  place  called  the  Opw^yarda,  and  he,  with 
about  lOU  other*,  waa  frozen  to  death ;  slxty-aiz  of  whom  were  burled 
In  one  grave.  He  woa  in  the  2l8t  year  of  hia  age.  And  now  Lord  God 
Almighty,  Just  and  true  are  all  thy  waya,  but  who  can  itand  before  tliy 
cold?" 

In  Dr.  Thacher's  "  History  of  Plymouth"  is  found 
a  graphic  description  of  this  most  terrific  storm  and 
awful  wreck  known  in  history,  which  seems  unparal- 
leled in  human  suffering: 

•  ''  In  1778,  December  26th,  27th,  the  inhabitants  of 
this  town  were  called  to  witness  a  catastrophe  truly 
appalling  to  humanity.  The  brig  *  General  Arnold,' 
mounting  twenty  guns,  having  a  crew  of  one  hundred 
and  five  men  and  boys,  commanded  by  Capt.  James 
Magee,  of  Boston,  sailed  from  that  port  on  Thursday, 
24th  of  December,  bound  on  a  cruise.  On  Friday 
anchored  off  Plymouth  Harbor,  being  destitute  of  a 
pilot.  In  the  night,  a  heavy  gale,  drove  on  the  White 
Flat.  8he  soon  filled  with  water,  and  it  became  ne- 
cessary to  cut  away  the  masts.  Unfortunately,  a  great 
disturbance  was  occasioned  by  intoxication  among 
some  of  the  seamen  in  the  steerage,  which  was  with 
difficulty  quelled  by  the  officers.  A  tremendous  storm 
of  wind  and  snow  came  on,  and  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  men  died  on  Saturday  afternoon  and  in  the 
night.  Three  men,  not  of  the  crew,  being  on  board, 
took  the  yawl  and  passed  eight  or  ten  rods  to  the  ice, 
and  were  taken  on  board  a  schooner  that  was  frozen 
in.  Had  the  boat  been  returned  as  promised  many 
lives  would  have  been  saved. 

"Sunday  morning  the  vessel  was  seen  in  u  most 
distressful  situation,  enveloped  in  ice  and  snow,  and 
the  whole  shore  was  frozen  to  a  solid  body  of  ice,  the 
winds  and  waves  raging  with  such  dreadful  violence 
that  no  possible  relief  could  be  afforded  to  the  miser- 
able sufferers.  The  inhabitants  made  every  effort  to 
reach  the  wreck  in  boats,  but  were  obliged  to  put 
back,  although  aware  that  the  seamen  were  in  the 


arms  of  death,  and  when  the  miserable  victims  on 
board  saw  the  boats  returning,  leaving  them  in  a  con- 
dition of  utter  hopelessness,  their  spirits  were  ap- 
palled, and  numbers  were  seen  to  fall  dead  on  the 
deck. 

"  On  Monday  the  inhabitants  passed  over  the  ice  to 
the  wreck.  Here  was  presented  a  scene  unutterably 
awful  and  distressing.  It  is  scarcely  possible  for  the 
human  mind  to  conceive  of  a  more  appalling  specta- 
cle. The  ship  was  sunk  ten  feet  in  the  sand ;  the 
waves  had  been  for  about  thirty-six  hours  sweeping 
the  main  deck ;  the  men  had  crowded  to  the  quarter- 
deck, and  even  here  they  were  obliged  to  pile  together 
dead  bodies  to  make  room  for  the  living.  Seventy 
dead  bodies,  frozen  into  all  imaginable  postures,  were 
strewn  over  the  deck  or  attached  to  the  slirouds  and 
spars ;  about  thirty  exhibited  signs  of  life,  but  were 
unconscious  whether  in  life  or  death.  The  bodies  re- 
mained in  the  posture  in  which  they  died,  the  features 
dreadfully  distorted  ;  some  were  erect,  some  bending 
forward,  some  sitting  with  the  head  resting  on  the 
knees,  and  some  with  both  arms  extended,  clinging  to 
spars  or  some  parts  of  the  vessel.  The  few  survivors 
and  the  dead  bodies  were  brought  over  the  ice  on 
sleds  and  boards,  and  the  dead  were  piled  on  the  Hoor 
of  the  court-house,  exhibiting  a  scene  calculated  to 
impress  even  the  most  callous  heart  with  deep  humility 
and  sorrow.  It  lias  been  said  that  the  licv.  Mr.  Rob- 
bins  fainted  when  called  to  perform  the  funeral  cere- 
monies. Those  bodies  that  were  to  be  deposited  in 
coffins  were  first  put  into  the  town  book ;  a  consider- 
able number  were  seen  floating  on  the  water  fastened 
by  ropes,  that  their  form  might  be  made  to  conform 
to  the  coffin,  but  about  sixty  were  thrown  into  a  large 
pit  as  they  were  taken  from  the  vessel.  This  pit  is  in 
a  hollow  on  the  southwest  side  of  the  burial-ground, 
and  remains  without  a  stone.  The  greater  part  of 
those  who  were  found  alive  expired  soon  after.  Capt. 
Magee  survived,  and  performed  several  profitable 
voyages  afterwards.  He  abstained  entirely  from 
drinking  ardent  spirits,  but  was  of  opinion  that  he 
was  greatly  benefited  by  putting  rum  into  his  boots. 
Those  who  drank  rum  were  the  more  immediate  vic- 
tims, several  being  found  dead  in  the  very  spot  where 
they  drank  it. 

**A  man  named  Downs,  belonging  to  Barnstable, 
was  apparently  dead,  but  on  being  seen  to  move  his 
eyelids  was  put  into  a  vessel  of  cold  water  for  several 
hours,  by  which  he  was  resuscitated,  but  with  the 
most  exquisite  pain.  He  lost  both  of  his  feet,  but 
lived  many  years  after.  Among  those  who  perished 
were  Dr.  Mann,  of  Attleborough  ;  Dr.  Sciirs,  Capt. 
John  Russell,  of  Harnntable,  commander  of  the  ma- 
rines, and  Lieut.  Daniel  Hall.  The  last  two  were 
buried  in  one  grave  on  the  south  side  of  the  burial- 
hill. 


»»i 


1  It  ahuulU  bo  obeervinl  that  wlifii  iM]rMon«  iiro  uxiHwoii  to  liitoiiiio  culd 
there  in  alwaya  a  propeiiKity  tu  aluup,  but  t\w  uiuiiioiit  it  la  iuihilged  it 
becoDiea  tlie  alevp  of  deutii. — Dr.  Thadier^$  Pli/mouth,  21  tt. 
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There  was  one  Marchant  from  the  Vineyardy  who 
■arvived  with  crippled  feet.  He  was  employed  many 
years  in  the  registry  of  deeds  and  probate  offices  in 
Dukes  County.    He  was  living  in  1830. 

Hon.  Elisha  May  was  a  distinguished  citizen  of 
this  town,  who  was  often  employed  in  public  office, 
and  whose  name  is  still  held  in  reverence  by  those 
who  remember  him.  Courteous  and  gentlemanly  in 
his  manners,  and  honorable  and  upright  in  his  prin- 
ciples, he  was  universally  esteemed.  Intelligent  and 
active  in  business,  he  was  well  qualified  to  fulfill  the 
various  offices  to  which  he  was  elected.  He  dis- 
charged the  various  duties  which  devolved  upon  him 
with  ability  and  entire  satisfaction  to  his  constituents. 
He  was,  in  fine,  one  of  the  most  valuable  citizens  of 
this  town.  He  died  Nov.  15,  1811,  in  the  seventy- 
third  year  of  his  age.  His  character  is  justly  though 
briefly  described  by  one  who  was  personally  ac- 
quainted with  him.  The  following  extract  is  from  a 
discourse  delivered  at  his  interment  by  the  Rev.  John 
Wilder,  then  the  pastor  of  the  First  Congregational 
Church  in  this  town : 

**  Ilto  memory  will  long  be  praciont,  not  only  to  h{«  near  rehttivei  und 
IHmMis,  Uut  llkewlMt  to  hfai  Intimate  acquaintancee,  to  his  neighbors,  to 
tiM  rellgloiw  aoclety  in  this  place,  and  to  the  Inhabitant!  of  the  town, 
Cm'  lie  §•  tlie  man  whom  hit  rellow^citlzons  hate  deliglitod  to  honor.  Nor 
waa  he  unworthy  their  mpect  and  confldence;  for,  hleued  with  a  sound 
mind,  a  retenUve  memory,  a  qnick  discernment  of  men  and  things,  a 
polite  addreM,  an  honest  heart,  and  an  edncatlon  considerably  above 
■Mdioalty,  he  wms  singnlarly  qualifiotl  for  public  employment  of  various 
kinds.  And  his  worth  waa  early  discoTered,  for  at  the  time  of  the  Rero- 
Intionary  war  he  wms  an  active  and  usefnl  member  both  in  the  military 
and  dvll  departments.  Since  that  period  he  was  employed,  wlUiont  op- 
pnaltlon,  as  a  legislator  or  a  counselor  nntll  he  chose  to  retire.  For 
•boot  twealy^eeven  years  in  succession,  one  excepted,  he  was  called  to 
•  seat  In  the  Ijeglslatnre,  and  chiefly  In  the  Upper  House.  For  almost 
tofiy  years  together  he  has  been  moderator  of  the  town-meetings  In  this 
plaea,la  which  oflire  he  was  equaled  by  few  and  exceeded  by  none.  He 
iMid  the  hottor  of  being  an  elector  of  the  Prrsldent  of  the  United  States. 
Am  a  magistrate,  thnnighont  Uie  commonwealth  he  did  mnch  bunineas, 
and  to  very  general  satisfaction.  Ho  was  Justly  celebrated,  both  at  home 
Mid  abroad,  for  bis  wisdom  In  adjusting  and  settling  differences  between 
contendiag  parties.  As  a  politician,  he  was  a  friend  and  tlisciple  of 
Wafthington ;  as  a  man,  ho  was  prepossessing  and  engaging ;  as  a  friend, 
ho  was  fiiithfnl  and  cnnsttint;  as  a  neighbor,  he  was  kind  and  obliging; 
no  a  hnal«ind,ho  was  attentive  and  tender;  as  a  parent,  he  was  ptensaiit 
•ad  afjeethmale ;  as  to  his  religion,  he  was  a  firm  believer  in  the  Chris- 
ttan  qrslem,  and  a  very  constant,  attentive,  and  i^iparently  devout  at> 
tendor  on  pnblie  worship  alt  his  life.** 

David  Daggett  was  son  of  Thomas  Daggett  and 
Elizabeth  Blake.  He  was  bom  in  Attleborough, 
Dec.  31,  1764.  He  was  a  direct  descendant  of  that 
John  Daggett  who  emigrated  in  Winthrop's  company 
in  1630,  and  of  the  John  Daggett  who  came  to 
Attleborough  from  the  Vineyard  in  1707.  He  fitted 
for  college,  and  entered  Yale  at  the  age  of  sixteen, 
in  the  junior  class,  two  years  in  advance,  and  gradu- 
ated in  1788  with  high  honors. 

He  commenced  his  legal  studies  with  Charles 
Chauncy,  Esq.,  of  New  Haven.  In  January,  1786, 
he  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  and  settled  in  that  city, 
where  lie  ever  afterwards  made  his  home.  He  was 
elected  tutor  in  the  college,  but  declined  the  appoint- 
ment in  order  to  devote  himself  to  his  profession. 


He  rose  rapidly  to  distinction,  and  his  fellow-citizens 
claimed  him  for  civil  service. 

In  1791  he  was  elected  a  representative  from  New 
Haven  to  the  General  Assembly,  and  was  the  youngest 
member,  and  was  re-elected  successively  for  six  years. 
In  1794,  three  years  after  his  first  election,  he  was 
chosen  Speaker,  at  the  age  of  twenty-nine.  In  1797 
he  was  transferred  to  the  Senate,  and  retained  his. 
seat  there  for  seven  years  in  succession. 

In  1818  he  was  elected  United  States  senator,  and 
filled  the  office  with  distinguished  ability.  At  the 
end  of  his  term  he  returned  to  his  practice  in  New 
Haven.  In  1824  he  was  connected  with  Judge  Hitch- 
cock in  the  law  school .  there,  and  in  1826  he  was 
appointed  Kent  Professor  of  Law  in  Yale  College. 
These  positions  he  held  till  his  advanced  years  in- 
duced him  to  resign. 

In  1826,  Yale  College  bestowed  on  him  the  hon- 
orary degree  of  LL.D.  In  May,  1826,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-two,  he  was  chosen  judge  of  the  Superior  Court 
of  that  State,  and  in  May,  1832,  he  was  appointed  its 
chief  justice. 

He  died  April  12, 1861,  at  the  age  of  eighty-six 
years,  three  months,  and  twelve  days,  honored  and 
beloved  for  his  great  abilities,  his  public  services,  and 
his  social  qualities. 

Rev.  Jonathan  Maxcy,S.  T.  D.,  president  of  Rhode 
Island,  Union,  and  Columbia  Colleges,  was  one  of  the 
most  eminent  pulpit  orators  of  this  country.  He 
was  born  in  this  town,  Sept.  2, 1768.  He  prepared 
for  college  in  the  school  of  the  Rev.  William  Wil- 
liams, of  Wrentham,  which  was  then  the  most  cele- 
brated institution  in  the  vicinity,  and  the  resort  of  a 
great  many  young  men  for  the  pursuit  of  classical 
studies.  He  graduated  at  Brown  University  in  1787, 
and  was  immediately  appointed  a  tutor.  He  was  or- 
dained pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  in  Provi- 
dence Sept.  8,  1791>  and  at  the  same  time  was  ap- 
pointed the  first  Professor  of  Divinity  in  that  college.' 
After  the  death  of  President  Manning  he  was  unani- 
mously elected  president,  A.D.,  at  the  early  age  of 
tweniy-four!  He  presided  over  this  university  for 
eleven  years,  with  distinguished  success  and  with  a 
splendid  reputation  for  eloquence  and  learning.  His 
administration  was  marked  by  mildness,  urbanity, 
and  dignity.  Under  his  guardianship  the  university 
acquired  a  distinguished  name  for  oratory.  Quided 
by  his  fostering  genius  it  sent  forth  a  constellation  of 
eloquent  and  accomplished  speakers,  who  have  shone 
in  various  departments  of  public  life,  and  whose  elo- 
quence has  been  felt  in  the  pulpit,  at  the  bar,  ^nd  in 
the  halls  of  legislation,  many  of  whom  have  acquired 
a  national  renown.  He  was  peculiarly  fitted  to  stamp 
impressions  of  his  own  character  on  the  minds  of 
those  around  him,  and  to  infuse  his  own  spirit  into 
theirs.    He  acquired  a  salutary  infiuence  over  the 


1  lie  was  the  first  and  only  proflBssor  of  divinity  evtr  appolntsd  in 
Drown  University. 


660 


HISTOBT  OF  BRISTOL  OOUNTT,  MASSAOHUSBTTB. 


youth  committed  to  hii  charge.  He  imbaed  their 
hearts  with  a  taste  for  Htermtare  and  with  a  love  of 
truth  and  moral  beauty,  and  excited  in  their  boaonia 
the  most  ardent  aspirations  after  excel  lenoe.  He 
knew  well  how  to  kindle  and  hn  (he  flame  of  genioa. 
His  memory  is  cherished  by  all  hia  pupila  with  pecu- 
liar affection  and  gratitude.  In  spiking  of  the  nnl- 
versity  it  has  been  truly  said  that  he  was  one ''  whoae 
name  and  fame  are  identified  with  ita  reputation, 
and  whose  mingled  mildness,  dignity,  and  goodness 
equaled  only  by  his  geniiiB,  learning,  and  eloquence, 
subdued  all  envy,  made  all  admirers  friends,  and  gave 
him  an  irresistible  sway  over  the  minda  of  thoae 
placed  under  his  care."  ^ 

Though  accomplished  in  every  department  of  learn- 
ing, he  was  distinguished  more  particnlarly  aa  a 
belles-lettres  scholar.  His  oratory  waa  in  some  re- 
spects peculiar.  There  was  nothing  in  it  like  rant  or 
affectation,  no  appearance  of  that  popular  declama- 
tion which  is  so  often  employed  to  captivate  the  mul- 
titude. There  was  apparently  no  attempt  in  it  to 
produce  effect,  no  labored  display,  but  everything 
appeared  easy,  natural,  and  unstudied.  It  was  deep, 
impassioned,  but  not  declamatory.  His  voice  was 
not  naturally  powerful,  but  he  had  It  perfectly  under 
his  control  through  all  Its  intonations.  He  usually 
commenced  in  a  calm  and  moderate  tone,  but  grew 
warmer  and  more  animated  as  he  advanced  in  his  dis- 
course, and  gradually  and  Imperceptibly  gained  upon 
the  attention  and  feelings  of  his  hearers,  until  every 
one  present  was  wholly  engrossed  upon  the  subject 
of  the  speaker.  Indeed,  he  himself  seemed  com- 
pletely absorbed  iu  his  own  subject,  and  by  the  in- 
fluence of  sympathy  carried  his  audience  with  him. 

His  delivery  was  remarkably  expressive.  Every 
sentiment  he  uttered  came  from  the  heart  and  vibrated 
through  his  whole  frame.  Every  cord  and  muscle 
was  an  echo  to  his  soul.  His  elocution  was  full  of 
grace ;  yet  his  power  was  not  in  this,  it  was  in  the 
life,  the  soul,  which  he  infused  into  his  voice,  his 
gestures,  and  his  countenance,  all  expressive  and 
harmonious.  His  ^eloquence  was  at  once  graceful 
and  forcible.  In  a  word,  he  had  in  perfection  what 
Demosthenes  called  action. 

He  did  not  neglect  to  cultivate  the  minor  graces  of 
elocution.  He  never  made  a  prayer  or  delivered 
anything  in  public,  extempore,  even  on  the  most  ordi- 
nary occasions,  in  which  every  sentence  and  every 
word  were  not  accurately  arranged  and  in  their  right 
place.  Though  his  voice  was  naturally  feeble,  it  was 
able  to  occupy  a  large  compass,  and  every  word  and 
every  syllable  he  uttered,  in  the  largest  audience,  fell 
distinctly  on  the  ear  of  the  most  distant  auditor. 

1  Hon.  VIrgll  Mazey't  Dltooune  before  Uie  Phi  B«U  KiAppft  of  Drown 
Uniforaitjr,  Sept  4, 1833. 

lie  waa  alio  a  native  of  AUleborougli,  and  a  bruUier  of  Preaident 
Mazoy.  lie  aeUled  In  Maryland,  held  the  olBceof  Solicitor  of  the  Treaa- 
nry,  and  waa  killed  by  the  evploaion  on  board  the  United  Statea  ateanier 
•*  Princeton." 


The  ibilowing  extract  will  ahow  the  eatlmation  in 
which  he  waa  held  at  the  South.  It  waa  written  bat 
a  short  time  previous  to  his  death,  and  oontaina  a 
brief  but  lively  description  of  the  impreslve  aflbcto 
of  hia  eloqaenee,  even  when  hia  powers  wwe  impaired 
by  advancing  ago  and  feeble  health. 

From  the  Charlaion  OUg  Goiette.  Extract  of  a 
letter  firom  a  gentleman  residing  In  Columbia  to  his 
firiend  In  Oharleston : 

••OauMBia,  SOi  Jslj,  ISlt. 
"LMiaaDday  wawaattolMM>])r.lUxcar.  ItMag  IhaMiof  Jsly, 
H  waa  a  dIaaoMia  appfupriaie  to  that  evwilfol  parted.  I  liaa  alwma 
baaii  tod  to  btrilrve  iha  Do«tor  aa  rluqaent  aad  laiprvaNlfa  praBMiiari  hM 
had  no  idea  till  aow  ttnt  ha  pnaamid  aaoii  traaananilaat  powan.  I 
natar  Iwart  amtk  a  alraaai  of  aloqaaaoa.  It  Sowad  Aomi  hto  llpa  araa 
Ilka  tba  oil  tkvm  Aann'to  liaad.  Mfwy  aar  «m  drilglitad,  tvaqr  hmxt 
waa  alattd,  ovary  boioM  thralibad  with  gratltadai  SMfh  appraprialo 
moCapborl  iMh  grawl, audi  aabllMa  daacrlHtoiial  audi  oxaKod  Moaa 
or  Daily  I  aad  delivorad  wlUi  aU  tha  graoa,  Uio  fNoa,  tiM  alafaaca  of  a 
yoathftilomlorl  IwaaaonotlaiaalBpainlaatthiafoodoldHaBakoald 
o«ldo  hlauelf  aad  baoona  axbaiiatad,  but  aa  bo  advancod  la  hia  die- 
coiine  ha  nioa  la  aalaathia,  till  al  loagtb  bo  raaoliod  holibta  Iba  aioat 
•ubliBM,  aud  afalD  doacoudad  with  tba  aama  iaeUlly  witb  wblah  lia 
aoarad.  So  fiu'  aa  I  oaa  Judge  (aad  your  partiality,  I  kiww,  wlU  allow 
MO  to  be  DO  aaaa  eriiie)  ih^n  waa  not  board  tho  aUgbtoil  dovialtoti 
tirom  tba  mool  eorroct  enoocbUlon  aad  graaiBwtlcal  anaafoaiaoti  all 
tbo  powoia  of  art  aooaed  aob^enrlent  to  biaabaoluta  eoatrol.  la  abort, 
I  aovor  hoard  any  thiag  to  oonpara  to  Dr.  lIaxciy*lB  wtamott  in  all  tho 
oonno  of  my  lUb,  and,  oM  aa  I  am,  I  wouM  now  walk  ovon  Cwonty 
mllaa  thnrngh  tho  bottaat  aaoda  to  Ibtoa  to  oaoh  aaoChor  dIaeiMino  I 
am  pataaadad  I  ahall  navar  bear  auch  aaothor  In  thia  Ulk** 

Hb  most  celebrated  performance  while  he  presided 
over  Brown  University,  regarded  as  a  specimen  of 
pulpit  oratory,  was  his  sermon  on  the  existence  and 
attributes  of  God,  delivered  at  Providence  in  1795, 
which  is  frequently  spoken  of  even  at  thia  day,  and 
produced  at  the  time  the  most  lively  and  striking 
effect  on  the  audience.  Those  who  heard  it  will 
never  forget  it.  The  impression  it  produced  was  the 
result  in  a  great  degree  of  the  manner  of  its  delivery. 
Such  a  brilliant  effort  of  eloquence  has  seldom  been 
witnessed  in  any  house  of  public  worship.  This  dis- 
course, though  enlivened  by  a  bold,  luxuriant,  aud 
brilliant  imagination,  and  a  loftiness  of  conception,  b 
yet  characterized  by  his  usual  neatness  and  simplicity 
of  language.  Indeed,  in  his  highest  flights  his  $iyie 
of  writing  was  always  remarkable  for  a  pure  English 
idiom  and  a  classical  simplicity  of  language.  In  fine, 
ho  was  an  eloquent  onitor  and  a  learned  scholar. 

In  1802,  Dr.  Maxcy  resigned  the  presidency  of 
Brown  University,  and  accepted  that  of  Schenectady, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  remained  till  the  establishment  of 
the  new  college  in  Columbia,  S.  C,  in  1804,  of  which 
he  wus  appointed  the  first  ]>resident,  and  immedi- 
ately removed  to  that  place,  where  he  continued  till 
the  day  of  his  death,  June  4,  1820,  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
two.  He  wus  appointed  t<i  the  oflice  of  president  the 
youngest,  and  presided  the  longest,  in  proportion  to 
his  years,  of  any  person  in  this  country.  He  was  con- 
nected with  some  college,  either  as  student  or  officer, 
nearly  thirty-eight  out  of  the  fifty-two  years  of  his 
life. 

In  1801  he  was  honored  with  the  degree  of  D.D. 
from  Harvard  University. 
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Hh  wire  wni  Susan  Hopkins,  r  dflughter  of  Com- 
mfxlnro  Rtikk  IIii|ikin«,  of  pTovHlcnrc,  liy_wlioni  ]io 
liail  several  tlnuglitera  nnd  four  sons,  nil  nf  whom 
hnvc.  Iiccn  lilirrnlly  fMlucAted. 

Ilo  piiklinlietl  B  discourse  on  tlie  denth  of  PresiJent 
Hnnnini;,  1702;  a  sermon  on  the  existence  of  God, 
demonstrated  from  the  works  of  creation,  1796.  His 
poblishp^l  nermono  and  nddreiwea  were  numerous.  A 
collection  or  hin  writings,  in  one  volume,  wrupiililinhed 
in  1844  by  Rev.  Dr.  Romeo  Ellon,  formerly  professor 
in  Ilrown  Univorsily.  A  selection  woa  repulilislied 
in  Eugl...d. 

Thin  is  necnwarily  h  brief  nnd,  I  fear,  an  imperfect 
■ketch.  It  reqnires  an  nbler  pen  tlian  mine  to  por- 
tray  the  nminblo  nnd  brilliant  clmrnctcr  of  Maxcy, 
and  to  do  justice  to  Iiisnplcndid  tatcnis  as  an  orator. 
Those  only  who  knew  him  in  the  mcridinn  of  life, 
nnd  who  hnvo  seen  nnd  felt  the  power  of  liia  elo- 
quence, can  Rive  nn  adeqimle  descriplidn.  His 
ittcniory  dcmamlN  n  trihnio  of  fillnl  nlTcelion  from 
unmo  ntic  of  his  many  distinguished  pupils,  who  arc 
M>  deeply  indebted  to  his  example  and  instructions 
for  the  eminence  which  ihcy  now  enjoy  in  public  life. 

Hon.  EbencEer  Diggett,  who  died  recently  while 
R  member  of  the  8ennle  from  Bristol  district,  nirords 
lite  example  of  n  life  worthy  of  iniitfttion  by  his 
fellnn-citi7^ns.  He  wns  Ihc  youngcfit  eon  of  Col. 
Daggett,  whose  life  lias  been  previously  noticed,  And 
was  born  April  16,  1763.  Few  men  in  this  town 
have  devoted  so  large  ei  portion  of  their  time  to  the 
public  service.  He  held  a  commission  of  the  pence 
for  nearly  thirty  years,  and  honorably  diMchnrged  i(s 
moot  important  duties.  He  served  the  town  at  vari- 
ous times  in  the  capacity  of  selectman,  and  town  clerk 
tipwards  of  twenty  years.  He  represented  the  town 
aeveral  years  in  the  General  Court  A  large  part  of 
the  last  thirty  years  of  his  life  was  occupied  in  some 
public  employment.  In  various  vayn  he  rendered 
himself  serviceable  to  hia  feliow-citi^'.cnfl.  In  the 
spring  of  1S3t  he  was  elected  a  nieml>cr  of  the  Senate 
for  this  distriut.  At  the  succeeding  November  elec- 
tion Uc  wan  rw'hosen  to  the  same  oflice,  and  while  in 
the  disoharRC  of  the  honorable  nnd  rcfi|>onsiblc  duties 
of  Uiis  sljitinn,  he  wna  railed  by  the  order  of  Provi- 
dence to  close  his  life,  at  Boston,  on  the  4th  of  March, 
1832,  in  the  sixty-ninth  year  of  bis  nge. 

The  following  remarks  on  the  character  of  the  de- 
ceased are  exiniclc<l  from  n  funeral  discourse  deliv- 
ered at  Attleborough.  22d  April,  IS32,  by  Rev.  Mr. 
Ferguson  : 

"Whsn  h  Ilwl  renrmM  hnil«nd  iinri  blhar.  Ilinl  lilffhlj4tlmnHl 
nnd  wrrnl  cllJUHi,  wlio  hwo  finr  monttii  nco  Moo-I  liendlnf  iindM-  Uia 


iM  IS  nlMnil  la  hIa  ol 


n^ETvKni  llnl  Iha  c 


■mm  B  fimigB  la  Ui*  lUU  of  lil 


it  fnm  Ihil 


t  ir»n  li*tt*r  vlHiitwl  to  gr«t1^ 
inthxgHluiilinilcinl.    lid 


duUj  nMsDtlhat  a 


mingle  111!  ajrintiiitliin  wllb  (hoK  gf  bin  runllr.onil  toprepai* 
\tT  h\t  own  grnt  rlmngD  woqid  hsw  b«en  ninrv  congviilkl  to 
I  thiin  Itaa  Ixlli  or  IngtiliUon  nnd  llie  IttiHtlMttai  at  our 
nliUoH.  In  III!  ciM,  nanoTH',  pallUal  naplsrnaDta  bud 
Hd  to  ha  ■  noTillj.    He  w<h  <inph<itlaUlj  ■  pnhllc  DWi. 


d  perhkiw  n» 


t  cluiisn  of  Ih* 
»t.nprl(l>t,.i.d 


bat  all  bsjolftd  nn  hli  dying  uleknvu.    Iterl;  on  Elio 
3(  ha  •>••  Tlolinllj  RUAckid  wllh  •  fe>*r,  vblcb  tir^ 
iiilh'-fthorHarcb. 
ny  dnljr.  In  *l*w  or  III!  pnhlts  ch«r«l«,  lo  antor  l^^p 


lilnh 


rmlty,  DiiriEbtn 


There  were  many  other  worthy  and  useful  citizena 
who  deserve  commemoration  in  this  place,  who, 
though  dead,  yet  live  in  their  works.  But  at  this 
dixtanceof  time  it  is  difficult  to  ascertain  the  pecu- 
liar traits  of  their  character  and  the  events  of  their 
lives.  The  retired  but  useful  employments  in  which 
they  were  engflged.nud  the  "even  tenor  of  their  lives" 
supply  but  few  prominent  incidents  for  the  pen  of 
the  biographer.  The  sketches  already  given  afford  ft 
respectable  list  of  public  men  for  n  country  town 
like  this. 


A  LIST   or   TUB 

OBAnUATBB  AT    naoWN   IINIVKII 

18ITV 

raoH 

TUia  TOWN. 

inn.  I'miliin  Wshn.  A 

M..«.n 

ofDr.li™ii<-lH.n 

n.phyilcl*i. 

K.i<i*d 

ITSa.  Olhnlri  Tjl«.  A.M..  •»■• 

of  Jsbn  Ti1«r.  !■ 

wj„,  KmI 

udlraiy. 

MiK,  nnw  Wixla 

17FT.  John  Milton  Hi 

r  Or.  Bmlliil  H*n 

n.ph;>lolin 

In  Hod^ii,  N.  T., 

Dd   «M 

of  IhM 

ST.D,, 

Bin  or  Ull  IISICT 

;  born  Sept. 

3.  nss ; 

pmldint  or  Proi 

dunce  Collfg..  Union,  Bch 

n«:(«1j.  N 

¥.,  ud 

Columlrf*  Oollfg,-. 

8.  0  ;  dirf  ■(  lb.  Ullar  pli 

™.»«^ 

flnj-t.re. 

■otorBlKklDlODl 

hUbnU, 

connlj  or  AihUlii 

..Ohio 

t7S8.  WllllxmKiir.Ko 

of  Bll 

hnHiv;  t.orn  Jbb 

W,IIM!« 

d«nt  or 

InwidlflJnlr  It. 

ITOW,  lo 

tbo  twontj-«..nlh 

yrir  or  bll 

»K». 
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180S.  Gardner  IHicfttt, A.M^tM  oTB^Irii  D>nitt;  ton  Dm-H^ITM; 

lawyer,  Providenoe,  S.  I^  wbara  h*  dM. 
180£.  MiltoD  Mazoy,  eon  of  Levi  Mwef ;  ton  Jm.  1,  lTtS|  tnwjw  la 

Beau  fbrt,  S.  0^  where  Im  died  of  tta*  yelloir  Ibver  la  Iflt. 

1803.  Jaaon  Sprague,  A.llneon  of  Jeha  ^pngae;  «m  ftir  hsm  Ubm 
preoeptor  of  the  High  School  te  ll«irpoct»  B.  I.;  diod  In  tbo  Uaifted 
Statee  army. 

1804.  Ylrgll  Maxcy,  eon  of  Lovt  Mwof ;  towjer  la  BUtlM0V%  Md.; 
lato  eoUcitor  of  the  Tnmuj  oC  tbo  Ufeltod  Stniii^  WMhlMgtoii 
(Hty. 

1807.  Lorenso  Diehop,  iOB  oC  leptonlih  BUbop;  horn  ▲■(.  10^  1716; 

etudent  of  law ;  died  In  Attloboroogh,  May  M.  1808y  aged  twoaljr- 

three. 
1809.  Rev.  Jacob  Ide,  AJf^  eon  oC  JMoh  Uo;  atalMMr  ta  Mfdwaj, 


Tyler;  iihiliter  at 


I 


1800.  Bev.  William  Tyler,  A.M.,  aoa  oT 

Weymouth,  and  at  Sooth  Hadley,  Uwm, 
1811.  Beqjamin  OotBeoa,  A.M.,  eoa  oT 

lawyer  at  Pawtucket;  reetded  at  Plwvtdoaoeb  BL  L 
1811.  Hartford  Sweet,  A.M.,  eoa  of  Qidooa  Sweet;  bon  Oet  SO,  1700; 

had  not  flniehed  etudyins  hit  pruftwloa ;  dkd  at  tba  SoQtb  la  18— b 
1817.  BTerett  Bolkoom,  eon  of  Jamb  Bolbeooi;  bom  Seytmber,  1790; 

lawyer,  Attleboroug)! ;  died  Dae.  18^  IStt,  aged  t««itj<oovea« 
1881 .  Rev.  Jamee  0.  Bam^,  eon  oC  — —  Barney,  of  PMivldo«ea»  B.  I.; 

minUter  at  Seekonk  Oentre^  Miw 
1881.  Bey.  Moeee  Thacher,  A.M.,  iua  of  ^  Tbaeber;  aUatalar  in 

North  Wrcntham,  MaM. 
1828.  Bey.  Preeton  Onmmlnfi^  aoa  oC  David  OnorailBgi;  ailaletar  la 

Dighton,  Mate. 
1888.  Bey.  Henry  H.  V.  Sweet,  aoa  of  Beuy  Swoot ;  bom  Xor.  1,1786; 

mluUter  in  Palmer,  Maa. ;  died  IMk  11^  ISA,  aged  thirty. 
1828.  B«f .  John  Wilder,  A.M.,  iua  oC  Joba  WUder;  atlatacar  In  Oharl- 
.  ton,  in  Concord,  Mace.;  rtentand. 

1823.  Bey.  Benoni  Allen,  eon  of—*  Alloa ;  pnaober  la  Ohio. 

1824.  Ira  Barrowa,  M.D.,  eoa  of  ^—  Darrowa;  pbyiMaa,  Fawtaeket, 


1886.  Hermon  Bourne,  MJ>.,eoBoCABdi«wBoamo;  pliyrioiaB,Boitoa, 

Maei. 
1826.  William  S.  Stanley,  MJ).,  aoa  of  TboMi  Btaaky;  phyrifllaa  la 

Mamaroneck,  N.  Y. ;  remored  to  Philadelphia. 
1826.  Samuel  T.  Wilder,  eon  of  John  Wilder;  tawyer,  Boebetter,  H.  T.; 

deceeeed. 
1826.  Jaaon  B.  Blackintoa,  A.M.,-aon  of  WtUlam  BhMklBtoa;  lawyer 

in  Holden,  Meat.,  and  in  Ohio. 
1826.  John  Daggett,  A.M.,  eon  of  Bboneaer  Daggett;  lawyer,  AtUo- 

borough. 
1838.  Bey.  Solomon  Carpenter  Peny. 

1837.  John  Sliepard  Ingraham. 

1838.  Bey.  Eiekiel  Oilman  BoUaaon,  D.D.,  LL.D.,  pcwldent  of  the  nai- 
veraity. 

1844.  Bev.  Bicharda  Coahman. 

1844.  laaao  Draper,  M.D. 

1847.  Jamea  Fletcher  BhMkintoa,  teaobor  la  Boeton,  Maaa. 

1849.  Thomea  Drew  BoUnaon,  lawyer. 

1861.  Bev.  Brainard  Waylaad  Barrowa,  D.D.,  tmatoe  of  the  nniverdty. 

1862.  George  Auguatua  Allen,  teaobor  In  Mlaeouri. 

1866.  Cbarlea  Pliel|<e,  M.D.,  Mew  York. 

1867.  William  Albert  White. 

1868.  Bev.  Comfort  Kdwin  Barrowa. 

1862.  Bev.  JooUh  Nelaon  Ouahing,  DJ).,  a  dlatlngolabod  aUarionary  hi 

Burmah. 
1861.  Frank  Herbert  Chrpenter. 
1864.  Henry  Clarke  Bowen. 
1864.  Seabury  Warren  Bowen,  M  J>. 
1868.  John  Mayhew  Daggett,  lawyer. 
1868.  George  Uoewell  Read,  lawyer. 
1870.  Bev.  Bugeoe  Kllle  Thomaa. 

1878.  Alvln  Gruver  Sauler,  educated  a  lawyer;  not  now  In  practice. 
1876.  David  Emory  Holman,  M  J). 
1876.  Edward  Otla  SUuley. 
1880.  Biobard  Bartlett  Eaten. 

1882.  John  Aognatiia  Sauford. 

1883.  Ira  Burrowa. 

There  are  Afly-eigbt  graduates  from  Brown  Uni- 
versity alone,  besides  many  at  other  colleges. 


BeT.  J.  N.  Oudhiiig,  D.D.,aoii  of  Alphew  Oinhing, 
a  natiTe  of  this  town  and  a  graduaie  of  Drown  Uni- 
vanlty  in  1868»  was  a  member,  and  ordained  here  a 
foreign  missionary  to  India,  and  oontinuee  in  the  ao- 
tiTO  and  snooessftil  duties  of  Ids  mission. 

There  liave  been  gradnates  from  this  town  at  aer- 
eral  of  the  other  New  England  ooiieges.  A  Aill  Ikt 
of  their  names  lias  not  been  obtained.  Among  them 
was  John  Harrows,  wlio  graduated  1706  at  Uanrard 
College ;  was  son  of  John  Banows.  He  married  his 
wife  in  Oambridge,  and  settled  as  a  schoolmaster  In 
Dighton,  ICass.,  where  he  died. 

At  Yale  College,  in  1748,  Naphtali  Daggett^  of 
whom  a  sketch  has  been  already  given.  In  1762, 
Philip  Daggett,  brother  of  the  last  named ;  was  bom 
Sept  11, 1789;  he  settled  and  died  in  New  Haven. 
Henry  Daggett,  who  graduated  at  Yale  College  in 
1771,  son  of  Elder  Elihu  Daggett,  was  born  April  9, 
1741 ;  settled  at  New  Haven,  where  he  was  at  first  a 
merchant,  subsec|iieiiUy  police  magistrate,  alderman 
of  the  city,  etc  He  died  Aug.  11,  1880.  In  1788 
graduated  the  Hon.  David  Daggett,  LL.D.,  the 
present  distinguished  and  learned  chief  Justice  of 
the  Supreme  Court  of  Connecticut.  He  was  for- 
merly a  senator  of  the  United  States,  and  has  been 
for  several  years  Professor  of  Law  in  Yale  College,  etc 

In  1761  graduated  Bev.  Pelatiah  Tingley,  A.M., 
son  of  Timothy  Tingley.  He  was  a  Baptist  preacher, 
and  was  settled  in  Sanford,  Me.  About  1780  he  be- 
came a  seceder  from  tlie  prevailing  sect  of  Baptista, 
and  was  the  first  minister  who  united  with  Elder 
Beiyamin  Bandall,  tlie  founder  of  the  new  sect^ 
usually  denominated  Arminian  or  Free-Will  Bap- 
tists, who  rejected  the  leading  doctrines  of  Cal- 
vinism.' 

Names  of  Several  Former  Physieians  In  Attle- 
borough. — Dr.  Joseph  Duggett,  of  Relioboth;  Dr. 
Joseph  Hewes,  Dr.  Abijah  Everett,  Dr.  Bezeliel 
Mann,  Dr.  Richard  Bowen,  of  Rehoboth ;  Dr. 
Joseph  Bacon,  Dr.  Comfort  Fuller,  son  of  Noah 
Fuller;  Dr.  Comfort  Capron,  surgeon  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary war;  Dr.  Thomas  Stanley,  Dr.  Phineas 
Savery. 

MisoeUaneous,  Topography,  Statistios,  ete.— 

This  town  was  incorporated  in  1G94.  It  derived 
its  name,  without  doubt,  from  the  town  of  Attlebor- 
ough.  In  Norfolk  County,  England,  whence  probably 
some  of  our  early  inhabitants  emigrated  to  America, 
and  settled  first  at  Hingham  or  Weymouth,  thence 
removed  to  Rehoboth,  and  afterwards  became  pur- 
chasers and  Hettlera  of  this  town,  and,  in  remem- 
brance of  their  native  place,  selected  this  name. 
This  origin  of  the  name  is  confirnied  by  the  circum- 
stance that  in  the  English  town  there  18  a  river  called 
Bungay,  of  about  the  same  size  as  the  one  of  the  same 
name  in  this  town. 


1  Sea  Benadicffe  lliat.  Baptiata*  Yol.  11.  410,  where  he  la  erroneooaly 
aaid  to  be  a  graduate  of  Bhude  laland  Oollege. 
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At  the  time  of  the  incorporation  it  contained  up- 
wards of  thirty  families,  which,  if  we  assumed  only 
six  as  the  number  in  each  family  (which  is  probably 
too  low  for  that  period),  would  make  180  inhabitants. 
In  1790  the  town  contained  2166  inhabitants;  in 
1800,  2480 ;  in  1810,  2716 ;  in  1820,  8055;  and  at  the 
last  censas,  in  1880,  8215,  exclusive  of  twelve  fami- 
lies, containing  about  fifty  persons,  which,  since  1820, 
have  been  set  off  to  Wrentham  by  the  establishment 
of  a  new  boundary  between  the  towns,  or  rather  by 
restoring  it  to  the  ancient  line.  It  has  already  ap- 
peared that  there  was  for  many  years  a  dispute  bo- 
tweeu  Massachusetts  and  Plymouth  respecting  the 
dividing  line  of  the  two  colonies.  It  was  a  straight 
line  from  Bound  Rock,  in  the  middle  of  Accord 
Pond,  on  the  line  between  the  towns  of  Scituate 
and  Cohasset,  to  a  point  on  the  Rhode  Island  bound- 
ary, "  three  English  miles  south  of  the  southernmost 
part  of  Cliarles  River."  The  commissioners  in  run- 
ning the  line  on  one  occasion  found  their  course  quite 
a  distance  south  of  the  true  line;  therefore,  they 
marked  a  great  white-oak-tree,  called  **  the  Angle 
Tree,"  and  there  changed  the  course  farther  north, 
and  thus  ran  to  the  intended  point.  This  was  not  a 
Mtraight  lino,  and  it  cut  off  a  large  quantity  of  land 
from  tlio  Old  Colony.  It  is  now  of  no  practical  con- 
sequence, but  only  a  matter  of  historicnl  curiosity. 
At  this  station  a  stone  monument  has  since  been  erec- 
ted by  authority  of  the  Legislature,  under  the  direc- 
tions of  Attleborough  and  Wrentham,  with  the  follow- 
ing inscription :  On  the  north  is  written  "  Massachu- 
setts Colony;''  on  the  south,  "Plymouth  Colony." 

"  This  Monument  by  order  of  Government  to  per- 
petuate the  place  on  which  the  late  Station  or  Angle 
Tree  formerly  stood.  Lemuel  Rossick,  f^.,  was  ap- 
pointed agent  to  cause  this  monument  to  be  erected. 
By  order  of  the  General  Court 

"The  selectmen  of  the  towns  of  Wrentham  and 
Attleborough  were  present,  viz.,  Elisha  May,  Eben- 
ezer  Tyler,  and  Caleb  Richardson,  Esqs.,  of  Attle- 
borongh ;  and  Samuel  Fisher,  John  Whiting,  Nathan 
Hawes,  Nathan  Comstock,  and  Nathaniel  Ware,  of 
Wrentham.  From  this  stone  the  line  is  east  twenty 
degrees  and  a  half  north  to  Accord  Pond. 

"  Done  at  Wrentham,  Nov.  29,  1790,  by  Samuel 
Fisher  A  Son." 

The  stone  is  fourteen  feet  in  height  and  two  feet  in 
width,  and  of  great  weight. 

The  whole  area  of  the  town,  according  to  a  survey 
ordered  by  the  Legislature,  is  twenty-nine  thousand 
acres;  by  valuation,  twenty-six  thousand.  When 
Attleborough  included  Cumberland  it  must  have 
contained  sixty  thousand  acres. 

Number  acres  of  woodland,  2158 ;  fresh  meadow, 
1767;  tillage  lands,  including  orchards,  1205;  pas- 
ture lands,  4708;  unimproved  and  unimprovable^ 
land,  12;740;  covered  with  water,  360  acres. 

I  llito  It  a  larf*  wtlnMlv,  donbtleai  mor«  ttiAn  truth  wUI  warrnnt. 
TkMv  to  rtffktly  b«t  tittie  tend  In  thli  town  which  to  alitolutelj  nnlm- 


Rivers. — They  are  worthy  of  notice  not  so  much 
for  their  size  as  for  the  valuable  water  privileges 
which  they  afford,  and  which  are  now  occupied  for 
manufacturing  purposes.  There  are  several  streams 
of  water  in  this  town,  the  principal  of  which  is  the 
Ten-Mile  River.  It  rises  in  the  southerly  part  of 
Wrentham,  on  the  farm  of  Mr.  John  Fuller,  and 
running  in  a  southerly  course  through  this  town  and 
through  Seekonk,  empties  into  Seekonk  Cove,  an  arm 
of  the  Narragansett  Its  length  in  this  town  is  thir- 
teen miles;  its  whole  length  is  about  twenty-five 
miles.    Its  average  width  is  two  rods  and  a  half. 

This  stream  \^  exceedingly  important  to  the  inter- 
ests of  the  town,  for  on  this  are  our  principal  manu- 
facturing establishments. 

There  is  another  stream  of  considerable  size  called 
the  Seven-Mile  River,  which  crosses  the  road  near 
New  ell's  Tavern,  and  bearing  a  southerly  direction 
unites  with  the  Ten-Mile  River  a  little  above  Kent's 
factory,  near  the  line  of  Pawtucket.  Its  length  is 
about  ten  miles. 

Another  small  stream,  called  Abbott's  Run,'  rises 
in  the  northeasterly  part  of  Cumberland,  and  cross- 
ing the  line  several  times  between  that  town  and  this, 
falls  into  the  Blackstone  River  just  below  the  Valley 
Falls. 

The  third  or  fourth  in  size  is  Bungay  (or  sometimes 
Bungee)  River,  which  has  its  source  in  the  northerly 
part  of  the  town,  near  Mansfield  line,  a  little  below 
the  Witch  Pond,  and  after  a  journey  of  about  five 
miles  over  an  unusually  level  bed,  falls  into  the  Ten- 
Mile  River  nearly  in  the  centre  of  the  town,  between 
the  Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  factories.  Originating 
in  a  number  of  springs,  it  is  an  unfailing  stream  at 
all  seasons  of  the  year.  This  pond  (as  it  is  called) 
is  an  extensive  quagmire,  including  about  fifteen 
acres,  only  a  small  part  of  which  is  covered  with 
water.  It  is  rather  singular  in  its  appearance,  and 
may  be  justly  considered  a  curiosity.  A  hard  bottom 
has  never  been  discovered  in  any  part  of  it.  In  some 
places  it  will  at  first  bear  the  weight  of  a  man,  but  if  he 
stands  for  a  time  he  will  gradually  sink  till  he  is  un- 
able to  extricate  himself. 

The  topography  of  the  town  contains  nothing  pe- 
culiar, and  it  is  therefore  needless  to  enlarge  upon  it, 
as  is  often  done  in  the  sketches  of  our  towns.  Suffice 
it  to  say  that,  in  this  respect,  it  is  similar  to  most  towns 
in  this  vicinity— that  its  surface  presents  the  usual 
diversity  of  hills  and  vales,  that  its  soil  embraces 
much  land  that  is  poor  and  considerable  that  is  good, 
and  that  its  natural  and  agricultural  products  are  the 
same  as  those  of  neighboring  towns. 


proTabl0  for  pnrpoMt  of  ftgrionUara,  for  tUtoge  or  grating.  There  to, 
however,  %  torge  qnanUtj  wbloh  to  not  notoallj  under  constant  cnlUra- 
tlon;  but  there  to  only  a  email  proportion  of  thto  which  to  not  ooeaeion- 
allj  cultivated. 

>  Said  to  have  derived  Ito  name  from  one  Abbott,  a  boj  who  waa 
drowned  there  in  the  early  eetUoment  of  the  place.  It  to  anppoeed  bj 
iome  that  the  Indian  name  of  thto  atream  waa  ITttiwpoonteay,  but  thto 
to  douUfVil  conjecture. 
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In  the  winter  and  spring  of  1816  thii  town  wat  ▼!■- 
ited  by  a  strange  and  the  most  fiital  sicknetB  erer 
known  in  these  parts.  It  extended  to  ierentl  other 
towns  adjoining,  but  did  not  prove  ao  fatal  aa  here. 
It  swept  off  in  the  short  space  of  ninety  days  about 
one  hundred  inhabitants,  a  large  proportion  of  them 
heads  of  families,  and  many  of  them  the  moat  nseAil 
and  respectable  citiaens  of  the  town.  It  waa  com- 
monly called  the  cold  plague.  It  generally  terminated 
in  a  few  days.  Very  few  who  were  attacked  with  it 
recovered.  No  disease  of  the  same  kind  haa  ever 
been  known  here  either  before  or  since  that  period. 

No  bills  of  mortality  have  been  regularly  kept  till 
recently,  and  the  average  age  of  the  inhabitants  in 
any  given  period  cannot  be  ascertained.  There  have 
been  several  instances  of  very  long  Uvea.  Deacon 
Elkanah  Wilmarth  died  at  the  age  of  ninety-nine 
years  and  seven  months.  Mary  Freeman,  relict  of 
John  Freeman,  died  March  4, 1762,  aged  about  one 
hundred  years. 

Widow  Surah  Olailin,  relict  of  Antipaa  Olaflin,  died 
in  September,  1777,  suppoaed  to  be  one  hundred  years 
and  six  months  old.  Oi4>t.  Samuel  Boblnaon  lived 
to  approach  very  near  the  age  of  one  hundred.  Zeph- 
aniah  Robinson  also  reached  a  velry  advanced  age. 

John  Shepard  (who  waa  a  native  of  Foxborough, 
where  be  lived  till  a  few  years  before  his  death)  died 
in  this  town  on  April  6, 1809,  at  the  extreme  age  of 
one  hundred  and  five  years  and  twenty-nine  days. 
He  retained  all  his  faculties  of  mind  and  body,  ex- 
cept his  eyesight,  to  the  last,  and  waa  Just  able  to 
walk,  with  a  little  assistance,  till  a  few  days  befbre 
his  death.^  He  lived  over  a  hundred  years  on  hia 
native  spot.  He  was  a  man  of  pious  character,  cheer- 
ful in  disposition,  jocose,  witty,  and  of  a  quick  under- 
standing. He  was  deprived  of  his  eyesight  on  a 
sudden  during  the  night,  and  was  not  himself  aware 
of  it  until  the  next  morning,  when  he  sought  in  vain 
for  the  light  of  day.  He  could  distinctly  recollect 
events  which  had  occurred  a  century  before. 

He  had  one  son  and  several  daughters.  Two  of  his 
daughters  lived  to  upwards  of  eighty  years,  and  an- 
other, Mrs.  Mary  Mann,  wife  of  Jason  Mann,  of  Wren- 
tham,  who  died  in  1828,  lived  to  the  age  of  ninety- 
seven  years.  She  retained  all  her  faculties  and  usual 
cheerfulness  and  vivacity  till  the  last  fifteen  years  of 
her  life.  She  abstained  almost  wholly  from  animal 
food,  and  never  was  in  the  habit  of  drinking  tea  or 
coffee,  and  wondered  how  people  could  relish  either. 
Her  most  common  food  was  milk.  She  adhered  to 
the  same  fashion  in  dress  during  life. 

The  original  title  to  the  North  Purchase,  as  already 
stated,  was  derived  from  Alexander,  the  son  of  Mas- 
sasoit,  and  the  elder  brother  of  the  celebrated  Philip, 
sachem  of  Pockanoket.   His  original  name  was  Moo- 


1  It  !■  of  him  that  the  woll-knowii  anecilote  ii  told,  that  ho  lived  in 
two  coaniiee  (Suffulk  and  Norfolk)  and  four  dlflereut  towna  (Doruhoater, 
BtonghtoOi  Wreutbam,  Fozborough),  and  jet  never  moved  during  that 
Ume  from  the  apot  where  he  waa  born. 


anam,  afterwards  Wamautta  or  Wamsitla,  and  finally 
Alexander  Pockanoket,  which  last  name  waa  be- 
atowed  upon  him,  and  that  of  Philip  npon  hia  brother, 
by  the  Plymonth  Ooart  on  occaaion  of  the  death  of 
their  fiuher,  Maaaaaoit.  It  appears  to  have  been  a 
cuatom  with  the  aboriginea  in  tlila  part  of  the  coun- 
try, at  leaat  with  tlieir  chiefi^  to  aasume  new  names 
on  the  decease  of  any  one  of  the  family  to  which 
they  belonged.  Thia  cuatom  may  perhapa  be  traced 
to  some  Eastern  origin,  aa  many  of  the  Indian  oere- 
moniea  have  already  been  by  historiana. 

On  a  viait  which  tlieae  two  sons  made  to  Plymouth, 
June  10, 1660,  during  a  session  of  the  court  which 
oommenced  June  6th,  their  English  namea,  by  which 
they  were  generally  known  to  ua,  were  bestowed  upon 
them. 

A  record  of  thia  ceremony  ia  preserved  on  Uie  Old 
Oolony  Book,  which  la  here  oopied.  Thia  record 
clearly  provea  that  Maasaaoit  (concerning  the  time  of 
whoso  death  there  haa  been  much  coiitro veny)  died 
a  abort  time  previous  to  June  10, 1660 : 

"June  10, 1660.  At  the  earneat  request  of  Wam- 
aitta,  desiring  that,  in  regard  hia  father  is  lately  de- 
ceased, and  he  being  desirous,  aeetmlmff  to  ike  nrsfow 
of  the  naHvee,  to  ehange  hie  name^  tliat  the  court  would 
confer  an  English  name  upon  him,  which  accordingly 
they  did,  and  therefore  oidered  that  for  the  ftiture  he 
shaJl  be  called  by  the  name  of  Alexander  Pockano- 
ket; and  deairing  the  aame  in  behalf  of  hia  brother, 
they  have  named  him  Phillip." 

Thia  ia  the  origin  of  his  modern  name ;  with  the 
honor  of  being  called  after  the  great  warriors  of  an- 
tiquity the  two  were  greatly  pleased. 

The  colonists,  during  this  friendly  intercourse  with 
the  two  sons  of  the  faithful  Maasasoit,  could  not  have 
anticipated  that,  in  the  course  of  a  few  years,  the 
younger  brother,  upon  whom  they  were  then  confer- 
ring the  name  of  an  ancient  conqueror,  and  who  pos- 
sessed all  the  natural  talent  and  ambition  of  his  great 
namesake,  though  not  his  power  or  good  fortune, 
would  soon  become  their  most  dangerous  enemy  and 
the  terror  of  all  New  England. 

It  appears  that  among  some  tribes  of  the  nativea 
the  custom  prevailod  of  changing  their  habitations  aa 
well  as  their  names  on  the  decease  of  a  member  of 
the  family.  I  have  learned  from  a  reliable  source 
the  following  instance :  On  a  part  of  the  farm  of  the 
late  Ebenezor  Daggett,  previous  to  its  occupation  by 
the  whites  and  for  some  years  after,  resided  several 
families  by  the  name  of  Read,  who  were  said  to  be  of 
a  mixed  race,  Indian  and  negro,  and  who  were  al- 
ways observed  to  change  the  location  of  their  huts 
on  the  death  of  any  one  of  their  number.  This  oc- 
curred several  times  within  the  observation  of  the 
early  settlers.  This  custom  they  probably  derived 
from  their  Indian  descent. 

The  survivors  who  lived  till  after  the  *'  East  liay 
road"  was  laid  out,  which  passed  near  their  dwell- 
ings, requested  that,  when  they  died,  they  might  be 
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buried  near  that  road,  with  their  heads  towards  it, 
**90  thai  they  conid  hear  the  newes  when  the  great  post- 
stoffe  poMfrd,** 

Theift  rcqiicflt  was  complied  with,  and  they  were 
buried  a  few  rods  from  the  route  where  the  old  road 
passed,  with  their  heads  in  that  direction.  The  place 
where  they  were  buried  is  still  pointed  out  in  a  small 
valley,  on  elevated  ground.  The  hillocks  over  their 
graven  (four  in  number)  were  distinctly  visible  within 
the  remembrance  of  the  author. 

The  postman's  horn  has  never  disturbed  their 
slumbers,  and  the  "  newes*'  of  the  great  post-stage, 
for  which  they  longed,  has  never  reached  their  ears. 
The  plowshare  of  the  husbandman  has  long  since 
'  leveled  the  mounds  that  covered  their  graves.  The 
postman's  stage  has  long  ago  disappeared,  and  his 
horn  has  ceased  its  echoes  over  these  hills  and  val- 
leya.  The  sleepers  still  wait  for  the  coming  of  the 
"  newes"  from  the  changed  scenes  around  them. 

The  circumstance  of  the  bestowmcnt  of  these 
namee  upon  these  brothers  is  mentioned  by  ancient 
historians,  but  not  the  occasion  of  it,  and  without 
fixing  ahy  precise  date.  They  have  usually  assigned 
a  date  several  years  earlier  as  the  period  of  Massa- 
aoit's  death  ;  but  modern  biographers  and  historians 
have  generally  supposed  it  several  years  later  than 
the  true  period.* 

In  many  of  the  ancient  towns  in  the  colonies  there 
were  occasionally  found  original  and  eccentric  char- 
acters, who  preferred  the  wilderness  to  the  more  cul- 
tivated parts  of  the  country.  Among  the  early  in- 
habitants in  this  town  was  one  Joseph  Chaplin,  who 
became  a  proprietor  and  a  large  landholder.  He  was 
of  respectable  descent.  He  came  here  from  Rowley, 
Mass.,  and  was  a  descendant  from  Rev.  Hugh  Chap- 
lin, who  came  over  in  1638,  and  lived  and  died  in  that 
town. 

He  was  a  man  of  peculiar  tastes  and  habits,  and 
eccentric  in  his  conduct.  He  laid  out  a  large  quan- 
tity of  land  (in  the  whole  about  seven  hundred  acres), 
including  the  meet  of  that  large  tract  of  land  called 
the  "Half- Way  Swamp/'  and  his  other  lands  were 
located  on  the  "  East  Bay  road"  and  vicinity.  His 
mania  seemed  to  be  the  acquisition  of  land,  but  he 
could  cultivate  only  a  small  portion  of  his  extensive 
poesessions,  and  could  derive  no  profits  from  the  rest. 
He  lived  alone  a  hermit's  life,  abjuring  all  society, 
especially  that  of  the  female  sex.  The  cause  of  this 
seclusion  is  not  positively  known,  but  tradition  says 
it  was  the  faithlessness  of  a  young  lady  to  whom  he 
was  attached  in  early  life.  Chaplin  was  not  morose, 
but  naturally  benevolent  and  kind.    He  planted  sov- 

I  B.  B.  TImtcliar,  In  hfai  **  Imlliin  Biography/'  lately  pabltalied,  maln- 
telM  thAt  MuMMolt't  dftiUi  muat  hure  occurred  aevenl  yean  rabso- 
i|aont  to  IMl.  lite  wonia  ere,  **Tli«lr  fMther  not  bolng  mentioned  m 
ImtI ng  attended  them  at  the  obeerTance  of  the  ceremony  (the  oonflrma- 
tlna  of  a  t^eaty,  etc.)  hai  probably  oecaaloned  the  raggeetion  of  hto 
death.  It  would  be  a  rafBolent  explanation  of  hia  abaence,  bowerer, 
thai  bo  wae  now  an  old  man,  and  that  the  dlatance  of  Sowama  fh>m 
Plyaootli  waa  more  than  forty  mitea.**  (Vol.  I.  chap.  vli.  p.  141.) 


eral  orchards,  and  raised  a  variety  of  fruits.  He  would 
permit  the  neighboring  women  to  come  and  partake 
the  abundant  fruits  of  his  orchards,  but  was  always 
careful  to  retire  out  of  sight  on  the  occasion,  and  so 
remained  till  they  were  gone.  He  kept  a  large  stock 
of  cattle,  built  his  own  house,  cooked  his  own  food, 
and  made  his  own  clothes.  His  only  companions 
were  a  number  of  large  cats,  who  lived  luxuriously 
on  his  abundant  stores.  His  name  is  found  on  several 
committees  relating  to  the  public  lands,  of  which  he 
was  a  shareholder.  He  died  about  1760  at  an  ad- 
vanced age.  His  property  was  divided  among  his 
heirs-at-law,  two  ncpliews  and  a  niece.  They  sold  his 
estate  here,  and  none  of  them  remained  in  town. 

In  the  most  ancient  burying-ground,  laid  out  by 
Woodcock,  and  where  the  first  interment  was  made 
the  last  of  April,  1676,  is  the  celebrated  epitaph  on 
Coesar.  He  was  given  by  his  mother,  while  he  was  an 
infant,  to  Lieut  Josiah  Maxcy.  When  the  latter 
died,  Ctcsar  came  into  the  hands  of  Levi  Maxcy. 
Being  a  waiter  in  the  public-house  so  long  kept  on 
the  site  of  the  "  Old  Garrison,"  and  which  in  those 
days  was  the  resort  of  many  travelers  on  that  route, 
he  was  "  known  to  all  the  region  round."  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church  at  North  Attleborough. 
Tradition  has  preserved  numerous  anecdotes  of  him. 
He  proved  through  a  long  life  a  remarkably  honest 
and  faithful  servant  in  the  family  where  he  lived.  He 
survived  his  first  master,  and  after  his  own  death,  Jan. 
15,  1780,  was  buried  in  the  same  yard.  A  decent 
stone  was  raised  over  his  grave  by  his  younger  master, 
Levi  Maxcy,  in  whose  care  he  was  left,  with  the  fol- 
lowing inscription,  which,  in  its  graphic  lines,  will 
long  preserve  the  memory  of  "Ciesar,  the  faithful 
Ethiopian" : 


iTMatof  I 


"  Here  lies  tbeTMat  of  alayea. 
Now  turning  Into  duat; 
Cfoaar,  the  Ethiopian,  craras 
A  place  among  the  Jnat. 

HIa  falthfbl  aoal  haa  fled 

To  realms  of  heavenly  light, 
And  by  the  blood  that  Jeans  abed 

la  changed  from  Bladt  to  WMt§, 

Jannary  IS  he  quitted  the  atage, 
In  the  T7th  year  of  hla  age. 

"1780." 

Many  of  the  people  of  this  town  have  emigrated  to 
other  parts  of  the  country.  Nearly  a  hundred  years 
ago  a  company  of  young  men  from  our  town,  called 
the  "Nine  Partners,"  went  into  the  wilderness  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  purchased  a  tract  of  land  in  Sus- 
quehanna Ck)unty;  a  number  of  families  from  this 
place  soon  followed,  and  thus  they  founded  the  town- 
ship of  Harford,  and  the  enterprise  and  the  honorable 
career  of  their  descendants  have  done  no  discredit  to 
the  town  of  their  nativity. 

Various  families  at  different  periods  removed  to 
Vermont,  New  Hampshire,  Ohio,  and  Western  New 
York,  and  some  ninety  years  ago  many  emigrated  to 


different  tonnn  in  MRinc,  and  Idd  the  roiiitdatloii  Tor 
aome  of  them. 

The  first  iDhabiLents  of  the  town  were  a  HulMtantial 
■nil  respectable  class  of  penons.  They 
tnoBt  of  ihe  settlers  of  the  uther  towns  in  the  Old  Col- 
ony, emigrants  from  Knglund,  seldom  nny  of  them 
from  Scotland  and  Wales.  They  w?re  the  right  men 
■nd  women  to  aubdue  and  cultivate  a  new  country, 
and  plant  the  civilization  of  their  native  Und  in  this 
wilderneas;  to  introduce  here  the  institutions,  polit- 
ical and  religious,  in  which  they  had  been  educated 
at  home.  Uuny  of  the  first  planters  hud  been  pre- 
viously living  ill  old  Reliobotli.  It  would  be  inter- 
esting to  dwell  longer  and  more  in  detail  on  the 
ancient  biiitory  of  tbe  town,  to  which  I  have  devoted 
the  moat  labor,  and  which  is  the  moat  valuable  to  the 
prescut  generation,  and  the  most  liable  to  perish 
unless  rescued  now,  but  that  tBsk  must  be  left  to 
another  occasion,  and  avoid  extending  this  article 
lieyond  the  limits  1  had  assigned  myself. 

At  the  time  our  forefathers  took  poaaeasion  of  the 
IKorth  Purchase  It  was  almost  destitute  of  population, 
there  being  only  a  small  plantation  of  Indians  at 
Sinnichitaconot,  near  the  north  line  of  Attleborough 
Qore,  now  Cumberland.  The  first  white  population 
were  mostly  engaged  in  agriculture,  with  only  the 
mechanic  arts  necessary  among  such  a  people.  There 
being  so  much  vacant  territory  within  reach  of  all 
emigrants,  the  population  of  the  town  at  fintt  increased 
<  alowly,  hut  since  manufactures  were  introduced  and 
their  kindred  arts,  with  the  inventive  genius  of  many 
of  its  citizens,  it  has  increased  rapidly  with  its  valu- 
ation and  amount  of  busioees.  But  few  towns  have 
a  more  interesting  early  history,  or  a  more  honorable 
list  of  useful,  learned,  and  distinguished  public  men, 
biographical  sketches  of  some  of  whom  have  been 
already  given  in  this  history. 


CHAPTER    XLV. 
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Public  Schools.— Among  tho  early  votes  of  the 
towns  in  Plymouth  Colony  we  always  find  the  record, 
"  The  meeting-house  shall  stand  in  the  midst  of  the 
town."  So  it  was  in  Rehohoth,  whoso  inhabitants 
two  hundred  years  ago  were  tho  lawful  owners  of 
Attlel)orougli  and  Cumberland,  and  whose  votes  fur- 
nished all  the  schooling  that  the  children  enjoye<l 
down  to  the  incor]>oration  of  the  town.  Our  ances- 
tors were  determined  to  lay  the  foundutiona  of  a  re- 
ligious commonwealth,  and  as  often  as  they  were  with- 
out a  pastor,  »o  often  they  "  voted  and  agreed  to  seek 


for  the  work  of  the  ministry,  sucli  an  one 
MS  may  he  satisfactory  to  tlie  generality." 

But  our  forefathers  were  no  less  earnest  to  found  an 
intelligent  commonwealth.  Whenever  lots  were  drawn 
for  H  divi»ion  of  land  among  the  proprietor*,  the 
schoolmaster,  as  well  a*  the  putttor  or  teacher,  had 
allotments  assigned  to  him.  Hardly  did  they  lix 
upon  the  territory  f»r  their  Jiabitatiuns  ure  they  began 
to  plant  a  college  for  the  tHlnuatiuii  of  their  aaaa. 
Keliuhoth  was  not  behind  other  lowna  in  this  respect, 
for  we  Riid  one  of  her  townsmen  was  instructed  ta 
write  to  the  young  gentleman  nt  Dorchester  "  U>  aig- 
nify  tohimthat  it  is  (be  town's  desire  tliat  he  would  ba 
pleasiid  to  come  U|)  and  teach  a  school."  Not  long 
after  tho  townsmen  acquainted  tlie  town  thai  tbqr 
bad  agreed  with  Mr.  I'^wurd  Howiinl  to  touch  school 
"  at  twenty  poundii  a  year  aiiit  hit  did,  hesitlca  wltat 
the  court  doth  ullow  in  that  case."  In  the  epring  of 
160D,  Thomoa  Rohinson  kept  a  reading  and  writing 
school,  it  is  inferred,  fur  boys  only,  since  in  December 
following  the  selectmen  agreed  with  Robert  Dicksoa 
to  keep  school  for  six  months, "  he  engaging  to  do  hia 
utmost  endeavor  to  teach  both  sexes  of  boys  and  girls 
to  read  English  and  write  and  cost  accounts.  In  con- 
sideration of  such  service  the  said  selectmen,  in  the 
town's  behalf,  do  engage  to  jiuy  him  thirteen  iiounda, 
one-half  in  silver  money,  and  the  other  half  in  good 
Merchanlabie  board  at  the  current  and  mcruhiintnbla 

Ten  years  afterwards  the  course  of  study  was  en- 
larged, since  we  find  the  record  that  "  the  scboolmaa- 
ter  agreed  to  instruct  in  reading,  writing,  gnaiiinar, 
and  arithmetic."  All  these  votes  were  in  accordance 
with  the  law  of  lG-17,  providing  for  the  tuxing  of  the 
people  of  the  towns  for  tbe  support  of  free  public 
schools,  to  which  every  child  might  have  access, — 
the  first  legislative  act  in  the  world  afiording  free 
public  instruction,  through  a  general  taxation  of  all 
the  people,  to  the  children  of  all  the  people. 

In  1744  it  was  made  imfwrative  on  towun  uontain- 
ing  one  hundred  families  or  more  Ui  support  u  teacher 
who,  in  addition  to  all  the  Bngliah  branches,  had  a 
competent  knowledge  of  the  Greek  and  Latin  lan- 
guages. This  was  the  origin  of  the  famous  graniniar 
school.  Relioboth  complied  with  the  law,  and  voted 
thirty  pounds  "  for  tbe  aphohUng  of  a  grammar  school 

Thus  far  the  history  of  our  public  schools  is  iulj- 
mutely  connected  with  the  ancient  town  once  em- 
bracing Attleliorough  in  its  limila.  The  Brat  record 
in  relation  to  schools  uftcr  the  incorporation  of  the 
town  is  March  2(1,  171G,  us  follows :  "  It  was  voted  and 
agreed  upon  tliat  Deacon  Daggett  should  be  school- 
niastor."  In  tho  same  year  it  is  also  recorded,  "  At  a 
town-meetingLawfully  warned  the  17th  of  December, 
171(i,  for  to  Consider  and  Resolve  what  they  will  do 
with  Respect  to  tho  Hircing  of  A  Scbool-niastur  and 
see  whether  they  accept  of  Mr.  Joslah  Jac<)ues  as 
Bchool-maatfir  on  any  of  tlioee  terms  Mr.  Freoinaa 
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has  agreed  for  him  the  said  Jacques,  it  was  voted  to 
hire  Mr.  Jacques  of  Mr.  Freeman  for  one  year  for 
a  School-master,  and  to  pay  Mr.  Freeman  twenty 
l>onnds,  in  current  money  of  this  province,  or  propor- 
tionably  for  less  time,  if  he  should  not  stay  so  long.'' 
As  the  Mr.  Freeman  here  referred  to  was  David  Free- 
man, who  lived  near  the  graveyard  at  Sduth  Attle- 
borough,  it  is  evident  that  the  school  was  kept  in  that 
section  of  the  town.  At  this  time,  and  for  nearly  one 
hundred  years  afterwards,  the  schools  of  Attleborough 
were  kept,  not  in  school -houses,  but  in  the  dwellings 
of  the  inhabitants. 

During  the  year  1717,  Thnnins  Cathcart,  of  Mar- 
tha's Vineyard,  served  the  town  as  schoolmaster  for 
thirty  |>ounds,  for  which  he  gave  his  receipt,  closing 
with  the  emphatic  words  of  the  time,  **  I  say  received 
by  me,  Thomas  Cathcarf  At  this  time  the  popula- 
tion of  Attleborough,  including  the  Gore,  as  Cum- 
berland, R.  I.,  was  then  termed,  did  not  exceed  five 
hundred,  and  only  one  school  was  kept.  The  records 
always  speak  of  it  as  the  school^  and  the  teacher  is 
invariably  called  the  sehool-mcuter, 

Dec.  6, 1818,  it  is  recorded,  "  The  meeting  then  held 
to  consider  what  may  be  done  respecting  the  school, 
to  see  where  the  town  will  place  it ;  whether  by  a 
committee  that  may  then  and  there  be  chosen  to 
manage  that  affair,  or  any  other  way  that  may  bo 
thought  proper.  The  Town  voted  and  agreed  that  ye 
school  should  be  kept  seven  months  in  one  quarter  of 
ye  Town  at  a  time,  and  that  Quarter  shall  have  power 
to  place  the  school  as  they  shall  think  most  proper 
and  convenient."  The  town  likewise  chose  a  com- 
mittee of  five  men  to  divide  the  town  into  four  quar- 
ters,— H.  Peck,  Ensigns  Whipple  and  Read,  John 
Ix>vell,  and  Samuel  Day.  This  committee  had  power 
to  order  which  quarter  should  begin,  and  which 
quarter  next  should  have  the  school,  till  all  have  had 
their  proportion,  viz.,  seven  months. 

There  is  no  record  that  this  committee  ever  re- 
ported, and  it  is  probable  that  no  considerable 
change  was  made  in  the  metho<l  of  public  instruc- 
tion until  the  year  1737,  when  the  town  was  divided 
into  four  districts.  Northwest,  Soutiiwest,  Northeast, 
and  Hontheast.  It  apiHsars  fr«>m  the  records  of  the 
orders  on  the  treasurer  that  George  Allen  was  the 
schoolmaster  during  the  years  1724,  '26,  '28,  and  '82, 
his  compensation  varying  from  thirty  to  fitly  pounds, 
licsides,  it  is  inferred  tliat  he  was  entitled  to  convey- 
ance to  the  scene  of  his  labors,  inasmuch  as  Mr.  Eb- 
enezer  Tiler  was  paid  several  times  for  "  horse  hire 
going  to  fetch  ye  schoolmaster."  He  had  likewise 
"his  diet,"  for  the  warrants  for  town-meetings  in 
those  days  frequently  called  upon  the  town  **  to  see 
if  they  will  do  anything  towards  boarding  the  school- 
master." What  branches  of  study  the  youth  pursued 
does  not  appear,  but  probably  reading,  writing,  and 
casting  accounts.  Some  years,  notably  in  1735-36, 
no  school  was  kept,  the  record  being,  "In  ye  firt»t 
place,  it  was  put  to  vote  to  see  whether  the  town  will 


hire  a  schoolmaster,  and  the  vote  passed  in  the  neg- 
ative." The  teadiers  at  this  time,  as  far  as  known, 
were  John  Gratrax,  Bdhjamin  Ide,  and  John  Rob- 
bins,  Jr.  The  latter  was  evidently  a  prominent  man 
in  his  generation,  as  he  held  the  office  of  town  clerk 
and  selectman  several  years. 

The  next  advance  in  education  in  Attleborough 
was  in  the  spring  of  1745.  This  was  the  year  follow- 
ing the  act  of  the  Legislature  authorizing  the  division 
of  towns  into  school  districts,  and  making  it  obliga- 
tory u)N)n  towns  to  provide  a  teacher  for  all  English 
branches  when  the  number  of  families  equaled  fifty, 
and  adding  Latin  and  Greek  when  the  number  of 
families  reached  one  hundred. 

The  record  says,  "At  a  town-meeting  lawfully 
warned  and  held  ye  14th  day  of  January,  1745, 
voted  to  choose  a  committee  to  divide  the  town 
into  five  parts  and  the  Gore  to  be  one  part.  Voted 
also  that  the  school  be  kept  in  two  places,  six 
months  each  in  each  part,  during  the  next  two  years 
and  six  months."  This  committee  made  the  di- 
vision and  named  the  houses  where  the  school 
should  be  kept.  This  was  the  first  step  towards 
the  district  system,  though  its  inception  was  still 
in  the  future.  By  this  plan  the  school  "  ambulated" 
from  quarter  to  quarter,  and  when  one  quarter  had 
had  its  six  months'  schooling,  three  months  in  each 
of  the  two  places,  it  waited  two  years  and  six  months 
before  its  turn  came  again  to  drink  at  the  fount  of 
knowledge. 

Besides  this  districting  the  town,  another  action 
occurred  at  the  same  time  indicating  that  the  cause 
of  education  received  a  new  impetus  from  some 
source.  The  record  says  the  warrant  contained  the 
following  article :  "  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  any 
money  to  be  expended  in  keeping  women  schools." 
That  so  important  an  innovation  might  have  due 
consideration,  the  article  was  laid  over  to  an  ad- 
journed meeting,  when  it  was  "  voted  to  raise  thirty 
pounds  old  tenor  money  to  encourage  ye  keeping  of 
women  schools." 

During  several  years  the  records  contain  but  little 
in  regard  to  the  subject  of  schools.  Some  years  ap- 
propriations for  their  support  were  not  apparently 
made.  The  usual  item  for  "diet"  disappears.  In 
1771  the  east  part  of  the  town  was  granted,  for  some 
unexplained  reason,  one  week's  additional  schooling. 
But  what  women  schools  were  taught,  and  with  what 
success,  we  are  left  in  the  dark. 

With  increasing  population  and  enlarged  areas  of 
occupied  territory,  increased  facilities  for  educational 
advantages  were  required.  In  November,  1771,  the 
town  voted  to  choose  a  committee  "to  divide  the 
town  into  twelve  parts,  and  appointed  the  places 
where  the  school  shall  be  kept"  This  committee 
attended  to  the  duty  assigned  them,  and  after  careful 
consideration  of  the  territory  and  the  wants  of  the 
people  they  decided  to  divide  the  town  into  thirteen 
parts.    They  performed  the  work,  and  submitted  a 
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report  to  that  effect  Oct.  14,  1771.  In  accordance 
with  the  committee's  recommendation,  the  voters, 
then  osaenibled,  rawinded  the  vole  to  divide  the  town 
into  twelve  pnrta,  und  then  agreed  and  voted  ib  divide 
Into  thirteen  parte,  naming  the  liouses  nherein  the 
•chnols  should  be  kept. 

The  school  maate re  of  the  time  were  men  not  un- 
known to  fume.  Promioent  among  tliem  was  Elisha 
Hay,  wlio  often  held  public  otfice,  both  civic  and 
BiiUtHry,  during  the  Revolution,  end  was  tiie  friend 
of  WasliingloD.  Hie  name  appears  as  schoolmaster 
aa  early  as  17G8,  The  term  dollari  appears  in  the 
town  records  for  the  first  time  In  connection  with  the 
payment  of  his  salary,  but  at  the  name  time  the 
amount  received  is  stated  in  pounds,  shilliugs,  and 
pence. 

In  17Q9,  Kphraim  Starkweather  kept  tlie  gnimmur 
•cbool  one  year.  Ue  was  a  native  of  Rcliobotli, 
where  he  did  duty  on  the  Committee  of  Correspond- 
ence in  tlie  early  days  of  the  Kevotution.  He  served 
two  years— 1775  and  1778— aa  representative  to  the 
General  Court,  and  was  three  years  senator  from 
that  town. 

In  1776  the  record  is,  "  Voted  to  divide  the  school 
money,  that  each  one  may  have  Lis  equal  part.  Voted 
that  no  peition  shall  send  out  of  Lis  own  quarter. 
Voted  that  any  quarter  that  neglects  to  improve  Am 
money  within  the  year  shall  lose  it.  Voted  that  each 
quarter  sball  draw  one- thirteenth  of  the  money  raised 
for  schooling."  But  what  sum  of  money  was  raised 
for  that  purpose  does  not  clearly  appear. 

For  ten  years  the  division  of  the  town  into  thirteen 
parts  was  accepted  with  but  little  diHsent,  then 
agitation  commenced.  The  old  thirteen  districts  lost 
prestige  with  the  close  of  the  llevolution,  and  in 
1787  the  town  "  voted  to  make  tieenli/  quarters."  Be- 
fore this  action  was  put  into  practice,  and  at  the  next 
tOWU-meelLiig,  it  was  "voted  and  agreed  tu  let  the 
quarters  stand  as  they  be,  and  the  money  shall  be  di- 
vided among  the  quarters  according  to  llie  number  of 
children  in  said  town  from  four  to  sixteen  years  old." 
This  is  the  lirst  time  that  school  money  was  appor- 
tioned according  to  the  number  of  pupils  in  a  dia- 
trict,— a  method  of  division  which  obtained  ivitli 
some  interruptions  and  various  modiBcatlons  until 
the  abolition  of  the  district  system. 

Tlie  question  of  increasing  the  number  of  quarters, 
as  tliey  were  persistently  culled,  did  not  res.t,  and  in 
1789  the  town  was  divided  into  twenty  quarters.  This 
arrangement  continued  until  lliU8,  when  the  town 
chose  a  committee  and  "  dktricUd,"  according  to  a. 
late  law  of  the  commonwealth,  into  eighteen  districts. 
The  "metes  and  bounds"  are  accurately  entered  in 
the  records  in  the  words  and  over  the  signatures  of 
the  committee. 

The  records  give  no  clue  to  the  time  when  school- 
bouses  were  erected,  or  of  llie  erection  of  any  pro- 
vlous  to  1804.  The  town  then  voted  uutborily  to  the 
quarters  to  raise  money  to  build  houses,  to  select  "  u 


spot  where  to  build,"  and  "  to  act  upon  any  < 
mutter  that  may  be  deemed  beneficial  tusaid  dia 
and  not  coutrary  to  law." 

This  authority  seems  to  have  been  first  einp 
by  the  Old  Town  district.  The  district  at  the 
soon  after  took  steps  to  erect  a  house  by  a  wa 
over  the  signatures  of  the  selectmen,  and  aftet 
most  of  the  qtiurters  received  at  different  times 
lar  dispensationa  at  the  bands  of  the  town  ful 
The  town  annually  elected  prudential  cojumlttet 
the  districts,  who  received  and  disbursed  the  si 
money,  and  previously  to  1827  contracted  unci 
tionally  with  teachers.  At  this  time  committees 
chosen  by  the  town,  sometimes  one  person  from 
district  und  at  other  times  two  persons,  '*  to  view 
inspect  the  schnols."  But  their  actions  and  re 
have  not  been  liundod  down  lu  tliis  gonerallun. 

In  1804,  for  the  first  time,  a  committee  was  c) 
to  select  and  recommend  a  uniform  list  of  tci:t-t 
for  ail  the  schools.  Thiscommittee  consisted  of 
John  Wilder,  Rev.  Nathau  Uolnian,  Rev.  J 
Read,  Ebeneier  Bacon,  John  Richurdion,  Jr. 
William  Blending,  Joel  Read,  Elijah  Ingraham 
Peter  Thacher.  This  supervisory  committee  wa 
elected,  with  some  reaigjiutiuiis  and  changes,  iv 
three  times. 

The  appropriations  for  "tuition  and  sclioo 
after  the  Revolution  for  forty  years  were  mud 
capita,  the  children  from  four  u>  sixteen  years  o 
being  numbered  usually  the  1st  of  November. 
sum  voted  and  allowed  increased  from  fifty-eight 
to  each  child  in  1708  toseveuty-TivecenUin  1801 
one  dollar  in  1807,  at  which  sum  it  continued 
1820.  The  several  districts  rocoivod  uu  uinou 
money  determined  by  the  number  of  seboUira  i 
district,  except  in  18ir>,  when  one-half  wiui  di' 
equally  among  the  eighteen  districts  and  the  1 
half  distributed  by  the  scholars.  But  how  1 
money  was  raised  or  the  number  of  weeks'  scbo 
it  furnished  is  not  made  evident  by  the  town  reu 

Since  18^7  the  history  of  the  public  schools  is 
ten  in  the  reports  of  the  several  su|>erin lending 
mitteea  the  town  has  annually  elected.  Thedi 
would  fill  several  pages.  The  gradual  increase  c 
appropriations  for  eilucationul  purposes  froin 
dollar  per  scholar  to  eiglit  dollars,  the  crocti< 
school-liouses,  the  interest  or  Inck  of  interest  ii 
cause,  the  increase  of  the  number  of  scholars 
six  hundred  to  more  tbiiii  two  thousand,  are 
known  to  every  citixen.  The  pertlniLcious  udhei 
to  the  district  system  established  in  1789,  and  co 
ued  modified  and  perfected  during  seventy  yean,! 
outliving  its  uscfulucss,  it  was  abolished  by  the  I 
at  the  commencement  of  the  year  1883,  und  the  < 
withdrawal  of  pupils  from  the  grammar  and  evej 
intermediate  schools,  to  the  niunifMt  injury  ol 
child,  are  ci|ually  well  known. 

The  establishment  of  two  high  schools,  one  a 
tleboroufh  and  one  at  North  Attleborough,  in 
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1867,  was  the  most  marked  advance  in  this  period  of 
the  town's  school  history.  These  schools  furnish  all 
who  wish  and  are  qualified  to  enjoy  their  advantages 
thoroug^h  instruction  in  the  higher  branches  of  learn- 
ing, according  to  the  laws  of  the  commonwealth. 
During  the  fifteen  years  of  their  existence  they  have 
continued  the  even  tenor  of  their  way,  not  always 
with  full  ranks,  but  with  steady  beneficial  influence. 
The  East  School  has  had  during  this  time  four  prin- 
cipals,—Calvin  G.  Hill,  William  Wilkins,  A.  F.  Wood, 
and  J.  Osmond  Tiffany,  and  is  now  in  a  prosperous 
condition.  Its  average  membership  has  been  about 
forty-five.  The  assistant  teachers  have  been  Mrs.  0. 
G.  Hill,  Misses  Tonks,  Kelton,  Sheffield,  Hawes,  and 
Helen  W.  Metcalf,  the  present  efficient  teacher. 

The  North  High  School  has  had  two  principals, — 
Burrill  Porter,  Jr.,  from  May,  1867,  to  July,  1879; 
and  Henry  M.  Maxson,  from  1879  to  the  present 
time.  There  have  been  six  assistants,— Misw  Lucy  L. 
Holden,  Mrs.  Sarah  Austin,  Mary  I.  Ilinkley  (now 
Mrs.  E.  A.  Hall),  Elizabeth  K.  Goss  (now  Mrs. 
Albert  Do<lge,  of  Minneapolis,  Minn.),  and  Miss 
Agnes  Peirce.  Its  average  membership  has  been 
fifty  pupils,  and  its  graduates,  numbering  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty,  are  among  the  best  scholars  in 
town. 

The  appropriations  for  the  support  of  schools  have 
increased  from  eight  thousand  dollars  in  18G7  to 
t%venty-four  thousand  in  1883.  The  State  has  abol- 
ished the  school  districts.  The  town  erected  two 
new  high  school  buildings  in  1881  and  1882  at  a  cost 
of  thirty -one  thousand  dollars.  The  town  has  taken 
possession  of  the  property  of  the  former  districts, 
which,  exclusive  of  high  school  buildings,  is  valued 
at  one  hundred  thousand  dollars.  A  superintendent 
of  public  instruction  has  been  chosen,  and  the  schools 
are  in  a  fair  way  to  enter  ui)on  a  new  career  of  pros- 
perity. 

The  present  superintending  committee  are  Samuel 
P.  I^throp,  chairman ;  Charles  E.  Bliss,  secretary ; 
Henry  Rice,  George  A.  Adams,  Rev.  John  White- 
hill,  and  Rev.  George  E.  Osgood;  Superintendent, 
Frnncis  K.  Burnett 

In  closing  this  monograph  of  the  public  schools  of 
Attlcbomugh,  I  would  not  forget  to  record  that  some 
of  the  old  school  districts  have  funds  whose  income  is 
applied  to  prolonging  and  otherwise  benefiting  the 
schools.  The  school  recently  known  as  District  No.  8 
receives  annually  the  interest  of  seven  hundred  dol- 
lars, devised  nearly  fifty  years  ago  by  a  Mr.  Richards. 
He  was  born  in  Marseilles,  France,  came  to  this  coun- 
try, and  settled  in  South  Attleborough,  where  he  kept 
a  store  for  nearly  a  century.  He  w&s  never  married, 
and  this  property  was  given  to  the  district,  provided 
it  should  not  be  called  for  within  six  years  by  a 
nephew,  supposed  to  be  living  in  France.  In  senti- 
ment he*  was  a  deist.  His  will,  dictated  by  himself, 
disavows  a  belief  in  the  divinity  of  Christ  and  the 
Christian  religion.    He  declared  also  a  disbelief  in 


Mahomet,  and  asserted  a  reliance  in  the  only  living 
and  true  God,  to  whom  he  commended  his  spirit. 
He  was  warmly  attached  to  republican  democracy, 
and  of  choleric  temperament,  and  quite  eccentric. 

The  school  in  the  Holmes  neighborhood  has  the 
income  of  twelve  hundred  dollars. 

In  1848,  Mr.  Abiather  Richardson  died,  conferring 
a  legacy  of  eleven  thousand  dollars  upon  the  ten  dis- 
tricts in  the  East  parish.  His  will  requires  real  estate 
security  for  the  invested  fund,  and  provides  for  a  trien- 
nial election  of  twelve  trustees,  in  whom  the  manage- 
ment of  the  fund  and  the  distribution  of  its  income  are 
vested.  By  careful  management  the  legacy  has  been 
considerably  increased,  and  its  income  materially  pro- 
longs the  schools.  His  gravestone  bears  the  inscrip- 
tion, "  His  legacy  to  common  schools 'is  his  best  epi- 
taph and  most  enduring  monument." 

Thus  the  record  shows  that  true  progress  has  been 

made  along  the  years  whose  flight  has  brought  us 

hither,  and  it  may  still  continue  to  be  made  provided 

we  observe  the  Baconian  apothegm  and  **  make  haste 

slowly.'* 

'^Palniam  qui  meruU /erai" 

Industries  — The  means  and  energies  of  the  first 
settlers  were  devoted  to  clearing  up  their  farms.  In 
the  wilderness  which  then  covered  the  territory  of 
Attleborough,  our  fathers  had  neither  time  nor  need 
in  their  simple  living  to  turn  themselves  to  manufac- 
tures. Only  the  arts  necessary  to  living  and  farming 
got  a  footing  in  town  until  near  the  close  of  the  last 
century.  At  that  time  new  industries  commenced 
which  have  had  an  important  influence  upon  the 
character  and  prosperity  of  the  town. 

While  the  war  of  the  Revolution  was  still  in  prog- 
ress, and  its  results  not  foreseen  except  in  the  faith 
of  the  patriots  who  carried  it  on,  the  manufacture  of 
jewelry  was  begun  by  a  simple  Frenchman  in  the 
year  1780.  This  pioneer  in  the  business  was  known 
as  "  the  foreigner,'* — perhaps  he  was  the  only  alien  in 
town  at  that  early  period, — and  his  name  cannot  now 
be  ascertained. 

From  this  humble  origin  the  manufacture  of  jew- 
elry has  received  yearly  more  and  more  attention, 
until  now,  in  1883,  Attleborough  is  one  of  the  chief 
places  where  this  industry  flourishes. 

Although  a  hundred  years  have  passed  since  the 
commencement  of  making  jewelry,  yet  as  its  most 
rapid  strides  have  been  made  during  the  last  twenty- 
five  years,  or  more  accurately  during  the  last  decade, 
antiquity,  never  at  peace  with  growth,  has  not  yet 
incrusted  anything  connected  with  it.  Its  success 
has  been  reached  not  by  the  aid  of  united  capital 
under  the  corporate  system,  but  by  the  organizing 
ability  and  most  intelligent  personal  direction  of  in- 
dividual enterprise.  The  industry  has  grown  by  a 
process  of  evolution  from  the  handicraft  of  the  shop 
until  it  has  become  a  rare  combination  of  mechanism 
and  manual  skill  and  dexterity.  Human  ingenuity 
is  taxed  to  its  utmost  to  devise  new  lines  of  novelties 
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and  new  styles  of  staple  goods,  and  the  most  cun- 
ningly-devised machinery  is  employed  in  their  pro- 
duction. Hence  the  well-paid  masters  of  this  art 
have  always  displayed  a  marked  intellectual  activity, 
which  exerts  a  beneficial  influence  upon  the  history 
of  the  town,  a  result  which  always  accompanies  well- 
remunerated  labor  and  the  better  conditions  of  life. 

Progress  has  not  always  been  made  with  equal  step, 
but  it  has  always  brought  large  returns.  Intelligent 
judges  have  estimated  the  value  of  the  product  during 
the  year  1882  at  nearly  ten  millions  of  dollars.  Cer- 
tain it  is  that  during  the  past  five  years  this  industry 
has  made  an  unusual  stride.  During  this  time  the 
number  of  firms  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  jew- 
elry in  some  of  its  numerous  branches  has  doubled, 
and  the  value  of  the  products  has  increased  in  still 
greater  ratio.  The  goods  produced  find  a  ready 
market  all  over  the  country  and  across  the  Atlantic. 
Whatever  the  varying  demands  of  the  market  may 
be,  whether  for  solid  gold  work  or  for  that  class  in 
which  ^'all  is  gold  that  you  see,"  they  are  here 
speedily  met. 

H.  F.  Barrows  &  Co.  is  one  of  the  oldest  firm- 
names  now  engaged  in  the  jewelry  business  in  Attle- 
borough.  Mr.  H.  F.  Barrows,  the  senior  member  of 
the  firm,  began  business  in  1858  in  the  old  shop  south 
of  the  braid-mill,  Attleborough  Falls.  The  next  year 
he  associated  with  him  James  H.  Sturdy,  under  the 
style  of  Barrows  &  Sturdy.  They  moved  to  the  Rich- 
ards manufactory.  North  Attleborough,  in  1856,  and 
in  1857,  Mr.  Sturdy  withdrew,  and  L.  A.  Barrows  and 
£.  S.  Richards  associated  themselves  with  H.  F.  Bar- 
rows, under  the  name  of  H.  F.  Barrows  &  Co.  The 
members  now  are  H.  F.  Barrows  and  H.  F.  Barrows, 
Jr.  For  the  last  twenty-one  years  they  have  occupied 
their  present  factory  on  Broad  Street.  He  was  one 
of  the  first  manufacturers  of  rolled-plate  jewelry  in 
this  section  of  the  town,  and  continues  to  make  the 
finest  goods  of  this  class,  of  all  varieties  and  patterns, 
which  the  market  demands.  They  employ  an  average 
of  one  hundred  and  fifty  hands,  with  a  yearly  pay- 
roll of  seventy-five  thousand  dollars.  New  York 
office,  177  Broadway. 

F.  G.  Whitney  &  Co.  b^an  business  in  1849, 
when  F.  G.  Whitney  and  E.  W.  Davenport  formed  a 
partnership  to  manufacture  jewelry  in  the  building 
which  now  stands  on  East  Street.  In  1852  they  built 
and  used  for  a  shop  the  building  now  occupied  by 
John  Stanley  &  Son  for  a  carriage-shop.  Mr.  Whit- 
ney, after  several  changes  in  the  firm,  moved,  July, 
1856,  to  E.  I.  Richards  &  Co.'s  factory,  where  he  did 
a  successful  business,  often  employing  from  one  to  two 
hundred  operatives.  In  1876  he  built  the  brick  fac- 
tory on  Chestnut  Street,  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  in 
length  by  thirty-five  feet  in  width,  and  three  stories  in 
height,  recently  destroyed  by  fire,  but  now  rebuilding. 
The  old  firm  manufactured  fancy  brass-work,  novel- 
ties, specialties,  and  fancy  goods,  which  the  market  in 
its  varying  needs  calls  for.     The  same  business  is  now 


conducted  by  his  sons,  (>eorge  B.  Whitney  and  Edwin 
F.  Whitney,  under  the  firm-name  of  F.  Q.  Whitney 
&  Co.  They  are  manufacturing  successAilly  a  large 
lino  of  goods  for  the  domestic  and  foreign  markets. 

The  firm  of  Ira  Richards  &  Co.  will  long  be 
memorable  in  the  history  of  the  jewelry  industry  in 
Attleborough.  In  1833,  H.  M.  and  E.  Ira  Richards 
formed  a  copartnership.  In  1834,  Ira  Richards,  then 
a  member  of  the  firm  of  Draper,  Tifil  &  Co.,  with- 
drew from  that  firm  and  entered  into  partnership 
with  his  son  and  cousin  as  Ira  Richards  &  Co.  The 
new  firm  began  well.  It  invested  two  thousand  dol- 
lars, ran  twentj^  weeks,  and  cleared  twenty  thousand 
dollars.  Then,  Dec.  14, 1836,  H.  M.  Richards  with- 
drew, and  George  Morse  and  Virgil  Draper  were  re- 
ceived as  partners.  In  1841  both  of  the  last-named 
gentlemen  in  their  turn  withdrew,  and  Abiel  Cod- 
ding, Jr.,  the  skillful  foreman  of  the  factory,  was 
admitted  to  one-third  interest  in  the  business.  Ira 
Richards  died  in  1845,  and  Josiah  D.  Richards  re- 
ceived a  one-third  interest  in  his  father's  place.  E. 
Ira  Richards,  Abial  Codding,  Jr.,  and  Josiah  D.  Rich- 
ards, with  equal  interests,  under  the  firm-name  of  Ira 
Richards  &  Co.,  carried  on  business  together  with 
remarkable  success  for  thirty  years,  until  the  firm  ac- 
quired a  national  reputation.  The  number  of  their 
employes  averaged  for  many  years  from  two  hundred 
to  two  hundred  and  twenty-five.  The  variety,  quan- 
tity, and  excellence  of  their  goods  has  never  been 
surpassed  by  any  firm  in  town. 

F.  B.  Richards  &  Co.  manufacture  jewelry  in  the 
new  factory  building  of  E.  Ira  Richards,  occupyiug 
the  entire  second  fioor.  They  make  the  first  quality 
of  rolled-gold  plated  goods,  in  bracelets,  bangles,  sets, 
and  novelties,  to  meet  the  comprehensive  demands  of 
the  trade.  They  employ  one  hundred  and  forty  hands, 
with  a  yearly  pay-roll  of  sixty-five  thousand  dollars. 
The  firm-name  in  New  York  is  E.  Ira  Richards  A  Co. 
They  are  the  successors  of  the  well-known  firm  of  Ira 
Richards  &  Co.,  the  members  of  the  firm  being  E.  Im 
Richards,  F.  B.  Richards,  and  E.  Ira  Richards,  Jr. 

The  firm  of  Stephen  Richardson  i^  Co.  dates  back 
to  the  year  1887,  when  Stephen  Richardson  and 
Abial  Codding  manufactured  jewelry  on  the  south 
side  of  Ehn  Street,  near  the  Ten-Mile  River.  Here 
they  employed  ten  hands.  In  1840  went  into  the 
factory  of  Calvin  Richards,  near  the  present  residence 
of  Abial  Codding.  Here  the  number  of  workmen  was 
doubled.  Moved  thence  to  the  factory  of  Draper, 
Liflft  &  Co.,  near  Barden's  store.  At  this  time  David 
Capron,  who  had  been  in  company  with  Mr.  Rich- 
ardson, retired,  and  Samuel  R.  Miller  was  admitted  as 
Richardson  &  Miller.  At  this  time  the  goods  were 
sold  at  Western  hotels  until  Miller  opened  an  ofllce 
in  Maiden  Lane,  New  York,  but  in  1856  he  withdrew 
from  the  firm.  Stephen  Richardson  continueil  alone 
until  1859,  when  his  sou,  Clarence  H.  Richardson,  be- 
came his  partner,  and  the  ollice  was  removed  to  177 
Broadway,   New    York,    where   it  remained    twenty 
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je^n.  The  firm  was  now  styled  Sephen  Richardson 
h  Go.  Their  factory  was  owned  by  Stephen  Richard- 
son, on  East  Street  The  building  was  burned  in 
Auii^ist,  1870,  and  immediately  rebuilt.  Stephen 
Richardson  died  in  1877,  and  his  son  continues  the 
business.  During  the  last  twenty  years  they  have 
manufactured  a  large  variety  of  goods,  chains,  and 
novelties, — ^gold,  silver,  copper,  or  brass, — ^anything 
the  market  calls  for.  They  are  the  only  firm  that 
ever  shipped  goods  to  Japan,  and  were  the  first  to 
o|>en  an  export  trade  in  jewelry  with  Europe. 

F.  8.  Draper  was  in  company  with  Draper,  Tifil  & 
Go.  six  years  before  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  the 
other  members  of  the  firm  being  his  father,  Joeiah 
Draper,  John  Lifll,  and  George  Horr.  George 
Horr  died,  and  Joseph  Bacon  became  a  member  of 
the  firm,  which  was  now  styled  Draper,  Tifil&  Bacon. 
In  1862,  Mr.  F.  S.  Draper  sold  his  interest  to  the  rest 
of  tlie  firm  and  entered  the  army.  Returning  from 
the  war  in  1865,  in  connection  with  F.  S.  Bailey  and 
F.  G.  Pate,  he  organized  the  firm  of  Draper,  Pste  & 
Bailey,  carrying  on  business  first  in  E.  Ira  Richards' 
manufactory,  and  then  in  the  stone  building  of  the 
Whiting  Manufacturing  Company.  In  1876,  Mr. 
Pate  withdrew,  and  two  years  later  Mr.  Draper  bought 
ont  F.  8.  Bailey's  interest,  and  continued  the  business. 
The  original  firm  was  located  in  Plain ville,  and  em- 
p1oye<1  one  hundred  and  filly  hands  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  fine  gold  jewelry.  Draper,  Pale  &  Bailey 
increased  from  twenty-five  to  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  hands  in  two  years,  and  did  a  most  successful 
business.  F.  S.  Draper  now  employs  sixty-five  hands, 
with  an  annual  pay-roll  of  fifty-five  thousand  dollars, 
in  the  manufacture  of  plated  charms  and  fire-gilt 
chuins. 

Theron  Ide  Smith,  son  of  Stephen  and  Mercy  S. 
(Ide)  Smith,  was  born  in  the  south  part  of  Attle- 
borough,  April  9, 1886. 

Stephen  Smith  was  born  in  Mansfield,  Mass.,  in 
January,  1796.  He  married,  first,  Ruth  Hodges,  by 
whom  he  had  one  son,  Stephen  N. ;  second,  Mercy  S., 
daughter  of  Nathaniel  Ide,  who  married  Hannah 
Daggett,  daughter  of  Col.  John  Daggett,  an  officer  in 
the  American  Revolution.  Mercy  was  named  afler 
Mercy  Shepard,  wife  of  the  aforesaid  Col.  John  Dag- 
gett, and  daughter  of  John  Shepard  "  the  ancient," 
who  lived  to  the  great  age  of  one  hundred  and  five. 
(Of  this  John  Shepard,  we  extract  from  John  Dag- 
geU's  "Sketch  of  the  History  of  Attleborongh,"  1884, 
the  following:  "John  Shepard,  who  was  a  native  of 
Foxborough,  where  he  lived  until  a  few  years  before 
his  death,  died  in  this  town  in  18Q9,  aged  one  hun- 
dred and  five  years.  He  retained  all  his  faculties  of 
mind  and  body,  except  his  eyesight,  to  the  last,  and 
was  able  to  walk,  with  a  little  assistance,  till  a  few 
days  before  his  death.  He  lived  over  one  hundred 
years  on* his  native  spot,  and  during  this  time  lived 
in  two  counties  and  four  difierent  towns.  He  was  a 
man  of  pious  character,  cheerful  in  disposition,  jocose, 
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witty,  and  of  a  quick  undertanding.  He  was  depriv;ed 
of  his  eyesight  on  a  sudden  during  the  night,  and  was 
not  himself  aware  of  it  until  the  next  morning,  when 
he  sought  in  vain  for  the  light  of  day.  He  had  one 
son  and  several  daughters,  two  of  whom  lived  to  be 
over  eighty  years  old,  another,  Mrs.  Mary  Mann,  of 
Wrentham,  died  in  1828,  aged  ninety-seven.'') 

Stephen  Smith  was  a  farmer,  purchased  the  old 
Joel  Read  farm  of  eighty  acres,  in  Attleborough,  and 
resided  there  during  life.  He  took  quite  an  interest  in 
town  and  county  aflairs.  He  was  a  Free-Soiler  when 
but  three  or  four  in  the  town  advocated  those  prin- 
ciples. He  was  strict  in  his  religious  belief,  Calvinist 
Baptist,  and  a  prudent,  temperate,  reserved  man,  of 
few  words,  honest  in  his  dealings,  and  of  sterling  in- 
tegrity. From  the  small  farm  of  six  or  seven  hundred 
dollars  his  thrift  accumulated  a  fine  property,  valued 
at  his  death  at  six  thousand  dollars.  He  had  by  his 
wife,  Mercy,  Ruth  A.  (deceased),  Maria  (deceased), 
Josephine  (Mrs.  Willjam  Gooding,  deceased)',  Han- 
nah D.  (married  George  Crawford,  of  Pawtucket,  and 
died,  leaving  one  son,  Eugene  A.,  who  is  now  clerk 
for  Mr.  Smith),  Elisa  E.  (married  (1)  John  Shurtleff, 
(2)  George  F.  Crowninshield,  and  died,  leaving  two 
children),  and  Tkeron  Ide, 

Theron  had  the  common  school  advantages  of  a 
farmer's  boy,  working  on  the  farm  until  he  was  eigh- 
teen, when,  feeling  that  there  was  a  more  congenial 
and  profitable  life  for  him  than  agriculture,  he  came 
to  North  Attleborough  and  entered  the  employ  of 
Ira  Richards  &  Co.  as  an  apprentice  to  the  jewelry 
trade.  After  remaining  one  year  business  became 
dull,  and  be  only  worked  eight  hours  a  day  at  six 
cents  an  hour.  He  then  went  to  work  for  J.  T.  Bacon 
&  Co.,  Plainville, "  chasing"  jewelry  at  one  dollar  per 
day,  which  price  was  soon  voluntarily  raised  by  his . 
employers  to  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents.  Re- 
maining here  six  months,  by  illness  he  was  compelled 
to  stop  work  for  several  months  and  entirely  quit 
"chasing."  Jlis  next  employment  was  work  at  the 
bench  for  Barrows  &  Sturdy,  where  he  remained  until 
his  marriage,  May  16, 1856,  to  Emily  C,  daughter  of 
Abiel  and  Chloe  (Daggett)  Godding.^  She  was  bom 
Feb.  4, 1839. 

In  June  he  commenced  work  for  Merritt  A  Draper, 
and  stayed  until  he  started  in  business  for  himself, 
June  1,  1869,  with  D.  D.  Godding,  as  Codding  and 
Smith,  in  a  small  room  on  the  lower  floor  of  the 
same  building  now  occupied  by  them.  After  one 
year  they  removed  to  Mansfield  Centre,  and  con- 
tinued in  a  small  way  until  1861,  when  the  war  broke 
up  the  business  and  they  gave  up  manufiicturing. 
They  could  collect  no  money  on  goods  sold,  and  left 
their  tools  idle,  and  in  May,  1861,  lost  everything  by 
the  burning  of  the  building  containing  them.  Mr. 
Smith  obtained  employment  from  William  Boyd,  of 
Mansfield,  making  cap-boxes  for  the  army,  and  con- 

1  8m  biography  of  Abtol  Ooddlag. 
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tinued  there  until  timet  began  to  improTe^  aady  in 
the  spring  of  1862,  he  retnrned  to  North  AtUebor- 
ongh  and  resumed  work  with  Merriti  A  Draper,  Jew- 
elry manufacturers,  and  took  oharge  of  Uie  aliop 
from  July,  1862,  to  July,  1860,  when  he  started  busi- 
ness again  for  himself  In  North  Attleboroogh,  in 
jewelry  manufacturing,  with  his  old  partner  and  0. 
H.  Ames  as  partners,  under  the  firm-name  of  Cod- 
ding, Smith  &  Co.,  in  8.  Bichardaon's  bdilding.  This 
firm  lasted  two  years  and  made  some  mon^.  Then 
Mr.  Ames  retired,  and  Mr.  A.  £.  Codding  came  in 
as  partner,  firm-name  oontinolng  unchanged.  Tiiey 
were  now  in  good  tide  of  business,  employing  fifty 
bands.  In  January,  1867,  they  removed  their  ihctor/ 
into  Dennis  Everett's  building,  and  for  three  yean  con- 
tinued, doing  a  prosperous  bnsineii  there.  Th^  then 
moved  into  Mr.  Richardson's  new  building,  continued 
there  three  years,  when  Mr.  Smith  bought  the  Interests 
of  his  partners,  and  for  one  year  conducted  It  alone; 
then  sold  one-half  interest  to  D.  D.  Codding,  and 
formed  the  firm  of  T.  I.  Smith  A  Co.,  which  still  is 
in  business. 

In  July,  1880,  they  removed  to  their  present  com- 
modious quarters,  and  they  have  had  a  steadily  In- 
creasing demand  for  their  goods,  and  employ  firom 
ninety  to  one  hundred  and  ten  hands.  Their  special- 
ties are  bracelets,  pins,  charms,  eta  January,  1881, 
Henry  H.  Curtis,  who  had  been  salesman  for  three 
years,  became  a  partner. 

The  only  child  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  Is  Eva  C, 
born  May  16,  1860.  She  married,  Nov.  12,  1879, 
Henry  H.  Curtis.  They  have  two  children,— Fannie 
8.  and  Eva  Blanche. 

Mr.  Smith  has  always  been  in  the  ranks  of  intelli- 
gent and  independent  thinkers.  He  has  ever  been 
in  accord  with  Republican  principles,  and  voted  for 
Lincoln.  Steady  and  reliable  in  his  business,  pleasant 
and  afiable  in  his  intercourse  with  others,  unassuming 
and  modest  in  his  demeanor,  Mr.  Smith  is  considered 
one  of  Attleborough's  solid  citizens,  and  a  man  of 
unobtrusive  worth. 

Young  &  Bennett  commenced  business  in  1876, 
under  the  style  of  Young,  ^nnett  &  Co.,  the  mem- 
bers of  the  firm  being  Charles  P.  Young,  A.  F.  Ben- 
nett, and  E.  Sieger,  of  Pennsylvania.  At  the  end  of 
three  years  Sieger  withdrew,  and  Young  and  Bennett 
have  since  conducted  the  business.  Their  place  of 
buttiness  was  in  Whitney's  manufactory  until  Dec. 
28,  1882,  when  they  were  burnt  out,  and  moved  to 
Whiting's  factory.  They  employ  seventy-five  hands, 
with  a  pay-roll  of  thirty-five  thousand  dollars  per 
year,  in  the  manufacture  of  fine  rolled-gold  plated 
chains. 

■  E.  I.  Franklin  &  Co.  began  the  manufacture  of 
jewelry  in  October,  1874,  Elton  I.  Franklin,  Hiram 
8.  IfOmes,  and  Clarence  W.  Fisher  composing  the 
firm.  Their  first  place  of  business  was  in  the  factory 
of  Stephen  Richardson,  on  East  Street;  moved  to  F. 
8.  Draper's  shop,  June,  1876.    In  June,  1878,  occu- 


pied their  present  qnarten  In  the  fiwtoiy  of  the  Whit- 
Ing  Mannfocturing  Company.  FimiikUn  A  Fisher 
purchaaed  the  Interest  of  H.  S.  Lomes  Id  1881,  and 
now  maDufoctore  gold  front  and  plated  ladlei^  foods. 
Number  of  hands  employed,  eighty,  with  an  annual 
pay-roll  of  thirty-eight  thousand  dollaia. 

Sandland,  Capron  A  Co.  started  bnsineii  In  E.  Ira 
Richards'  back  fkctory  in  1876.  Thqr  moved  to  tho 
Union  Power  Company's  building  In  1881,  when 
tiiey  give  employment  to  seventy-five  hands,  In  the 
manufacture  of  a  general  line  of  plated  goods. 

''  The  £.  A.  Bliss  Company,"  an  Incorporated  stoek 
oompany,  mannfiusture  chains  and  novelties  In  the 
Union  Power  building.  The  businen  was  oom- 
menoed  by  E.  A.  Bliss  and  James  E.  Cwpenter,  In 
September.  1878,  at  AtUeborongh  FyW.  Thepresral 
location  was  occupied  Jan.  1,  1881.  Incorporated 
July,  1882.  This  company  employs  seventy-five 
hands,  with  a  pay-roll  of  forty  thousand  dollars. 

S.  E.  Fisher  A  Co.,  In  the  same  factory,  eommeneed 
manufacturing  in  Stephen  Biehardson's  faetory,  the 
firm  then  being  Demaresti  Fisher  A. Co.  In  1877 
the  firm  dissolved  and  reorganlied  under  Its  present 
name,  Samuel  £.  Fisher,  William  W.  ildier,  and 
Edwin  D.  Sturtevant  being  the  partners.  Moved  to 
the  Union  Power  Company's  building  in  1881.  Spe- 
cialty, fine  gold-plated  ladies'  goods— bracelets,  pins, 
and  drops.  Number  of  hands  employed,  ninety,  with 
an  annual  pay-roll  of  fifty-five  thousand  dollars. 

The  history  of  the  firm  of  B.  Blackinton  A  Co. 
dates  Arom  1868,  when  B.  Blackinton,  T.  &  Mann, 
and  Walter  Ballon  commenced  busineas  at  Attlebor- 
ough  Falhk  In  1887,  T.  S.  Mann  retired  Ikom  the 
firm,  and  in  1878  the  busineas  was  moved  to  larger 
rooms  in  the  manufactory  of  E.  Ira  Bichards.  They 
employ  one  hundred  and  forty  hands  in  the  manu- 
facture of  all  kinds  of  plated  jewelry.  They  are  now 
among  our  most  successful  manufacturers. 

Oscar  M.  Draper  commenced  busineas  in  1862, 
under  the  style  of  O.  M.  Draper  A  Co.,  E.  Ira  Bich- 
ards being  the  company.  The  firm  became  O.  M. 
Draper  in  1868,  and  in  1876  occupied  the  whole  of 
the  first  floor  in  E.  Ira  Bichards'  new  manufactory. 
His  specialty  from  the  commencement  of  busineas  has 
been  fire-gilt  and  nickel  chains.  He  was  the  first 
manufacturer  of  "swedged  goods."  His  machinery 
is  the  most  complete  and  ingenious  used  in  the 
manufacture  of  this  line  of  goods.  He  employs  eighty 
hands,  and  goods  of  his  manufacture  find  a  ready  sale. 

J.  J.  and  J.  M.  Bichards  started  business  as  E.  8. 
Bichards  &  Co.,  in  18G4.  The  members  of  the  firm 
were  E.  S.  and  J.  M.  Richards.  E.  S.  Biclianis  died 
in  1866,  and  J.  J.  Richards  transferred  his  interest  to 
his  son.  They  are  now  located  in  Totten's  shop  on 
East  Street,  where  they  give  employment  to  twenty- 
five  hands  in  the  manufacture  of  the  best  gold  front 
goods. 

H.  D.  Merritt  &  Co.,  who  are  now  located  in  the 
third  story  of  E.  Ira  Richards'  new  manufactory, 
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eommenced  businees  as  Merritt  &  Draper  in  1866, 
the  membeiB  of  the  firm  being  H.  D.  Merritt  and  J. 
B.  Drm|>er.  In  March,  1S70,  they  moved  to  Mans- 
field, where  Mr.  Draper  retired,  and  John  Shepard- 
•on  entered  the  firm,  which  was  then  styled  H.  D.^ 
Merritt  A  Go.  This  firm  returned  to  North  Attle-^ 
borough  in  1872,  and  went  on  doing  an  increasing 
bosineflB  until  Jan.  20, 1878,  when  Mr.  Merritt  died, 
and  Mr.  8hepard8on  associated  with  him  C.  H. 
Miller.  The  name  of  the  firm  remains  the  same. 
They  employ  fifty  hands  in  the  manufacture  of  silver 
and  plated  chain. 

Thomas  Totten  A  Co.  are  now  located  in  a  factory 
of  their  own  on  East  Street,  North  Attleborough, 
near  the  railroad  station.  This  firm  commenced  bus- 
ineH  in  1879,  in  F.  S.  Draper's  factory,  on  Broad 
Street.  They  moved  to  Stephen  Richardson's  factory 
on  East  Street,  and  were  burned  out  in  March,  1882. 
They  manufactured  rolled-gold  plated  chains,  chain 
trimmings,  and  chain  bracelets.  The  first  two  years 
they  made  plated  flat  chains,  and  are  very  successful 
mannfiustnrers  of  that  form  of  goods.  They  employ 
about  sixty  hands,  with  a  yearly  pay-roll  of  twenty- 
five  thousand  dollars. 

The  history  of  the  firm  of  F.  O.  Pate  &  Co.  dates 
fit>m  January,  1876,  when  George  O.  Cowell,  Edric 
A.  Hall,  and  Albert  W.  Pherson  formed  a  copartner- 
ship for  the  manufacture  of  jewelry  in  the  factory  of 
the  Whiting  Manufacturing  Company.  In  Febru- 
ary, 1876,  Pherson  retired,  and  F.  G.  Pate  joined  the 
firm  under  the  style  of  Pate,  Cowell  &  Hall.  In 
July,  1877,  E.  A.  Hall  sold  his  interest  to  his  part- 
ners, and  the  name  of  the  firm  became  F.  G.  Pate  & 
Co.  In  November,  1879,  George  O.  Cowell  withdrew, 
and  Anthony  H.  Bliss  and  F.  S.  Gilbert  became 
members  of  the  firm,  which  occupied  the  first  fioor  of 
the  Union  Power  Company  building  January,  1881. 
This  firm  manufactures  fire-gilt  and  nickel  chain, 
and  plated  charms.  They  give  employment  to  thirty 
hands,  with  an  annual  pay-roll  of  fourteen  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars. 

Charles  E.  Smith  manufactures  a  full  line  of  fine 
solid  gold  jewelry,  and  is  doing  an  extensive  and 
profitable  business.  * 

Cheever,  Rhodes  A  Co.  employ  thirty-five  hands  in 
tlie  manufiicture  of  rolled  plated  chain,  with  an 
annual  pay-roll  of  sixteen  thousand  dollars.  The 
firm  started  as  F.  S.  Bailey  &  Co.  in  1876.  In  1878, 
J.  G.  Cheever  entered  Uie  firm,  and  E.  D.  Rhodes 
became  a  partner  in  January,  1883. 

Daniel  Crotty  employs  eight  or  ten  hands  in  the 
manufacture  of  jewelry.  Commenced  business  in 
electro- plating. 

Clark  &  Coombs  manufacture  rings  of  all  grades 
from  electro-plate  to  fire-gilt.  The  firm  consists  of 
Oren  L.  Coombs,  William  O.  Clark,  and  W.  Osmond 
Clark.  *  They  employ  twelve  hands,  with  a  pay-roll 
of  six  thousand  dollars  a  year. 

Demarest  A  Brady  make  a  specialty  of  seta,  drops. 


studs,  and  scarf-pins,  and  furnish  employment  for 
twenty  hands.  Firm  is  composed  of  George  Dema- 
rest and  Bernard  Brady.  Mr.  Demarest  commenced 
business  in  1872,  with  nine  associates,  on  the  stock 
plan,  in  Witherell's  factory,  in  Plainville.  In  1874 
sold  his  interest  to  his  associates,  and  organized  a 
second  stock  company,  with  five  associates,  as  Dema- 
rest &  Fisher,  in  the  factory  of  Stephen  Richardson. 
In  1877,  Mr.  Demarest  having  again  sold  out,  started 
in  his  present  location,  the  manufactory  of  the 
Whiting  Manufacturing  Company.  He  is  the  orig- 
inator of  the  stock  plan,  which  Others  have  success- 
fully followed. 

Barrows,  Thompson  &\  Short,  manufacturers-  of 
plated  chains,  bracelets,  and  pins,  employ  sixty 
hands,  with  an  annual  pay-roll  of  forty  thousand  dol- 
lars. The  firm  was  formed  Jan.  1, 1888,  by  the  union 
of  the  firms  of  E.  E.  Barrows  &  Co.  and  T.  W.  Short 
Sc  Co.  The  former  commenced  business  in  1876,  and 
the  latter  in  1881.  They  are  in  E.  Ira  Richards' 
manufactory. 

John  Etzensperger  employs  fifty-five  hands  in  the 
manufacture  of  rolled  plated  chains  and  bracelets, 
with  an  annual  pay-roll  of  thirty  thousand  dollars. 

Norteman,  Hem  pie  &  Co.  may  be  found,  with  a 
dozen  hands,  in  the  old  clock  factory,  so-called,  of  the 
Whiting  Manufacturing  Company.  They  make  chain, 
shawl-pins,  and  novelties. 

George  W.  Cheever  &  Co.  manufacture  fire-g^lt 
and  nickel  chain.  They  employ  twenty-five  hands, 
with  a  yearly  pay-roll  of  twelve  thousand  dollars. 

John  C.  Bonnett,  electro-plater,  carries  on  business 
where  the  old  tannery  formerly  stood,  near  the  Ten- 
Mile  River,  North  Attleborough.  Employs  eight 
hands. 

W.  G.  Clarke  &  Co.  commenced  business  in  Mr.  F. 
S.  Draper's  manufactory,  March  1, 1881,  the  partners 
being  W.  G.  Clarke  and  John  F.  Makinson.  Their 
specialty  is  ladies'  plated  goods, — bracelets,  drops, 
pins,  and  tets.    They  employ  forty  hands. 

T.  G.  Frothingham  &  Co.  started  in  the  same  manu- 
factory in  June,  1879,  the  firm  being  composed  of  T. 
G.  Frothingham  and  William  E.  Smith.  They  em- 
ploy eighteen  hands  in  the  manufacture  of  studs, 
drops,  and  pins. 

In  the  village  of  Attleborough  several  large  fac- 
tories have  recently  been  built,  and  they  are  occupied 
by  some  of  the  largest  and  most  successful  manufiic- 
turers  in  town.  The  first  large  building  was  built  by 
the  Steam-Ppwer  Company.  In  1873,  Hayward  & 
Briggs  erected  a  large  and  conveniently-arranged 
manufactory,  in  which  they  conduct  a  successful  busi- 
ness. In  1872,  A.  Bushee  &  Co.  built  a  fiictory  on  the 
Ten-Mile  River,  on  County  Street,  where  they  manu- 
facture sleeve-  and  collar-buttons.  In  1876,  E.  A.  Rob- 
inson, of  West  Attleborough,  came  from  Providence  to 
Attleborough,  and  has  subsequently  erected  two  large 
and  complete  jewelry  manufactories.  During  the  last 
three  years  J.  M.  Bates  has  erected  two  manufactories. 
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Altogether,  the  people  of  thii  taetion  of  Uie  town  tre 
well  supplied  with  this  elm  of  bailding*. 

Among  the  oldest  manofkcturert  tre  0,  £.  Hay- 
ward,  A.  W.  Sturdy,  A.  Boahee  A  Co.,  and  BIIm  A 
Dean.  The  firm  of  W.  A  L.  Blaokinton  employa  one 
hundred  and  fifty  hands  in  the  manufiMture  of  plated 
chain,  with  a  pay-roll  of  eight  thooaand  dollan  per 
month.  Their  annual  production  amonnta  to  two 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollan. 

Horton,  Angell  &  Oo.  commenced  business  here  in 
1869,  the  members  of  the  firm  being  Edwin  J.  Horton^ 
Gideon  M.  Horton/ and  B.  J.  Angell.  Jan.  1, 1881, . 
Everett  S.  Horton  was  admitted  to  the  ilrm  in  place 
of  his  brother,  Edwin  J.  Horton,  who  waa  lost  on 
Long  Island  Sound.  They  are  the  original  mannlkc^ 
turers  of  the  separable  sleeve-button.  The  average 
number  of  hands  employed  is  one  hundred,  with  an 
annual  pay-roll  of  sixty  thousand  dollars. 

The  firm  of  Sturdy  Brothers  A  Co.  commenced 
business  in  the  spring  of  1869,  when  0.  H.  and  A.  W. 
Sturdy  formed  a  partnership  in  the  steam-power 
building.  In  the  fall  of  the  same  year  they  moved 
to  Mansfield.  Returned  to  AtUeborongh  in  1862, 
and  Albert  W.  Sturdy  went  into  the  army.  Oharles 
H.  Sturdy  retired  from  the  firm  in  1871,  and  E.  O. 
Webster,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  was  admitted.  Tiiey 
employ  from  thirty  to  seventy  hands,  with  an  annual 
pay-roll  of  forty  Uiousand  dollars.  Their  sales  reach 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars  per  year,  consisting  of 
a  general  variety  of  gold  plate  jewelry.  Other  large 
manufacturers  here  are  Bates  A  Bacon,  Bliss  A  Dean, 
Cummings  &  Wexel,  Hayward  A  Witherell,  Shorty 
Nerney  &  Co*.,  Smith,  Crosby  A  Smith,  Btreeter 
Brothers,  Watson  A  Newell,  W.  H.  Wilmarth  A  Co., 
and  D.  H.  Smith.  They  mann&cture  in  great  variety 
a  fine  line  of  valuable  goods. 

Bliss  Brothers  A  Everett  commenced  business  in 
1878,  C.  E.  Bliss,  ^  B.  Bliss,  and  A.  E.  Everett  com- 
posing the  firm,  in  the  steam-power  building.  They 
moved  to  Robinson's  Factory  in  1876,  where  they  now 
make  a  general  variety  of  ladies'  and  gents'  gold- 
plated  goods.  They  employ  forty  or  fifty  hands,  with 
a  pay-roll  of  thirty-five  thousand  dollars  per  year. 

B.  S.  Freeman  commenced  his  career  aa  a  manufac- 
turer of  jewelry  in  1846  in  a  small  shop  adjacent  to 
the  homestead  at  Attleborough  Falls.  He  then  made 
a  cheap  class  of  finger-rings.  His  business  steadily 
increased,  and  in  1849  he  formed  a  copartnership  with 
a  younger  brother,  Joseph  J.  Freeman,  under  the 
name  of  Freeman  Brothers,  and  moved  in  I860  to  the 
old  shop  near  the  Braid  Mill.  Here  the  firm  began 
the  manufacture  of  rolled  plated  goods,  being  among 
the  first  makers  of  such  goods  in  Attleborough.  They 
continued  to  make  various  lines  of  plated  vest-chains 
and  sets  during  the  succeeding  five  years.  About 
1855  they  took  Virgil  Richards  into  the  firm,  which 
now  became  Freeman  Brothers  A  Co.  Two  years 
afterwards  they  bought  the  Robinson ville  property, 
and  moved  there  Jan.  1, 1858.    At  this  time  B.  S.  A 


J.  J.  Freeman  bought  the  interest  of  Viigil  Rldutfde, 
and  the  ilrm  again  became  Freeman  Brotheta.  They 
Tory  aoon  b^gan  the  mannfactore  of  enrb-eh^n.  J. 
J.  Freeman  Ant  bought  an  imported  enrb-ehain,  ex- 
perimented with  it^  and  oonstmeted  maehlnery  and 
finally  sooceeded  in  making  the  fiiat  tolled  plated  enrb- 
ehain  made  in  Attleborough.  These  fooda  wen 
known  aa  "  Freeman's  cnib-chaina,"  and  had  a  wide 
and  extenaive  aale.  In  tl^e  fidl  of  1861  the  name  of 
the  firm  was  changed  to  Fieemail  A  Co.,  and  the  line 
of  gooda  mannfactnred  adapted  to  the  exigencies  of 
the  times, — ^war  badgca,  military  bnttona,  and  braaa 
chain  for  the  soldiers.  Oct  6, 1879,  J.  J.  Fxeeman 
died,  and  the  style  of  the  firm  became  B.  &  Freeman 
A  Co.,  Jan.  1, 1879,  and  so  continues  at  the  prasent 
time^  the  only  change  in  the  firm  being  the  admission 
of  B.  B.  Freeman,  Jr.,  Jan.  1, 1882.  About  eighty- 
five  handa  are  given  employment  in  the  manufacture 
of  plated  gooda  auited  to  the  demands  of  the  trade. 

In  the  success  achieved  by  thia  firm  no  amall  share 
of  the  credit  is  due  to  the  extraordinary  mechanical 
akill  and  ingenuity  of  Joseph  J.  Freeman.  He  waa 
a  man  of  original  ideaa,  an  inventor  by  nature's 
patent,  and  several  valuable  patents  and  the  pros- 
perity of  the  firm  bear  witness  to  his  skill. 

Rolled  stock  plated  chain  haa  one  of  ita  largest 
manufacturers  in  B.  F.  Simmons  A  Co.  The  original 
firm  consisted  of  R.  F.  Simmons  and  Albert  Briggs, 
who  started  buainess  at  Nortli  Attleborough.  The 
second  year  moved  to  Attleborough  F^lla,  and  took 
into  partnership  £.  L.  Hixon,  and  in  the  following 
year  J.  L.  Sweet  In  1875  they  occupied  their  prea- 
ent  location  in  Freeman's  Factory  at  Robinsonville. 
They  employ  one  hundred  and  fifty  to  one  hundred 
and  seventy-five  hands,  with  pay-roll  of  ninety  thou- 
sand dollars  per  year. 

The  firm  of  Mason,  Draper  A  Co.  commenced  buai- 
ness in  1870,  in  the  manufacture  of  ladies'  goods, 
bracelets  and  set*.  They  give  employment  to  seventy- 
five  hands,  all  men.  The  members  of  the  firm  are 
M.  H.  Mason,  C.  T.  Draper,  and  S.  D.  Mason. 

Davidson  Brothers  commenced  manufacturing  in 
Attleborough,  in  the  Whiting  Manufacturing  (>>m- 
pany's  Factory  in  1870.  •  In  1875  they  moved  to  Rob- 
insonville, where  they  employ  one  hundred  hands  in 
the  manufacture  of  vest  and  ladies'  chain, — fire  gilt, 
silver,  and  electro-plated.  New  York  oflSce,  44  Maiden 
Lane. 

The  firm  of  Stanley  Brothers  dates  its  origin  from 
May  1, 1871,  when  Stephen  Stanley,  Benjamin  Stan- 
ley, and  £.  C.  Knapp,  formed  a  partnership  to  manu- 
facture rolled  and  stock-plated  chain.  July  1,  1875, 
£.  C.  Knapp  withdrew.  They  commenced  business 
in  the  old  jewelry-shop  near  the  Braid  Mill,  Attle- 
borough Falls,  and  still  remain  there.  They  employ 
fifty  hands,  and  have  a  prosperous  and  steadily-in- 
creasing business. 

W.  D.  Fisher  <&  Co.,  in  the  same  factory,  manufac- 
ture spring  swivels  and  rings,  rolled  plate,  and  coin 
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ailrer.  W.  D.  Fisher  b^^  manufacturing  in  1879, 
and  in  1881  associated  with  him  his  son,  W.  N. 
Fisher,  and  A.  R.  Mackreth.  They  employ  forty 
hands,  with  a  pay-roll  of  thirty  thousand  dollars. 

U.  A.  Hall  started  at  the  same  time,  and  makes  the 
same  class  of  goods;  employs  fourteen  hands.  Pay- 
roll, three  thousand  dollars  a  year. 

E.  Whitney  A  Co.  commenced  business  in  1871 — 
the  members  of  the  firm  being  Edwin  Whitney  and 
William  A.  Read — m  the  same  factory,  but  moved  to 
Daggett's  new  building  in  1882.  They  first  made 
album-  and  Bible-clasps,  then  novelties  and  chains; 
now  they  are  making  pins,  drops,  and  bracelets. 
Number  of  hands,  forty ;  annual  pay-roll,  eighteen 
thousand  dollars. 

J.  F.  Sturdy  &  Sons,  Attleborough  Falls,  employ 
forty  hands  in  the  manufacture  of  curb-chain.  The 
firm  consists  of  J.  F.  Sturdy  and  three  sons,  H.  K. 
Sturdy,  F.  M.  Sturdy,  and  F.  E.'  Sturdy.  Tlie  senior 
member,  J.  F.  Sturdy,  and  J.  1 1.  Sturdy,  wore  the  first 
men  who  made  stock  plate  in  this  town.  They  dis- 
covered by  experiment  the  plating  process  in  Provi- 
dence, and,  coming  to  Attleborough,  introduced  the 
manufacture,  of  plated  goods.  The  original  name  of 
the  firm  was  Draper,  Sturdy  &  Co.,  Sept.  7, 1849,  its 
members  being  J,  F.  Sturdy,  J.  H.  Sturdy,  and  Her- 
bert M.  Draper.  Sept  6, 1850,  J.  H.  Sturdy  retired, 
and  James  A.  Mason  was  admitted  Sept.  16,  1851. 
After  some  changes,  J.  F.  Sturdy,  J.  A.  Perry,  and  F. 
Doll  commenced  the  manufacture  of  curb-chain  in 
1861,  under  the  name  of  J.  F.  Sturdy  &  Co.  This 
firm  dissolved  in  about  a  year,  and  J.  F.  Sturdy  con- 
ducted the  business  alone  until  1879,  when  his  sons 
became  partners,  as  at  the  present  time. 

Other  firms  at  Attleborough  Falls  are  D.  F.  Briggs, 
who  makes  swivels  and  rings;  employs  ten  hands; 
pay-roll,  five  thousand  dollars  annually;  and  Dag- 
gett &  Clap,  F.  W.  Hodges,  agent.  They  make  a 
specialty  of  bracelets,  initial  buttons,  pins,  and  drops. 
Number  of  hands  employed,  forty,  with  an  annual 
pay-roll  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars. 

V.  H.  Blackinton  bus  carried  on  business  at  Robin- 
Bonville  since  1857.  lie  bought  the  old  school-house, 
turned  it  into  a  jewelry  manufactory,  and  began  a 
line  of  jet  goods  for  ladies'  wear.  As  the  business  in- 
creased additions  were  made  to  the  shop  until  the 
building  was  burned,  Feb.  16,  1869.  He  imme- 
diately rebuilt,  and  continued  the  manufacture  of 
jewelry  and  novelties,  military  goods,  society  em- 
blems, and  jet  goods.  Employs  an  average  of  forty 
hands. 

Healy  Brothers  &  Co. — the  members  of  the  firm 
being  Healy  brothers  and  E.  L.  Cheever — manufac- 
ture jewelers'  supplies.    They  employ  twenty  hands. 

South  Attleborough. — The  principal  business  at 
South  Attleborough  is  the  manufacture  of  leather. 
The  business  has  been  carried  on  here  for  many  years. 
The  present  manufacturers  are  William  H.  Coupe  & 
Co.    This  firm  was  organized  as  Coupe  &  Knowles, 


its  members  being  William  H.  Coupe  and  F.  W.  H. 
Knowles.  In  a  few  months  Mr.  Coupe  bought  out 
his  partner,  and  in  1866,  Edwin  Evans  succeeded  to 
his  i>race.  In  1869  the  senior  member  of  the  firm 
purchased  his  partner's  interest,  and  Edwin  A.  Bur- 
gess, son  of  Alexander  Burgess,  of  Providence,  R.  I., 
became  associated  with  Mr.  Coupe.  Under  their 
management  the  industry  has  steadily  grown  in  ex- 
tent and  perfection  until  the  goods  of  the  firm  have  a 
high  reputation. 

They  were  burned  out  in  1872,  but  immediately 
erected  a  new  tannery,  to  which  successive  additions 
have  been  made  until  now  it  is  one  of  the  largest 
buildings  in  town.  The  works  are  supplied  with 
first-class  machinery,  some  of  which  bears  Mr.  Coupe's 
patent,  and  furnish  employment  to  an  average  of 
fifty  hands,  with  an  annual  pay-roll  of  thirty  thou- 
sand dollars.  The  establishment  uses  yearly  fifty 
thousand  sides  of  leather.  Their  specialties  are  laoe 
leather,  picker  leather,  and  belting  manufactured 
from  raw  hides  by  a  process  patented  by  Mr.  Coupe  ' 
himself. 

The  oldest  manufacturers  of  jewelry  at  South  Attle- 
borough are  White  &  Shaw,  who  commenced  business 
in  1852,  and  have  continued  without  change  for  thirty- 
one  years.  They  first  manufactured  brass  jewelry. 
Their  specialty  now  is  jewelers'  findings.  Employ 
seven  hands. 

George  W.  Sadler  and  Daniel  O.  Stanley  formed  a 
copartnership  here  in  1863  under  the  name  of  Sadler 
&  Stanley.  Stanley  withdrew,  and  A.  D.  Sadler  en- 
tered in  1867.  Six  years  aft^er  A.  D.  Sadler  died,  and 
Ceorge  W.  Sadler  &  Co.  succeeded.  The  firm  makes 
gold-plated  bracelets.    Number  of  hands,  fifteen. 

Another  industry  at  South  Attleborough  is  carried 
on  by  Orr  Brothers.  They  first  com  menced  business  at 
Smithfield,  R.  I.,  but  came  to  Attleborough  in  1865. 
They  employ  twenty-five  hands,  with  a  pay-roll  of 
ten  thousand  dollars  yearly.  Their  business  is  dye- 
ing and  bleaching  yarns,  threads,  and  braids. 

West  Attleborough. — At  West  Attleborough,  Rob- 
inson &  Co.  carry  on  the  manufactureof  jewelry  in  one 
of  the  oldest  factories  in  town,  the  brick  shop  built  by 
W.  H.  Robinson,  in  1887.  The  firm  at  that  time  was 
Daggett  &  Robinson,  the  members  being  S.  L.  Dag- 
gett and  W.  H.  Robinson.  William  Guild  was  ad- 
mitted in  1840,  and  in  1850  the  firm  took  its  present 
name,  Robinson  &  Co.  In  1868  the  firm  consisted 
of  W.  H.  Robinson,  Jr.,  D.  H.  Robinson,  and  E.  A. 
Robinson.  The  latter  retired  in  1870,  and  W.  H. 
Robinson  withdrew  in  1876.  D.  H.  Robinson  now 
conducts  the  business,  employing  fifteen  hands. 

Buttons. — The  first  manufacturer  of  buttons  in 
this  town,  if  not  in  this  part  of  the  country,  was  Ed- 
ward Price,  who  came  from  Birmingham,  England, 
in  1793,  bringing  with  him  machines  for  the  manu- 
facture of  metal  buttons.  He  commenced  their  man- 
ufacture in  a  small  shop  near  the  residence  of  John 
T.  Bates.    In  a  short  time  he  moved  to  Attleborough, 
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and  in  1880  came  to  North  Attleboroogh,  where  he 
carried  on  baaineaa  tacoeeeihlljry  liTing,  in  the  old 
"Guild  House."  He  aoqoired  ooneiderable  prop- 
erty, and  tempted  by  the  general  proeperity)  weot 
into  the  manufacture  of  cotton  in  1811,  and  waa  nn- 
successfui. 

At  this  time  Ool.  Ohed  Bobinion  waa  mannlhc^ 
turing  carbon  jewelry  at  BobinionTllle^  and  he^  in 
connection  with  Otis  Bobinion^  employed  Mr.  Price, 
and  commenced  the  manufketure  of  metal  buttona  Id 
1812.  Thus  Edward  Price,  Obed  and  Otia  Bobinton 
ran  the  first  button  manufactory  in  the  United  States. 
Glass  buttons  were  made  by  (heir  anocesaors,  Bich- 
ard  Robinson,  Virgil  Blacklnton,  and  Willard  Bob- 
inson,  in  1818,  under  the  name  of  Bichard  Bobinaon 
&  Co.  This  firm  was  followed  by  Boblnson,  Jones  A 
Co.,  composed  of  Bichard  Bobinaon,  Willard  Bobln- 
son, William  H.  Jones,  and  H.  M.  Draper.  In  1826 
they  began  to  work  on  the  gilt  button.  In  1827  they 
erected  the  brick  fiictory  at  Bobinaon Tille,  and  their 
business  required  its  enlargement  in  1828.  In  1882 
they  built  another  fiictory  and  oommenced  the  mfin- 
ufacture  of  all  the  varieties  of  buttons  which  the 
market  demands, — the  common  button,  the  navy, 
the  military,  the  fancy,  and  the  sporting  button, — 
all  of  which  were  acknowledged  superior  to  any 
others  in  the  market  in  the  beauty,  finish,  and  dura- 
bility of  the  work.  They  recei? ed  silver  medals  and 
diplomas,  and  all  the  contested  premiuma  offered  by 
institutes  in  New  York,  Philadelphia,  and  Boston. 
The  company  brought  the  manufacture  of  this  article 
to  perfection,  and  the  various,  improvementa  made  in 
their  machinery,  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Willard 
Bobinson,  aided  by  the  skill  of  their  workmen,  en- 
abled them  to  compete  flilly  with  all  their  domestic 
or  foreign  rivals. 

Cotton  Mannfkotnre.— At  the  close  of  the  year 
1809  the  number  of  cotton-mills  built  in  the  United 
States  was  eighty-seven.  Many  more  mills  were  in 
process  of  erection  everywhere,  and  the  prospect  of 
industrial  prosperity  stimulated  speculation,  and  the 
V  war  of  1812  gave  additional  impulse  to  this  branch  of 
manufactures.  It  is  believed  that  in  the  rapid  exten- 
sion of  this  industry  Attleborough  did  her  part.  The 
old  Beaver  Dam  Factory,  which  stood  on  the  race- 
way of  Whiting's  pond,  was  turned  int6  a  cotton- 
factory  by  Capt.  Chester  Bugbee  in  1809,  and  he,  in 
company  with  John  Bichardson,  George  Blackinton, 
David  Shepard,  Ebenezer  Draper,  Lemuel  May,  and 
Samuel  Lifld,  manufactured  cotton  goods,  running 
twenty  looms  and  five  hundred  spindles.  Their 
business  prospered  until  the  panic  of  1817,  after 
which  time  it  had  a  somewhat  checkered  experience. 
Lemuel  May  and  Daniel  Cobb  soon  bought  the  fac- 
tory, and  continued  the  business  ten  yekrs,  until  1828. 
They  were  succeeded  by  Capt  Bugbee  and  William 
Haven.    Their  factory  was  consumed  by  fire  in  1888. 

The  Fails  Factory,  so  called,  was  erected  at  this 
time,  work  being  commenced  in  the  autumn  of  1809 


by  the  Fklla  IfianafiMtarlng  Oompany.  In  Che  wis- 
ttt  of  1811  thia  IheCoiy  waa  bnmed,  bat  waa  iaiBadf^ 
ataly  rebailt,  seventy  Ibet  in  length,  thirtj-lb|ir  Ibet 
in  width,  and  three  atoriea  high.  Tha  eonpanj  am* 
pl<^ed  huif  handa,  oonanmcd  one  hundred  and  flAgr 
bales  of  cotton  per  year,  and  mannfiMitured  two  han- 
dled and  fifty  thousand  yarda  of  ealioo  print  elotha. 
An  additidh  was  made  to  tha  fiictory  in  1881,  n  atona 
atmcture  aixty-eight  fbel  long,  thirty-eight  fcat  wida^ 
and  fiwr  stories  high,  and  connected  with  the  caCab- 
Ilshment  were  a  griat-mill,  maehina-ohop,  bladnmith- 
ahop,  and  eaw-milL  Work  waa  carried  on  at  thIa  tlma 
by  Jonathan  and  Qeorga  Bliss.  Up  to  1814  the  work 
of  tha  ootton-fiMtory  in  New  England  waa  confined  to 
apinning  yam,  which  waa  woven  upon  hand-looma  la 
tha  homes  of  the  people.  8aoh  waa  the  course  pur- 
sued, in  this  factory. 

This  era  witnessed  the  erection  of  the  Meehanioa' 
Factory,  in  1811.  Ingraham,  Bichardson  A  Oo.  waa 
the  first  firm ;  the  second,  Whitaker,  Bichardaon  St 
Oo. ;  third,  the  Mechanics'  Manulkcturing  Oompany ; 
then  Samuel  and  Jesse  Carpenter.  Under  their  man- 
agement it  had  forty  looms,  one  thousand  and  thirty- 
six  apindlea,  and  they  employed  forty  handa  and  pro- 
duced two  hundred  and  ninety  thouaand  yarda  of 
calico  prinia  per  annum. 

In  1864  thft  present  owners,  LewUi  8.  Foster  and 
John  K.  H.  Nightingale,  under  the  firm-name  of 
Foeter  A  Nightingale,  purchased  the  property,  the 
building  being  then  eighty-four  Ibet  long,  Uiirty-two 
feet  wide,  and  three  stories  high.  They  liave  made 
extenaive  additiona,  and  conducted  the  buainess  veiy 
successftilly.  The  mill  now  employs  one  hundred 
and  fifty  hands,  runs  seven  thousand  five  hundred 
spindles  and  one  hundred  and  sixty-five  looms  in  the 
manufacture  of  print  cloths  and  sheetings,  consuming 
four  hundred  thousand  pounds  of  cotton,  and  making 
two  and  a  half  million  yards  of  cloth  yearly.  Super* 
intendent,  Nehemiah  Hicks. 

The  Farmers*  Factory,  now  occupied  aa  a  foundry, 
was  established  in  1818  by  the  Farmers'  Manufac- 
turing Company.  In  1884  the  factory  was  owned 
and  the  business  conducted  by  Jonathan  and  Qeorge 
Bliss,  who  employed  twenty-three  lian<is  and  manu- 
factured one  hundred  and  thirty-five  thousand  yards 
of  cloth. 

On  the  Seven-Mile  River  the  City  Factory  was 
built  at  South  Attleborough  in  1818.  It  was  burnt 
in  1826,  but  rebuilt  immediately,  forty  feet  long, 
thirty-four  feet  wide,  three  stories  higli.  Daniel 
Rcfed  &  Co.  carried  on  business  here  with  twenty 
looms  and  seven  hundred  spindles,  making  ninety- 
five  thousand  yards  of  cloth  each  year. 

The  Lanesville  Mill  was  built  in  182G.  on  Abbott's 
Run.  In  1884  it  was  owned  by  Milton  Barrows  and 
others,  and,  like  other  mills  of  that  day,  was  devoted 
to  the  manufacture  of  calico  print  cloths,  ran  two 
thousand  spindles  and  fifty  looms,  and  turned  out 
four  hundred  thousand  yards  of  cloth.    Recently  the 
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fueiory  has  been  owned  and  occupied  by  John  F. 
Adams,  of  Pawtucket,  R.  I.  It  was  burned  in  1880, 
but  ho  has  rebuilt  it,  and  it  is  now  in  successful 
operation. 

The  embargo  of  1807-8  benefited  manufacturers  at 
the  expense  of  commerce,  and  much  of  the  capital 
and  effort  engaged  in  the  latter  were  directed  to  in- 
dustrial channels.  The  effect  of  the  embargo  is  evi- 
denced by  the  fact  that  prior  to  it  there  were  but 
fifteen  cotton-mills  in  the  United  States,  running 
eight  thousand  spindles,  while  at  the  end  of  the  year 
1809  the  number  in  operation  was  sixty-two,  with 
thirty-two  thousand  spindles.  Among  the  fifteen 
mills  was  the  DodgcTilte  cotton  manufactory,  estab- 
lished in  Attleborough  in  1801  by  Ebenezer  Tyler, 
and  running  thirty  looms  in  the  manufacture  of 
print  cloths. 

During  the  period  of  the  last  war  with  England, 
and  up  to  Feb.  10, 1815,  manufacturers  throughout 
the  country  continued  to  progress  with  unprecedented 
activity.  Maj.  Tyler  pursued  his  business  alone  until 
the  protection  of  the  war  was  withdrawn.  About  the 
year  1815  he  sold  an  interest  in  his  business  to  Nehe- 
Aiiah  Dodge,  who  became  a  partner,  with  his  son, 
John  C.  Dodge,  as  superintendent  Four  years  later, 
in  1819,  Neliemiah  Dodge  purchased  Tyler's  interest 
and  took  in  his  son  as  a  partner.  The  firm  thus 
formed  continued  unchanged  until  1840,  when  the 
son  bought  out  the  father  and  carried  on  business 
alone.  He  enlarged  the  factory  and  increased  the 
number  of  looms  to  one  hundred  and  thirty-six,  but 
in  June,  1854,  his  property  was  sold  at  auction.  B.  B. 
and  R.  Knight  were  the  purchasers.  In  1870,  Stephen 
A.  Knight  was  admitted,  and  the  owners  were  in- 
corporated, with  a  nominal  capital  of  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  under  the  name  of  the  Hebron 
Manufacturing  Company,  with  factories  at  both  He- 
bron ville  and  Dodgeville.  The  first-named  factory  was 
during  many  years  known  as  the  Atherton  Factory, 
and  was  established  in  1812  on  the  Ten-Mile  River, 
at  a  spot  known  as  Chaffee's  Mills,  where  in  early 
times  the  saw-mill  and  grist-mill  of  the  fathers  stood. 
Hero  the  Atherton  Manufacturing  Company,  under 
the  lead  of  Thomas  Harkness  and  Thomas  J.  Stead, 
of  Providence,  yearly  manufactured  four  hundred 
thousand  yanls  of  print  cloths.  Number  of  looms, 
forty-two ;  spindles,  sixteen  hundred. 

The  Hebron  Manufacturing  Company  does  a  large 
business  both  at  Hebron ville  and  Dodgeville. 

One  of  the  most  prominent  manufacturers  in  town 
is  Handel  N.  Daggett,  and  none  have  had  a  more 
varied  experience.  Indeed,  he  is  the  pioneer  and 
founder  of  one  branch  of  the  textile  arts  in  this 
country — the  manufacture  of  domestic  braids.  The 
power-loom  was  introduced  and  applied  to  cotton 
fabrics  about  1815.  The  braider  came  some  years 
later,  and  is  said  to  be  the  invention  of  a  native  of 
Attleborough  named  Thorpe.  These  braiders  Mr. 
Daggett  was  using  in  1848  in  the  production  of  shoe- 


lacings  and  stearine  candle-wicking.  Afterwards  he 
braided  covering  for  hoop-skirts. 

In  1861,  after  the  Rebellion  broke  out,  he  furnished 
cavalry  sabres  and  scabbards  for  the  United  States 
government.  The  sabres  were  made  for  him  in  Maine. 
The  scabbards  he  manufactured  in  the  steam-power 
building  at  Attleborough.  He  furnished  about  fif* 
teen  thousand  sabres. 

Up  to  the  year  1861  no  one  had  succeeded  in  produ- 
cing a  domestic  braid  of  good  quality  in  America.  The 
braids  consumed  in  this  country 'were  imported  from 
Germany  and  England,  and  American  manufacturers 
could  sell  their  wares  only  with  the  greatest  difliculty. 
The  war  of  the  Rebellion  cut  off  importations,  and 
compelled  the  trade  to  seek  American  braids.  At 
this  time  Mr.  Daggett  entered  into  an  arrangement 
with  John  C.  Morse,  of  New  York,  to  manufacture 
domestic  braids.  The  business  was  carried  on  first  at 
Attleborough,  then  at  the  Farmers',  and  since  1865  in 
its  present  location,  the  Falls  Factory,  at  Attleborough 
Falls.  The  value  of  the  goods  produced  reached 
eight  hundred  thousand  dollars  yearly. 

In  1869,  Mr.  Morse  retired,  and  Mr.  Daggett  formed 
a  copartnership  with  Austin  Dunham,  of  Hartford, 
Conn.,  and  George  S.  Moulton,  of  New  York,  which 
lasted  until  1873.  Then  he  conducted  the  business 
alone  until  1879,  at  which  time  the  Gold  Medal 
Braid  Company  was  formed.  The  company,  which  is 
incorporate,  consists  of  T.  N.  Ide  and  Q.  A.  Atwood, 
of  New  York,  George  A.  Tarbell,  of  Boston,  and  H. 
N.  Daggett  and  Harvey  Clap,  of  Attleborough.  Cap- 
ital, sixty-five  thousand  dollars.  They  employ  an 
average  of  one  hundred  operatives,  and  manufacture 
yearly  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars'  worth 
of  braids.  Their  worsted,  cotton,  and  silk  braids  of 
the  finest  quality  and  all  varieties  have  an  extensive 
sale  all  over  the  country.  They  also  do  a  large  busi- 
ness in  braided  silk,  linen,  and  cotton  fish-lines,  and 
niake  pure  mohair  goods  firom  the  best  imported  mo- 
hair. H.  N.  Daggett,  Attleborough  Falls,  is  treasurer 
and  manager  of  the  company. 

For  several  years  silver-ware  was  manufactured  at 
North  Attleborough  with  great  success.  In  1866,  Wil- 
liam D.  Whiting  organized  the  Whiting  Manufactur- 
ing Company,  as  a  corporation  under  the  laws  of  New 
York,  for  the  manufacture,  of  standard  silver-ware. 
Their  manufactory  was  at  North  Attleborough,  where 
for  ton  years  they  gave  employment  to  one  hundred 
and  fifty  hands  in  the  production  of  the  finest  silver- 
ware. The  company  was  incorporated  with  a  capital 
of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  which  was  subse- 
quently increased  to  one  hundred  and  seventy-five 
thousand  dollars.  Some  years  the  value  of  their 
products  amount  to  one  million  dollars.  This  com- 
pany now  conducts  its  entire  business  at  Broadway 
and  Fourth  Street,  New  York  City. 

The  first  efforts  of  the  jewelers  of  Attleborough  to 
refine  their  sweepings  was,  like  the  commencement  of 
the  manufacture  of  jewelry  itself,  through  the  aid  of 
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a  Frenchman.  Thii  peraon  used  to  tnTal  throagh 
the  town  to  Boston,  and  he  was  io  the  habit  of  stop- 
ping at  North  AttleboroQgh  to  oolleot  the  materialy 
which  he  always  carried  ia  a  pocket»handkerchief. 
Later  the  clippings  and  sweepinfi  were  sent  to  New 
York  for  refining,  dntil,  in  1866,  0.  R  W.  Sherman, 
who  understood  the  jeweler'e  trade^  formed  a  partner- 
ship with  a  Mr.  Davie  to  cany  on  the  refining  bnai- 
ness  in  North  Attleborough.  They  bailt  the  shop 
now  standing  in  the  rear  of  the  dwelling-houae  Joat 
across  the  river  from  F.  O.  Whitney's  &ctory.  Their 
business  was  immediately  proaperoot  and  remunera- 
tive. In  two  years  Mr.  Sherman  bought  out  his  part- 
ner and  transferred  his  business  to  a  new  refinery  on 
Elm  Street  He  was  sole  proprietor  for  twenty  years, 
until,  in  September,  1876,  he  associated  with  him  his 
son,  W.  W.  Sherman;  under  the  style  of  0.  £.  W. 
Sherman  &  Son.  They  have  twice  enlarged  their 
accommodations,  and  they  now  get  out  fh>m  clippinfi 
and  sweepings  about  one  hundred  thousand  dollars' 
worth  of  gold  annually.  They  are  lineal  descendants 
in  the  eighth  and  ninth  generations  from  Miles  Stan- 
dish,  the  first  captain  of  Plymouth,  and  In  industry, 
integrity,  and  square  dealing  they  worthily  represent 
their  illustrious  ancestor. 

Col.  Willard  Blakinton  oommenced  the  manufac- 
ture of  power-loom  shuttles  at  Attleborough  in  the 
fall  of  1827,  and  continued  it  until  his  death.  In  the 
earlier  years  of  the  business  he  employed  twelve 
hands  and  made  twenty-five  dosen  ahuttles  per  week, 
besides  a  large  amount  of  shuttle-mountinfi  which  he 
supplied  to  other  makers.  During  the  first  ten  years 
of  the  industry  the  average  yearly  production  of  the 
establishment  was  about  ten  thousand  dollars'  worth 
of  shuttles.  But  in  that  time  the  product  secured  an 
extensive  sale  throughout  the  United  States.  In  1842 
the  firm  became  W.  Blakinton  &  Sons.  The  work,  at 
first  all  done  by  hand,  is  now  done  by  machines,  and 
fifteen  bands  turn  out  two  hundred  shuttles  per  day. 
The  shuttles  were  sold  at  first'  for  twelve  dollars  a 
dozen.  The  price  since  the  Rebellion  has  been  four 
dollars  and  fifty  cents  a  dosen. 

The  first  known  instance  of  jewelry  manufacture  in 
Attleborough  was  by  the  Frenchman  above  men- 
tioned, who  carried  on  the  business  at  a  brick  forge 
where  the  old  shop  stands  on  the  premises  of  the  late 
Jesse  F.  Richards.  He  also  made  brass  butts.  Later, 
but  by  a  few  years,  was  the  manufacture  of  carbon 
jewelry  at  Robinsonville  by  Mig.  Robinson.  His 
shop,  said  to  have  been  the  first  built  in  town  ex- 
pressly for  that  purpose,  is  now,  remodeled,  tlie  French- 
roof  cottage  directly  opposite  the  residence  of  R.  F. 
Simmons. 

Manning  Richards,  the  father  of  H.  M.  Richards, 
commenced  his  business  career  about  1810,  on  the 
Cumberland  road,  but  soon  moved  into  North  Attle-^ 
borough,  and  continued  the  manufacture  with  such 
success  as  to  become  the  wealthiest  man  in  town. 

In  1821  the  firm  of  Draper,  Tifft  &Co.  began  work, 


the  members  being  Josiah  Draper,  John  Tlft^  and 
IraBiohards. 

John  Biohardson,  John  Fuller,  and  William  Blaek- 
inton.  They  made  all  kinds  of  oat  nails^  ninninf 
two  onttlng-machines  and  three  or  four  heading-todla. 
The  business  here  ceased  in  1709,  two  yean  after 
Jesse  Beed,  of  Boston,  took  out  his  patent  for  a  mar 
chine  for  cutting  and  heading  nails  by  one  operation. 

The  other  locality  was  at  the  upper  end  of  tlie 
FMm  Pond.  Here,  ^,  gun-barreb  were  pollslied. 
Some  of  the  persons  interested  in  this  work  were 
Sylvester  Everetk  Jonas  Richardson,  James  Biohard- 
son, and  Dr.  Tliomas  Stanley. 

Brides  have  been  made  in  several  places  ia  town, 
but  few  towns  with  so  laige  a  population  have  ao  fow 
brick  buildings  within  their  limits.  Joseph  Eldredge 
carried  on  their  manufkcture  from  18fi0  to  1870, 
making  two  hundred  thousand  per  annum. 

Paper  boxes  were  first  manufactured  by  Daniel 
Babcock  in  a  shop  below  the  Farmer's  fiustoiy.  The 
business  is  also  carried  on  by  his  son,  Qjnu  8.  Dab- 
cock,  in  the  old  high  school  buildingf  near  the  North 
Attleborough  depot 

Some  time  about  the  banning  ot  the  present  cen- 
tury Boger  Farnum  had  a  distillery  on  Uie  south  aide 
of  Elm  Street^  between  the  laige  elm-tree  and  tlie  Ten- 
Mile  Biver.  Neither  history  nor  tradition  has  given 
the  amount  of  business  done.  The  building  was  blown 
down  in  the  gale  of  1815  and  never  rebuilk 

Oppoeite,  on  the  north  side  of  Elm  Street,  was  a 
tannery,  the  vats  being  in  the  low  ground  by  the  Ten- 
Mile  Biver.  At  this  period  leather  gloves  and  leather 
breeches  were  not  an  uncommon  line  of  manufactured 
goods,  but  we  are  not  aware  that  any  of  the  leather 
tanned  here  was  used  for  that  purpose. 

Near  by,  on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  David  Whit- 
ing occupied  the  first  shop  built  on  the  company's 
privileges.    Here  he  turned  hubs  and  wheels. 

Farther  down  Elm  Street,  but  northwest  of  the 
railroad  bridge,  iron  ore  has  been  quarried  within  tlie 
memory  of  men  now  living.  The  ore  was  carted  to 
an  adjoining  town  and  smelted.  This  industry  soon 
ceased. 

Nails  have  been  made  in  at  least  two  localities  in 
town.  The  first  was  at  the  old  factory  at  Whiting's 
Pond,  by  a  firm  composed  of  G^rge  Blackinton. 

Otuer  Facts.— Cigars  are  manufactured  at  Attle- 
borough Falls  byBandall  H.  Peirce,  and  at  North 
Attleborough  by  Martin  McDonald. 

Combs  were  made  in  the  State  in  the  early  part  of 
the  century.  Thitt  industry,  having  its  chief  seat  at 
Leominster  and  West  Newbury,  was  represented  in 
this  town,  Tifil  &  Whiting  being  the  leading  makers. 

Bliss  &  Dean  is  one  of  the  leading  firms  of  Attle- 
borough. The  business  now  conducted  by  them  was 
commenced  in  1856,  when  A.  M.  Everett,  Q.  A.  Dean, 
B.  Bliss,  S.  L.  Morse,  and  E.  S.  Capron  associated 
themselves  for  the  manufacture  of  jewelry  in  the  old 
car-shop,  under  the  name  of  Everett,  Dean  Sl  Co. 
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When  this  shop  was  burned,  in  1858,  they  moved  to 
the  manufactory  of  Archibald  Thompson.  L.  L. 
Morso  and  K  8.  Gapron  sold  out  in  1858,  and  B.  B. 
Day  came  into  the  firm  in  1859.  The  firm-name  was 
changed  to  Everett,  Day  &  Co.,  and  the  place  of  busi- 
ness was  established  in  its  present  location,  "The 
8team-Power  Building."  A.  M.  Everett  sold  his  in- 
terest in  July,  1867,  and  the  firm  was  now  Day,  Bliss 
A  Dean.  B.  B.  Day  withdrew  in  1871,  shortly  before 
his  decease,  and  the  name  of  the  firm  became  Bliss  & 
Dean.  The  class  of  goods  manufactured  in  the  early 
days  of  the  business  was  ladies'  sets,  bracelets,  and 
sleeve-bnttons.  During  the  last  fifteen  years  they 
hare  made  a  specialty  of  chains,  lockets,  and  brace- 
lets, all  rolled-gold  plated  goods.  They  employ  eighty 
hands. 

Short,  Nemey  &  Co.  commenced  business  in  the 
fall  of  1876,  in  the  manufactory  of  E.  A.  Robinson, 
near  the  depot.  Moved  in  September,  1881,  to  the 
new  manufactory  of  Joseph  M.  Bates.  The  members 
of  the  finn  are  M.  B.  Short,  Philip  Nemey,  and  J.  J. 
Norton.  They  make  a  specialty  of  rolled  gold  gents' 
▼estrchains.    They  employ  eighty  hands. 

J.  H.  Hodgeii  entered  upon  the  manufacture  of 
jewelry  in  E.  A.  Robinson's  shop  in  1874.  In  July, 
1877,  P.  M.  Carpenter  was  admitted  to  partnership, 
under  the  style  of  Hodges  &  Carpenter.  In  1881 
the  firm  moved  to  the  manufactory  of  J.  M.  Bates, 
where  they  now  make  a  specialty  of  gold  Masonic 
emblems.    They  give  employment  to  forty  hands. 

Hayward  &  Witherell  employ  twenty  hands  in  the 
manufacture  of  collar-buttons  and  a  variety  of  plated 
goods.  This  firm  was  organized  Jan.  1, 1873,  when 
Henry  L.  Hayward  and  Nelson  Carpenter  formed  a 
copartnership.  Mr.  Carpenter  sold  his  interest  to 
Proctor  E.  Witherell,  Oct.  21, 1879,  and  the  present 
firm-name  was  adopted,  with  an  increasing  business. 

Nelson  Carpenter,  since  withdrawing  from  the  firm 
of  Hayward  &  Carpenter,  has  carried  on  business 
alone,  first  in  D.  H.  Smith's  shop  and  afterwards  in 
his  present  location,  the  manufactory  of  J.  M.  Bates. 
He  successfully  employs  thirty-five  hands  in  the 
manufacture  of  pins,  ear-rings,  and  scarf-pins. 

W.  H.  Wilmarth  commenced  business  in  1872, 
when  W.  H.  A  J.  C.  Wilmarth  entered  upon  the 
manufacture  of  jewelry  in  Robinson's  old  shop,  under- 
the  name  of  Wilmarth  Brothers.  In  May,  1873,  J. 
W.  Luther  became  a  member  of  the  firm,  which  was 
then  styled  Luther  A  Wilmarth  Brothers.  Soon  after 
Willard  Wheeler  was  taken  into  partnership,  and  the 
business  was  conducted  under  the  stylo  of  Luther, 
Wilmarth  Brothers  A  Wheeler.  J.  C.  Wilmarth, 
Luther,  and  Wheeler  successively  retired,  and  in 
1876  the  whole  business  came  into  the  hands  of  W. 
H.  Wilmarth.  They  first  manufactured  rolled  plated 
chain,  then  brass  and  fire-gilt  chain,  afterwards  but- 
tons, and.  the  present  specialty  is  sleeve-buttons  and 
electro-plated  chain.  They  employ  one  hundred  and 
thirty-six  hands. 


Harris  &  Fisher  are  carrying  on  business  in  Robin- 
son's Union  Street  shop.  The  firm  commenced  work 
in  Robinson's  old  shop  in  1880.  In  the* same  year  J. 
K.  Ryder  entered  the  firm,  which  became  Harris, 
Fisher  A  Ryder.  Ryder  soon  retired,  and  the  orig- 
inal name  of  the  firm  was  resumed.  They  employ 
fifty-five  hands  in  the  manufacture  of  chains  and 
lockets. 

Oct.  5, 1864,  Dr.  J.  R  Bronson,  who  had  previously 
bought  the  coflln-trjmming  business  of  Mr.  Dilling- 
ham at  North  Attleborough,  associated  with  him 
William  D.  Wilmarth,  under  the  name  of  Bronson 
&  Wilmarth.  Continuing  business  there  for  a  few 
months,  the  firm  moved  to  the  old  shop  on  County  ^ 
Street,  Attleborough.  Dr.  Bronson  retired  April  4, 
1868,  and  Mr.  Wilmarth  continued  alone  Vintil  his 
death,  March  6,  1872.  The  same  business  is  now 
conducted  by  W.  W.  Wilmarth  &  Co.,  the  members 
of  the  firm  being  William  Howard  Wilmarth  and 
Louis  J.  Lamb.  They  manufacture  coflSn-trimmings 
and  ornaments,  employing  an  average  of  twenty-five 
hands. 

A  Busbee  &  Co.  commenced, the  manufacture  of 
jewelry  in  1868  in  one  of  the  old  shops  near  the  sta- 
tion of  the  Boston  and  Providence  Railroad  Com- 
pany, the  firm  then  being  Busbee  &  Bacon.  The 
partners  were  A.  Busbee  and  E.  Bacon.  In  three 
years  Charles  H.  Busbee  joined  the  firm  under  the 
present  style  of  A.  Busbee  &  Co.  They  built  and 
occupied  their  present  shop  in  1872.  They  manu- 
facture gilt  and  plated  jewelry,  their  specialty  being 
the  original  separable  sleeve-  and  collar-buttons. 
They  furnish  employment  to  seventy  hands,  and 
do  a  large  business. 

Smith,  Crosby  &  Smith  manufacture  fine  gold- 
front  plated  goods  of  all  kinds.  They  employ  fifty 
hands  and  fifteen  engravers.  Their  business  was 
established  in  1872,  the  members  of  the  firm  being 
W.  H.  Smith,  A.  R.  Crosby,  and  C.  E.  Smith. 

Streeter  Brothers  started  the  manufacture  of  jew- 
elry in  the  steam-power  building  in  the  fall  of  1867. 
They  moved  to  the  manufactory  of  W.  D.  Wilmarth. 
They  employ  twenty-five  hands  in  the  manufacture 
of  gilt  jewelry,  their  specialty  being  chains. 

The  firm  of  S.  W.  Gould  &  Co.  commenced  business 
in  January,  1880,  in  Robinson's  old  shop,  and  moved 
to  J.  M.  Bates'  Union  Street  shop  Jan.  1, 1881.  They 
employ*  sixty  hands  in  the  manufacture  of  rolled- 
gold  plated  goods  'for  ladies'  wear, — ^pins,  drops,  and 
sets. 

Cummings  &  Wexel  started  in  1871,  as  E.  H.  Cum- 
mings  &  Co.,  in  Robinson's  old  shop.  They  first 
manufactured  fine  sets  and  buttons.  Now  they  em- 
ploy seventy-five  hands  in  the  manufacture  of  sleeve- 
buttons  and  charms. 

.  The  Attleborough  Bank  was  chartered  in  1836,  and 
opened  a  banking- room  at  Attleborough.  In  1858  it 
was  removed  to  North  Attleborough,  where  it  is  now 
located.    The  presidents  of  the  institution,  with  their 
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dates  of  election,  are  K.  W.  Sanford,  Hay  9. 1886; 
Sainael  Carpenter,  Oct.  2,  1887;  L.  M,  WheaUm, 
Oct.  4,  1852;  £.  Ira  Bloharda,  Feb.  11,  1866;  and 
Daniel  Evans,  Jan.  ST,  1876.  The  bank  was  oifan- 
ized  as  a  national  bank  in  1866,  with  a  capital  of  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars.  The  institution  is  Torj 
successfully  managed.  Daniel  Efans,  president; 
Edward  R.  Price,  cashier. 

The  First  National  Bank  of  Attleborongh  was 
organized  in  1875.  Oapital,  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars.  The  first  president  was  Col.  Willaid  Biack- 
inton.  The  banking-rooms  are  in  Bturdy's  building, 
Attleborongh,  where  the  bank  does  a  good  bnsine«. 
President,  Joseph  M.  Bates;  Cashier,  Homer  M. 
Daggett. 

D.  H.  Smith  commenced  the  mannfactnre  of  Jew- 
elry  in  1865,  in  company  with  B.  N.  Carpenter,  H. 
Capron,  and  8.  Morse.  Within  a  few  years  he  bought 
the  interest  of  his  partners,  and  since  1869  has  con- 
ducted the  business  alone,  fle  now  employs  thirty- 
five  hands  in  the  manufacture  of  charms  and  brac^ 
lets.  • 

B.  B.  Macdonald  began  the  manufiusture  of  swiTels 
at  his  house  on  County  Street,  Attleborongh,  soon 
after  the  war,  as  Edward  A  John  Macdonald.  On  the 
death  of  his  father,  B.  B.  Macdonald  entered  upon 
the  manufacture  of  swivels  at  AtUeborou^,  which 
business  he  continued  until  1881,  when  he  com- 
menced the  manufacturing  of  gold-plated  chain  in 
the  manufactory  of  J.  M.  Bates  on  Union  Street. 
Number  of  hands  employed,  twenty-eight. 

Watson  &  Newell  date  the  commencement  of  their 
business  from  1878,  when  C.  D.  Cobb,  S.  W.  Gould, 
F.  A.  Newell,  C.  L.  Watson,  and  W.  A.  Battey  formed 
a  copartnership  under  the  style  of  Cobb,  Gould  &  Co. 
W.  A.  Bstteyretired  in  1874,  C.  D.  Cobb  in  1879,  and 
8.  W.  Gould  in  1880,  when  the  style  of  the  firm  be- 
came Watson  &  Newell.  They  manufacture  a  large 
line  of  gold-plated  goods,— cuff,  shawl,  and  lace  pins, 
and  collar-  and  sleeve-buttons.  They  fiirnish  employ- 
ment to  one  hundred  hands. 

J.  W.  Luther  &  Co.,  lapidaries,  employ  ten  hands 
in  lapidary  work  in  Bobinson's  manufactory.  They 
'     have  been  engaged  in  the  business  fourteen  years. 

Aside  from  Sunday-school  libraries  the  town  has 
^  the  library  of  the  Attleborongh  Library  Association. 
This  is  a  subscription  library  of  fifteen  hundred  vol- 
umes, and  was  founded  in  1864. 

The  public  library  of  the  Union  Improvement  Dis- 
trict was  established  by  subscription  in  1869.  In 
1876,  the  subscribers  gave  their  property,  consisting 
of  one  thousand  volumes  of  standard  works,  to  the 
Union  Improvement  District,  North  Attleborongh, 
and  since  that  time  the  library  has  been  supported 
by  taxation,  and  is  free  to  all  residents  in  the  village 
of  North  Attleborongh.  The  number  of  volumes  is 
about  three  thousand.  Prudential  Committee,  Jo- 
,  seph  G,  Harden,  Francis  G.  Pate,  and  B.  Porter,  Jr. 
Librarian,  John  Ward. 


In  addition  to  thcM  libraries  the  town  Mjoja  tbo 
advantagos  of  two  excdlent  weakly  pepei%  the  AUh' 
borwigk  CTfwifatoand  Pit  AUkborougk  Adw$iml$.  Thegr 
with  pen  and  pencil  portray  the  boqr  Bfc  of  Attle- 
borough  and  ftimiah  memorials  on  whidi  the  Ibton 
explorer  may  lean  as  he  takes  up  and  brinfi  Ibrwaid 
the  chain  of  hiitoiy.  The  former  waa  ertaMtihed 
Feb.  %  187S,  by  Walttt  Phillipa.  Before  the  doae  of 
the  year  E.  K.  Dunbar  waa  admitted  to  paitaenhip, 
and  the  iirm  became  Phillipa  St  Dunbar.  They  weie 
succeeded  by  Dunbar  A  Quinn.  Then  E.  K.  Dunbar 
became  the  editor  and  proprietor.  Eliot  Hunt  beoune 
a  partner  and  owner,  and  eventually  bought  out  K 
K.  Dunbar.  The  peper  ia  now  published  by  BUot 
Hunt  A  Co.  The  AdwaeaU  ia  published  Iqr  E.  H. 
Sweet  A  Co.,  at  Attleborouglu 

Altogether  Attleborongh  is  a  very  boqr  plaee,  where 
loafing  finds  it  difficult  to  resist  opportunitiea  tar  work, 
and  it  haa  possibilities  of  progress  unsnrpasMd  by  any 
town  in  the  State. 

Social  Organitations.— The  aodal  oiganiMtions 
of  Attleborongh  are  numerous.  The  oldest  and  the 
only  one  which  dates  back  into  the  last  oentnry  is 
Bristol  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Maaona.  The 
lodge  began  ila  existence  June  14, 1797,  under  a 
charter  granted  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Mort 
Ancient  and  Honorable  Society  of  Fvee  and  Aoeepted 
Masons  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Msssschusetts,  to 
a  membership  residing  in  AtUeborough,  Mansfield, 
Norton,  Pawtucket,  Behoboth,  and  Taunton.  This 
charter  bears  the  signature  of  the  fiunous  Bevoln- 
tionary  worthy,  Paul  Bevere,  Grand  Master  of  the 
order  at  that  time.  Its  speech  is  thus  "  of  patriotiam 
and  courage,  of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  of  finee 
government,"  as  often  as  the  eye  rests  upon  the  an- 
cient charter. 

'phe  lodge  was  established  at  Norton,  where  it  held 
its  meetings  until  Dec.  11, 1811,  when  it  waa  removed 
to  Attleborongh.  March  10, 1880,  tlie  Grand  Lodge 
authorized  it  to  assemble  at  North  Attleborough. 

In  1888  the  prosperity  of  Bristol  Lodge  waned, 
and  its  charter  was  returned  to  the  Grand  Lodge; 
but  upon  the  petition  of  old  members  the  time-honored 
document  was  restored  Sept.  14,  1859,  since  which 
time  the  lodge  has  steadily  advanced  in  meiubeiship 
and  influence.  Its  ftnely-appointed  hall  was  appro- 
priately dedicated  Feb.  9, 1876. 

The  names  of  the  Past  Masters  since  the  restora- 
tion of  the  charter  are  Willard  Blackinton,  Samuel 
8.  Ginnode,  Charles  £.  Smith,  John  B.  Maintain, 
Thomas  G.  Sandland,  Obcd  C.  l^iruer,  Francis  S. 
Fairbanks,  Samuel  II.  Bugbee,  Arthur  E.  Codding, 
and  James  A.  Codding.  The  present  oiHcers  are: 
W.  M.,  Theodore  B.  Hazzard;  S.  W.,  Walter  £. 
Barden ;  J.  W.,  Elton  I.  Franklin ;  Trees,,  George  E. 
Hawes ;  Sec,  Rev.  W.  Henry  Kling. 

Ezekiel  Bates  Ix>dge  was  organised  at  Attleborough 
by  Master  Masons  from  Bristol  Lodge,  Jan.  12, 1870, 
under  a  dispensation  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massa- 
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diusettn.  At  the  expiration  of  tlie  diRpcnfuition  the 
grand  officers  came  to  Attleborongh,  instituted  the 
lodge,  and  installed  its  oflicers,  Sept.  6,  1871.  The 
growth  of  the  lodge  has  been  continuous  and  rapid, 
and  it  now  numbers  one  hundred  and  thirteen  mem- 
bers. Officers :  W.  M.,  WiJliani  J.  Thompson ;  8.  W., 
D.  £.  Makepeace ;  J.  W.,  N.  Justin  Smith ;  Trcas., 
Fred.  O.  Mason ;  Sec.,  O.  P.  Richardson,  Jr. 

All  the  other  ranks  known  to  the  craft  have  flour- 
ishing organisations  in  the  Attleborough  Council, 
Bristol  Cominandery  of  KnighU  Templar,  and  King 
Hiram  Royal  Arch  Chapter. 

The  Independent  Order  of  Odd-Fellows  com- 
niencrcd  their  history  here  thirty-seven  years  ago, 
Aurora  Ix>dgc,  No.  107,  having  been  inntiluted  Jan. 
29,  184G.  The  charter  nicnibcrs  were  Abraham  Hay- 
wan],  Thaddeus  Phelps,  Alfred  Barrows,  Joseph  D. 
Peirce,  Lemuel  Bishop,  Daniel  Evans,  Benjamin  F. 
Hammar,  and  Samuel  D.  Forte.  The  first  elective 
officers  were  Abraham  Hay  ward,  N.  G. ;  Thaddeus 
rhel|Hi,  V.  G.;  Albert  Tim,  Treas. ;  and  Daniel 
Evans,  Sec.  The  first  lodgc-roora  was  the  second 
story  of  a  school-house  at  West  Attleborough.  The 
second  was  Howard  Hall,  now  completely  remodeled, 
the  home  of  Bristol  Lodge,  Washington  Street,  North 
Attleborough.  The  third  and  last  is  Odd-Fellows' 
building,  which  both  in  appearance  and  construction 
is  one  of  the  best  structures  in  town,  and  a  monument 
to  the  works  of  the  order.  Its  cost  was  twenty  thou- 
sand dollars. 

The  lodge  now  numbers  one  hundred  and  fifly 
members.  Officers:  N.  G.,  H.  Eugene  Coombs; 
V.  G.,  William  D.  Wennell ;  Permanent  Sec,  Am- 
brose Kurtx;  Treas.,  Thomas  C.  Sandland;  Sec., 
Dsivid  Thoni|Mon. 

In  process  of  time,  with  the  growth  of  the  town 
and  increase  of  membership,  there  came  a  demand 
for  a  lodge  of  the  order  at  Attleborough,  and  Orient 
Lodge,  No.  165,  was  instituted  Oct  2,  1873,  with 
nearly  cme  hundred  members,  zealous  followers  of 
friendship,  love,  and  truth.  The  lodge  is  making  a 
creditable  record  in  the  charities  of  Odd-Fellowship. 
The  officers  are:  N.  G.,  Herbert  A.  Clark;  V.  G., 
Frank  S.  Sweet;  Treas.,  Nehemiah  Hicks;  Perma- 
nent Sec.,  John  Slater ;  Bee.  Sec.,  Charles  W.  Black- 
inton. 

The  Patriarchal  branch  of  the  order  was  organ- 
ized in  Attleborough,  Aug.  5,  1846,  when  Howard 
Encampment,  No.  19,  commenced  its  somewhat 
checkered  existence.  Some  time  afler,  in  the  fluc- 
tuations of  Odd-Fellowship,  it  weakened  and  died. 
The  charter  was  restored  and  the  encampment  re- 
instituted  Feb.  21,  1876,  since  which  time  it  has  en- 
joyed a  healthy  growth,  and  now  numbers  sixty 
members.  Officers:  C.  P.,  John  P.  Bennett;  H.  P., 
John  Ward;  S.  W.,  David  Thompson;  F.  S.,  G. 
Frank  Jackson ;  Treas.,  Francis  G.  Pate ;  S.,  Albert 
Totten. 

The  Knights  of  Pythias  have  in  Sumner  Lodge, 


No.  62,  an  active  lodge  of  sixty  members.  The  lodge 
occupies  a  hall  in  Barrow's  block.  North  Attleborough, 
where  they  have  every  advantage  that  such  an  or- 
ganization requires.  The  officers  are:  Chancellor 
Commander,  Frank  A.  Bates;  Vice-Chancellor,  Frank 
W.  Gardner;  P.,  Thomas  McAlpine;  M.  of  £.,  Dex« 
ter  E.  Hawkins;  M.  of  F.,  Obediah  Lyon;  K.  of  R. 
and  S.,  Thomas  J.  Halliday  ;  M.  at  A.,  H.  R.  Packard. 

Among  the  more  recently  organized  beneficial  as- 
sociations are  Washington  Lodge,  No.  1840,  Knights 
of  Honor;  Magnolia  Council,  No.  121,  and  Massasoit 
Council,  No.  270,  American  Legion  of  Honor;  and 
Attleborough  Council,  No.  366,  Royal  Arcanum.  All 
are  of  recent  origin,  but  at  a  reasonable  cost  afford 
the  best  life  insurance. 

Washington  Lodge,  No.  1840,  Knights  of  Honor, 
was  organized  by  the  authority  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Massachusetts  with  nineteen  charter  members. 
The  officers  are  Thomas  Schofield,  Dictator;  F.  S. 
Fairbanks,  Vice-Dictator;  Gardner  Warren,  Assistant 
Dictator;  J.  J.  Morse,  Treasurer;  L.  H.  Pherson, 
Financial  Reporter;  Rev.  W.  Henry  Kling,  Chap- 
lain ;  George  W.  Cheever,  Guide ;  Henry  C.  Cowell, 
Guardian;  W.  E.  Barden,  Sentinel.  The  present 
number  of  members,  April,  1888,  is  twenty-seven. 

The  Attleborough  Council  of  the  Royal  Arcanum 
was  instituted  by  officers  of  the  Grand  Council  of 
Massachusetts  Aug.  8,  1879,  with  twenty  charter 
members.  The  council  is  in  a  highly  prosperous 
condition,  with  a  membership  of  fifly  persons.  By  its 
laws  each  full  rate  member  has  an  insurance  of  three 
thousand  dollars ;  half-rate  members,  fifteen  hundred 
dollars.  The  officers  of  the  council  are  Regent, 
Charles  E.  Hay  ward;  Vice-Regent,  S.  R.  Briggs; 
Orator,  Benjamin  P.  King ;  Past  Regent,  Charles  O. 
Sweet;  Chaplain,  Warren  Parker;  Guide,  William 
Nerney;  Secretary,  Job  B.  Savery;  Treasurer,  J. 
Shepard  Richards ;  Collector,  Charles  A.  Witherell ; 
Warden,  Charles  H.  Power;  Sentinel,  Henry  B.  Lin- 
nell. 

Magnolia  Council  of  the  American  Legion  of  Honor 
was  organized  March  16,  1880,  with  thirty  charter 
members.  The  present  officers  are:  Commander,  Wil- 
liam H.  Blaney ;  Vice-Commander,  M.  J.  Angell ; 
Past  Commander,  Dr.  George  Mackie;  Treasurer, 
Job  B.  Savery ;  Collector,  A.  F.  Thompson  ;  Chap- 
lain, M.  F.  Whitney ;  Warden,  E.  A.  Fuller;  Sentry, 
George  P.  Williams. 

Massasoit  Council,  No.  270,  of  the  same  order,  was 
instituted  at  North  Attleborough,  July  80, 1880,  with 
nineteen  charter  members.  Officers:  Commander, 
Thomas  R.  Jones ;  Vice-Commander,  Obediah  Lyon ; 
Orator,  Charles  T.  Guild ;  Past  Commander,  William 
H.  Barnes ;  Secretary,  A.  R.  Morse ;  Collector,  H.  M. 
Scribner ;  Treasurer,  H.  K.  Sturdy ;  Chaplain,  H.  R. 
Kendall;  Guide,  F.  W.  Holmes;  Warden,  W.  P. 
Whittemore;  Sentry,  Samuel  B.  Hamblin.  The 
number  of  members  has  increased  since  its  organiza- 
tion to  thirty. 
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Dionys  Lodge,  No.  817,  is  a  similar  association, 
composed  of  citizens  of  German  descent.  Officers: 
O.  B.,  Cliarles  Albert;  U.  B.,  Anton  Braunwart; 
Corre«ponding  Secretary,  Martin  Klaus;  Financial 
Secretary,  Augustus  Schubert;  Treasurer,  Robert 
Sclioltze. 

The  North  Attteborough  Board  of  Trade  dates  its 
existence  from  December  27, 1880.  It  numbers  sixty 
members,  among  whom  are  many  of  the  wealthy  and 
influential  business  men  of  Attleborough  Falls,  North 
Attleborough,  and  Plainville.  Its  officers  are:  Presi- 
dent, Handel  N.  Daggett;  Vice-Presidents,  Henry  F. 
Barrows,  Samuel  £.  Fisher,  and  Edward  R.  Price; 
Secretary,  Fred.  B.  Byram;  Treasurer,  Randolph 
Knupp. 

Turning  away  from  these  benevolent  institutions  of 
the  enlightened  nineteenth  century,  but  pursuing  our 
research  on  hospitable  thoughts  intent,  we  come  to 
the  Attleborough  Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  Associa- 
tion. This  society  was  formed  in  1869,  near  the  close 
of  the  most  eventful  decade  in  our  country's  history. 
The  association  soon  afler  purchased  grounds  and 
erected  exhibition  buildings  at  Attleborough  Falls. 
The  buildings  and  grounds  are  in  excellent  condition, 
and  the  track  is  one  of  the  best  in  New  England. 
The  number  of  members  is  three  hundred  and  fifty, 
comprising  many  of  the  leading  citizens  of  Attlebor- 
ough and  adjoining  towns.  The  annual  fairs  of  the 
association  are  looked  forward  to  as  the  harvest  festi- 
val of  tlie  year.  The  officers  of  the  society  are :  Presi- 
dent, Charles  E.  Hay  ward;  Treasurer,  John  Thacher; 
Secretary,  Frederick  B.  Byram. 

These  extensive  industries  sustain  two  national 
banks  and  a  savings-bank,  and  the  institutions  are 
successfully  managed. 

The  Attleborough  Savings-Bank  was  incorporated 
by  an  act  of  the  Legislature  Feb.  2,  1860. 

In  about  a  year  from  that  time  the  corporators  or- 
ganized by  the  choice  of  Ezekiel  Bates  as  president 
and  W.  ir.  Robinson  as  vice-president.  The  corpo- 
ration became  depositors  and  workmen,  and  men  of 
business  soon  recognized  the  advantages  of  a  secure 
place  for  the  saving  and  investing  of  the  unemployed 
receipts  of  their  industry.  The  number  and  amount 
of  the  deposits  have  rapidly  increased  from  the  first 
year  of  its  existence.  The  corporators  are  men  of 
business  sagacity,  and  under  their  careful  manage- 
ment this  savings-bank  has  often  been  pronounced 
one  of  the  soundest  in  the  State.  Total  deposits, 
$500,000.  President,  Abial  Codding;  Secretary  and 
Treason rer,  Edward  R.  Price. 

An  Ancient  Building.—Attlcbonmgli  owns  one 
historic  building,  the  Old  Powdcr-Honse  at  West 
Attleborough.  The  building  is  circular  in  form, 
about  twelve  feet  in  diameter,  and  capped  with  a 
conical  roof.  It  is  built  of  brick,  and  the  order  of 
the  selectmen  for  payment  shows  that  six  thousand 
were  used  in  its  construction. 

Its  erection  was  authorized  by  a  town-meeting  held 


Sept.  20, 1768,  when,  in  the  language  of  the  record,  it 
was 

"Voted  to  build  a  house  for  Keeping  the  town 
stock  of  Ammunition  in  for  the  futer,  and  pruncaded 
to  choae  a  commety  for  that  purpoee,  namely,  Capt 
John  Stearns,  Capt.  baniel  Read,  and  Capt.  Henry 
Sweate  ware  chosen  a  Commety  for  that  purpoe,  and 
then  the  commety  went  and  looked  a  place  to  set  sd 
house  and  they  said  that  they  found  a  place  in  Jacob 
Newell's  land  which  sd  Newell  said  he  would  give 
the  land  to  build  the  house  upon."     * 

To  confirm  a  promise  then  given,  and  to  secure  the 
righta  of  *'  ye  People,"  Jacob  Newell,  who  was  at 
that  time  town  treasurer,  nmdc  the  following  entry  in 
the  town  records  in  his  own  hand : 


**  Where  M  ye  Town  of  AUIulioruugli  Iwve  ngruod  to  Hiiltl  a  l*uwtl«r 
bouM  Aod  net  ed  Iioum  od  ye  llisli  Hill  MiaUunlly  fruiu  ye  lltwtliis-lIo«i«e 
on  my  lAnd  I  give  liberty  to  eet  ed  ITotue  their,  and  abo  for  my  Ilt^lni 
and  aeHignii  I  agree  ye  l*oo]do  ehall  have  I^lberty  to  I*«jm  to  and  from  ed 
IIouM  to  carry  their  l*owder  or  any  other  amudidtlou  and  bring  of 
again  ye  aauie  at  any  time  or  Uuieeao  tliai  thvy  In  I'tteeing  Uvguriy  Nut 
to  I«eve  I>uwn  fiance  or  any  KncloMn  thing  to  1K>  llannige 

aa  witn«*sa  my  hand—  Jacob  Nkwkll. 

**  Attlbbobouqii,  Oct.  ye  4th  1708.** 

It  is  inferred  that  the  committee  above  chosen  had 
full  powers,  inasmuch  as  they  proceeded  to  build  the 
house  in  October  and  November,  and  settled  their 
account  in  December. 

How  much  ammunition  was  stored  in  the  edifice 
the  records  do  not  state.  In  1775,  Col.  John  Daggett 
supplied  his  command  from  its  stores  to  capture  the 
Tories  in  the  Assonett  expedition,  and  the  quantity 
taken  was  replaced  by  a  vote  of  the  town  the  next 
year.  It  was  a  place  of  security  for  materials  of  war 
during  the  Revolution  and  the  war  of  1812. 
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UKUVKV   M.  UiniAHDS. 

Hervey  M.  liiclmrds  was  born  on  the  11th  <if  July, 
1812.  Hi.s  father.  Manning  llichards,  owned  and 
worked  a  small  farm  about  two  miles  from  the  village 
of  North  Attleborough,  and  at  the  same  time,  having 
considerable  knowledge  of  the  business,  uiigmented 
his  income  by  the  manufacture  of  jewelry,  for  which 
purpose  he  had  erected  a  small  shop  on  the  farm. 
lie  tmbscquently  removed  to  the  village,  and  while 
keeping  a  small  country  store,  continued  in  a  simdl 
way  the  manufactuie  of  jewelry,  with  others  laying 
the  foundatitm  on  which  the  town  has  since  became 
the  principal  seat  of  this  industry  in   New  lOngland. 

In  182G,  Manning  Richards  died,  and,  having  met 
with  reverses,  left  his  family  without  means,  and 
upon  the  son,  then  a  lad  of  fourteen  years,  devolved 
the  duty  of  supjiorting  his  widowed  mother  and  his 
hibters.  Ohccrrully  essaying  the  task  he  a)>prcnticcd 
hiuiscir  to  his  uncle,  Ira  Richards,  who  simiii  after 
became  a   partner   with    Draper,   Tifll   &  Co.,  with 
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whom  lie  finislied  hin  tnule  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
ycnrw.  I  faviiig  lonnicil  the  art  of  jewelry  inainifaetiire, 
:iih1  h:iviii)<;  «hiriii)];  that  |»erio«l  Kavr<1  a  little  iiMMiey, 
he  eiitered  iiit«»  biiHiiiesM  for  himself.  Supplying  in 
ener«;y  an«1  industry  wliat  lie  laekcd  in  capital,  the 
proHpcc'tH  of  IiIm  RUcceHH  ami  the  ultimate  enlarge* 
ment  «if  his  husinens  were  very  promising,  but  disas- 
ter overtook  him.  Ills  little  shop  was  burned  to  the 
ground,  and  nothing  remained  for  him  but  to  begin 
the  struggle  anew,  lie  immediately  entered  into 
pnrtiierxhip  with  George  Morse,  a  gocul  mechanic, 
under  the  firm-name  of  Morse  &  Kichards,  and  con- 
tinued the  manufacture  of  jewelry.  In  this  second 
venture  Jie  was  more  successful,  realizing  haiiflsomely  j 
on  the  goods  manufactured  by  the  firm,  a  result  j 
largely  due  to  his  sngacity  as  a  falcsman.  It  was  the 
rust  mil  in  th«»se  days  for  manufacturers  personally  to 
carry  the  prmlucts  of  their  Inbor  and  skill  to  the  com- 
mercial centres  of  the  country,  nnd  there  find  pur- 
chasers for  llicni.  This  c«)urse  Mr.  Itichards  fmrsucd 
with  excellent  succ(»Hs.  Subsc<iuontly,  Ira  llichards, 
his  son  Vj.  Ini,  and  II.  M.  Iticliards,  formed  a  new 
firm  under  the  firm-nnino  of  Ira  llichards  &  Co. 
Alnmt  1X37,  II.  M.  llichards  sold  his  interest  and  re- 
niove<l  to  IMiiladelphia,  where  he  was  at  first  very 
successful,  but  owing  to  unfortunate  speculations  he 
lost  all  his  property. 

In  184.*^  he  returned  to  North  Attleborough,  and, 
with  the  assistance  of  his  uncle  Ira,  again  entered 
into  the  business  of  jewelry  manufacture  with  suc- 
cess. From  that  time  until  1857,  Mr.  Richards  did 
much  to  promote  the  growth  and  general  prosperity 
of  Attleborough.  Rut  in  the  latter  year,  having  built 
the  extensive  stone  factory  at  Attleborough  Falls,  now 
owne<l  and  occupied  by  J  I.  N.  Daggett,  and  holding 
a  large  amount  of  real  estate  on  which  he  could  not 
realize,  he  was  obliged  to  succumb  to  the  panic  of 
that  eventful  year. 

Alter  recovering  in  a  measure  from  this  misfortune, 
Mr.  irirhards,  in  184>3,  removed  his  business  to  No.  7 
(.ireen  Street,  IVoston,  and  receiving  his  sou,  IC.  II. 
Richards,  into  partnership,  under  the  firm-name  of 
II.  M.  Kichards  ^  Co.,  a  large  and  prosperous  busi- 
ness ill  the  manufacture  of  jewelry  and  fancy  metal- 
work  has  been  established.  In  1856-57,  Mr.  Richards 
wits  elected  to  the  lower  branch  of  the  Ijcgislatiire  of 
Massachusi*tts,  and  in  18G2-(i3  he  wiui  a  member  of 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  Richards  has  been  twice  married ;  first  to  Juline, 
daughter  of  David  Capron,  June  3,  1833.  They  had 
no  children  of  their  own,  but  they  kindly  adopted 
Eugene  II.  Richards,  a  notice  of  whom  appears  in  this 
work,  and  Marion  Fell  Richards,  wife  of  Charles  A. 
Gilchrist,  a  jeweler  at  43  Haverhill  Street,  Boston. 
He  was  at  one  time  in  business  with  Mr.  Richards. 
They  have  four  children, — Ellen  J.,  Carrie  L.,  Juline 
C.,  and  Grace  M.  Mr.  Richards  married  fo^  his  second 
wife,  November,  1867,  Mrs.  Anjanett  P.  Balcom, 
daughter  of  Remember  Carpenter,  of  Pawtucket.  R.  I. 


STEPHEN  RICHARDSON. 

Stephen  Richardson,  son  of  Noah  and  Irene  (TUicon) 
Richardson,  was  born  in  Attleborough,  Mass.,  Nov. 
10,  1815. 

The  Richardson  family,  originally  of  Scandinavian 
origin,  came  from  England  to  America  among  the 
settlers  of  Massachusetts  and  Plymouth  colonies,  and 
has  been  a  numerous  one  in  Attleborough.  Several 
different  families  of  this  name  settled  here  early. 
Four  brothers — Stephen,  John,  William,  and  Seth, 
— were  of  this  line,  coming  probably  from  Woburn, 
as  we  find  the  name  Stephen  and  Daniel  prominent 
for  several  successive  generations  in  that  town.  From 
Sfcphcn  came  Daniel,  born  March  1741-42.  He  mar- 
ried Sarah  Read,  and  had  three  sons, — Daniel,  Alfred, 
and  Noah.  Noah,  father  of  the  subject  of  our  sketch, 
was  born  June  27, 1780.  Noah  was  a  farmer  and  nail- 
maker  in  fair  circumstances,  and  lived  on  the  east  road 
from  East  Attleborough  to  North  Attleborough,  al- 
most immediately  op|M)site  the  present  residence  of 
John  T.  Rates.  This  old  home  of  his  ancestors  was 
his  residence  during  life,  and  is  still  in  possession  of 
the  family.  He  had  children, — Sylvester,  Alfred,  8i- 
leiia  (married  Charles  P.  Day),  Stephen,  Charles  B., 
Eliza  (married  Angus  McDonald)  and  Mary  C.  He 
died,  aged  fifty-five  years.  His  wife  survived  him 
long,  dying  in  1864,  aged  eighty-four.  Noah  was  an 
unpretentious,  quiet  citizen,  liberal  withal,  and  well 
liked.  He  was  buried  at  Attleborough,  but  the  re- 
mains of  himself  and  wife  were  transferred  to  Mount 
Hope  Cemetery. 

Stephen  remained  with  his  father  until  he  was  past 
fifteen,  when  he  went  to  learn  the  jewelry  trade  with 
Calvin  llichards,  at  North  Attleborough,  in  the  fac- 
tory located  on  the  grounds  adjoining  the  Calvin 
Richards  homestead,  now  occupied  by  Abiel  Codding. 
Here  he  remained  acquiring  a  good  practical  knowl- 
edge of  his  trade  for  several  years,  when  he  formed  a 
partnership  with  Abiel  Codding  to  manufacture  jew- 
elry. This  was  in  1830.  They  first  occupied  a  small 
building  on  Elm  Street,  near  Ten-Mile  River,  oppo- 
site the  old  Bark  house,  belonging  to  Samuel  Dra- 
per; second,  a  small  building  adjoining  the  Preston 
Draper  house,  opposite  the  WamsuttA  House.  This 
firm  was  Richardson  h  Codding,  and  continued  one 
year.  In  1837,  Mr.  Richardson  married  Ann  Janette 
F.,  daughter  of  Manning  and  Susan  (Everett)  Rich- 
ards. She  was  born  in  North  Attleborough.  The 
young  couple  residecl  with  her  mother,  a  widow,  until 
some  time  afler  the  birth  of  their  oldest  child,  Clar- 
ence H.,  who  was  born  Jan.  18,  1838.  They  then  re- 
moved to  a  tenement  owned  by  Dennis  Everett,  lo- 
cated on  Washington  Street,  in  the  rear  of  Richard 
Everett's  residence  on  Elm  Street.  Here  Frank  was 
born  in  1841.  After  Mr.  Codding*s  retirement  from 
the  firm,  Mr.  Richardson  continued  business  alone. 
When  C.  Richard  retired  from  business,  he  took  his 
shop,  and  removed  his  residence  at  the  same  time.  He 
associated  with  him  in  business  David  Capron,  under 
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the  firm-name  of  Stephen  Richardson  &  Co.  While 
here  Edgur  wus  born.  Their  buuineiM  extending, 
after  some  time  they  moved  their  factory  to  the  build- 
ing previously  occupied  by  Draper  &  Tiffl,  on  the  site 
where  now  stands  C.  B.  Thompson's  store.  Mr.  Rich- 
ardson then  changed  his  residence  to  a  part  of  John 
Ti ill's  house.  Here  Janette  Everett,  his  daughter, 
wiis  born.  Siie  married  Eugene  K.  Dunbar,  son  of  Rev. 
Melzar  Dunbar,  of  Machias,  Me.  Her  husband  was 
the  founder  of  the  AUleborouyh  Chronicle^  which  he 
conducted  successfully  for  some  time.  They  now  re- 
side in  Hoston. 

.Stephen  Richardson  h  Co.  continued  here  in  busi- 
ness until  1848  making  goods,  and,  as  was  then  the 
general  custom,  traveling  around  the  county  to  dis- 
I)osc  ol'  them,  sometimes  selling  and  sometimes  trading 
for  other  articles.  They  were  fortunate.  They  made 
good  work,  were  lucky  in  their  designs,  which  were 
quite  popular,  and  made  money.  On  one  "  hit,"  a 
new  style  of  ring,  they  made  about  ton  thousand  dol- 
lars. Their  limited  quarters  becoming  far  too  small, 
in  1848  Mr.  Richardson  erected  a  factory  two  stories 
high,  forty  by  thirty  feet,  and  moved  thither  the  same 
year.  This  building  necessitated  tlie  opening  of  a 
new  street,  which  Wiis  called  ICjiat  Street.  Tlic  same 
year  he  built  the  beautiful  residence  on  the  front  of 
the  same  lot,  which,  altered  in  some  respects,  is  now 
the  residence  of  his  son  Clarence.  This  was  at  tliat 
time  the  finest  residence  in  the  place.  His  family 
removed  thither  on  its  completion,  and  this  was  his 
home  during  life,  and  here  was  born  his  youngest 
son,  Stephcii,  wiio  died  early.  The  partnership  with 
Mr.  Oapron  continued  several  years.  Tliey  employed 
about  forty  hands,  and  did  the  largest  business  in 
their  line,  which  soon  cimipelled  doubling  the  capacity 
of  their  factory.  Alter  Mr.  Ca|)nm's  retiring  from 
the  tirm,  Mr.  Richardson  continued  alone,  and  with 
Samuel  11.  Miller,  as  Richardson  &  Miller,  until  185G. 
Previous  to  this  nearly  all  the  representatives  of 
mannfiicturiiig  jewelers  in  New  York  City  were  ex- 
hibiting their  goods  in  rooms  in  the  Western  Motel, 
well  remembered  by  those  in  the  trade  of  those  days. 
Mr.  Richardson  was  among  the  fn-st  t(»  make  the  new 
departure  (»f  a  separate  oilice  and  a  eonslanl  supply  of 
goods,  an<l  the  lirm  opened  an  oHice  at  No.  21  Maiden 
Lane,  corner  Niis^au,  changing  ils  location  to  177 
IJroadway  about  1857.  in  the  first  of  his  business 
career  Mr.  Kieliardson  manulmttured  a  variety  of 
rings,  ])ins,  and  chains.  Afterwards  a  line  of  novel- 
ties was  taken  up,  and  this  house  was  i)erha])s  the 
very  first  to  depart  from  the  legitimate  jewelry  busi- 
ness and  take  u])  the  making  of  novelties.  iJesides 
their  own  make  of  goods  they  handled  the  work  of 
one  factory  at  Attleborongh  Falls,  two  at  South  At- 
tleborough,  one  at  Wrenthaui,  and  became  one  of  the 
largest,  if  not  the  lairgest,  importing  house  of  French 
jewelry  in  America,  employing  a  resident  buyer  in 
Paris.  A  Philadelphia  oilice  was  also  established. 
From  185(3,  Mr.  Richardson  continued  alone,  confining 


himself  to  domestic  goods,  and  giving  the  ini|Hirting 
business  to  others.  July  1,  1851),  Olarence  l»ec;iiue 
associated  with  his  father,  and  tlioy  foniicd  the  firm 
of  Steplien  Ricliardson  i^  Co.,  wliicli  soon  employed 
one  hundred  and  more  hands  in  factory,  besides  many 
outside.  While  in  the  full  tide  of  suc^^essful  and  re- 
munerative business,  in  August,  1870,  their  factory 
was  totally  destroyed  by  Arc.  Tlii.s,  until  ISt^i*,  had 
l>een  supplied  with  horse-|>ower,  then  steaui-|K>wcr 
had  been  introduced.  Afler  tlie  Ore  Mr.  Richardson, 
witli  characteristic  energy  and  promptitude,  t<H>k 
rooms  in  the  Whiting  I^fanufacturing  0*nipany'.> 
building,  and  in  ten  days'  time  was  at  work  in  those 
quarters,  and  immediately  began  a  new  building  on 
tlie  site  of  the  burneil  factory,  to  be  three  stories, 
main  building  with  an  L.  The  length  of  the  main 
building  was  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet,  width  thirty- 
three  feet,  containing  a  twenty-five  horse-power  en- 
gine. This  building  was  vigorously  constructed,  anti 
they  occupic<l  it  Feb.  1,  1871,  with  one  hundred  and 
thirty-five  operatives.  The  business  ctuitinued  pros- 
perous. They  established  a  large  export  trade  in 
Cuba  and  European  {Mirts,  and  to  this  bnsinc^ss  all 
Mr.  Richardson's  active  ellbrts  wore  given  until  his 
deal h,  1^1  arch  1,  1S77.  His  fir.^t  wife  died  in  July, 
18G2,  and  in  1808  he  nuirricd  I^lrs.  Sarah  M.  Riclmrds, 
widow  of  Egbert  8.  Richards,  who  survives  him. 

Mr.  Richardson  was  a  tmblic-spirited  citizen,  and 
did  much  to  build  up  the  various  worthy  enter- 
prises of  his  town.  He  was  a  large  owner  of  real 
estate;  opened  up  Fisher  Street  and  built  several 
buildings.  He  was  one  of  the  promoters  and  a 
director  of  the  Gas  Company:  also  of  the  Branch 
Railroad;  was  also  stockholder  and  for  many  years 
director  of  the  Wrcnthani  Hank;  was  a  st^ickholilcr 
of  the  Northern  liank  of  Providence;  ami  purcbiUHctl 
the  site,  and,  with  his  fellow-members  of  the  North 
Attleborongh  Ihiilding  Association,  erectetl  the  Warn- 
sutta  l>lock.  We  can  give  no  lH>lt<'r  tribute  to  his  char- 
acter than  that  contained  in  the  following  extract  from 
an  article  written  by  11.  N.  Daggett,  who  knew  him 
intimately  f(»r  years  as  boy  and  man:  "  He  received 
from  his  parents,  who  wt^re  in  hunddc  circumstances, 
no  propi.rty,  and  wa^  eonipi^lled  to  struggle  during 
his  minority  for  the  support  of  himself  and  parent>. 
He  was  sehotded  in  all  the  trials  of  poverty  and  want 
in  his  youth,  and  arose,  unaided,  superior  to  both.  He 
was  truly  and  in  every  sense  of  the  wonl  a  self-made 
man.  His  early  educational  advantages  were  limited 
in  the  extreme,  compared  with  the  advantages  and 
facilities  ol  tin;  present  day.  Notwithstanding  the^-^e 
ileprivations  he  acMpiired,  by  contact  with  the  world 
and  self-culture,  a  good  business  education.  He  pos- 
sessL'd  good  natural  ahilities,  a  mind  aetive  and 
evenly  balanced,  a  kind  and  generous  disposition. 
At  his  nuijority  he  became  anxious  to  rise  in  the  world 
and  improve  the  tahMits  Ciod  had  given  him.  With- 
out money  or  friends  to  help  him,  hy  dint  of  energv, 
perseverance,  and   honesty  of  purpo.se,  he  succeeded 


■'/ h /'/',' r/i'  i"n^''/f^','' 


ATTLBBOROUGH. 


575 


in  attaining  a  fortune  and  a  good  name.  He  used  his 
wealth  for  his  own  and  others'  good.  He  possessed 
one  virtue  which  was  pre-eminent,  charity.  He  was 
truly  benevolent  and  generous  to  a  fault,  and  was  a 
dispenser  of  charity  all  the  days  of  his  life.  Many  a 
poor  plodder  of  earth  will  sadly  miss  his  beneficence. 
He  was  unostentatious  in  his  distributions  to  the  poor 
and  needy.  Of  these  he  kept  no  record  on  earth,  but 
are  they  not  recorded  in  the  book  of  Qod's  remem- 
brance? His  fellow-citizens,  reposing  confidence  in 
his  integrity  and  honesty,  selected  him  for  places  of 
honor  and  trust.  For  nearly  twenty  years  he  was  a 
director  of  a  banking  institution,  and  held  many 
other  offices.  As  a  friend,  he  was  constant  and  sin- 
cere ;  as  an  adviser,  he  was  conscientious  and  true ; 
as  a  neighbor,  kind  and  obliging.  .  .  .  No  business 
man  has  gone  from  earth  leaving  a  purer  record,  a 
nobler  work  finished,  a  name  more '  beloved,  or  a 
character  more  unblemished  than  he." 

After  Mr.  Richardson's  death  his  son  Clarence  con- 
tinued the  business  under  the  same  name.  In  April, 
1882,  the  factory  was  again  burned,  and  the  business 
was  removed  to  the  Whiting  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany's building,  where  the  business  is  continued 
prosperously,  awaiting  the  erection  of  a  new  factory. 


WILLAKD   ROBINSON. 

Willard  Robinson  was  born  in  Attleborough,  Mass., 
June  15,  1799.  He  and  his  father,  Obed  Robinson, 
were  for  years  identified  with  the  pioneer  manufac- 
turing of  Attleborough,  and  a  personal  history  of  the 
family  seems  not  inappropriate  in  this  connection. 

Obed  Robinson,  one  of  the  founders  of  the  now 
extensive  jewelry  business  of  this  town,  was  at  first  a 
blacksmith.  On  the  outbreak  of  the  American  Rev- 
olution, however,  he  began  the  manufacture  of  gun- 
locks,  under  a  sub-contract  to  furnish  them  for  the 
Continental  army.  This  did  not  prove  remunerative, 
and  at  the  close  of  the  war  he  began  to  make  kitchen 
clocks.  He  first  established  himself  as  a  manufac- 
turer of  jewelry  at  Attleborough  in  1807,  employing 
David  Brown,  a  skilled  workman  in  that  art.  From 
this  he  began  to  make  gilt  buttons,  which  business 
soon*  became  very  prosperous.  His  three  sons,  Otis, 
Richard,  and  Willard,  learned  of  their  father  his 
trade,  and  Willard,  the  youngest,  bringing  to  the 
business  a  natural  aptitude  for  mechanics,  entered  his 
father's  workshop,  and  manifested  much  skill  and 
paid  s|>ecial  attention  to  the  manufacture  of  gilt 
buttons.  In  1821  he  started  in  this  branch  for  him- 
self, and  ultimately  became  very  largely  engaged  in 
the  button  industry,  and  formed  a  partnership  with 
his  brother  Richard,  under  the  firm-name  of  R.  & 
W.  Robinson.  Tlieir  operations  were  extended,  and 
prosperity  followed  their  earnest  and  skilled  labors. 
Willard  constructed  new  dies  and  introduced  im- 
proved machinery,  and  having  seen  an  "iris"  button, 
he  set  to  work  to  discover  the  method  of  producing 


it  In  this  he  succeeded,  and  its  manufacture  was 
added  to  the  features  of  the  enterprise.  Mr.  Robin- 
son gave  the  name  of  "opal  button"  to  his  new 
product.  Richard  Robinson  died  in  1888,  and  Wil- 
lard Robinson  continued  the  business  under  the  old 
firm-name  for  the  five  succeeding  years.  In  1848  the 
fashion  of  gilt  and  brass  buttons  passed  away,  except 
for  military  clothing,  black  buttons  becoming  the 
style.  This  deprived  Mr.  Robinson  for  a  while  of  a 
market,  and  he  was  forced  to  suspend  operations. 

Before  Mr.  Robinson's  failure,  Mr.  Hatch,  a  skilled 
mechanic  in  his  service,  had  conceived  the  idea  of  a 
machine  capable  of  doing  all  parts  of  the  work  on  a 
trowsers-button,  beginning  with  the  tin  in  bulk  and 
following  step  by  step  to  completion,  without  alter- 
ation in  the  adjustment  or  automatic  working.  By 
the  combined  study  and  experiments  of  Mr.  Hatch 
and  Mr.  Robinson,  a  machine  Was  perfected  and  pat- 
ented. When  the  style  of  buttons  changed,  Mr. 
Robinson  saw  that  this  "  Hatch  pantaloon-button  ma- 
chine" might  come  into  profitable  use,  and,  forming 
a  partnership  with  Mr.  Hatch,  he  entered  into  the 
manufacture  of  trowsers-buttons  with  it.  During  the 
civil  war  they  filled  many  contracts  with  the  United 
States  government  for  these  buttons,  one  great  ad- 
vantage of  which  lies  in  the  fact  that  they  do  not  cut 
the  threads  by  which  they  are  attached  to  the  gar- 
ment. On  the  death  of  Mr.  Hatch,  Mr.  Robinson, 
purchasing  his  interest,  conducted  the  business  alone 
on  a  large  scale  until  his  death,  Dec.  24,  1879.  It  is 
now  carried  on  by  his  son  Arthur.  .During  his  life 
Mr.  Robinson  received  five  medals  from  different  ex- 
hibitions, testimonials  of  value  to  the  merits  of  his 
goods. 

He  married,  Oct.  25,  1825,  Rebecca  W.,  daughter 
of  Edward  and  Amy  Richards,  who  was  bom  at 
Attleborough,  March  31, 1805.  Their  children  were 
Ellen  R,  (married  John  C.  Douglass,  of  Leavenworth, 
Kan.  She  died  Nov.  8,  1880,  leaving  two  children, 
Willard  R.  and  Harriet  R.),  Jarvin  W.  (married  J. 
Amelia  Williams,  of  Pawtucket  She  died  Dec.  24, 
1873,  leaving  four  children,  Oertrude  A.,  Willard  H., 
Eklith  J.,  and  Ellen  L.),  Isabel  E,  (married  Joseph 
Cushman,  and  has  one  child,  Willard  R.),  Arthur  B, 
(married  Abby  B.  White,  of  Fall  River,  who  died 
Oct.  2, 1867),  Adelaide  R.  (married  M.  B.  Mackrith, 
and  has  one  child,  Fannie). 

Mr.  Robinson  was  not  only  a  representative  manu- 
facturer, he  was  more.  He  made  his  mark  in  every 
sphere  with  which  he  was  connected.  A  public- 
spirited  citizen,  he  did  much  to  benefit  and  improve 
his  town.  The  beautiful  village  of  Robinson ville  is 
largely  indebted  to  him  for  its  growth  and  prosperity, 
and  had  he  been  willing  to  sacrifice  private  interests 
for  public  positions,  he  could  many  times  have  occu- 
pied them,  for  he  was  often  urged  to  accept  them.  A 
kind  husband  and  father,  it  was  in  the  home  life 
that  his  nature  blossomed  in  fullest  perfection,  al- 
though when  he  passed  from  life  a  large  circle  of 
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frienda  aincerely  i»uurne<l  liia  lom.  In  pnliticai  creed 
Wliig  and  ItepuLliciiti,  li«  stood  witb  enmeBttioMa  by 
the  Union  and  the  caum  of  humauil)',  and  nuver 
devlaied  from  the  su|>[H)1'C  of  law,  order,  and  Justice. 
His  widow  aurvivoD  Iilm,  mid,  like  lier  Uinented  hus- 
band, occupies  a  high  plMss  in  the  heatta  of  the  cuui- 
munily. 

THE  BL4CKINT0N   FAMILT. 

Wniium  niuckinton,  sou  of  C<jl.  WUIard  and  Clur- 

iata  (Sweet)  Blackioton,  was  burn  Juno  10,  1823,  in 

Attleborough,   Muss.,  whore   for  aovoral   KencrutioiiB 

i  liuve  btiun  prominent  and  honored  uiti' 


Pentecost  Hluckinton,  the  Dr«t  of  ll,o  name  in  At- 
tleborough, came  from  Marbluhead  about  1700.  His 
wife's  name  was  Mnry.  Ho  liad  at  least  four  diildrcii 
attaining  muturily,—PentecnBi',Miiry,  Benjamin,  born 
in  Marblehend,  Hepzibeth.born  in  Attleborough  ici 
Deoeriilier,  1702.  He  hnd  two  acres  of  ground,  col- 
lage, and  orchard  on  Nine-Mile  Uiver  in  1711.  He 
was  a  man  of  push  and  decision,  and  itervcd  his  day 
and  generation  well,  dying  Sept.  24, 17lfi.  Pentecost' 
married  Rebecca  Figgett,  and  had  eight  children,— 
Pentecost',  born  ITlli;  Rebecca,  born  1717  ;  George, 
born  1720  j  Anne,  born  1732;  Mary,  born  1724;  John, 
born  1727;  Othniel,  born  1729;  VVto-,  born  1731. 
The  father  of  Deacon  William  BlHckinton,  grand- 
father of  the  present  William  Illackinton,  was  I'elcr, 
Jle  wad  a  farmer,  and  wa^  posaessed  of  prudcnci:, 
tlirift,  and  economy,  and  was  a  good  citizen,  law- 
abiding  and  God-fearing,  and  died  at  n  good  old  agu. 
William  Blackinton,  born  Nov,  2,  1758,  was  a  munu- 
,  facturer  of  gnna  during  the  Revolution,  in  which  he 
also  was  a  soldier,  and  wounded  in  battle  of  While 
Plaina.  After  the  war  he  became  inlereated  in  cot- 
toumills  with  hia  son  William,  first  at  North  Attle- 
borough, next  at  Falla  village.  He  was  a  farmer 
also,  with  quite  an  ealate  in  Wrentham,  on  which  be 
always  resided.  He  was  known  Ui  every  one  as  Dea- 
con Illackinton.  He  marriod,  Nov.  2'J,  17SI,  Elixu- 
belh  Babcock,  of  Wealeriy,  or  Hopkiutoii,  R.  I.,  born 
Jan.  29,  1764.  Their  children  attaining  maturity 
were  William,  boru  Sept.  20,  1782;  Virgil,  boru  May 
12,  1790,  married  Hannah,  daughter  of  Ohcd  Uobiii- 
Bon,  and  was  connected  with  Willard  aod  Richard 
Kobinson  in  mannfacluriug  buttons;  Jason,  born 
Aug.  24,  1798,  a  graduate  of  Brown  Univt^raity,  who, 
after  receiving  a  legal  education,  passed  nionl  of  hia 
life  aa  teacher  in  Ohio,  Kentucky,  and  Tenneaaee ; 
and  Willaril.  Deacon  Blackinion  died  of  the  lerrihlo 
disease,  the  "  plague,"  about  181l>,  He  lelt  hia  sous 
about  three  thouHand  dollars  each,  a  handsome  prop- 
erty for  thofse  daya. 

Col.  Wili-arc  Blackimton,  bom  Oct.  2G,  1800, 
after  hia  father's  uudden  decease,  remained  with  his 
brother  William,  a  fanner,  on  the  old  hoineslead ;  rti- 
ceived  the  advantages  of  a  conimon-suhoul  and  aeu- 
demic  education  ;  bad  a  mercantile  taste,  and  early 


•A  buaineo*  fur  hiniaolf  a»  a  uierchan 
general  cuantry  trade  at  Attlukwrough.  CiiiUini 
this  a  few  years,  he  began  in  1827  the  mauuraetu 
|H)wer-loom  shuttles.  This  auun  bocnmc  an  oxtor 
buaineas,  Qlliug,  as  tt  did,  a  long-full  want,  and 
nished  goods  to  partica  not  only  tliroughuul  '■ 
I'ngtand  but  all  the  way  weat  to  Ohio,  and  aout 
(icorgia  and  Alulmnia.  He  uiariiud,  in  18il,  Clar 
daughter  of  Amoa  and  8a)ly  Sweet,  of  ati  old 
honorable  family  of  Attleliorough.  They  hud 
children,—  WiUiai.t  and  Willanl  (twius),  Claruw 
[married  N.  C.  Lullier,  and  lives  in  AllUiliorou 
John,  OliArlc*  A.,  Amos  H. 

hir.  Illackinton  waa  not  merely  a  niannfacturej 
was  more.  During  fifty  years  of  hia  lilu  he  wn^i 
»f  Altleburuugh'a  moat  active  and  honoruil  vili 
in  alnioot  every  line  of  enterprise,  bnaiueaa  iicti 
and  publiuaervice,  and  few  of  hsraotM  have  ever 
more  sncceasful  or  so  fully  executed  public  trusts 
early  life  he  took  great  intcmt  in  militia  maltem 
active  and  vigorous  temperament,  large,  and  pi 
cally  well  proportioned,  with  a  reaonant,  full  v 
ho  preaentcd  a  fine  appearance,  and  held  tite  jhw 
of  adjutant  and  colonel  of  a  regiment  of  lrou|>ec 
yean.  The  aaine  ijuulUiea  brought  him  into  poa 
aa  moderator  of  town  ineolinga,  and  ehainuH 
popular  or  political  aaaoniblagea,  and  these  pluc< 
was  almost  uiiiveraally  called  ou  to  fill.  Hit 
at  various  timui  every  otGeo  in  tlm  gift  of  hia  fel 
townsmen,  served  with  credit  in  both  branvlieM  u 
t! late  Leg ia let u re,  and  uevcr  did  malice  brouthe 
word  against  hi«  honor  or  integrity.  In  polltl 
Whig  aud  Republican,  he  waa  ardent  in  supiio 
hia  convjcliona,  and  probably  no  belter  evidenct 
bo  given  of  his  peraoiial  popularity  and  the  eatue 
which  ho  waa  held  than  to  hUile  tlie  fact  that  w 
ever  there  were  doubts  of  the  sucuess  of  hia  par 
an  election  he  waa  the  one  to  he  given  the  mm 
tion,  and  never  waa  he  defeated.  He  waa  a  vu 
member  of  (he  Mnaoniu  fraternity,  wua  Maati 
llrialo]  Lodge  in  the  dark  daya  when  the  Uu 
excitement  apread  anti-uiaaonry  like  wild-fire  a 
the  country,  cauaing  un  aluinat  entire  aua)>cnaii 
lodges;  ami  when,  altera  long  torpidity,  his  I 
was  revived,  he  waa  again  elucteil  tu  thesauio  jMMi 
In  theoe  days,  when  chicanery,  malfeaaance  in  o 
ejnbexzlementH,  breaches  of  trnslH,  and  frauds  a 
prevalent,  it  is  pleasant  to  write  of  such  a  man  i 
who  kept  himself  free  from  any  kind  of  stain  oi 
integrity.  Of  great  buainuaa  capacity  and  pre- 
nent  ability,  lie  waa  of  a  social  nature,  a  perfect 
ticnian  in  hia  intercourse  with  others,  a  tender 
band,  a  loving  father,  and  none  had  a  greater  nui 
or  stronger  frienda  than  ho. 

He  was  ptfstniaster  at  Attleborough  fur  year 
ceiving  his  first  ap|)oinlnienl  in  1835,  and  was 
veraally  popular,  lie  waa  cantioua  in  ailoptiiig 
ideas,  weiylicd  all  matters  in  the  balauec  of  u 
Judji'ment,  and  after  forming  an  opinion  was  ver 


fl{f!m/  .MaM,^^ 


/  ac^yf 


^2: 


^c^ 


^^^"^^^^^ 


..t 


ATTLEBOROUOH. 


577 


cided,  rarely  finding  any  reason  to  alter  it.  He  was 
1il>cnil  to  siiflTering,  and  in  siipiiort  of  religious  and 
cltaritahle  ohjccto,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  were 
worthy  incnil>er8  of  the  Second  Congregational 
Church.  He  was  often  requested  to  adyise  in  busi- 
ness affairs,  and  was  a  valuable  counselor,  and  always 
in  the  interests  of  peace.  He  was  successful  as  a 
financier,  was  a  director  and  one  of  the  chief  origi- 
nators of  the  old  Attleborough  Bank,  and  one  of  the 
promoters  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Attle- 
borough, of  which  he  was  at  once  elected  director 
and  president.  He  died  suddenly  of  heart-disease 
while  sitting  in  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors 
at  the  bank,  and  acting  as  president,  Jan.  1, 1877. 

William  Blackiktok  had  an  academic  education, 
and  early  engaged  with  his  father  in  shuttle  manu- 
facturing, which  was  carried  on  for  ten  years  as  W. 
Blackinton  &  Sons,  the  sons  being  William,  John, 
and  Willard.  (Charles  afterwards  bought  an  interest, 
and  now  (1882),  as  sole  proprietor,  conducts  the  busi- 
ness under  the  original  firm-name.)  About  1834, 
William  struck  out  for  himself,  and  went  jnto  cot- 
ton manufacturing,  and  for  three  years  continued 
this  at  Attleborough  and  Pawtucket.  This  was 
not  remunerative,  and  in  1857  he  commenced  to 
make  jewelry  at  Attleborough.  His  business  was 
small  until  1869,  when  ho  took  up  the  making  of 
plated  chains,  and  originated  a  new  line  of  these 
goods,  which  speedily  proved  popular,  and  was  in 
great  demand,  increasing  his  business  rapidly.  From 
this  small  beginning,  under  Mr.  Blackinton's  personal 
superintendence,  it  has  grown  to  be  one  of  the  largest 
and  most  profitable  businesses  in  the  town,  with  an 
office  at  No.  11  Maiden  Lane,  New  York  City. 
The  specialties  are  chains  and  lockets.  It  was  con- 
ducted by  Mr.  Blackinton  alone  until  1873,  when  his 
oldest  son,  William  S.,  became  a  partner,  and  the 
firm  was  changed  to  W.  &  S.  Blackinton.  In  1881 
his  son  Lewis  became  a  partner.  His  two  other  sons 
are  also  engaged  in  the  shop.  They  employ  about 
one  hundrcil  and  sixty-five  o|)cratives,  and  do  a  busi- 
ness of  nearly  four  hundred  thousand  dollars.  This 
has  been  built  by  the  curcfnl  attention  of  Mr.  Black- 
inton, and  he  has  shown  great  business  ability  and 
sagacity  in  bringing  it  to  its  present  high  standing  as 
a  firm.  He  has  worked  himself,  always  saw  that  his 
goods  were  the  best  of  their  kind,  personally  super- 
intended each  department,  was  always  prompt  to 
meet  every  engagement,  was  truthful  and  honest,  and 
won  the  esteem  of  all  with  whom  he  dealt  This  is 
the  key  to  his  success,  and  shows  that  honesty,  skill 
properly  applied,  and  personal  industry  and  business 
integrity  will  always  deserve  and  win  success.  He 
has  been  a  man  of  one  work,  has  never  had  time  nor 
inclination  to  drift  into  politics  or  speculation,  and 
stands  to-day  one  of  the  most  liberal  and  publlc- 
!«pirited  citizens  of  his  native  town.  In  home  life  he 
is  a  loving  and  kind  husband  and  father,  and  his 
home  shows  the  evidences  of  refinement  and  taste. 
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Mr.  Blackinton  married  Rebecca  C,  daughter  of 
Josiah  and  Rowena  (Tingley)  Allen.  Her  mother 
was  a  Cushman,  of  the  family  of  that  name  so  promi- 
nent in  the  annals  of  Plymouth.  She  was  born  Oct. 
3, 1825.  Their  children  are  William  Sumner,  Charles 
F.,  Harry  C,  Louis  A.,  and  Ada  R. 

Mr.  Blackinton,  true  to  his  education,  has  never 
deviated  from  the  political  creed  of  his  father,  but 
has  been  a  Whig  and  Republican  through  life.  He 
has  a  polite  address,  a  quick  discernment  of  men  and 
things,  and  stands  high  in  the  regards  of  the  best 
element  of  society.  He  is  now,  with  unimpaired 
faculties,  in  the  mature  prime  of  life,  with  many 
years  of  business  life  before  him,  and  is  of  too  active 
a  nature  to  think  of  retiring  and  passing  his  time  in 
idleness.  Almost  the  only  recreation  he  has  taken 
was  the  trip  to  California,  which  he,  in  company  with 
his  family,  enjoyed  the  past  summer. 


OEOROE  PRICE. 


George  Price  was  born  in  North  Attleborough, 
Nov.  14, 1806.  He  was  the  second  son  of  ESdward 
and  Sarah  (Daggett)  Price.  Edward  Price  was  born 
in  Birmingham,  England,  Nov.  19,  1776,  came  to 
America  in  1794,  and  two  years  later  married  Sarah, 
daughter  of  Daniel  and  Margaret  (Woodcock)  Dag- 
gett. He  was  a  skilled  button  manufacturer,  and  es- 
tablished at  Robinsonville  the  first  button  factory  in 
this  country.  He  founded  the  business  now  carried 
on  by  D.  Evans  &  Co.,  manufacturers  of  brass  mili- 
tary buttons.  He  lived  in  different  houses,  but  vari- 
ous circumstances  point  to  the  house  that  stood  on 
the  site  of  Wamsutta  Block  as  the  birthplace  of  his 
son  George.  He  acquired  a  considerable  property  in 
real  estate. 

The  early  death  of  his  father  made  the  boyhood  of 
George  Price  a  laborious  one.  From  the  night  when 
his  father  was  suddenly  stricken  down,  and  he  ran 
out,  jacket  in  hand,  after  a  physician,  his  life  was  one 
of  care,  activity,  and  responsibility.  One  year  in  the 
common  school  constituted  his  educational  advan- 
tages. He  carried  on  the  farm  in  his  early  years, 
and  found  time  as  well  to  work  at  brass- founding. 

He  finally  chose  the  jewelry  business,  which  was 
then  becoming  a  prominent  industry,  and  served  his 
apprenticeship  with  Draper,  TifTl  &  Co.  For  a  few 
years  he  carried  on  the  manufacture  of  jewelry  with 
Calvin  Richards,  under  the  firm-name  of  Richards  & 
Price.  In  1830  he  built  the  shop  which  now  stands 
opposite  the  homestead,  a  very  large  structure  for 
those  times,  and  the  third  jewelry  factory  erected  in 
Attleborough.  Here  Mr.  Price  took  as  partner  S.  S. 
Daggett,  and  began  the  manufacture  of  fire-gilt  jew- 
elry. He  retired  from  the  business  in  1856,  and  de- 
voted himself  to  his  farm,  to  which  he  had  been  add- 
ing acre  after  acre.  From  that  time  forth  he  was 
largely  identified  with  town  affairs. 

He  did  not  hold  a  town  office  until  he  was  fifly  years 
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old.  His  career  showe  that  twentj^flvo  jaan  after 
fifty  iH  just  as  long  as  twonty-fiTO  jaan  befor«i  and 
that  some  men  can  employ  hoth  to  equal  advantage. 
In  1855  he  was  chairman  of  a  committee  appointed 
to  consider  the  expediem^  of  dividing  the  town. 
This  committee  reported  the  next  apring  in  favor  of 
such  division,  urging  as  a  reason  the  fiust  that  there 
were  more  than  one  thousand  votMS  in  town.  Mr. 
Price  could  not  see  that  the  town  was  so  populous  as 
to  be  unwieldy,  and  the  report  did  not  receive  his 
signature.  From  1856  to  I860,  Mr.  Price  sq^rved  on 
the  boards  of  selectmen,  assessors,  and  overseers  of 
the  poor.  From  1860  to  1868  he  was  town  treasurer, 
to  which  ofiice  he  was  re-elected  in  1869,  and  held 
until  his  death.  During  the  winter  of  1877-78,  Mr. 
Price  represented  his  district  at  the  Qeneral  Court 

From  its  start  Mr.  Price  was  one  of  the  moit  earnest 
members  and  workers  in  the  AtUeborough  Farmen' 
and  Mechanics'  Association.  He  was  the  first  presi* 
dent,  which  ofiice  he  held  until  January,  1877.  He 
was  among  the  first  to  move  in  the  direction  of  secur- 
ing a  hall  and  grounds  where  to  hold  annual  fairs,  and 
labored  untiringly  to  secure  for  the  association  jthe 
most  of  its  present  accommodations.  As  earnest^ 
also,  was  he  ever  In  his  endeavors  to  rid  the  associa- 
tion of  its  indebtedness,  and  much  of  his  time  and 
means  were  devoted  to  its  wellkre. 

So  far  we  have  opokeq  of  €leorge  Prioe  only  in  his 
business  and  public  life,  but^  as  is  ever  the  case,  that 
life  is  the  most  real  and  important  of  which  the  pub- 
lic sees  but  little,  and  can  know  but  little,  the  life 
each  man  lives  in  his  own  fiunily.  In  October,  1829, 
Mr.  Price  married  Marthf.  Galusha  Grant,  of  Swan- 
sea, Mass.,  with  whom  he  passed  more  than  fifty  years 
of  happy  wedded  life.  Their  children  were  Martha 
8.  (who  married  Bev.  J.  D.  Pierce),  Oeorge  G.,  Sarah 
A.  (Mrs.  S.  N.  Newcomb),  William  M.,  Gorisande 
(Mrs.  George  A.  Brock,  deceased),  Mary  G.  (de- 
ceased), Edward  B.  (cashier  of  Attlcborough  National 
Bank),  Caroline  T.  (Mrs.  Boswell  Blackinton),  and 
Alice  M.  Such  are  the  salient  facts  of  Mr.  Price's 
family  history,  but  how  much  a  husband's  and  father's 
love  has  done  to  weave  about  each  life  infiuences, 
principles  and  aspirations  that  have  served  to  elevate, 
comfort  and  control,  they  who  stand  in  the  deepest 
shadow  of  bereavement  can  best  say. 

If  we  were  to  select  any  traits  of  character  for  which 
Mr.  Price  was  especially  remarkable,  it  would  be  his 
activity,  honesty,  and  fidelity  to  what  he  believed  to 
be  right.  His  mental  activity  was  wonderful,  and 
ceased  only  with  his  life.  His  honesty  made  him  not 
less  exacting  with  himself  than  with  others.  His  ac- 
counts were  always  correct,  his  dealings  always 
square.  Crookedness  in  others  he  considered  abso- 
lutely without  excuse,  and  dishonesty  of  any  kind  he 
despised  beyond  measure.  He  was  not  hasty  in  his 
judgments,  but  a  conclusion  once  reached  by  what 
seemed  to  him  sufficient  data  was  rarely  abandoned. 
He  was  faithful  to  his  convictions.    This  is  illustrated 


by  his  adherence  to  the  doctrines  of  the  old  Whig 
party ;  he  voted  tlie  Republican  tidwt  as  the  least 
objectionable  alternative,  but  at  heart  he  waa  a  loyal 
Whig  to  the  last  In  religion  Mr.  F!riee  upheld  the 
ftindamental  principles  of  Ohrlstiaalty,  yet  look  ex- 
oeption  to  the  partitions  of  sect,  and  never  aooepted 
the  dogmas  of  any  particular  denomination. 

He  was  a  membmr  of  the  Washington  BIfle  Oom- 
pany,  filling  every  grade  flrom,  and  including,  private 
to  captain.  

8TBPU8N  9.  STANLBT. 

Sylvan  Stanley,  who  spent  a  long  time  in  searching 
for  the  genealogy  of  the  Stanley  fiunily,  sayt  the  first 
American  Stanley,  Matthew,  came  from  England  to 
Martha's  Vineyard,  from  whenoe  some  of  his  fiimily 
vent  to  the  OonuMticut  CMony,  and  one  branch  to 
Tdpsfield,  Mass.  This  last  produced  the  immediate 
line  of  ancestry  of  Stephen  O.  Stanley.  "  Thomas, 
Nathaniel,  Joseph,  Samuel,  JSt0o6,  and  John  came 
from  Topi^eld,  Mass.  The  last  three  were  brothers, 
and  settled  near  the  Falls  (Fiills  village,  AtUdior- 
ough).  Thomas  and  Samuel  were  here  in  1707." 
Jacob  came  about  1717,  married  Elhtabeth  Guild, 
and  had  children,— Jaoob,  Ba^amm,  Elisabeth,  Deb- 
orah, Jonathan,  Eliia,  Solomon,  Abigail,  Bebeoca, 
and  one  other.  Benjamin  married  Abifpail  Spear, 
and  had  three  children,— Jesse,  iSfapiUM,  and  Abigail. 
Stephen  Stanley  was  bom  in  Attleborough,  was  a 
cabinet-maker,  carrying  on  fiMming  also^  and  was 
agent  for  the  Attleborough  Falls  Mannikctoring 
Company  for  many  years.  He  married  Martlia, 
deughter  of  Jonatlian  Stanley  and  Martha  Pond, 
and  had  three  children, — Herman,  Stephen  0.,  and 
Marietta.  He  was  an  energetic  and  successful  man, 
and  lived  to  be  old.  His  wife  survived  him  several 
years. 

Stephen  Olney  Stanley  was  born  Juno  11,  1801,  in 
Attleborough,  in  the  liouse  opiKwite  No.  5  school- 
house,  where  his  widow  still  (1888)  resides.  He  was 
educated  at  common  schools  and  acudcmies,  but  early 
became  clerk  for  his  father  in  the  company's  store  at 
Falls  village,  and  continued  in  that  occupation  for 
some  years,  working  during  the  summer  at  farm  labor. 
He  commenced  housekeeping  in  the  house  where  he 
was  born,  his  parents  living  in  the  same  house,  and 
resided  there  all  his  days.  He  married,  Sept.  28, 1830, 
Betsey  S.,  daughter  of  Artemas  and  Betsey  (Daggett) 
Stanley.  She  was  born  Nov.  24,  1808.  Her  father 
was  born  1795,  and  represented  Attleborough  in  the 
State  Legislature  in  1841-42.  His  father,  Jonathan 
Stanley,  son  of  Jacob  Stanley,  was  deacon  of  the 
First  Congregational  Church  of  Attleborough.  Mr. 
Stanley  and  his  father  closed  their  connection  with 
the  company,  and  Mr.  Stanley  devoted  himself  to 
farming,  taking  charge  of,  and  finally  securing  the 
ownership  of,  his  father's  farm,  and'  for  the  greater 
part  of  his  life  was  in  this  avocation.  Farming  in 
New  England  means  plenty  of  hard  work,  which  the 
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sterile  soil  doefl  not  reward  with  much  more  than 
A  bare  subsistence,  and  this  was  the  experience  of 
Mr.  Stanley.  He  was  an  honest,  upright  man,  per- 
fectly "square"  in  all  his  dealings  with  mankind, 
and  was  said  to  be  "  too  honest  for  his  own  good." 
He  was  an  unassuming  and  useful  member  of  so- 
ciety, reserved  in  demeanor,  and  enjoyed  the  esteem 
of  all,  and  probably  had  not  an  enemy  during  his 
entire  life.  He  attended  divine  service  regularly, 
but  was  not  a  church  member,  as  he  did  not  couHider 
himself  good  enough  to  belong.  He  died  in  1875  or 
1876.  His  children  were  Martha  and  Mary  (twins), 
born  Feb.  11,  183G ;  Stephen  O.  (died  young),  Abby 
(deceased),  Stephen,  born  June  11, 1842;  and  Ben- 
jamin, born  June  3,  1848.  Martha  married  Edward 
O.  Knapp,  lives  in  Attleborough,  on  the  old  home- 
stead, and  has  six  children ;  Mary  married  Andrew  J. 
Thomas,  and  died  in  1863.  Stephen  lived  at  home 
until  1861,  when  he  enlisted  as  musician  in  the  Sev- 
enth  Regiment  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  and  served 
fourteen  months,  when,  with  all  other  musicians,  he 
was  discharged.  He  returned  to  Attleborough,  and 
after  a  few  months'  stay  went  to  Taunton,  then  to 
Yonkers,  N.  Y.,  to  work  in  an  armory,  next  to  Water- 
bury,  Conn.,  where  he  learned  the  machinist's  trade, 
and  after  following  that  about  four  years,  went  into  a 
large  briisa  factory  there  as  tool-maker,  and  stayed 
until  1871,  when  he  returned  to  Attleborough,  and 
with  his  brother  Benjamin  and  E.  C.  Knapp  started 
the  jewelry  manufactory  of  Stanley  Brothers  &  Co., 
now  conducted  by  and  known  as  Stanley  Brothers. 
This  has  been  the  title  since  the  purchase  by  them  of 
Mr.  Knapp's  interest  in  1875.  Benjamin  has  always 
lived  near  the  old  home.  He  married  Ella  Briggs, 
and  has  three  children.  Stephen  married  Sylvia  A. 
Stanley,  and  has  two  children. 

They  have  a  well-established  and  prosperous  busi- 
ness, but,  like  all  things  of  value,  it  has  been  of  slow 
«  growth,  and  has  required  of  both  of  them  close  and 
persevering  labor  for  years,  but  their  energy  and  in- 
dustry met  with  its  appropriate  reward,  and  they  are 
doing  well,  with  bright  prospects  for  the  future. 


8AMUKL  P.  FISHER. 

On  the  old  reconis  we  find  Joseph  Fisher,  in  1664, 
one  of  the  commissioners  appointed  by  Plymouth 
and  Massachusetts  colonies  to  run  and  establish  a 
boundary  line  between  the  two.  The  noted  angle 
line  was  the  result  of  their  labors,  and  the  cmgle  tree 
marked  by  them  was  long  standing.  It  was  suc- 
ceeded in  1790  by  a  stone  ihonument,  which  was 
erected  to  mark  the  boundary  of  Attleborough  and 
Wrentham.  Samuel  Fisher  was  selectman  of  Wren- 
tham  at  this  time,  and  the  monument  was  built  by 
Samuel  Fisher  &  Son.  Thus  from  early  days  the 
Fisher  family  has  been  a  factor  of  civilization  in 
this  section. 

Richard^  and  Samuel  Fisher,  probably  sons  of  Jo- 
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seph,  the  commissioner,  came  to  Wrentham  from 
Salem  about,  or  prior  to,  1700.  Richard  died  in  1^48, 
leaving  two  children,  SanuteP  and  Abigail.  Samuel', 
born  in  1732,  was  a  stone-cutter  by  trade ;  was  a  captain 
of  militia  in  the  Revolution,  being  called  to  the  field 
while  attending  church  with  his  company.  H«  mar- 
ried Sibyl  Farrington  in  1764,  and  had  five  children, 
SamuePf  Darius,  Schuyler,  Betsey,  and  James.  He 
died  in  1816,  aged  eighty-four  years.  Samuel',  born 
in  1768,  became  a  stone-mason,  and,  like  his  father, 
was  a  diligent,  hard-working  man  of  honesty  and 
thrift.  He  married,  in  1789,  Olive  Ellis,  daughter 
of  Capt.  Jabez  Ellis,  who  was  a  brother  soldier  of 
Capt  Fisher  in  the  Revolution.  Both  he  and  his 
wife  died  in  December,  1815,  of  the  terrible  plague 
(spotted  fever)  which  proved  fatal  to  so  many.  They 
had  nine  children,  Ellis,  Susan  (died  young),  Samuel 
P.*,  Amanda  (married  Elijah  Bacon),  Sally  (first  wife 
of  Hon.  Elisha  May),  Olive  (second  wife  of  JJon. 
Elisha  May),  Schuyler,  Lucy  (married  D.  Hall), 
Caroline  (married  Albert  Miller).  Ellis,  born  1791, 
married  Hannah  Williams,  of.  Taunton,  had  four 
children ;  Mary  (married  Edward  Rhodes),  Frances 
(married  Joseph  Sherman),  Oeorge  E.,  and  Sarah  M. 
(married  (1)  Egbert  Richards,  (2)  Stephen  Richard- 
son). His  descendants  are  numerous  in  this  vicinity. 
He  was  one  of  the  pioneer  jewelers  and  a  valued  citi- 
zen. Schuyler  became  a  prominent  manufacturer 
and  citizen  of  Exeter,  was  a  man  of  great  ability; 
candidate  for  Lieutenant-Governor  on  the  Democratic 
ticket,  and  filled  numerous  trustworthy  positions. 
He  is  now  living  at  Hopkinton,  R.  I.,  aged  seventy- 
eight.  Many  of  the  facts  of  this  sketch  were  given 
by  him. 

Samuel  P,*  was  born  in  Wrentham,  Mass.,  Aug.  4, 
1795.  His  education  was  derived  from  the  limited 
advantages  of  the  common  school  of  tho^e  days,  and 
learned  the  blacksmith's  trade  of  Enoch  Arnold,  un- 
der the  old  system  of  apprenticeship ;  and  in  1818 
moved  to  Attleborough  and  commenced  a  long  and 
busy  life  as  a  blacksmith  in  a  shop  near  Hatch's 
tavern.  He  married  Charlotte,  daughter  of  Othniel 
and  Chloe  Blackinton,  in  1820.  They  had  two 
children,  Harriet  (deceased)  and  Ann  (died  young). 
Harriet  married  Milton  W.  Blackinton  and  had 
three  children  ;  Juline  F.  married  E.  B.  Waldron,  of 
Rondout,  N.  Y. ;  Laura  F.  married  C.  M.  Thompson, 
has  one  child,  Hattie;  and  Anna  G.  Mrs.  Fisher 
died  in  1832,  and  the  next  year  Mr.  Fisher  married 
Susan  G.,  daughter  of  George  and  Judith  (Guild) 
Blackinton.  They  had  five  children, — Wm.  W., 
Carrie  A.  (Mrs.  H.  S.  Somes),  Samuel  E.,  Charles  E., 
and  Mary  E.  (Mrs.  T.  E.  Sloan). 

Mr.  Fisher  carried  on  blacksmithing  until  1851, 
when  he  gave  it  up  to  attend  to  his  farm  and  real 
estate  business.  His  blacksmith-shop  on  Main  Street, 
North  Attleborough,  was  one  of  the  old  landmarks, 
and  in  stage-coach  times  was  a  common  stopping- 
place,  and  the  only  place  of  the  kind  in  this  part  of 
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Attleborougb.  He  was  a  man  of  strong  convictions 
and  fixed  principles.  It  was  hard  to  convince  him 
that  he  was  wrong,  but  when  convinced  he  yielded  at 
once.  He  was  a  pronounced  and  active  temperance 
advocate,  and  consistent  in  his  practice  with  his  prin- 
ciples. He  was  a  kind  husband  and  father,  and  did 
for  his  children  all  that  his  means  would  allow.  He 
inclined  towards  Universalism  in  religions  belief,  but 
never  conuected  himself  with  any  church.  He  was 
an  old-line  Whig,  and  a  Republican  from  the  first. 
He  was  an  honest  man,  much  respected  by  his  ac- 
quaintances, and  straightforward  in  everything.  No 
one  ever  had  difficulty  in  defining  his  position  on 
any  subject,  or  could  accuse  him  of  the  least  dissimu- 
lation or  deceit.  He  died  Jan.  6,  1863,  aged  sixty- 
seven. 

William  W.^  oldest  son  of  S.  P.  and  Susan  (Guild) 
Fisher,  was  born  in  Attleborougb,  July  19,  1884, 
had  a  common  school  education,  early  learned  the 
jeweler's  trade,  and  has  worked  at  it  ever  since,  with 
the  exception  of  two  years  passed  in  working  in 
Springfield  Armory.  He  married,  Dec.  22,  1859, 
Nettie,  daughter  of  William  B.  Pilcher,  of  Norfolk,  Va. 
She  died  in  December,  1863.  In  1870  he  married 
Lizzie  E.,  daughter  of  Qeorge  Miller,  of  East  Hamp- 
ton, L.  I.  They  have  two  children, — Mattie  L.  and 
Susie  M.  He  is  a  member  of  Hampden  Lodge,  F. 
and'  A.  M.,  Springfield,  Mass.,  and  of  Massachusetts 
Charitable  Association.  He  is  a  member  of  the  firm 
of  S.  E.  Fisher  &  Co. 

Samuel  E.  Fisher^,  second  son  of  S.  P.  and  Susan 
Fisher,  was  born  at  North  Attleborougb,  Mass.,  Nov.  9, 
1839,  and  educated  at  the  common  schools  of  his  native 
town  and  Green  Mountain  Liberal  Institute,  South 
Woodstock,  Vt.  He  was  clerk  in  employ  of  T.  A. 
Barden  five  years  and  until  1861.  During  the  Rebel- 
lion he  was  employed  by  the  United  States  govern- 
ment as  clerk  in  quartermaster  and  commissary  de- 
partments in  Virginia  and  Texas.  In  1869  went  to 
New  York  City  as  clerk  in  the  office  of  H.  F.  Barrows, 
and  continued  there  until  he  commenced  business  on 
his  own  account  in  1874.  (This  business,  now  S.  E. 
Fisher  &  Co.,  manufacturing  jewelers,  was  begun  in 
July,  1874,  with  a  capital  of  seven  thousand  five  hun- 
dred dollars,  as  Demarest,  Fisher  &  Co.,  which,  in  1877, 
was  succeeded  by  S.  E.  Fisher  &  Co.,  with  S.  E. 
Fisher,  W.  W.  Fisher,  and  E.  D.  Sturdevant  part- 
ners. The  specialties  made  are  fine  ladies*  sets,  pins, 
drops,  lockets,  and  bracelets.  Their  New  York  olfice 
is  No.  2  Maiden  Lane,  and  they  employ  from  Bcventy- 
five  to  ninety  hands.  They  arc  doing  a  successful 
and  fiouri.shing  business.)  S.  E.  Fislicr  married,  in 
1872,  Georgie  S.,  daughter  of  Henry  (Mark,  of  New 
Bedford.  He  is  a  member  of  Bristol  Lodge,  F.  and 
A.  M.,  North  Attleborough,  and  King  Iliram  Chapter, 
of  Attleborougb. 

Charles  Everett  Fisher,  third  and  youngest  son  of 
Samuel  P.  and  Susan  G.  Fisher,  was  born  in  North  At- 
tleborough, Mass.,  Jan.  7, 1842.     Received  a  common 


school  education  at  his  birthplace  and  at  the  ProTi- 
dence  Conference  Seminary  at  Eiast  Greenwich,  R.  L, 
for  about  one  year.  Was  employed  in  dry-goods  house 
for  about  two  years,  and  on  the  outbreak  of  the  Rebel- 
lion enlisted  in  Company  I,  Seventh  Massachusetts 
Volunteer  Infantry,  serving  the  ftill  period  of  enlist- 
ment in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  On  discharge 
(in  July,  1864)  was  employed  in  the  War  Depart- 
ment in  various  capacities  until  April,  1868,  when  he 
was  appointed  an  internal  revenue  officer  in  Virginia. 
Resigned  September,  1870,  and  went  to  Arizona,  em- 
ployed by  the  War  Department  in  the  quartermaster's 
department.  Left  Arizona  in  1874,  and  went  to  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.  (in  same  capacity),  and  remained  in 
service  until  August,  1882.  Resigned  and  went  to 
Wyoming  Territory,  and  engaged  in  cattle  business, 
which  is  now  his  present  occupation. 

Married,  Nov.  7, 1876  (in  Philadelphia),  Mre.  HatUe 
F.  Pierson,  daughter  of  Dr.  J.  Q.  A.  and  Catherine  L. 
Tresize. 

Carrie  A.  Fisher,  born  July  2,  1836,  married  H.  S. 
Somes,  and  has  three  children, — Fred.  C,  Nettie  F., 
and  Frank  P. 

Mary  E.  Fisher,  born  Feb.  4,  1849,  married  T.  E. 
Sloan,  and  has  one  child, — Estclle  L. 


JOSEPH   W.  CAPUON. 

Joseph  Willard  Capron,  son  of  Otis  and  Hannah 
Capron,  was  born  at  Attleborough,  Mass.,  Sept.  24, 
1802.  He  belongs  to  one  of  the  oldest  families  of  the 
town,  Banfield  Capron,  his  first  American  ancestor, 
coming,  a  youth  of  fourteen,  from  England  about 
1675,  and  settling,  after  his  first  nuirriage,  in  Bar- 
rington,  Mass.,  whence,  after  a  residence  of  twenty 
years,  he  moved,  with  a  large  family  of  children, 
*'  away  back  into  the  woods,"  to  what  is  now  Attle- 
borough, where  he  purchased  a  largo  quautity  of 
land,  becoming  a  large  land-owner.  Here  he  resideil 
until  his  death,  Aug.  20,  1752,  at  ninety-two  years. 
He  had  eleven  children, — Bunficld,  Joaeph^  Edward, 
Walter,  John,  Jonathan,  Betsey,  Mary,  Hannah, 
Margaret,  Sarah.  These  all  nuirried  and  reared  faini- 
ilies.  He  was  married  (1)  to  a  Miss  Callender,  (2)  to 
Elizabeth  Blakintou,  (3)  to  Mrs.  Sarah  Daggett, 
widow  of  Deacon  John  Daggett.  Both  of  the  hist 
wives  were  Attleborough  women. 

(\ipt.  Joseph  Capron  was  a  farmer  and  a  man  of 
repute  in  Attleborough  in  his  day.  He  was  born 
Sept.  12,  IGUl ;  married  (1)  Judith  Peck,  (2)  Bethiah 
Burt,  (3)  Mary  French,  who  survived  him.  He  <licd 
Oct.  14,  1770,  in  his  eij^hty-sixth  year.  He  had  nine 
chihlren, — Aniey,  Diedeina,  Judith,  Joseph^  Khoda, 
Judith,  Hezekiah,  Ebenezcr,  Elijah. 

Joseph   CaproHf  Jr.^  son  of  Capt.  Joseph  and   Ju- 
dith   Peck,   was  born   in    Attleborough,   November, 
1722,  and  died  Aug.  1,  1781.     He  was  twice  niarrioil,    • 
(1)  to  Sarah   Kohcson,  hy  whom   ho  had  seven  chil- 
dren,— Ezra,  Samuel*,  Samuel',  John,  Judith,  Sarah, 
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Joseph;  (2)  to  8arah  Foster,  by  whom  he  had  eight 
children, — Aaenath,  Susannah,  O^ts,  Tabitha,  8abra\ 
Sabra',  Esther,  Milla  (fiTC  of  these  died  young). 

Otis  Oapron  was  boru  in  Attleborough,  April  17, 
1767,  and  died  March  8,  1845.  He  was  a  farmer  and 
an  honored  and  useful  citizen,  and  served  his  day  Und 
generation  well.  He  was  honest,  industrious,  and 
simple  in  his  habits,  and  unostentatious  in  his  life. 
He  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  serving 
at  Newport  He  married  (1)  Rachel  Sweet,  who 
died  Dec.  15,  1799,  leaving  three  children, — Sally 
(Mrs.  T.  French),  Nancy  (Mrs.  Lucius  Daggett),  Otis 
(died  young) ;  (2)  Mrs.  Hannah  Bliss,  widow  of  Jon- 
athan Bliss,  whose  maiden  name  was  Kent.  Their 
children  were  Joseph  Willard,  Maria  (deceased),  Sa- 
brn  A.  (deceased),  Hannah  K.,  Rachel  Cemantha. 

.loscpli  W.  Oapron,  of  whom  we  more  particularly 
write,  had  the  educational  advantages  of  the  common 
schools  of  Attleborough,  supplemented  by  attendance 
at  the  preparatory  department  of  Brown  University. 
Ho  was  an  apt  student,  paying  particular  attention  to 
surveying,  and  when  but  seventeen  years  old  began  to 
teach  school  at  sixteen  dollars  per  month.  As  a 
teacher  he  was  successful,  but  be  soon  was  employed, 
even  while  a  student,  as  a  surveyor,  and  from  1818  to 
the  present  has  every  year  done  more  or  less  in  that 
capacity,  and  early  won  a  valuable  reputation  for 
thoroughness  and  accuracy.  He  has  made  it  his 
principal  business  through  life.  In  1827  he  surveyed 
all  the  roads  in  Attleborough,  Pawtucket,  Seekonk, 
and  Rehoboth,  and  in  this  work  he  was  engaged  about 
a  year.  The  same  year  he  was  elected  and  qualified 
as  town  surveyor.  In  1828  he  was  employed  by  the 
State  of  Massachusetts  as  assistant  surveyor  on  the 
route  of  what  is  now  the  Boston  and  Providence  Rail- 
road. He  has  ever  been  a  Democrat,  and  unswerv- 
ingly has  followed  the  teachings  of  the  great  apostles 
of  that  faith,  Jefferson  and  Jackson,  and  has  ever  be- 
lieved that  the  perpetuity  of  the  republic  depended 
on  a  strict  adherence  to  the  principles  enunciated  by 
them,  and  has  voted  for  every  Democratic  candidate 
for  President  since  his  first  vote,  which  was  cast  for 
Jackson  in  1823.  His  fellow-citizens  have  honored 
him  not  infrequently  with  important  trusts.  He  has 
been  justice  of  the  peace  (appointed)  for  over  fifty 
years,  was  elected  county  commissioner  three  terms, 
selectman,  overseer  of  the  poor,  and  assessor  several 
terms.  He  has  been  a  careful  and  shrewd  financier, 
and  enjoys  a  handsome  competency  to  supply  the 
needs  of  life's  last  years.  He  has  been  president  of 
the  Attleborough  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company  for 
years,  was  prenident  of  Loan  and  Fund  Association 
of  Attleborough,  and  is  now  the  president  of  its  suc- 
cessor, "  The  Loan  and  Savings  Association  of  Attle- 
borough,'' and  is  treasurer  of  the  Norfolk  and  Bristol 
Horse-Thief  Detective  Society,  and  president  of  the 
Oas-Light  Union  Company  of  Attleborough  since  its 
organization.  He  married,  in  1824,  Adeline  Bliss, 
granddaughter  of  the  reputable  Dr.  James  Bliss.   She 


died  March  19, 1872.    Their  surviving  children  are 
Isabella  A.  (Mrs.  Amos  Ide)  and  Ellen  Maria  married 
(l)QeorgeE.Payson,  (2)  George  W.Curren.  He  mar-  ^ 
ried,  Oct.  14, 1872,  Cynthia,  daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Betsey  Blossom,  of  Fairhaven,  Mass. 

Mr.  Capron  has  ever  possessed  vigorous  health, 
which  has  largely  been  promoted  by  his  active  life. 
He  has  never  employed  a  physician  for  himself,  and 
never  has  known  a  sick  day.  He  will  now,  at  eighty 
years,  with  his  favorite  instruments,  go  out,  and,  ' 
without  apparent  fatigue,  do  days'  works  that  would 
appall  much  younger  men.  A  short  time  since  he 
walked  from  Pawtucket  to  his  home  in  Attleborough, 
nearly  nine  miles,  after  eight  p.m.,  and  he  says 
'*  could  have  walked  back  easily  without  resting." 

For  over  half  a  century  Mr.  Capron  has  been  per- 
sonally identified  with  the  public  interests  of  his 
native  town,  and  largely  instrumental  in  its  pros- 
perity, and,  to-day  with  much  of  the  vigor  and  elas-* 
ticity  of  early  manhood,  is  actively  engaged  in  what- 
ever may  tend  to  elevatQ  or  improve  its  business  or 
its  population.  He  enjoys  the  esteem  of  all  the 
better  elements  of  the  community  for  his  personal 
worth  and  business  integrity  and  ability. 


LYMAN  W.  DBAN. 

In  slightly  tracing  the  biographies  of  most  of  the 
men  of  whom  special  notice  has  been  taken  in  this 
department  of  our  work,  we  have  had  occasion  to 
note  the  fact  that  many  eminent  among  them  were 
much  more  indebted  to  their  own  unaided  efforts 
than  to  adventitious  circumstances,  not  of  their  own 
direction,  for  the  high  social  and  political  distinction 
to  which  some  of  them  have  been  called. 

We  have  also  explained  what,  in  our  opinion,  has 
been  the  influencing  cause,  namely,  that  the  genius 
of  republicanism  creates  the  will  to  do  homage  to  the 
aristocracy  of  mind  alone,  while  the  advantages  of 
family  or  wealth  are  held  as  nothing  if  not  blended 
with  an  intelligent  virtue,  in  the  possessor.  Mind 
makes  its  own  elevation,  commands  its  own  recogni- 
tion and  admiration,  be  its  source  from  among  the 
depths  of  poverty  or  cradled  among  the  down  of 
wealth  and  luxuriance.  It  is  the  glory  and  strength 
of  this  great  republia  Its  power  is  ratified  by  the 
people,  whenever  its  object  is  seen  to  be  good  and 
properly  directed,  and  the  case  of  the  gentleman 
whose  name  heads  this  article  stands  as  a  prominent 
evidence  of  a  popular  appreciation  of  a  self-gleaned 
intelligence,  honorable  alike  to  the  possessor  and 
those  who  have  recognized  it. 

Ephraim  Dean,  grandfather  to  the  subject  of  our 
sketch,  removed  from  the  town  of  Taunton  in  early 
life,  and  became  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  the 
district  now  known  as  Attleborough.  The  place 
where  he  pitched  his  tent  in  the  then  wilderness  is 
now  known  by  the  name  of  Deanville,  of  which  he 
became  proprietor,  as  also  of  a  large  surrounding 
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tract  of  land,  on  which  MTeral  Jtry  Talnable  water 
privileges  were  to  be  had.  Thit  patriarch  married  a 
lady  (Martha  Balcomb)  worthy  to  be  a  helpmeet  to 
a  man  of  enterprise  such  ae  he  proTed  himeelfy  and 
bore  him  children,  ^to,  Bphraim,  Patty,  and  Sarah. 
The  sons  long  conducted  a  manu&ctaring  boaineM 
upon  the  estate  alluded  to,  under  the  name  of 
Ephraim  and  Asa  Dean,  the  latter  of  whom  waa  the 
father  of  Lyman  Washington  Dean.  Am  D§em  was 
born  at  Deanyllle  in  1769,  and  died  Dec  26, 1816. 
He  was  twice  married,  first  to  Phebe  Wilmarth,  by 
whom  be  bad  six  children,  fire  of  whom  are  liTing; 
second,  to  Chloe  Bourn,  daughter  of  Andrew  Boom, 
and  had  seven  children,  four  of  whom  were  liTing  at 
his  death.  Asa  Dean  was  a  leading  buainesa  man  in 
his  day,  and  a  Democrat  in  politica. 

Lyman  W.  Dean  was  bom  on  the  29d  of  February. 
1805  (the  birthday  of  the  immortal  Washington),  con- 
sequently he  was  seventy-eeven  yean  of  age  last  birth- 
day.  When  eleven  yean  of  age  his  Ikther  died,  leaT- 
ing  him  and  three  sisters,  two  younger  than  he,  to  the 
care  of  a  surviving  mother,  who  also  bad  dcTolved  on 
her  the  charge  of  a  large  and  unproductiTe  real  estate. 

Mr.  Dean  remained  on  the  fturm,  spending  his  time 
in  rural  pursuits  until  he  was  about  scTenteen  yean 
of  age,  when  his  mother  gaTO  up  the  care  of  the  estate 
and  removed  to  a  factory  in  the  vicinity,  where  two 
members  of  the  family  fonnd  employment.  The  only 
pride  Mr.  Dean  was  taught  to  poMess  was  that  which 
arose  from  the  exercise  of  an  honest  industry,  and  he 
found  full  scope  for  ita  indulgence  during  eighteen 
months  when  he  worked  in  the  mill  at  the  trade  of  a 
mule-spinner,  which  was  then  a  more  lucratiTe  busi- 
ness than  it  is  now.  During  that  period,  although 
not  then  of  age,  he  was  permitted  to  act  for  himself 
and  to  dispose  of  the  fruits  of  his  own  industry. 
Every  subsequent  step  he  thenceforth  took  in  life  ex- 
hibited to  him  the  disadvantage  of  very  much  neg- 
lected education  he  had  received,  and  which  neglect 
he  attributed  solely  to  himself  and  his  unwillingness 
to  profit  by  the  privileges  he  had  at  one  time  within 
his  power. 

Thus  seeing  his  neglect,  he  set  about  regaining 
lost  ground  with  a  diligence  characteristic  of  tlie 
future  man.  For  one  year  he  devoted  himself  to  a 
varied  course  of  study  in  the  common  school  prima- 
rily, and  latterly  in  the  seminary  at  Wrentham.  Such 
was  his  natural  ability  to  study,  aptitude  to  learn,  and 
commendable  diligence  at  his  tasks,  that  on  leaving 
the  academy  he  had  a  recommendation  from  the  prin- 
cipal to  teach  the  English  branches  in  the  common 
schools.  He  taught  school  first  in  Rehoboth,  where 
he  conducted  his  duties  much  to  the  satisfaction  of 
his  constituents.  In  the  spring  of  that  year  his  mother 
returned  to  the  farm,  and  he  left  his  situation  as  in- 
structor to  undertake  its  management.  From  that 
period  up  to  1835  he  continued  to  labor  at  farming 
during  the  open  seasons,  and  to  teach  in  the  winter 
months.    In  the  intervals  he  taught  school  in  Attle- 


borough,  Taunton,  Oanton,  and  Dedluun,  wkare  he 
was  pecnliarly  happy  in  giving  aatiaftiction  to  the 
parties  interested.  A  more  important  duty,  ako^mean* 
time  deroWed  upon  him.  He  married  liaryetto  In- 
graham,  daughter  of  Earn  and  Eloiaa  Biehmrdsoo, 
April  8, 1888.  Bhe  was  bom  May  81, 1807,  in  Attle- 
borongh.  They  had  four  children,-r-Heniy  K,  boni 
April  17, 1884,  died  July  8, 1867 ;  he  lea  one  daugh- 
ter, Mary  W.,  who  died  at  sixteen ;  Frank,  bom  Dec. 
29, 1887 ;  8ebra»  bora  Dec  9, 1889,  died  Dec  11, 1842; 
and  Sebra  Ingraham,  bora  Not.  4^  1849,  died  Not. 
24,1849. 

.  The  temperance  oauae  fonnd  in  Mr.  Dean  one  of 
ita  moal  enthusiastic  advocates,  and  in  1886  he  was 
solicited  by  the  proprieton  of  a  temperance  hotel  in 
AtUeboiottgh  to  take  charge  of  the  establmhment 
This  solicitation  was  founded  on  a  thorongh  knowl- 
edge of  the  sterling,  character  for  int^rity  he  poa- 
aessed,  as  well  as  on  his  reputation  as  an  unwavering 
supporter  of  the  temperance  moTement  He  was  in- 
duced to  accept  the  offer  made  him,  and  entered  upon 
his  occupation  in  connection  with  the  hotel,  which  he 
now  owns  and  managea. 

It  is  but  justice  to  Mrs.  Dean's  reputation  to  atate 
here  that  her  peculiar  qualificationa  to  manage,  the 
domestic  details  of  a  large  establishment  of  the  sort 
Airnished  a  liberal  sliare  of  the  inducement  prompting 
the  proprietors  to  offer  the  charge  of  the  hotel  to  Mr. 
Dean. 

Boon  after  entering  on  this  business  the  poet-office 
was  placed  under  his  charge  in  1887,  and  this  he  con? 
tinned  to  hold  for  twonty-four  yearn  except  a  short 
interval.  He  was  also  appointed  agont  at  the  rail- 
road station,  and  held  the  same  for  thirteen  years.  A 
freak  of  fortune,  as  a  friend  of  his  designated  it,  ena- 
bled Mr.  Dean  to  make  a  purchase  of  his  hotel  in 
1837,  which  transaction  involved  a  large  sum  of  money, 
as  the  estate  was  then  very  valuable,  and  is  much  more 
so  now.  Up  to  1850,  Mr.  Dean  continued  to  fill  his 
offices  of  host,  station  agent,  and  keeper  of  the  post- 
office,  from  the  latter  of  which  he  was  removed,  in 
opposition  to  the  almost  unanimous  reiuoustrunces  of 
his  fellow-townsmen,  in  the  year  mentioned.  The 
situation  was  worth  about  three  hundred  dollars  per 
annum.  The  station  agency  he  resigned  on  account 
of  the  pressure  of  his  other  duties.  The  propriety  of 
this  step  will  be  recognized  when  we  state  that,  besides 
the  above  occupations,  he  kept  a  livery-stable  in  con- 
nection with  his  hotel  establishment,  ran  the  first 
line  of  stages  eight  miles  from  the  railroad  station  (it 
takes  a  railroad  to  do  the  business  to-day),  and  acted 
for  fifteen  years  as  a  hank  director,  lie  received  the 
appointment  as  a  notary  public,  which  appointment 
came  unsolicited  by  him  from  the  late  Qoveruor 
Briggs,  and  which  he  held  for  more  than  forty  years. 
Receiving  such  an  important  privilege  from  a  party 
opposed  to  Mr.  Dean  in  political  matters,  must  be 
considered  highly  complimentary  to'  him  as  a  citizen. 

With  such  a  variety  of  offices,  and  the  responsibili- 
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ties  they  included,  it  is  not  wonderful  that  Mr.  Dean 
refused  to  accept  various  local  public  offices  offered 
liim.  So  soon,  however,  as  his  leisure  seemed  to'  tol- 
erate the  hope  of  accepting  his  public  trusts,  his 
friends  nominated  him  a  candidate  for  the  Senate  in 
1S48.  The  divided  state  of  political  parties  at  that 
period  hardly  held  out  even  a  remote  hope  of  success, 
and  disappointment  was  consequently  not  great  on 
account  of  failure.  In  1849  he  again  received  the 
senatorial  nomination,  but  was  compelled  to  decline 
the  honor.  He  was  a  third  time  nominated  for  the 
same  office  in  1850,  shortly  afler  having  been  removed 
from  the  post-office,  and  when  public  interest  was  ex- 
cited in  his  favor  to  a  more  than  usual  degree  on  that 
account,  and  was  elected,  and  accepted  the  honorable 
position  assigned  him  by  the  citizeus  of  his  native 
county. 

We  have  now  to  add  a  few  words  relative  to  his 
political  character,  as  it  b  appreciated  by  all  parties. 
One  prevailing  feature  in  the  public  conduct  of  Mr. 
Dean  was  strict,  open-handed  honesty  of  purpose. 
He  was  appreciated  as  a  Democrat  of  the  most  liberal 
stamp,  and  was  well  known  as  not  ashamed  or  afraid 
to  utter  his  sentiments  in  behalf  of  his  party  tenets. 
His  advocacy  of  the  more  important  questions  before 
the  Senate  while  senator  was  on  behalf  of  a  Demo- 
cratic principle  which  lie  desired  to  ramify  all  his 
public  acts.  In  expressing  his  views  on  any  article 
of  public  policy  he  had  peculiar  facility  in  the 
choice  of  language,  and  a  very  happy  mode  of  apply- 
ing it.  His  general  knowledge  of  the  details  of  public 
affairs  enables  him  to  speak  oflen  and  always  with 
acceptance.  Some  may  argue  more  logically,  and 
construct  their  theories  on  a  more  strictly  mathe- 
matical basis,  but  few  haVe  the  power  of  rendering 
their  arguments  more  plain  to  the  general  compre- 
hension. He  was  sheriff  of  Bristol  County  under 
Governor  Boutwell  for  the  years  1851  and  1852 ;  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  more  than  thirty  years ;  collector  of 
internal  revenue  three  or  four  years,  and  collector 
of  pensions  and  bounties  till  the  present  time.  He 
voted  for  Abraham  Lincoln  for  President  of  the 
United  States  in  the  fall  of  1860,  and  has  since  acted 
and  voted  with  the  Republican  party,  though  he  still 
maintains  the  same  general  principles  ho  always  ad- 
vocated. He  is  one  of  those  who  holds  that  the 
Democratic  party  has  left  him,  and  he  not  the  party. 
In  1871  he  settled  in  the  house  where  he  now  resides. 
He  has  made  his  money  principally  in  real  estate  and 
stocks,  and  is  now  considered  one  of  the  wealthy  men 
of  Attleborough. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dean  are  members  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church,  of  which  she  has  been  a  member  for 
more  than  fifty  years.  The  accompanying  portrait 
represents  him  iu  the  prime  of  life. 


LTMAN  WHITB  DAOGBTT. 

• 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  like  most  of  the  name 
in  this  town  and  in  Connecticut,  are  descended  from. 
John  Daggett,  who  came  to  Attleborough  from  Chil- 
mark  about  1709  with  a  family  of  nine  children,  con- 
sisting of  May  hew,  Ichabod,  and  others. 

Deacon  Mayhew  was  the  father  of  Elihu,  who  be- 
came a  very  respectable  elder  in  the  Baptist  Church. 
He  also  held  a  commission  as  captain  in  the  provin- 
cial militia,  and  with  two  of  his  sons,  Mayhew  and 
Ichabod,  was  engaged  in  the  fight  in  1758  of  Col. 
Bradstreet,  which  resulted  in  the  capture  of  Fort 
Frontenac,  together  "  with  nine  armed  vessels,  sixty 
cannon,  sixteen  mortars,  and  a  vast  quantity  of  am- 
munition." The  circumstance  of  the  elder's  partici- 
pation in  this  battle  is  given,  as  frequently  related  by 
his  son  Elihu,  then  a  lad  of  some  thirteen  years. 
The  two  sons  had  been  absent  some  time  in  the  war, 
and  no  news  had  been  received  from  them.  The 
father  said,  in  his  anxiety,  "  If  I  hear  nothing  in  a 
week  I  will  go  and  find  them."  Nothing  was  heard. 
He  shouldered  his  musket,  reached  the  seat  of  war, 
found  a  battle  raging,  entered  the  action,  and  after 
the  victory  discovered  his  sons  as  participants  with 
himself  in  its  glory. 

From  the  elder  sprang  Adjt.  Elihu  Daggett,  born 
Dec.  4,  1745,  an  industrious  and  upright  citizen,  for 
many  years  a  faithful  teacher  of  youth,  long  engaged 
in  the  culture  of  his  estate,  where,  in  1796,  he  erected 
the  dwelling-house  lately  so  beautified  and  improved 
by  its  present  occupant,  H.  N.  Daggett,  Esq.  The 
adjutant  was  a  minute-man  in  the  Revolution,  and  as 
such  started  for  the  field  at  the  alarm  given  from 
Bunker  Hill.    He  died  June  14,  1888. 

Capt.  Elihu  Daggett  was  the  son  of  the  above 
named,  born  Feb.  24, 1785.  He  pursued  for  years  the 
culture  of  the  soil  as  a  means  of  his  livelihood ;  was  a 
faithful  husband  and  a  tender  parent.  He  was  a  de- 
voted member  of  the  Masonic  institution,  walking  in 
its  light  and  rejoicing  in  its  promises.  Nov.  28, 1810, 
he  married  Miss  Lucinda  White,  of  Pembroke,  Plymr 
outh  Co.,  Mass.,  a  lineal  descendant  of  Peregrine  White. 
Her  father  was  Capt.  William  White,  a  faithful  soldier 
of  the  Revolution,  present  at  the  surrender  of  Corn- 
wallis,  and  engaged  in  many  battles  during  that  fear- 
ful struggle. 

Capt.  Elihu  Daggett  was  exceedingly  fond  of  mili- 
tary exercises.  Few  employments  affi>rded  him  more 
pleasure  than  trainings  and  the  discipline  of  soldiers. 
In  the  war  of  1812  and  1815  he  commanded  a  com- 
pany for  a  brief  period,  stationed  at  Plymouth,  Mass., 
and  after  the  close  of  that  strife,  on  his  return  home, 
was  instrumental  in  the  formation  of  the  Washington 
Rifle  Company,  for  some  time  under  his  command, 
distinguished  as  one  of  the  finest  and  best-disciplined 
companies  in  the  brigade.    He  died  Jan.  25, 1871. 

Lyman  White  Daggett  was  the  only  son  of  Capt. 
Elihu,  born  July  28, 1812.  He  was  educated  in  the 
schools  of  his  own  town,  eagerly  seeking  the  benefit  ot 
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all  within  his  reach,  and  findings  at  sach  mulUtad«a 
have  before  him,  the  fountains  of  knowledge  ever  open 
to  all  faithftil  seekers. 

After  availing  himself  of  all  the  advantages  afforded 
at  home  for  an  education,  he  became  a  member  of 
Phillips  Classical  Academy,  at  Andover,  ICasa^  en- 
joyed its  rich  opportunities,  fkithfUly  improved  the 
facilities  there  afforded  the  honesty  struggling  student, 
and  left  with  the  respect,  benediction,  and  warm  rec- 
ommendation of  its  renowned  principal,  the  late  Os- 
good Johnson,  Esq. 

For  some  eight  yean  subsequent  to  this  period 
Mr.  Daggett  was  successfhlly  engaged  as  a  teacher 
in  public  and  private  schools,  then  he  became  pas- 
tor of  the  UniverBalist  Ohurch  and  parish  in  Hollia- 
ton,  Mass.,  and  June  8, 1842,  married  Miss  Nancy  O. 
Fuller,  daughter  of  John  and  Nancy  Fuller,  a  lead- 
ing and  influential  fomily  of  Wrentham,  Mass.  Mr. 
Fuller's  mother  was  Mary  Mazcy^  a  daughter  of  Jo- 
siah  Maxcy,  and  a  near  relative  of  the  distinguished 
Jonathan  Maxcy,  president  of  Brown  University. 
Three  children  have  been  bom  to  them,  of  whom 
only  one  remains,  since  two  have  been  already  called 
to  the  home  above. 

Subsequently  Mr.  Daggett  preached  in  Andover, 
Mass.,  and  in  Woodstock  and  Hartland,  Vt.  As  a 
preacher,  he  was  regarded  dear  and  sound  in  the 
exposition  of  his  subjects,  apt  and  close  in  the  appli- 
cation of  truth  to  the  hearer's  heart  His  faith  was 
strong  and  unchanging  in  God,  Christy  and  immor- 
tality. In  pastoral  labors  he  was  ever  faithfUl,  visit- 
ing his  people  to  do  them  good,  seeking  their  homes 
in  periods  of  sadneas,  misfortune,  and  sickness,  to  per- 
form labors  of  love,  to  spend  and  be  spent  in  their 
service. 

On  the  death  of  his  mother,  in  1848,  he  resigned 
his  place  at  Hartland,  Vt,  removing  to  Mileton 
Falls.,  Mass.,  where  he  has  since  resided,  engaged  in 
the  successful  pursuit  of  agriculture. 

Like  many  others,  M?  Daggett  has  been  to  a  mod- 
erate extent  in  public  life,  having  filled  the  offices  of 
selectman,  overseer  of  the  poor,  assessor,  and  town 
clerk  for  several  terms.  He  has  also  often  been  a 
member  of  the  school  committee.  In  1861, 1862,  and 
1858  he  represented  the  town  in  the  Legislature.  As 
a  member  of  the  Legislature,  ho  was  a  friend  and  ad- 
vocate of  prohibition,  of  the  mechanics'  lien  law,  of 
homestead  exemption,  of  the  secret  ballot,  in  fine,  of 
all  enactments  calculated  to  promote  home  rule,  free 
votes,  and  honest  counts.  He  has  always  been  true 
io  temperance,  speaking  on  all  suitable  occasions  in 
its  advocacy,  and  living  in  the  practice  of  total  absti- 
nence from  all  intoxicants  for  more  than  filly  years 
past.  It  need  hardly  be  added  that  Mr.  Daggett 
voted  for  Mr.  Sumner  for  United  States  senator  with 
hearty  pleasure,  and  contemplates  his  act  with  ever- 
increasing  satisfaction. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  now  in  the  enjoyment 
of  good  health,  pursuing  his  peaceflil  calling  as  a  cul- 


tivator of  the  soil  under  his  own  vine  and  flf-tnsb 
**  having  none  to  molest  or  make  him  afraid,"  while 
he  awaits  the  sammona  of  the  Divine  Bpirit  ^ 


W.  D.  WHITIMO. 

The  earliest  recorded  mention  of  a  member  of  the 
Whiting  fiunily  ia  that  of  "  William  Whytyug,''  who 
was  in  the  year  1888  taxed  as  a  dtisen  of  Boston,  hi 
England. 

John  Whiting  was  mayor  of  that  borough  in  1800 
and  in  1808;  he  also  held  the  office  of  vice-admiral 
of  Lincolnshire  in  1802.  His  son  Samuel  was  a  min* 
later  of  the  Established  Church,  but  being  unwilling 
to  conform  to  all  the  usages  of  that  church,  and  be- 
ing complained  of  therefor  to  the  Bishop  of  Norwich, 
finally  emigrated  to  the  American  ooloniea,  and  set- 
tled (1886)  in  Lynn,  Maas.  His  posterity  conatitots 
one  branch  of  the  American  family  of  Whitinga. 

Nathaniel  Whiting,  of  Dedham,  Maas.,  emigrated 
fh>m  Bozford,  Suffolk  Co.,  England,  in  the  year  1688. 

Most  of  those  bearing  the  name  of  Whiting  origi- 
nating in  Wrentham,  Hingham,  Plymouth,  etc.,  as 
well  as  all  the  Dedham  stock  in  that  line,  have  de- 
scended from  this  Nathaniel. 

He  was  undoubtedly  related  to  Samuel,  above  men* 
tioned.  He  (Nathaniel)  was  one  of  the  sizty-dght 
proprietors  of  land  in  the  infimt  settlement  of ''  Con- 
tentment," afterwards  called  Dedham,  the  land  being 
described  in  the  deed  or  grant  of  conveyance  (1642) 
as  "upland  ground,  fit  for  improvement  wiUi  tl|e 
plow." 

He  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  the  town  (1686). 
In  1641  a  foot-path  was  laid  out  to  the  first "  water- 
mill"  that  had  been  established  in  the  precinct,  and 
soon  after  the  mill,  and  all  lands,  privileges,  and 
appurtenances  thereto  belonging,  were  conveyed  by 
deed  to  Nathaniel  Whiting  by  Rev.  John  Allin  and 
John  Dwight.  For  more  than  two  centuries  grut- 
and  saw-mills  located  on  this  same  site  have  been 
owned  and  improved  in  propria  per$ona  by  lineal 
descendants  of  the  grantee. 

In  Mann's  "Annals  of  Dedham"  repeateil  mention  is 
made  of  meuibers  of  the  Whiting  family.  Isaac 
Whiting  was  town  clerk  at  the  beginning  of  tlie 
llevolutiouary  war.  His  term  of  service  was  con- 
tinued for  six  years.  Others  were  selectmen,  assessors, 
and  overseers  of  the  ]>oor,  and  were  continued  in  these 
responsible  positions  for  many  years.  As  a  general 
thing,  the  family  have  been  devoted  to  agricultural 
pursuits,  and  some  of  the  finest  tracts  of  lands  in  the 
town  have  been  owned  by  thorn  for  many  successive 
generations.  Nov.  4,  1643,  Nathaniel  Whiting  .mar- 
ried Hannah  Dwight.  The  Dwights  were  among  the 
original  settlers,  and  presumably  of  considerable  note, 
from  the  fact  that  the  stream  connecting  Charles 
River  with  Neponset  had  from  the  first  been  known 
as  Dwight's  Brook.  The  ancient  church  records  say 
of  Capt.  Timothy  Dwight  that  **  he  was  a  gentleman 


^.^ 


ATTLEBOROUGH. 


585 


truly  MTiotiH  and  godly ;  one  of  an  excellent  spirit, 
]>cacernl,  generous,  charitable,  and  a  promoter  of  the 
(rue*  intrrt^t-s  of  the  church  and  town/'  lliH  son 
Timothy  was  »  much -respected  president  of  Yale 
College. 

Nathaniel  Whiting  and  Hannah  Dwight,  of  Ded- 
hain,  were  married  Sejit.  4, 1643. 

Samuel,  son  of  Nathaniel  and  Hannah,  was  born 
Oct.  20,  1649. 

Samuel  Whiting  and  Sarah  Metcalf,  both  of  Ded- 
ham,  wore  marriiMl  Sept.  23,  167(5. 

Ihivid,  first  son  of  Samuel  and  Sarah,  was  born 
July  30,  1700. 

David  *  was  married  to  Mary  Fuller  by  Ilev.  Samud 
Dcxti^r,  Doc.  4,  1732,  all  of  Deilham. 

David,  second  son  of  David  ^  and  Mary  Fuller,  was 
born  Feb.  22,  1735. 

David'  and  Hannah  Walloott,  daughter  of  Moses 
and  Mary  Wallcott,  were  married  October,  1766,  all 
of  Attlcborough. 

David,  grandfather  of  William,  died  January,  1800. 

David*  and  Mary,  his  wife,  came  from  Dedham  to 
Attlelwrough,  probably  in  1733  or  1734;  they  bought 
a  farm  and  woodland,  which  remained  in  the  Whiting 
family  until  a  few  years  ago. 

The  children  of  David  and  Hannah  Whiting  were 
John,  born  Nov.  ir»,  I7<»7;  David'^,  born  July  10, 
1770  ;  llann:ih,born  May  14,  1772;  John,  born  March 
13,  1773;  Lemuel,  born  Doc.  12,  1776;  l>ewis,  born 
Dec.  4,  1778;  Alice,  born  Feb.  3,  1783.  Alice  died 
June  7,  ISIO. 

Lemuel  and  Nancy,  daughter  of  Oliver  and  Polly 
(Dnjrgett)  Hlackinton,  were  married  July  2,  1811. 

Lemuel  die<l  Sept.  30,  1823;  Nancy  died  October, 

1  .s<;s. 

The  children  of  Capt.  I^muel  and  Nancy  were 
Mary  Ann,  born  May  7,  1812;  William  Dean,  born 
Dec'  23,  1815;  Uvi  Willard,  born  1821. 

William  Dean  Whiting,  son  of  Lemuel  and  Nancy 
(Hlackinton)  Whiting,  was  born  in  Attlcborough, 
Mass.,  Dec.  23,  1815.  His  father  was  a  farmer,  was 
an  industrious  and  hard-working  man,  whp  prided 
himself  on  the  superiority  of  his  cattle,  of  which  he 
had  very  fine  one*,  mostly  oxen,  with  which  he  did  a 
large  nmount  of  moving  buildings.  Ho  married 
Nancy  RIackinton,  of  the  honorable  family  of  that 
name  which  has  from  1700  been  prominently  con- 
nectcfl  with  Attleborough.  They  had  four  children, 
— Mary  A.  R  (Mrs.  Samuel  Kent,  of  Seekonk,  de- 
ceased), Nancy  (died  young),  William  I).,  and  Levi 
Willnrd  (deceased).  He  died  when  William  was 
about  seven  years  old,  leaving  his  wife  in  limited 
circumstances  to  bring  up  her  young  family,  which, 
like  a  true  New  England  mother,  she  succeeded  in 
doing.  Young  William  was  early  compelled  to  rely 
on  himself  for  support,  and  commenced  a  life  of 
many  years  of  successful  labor  when  eight  years  of 
age  by  doing  chores,  riding  horse,  etc.,  for  his  uncle, 
Artemus  Stanley,  for  his  board.     Here  he  stayed  one 


year.  When  ten  years  old  he  engaged  with  Mr. 
Whittemore,  a  farmer,  to  work  for  his  board,  and 
remained  with  him  two  years.  Returning  then  to 
his  mother's  home,  ho  began  to  work  by  the  day,  as 
opportunity  offcrcil,  for  twenty-five  cents  a  day  until 
he  was  fourteen.  He  was  then  apprenticed  to  Draper 
&  Tiflls,  jewelry  manufacturers,  to  learn  their  trade, 
and  for  six  years  he  steadily  applied  himself  to  thor- 
oughly master  it.  Mr.  Tiflls,  his  uncle  by  marriage, 
pleasefl  with  his  attention  to  their  interests,  took 
cHpecial  pains  with  him,  and  he  became  very  profi- 
cient in  all  departments. 

After  learning  his  trade  Mr.  Whiting  remained  with 
the  firm  one  year  as  journeyman,  then  dull  times 
came  on  and  work  was  scarce,  so  he  employed  himself 
in  chasing  gilt  buttons  for  B.  &  W.  Kobinson  for  a 
time;  then  for  a  short  period  was  employed  by  Dra- 
per 1^  Hlackinton  in  chasing  gilt  jewelry.  In  or  about 
1837  he  had  acquired  such  a  reputation  for  skill, 
steadiness,  and  reliability  that  he  was  ofi*ered,  and  ac- 
cepted, the  position  of  foreman  in  the  shop  of  H.  M. 
Richards,  at  East  Attleborough.  Mr.  Richards  made 
enameled  jewelry,  imitations  of  French  goods.  Not 
long  after  this  he  removed  his  business  and  machinery 
to  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  and  thither  Mr.  Whiting  ac- 
companied him,  superintending  the  removal  and  set- 
ting up  the  works  in  the  new  location,  and  continuing 
as  superintendent.  He  stayed  two  years  in  this  ca- 
pacity with  Mr.  Richards  and  his  successor,  Mr.  Gar- 
rett. He  then  began  business  for  himself  in  a  modest 
way,  manufacturing  jewelry,  principally  hearts  and 
crosses.  This  was  in  probably  the  most  depressed 
financial  times  this  country  ever  saw,  and  there  was 
almost  nothing  done,  and  that  poorly  remunerated,  so 
in  a  few  months  he  had  come  fully  to  the  conclusion 
of  removing  to  St.  Louis  and  trying  his  fortunes  in 
the  great  West.  This  he  was  not  to  do,  however,  for 
just  then  Albert  0.  Tifil,  an  old  Attleborough  ac- 
quaintance, made  him  a  proposition  to  return  to  that 
town  and  join  him  as  partner  in  the  jewelry  business 
there,  Mr.  John  TiiR;  (of  the  old  firm  of  Draper  <& 
Tifll)  to  be  their  financial  backer.  Up  to  this  time, 
owing  to  the  dullness  of  the  times,  the  labor  of  Mr. 
Whiting  had  not  given  much  substantial  result;  but 
the  value  of  faithful  working  and  systematic  economy 
had  been  so  strongly  impressed  upon  bis  nature  as  to 
affect  his  whole  subsequent  life.  This  time  was 
doubtless  the  pivotal  period  of  his  life.  Afber  careful 
thought  and  mature  deliberation  he  gave  up  his  con- 
templated Western  trip,  and  accepte<l  Mr.  Tifll's  pro- 
posal. In  1840  they  formed  the  firm  of  Tifll  & 
Whiting,  manufacturing  jewelers.  Two  aspiring, 
i  honest  young  men,  "  chock  full  of  day's  work,"  with 
a  joint  cash  capital  of  five  hundred  dollars,  they  de- 
spised not  the  day  of  small  beginnings,  and  laid  the 
foundations  of  future  success  by  industry  and  care. 
They  began  to  make  gold  goods, — hearts,  crosses, 
ladies'  and  gentlemen's  finger- rings.  Their  shop  was  a 
small  room  in  an  old  blacksmith -shop  on  the  bank  of 
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Ten-Mile  Kiver,  on  the  Boston  and  Providence  turn- 
])ike,  in  North  Attlehorough.  Mr.Tiniwusaniuchinidt, 
and  knew  nothing  of  practiciil  work  in  jewelry,  ho 
Mr.  Whiting  had  all  the  responsibility  of  the  shop. 
They  had  two  workmen, — Willard,  brother  of  Mr. 
Whiting  (who  had  previously  learned  his  trade  of 
him),  and  Peter  Hishop,  a  former  employ^"'  of  his  in 
Philadelphia.  As  a  contrast  to  the  present,  we  would 
say  that  all  Mr.  Whiting  paid  Mr.  Bishop,  a  skilled 
workman,  on  first  hiring  him,  was  live  dollars  per 
week.  Mr.  John  Titl't  first  sold  their  gfMxls,  but  after 
a  short  time  Mr.  A.  ( •.  TiHl  would  go  to  New  York  as 
salesman,  and  on  his  return  Mr.  Whiting  would  go  to 
Hoston  and  other  markets  in  New  England.  They 
determined  not  to  run  in  debt.  All  the  monetary  aid 
they  received  was  from  Mr.  Tifll,  as  promise<l  before 
they  entered  into  business,  and  all  he  did  was  to  get 
one  note  of  one  hundred  and  fifly  dollars  discounted 
at  the  Wrentham  Bank,  and  this  they  paid  outof  their 
business  when  it  matured. 

Their  trade  soon  became  too  large  for  their  small 
shop,  and  in  eighteen  months'  time  had  assumed  such 
proportions  that  they  were  forced  to  build  a  new 
building.  This  they  were  determined  to  build  largo 
enough  to  contain  room  for  their  work  for  all  time, 
and  they  erected  a  two-story  building  twenty-five  by 
forty,  for  whieh  they  paid  eight  hundred  dollars.  Into 
this  they  moved,  and  soon  found  they  nee<Ied  some 
power  to  supersede  the  slow  process  of  hand  labor 
and  facilitate  the  manufacture  of  goods.  By  this 
time  they  were  employing  thirty  to  forty  men  and 
doing  a  good  business.  Previously  to  this  the  Beaver 
Dam  Cotton-Mill  and  Factory  of  Draper  &  Tifll 
had  burned,  and  in  February,  1847,  Tifft  &  Whiting 
purchased  the  site  and  water  privilege,  paying  two 
thousand  dollars  for  it.  They  at  once  put  up  a  j)or- 
tion  of  the  present  Whiting  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany's building,  making  it  of  stone,  ninety  feet  long, 
forty  feet  wide,  and  three  rtt^)ries  high.  Mr.  Whiting 
gave  this  building  his  personal  superintendeni'-e,  and 
put  in  improved  machines  for  polishing,  rolling,  etc., 
by  ]»ower.  They  occupied  it  the  same  year,  opening 
it  with  seventy-five  operatives,  which  soon  became 
one  hundred  and  one  hundred  and  fifty. 

Wishing  a  safe  depository  for  their  gooils,  they 
added  forty  feet  more  in  length  to  their  building,  and 
in  one  corner  constructed  a  strong  stone  safe  eight 
feet  })y  twelve  and  the  height  of  the  building,  with 
doors  in  each  story.  Mr.  Tidl,  after  some  year^'  con- 
tinuance of  the  firm,  was  satisfied  with  the  fortune  he 
had  amassed,  and  wishing  to  retire  sold  his  interest 
to  Mr.  Whiting,  Jan.  1,  1851^,  for  which  In;  was  paid 
ninety  thousand  dollars  in  cash.  The  business  was 
in  the  full  tide  of  success,  and  was  very  profitable. 
It  stood  in  the  front  rank  of  the  business  firms  of 
the  country,  and  with  JSackett,  Davis  tV,  Potter,  of 
Providence,  was  the  first  jewelry  nnmu factory  to  es- 
tablish an  office  in  New  York  City.  These  firms  tf>ok 
offices  side  by  tide.     In  his  own  name,  and  afterwards 


as  W.  1).  Whiting  Jk,  Co.,  Mr.  Whiting  continni^l 
to  do  a  flourishing  business  for  years,  with  ollicen  ia 
IMiiladelphia  and  Boston  also.  H4M>n  after  renioving 
to  the  stone  building  he  had  added  the  manufacture 
of  silver  combs  for  ladies;  gradually  other  articletf 
were  added,  until  this  branch  became  an  immense 
busintrss  of  itself,  and  resulted  in  what  is  now  one 
of  the  largest  houses  in  the  country,  the  Whiting 
Manufacturing  Company.  This  was  organixetl  as 
a  stock  company  of  one  hundrc<l  and  fifty  thou.san<l 
dollars  capital,  and  afterwards  the  capiUil  stitck  was 
incre:ised  to  two  hundred  and  iifty  thousan<l  dol- 
lars. Mr.  Whiting  was  elected  president,  and  the 
manufacture  of  silver  entirely  supersedeil  the  jewelry 
business,  which  Wiis  closed.  The  duties  of  his  p«>si- 
tion  kept  Mr.  Whiting  busily  employed,  and  he  had 
but  little  leisure.  After  the  burning  of  their  W(»rks 
in  1875,  the  building  was  rebuilt  as  it  now  stands,  two 
hundreil  and  iifleen  feet  in  length  ;  but  they  s<xni  re- 
nn>ved  to  New  York  ('ity,  whither  Mr.  WHiiting  re- 
moved also  to  give  his  personal  attention  to  the  tit- 
ting  up  of  shops,  removal  and  putting  up  of  machin- 
ery, engine,  and  boiler,  ete.  ('ommencing  Jan.  1, 
187G,  in  February  of  the  same  year  the  new  works 
were  occupicil  and  rapidly  turning  oui  work.  Af^cr 
a  residence  (»f  five  years  in  New  York,  Mr.  Whiting 
returned  to  North  Attlehorough. 

He  married,  Dec.  17,  1839,  Rebecca  Damon,  f laugh- 
ter of  Pitt  and  Lucy  (Damon)  Jiutterfiehl,  of  Dotlhani, 
Mass.,  where  she  was  born  May  8,  1818.  They  Inid 
three  children, — William  Osborne  (a  beautiful  child 
of  brilliant  promise,  who  met  an  untimely  death  by 
drowning  at  four  years  of  age),  Frank  Miu'tinier, 
Josephine  S.,  and  Florence  R. 

With  the  exception  noted  above,  Mr.  Whiting  has 
all  his  life  resided  in  his  native  town,  and,  known  of 
all  men,  is  universally  esteemed  for  his  sterling  worth, 
honesty  of  dealin^^,  integrity,  mmlesty,  and  nnosten- 
tatitm.  He  has  .stood  on  every  rouml  of  Fortune's 
ladder,  and  in  his  old  age,  with  all  tln^  wi'allh  his 
faithful  labor  and  business  ability  of  years  has  brought 
him,  can  look  baek  and  proudly  say  that  not  miw  dollar 
has  been  ae(|uired  unjustly.  He  is  one  of  the  W'^l 
types  of  a  self-mailc  man  ;  has  .started  many  **  boy>" 
on  the  same  road  he  has  trod,  first,  by  taking  them 
JUS  apprentieiis ;  seeondly,  by  his  kind  ami  fatherly 
adviee,  giving  them  more  valuable  aid  than  thai  of 
money;  and  to-day  many  of  them  hold  a  loyal  friend- 
ship for  the  kind  old  frienil  whom  they  rivi*reneo 
almost  as  a  father.  Mr.  Whiting  is  in  aeeord  with 
the  highest  t.'U*ments  of  aoiriety,  and  is  one  of  Attle- 
borongh's  most  valiKMl  I'iti/uns.  His  sureess  i>  the 
njsult  of  steady  industry,  careful  teonomy,  business 
thrift  and  enterprise  reaithing  over  a  long  period 
<»f  years,  coupled  with  a  determination  to  give  hone>t 
value  to  whatevi'r  lie  nnnle.  lie  has  never  had  lime 
to  meddle  either  with  politics  or  spi'tulation,  and  has 
steadily  refused  all  public  positions,  but  is  a  Repub- 
lican in  political  belief. 
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Frank  M.  Whiting,  born  April  21, 1849,  was  edu- 
cated at  Norwich  Military  University,  at  Northfield, 
Yt.,  and  graduated  in  the  class  of  1868.  He  entered 
his  father's  shop,  where  he  worked  about  a  year,  then 
he  was  called  as  assistant  in  the  office,  first  in  Attle- 
borough  then  in  New  York,  and  afterwards  was  trav- 
eling salesman  for  several  years.  He  started  in  busi- 
ness in  North  Attleborough,  in  1878,  with  two  others, 
ID  the  manufacture  of  jewelry,  under  the  firm-name  of 
Holbrook,  Whiting  &  Albee.  This  firm  continued 
two  years,  when  his  father  bought  the  interests  of 
Holbrook  and  Albee,  and  tlie  firm  became  and  still 
continues  Frank  M.  Whiting  &  Co.  Its  specialties 
are  small  silver- wares,  novelties,  and  jewelry.  They 
employ  about  forty  hands.  While  Frank  attends  to 
the  traveling  and  selling,  his  father  superintends  the 
shop. 

Frank  married,  June  21, 1881,  Florence  L.,  daugh- 
ter of  E^dwin  and  Dorcas  (Doane)  Hancock,  of 
Wrentham.  They  reside  with  his  father  in  the  beau- 
tiful home  he  built  on  the  William  Blackinton  home- 
stead in  North  Attleborough,  where  he  has  lived  since 
October,  1857.  They  have  one  daughter,  Marion  D., 
born  Dec.  17,  1882. 


ABIBL   CODDINO. 


Alnel  Codding  ^  eldest  son  of  Abiel  and  Oloe  (Daggett) 
Codding,  was  bom  in  the  town  of  Rehoboth,  Mass., 
Jan.  29, 1817,  and  at  one  year  of  age  came  with  his 
parents  to  the  eastern  part  of  Attleborough.  His 
paternal  grandfather  was  Jamea  Codding^  a  native  of 
Taunton,  Bristol  Co.,  Mass.,  whither  his  ancestors  had 
come  at  an  early  day.  James  was  a  farmer  by  occu- 
pation. He  was  a  true  American,  and  fought  for  our 
independence  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  He  mar- 
ried Joanna  Eddy,  and  had  three  children,  viz.: 
David,  Abigail,  wife  of  Wheaton  Barrows,  and  Abiel, 
father  of  tlie  subject  of  our  sketch.  Both  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  James  Codding  spent  their  last  days  with  their 
son  Abiel  in  Attleborough,  Mass.  They  lived  to  be 
far  advahced  in  years,  and  their  children  attained  the 
remarkable  age  of  nearly  ninety  years.  Abiel  Codding, 
youngest  son  of  James,  was  born  in  Taunton,  Mass., 
Oct.  27,  1792,  and  died  in  Attleborough,  Oct.  8, 1881. 
His  boyhood  was  spent  at  home  on  his  father's  farm 
till  he  was  fourteen  or  fifteen  years  of  age,  when  he 
came  to  Attleborough,  and  worked  on  a  farm  by  the 
month  for  Seneca  San  ford.  He  was  very  industrious 
and  frugal,  and  strictly  temperate  in  all  his  habits. 
He  married  Cloe,  daughter  of  Elihu  Daggett,  and  to 
them  were  born  thirteen  children,  of  whom  eight 
grew  to  maturity,  viz.,  Cloe  (deceased),  Abiel,  Al- 
mira  (deceased),  Joanna  (deceased),  Mary  Ann,  David 
D.,  Harriet  N.,  and  Emily.  Mr.  Codding  was  a  well- 
to-do  farmer  in  Attleborough,  where  he  lived  for  more 
than  sixty-three  years,  leaving  an  example  of  in- 
dustry and  sobriety  well  worthy  the  imitation  of  the 


present  generation.  In  politics  he  was  a  Democrat 
of  the  Jefferson ian  school.  He  was  a  soldier  of  the 
war  of  1812,  and  drew  a  pension  for  his  services.  His 
name  will  long  be  remembered  as  one  of  the  most 
upright  and  honorable  men  in  town.  His  wife,  bom 
Dec.  12,  1792,  died  March  22, 1855. 

Abiel  Codding,  the  immediate  subject  of  our  sketch, 
was  reared  on  the  farm  in  East  Attleborough  till  he 
was  sixteen  years  of  age.  His  advilntages  for  an  ed- 
ucation were  such  as  the  common  schools  of  his  town 
afibrded.  Being  of  a  mechanical  turn  of  mind,  he 
early  turned  his  attention  to  the  jewelry  business. 
Hence  at  sixteen  we  find  him  iq  the  employ  of  H. 
M.  Richards,  one  of  the  pioneers  in  the  jewelry  busi- 
ness of  this  town.  He  remained  with  him  some 
three  years,  when  he  formed  a  copartnership  with 
Stephen  Richardson  (deceased),  under  the  firm-name 
of  Richardson  &  Codding,  and  was  thus  employed  a 
short  time  when  they  dissolved  partnership,  and  Mr. 
Codding  continued  his  trade  as  a  journeyman,  mak- 
ing valuable  improvements  in  the  difierent  kinds  of 
tools  used  in  the  jewelry  business.  In  1839  he  went 
to  Philadelphia  to  work  for  his  old  employer,  H.  M. 
Richards,  but  remained  but  a  few  months,  when  he 
returned  to  North  Attleborough  and  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  Ira  Richards  &  Co.  In  1842  he  formed  a 
copartnership  with  Ira  Richards  &  Co.,  the  firm  re- 
taining the  old  and  well-known  title.  This  firm  had 
a  house  in  New  York  City,  and  was  there  known  as 
Ira  Richards  &  Co.,  but  their  interest  in  Attlebor- 
ough was  known  as  Richards,  Codding  &  Co.  This 
firm  manufactured  all  kinds  of  jewelry,  besides 
"  hooks  and  eyes.'*  It  grew  from  a  very  small  ban- 
ning to  be  one  of  the  largest,  if  not  the  largest,  man- 
ufacturing interest  in  Attleborough,  employing  some 
two  hundred  and  twenty-five  hands  some  of  the  time, 
and  their  sales  amounted  to  many  thousands  every 
year. 

Mr.  Codding  was  naturally  a  mechanic,  and  by 
close  application  to  his  business  he  attained  a  degree 
of  success  acquired  by  few.  He  made  valuable  im- 
provements in  manufacturing,  and  obtained  several 
patents  for  new  tools.  About  1850  he  built  his  pres- 
ent fine  house  in  North  Attleborough,  where  he  has 
since  resided. 

In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat,  but  seldom  takes  a 
lively  interest  in  political  matters.  He  is  a  director 
of  the  First  National  Bank  of  North  Attleborough, 
and  president  of  the  Savings-Bank  of  Attleborough  ; 
also  president  of  the  North  Attleborough  Gas-Light 
Company.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  people  of 
his  town  repose  confidence  in  him. 

He  married  Ann  Maria,  daughter  of  Calvin  and 
Olive  (Blackington)  Richards,  Oct.  28, 1841.  She  was 
born  in  Attleborough,  Aug.  16, 1819.  Of  this  union 
the  following  children  have  been  born,  viz. :  Arthur 
E.,  Ella  M.  (deceased),  James  A.,  Edwin  A.,  and  Ellen 
L.  (deceased).  All  the  sons  are  in  the  jewelry  busi- 
ness, under  the  firm-name  of  Codding  Bros. 
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H.  N.  DAOGBTT. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Attleboroiigh, 
Jan.  27,  1821.  His  father,  Hon.  Ebenezer  Daggett, 
was  largely  interested  in  the  manufacture  of  cotton 
goods,  was  prominent  in  local  affairs,  and  at  the  time 
of  his  death  represented  his  district  in  the  State  Sen- 
ate. The  son,  after  completing  his  education  at 
Wrentham  Academy,-  moved  to  Boston,  where  he 
served  a  short,  unprofitable  apprenticeship  with  a 
relative,  after  which  he  returned  to  Attleborough, 
formed  a  partnership  with  his  brother,  H.  M.  Dag- 
gett, and  together  they  purchased  the  mills  at  the 
Falls  and  carried  en  the  manufacture  of  print  cloths 
for  a  number  of  years.  This  partnership  terminated 
in  1856.  About  this  time  Mr.  Daggett  conceived  the 
idea  of  making  braid  in  this  country,  and  started  a 
few  braiders  at  the  Power  Company's  shop  in  Attle- 
borough. Requiring  more  room,  he  had  moved  into 
the  mill  ^t  Farmer's,  and  was  also  occupying  the 
shop  at  Deantown. 

The  braid  business  had  never  before  been  attempted 
on  this  side  the  Atlantic,  but  now  the  time  seemed 
most  opportune  for  it.  The  civil  war  seriously  inter- 
fered with  the  importation  of  these  goods,  but  the  de- 
mand for  them  was  constantly  increasing.  Mr.  Dag-. 
gett  saw  his  golden  opportunity  and  grasped  it  He 
must  have  more  room.  He  repurchased  the  mill 
property  at  Attleborough  Falls,  which  he  had  sold  to 
H.  M.  Richards  in  1855,  and  filling  it  with  the  best 
of  American  braid  machinery  he  commenced  the 
work  which  has  resulted  so  advantageously  to  both 
the  individual  and  the  public. 

On  moving  to  Falls  village,  as  it  was  called,  Mr. 
Daggett's  first  business  was  to  establish  order.  Pre- 
vious to  his  coming  it  was  no  uncommon  thing  for  the 
rowdy  element  to  take  possession  of  streets,  side- 
walks, stores,  or  public  meetings,  to  the  terror  and  ex- 
clusion of  better  people.  Under  his  energetic  treat- 
ment the  roughs  either  left  town  or  subsided  into 
peaceful  citizens.  Through  his  influence  a  post-ofiice 
was  established,  and  with  his  aid  a  church  was  built, 
and  other  public  improvements  pushed  to  comple- 
tion. 

Up  to  18G8  a  stage-coach  was  the  only  passenger 
conveyance  between  North  and  East  Attleborough, 
and  all  freight  for  the  former  was  hauled  over  the 
road  in  teams.  In  January  of  that  year  Mr.  Dag- 
gett requested  a  few  gentlemen  to  meet  at  his  resi- 
dence, the  purpose  being  to  secure  a  railroad  between 
the  two  villages.  This  was  the  origin  of  the  Attle- 
borough Branch  Railroad.  Within  one  year  from  the 
time  these  gentlemen  held  the  meeting  the  work 
waa  completed,  and  the  cars  were  running  over  the 
road. 

In  the  mean  time  American  braids  had  outgrown 
the  prejudices  of  the  consumer,  and  the  demand  for 
them  had  so  increased  as  to  require  the  mill  to  be  run 
both  day  and  night,  employing,  of  course,  two  sets  of 
hands,  and  the  annual  product  had  reached  to  up- 


wards of  sixty  thousand  miles  of  braid.  At  this  time 
Mr.  Daggett  had  an  arrangement  wiUi  J.  O.  Mone, 
of  Boston,  under  which  the  manufactured  gooda  were 
sold  by  Mr.  Morse  on  joint  account,  he  supplying 
the  yarn  and  Mr.  Daggett  furnishing  labor  and 
machinery.  In  1869,  Mr.  Morse  became  seriously 
embarrassed,  necessitating  an  abandonment  of  this 
arrangement.  Mr.  Daggett's  fortune  went  down  with 
the  wreck,  but  he  had  an  ample  capital  in  his  energy, 
courage,  and  determination.  He  at  once  formed  a 
partnership  with  Austin  Dunham,  of  Hartford,  and 
George  S.  Moulton,  of  New  York.  This  connection, 
a  very  happy  and  successful  one,  terminated  in  1878, 
and  thereafter  until  1879,  Mr.  Daggett  conducted  the 
business  alone,  when,  feeling  the  need  of  relief  from 
the  engrossing  cares  of  business,  he  disposed  of  the 
stock  and  machinery  to  a  company,  in  which  he  re- 
tains a  large  interest,  and  of  which  he  is  president 
and  treasurer. 

Mr.  Daggett  has  added  largely  to  the  value  of  his 
mill  property,  and  improved  the  appearance  of  the 
village  by  building  a  number  of  tasty  cottages  and 
three  large  jewelry -shops,  and  one  fine  store. 

The  shops  get  their  power  from  the  mill,  which  is 
equipped  with  a  powerful  steam-engine,  although  its 
main  dependence  is  upon  the  water-power,  which  for 
ten  months  in  the  year  is  one  of  the  best  in  the  State. 

Mr.  Daggett's  home  is  one  of  the  most  attractive 
in  the  town,  from  without  giving  evidence  of  ta.ste 
and  refinement,  and  from  within  of  healthful  home 
and  social  influences. 


THE  RICHARDS  FAMILY. 

Thomas  Richards,  the  first  of  his  name  in  New 
England,  was  born  in  Dorchester  about  1590,  and 
according  to  Rev.  Abner  Morse,  who  compiled  a  his- 
tory of. the  Richards  family  in  18G1,  was  a  man  of 
standing  in  the  mother-country  and  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal men  in  the  new.  He  was  a  merchant  and  dig- 
nified by  the  title  of  ''Mr.,''  a  high  honor  in  colonial 
days.  He  was  a  lineal  descendant  in  the  seventh 
generation  of  James  Richards,  of  either  Somerset  or 
Devon  County,  England,  and  hence  a  descendant  of 
Sir  Richard  Richards, ''  Lord  Chief  Haronof  the  Court 
of  Exchequer  and  often  President  of  the  House  of 
Lords,''  an  inheritor  of  the  Richards  manor  in  Wales, 
and  whose  ancestors  were  spoken  of,  says  Mr.  Morse, 
as  the  **  ancient  possessors"  in  1650.  This  old  man- 
sion is  still  stailding,  and  with  it  is  connected  an  ex- 
tensive estate. 

Thomas  Richards'  children  were  John,  **  Worship- 
ful and  Major,"  who  iiiurried  a  daughter  of  Governor 
Winthrop,  and  who  was  one  of  the  most  eminent  men 
of  his  time  in  tiie  colonies  (Judge  Richards  died  in 
1G94);  Tliomas,  "Esq.,"  who  died  in  l()-18-50;  Mary, 
who  married  Thomas  Ifiiickley,  Governor  of  Plym- 
outh;  Alice,  wlio  married  Maj.  William  Bradford, 
Deputy  Governor  of  Plymoutii,  and  several  others. 
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Edward  Richards,  a  nephew  of  Thomas,  8r.,  came  to 
Dedham  in  1685-86,  when  that  place  wns  colonised 
by  the  *' principal  planters"  from  Cambridge  and 
Watertown.  Mr.  Morse  8a3rs,  "He  was  received  as 
one  of  the  proprietors  of  Dedham  in  1686-87,  then 
embracing  the  territory  of  nine  present  townships, 
and  became  the  sixty-second  signer  of  her  social 
compact  On  ye  17d.  of  ye  5  mo.,  1640,  he  was  re- 
ceived into  ye  church,  giving  good  satisfaction,"  and 
his  wife  Susan  was  received  19  (11),  1644.  With  this 
church  they  walked  blameless  through  life. 

In  1641  he  took  tlie  freeman's  oath,  and  in  1646  was 
chosen  selectman,  and  by  annual  elections  served  nine 
years.  £dward  Richards  began  life  with  more  means 
than  most  of  the  planters  of  Dedham,  and  left  his 
descendants  good  estates.  Tlie  proprietors  having 
adopted  the  rule  of  dividing  their  lands  generally 
according  to  estate,  he  drew  an  uncommon  amount 
in  no  less  than  fourteen  lots.  In  1648  his  county 
rate  was  above  the  average,  and  in  1651  his  house 
was  valued  at  eighteen  pounds,  when  only  twelve  in 
Dedham  were  valued  higher.    He  died  in  1684. 

John  Biehards  (2d)  son  of  Edward,  was  bom  in  1641 
and  died  in  1688.  In  1667  he  was  received  into  the 
church  in  Dedham,  and  took  the  freeman's  oath  in 
1670.  In  1672  he  married  Mary  Colburn,  of  Dedham, 
a  daughter  of  Nathaniel  and  Priscilla  Colburn. 

John  Biehards  (8d),  first-born  of  "the  seven  chil- 
dren of  John  (2d),"  the  Rev.  Mr.  Morse  says,  "  mar- 
ried Judith  Fairbanks,  had  the  homestead  of  his 
father  in  Dedham."  Of  one  of  their  sons,  Mr.  Morse 
says,  "Joseph,  Col.,  A.M.,  M.D.,  settled  in  Dedham 
and  became  her  principal  citizen.  He  married, 
Aug.  10,  1726,  Mary  Belcher.  She  was  born  July 
28,  1701,  died  Jan.  19, 1746-47.  She  was  tlie  daugh- 
ter of  Rev.  Joseph  and  Abigail  Belcher,  a  minister 
of  Dedham.  He  married  second,  March  2, 1748-49, 
Elizabeth  Dudley,  daughter  of  William  and.  Eliz- 
abeth Dudley,  of  Roxbury.  She  was  born  May  16, 
1724,  died  Nov.  1, 1805.  Joseph  died  in  1761.  John 
Richards  (4th  generation),  son  of  John  Richards  (8d), 
was  born  June  12, 1698,  and  married  Abigail,  daugh- 
ter of  Robert  and  Elizabeth  Avery.  He  had  two 
sons — Edward  and  Nathan — who  were  the  first  of 
the  name  to  settle  in  Attleborough.  He  had  other 
sons  and  daughters. 

Edward  Richards^  the  first  of  the  name  in  Attle- 
borough, was  born  in  Dedham  in  1724,  and  married, 
in  1756,  Mary,  daughter  of  James  and  Hannah 
Fisher,  of  Dedham. 

From  what  we  can  learn  of  the  family  it  appears 
that  Edward  Richards  came  from  a  race  of  gentle- 
men, who  were  so  by  race,  education,  and  association. 
His  sires  in  their  several  generations  had  been  men 
of  wealth  and  social  position,  receiving  homage  not 
only  for  their  own  worth  but  for  their  lineage  also. 
He  must  have  been  known  by  reputation  by  the  citi- 
zens of  Attleborough  before  his  advent  among  them, 
for  he  seems  to  have  taken  a  foremost  position  among 


them  immediately  upon  his  arrival.  During  the 
Revolution  he  was  especially  promineiit,  and  served, 
his  adopted  town  most  faithfully  in  the  many  im* 
portant  positions  of  trust  he  was  called  to.  Sept  12, 
1774,  Attleborough  choee  a  committee  to  join  with 
the  committees  of  the  other  towns  of  Bristol  County 
"to  consult  the  safety  and  peace  and  prosperity 
thereof,  as  well  as  the  whole  government  and  conti- 
nent upon  any  emergency."  Of  the  five  chosen  for 
this  committee,  Edward  Richards  was  the  first  To 
the  convention  held  at  Concord  in  October,  1779, 
Edward  Richards,  with  Col.  Stephen  Richardson  and 
Mr.  Levi,Maxcy,  were  chosen  by  Attleborough.  And 
upon  the  committees  of  correspondence,  and  among 
the  judges  of  the  Superior  and  Inferior  Court,  created 
by  the  town  during  the  war,  Mr.  Richards  was  either 
the  first  or  among  the  first. 

His  four  sons,  Edward,  Calvin,  etc,  settled  in  At- 
tleborough, and  from  thence  came  the  bee-hive  race 
of  Richards  in  North  Bristol  County.  Calvin  Rich- 
ards (sixth  generation),  son  of  Edward,  seems  to  have 
been  a  quiet,  peaceful  citizen  in  the  place  where  his 
race,  before  and  after,  made  so  much  stir.  But  his 
progeny  in  the  next  and  succeeding  generations  fully 
made  up  for  their  sire's  lack.  His  son  Manning, 
who  was  father  of  the  Hon.  H.  M.  Richards,  of  At- 
tleborough, was  one  of  the  earliest  of  the  jewelry 
manufacturers,  and  in  about  1815  employed  what  was 
then  the  great  number  of  twenty  operatives. 

Another  son,  Calvin,  as  well  as  Spencer,  was  asso- 
ciated with  .his  brother  Ira  in  various  business  en- 
terprises, notably  of  the  Richards  Manufacturing 
Company,  which  carried  on  to  a  large  extent  the 
manufacture  of  brass  door-knobs  and  catches.  Ira 
Richards^,  the  father  of  E.  Ira  and  Josiah  D.  Rich- 
ards, was  the  son  of  Calvin,  grandson  of  Edward,  the 
first  in  Attleborough  and  the  seventh  generation  in 
lineal  descent  from  Edward  Richards,  who  settled  in 
Dedham  in  1686  or  1687. 

Ira  Richards  was  born  in  North  Attleborough,  and 
was  fifty- three  years  old  at  his  death.  He  was  very 
reserved  and  stern,  but  so  notably  a  just  and  honored 
man  that  matters  of  dispute  among  his  neighbors,  if 
unable  to  be  settled  peacefully,  were  invariably  left 
to  his  decision. 

During  an  active  life  of  many  years  of  business  as 
one  of  the  old  firm  of  Draper,  Tifft  &  Co.,  Ira  Rich- 
ards &  Co.,  and  in  other  business  enterprises,-  his  repu- 
tation for  honor  was  so  bright. and  shining  that  the 
saying  "  his  word  is  as  good  as  his  bond"  was  univer- 
sally applied  to  him,  and  to  this  day  this  saying  is 
brought  up  in  association  jf?ith  his  name.  He  was 
one  of  the  original  directors  in  the  old  Attleborough 
State  Bank,  and  in  all  of  his  positions  of  trust  and 
honor  was  never  found  wanting. 

Josiah  D.  Richards,  whose  steel  portrait  accom- 
panies this  sketch,  is  the  son  of  Ira  and  Fanny 
(Draper)  Richards,  and  was  bom  in  Attleborough, 
Mass.,  July  7, 1827. 
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Just  previous  to  his  attaining  his  *  majority  he  as- 
sumed his  father's  interest  in  the  firm,  of  Ira  Rich- 
ards &  Co.,  in  the  manufacture  of  jewelry,  and  con- 
tinued until  1876,  when  he  retired,  since  which  time 
he  has  not  been  engaged  in '  any  active  business. 
Politically,  he  is  a  Democrat. 

Mr.  Richards  takes  an  active  interest  in  everything 
that  pertains  to  the  welfare  of  his  native  town.  He 
is  still  in  the  prime  of  life,  and  is  surrounded  with  all 
the  comforts  of  a  happy  home.  He  married,  Jan.  19, 
1848,  Harriet  £.,  daughter  of  John  Draper,  a  jeweler, 
of  Attleborough.  She  was  born  in  New  York,  Aug. 
26,  1826.  Their  children  were  Ira  and  Clara  D.,  who 
died  Oct.  16,  1867.     < 

.  Ira  Richards,  son  of  J,  D.,  was  born  in  Attleborough, 
March  5, 1852,  and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
of  that  town  and  in  Phillips  Academy,  Andover,  Mass. 
IiAmediately  on  leaving. school  he  made  a  pleasure 
trip  through  California  and  the  West.  Jan.  1,  1877, 
went  into  partnership  with  Messrs.  Sandland  &  Ca- 
pron,  for  the  manufacture  of  jewelry  in  North  Attle^ 
borough,  under  the  firm-name  of  Sandland,  Capron 
&  Co.,  which  relation  still  continues.  He  is  a  Demo- 
crat, and  member  of  Bristol  Lodge,  F.  and  A.  M.  He 
married,  Jan.  2, 1879,.Lydia  R.,  daughter  of  William 
H.  Reynard,  of  New  Bedford. 


BURRILL   PORTER,  Jr. 

Burrill  Porter,  Jr.,  was  born  in  Charlestown,  N.  H., 
Feb.  22,  1832.  His  paternal  grandfather  was  Asahel 
Carpenter  Porter,  a  fanner  from  Coventry,  Conn., 
and  his  maternal  grandfather  was  John  Garfield,  a 
lineal  descendant  of  the  Garfields  who  early  settled 
in  Spencer,  Mass.  He  is  a  son  of  Burrill  Porter  and 
Susan  Garfield  Porter,  and  is  the  oldest  of  a  family 
of  nine  children,  all  of  whom  reached  the  age  of 
manhood,  and  eight  of  whom  are  now  living  indus- 
trious and  useful  lives. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  his  early  educa- 
tion on  his  father's  farm  and  in  the  public  schools  of 
Langdon,  N.  H.,  and  after  pursuing  preparatory 
studies  in  academies  at  Westminster  and  Saxton's 
River,  Vt.,  entered  Dartmouth  College  in  March, 
1853.  From  that  institution  he  graduated  in  the 
class  of  1856.  Afler  graduation  he  entered  upon, 
and  for  twenty-three  years  pursued  the  profession  of 
teaching.'  During  this  time  he  was  principal  of 
academies  at  Canaan,  Alstead,  and  Swansea,  N.  H., 
teacher  of  public  schools  in  Cleveland  and  Fostoria, 
Ohio,  and  principal  of  high  schools  in  Braintree  and 
Attleborough,  Mass.  He  was  the  first  psincipal  of 
the  North  High  School  in  Attleborough,  and  held 
that  position  twelve  years  and  a  half,  during  which 
time  there  were  graduated  from  the  school  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty  students. 

Resigning  in  February,  1879,  he  was  elected  select- 
man and  assessor,  and  appointed  collector  of  taxes 
the  same  year,  and  was  chosen  overseer  of  the  poor 


in  18d0,  which  offices  he  now  holda.  Ha  was  elected 
representative  for  the  First  Brbtol  District,  which 
includes  the  towns  of  Attleboroogb,  Norton,  and 
Mansfield,  in  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  for 
the  year  1881,  when  the  public  statutes  were  adopted. 
He  served  as  a  member  of  the  first  committee  of 
the  North  Attleborough  Library  Association,  and  is 
now  a  member  of  the  Prudential  Committee  of  the 
Union  Improvement  District,  which  supports  the 
library  thus  established  as  a  free  public  library.  He 
has  been  a  member  of  the  parish  committee,  and 
treasurer  of  the  First  Universalist  Society  of  Attle- 
borough, and  is  now  one  of  the  building  committee 
of  the  parish,  which  is  erecting  a  new  church  and 
parsonage  at  a  cost  of  nearly  tliirty-five  thousand 
dollars. 


HBNRY  D.   MBRRITT. 

Henry  D.  Merritt  was  born  in  Hartland,  Vt.,  Jan. 
16,  1826,  and  died  at  his  residence  in  North  Attle- 
borough, Mass.,  Jan.  20,  1878.  His  advantages  for 
an  education  were  confined  to  the  common  schools  of 
his  native  town  in  Vermont,  yet  by  that  same  energy 
which  was  one  of  his  distinguishing  characteristics 
through  life  he  acquired  by  reading  and  reflection  a 
good  practical  education.  At  about  eighteen  years  of 
age  he  left  home  to  seek  his  fortune  in  Boston,  where 
he  learned  the  tailor's  trade.  After  remaining  ia 
Boston  some  time  he  came  to  North  Attleborough, 
Mass.,  and  entered  the  employ  of  H.  M.  Richards  as 
clerk.  In  this  capacity  he  was  industrious  and  faith- 
ful, proving  to  be  one  of  the  most  successful  salesmen 
in  Mr.  Richards'  employ.  About  1858  he  commenced 
the  manufacture  of  jewelry  with  Mr.  Joseph  B.  Draper, 
under  the  firm-name  of  Merritt  <&  Draper,  and  con- 
tinued in  business  at  North  Attleborough  a  few  years, 
when  they  transferred  their  business  to  Mansfield, 
Mass.  Soon  after  Mr.  Merritt  retired,  being  suc- 
ceeded by  John  Shepardson,  who  became  a  partner 
of  Mr.  Merritt's,  March,  1870,  under  the  firm-name 
of  H.  D.  Merritt  &  Co.  In  1872  the  business  was 
transferred  to  North  Attleborough.  The  firm  did  a 
successful  business  manufacturing  plated  and  silver 
chains.  They  employed  some  fifty  hands,  and  their 
sales  amounted  to  many  thousands  every  year.  (See 
**  Manufactures  of  North  Attleborough.")  Since  Mr. 
Merritt's  death  the  firm-name  continues  the  same,  and 
it  employs  from  sixty  to  seventy-live  hands.  About 
187G,  Mr.  Merritt  bought  a  residence  in  North  Attle- 
borough, and  removed  his  family  here.  His  exten- 
sive business  often  called  him  to  New  York,  where  he 
spent  the  larger  portion  of  his  time.  In  politics  he  was 
u  Republican.  Nov.  26,  1860,  he  married  Marietta, 
daughter  of  Warren  and  Harriet  Aldrich.  Of  this 
union  two  children  have  been  born,  viz.,  Clara  R. 
and  Henry  D. 

As  a  business  man,  Mr.  Merritt  was  very  successful. 
He  carried  into  every  department  a  methodical  mind, 
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to  exchange  his  simple  home,  the  centre  of  all  his 
earthly  affections,  for  the  most  gorgeous  mansion  in 
the  rushing  activities  of  the  city.  He  was  for  sixty 
years  deacon  of  the  First  Congregational  Church  of 
Attleborough,  very  prominent  in  church  matters,  and 
a  liberal  giver  to  all  religious  and  other  benefactions. 
He  married  Nancy,  daughter  of  Joseph  Hunt,  of  At- 
tleborough, and  had  eight  children, — Rufus  C,  Clem- 
ent O.,  Esther,  Charlotte  A.,  Henry  C,  Cynthia  M., 
Levi  A.,  Nancy  W.  Henry  is  the  sole  survivor. 
Mr.  Read  died  in  1853,  having  attained  the  remark- 
able age  of  ninety -one  years,  and  left  the  record 
of  an  untarnished  life  of  Christian  activity  and  good 
works.  , 

Henry  lived  at  home  till  he  was  twenty-three,  re- 
ccivc<l  common  school  advantages,  taught  two  terms 
of  school  when  about  twenty-one,  became  a  farmer, 
and  also  a  machinist,  which  trade  he  pursued  for 
three  years  in  Worcester  and  Providence.  He  mar- 
ried, during  these  years,  Eunice  D.,  daughter  of 
Samuel  Tylor,  a  prominent  citizen  of  Attleborough. 
Their  two  children — Samuel  T.,  born  1836 ;  and  Eunice 
T.,  born  1840 — are  both  dead.  Samuel  was  a  young 
man  of  ability.  He  held  commission  as  captain  on 
Gen.  Butler's  staff  at  the  com^nencement  of  the  great 
Rebellion.  At  Gen.  Butler's  request  he  returned  to 
Boston,  raised  a  company,  and  going  into  the  service, 
attained  the  rank  of  colonel.  After  the  war  he  mar- 
ried Kate  Schofield,  of  Natchez,  Miss.,  settled  in  New 
Orleans,  became  an  insurance  collector,  afterwards  a 
lawyer,  and  died  in  1880,  leaving  two  children, — Katie 
and  Mattie.  Eunice  married  George  Crawford.  Her 
only  surviving  child,  Lincoln,  was  adopted  by  an 
aunt,  whose  name  (Hay ward)  he  assumes.  Two 
years  after  this  marriage  Mr.  Read  removed  to  Bond 
County,  III.,  and  was  a  farmer  there  for  ten  years, 
when  he  returned  to  the  old  home,  where  he  has 
since  resided.  He  married,  Jan.  3, 1856,  Mrs.  Abbie 
H.  Sherman,  daughter  of  Shadrach  and  Nancy  (Sim- 
mons) Davis,  of  New  Bedford.  Her  children  are  one 
by  her  first  husband,  William  H.,  and  two  by  Mr. 
Read, — Henry  C,  born  April  10, 1864,  and  Rufus  C, 
born  March  23,  1874. ' 

Mr.  Read  has  been  Whig  and  Republican  in  politi- 
cal belief;  has  as  such  been  elected  selectman  and 
member  of  the  Legislature  (1875-76).  He  has  been 
an  honored  and  worthy  citizen,  stands  high  in  the 
esteem  of  his  townsmen,  has  discharged  all  trusts 
placed  in  his  hands  conscientiously  and  well,  and  is 
accounted  a  very  liberal  man,  who  never  turns  a  deaf 
ear  to  suffering  or  to  any  enterprise  for  the  betterment 
of  humanity,  or  withholds  pecuniary  aid  from  any 
worthy  object.  Formerly  an  orthodox  Congrega- 
tional ist,  of  later  years  he  has  found  great  solace  in  its 
Spiritual  philosophy,  and,  supported  by  this  faith  and 
the  ministrations  of  a  loving  wife  and  children,  he  is 
passing  down,  with  much  of  the  vigor  of  early  man- 
hood, contentedly  towards  the  evening  twilight  of 
earth,  in  the  rectitude  of  a  life  well  bpent,  and  "with 
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malice  towards  none,"  leaving  the  rich  legacy  of  "  a 
good  name,  which  is  rather  to  be  choeen  than  great 
riches/'  to  his  descendants.  He  has  a  pleasant  home, 
which  has  been  in  the  family  from  his  grandfather's 
days,  comprising  in  all  about  two  hundred  acres  of 
fertile  land,  and  which  bears  the  evidence  of  refined 
taste.  It  is  worthy  of  special  mention  that  neither 
Henry  C.  Read  nor  any  of  his  father's  family  ever 
used  tobacco  in  any  form  or  liquor  of  any  kind. 

Clement  O.  Read,  formerly  of  Attleborough,  died 
at  Perth  Amboy,  N.  J.  Mr.  Read  was  the  son  of 
Levi  Read,  who  owned  and  lived  upon  the  farm  now 
owned  by  H.  C.  Read.  Mr.  C.  O.  Read  was  the  pi- 
oneer in  the  screw  business.  He  started  in  the  busi- 
ness of  manufacturing  wood  screws  in  this  town,  at 
the  mill  known  as  the  Attleborough  City  Mill,  with 
the  machinery  that  he  invented.  His  pecuniary 
means  being  limited,  he  associated  Rhode  Island  capi- 
talists with  him,  and  removed  his  works  to  Provi- 
dence, at  the  corner  of  Hewes  and  Charles  Streets, 
where  the  American  Screw  Company's  mills  are  now. 
The  difficulty  of  putting  a  new  article  upon  the  mar- 
ket at  a  price  within  the  reach  of  the  consumer  was 
an  obstacle  that  the  company  could  not  overcome, 
and  Mr.  Read  suffered  the  loss  of  what  money  he 
put  into  the  business.  But  this  enterprise  has  since 
grown,  and  the  screws  manufactured  by  the  company 
that  grew  out  of  this  effort  of  our  worthy  and  inge- 
nious townsman  have  acquired  a  world-wide  reputa- 
tion. After  disposing  of  his  interest  in  his  Provi- 
dence business,  Mr.  Read  removed  to  New  Jersey, 
where  he  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine  years.  He 
was  a  thorough  mechanic,  and  during  his  long,  exem- 
plary, and  useful  life  was  the  author  of  a  large  num- 
ber of  useful  pieces  of  mechanism.  He  was  a  firm 
friend  of  temperance,  a  kind  father,  a  true  citizen 
and  friend,  and  a  man  whose  memory  will  be  revered 
and  loved  by  all  who  knew  him.  He  had  two  brothers 
and  two  sisters,  all  of  whom  are  now  dead,  except  Mr. 
Henry  0.  Read,  who  resides  at  the  old  homestead  es- 
tate.   

E.  G.  MAY. 

Hon.  Elishtt  May,  the  first  of  the  name  in  Attle- 
borough, was  born  in  1729,  probably  in  Harrington, 
and  settled  in  the  west  part  of  Attleborough.  He 
was  a  distinguished  citizen  of  the  town,  often  cm- 
ployed  in  public  office.  He  was  an  active  and  use- 
ful member  of  both  military  and  civil  departments 
throughout  the  Revolution,  and  after  that  was  chosen 
legislator  or  counselor  without  opposition  till  he 
would  serve  no  longer.  With  the  exception  of  one 
year,  he  held  a  seat  in  the  Legislature  for  twenty- 
seven  consecutive  years,  and  chiefly  in  the  Senate. 
For  almost  forty  years  he  was  chosen  "  moderator," 
and  at  one  time  was  chosen  Presidential  elector.  Of 
quick  discernment  of  men  and  things,  a  sound  mind, 
tt  retentive  memory,  an  affability  to  win  friends,  an 
education  considerably  above  ordinary,  he  was  well 


qualified  for  public  employment,  and  diachaiged  all 
his  duties  with  signal  ability.  Courteous  in  bis  man- 
ners, honorable  and  upright  in  his  principles,  in  every 
relation  of  life,  family,  social,  or  public,  be  was  al- 
ways the  same  true  friend,  loving  companion,  and 
faithful  official.  He  died  Nov.  10,  1811,  aged  nearly 
seventy-three.  Of  his  eleven  children,  7\iiiy,  bom 
May  24, 1787,  was  youngest  He  was  a  quiet  farmer, 
and,  unlike  his  father,  had  no  desire  for  official  tur- 
moil and  preferment.  He  had  strong  political  pref- 
erences, being  an  old-fashioned  Whig.  He  married 
Hannah  Qay  (born  Oct.  6, 1791,  died  March  28, 1875), 
and  had  four  children, — Cynthia  (Mrs.  Carlos  Bar- 
rows), Eliiha  O.,  Henry  F.,  and  Catherine  (deceased). 
He  died  June  19, 1872. 

Other  sons  or  descendants  of  Elisha  Blay  became 
distinguished  in  public  life. 

William^  born  Jan.  26,  1764,  graduated  at  Brown 
University,  1788;  a  student-at-law ;  died  July  12, 
1790,  in  the  twenty -seventh  year  of  his  ago. 

Jesse,  another  son,  was  bred  a  lawyer,  and  prac- 
ticed at  Pawtucket,  R.  I.  (then  in  Massachusetts), 
but  died  Feb.  24,  1815,  aged  thirty-six  years. 

John,  another  son,  removed  to  Maine,  and  settled 
in  Winthrop.  His  son  Seth  became  a  lawyer,  and 
was  for  many  years  a  distinguished  judge  of  the 
Superior  Court  of  that  State. 

Lemuel,  another  son,  was  a  prominent  man  in 
town,  held  various  town  offices,  was  repeatedly  a 
member  of  the  Legislature  and  also  of  the  Governor's 
Council. 

The  second  son  of  Lemuel  is  John  Wilder  Blay, 
graduated  at  the  college  in  Burlington,  Vt.,  settled  va 
a  lawyer  in  Boston,  was  for  some  time  city  attorney, 
and  is  now  one  of  the  judges  of  the  Municipal  Court 
of  that  city.  He  is  the  author  of  several  i>opular 
law  works. 

Elisha  Gay  May,  born  in  Attleborough,  Oct.  6, 
1812,  was  reared  a  farmer,  with  only  u  country  boy'd 
school  advantages  for  schooling.  Ailer  becoming  of 
age,  he  worked  as  a  journeyman  maker  of  buttons  for 
three  years,  then  returned  to  his  father's  farm,  where 
he  remained  for  a  number  of  years.  In  the  spring  of 
18r>4  ho  begun  the  inunufjicturing  of  pUiled  and  gill 
jewelry,  as  one  of  the  firm  of  William  11.  Robinson  it 
Co.  In  1858  this  firm  was  dissolved,  and  Mr.  May 
retired  to  the  pleasant  home  where  he  now  resides, 
and  which  he  purchased  in  1851.  Here  he  hsm  been 
a  fanner,  and  has  demonstrated  that  to  be  a  good 
farmer  a  tract  of  large  acreage  is  not  necessarily  re- 
quired. He  married,  in  October,  1839,  Ann  Junelie, 
daughter  of  .Tauios  and  Sarah  (Perry)  Draper,  born 
in  Attleborough.  Oct.  17,  1814.  She  comes  of  an  old 
and  re|)utable  family  of  this  section,  which  reaches 
back  into  the  early  days  of  '*  Merry  England"  for  its 
European  origin. 

Mr.  May  has  been  a  trustworthy  citizen,  honorctl 
both  by  the  trust  and  esteem  of  his  townsmen,  and 
maintains  well  the  character  for  honesty  and  integrity 
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held  by  his  honored  grandfather.  For  about  forty 
years  he  lias  been  justice  of  the  peace.  He  has  been 
selectman,  assessor,  overseer  of  the  poor,  etc.  In  pol- 
itics ho  is  a  Republican.  He  has  been  treasurer  of 
Attleborongh  Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  Association, 
and  in  all  stations  has  won  the  commendations  of  his 
constituents.  Kind-hearted  and  generous,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  May  have  been  liberal  supporters  of  church  or- 
ganizations and  beneyolence,  and  the  suffering  and 
distressed  have  often  been  relieved  by  their  unosten- 
tatious ministrations.  Tliey  have  a  large  place  in  the 
regards  of  a  circle  of  numerous  friends. 


0.  R.  W.  RIIRRMAN. 

Charles  Fklwin  Wallace  Sherman  was  born  in 
Plympton,  Mass.,  Aug.  1,  1827.  From  the  records  of 
that  town  we  take  the  following  concerning  his  ances- 
tors :  *'  William  Sherman  was  son  of  Mr.  Thomas 
Sherman,  of  Plymouth,  Mass.,  and  was  born  there 
June  l6,  171)8.  Irene  Shaw  Standish,  his  wife,  was 
daughter  of  Mr.  Jonathan  Standish,  by  Irene  Shaw, 
his  wife,  and  was  bom  in  Middleborough,  Mass.,  Oct. 
6,  1800.  This  Jonathan  Standish  was  son  of  Moses 
Standish,  Jr.,  sixth  in  descent  from  Capt.  Miles  Stan- 
dish, of  '  Mayflower'  fame,  and  whose  parents  were 
Lieut.  Moses  and  Rachel  Standish.  Lieut.  Moses 
was  son  of  Ebenczer  and  Hannah  Standish,  who  were 
among  the  first  settlers  of  Plympton.  Ebenezer  was 
son  of  Alexander  and  Sarali  Standish.  This  Alex- 
ander was  the  son  of  the  old  Puritan  warrior,  one  of 
the  '  Mayflower'  emigrants  in  1G20,  and  who  settled 
in  Duxbury."  "Irene  Standish,  first  wife  of  Jona-, 
than  Standish,  was  the  daughter  of  Josliua  Shaw, 
who  was  son  of  Samuel  and  Desire  Shaw.  Samuel 
was  son  of  Lieut.  Jonathan  Shaw  and  his  first  wife, 
Mehctabcl.  He  was  son  of  Deacon  Jonathan  Shaw 
and  his  wife,  Phebe.  Deacon  Jonathan  was  one  of 
the  first  settlers  of  Plympton,  and  one  of  the  first 
deacons  of  the  church  there.  He  and  his  descend- 
ants lived  in  that  part  of  Plympton  now  called 
Carver."  Thomas  Sherman  was  born  in  Plymouth, 
was  a  hatter,  married  Priscilla  Cottonwood,  and 
died  |>revious  to  18r>0  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  His  son 
William,  alM»ve  s)>oken  of,  was  a  dyer  by  trade,  and 
was  also  connected  with  the  manufacture  of  woolen 
goods.  He  was  married  Jan.  5,  1823.  His  children 
were  Irene  Inez  Standish,  William  Francis,  Charles 
E.  W.  (bom  in  Plympton),  and  Helen  Maria  (who 
was  born  in  Dighton).  He  came  to  Dighton  prior  to 
1830,  lived  later  in  Halifax,  Mass.,  and  died  May  18, 
1873,  aged  seventy-three.  His  wife  died  Dec.  6, 1863, 
aged  sixty- three. 

Charles  became  a  factory-boy  at  an  early  age  in  his 
father's  employ,  and  worked  at  nearly  all  parts  of 
woolen  manufacturing  from  the  wool  in  the  fleece  to 
the  "  finish.''  His  health  becoming  poor,  however, 
he  was  obliged  to  quit  this  business  and  seek  some 
lighter  employment.  He  secured  a  place,  by  the  aid 
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of  friends,  in  a  jewelry  manufactory  in  Attleborough, 
where  he  passed  two  years  learning  engraving.  He 
came  to  Attleborongh,  where  he  has  since  resided, 
April  1,  1848,  being  then  nearly  twenty-one.  He 
followed  engraving  six  years,  and  in  July,  1854,  in 
connection  with  Ceorge  K.  Davis,  formed  the  firm  of 
George  K.  Davis  &  Co.,  gold  and  silver  refiners,  as- 
sayers,  and  smelters.  This  copartnership  continued 
two  years,  when  Mr.  Sherman  erected  a  shop  and 
carried  on  business  for  himself  until  the  fall  of  1875, 
when  his  son  William  W.  became  a  partner,  and  the 
firm  became,  as  it  now  is,  C.  E.  W.  Sherman  &  Son. 
Mr.  Sherman  has  been  all  his  life  a  hard-working 
man,  and  by  the  results  of  his  own  industry  enjoys  a 
comfortable  property.  He  is  a  social  companion,  a 
warm  friend,  and  a  useful  member  of  society. 


MAJ.  R.  8.  HORTON  AND  RDWIN  J.  HORTON. 

From  the  best  information  attainable  we  learn  that 
about  or  prior  to  1640,  three  Horton  brothers  came 
from  England.  One  was  John  Horton  (first  genera- 
tion), who  settled  in  Rehoboth,  married  Mehetabel 
Gamzey,  and  had  five  sons — John,  Jothan,  Nathaniel, 
Jonathan,  and  David — and  three  daughters.  Jotham 
(second  generation)  married  a  Rounds,  and  had  seven 
children, — Sara,  Rhobe,  James,  Nathan,  Baraett, 
Jotlian,  and  Joseph.  James  and  Harnett  lived  in 
Rehoboth,  and  served  in  the  Revolution,  James  being 
a  lieutenant.  James  (third  generation)  was  born  July 
18, 1741,  and  died  Aug.  10, 1833,  in  his  ninety-third 
year.  He  was  a  very  active  man.  He  married 
Freelove  Pierce,  or  Price,  born  Nov.  8,  1742,  died 
Feb.  13,  1809.  They  had  eleven  children,— Jane, 
Nathan,  Mercy,  Lydia,  Polly,  Freelove,  James,  Orom- 
wellf  Rhobe,  Jarvis,  and  Chloe, — all  of  whom  lived  to 
be  old  except  Jane  and  Polly,  who  died  young. 
Cromwell  (fourth  generation)  was  bom  Feb.  23, 
1777,  married,  Sept.  20, 1801,  Percy  Martin,  born  Oct 
28,  1780,  and  died  in  February,  1861.  They  had 
seven  children, — Ellis,  Oideon  if.,  Mary,  Freelove, 
Belinda,  James,  and  Sylvia.  Oideon  Martin  Horton 
(fiflh  generation)  was  born  in  Rehoboth,  May  4, 1804, 
and  died  in  Attleborongh,  March  7, 1861.  He  mar- 
ried Mary  Smith,  Nov.  4,  1832.  She  was  born  April 
3, 1811,  and  died  Sept.  2, 1844.  They  had  four  chil- 
dren,— Everett  S.,  Edwin  J.,  Gideon  M.,  and  Jane  J. 
He  married  for  his  second  wife  Mrs.  Julia  Jackson, 
of  Middleborough,  Mass.  He  was  an  upright  man 
and  honest  citizen,  ever  ready  to  aid  and  forward  any 
good  work.  He  kept  a  country  store  in  Attlebor- 
ough  for  years.  He  was  never  possessed  of  much  of 
this  world's  goods,  but  gave  his  children  the  wealth 
of  good  advice  and  the  example  of  honest  industry, 
coupled  with  true  charity  and  Christian  devotion,  a 
legacy  more  precious  than  gold. 

Everett  Southard  Horton  (sixth  generation)  was 
born  in  Attleborough,  Mass.,  June  15^  1836.  He  had 
the  advantages  of  the  public  schools  until  he  was 
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sixteen,  when  he  entered  the  store  of  his  father  as  his 
assistant,  and  continued  with  him  until  his  health 
failed  him,  and  the  business  was  relinquished  to 
Everett,  who  continued  it  until  the  breaking  out 
of  the  great  civil  war.  He  married,  June  12,  1861, 
Mary  Ann,  only  daughter  of  Jesse  R.  and  Mary  Car- 
penter, of  Attleborough.  They  had  one  child,  Mary 
Edith,  horn  June  22,  1862.  In  the  spring  of  1862  ho 
dis))osed  of  his  business,  and  with  others  recruited  a 
com|)uuy  of  nine  months'  men,  which  elected  its 
officers  Sept.  18,  1862.  They  were  L.  T.  Starkey, 
captain ;  F.  S.  Draper,  first  lieutenant ;  £.  S.  Horton, 
second  lieutenant.  They  were  soon  commissioned 
by  Governor  Andrew.  Lieut.  Horton  took  hold  of 
military  matters  with  the  earnestness  so  characteristic 
of  him,  and  soon  became  familiar  with  the  drill 
and  his  official  duties.  The  company  went  into  camp 
at  Buxford,  Mass.,  and  were  mustered  into  United 
States  service  Sept.  23,  1862,  and  organized  as  Com- 
pany 0,  Forty-seventh  liegimont  Massachusetts 
Volunteer  Infantry.  They  were  soon  ordered  to 
New  York,  and  went  into  camp  on  Long  Island. 
The  regiment  embarked  Dec.  21,  1862,  for  New 
Orleans,  which  they  reached  Jan.  1,  1863.  About 
this  time  the  captain  resigned,  and  Lieut.  Horton, 
by  a  large  majority  of  the  votes  of  the  company,  was 
chosen  to  succeed  him.  They  were  assigned  provost 
duty  in  and  around  New  Orleans,  and  remained  in 
service  even  after  their  term  of  enlistment  had  ex- 
pired. They  left  New  Orleans  for  home  via  Missis- 
sippi River  Aug.  5,  1863.  At  Cairo  took  cars  for  the 
East,  and  were  enthusiastically  met  and /<^/ed  at  every 
stopping-place  along  the  route.  On  arriving  home 
the  whole  town  gave  the  returning  soldiers  a  grand 
ovation.  But  the  war  was  not  over  ;  more  men  were 
needed,  and  the  Governor  called  for  more  troops. 
Mr.  Horton's  patriotic  nature  again  responded,  and 
in  October  he  was  commissioned  second  lieutenant, 
and  made  recruiting  officer  for  the  Fifty-eighth  Mas- 
sachusetts Volunteers.  He  opened  an  office  in  Attle- 
borough, but  was  soon  ordered  into  camp  to  take 
charge  of  recruits  for  the  regiment.  He  was  com- 
missioned captain,  and  mustered  into  service  as 
commander  of  Company  C,  Fifty-eighth  Ma.ssachu- 
setts  Veteran  Volunteers.  They  remained  in  camp 
at  Redville  until  April  23,  1864,  when  they  went  at 
once  to  participate  in  the  ever  to  be  remembered 
battle  of  the  Wilderness,  reaching  the  field  May  Gth. 
They  were  in  the  long  and  bloody  march  from  the 
Wilderness  to  Petersburg,  where  almost  every  hour 
was  a  battle,  and  well  did  Company  0  perlorm  its 

duty. 

After  the  battle  of  Cold  Harbor,  Lieut.-Col.  J.  C. 
White,  commanding  regiment,  recommended  Capt. 
Ilorton  for  promotion,  and  he  was  mustered  into  ser- 
vice as  major.  The  commander  of  the  regiment  was 
wounded  in  a  charge  June  3d,  and  until  Sept.  30, 
1864,  the  command  devolved  on  Maj.  Horton.  On 
the  lost-mentioned  day,  while  leading  the  regiment 


ID  action  a  few  miles  south  of  Petersbuif^,  he  was  made 
a  prisoner,  and  October  3d  reached  Richmond  and 
Libby,  After  being  confined  in  succeasion  at  Libby, 
Salisbury,  and  Danville,  he  was  selected  aa  4  "  host- 
age" and  sent  to  Libby,  reaching  there  July  28, 1864. 
He  remained  in  that  terrible  confinement  until  Feb. 
22,  1865,  when,  with  many  others,  he  was  paroled. 
We  give  the  major's  own  language  in  speaking  of  the 
horrors  of  Libby :  "  Pen  never  can  write  tlie  whole 
truth,  and  if  it  could  be  told,  no  one  could  believe 
that  it  was  possible  for  men  to  survive  it,  or  possihle 
that  any  one  in  the  nineteenth  century  could  be  guilty 
of  such  barbarities."  We  again  quote  the  major's 
words  as  to  his  feelings  when  once  more  under  Amer- 
ican colors :  '*  I  can  never  forget  that  day,  mnrr, 
NEVKit,  NEVER.  No  one  that  has  not  ex|K;ricnce4l 
the  same  sensations  can  know  aught  of  tlie  peculiar 
emotions  and  thoughts  that  came  in  throngs  in  see- 
ing and  knowing  that  once  more  1  was  under  the 
'Star-Spangled  Banner.'  Under  their  influence  I 
wrote  this  letter  to  my  family  from  the  deck  of  the 
flag-of-truce  boat,  where  each  of  us  was  lianded  a 
sheet  of  paper  and  envelo|>e.  My  family  had  nut 
heard  from  me  for  five  montlis,  and  the  ucwspaperi 
had  reported  me  dead :  '  On  board  God's  flag-of-truce 
boat,  James  River,  Feb.  22, 1865.  Dear  wife,— Out 
of  the  jaws  of  death,  out  of  the  gates  of  hell.  Once 
more  in  the  land  of  the  living.  Well.  Love  to  all. 
Everett.' "  He  was  granted  a  furlough  of  tliirty  days, 
was  soon  exchanged,  and  left  Attleborougli  to  rejoin 
his  regiment  in  Virginia  on  the  day  that  Petersburg 
was  captured;  was  soon  ordered  to  Washington,  where 
they  were  <»n  duty  until  mustered  out  uf  service. 
During  his  service  Maj.  ilorton  received  seven  com- 
missions, and  was  mustered  into  service  on  six  of 
them.  He  was  a  gallant  soldier,  doing  all  his  duty, 
and  as  an  ollicer,  while  strict  in  discipline,  lie  looked 
well  after  the  comfort  of  his  men,  and  was  universally 
popular  both  with  officers  and  soldiers.  There  is  in 
his  nature  that  which  indicates  the  impetuosity,  dasli, 
and  rapidity  of  execution  of  a  successful  cavalry  ulfi- 
cer,  with  a  coolness  of  judgment  which  prevents  bold- 
ness from  degenerating  into  rashness.  Since  the  war 
Maj.  Horton  has  been  much  interested  in  and  active 
in  maintaining  the  organization  of  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic,  of  which  there  is  a  nourishing  (Hist 
at  Attleborough. 

The  major  has  been  commander  of  the  post  several 
times,  and  now  (188:^)  is  commander  of  iiristol  County 
Association  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 
Tlie  people  of  Attleborough  have  always  dealt  boun- 
tifully with  the  Grand  Army  "boys,"  and  especially 
so  on  Decoration-day. 

In  politics  Maj.  Ilorton  is  a  Republican.  He  is  a 
commissioner  of  the  Attleborough  Water  Supply  J)is- 
tricl  Sinking  Fund.  He  is  a  trustee  of  the  Richard- 
son School  Fund,  and  secretary  of  the  same ;  also 
director  of  Attleborough  Savings  and  Loan  Associa- 
tion. 
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Hifl  first  wife  died  June  21,  1871,  and  Sept.  24, 
1873,  lie  married  Elixa  Dutton  Freemont,  of  Ames- 
hiiry,  Mmr,  Tliey  have  had  two  children, — Gertie 
K.,  iMirii  Mny  20,  187G,  and  Addio  D.,  who  died  an 
infant.  Not  long  after  returning  home  M^j.  Horton 
entered  the  employ  of  Davids  &  Cornell,  of  Provi- 
dence, R.  I.,  as  manager  of  their  establishment  (the 
largest  wholesale  grocery-house  in  the  State),  and  re- 
mained there  until  after  the  death  of  his  brother 
£klwin,  when  he  succeeded  to  his  interest  in  the 
manufacturing  house  of  Horton,  Angell  &Go.,  where 
he  is  now  senior  partner.  The  active  nature  of  Maj. 
llorton  is  shown  in  his  devotion  to  anything  tending 
to  build  up  the  interests  of  his  native  town,  and  he  is 
always  one  of  the  leaders  in  such  matters.  Socially 
he  is  one  of  the  most  pleasing  of  companions,  a  strong 
and  a  stanch  friend,  and  a  valuable  citizen  and  suc- 
cessful business  man.    He  has  a  host  of  friends. 

Edwin  J.  Horton  was  born  in  Attleborough,  Nov. 
10,  1837,  and  was  drowned  June  11,  1880,  a  victim  of 
the  fatal  collision  between  the  steamers  "Stonington" 
and  "  Narragansett,"  on  which  last  vessel  he  was  a 
passenger.  Mr.  Horton  was  the  senior  member,  and 
can  be  termed  the  originator,  of  the  firm  of  Horton, 
Angell  &  Co.,  which  rose  rapidly  from  a  small  manu- 
facturing business  to  be  one  of  the  largest  in  this 
town  of  large  manufactories.  He  was  an  uncommon 
man  in  many  ways,  as  a  business  man  with  wonder- 
ful fertility  of  resource  and  skill  of  execution,  as  a 
deeply  conscientious  and  highly  religious  nature,  and 
a  man  of  unbounded  charity.  It  seems  almost  unac- 
countable that  just  in  the  prime  of  life,  when  the 
activities  of  his  being  were  accomplishing  so  much 
good,  the  chapter  of  his  life  should  close  so  sadly  and 
abruptly,  leaving  many  to  mourn  his  untimely  death, 
but  to  the  question  **  Why  V*  comes  no  answer.  As 
a  better  sketch  of  the  man  than  we  can  write  we  give 
tlie  following,  written  by  one  who  knew  him  well : 

With  the  exception  of  three  years  given  to  the  ser- 
vice of  his  country,  his  life  was  spent  in  the  town  of 
his  nativity.  He  received  his  education  through  the 
public  schools,  but  possessing  an  active  and  inquiring 
intellect,  and  improving  his  exceptional  opportuni- 
ties for  study  and  observation,  ho  became  in  reality  a 
thoroughly  informed  man.  Mr.  Horton  was  blessed 
with  an  exuberant  flow  of  animal  spirits.  His 
breexy  and  genial  disposition,  his  love  of  and  skill  in 
quick-witted  repartee,  made  him  welcome  in  every 
business  and  social  circle.  He  was  quite  marked  for 
the  generosity  of  his  heart  and  life.  While  with  all 
the  strength  of  his  strong  nature  he  could  and  did  re- 
buke wrong  and  wrong-doers,  employing  for  that  pur- 
pose the  keenest  of  irony  and  the  severest  terms 
of  denunciation,  yet  to  the  poor,  the  unfortunate, 
and  the  sorrowing  he  was  the  kindliest  of  advisers 
and  the  most  generous  of  benefactors.  No  one  ever 
sought  him  for  counsel  or  aid  and  was  turned  away 
with  stern  rebuff.  If  within  his  power  he  would 
grant  the  desired  boon.    It  may  safely  be  recorded 


that  no  business  man  of  Attleborough  bestowed  more 
of  his  material  substance  for  the  support  of  public  in- 
stitutions and  for  the  friendly  succor  of  individuals 
than  Mr.  Horton.  The  Young  Men's  Christian  Asso- 
ciation, of  which  he  was  president  during  the  last 
year  of  his  life,  looked  to  him  for  the  larger  portion 
of  the  money  needed  for  its  support  The  same  lib- 
erality was  manifested  in  his  gifts  to  the  church,  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and  other  organiza- 
tions of  which  he  was  a  member.  He  was  emphat- 
ically a  "  self-made"  man.  He  arrived  to  a  position 
of  wealth  and  influence  by  dint  of  indomitable  energy 
and  perseverance  in  the  short  space  of  ten  years. 
Few  men  have  prospered  so  rapidly,  and  few  men 
have  shared  their  prosperity  so  freely  and  unstintedly 
with  the  community  in  which  they  lived.  He  was  a 
prominent  actor  in  municipal  aflairs.  He  was  bold 
and  outspoken  upon  every  question  which  involved 
principle.  No  amount  of  criticism  or  opposition 
could  deter  him  from  a  purpose  to  espouse  what  he 
considered  to  be  the  right.  He  served  his  townsmen 
as  representative  to  the  General  Court  in  1879-^. 
He  was  much  beloved  in  the  Grand  Anny  of  the  Re- 
public, to  the  interests  of  which  ho  was  devotedly 
attached.  On  the  Decoration-day  immediately  pre- 
ceding his  death  he  expressed  the  desire  that  his 
commander  might  perform  burial  rites  over  his  re- 
mains. Little  did  he  think  that  so  soon  his  earthly 
career  would  be  closed.  He  enlisted  Aug.  17,  1862, 
as  a  member  of  Company  H,  Fortieth  Regiment  Mas- 
sachusetts Volunteers,  and  was  discharged  June  17, 
1865.  He  was  a  member  of  Ezekiol  Bates  Lodge  'of 
F.  and  A.  M.,  and  was  at  his  death  the  Noble  Grand 
of  Orient  Lodge  of  Odd-Fellows.  He  joined  the 
Second  Congregational  Church  in  1867,  and  honored 
it  with  a  true  heart  and  pure  life  until  called  to  the 
church  triumphant 

On  May  8, 1862,  Mr.  Horton  was  married  to  Miss 
Addie  Lee.  In  his  home  he  was  an  affectionate  hus- 
band and  indulgent  father.  To  make  his  residence 
attractive  for  wife  and  children  he  made  generous 
expenditures  of  money  and  time.  One  of  his  chil- 
dren, a  bright  and  promising  boy,  preceded  him  to 
the  hotter  world.  Another,  Raymond  M.,  remains 
to  comfort  her  for  whom  he  cherished  such  fond  de- 
votion. The  funeral  obsequies  of  Mr.  Horton  were 
observed  in  the  Second  Congregational  Church,  June 
15,  1880.  Rev.  W.  A.  Spaulding,  the  pastor,  and 
Rev.  Francis  N.  Peloubet,  a  former  pastor,  paid  fitting 
tribute  to  the  character  of  the  deceased,  and  Rev. 
Samuel  Bell,  a  former  pastor,  offered  a  most  tender 
petition  for  the  bereaved  family  and  community. 
More  than  eleven  hundred  people  viewed  the  re- 
mains, which  were  then  entombed  in  Woodlawn 
Cemetery  with  the  usual  rites  of  honor  by  the  Grand 
Army. 
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ALFRED   PIBROB. 

Alfred  Pierce  is  descended  from  the  Pierce  family, 
who  were  among  the  early  settlers  of  Behoboth,  Mass. 
His  grandfather,  Barnard  Pierce,  was  a  resident  of 
that  town  and  a  much -respected  citizen.  (In  the  his- 
torical part  of  this  volume  will  be  found  references 
to  the  ancient  Pierce  family  in  Rehoboth.)  Jeremiah, 
the  father  of  Alfred,  was  born  in  Rehoboth,  Aug.  29, 
1786.  By  occupation  he  was  a  carpenter  and  farmer. 
He  was  a  successful  business  man,  honorable  and 
upright,  and  a  useful,  much-loved  citizen  of  the 
town.  He  married,  Nov.  9, 1806,  Candace  Wheeler. 
She  was  bqrn  Sept.  30,  1789.  They  had  eleven  chiN 
dren, — five  boys  and  six  girls,— of  whom  ten  are  yet 
living. 

Mr.  Pierce  died  March  28, 1887.  Mrs.  Pierce  died 
Oct.  18,  1882,  having  attained  the  remarlcable  age  of 
ninety-three  years  and  eighteen  days. 

Alfred  Pierce  was  born  in  Rehoboth,  Mass.,  Dec. 
31,  1821.  He  had  only  such  opportunities  for  edu- 
cation as  were  afforded  by  the  district  schools  of  his 
town  at  that  time,  and  at  an  early  age  he  applied 
himself  to  learning  the  practical  duties  and  require- 
ments of  business,  being  apprenticed  to  learn  the  car- 
penter's trade  when  only  fifteen  years  of  age.  At  the 
age  of  nineteen  he  engaged  in  business  for  himself  as 
a  carpenter  at  Pawtucket,  R.  I.,  where  he  continued 
about  four  years.  He  then  returned  to  Rehoboth, 
where  he  divided  his  time  between  farming  and  his 
trade  for  about  two  years  more,  when  he  removed  to 
Attlcborough  and  devoted  himself  to  carpentering 
till  1851,  when  he  yielded  to  the  flattering  induce- 
ments then  held  out  for  hardy,  adventurous  spirits  by 
the  newly-discovered  gold  fields  of  California.  To 
that  country  he  went,  and  after  gratifying  his  curios- 
ity and  trying  his  luck  in  the  mines  a  year  and  a  half 
on  the  Pacific  slope,  he  embarked  for  Melbourne, 
Australia.  Upon  his  arrival  in  that  country  he 
engaged  in  mining,  and  met,  as  he  had  in  Califor- 
nia, with  very  fair  success.  Afler  remaining  there 
some  ten  months  he  embarked  on  his  return  trip  to 
his  native  land.  At  Aspinwall  he  stopped  some 
weeks  and  worked  at  his  trade  of  carpentering,  when 
he  then  returned  to  Attlcborough,  Mass.,  where  he 
has  since  resided,  with  the  exception  of  about  eigh- 
teen months  which  he  spent  in  Illinois. 

When  Mr.  Pierce  first  commenced  business  in  At- 
tleborough  it  was  as  a  carpenter,  but  about  1869  he 
engaged  in  lumbering  and  coal-dealing,  associating 
with  himself  Mr.  A.  B.  Carpenter,  under  the  firm- 
name  of  Pierce  &  Carpenter,  which  copartnership 
exists  at  the  present  time.  They  have  been  emi- 
nently successful,  and  the  business  has  now  assumed 
large  proportions  and  is  one  of  the  solid  concerns  of 
that  enterprising  and  thriving  town.  On  Dec.  6, 
1865,  he  married  Martha  R.  Williams,  daughter  of 
Tiiomas  and  Polly  (Kicliardson)  Williams,  of  Attic- 
borough.  She  was  born  July  23,  1837.  They  have 
but  one  child,  Marian  W.,  born  May  24,  1867.     Mrs. 


Pierce  is  descended. on  the  maternal  side  from  an 
honorable  and  celebrated  family  (Riobardaon).  For 
extended  account  of  ancestry,  see  "Glenealogy  of 
Richardson  Family." 


ISAAC  ALQBR. 

Imoo  Alyer  is  a  lineal  descendant  of  the  seventh 
generation  from  Thomas  Alger,  and  was  born  in  At- 
tlcborough, Mass.,  June  5,  1880.  Thatnas  Alffer,  the 
first  of  the  name  in  this  country,  was  one  of  eight 
men  bearing  the  name  of  Alger  who  settled  in  New 
England  during  the  seventeenth  century.  The  exact 
time  of  his  arrival  is  not  known,  but  it  was  some  time 
previous  to  1666,  as  at  that  date  we  find  him  at  Taun- 
ton, Mass.,  near  the  Three-Mile  River,  a  stream  flow- 
ing through  the  eastern  part  of  Taunton.  On  the  14th 
of  November,  1665,  he  married  Elizabeth  Packard, 
a  daughter  of  Samuel  Packard,  of  Wymondham, 
England,  who  with  his  wife  and  child  came  to  Amer- 
ica in  1688,  in  the  ship  "  Diligent,'*  settled  in  Uing- 
ham,  then  in  Bridgewater,  Mass.,  where  he  died  about 
1684.  Thomas  Alger  settled  towards  the  close  of  his 
life  within  the  limits  of  Bridgewater,  where  it  is  sup- 
posed he  died. 

He  had  at  least  two  children,  perhaps  more,  viz., 
Israel  and  Deliverance. 

larael  Alger  was  a  farmer  on  the  north  side  of  the 
"Town  River,''  in  Bridgewater.  He  was  a  man  of 
influence  and  wealth  for  those  days.  He  married 
Patience,  daughter  of  Nathaniel  Hay  ward,  and  grand- 
daughter of  Thomas  Hayward,  one  of  the  original 
proprietors  and  first  settlers  of  Bridgewater.  Her 
uncle,  Hon.  Thomas  Hayward,  Jr.,  was  a  judge  of 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  and  one  of  the  Gov- 
ernor's Assistants.  She  died  before  1730.  He  died 
about  1726.  His  children  were  Israel,  Joteph^ 
Thomas,  Nathaniel,  and  John. 

Josqyh  Alger,  born  Oct.  6,  1694  (IsraeP,  Thomas*), 
w{is  a  farmer  in  Bridgewater,  Mass.,  near  or  at  * 
"  Flagjry  Meadow  Brook."  He  married  Mary,  daugh- 
ter of  William  Ames,  in  1719.  Their  children  were 
Mary,  Joseph,  Patience,  Bethiah,  John,  Susanna,  Na- 
than, and  Edmund^  born  Sept.  16,  1739. 

Kdmund  Alger  (Joseph^  Israel',  Thomas*)  was  a 
farmer  in  West  Bridgewater,  was  twice  married,  first 
to  Ruth,  daughter  of  Deacon  Isaac  Willis,  in  1761. 
She  died  Apiil  22, 1794,  aged  fifty -seven,  and  he  mar- 
ried for  his  second  wife  Molly  Thompson  in  1796. 
She  died  Feb.  23,  1798,  aged  filly-two,  without  issue. 
He  died  Nov.  21,  1817,  aged  seventy-eight.  His  chil- 
dren were  Edmund,  Imac,  Nathan,  Ruth,  and  Willis. 

Isaac  Alger  (Edmund*,  Joseph^  IsraeP,  Thomas*) 
was  born  Aug.  10,  1764,  in  Bridgewater,  Mass.,  and 
settled  in  Attleborougii,  Mass.,  about  1810  to  1815, 
on  the  farm  now  (1882)  owned  by  his  grandson,  Isaac 
Alger.  He  married  Susanna  Johnson  in  1788.  Shewjis 
born  in  1772,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Joseph  John- 
son, who  married  Bethiah  Alger  (Joseph*,  Joseph', 
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Ifirael',  Thomas^).  Isaac  Alger  died  in  1842,  leaving 
children, — Hannah,  Susanna,  Willard  #/.,  and  Ix>ui8a, 
who  dic<l  in  the  fifteenth  year  of  her  age. 

Willard  </.  AUjer  (Isaac^,  Edmund^  Joseph',  Israel', 
Tliomas*),  a  farmer  in  Attleborough,  Mass.,  married 
Lois  Brown,  of  Foxborough,  April  12, 1828.  He  died 
Sept.  2G,  1855,  and  his  widow  is  now  (1882)  living  on 
the  old  Alger  homcstend  in  Attleborough  with  her 
son  Isaac.  She  is  a  Methodist.  Their  children  are 
Isaac,  Ella,  Eliza,  born  Sept.  26, 1832,  married  Joseph 
Qleason;  Nathan  S.,  born  May  14,  1835,  married 
Olive  J.  Tripp;  and  Mary  V.,  born  July  11,  1889, 
died  Feb.  13, 1858. 

liaac  Alger  (Willard  J.*,  Isaac^,  Edmund*,  Joseph', 
Israel',  Thomas*)  received  a  common  school  educa- 
tion. At  fourteen  he  was  obliged  to  leave  school,  no 
more  to  return  to  it.  At  eighteen  he  commenced 
taking  charge  of  the  farm,  and  how  well  he  has  suc- 
cee<1e<l  the  following  story  will  tell. 

He  mnrriod  Susan.  Matihewson,  Jan.  7,  1857.  Of 
this  union  three  children  have  been  born,  viz.,  Susan, 
born  Oct.  19, 1857,  married  Eugene  F.  Pearce,  June 
17,  1875 ;  Isaac,  born  Jan.  8,  1868 ;  and  John  Willis, 
born  Aug.  17,  1870. 

In  |>olitics  he  was  a  llepublican  till  1878,  when  he 
became  a  Democrat,  and  has  since  afhliated  with  that 
party. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alger  are  members  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  of  Attleborough.  We  quote  the  fol- 
lowing from  the  Attleborough  Chronicle: 

For  the  past  three-quarters  of  a  century  the  premises 
now  considered  have  been  known  as  the  Alger  farm. 
A  portion  of  the  premises  wc  should  have  said,  for 
tlie  present  owner  has  trebled  the  original  farm,  which 
was  purchnscd  of  Isaac  Tifiany  by  Isaac  Alger,  grand- 
father to  the  present  owner.  The  farm  then  contained 
one  hundred  acres,  mostly  devoted  to  woodland.  Mr. 
Alger  was  a  moderate  farmer,  who  did  not  endeavor 
to  make  much  more  than  a  living  for  himself  and 
family  by  his  labors.  At  his  death  the  premises 
passed  into  the  hands  of  his  son,  Willard  J.,  and 
through  him,  by  will  from  the  grandfather,  to  the 
present  Isaac  Alger.  Under  the  management  of  W. 
J.  Alger  the  farm  was  allowed  to  run  down,  the  wood 
l)cing  cut  and  sold  to  pay  indebtedness,  while  the  till- 
age lands  and  pastures  were  annually  robbed  of  their 
crop  without  receiving  compensation  for  the  same. 

Isaac  had  remained  on  the  place  after  his  grand- 
father's death,  much  against  his  inclination,  at  the 
earnest  desire  of  his  family.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
six  years  he  found  himself  possessed  of  this  farm  of 
one  hundred  acres  of  positively  bare  land,  on  which 
there  was,  for  those  times,  a  heavy  mortgage.  There 
was  not  at  the  time  vitality  enough  in  the  whole' 
amount  of  broken  land  to  produce  six  tons  of  poor  hay. 
With  this  legacy,  which  was  several  hundred  dollars 
worse  than  nothing,  Mr.  Isaac  Alger  commenced  his 
career  as  a  New  England  farmer.  To-day  his  farm  is 
among  the  very  best  to  be  seen  in  the  town,  and  he 


himself  is  reckoned  among  oar  most  prosperous  and 
well-to-do  citizens. 

Now  tlie  farm  comprises  three  hundred  acres,  from 
a  small  portion  of  which  he  cuts  an  annual  supply  of 
fifly  tons  of  hay.  Of  the  three  hundred  acres  the 
greater  part  is  woodland.  There  are  firom  thirty  to 
forty  acres  in  pasturage,  forty  acres  in  tillage,  ten 
acres  of  cultivated  cranberry  land,  and  ten  acres  of 
natural  cranberry  meadow.  The  buildings  on  the 
place  consist  of  the  home  house, — a  roomy,  comforta- 
ble cottage, — a  large  roomy  barn,  built  with  a  view  to 
having  no  waste  space,  the  cranberry  house,  and  five 
houses  for  rental.  To  run  the  farm  Mr.  Alger  emplojrs, 
beside  his  own  boys,  the  oldest  of  whom  is  the  salesman 
for  the  place,  three  men,  hired  by  the  month  the  year 
round,  and  extra  help  by  the  day  as  is  required,  two 
horses  and  two  pair  of  oxen.  Of  the  latter-named 
stock  the  pair  we  saw  standing  in  the  stalls  would 
make  most  farmers  envious.  They  are  perfect  mates, 
weighing  about  three  thousand  four  hundred,  and 
are  better  beef  to-day  than  much  that  finds  itself  to 
our  markets  as  first  quality.  To  the  stock  named 
should  be  added  from  four  to  six  cows.  The  milk 
from  these  is  delivered  to  Mrs.  Alger,  who  has  the 
entire  charge  of  it  and  all  the  money  derived  from 
this  product  of  the  place.  Several  families  are  sup- 
plied, the  household  is  kept  in  butter,  and  what  milk 
is  left  is  eagerly  taken  up  by  the  milkmen. 

But  the  leading  crop  and  greatest  source  of  revenue 
is  the  cranberry  crop«  When  Mr.  Alger  took  the 
farm  he  tried  to  persuade  a  younger  brother  to  remain 
with  him  and  go  into  raising  cranberries,  believing 
there  was  money  in  the  proper' cultivation  of  that 
berry.  The  brother  declined,  believing,  on  the  con- 
trary, that  it  never  could  be  made  to  pay.  Mr.  Alger 
commenced  alone.  Having  limited  means  he  began 
in  a  small  way,  "  making''  but  a  small  piece  of  land 
each  year.  The  process  of  "  making"  consists  of  re- 
moving from  the  natural  meadow  all  the  turf,  and 
filling  in  to  the  depth  of  from  four  to  six  inches  with 
gravel,  in  which  the  plants  are  set  This  is  all,  but 
this  done,  and  you  may  wait  four  or  five  years  for  any 
profit.  The  land  thus  "  made"  is  made  for  years,  and 
requires  little  labor  beyond  an  occasional  coating  of 
sand,  and  little  attention  to  keep  it  clear  from  grass 
or  weeds.  The  land  first  made  by  Mr.  Alger  is  in  as 
good  condition  to-day  as  when  it  first  came  to  bear- 
ing twenty  years  ago.  In  this  manner,  by  degrees, 
Mr.  Alger  has  reclaimed  ten  acres  of  natural  meadow. 
The  crop  takes  care  of  itself  pretty  much,  and  only 
during  picking  time  is  there  any  rush.  Picking 
begins  usually  about  September  10th,  and  lasts  into 
October.  The  average  yield  for  the  past  three  years 
has  been  two  thousand  bushels.  To  pick  these 
requires  the  help  of  about  one  hundred  pickers. 
Pickers  get  fifly  cents  a  bushel,  and  earn  from 
one  dollar  to  three  dollars  per  day  according  to 
their  activity.  Mr.  Alger  had  one  young  man  em- 
ployed who  picked  five  pecks  of  clear  berries  in  fifty- 
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seven  minutes  by  the  watch.  The  berries  are  taken 
from  the  field  to  the  dry-house,  where  they  are  spread 
and  allowed  to  remain  until  they  are  brought  to  a 
uniform  color,  when  they  are  ready  for  market.  In 
preparing  the  fruit  for  shipment  the  greatest  care  is 
used  in  grading,  and  nothing  is  put  upon  the  market 
that  14  not  marked  in  the  grade  for  wliich  it  is  sold. 
Mr.  Alger  finds  liis  market  principally  in  Chicago, 
but  ships  to  New  York  and  Pliiladelphia.  Ho  sells 
all  his  fruit  for  cash  delivered  on  the  cars  at  Attle- 
borough,  and  has  no  trouble  with  freights. 

As  with  other  fruit  there  are  varieties, — the  "  Bell," 
the  **  Bugle,"  the  **  Cherry."  The  latter  is  the  best 
selling  of  the  three.  But  Mr.  Alger  hiu  originatetl  a 
variety  which  he  terms  the  *' Black  Pond  Seedling," 
which  for  his  use  he  has  found  to  be  su|)erior  t4)  cither 
of  the  others.  It  is  of  good  size,  solid,  and  its  keep- 
ing properties  are  par  excellence.  His  Western  market 
is  later  than  the  New  York  market,  and  this  quality 
of  the  Black  Pond  makes  it  desirable  for  shipment  to 
Chicago. 

Thus  we  have  presented  to  our  readers  the  work- 
ings of  a  farm  run  to  make  money,  and  that  in 
twenty-five  years  has  been  brought  from  a  barren 
tract  of  waste  land  to  a  farm  of  the  most  fertile  acres. 
It  is  refreshing  to  hear  a  man  talk  with  regard  to 
New  England  farming  in  the  manner  Mr.  Alger  does. 
In  answer  to  the  question, ''  Does  your  farm,  aside 
from  the  cranberry  crop,  pay?"  Mr.  Alger  replied, 
'*  The  one  helps  the  other ;  the  farm  supplies  teams 
to  work  on  the  meadows,  and  the  meadows  furnish 
material  to  be  put  upon  the  farm.  If  you  want  to 
ask  the  question,  *  Does  farming  pay  ?'  I  say,  most  as- 
suredly, yes  ;  just  as  good  a  profit  as  any  other  busi- 
nesH  with  the  same  amount  of  capital  and  labor  ex- 
pended. There  is  not  a  crop  you  can  put  into  tho 
ground  but  will  pay  a  handsome  profit,  rightly  man- 
aged," and  he  added  with  considerable  earnestness, 
''  especially  in  Attleborough.  Attleborough  is  the 
best  market  in  the  United  States." 

Not  every  farmer  in  and  about  Attleborough  will 
indorse  his  occupation  as  enthusiastically  as  does 
Mr.  Alger,  and  some  may  citicise  him  for  so  doing, 
but  Mr.  Alger  knows  whereof  ho  afhrms,  and  has 
demonstrated  his  statements  to  be  correct,  so  far  {is 
they  concern  himself  at  least. 


CHARLES    E.  IIAYWAIU). 

On  the  main  line  of  the  Boston  and  Providence 
Bailroad,  at  East  Attleborough,  is  situated  the  jew- 
elry manufactory  of  Hay  ward  &  Briggs.  Charles  E. 
Ilayward,  senior  member  of  this  firm,  was  born  at 
North  Attleborough,  Mjiss.,  Aug.  28,  1824,  and  was 
the  son  of  Capt.  Abraham  Ilayward,  who  was  son  of 
Abraham  Ilayward,  who  lived  in  Boston  and  was 
clerk  of  King's  Chapel  in  that  city,  under  which  he 
lies  buried.  Capt.  Abraham  Ilayward  was  captain 
of  a  privateer  in  the  war  of  1812.     lie  knew  no  fear. 


and  hated  the  British  as  only  a  strong,  positive  nature 
could  do.  He  was  thirty  years  a  sea-captain.  He 
married  Mariette  Daggett,  and  had  seven'  children. 
Charles  liad  a  common  school  education,  and  at  the 
age  of  seventeen  was  apprenticed  to  the  firm  of  Tiflt 
A  Whiting,  which  was  the  first  to  commence  the 
manufacture  of  gold  jewelry  in  North  Attleborough; 
with  them  he  continued  five  yearn.  He  worked  after- 
wanls  as  a  journeyman  for  two  or  three  years,  then 
on  his  own  account  for  two  or  three  yearn  more  in 
North  Attleborough,  and  in  1851  moved  to  East 
Attleborough,  when,  with  others,  he  established  the 
firm  of  Thompson,  Ilaywanl  A  Go.  This  firm  soon 
acfiuircd  a  g(KMl  reputation  and  a  profitjible  trade. 
This  copartnership  was  dbsolvcd  in  18r>5,  and  Mr. 
Hay  ward  formed  a  partnership  with  Mr.  Briggs,  under 
the  firm-name  of  Ilayward  A  Briggs.  This  firm  has 
continued  to  the  present  time  (1888).  The  inventive 
talents  of  Mr.  Hay  ward  have  been  active  and  suc- 
cessful in  arranging  patterns  and  designs  for  new  and 
artistic  sets  of  jewelry,  while  the  fiictory  has  been 
supplied  with  ample  and  excellent  machinery  for  the 
making  of  these  articles.  Mr.  Hay  ward  has  not  con- 
fined his  capital  or  energies  to  Uie  manufacture  of 
jewelry  at  East  Attleborough.  About  18G7,  with 
three  others,  he  founded  the  New  York  Watch  Com- 
pany at  Providence,  R.  I.,  which  was  afterwards  re- 
moved to  Springfield,  Mass.,  where  it  is  now  estab- 
lished. 

Mr.  Hay  ward  married,  June  14, 1854,  Charlotte  R, 
daughter  of  George  and  Eliza  (Wakefield)  Wheel- 
wright, of  ]k>8ton.  They  have  two  children, — Murmce 
J/.,  marrieil  Joseph  L.  Sweet,  of  AttlelNirough,  and 
has  one  child,  Harold  E. ;  and  Walter  E.^  a  grsuhuite 
of  1883  at  Harvard  University. 


EUGKNE  H.  HIGIIAKDS. 

Eugene  H.  Richards  wjis  born  Nov.  17,  1843.  lie 
graduated  from  Tuft's  College  in  July,  18G2,  and  im- 
mediately enlisted  as  a  private  in  Company  H,  For- 
tieth Regiment  Massachusetts  Volunteers.  He  was 
commissioned  second  lieutenant  Aug.  15,  1802,  and 
promoted  to  first  lieutenant  July  2,  18G3.  Ho  took 
part  in  all  the  battles  that  his  regiment  did,  served 
with  credit  to  himself,  and  was  honorably  discharged 
in  1864. 

Upon  his  entirement  from  the  army  he  immediately 
entered  the  employ  of  his  father,  who  had  removetl 
his  business  to  Boston  in  March,  18()3.  In  1870,  Mr. 
Richards  entered  into  partnership  with  his  father  un- 
der the  firni-nanie  of  11.  JM.  Richards  &  Co.,  manu- 
iacturors  of  jewelry  and  novelties  in  metal,  No.  7 
Green  Street,  Boston .  In  1880  he  succeeded  liia 
father  in  the  business,  but  still  reUiins  the  old  Hrm- 
nanie.  He  is  doing  a  good  business.  He  is  u  prom- 
inent and  active  nioniber  in  Miusonry,  and  bus  held 
and  now  holds  im))ortant  offices  in  both  York  and 
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Scottish  Rites.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Second  (Uni- 
tArian)  Church,  Boston.  Oct.  IS,  1869,  he  married 
Frances  A.  Jordan,  of  Boston.  They  have  no  chil- 
dren. 


CHAPTER  XLVI. 
NORTON. 

CkMMl^rapliiail— Orfgtiml  PurchMors— Oi-i|(innl  Donnfto— Petition  for  Pre- 
cinct—Inoorponitlon  of  Town— The  First  Settlement*— Kxtmcte  fh)m 
Beeorda — Enriy  Sottlere. 

The  town  of  Norton  lies  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
county,  and  is  bounded  as  follows :  On  the  north  by 
Mansfield  and  Easton,  on  the  east  by  Easton  and 
Taunton,  on  the  south  by  Taunton  and  Rehoboth, 
and  on  the  west  by  Attleborough. 

Norton  originally  comprised,  in  addition  to  its 
present  territory,  the  present  towns  of  Mansfield  and 
Easton.  Easton  and  the  greater  part  of  Mannfield, 
with  a  portion  of  Norton,  comprised  what  was  known 
as  the  "  North  Purchase,"  which  was  purchased  June 
6,  1668,  of  Thomas  Prence,  Josias  Winslow,  Thomas 
Southworth,  and  Constant  South  worth  (**  the  country's 
agents"),  by  Richard  Williams,  Walter  Dean,  George 
Maccy,  JameH  Walker,  Joseph  Wilbor,  William  Har- 
vey, Thomas  J^onard,  John  Turner,  Henry  Andrews, 
John  Cob,  George  Hall,  John  Hall,  Samuel  Hall, 
James  Lfconard,  Sr.,  Nathaniel  Williams,  Thomas 
Williams,  Nicholas  White,  Sr.,  Nicholas  White,  Jr., 
Hezekiah  Ilorc,  Alice  Dean,  Israel  Dean,  Robert 
Grossman,  Shadrack  Wilbor,  Thomas  Caswell,  John 
Macombcr,  John  Smith,  Edward  Rew,  John  Parker, 
Samuel  Panle,  Thomas  Lincoln,  Sr.,  Thomas  Harvey, 
8r.,  Nathaniel  Thayre,  Thomas  Lincoln,  Jr.,  Peter 
Pits,  Jonah  Austin,  Sr.,  John  Richmond,  Samuel 
Williams,  Christopher  Thrasher,  Mrs.  Jane  Gilbnrt, 
George  Watson,  Samuel  Smith,  James  Burt,  Richard 
Burt,  John  Tisdell,  Sr.,  John  Tisdell,  Jr.,  James 
Phillips,  Edward  Bobbot,  John  Hath  way,  Jonathan 
Brigs,  Increase  Robinson,  John  Briant,  Thomas  Har- 
vey, Jr.,  and  was  called  "Taunton  North  Purchase,"' 

This  tract  was  bounded  as  follows :  "  Begining  on 
the  north-west,  att  the  bounds  of  tlie  lands  formerly 
sold  by  us  unto  the  Town  of  Rehoboth,  and  to  be 
bounded  on  the  northerly  syde  by  the  Massachusetts 
line,  untill  it  cometh  to  beare  with  the  Western 
bounds  of  the  Town  of  Bridgewater ;  and  soe  from 
the  said  Massachusetts  line  by  a  south  line  home  to 
the  bounds  of  Taunton,  and  thence  by  a  Westerly 
line  untill  it  meets  with  the  bounds  of  Rehoboth 
aforesaid:  and  so  to  follow  the  said  bounds  of  Reho- 
both untill  it  comes  unto  the  bounds  first  mentioned 
upon  the  Massachusetts  line;  all  the  lands  within 
this  compas;  excepting  onely  a  small  parcel  granted 
unto  John   Bundey,  and  alsoe  a  grant  made  unto 

1  **  Blarch  8, 1681-2.— Bj  order  of  ye  Court,  Mr.  George  Shore  his 
mune  wm  affixed  to  the  id.  deed  tm  a  proprietor.** 


Thomas  Briggs,  the  son  of  Clement  Briggs,  together 
with  the  meddows,  woods,  waters,  and  other  benefitts, 
privileges,  emoluments,  profiitts,and  emunities  thereto 
appertaining  and  belonging." 

Inoorporation  of  the  Town.— The  first  move  to- 
wards the  formation  of  a  precinct  was  under  date 
Nov.  27, 1707,  as  follows : 

**  We  whoee  names  are  underwritten,  being  part  of  the  InhaUtanti 
of  Tennton  old  Town,  and  part  of  Thtnnton  north  parchaea,  being  all 


▼ery  sensible  of  the  great  dlfflenl^  that  we  are  nnder  in  lirelng  so 
mote  from  the  pabliek  worship  of  God,  and  great  need  of  harelng  It 
settled  amonfcst  na,  that  so  onr  children  and  those  nnder  our  care  it 
charge,  as  well  as  onrseWes,  naj  Inioj  the  meens  of  grace,  and  In  order 
tlielrto,  we  have  this  27th  day  of  novem.,  1707,  net  together,  and  made 
choice  of  George  Leonard  and  Nicholas  White,  whome  wa  ehme  as  onr 
sgents  to  act  In  onr  behalf  In  makeing  Reqnest  to  the  town  to  bound  ns 
out  n  presink  for  the  malntainnenee  of  a  minister ;  and  that,  when  we 
haTe  procured  a  minister  to  dispence  the  word  of  God  amongst  [us,J  we 
might  l»e  fnmd  from  pajlng  to  the  minister  A  Schoolmaster  at  town,  and 
we  do  also  glTO  onr  sd.  agents  taW  power  to  do  any  tarthar  act  or  acts, 
thing  or  things,  that  they  shall  see  needftaU  to  be  dan  fbr  ya  bounding 
of  »d.  prccink,  and  procnrelng  an  able  orthodox  minister  to  be  orderly 
Settled  amongnst  us,  whether  It  be  by  petitionlag  to  the  Oeneral  court 
to  Settle  the  bounds  of  sd.  precink,  or  by  any  other  way  or  maens  what- 
soever;  as  witness  our  hands,  the  day  and  year  abora  written,  wa 
farther  promise,  that  In  case  a  minister  be  procnrde  at  aborsad.,  that  we 
will  each  of  ns  pay  onr  proportion  by  way  of  rate  fbr  his  maintalnance. 
witness  our  hands,  George  Leonard,  Nicholas  Whlte^  John  Lane,  Thomas 
Drnman,  s(*n.,  Tlionuis  SteTens,  SeWanls  Gambia,  John  Briggs,  John 
Hodges,  Nathaniel  1  Hodges,  Samuell  Hodges,  Jabai  Pratt,  Thomas  Bra* 
man,  Jun.,  William  1Io(Ir«s,  Robert  Tucker,  Bphraim  OroTer,  Mathew 
White,  Setli  Donnnn, Ebeneser  Hall,  John  Osswell,  Jun.,  BeiO«iDln  Oia- 
well,  John  Wetherell,  Kbenexer  Kdy,  Samuel  Brintnell,  John  Caswell, 
sen.,  Eliexer  Fisher,  Richard  Briggs,  William  Wetherell,  sen.,  niexer 
Bdy,  John  Gob,  Andrew  Grover,  Peter  Aldrich,  Israel  Flaher,  Thomas 
GroTer,  Nathaniel  Fisher,  Joseph  Briggs,  BetOMnin  Williams,  Nathanlell 
Hanrey,  John  Briggn,Jun.,  Nicholas  Smith,  John  Newland,  William  Gob, 
Benjamin  Newland,' John  Skinner.** 

Pttmon  fo  the  TawH  of  Tbunlon.—**  March  ye  23d,  1706.— Whereas  dl- 
rers  Inhabitants  of  Taunton  north  purdiase,  together  with  dirara  of  the 
Inhabitants  of  Taunton  old  township,  bordering  on  the  north  purchase, 
made  clioico  of  we,  the  subscribers,  whome  they  chose  a*  tbars  Agents 
to  make  reqnest  to  the  town  to  bound  ns  out  a  precinct  Ibr  the  maln- 
tanance  of  a  minister;  we,  whose  names  are  underwritten,  do  therefore, 
in  the  behalf  of  our  friends  and  neighbours,  humbly  A  earnestly  dssire 
the  town  seriously  to  consider  of  the  vary  difficult  ctrcumstances  that 
we  are  nnder  In  llTeIng  so  remote  fh>m  the  publlqne  worship  of  God, 
that  great  part  of  the  year  we  cannot  come  to  meeting;  and  that  we  can 
at  no  time  of  the  year,  without  very  great  dlAcnlty,  bringing  allmoet 
any  of  onr  children  to  meeUng:  so  that.  If  we  continue  long  alter  this 
manner,  the  sowls  of  our  children,  and  thoae  under  our  care  and  charge, 
win  be  In  danger  of  perishing  for  lack  of  knowledge,  for  It  Is  Srident 
fhim  scriptre  that  faith  comes  by  heering,  and  heering  by  the  word 
preacht  Tho  we  are  not  Insencable  of  our  porerty,  and  great  difficulty 
that  we  shall  tliereby  meet  with  In  carrying  on  such  deaire,  yet,  on  the 
other  hand,  we  have  cans  to  bo  thankftall  that  our  netghboursare  gener- 
ally Tery  furwanl  to  promote  so  good  a  work ;  and  our  pOTcr^a  can  be 
no  Argument  to  have  our  precink  lesened,  but  rather  enlarged,  where- 
fore we  Samestly  derire  and  hope,  that  the  town  will  forward  and  in- 
corage  so  good  a  design,  and  grant  that  the  military  line  may  be  the 
bounds  of  the  precint,  wiilch  is  burt*s  bmok,  and  from  the  mouth  of  sd. 
brook  to  the  bridge  neer  wiliUun  wetherell,  and  fh>m  sd.  bridge  north- 
Kstnrdly  to  the  north-|Mircli«se  line ;  that  so  we  may  not  hare  one  line 
for  the  military,  nnd  another  for  the  mlntoter.  and.  In  hopes  you  will 
grant  us  this  our  request,  we  subscribe  onrsslTcs  your  humble  pe- 
tloners, 

*'GlOtOB  LnONABD. 
**JoBlf  WBniBRELI^ 

"NivHouka  Whitk.'* 

Not  receiving  the  desired  encouragement  from  the 
old  town  they  petitioned  the  General  Court  as  follows, 
under  date  Oct  20, 1708 : 
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"  To  hit  ExMllency  Jo«eph  Dudley,  Xiqulra,  Gapt^Oenenll  and  Ootmp- 
nor-lD-cbief  in  and  oTer  her  iiiiO**^o*>  proTlnc*  of  the  MMnchneelti 
bay  in  New  England;  And  to  the  Honored  ooancill  and  Repneenta- 
tiTct  now  convened  In  Generall  court  this  SO  day  of  October,  1708: 
'  **The  humble  |»etition  of  Dtveree  of  the  InhabltHDie  of  Taanton 
North  purcliaae.  and  DiTerte  of  the  Inhahltanta  of  Taunton  old  Town- 
■hip  bordering  on  eaid  north  parchaee,  humbly  eheweth,  that  wl.  Inbabl- 
tauta  being  vary  eeutdble  of  the  peat  difflculty  they  are  now  under  In 
liveing  ao  remote  from  the  publlck  worship  of  Ood,  and  the  peat  need 
of  having  it  wttled  amongst  them,  that  so  their  clillilren,  and  tlioee 
under  their  care  uud  charge,  as  well  as  themselvM,  may  Ii^oy  the 
meens  of  (iraco,  They  made  choice  uf  us,  tlie  subscrlbeni,  to  be  their 
ageutH,  to  make  known  their  deeire  to  the  town  of  Taunton  to  have  a 
precinct  boiuided  out  to  them  for  their  maintenance  of  a  minister  to 
dispence  the  word  uf  Gud  among  them;  and  also  to  petition  the  Gen- 
erall Court  to  settle  the  bounds  of  sd.  precinct ;  and  also  to  procure  an 
able  orthodux  minister  to  be  orderly  settled  among  them,  as  may  appear 
by  a  writcing  under  their  hands,  dated  Novemlier  the  37th,  1707,  and 
also  on  the  23d  of  march,  1708;  by  which  writing  they  also  promise  to 
pay  their  pruportion  by  way  of  rate  for  the  maintenance  of  sd.  minister 
provide  as  abovesd.  In  pursueauce  of  sd.  power  and  trust  committed  to 
us,  we  have  communicated  this  matter  to  the  town  of  Taunton,  at  a 
town  meeting;  and  altliough  we  hare  Great  Inoorragement  that  the 
most  considerable  Leading  men  will  be  and  are  for  it,  yet  there  Is  some 
few  that  do  hesiute  about  the  bounds  That  we  desire  for  sd.  precinct; 
so  that  hetherto  nothing  of  that  nature  Is  llniahed.  and  easing  our 
young  oneii  increase  and  grow  up  apace,  and  that  the  Lord  hath  In 
marcy  (as  we  hope  it  is  in  marcy)  so  Inclined  the  hearts  of  our  neigh- 
boura  so  earnestly  to  desire  and  seek  after  this  thing,  we  therefore,  the 
subscribers,  as  agents  for  and  in  the  behalf  of  sd.  Inhabitents,  do  hum- 
bly pray  this  Gonerell  Court  to  grant  this  our  humble  petition,  and  the 
bound*  of  sd.  precinct  which  we  desire  is,  tlie  line  or  bounds  of  tlie  military 
company  called  the  North-purchase  company  may  be  the  bounds  of  the 
said  precinct,  which  Is  a  brook  called  burt*s  brook,and  firom  the  mouth  of 
sd.  brook  to  wennaconnlt  bridge,  and  from  sd.  bridge  northeasterd  to  tlie 
North-purchuse  Hue,  but  leaveing  out  of  sd.  precinct  all  the  inhabitente 
in  the  North  purchase  that  commonly  go  to  Bridgewater  meeting,  who 
live  on  tne  Kataidly  side  of  the  rhode  that  Leeadeth  from  wlnnacuunlt 
to  the  buy,— fur  they  In  time  hope  to  be  a  precinct  with  part  of  Bridge- 
water,  which  we  Mhall  not  oppose, — but  tokeing  IntQ  sd.  precinct  all  be- 
longing to  Taunton  old  Township  wltliin  the  bounds  above  mentioned, 
but,  4f  all  the  North  purchase  ware  Bnexed  to  Taunton  for  the  present, 
we  think  it  would  be  best  for  the  managelng  of  public  concerns;  only 
that  the  lands  within  the  bounds  settled  and  agreed  on  between  the  pro- 
priatora  of  Tauutou  North  purchase  agd  thair  neighbouis,  on  all  i>arts, 
be  confirmed  to  siiid  proprietors,  and  the  aboveeald  precinct  settled  for 
the  niaintni nance  of  the  miniittry  In  said  precinct,  and  we  farther  pray 
that  this  honored  court  woald  mIso  a|)oint  a  committee  to  onier  where 
the  meeting-house  sboald  be  sett,  all  which,  if  this  honoured  court 
please  to  grant,  your  humble  petitioners  shsll,  as  In  duty  they  are 
bound,  ever  pray. 

"Okokok  Lkonabd,  )   Agents  for  and  in  Ihe  bfhalf 
"Nicholas  White,  /  of  iiald  Inhubitauts." 

The  following  action  was  taken  by  the  General 
Court  upon  thia  petition  : 

**22  Octo.,  1708.— Uoad  In  Oouncil;  and  Ordered,  that  the  Soloctnien 
of  Taunton  be  served  with  a  copy  of  this  Puton.,  and  beard  thereu|iun 
before  this  Court  upon  the  (iecoud  Tuesday  of  the  next  Session  of  ye  nd. 
Court,  if  any  thing  they  have  to  say  why  the  prayer  uf  the  wiUiin  Peti- 
tion should  not  bo  granted. 

**  ISA.  AnDiNQTON,  Secretary. 
**  Sent  down  for  concurrence." 

"  In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Oct.  25, 1708. — Read  and  Pas«e«l  a 
concurrence.  And  that  the  Hearing  be  upon  tlie  Second  Tuestlny  uf  the 
next  Seseion  of  thin  (3uurt. 

"  Agreed :  **  Thomas  Omvku,  6p0aker. 

"Consented  to:  "J.  Duih.ky." 

May  25,  1709,  the  town  answered  to  the  General 
Court  as  follows: 

"To  hi«  Excellency  Joseph  Dudley,  Esquire,  Cuptain-Oenerall,  Oov- 
smor-in-chief  in  and  over  her  mi^estie's  Province  of  tlie  Miuuachusetts 
bay,  and  the  rest  uf  the  honorable  Councill  and  Reprusentatives  Con- 
vened in  Generall  Court,  May  the  26,  1700,  humbly  Sheweth : 


**  That  whereas  the  Honoured  Oourt  sent  to  the  I 
to  show  their  reasons  (If  any  they  liave)  why  Taantoii  Mortk 
and  Sontli  Purcliase  should  not  have  their  prayer  gimatod,— 

**  In  answer  whereunto  we  say  that  although  It  iMUh  fimm 
Increase  our  nnmben,— which  we  liope  is  In  mercj,->-ye(  aiait  eaj  that 
through  the  providence  of  God,  a  great  many  are  so  •xtreuBi  poor,  aad 
ratse  and  toxes  so  high,  that  we  And  It  hard  and  dlAcult  to  rub  siosii^ 
and  the  Generality  of  the  North  purobaee  are  so  poor  that  we  Smr  tksy 
will  not  be  able  to  build  a  meeting-liouae  and  to  matutala  a  minister.* 

**Tlie  Nortli  purchase  we  think  It  betlMr  HJur  them  to  be-a  Tawnriilp 
than  a  product. 

'*Thls  Is  our  last  and  flnall  answer  uppon  matars  cousldentkNi. 

**  Imubl  THmaMiKB, 
**JoBJf  Stub, 
Dbaw, 


**  We,  whose  uamee  are  underwritten,  are  of  the  «u»e  Bind  with  those 
above, — 

"  Thomas  Leonard,  Henry  Hodges,  Samuel  Deaue,  Beth  Williama,  Jo- 
seph WlllUms.*' 

At  the  same  time  tho  **  preciDct  coniiuittee"  were 
urging  their  cause  before  the  General  Court. 

June  4,  1709,  Taunton  appeared  at  the  General 
Court  with  a  remonstrance  against  the  prayer  of  the 
petitioners,  signed  by  James  Leonard,  Philip  King, 
Tlioinas  Gilbert,  Thomas  Harvey,  and  Jonathan  Pad- 
dleford.  Finally,  after  various  petitions  and  remon- 
strances, the  precinct  was  formed  Sept.  19,  1709. 

The  following  order  in  relation  to  the  orgimixation 
of  the  precinct  as  a  t4)wn  is  under  date  March  17, 
1710-11: 

**  The  following  Order  iiasMd  by  the  Oouncil  and  Assembly  res|ie€Sive(y 
upon  the  PeUtlon  of  the  North  Precinct  In  Taunton,  Prayluc  to  be  made 
a  Town,  having  Uie  consent  of  Taunton  Uierefiar,  vis., — 

"Ordered,  That  the  Morth  Preclna  in  Tfeunton  ha,  and  hereby  Is 

granted  to  be  a  Town,  distinct  from  the  Town  of  Taunton,  by  the  name 

of  NoBTON,  and  have  and  enjoy  the  Powera,  ImmuuiUes,  and  Privllegss 

by  law  granted  to  Townships,  and  that  a  bill  be  projected,  and  braaght 

in  at  the  next  Session  of  this  Oburt,  fkilly  to  perfect  tlie  ed  Grant.    Pio> 

vlded  that  the  Kn»i  End  of  the  North  Purcliase  shall  liave  half  the  said 

IMirchsso  as  their  l*recinct  wlibn  they  are  able  to  maintain  a  miniater 

and  this  Court  Judge  tlium  no. 

**  Consented  to. 

••  J.  DUOLBT." 

Act  of  Incorporation. — The  following  is  the  act 
of  incorporation : 

"  An  Act  for  rtiUing  a  new  Toten  by  the  name  of  Norton^  wUhin  the  GkHmff  ef 
BrUlol  : 

"  Wherea$,  The  tnict  of  liiind  commonly  called  and  known  by  the 
nunio  of  the  Nuitli  l'urchaM<,  Lying  Hiluiite  within  the  Township  of 
Tuuntun,  in  Iho  cuunty  uf  Urlittul,  {'iicnnieciilted  within  the  Lines  and 
llounderles  prrtfcrilKMl  by  u  couiniittoe  noma  time  itlnce  apiiulntoil  by  the 
Cuuui-al  Aueenilily,  lui  fullows,  vix.:  llcginulng  at  tho  Lino  between  the 
Iwu  lute  C^dunies  of  tho  MuMMichusults  and  Plymouth,  in  thu  Hue  of  tbs 
said  North  purchase  und  Attleborough ;  fnmi  thence  Kunnlug  8outh> 
WMrd  to  Itohubulh  North-li^ust  Curnor;  and  from  thence  ICastward,  oa 
the  Norlh-purciiaou  Line,  tu  Tuuntun  buuuds;  thence  eastward  to  ths 
Bluuth  of  thu  llruuk  calld  Dnrt*s  Druulc,  und  uxtending  from  tho  uiouth 
uf  Hurt's  Hruuk  tu  thu  Ihidgu  ovvr  the  11111  lUver,  near  Wm.  Witlierers; 
und  from  thence  Nurtli-euHtwarU  tu  the  North-Purchase  Line;  and,  fhNU 
the  Nurth-purchiuiu  Line,  the  Uuuil  that  Isiids  from  the  iiuld  Bridge  to-  # 
wurd4  Ikttftun  tu  be  the  Uuandtf  till  it  cume  to  the  I<ino  l*etwixt  the  two 
liUte  Culunied  ufui tumid;  which  Linu  to  be  the  lM>uiidM  tu  A ttb-burough 
iifuruMiiid  wait  net  ulf  fruui  Tuuntun  by  und  with  the  ouuseut  of  tliat 
Tuwu,  snd  by  an  urder  of  the  (Jenerul  Aisembly,  paeeed  at  tbeir  Sesuion 
in  March,  17  lU,  mudo  a  distinct  and  uepurate  Tuwn  frxini  Tnwntou,  con- 
taining a  tiuflicient  quantity  uf  I^nds  and  a  cumpetsnt  number  of 
Inhabitants  fur  that  purpose,  and  named  Nurtun  ;  the  full  perfecUng  of 
the  said  Grant  being  adjuurned  uud  rvfered  to  the  present  Courts. 

"  In  pumuunce,  thurofuro,  uf  the  afure-recited  Order  and  Grant,  and 
fur  the  completing  uud  perfecting  uf  the  same,  Be  it  enacted  by  his  Kx- 
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ctfltoDcjr  lh«  GoTernor,  GoanclU  and  ReprwenhitiTM  In  GeiMml  Conrt 
Mwnbled,  and  liy  the  mittiority  of  the  Mm*,  That  the  idiireMld  Traet 
of  liind  oonmonly  culled  the  North  Pnrehaae,  cimimicrihed  and 
boniMicd  M  nbuTe  expreeeeil.  Be  and  Is  Granted  to  be  a  Townehip  IMh- 
tloet  and  arparate  fktnn  Tannton ;  the  Town  to  be  named  Norton,  and 
the  InhaUtanli  thereof  to  liaTe,  Use,  Kxcerclae,  end  et^oy  all  such  Im- 
mualtlee.  Powers,  and  PrlTlIegcs  as  otlier  Towns  within  this  ProTlnce 
have  and  do  by  Law  exoerelse  and  enjoy,  so  that  tlie  said  Inhabitants 
settle  aa  aide,  Learned,  Orthodox  MInleter  In  the  said  Town,  and  ttom 
Hmm  to  time  allow  him  a  Comfortable  support. 

**  ProTided  NeTertheless,  That  the  Inhabitants  In  tlie  east  end  of  the 
said  North  Pnreheee  shall  hare  one-half  of  the  said  Purchase  as  their 
Prednct,  when  they  are  able  to  maintain  a  minister,  and  this  Ooart 
Jodge  them  so. 

"June  12th,  nil. 

**  This  Bill,  having  been  read  three  sereral  times  In  the  Uonse  of  Rep- 
ff^eentatlTes,  psesed  to  be  enacted. 

**  John  nvnniu^Spenker. 

**  Read  three  sereral  times  In  Council,  C(>ncnred,  and  iiansed  to  lie 
«nacted. 

**  Isaac  Addinoton,  Seebrf. 

**  By  his  Bxcellency. 

**l  oonsent  to  the  enacting  of  this  Bill. 

"  J.  DunLXY." 

The  First  Settlements.— To  William  Wetherell 
18  due  the  honor  of  having  been  tlie  first  settler 
within  the  bounds  of  the  present  town  of  Norton. 
He  Tocated  in  1669  on  the  easterly  side  of  Winnecon- 
net  Pond.  Rev.  Mr.  Clark,  in  his  excellent  "  History 
of  Norton,"  says, — 

"  By  an  examination  of  the  Proprietors'  Records  of 
the  old  town  of  Taunton  (p.  50),  I  find  that  on  the 
29th  of  April,  1669,  William  Wetherell  sold  several 
{Mircels  of  land  situated  on  and  near  Mill  River 
(which  is  the  stream  that  runs  out  of  Winneconnet 
Pond),  and  included  in  this  sale  were  *  five  accres, 
more  or  less,  which  was  granted  to  him  by  the  town 
for  a  home-lotte.'  And  on  the  same  day  was  laid  out 
to  him,  in  four  lots,  about  sixty  acres  of  land  on  the 
easterly  and  nortlicrly  side  of  the  .pond;  and  the 
bounds  of  these  lots  can  be  pretty  generally  identi- 
fied at  the  present  time.  Hence  we  think,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  all  testimony  to  the  contrary,  that  in  the 
spring  of  1669,  and  on  the  east  side  of  the  pond,  only 
a  few  rods  from  the  meadow,  was  erected  the  first 
habitation  in  our  town. 

"Tradition  says  that  this  William  Wetherell,  whose 
name  will  ever  be  a  household  word  to  the  people  of 
Norton,  came  from  England  in  the  capacity  of  a 
cabin-boy,  with  Williani  Dunn,  the  master  of  the 
Tesael,  and  one  of  the  original  proprietors  of  Taun- 
ton, who  is  said  to  have  soon  returned  to  England, 
leaving  his  cabin-boy  in  charge  of  his  proprietary, 
with  the  understanding  that  if  he  (Dunn)  did  not 
return  to  claim  it,  the  right  should  escheat  to  young 
Wetherell,  and  such  was  the  result.  Of  the  exact 
time  Gapt  Dunn  arrived  in  America  we  have  no  re- 
liable account;  it  might  have  been  just  before  the 
settlement  of  Tannton,  and  he  might  have  brought 
over  in  his  vessel  many  of  the  first  settlers  of  the 
town,  and  as  most  of  these  were  from  the  vicinity  of 
Taunton,  in  England,  it  is  possible  that  the  birthplace 
of  Wetherell  was  in  that  neighborhood.  All  this  is, 
however,  mere  conjecture.  The  first  reliable  evidence 


we  have  of  William  Wetherell  being  in  Taunton  is 
in  1648,  when  his  name  appears  on  a  list  of  males, 
between  the  ages  of  sixteen  and  sixty,  subject  to  mil- 
itary duty.  He  was  one  of  the  inhabitants  of  Taun- 
ton who,  on  the  28th  of  December,  1659,  had  a  divis- 
ion of  land  made  in  the  proportion  of  two  acres  on 
each  shilling  of  the  rate  paid  by  the  individual,  two 
acres  on  each  head  in  the  family,  and  two  acres  to 
the  lot.  Mr.  Wetherell's  rate  was  seven  shillings  and 
ten  pence,  and  there  were  five  heads  in  his  family 
(supposed  to  be  himself,  wife,  and  three  children), 
and  twenty-eight  acres  of  land  w^re  assigned  him. 

His  wife's  name  was  Dorothy .   When  they  were 

married  is  uncertain,  but  it  is  supposed  to  have  been 
about  1650,  for,  in  1672,  William  Wetherell  and  Wil- 
liam Wetherell,  Jr.  (supposed  to  be  his  son),  were 
among  the  proprietors  of  the  South  Purchase  of 
Taunton,  including  what  is  now  Dighton  and  a  por- 
tion of  Berkley. 

"He  was  admitted  a  freeman  at  the  Plymouth 
Court  in  June,  1658.  June  6,  1664,  William  Weth- 
erell and  three  others, of  Titunton,  were  fined  'twenty 
shillings  for  an  abuse  done  to  a  saw-mill  att  Taunton 
belonging  to  James  Walker  and  others,  by  coming  in 
the  night  and  breaking  downe  some  parte  of  the  said 
mill,  and  for  takeing  away  sevuerall  thinges  from  the 
same.'  It  is  presumed  that  this  difficulty  grew  out  of 
the  fact  that  the  dam  to  this  mill  was  so  built  as  to 
prevent '  the  alewiues  from  goeing  vp'  the  river,  and 
hence  was  not  legally  built,  for  on  the  same  day  that 
Wetherell  and  others  were  fined  the  owners  of  the 
mill  were  required,  before  'the  next  season  of  the 
fishes  goeing  vp,'  to  make  'a  free,  fUU,  and  sufficient 
passage  for  the  said  fish.' 

"  Just  before  the  commencement  of  Philip's  war  in 
1675,  a  list  of  the  proprietors  of  Taunton  was  made, 
and  on  this  list  is  the  name  of  William  Wetherell, 
who  owned  'on  his  own  rights  and  that  which  was 
Mr.  Dunn's.'  His  name  appears  several  times  on  the 
Grand  Inquest  between  1650  and  1690.  He  was  a 
constable  in  Taunton  for  the  years  1662  and  1676. 
In  1671  and  1685  he  was  a  '  deputy'  or  representa- 
tive from  Taunton  to  the  Plymouth  Colony  Court. 
'He  was  also  a  deputy  at  a  special  court  held  on  the 
last  day  of  October  and  first  of  November,  1676.  In 
1685  he  was  one  of  the  selectmen.  In  1671  he  was 
one  of  a  committee. '  appointed  in  each  town  to  see 
to  the  gathering  in  of  the  Minister's  Maintainance,' 
etc.  In  1679-^0  he  was  one  of  the  court's  committee 
'  to  bound  the  meddowes  on  Assonett  Neck.'  June  2, 
1685,  he  was  licensed  'to  retaile  cider,  beeir,  and 
strong  liquors.'  It  is  presumed,  as  he  lived  at  this 
time  on  the  road  leading  from  Taunton  to  Boston, 
and  known  then  and  now  as  the  '  Bay  road,'  that  he 
kept  a  sort  of  'ordinary'  or  victual ing-house  for  trav- 
elers; and  hence  he  no  doubt  kept  the  first  public- 
house  within  the  limits  of  Norton.  May  25, 1680,  he 
was  appointed  one  of  a  committee  of  the  town  '  to 
revise  the  town  orders,  records  of  land,'  etc. 
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.  **  Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  he  was  a  man  of  some 
consequeuce,  and  possessed  a  good  reputation  among 
the  early  settlers  of  Taunton.  From  an  old  deed  now 
in  possession  of  our  townsman  (descendant  of  the  first 
settler),  William  D.  Wetherell,  given  by  John  Weth- 
erell,  son  of  William,  to  his  son  Jonathan,  it  appears 
that  William  Wetherell  was  an  '  Eldest  Sergeant  in 
Capt.  Gorrom*8  (Gorham's)  Company  in  the  great 
Narrngnnsett-Swamp  fltt,'  which  took  place  Dec.  19 
(?),  1675,  in  the  present  town  of  South  Kingston, 
K.  I.,  and  that  a  grant  of  land  was  made  by  the 
court  to  the  soldiers  who  were  wouuded  in  that  ever- 
memorable  battle.  From  the  Plymouth  Colony  Rec- 
ords, vol.  vi.  p.  119,  it  appears  that  'Sergt.  Witherly' 
and  'other  Taunton  men'  came  wounded  to  the  house 
of  Peleg  San  ford,  Dec.  24,  1676,  and  that  he  re- 
mained till  Oct.  17,  1676.  His  wound  must,  there- 
fore, have  been  of  a  pretty  severe  character  to  have 
confined  him  almost  a  year  before  he  was  able  to  re- 
turn home.  It  was  in  consequence  of  his  wounds  re- 
received  in  the  battle  of  Narragansett  Swamp,  we 
presume,  that  the  court  granted  Mr.  Wetherell  ten 
pounds  in  1685,  and  five  pounds  in  1686. 

**  From  all  the  facts  that  we  can  gather  relating  to 
Mr.  Wetherell,  he  seems  to  have  been  a  man  blessed 
with  a  good  share  of  worldly  goods,  holding  two 
rights  in  the  original  purchase  of  Taunton  (his  own 
and  Mr.  Dunn's),  one  right  in  the  South  Purchase  of 
Taunton,  and,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  half  a  right 
in  the  North  Purchase.  In  the  year  1690  he  deeded 
most  of  his  property  to  his  children  and  grandchil- 
dren,  and  in  his  will,  dated  Aug.  15,  1691,  and  pro- 
bated November  18th  of  the  same  year,  he  makes 
some  little  legacies  to  his  children,  and  confirms  the 
deeds  ho  had  previously  given  of  his  lands.  He 
mentions  in  his  will  his  sons  William,  John,  and 
Ephraim  (who  was  dead  at  the  date  of  the  will), 
and  his  daughter,  Dorothy  Wood,  who  was  the  wife 
of  William  Wood  (her  second  husband),  to  whom  she 
was  married  April  1,  1686.  Her  first  husband  was 
Elias  Irish,  and  they  were  married  Aug.  26,  1674. 
He  lived  only  about  three  years,  for,  in  October, 
1677,  William  Wetherell  was  appointed  administrator 
of  his  estate." 

The  next  settler  in  theNorth  Purchase  was  Thomas 
Brintnell,  in  1685,  in  what  is  now  Mansfield. 

*'  Dec.  6,  1695,"  says  our  excellent  authority  before 
quoted,  "Thomas  Leonard,  Sr.,  and  James  Leonard, 
Sr.,  received  a  deed  from  the  proprietors  of  the  North 
Purchase  of  two  hundred  acres  of  land  at  Stony 
Brook,  *on  the  westward  side  of  Cowcessct  River,' 
as  an  '  Incourugement'  Ho  set  up  and  build  a  forge 
to  make  iron  at  said  place,'  and  it  was  *  to  be  built 
and  in  some  considerable  forwardness'  before  Dec.  1, 
1696,  or  the  grant  of  land  was  to  be  null  and  void.  1 
have  in  my  possession  the  affidavits  of  two  persons, 
taken  in  1717,  who  declare  that  the  iron-works  or 
forge  near  the  dwelling-house  of  Maj.  (ieorge  Leon- 
ard, deceased,  was  begun  in  1695,  and  in  some  con- 


siderable forwardness  in  1696.  To  these  Leonards 
was  alao  given  the  liberty  to  take  their  next  division 
of  one  share  in  the  North  Parchase  lands  .'  In  the 
best  of  iron-oare  that  they  can  find.'  They  were  alio 
allowed  the  privilege  of  digging  ore  on  any  other 
man's  land  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  said  works  by 
'  paying  the  owner  of  such  land  one  shilling  a  tun  for 
every  tun  of  iron-oare  they  shall  dig.'  George  Leon- 
ard, the  son  of  Thomas  and  the  nephew  of  James 
Leonard,  to  whom  this  grant  was  made  (probably  as 
their  agent),  set  up  a  forge  or  '  bloomery/  as  it  was 
called,  at  the  place  designated,  which  was  nearly  in 
front  of  the  spot  where  the  old  Leonard  mansion- 
house  now  stands ;  and  the  establishment  of  this  iron 
forge,  together  with  the  energy  and  business  tact  of 
young  George  Jjeonard,  soon  gave  new  life  and  vitality 
to  this  neighborhood.  The  lands  in  the  vicinity  were 
speedily  taken  up,  the  population  rapidly  increased, 
and  everything  seemed  to  pn>sper  beyond  the  most 
ardent  expectations  of  the  proprietors  of  this  move- 
ment." 

Doonmentary  History. — ^The  following  vote  in  re- 
lation to  wild-cats  is  under  date  of  March  30,  1724: 

**  Yuted,  tluit  tliey  woald  Pay  oat  uf  Uie  treMurj  uf  Morton  fltr*  riUI- 
Ilugii  a  head  to  any  l*enuu  or  l*«noii«  that  «liall  Drlug  any  vll4-cat^ 
head  to  the  towue  Clerk  :  aud  If  thv  aaki  clerk  any  ways  acmiilee 
whetiier  they  ware  clUed  In  the  ed.  tuwue  or  PnfMiut,  tltat  tliou  tkcy 
•hall  make  oath  that  they  ware  before  the  towue  Glerk ;  aud  then  Ibe 
•aid  clerk  aliall  GIto  an  order  to  the  towne  treasnrer  lor  ad.  aum  or 
■uui^,  who  ahall  Pay  It  accordingly.  And  there  eliall  bo  m  rata  made 
upon  the  Polee  aud  eatates  of  wd.  towne  aud  Preeent  to  Nupply  the  tn«^ 
ury  for  that  PuriNMe." 

Sept.  14,  1724,  the  town  and  ICast  Precinct  *'  voted 
to  pay  lienjamin  Drake  for  killing  one  wild-cat,  1*00. 
05;r.  Od"    lie  probably  was  of  the  East  Precinct. 

**  March  ye  Ut,  17*^4-5.— Jo»e|>h  Godfrey,  John  Caawoll,  and  KLcn- 

exer  WhltP,  Dmught  Each  of  them  a  wlld-cat*«  Ileutl  to  uie,  and  I  cut 

the  Kara  of  from  them  ;  nud  the  towue  of  Norton  wa«  to  imy  five  ehiU- 

IngH  u  hoad  for  each  of  them. 

**  Per  mu,  Okurok  Lkonard,  CUrk,^* 

Oct.  0, 172A.— **  Voteil  to  Kal«e  five  •hilliuga  more  in  said  Kato  to  |iay 
to  ThomujSkinuer,  Sen.,  for  u  wUd-ait*«  heiid,  which  he  died.*' 

March  28,  172U.—**  Voted,  that  they  would  not  Pay  for  Kllllnguf  wild- 
cats the  yi-ar  ouHueiug,  nor  for  the  Hild-cat«  which  have  Ihsuu  Killeil 
•enca  yo  uct  about  euid  catu  wiuout." 

May  2.'{,  ITlf),  the  town  "voted  to  pay  three  half- 
pence a  litiiid  for  every  flying  blackbinl  or  Jaw's 
head  that  shoald  be  kild  in  this  town,  and  the  heads 
brought  to  the  seleclinen,  or  John  Smith  or  Eliezer 
fisher,  between  this  time  and  next  March." 

♦*  So|*t.  the  lOth,  ni/i,  vuted  to  pay,— 

a.  d. 

To  IloWrt  Tiickur,  for  killing  I>ird» (12  (i9 

To  Ittiiijumiii  Williiiiiiit,  for  killing  lU  birda (I2  02 

ToTho.  SiipliuiiH.for  kiiliiig  11  birdM 01  03 

To  Jolin  Hull,  for  killiiiK  fix  birdii 00  W 

To  Kiisigii  Wctliurcll,  fur  killing  7  binia 00  10 

To  Simeon  Wcthcrull,  lor  killing  U  binUi OO  00 

To  John  Newlund,  Senior,  for  killing  10  binla 01  03 

ToSeth  Hul'it,  for  killin)!  fonr  binla (N»  Oti 

Tt»  Hunjamin  Nuwbuul.  for  killing  5  binla 00  07 

To  John  IIodgcK.  for  killing  20  l>inla 02  OC 

To  Nii-oliia  Smith,  for  killing  lour  binla tM)  Ofi 

To  lit.  Ihintniill,  for  killing  38  birda 04  09 

To  John  AuBtin,  for3  i»inU IW  04." 

March  20,  1717,  "Voted  three  ha'pence  for  black- 
birds' heads,  and  Jayes  and  Woodpeckers." 
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March  19, 1718,  by  a  vote  of  the  town,  "  The  act 
ReTised  Connerning  the  kiling  of  birds ;"  and  it  is 
■uppoHed  that  for  several  years  a  premium  was  thus 
paid  for  the  destruction  of  these  birds. 

In  September,  1741,  the  town  "  voted  to  raise  £40 
for  the  Suport  of  the  Scoole,  and  for  the  birds'  and 
Squrils'  heads,  and  the  poor."  We  suppose  this  was 
for  the  MwppoH  of  "  the  poor,''  and  not  a  bounty  of- 
fered for  cutting  off  their  **  heads." 

April  4, 1803,  "  Voted  to  give  25  cents  for  every 
old  crow  that  should  be  killed  in  the  town  of  Norton 
and  carried  to  the  Town  Treasurer." 

First  Settlers. — ^The  following  19  a  list  of  the  first 
scttlem  of  Norton,  all  of  whom,  with  one  exception, 
aro  known  to  have  been  here  prior  to  or  in  1711,  con- 
donscHl  from  Uov.  Mr.  Clark's  "  History  of  Norton": 

Peter  Aldrich  was  one  of  the  original  members  of 

the  church.    His  wife  was  Experience ,  married 

before  1702,  and  they  had  three  children. 

Deacon  Jolin  Andrews  might  have  been  the  son  of 
Henry  and  Mary  (Deane)  Andrews,  who  were  mar- 
ried Feb.  17,  1685-86,  and  was  born  about  1686.  He 
is  supposed  to  have  been  a  grandson  of  Henry  An- 
drews, one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Taunton. 

John  Austin  was  the  son  of  Jonah  Austin,  Jr.,  of 
Taunton,  and  was  born  Ist  July,  1671.  He  lived  at 
the  east  part  of  the  town.   When  he  died  is  unknown. 

Samuel  Bayley  lived  at  the  east  part  of  Mansfield. 
He  married,  Aug.  28, 1711,  Elizabeth  Caswell,  and 
had  eight  or  nine  children.  He  died  previous  to 
March  5, 1754. 

Thomas  Braman,  Sr.,  might  have  been  the  son  of 
Thomas,  who  with  his  wife  were  at  Taunton  June, 
1653.  He  died  June  7, 1709;  his  widow  died  Sept. 
18,  1714. 

Thomas  Braman,  Jr.,  is  supposed  to  have  been  the 
aon  of  Thomas,  Sr.,  just  mentioned,  and  lo  have  been 
born  about  1686.  He  was  dead  previous  to  May  1, 
1725. 

Daniel  Braman  was  the  son  of  Thomas,  Sr.,  and 
Hannah  (Fisher)  Braman,  and  was  born  Oct.  11, 
1688.    He  lived  at  the  place  where  his  father  settled. 

Deacon  John  Briggs  was  the  son  of  Richard  and 
Bebecca  (Haskins)  Briggs,  of  Taunton,  and  was  bom 
Feb.  26, 1669  (797).  He  is  presumed  to  have  lived 
near  the  Centre,  as  he  used  to  sweep  the  meeting- 
house, and  was  several  times  chosen  ''Clark  of  ye 
Market." 

Joseph  Briggs  (brother  of  Deacon  John,  last  named) 
was  born  15th  June,  1674. 

Richard  Briggs  was  the  brother  of  Deacon  John 
and  Joseph,  just  mentioned,  and  was  born  12th  Jan- 
uary, 1679. 

Deacon  John  Briggs,  Jr.,  is  supposed  to  have  been 
the  son  of  William  and  Sarah  (Macomber)  Briggs,  of 
Taunton,  and  was  born  19th  March,  1680. 

8amu6l  Briggs  was  an  early  settler.  He  married, 
July  27,  1692,  Mary  Hall,  and  had  several  children. 
He  died  about  1705. 


Capt.  Samuel  Brintnell  was  the  son  of  Thomas  and 
Either  Brintnell  (the  first  settlers  of  what  is  now 
Mansfield),  and  born  Dec  2  (7),  1665.  He  lived  at  the 
homestead  of  his  father,  and  was  a  very  influential 
man  in  the  early  history  of  the  town,  much  em- 
ployed in  public  afiairs  as  selectman  and  representa- 
tive to  the  Ceneral  Court 

Samuel  Brintnell,  Jr.,  was  the  son  of  Samuel,  just 
mentioned,  and  was  probably  born  about  1690,  and 
lived  near  the  old  homestead. 

Sylvan  us  Cambell  settled  probably  before  1700. 

John  Caswell,  Sr.,  was  the  son  of  Thomas  Caswell, 
of  Taunton,  and  was  born  July  1, 1656.  He  settled 
at  the  east  part  of  what  is  now  Mansfield. 

John  Caswell,  Jr.,  was  the  son  of  John,  just  named, 
and  was  born  July  19, 1690.  He  settled  at  the  east- 
erly part  of  Mansfield. 

Benjamin  Caswell  was  probably  the  son  of  Thomas, 
and  the  grandson  of  Thomas,  Sr.,  of  Taunton,  and 
was  born  Nov.  16,  1675.  He  probably  lived  some- 
where in  the  east  part  of  Mansfield. 

James  Caswell  is  supposed  to  have  been  the  brother 
of  Benjamin,  and  was  born  May  17, 1681. 

John  Cobb  might  have  been  the  son  of  John  and 
Jane  (Woodward)  Cobb,  of  Taunton,  and  was  born 
March  81, 1678. 

William  Cobb  was,  perhaps,  a  brother  of  John. 
He  lived  in  the  easterly  part  of  the  town. 

Seth  Dorman  settled  in  the  east  part  of  what  is 
now  Mansfield. 

Joseph  Dunham  lived  on  Lockety  Neck. 

Ebenezer  Eddy  was  the  son  of  John  and  Deliver- 
ance (Owin)  Eddy,  of  Taunton,  grandson  of  Samuel 
and  Elizabeth  Eddy,  of  Plymouth,  great-grandson 
of  Rev.  William  Eddy,  a  Non-conformist  minister  of. 
Cranbrook,  Kent  Co.,  England,  and  was  born  16th 
May,  1676  (?).    He  settled  near  Crane's  Depot. 

Eleazer  Eddy  was  a  brother  of  Ebenezer,  and  was 
born  16th  Octpber,  1681. 

Joseph  Elliot  lived  at  the  east  part  of  Mansfield. 

Samuel  Fisher  was  the  son  of  Daniel  and  Hannah 
Fisher,  of  Taunton,  and  was  born  8d  December,  1669. 

Eleazer  Fisher  was  the  brother  of  Samuel,  and  was 
born  12th  May,  1678. 

Israel  Fisher  was  born  27th  March,  1680,  and  is 
supposed  to  have  settled  near  his  brothers,  Samuel 
and  Eleazer.  He  was  one  of  the  original  members  of 
the  church. 

Nathaniel  Fisher  was  a  brother  of  those  just  men- 
tioned, and  was  born  9th  February,  1681.  He  proba- 
bly lived  near  Barrowsville. 

Thomas  Grover  was  the  son  of  Thomas  and  Sarah 
(Chadwick)  Grover,  of  Maiden,  and  was  bom,  accord- 
ing to  records,  March,  1668  (16697).  He  settled  near 
what  18  now  West  Mansfield. 

Andrew  Grover,  the  brother  of  Thomas,  was  bom 
October,  1673. 

Deacon  Ephraim  Grover,  a  brother  of  those  previ- 
ously mentioned,  was  born  about  1675. 
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John  Hall  is  supposed  to  have  been  the  ton  of 
Samuel  Hall,  of  Taunton,  and  born  19th  October, 
1666.  He  lived  in  the  Mansfield  part  of  Norton,  near 
to  Cobbler's  Ck>rner,  probably  on  tlie  east  side  of  Rum- 
ford  River. 

Ebenezer  Hall  was  the  brother  of  John,  born  19th 
of  March,  1677. 

Nathaniel  Harvey  has  left  behind  him  but  very  few 
traces.    His  wife's  name  was  Susannah. 

John  Hodges  was  the  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth 
(Macy)  Hodges,  of  Taunton  (grandson  of  William 
Hodges,  who  was  at  Taunton  in  1648),  and  was  born 
5th  of  April,  1673. 

Nathaniel  Hodges  was  the  brother  of  John,  and 
was  born  2d  of  April,  1675. 

Samuel  Hodges  was  a  brother  of  the  above,  and  was 
born  20th  of  May,  1678. 

William  Hodges  was  also  a  brother  of  those  just 
mentioned,  and  was  born  6th  of  June,  1682.  He  set- 
tled near  the  common  graveyard,  just  beyond  Austin 
Messenger's. 

John  Lane  was  the  son  of  Andrew  and  Tryphena 
Lane,  of  Hingham,  and  grandson  of  William  Lane, 
who  came  to  Dorchester  from  England  (?)  in  1635- 
36,  and  died  about  1654. 

'*  Hon.  George  Leonard,  the  son  of  Judge  Thomas 
and  Mary  (Watson)  Leonard,  of  Taunton,  grandson 
of  James  and  Margaret  Leonard,  who  came  to  Taun- 
ton in  1652,  and  great-grandson  of  Thomas  Leonard, 
of  Pontypool,  Wales,  was  born  18th  of  April,  1671. 
This  family  of  Leonards  claimed  descent  from  Len- 
nard  Lord  Dacre,  one  of  the  most  distinguished  fami- 
lies of  the  nobility  of  the  United  Kingdom,  and  de- 
scended in  two  lines  from  Edward  III.  through  two 
of  his  sons,  John  of  Gaunt,  Duke  of  Lancaster,  and 
Thomas  Plantaganet,  Duke  of  Gloucester.  There  ap- 
pears to  be  some  ground  for  this  claim,  from  the  fact 
that  the  arrM  of  the  Lennard  and  Leonard  families 
were  the  same.  Ne^r  the  close  of  the  last  century 
the  last  Ijord  Dacre,  bearing  the  name  of  Lennard, 
died,  and  it  is  supposed  that  the  late  Judge  Leonard, 
who  was  a  grandson  of  George,  who  first  settled  in 
Norton,  could  have  claimed  the  title.  At  any  rate, 
there  was  some  consultation  among  the  Leonards  in 
this  vicinity  upon  the  propriety  of  claiming  it;  but  I 
am  told  the  matter  ended  by  the  judge  saying  that 
*  he  preferred  to  be  lord  of  acres  in  America  rather 
that  Lord  Dacre  in  England.'*  Whether  descended 
from  Lord  Dacre  or  not,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  and 
his  descendants  lived  very  much  in  the  style  of  the 
English  nobility,  being  the  owners  of  an  immense 
tract  of  land,  and  surrounded  by  their  tenantry,  i 
Probably  no  family  in  New  England  were  UmU  of 
more  acres  than  the  Norton  Leonards.  The  ances- 
tors of  George  Leonard  were  interested  in  the  iron- 
works both  in  England  and  America,  and,  as  we  have 

1  Fur  more  ]iarlIcu)aFi  of  the  Leonard  familj  than  are  given  here,  tee 
Oenealogicul  Reginter,  vol.  v.  p.  4<)3  and  onward. 


already  stated,  he  acted  as  the  agent  of  hit  &ther  and 
Uncle  Jamee  in  setting  up,  in  1696,  the  fint  bloomeiy 
or  iron-forge  within  the  limits  of  our  town.  The 
house  (built  before  1700)  in  which  Qeoiigo  LeoDard 
lived  is  still  standing,  and  is  said  to  hATe  been  the 
^nlfratned  house  erected  in  town." 

Benjamin  Newland,  the  son  of  Jeremiah  and  Kath- 
erine  Newland,  of  Taunton,  was  bom  about  1670  (7). 

John  Newland  was  a  brother  of  Benjamin. 

Jabez  Pratt  was  perhaps  the  son  of  Jonathan,  of 
Plymouth,  born  Nov.  1,  1678. 

Ephraim  Sheldon  settled  in  the  westerly  part  of 
Mansfield. 

Isaac  Shepard  was  the  son  of  Thomas  and  Hannah 
(Ensign)  Shepard,  and  was  bom  at  Charlestowu  in 
April  or  May,  1G82. 

Thomas  Skinner,  the  son  of  Thomas  and  Mary  (7) 
Skinner,  and  grandson  of  Thomas,  who  came  from 
Chichester,  England,  about  1650,  and  settled  in  Mai- 
den, was  born  November,  1668.  He  settled  in  the 
westerly  part  of  the  North  Purchase,  now  Mansfield, 
as  early  as  1695. 

John  Skinner  was  a  brother,  or  perhaps  only  half- 
brother,  of  Thomas,  for  Mary,  the  wife  of  Thomas 
Skinner,  died  at  Maiden,  April  9,  1671,  and  John 
was  born  April,  1673.  He  settled  in  the  west  part  of 
the  North  Purchase  about  the  time  Thomas  did. 

Nicholas  Smith  was  the  "step-child"  of  Farmer 
Smith,  of  Taunton,  and  was  born  2l8t  February,  1672. 

John  Smith  is  supposed  to  have  been  the  son  of 
John  and  Jael  (?)  (Parker)  Smith,  of  Taunton,  and 
to  have  been  born  6tli  December,  1680. 

Thomas  Stephens  was  the  son  of  Richard  Stephens, 
of  Taunton,  and  was  born  3d  February,  1674.  He 
is  supposed  to  have  lived  near  the  centre  of  the  town. 
In  1712  he  had  land  laid  out  to  him  on  J^iockety 
Neck,  near  the  junction  of  Rumford  and  Wading 
Rivers.     He  was  one  of  the  first  board  of  selectmen. 

Robert  Tucker  was  here  as  early  as  1698. 

William  Wetherell  was  the  son  of  the  first  settler 
of  Norton,  and  was  born  about  1G50  (?).  He  lived 
at  the  place  where  his  father  is  supposed  to  have  first 
''pitched''  his  habitation  within  the  limits  of  Norton, 
near  the  outlet  of  Winneconnet  Pond. 

William  Wetherell,  Jr.,  was  the  son  of  William 
last  named,  and  grandson  of  the  first  settler. 

Jeremiah  Wetherell  was  the  son  of  William  and 
Elizabeth  (Newland)  Wetherell,  but  when  born  is 
unknown.  He  lived  at  the  ejist  partof  the  town,  and 
afterwards  moved  into  Taunton.  . 

John  Wetherell  was  the  son  of  William,  the  first 
settler,  and  was  born  in  1()G4. 

John  Wetherell,  Jr.,  the  son  of  John,  already  men- 
tioned, was  born  Oct.  8, 1088,  and  is  said  to  have  been 
the  first  child  born  within  the  limits  of  Norton.  He 
lived  at  the  east  partof  the  town,  upon  the  old  home- 
stead. 

Deacon  Nicholas  White  was  the  son  of  Nicholas 
and   Ursilla   (Macomber)   White,  of   Taunton,  and 
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grandson  of  Nicholaii,  of  Taunton,^  and  was  born  Feb.. 
8, 1676.  He  settled  within  the  limits  of  Mansfield, 
close  to  the  line  between  the  old  town  of  Taunton  and 
tlie  North  Purchase. 

Matthew  White  was  a  brother  of  Deacon  Nicholas, 
and  was  bom  Oct  26, 1676.  He  lived  not  far  distant 
from  his  brother,  in  Mansfield. 

Edward  White  lived  at  the  cast  part  of  the  town. 

Deacon  Benjamin  Williams  was  the  son  of  Joseph 
and  Elizabeth  Williams,  of  Taunton,  grandson  of 
Bichard  and  Francis  (Dighton)  Williams,  and  was 
bom  16th  October,  1681.  He  settled,  about  the  time 
of  his  marriage,  at  the  northerly  part  of  Mansfield. 


CHAPTEB   XLVII. 

NOIITON.— <  ContiHHed.) 

MILITARY  niSTORT— THE  HEROKS  OF  FIVE  WARS. 

Th«  OM  French  War— The  French  and  Indian  War— War  of  the  Revo- 
Inthm— War  of  1818— War  of  the  Rebellion,  1881-65. 

The  Old  French  War. — "  A  company  of  soldiers 
for  this  war  was  raised  in  Norton  and  vicinity,  with 
John  Caswell  as  ensign ;  and,  there  being  no  lieuten- 
ant, he  was  soon  promoted  to  that  office. 

Those  from  Norton  were, — 

Pmamier,  Thomai  Brayman ;  Philip  Atherton,  Jeremlnh  Oamlicll, 
Mlfli^lah  Doman,  Abfjah  Ftaber,  John  Iliher,  Eleaaer  Fither,  John  For- 
rM,  laalah  Forrlel,  Samnel  Foniet,  Thomas  Grover,  Zephenlah  Lane, 
I^ralm  Thajer. 

"  Seven  men  were  transferred  from  Maj.  Hodges'  to 
Nathaniel  Williams'  company.  Three  of  these,  viz., 
John  Finny,  John  Finny,  Jr.,  and  Jonathan  Lane, 
are  supposed  to  have  belonged  to  Norton.  From 
this  expedition  Maj.  Hodges  never  returned.  One 
account  says, '  Ho  died  in  the  early  part  of  the  war, 
when  stationed  on  the  lines  between  the  present  State 
of  Maine  and  Canada.'  Another  account  says  "  that, 
on  his  returning  voyage  (from  Cape  Breton)  in  a 
French  vessel  he  dicKl  suddenly,  and  there  was  sus- 
picion that  he  was  poisoned.' 

**  He  is  represented  '  as  a  man  of  a  brave,  chivalrous 

spirit' 

"  This  war  extended  from  175C  to  1763.  To  assist  in 
carrying  it  on,  Norton  furnished  her  full  quota  of 
officers  and  soldiers.  In  Oapt.  Nathaniel  Perry's 
company,  of  Easton,  on  service  in  1754,  employed  for 
the  defense  of  the  Eastern  frontier,  we  find  the  follow- 
ing men  belonging  to  Norton : 

"Jonathan  Bddy,  Wniiam  Rogen,  Levi  Lan^  Sapinel  Pratt,  Klljah 
Smith,  John  Th«jer,  Georfe  Wetherell,  Etleha  Thayer,  and  Iphralm 
Brlf^ 


1  He  la  mppoeed  to  hare  been  tlte  tame  penon,  made  a  freeman  In 
ie42,  who  numied  Sneannah,  daughter  of  Jonai  and  Franeee  Ilnniphrey, 
at  Dorcheiter  In  1662. 


"  In  the  autumn  of  1766,  in  an  expedition  to  Crown 
Point,  were  the  following  persons,  either  bom,  or  re* 
siding  at  the  time,  in  Norton : 

«  Samnel  Iddjr,  Kleaaer  Sd^j,  NIeholaa  Whita,  Jr.,  BaiUMiln  Bailey, 
Joseph  Mitchell,  Bath  Onbart,  Iphratm  Brigfi,  John  Oobb^  DuM  Tlf- 
Ikny,  Nathan  Lawrenoa. 

"The  following  were  in  the  'expedition  against 
Crown  Point:' 


**ORpL  Joaepb  Hodgea;  Bnalgn,  Gideon  Baaet;  Sargiania,  OIlTor 
IBddy,  John  Thayer ;  Gorporale,  George  Braman,  Obedlah  Bddy ;  Tliomaa 
Wlncliel,  John  White,  Martin  Daince,  Joaeph  Tneker,  Sasinel  Brint- 
nell,  Joelah  King,  Joaeph  Brlntnell,  Jonathan  Newlaod,  Jotham  Baa« 
■et,  Rikaoah  Wellman,  Kllsha  Thnyer,  laaac  Day,  Darid  Obleaon,  John 
Ilolmei,  John  Martin,  Thonaa  Klehola,  David  Soilth,  Jacob  Gro?er, 
Jamea  Pearton. 

"  The  following  also  served  in  this  war : 

**  Clerk,  John  Bamet;  NaUianlal  WhIta,  Wllttam  Many,  Bbaneaer 
Tnmer,  Nlcholai  Smith. 

**  Lieut  Nathan  Ilodgei,  Joalah  Tnekar,  Thomas  Bi^,  Joaeph  Wood- 
ard,  Joaeph  Mitchell,  Robert  Ondg,  Job  Taoker. 

"Philip  White,  George  Wheaton,  First  Lieut. 
Epliraim  Lane,  Nathaniel  Lane,  Simeon  Cobb,  Abiel 
Lane. 

«  From  May  12, 1769,  to  Jan.  2, 1760,  Capt.  Nathan 
Hodges,  of  Norton,  was  out  with  a  oompany  of  men 
from  this  town,  whose  names  we  here  record: 

**  Second  Lieutenant,  KlUah  IIodgeB;  Xoaign,  John  King;  Sergeante, 
Ephraim  Hodgee,  SIlea  Oook,  Inael  Trow,  AUal  Bddy;  Oorpoimla,  Wil- 
liam Pnfler,  lleieklah  King;  Priratea,  BIkanah  Biehop,  John  Oook,  Wll- 
llnm  Dean,  Record  Franklin,  David  Fteher,  Joseph  Hart,  David  Hodgee, 
Abraham  Martin,  Ueqjamln  Morey,  Soloman  Trow,  Bbaneaar  Titna,  Na- 
than Wood,  Beqjsmin  Willis,  Josiah  Wblta»  Nathaoial  Wood,  Henry 
White. 

"John  Hall,  of  Norton,  was  out  in  Capt  Burt's 
company,  of  Milton. 

"In  Capt  Job  Williams'  oompany,  of  Taunton, 
from  Feb.  18  to  Dec.  26, 1760,  there  were,  belonging 
to  Norton, — 

**  Benjamin  Briggs,  BeiOsmIn  Oole,  Jonas  OMwaU,  HeaeUah  Drake, 
Jacob  Grover,  Joaeph  Mitchell,  Stephen  Banger,  Isaac  Tackar,  Henry 

WItlU. 

"  In  1700  and  1761  there  enlisted,  for  the  total  re- 
duction of  Canada,  from  Norton, — 

•*  Isaac  Tneker,  Jacob  Hoor,  Joeeph  Mitchell,  Daniel  Wetherell,  Wil- 
liam  Dean,  Jr.,  Henry  White,  Jr.,  Jonathan  OMWril,  Snmnel  Banger, 
ObedhOi  Brintnell,  and  Ablal  OMWell.** 

ReYolntionary  War.— The  first  reference  to  the 
war  of  the  Revolution  found  in  the  old  town  records 
is  under  date  Jan.  16,  1775,  when  it  was  "  voted  to 
adhear  to  the  advise  and  Recommendations  of  the 
association  of  the  Continental  Congress."  They  also 
chose  a  committee  "to  see  to  the  faithful  performance 
of  the  Recommendations  of  the  Continental  Congress; 
only  the  said  Committee,  or  the  major  part  of  them, 
[should]  not  expose  any  person  but  by  order  of  said 
town."  The  Committee  of  Correspondence  and  In- 
spection consisted  of  John  King,  Benjamin  Morey, 
William  Smith,  Isaac  Smith,  and  Israel  Trow.  March 
6th  added  to  this  committee  James  Hodges,  Noah 
Wiswall,  Eleazer  Walker,  Elkanah  Lane,  Bei^amin 
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Pearson,  David  Lincoln,  Isaac  Hodges,  and  Eleazer 

Clap.     It  was  then 

**  Voted  that  the  commlttM  of  IiM|MctloD  bt  Dirwted  to  tak«  |»rtkal«r 
notice  of  ell  peraniis  tliet  elioald  avll  maj  klud  of  provleloiu  to  maj  per- 
eon  or  pereoiie  that  they  think  U  byloff  with  »  tIow  to  dletrMi  the  In* 

hebltaiite  of  thU  province." 

Til  US  far  all  had  been  preparation,  though  no 
actual  hostilities  had  commenced,  but  the  ever-mem- 
orable 19th  of  April  came,  when  the  streets  of  Lex- 
ington and  Concord  drank  up  the  first  blood  of  the 
Revolution.  The  alarm  quickly  spread  through  the 
country.  It  reached  Norton  some  time  during  the 
day,  and  ere  the  morrow's  sun  had  risen  Capt.  Silas 
Cobb  and  Capt.  Seth  Gilbert,  each  with  a  detach- 
ment of  men,  were  on  their  march  to  join  with  others 
in  repelling  the  invasion.  All  of  Capt.  Cobb's  com- 
pany lefl  liuine  April  19th,  and  their  term  of  service 
varied  from  four  to  ten  days.  It  is  proper  that  their 
names  go  down  to  posterity,  and  we  therefore  record 
them  : 

John  Allen,  second  lieutenant;  Nathaniel  Prior,  lergeaut;  Nathaniel 
Stone,  cor|)oral ;  John  Ilodgee,  corporal;  Ahuer  Tucker,  druiumer; 
Ablel  Ilutlgeii,  Tiidale  llodgea,  laaac  Haradon,  Ablel  Lincoln,  Jonathan 
Vrankllii,  Noah  Woodward,  Joaiali  Woodward,  Joeeph  llodgea,  AbUah 
Flaher,  Phillip  Ilor,  Joelah  llodgea,  Samuel  Hodgaa,  David  llodgea,  pri- 
vatea. 

The  term  of  service  of  Capt.  Gilbert's  men  was 
from  four  to  twelve  days: 

George  Makepeace,  first  lieutenant;  Noah  Wiawall,  Seth  Smith,  Blea- 
sar  Clap,  William  Makepeace,  aergeanta;  David  Clap,  Jonathan  Leonard 
(20),  Sanuiel  Hunt  (27),  corjiorala;  privatea,  Isaac  Smith,  John  Hall, 
Seth  Smith,  Jr.,  Jacob  Shepard,  Seth  Shepard,  Stephen  Jenuinga,  Noah 
WiswuU,  Jr.,  Jpicob  Shaw,  Antha.  Newland  (21),  Kben  Wetherell  (21), 
William  Copeland,  Noah  Clap  (SO),  Stephen  Drigga,  Phiueaa  Drigga,  Levi 
Babbit,  Nathaniel  White,  Elisha  Gobb,  Edw.  Kingman,  John  Oook  (21), 
Joseph  Nowcomb  (21),  John  Crane,  Jr.  (22),  Samuel  Newcomb,  2d  (27), 
Simeon  Wetherall,  2d  (26),  William  Clark  (26),  Solomon  WeUierell, 
Timothy  Brlggs,  2d  (20),  Jonathan  Brigga,  Elijah  Brings,  Israel  Trow, 
Seth  Williams,  Simeon  Brigga, Kl^eh  Dauforth,  Eleaxar  Walker,  Samuel 
Oopelund  (20),  Edw.  Babbit,  Reuben  Tisdale  (27),  Jamea  Boldery,  Jr. 
(27),  John  Austin  (27),  AbiJ«h  Lincoln  (27),  John  Newcomb  (27),  Snmuel 
Godfrey  (27),  Joel  Brigga  (27),  Nathan  Babbit,  2d  (27),  William  Cobb, 
Jr.  (26). 

May  8,  1775,  the  citizens  "  voted  to  bye  teen  guns 
and  Bagonets  for  the  use  of  said  Town."  At  the  ad- 
journment, May  22d, — 

"Voted  to  |>ay  so  many  men  aa  to  make  half  the  numlier  of  niuu  in 
the  Truinlug-Llsta,  which  are  to  be  raised  out  of  the  I^mm  and  Train- 
ing Lists  fur  uiiult  men  ;  and  to  be  paid  for  the  Unie  they  sliall  l>o  uucus- 
sarily  Detained  iu  service  upon  any  Emergency,  as  much  as  the  siiid 
town  sIihII  think  proper.*^ 

The  following  is  the  return  of  Cai)t.  Silas  Cobb's 
company,  made  Oct.  6, 1776.  The  men  were  enlisted 
for  eight  months : 

Oj^osrf.— Silas  Oobb,  captain;  Isaac  Smith,  lieutenant;  Isaac  Fisher, 

ensign. 
jS«r|/eant«.— Edmund    Hodgea,    Nathaniel    Ijano,    Jonathan    Hodges, 

Nathaniel  White. 

CorporaU. — Jonathan  Franklin,  Richard  Oobb,  Stophon  Jennings. 

Drum  and  F\f;—Ahuer  Tucker,  Jaben  Brlggs. 

PrivatM. — Joshua  Atherton,  Jacob  Allen,  John  Austin,  Stephen 
Briggs,  rhineas  Briggs,  Jamea  Boldery,  John  Buldery,  Isaac  Busset, 
Benjamin  Braman,  Levi  Babbit,  Elisha  Cobb,  John  Cupron,  Ablul  (?) 
Derby,  Abner  Derby,  Abijah  Fisher,  John  Hodges,  David  Hodges,  John 
Hodges  (2d),  lianson  (?)  Hodges,  Isaac  Harridon,  Stephen  Kelly,  Ablel 


Lioeoln,  Baftaa  Linooln,  Amtm  Martta,  JoMph  Pratl^  DuiM  Pnll, 
JoahuA  Pond,  Ollvar  Smith,  Abiatbar  Smith,  floUi  faliU^  NsUmb  Skav, 
Jacob  Sbaw,  Abiathar  8Uw,  Abel  Wctbaral,  Moab  Wbvall. 

In  the  return  of  Capt.  Masa  WiUiama'  iMDifvauy,  of 
Easton,  made  Oct  6,  1775,  were  the  following  men 
from  Norton  : 

Qllesrs.— Samuel  Lane,  lloutouaut ;  Jobs  Oiiok,  mmlcn  ;  flhuaii«l  Oope* 
land,  aargeant ;  BoiOunin  Moraj,  corpomL 

iWeufsB.— Jamm  Nawoomb,  Jamm  Oouk,  Afaial  Knapfi^  Bobmt  Ifafla, 
Edward  Kingman,  Amoa  Tucker,  Momb  Dowalas,  Jadadlali  Taeker, 
Zepbanlali  Nawland,  Imao  Moray,  Danlal  Moraj,  WUllam  Mony,  John 
Nawoumb,  Aeon  Uawitt. 

Capt  Josiah  King,  of  Norton,  was  alao  in  the  eight 
months'  service  in  1776.  Iu  his  company  were  the 
following  men  from  Norton : 

Thomaa  Bam,  Joaiab  King,  Comlbrt  Bddjr,  Joriah  flmfai,  B«0«mla 

Tucker. 

There  were  also  out  in  three  different  companies^ 
in  the  eight  months'  service,  the  following  penons 
from  Norton : 

PeleUah  Day,  David  Balcom,  Jonathan  PIdga,  laraal  Smilk,  Bamaal 

Newcomb. 

Elijah  Eddy,  of  this  town,  was  in  Peter  Pitt's  com- 
pany, of  Dighton,  three  months  and  six  days  during 
this  year,  and  Nathan  Morey  was  chaplain  of  Timothy 
Walker's  regiment. 

"Sept  18,  1775,  Voted  to  Eleazar  Clap,  which  he 
paid  for  mending  a  gun  for  the  town's  use,  £0.  Si. 
Gd.;  also  to  the  same,  for  carrying  blankets  to  the 
army  for  said  town's  use,  £0.  2$, ;  also  to  tiie  same, 
for  thirty-two  days'  service  at  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress, £4.  4«.  4r/./  also  to  Capt  William  Homes,  for 
one  hundred  days'  attendance  at  said  Congress,  £12. 
18«." 

In  177C  the  Committee  of  Correspondence,  Inspec- 
tion, etc.,  were  William  Homes,  Andrew  Hoilges, 
David  Lincoln,  John  Hall,  Noah  Woodward,  Ele- 
azer Clap,  and  Israel  Trow. 

During  177C  the  following  men  were  from  Norton, 
in  the  Rhode  Island  service,  in  Capt.  Qeorge  Make- 
peace's company : 

Lieutenanti.—SctU  Smith,  Ei>hraini  lAue.  Jr. 

Sen^eaii/a.— Daniel  Knap,  Daniel  Dean,  Uezekiah  WiUard,  Ablel  Iddy. 

0(»rporu/«.— Kdwonl  Darby,  Timothy  Brigga,  Sliaha  Oobb,  AUel 
Lincoln. 

>V«---AbiulliiirShaw. 

DrutN.— JuIk;z  Biiggd. 

Williuni  MukeiM'uce,  John  Bridge,  John  Patten,  David  Arnold,  E|ih* 
ralni  iCilily,  Oliver  Smith,  Kxni  Kdtly,  John  Gilbert,  Boujamin  lUandin, 
Jereniiiih  (Emboli,  IMiiiieua  Brigge,  Jacob  Shaw,  John  Clark,  John  Hall, 
Svth  (jillHii  t,  Timothy  Smith,  Imiuc  Smith,  John  Guok,  Sumuel  I<aui>, 
Auiuaa  Wiilianm. 

There  also  went  from  Norton  to  Rhode  Island,  in 
Capt.  Isaac  Hodges'  company, — 

Nutliuniel  Wood,  (K'tgeunt ;  Hiifus  llotlges,  John  Derry,  William  Car- 
pouter,  Jorieph  Newcomb,  Job  Whito. 

Capt.  Isaac  Hodges  also  had  the  command  of  a 
cotnpaiiy  in  the  Tiverton  alarm.  The  names  of  his 
men  (whether  all  from  Norton  is  unccrtjiin)  were, — 

Lieut.  Brian  Hall ;  Jouutliuu  Iloilges,  Amoa  Uartin,  Klkanab  Liu- 
colu,  Bonjamiu  Brunmu,  John  Wetlierell,  Joaiah  Branuui,  Sylvanua 
Braumu,  Tliomoe   Hi-unian,  SiUe  Cubb,  Abiaha  (?)  Capron,  Abraham 
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I>«iTy,  AbU«h  Ftaher,  JmiMa  IIodg«i,  Je««  HadgM,  Bnftis  HodfM,  Ma- 
tlwBM  Ilodfei,  8lni«on  ITodKM,  Philip  Itore  (?),8tfiplirii  K»]ly,6iiran«l 
Unooln,  Jtwliili  Wllllis  Tlmotliy  Wsllman,  InMc  Stono,  Wlllliun  Stone, 
Dnnlfil  liillllpi,  IcImImnI  IVrrj,  IVtiiiOiih  Tncknr,  MoletliUi  WMhbnrn, 


In  a  secret  expedition  from  September  26th  to  Oc- 
tober 3l8t,  Capt.  Hodges  was  again  on  duty,  with  these 
men  under  his  command,  most  of  whom  were  from 
Norton : 

Matbiinlel  Prior,  BlUah  Dttnforth,  Kbeneser  Titua,  Oomfort  Day, 
Abivl  Kddj,Jan«  Flllebrown,  John  CiNp,  Samuel  Flllebrown,  Janiet 
Neweonili,  William  Leonard,  William  Stone,  Daniel  Phlllipe,  Sylreeter 
Ooblk,  Abfjah  fbher,  Jneeph  Braman,  Kllas  Eddy,  AmaM  Lincoln, 
Joaeph  Andrews,  Alexander  Daleom,  Peter  Derry,  John  Derry,  Ellab 
Derlij,  John  Hodgea,  George  Hodgpi,  Stephen  Kelly,  John  Martin,  Aea 
Maweomb,  KlUah  Eddy,  Moeee  FIther,  George  Brigga,  Stephen  Brigge, 
AlHJah  Lincoln,  AbiJah  Wetlierell,  Simeon  Driggt,  SiimnnI  Cupeland, 
Joidah  Vlnlng,  Solomon  Wetherell,  Natlmnlel  Wood,  Kphraim  Eddy, 
■xra  Willie,  Samuel  Pratt,  Darld  LoTit,  AbUeh  White.  Amml  Kimball, 
Daniel  White,  Asa  dap.  Jonathan  White,  Jedediah  Grorer,  Nntlianlel 
Sweeting,  Thomas  Skinner,  Kebniou  Hodges,  Nathaniel  Hodges,  Samnel 
White,  Jonathan  TAne,  Dei^amin  Skinner,  Joseph  Titus,  Ptephen  Pond, 
Immc  Skinner,  Brnjsniln  Blandln,  William  Axtell  (7),  AMslia  Smith, 
J<«hiia  IVind,  Ichalmil  Willis,  lleiOnmin  Fuller,  Leri  Babbit,  Icbabod 
!  Mdy,  Jonatlmn  Kranklin,  Silns  Wellman,  lloyal  White,  Okleb  Dunham, 
''  'Kihemlah  Leonard,  Blisha  Thayer,  John  Harden,  Jesse  Grover. 

e  

.  Dec.  8,  1776,  Capt.  Israel  Trow  marched  to  Bhode 
Island  at  the  head  of  the  following  men,  all  from 
Norton: 

I^cafSMAafi.— Darld  Chiis  Edward  Babbit 

Snyimift.— Seth  Wlllbima,  Samuel  Hunt,  Jacob  Sliopard,  BeiOamIn 
Wild. 

Cbrpomli^ — Darid  Lincoln,  John  Newcomb,  Jonathan  Briggs. 

iWrolsi.— David  Austin,  Simeon  Briggs,  Eleaxer  Clap,  Noah  Clap,  Asa 
Oopelaod,  AUjNh  Lincoln,  Joeeph  Hunt,  Rufns  Lincoln,  Ssmuel  New- 
eomb,  Mase  Shepard,  Seth  Tlsdale,  Renben  TIsdale,  John  TIsdale,  Thomss 
flCorsy,  ThoBMM  Storey,  Jr.,  Solomon  Wetherell. 

Sept.  8, 1777,  the  town  "  voted  to  George  Ck)bb  for 
going  to  Milton  for  paper-cartridges  12«. ;  the  cost  of 
paper,  18«.  lOci. ;  for  a  box  to  stow  tlie  cartridges  in, 
St. ;  for  two  days  himself,  and  three  days  and  a  half 
of  Seth  Smith  and  Joshua  Pond,  to  make  cartridges, 
£4  2$. ;  for  thread  for  the  cartridges,  U"  Also  "  voted 
that  the  selectmen  procure  the  town's  proportion  of 
arms  allowed  by  the  State,  and  that  they  should  have 
the  money  to  purchase  said  arms  with."  Sept.  15, 
"  voted  that  ten  of  the  firearms  sent  to  this  town 
sliould  be  kept  as  a  store  for  said  town." 

In  April  and  May  of  this  year  Capt.  Israel  Trow 
had  the  command  of  the  following  men  in  the  Rhode 
Island  service.  Most  of  them  were  from  Norton,  but 
probably  not  all : 

Xfssrfswmitt.— Isaac  White  and  Jonathan  Pratt 

fltifssnii.    John  White, Jacob  Newland,  Amos  Martin,  Thomas  Enson. 

Cbrpemla^Samnel  Flllebrown,  Jesse  Hodges,  John  White,  Asa 
Wnilams. 

Pram.— Joel  Briggs. 

FV€,-^ohn  White  (3d). 

Asa  Clap,  Abljah  Clap,  Asa  Oopeland,  Elesior  Eddy,  Nathan  Finney, 
Thomss  Gibfas,  Bei^amln  Hodges,  Thomas  Bass,  Masa  Bsssett,  Benjamin 
Col>b,  Jr^  Mason  Cobb,  Joslah  Crossman,  Willbun  Dunham,  Ellas  Eddy, 
Leri  Frauds,  David  Ororer,  Philip  Horr,  Thomas  Ilewit,  Zebulon 
H«Mlgen,  Bethuel  Hack,  Amasa  Lincoln,  Timothy  Leonard,  NehemUh 
Leonard,  Oliver  Lincoln,  Joel  Marlln,  BeiOamin  Merrlfleld,  Issac  Make- 
pemee,  Ebeneaer  Newcomb,  Daniel  Phillips  (2d),  Ebeneser  RIchsrdson, 
Matban  Richard,  AMsba  Smith,  Asa  Smith,  Nathaniel  Sweeting,  Beqja- 
■iln  Skinner,  Jonathan  Smith,  Joseph  Titos,  Amos  Shepardson,  Benja- 


min Trow,  Stephen  Thayer,  lehabod  Whita,  John  White  (Sd),  Job  White, 
Isaac  White,  Samnal- White,  Boyal  While,  Silas  Wllllami,  Jaeob  ¥(11- 
llanis,  John  Tliayer. 

In  the  summer  of  the  same  year  Capt  Trow  was 
again  in  service,  with  these  men  under  his  command, 
most  of  them  from  Norton, — 

liiiaCmaalt.— Isaac  White,  Michael  Sweet,  Amos  Martin,  Amos  Ids, 
Thomas  Enson,  Daniel  Hewet,  Joel  Briggs,  John  White,  Ohrlstopber 
French,  Mason  Cobb,  Lemech  Blandln,  Thomas  Bsss,  Isaao  White, 
Noah  Bobinaon,  Masa  Basset,  DaTfld  Baloom,  Asa  Olap,  Abfjah  Olap, 
Asa  Copebtnd,  William  Osrpenlar,  David  Cooper,  Joseph  Dagget,  Sleaier 
Eddy,  Nathan  Finney,  Thomsa  French,  David  OroTar,  Thomas  Gibbs, 
Thomas  Hewit,  Thomas  French,  Jr.,  Zebolon  HodgeSi  Istae  Jackson, 
Amasa  Lincoln,  Timothy  Leonard,  OIlTer  Lincoln,  Joel  Martin,  Eben- 
eser Newcomb,  Henry  Peck,  Isaac  Panry,  Daniel  Reed,  Benjamin  Rich- 
ardson, Ablsha  Smith,  George  Stanley,  Gideon  Stanley,  Ebenesar  Tyler, 
Abel  Titus,  ^lotes  Tyler,  Noah  Tiflldny,  Benjamin  Trow,  lehabod  Wil- 
lis, Ssmuel  White,  Royal  White,  Jacob  Williams,  Job  White,  Jonathan 
Wilmarth,  John  White,  Asa  Williams,  Oliver  WaUmaa,  Asa  Smith. 

Capt  George  Makepeace  had  the  command  of  a 
company  in  the  Rhode  Island  service  this  year.  In 
it  were  from  Norton, — 

HesekUih  Wlllard,  Daniel  Knap,  William  Makepeace,  Sdwaitl  Darby, 
Timothy  Briggs,  Simeon  Wetherell,  George  Cobb,  John  Brigf^  Phlness 
Brigg*,  John  Clark,  Abner  Tucker,  Seth  Smith. 

In  December,  Capt  Silas  Cobb  had  the  command 
of  a  company.    In  it  were  these  men  from  Norton, — 

John  Allen,  second  lieutenant;  Nathaniel  White,  Amos  Martin,  AUel 
Lincoln,  Benjamin  Hodges,  Jabes  Briggm  Daniel  Hodges,  Samnel  Nor^ 
ton,  Elkanah  Hall,  George  Hanrey,  Nathaniel  Prior,  PhlUlp  Horr,  Ed- 
m:ind  Tucker,  Josiah  Smith,  Mssa  Basset,  Thomas  Baas,  John  Hall  2d, 
Paul  Cook,  Joel  Martin,  Jonathan  Smith,  William  Makepeace,  Ruftas 
Lincoln,  Wllllsm  Carpenter,  Joeeph  Uarridon,  John  Hall,  Timothy  Well- 
man,  Jonathan  Clark,  Thomas  Hewit,  Ephralm  Knap,  Soellnm  Babbit 

In  1777  the  persons  whose  names  are  here  recorded 
enlisted  into  the  army  for  three  years.  AH  did  not, 
however,  serve  the  full  time  of  their  enlistment  The 
figures  attached  to  the  names  show  the  number  of 
months  the  individual  was  in  service. 


Benjamin  Moray  (36),  Wllllsm  Merry  (10),  Cbaar  Makepeace  (32), 
Cnsar  Morey  (44).  Jonathan  Morey  (6),  Isaac  Morqr  (10),  Nathaniel 
Morey  (30),  Daniel  Morey  (16),  Jedcdhih  Tocker  (33),  Joaiab  Tucker 
(36),  Jacob  Allen  (87),  Jeremiah  Oimbell  (36),  Xseklel  Clap  (3),  John 
Oapron  (20),  James  Dorsey  (?)  (46),  Francis  Gall  hiw,  John  BarrMon  (36), 
Josiah  King  (4A),  Joslah  King  (39). 

For  1778  the  Committee  of  Correspondence,  etc., 
were  Jonathan  Clap,  David  Arnold,  Isaac  Smith, 
John  Hall,  and  8eth  Gilbert 

March  9,  1778,  "  voted  that  the  selectmen  should 
procure  powder,  flints,  lead,  and  gun-locks  of  the 
board  [of]  war." 

May  11th,  "voted  that  the. officers  of  the  several 
companies  should  raise  the  men  sent  for  by  the  Gen- 
eral Court  on  the  best*  terms  they  cUn;  and,  if  they 
cannot  procure  them  for  thirty  pounds  granted  by 
said  Court,  that  the  town  will  pay  the  overplus." 
The  officers  were  further  directed  "  to  hire  the  money 
to  procure  said  men  with,  if  thirty  pounds  will  not" 

We  give  below  the  members  of  Capt  Israel  Trow's 
company,  drafted  for  three  months'  service  in  Rhode 
Island,  commencing  Jan.  1,  1778.  Most  of  them  are 
known  to  have  belonged  to  this  town : 
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Ueuitnanta, — EbeneMr  Brintn^ll,  Kphimim  Lum. 

Sfrj^Miiif.— Jonathan  Newcomb»  WllUun  BoBntfy.WUltamWttlMT*!!, 
Juuathaii  Brlggs. 

Oorporal$.—Thw>phi\wt  Croanian,  JoMph  8|Nirr,  Jo«l  Briggi^  WlllUm 
Varry. 

Dntm.— John  Watherall. 

iV<va<«.— Maaa  Baatet,  ThomM  BaM,  Samual  Bailey,  John  Bataa, 
Obadiab  Brintoell,  Jonathan  Olark,  Ebanaaar  Gana,  Banflald  Oapron, 
Oaleb  Dunham,  Abraham  Derry*  Petar  Dairy,  John  DoDbar,  Ichabod 
Eddy,  Ezra  Bddy,  John  Flfld,  larad  Vlaher,  ObWln  nilebrovn,  Willlaa 
llodgaa,  Zabulon  llodgaa,  John  Ball,  Jr.,  William  Lana,  Xpliralm  Knap, 
Tiniotliy  Leonard,  Paul  Lloooln,  Jooatliau  Maburtn  (7),  Daiilal  Phllllpa, 
lohabod  Randall,  Solomon  Sklnnar,  Koocb  Story,  Aaa  Smith,  William 
Story,  B6niO*l>  Tuckar,  Jeaaa  Tuppar,  tttapban  Tlugrar,  Bai^Jamin  Trow, 
Ichaliod  Willia,  Permar  (7)  Wood,  John  Whita,  Timothy  Wallman, 
Josiah  Willis,  Esra  Willia,  Larl  Woodward,  AUathar  Shaw,  Sath 
Tiffany. 

The  following  men  from  Norton  enlisted  for  one 
year,  from  Jan.  1,  1778,  in  Capl.  Joseph  Cole's  com- 
pany, of  Hridgewater  : 

Seth  Smith,  Asa  Nowcomb,  Elkanah  Hall,  Ichabod  Bddy,  Lavl  Wood- 
ward, John  Cobb,  John  Whita,  Timothy  Sklnnar,  Eliaa  Eddy,  Simeon 
Wetherell,  John  Gilbert,  Ma»a  Baaaat. 

In  Capt.  Isaac  Hodges'  company,  engaged  in  Rbode 
Island  service,  we  find  these  names.  Most  of  them 
were  from  this  town  : 

David  Kaith,  Isaac  Whita,  Lawla  Sweating,  Nat  Fraamau,  Alazandar 
Keith,  Jamoa  Newcomb,  John  White,  Ellab  Darby,  Edmund  Macombar, 
Abiel  White,  Joel  Brigga,  Tliomaa  Orovar,  Alaxaudor  llalcom,  Thomaa 
Braiiuin,  Samuel  Dailey,  Obadlah  Briutnall,  Stephen  Brlgga,  Baujamin 
Branian,  Levi  Babbit,  Rufua  CUp,  Abijah  Clap,  Aaa  Clap,  William  Clark, 
William  Dunbnni,  James  Fillebrown,  Asa  Flllebrowu,  Comeliua  Gibba, 
George  Hodgea,  Elijali  Hodgaa,  Ablal  Leonard,  Isaac  Lincoln,  Isaac 
Latbrup,  Julin  Newlaiid,  Nathaniel  Prior,  Seth  Pitta,  John  Patton,  Phillip 
Pratt,  Jesse  Randall,  Benjamin  Shaw,  Joahua  Stearns,  Ellphalat  Sweet- 
ing, Robert  Skinner,  Maae  ShepanI,  Asa  Smith,  Willhim  Stone,  Jamea 
Stone,  Denjaoiiu  Tiffany,  Seth  Tisdale,  William  Yerry,  Pator  Wellman, 
Royal  White,  Asa  Wellman,  AbUafeT  WeUierell,  Simeon  White,  Seth 
Williams,  llenjamiu  Ilomea,  Ebenexer  Burt,  Samuel  Oopeland,  Stephen 
Cilley.  Daniel  Pratt 

These  men  were  drafted  from  Norton  in  1778  for 
nine  months'  service: 

Thomas  Jenkins,  Peter  Derry,  David  Ilodgea,  Joahua  Smith,  Thomas 
Bass,  Ephraim  Knapp,  London  Morey  (negro,  rejected),  William  Ax  tell. 

Ephraim  Lane  was  a  lieutenant-colonel  in  Col. 
Thomas  Carpenter's  regiment,  Rhode  Island  service, 
from  July  24  to  Sept.  9, 1778.  He  was  also  a  lieu- 
tenant-colonel in  Col.  John  Daggett's  regiment  in 
1775,  called  out  hy  the  alarm  at  Lexington,  lOth  of 
April. 

For  1779  the  Committee  of  Correspondence,  etc., 
were  William  Cohh,  William  Homes,  Es(].,  Daniel 
Dean,  Noah  Wiswall,  Noah  Woodward,  JSilas  Cohh, 
and  Eleazer  Clap.  June  22d,  **  Voted  that  the  eight 
CuntinenUil  men  now  called  for  for  nine  months,  and 
the  three  men  for  the  Lines  at  Rhode  Island,  he  raised 
hy  way  of  a  tax  on  the  ratahle  polls  and  estates  in  sd. 
Norton ;"  and  a  committee  were  appointed  to  raise 
*'  the  ahove  men." 

August  30th,  "Voted  to  Silas  Cohh  two  pounds, 
nineteen  shillings.  L.  my.,  for  keeping  seven  High- 
landers one  night,  and  finding  them  all  a  hreakfast." 

In  the  roll  of  Capl.  Joseph  Franklin's  company,  of 
Rehohoth,  engaged  in  a  four  months'  service  in  Rhode 


Island  in  the  autumn  of  1779,  we  find  a  few  names  of 
men  from  this  town  which  we  here  record  : 

laraal  Flahar,  Fnuiela  Gnillow,  Immo  Stooa. 

For  1780  the  Committee  of  Correspondence,  etc, 
were  William  Cohh,  William  Homes,  and  Daniel 
Dean. 

October  9th,  the  town  *'  voted  to  raise  £1108  &., 
in  silver  money,  to  pay  the  Bounty  to  the  aoldien  that 
were  hired  the  summer  past."  Also  "  Toted  to  Mr. 
Nathaniel  Prior  210  pounds,  old  continental  money, 
for  going,  himself  and  team,  to  Tiverton  with  the 
soldiers  last  August."  The  same  day,  ''Voted  to 
choose  a  person  to  purchase  Uie  beef  called  for  (by 
a  Resolve  of  Gen.  Court)  from  thw  town ;"  and  Haj. 
Silas  Cobb  was  chosen  to  make  the  purchase. 

October  IGth,  it  was  "voted  to  raise  £1100,  for  to 
pay  for  the  beef  and  Xrouble."  December  25th, 
"  Voted  to  raise  such  a  sum  of  money  as  to  enable  the 
town  to  pay  each  soldier  that  shall  enlist  into  the 
continental  service  for  three  years,  or  during  tlie  war, 
three  hundred  silver  dollars  each ;  one  hundred  paid 
soon,  one  hundred  paid  in  oue  year,  and  the  o|her 
hundred  in  two  years,  with  interest" 

In  the  alarm  of  August,  1780,  Capt.  Israel  Trow* 
marched  to  Rhode  Island  at  the  huud  of  a  companj[. 
of  men,  whose  names  wo  hero  record,  all  of  whom 
are  supposed  to  have  belonged  to  this  town : 

Joaapli  lludfea,  flret  Ueiitananti  Jaoob  Sliapani,  Moood  II— tanaut; 
Ba^JaiulD  Wild,  KIkauah  IJucoln,  DavM  Uooulu,  JouaUiaa  Nawland, 
Jamaa  Nawoouib,  Juahua  I*uutl,  Bufua  lludgaa,  Jumfh  Andrawa,  Sjl- 
vauas  Ununan,  Sainual  (7)  Dlaiidln,  Gaorga  Krigga,  Uaulal  llaiaaU,  J«r> 
aeph  Uurt,  KllJali  Uriggs,  David  llalcmu,  Moali  Clam  J«>l»n  ^«IS  J«<«- 
mlab  Oaiubell,  Tlieuithilut  iJnjaMuaii,  l*aul  (Viok,  TiaiUla  lludgat, 
Oaorga  lludgea,  Elijah  llotlgo*,  JuMiih  Howard,  Aliljali  Idnculn,  I^evi 
Lincoln,  Seth  Tltta,  Thuiuatf  Su»ry,  Asa  Siuitli,  Arauiiali  Suiilb,  ZvbaKm 
Whita,  Joel  Whitu,  Ahijah  Wuthoiull,  Duvid  Watliomll,  JuaUli  Walliur 
ton,  KIkanah  Wilmarth,  AhlHthur  Macouibor,  Auioa  ilarUii,  Natlian 
Perry,  Elijah  Danfurth,  Saiuuol  Hunt,  Selh  Williama,  Klaaaer  Walker, 
Jacob  Shaw,  Natlmniel  rreeuiaii,  Noah  Woodward,  Jvaaa  Ilodgw,  WU- 
iiani  Co|M!lan(],  Sauiiiul  (Jtjpi'luiid,  Jo»luh  Ilo«lge«,  Williuin  Stuuo,  Wil- 
liniu  Norton,  Junathun  lludgua,  Peletluh  Day,Joaeph  Wellnmu,  IcIiaUxl 
Terry,  William  Wetherell,  Ebenezer  Wetherell,  Kllalia  (^|»rvu,  Daniel 
I'hilliiNi,  James  Davis.  Nuthau  Doan,  Nathaniel  Wo<mI,  Sllaa  Cobb,  John 
King. 

Capt.  Seth  Smith  commanded  a  company  in  the 
Rhode  Island  service  this  year,  probably  all  Norton- 
ians,  whoMc  names  wore, — 

lC|ihraim  liano,  liuiiluuunt;  lloxokiah  WlllanI,  Wllllaiii  Make|MMiv, 
Nutliiui  (Jubh,  Duiitel  Kiiiipp,  Isiiac  Hodges,  Ktlward  l>arby,  tlt^rge 
Cobh,  lii'njiunin  Stanley,  Juiui  Hodges,  JuIk'B  Brlgga,  Ihivld  Aniuhl, 
Thinuiut  Uriggs,  Thonius  Ihituiun,  llenjamin  lllan«liii,  Jneepli  Mallhuw*, 
John  Uiiggs,  Imuc  U(uis«t,  Nuthau  Dean,  Kiihraim  Kddy,  Kxra  Eddy, 
Juhn  Hull,  ^•|>liuiiinli  llu4lg«s,  Abiel  Lincoln,  Oliver  I^eouar^l.  C-aUiii 
Murcy,  William  SliMie,  Nut.  Stone,  Seth  Smith,  Itenitjuh  Tucker,  ItvnJM. 
niin  Tilfuny,  Willinni  Yurry,  Simeon  Wetherell,  Juhn  Wellien-ll,  Davi>l 
Woodwurd,  Sumuul  Willis. 

Capt.  John  Allen  was  also  absent  six  days  with  a 
company  in  Rhode  Island  service.  We  give  the  names 
of  those  from  this  town  : 

Jacob  Sheimnl,  liuutenunl;  Isaac  Hudges,  Jonathan  Urigga,  Rufiis 
Hodges,  Nuthun  Deun,  Juhn  HiHlgcs,  Joeeph  Andrews,  Julni  Arnold, 
David  Uulconi,  Sylvunut  Drunnin,  Isuac  llusaett,  Uviijumlii  Uluudin, 
Willium  Ourpvntei-,  Puul  Cuok,  Noah  Chip,  Kphniiui  Kddy,  Elijuh  lAdj, 
Tisdale  Fnmcis,  Zuphuniuh   Hodges,  Juseph   Huward,  Oliver  l^aunanl, 
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Ij«tI  LIocoIii,  WlUtem  Newoomb,  Solomon  Newoomb,  Joilah  Mewcomb, 
Mat.  Prior,  Ablshii  Smith,  AnuinAli  Smith,  Thomoa  Storj,  8«mael  Ste- 
▼eiM,  John  Tladale,  Jneob  TIffiiny,  KIkanah  Woodward,  Jam«  White, 
Jamea  Wetherell,  Simeon  Wetherell. 

In  Gapt  Jabex  Barney's  company,  of  Swansea,  at 
West  Point,  August,  1780,  were  the  following  men 
from  this  town.  The  first  two  served  for  the  town  of 
Mansfield,  the  remainder  for  Swansea : 


Morey,  lieutenant;   Levi   Francle,  Jr.,  John  Oambell,  John 
Prior,  Brian  Hall,  Tlnoent  Cambell,  Benjamin  Holmea,  John  Martin. 

In  the  six  months'  service,  in  1780,  I  find  the  fol- 
lowing list  of  men  from  Norton,  made  up  by  the 
selectmen : 

Jededlah  Tncker,  Daniel  Ilodg et,  Icliabod  Pitts,  Jabes  Newland,  Iiaiic 
Stone,  Vincent  Qtmbell,  Henry  Howard,  Saninel  Wlllla,  John  lllll,  Ben- 
jamin Holmeii,  lerael  Smith,  Daniel  Hodgei  (2d),  Daniel  Burr,  Jonathan 
Hodgei^  Benjamin  Fuller. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  men  raised  in  Nor- 
ton, agreeably  to  a  resolve  of  the  Qencral  Court 
passed  Dec.  2,  1780,  the  term  of  service  three 
years: 

SamnrI  Sherman,  Bei^amln  Fuller,  Elisha  Onpron,  Joehna  Fuller, 
nmotby  Tncker,  Abtathar  Ifacomber,  Henry  Uayward,  Jacob  Brigge, 
Samuel  Kddy,  Francii  Gulllow,  8«ymonr  Bnrr,8etli  Onpron,  Benjamin 
Choteey  (?),  CufT  Freeman,  Jededlah  Tucker,  Kxra  Hodgee. 

Jan.  8,  1781,  the  town  "voted  so  far  to  comply 
with  the  Resolve  of  the  General  Court  Respecting 
Beef  as  to  procure  s*  Beef  or  the  money;"  also  voted 
to  raise  £204  8«.,  silver  money,  in  addition  to  the 
£1108  5«.  raised  Oct.  9,  1780,  to  be  devoted  to  the 
same  purpose.  The  Committee  of  Correspondence, 
etc.,  for  1781,  were  Silas  Cobb,  Israel  Trow,  and  Noah 
Wiswall. 

March  5th,  "voted  to  give  the  men,  called  for  to 
go  to  Rhode  Island  for  forty  days,  four  pounds  and 
ten  shillings  per  month,  including  whatever  shall  be 
given  them  from  this  commonwealth,  or  any  other 
way  from  the  publick." 

In  the  summer  the  General  Court  called  upon  the 
town  to  supply  the  army  with  six  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  sixty-eight  pounds  of  beef,  twenty-eight 
shirts,  twenty-eight  pairs  of  shoes  and  stockings,  and 
fourteen  blankets.  July  lOtli,  it  was  "voted  to  com- 
ply with  the  requisition  of  the  General  Court  respect- 
ing beef,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  pounds  silver 
money  was  raised  to  pay  for  it,  and  Capt.  Ephraim 
Burr  was  authorized  to  purchase  it  at  four  pence  per 
pound,"  and  it  was  ordered  "  that  there  be  a  clause 
inserted  in  the  warrant  for  our  fall  meeting  to  raise  a 
sum  of  money  to  pay  for  clothing."  It  was  also 
"voted  to  give  the  men  that  shall  go  into  the  three 
months'  service  twenty  silver  dollars  per  month,  and 
the  town  to  receive  their  wages  from  this  common- 
wealth, and  that  each  man  have  ^ye  dollars  advance 

We  find  but  few  names  of  soldiers  to  record  for  the 
year  1781.  •  In  January  of  this  year  there  were  in  the 
Continental  army  from  Norton,  enlisted  in  the  years 
1777-80,  for  three  years  or  during  the  war, — 
89 


Joelah  Ring,  Cmar  Moray,  Jneeph  Pratt,  Latbrop  Knapp,  John  Har- 
ridon,  Joelah  King,  Anthony  Morey,  Jaoob  Allen,  William  Wallman. 

Military  Companies.— Between  the  years  1781  and 
1834  there  were  two  infantry  companies  in  Norton, 
one  on' the  east  and  one  on  the  west  side  of  Bum  ford 
River.  The  captains  of  the  east  side  company  were 
as  follows: 

Joeeph  Hodoee,  July  1, 1781 ;  Ebeneier  TItue,  Aug.  4, 1789;  35ebulon 
White,  Aug.  20, 1702 ;  William  Morey,  Sept  25, 1707 ;  Jonathan  Hodgea, 
March  26, 1708 ;  Bufbe  Hodgee,  May  6, 1801 ;  8eth  Hodgee,  Dee.  3, 1804 ; 
Am  Arnold,  March  23, 1807 ;  Lemuel  Arnold,  Mot.  21,  1806 ;  Sanforth 
Freemen,  June  16. 1816;  AMn  Perry,  May  1, 1810;  lehabod  Perry,  Jr^ 
June  26, 1821;  I«iao  Braman,  May  30,  1822;  Maeon  Stone,  March  30, 
1826;  Almond  Tucker,  Oct  26, 1828 ;  Thomae  Carpenter,  May  14, 1832. 

The  captains  of  the  company  east  of  Bumford  River, 
from  1781  to  1834,  were,— 

Darld  Qap,  July  1, 1781 ;  Reuben  Tlidale,  May  28, 1788;  Imac  Make- 
peace, July  16, 1700;  James  Godfrey,  Sept  26,  1803;  Lyainder  Make- 
peace, March  24, 1806;  Asa  Knowles,  Feb.  16, 1806;  Terry  Crane,  May 
18, 1811 ;  Jacob  Shepherd,  May  17, 1812;  Laban  Lincoln,  Aug.  0, 1810; 
Thomas  Oopeland,  June  6,  1820;  Lyman  Kddy,  May  6,  1894;  Daniel 
Brlggs,  Jr.,  Aug.  26, 1826;  Henry  Mewcomb,  April  30,  1880;  George  B. 
Crane,  April  16, 1888. 

"  In  1776  the  Norton  Artillery  Company  was  organ- 
ized, and  George  Makepeace  was  commissioned  as 
captain.  This  company  remained  in  Norton  (a  por- 
tion of  its  officers  and  members  belonging  to  other 
towns)  till  1864,  when  its  name  was  changed  to  Light 
Infantry,  and  the  company  was  removed  to  Foxbor- 
ough.  The  two  field-pieces  in  the  possession  of  the 
company  were  returned  to  the  State,  and  the  gun- 
house,  near  the  pound,  was  sold.  At  the  time  the 
name  was  changed  and  the  company  removed  to  Fox- 
borough  it  was  the  oldest  military  company  in  the 
State.  The  following  are  the  names  of  its  commanders 
(with  the  date  of  their  commissions)  who  have  be- 
longed to  Norton.  A  few  captains,  who^  residence 
was  in  other  towns,  we  have  omitted  from  this  list'' 
(Clark) : 

Ceorire  Makepeace,  Oct  81,1776;  Bphraim  Lane,  Jr.,  1787;  Daniel 
Knspp,  BInreh  26, 1790;  BeiOnmIn  Blandin,  Dec.  28, 1706;  John  Gilbert, 
Migr  7, 1799 ;  Samuel  Hunt,  March  0, 1802 ;  Thomas  Danforth,  9d,  Aug. 
27, 1804;  Klisha  CrosHman,  June  14,  1810;  Isaac  Lane,  May  14, 1812; 
David  Lane,  Aug.  22, 1814 ;  George  Walker,  May  90, 1817 ;  Lemuel  Perry. 
Sept  22, 1821 ;  Oalrin  Lane,  March  81, 1824 ;  George  Lane,  Feh.  6, 1827 ; 
Simeon  Blandin,  March  8,  1828;  Ira  Richardson,  April  16,  1833;  Karl 
Hodges,  Sept  24,  1836;  Carlos  Freeman,  April  0,  1836;  Don  F.  Lane, 
July  4, 1830;  Benjamin  S.  Hall,  April  24, 1841;  Luen  0.  Leonaitl,  May 
13,1843;  Carlos  Freeman,  Msy  24,  1844;  Jacob  T.  Shepherd,  Aug.  30, 
1861 ;  Bei^amln  M.  Ronnd,  April  27, 1863. 

There  was  also  for  some  years  a  hose  company,  a 
portion  of  whose  members  belonged  to  Norton,  and 
the  following  Nortonians  were  captains  of  it : 

Tledale  Hodges,  Doc.  16,  1703;  Daniel  SmiUi,  May  24,  1810;  Pliny 
PulTer,  Aug.  22,  1823. 

The  following  comprise  a  list  of  those  from  this 
town  who,  since  the  Revolution,  have  risen  above  the 
post  of  captain,  or  held  a  commission  of  the  same 
rank : 

BrigatUer-GeneraL—SflM  Cobb,  Aug.  2, 1702. 

Cb{on«(«.— Sllsfl  Cobb,  May  26, 1788 ;  Issae  Braman,  Sept  0, 1826 ;  Msson 
Stone,  Nov.  3, 1832. 
XieNl«naHf-Cb/one/.— Simeon  Wheeler,  Jan.  14, 1810. 
JCq/ors.— Thomss  Fobes,Sept.  26, 1704;  Zebulon  White,  Aug.  1, 1803; 
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;  IiHC  Bnmiu.  Ck'I.I.IeJSi  E>rl  Hadgw, 


W.T.  Ulckixll.OcLl.lxlli  EpbnlB  A.IU>iuoiiil,Aprl]»,l«»i  Jubn 

Tlie  luUcr  part  of  June,  1814,  t)ie  Norton  Artillery 
Coinpuny,  Ihuuc  Lane,  captain,  wcro  called  out  to 
guard  New  Itedfoni.    They  were  absent  about  twelve 

The  following  persona  from  Norton  were  called  inU 
Hervioe  during  tlie  war  of  1812 : 


Jr„  KlnlliunilHr,  M.im  lliii. 


1.  WklM.Jul.uT.  WlilUl 

A 1  loll    Dtrry 

Alfnd   Kranch,  Amhtn 

HanHi.J*n.u 

WtiwHil,  Ilwr;  B.  RwlK 

BI«|>I>*D  Il«l««,  ll...lel  Oulllow,  J«hH 

Kelll.,  ayltiu 

tar  Bound.  J 

hD  RdwU,  L.rt  Boon 

Parry,  It,  SHbuiy  Wuwlwird,  KunI 

DM.^  Ljni.D 

ri.h  WllUur, 

auUi.r  KuMV.  TlH).)! 

ci'iriH  Hu! 

rlU.  L«n.nl  Hill.  Jr.. 

liodgta.  Kll> 

>  CrwDiKii,  NXliKK  Dttl 

1  Ik-tQ.  Jaliq  Ollban, 
Pelic  WMt,  WIUIebu 


(DdlH,  EIDili  Xddy,  B 


d,  JnlrdUli  l>>i.kinl,  Ui 
LiD«,  A»pli  Wliltl.  I'Ulltp  Andr>in,WJ1l]aniSiIDet.2slol«Willu 
[aHraui»llun1,0llT>rnuul,a»rg<I'DF,  Jubn  rrMDUD,  Jr., Hu 
IklDiier,  UoTld  andrrey,  AUdhd  Cobb,  Kpfarmlm  Frtnch.  Au(i 
VlilK. 

MUitary  Record,  1861-e3.'-Tbe  following  r 
mliHted  from  Norton  in  the  war  of  the  UeUellion 

Hunt,  iHikc  K.  IturchKrd.  Biijimlii  r.  SwHt,  Wlllbn  II.  1 
d,  Owtft  B.  Sluilaj, 


Coy]  a.  lUnK 


tu,  Ellibi 


I.  Crml.y, 


II  w> 

.  Jgwi.1.  H.  l>n 

i.,J«ui«l>ri.W 

IIUiu  T.  1 

llo» 

D.Kdg.rA.Fr«ii..n,Ban,u=lD. 

IIicIi(,Uk 

?•' 

T.  Hew  It,  M-. 

nA.Lan-.J.--. 

lt»m«y, 

H.  WuLbuni, 

Vllllmn  D.  Wuli 

Julm  II.  Wbl 

..  Bn..ry  E.  Wi; 

u 

Ch.rlu 

Lor.u  B.  WitJI., 

u. 

Awi«  II.rn>w<, 

g,Wllll.n.8.B»tH.h.D«ri.;ltW-C 

ubb.Bob.i 

Flelri,  Alfrwl  B. 

I.-dg«.  I 

11.  Lie.  ArlMU 

a  King,  Jr.,  Tl. 

nkiri  W. 

A.  Idi 

•.JuHVl.  i4i.« 

„.  K»b.«.  I1.U, 

■ibor,  llui 

.1.111 

wwJ.  l»ur«iJ  1^  Ull 

.»,  ChulH  W,  HiiniKuo,  i; 

irl« 

cjriiu. 

»w»l,L»KI 

'""' 

CHAPTER    XI. VIII. 

NORTON.— (0»i'i"""'') 
ECOLIUIABTIOAI.   HiaTOIlY— 

DgrDEiillDual  (llnlmrlin)  CTiiireli— ^ 


The  Congregational  (Unitarian)  Churcli,— Coiu- 
cjdent  with   the  organization   of  the   tuwii   vna  the 


organization  of  this  church,  and  ita  flrit  minuter  «h 
Rev.  Samuel  Philli|«,  who,  however,  waa  uot  or- 
dained, lie  comineoced  preaching  Jan.  I,  lllO.aiid 
remained  but  a  few  months. 

Ab  a  portion  of  the  old  townahip  of  Tftautoo  wii 
incorporated  into  tlie  North  Frodnct,  ftnd  as  many 
of  tlio  settlerB  of  the  aaid  precinct  were  either  pro- 
prictora  or  intimately  connected  with  the  pmprielon 
of  the  old  town,  the  liitlur  naturally  fvlt  lume  interat 
in  the  proaperity  of  tlie  precinct,  and  eapeclally  in  the 
settlement  and  aupport  of  a  miuiator.  Hence  diven 
of  them  made  each  n  small  contributinn  of  land  for 
whatever  miuisteriihould  be  settled  in  the  new  parish. 
Here  is  tlie  proof: 

"  Wu,  (lit  nU 


■  Lanxd,  orlhadui, 
lu  hUIi  lu  lb*  HiicrtJ  aaphi;  of  Uia  uIbIMij  la  Tuw 
liicl,  llo  iHnbj  Ulr*  ud  Unut  lb*  Hiranll  qMuUltndT 


'bu  iJiiill  HtUi  111  HbL  Muitb  pi 
'■unhiii  ulil  Tuouriilp  tbiill  ni 
lud  lu  Hid  TowHlilKUIbir  lii 


ict,  Dxlrliif  of  lb* 


put  or  tlia  Bid  Tuwiiililp  Undi  wbtcli  on*  Ml  lo  to 
■  or  tb*  Murlfa  prKlncti  lod  pcrtlriltflran  bi>4,aot( 
b  lyai  nisr  Ui«  pbm  appuJulH  lij  AuUkhH/  Kit  lk> 
la  IM  Hll  iipuu,  an  nil  iHirtli  uid  (imlb  idil*  «(  lb*  ni 


Ja>*pb  lUll 

luitc  M  nrriiiiV.'."  v.'.'.'.! '.'. ".'.'.'.'.'. 

J.'luw^V.1'k'■r;Sl'llor,■.";!!.■." 

j.lo'-i'bi'i'm-";;;;::!;::::::::; 

Sbutnck  W.I  Inn 

BenlBiiilii  WI1bur>..„ 

JoniM  UMrl 

H.I  I  i.iilr  I  W  iiiiiini.'.'."'"™.' 

Thuuiii'*  Wl  1H*_".V.V.™V.^. 

J.»ii|  111  TUiIul.™ ....  !!'."'™ii 
UrGlluaOilUrt 

■'AlllliwHxirullpurcDihi 
l.>U<vllietil.lNl>l.alliiil.1..l 
iKXIb  iin-nMih'!,  M  Ulb  .lili 

llmllfiv^  liuuH.  mill  iHuily  un 


.Iud}rc  Til, 


il  Dwiloith 


rrTi"-^:-*"^'"" 

!  Em.  Thuuma  Gil 


■iluUiy  III 


I  Httlu  III  llni  ■<Kk  uf  (l»  : 

InHddiinKliicl.iinilMi  liull.  .l,hi*  uT  U» 
I'.lliig-liuiHU  lu  ..1.1  iimliurt  lu  HkhuI 

til*  iiurlb«rlj  iMv  vf  enlil  mi-(itlii^.lHiu**. 
1  uf  U^r  1«oiunl,  u>  Ik  Ukl  vul  u  amy 


ctlliml 


■•In. 


«,«  llM 


'Conard,  one  of  the  proprietors  of 

the  irnii-wiirlis,  and  tliu  father  ot  (Jeorgc,  who  Uiok 
HO  consipicuouB  a  part  in  securing  the  gmat  of  a  pre- 
cinct, in  his  will,  diued  Jan.  2',l,  1711-12;  and  pro- 
bated Feb.  ri,  17ia-U,  gave  to  the  first  minister  that 
should  be  "orderly  settled"  in   the  western   part  of 
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Taunton  North  Precinct,  and  continue  there  in  the 
ministry  seven  years,  twenty  acres  of  land,  and  in 
case  he  continued  fourteen  years  in  the  ministry, 
twenty  acres  more,  but  if  he  did  not  remain  fourteen 
years,  then  the  second  settled  minister  who  should 
remain  seven  years  was  to  have  the  last  twenty  acres. 
The  departure  of  Blr.  Phillips  compelled  the  pre- 
cinct to  look  about  for  a  new  candidate. 

**  December  the  ZM,  1710.— At  a  meeting  of  the  InhabltAnta  of  Tann- 
tmi  North  Pnrrhaeo,  [they,]  2ly,  mnile  choice  of  Mr.  Joeoph  Avery  to 
■pttle  with  them  in  the  worlc  of  the  miniitree,  and  to  be  their  minister. 
If  he  tee  Ounae  to  Kxceept. 

**31y,  they  made  choice  of  George  Tjeonard  and  NIcliolas  White  to  go 
and  acquaint  Mr.  Avery  that  they  hare  clioee  him  for  tiieir  minister, 
and  alao  to  treat  witii  him  alioat  bis  settlelng  with  tliom  in  the  worit  of 
Uie  minletrne. 

*'4,  llie  meeting  wne  at^onrneti  to  the  third  day  of  January  next." 

••  Jan.  M,  171(^-11,  tliey  voted  to  Give  Blr.  Avery  lfi«.  a  saliath,  for  the 
time  that  he  ahall  trantlentiy  rrcacli  among  tiinm,  liefore  tlicy  linve 
oomo  to  any  certin  Bargaine  vrith  liim ;  and  alto  16«.  for  ye  Last  Sab- 
ath.'' 

**  fob.  2nd,  1710-11,  ye  comitee  ware  ordered  to  malte  their  Proposals 
to  Mr.  Avery.'* 

A  tax  was  levied  upon  the  town  to  assist  the  min- 
ister in  providing  a  habitation.  The  following  were 
the  persons  taxed :  George  Leonard,  Lt.  Samuel 
Brintncll,  Samuel  Hodges,  John  Cob,  Selvania  Cam- 
bell,  Nathaniel  fisher,  Andrew  Grovier,  Ephreim 
Grovier,  Thomas  Grovier,  John  Hodges,  Nathaniell 
bodges,  Thomas  Stevens,  Eliezer  Edye,.  Benjamin 
•  Ncwland,  Robert  Tucker,  Nicolas  White,  John 
Skiner,  John  hall,  Peter  Aldrich,  Joseph  Briggs, 
Richard  Briggs,  Eliezer  fisher,  Israeli  fisher,  Benja- 
min Williams,  John  Wetherell,  Sen.,  William  Weth- 
arcll,  Sen.,  John  Austin,  Nicolas  Smith,  John  Brigs, 
Jun.,  John  Caswell,  Sen.,  Benjamin  Caswell,  John 
Newland,  Seth  Dorman,  Joseph  Eliot,  William 
Tlodgcs,  Mathew  White,  Isaac  Sheapard,  Samuell 
fisher,  John  Smith,  John  Lane,  Ebenezr  Edye,  Dan- 
iell  Braman,  William  Wetharell,  Jun.,  William  Cobb, 
Nathaniell  Hervey,  John  Wetharell,  Jun.,  Samuell 
Brintnell,  Jun.,  Samuell  Bayley,  John  Brigs,  Sen., 
James  Caswell,  Edward  White,  Samuell  Blake,  Sen., 
Widow  Smith,  Benjamin  Willis,  Samuel  Alline, 
Robert  Woodward,  Thomas  Hervey,  Sen.,  William 
Hervey,  Jun.,  Morgan  Cobb,  Jonathan  Lincoln, 
Jeremiah  Newland,  Hanah  Deen,  William  pratt, 
Jonathan  Williams,  James  Leonard,  Jun.,  George 
Hodges. 

««Thls  rate,  being  to  pay  Mr.  Avery  82  pounds  towards  baiiding  his 
house,  was  made  by  us,  the  Biib«:ril>ers,  this  first  day  of  January,  1711 
-IS.  It  contains  32.  8.  0.,  Besides  0. 16.  6.  put  in  for  the  constable,  the 
•Ight  shillings  Is  for  makein  ttie  rate. 

"OnonoK  Lkonakd, 
"JoMW  WrrnKRET^ 
**  Thomas  8Tr.pnKi«8, 

**  Auuaon.'" 

Those  whose  heads  are  not  rated  were,  no  doubt, 
non-residents.  The  house  was,  we  presume,  erected 
soon  after  the  rate  was  made,  though  not  entirely 
finished  for  some  years.  This  house,  thus  early  built 
for  Mr.  Avery,  stood  on  the  land  already  given  to  and 
laid  out  for  the  first  minister. 


While  preparations  for  building  him  a  house  are 
going  on,  no  response  to  the  call  came  from  the  min- 
ister, who  is  still  preaching  to  the  people.  The  town, 
"Sept.  17,  1712,  voted  to  Mr.  Avery,  for  his  salary 
45—0 — 0."  This  was  five  pounds  more  than  the  year 
previous,  a  further  evidence  that  the  town  are 
anxious  to  hear  a  favorable  answer  to  their  invita- 
tion. Another  year  passes  aWay,  and  still  Mr.  Avery 
gives  no  answer.  He  certainly  was  a  very  deliberate 
9ian.  The  town,  however,  "let  patience  have  its  per- 
fect work,"  and  "  Oct.  6, 1713,  voted  to  Mr.  Avery,  for 
his  salary  for  this  year,  45 — 0 — 0." 

Almost  another  entire  year  passed  away  before  we 
find  the  following  record: 

**  On  tlie  13th  of  September,  1714,  Mr.  Avery  Gave  his  answer,  wiiich 
was  iSxceptod  by  ye  town ;  and  on  tliat  day  tbay  voted  to  Mr.  Joseph 
Avery  his  salary,  60-0— 0.**  ^ 

"  A  church  was  gathered  in  Norton  on  the  28th  of 
October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  fourteen." '  The  names  of  "those  who 
covenanted  as  members"  are  there  given.  They  are 
the  same  as  those  who  signed  the  covenant  October 
4th  ;  "  and,"  says  the  record,  "  on  the  same  day,  Oct. 
28,  1714,  was  ordained  Mr.  Joseph  Avery  as  pastor  of 
the  Church  of  Christ  in  Norton."  He  was  the  first 
minister  in  Norton. 

A  town-meeting  was  held  Aug.  4,  1719,  and  from 
the  records  of  it  we  take  the  following  extracts: 

"31y,  According  to  the  warrant  forsd.  mealing  for  to  Rayse  monls  for 
to  flnieh  the  niinistr's  hous,  accordingly  Proeeded  to  give  twenty  pounds 
by  way  of  rate,  A  Sum  by  way  of  ft-eewlll  ofring  or  Gift  at  ed.  meeting. 

**  4Iy,  Voted  to  give  ye  minliiter  twenty  pounds  for  the  finishing  of  his 
bona,  to  be  raised  on  ye  Inhabitanc  by  way  of  rate,  nicoias  Smith,  and 
Benjamin  Williams,  and  Kbeneser  Kddy,  having  given  already,  are  to 
be  Excepted  in  sd.  act ;  and  John  Briggs,  gran.  Sen.,  un  his  promts  to 
Give  Bricks,  is  Kxoeptod  also. 

**  Nicolas  Smith  promised  to  Give  Mr.  Avery  ten  shlllnds  In  two 
months,  in  money  or  grain,  at  money-price. 

'*  Rbenezer  Eddy  has  given  0 — 5—0  already. 

**  Benjamin  Williams  has  given  0—10—0  already. 

**  John  briggs,  Grand  Sen.,  promis  to  give  five  shlllins*  worth  of  good 
wether  biick  at  the  kill  at  John  Gilbard's  at  tounton. 

'*  Nathaniel  fisher  promis  to  give  ten  shilllnds  In  two  months  in  worek. 

**  John  Newland,  Sen.,  promis  to  give  ten  ahilinds,— five  In  money,  ft 
five  In  worck. 

**  John  Austen  promis  to  give  ten  shlllnds, — five  In  money  ft  five  In 
worck. 

"  Thomas  Skinner  and  his  suns  gives  twenty  shlllnd8,--ten  In  money 
ft  ten  in  worck. 

**  Uriah  Leonard  gives  five  shlllnds  by  promis. 

**  John  brlggn,  Ben.,  promis  to  give  twenty  shilllnds  In  worck  In  two 
months.  Jeremiah  Newland  promis  to  give  three  shlllnds  In  two  months. 
John  Uarvey  promis  to  give  twenty  sbilinds  (ten  In  money  ft  ten  in 
worck)  in  two  monUis.  Joseph  Ilodgesgave  five  shlllnds  iribney  ft  two 
pare  of  Ilooks  ft  hinges,  at  six  sbilinds*  price.  In  two  mouths.  John  New- 
land,  sen.,  or  benianin  Newlnnd,  promis  to  give  five  shlllnds  In  worak 
in  two  months.  Jonatiian  Linkoln  promis  to  lath  the  west  Chamber. 
John  Andrus  promis  to  lath  the  East  Chamber.  John  Hodgsa,  sen.,  gives 
twenty  slillinds  In  money  Mr.  avery  oes  said  Hodges.  Left.  Nicolas 
White  promis  to  give  twenty  sliilinds  money  In  two  months.** 

1  From  his  settlement  to  1720  his  salary  was  £60 ;  from  1721  to  1734  it 
was  £60;  in  1736  and  1736  It  was  £80;  in  1787,  £100;  in  1738,  £160. 
From  1739  to  1742  he  had  £120 ;  then  for  three  yean  he  bad  £130.  From 
1746  to  his  dismission  his  salary  was  £140. 

*  This  was  In  old  style.  In  the  new  style  the  date  would  be  Nov.  8, 
1714. 
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The  first  pastor  of  tbe  church  was  Rev.  Joseph 
Avery,  who  was  ordained  Oct  28, 1714,  and  remained 
as  pastor  until  1748.  He  died  here  April  28, 1770. 
For  some  time  after  the  dismiasal  of  Mr,  Avery  the 
church  had  no  settled  pastor,  but  was  supplied  by 
the  following:  Jos.  Roberts,  Thomas  Jones,  Naphtali 
Daggett,  Jonathan  Derby,  Jos.  Qreen,  Jr.,  and  Sam- 
uel Angicr.  In  1752  a  call  was  extended  to  Rev. 
Joseph  Palmer,  which  was  accepted,  and  Nov,  10, 
1752,  the  church 

**  Voted,  they  would  ordaio  Mr.  Joseph  Palmer  m  suoe  m  Uiej  ooald 
conveniently. 

"3Iy,  the  church  voted  that  the cliurch'COTeuant  riioald  he  red;  end 
It  wae  red :  and  they  gave  their  aaMOt  to  It  by  tiie  dne  of  llftlDg  the 
huud." 

Jan.  3,  1753,  Mr.  Palmer  was  ordained,  and  re- 
mained as  pastor  until  his  death,  April  4, 1791.  Oct. 
12,  1792,  the  church  voted  to  invite  Rev.  Pitt  Clark. 
Jan.  7, 1793,  it  was  "  voted  to  give  Mr.  Pitt  Clark  one 
hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  as  an  encouragement  to 
settle  with  us  in  the  Gospel  Ministry  as  a  settlement." 
"  Voted  to  give  said  Mr.  Clark  80  pounds  salary  Pr. 
year,  so  long  as  he  remains  our  minister  and  supplies 
the  pulpit." 

As  a  further  encouragement  for  him  to  settle  with 
them,  a  subscription  paper  was  drawn  up  April  1, 
1793,  and  £79  Bs,  was  pledged  "in  addition  to  the 
Encouragement"  above  mentioned,  "provided  he 
settle  as  the  minister  of  sd.  Parish."  The  names  of 
the  donors,  with  the  sums  given,  are  as  follows : 


George  Leonard. 20  0 

Daniel  Dean 4  10 

Jueeph  Hodgee 1  10 

SiluN  Cobb I  10 

Jonathan  Leonard 1  10 

Klxinuseor  TitUH 1  10 

Daniel  Knap 1  0 

Samuel  Morey 3  0 

Juaiah  Ilodgee 1  10 

John  Hull 4  10 

WilUam  CV>bb «..  1  0 

Ephraiui  Lnne I  10 

Noah  WiBwall 1  10 

Beth  Smith,  Jr 2  0 

Kphnim  llayniond U  0 

Samuel  Morey,  Jr 1  lU 

Joithua  Pond 1  0 

Elijah  Cobb 1  0 

Elijah  Dunforth. 0  12 

TliomoH  Hramnn 2  0 

Williitm  Lnni- 0  0 

£IUah  Lane 0  0 

Aita  (k>pulunii 1  1U 

liaban  Smith 0  C 


B«i^ainlD  Pearson 0  6 

Eleaser  Clapp „..  1  10 

Ephraim  Lane,  Jr 1  10 

David  Olapp 1  10 

Daniel  Parker 1  10 

Iiiauc  IktMot 1  0 

lenac  Stone 0  6 

Williaiu  Alnrtin 0  C 

Jonathan  Brigga 0  6 

Thomaa  Danforth 0  6 

Daniel  Lane 0  6 

Liaac  Lane 0  6 

(jeorgo  Palmer 0  12 

Samuel  Hunt 0  12 

Stephen  Jenninge 3  U 

Immc  Ilodgce,  Jr 0  12 

Abel  Vranlclin 0  U 

Samuel  Cupeland 1  4 

John  King 1  U 

Driuullull 0  12 

Blichnul  Swuot 0  12 

Laiwn  Whcatun 1  U 

JiNMtph  I'liilliiw 0  0 

Ihuuc  Uiumun 1  Iq 


Mr.  Clark  was  ordained  July  3, 1793,  and  continued 
as  past^>r  until  his  death,  Feb.  13,  1835.  He  was 
born  in  Medfield.  Jan.  15, 1763.  Until  August,  1835, 
the  following  preached  as  supplies :  A.  Davis,  I).  C. 
Sanders,  U.  Whitman,  Mr.  Liikcnian,  and  Mr.  Hicli- 
urdsoii.  August  2d  of  this  year,  Rev.  Asarelali  M. 
Briggs  connnenccd  preaching  as  a  candidate,  and  was 
ordained  as  pastor  Jan.  27,  183(>,  and  remained  until 
Nov.  1,  1840.  The  next  pastor  was  Rev.  William  1*. 
Tilden,  from  April  21,  1841,  to  June  30,  1844.  The 
pulpit  was  then  supplied  by  Revs.  William  II.  Fish, 
William  C.  Tenney,  T.  H.  Dorr,  and  A.  I).  Jones 
until  July  G,  1845,  when  Eev.  Amory  (Jale,  M.l)., 


commenced  supplying  the  pulpit  and  continued  until 
Jan.  1,  1848.  After  Mr.  Gale,  Bev.  John  N.  Ballowt 
preached  a  short  time,  and  Sept.  24, 1848,  Ber,  Fred- 
eric Hinckley  was  installed  at  pattor,  and  remained 
until  Oct  27, 1850. 

The  parish  committee  were  authorized,  Dec  80, 
1850,  to  invite  Mr.  Gkorge  A.  Oamet  to  preach  till 
the  annual  meeting  in  March,  and  he  did  ao. 

From  the  Ist  of  April,  1851,  to  the  middle  of  No- 
vember of  the  same  year  the  following  persons 
preached,  probably  not  all  of  tliem  as  candidates: 
Charles  Robinson,  Francis  B.  Knapp,  Benjamin  Kent, 
George  W.  Lippitt,  Charles  Briggs,  William  W.  Heb- 
bard,  Herman  Snow,  F.  A.  Whitney,  D.  W.  Stevens, 
and  J.  K.  Waite.  George  Osgood  supplied  from 
Nov.  16,  1851,  to  Jan.  2G,  1852.  From  that  time  to 
the  middle  of  April,  Josiuh  K.  Waite,  Warren  Burton, 
Samuel  F.  Clark,  Solon  W.  Bush,  and  Charles  Briggs 
supplied  the  pulpit. 

Itcv.  George  Faber  Clark,  after  the  society  had 
heard  some  twenty  candidates,  more  or  less,  com- 
menced preaching  April  18, 1852.  He  remained  four 
Sundays.  Rev.  N.  Whitman,  in  accordance  with  a 
previous  arrangement,  preached  tlie  last  three  Sun- 
days of  May. 

Mr.  Clark  returned  on  the  Ist  of  June  to  fulfill  an 
engagement  of  four  weeks  more.  On  the  2Gth  of 
June,  1852,  having  preached  here  seven  Sundays,  the 
parish  "voted  unanimously  to  invite  the  Bev.  George 
F.  Clark  to  settle  with  said  society  as  their  teacher 
and  pastor."  He  accepted  the  call,  and  was  installed 
Aug.  11,  1852,  and  remained  until  Aug.  3, 1861. 

In  addition  to  his  duties  as  pastor  he  found  time  to 
indulge  in  other  literary  pursuits,  and  in  1859  be 
wrote  an  elaborate  "  History  of  Norton,"  which  is  an 
invaluable  contribution  to  the  historic  literature  of 
New  England.  He  was  also  town  clerk  of  Norton 
from  1858  to  1861. 

Rev.  George  Faber  Clark  was  the  twelfth  child  and 
eighth  son  of  Jonas  and  Mary  (Twitchel)  Chirk,  of 
Dublin,  N.  II.,  and  was  born  Feb.  24,  1817.  Ho  was 
the  grandson  of  William  and  Sarah  (Ijocke)  Clark,  of 
Townsend,  Mass.,  great-grandson  of  William  and 
Eunice  (Taylor)  (Mark,  of  Townsend,  and  the  grcat- 
great-^^raiidson  of  Samuel  Clark  (whose  wife  wais  Ite- 
becca  Nichols?),  who  settled  at  Concord,  Miuss.,  alnrnt 
the  year  1G80,  and  who  was  probably  born  in  Ix>ndon, 
and  came  to  America  with  his  father  about  1G60,  when 
a  small  boy. 

The  molher  of  Rev.  G.  F.  Clark  was  the  daughter 
of  Abel  Twitchel,  of  Dublin,  N.  II.,  who  wjis  the  son 
of  .loHeph  and  Dehorali  (Fairbanks)  Twitchel,  of 
Shcrborn,  Mass.,  grantison  of  Joseph  and  Elizaibeth 
(liolbrook)  Twitchel,  ol*  Slierborn,  great-gramison 
of  Joseph  and  Lydia  Twitchel,  of  Sherborn,  great- 
great-grandson  of  iienjamin  and  Mary  Twitchel,  of 
Sherborn  and  Lancaster,  antl  great-great-great-grand- 
son of  Joseph  Twitchel,  who  probably  came  from  Dor- 
setshire, England,  about  1()38,  and  settled  at  Dorches- 


niiled  to  tlie  freeman's  onlh 


t«r,  iSam.,  nnd 
HHf  14, 1634. 

Joniui  Clark,  the  fnllier  of  tlie  Buliject  of  this  Btetch, 
yitig  A  clothier  by  trnde,  nnd  built  the  lirat  clothier's 
shop  or  rulling-nii1l  in  Dublin.  N.  H. 

In  the  excellent  nnd  Homevrhnt  relchrntc^I  commnn 
schooln  of  Ihflt  town  Bov.  Mr.  Clnrk  wns  eihicnted  till 
his  fifteenth  year.  He  subsequently  entered  PhillipB 
Exeter  Acnilemy,  And  Inter  the  Thcologicni  Depnrt- 
Dient  of  IlnrvRrd,  from  which  he  grndunted  in  1846. 

The  following  have  prenchcd  here  since  Mr.  ClHrk  : 
Bev.  Daniel  8.  C.  M.  Potkr,  of  West  UridEewnter, 
rrom  Mnjr  11,  18i;3,  and  clo«cd  July  1,  18G0;  Rev. 
Iwnc  Kelsn,  of  Dighton,  from  Oct.  23, 18(1!>,  lowinter 
(if  1870;  Rev.  John  H.  Willnr.l,  of  Btill  Itiver,  from 
Blarch  28,  1870,  to  fall  of  1S71 ;  Itev.  J.  E.  Brnee,  of 
Mnrion,  fall,  1871,  to  Mnrch,]872;  cnndi dates  from 
March,  1872,  to  1873;  Rct.  S.  C.  Beach,  of  Cliarlea- 
"lowii,  pnstnr  from  March,  1873,  to  Jan.  1.  1876;  Rev. 
.7.  M.Trnst,  of  New  Salem,  prcacliod  from  January 
to  Mnreh,  1876;  Rev.  L,  W.  Manning,  of  Digliton, 
from  September,  1876,  lo  July  I,  1880 ;  Rot.  W.  H. 
Iteeby,  of  Digbton,  from  March,  1881,  present  pas- 
tor. 

The  first  church  cdiliro  wa«  erected  in  1710,  nnd 
mBK  nccupied  until  1703,  when  the  second  house  of 
womhip  nns  erected,  and  dedicated  Jnniinrj  3d  of  the 
same  year. 

Tlie  rnto  bill  for  building  the  lirat  linunc  contains 
the  following  names :  George  Leonard,  Snmuell  Brint- 
nell,  Samuell  Hodges,  John  Cob,  John  Smith,  Sol- 
vnnis  CnmbcU,  Nathnnicll  Fisher,  Andrew  Grovier, 
Rphreim  Omvier,  Thomas  Grovier,  Nathaniell 
Jlodgcs,  John  Hodges,  Thomas  Slcvens,  Kliezcr  My, 
Elicner.cr  Kdy,  Benjamin  Newland,  Robert  Tucker, 
Kicholns  White,  John  Andrews,  John  Skiner,  John 
Hall,  Joseph  Brigs,  Richard  Brigs,  Elieiier  Fisher, 
Inrnell  Fisher,  Benjamin  Williams,  John  Wethnrcll, 
William  Wetlmrell,  John  Austin.  Nicholas  Smith, 
John  Brigs,  Jr.,  John  Caswell,  Benjamin  Caswell, 
John  Newland,  Beth  Dorman,  Joreminb  Wetherelt, 
Joseph  Klint,  William  Hodges,  Malhew  White, 
Bphrcim  Sheldon,  Isaac Shapnrd,  William  Wetbnrell, 
Jr.,  John  Brigs,  Sr.,  Daniel  Brarann,  John  Lane, 
Peter  Aldricb,  Nathnnicll  Hervey. 

The  following  wns  voted  concerning  the  second 
meeting-house; 

N..I.  W.  n63,  ll.«  rtfh  "  V..1&1  UiKt  Ih*  lUmKng  ComlllB  Shnll 
tekfHn'jf  OiKin«lUnclii>ii»,  iiKl  kMp  It  luklMind  nKn  nul  IhHiK 


I>«.H,lTsn,  llwu"VaUdlnSDn>»ni<i<'linrih-  Bmr  lii  Iho  itiMt- 
litK-hnnwiB  lannkK  Wi  ima  Thrkof  Ihstiion'ianil  woman '■  Bol;  ol 
S>iB,*iMl  i  m  dT  pan  In  Il»  llnck  of  Iha  fienl  rtlorr" 

March  IS.  ITSt.  tt  «u  -  VoU-l  IImI  ono-ILIiii  jmrtot  tl>s  (rant  Qmltty 

JuuS.ITSf.-ValodlonntlxBronnrl  fat  pent  on  t1»  buk-ilde  ol 
•Iriemltrr*.  txetft  Klanl  iti  ar  •s>rn  fral  nl  Ihr  huk^oniar  for  na- 

Tbis  house  whs  occupied  nnlil  Jan.  9,  1836,  when 
the  present  church  edifice  was  dedicntod.    The  caove- 


nent  for  the  erection  of  the  new  church  commenced 
n  March,  1834,  and  September  27th  same  year  it  was 


ifhifd  hj  Hn  Pmldj  llowen 


Mrs.  Bowen  gave  the  laud  and  all  the  timber  for  the 
house,  on  condition  that  it  should  be  cut  and  carried 
from  her  land  according  to  her  particular  directions. 
The  present  house  has  been  several  times  repaired. 

Dkacohb. — The  deacons  of  the  church  have  been 
ns  follows:  Nicholas  White,  John  Briggs,  John 
llriggs  (2d),  Joseph  Hodges,  John  Andrews,  Benjamin 
Hodges,  Benjamin  Copeland,  Samuel  Dean,  Benja- 
min Pearson,  Seth  Smith,  Asa  Copeland,  Lysandcr 
Makepeace,  Daniel  Lane,  Stillman  Smith,  Almond 
Tucker,  A.  D.  Hunt. 

The  Trinitarian  Conf^egation^  Church.'— This 
church,  comprising  twenty-two  members,  eleven  of 
whom  withdrew  from  the  original  church  in  this  place, 
wns  organir.ed  and  orderly  recognized  by  an  ecclesins- 
ticnl  council  April  3,  1832. 

Their  first  and  subsequent  meetings  for  prayer  and 
conference  were  held  in  the  east  front  room  of  the 
dwelling  and  present  residence  of  Mrs.  Eliza  B. 
Whcalon,  and  their  Sabbath  assemblies  in  h  hall  that 
stood  noar  the  spot  where  now  is  the  store  of  Mnynard 
Ncwcomb.  For  a  time  tliese  services  were  conducted 
by  clergymen  from  abroad,  including  members  of  the 
"Taunton  and  Vicinity  Association,"  who  each  gave 
a  Sabbath  service,  and  others,  and  previous  to  the  or- 
ganization of  the  church  by  Dr.  Lyman  Beocher,  of 
Boston,  Dr.  Richard  S.  Storra,  of  Braintree,  and  Rev. 
John  West,  of  Taunton.  ' 

As  the  weeks  passed  by  they  were  much  encour- 
aged. Considerable  accessions  were  made  to  their 
number,  and  the  Sabbatli  congr^ation  steadily  in- 
creased. They  decided  at  once  to  secure  as  soon  aa 
possible  a  gospel  minister  who  should  live  among 
them,  and  lo  build  a  meeting-house.' 

The  means  to  build  were  obtained  by  the  self-sacri- 
ficing contributions  of  all  of  them,  by  tlie  aid  to  some 
extent  of  friends  from  abroad,  nnd  es)>ecially  by  the 
generous  and  large  giOs  of  the  Hon.  Laban  Wheaton, 
and  of  his  son,  the  Hon.  Laban  M.  Wheaton,  to  whom 
and  their  families  this  church  has  ever  been  under 
obligations  of  gratitude  for  their  liberal  and  olt-re- 
peated  benefactions.  The  building  lot,  one  of  the 
finest  locations  in  the  village,  was  given,  and  a  neat 
and  comely  meeting-house  erected.  This  house  wns 
dedicated  on  the  Isl  day  of  January,  1834,  Dr.  R.  S. 
Siorrs,  of  Braintree,  preaching  the  sermon  from  the 
text.  "  Behold,  a  king  shall  reign  in  rigbteousocsB,  and 
princes  shall  rule  in  judgment.  And  a  man  shall  be 
as  an  hiding-place  from  tlie  wind,  and  a  covert  from 
the  tempest;  as  rivers  of  water  in  a  dry  place,  as  the 
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shadow  of  a  great  rock  in  a  weary  land."  (laaiah 
xxxii.  1  and  2.)  The  prayer  of  dedication  was  offered 
by  Rev.  Erastus  Maltby,  of  Taunton. 

That  year  the  Wheaton  Seminary  was  founded, 
and  its  interests  have  been  from  the  first  closely  re- 
lated and  identified  with  this  church  and  congrega- 
tion. Two  years  later,  in  1836,  it  became  necessary 
to  enlarge  the  meeting-house,  and  this  was  done  by 
extending  its  length  about  one-thinl.  ' 

This  house,  for  the  time  in  which  it  was  built,  was 
finished  and  furnished  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  a 
cultivated  taste,  and  as  befitted  the  house  of  God. 
In  the  basement  there  was  a  large  vestry  for  the 
Sabbath-Bchool,  and  for  prayer  and  conference  meet- 
ings, and  other  rooms  conveniently  arrangeil  for 
variouH  social  uses  and  occasions.  Various  improve- 
ments on  the  edifice  itself  and  in  its  furnishings  were 
made  from  time  to  time.  A  belfry  and  spire,  after 
^  the  fashion  of  the  time,  surmounting  the  roof  at  the 
west  end,  were  biiilt,  and  a  fine-toned  bell  of  a  net 
weight  of  twelve  hundred  pounds,  cast  to  order  at  the 
foundry  of  Holbrook  &  Son,  East  Medway,  was  sup- 
plied. Carpets,  pew  cushions,  new  and  improved 
facilities  for  heating  and  other  furnishings  were  ob- 
tained as  they  were  needed  or  desired  for  greater 
comfort  or  convenience.  In  1851,  by  donation  or 
purchase,  all  the  pews  which  were  previously  owned 
by  individuals  became  the  property  of  the  church,  to 
be  held  free  to  all  or  annually  rented  for  the  support 
of  church  services.  An  excellent  organ  from  the 
manufactory  of  Simmons  &  Co.,  Boston,  was  obtained 
the  same  year  and  given  to  the  church  by  Mrs.  E.  B. 
Wlieaton.  Ten  sheds  for  the  protection  of  horses 
and  carriages  were  also  erected  the  same  year  and 
given  to  the  church  by  the  Hon.  Laban  M.  Wheaton, 
to  be  annually  rented  as  the  pews. 

In  1878  a  neat  and  attractive  chapel,  formerly  the 
gymnasium  of  Wheaton  Seminary,  was  finished,  ad- 
joining tlie  church  edifice,  and  on  the  day  of  its  ded- 
ication, the  18th  of  September,  was  given  to  the 
church  by  Mrs.  E.  B.  Wheaton.  The  sermon  on  this 
occasion  was  by  Rev.  H.  K.  Craig,  of  Falmouth,  a 
former  minister  of  the  church,  and  the  dedicatory 
prayer  was  by  Rev.  W.  N.  T.  Dean,  the  acting  min- 
ister. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1882,  in  a  communication  to 
the  cliurch,  they  were  tenderly  informed  that  it  was 
in  the  heart  of  her  who  had  so  often  bestowed  liberal 
gifts  for  their  benefit  to  make  some  changes  and  im- 
provements in  the  church  and  chapel  edifices,  and 
she  asked  permission  to  carry  out  the  benevolent  de- 
sire of  her  heart,  with  the  counsel  and  advice  of  those 
whom  she  might  choose.  This  request  so  modestly 
made  comprehended  much.  Few  knew  the  largeness 
of  its  meaning.  It  was  of  course  gratefully  and  unan- 
imously granted. 

After  consultation  and  consideration,  a  ])ran  and 
specifications,  dra\^n  by  Stephen  0.  Earle,  architect,  of 
Worcester,  Mass.,  were  adopted.  Contracts  were  maile, 


and  the  work  completed.  The  renovated  chapel  was 
reopened  and  dedicated  by  special  services  on  Sunday 
evening,  Nov.  26, 1882 ;  sermon  by  the  pastor  from 
the  text,  "At  the  gate  which  is  called  Beautiful." 
(Acts  iii.  1-10.)  The  church  was  completed  ready  for 
occupancy  and  was  dedicated  on  Sunday^  Dec  17, 
1882,  the  other  congregations  in  town,  witli  their  imls- 
tora,  uniting  in  tlie  service,  and  the  pastor  preaching 
from  the  text,  **  This  is  none  other  but  the  house  of 
Qod,  and  this  is  the  gate  of  heaven."  (Qenesis  xxviii. 
17.)  Previous  to  the  sermon  the  property  was  pre- 
sented to  the  church  in  the  following  comoiunica- 
tion : 

**  3b  Ok  TrbtUariim  Qmgrfgatbmal  Okmrck  o/  NwUm  : 

**Dkar  CiiHitfTiAM  Kkiicmm,— Having  obtained  your  |ionul«ion  kat 
Marcli  fur  making  tucli  clwugM  m  I  aliuulU  mm  fit  lu  uur  diurvb  attd 
chapel,  and  at  a  later  Ume  Inclodlug  the  organ  lu  this  pwmll,  aHer 
unlooked  fur  delay,  I  am  now  permitted,  tUruugli  tlie  dlTlne  Ueedng, 
to  return  to  you  the  property  remodeled,  all  of  whlcli  I  tnut  you  wlU 
find  Bufllcleutly  improved  to  oompeiuiate  for  the  liioonveuiencoa  to  which' 
you  have  been  eiilOected. 

**  These  Improvementa  with  fnniiehiugB  complete— together  with  out- 
side repain  in  etiede  and  grounds,  pollclea  of  ioaurance,  and  a  deed  of 
land  auinclent  for  your  wuuta — 1  give  to  you  in  the  name  of  yuar  dea> 
cons,  JeMo  U.  Blundiu  and  David  R.  Winter,  and  their  mioce«on  in 
ufflce,  for  your  use  and  benefit  forever. 

'*  In  furuiiihing  a  tower  clock  (ttiough  given  to  yoa)  I  liaT«  liad  a 
special  deaire  to  graUfy  the  citlsens  of  Norton. 

"In  the  early  progress  of  the  work  the  architect  asked  if  I  should 
have  a  memorial  window.  I  replied,  *  No,  for  all  I  am  doing  ia  meiBO- 
rial  work.' 

**  Yet  I  do  not  claim  this  as  a  Memorial  (%urch,  for  should  I,  there 
are  timltem  left  in  the  church  edifice  and  foundation-stonee  tliat  might 
appropriately  claim  a  loving  rpmenibriince  fur  uuiuy  oUiom  wku  helped 
build  tliiit  house  who  long  Hluce  piumed  away. 

**  When  the  tower  ch>ck  strikes  out  its  clear,  sweet  strokes  fur  the 
hours,  I  am  plvaMiutly  reminded  that  they  fall  on  the  bell  preaunted  by 
my  lamented  filuther  Wheutoii  suniq  furty  six  yearsugu. 

**ln  this  gift  I  wibh  moat  devoutly  tu  Juin  yuu  in  ufffring  It  tu  the 
Lord,  praying  that  tliruugli  it  Ilo  may  bo  greatly  honored. 

"  Youm,  lu  Cliribliun  lovo, 

"Kl.IXA  B.  WUKATOX. 

"NouTON,  Dcc.16,  1882." 

The  day  waa  one  of  the  pleasantest ;  the  audience 
was  large,  filling  the  house  completely,  and  the  ser- 
vices, in  which  all  the  ministers  of  the  town  partici- 
pated, were  impressive  and  satisfactory. 

The  church  had  been  lengthened  about  ten  feet  at 
each  end,  and  with  its  new  tower  and  spire  and  its 
new  roof  is  virtually  a  now  building,  the  interior 
above  the  basement  being  entirely  new.  The  cliu|>el 
had  been  but  slightly  changed  in  itself,  but  was 
moved  to  a  new  location,  so  that  its  length,  which 
was  parallel  with  that  of  the  church,  is  now  at  right 
angles  to  it,  and  an  additional  building  had  been 
made  connecting  the  two.  The  principal  entrances 
of  the  church  are  at  the  west  end,  two  steps  up  from 
the  ground,  with  a  large  step  of  cut  granite  at  each 
entrance.  Inside  the  vc:>tibule  easy  flights  of  stairs, 
with  a  landing  midway,  lead  to  the  main  floor,  which 
maintains  its  old  position  about  five  or  six  feet  above 
the  ground.  In  the  vestibule  there  is  also  a  flight  of 
steps  opposite  each  entrance  leading  to  the  basement, 
which,  with  the  exception  of  new  windows  and  gen- 
eral rcitairs,  remains  as  it  was,  being  devoted  to  the 
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healing  apparatus,  etc,  and  rooms  for  social  use  on 
OGcaaion.  A  stairway  in  the  tower  leads  from  the 
veetibulo  to  the  gallery  over  it,  and  other  stnirs  lead 
on  up  to  tlie  clock-room  and  bell-deck.  The  old  bell 
does  service  in  the  new  tower,  and  in  addition  to  its 
Ibnner  duties  now  notes  each  passing  hour  in  connec- 
tion with  the  four-dial  Howard  clock.  The  vestibule 
occupies  the  addition  at  the  front  end,  and  that  at  the 
east  end  is  devoted  to  the  platform.  By  means  of 
these  additions  the  entire  floor  as  it  was  is  given  to  the 
auditorium.  At  the  north  end  of  the  platform  is  the 
organ,  practically  a  new  instrument,  having  been  en- 
tirely rebuilt  by  E.  L.  Holbrook,  of  East  Medway. 
It  has  a  front  of  wood  pipes  on  the  side  towards  the 
congregation,  and  metal  ones  richly  decorated  with 
gold  on  the  side  towards  the  platform.  On  this  side 
is  placed  the  key-board,  and  directly  adjacent  the 
choir.  At  the  south  end  of  the  platform  the  pastor's 
room  occupies  a  space  similar  in  dimensions  and 
arcliitc<ttural  treatment  to  tliat  taken  by  tlio  organ. 
The  old  slightly-arched  ceiling  has  been  superseded 
l^  the  full  semicircular  new  one.  This  carries  the 
finished  space  up  into  the  roof  so  as  to  expose  the 
timber- work,  which  consists  of  three  trusses,  each  of 
a  tie-beam,  which  makes  the  diameter  of  the  ceiling 
curve,  and  three  other  beams  on  radii  of  that  curve. 
These  trusses  are  finished  with  California  red-wood, 
of  which  also  are  the  pews  and  finish  of  the  church 
generally,  though  cherry  has  been  used  for  the  pulpit, 
ministers'  seats,  and  communion-table,  the  top  of  the 
latter  being  of  St.  Alban's  red  marble.  The  windows 
are  of  rolled  cathedral  glass  in  colors,  and  that  above 
the  platform  is  a  specially  rich  design.  The  walls 
and  ceilings  throughout  both  the  church  and  chapel 
are  decorated  in  oil  by  Philip  A.  Butler,  artist,  of 
Boston.  The  decoration  is  rich  in  color,  though  the 
treatment  is  very  simple  and  in  excellent  taste.  The 
pews  are  fitted  up  with  patent  elastic  cushions,  covered 
with  dark  maroon  damask,  and  made  by  Osterman 
A  Son,  of  New  York.  Tlie  upholstery  of  the  pulpit 
and  ministers'  seats  has  plush  covering  of  a  similar 
color.  The  building  is  heated  by  Magee  furnaces  in 
tlie  basement,  and  is  brilliantly  lighted  with  gas,  fM 
is  also  the  cha|>e1,  by  means  of  a  Walworth  gas-ma- 
chine. The  gas-fixtures  are  of  dark  bronze,  and  were 
made  by  Boilings  &  Co.,  of  Boston. 

The  chapel,  always  a  pleasant  room,  is  made  more 
BO  by  its  new  |>osition,  and  particularly  by  the  color 
given  to  the  walls  and  ceiling.  Between  the  church 
and  chapel  a  new  section  is  built,  which  contains  a 
parlor  or  infant  class-room,  fifteen  by  twenty  feet,  con- 
necting by  wide  doors  with  the  chapel ;  a  small  vesti- 
bule on  the  east  connects  with  the  chapel  and  parlor, 
and  a  larger  porch  or  vestibule  with  a  western  entrance. 
The  latter  also  serves  as  a  library-room,  and  is  fur- 
nished with  a  handsome  roller  front  book-case  made 
by  Smith  &  Co.,  Boston.  From  this  room  is  an  en- 
trance to  the  church  and  pastor's  room,  and  a  flight 
of  stairs  leads  directly  to  the  kitchen  in  the  basement. 


New  carpets,  new  hymn-books,  etc.,  and  a  new  silver- 
plated  communion  service  of  a  rich  design  complete 
the  equipment. 

The  contractors  and  builders  were  Mead,  Mason  & 
Co.,  Boston,  Mr.  G.  W.  Myers,  foreman.  The  work 
was  under  the  care  and  general  supervision  of  the 
architect,  Mr.  8.  C.  Ekirle,  of  Worcester,  but  back  of 
it  all  the  loving  heart,  patient  spirit,  painstaking  and 
wise  judgment  of  Mrs.  Wheaton,  who  with  a  marvel- 
ous strength  and  devotion  regarded  and  carried  every 
detail  of  her  generous  undertaking.  And  all  employed 
in  the  work  were  animated  by  a  pride  to  do  their  best, 
and  by  an  oft-expressed  appreciation  of  the  self-deny- 
ing spirit  and  noble  beneficence  of  the  Christian 
woman  who  was  providing  for  the  people  she  loved 
this  costly  benefit. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  several  ministers  and 
pastors  of  this  church,  with  the  dates  of  their  terms 
of  service : 

Itev.  Spencer  F.  Beard,  1882-35 ;  Rev.  Cyrus  W. 
Allen,  installed  July  8,  1885,  dismissed  March  1, 
1842;  Bev.  Homer  Barrows,  1842-45;  Rev.  William 
Barrows,  ordained  Sept.  4,  1845,  dismissed  June  4, 
1850 ;  Rev.  Franklin  Holmes,  ordained  Sept.  15, 1852, 
dismissed  Dec.  20,  1859;  Rev,  Samuel  Beane,  in- 
stalled Sept.  2G,  18G0,  died  May  8,  1865;  Rev.  Henry 
C.  Fay,  1865-68 ;  Rev.  H.  K.  Craig,  1869-71 ;  Rev. 
T.  Atkinson,  1872-75 ;  Rev.  W,  N.  T.  Dean,  1876-81 ; 
Rev.  James  P.  Lane,  installed  Jan.  10, 1882. 

The  original  members  were  Nathan  Perry,  Leavit 
Bates,  Hannah  Bates,  Lysander  Makepeace,  Sarah 
Makepeace,  John  Patten,  Nancy  Patten,  Phebe  Pat- 
ten, Lydia  Shepard,  Elizabeth  Briggs,  Rhoda  Lo- 
thrope,  Jesse  Blandin,  Laban  M.  Wheaton,  Eliza  B. 
Wheaton,  Josiah  King,  Clarissa  King,  Mason  Stone, 
Abigail  M.  Stone,  Harriet  Patten,  Polly  Ooodwin, 
Allen  Tucker,  Emma  Field. 

The  Baptist  Church.— The  old  Baptist  Church,  the 
first  in  tills  town,  was  organized  in  1761.  The  fol- 
lowing are  extracts  from  the  early  records : 

**  March  ye  6,  I761.--Klder  Wllltlun  Gupeiiter  wim  iMpClaad  by  In- 
meraion  bjr  Klder  Biioknt,  mid  lit  ttie  nOM  Ub»  PMieao*  Cook  wm  bftp- 
Uied  bjr  immenion.'* 

**  Miiroh  je  IS,  1761 .~ At »  ohnrch  niMUnff  held  In  Morton  after  eolemn 
prayer  to  God,  [and]  after  eoina  dlaeonrae  on  many  polnla,  the  eharoh  by 
▼ote  ai\}oamed  ye  ed  me**tlnff  Ull  March  ye  84.** 

**  March  ye  84^  1761.— Ye  Chareh  met,  aad  aftar  ofwnlng  ye  BieeUng 
by  eolemn  prayer  to  Ood, — 

"FIret,  ye  Clinrcb  roted  ttie  Oonfemlon  of  Faith  and  Gbrenant  of  the 
lUiptlstOonetltntlon.  Tlien  a  number  elgned  ed  OoTeoant,  tIi^  William 
Oarpenter,  John  Finney,  Prter  Soalard,  Q«friiom  Qunbell,  Daniel  Nllee, 
Kben  Jon«a,  Jabet  llrlggw,  Abigail  Anetin,  Saimh  Oambell,  I*aUence 
Oook,  Mary  Jones,  Mary  Pliilllpe. 

**2nd.  The  Chnrch  made  freeh  choice  of  William  Oarpenter  to  be  the 
elder  of  thli  Clinrch. 

**3,  The  Church  Toted  that  the  first  of  April  shoald  be  the  di^  for  to 
set  apart  our  Pastor  to  the  work  of  the  ministry  In  the  Baptist  Oonstl- 
tatlon,  and  to  send  to  the  Baptist  Churches  In  MIddleborough  (rls.) 
Elder  Backus  and  BIder  Hinds/* 

*«  April  ye  1, 1761.— Mr.  William  Carpenter  was  set  apart  to  the  work 
of  the  ministry  and  Church,  [and]  setUed  In  the  gospel  order  In  the  Bap- 
tist Oonstltntlon,  by  Elders  Backus  and  Hinds,  Elden  of  the  Baptist 
Churches  In  MIddleboro*,  with  their  assistance  firom  sd  churrhcs,  by 
fiutlng  and  prayer  and  the  laylng-on  of  bands,  giving  his  charge  and 
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the  right  hand  of  fellowahip.    [The  nne  dnj]  DeiuU^b  Bmlth,  Miury 
Finney,  Mary  Puick  (f),  and  Tablth*  Bilsgt,  signed  the  oovenaDt.** 

This  cliurch  was  realty  the  continuation  of  the  dis- 
senting church,  or  rather  those  who  left  ^he  First 
Church  during  the  ministry  of  Rev.  Mr.  Avery. 

The  old  church  was  dissolved  Oct.  13,  1835,  and  on 
the  same  day  the  present  church  was  organized,  and 
the  pastors  have  been  as  follows:  Revs.  Henry  C. 
Coombs,  Nathan  Chapman,  Samuel  J.  Carr,  John 
Holbrook,  John  C.  Bowen,  William  Read,  H,  C. 
Coombs,*  S.  A.  Collins,*  John  J.  Bronson,  F.  H.  Mil- 
ler, Seth  Ewer,  Nathan  Chapman,  Washington  L. 
Coburn,  William  A.  A.'Millerd,  John  Blaine,  Isaac 
Smith,  George  Carpenter,  J.  H.  Tilton,  Charles  F. 
Nicholson,  William  S.  Walker. 

Wesleyan  Methodist  Church.— This  church  was 
organized  May  3,  1850,  with  the  following  members: 
Rev.  S.  P.  Snow,  Maria  J.  Snow,  Joseph  Snow,  Nancy 
Snow,  David  Cummings,  Roxellana  R.  Cummings, 
Albert  S.  Tucker,  Abigail  Tucker,  Jonathan  J. 
Stanley,  Polly  Jones.  The  first  pastor  was  Rev.  S. 
P.  Snow.  Their  house  was  dedicated  May  8,  1854, 
with  appropriate  services,  by  Rev.  J.  W.  Horton,  of 
Taunton ;  Rev.  William  H.  Brewster,  of  Lowell ; 
Rev.  G.  Clark,  of  Attleborough ;  and  Rev.  S.  P.  Snow, 
the  pastor.  Rev.  Mr.  Snow  continued  his  labors  as 
pastor  until  April,  1854,  when  Lewis  P.  Atwood,  a 
licentiate,  was  engaged  to  labor  with  them  one  year. 
In  April,  1855,  Rev.  John  A.  Gibson  commenced  his 
labors  among  them.  He  remained  till  April,  1858, 
and  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  James  Dixon,  who  re- 
mained from  1858-61;  Rev.  George  Wallace,  1861 
-64  ;  Rev.  R.  H.Cobb,  1864-65;  Rev.  Lowell  Parker, 
1865-66;  Rev.  George  W.  Wallace,  1866-67;  Rev. 
Guardiner Clark,  1867, six  months;  Rev.  John  Braley, 
1867,  six  months;  Rev.  Lowell  Parker,  from  1868-69; 
Rev.  John  Blanchard,  Rev.  Reuben  Cook;  between 
1869  and  1875  not  steady  preaching;  Rev.  Thomas 
Brown,  1875-76;  Rev.  A.  R.  Bradley,  1876-78;  Rev. 
W.  N.  T.  Dean,  1878-80;  Rev.  Byron  Williams,  1880 
-81 ;  Rev.  J.  P.  Lane,  1881-83. 

Methodist  Episcopal  Church.' — About  the  year 
1874,  Rev.  E.  D.  Hall,  pastor  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  in  East  Attleborough,  began  hold- 
ing meetings  in  the  part  of  Norton  around  Lane's 
Station.  These  meetings  were  held  in  private  houses, 
in  the  depot  building,  and  in  the  first  jewelry-shop, 
since  destroyed  by  fire.  A  Sunday-school  was  organ- 
ized, and  Brother  Freeman  Robbins,  of  Attleborough, 
acted  as  superintendent.  The  interest  continued  and 
increased.  Rev.  Mr.  Gowan,  successor  to  Mr.  Hall, 
continued  the  work,  and  at  length  it  was  decided  to 
build  a  house  for  the  worship  of  God.  This  was  con- 
sidered a  great  undertaking,  but  was  finally  accom- 
plished by  the  energy  and  self-sacrificing  spirit  of  the 
people.  It  would  be  unfair  to  the  smaller  contribu- 
tors to  give  the  names  of  the  larger  ones,  for  many 
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gave  just  as  cheerfully  from  their  tmall  meant  u 
others  did  from  their  larger  ones.  Perhaps  from  the 
divine  point  of  view  they  are  equal.  It  is  pleasant 
to  find  on  the  old  subscription  papers  evidence  that 
the  giving  was  not  circumscribed  by  denominational 
lines.  The  builder  of  the  chapel  was  Mr.  John  Har- 
vey. Work  was  begun  in  November,  1875,  and  the 
house  was  dedicated  to  the  worship  of  Ood  in  Febru- 
ary, 1876.  The  building  is  small  and  plain  but  neat^ 
and  dedicated  free  from  debt.  Several  ministers  were 
present.  The  sermon  was  preached  by  Rev.  J.  W. 
Willett.  A  collection  was  taken  by  Rev.  £.  D.  Hall. 
At  first  those  in  this  neighborhood  who  became  mem- 
bers  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  were  recorded 
on  the  books  of  the  Attleborough  Church.  At  the 
session  of  the  Providence  (now  New  England  South- 
ern) Conference  in  1876,  R.  T.  Stevenson,  a  student 
in  the  theological  school  of  Boston  University,  was 
appointed  to  supply  the  work  at  Lane's  Station. 

On  June  10,  1876,  a  separate  church  organization 
was  effecteil.  On  July  28,  1876,  Rev.  George  W. 
Brewster,  presiding  elder  of  the  district,  held  the 
first  Quarterly  Conference  of  the  new  church.  Since 
then  it  has  been  a  regular  appointment  of  the  Oon- 
ference,  though  u  snnill  one.  The  small  size  of  the 
church  has  rendered  it  unable  to  always  secure  the 
services  of  a  resident  pastor,  and  hence  there  have 
been  more  frequent  changes  of  the  pastoral  relation 
than  would  have  been  produced  by  the  system  of 
Methodism  alone.  Most  of  the  preachers  have  been 
students  in  the  theological  school  at  Boston.  The 
following  have  held  the  relation  of  preacher  in 
charge:  R.  T.  Stevenson,  Francis  M.  Kirgan,  W. 
D.  Gray,  W.  N.  Groome.  At  the  Conference  session 
of  1881,  M.  F.  Colburn,  a  graduate  of  the  theological 
school  and  member  of  the  Conference,  was  appointed 
as  resident  pastor.  His  health  failing  after  a  few 
months  Jie  retired,  and  George  II.  Trever,  of  the 
theological  school,  completed  the  year.  At  the  Con- 
ference session  of  1882,  Frank  S.  Townsend,  then  a 
student  in  Wesle/an  University,  Middletown,  Conn., 
was  appointed  as  resident  pastor,  and  continued  his 
labors  through  the  year. 

At  present  the  society  consists  of  thirty-seven 
members  and  three  probationers.  An  interesting 
Sunday-school,  with  an  average  attendance  of  forty, 
is  maintained.  The  situation  of  the  church,  it  being 
some  distance  from  any  other,  brings  into  attendance 
and  sympathy  with  it  some  Christians  of  other  de- 
nominations who  do  not  choose  to  unite  as  members. 
It  is  a  power  for  good  in  it,s  community,  and  the  earn- 
est prayer  of  itb  members  is  that  it  may  continue  as 
a  beacon-light  of  ever-increasing  radiance. 

A  Catholic  Church  was  built  in  this  town  in 
18G5.  The  church  has  never  had  a  settled  pastor, 
but  was  in  the  Taunton  parish  nine  years,  and  in  the 
North  Attleborough  parish  nine  years,  and  wiu  sup- 
plied with  preaching  from  these  parishes. 

Educational. — Not  only  did  the  pioneers  of  Nor- 
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ton  early  interest  themselves  in  religions  matters,  but 
the  cause  of  education  also  early  received  their  atten- 
tion.   As  early  as  April  28,  1719, 


eliolii  of  ThfunM  Skinner,  Sen^  to  lie  Uiare  BonotniM- 
UTt  Mid  to  iMflnn  at  y  Sitt  dny  of  Jane,  1710,  and  to  eonUna  one  quM^ 
l«a  aad  hie  eatery  not  to  Kxenid  two  poande  for  eaid  quarter.** 

In  1791,  Patience  Leach  was  the  schoolmistress,  at 
a  salary  of  three  shillings  per  week.  Jonathan  Hunt 
boarded  the  schoolmistress,  and  received  three  shil- 
lings per  week.    Abigail  Morcy  taught  in  1792. 

**  Maj  13, 1710.— The  town  raade  choice  uf  Jeremiah  BwMntt  for  to  be 
Scealawater ;  a,  aeeordlngly,  he  have  agreed  ft  excepted  »f  the  eeme  for 
one  qvartar  of  a  year,  after  the  Rate  of  thirty  ponnde  Per  year.— one- 
tMrd  Mon^,  the  other  two>thlrde  other  pay.  flnt  beginning  at  the 
faMIe  Meetlng-hoaee,  the  eeool  to  be  moving,  If  continued  the  other 
part  of  the  year.  theMonnd  qnarterlln  bo]  at  that  iiart  of  the  town 
callad  ScotUlo;  and  the  third  quarter  Uking  In  Tlamp*s  ft  Whlte'e  and 
Sklnaerli  naiborhood;  and  the  fonrth  qnarter  at  WInnaconlck.** 

Tliis  practice  of  "  moving"  the  school,  as  it  was 
termed,  continued  for  several  years,  most  probably 
till  the  town  was  redistrictcd. 

'*Ang.  14, 1721. — At  a  towne-meeting  Legally  warned  [for  that  par> 
poaa],  elioae  Jeremiab  He»et  to  be  8eho(>lemaeter  to  Keep  Schoole  In  ed. 
towae  one  year  next  eneeolng;  and  ed.  Baeeett  li  to  have  thirty  Poande 
la  yo  Prodoee  of  ye  town,  at  the  Price  allready  Sett** 

June  20,  1728,  at  a  legal  town-meeting,  it  was — 

**  Voted  that  Simeon  Wetherell  ehall  bo  eehoolmaeter  to  keep  echool 
at  hie  father^  or  his  one  honeo,  to  teech  children  to  Reed,  Right,  and 
dftPT,  for  one  quarter  of  a  year  next  efter  the  l^aet  of  anguet  next;  and 
tlio  eelretmen  ehall  agree  with  ed.  Wetherell  for  hli  scnrlce,  and  he  is 
t«i  lie  Paid  In  ye  Pmdnce  of  ye  towno.  8d.  Wetherell  nliall  Keep  School 
•t  bvt  one  of  the  Placee  all  ed.  qnarter.  And  ed.  Wethorel  Excepted  of 
lili  hatng  Schoollmaeter  on  ed.  termn.*' 

In  looking  at  the  record,  It  would  seem  that  in 
addition  to  teaching  the  children  "  to  Reed,  Right, 
and  Cifer,"  the  teacher  might  profitably  have  spent 
his  "  noonings,"  at  least,  in  teaching  the  recorder  of 
the  above  vote  how  to  spell,  yet,  in  charity  to  the 
town  clerk,  we  should  remember  how  exceedingly 
limited  were  the  educational  privileges  of  that  day. 

"Jan.  A,  17SS  or  4,  Toteil  that  the  eeleetman  shall  Go  forthwith  and 
asree  with  Othnial  Oimbell,  of  Taunton,  to  Keep  School  In  Norton  for 
«»no  quarter  of  a  year  now  following,  ami,  If  he  cannot  be  had,  then  to 
Ocet  anme  other  Mutable  Persone  to  Keep  School  ed.  qnarter  of  a 
yaar.- 

At  a  legal  town-meeting,  July  1*3,  1724, — 

*They  TotMl  that  the  seboll  shall  be  Keept  ye  next  qnarter  In  that 
part  of  the  towne  which  Goes  by  the  name  of  WInecnnet. 

"Sept.  14,  I7<4w— Voted  to  pay  Mr.  John  Sumner,  for  Keeping  School, 
£11—8-0. 

**0ct.  12,  1724.— Tliey  made  choice  of  William  OiMwell  to  be  onr 
flehoolmaeter,  to  Keep  Bcholl  in  the  towne  of  Norton  one  year  next  Kn- 
aewflng;  and  that  he  shall  hare  thirty-fonr  Pounds,  In  cnrrent  money  of 
ad.  PioTince,  fi>r  his  wages  to  Keep  scholl  sd.  year;  and  the  sd.  Towne  of 
Norton  to  be  at  no  more  cost  Oonsaming  his  Being  Bonled  sd.  year. 
ProrMeil,  allso,  that  he  tliali  move  In  Keeping  Scholl  as  the  Towne  shall 
agree.  And  they  made  choice  of  Mr.  John  Hodges  to  go  and  agree  with 
ad.  Wlllfaim  OMwell  to  Keep  scholl  In  ye  town. 

**  D*^.  .10,  17S4.— 2ly,  They  voted  that  the  Schollmaater  sliall  Keep 
Scholl,  the  first  qnartor  of  a  year,  at  the  house  of  Elleser  fisher;  and 
the  eecond  qnarter  at  the  hooee  of  Left.  Nicholas  White;  and  the  third 
qwarter  at  Wineennlt,  or  In  that  Part  of  the  town ;  and  the  Last  qnarter 
at  the  meeUng-Ilonee. 

*•  March  SO,  17S7.— Voted  that  Joslah  Briggs  shal  be  schollmastor  to 
Keep  Scholl  In  Norton,  .  .  .  Provided  he  will  Keep  scholl  for  20lb.  a 
year,  and  his  dyett;  and  that  he  shall  Keep  Sdioll,  the  first  qnarter,  at 


ye  middle  of  the  towoa ;  and  tha  aseond  quarter  at  Wlnacanatt;  and  the 
third  qnarter  on  tha  aunth  sida  of  ye  way  which  Is  towards  Bawr 
flalier**;  and  the  fonrth  qnarter  at  fjeft  WhltoV,  or  thqrtaboata. 

•*Nov.  a»,  1717.— Voted  to  pay  John  Bilgga,  ya  aldlst,  for  dyating  of 
tiie  Seholittuuiter  14  weeks,  at  6il.  a  week,  Ollb.— Ola.— Od. 

**Sept  tO^  1731.— Voted  to  Samoal  Tsa^,  for  DIating  ya  fleollaoMater, 


**Sept  18,  1733.— Vcated  to  Joseph  Hodgea,  for  holding  the  ScoUe- 
master,  Mr.  Baron,  ye  nnm  of  01 — 10—0. 

**  It  was  voated  to  Joseph  llodgea,  for  earring  k  fetching  sd.  eolemaa- 
tor,  ye  sum  of  0—14 — 0. 

**  It  was  voated  to  Danlell  Braman,  for  Keeping  tha  seollmaator  fowar 
weeks,  at  Kight  shiUlnd  pur  weake.    It  eame  to  01— It— 0. 

**  Voated  to  Samuel  Chip,  for  treating  with  the  collmastcr,  the  sum  of 
00-08— 00. 

**  Aug.  31, 1730.— Voated  that  the  Selectman  shold  hire  a  aeoolaaastar. 

'*  Sept.  28, 1736.— Voted  to  Mr.  Samnal  Gtop,  the  1,  for  to  pay  to  Scoole- 
master  Vesey,  the  sum  of  6—1 — 0. 

'*  [Alen]  voated,  that  what  Is  wanting  for  senlllng  for  tills  pnaent  year, 
and  for  the  pore.  Is  to  be  dran  out  of  the  present  tresiiry. 

'*  May  14, 1742  — Theyr  was  a  voato  called  for  to  Know  whathar  the 
Scoole  shuld  be  Kept  on  the  west  ild  of  the  taan-Mila  BKrar,  In  said 
Preeeent;  and  It  past  In  the  afllrmativei 

**  November,  1742.— Voated  to  Oapt  Hodgas,  for  aarylng  theSeoole- 
mastor  to  Oimbrldge,  01—06—0. 

**  Nov.  27, 1761.— Voted  that  tha  Selectmen  agraa  with  Deacon  John 
BrIggB  to  Keep  School,  provided  they  can  agree  with  him  on  Raaaonable 
OondlUons." 

He  probably  kept,  for  the  next  year  the  town  voted 
him  sixteen  shillings  "  for  hording  himself  when  he 
kept  school." 

**Dec  30,  1761.— Voted  to  Kpliralm  Leonard,  Ssq.,  for  Boarding  ye 
schoolmaster  6^  wedcs,  and  foching  him  fhwa  Oooeotd,  £11—00—0,  old 
Tenor;  £1 — 0 — 4,  Lawful  money. 

"  Nov.  21, 1766.— Voted  to  Oapt.  Wllltam  Stone,  for  boarding  of  the 
Schoolmaster,  Stephen  Farow  (rkrrar7),  £8— IS— 0.** 

Mr.  Farrar  probably  belonged  to  that  part  of  Con- 
cord which  is  now  Lincoln.    The  same  day, — 

**  Voted  to  Daniel  Braman,  for  boarding  Samnal  Dean,  Job.,  School- 
master, £2—06.** 

"This  was  probably,"  says  Mr.  Clark,  "he  who 
was  ailerwards  the  Rev.  Dr.  Deane,  of  Portland,  Me.'' 

There  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  most  of  the 
teachers  heretofore  mentioned  belonged  to  Norton. 

After  the  close  of  the  Revolution  the  town  assumed 
a  renewed  interest  in  the  schools,  and  from  that  time 
to  the  present  Norton  has  kept  abreast  with  the  rapid 
strides  made  in  educational  matters  throughout  New 
England.  Her  public  schools  have  ever  been  excel- 
lent, while  Wheaton  Academy  has  long  ranked  among 
the  leading  literary  institutions  in  the  State. 

Wheaton  Female  Seminary  was  founded  in  1834 
by  Hon.  Laban  Wheaton,  of  Norton,  in  memory  of 
his  daughter.  The  endowment  funds  were  increased 
by  his  son,  Hon.  Laban  M.  Wheaton,  and  since  his 
death  large  additions  have  been  made  by  his  widow, 
Mrs.  Eliza  B.  Wheaton.  The  grounds  are  spacious 
and  attractive,  with  green  lawns,  fine  shade-trees,  and 
pleasant  walks,  while  the  quiet  and  secluded  situation 
allows  greater  freedom  than  would  be  possible  in  a 
larger  town.  The  seminary  building  is  of  fine  archi- 
tectural proportions,  and  the  boarding-houses,  just 
beyond,  are  conveniently  arranged  to  accommodate 
the  entire  school,  having  separate  suites  of  rooms  for 
teachers,  pupils,  steward  and  family,  and  servants, 
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with  dining-hall,  drawing-room,  parlor)},  offices,  etc., 
all  finished  and  furnished  in  excellent  taste  to  make 
the  home  pleasant  and  attractive  to  all. 

It  ia  not  a  large  school,  and  gives,  therefore,  oppor- 
tunity for  familiar  personal  intercourse  between  teach- 
ers and  pupils.  It  has  a  carefully-selected  reference 
library  of  nearly  four  thousand  volumes,  one  of  the 
best- furnished  laboratories  in  the  country,  ample 
philosophical  apparatus,  an  observatory  with  a  fine 
telescope,  and  choice  cabinets  of  natural  history.  In- 
struction in  all  branches  is  thorough  and  systematic, 
and  provision  is  made  for  lectures  on  scientific,  his- 
torical, and  literary  subjects. 

The  design  of  the  school  is  to  afford  opportunities 
for  an  accurate  and  practical  education  ;  it  especially 
aims  to  base  such  education  upon  a  hearty  faith  in 
the  Bible  and  a  conscientious  Christian  life.  Its  influ- 
ence for  good  is  wide  and  permanent. 


CHAPTER    XLIX. 

NORTON.— ( Continued,) 
MANUFAerURlMG  INTKIIKSTS. 

In  1095  Thomas  and  James  Leonard  commenced 
the  erection  of  an  iron  forge  on  Stony  Brook,  nearly 
in  front  of  the  old  Leonard  Mansion  House,  westerly 
of  Wading  River,  which  in  a  few  years  passed  into 
the  hands  of  Maj.  George  Leonard  (son  of  Thomas), 
and  by  him,  his  son  George,  and  grandson  George, 
the  business  of  smelting  the  ore  jind  the  manufacture 
of  iron  was  carried  on  at  this  place  till  near  the  close 
of  the  last  century. 

For  many  years  a  great  amount  of  business  was 
done  here  by  the  enterprising  family  whose  name  is 
so  honorably  and  permanently  associated  with  the 
early  iron-works  of  this  continent.  The  late  Judge 
Leonard  built  a  grist-mill,  nearly  on  the  site  of  the 
old  forge,  in  1805.  It  continued  in  operation  till 
since  the  year  1825.  George  L.  Barnes  (a  descendant 
of  Maj.  George  Leonard),  who,  by  the* death  of  Mrs. 
Boweu,  came  into  possession  of  the  Leonard  houic- 
stead,  erected  in  1855,  at  great  expense,  a  saw-  and 
shingle-mill,  etc.,  near  the  site  of  the  old  forge.  He 
occupied  the  mill  about  a  year,  and  since  then  till 
January,  1859,  it  stood  idle,  numt  of  the  machinery 
having  been  taken  out.  It  subsecjuontly  piushcd  into 
the  hands  of  H.  S.  Freeman,  and  later  came  into  the 
possession  of  C.  D.  and  C.  II.  Lane,  and  is  now  owned 
by  the  Norton  Steam  Power  Company. 

The  Norton  Steam  Power  Company,  Charles  D. 
Lane,  president,  was  organized  in  1871.  The  follow- 
ing year  a  factory,  engine-  and  boiler-house,  and  rail- 
road depot  were  built  at  a  cost  of  thirty-eight  thousand 
dollars;  the  company  was  incorporated  Feb.  25, 1873; 
capital  stock,  thirty  thousand  dollars.  The  factory 
was  first  occupied  Sept.  1,  1872,  on  the  first  floor  by 


William  A.  Sturdy  &  Co.,  jewelers.  In  1878  aod  1874 
Bod  man  <&  Hussey,  plane  manufacturers,  occupied 
the  third  floor.  It  was  burned  Dec.  26,  1874,  rebuilt 
in  the  spring  and  summer  of  1876  at  a  coni  of  fourteen 
thousand  dollars,  and  sold  at  public  auction  Feb.  28, 
1870,  to  William  A.  Sturdy  and  C.  8.  and  George  L. 
Wetherell. 

It  is  at  present  owned  by  William  A.  Sturdy,  and 
used  by  him  for  the  manufacture  of  jewelry. 

There  was  a  saw-mill  on  Mulberry  Meadow  Brook, 
a  short  distance  above  where  Thomas  Copeland  now 
resides,  as  early  as  1710,  owned  by  James  Leonard, 
Jr.,  and  John  (?)  Austin,  and  might  have  been  the 
first  saw-mill  erected  in  town.  In  1746,  and  for  some 
years  subsequently,  it  was  owned  by  Samuel  Clapp, 
and  afterwards  by  his  son,  Jonathan  Clapp,  but  pre- 
vious to  1771  it  passed  into  the  hands  of  John  Cook 
and  Samuel  Godfrey.  About  1719  the  mill  was 
burned ;  it  was  then  owned  by  James  Godfrey,  and 
was  soon  rebuilt  by  him.  Its  present  owners  are 
Benjamin  and  Moses  Lincoln. 

As  early  as  1714  there  was  a  "  corn-mill,"  owned  by 
George  Leonard,  on  Wading  River,  at  what  is  now 
Barrowsville.  It  had  then  probably  sUkhI  several 
years,  and  no  doubt  was  the  first  grist-mill  erected  iu 
town.  On  the  death  of  Mr.  I^icoimrd  in  171 G,  lie  de- 
vised this  privilege  to  his  son  Nathaniel,  iiftcrwarda 
minister  at  Plymouth,  and  it  remained  in  his  posses- 
sion till  his  death  in  17G1.  There  was  then  u  grist- 
mill and  saw-mill,  which  were  given  to  his  son  George. 
On  the  12th  of  January,  1770,  George  Leonard  deeded 
to  Jonathan  and  John  Amory  a  hundreil  and  thirty- 
five  acres  of  land,  and  "all  the  houses,  mills,  and 
other  buildings  thereon  erected."  He  also  deeded  to 
them  one-half  of  the  poUmh-house  and  utensils  stand- 
ing on  the  land  belonging  to  John  White.  When 
this  potash  was  built,  or  how  long  it  remained,  we 
have  no  information.  In  a  little  more  than  two  months 
(or  March  31,  1770)  the  Amorys  sold  the  ihills  and 
land,  and  half  of  the  potash  standing  thereon,  U\ 
William  Homes.  June  18,  1783,  he  sold  to  Thomas 
Dawes,  of  BosU)ii;  and  he  (Homes)  soon  returneil  to 
Boston,  from  which  he  was  probably  driven,  in  1770, 
on  account  of  his  hostility  to  the  despotic  acts  t>f  the 
British  government.  Dawes  mortgaged  these  niilU, 
etc.,  in  1788  to  Josiah  Waters  an<l  others,  of  liosUni, 
who,  Nov.  18,  17lM),eo!iveye(l  the  property  to  ICphraim 
Uaymond,  a  very  energetic  business  man,  who  soon 
after  erected  an  iron  forge,  and  carried  on  ihat  busi- 
ness for  some  years. 

In  1810,  Mr.  Uaymond  and  his  father-in-law,  Josiah 
Dean,  of  Uayuliani,  erected  the  cotton -factory.  Mr. 
Uaymond  probably  owned  three-fourths  of  the  estab- 
lishment. The  firm  was  known  as  the  "  Norton  Manu- 
facturing Company."  March  10,  1821,  Raymond 
bought  of  the  executors  of  Mr.  Dean  one-fi>urth  of 
the  factory,  and  between  the  Gth  of  November,  1821, 
and  the  20th  of  August,  1833.  at  four  difierent  times 
he  sold  portions  of  it  to  Samuel  Crocker  and  Charles 
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Bichniond,  nmounting  to  seven-eighths  of  the  whole 
establishment.  Albert  Barrows  l>ought  onc-foiirth  of 
the  factory  Oct.  1,  1833,  and  owned  it,  with  Crocker 
and  Richmond,  for  several  years.  March  12,  1837, 
the  "  Norton  Manufacturing  Company,"  consisting  of 
Crocker,  Richmond, and  Barrows,  was  incorporated  by 
the  General  Court,  with  the  privilege  of  holding 
capital  to  the  amount  of  fifty  thousand  dollars.  Afler 
the  failure  of  Crocker  &  Richmond  the  property  was 
sold  at  auction.  Feb.  8,  1844,  the  "  Wheaton  Manu- 
factoring  Company/'  consisting  of  "  Albert  Barrows, 
Samuel  B.  King,  and  Laban  M.  Wheaton,  their  asso- 
ciates and  successors,"  was  incorporated  by. the  Legis- 
lature for  the  purpose  of  making  *'  cotton  and  woolen 
goods,"  and  were  authorized  to  hold  personal  and  real 
estate  to  the  amount  of  fifty  thousand  dollars.  The 
company  organized  under  the  charter  March  12, 1854. 

The  Wheaton  Manufacturing  Company  being  un- 
successful in  business  sold  to  the  Newbury  Manufnc- 
taring  Company  in  1865,  who  used  it  for  manufac- 
iaring  cotton  cloth  until  1871,  when  they  sold  it  to 
Lafayette  Godfrey,  who  used  it  in  the  same  until 
1875,  when  he  sold  it  to  the  Stafford  Manufacturing 
Company  of  Fall  River,  who  own  it  at  the  present 
Umc,  and  use  it  for  manufacturing  cotton  yarn. 

Previous  to  1745,  Jonathan  Hodges  erected  a  mill 
on  Qoose  Brook,  a  few  rods  below  the  bridge,  and 
<»rried  on  the  business  of  **  fulling,  dyeing,  and  dress- 
ing cloth."  This  was  the  first  mill  for  that  business 
erected  in  Norton. 

More  than  a  hundred  years  ago  a  saw-mill  was 
built  by  Deacon  John  Andrews  on  Burt's  Brook. 

On  the  SOth  of  August,  1783,  Nathan  and  Edward 
Babbit,  of  one  party,  and  Annes  Newcomb,  of  the 
otiicr,  entered  into  an  agreement  to  build  a  dam  for  . 
a  grist-mill  and  fulling-mill,  the  Babbits  to  build  each 
one-fourth  of  the  dam,  and  one-half  of  the  grist-mill, 
and  Newcomb  to  build  the  other  half  of  the  dam  and 
the  whole  of  the  fulling-mill,  and  the  buildings  were 
soon  after  erected  on  Canoe  River,  on  opposite  sides 
of  the  stream,  a  short  distance  from  Easton  line.  On 
the  18th  of  November,  1794,  Nathan  Babbit  being 
dead,  his  son  Edward  deeded  to  Levi  Babbitt  one- 
half  of  the  grist-mill,  the  other  half  being  then 
owned  by  Asa  Newcomb.  Previous  to  Jan.  5,  1795, 
the  fulling-mill  had  passed  into  the  hands  of  Asa 
Newcomb,  who  was  a  brotlier  of  Annes,  and  a  saw- 
mill had  been,  built,  for  on  that  day  he  (Asa)  sold 
one-half  of  the  fulling-mill  and  one-half  of  the  dam 
to  Thomas  Danforth,  reserving  the  water  not  needed 
for  the  grist-mill  and  fulling-mill  forhis(Newcomb'R) 
SAW-mill,  which  shows  that  the  saw-mill  was  stand- 
ing at  that  time.  In  February,  1811,  Danforth  sold 
to  Jonathan  Smith,  Simeon  Presbery,  Jr.,  Daniel 
Presbery,  Stimson  Austin,  and  Alanson  Cobb,  re- 
serving to  himself  three-eighths  of  a  water  privilege, 
and  they  built  thereon  a  factory  for  making  cotton 
yarn.  This  factory  was  owned  by  different  individ- 
uals up  to  1822,  when  Nathaniel  Newcomb  bought 


the  whole  of  it,  and  made  yarn  for  a  time,  then 
thread,  and  finally  wadding  and  batting.  In  De- 
cember, 1831,  the  factory  was  burned,  and  Mr.  New- 
comb rebuilt  on  the  same  spot  in  April,  1882.  In 
1812,  James  Beaumont,  of  Canton,  received  a  patent 
on  a  certain  kind  of  wadding.  Mr.  Newcomb  bought 
of  him  the  right  and  manufactured  that  wadding. 
The  grist-mill  went  into  disuse  about  1814,  the  full- 
ing-mill about  1820.  This  mill  is  now  leased  by 
Maynard  Newcomb,  who  built  in  1881  a  large  addi- 
tion, introduced  steam-power,  and  continues  the  man- 
ufacture of  batting  and  wadding. 

Not  far  from  1790,  William  Carpenter  built  a  mill 
for  cutting  nails  on  the  westerly  side  of  Rumford 
River. 

Ansel  Keith  and  Jonathan  Smith  were  among  the 
first  to  commence  the  hat  business  here  about  1808. 
George  Gilbert  commenced  the  manufacture  of  bon- 
nets, etc.,  about  the  same  time.  Soon  after  Thomas 
Danforth  (2d)  entered  into  the  business,  and  carried 
it  on  quite  extensively.  Hiram  H.  Wetherell,  either 
alone  or  with  his  brother  Horace  B.,  carried  on  the 
business  from  1833  to  1844.  Sept. 3, 1850,  the  Norton 
Straw  Manufacturing  Company,  consisting  of  the 
Wheaton  Manufacturing  Company,  L.  M.  Wheaton, 
Zeno  Kelly,  L.  D.  Anthony,  and  A.  Barrows,  was  or- 
ganized, with  a  capital  of  seven  thousand  dollars,  and 
made  bonnets,  hats,  etc.  Jan.  14, 1854,  the  company 
was  dissolved,  and  the  Norton  Straw  Company  was 
formed,  consisting  of  L.  M.  Wheaton,  Zeno  Kelly, 
and  T.  T.  Rockwood,  with  a  capital  of  fourteen  thou- 
sand dollars.  Nov.  12,  1855,  another  change  took 
place,  T.  T.  Rockwood,  A.  Dunham,  and  D.  S.  Har- 
don  assuming  the  business  under  the  name  of  the  Nor- 
ton Manufacturing  Company.  Oct.  6,  1856,  Dun- 
ham and  Harden  retired  from  the  firm  and  C.  M.  Dean 
became  a  member,  and  in  the  spring  of  1857  the  com- 
pany stopped  business. 

The  first  tannery  in  town  is  supposed  to  have  been 
between  the  school-house  in  District  No.  3  and  Burt's 
Brook,  and  was,  perhaps,  built  soon  afler  the  incorpo- 
ration of  the  town  by  John  Andrews,  who  settled 
thereabouts.  But  tlie  first  tannery  of  which  we  have 
any  authentic  account  was  built  about  1740,  by  Dea- 
con Benjamin  Copeland,  between  the  house  of  Thomas 
Copeland  and  Mulberry  Meadow  Brook.  It  continued 
in  the  Copeland  family  till  it  went  to  decay,  about 
1845.  About  1758,  David  Arnold,  who  learned  his 
trade  of  Deacon  Copeland,  set  up  a  tannery  on  Burt's 
Brook,  and  did  a  large  amount  of  business  for  many 
years.  Before  the  Revolution  a  tannery  was  built 
near  Rumford  River,  at  the  place  where  Mason  Free- 
man lives,  by  a  Mr,  Basset.  It  was  afterwards  owned 
by  George  Walker. 

Within  the  present  year  (1858)  Austin  Messinger 
has  c6mmenced  the  manufacture  of  a  very  superior 
kind  of  friction  matches. 

Talbot's  wool-scouring  mill  is  on  the  Rumford  River, 
about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  north  of  the  Trinitarian 
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Congregational  Church  in  the  Centra  village  of  Nor- 
ton. 

The  water  privilege  was  formerly  owned  by  Eben- 
ezer  Burt,  who  in  1744  deeded  to  William  Stone  forty 
and  a  half  acres  of  land  adjoining,  and  in  1766  to  his 
son,  Nathaniel  Stone,  all  the  rights  and  privileges  in 
the  stream  reserved  in  the  deed  of  1744.  This  prop- 
erty remained  in  the  Stone  family  many  years,  and 
the  water  privilege  was  utilized  for  an  iron  forge,  a 
saw-  and  a  grist-mill. 

Some  time  previous  to  1812  the  property  came  into 
the  possessiun  of  Deacon  Daniel  I^ane  and  sons,  who 
that  year  rebuilt  the  saw-mill.  In  1828  the  Lanes  as- 
sociated with  themselves  Messrs.  Daniel  Patten,  I^m- 
uel  Perry,  John  and  David  Arnold,  and  Simeon  Derry, 
and  built  a  cotton-factory  known  as  the  "Centre 
Mills/'  This  was  run  for  several  years  under  the 
superintendence  of  Capt.  Lemuel  Perry,  who  built 
and  occupied  the  dwelling  now  owned  and  occupied 
by  Mr.  G.  II.  Talbot,  who  has  recently  enlarged  and 
thoroughly  renovated  it,  introducing  modern  conven- 
iences. 

In  184G  the  property  passed  into  the  hands  of  La- 
ban  M.  Wheaton,  Esq.,  who  continued  the  business 
of  cotton  manufacture  until  his  death.  In  1864  it 
was  sold  to  Nathan  Smith,  who  for  a  short  time  de- 
voted a  part  of  it  to  the  manufacture  of  cotton  bat- 
ting. In  18G7,  Messrs.  Story  and  Talbot  hired  the 
mill  and  introduced  machinery  for  wool -scouring. 
After  two  or  three  years,  the  business  prospering, 
they  purchased  the  property  and  ran  the  mill  exclu- 
sively for  wool-scouring.  Mr.  Story's  health  failing, 
he  soon  retired  from  the  business,  and  it  has  since 
been  conducted  by  Mr.  Talbot  as  sole  proprietor. 

The  original  mill,  built  in  1828,  was  thirty  by  fifty- 
five  feet,  and  three  stories  high.  In  1875  it  was  en- 
larged by  an  additional  building  forty-five  feet  square, 
and  again  in  1881  by  another  thirty  by  seventy  feet. 

Up  to  the  time  of  this  last  enlargement  the  water- 
power  was  sufficient  to  run  the  mill.  With  this  en- 
largement it  became  necessary  to  supplement  this 
with  steam-power,  and  double  boilers  with  an  engine 
of  sixty  horse- power  were  put  in. 

The  business  is  a  good  and  steady  one,  and  for  the 
most  part  comes  without  solicitation.  There  are  only 
three  competing  mills  of  the  kind  in  the  country,  ex- 
cepting that  a  few  large  wool  manufacturers  scour 
their  own  wool  instead  of  buying  it  all  prepared. 
One  at  Walpole,  one  at  North  Chelmsford,  in  this 
State,  and  one  at  New  Brunswick,  N.  J. 

The  Diamond  Match  Company,  consolidating  all 
the  match- factories  in  the  Unite<l  States  excepting 
that  of  the  Portland  Star  Match  Company,  was  in- 
corporated under  the  laws  of  Coiinecticut  in  January, 
1880,  with  a  capital  of  two  and  a  half  millions  of 
dollars. 

The  business  here  was  started  in  1857  by  Austin 
Messinger,  Es<i.  At  his  cottage  home  he  dipped  and 
packed  the  match-cards,  which  were  sawed  elsewhere. 


and  peddled  them  about  the  country.  From  this 
humble  beginning  the  busineM  grew  until  he  had 
near  his  home  a  mill  for  sawing  the  lumber  and  mak- 
ing the  match-cards,  and  improved  fiuulitiea  for  dip- 
ping and  packing  them  for  the  markaL  A  partner- 
ship was  formed  with  Andrew  H.  Sweet,  Esq.,  who 
attended  to  the  sales,  having  an  office  in  Boston,  while 
Mr.  Messinger  had  charge  of  the  manufiictory.  Am 
the  business  prospered  new  buildings  and  madiineiy 
were  added,  and  the  force  of  hands  increased.  In  the 
vicinity  a  thriving  little  village  sprung  up,  fittingly 
called  Mcssingerville  after  him  whose  enterprise  and 
industry  gave  it  being  and  life. 

The  factory  is  about  a  mile  west  of  Uie  Centre 
village,  on  the  main  road  to  Lane's  Station  and  Attle- 
borough. 

This  is  a  representative  establishment,  and  employs 
when  business  is  brisk  from  thirty  to  forty  hands. 


CHAPTER    L. 

NORTON.— (  CmtiHutd.) 

1IIS0KLLANM0U8. 

PliX«iclikut— CktUego  Gnuliutos— Stocks  Mid  Wlii|iplue*Piwt— Gm-WoiIi 
— Riinuwiiy     Wifo— Witclicnift— MmuiiIc— Fwrt-Ofllot— Th«      Tuvb 

Uall. 

• 

Physicians. — Dr.  Samuel  Caswell  was  the  firrt 
resident  physician  within  the  ancient  limits  of  Nor^ 
ton,  and  was  born  Oct.  6,  1695.  Oct.  17,  1726,  the 
town  "  voted  to  Pay  to  Doctr.  Saml.  Caswell,  for  doc- 
toring Goode  Merry,  0 — 16 — 0."  He  bought  land  in 
Norton  in  1723,  and  was  then  called  a  "Practitioner 
of  Physick.''  Probably  about  that  time  he  cstablislied 
himself  here  as  a  physician  and  farmer. 

Dr.  Nicholas  White  was  the  son  of  Deacon  Nicholas 
and  Experience  White,  and  was  born  about  1705. 
He  was  a  practicing  physician  for  several  years,  and 
resided  sometimes  in  the  North  and  sometimes  in  the 
South  Precinct  of  Norton.  He  nuirried  Sarah  King, 
May  1,  1728,  and  they  had  six  children.  He  died  in 
the  Ni)rth  Precinct,  June  20,  1751. 

Dr.  William  Ware  was  the  son  of  John  and  Me- 
hitable  Ware,  of  Wrentliam,  and  was  born  July  4, 
1G97.  He  was  a  *' Practitioner  of  Physick"  here  for 
several  years,  and  also  kept  a  public-house  from  1728 
to  1740. 

Dr.  John  Wild,  Jr.,  was  the  son  of  John  and  Abi- 
gail Wild,  and  was  probably  born  in  Hraintree  in 
1727.  He  married,  May  1,  174G,  Anna  Hodges,  and 
had  two  or  tliree  children. 

Dr.  Ja^wIs  Sweeting  was  undoubtedly  the  son  of 
Lewis  and  Zibiah  (Whiting)  Sweeting,  of  Wrentham, 
who  were  married  in  1721,  and  were  afterwards  of 
Rehobotli.  He  probably  came  to  Norton  soon  after 
reaching  his  majority,  and  seems  to  have  lived  a  part 
of  the  time  within  the  present  limits  of  the  town,  and 
a  part  of  the  time  in  Mansfield,  in  which  town  he  was 
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one  of  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  and  Safety 
in  1776.  He  married.  Nov.  21, 1744,  Abiah  Cobb,  by 
whom  he  had  ton  children. 

Dr.  George  Wheaton  was  the  son  of  Ephraim  and 
Abigail  Wheaton,  of  Swansea,  grandson  of  Deacon 
Ephraim  and  Mary  (Mason)  Wheaton,  of  Swansea, 
greatf;randnon  of  Robert  (who  was  in  Relioboth  as 
early  as  1648),  and  was  born  Aug.  18, 1728.  Ho  came 
to  Norton  and  commenced  practice  as  a  phjrsician 
preTfons  to  1760.  In  1768  he  was  surgeon's  mate  in 
an  expedition  for  "  the  total  Reduction  of  Canada." 
He  was  much  employed  in  public  life  as  selectman, 
assessor,  representative  to  the  (General  Court,  justice 
of  the  peace,  etc. 

Dr.  Jonathan  Pratt  is  supposed  to  have  been  the 
son  of  Jonathnn  and  Abigail  (Morse)  Pnitt,  and  was 
bom  Oct  17,  1721).  He  lived  in  the  Mnnsnold  part 
of  Norton,  some  distance  to  the  southeast  of  Mans- 
field Centre. 

Dr.  Qidcou  Tiflany  was  the  sou  of  James,  Jr.,  and 
Elizabeth  (Allen)  Tiffany,  of  Attleborough,  where  he 
was  born  Sept.  19,  1787.  His  grandfather,  James 
Tiffany,  came  from  England.  He  married  Mrs.  Sarah 
Farrar,  the  widow  of  Rev.  George  Farrar,  of  Easton, 
Feb.  8,  1759. 

Dr.  Adam  Johnstone  was  a  Scotchman  by  birth, 
and  probably  came  to  Norton  about  1772.  He  mar- 
ried, Oct  14,  1778,  Sarah  Hodges.  Slic  ''died  sud- 
denly, Oct.  29, 1781,  in  her  thirty-first  year."  He  is 
amid  to  have  been  a  surgeon  in  the  Revolution. 

Dr.  Daniel  Parker  was  the  son  of  Rev.  Jonathan 
Parker,  of  Plympton,  and  was  born  about  the  year 
1760.  He  was  here  as  early  as  1778.  Feb.  17,  1794, 
he  was  commissioned  a  surgeon  of  the  regiment  to 
which  the  militia  of  this  town  belonged,  which  office 
he  held  for  several  years. 

Dr.  Nathaniel  Cook  was  the  son  of  Paul  and  Jo- 
anna Cook,  and  was  born  May  29, 1762 ;  he  died  Oct. 
22,  1778. 

Dr.  Timothy  Smith  was  the  son  of  Timothy  and 
Hannah  (Hall)  Smith,  grandson  of  Seth  and  Eliza- 
beth Smith,  and  was  bom  Oct  17, 1764.  He  married 
Anna  Morey,  Oct  20, 1778,  and  had  five  children. 
He  was  a  surgeon  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  but 
never  had  a  very  extensive  practice  in  town.  He 
died  Jan.  9, 1794. 

Dr.  Nathan  Babbit  was  the  son  of  Nathan,  Jr.,  and 
Abigail  (Cobb)  Babbit,  grandson  of  Nathan  and 
Sarah,  and  great-grandson  of  Nathan,  who,  with  his 
brother  Edward,  is  supposed  to  have  come  from  Eng- 
land and  settled  in  Berkley.  Dr.  Babbit  was  born 
in  Norton,  March  G,  1766.  In  the  year  1778  and  the 
early  part  of  1779  he  was  surgeon's  mate  in  the  mil- 
itary hospital  at  Providence,  R.  I.  June  24,  1779,  he 
married  Anna  Newcomb,  and  located  himself  at  the 
east  part  of  the  town. 

Dr.  Samuel  Morey  was  the  son  of  Samuel  and 
Mary  (Hodges)  Morey,  grandson  of  George  and  Elixa- 
botli  Morey,  and  was  born  Juno  4, 1767.    Ho  gradu- 


ated at  Yale  College  in  1777.  He  soon  after  entered 
the  Revolutionary  army  as  suiigeon.  Afler  the  close 
of  the  war  he  was  a  practicing  physician  for  many 
years  in  town. 

Dr.  Lewis  Leprilete  was  a  Frenchman  by  birth, 
and  was  naturalized  by  an  act  of  the  Oeneral  Court, 
March  6, 1790.  He  probably  came  to  this  town  about 
the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  war.  He  was  a  dis- 
tinguished physician,  and  had  quite  a  number  of 
medical  students  while  he  resided  in  town.  He  re- 
mained here  till  about  1792. 

Dr.  Leavit  Bates  was  the  son  of  Leavit  and  Eliza- 
beth (Pain)  Bates,  of  Mansfield,  and  was  bom  May 
6, 1770.  He  came  to  this  town  and  established  him- 
self as  a  physician  about  1796.  He  died  Dec.  16, 
I860. 

Dr.  Quilford  Hodges  was  the  son  of  Tisdale  and 
Naomi  (Hodges)  Hodges,  and  was  bom  Jan.  26, 
1778.  He  fitted  for  college,  and  was  one  year  at 
Brown  University.  He  studied  medicine  with  Dr. 
Willard,  of  Uxbridge.  He  was  a  practicing  phy- 
sician here  in  1808. 

Dr.  Asa  M.  Adams  was  the  son  of  Asa  and  Martha 
(Metcalf)  Adams,  and  is  believed  to  have  been  born 
in  Natick  about  1796.  He  came  to  Norton  about 
1819,  and  commenced  practice  as  a  physician,  and 
rode  quite  extensively  for  some  years. 

Dr.  Richard  F.  Sweet  was  the  son  of  John  and 
Eunice  (Tucker)  Sweet,  and  was  bora  March  11,1801. 
In  August,  1831,  he  settled  in  Norton,  and  had  quite 
an  extensive  practice  till  his  death,  March  21, 1841. 

Dr.  Ira  Barrows  was  bora  at  Attleborough  in  1804, 
son  of  Ezra  and  grandson  of  Icliabod  Barrows.  He 
came  to  Norton  in  1841,  and  was  quite  popular  here 
and  in  this  vicinity  till  1861,  when  he  removed  to 
Providence,  R.  I. 

Dr.  Benjamin  M.  Round  was  bora  in  Rehoboth, 
Aug.  11, 1816,  son  of  Benjamin  and  Devena  (Harvey) 
Round.  He  came  to  Norton,  Sept  9, 1848,  and  is 
still  in  practice  here. 

Dr.  Qeorge  H.  Randall,  son  of  Dr.  M.  R.  and  Eliza 
Randal],  was  here  from  June  1, 1861,  till  April,  1864. 

Dr.  deorge  W.  Wild  was  bora  in  Norton  on  the 
11th  of  October,  1864,  and  is  the  son  of  Qeorge  and 
Elizabeth  (Tucker)  Wild.  He  received  preliminary 
instraction  from  Rev.  D.  S.  C.  M.  Potter,  of  Norton, 
and  at  Bristol  Academy,  in  Taunton.  From  there  he 
entered  Boston  University,  whence  he  was  graduated 
in  the  class  of  1878  with  Uie  degree  of  Doctor  of  Med- 
icine. He  located  in  Ipswich,  Mass.,  staying  there 
about  a  year,  when  he  removed  to  Norton,  where  he 
is  still  in  practice. 

College  Graduates.— The  following  natives  of  Nor- 
ton were  graduates  of  colleges :  Rev.  Nathaniel  Leon- 
ard, Harvard,  1719;  Rev.  Samuel  Veazie,  Harvard, 
1786 ;  Hon.  Qeorge  Leonard,  LL.D.,  Hi^rvard;  1748 ; 
Rev.  Abiel  Leonard,  D.D.,  Harvard,  1769;  Rev. 
Samuel  Dean,  D.D,,  Harvard,  1760;  Hon.  Daniel 
JxK>nard,   Harvard,   1760;    Hon.    Ephraim    Briggs, 
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Harvard,  1764;  Hon.  Daniel  Newcomb,  Harvard, 
1768;  Dr.  Thomas  Leonard,  Harvard,  1769;  Rev. 
George  Wheaton,  Harvard,  1769;  Nathan  Moroy, 
Harvard,  1774 ;  Hon.  Laban  Wheaton,  Harvard, 
1774;  Isaac  Hall,  Harvard,  1776;  Rev.  James  Briggs, 
Yale,  1775 ;  Rev.  George  Morey,  Harvard,  1776 ;  Dr. 
Samuel  Morey,  Yale,  1777;  Rev.  John  Crane,  D.D., 
Jacob  White,  Harvard,  1780;  Calvin  Crane,  Dart- 
mouth, 1785;  Rev.  Mase  Shepard,  Dartmouth,  1785; 
Dr.  Oliver  Tiffany,  Dartmouth,  1786 ;  Hon.  George 
Tiffany,  Dartmouth,  1786;  Oliver  Leonard,  E^., 
Brown,  1787;  Rev.  John  Brigga,  Brown,  1788;  Rev. 
Stephen  Palmer,  Harvard,  1789 ;  Daniel  Wheaton, 
Harvard,  1791 ;  Rev.  Isaac  Braman,  Harvard,  1794; 
Timothy  Briggs,  Brown,  1794;  Daniel  Gilbert,  Har- 
vard, 1798  ;  Rev.  G.  B.  Perry,  D.D.,  Union,  1804;  Dr. 
Tittdale  Hodges,  Brown,  1804;  Capt.  Dauphin  King, 
Burlington  College,  Vt.,  1810;  Dr.  William  Perry, 
Harvard,  1811 ;  Hon.  Nathaniel  G.  Babbitt,  Middle- 
burgh  College,  Vt.,  1811;  Rev.  Thomas  Shepard, 
D.D.,  Brown,  1813;  Earl  Percy  White,  Brown.  1813; 
Benjamin  Copeland,  Brown,  1815;  Hon.  Laban  M. 
Wheaton,  Brown,  1817;  Rev.  Daniel  Le  Baron 
Goodwin,  Brown,  1822;  Hon.  John  J.Clarke,  Har- 
vard, 1823;  Rufus  Hodges,  Brown,  1823;  Dr.  Rich- 
ard F.  Sweet,  Brown,  1824 ;  Rev.  Bradford  Goodwin, 
Brown,  1825;  Rev.  John  D.  Sweet,  Brown,  1829; 
Rev.  Joseph  Hodges,  Waterville  College,  Me.,  1830; 
Rev.  James  B.  Goodwin,  1833;  George  W.  Make- 
peace, Dartmouth,  1836;  Manlius  S.  Clarke,  Har- 
vard, 1837 ;  Dr.  Edward  H.  Clarke,  Harvard,  1841 ; 
Rev.  Thomas  S.  Goodwin,  Kenyon  College,  Ohio, 
1845 ;  Rev.  George  Esdras  Allen,  Brown,  1850 ;  Ben- 
jamin Braman,  Brown,  1854;  Edwin  Barrows,  Yale, 
1857;  Henry  W.  Lincoln,  Lloyd  E.  White,  Tufls; 
Robert  E.  Lane,  Tufte;  William  N.White,  Brown; 
and  E.  J.  Conaty,  Holy  Cross. 

Stocks  and  WMpping-Post— "  In  1693  the  Gen- 
eral Court  enacted  that  *  Breakers  of  the  Peace,  Pro- 
phaners  of  the  Sabbath,  unlawful  Gamesters,  Drunk- 
ards, prophane  Swearers  or  Cursers,'  should  be 
punished  '  by  setting  in  the  Stocks,  or  putting  into 
the  Cage,  not  exceeding  Three  Hours,  or  by  whipping 
not  exceeding  Ten  Stripes.'  Accordingly,  in  most 
towns,  the  stocks  were  set  up,  and  the  whipping- post 
erected  in  some  conspicuous  position, — generally  near 
the  meeting-house,  or  place  of  public  gatherings. 
The  stocks  were  made  of  two  pieces  of  timber,  from 
six  to  eight  feet  long,  laid  one  upon  the  other,  the 
bottom  one  resting  upon  the  ground,  with  two  grooves 
cut  in  them,  a  foot  or  two  apart,  sufficiently  large  to 
admit  a  man's  ankle.  When  wanted  for  use,  the  upper 
timber  was  removed.  The  offender  was  then  made  to 
sit  down  on  the  ground,  and  place  each  ankle  in  one 
of  these  grooves.  Then  the  upj)er  timber  was  re- 
placed, and  the  two  parts  were  firmly  locked  together; 
and  thus  there  was  no  escape  till  the  time  of  sentence 
had  expired.  It  is  supposed  Norton  did  not  have 
this  instrument  of  the  law  for  some  years  after  her 


incorporation.  The  first  allusion  to  the  matter  on  the 
town  records  is  under  the  date  of  Nov.  1, 1723,  whea 
it  was  *  vote<i  to  pay  Robert  Tucker,  for  •e^i^g  tlie 
Stocks  up,  00ib.--28.--Qd.*  These  probably  did  not 
last  more  than  ten  years ;  for,  SepL  18,  1788,  it  was 
'  voted  to  Samuel  Clap,  for  macking  a  pare  of  stocks, 
00.— 15.— 0.'  Sept.  11, 1769,  *  Voted  to  Salvenus  Bra- 
man, for  mending  the  stocks,  0. — 2. — 0.— ^.'  These 
stocks  continued  to  be  used  in  many  towns  for  the 
punishment  of  .minor  crimes  till  the  close  of  the  last 
century.  There  are  persons  living  in  town  who  dis- 
tinctly recollect  seeing  the  stocks  on  the  Common,  near 
where  the  old  meeting-house  stood.  We  know  not 
whether  the  whipping-post  was  ever  erected  here  or 
not;  but  we  do  know  that  oflTondeni  were  aouietiuics 
sentenced  to  be  whipped,  as  well  as  put  into  the  stocks. 
The  cage  is  not  known  to  have  been  used  here." — 
Clark* i  History. 

Eau  Harks.— '*Sa|)t.  18, 1718.— TbooiM  llArrey  bia  Kftr-uuirek  foraU 
hii  Creaturei  If  two  sllU  lu  tli«  Iliud«ir-|Mrt  of  tb«  Bight  Kjrer.** 

"  May  29th,  1719.— Joseph  IIodgM  hb  Kyai^marck  fur  aUI  bis  Crwtiin 
b  A  IIuH  thraw  The  mldel  p&rt  of  Each  year,  ami  a  biiiU-gmd  Id  the 
hinder-p«trt  of  the  Right  year." 

"  Deo.  2nd,  1729.— Kphraefm  Lana  hi*  Byaai^marck  fi>r»ll  bla  Craatan 
ia  a  Ualpeuey,  Cut  out  of  the  fore-aide  of  the  Right  Byar.** 

**  1722.— Mr.  Joaeph  Avery  Ilia  ear-mark  it  a  alit  lu  tba  undar  alda  of 
tlie  Riglit  Earo." 

**  Mtty  23rd,  1738.— Thomaa  Shepard'a  Byer-marck  for  all  lila  creatun 
la  a  Crop  of  the  top  of  the  Lett  Eyer,  aud  a  awallow'a  talla  lo  tba  tup  of 
the  Right  Eyr.** 

**Nuv.  lOtli,  1747.— John  Gilhart*a  Junar,  Kara-mark  fur  all  bla  On- 
turea  ia  a  awallow'a  TMile  in  ye  top  of  the  Bight  Eara,aiKl  a  kalf-Paaiiey 
in  the  under  aide  of  ye  Luft  Eare.'* 

**  May  6ih,  1758.— Ehenuter  White'a  Bar-mark  fur  all  bla  Cr«aturca  ia 
one  hole  thruugli  Each  Ear." 

**  April  2ud,  17C0.— Thu  Revoud.  Mr.  Rolaud  Oraoii'a  Kar-umrk  for  all 
hla  crtMituros  la  a  httlf-i»ony,  cut  out  of  the  uppar-aida  aud  uu<lur-aida  uf 
thu  Right  Eur,  and  the  tup  of  the  aauie  ear  cut  of,  and  u  alit  lu  the  top 
of  the  loft  ear." 

Runaway  Wife.— In  the  Boston  News- Letter  of 
March  1,  1750,  is  the  following  advertiuement : 

"  Feb.  15,  1749-5().— Wliereaa  lUUcoa  HarrU,  the  wife  of  ma  the  Sub- 
acribur,  livin  ut  Nurtun,  hua  unlawfully  abaented  heraelf  from  me  and 
my  family,  and  carried  oil  auudry  KlTecta  lo  a  couaidorable  value,  and 
may  vnduavuui*  tu  run  me  in  Debt. — Tlieae  are  thorcfure,  to  cautlou  all 
PuraouK  whalbuuvui'  nut  tu  onturlaiu,  truet,  or  givo  Cnniit  to  her,  thu  aald 
Rebecui,  uim>u  my  Account;  fur  I  will  nut  |)ay  any  Debt  cuutractad  by 
her  during  her  cuntinuing  tu  uUteut  henu«lf.— Aa  witueas  my  llautl, 

"JoaKPH  IlAaau. 

**N.B. — If  alio  will  return  to  my  Family,  and  behave  aa  avirtuoua  wife 
ought  tu  do,  ahe  almll  be  kindly  receivod." 

Witchcraft.— '  Norton,"  says  Kev.  Mr.  Clark,  "  has 
not  been  exempt  from  believers  in  witehes,  wizards, 
ghosts,  and  goblins;  and  there  are  some  yet  living 
who  hug  these  ideas  to  their  bosoms.  Tradition  lias 
handed  down  to  us  the  important  intelligence  (we  do 
not,  however,  vouch  for  its  truth),  that  Maj.  George 
Leonard — the  first  of  the  name  in  town — made  a 
league  with  the  devil  in  order  to  acquire  great  wealth ; 
and,  as  a  return  for  the  services  rendered,  Leonard 
promised  to  give  his  body  to  the  Devil  when  he  called 
for  it.  Accordingly,  in  17 It),  while  Mr.  Leonard  w;is 
sick  with  u  fever,  of  which  he  died,  the  old  imp  came, 
claimed  his  body,  and  actually  carried  it  off!  As  he 
left  the  premises  with  it,  he  made  a  tremendous  jump. 


and  Untied  on  M>me  roeks  situated  thirty  or  forty  rodi 
bkckortlie  liniiM.  where  he  came  down  with  no  much 
force  tw  to  ninlia  li'm  r»ot-)>riiilfl  in  tlio  roclt,  whiuii 
•r«  to  be  wen  Mt  the  present  dn;  I  At  the  funerni 
the  eor)Me  was  not  to  be  seen,  of  course;  and  ttie 
family  gave  out  word  thnt  it  was  not  proper  to  be 
wen;  but  in  reality  there  wna  notliing  in  the  coffin 
but  It  log  of  wood,  put  in  to  lull  all  Huepicion  that 
the  body  was  not  there. 

"Tliendora,  or  Dora  l>eounrd,  ns  she  was  generally 
ca11e<l,  was  reputed  a  witch,  nnd  if  we  can  believe  the 
Btories  of  some  now  living,  'cut  some  curious 
capers.'  People  would  sometimes  go  tn  the  bsrn  and 
tie  Dp  the  cattle,  and  before  they  cntikl  get  away 
therefrom  the  cattle  would  be  all  unloosed  by  some 
mysterious  agency.  She  lived  some  two  miles  from 
the  Centre;  and  once,  when  up  in  town,  it  was  need- 
ful that  she  should  get  some  cloth  thnt  was  left  at 
home,  and  she  went  after  it,  but  soon  returned  with 
it,  not  having  had  lioie  to  have  gone  a  fourth  part  of 
the  distance.  One  day  some  boys  were  out  hunting 
vqnirrels  near  her  residence,  and  they  found  a  Inrge 
one  in  the  top  of  a  tree,  and  fired  almost  numberless 
times  at  it  but  could  not  kill  it.  But  as  they  were 
going  home  tliey  encountered  a  strange  cat,  which 
wna  believed  to  have  been  Dora  in  disguise,  who  had 
|weventpd  theclinrgeanredattlic  squirrel  from  taking 
cfTocL  Showns  supporled  by  the  town  in  her  Inst 
days,  and  when  she  died  (about  1780)  there  was  such 
■  terrible  racket  all  about  tlic  house  that  no  one  dared 
to  remain  to  witness  her  death. 

"  Ann  Cobb  had  the  reputation  of  dealing  iu  the 
'black  art'  and  of  being  in  league  with  the  'Old 
Bcratch,'  but  I  have  not  been  informed  of  any  specific 
node  in  which  she  manifested  her  power.  She  was 
Mipporled  by  the  town  some  time  previous  to  her 
death,  which  took  place  in  1798. 

"  Naomi  Burl  was  also  accounted  a  member  of  the 
■nystetbus  sisterhood  of  witches,  and  by  her  wonder- 
ful powers  gave  some  trmible  to  those  who  fell  under 
the  ban  of  her  displeasure.  Oxen  sometimes  turned 
their  yokes,  and  people  lost  wheels  off  their  wagons 
when  they  passed  her  house,  and  the  boys  alwnys 
lield  their  hrcnth  nnd  mn  witli  nil  sjiowl  when  they 
Went  by  in  the  night.    Rhohuug  herself  July  4, 18<>8." 

Brittol  Lodg«,  F.  and  A.  H.,  was  organised  in 
Norton,  June  14,  Anno  Lucis  A787,  with  the  follow- 
ing charter  members :  Job  Gilbert,  George  Gilbert, 
Ira  Smith,  Joshua  Pond,  Samuel  Morey,  Jr.,  Time- 
t]>y  Uriggs,  Jr.,  Samuel  Day,  Seth  Smith,  Jr.,  Daniel 
Gilbert,  Benjamin  Billings.  March  10,  a.l.  5830,  the 
lodge  was  removed  to  Atlleboruugh. 

Poit-Offioe. — A  post-office  was  established  in  Norton 
in  about  1S17,  with  Earl  P.  White  postmaster.  His 
successors  have  been  as  follows ;  Labnn  M,  Whenton, 
Karl  Hodges,  Mrs.  Harriet  Hodges. 

The  Town  HalL— The  present  town  hall  of  Norton 
was  the  generous  gill  of  the  late  Nathaniel  Newcomb, 
through  his  daughter.  Miss  H.  A.  Newcomb. 


The  origin  of  the  structure  and  the  circumstances 
of  the  presentation  will  be  beet  explained  by  inserting 
the  following  letter  from  Hies  Newcomb: 

-MonoN.ApilK.ltn. 

■■Mii.<l.  B.  Peiiii.  Slr,-Ii  mnnsUaa  hald  «IUi  ■irUbw,tk* 

1al«  Halhunld  Npw«.i»b,  U»  nsMr  pnrliH  ta  bh  dMth,  In  vin  n* 

Ihi>  InipTfMhin  Uint  )••■  |iUnBr4  to  bbm  Hm*  Biika  tb*  panpla  oT  Norton 

>  pifHiit.  ahiiHins  ihonhr  hli  kladlj  fMUnc  tanrii  (ban.    Awar 


no  miulg  no  pra<l><«  ta  Ihat  aOMit,  bat,  tblnhlnf  t(  would  ba  plaaa- 
bitilm,  I  miw|>ropo«,lnBaaBrjorbln,tobalMatawnhs)I  Ibal 
link  wUI  ba  odUh]  Id  Iha  nasaaalUia  el  Uia  paopla. 
1  asiiS  jon  the  plana  that  jsa  siaif  l»3  tha  praporittos  bafcra  tlun 
rtpIalH  *hiil  I  Inland,-*  iriain,  nMuUil  bnlUlnB  aboTa  Iba 
ii'laU.>iii.  nnairlnR  IhM  to  ba  aada  nadf  far  b*.  sod  I  iki  not 
'<irl  In  inrnlah. 
If  Ihaj  ara  pi'viwt  wllb  Iha  pnpoaal  I  wonM  Ilka  than  hi  ippulnt 


tte,u  It  mnat  In  ounBaaead  aa  nan  u  pnatloabU,  1^1  than  B 

"  Plntn  lnr..m.  ino  aa  aoan  u  VJtMit  of  Iba  dacMon  sT  Uia  town, 

"  Tann,  laifiuttulllj, 

-HusH.  A.Hnoaiia.-' 

This  letter  was  read  to  the  people  of  Norton  aasem- 
blcd  in  annual  town-meeting  on  the  same  day  it  was 
written,  and  in  acting  upon  it  the  town  accepted  tbe 
offer,  passed  a  unanimous  vote  of  thanks  to  Hiss 
Newcomb,  chose  a  committee  to  confer  witli  her  aa 
she  tlcsired,  ami  instructed  the  selectmen  to  purchase 
a  site  for  the  building  at  the  profier  time,  and  cause 
the  foundation  to  be  laid  in  accordance  with  the  plans 
Ruhuiitled. 

The  structure  is  conspicuously  located  on  on  ample 
lot  of  ground  directly  opposite  the  old  town-hoose. 
The  plan  was  drawn  by  Messrs.  C.  Hammond  A  Son, 
of  New  Bedford,  and  in  style  is  an  adaptation  of  the 
Queen  Anne  pattwn  of  architecture.  It  is  a  wooden 
structure,  fifty  by  sixty-five  feet  on  the  ground,  and 
contains  a  main  hall  forty  by  fifty  feet,  a  front  pro- 
jection, two  stories  In  height,  eighteen  by  Uiiity-eeven 
feet,  and  a  rear  projection  eight  by  thirty  feet.  It  is 
a  very  plain  building,  resting  on  a  neat  granite  foun- 
dation, and  covering  a  cellar  extending  under  the 
entire  area. 

The  following  is  on  extract  from  the  deed  from  Hiss 
Newcomb : 

"  In  cmsidcmtion  of  the  attachment  of  my  father, 
the  Isle  Nathaniel  Newcomb,  to  his  natlTe  town,  and 
knowing  that  he  desired  to  make  some  expression  of 
his  regard,  1  do  lietehy  grant,  transfer,  and  dellrer  to 
the  town  of  Norton  the  superstnictore  of  the  town 
hall  just  erected  in  said  Norton,  hoping  that  it  may 
meet  with  the  approval  of  the  people,  and  that  they 
may  hold  him  in  kindly  remembrance." 

The  hall  is  an  ornament  to  the  town,  and  a  monu- 
ment of  the  public  spiritofNadianiel  Newcomb  and 
of  Miss  Newcomb,  the  generons  donor. 
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Chpt  WilllADi  stone,  Oapt.  Simaoii  Wetherell,  0«pt  WUIfaua 

Ml. 

ntft.  SlRifon  Wettierell.  Oipt.  Wllliiun  Stone,  GRpt.  William 

an. 

Oipt.  William  Stone,  Oapt.  Simeon  Wetherell,  Capt.  William 

an. 

RMNrge  Leonard,  Kpliralm  Leonard,  Nathan  Ilodgeo. 

OeoTfe  Leonard,  Km].,  Nathan  llodgen,  Joeeph  KUIot. 

lion.  George  Leonard,  Biq.,  Xphralm  LeonanI,  Eeq.,  George 

vnard,  Jr. 

Hon.  George  Leonard,  Stq.,  Kphraim  Leonard,  Riq.,  George 

snaid,  Jr.,  Kiq. 

RphnUm  Leonard,  Kiq.,  Llent.  Thomas  Moray,  Thomas  Shepard, 

•nt.  Benjamin  Pratt,  Llent  nenjaniin  Gobb. 

Lirnt.  Tliomas  Morpjr,  Llent  Uenjamin  Gobb,  Mr.  Thomas  Shep- 

I,  Mr.  Imao  White,  Mr.  Nntlinti  Wflllnms. 

ThoMuw  Morey,  Benjamin  Gol>b,  Kbonexer  Bnrt 

Iilent.  Thomas  Morej,  Lieut.  Benjamin    Oohb,  Mr.  Kboncner 

H. 

ORpt.  Tliomns  Iklorry,  Gnpt.  Boiijnntin  Cohh,  Mr.  Kbcnoacr  Bnri. 

Dipt.  Thomas  Aloroj,  Cnpt.  Bvi^Jamin  Cobb,  Lient  Benjamin 

itt. 

Oeurge  LeonanI,  Jan.,  Esq.,  Mr.  Thomas  Shepani,  Mr.  Isaac 

lille. 

George  Leonard,  Jan.,  Ksq.,  Capt  William  Dean,  Oapt  Jonathan 

George  Leonard,  Jan.,  Esq.,  Mr.  Daniel  Leonard,  Mr.  William 

bb,  Kbenexer  Bart  (IstX  Dr.  George  Wheaton. 

Llent  William  Gobb,  Dr.  George  Wheaton,  George  Leonard,Jan., 

1. 

Mr.  William  Gobb,  Dr.  George  Wheaton,  Mr.  Isaac  Hodges. 

Llent  WillUm  Gobb,  Dr.  George  Wheaton,  Mr.  Isaac  Hodges. 

Llent  Willfaim  Cobb,  Dr.  George  Wheaton,  Mr.  Isaac  Hodges. 

Llent.  William  Cobb,  Dr.  George  Wheaton,  Mr.  Isaac  Ho<lges. 

lient.  William  Cobb,  Dr.  George  Wlieaton,  Mr.  Ishmo  IliNlgrs. 

George  LeonanI,  Jnn.,  Ksi].,  Dr.  Gr>orge  Wheaton,  Mr.  Nathan 

Uilt 

Hon.  George  Iieonani,  Jnn.,  Keq.,  Mr.  John  Crane,  Mr.  Nathan 

but 

Hon.  George  Leonard,  Jnn.,  Ksq.,  Mr.  Natlian  Babbit,  Mr.  John 

ana. 

Capt  William  Homes,  Oapt.  John  Crane,  Mr.  Samnel  Newoomb. 

William  Homes,  Samael  Newoomb,  Isaac  Hodges. 

Uapt.  William  Ilomea,  Mr.  Isaac  Hodges,  Mr.  Kleaiar  Clap. 

William  Ilomea,  Mr.  Isaac  Hodgea,  Mr.  Kleaiar  Clap. 

William  Homes,  Mr.  Daniel  Dean,  Mr.  Kleaxar  Gap. 

Wntlam  Homes,  Ksq.,  Lieat.  William  Cobb,  Mr.  Daniel  Dean. 

Uent  WlUhun  Cobb,  William  Homes,  H^i.,  Deacon  Daniel  Dean. 

Llent  William  Cobb,  William  Homes,  Ksq.,  Deacon  Daniel  Dean. 

Wmiam  Homes,  Ksq.,  Lient  William  Cobb,  Deacon  Daniel  Dean. 

Capt  Seth  Smith,  Oapt.  Israel  Trow,  Deacon  Daniel  Dean. 

OaptSeth  Smith,  Capt  Israel  Trow,  Lieut  David  Arnold. 

Capt  Israel  Trow,  Capt  Seth  Smith,  Lieut.  DnTid  Arnold. 

Cbpt  Seth  Smith,  Cnpt  John  Crane,  Col.  SIUm  Cobb. 

Cbpt.  John  Crane,  Oapt  Isaac  Hodges,  Lieat  David  Arnold. 

Gapt  John  Crane,  Capt  Isaac  Iludges,  Lieut  David  Arnold. 

Oapt  John  Crane,  Llent.  David  Arnold,  Iilent  Jacob  Shepard. 

Ckpt  John  Crane,  Cnft  Kphraim  Lane,  Lient  Jacob  Shepard. 

•Cafit  Jehn  Crane,  Ckpt.  Kphraim  Lane,  Jacob  Shefiard. 

•Oapt.  John  Crane,  Oapt  Kphraim  Lane,  Jnn.,  Llent  Jacob  Shop- 

L 

Oapt  John  Crane,  Capt  Kphraim  Lane,  Jan.,  Capt  Darid  Clap. 
Oapt.  Kphraim  Lane,  Capt  Israel  Trow,  Capt  David  Clap. 
Oapt  David  Clap,  Kphraim  Ijane,  Otpt.  TIsilale  Hodgea. 
Capt  Davlfl  Clap,  Capt  Tlmlnlo  Hodges,  Isaac  Hotlgen,Jan. 
Deacon  Daniel  Dran,Ti8dale  Hodges,  Isaac  Hodges,  Jun. 
Capt  Tlsdnle  Hotlgeii,  Isaac  Hodgea,  Jan.,  Klislia  Cobb. 
Isaac  Hoflgea,Jun.,  Kllsha  Cobb,  David  Lincoln,  Jnn. 
Oapt  TIedale  Hodg«>s,  Isaac  Hodges,  Jan.,  Lient.  Klisha  Cobb. 
Immc  Hodges,  Jr.,  Llent  John  Hall,  Capt  Tiodale  Hodges. 
Isaac  Hodges,  Jr.,  Lieut.  John  Hall,  William  Bnrt 
William  Burt,  Lieut  John  Ilodgve,  MsJ.  Brian  Hall. 
William  Bnrt,  Samuel  Hunt,  Jonathan  Hodgea. 
WUllam  Burt,  Capt.  Jonathan  Hodges,  Capt  Samael  Hont 
Capt  Samuel  Hunt,  Capt  Jonathan  Hodgea,  MiO-  Brian  Hall. 
Oapt  Jonathan  Hodges,  Laban  Wheaton,  Ksq.,  Capt  Samnal 
mt. 
40 


1807.— Laban  Wheaton,  Ksq.,  Capt  Samnel  Hunt,  Mmj,  Brian  Hall. 
1808.— Lalian  Wheaton,  Brian  Hall,  Samnel  Hunt 
1800.— Isaac  Hodgea,  Mis|.  Brian  Hall,  Capt  Samuel  Hnnt 
1810.— Brian  Hall,  Isaac  Hodgea,  Samnel  Hnnt. 
1811.— Isaac  Hodgea,  Samuel  Hnnt,  Samnel  Oppeland. 
1812.— Samnel  Copeland,  Isaac  Hodgea,  Samuel  Hnnt 
1813.— Isaac  Hodgea,  Samnel  Oopeland,  Samnel  Hnnt 
1814.— Isaac  Hodgea,  Seth  Hodgea,  Jonathan  Newland. 
1810.— Isaac  Hedgea,  Lyiander  Makepeaoa,  Daniel  Lana. 
1810.— Isaac  Hodgea,  Lysander  Makepeaoe,  Seth  Hodgea. 
1817^— Isaac  Hedges,  Seth  Hodgea,  Lysander  Makepeaca. 
1818.— Seth  Hodgea,  Lysander  Makepeace,  Daniel  Lane. 
1819. — Seth  Hodges,  Daniel  Lane,  Lemuel  Arnold. 
1820.— Daniel  Lane,  Reth  Hodgea,  Lemuel  Arnold. 
1821.— Lemuel  Arnold,  Lemuel  Perry,  Jacob  Shepard. 
1822.— Lemuel  Arnold,  liomuel  Perry,  Jacob  She|iard. 
1A2:t.— Iiontuel  Perry,  Jacob  She|ianl,  Tliomas  Braman. 
1H24.— I^emnel  Perry,  Lemuel  Arnold,  Jacob  Shepard. 
1825.— Lemuel  Perry,  Jacob  Sho|mrd,  Daniel  I*atten. 
1820.— Ijemnel  Perry,  Jacob  Shepard,  Daniel  Patten. 
1827.— liemnel  Perry,  Daniel  Patten,  Oliver  Hunt 
1828.— Oliver  Hunt,  William  Hodgea,  Calvin  Lane. 
1820. — Sylvester  Newcomb,  Cromwell  Leonard,  Jacob  Shepard. 
1830.— Sylvester  Newcomb,  Cromwell  Leonard,  Jacob  Shepard. 
1831.— Cromwell  liconard,  Sylvester  Newcomb,  Wllltam  Lana,  Jr. 
1332.— Cromwell  Leonard,  Sylvester  Newcomb,  William  Lana,  Jr 
1833.— Cromwell  Leonard,  Sylvester  Newcomb,  William  Lana,  Jr. 
1834.— Cromwell  Leonard,  Sylvester  Newcomb,  William  Lana,  Jr. 
18:)6.— Cromwell  Leonard,  Sllneon  Blandin,  Seth  Hodgea. 
1830.— Seth  Hodgea,  Cromwell  Leonard,  Simeon  Blandin. 
1837.— Cromwell  Leonard,  Simeon  Blandin,  Leonard  Hodgea,  Jr. 
1838.— Leonard  Hodges,  Jr.,  Hennary  Newcomb,  Richard  F.  Sweat 
1839.— Henry  Newcomb,  Daniel  Briggs,  Leonard  Hodgea,  Jr. 
1840.— George  0.  Crane,  Jacob  Sheimrd,  Karl  Hodges. 
1841.— George  B.  Grnno,  Jacob  Shepard,  Karl  Hodges. 
1842.— Gforge  B.  Cmne,  Jaixib  8he|iard,  Karl  Hodgea. 
1843.— George  B.  ('rnne,  Jacob  8he|ianl,  Almond  Tucker. 
1844.— Almond  Tucker,  Itodolphns  II.  Williams,  Hiram  J.  Bunt 
1846.— Hiram  J.  Hunt,  Kddy  Lincoln,  Cyrus  White. 
1848.— George  B.  Crane,  Almond  Tucker,  Qyms  White. 
1847. — Seth  Sumoer,  Jr.,  George  B.  Crane,  Almond  Tucker. 
1848. — George  B.  Crane,  Seth  Sumner,  Jr.,  David  Arnold. 
1849.— George  B.  Crane,  Seth  Sumner,  Jr.,  David  Arnold. 
I860.— George  B.  Crane,  Seth  Sumner,  Jr.,  David  Arnold. 
1851.- Daniel  S.  Cobb,  Kll  Wood,  Benjamin  &  Hall. 
1862.- Daniel  S.  Cobb,  Kll  Wood,  Benjamin  S.  Hall. 
1863.— Daniel  S.  Cobb,  Charles  H.  Briggs,  John  B.  NaweonK 
I8A4.— Karl  C.  White,  Rlkanah  Wheeler,  Angnatna  Lana. 
1866.- Kbeneser  Tinkham,  Boyal  P.  Hodgea,  Hiram  H.  Wetharall. 
1860. — Augustus  Lane,  James  0.  Messlnger,  James  Allen. 
1867.— Augustus  lAne,  Jamea  0.  Messlnger,  Jamea  Allen. 
186d-^9.— Angnatns  Lane,  James  0.  Messlnger,  Jamas  Allen. 
I860.— Angnatua  Lane,  Jamea  O.  Messlnger,  William  D.  WetharalL 
1801-02.— Angustus  Lane,  William  D.  Wetherell,  Horatio  Bates. 
1803.— William  D.  Wetherell,  HoraUo  Bates,  Bei^nmln  K.  Sweat 
1884-06.— William  D.  Wetheroll,  Horatio  Batea,  Oharica  Spragna,  Jr. 
1800 —William  D.  Wetheroll,  Horatio  Batea,  Henry  Hnnt 
1807. — Leonard  Hodgea,  Augustas  Lana,  Alftrd  Barker. 
1808.— Leonard  Hodgea,  Alfred  Barker,  John  W.  Wetheroll. 
1809-70.— Leonard  Hodgea,  Knoeh  TlUietti,  Moaes  Lincoln. 
1871.— Leonard  Hodges,  Knoch  TIbbetts,  Androw  II.  Sweat 
1872-73.— A ndrow  H.  Sweet,  John  R.  Bogerson,  George  H.  Arnold. 
1874. — John  B.  Bogerson,  George  B.  Perry,  Joseph  Copeland. 
1876.— George  B.  Perry,  Joaepli  Copeland,  George  B.  Crane. 
1870-77.— George  11.  Perry,  Jolin  It  Rogenon,  Isaao  T.  Bramao. 
1878.— George  R.  Perry,  Horatio  Bates,  0.  X.  Walker. 
1879.— George  R.  Perry,  0.  K.  Walker,  Alfred  Barker. 
1880.— George  R.  Perry,  Alfred  Barker,  William  K.  Payson. 
1881.— William  A.  Lane,  Silas  A.  Stone,  Oron  X.  Walker. 
1882.— William  A.  Lane,  Sihw  A.  Ston^  William  D.  WetherolL 

TOWN  CLKRKS. 

John  Brigga,  1711 ;  George  I^eonard,  1712-10,  1721-90,  1749-60;  John 
Hodges,  1710-20,  1733;  John  Hodgee  (Ut),  1734-42;  George  Leon- 
anI, Jr.,  1761 ;  David  Williams,  1762-72;  John  King,  1779-78 ;  Capt 
Silas  Cobb,  1779-84;  Seth  Smith,  Jr.,  1785-93,  179^^;  Thomas 
Fobes,  1794;  Joseph  Hnnt,  1799-1819;  George  Walker,  1814-90; 
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Thomaa  Daoforth  (Sd),  1821-47;  John  Ormll^  18S»-«T;  B«?.  George 
F.  CUrk,  1868-60;  Anttln  Mowtngor,  1861-8S. 

Deputy  Sheriffs. — Benjamin  Williams  was  dep- 
uty slierift'  in  1767.  How  long  he  held  the  office  we 
know  not.  Ephraim  Burr  is  believed  to  have  been 
sheriff  from  some  years  previous  to  1784  up  to  1803; 
Isaac  Morey,  from  1791  to  1796 ;  Thomas  Fobes,  from 
1794  to  1796 ;  William  Verry,  most  of  the  time  from 
1800  to  1815;  George  Gilbert,  from  1808  to  1805; 
Ebenezer  Titus,  from  1808  to  1808;  Preston  Hodges, 
from  1818  to  1821;  Daniel  Smith  (2d),  from  1822  to 
1824;  George  Clapp,  from  1822  to  1824;  Daniel 
Morey,  in  1825;  Timothy  Smith,  from  1826  to  1884; 
Horace  II  Wetherell,  from  1885  to  1850 ;  Austin  Mes- 
singer,  from  1851  to  1858,  and  again  in  1856;  Cyril 
S.  Sweet  was  appointed  in  1858;  Artemas  C.King 
and  George  H.  Arnold,  now  in  office. 

State  Senators. — Hon.  Abraham  White  was 
chosen  senator  in  1787,  and  again  in  1788.  He  is  be- 
lieved to  have  been  the  son  of  Thomas  White,  of 
Taunton,  and  tradition  says  he  was  descended  from 
Peregrine  White,  the  first  English  child  born  at  Ply- 
mouth. He  was  a  somewhat  eccentric  man,  and 
could  not  read  or  write,  but  was  possessed  of  much 
native  talent,  practical  good  sense,  and  sound  judg- 
ment. He  was  much  employed  in  public  life,  where 
energy  and  decision  of  character  were  needed.  Nu- 
merous anecdotes  are  related  of  him,  all  of  which 
illustrate  his  ready  wit,  keen  satire,  and  ability  to 
meet  any  emergency  that  arose.  He  lived  at  the 
easterly  part  of  the  town.  He  married  first  a  daugh- 
ter of  John  Holmes,  of  Taunton,  by  whom  he  had  a 
son,  who,  with  his  mother,  died  young.  For  second 
wife,  Mr.  White  married  Hannah,  daughter  of  Ed- 
ward White,  of  Easton,  and  had  by  her  eight  chil- 
dren. He  died  Feb.  20,  1801,  in  his  eighty-fifth  year, 
so  that  he  must  have  been  born  in  1717. 

Hon.  George  Leonard  was  chosen  senator  in  1793, 
and  served  one  year  only. 

Hon.  Seth  Smith,  Jr.,  was  chosen  senator  in  1797, 
and  held  the  office  but  one  year.  He  was  the  son  of 
Deacon  Seth  Smith  by  his  first  wife,  Sarah  Cobb  (2d), 
and  was  born  Oct.  1,  1756.  He  married,  March  10, 
1780,  Rachel  Newcomb,  and  had  three  children.  He 
was  much  employed  in  public  business,  was  town 
clerk  many  years,  also  representative  to  the  General 
Court.  He  kept  a  store  in  the  centre  of  the  town  a 
few  years.  He  left  Norton  about  1799,  and  went  to 
New  York  city. 

Hon.  Cromwell  Leonard  was  chosen  senator  for 
the  year  1848,  and  rechosen  for  the  year  1849.  He 
is  the  son  of  Jonathan  Leonard  by  his  second  wife, 
Rebecca  Smith  (2d),  and  was  born  Dec.  1,  1788.  He 
is  the  grandson  of  Jacob  and  Mary  (Wild)  Leonard, 
and  is  descended  from  the  Taunton  Leonards,  who 
came  from  Pontypool,  Wales.  Mr.  Leonard  uiarricd, 
June  15,  1815,  Miss  Belinda  Copeland,  of  MauHfieid. 
They  had  four  children.  She  died  Aug.  25,  1848. 
He  married   for  second  wife,  June  20,   1849,  Miss 


Harriet  Morse,  of  ESast  Cambridge,  daughter  of  the 
late  Dr.  Caleb  Morse,  of  Moultonboroogb,  N.  H.  He 
served  the  town  many  years  as  moderator  of  town- 
meetings,  selectman,  assessor,  representative  to  the 
General  Court,  and  other  positions  of  trust  and  re- 
spectability. 

Hon.  John  Crane  was  chosen  senator  for  the  year 
1852.  He  is  the  son  of  Terry  and  Rebecca  (Harvey) 
Crane,  grandson  of  John  and  Rachel  (Terry)  Crane, 
and  was  born  Jan.  11, 1799.  He  married,  March  28, 
1825,  Miss  Sally  Harvey,  of  Taunton,  and  bad  two 
children.  He  held  the  office  of  town  clerk  and  treas- 
urer for  thirty  successive  years.  When  chosen  for 
the  thirtieth  time  in  1857  he  declined  a  re-election. 
He  has  represented  the  town  in  tliu  General  Court, 
wholly  or  in  part,  ton  years. 

Councilors. — Hon.  George  Leonard  was  a  royal 
councilor  twenty-five  successive  years,  commencing 
his  term  of  service  in  1741  and  closing  in  1766.  He 
was  the  son  of  Maj.  George  and  Anna  (Tisdale)  Leon- 
ard, and  was  the  first  male  child  born  in  the  westerly 
part  of  Norton.  His  advent  into  the  world  took  place 
March  4,  1698.  He  was  the  second  justice  of  the 
peace  in  town,  was  town  clerk  many  years,  and  also 
otherwise  much  employed  in  public  afiairs  as  select- 
man, assessor,  moderator  of  town -meetings,  represen- 
tative to  the  General  Court,  etc.  He  was  also  much 
engaged  in  the  military  afiairs  of  this  neighborhood, 
having  rhicn  from  a  subordinate  officer  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  regiment,  and  is  generally  known  as 
Col.  George  Jjconard.  He  was  appointed  judge  of 
the  court  of  Common  Pleas  in  1725,  and  held  the 
office  till  1780.  He  was  reappointed  to  the  same 
office  in  1738,  and  held  it  till  1740,  when  he  was  dis- 
missed for  having  been  connected  with  the  Land 
Bank  scheme.  He  was  again  appointed  to  the  bench 
in  1746,  and  continued  in  office  till  about  the  com- 
mencement of  the  Revolution.  A  portion  of  the 
time  he  was  on  the  bench  he  was  chief  justice  of  the 
court.  He  was  appointed  judge  of  probate  for  Bris- 
tol County  Feb.  16,  1747,  and  held  the  office  about 
thirty-one  years. 

Hon.  George  Leonard,  Jr.,  was  councilor  from  1770 
to  1775.  He  was  the  son  of  Col.  I^eonard  just  men- 
tioned. 

Hon.  Laban  M.  Wheaton  held  the  office  of  coun- 
cilor two  years,  viz.,  1857  and  1858.  (See  "Collegi- 
ate History.") 

Judges  of  Court  of  Common  Pleas. — Hon. 
George  Leonard  was  appointed  to  tiiis  office  Dec.  10, 
1715,  and  was  on  the  bench  only  a  few  months,  when 
he  died. 

Hon.  George  Leonard,  son  of  the  above,  was  judge 
most  of  the  time  from  1725  to  1775. 

Hon.  Ephraim  Leonard  was  appointed  judge  in 
1747,  and  was  in  oflicc  till  about  the  commencement 
of  the  Revolution,  lie  was  a  brother  of  George  Leon- 
ard, last  named,  and  was  born  Jan.  16,  1705-6.  He 
settled  in  the  North  Precinct  of  Norton. 


J_   ^    It  #1^^^       ^</  ^^    <^   '*    Ct 
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George  Leonard  was  appointed  judge  of  the 
>f  Ck>inmon  Pleas  July  1,  1785.  In  1798  he 
ef  justice  of  the  court,  and  was  on  the  bench 
ii8l804. 

Laban  Wheaton  was  appointed  chief  justice 
:}ourt  of  Common  Pleas  May  18, 1810,  but  did 
d  the  office  long. 

\FB  OF  Probate. — Hon.  Qeorge  Leonard  was 
isioned  judge  of  probate  Feb.  16,  1747,  and 
a  office  till  his  death  in  1778. 
Qeorge  Leonard,  son  of  the  above,  was  ap- 
1  to  this  office  June  7, 1784,  and  held  it  several 

iR  OF  Court  of  Sessions. — Hon.  Laban 
>n  was  api>ointcd  judge  of  this  court  May  25, 
at  the  following  year  the  court  was  abolished. 
STKR  OF  Proiute. — Hon.  George  Leonard, 
I  commissioned  register  April  18,  1749,  and 
e  office  till  1788. 

ftSSENTATIVES   IN   CONGRESS. — Hou.    GcorgO 

d  was  chosen  in  1788  a  member  of  the  First 
ss  of  the  United  States.    He  failed  of  an  elec- 
the  Second,  but  was  a  member  of  the  Third  and 
Congresses. 

Laban  Wheaton  was  representative   eight 
rom  March  4, 1809,  to  March  4,  1817. 
m, — ^The  following  shows  the  tax  levied  upon 
nfrom  1715  to  1800: 
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HON.  LABAN  WHEATON. 

Hon.  Laban  Wheaton  was  bom  in  Norton  (in  a 
part  of  the  town  which  is  now  in  Mansfield),  Ifarch 
13, 1764.  His  parents  were  Dr.  G^rge  and  Elizabeth 
(Morey)  Wheaton.  Rev.  Qeorge  Wheaton  (H.  U., 
1769),  minister  of  the  Congregational  Church  in 
Claremont,  N.  H.,  and  Daniel  Wheaton,  Esq.  (H.  U., 
1791),  lawyer  and  first  postmaster  of  Norton,  for  the 
towns  of  Norton,  Easton,  and  Mansfield,  were  his 
brothers. 

He  fitted  for  college  at  Wrentham  Academy,  entered 
Harvard  University  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  and  g^du- 
ated  in  1774,  at  the  age  of  twenty.  After  graduation 
he  taught  a  grammar  school  in  his  native  town,  but 
soon  relinquished  teaching  to  study  theology  under 
the  direction  of  Rev.  Abiel  Leonard,  D.D.,  pastor  of 
the  Congregational  Church  in  Woodstock,  Conn.  In 
May,  1775,  Dr.  Leonard  was  appointed  chaplain  in 
the  army,  where  he  received  the  special  commenda- 
tion of  Qens.  Washington  and  Putnam  for  his  great 
usefulness.  In  the  summer  following  this  appoint- 
ment of  his  teacher,  Mr.  Wheaton  commenced  to 
preach  at  Woodstock.  Afler  this  he  preached  in 
Oxford,  Walpole,  Dedham,  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  and  in 
Boston.  He  was  invited  to  a  pastorate  in  Framing- 
ham,  at  what  was  then  deemed  a  very  liberal  sup- 
port, but  on  account  of  imperfect  health  he  declined 


tSiWor  money. 

•  This  WM  Uie  tint  into  for  rmliing a  higb  way  tax  Uiat  wf  find  raoordwL 
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to  aetllc,  though,  with  Bome  int«rruptiona,  he  sup- 
plied the  pulpit  lit  Ftiimiiigham  about  four  ycun. 
On  account  of  failiDg  he&llh  he  nas  medically  ad- 
vised to  tritvel  and  to  relinquiah  preaohiDg.  Keeling 
the  iiecesDit;  from  limited  ineana  to  have  eome  biui- 
ness  to  meet  the  expense  of  traveling,  he  entered  into 
purtnenliip  with  &  claaainate  who  waa  engagifd  in 
mercantile  pureuita  at  Watertown,  and  in  the  iuUiroit 
of  the  finn  took  goods  lo  Canada,  and  exchanged 
them  with  the  Tiuliuna  for  fiira.  Illti  jmrtnor  livuuin- 
iag  ini'olved  in  finiincial  trouble  at  Watertown,  he 
withdrew  from  the  firm  at  the  end  of  four  years  with 
tenewpd  health,  but  with  low  of  all  pecuniary  galiiM, 
and  a  debt  of  five  hundred  dollars. 

At  tlurty-one  years  of  age  he  entered  the  law-office 
of  Squire  Kent,  of  Watertown,  to  study  law,  paying 
board  and  tuition  by  writing  and  L'opyiug  papers  and 
documents  for  his  teacher.  He  commenced  the  prac- 
tice of  law  at  Milton,  but  In  17SS  removed  to  his 
native  town  and  catabliahed  himuelf  in  his  prufession 
at  tlie  Centre  village.  With  a  very  high  order  of  in- 
telli?ctuBl  strength,  acute  legal  knowledge,  and  un- 
tiring application  to  the  duties  of  his  profession,  he 
attained  eminence  at  the  bar,  and  had  extensive 
practice  in  the  courts  of  Worcester,  Norfolk,  Sulliilk, 
riymouth,und  Uriatol  CountioH.  Seven  yeuni  ho  wuh 
Bent  by  his  townsmen  a  repreMtntalive  iu  the  State 
Legiiilature,  and  was  freqaently  elected  to  other 
oflices.  Bight  years  he  represented  the  district  in 
vhieh  he  lived  in  the  United  States  Congress.  In 
1810  he  was  appointed  chief  justice  of  the  Court  of 
Common  Fleas,  in  1S19  chief  justice  of  the  Court  of 
Beseiona,  and  he  filled  these  olBces  with  dignity  and 
grace  and  to  the  honor  of  the  bench. 

During  hisCongresaionalcareer,  which  was  marked 
by  fidelity  to  the  interests  of  his  constituents  end  the 
welfare  of  the  nation,  an  incident  of  debate  occurred 
which  is  worthy  of  permanent  record.  It  was  at  that 
period  when  the  slave  power  held  almost  absolute 
supremacy,  and  the  topic  of  slavery  was  tabooed  in 
Congress.  Oaoneoccaaion,in  the  progress  of  a  speech 
on  vital  issues,  Mr.  Whealon  referred  to  this  topic 
with  pertinent  remark.  He  was  iustanlly  interrupted 
by  a  dozen  men  springing  to  their  feet  with  loud, 
rapid,  and  imperative  criesof  "Order  1"  One  of  them, 
catching  the  eye  of  the  Speaker,  fiercely  renewed  the 
demand, saying,  "The gentleman  from  Maasachusetis 
would  excite  the  slaves  to  cut  their  masters'  throats  I" 
Mi.  Wheaton,  still  keeping  the  ^oor,  calmly  replied, 
"And  why,  Mr.  Speaker,  shouldn't  the  sieves  cut  their 
masters'  throats?  We  cut  our  masters'  throats  to 
secure  our  liberties,  and  why  shouldn't  they  cut  their 
masters'  throats  lo  gain  their  liberties?  I  put  the 
question  to  ihe  honorable  gontloinun  who  has  so  earn- 
estly called  me  to  order.  Will  he  have  the  goodness 
to  answer  it?"  The  boldness  of  this  response  and  its 
apt  home-thrust  silenced  his  opponents,  and  he  fin- 
ished his  speech  without  further  interruption.  None 
would  be  flower  than  be  to  incite  the  slaves  to  blood. 


yet  in  this  prompt  retort  he  poised  liimBcir  on  Che  ' 
right  and  vindicated  it  with  manly  honor  when  Ih* 
juat  and  necessary  freedom  of  debate  was  dominMr- 
ingly  and  intolerantly  called  in  quesUon.  In  that  re- 
tort he  not  only  reasserted,  by  a  quesUou  full-fraugbl 
with  the  spirit  of  lilteny,  the  inborn  and  inalienable 
right  of  the  cnalavcd  man  to  rise  to  llie  dignity  of  s 
freeman,  but  he  rebuked  by  a  surcaam  and  arguuieul, 
ngainet  the  edge  and  pointof  which  there  was  neither 
uliiuld  nor  hope,  the  tyranny  that  hrunght  il«  whip 
from  the  |iiantaliou  tu  the  CongreM  of  u  free  repub- 
lic. Mr.  Whcatou's  speeches  were  trenchant  and 
solid.  In  a  certain  weight  and  momentum  of  thought 
they  have  aeldom  been  surpassed.  The  doctrines  of 
personal  and  political  liberty  have  seldom  fouud  in 
the  United  States  Congress  a  more  powerful  chaiujiiou. 

In  1827,  at  the  age  of  seventy- three,  having  acquired 
an  ample  fortune,  ho  retired  from  the  exacting  duiiea 
of  the  le^al  profeiision  to  pass  the  decline  of  life  in 
the  care  of  bis  private  affaint,  in  the  comfort  and  peace 
of  his  home,  and  the  circle  of  friends  whom  he  loved. 
In  1794,  at  the  age  of  forty,  he  was  married  to  Fanny 
Morey,  daughter  of  Samuel  Murey,  Esq,,  of  Nortou. 
With  her  he  lived  fifly-two  yeorH,  she  surviving  him 
a  few  years.    They  had  four  children,  but  two  uf 
wliom,  a  daughl4:r  and  a  mm,  livud  to  luuliire  aga.  J 
To  these  children  he  gave  the  most  liberal  and  ainplefl 
opportunity  for  a  rc&uing  culture  and  thorough  eda-    i 
cation.    The  daughter  married  Dr.  ^it^ong,  of  Boston, 
but  not  long  afler.iu  1S34,  died  childless,  at  the  age  of 
tliirty-eiglit  years. 

The  death  of  this  only  daughter  was  a  sore  bereave- 
ment. While  grieving  for  the  loved  one  gone,  it  WM 
euggealed  to  him  to  establish  a  female  seminary  in 
the  village  of  her  early  home,  and  thus  contribute  lo 
make  the  daughters  of  others  what  she  had  been. 
The  thought  was  iu  aweot  harmony  with  his  sorrow, 
and  he  gladly  accepted  it  and  immediately  made  ar- 
raugeraenls  to  carry  it  into  eflcct.  Buildings  were 
erected  and  put  in  charge  of  a  hoard  of  trustees  whom 
be  wisely  selected,  who  procured  teachers  and  opened 
the  school  on  the  basis  of  making  it  fint-clasa  in  every 
respect  for  a  thorough  education  of  young  ladies, 
whose  success  and  usefulness  soon  brought  it  to  that 
rank  which  it  has  well  sustained  as  aiuoug  the  best  in 
New  England.  It  was  opened  in  1835,  and  by  tlia 
triinteea  very  appropriately  named  "  Wheaton  Female 
Seminary,"  in  a  just  recognition  of  him  who  bad 
founded  and  endowed  it  with  a  portion  of  his  prop- 
erty that  would  have  been,  had  she  lived,  the  inheri- 
tance of  his  beloved  daughter.  Tu  this  memorial 
work  the  father  iiud  mother  gave  their  tendercst  in- 
terest, and  to  tlie  close  of  their  lives  watched  it* 
growth  and  prosperity  witii  satisfaction,  and  cherished 
it  in  u  devoted  love.  On  the  23d  of  March,  1816,  at 
the  advanced  ageof  nincty-twu  years  and  ten  days,  he 
died.  With  fitting  mejuoriul  services  his  reuiuius 
were  tenderly  laid  in  the  family  buryiug-ground 
beside  those  of  his  beloved  daughter. 
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nON.  LABAN  MITCHBL   WHBATON. 

Hon.  Lftbnn  M.  Whenton,  son  of  Hon.  Laban  and 
Fanny  (Morey)  Wheaton,  wa«  born  in  Norton,  Sept 
14, 179G.  He  pursued  studies  preparatory  for  college 
at  Wrentham  and  Middleborough  Academies,  and 
immediately  before  entering  college  was  for  some  time 
a  pupil  in  the  University  Grammar  School,  Provi- 
dence, R.  I.,  then  under  the  tuition  of  Mr.  Joel  Hawes, 
who  afterwards  was  a  distinguished  Congregational 
pastor  in  Hartford,  Conn.  He  graduated  at  Brown 
University  in  1817  at  the  age  of  twenty-one. 

After  leaving  the  university  he  studied  law,  and 
entered  upon  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  his 
native  town.  In  a  few  years  the  care  of  his  father's 
large  estate  requiring  his  assistance,  he  gave  his  at- 
tention chiefly  to  this  until  his  father's  death  in  1846, 
whose  estate  he  inherited.  He  was  married  June  26, 
1829,  to  Eliza  B.  Chapin,  of  Uxbridge. 

He  was  for  many  years  postmaster  of  Norton,  was 
several  times  elected  representative  in  the  State  Leg- 
islature, served  two  terms  as  member  of  the  Gtovemor's 
Council,  and  was  a  trustee  of  the  State  Industrial 
School  for  girls  at  Lancaster.  Though  not  an  office- 
seeker  nor  ambitious  of  political  honors,  ho  was  un- 
mistakably a  Christian  patriot,  gratefully  accepted 
the  honors  that  were  freely  bestowed,  and  faithfully 
discharged  the  duties  involved.  Throughout  his  life 
he  was  the  faithful  son  of  his  father  in  devoted  at- 
tachment to  the  cause  of  freedom.  He  was  warmly 
interested  in  the  cause  of  education  and  of  Christian 
institutions^  He  and  his  wife  were  in  cordial  sym- 
patliy  with  the  father  in  the  founding  of  Wheaton 
Female  Seminary,  and  after  his  father's  death  were 
its  liberal  patrons,  making  large  additions  to  the 
original  endowment  funds. 

He  was  retiring  and  unobtrusive,  sensitively  ab- 
horred ostentation,  and  accordingly  preferred  to  dis- 
tribute his  charities  as  privately  as  possible.  In  this, 
his  chosen  and  habitual  mode  of  doing  good,  he  made 
many  individuals  and  society  in  general  greatly  his 
debtors.  Quiet  in  his  tastes,  with  sympathies  quick 
and  strong,  he  was  a  very  genial  man.  His  character 
was  marked  by  a  peculiar  spontaneity,  tenderness, 
and  constancy  of  humane  feeling  that  made  him 
prominently  the  young  man's  friend,  ready  to  com- 
mend the  worthy  and  to  aid  any  who  needed  his 
assistance.  A  lover  of  Christ  and  His  Church,  he 
was  a  liberal  supporter  of  the  gospel  at  home  and 
abroad,  and  was  ever  ready  to  contribute  generously 
to  the  cause  of  Christian  missions.  Afler  a  brief  but 
painful  illness  he  died  in  Norton,  Jan.  17,  1865,  at 
the  ago  of  sixty-eight  years,  four  months,  and  three 
^Ay^  greatly  lamented.  His  last  words  were,  "  I  am 
grounded  in  Christ." 


NATHANIBL  NEWCOMB. 

Nathaniel  Newcomb  was  bom  in  Norton,  Mass., 
April  12, 1797,  and  he  was  sixth  in  direct  descent 


from  Francis  Newcombi  who  was  bom  probably  in 
Hertfordshire,  England,  about  1605,  and  came  to 
America  in  the  ship  "  Planter"  in  1685,  accompanied 
by  his  wife,  Rachel,  then  aged  twenty,  his  daughter, 
Rachel,  of  two  and  a  half  years,  and  son,  John,  aged 
nine  months,  and,  after  residing  in  Boston  three  years, 
settled  in  Braintree  (now  Qnincy,  Norfolk  Co.,Mass.)9 
where  he  died  May  27, 1692,  aged  about  eighty-seven. 
His  gravestone  says  "  aged  one  hundred  years."  Tra- 
dition says  he  came  from  Oxfordshire,  England,  and 
that  he  was  of  pure  Saxon  blood.  He  owned  several 
tracts  of  land  in  Braintree.  He  had  ten  children. 
His  son  Peter,  bom  in  Braintree,  was  a  "  husband- 
man," and  much  in  public  office.  By  his  wife  Su- 
sannah, daughter  of  Richard  and  Sarah  Cutting,  of 
Watertown,  he  had  nine  children.  His  estate  was 
inventoried  at  £740  1«.  His  son  Jonathan  (third  gen- 
eration), also  bom  in  Braintree  in  1685-86,  was  a 
"  yeoman,"  and  owned  several  pieces  of  land.  He 
bought,  Jan.  22,  1727,  fifty-two  acres  of  land  in 
Norton  for  three  hundred  and  sixty  pounds,  and 
removed  thither  in  March,  1728.  The  same  year  he 
bought  thirty-five  acres  more  for  two  hundred  and 
forty-five  pounds,  and  in  1742  seventy  acres  for  two 
hundred  pounds.  He  served  in  the  memorable  expe- 
dition against  Louisbourg,  on  Cape  Breton,  and  died 
while  in  the  service  in  1745.  By  his  wife,  Deborah, 
he  had  eight  children.  She  died  in  1780,  aged  ninety- 
five.  Joseph  Newcomb  (fourth  generation),  son  of 
Jonathan,  was  bom  in  Braintree,  but  removed  to 
Norton  with  his  parents  when  but  twelve  years  old. 
He  married  Judith  Pratt,  of  Mansfield,  Oct  8, 1745, 
and  lived  in  Norton  until  his  death,  Oct  2,  1778. 
He  served  in  the  old  French  war,  first  in  1749,  in  Z. 
Leonard's  company,  of  Raynham ;  in  1757  was  in 
S.  Witherell's  company,  of  Norton.  He  had  seven 
children.  His  will  disposes  of  about  six  hundred 
and  fifty  acres  of  land,  and  his  personal  estate  in- 
ventoried at  £1286  6«.  Sd,  Joeiah  (fifth  generation), 
his  youngest  child,  was  bom  in  Norton,  April  14, 1764, 
was  a  farmer  and  resided  during  his  life  in  Norton. 
He  was  a  soldier  of  the  Continental  army  of  the 
Revolution,  enlisting  July  27,  1780,  in  Capt.  John 
Allen's  company,  of  Carpenter's  regiment.  He  mar- 
ried (first),  in  1782-83,  Rebecca,  daughter  of  Joseph 
and  Rebecca  (Tisdale)  Gk)dfrey,  who  was  born  in 
Easton,  Sept.  27,  1765.  She  died  Sept  25,  1881; 
(second)  in  1834,  Charlotte  Forest  He  had  four 
children,  all  by  his  first  wife. 

Nathaniel  Newcomb  (sixth  generation)  enjoyed 
the  advantages  of  common  schools  only  in  educa- 
tion, and  when  about  seventeen  entered  the  employ 
of  his  brother-in-law,  Simeon  Presbrey,  in  a  cotton- 
mill  in  Stoughton,  and  was  ever  afler  identified  and 
connected  with  cotton-manufactory.  He  married, 
April  17,  1828,  Betsey,  daughter  of  Gen.  Thomas 
and  Esther  (Newland)  Lincoln,  of  Taunton,  where 
she  was  born  Feb.  10,  1795.  Their  children  were : 
(1)  Bet9ey  ThomoM,  who  married  William  A.  Hay- 
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ward,  of  Milford,  Mass.,  and  had  one  child,  Harriot 
B. ;  (2)  Harriot  A,,  who  resides  in  Norton. 

Mr.  Newcomb  began  business  for  himself  in  his 
native  town  as  one  of  the  earliest  manufacturers,  and 
was  BuccessAilly  engaged  for  a  few  years  in  the 
manufacture  of  cotton  thread.  He  then  bought  of 
James  Beaumont  the  patent-right  to  make  wadding, 
and  continued  in  the  wadding  and  batting  business 
till,  having  accumulated  a  handsome  fortune  by  his 
untiring  industry,  rigid  economy,  and  business  ca- 
pacity, he  retired  from  active  connection  with  manu- 
facturing in  1860,  and  was  at  that  time,  and  probably 
at  the  time  of  his  death,  the  oldest  cotton-thread 
manufacturer  in  America.  He  was  a  careful  and 
cautious  man,  and  the  road  to  wealth  to  him  was 
made  by  slow  and  steady  accumulation,  never  by 
brilliant  and  fortunate  speculation.  He  took  no  risk, 
and  the  result  showed  the  wisdom  of  his  course.  He 
was  often  asked  for  advice,  and  was  a  safe  counselor. 
During  his  life  he  used  his  money  for  business  pur- 
poses, but  oflen  expressed  a  desire  to  leave  at  his 
death  a  token  of  remembrance  to  the  town  with  which 
he  had  been  so  long  identified,  and  his  daughter  car- 
ried his  wish  into  execution  by  the  erection  of  the 
town  hall.  Mr.  Newcomb  was  a  Democrat  in  politics, 
and  by  no  means  desired  office.  His  wish  was  to  be 
free  from  all  official  position.  He  was  of  strong  and 
positive  nature,  and  successful  in  nearly  everything 
he  undertook. 

April  17,  1873,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Newcomb  celebrated 
the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  their  marriage,  and  enter- 
tained a  large  number  of  friends  from  various  places 
near  and  remote.  Their  w'edded  life  continued  till 
the  death  of  Mr.  Newcomb,  Nov.  18,  1876.  Mrs. 
Newcomb  died  Aug.  16,  1878. 

The  history  of  Nathaniel  Newcomb  is  that  of  a 
self-reliant,  earnest,  and  successful  business  man. 
His  life  was  one  of  steady  and  active  devotion  to 
business,  and  his  success  was  the  natural  result  of  his 
ability  to  readily  comprehend  any  subject  presented 
to  him  and  courage  to  act  in  accordance  with  his  con- 
victions. He  was  a  cheerful  and  social  gentleman, 
possessing  sterling  qualities  of  character,  which  en- 
titled him  to  the  respect  of  all  who  knew  him.  He 
was  an  extensive  owner  of  real  estate,  not  only  in  his 
own  town,  but  in  other  places. 


HON.  CROMWELL    LEONARD. 

It  is  a  curious  fact  that,  in  certain  families,  a  predi- 
lection or  aptitude  and  inclination  for  a  certuin  pro- 
fession or  occupation  seems  to  manifest  itself  through 
many  generations,  and  among  members  of  the  family 
in  widely  remote  partsof  the  world,  and  under  perhaps 
diametrically  opposite  circumstances.  The  Leonards 
are  noted  throughout  this  country  and  Europe,  and 
have  been  so  for  generations,  for  their  connection  with 
the  iron  interests.  Although  the  particular  member 
of  the  family  of  which  we  write   chose  a  different 


field  for  his  life's  work,  yet  in  tracing  his  ancestnl 
history  we  find  that  he  comes  firom  a  fiunily  who  were 
prominently  identified  with  iron  business  on  lH»th  con- 
tinents. The  Leonards  have  been  a  fiunily  of  consid- 
erable prominence  in  England  for  many  generations. 
They  are  descended,  so  several  authorities  inform  us, 
from  Leonard,  Lard  Daere,  of  England,  and  through 
two  lines  Arom  Edward  III.,  via.:  through  John  of 
Gkiunt,  Duke  of  Lancaster,  and  Thomas  Plantage- 
net,  Duke  of  Gloucester.  Jama  and  Henry ^  brothen, 
were  the  first  who  came  to  America.  They  were  sons 
of  Thomas  Leonard,  of  Pontypool,  County  Monmouth 
Wales,  which  place  is  famous  for  its  iron-works  and 
mines.  They  were  identified  with  the  first  three  iron- 
works established  in  America, — at  Braintree,  Lynn, 
and  Taunton.  They  finally  settled  at  Taunton,  and 
were  the  progenitors  of  the  family  of  Leonards  who 
have  been  more  or  less  prominently  idenUfied  with 
the  history  of  Bristol  County  from  that  time  to  the 
present.  The  Leonards  have  almost  invariably  been 
men  of  great  wealth  and  high  position.  Hon.  George 
Leonard,  of  Norton,  a  descendant  of  the  same  family, 
owned  the  largest  estate  in  Bristol  County,  if  not  in 
New  England,  and  his  timber  lands  were  undoubtedly 
the  most  valuable  in  the  State.  The  keel  of  the  frig- 
ate ''  Constitution"  was  taken  from  his  lands.  It  is 
said  that  he  "  lived  in  baronial  style,  surrounded  by 
numerous  tenantry." 

The  famous  Daniel  Leonard,  antagonist  of  John 
Adams  in  the  questions  of  allegiance,  and  author  of  the 
famous  ''Massachusettensis"  papers,  and  afterwards 
chief  justice  of  Bermuda,  was  of  tliis  family.  Hon. 
Qeorge  Leonard  and  his  father  were  judges  of  probate 
in  Bristol  County  many  years.  It  is  worthy  of  note 
that  the  first  genealogical  account  of  any  considerable 
extent  printed  in  New  England  was  Dr.  Forbes' 
"Account  of  the  Leonard  Family."  We  have  not 
been  able  to  trace  the  direct  unbroken  line  from 
James  (1)  Leonard  to  Cromwell,  but  that  he  is  a  de- 
scendant of  James  there  can  be  no  reasonable  doubt, 
as  it  is  known  that  the  family  to  which  he  belonged 
descended  frOm  the  Taunton  Leonards. 

Hon.  Cromwell  Leonard  was  the  son  of  Jona- 
than Leonard  by  his  second  wife,  Kebcccu  Smith. 
He  was  born  Dec.  1 ,  1788.  He  was  grandson  of  Jacob 
and  Mary  (Wild)  Leonard.  He  married,  June  15, 
1815,  Belinda  Copeland,  of  Mansfield,  by  whom  he 
had  four  children.  He  married  for  his  second  wife, 
June  20,  1849,  Harriet  Morse,  of  East  Cambridge, 
daughter  of  Dr.  Caleb  Morse,  of  Moultonborough, 
N.  H,  She  was  born  Oct.  19, 1810.  Her  mother  was 
Anna  (Ambrose)  Morse.  Her  father,  Dr.  Morse,  was 
one  of  the  pioneer  physicians  of  that  part  of  New 
Humpshire,  and  was  a  man  of  remarkable  mental  and 
piiysical  vigor.  He  lived  to  his  eighty-third  year, 
and  continued  in  active  ))ractice  until  a  few  days 
prior  to  his  death.  Hon.  Cromwell  Leonard  was  one 
of  the  most  prominent  and  most  highly-esteemed 
men  Norton  has  produced.     He  enjoyed  in  a  very 
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high  degree  the  esleem  and  confidence  of  his  fellow- 
townsmen.  He  serred  for  many  years  as  moderator 
of  town -meetings,  selectman,  assessor,  representative 
to  General  Court,  etc.  Like  most  of  the  Leonards 
he  lived  to  a  good  old  age,  and  probably  no  man  who 
ever  lived  in  the  town  was  more  sincerely  mourned 
than  he  when  the  summons  came  "  to  join  the  innu- 
merable caravan."  Mrs.  Leonard  now  resides  in  West 
Somerville,  Mass.,  near  North  Cambridge  line. 


GBOROB  BOWRRS  CRANE. 

Almost  if  not  quite  all  the  various  families  of  the 
name  Crane,  Crayne,  or  Crain  in  New  England  are 
descetided  from  the  family  of  that  name  who  came 
from  England  to  America  in  the  early  days  of  the 
New  Haven  Colony,  and  were  among  the  most  active, 
enterprising,  and  intelligent  of  that  hardy  pioneer 
band  who  braved  so  many  dangers  and  encountered 
and  endured  so  many  privations  and  hardships  to 
win  for  themselves  and  their  posterity  a  home  in  the 
New  World.  (For  an  account  of  some  of  the  ances- 
tors of  the  Crane  family,  see  biography  of  A.  B. 
Crane  in  this  volume.) 

A  few  generations  ago  the  ancestors  of  George  B. 
resided  in  Berkley.  The  first  of  the  name  of  whom 
there  is  any  record  was  Henry^ ;  he  had  a  son  John*, 
who  had  a  son  named  Qenham^,  who  was  a  farmer  in 
Berkley,  and  from  frequent  mention  in  records  it  is 
presumable  he  was  a  man  of  some  note  in  his  time. 
He  had  a  son,  Capt.  John\  who  became  one  of  the 
leading  men  of  his  community,  and  a  man  much  es- 
teemecl  for  his  integrity  and  sterling  worth.  He  was 
by  occupation  a  farmer  and  surveyor.  He  was  select- 
man of  his  town  and  member  of  the  Legislature. 
He  married  Rachel  Terry,  of  Freetown,  Mass.,  and 
was  the  first  of  his  family  to  settle  in  Norton.  He 
located  about  two  miles  southeast  of  the  village  of 
Norton,  and  built  the  house  now  occupied  by  his  de- 
scendant, George  B.  He  was  a  captain  of  militia, 
and  a  pioneer  in  all  reform  movements.  His  children 
were  John,  Rachel,  George,  Calvin,  Hannah,  and 
Terry,  Both  he  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the 
Society  of  Friends.  Capt.  Ihr^  was  brought  up  a 
farmer,  married  Rebecca  Harvey,  daughter  of  Henry 
Harvey,  of  Taunton,  by  whom  he  had  one  child, 
Hon.  John  Crane,  who  became  senator  from  his 
county,  and  who  was  town  clerk  and  treasurer  in 
Norton  thirty  consecutive  years,  and  then  declined 
re-election.  Capt.  Terry's  second  wife  was  Matilda 
Mneombcr;  by  this  marriage  there  was  no  issue. 
His  third  wife  was  Roby  King,  by  whom  he  had 
Rebecca  (died  in  infancy),  Roby  K,  (married  Leonard 
Hall,  of  Taunton,  now  deceased),  Harriet  T,  (mar- 
ried Lemuel  Arnold,  of  Norton,  now  deceased),  Han- 
nah W;  (married  Andrew  H.  Hall,  of  Taunton,  now 
deceased),  Geortje  J9.,  Nancy  K,  (married  J.  Warren 
Dean,  of  Taunton,  now  living  a  widow),  Matilda  M. 


(married  James  W.  Hathaway,  of  Freetown,  now 
deceased),  Daniel  (married  Wealthy  Hodges,  of  Nor- 
ton, is  still  living),  Abigail  W,  (died  at  the  age  of 
seventeen),  and  EHtabethL.  (became  upon  her  sister's 
decease  the  second  wife  of  Jamee  W.  Hathaway,  of 
Freetown,  and  is  still  living). 

Capt  Terry  was  a  quiet,  unobtrusive  man,  choosing 
the  private  pastoral  life  of  a  farmer,  and  always  sedu- 
ously  avoiding  everything  savoring  of  publicity  or 
distinction.  The  only  office  he  would  ever  accept 
was  in  the  militia,  in  which  be  ranked  aa  captain. 
He  was  a  Jeffersonian  Democrat  in  politics,  and  in 
religious  belief  a  Unitarian.  He  resided  all  his  life 
on  the  home  farm  where  he  was  born. 

George  B.,  the  fifth  child  and  eldest  son  of  Capt 
Terry  by  third  wife,  was  born  in  Norton,  Bristol  Co., 
Mass.,  Nov.  10, 1810.  He  was  brought  up  a  farmer's 
boy,  and  while  he  did  not  enjoy  the  advantages  for  a 
scholastic  education,  now  so  common  among  the  better 
classes  of  New  England  people,  yet  he  had  whatever 
instruction  the  common  schriols  of  bis  town  afforded, 
of  which  he  made  the  most,  and  being  early  taught 
to  labor,  he  laid  the  foundation,  by  abundant  and 
healthful  outdoor  exercise,  for  a  rugged  constitution 
and  well-developed  physique,  which,  notwithstand- 
ing the  more  than  ordinary  amount  of  hard  labor  he 
has  performed,  he  has  maintained  to  his  old  age.  As 
soon  as  he  had  arrived  at  proper  age  he  taught  school 
winters  and  farmed  during  summer  months.  This  he 
continued  about  ten  years.  During  the  last  forty 
years  he  has  done  a  great  deal  of  surveying  in  his 
own  and  all  adjacent  towns.  In  addition  to  farming, 
which  has  been  the  principal  business  of  his  life,  he 
has  also  done  considerable  wood  and  lumber  business. 
He  married,  Jan.  81, 1849,  Martha  Jones,  of  Rayn- 
ham,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Mary  Jones.  (For 
ancestral  history  of  Jones  family,  see  biography  of 
Samuel  Jones  elsewhere  in  this  volume.) 

They  have  had  but  one  child,  George  Terry,  bom 
Jan.  20,  1852.  He  grew  up  to  manhood  at  the  home 
of  his  parents,  married  C.  Amelia  Woodward,  daugh- 
ter of  Joeiah  and  Cassandana  W.  (Peck)  Woodward, 
of  Norton,  Sept  4,  1878.  They  have  one  child, 
Martha  J.,  born  April  7, 1881,  a  bright  little  sprite 
that  gladdens  the  household. 

George  T.  early  developed  an  inclination  for  work- 
ing in  iron  and  a  marked  ingenuity  in  that  direction. 
As  he  grew  older  he  cultivated  this  aptitude,  and 
without  having  served  an  apprenticeship  he  became 
an  expert  blacksmith  and  carriage-builder,  established 
a  shop  of  that  kind  adjacent  to  his  father's  residence, 
and  now  resides  with  his  parents,  and  follows  black- 
smithing  and  carriage-building  as  his  occupation. 

George  B.  Crane  has  been  a  member  of  the  school 
committee  in  his  town,  selectman,  and  assessor  ten 
years,  justice  of  the  peace  since  1851,  member  of 
Legislature  in  1856,  and  in  1853  was  a  member  of  the 
State  Convention  to  revise  the  Constitution  of  Massa- 
chusetts. This  convention  numbered  among  its  mem- 


iny  of  the  brightest  int«Hecla  of  which  the  ol<J 
Baj  State  could  boiut. 

Mr.  Crane  haa  Always  been  a  Democrat  in  politics. 
In  religion  a  Uaitarian.  Be  baa  done  a  great  deal  uf 
probate  business  and  settled  many  eatuteii.  He  is  a 
lemarkably  well  preserved  man  for  one  of  bin  years, 
bis  step  being  as  elnstic  and  hia  carriage  as  erect  as 
most  young  luen.  He  ia  a  man  of  sterling  integrity, 
bonest,  earnest,  and  siuecre.  AH  hh  life  be  bus  been 
energetic,  industrious,  and  progressive,  always  favor- 
ing whatever  tended  lo  the  advancement  and  best 
interest  of  his  community.  He  is  a  man  of  modesty 
ftnd  merit,  and  one  of  Norton's  moal  useful  and  c«' 
teemed  citizens. 


LEWIS  BILLINUS  DKANR. 
The  name  Den  or  Dene,  *?bicb  was  the  original 
way  of  spelling  what  is  now  written  Deane  or  Dean, 
made  iU  appearance  in  England  soon  after  the  intro- 
duction of  surnames.  It  was  apparently  derived  from 
the  Baxun  word  den  or  dene,  meaning  a  valley,  and 
being  first  given  lo  estates  of  that  character,  soon 
passed  to  their  possessors.  The  family  is  probably  of 
Norman  origin,  as  the  first  of  the  name  of  whom  we 
have  any  account  was  Robert  de  Den,  butler  to  Ed- 
ward the  Confessor,  and  doubtless  one  of  bis  "  Nor- 
man favorites,"  as  it  is  known  he  owned  estates  in 
Normandy.  Later  on  the  name  ia  met  with  in  Essex, 
Northamptonshire,  Huntingdonshire,  Oxfordahlro, 
etc.,  many  of  them  knights  and  nobles.  After  the 
abolition  of  feuJalties  by  Henry  VII.,  the  terri- 
torial prefix  "  de"  dropped  into  disuse.  The  letter  a 
was  introduced  into  the  name  Dene  during  the  reign 
of  Queen  Elisabeth,  and  it  became  Dcano.  The 
Deaues  of  England  have  been  a  highly  respectable 
and  prominent  family.  Henry  Dene,  Archbisbnp  of 
Canterbury,  and  Lord  Chancellor  under  Henry  Vlt, ; 
Sir  Richard  Deane,  mayor  of  London  in  1629 ;  Muj.- 
Gen.  Richard  Deane,  the  regicide ;  and  Sir  Anthony 
Doaue,  comptroller  of  the  navy,  were  of  that  fnm- 
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The  Deanes  have  resided  for  centuries  aland  in  the 
'vicinity  uf  Taunton,  Somersetshire,  England,  and 
from  that  place  came  most  of  the  early  inimigrunta  of 
that  name  to  America.  Stephen  Deane  was  tho  first 
of  the  name  to  land  in  America.  He  came  on  the 
■hip  "  Fortune,"  November,  1G21.  Ho  built  the  first 
-corn-mill  in  Plymouth  Colony.  Johu  and  Walter 
Deane,  brotberfl,  who  came  to  America  in  1637  from 
Taunton  or  immediate  vicinity,  in  England,  were  the 
progenitors  of  most  of  the  present  extensive  Deane 
family  in  Massachusetts.  They  settled  at  Taunton, 
Bristol  Co.,  which  place  is  said  to  derive  ita  name 
from  Taunton,  England.  "They  took  up  their  farms 
on  the  west  bank  of  the  river,  about  one  mile  from 
the  present  village  of  Tauuton,"  and  their  descendants 
still  occupy  the  ancient  boincstead.  Hon.  Silos  Deane, 
of  Connecticut,  minister  to  France,  177B,  and  a  de- 


idant  of  same  original  family,  was  the  one 
«nlist«d  the  sympathies  and  finally  the  services  of 
Lafayette  in  our  struggle  for  independence.' 

The  Deanes,  wherever  residing,  have  been  noted 
for  certain  characteristics,  among  which  may  be  men- 
tioned strong  will-power,  earnest  purpose,  untiring 
energy,  and  integrity  of  chamcter. 

Lewis  It.  Deane,  of  whom  we  write,  is  the  youngest 
of  a  family  of  nine  children.  John  DeaiiL',  his  fntlier, 
WHS  born  Junu  4,  1774;  iliud  Jnn.  7,  1S41.  Itvl«ey 
(Smith)  Deane,  the  niotl>er,  wiia  born  Mnrch  U.  I78fi, 
died  March  18,  I8.')2.  Their  children  were /oA'i,  born 
Feb.  -A  ISll-  Ho  married  a  Whiting,  of  Dedhain, 
was  freight  agent  in  Boston  of  N.  B.  and  T.  Bailrnad, 
but  resided  in  Dedham.  He  died  Sept.  4,  1864, 
leaving  two  children,  ifaria,  born  Oct.  27,  181S, 
itiarried  Henry  Hunt,  of  Norton,  died  Dec.  22,  1871, 
leaving  one  child.  Iiaae,  born  March  28,  1815,  died 
Sept.  3,  18S0,  unmarried.  EHia,  born  Dec.  28,  1816. 
married  Parker  Makeiteace,  of  Norton  ;  haa  two  chil- 
dren. Oliver,  born  June  U,  1618,  married  F.liia 
Hunt,  of  Norton  ;  resides  in  Canton,  where  he  U  en- 
gaged iu  coal  and  ice  business  and  farming  ;  has  one 
child.  Oalinit,  born  Feb.  27,  1821.  married  and  re- 
aidea  in  Canton;  runs  an  express  from  Canton  to 
lioalon.  (brMiia,  Itorn  Oct.  10,  1622,  unmarried,  re- 
sides with  I'arker  Makepeace.  iMprellott,  burn  April 
9,  1824,  died  Nov.  30,  18115,  uumnrrieil. 

Lewis  Billinos  DEANii:  woa  born  Nov.  20, 1826. 
He  knew  but  little  of  a  mother's  love  or  tender  care, 
AS  he  wns  but  six  years  of  age  when  bis  ni oilier  died. 
He  was  brought  up  on  a  farm,  and  after  iirriving  a\ 
mnnhood  continui^  to  follow  that  aci:u|uilluu  till 
1853,  when  ho  went  to  Boston  and  engaged  to  drive  a 
team  for  his  brother  John.  After  a  time  he  took  a 
partnership  in  the  businesa,  and  finally,  in  company 
vrith  his  brother  Laprellott,  he  purchased  his  brother 
John's  interest,  and  from  that  time  till  Laprcllott'a 
death  they  conducted  the  business  together.  After 
hia  brother's  death  Mr.  Deane  took  Ambrose  Hardy, 
who  wua  a  hook-kcoper  iu  the  N.  It.  Railroad  olhce, 
in  partnership,  and  they  engaged  uot  only  to  haul, 
but  to  load  the  freights  of  that  road  in  Boston.  The 
buBiueaa  was  prosperous  and  successful.  In  1873, 
having di)iaolvcd  partuonhip  with  Mr.  Ilurdy,  Thonioa 
P.  Frost  became  a  partner  in  the  business,  and  two 
years  later  Mr.  Deaue  sold  out  to  him  bis  interest 
and  returned  to  his  home  in  Norton.  He  and  liis 
brother  Laprellott  had  previously  purchased  the  in- 
terest of  the  other  heirs  in  the  homo  farm,  and 
upon  the  decease  of  Laprellott,  Lewis  H.  inherited 
his  share.  The  homestead  consists  uf  seventy-five 
Hurcs  of  laud,  with  commodious  dwelling  and  out- 
buildings. Mr.  Deane  has  built  a  large  and  well- 
appointed  barn,  and  is  pleasantly  situated  iu  life. 
His  home  ia  in  the  suburbs  of  the  pleasant  little  vit- 
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Iflge  of  Norton  Centre,  and  he  is  considered  one  of 
the  nioflel  farmers  of  the  town. 

lie  ninrrie<1,  Anjij.  18,  J880,  Rose  Hums,  of  Provi- 
dence. They  have  n<»  ehihlren.  Jleisa  Whij^  and 
Uepnhlican  in  ))olitieJ4,  and  an  atteiidatit  of  the 
Unitarian  Church. 

Mr.  Doane  is  an  industrious,  honest,  respected  citi- 
zen of  his  town,  and  has  hecn  a  successful  man  in 
whatever  he  has  undertaken. 


SILAS   ALLKN   STONE. 

The  men  who  came  to  New  England  in  the  early 
colonial  days  were  not  only  hardy,  courageous,  and  ad- 
venturous, hut  many,  if  not  moff,  of  them  were  men 
of  eilucatifui  and  intelligence.  In  their  struggle  for 
existence  in  the  New  World,  however,  they  encoun- 
tered so  many  privations,  and  had  to  meet  and  over- 
come so  many  obstacles,  that  they  had  but  little  time 
to  devote  to  the  education  of  their  children,  and 
particularly  was  this  true  of  the  second  and  third 
generations.  One  result  of  all  this  was  that  of  the 
first  settlers  we  have  usually  quite  authentic  and  more 
or  less  complete  records,  while  of  their  children  and 
children's  children  we  can  learn  but  little  because  of 
their  inattention  to  literary  matters  and  the  conserpient 
meagre  <l:ila  Ihey  have  left  behind  them.  The  Stone 
family  furnishi^s  no  exceptitin  to  this  general  rule. 

The  first  of  the  name  who  e4ime  to  America  was 
Deacon  Simon  »Stone,  who  embarked  at  London, 
England,  April  15,  Ht'V)^  in  the  ship  "Increase," 
Jlobert  Ix'a,  master,  and  May  25,  163G,  he  was  ad- 
mitted a  freeman  at  Watertown.  Ho  was  at  that 
time  nriy,  and  his  wife  Joan  thirty-eight  years  of  age. 
The  place  of  his  homestead  was  just  south  of  Mount 
Auburn  Cemetery,  an<l  probably  embraced  part  of 
those  grounds.  The  records  of  the  Plantation  Oflice 
in  Ijonilon  show  that  he  was  a  husbandman  in  Eng- 
land prior  to  his  removal  to  America.  He  became  a 
man  of  consequence  in  the  new  colony.  He  was 
selectman  seven  years,  and  was  a  leader  in  church 
and  St4ite  affairs.  His  younger  brother,  Deacon 
(Gregory,  came  to  Cambridge  and  settled  in  J 637. 
IW>th  the  brothers  reared  families,  an<l  from  one  or 
the  other  of  them  (most  jirobably  Deacon  Gregory) 
the  particular  branch  of  the  St<me  family  of  which 
Silas  A.  is  a  member  was  descended. 

milinm  Stone  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  the 
town  of  Norton,  Bristol  (Jo.,  Mass.  His  son,  known 
as  ( 'apt,  WiUiam  Stone,  was  a  man  of  much  promi- 
nence in  the  early  history  of  that  town.  He  was 
town  treasurer  from  \72(\  to  1733,  inclusive.  He  was 
one  of  the  sclcctnion  ten  years,  between  1730  and  i 
1750.  He  roprcscnted  the  town  in  the  I^egislature 
five  years,  and  was  captain  in  the  militia.  His 
nwonl,  made  in  1745,  is  now  in  the  possession  of  his 
great-grandson,  Silas  A.  Stone.  His  wife  was  Me- 
hitable  l^ane.  He  established  an  iron  forgo  just 
above  where  Norton  Centre  Mills  now  stand,  nearly 


opposite  the  old  Stone  homestead.  He  had  children, 
of  whom  Nathaniel  was  one.  Nathaniel  was  born 
Sept.  2,  1753,  and  died  April  11,  1835.  His  wife  was 
Itebeeea  Woodward.  She  was  born  June  20,  1758, 
and  died  Sept.  8,  180G.  Their  children  were  Sarah, 
born  Feb.  20,  1780,  died  Oct.  4,  1843;  Sybil,  born 
Dec.  1,  1781,  died  March  26,  1832;  Rebecca,  born 
Oct.  11,  1783,  died  May  1.  1867;  Nathaniel,  born 
June  26,  1786,  died  July  26,  1840;  Hannah,  born 
Aug.  18,  1787,  died  June  3,  1866;  Lydia,  born  Oct. 
14,  1789,  died  March  19,  1876;  Lucinda,  born  Dec. 
17,  1791,  died  July  20,  1870;  Betsey,  born  Aug.  4, 
1793,  died  Oct.  9,  1880 ;  Larnard,  born  Dec.  26, 1794, 
died  Sept.  12,  1869;  Earl  W.,  born  Oct.  16, 1796,  died 
Jan.  28,  1879;  Fanny,  born  July  24,  1798,  died  Jan. 
22,  1879;  Mason,  born  May  21,  1800,  now  resides  in 
Wisconsin. 

Nathaniel,  like  his  father,  was  one  of  the  leading 
men  of  his  town.  He  was  a  farmer,  and  also  con- 
tinued the  iron  forge  established  by  his  father,  larn- 
ard Stone,  His  son  was  brought  up  on  the  farm  and 
in  the  forge.  He  also  did  considerable  carpentering, 
and  for  many  years  drove  a  wagon,  peddling  dry- 
goods  through  the  adjacent  country.  He  married  first 
Caroline  Allen,  of  Mansfield.  She  was  born  Nov.  7, 
1806.  Their  children  were  Hiram  L.,  born  Oct.  23, 
1831;  Nathaniel  Davis,  Imrn  Dec.  16,  1835;  Sarah 
(Caroline,  born  Feb.  5,  1839;  aSV/o*  Allen^  born  Feb.  3, 
1843;  and  George  Otis,  born  April  29,  1845.  Of 
these  all  are  dead  except  Silas  A.  Mr.  Stone  married 
for  his  second  wife  Mrs.  Roxey  Harris,  n^  Carpenter, 
of  Attleborough,  Mass.  By  this  marriage  there  was 
no  issue. 

Silas  A.  Stone  was  brought  up  on  the  farm  until 
the  age  of  nineteen,  when  he  went  to  Sharon,  Nor- 
folk Co.,  Mass.,  and  learned  blacksmithing  with  Dan- 
iel S.  Knapp,  with  whom  he  remained  over  three 
years.  Upon  leaving  Sharon  he  went  to  Providence, 
at  and  in  the  vicinity  of  which  place  he  remained  a 
year,  when  he  went  to  Norton,  opened  a  shop,  and 
carried  on  business  about  two  years.  In  1868  he 
went  to  Sharon,  built  a  blacksmith-shop,  and  began 
business,  himself  the  only  operative.  His  business, 
however,  soon  justified  him  in  hiring  an  assistant, 
then  another  and  another.  He  soon  added  a  car- 
riage-building department,  and  as  fast  as  his  business 
increased  he  employed  men  enough  to  run  it,  until 
he  had  built  up  quite  a  large  manufacturing  business. 
After  some  years  his  health  gave  way,  and  he  was 
compelled  to  relinquish  for  a  time  all  active  business. 
So  he  sold  (and  rented)  his  shops  to  C.  S.  Harper, 
and  removing  to  his  native  town,  Norton,  he  remod- 
eled and  refitted  the  old  homestead  of  his  grand- 
father, and  made  that  his  residence.  The  ensuing 
three  years  were  spent  farming  on  a  small  scale,  buy- 
ing and  selling  carriages,  etc. 

In  the  spring  of  1883,  having  measurably  recovered 
his  health,  he  sold  out  his  possessions  in  Norton  and 
returned  to  Sharon,  where  he  took  an  interest  in  his 
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former  biisiiicus  in  cunipauy  with  Mr.  Ilurper.  Tlic 
budincaa  iii  i\ie  uieuii  time  liiu  largely  incrciuKHl,  iLtid 
the  variou)!  buitdingK  now  cover  conaiileroble  gniund, 
«nd  in  llicirBtore-roomsare  to  be  ruundsoriie  elegant 
carriages.  Tliejr  di>  Iiigh  grade  work  only,  and  every 
Tdhicle  thut  leavM  their  e«tabliithment  is  gusrantued. 

April  2>J,  ISGT,  Mr.  Stone  married  Mary  L.,  dnugli- 
t«r  of  Sunfnrd  and  Phcbu  Billings,  of  Bharon.  Her 
gruat-grundiiither,  Cujit  Wiilinni  BillingH,  wus  »nt:  of 
tbe  [ilonuers  in  that  section  which  is  now  ttie  town  of 
Sharon.  He  came  from  Dorcheelor.  Jle  had  ii  son 
Jeaee,  wlio  mnrried  Abigail  Cupeii,  anit  had  children, 
— Abigail,  Ann,  Harriet,  Blliitbetli, and  Saiiford.  The 
latter  niarrietl,  firit,  Caroline  Wnten,  by  wliom  be 
had  tme  child,  Satiford  W.  His  sui-ond  wife  wiui 
I'hek-  Lint^oln.  Their  children  weru  I'liebt:  A.,  Har- 
riet C,  Mury  L.,  and  Jesse  L. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stone  have  two  children, — Mary  C, 
born  April  SS,  lS(i9,  and  Allen,  born  Nov.  10,  1875. 

In  politics  Mr.  Stone  is  un  earnest  Republiean. 
When  he  was  twenty-four  he  was  appointed  couitji- 
ble,  which  oflice  he  held  until  he  left  Norton.  Upon 
bin  return  to  Norton  he  was  chosen  selectinau,  and 
was  chairman  of  the  bonrd.  He  was  selectman  two 
years  iniUl  Ids  removal  to  Sharon.  He  is  il  man 
much  respected  in  whatever  community  he  hu«  lived. 


WILLIAM    A.  STLIKDY. 

William  A.  Sturdy,  son  of  William  and  Mercy 
(Keacb)  Sturdy,  was  born  in  IJlactslonu,  Mass.,  Jiui. 
7,-l840.  His  father  was  a  painter  by  trade,  and  Wil- 
liam remained  with  him,  working  to  aaaint  him,  with 
limited  common  school  advanlagea  for  education, 
until  he  was  seventeen,  when  he  was  indentured  to 
the  Union  Jewelry  Company  of  Attleborough  to 
lean)  jewelry  manufacturing,  and  remained  with 
them  until  IfiGO.  He  then,  in  a.  small  way,  witli  uo 
capital  but  his  trade,  began  bnsine^  for  himself,  but 
the  great  civil  war  In  IStil  brought  all  buslncus  tu  a 
pause,  and  Mr.  Sturdy,  deeming  his  country  stood  in 
need  of  his  services,  proved  his  patriotism  by  enlist- 
ing, July  27,  18G1,  an  a  private  eohlier  in  Company  I, 
Eighteenth  Iteglment  Massachnsetts  Volunteer  In- 
fantry, and  served  until  discharged  fur  disability, 
Aug.  Ili,  ieG3.  He  served  throughout  McCIbMuu'b 
entire  I'ciiiiisiilar  cumpuign,  engaging  in  every  ac- 
tion, and  was  wounded  Aug.  31,  18412,  at  the  second 
battle  of  Hull  Hun,  and  was  cnnfineil  to  the  hnspilal 
from  that  (iine  until  he  was  discharged,  lie  has  never 
fully  recovered  from  the  wound,  which  produced  an 
injury  of  the  nerves,  canning  neuralgia  or  something 
akin  to  that,  and  partial  jiaralysis  of  the  sensory 
nerves  uf  the  whole  arm.  Returning  to  Attlc- 
borongli,  he  resumed  the  business  which  he  dmppcil 
on  giiing.jntii  service,  and  liirmeil  a  partnership  willi 
Kbcueser  Uaenn,  who  became  a  sllenl  partner  for 
one  year,  when  Mr.  Sturdy  purchiued  the  entire  busi- 


ness. Atler  one  year's  time  he  merged  bis  busincM 
in  the  linn  of  Sturdy  A  Murcy,  with  which  lie  win 
connected  two  years,  when  bo  again  resumed  biui- 
ne«s  for  himself.  Continuing  alone  two  yesnt,  lis 
Ihen  formed  a  copartnership  with  Frank  E.  Gilbert, 
ol  Now  York  City,  under  flnu-tltlo  of  W.  A.  Stunly 
&  Co.  They  cstublislied  a  branch  ollice  in  New 
York,  with  Mr.  (iilbcrt  as  resident  partner.  This 
Jinn  was  cuntinuud  live  years,  with  moat  satisfnclory 
rcsulla.  They  leiiae<l  in  I87:i  the  building  near  line's 
Station  erected  by  the  Norton  Sleain-I'ower  Coiniutoy, 
nnd  removed  their  works  to  thut  plui-c.  rruvinusly 
tn  Ibis  tlieir  capacity  was  limited  to  about  fifly  Itaiuls, 
but  in  the  new  location  they  had  much  greater  Hacill- 
ticH,  iind  llicir  force  was  »oon  raised  to  nno  Imndiud 
timploycH.  Kverylhing  wiui  moving  along  pntsiwr- 
imsly,  when,  Dec.  Li),  187-t,  tliu  whole  eslabliiibuient 
was  destroyed  by  Hre.  The  enterprising  firm  ininie- 
diatcly  resumed  work,  fur  a  temporary  period,  at 
Providence,  11.  I.,  and  as  rouu  as  the  munufuvlory 
was  rebuilt,  removed  to  Norton.  Soon  after  the 
Are  Mr.  Gilbert  retired  from  the  firm,  and,  in  law. 
Mr,  Sturdy  became  the  owner  of  the  building  where 
his  manufacturing  is  carried  on.  He  employs  as 
niany  as  one  hundred  and  fifty  |>eni»iiB  in  his  busiest 
seasons,  ranging  from  Itial  number  duwu  lu  eighty. 
His  specially  is  electro-plate  Jewelry,  ami  he  baa  been 
■mccessfnl  and  prosperous  as  a  whole  sinee  firul  en- 
gaging in  it.  He  hna  bocn  more  or  less  nlfected  by 
paniu  seasons,  but  never  has  discontinued  manufac- 

Mr.  Sturdy  married,  May  1,  lMi7,  Uachcl,  daiigli- 
ter  of  Maudly  and  l^mity  (Tlunuua)  11er<.-u.  of  West 
Brook iield,  Mass.  They  began  hiiusckeuping  in  At- 
tleborough, but  in  1873,  Mr.  Stnnly  was  induced,  by 
the  location  of  his  business  and  the  olfer  of  ten  acres 
of  land  Irom  O.  D.  &  U.  H.  Iaiki  and  Caleb  8.  With- 
crell,  to  make  Norton  his  home,  and  as  one  condition 
ofthegift  of  the  land  was  that  he  should  build  a  reui- 
derice  thereon,  he  erected  in  that  year  the  pleasant 
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aeveu  children,— Willie  Mandly,  born  April  5,  I8(i8, 
died  In  infancy;  I'lmity  Velnna,  liurn  July  2A,  lSi!9; 
Alice  Winefrvd,  Aug.  Iti,  IU71 ;  Willinm  lilnmlly, 
eupfi7, 187:i;  ArthnrThomBB,Nov.28,I875;  Umi* 
Allen,  A|.ril  4,  1877;   Harry  I'ierue,  Dl'C.  31,  1870. 

Mr.  Sturdy  hiw  been  a  wide-awake  and  active 
man,  and  has  paid  conaiderubic  attention  to  agrietd- 
turc.  He  owns  two  liundreii  and  (iny  acres  of  land, 
and  enjoys  himsell  in  itn  cnjLivation.  Uepnblican  in 
politiud  Hentiment,  he  leaves  Ui  others  the  sirugglid 
for  political  preferment,  attending  strictly  to  his  legit- 
He  is  now  in  the  prime  of  life,  a  good  type  of  a 
succcjisfnl  "  self-made  man,"  ami  enjoys  u  large  range 
of  at-i]UainUincu,  which  he  hohls  as  friends  by  his 
pleasiint  and  agreeable  ualiiru.  He  is  consideretl 
ono  of  Norton's  best  citizens,  and  slundB  Itigli  ill 
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GROUGB  H.  TALBOT. 

George  H.  Talbot  was  born  March  17,  1846,  in 
Dighton,  Bristol  Co.,  Mass.  He  is  the  son  of  Joseph 
and  Mary  L.  (Pratt)  Talbot,  of  that  town.  His 
mother  was  a  daughter  of  Lemuel  and  Alma  Pratt, 
and  was  born  Oct.  21, 1811.  His  father,  Joseph  Tal- 
bot, was  the  son  of  Joseph  and  Anna  Talbot,  and 
was  born  Oct.  6,  1809.  He  was  a  farmer.  It  is  im- 
possible to  trace  with  certainty  the  ancestral  history 
of  this  particular  branch  of  the  Talbot  family,  as 
there  have  been  no  records  kept.  The  name  is  one 
that  has  figured  largely,  however,  in  the  affairs  of 
both  this  country  and  Europe,  and  some  of  the  early 
settlers  of  New  England  bore  that  cognomen. 

George  H.  was  one  of  a  family  of  six.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  common  schools  of  Dighton  had  the  ad- 
vantage of  an  attendance  of  two  or  three  sessions  at 
a  kind  of  select  school  in  Somerset.  He  had  the  mis- 
fortune to  lose  both  his  parents  early  in  life.  He  was 
only  twelve  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  father's 
death,  and  three  years  later  his  mother  died.  The 
elder  brother,  however,  hired  a  housekeeper,  took 
charge  of  the  family,  and  thus  kept  them  together 
until  the  several  members  were  of  an  age  capable  of 
taking  care  of  themselves.  When  George  H.  was  fif- 
teen years  old  he  obtained  employment  in  the  Dighton 
Tack- Works,  where  he  remained  a  few  months,  when 
he  hired  to  work  on  a  farm.  After  a  year  spent  in 
this  occupation  he  engaged  with  the  Dighton  Woolen 
Company,  where  he  learned  wool-sorting.  He  re- 
mained with  this  company  (except  an  interval  of 
about  four  months)  until  their  works  were  destroyed 
by  fire  some  three  years  later.  During  the  interval 
above  mentioned  he  went  to  West  Buxton,  Me.,  and 
took  charge  of  a  wool-sorting  establishment.  After 
the  Dighton  works  were  destroyed  he  spent  a  few 
months  in  the  same  line  of  business  in  Stillwater  and 
Providence,  R.  I. 

In  the  autumn  of  1867  he  came  to  Norton,  and  took 
charge  of  the  sorting  for  Williams  &  Co.,  who  at  that 
time  were  doing  a  small  business  in  that  line  at  whst 
was  known  as  Willis'  Mills.  About  a  year  later  they 
leased  the  property  where  Mr.  Talbot's  mill  is  now 
located,  and  which  was  then  known  as  Centre  Mills. 
In  1869,  Williams  &  Co.  sold  out  to  Daniel  S.  Pratt 
&  Co.,  of  Boston,  Mr.  Talbot  here  purchasing  his  first 
interest  in  the  concern, — a  one-ninth  share.  He  had 
entire  charge  of  the  mills,  however,  from  June,  1868. 

In  January,  1870,  Pratt  &  Co.  dissolved  partner- 
ship, Mr.  Talbot  purchasing  one-third  interest  in  the 
business,  and  Mr.  Story — Pratt's  former  partner — the 
other  two-thirds.  In  February,  1872,  they  purchased 
the  grounds  on  which  the  mills  are  located,  together 
with  all  improvements  thereon.  Their  business  had 
been  continually  increasing  from  the  first,  and  about 
1874  they  built  a  large  addition  to  their  works  and 
grently  increased  their  facilities.  About  seven  years 
later,  owing  to  failing  health,  Mr.  Story  disposed  of 
his  two-thirds  interest  in  the  business,  and  Mr.  Talbot 


being  the  purchaser,  became  sole  owner  and  proprie- 
tor of  the  entire  concern.  In  1880  he  added  another 
three-story  building  to  his  already  large  works,  and 
by  putting  in  new  machinery  greatly  augmenting 
their  capacity  for  rapid  and  effective  work.  The 
business  is  exclusively  wool-washing  and  job-work. 
Their  capacity  for  cleansing  is  now  one  hundred  thou- 
sand pounds  per  week.  Mr.  Talbot  employs  about 
forty  men,  and  does  work  chiefly  for  Boston  and  New 
York  markets.  Considerable  work  is  done,  however, 
for  various  mills  throughout  New  England.  He  is 
one  of  the  live,  progessive,  enterprising  men  of  the 
day,  and  is  a  specimen  of  a  type  of  which  Massachu- 
setts is  justly  proud, — her  self-made  men.  He  mar- 
ried, Nov.  18,  1874,  Delia  M.,  daughter  of  George  W. 
and  Delia  M.  Storer,  of  Norton.  They  have  three 
children, — Walter  Howard,  bom  August  16,  1876; 
Francis  Story,  born  March  2, 1878 ;  and  Alfred  Pratt, 
born  Oct  15, 1882.  Mrs.  Talbot  was  born  May  28, 
1849. 
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SOMERSET. 

Geogniphlcfti— Shawomat  PnrcltaM,  16S0— The  fink  Neettnf  of  Pnr- 
cliaMra— List  of  FInt  PiircliRMra— Kaiiy  Schooto— 8choolBiatten— 
Incorporation  of  Somenet— The  FInt  Town-Meet! Dg—Oflleert  Xleeted 
—Ttie  First  Repreeentatlve  to  the  General  Oonrt— Taloatlon  and  Tax- 
List  for  1833~Preient  Valuation— Somenet  in  1S4S— BeprewenUM  Tee 
— Kceleelaatloal  lllstory— Society  of  Friende— The  tint  Baptist  Chnrch 
—Methodist  Kpisoopal  Ghnreh— Methodist  Episcopal  Ohnreh,  Sontb 
Somerset— The  First  Christian  Chnrch— The  First  Ooncregational 
Chnrch— Boman  Oatholic  Chnrch— Military  History. 

Somerset  is  one  of  the  weatem  tier  of  towns,  and 
is  bounded  as  follows :  On  the  north  by  Swansea  and 
Dighton,  on  the  east  and  south  by  Taunton  River, 
which  separates  it  from  Berkley,  Freetown,  and  Fall 
River,  and  on  the  west  by  Swansea.  Mount  Hope 
bay  also  touches  it  upon  the  south. 

The  territory  embraced  within  the  bounds  of  the 
present  town  of  Somerset  was  originally  known  as 
the  "  Shawomat  lands,"  and  upon  the  incorporation 
of  Swansea  became  a  portion  of  that  town. 

The  original  record-book  of  the  "  Shawomat  Lands" 
is  still  extant,  and  upon  its  first  page  bears  the  fol- 
lowing inscription :  "  This  Book  was  Begun  in  y* 
yeai^,  1680,  By  Increase  Robinson,  Clark  for  The 
Said  purchasers." 

The  firiit  meeting  of  the  purchasers  of  "  Shawomat 
lands,"  as  recorded  in  the  book  of  records,  is  under 
date  March  6,  1G77,  at  Plymouth. 

At  this  meeting  it  was  **  voted,  as  their  joint  agree- 
ment, that  the  said  lands  shall  be  divided  into  thirty 
and  one  shares,  whereof  one  of  the  said  shares  shall 
be  laid  out  in  a  convenient  place  for  a  minister,  and 
to  be  perpetually  for  the  use  of  the  ministry." 

"It  is  further  agreed  that  the  little  neck  called 
Boston  Neck  shall  be  laid  out  in  thirty -one  shares. 


636 


HISTORY  OF  BUTSTOI-  COUNTT,  MASSACHUSETTS. 


every  man  enjoying  according  to  his  propurtionale 
iiitenat  in  the  purcliue." 

"  It  is  likewise  B)ire«d  thnt  tlie  greal  nnck  bo  Inid 
out  Into  31  shaies." 

"  It  is  likewise  agreetl  that  tlie  lands  lying  in  Tnun- 
ton  river  from  tlie  eaiU  neck  to 'i'Hiintou  buundit  be 
laid  out  into  tliirty  one  shares,  each  shard  extentilng 
in  length  from  the  sd  river  till  it  crosses  to  the  high 
tray  which  is  to  be  left  between  tbeee  lands  and  the 
two  miles  which  belong  to  Swansey,"  A  couimiltoe 
of  th^ec  men  were  chosen  to  call  n  meeting  of  the 
proprietors,  viz.;  Capt.  John  Williaimi,  Isatic  Little, 
and  Thomas  Linkcun. 

7%e  Firii  Piirchauft  0/  Shatoomal  /-««ili.— In  the 
language  oF  Samuel  Sprague,  "clerk"  for  the  pur- 
chasers, "  Heare  foloth  y*  names  of  y*  purchars  of 
Shawomat  Neck,"  viz.:  Richard  Dw  el  by,  Isaac  Huck, 
Daniel  Damon,  Nathaniel  Winilow,  Samuel  Prince, 
W.  Briggs,  Jr.,  C.  Briggs,  Jonathan  Aldin,  CapL  John 
Williams,  Isaac  Little,  Edward  Qrey,  M.  Ualloway, 
John  Briggs,  Richard  Wlnslow,  TliomBs  Linkcom, 
John  Swift,  Capt.  Fuller,  John  McNucktey,  Jona- 
than Jackson,  Richard  Pronby,  Ephraim  Littelle, 
Sam'ui'l  Littelle,  John  Mendall,  William  Hatch,  Wil- 
liam Poaka,  Joseph  Wod,  Daniel  Wod  (WoodT),  Cor- 
nelius liriggs,  Increase  Robinson,  ThomaaPeirce,  John 
James,  Governor  Winslow,  and  Capt.  Boujamin 
Church." 

The  first  meeting  of  the  proprietors  was  held  at 
Plymouth,  but  after  the  division  of  the  land  and  the 
purchase  began  to  be  settled  the  business  was  trans- 
acted here  at  meetings  held  at  the  house  of  William 
Blade,  who  seems  to  have  been  a  prominent  man  in  the 
early  settlement  of  the  town.  Amongother  early  names 
at  Sfaawomat  at  about  this  period  we  find  Sylvanus 
Soulc,  William  Chase,  Nathaniel  Winslow,  Samuel 
Shearman,  Joshua  Eddy,  William  Anthony,  John 
Eddy,  Thomas  Heroes,  John  Winston,  Joseph  Chase, 
William  Cbaae,  Jr.,  Jonathan  Blade,  and  other*. 

Early  Schools, — The  attention  of  the  proprietors 
was  early  given  to  [he  advancement  of  the  educational 
as  well  as  the  religious  interests  of  the  purchase,  for 
in  March,  1735,  we  find  that  "Wm.  Hurt,  school- 
master,  was  paid  for  boards,  nails,  and  workmanship 
to  repair  the  house  on  the  fourscore  acre  lots." 

Feb.  11,  1743,  the  following  record  waa  made: 


id  PraDrl>l(] 


BhIhj  lur  kboul  fifltm  far 
■lilHn>lillllngiknd>l,|bl| 


In  174t)  a  "warrant  was  lawfully  called  to  know 
the  minds  of  the  meeting  wlietber  a  small  addition 
to  the  school-bouse  where  the  master  lives  is  nut 
needful,  aa  many  in  the  Purchase  utnnot  send  their 
great  children  when  the  school  comes  to  their  turn, 
and  could  have  an  opportunity  of  having  them  taught 
in  the  evenings  if  tlie  scbool-bouse  were  convenient, 
which  at  present  is  not."    This  warrant  was  signed 


by  John  Peirce  and  Job  Chase.  It  waa  aubaoquoul^ 
voted  "  to  build  an  addition  with  a  chimiioy  t 
house."  It  was  also  voted  to  have  n  "  umall  cellli 
under  the  same,"  and  itr.  Hart  waa  engaged   for 

In  1751,  William  Hart  was  still  Uio  "  ()odngogU( 
the  "  Purchase,"  for  at  a  meeting  held  that  year  it 
"put  to  Vote  whether  William  Hart  the  3cliool-mi 
Should  have  one  Hundred  fifteen  pounds  old  teiH 
for  ye  year  eusiiiiig.    Voted  in  the  Htgt/etire, 
Chnae,  moderator.     In  1769  a  new  sehiHil-huuse  li 
sup-crsoiled  tlic  pioiii^cr  structure  with  a  "  an 
lar,"  for  in  that  year  the  purchHsere'  meeting  1 
held  in  the  "  New'  School-Houoe  near  to  Cap. 
Gibbs." 

Incorporation  of  Someriet.— The  town  of  Somw 
aet  was  set  olf  from  Hivunsca  anil  incorpuratfil  as  a 
separate  town  Feb.  20,  !7!Kl,  Tho  following  is  u  copy 
of  the  act  of  iucorporntiun ; 
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u.Ily." 


In  accordance  with  the  above  act,  Samuel  Toby,  jus- 
ticu  of  the  puace,  iiolificil  I'renerved  Pelrcc  and  other 
inliubiliLiils  to  mi^ut  mid  elect  U>wn  olliccnt. 

Ihe  First  Town-Ueeting  was  held  "  at  the  school- 
house  near  Capt.  Robert  Gibbs,"  Dec.  15,  17DU,  when 
tho  following  ofiicers  were  chosen  :  Miiderator,  Jcratli- 
mcl  Qowem;  Town  Clerk,  Jonuthaii  Bowers;  Select- 
men.  Assessors,  and  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  Daniel 
Wilbur,  David  Luther,  and  Theophilus  Shove ;  Treas- 
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urer,  Preserved  Peirce;  ConstAbles,  Jonathan  and 
Aaron  Baker;  Fence  Viewers,  Capt.  Job  Slead  and 
Allen  Chase;  Field  Drivers,  Philip  Bowers  and  Dan- 
iel Cliase,  Jr. ;  Hog  Reaves,  Peleg  and  Nathan  Chase ; 
Surveyor  of  Timber  and  Plank,  Thomas  Marbel; 
Cutter  of  Staves,  Ezra  Chase. 

At  an  election  held  April  5,  1790,  the  town  gave 
fifly-one  votes  for  John  Hancock  for  Governor. 

At  the  meeting,  Jerathmel  Bowers,  Preserved 
Peirce,  and  Daniel  Wilbur  were  chosen  a  committee 
to  settle  all  accounts  between  the  towns  of  Swansey 
and  Somerset. 

The  First  Representative  to  the"  Great  and  Gen- 
eral Court"  was  Jerathmel  Bowers,  chosen  May  15, 
1790. 

In  1792  it  was  voted  to  "prosecute  all  Persons  that 
hrnkoH  the  Law  in  oystering  in  the  Uivcr  between 
Somerset  and  Freetown." 

A  humane  spirit  was  early  evidenced  by  the  many 
votes  which  the  early  records  sliow  providing  for  the 
poor.  One  "  Black  Kate"  was  the  subject  of  various 
votes.  In  1796  two  shillings  were  voted  for  a  "  Cooler 
for  black  cate,"  "six  shillings  for  two  shifts  for 
Black  Kate,"  "  two  shillings  for  a  Pair  of  stockings 
for  Black  Cate,"  etc. 

In  1798  selectmen  were  allowed  three  dollars  each 
for  their  services. 

In  1801  the  town  voted  $G.29  for  the  expenses  at- 
tending the  burial  of  Edward  Brayton's  negro  man. 
One  of  the  items  was  "  for  oxen  to  Draw  the  Corps 
to  the  grave,  .40." 

Valnation  and  Tax-List,  1833.— The  following  is 
a  list  of  assessment  upon  the  real  and  personal  estates 
of  the  persons  herein  named,  each  one  his  proportion 
of  the  sum  of  one  thousand  and  three  dollars  and 
twenty-four  cents.  Eber  Chase,  Preserved  Read, 
Gideon  Chace,  assessors  of  Somerset.  Somerset,  July 
1,  1833. 


Per- 
sonal. 

12.48 


16 
47 
16 


Real. 

Antltony,  Dnrld J14.42 

Anihony,  Edwnrd  G^.    1.24 
AnUionj,  Jero.  W......    2.79 

Androni,  Gardner  L...   

Androoa,  Gardner 

Androne,  Gardner  (for 

John  AnUionjr). 1.86 

Antlionj,  Mary  B 81 

Baffluton,  Rebecca-...       86 

Brifhtman.  C.  D 1.24 

Boaworth,  Nathan......  24i^7 

Bafflnton,  David 17.21 

Jypown.  A/ATIil... ... ......     ...... 

Bowers,  John.*.. ........  ...... 

Bowera,     John     (for 

Oeor^  rnrington...  1.40 

Bowers,  SamneU 4.66 

Brown,  Daniel 93 

Bowers,  Hannah 1.24 

Brown,  Joseph 2.79 

Bowen,  Philip 7.13 

Bnfflnton,  JonaUian...  2.41 

Bnfflnlon,  Henry  L...  6.06 

Bencers,  Blislia 4.00 

Bowland,  F.  (Iielre)....  6.44 

Bllflins,  Royai.. 3.18 

Bllflins,  Isaac  W 

Blimns,  Joseph  P 16     

BirtRnth. 1.66 

Bnfllnton,  llrnjaniln..  1/)6        47 

BInncliartI,  Snrnh 1.01      

Bowen,  Jona.  (heirs).  7J3         ST) 

Bafflnton,  Hannah....       65     


1.48 

***78 

2.02 

16 


39 
2.64 

*7!i*3 
1.01 

8 

93 

2.26 

4.81 

8 
2.17 


1.09 

11.16 

3.10 


62 


1.40 

47 

3.66 


Real.  Per- 
sonal. 

Bnmm,  William fO.93    f0.16 

Bowers,  RuUi ...........    2.02     ...... 

Bowers,    Rnth     (for 

Roth  Robinson 1.71 

Bafflnton,  Hiram 31 

Bowers,  Perry BM 

Bowers,  E.  T 6.36 

Bray  ton,  Sarah 1.66 

Brown,  John 1.09 

Cleveland,  Benjamin.  241 
Wlnslow,  E.  (heirs)...  1.86 
Oartwrigbt,     8.      F. 

(heirsj 

Cliase,  Jesse 6.37 

Chase,  Jesse,  Jr 47 

Cliase,  Joseph  8 39 

ChMe,  Samuel- 3.66 

Chase,    Sam  net     (for 

mother) 4..14 

Chase,  W.  (widow) 2.77 

Chase,  Nathan 3.18 

Brayton,  J.  (heire) 17.00 

Brayton,  J.  (heirs) 23.10 

Brayton,  Sarah 20.23 

Anthony,  E.  G 8.46 

Cliase,  Sarah  (widow).    1.40 

Chase,  Charles  F 2.70 

Chius,  Martha- 

Chase,  Collings 6.61 

Chase,  D.  Chase  (for 

RoMnsnn) - 3.6.'> 

Clinse,  Kber 6.74 

Chase,    Kber  (fur  D. 

Wilbnr) 1.66 


86 


8 
4.03 


Real.  Per- 
sonal. 


3.41 

93 

9.16 


70 


Chase,  Gideon  (Sd) 

Chase,  Moses 

Chase,  Robfrt 

CIlHSO,  JflSOpIl 

Chase,  Perry  J.  (for 

Weaver) 

Chase,  William  Chase 

(2d) 

Cliase,  Stephen 

Chase.  Clarlc 

Chase,  Gideon-. 

Giblis,  Samnel 

Cartwright,  John 

Gartwright,  D.  John- 
Chase,  Nathan  (2d).... 
Cummings.  D.  (heirs). 

Chase,  Nntlianiel 

Chace,  8.  (h<>irs)- 

Chime,  Edward  (hsirs) 

Huwrnin,  Abigiill 

(Jhase,  Ji*reniiah- 

Cliaite,  fjoyed 

Clianp,  Moses  (liolrs)- 

Chiisp,  Ucorgo  W 

Cliasp,  George  W.  (for 

John  I'oirce) «„ 

Clinsc,  liTonartl 

Chnso,  liconard  (for  8. 

GCbbs). 

Chase,  Reuben 

Cliaso,  Renben  (jfor  0. 

Peirce) 

Oiasp,  Sarah 

Cogshnll,  Billings 

Cartwright,  BenJ 

Davis,  Silvester 

Davis,  William 

Davis,  Nathan ».. 

Davis,  Arthnr 

Davis,  John 

Davis,  David 

DavlB,  David  (2d) 

Knn%  II.  (heira} 

Davis,  Lyman  li 

Davit,  Sarah 

DaviR,  Wilber  J 

Davifi,  James  (2d) 

Davis,  David,  Jr.- 

Davis,  Bayiis 

Davis,  George  B. 

Earle,  Daniel 

Eddy,  Daniel  (for  0. 

Collins) 

Eddy,  Eleana  P 

Eddy,  Nancy 

Eddv,  William 

Gardner,  Hiram 

Gray,  Joseph m.... 

Gardner.  P.  8 

Gibbe,  Henry  L...^... 

Gibbs,  Henry 

Gibbs,  Samnel - 

Gibbe,  Robert- 

Gibbs,  BenJ.  (heirs)... 

Gibbs,  BenJ 

Gardner,    P.   (fur   E. 

SUide) « 

Hamlin,  Joseph - 

Hamlin,  Joseph    (for 

Wilbur 

Hood,  John - 

Hood,  0.  B - 

Hood,  John,  Jr... 

Harts,  Anthony - 

Jansen,  William....... 

Jones,  Simpson 

Lather,  Barton 

Lather,  Barton  (for  J. 

Lather 

Lee,  John - 

Lee,  John,  Jr...^....... 

Lewis,  Martin - 


f6J16 
6.74 
1.71 
9.61 

1.17 

3.96 
6.V8 
6.20 
2.66 
62 
1.01 
1.40 
13.80 
3.72 


12.79 
66 


13.49 
2.49 

I.rr9 

6i 

•••••• 

2.10 
1.40 

2.02 
62 

02 
2.48 

1.63 


2.96 


1.01 
64 
70 
31 


1.71 

70 

2.30 

2.66 

24 

"Hi 

28 


93 
62 
1.09 
1.00 
47 
62 
31 
86 
86 
86 

1.04 
66 
31 
78 
70 
47 

6.97 

81 


4.60 


1.66 

"Hi 

8 

8 

47 


16 

i*o 


30 
93 
28 


39 
62 
81 


OS 

4.14 

16 

7.16 

78 

1.94 

8.72 

86 

•••••■ 

7.44 

1.94 

7.13 

1.86 

93 

62 

78 

70 


10.70 
6.27 
4.19 
3.10 
8.00 
2.48 
1.40 
6.68 

2.64 
2.26 
2.79 
L40 


31 


6.69 
30 

T.S2 
81 
66 


16 
24 
62 


Lnthur,  ^v...k.M.. ...... 

Mason,  Nathan Isl...^. 

Marble,  Joseph .m* 

Marble,  Joseph,  Jr.... 
Monroe,  Nathaniel.... 
Marbel,  8..........mm..m 

Marbel,  John 

Marble,  John,  Jr.  (for 

RobI  naon) 

Marbel,  John  H 

Martielj  Darling 

Marbel,  Thomas 

Marbel,  Bradford...... 

Marliel,  Samnel,  Jr... 

Marbel,  Jamee 

Marbel,  Sabimoa 

Neals,  Jane  (heIre).... 

Psirce,  Eber - 

Peirce,  Abigail 

a   Oil  vO|    «sBRa«e**«*»»  •••••0 

Peirce,  Isaac 

PetUs,  William  B 

Peirce,  0 

Peirce,  D 

Peirce,  Jamea. - 

Peirce,  Percia ....- 

Pelrc*,  Syntha 

Pnrlngton,  Samuel.... 

Peirc^  David  (2d) 

Peirce,     David     (for 

James  Lather)- 

Peirce,  John.  Jr. 

Paring  ton,  George-... 
Pnrlngtnn,  Jonathan. 
Peirce,  Mason. ...•••..- 

Read,  William 

Read,  Preserved - 

Slade,  William  (3d)... 
Slade,    William    (for 

f«JTy) 

Slade,  Edward - 

Simmons,  Brown 

Simmons,  Brown,  Jr- 
Swasey,  Jarathmel-... 

Simmons,  Nathan 

Slade,  Etisha. 

Slade,  Klisha,  Jr - 

Simmons,  DanieL 

Slade,  Nathan - 

Shearman,  L 

Slade,  William 

Slade,  Zephaniah 

Siade,  John.....M......— 

Slade,  Gardner... ...M.. 

Slade,  Oaleb 

8lad^  Uvi 

Slade,  Gardnei-  (2d)... 
Slade,  Pelroe  (heirs).- 

Slade,  Elliabeth 

Shove,  Abraham • 

Slade,  J.  B.  (2d)- 

Slade,  Manr..........M.. 

Sherman,  K..«..m«..m.. 

8lad^  J.  B 

Slade,  Mary 

Slade,  Jonathan 

Simmons.  Joseph  (2d) 
Wilbur,  David  W...... 

Wilbur,  David  W.  (for 

W.  Slade,  8d)- 

Wood,  George  8-. 

Weaver,  Nathan 

(first  wife*s  heirs)... 

Wilbour,  Daniel 

Wllbonr,  Bamaby 

Willtour,  Mary 

Wilbour,  William....- 

Wilbour,  Hanson 

Wilbour,  Ambrous...- 

Winslow,  F 

Wilbour,  Jaa.  (heirs). 


Real.  Per- 
sonal. 

......  $3.10 

2.04  1.40 

SXI2  6.68 

6.69  24 

89     

47     

93      

47     

89  93 

39     

89  31 

62 

2.02  31 

66  1.86 

86     

6ii9  31 

1.71  03 

16.90  1.40 

10J6  10.31 

1.32  93 

1.48  8 

6.20  29 

1.40  8 
80  31 

8.88     

2.79  39 

6.27  1.71 

S.34     

62  78 

S.20  24 

62      

2.02  ...... 

26.97  1.86 

16.60  1.24 

19.61  1.09 

18.14  1.86 

13.41  1.79 

6.61  93 

•  •••••  A •*  V 

1.24     

40     

9.n  78 

71  10 

70  70 

27.90  8.63 

20.46  1.04 

28.37  24.88 

e«ee*«  X«w9 

••••••  ov 

1.71     

62  8 

78  16 

2.79  47 

4j03  47 

fl:i 

W*9  •  •    •  •  • 

8.66  24 

78      

66  .... 

16.20  1.94 

66  1.66 

3.67     

2.41  47 
47  62 

1.48  66 

8.37     

LOl     

47     

24.18  4. 1 1 

24  8.26 

••••ee  *>Vv 

16.74  9.77 

12.71  13.64 

•••■•■  X*41 

IM  86 

62     


The  following  were  taxes  for  polls  only:  Elijah 
Barker,  Bradford  Buffinton,  John  C.  Brown,  Daniel 
Chace,  P.  J.  Chace,  Benjamin  Chace,  E.  Chace,  Ben- 
jamin Chace,  Jr.,  Leonard  Chace,  B.  L.  Chace,  Na- 
than Davis,  Daniel  Eddy,  George  Gibbs,  J.  Luther 
(2d),  Samuel  Luther,  B.  Luther,  G.  Lane,  Nathaniel 
Monroe,  John  Marbel,  Jr.,  8.  Marbel,  H.  Paterson, 
D.  Purington,  Joseph  Simmons,  William  L.  Slade, 
C.  Slade  (2d),  Alex.  Slade,  A.  Slade,  Benjamin  Shove] 
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Owrge  S.  Smith,  Jrweph  Smitb,  Thomaa  J.  SmitU, 
Robert  Swazey,  Sftmuel  Sltide,  E,  Simmons. 

la  Bddition  to  the  above  there  were  thirty-lwo 
nou-reaiUent  proprietor!. 

The  prmeat  valuation  of  the  lovrn  is  aa  foUowi : 
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Barber,  in  hia  "  Historical  Collections,"  puhliHhed  in 
1843,  bb;b,  "  Somerset  ia  pleasantly  situated  on  the 
western  aide  of  Taunton  River,  opposite  the  town  of 
Fall  River.  Previous  to  ila  incorporation,  in  171K),  it 
formed  a  part  of  Swannea,  and  was  called  the  ShaW' 
amet  Purchase.  Taunton  River,  to  this  place,  is  nav- 
igable for  veaaela  of  considerable  burden.  Thia 
place  ia  thirteen  milea  from  Taunton,  aixteen  from 
Providence,  and  forty-five  from  Boston.  Population, 
10G3.  lu  five  years  preceding  1837  there  were 
twelve  veasels  built;  tonnage, six  hundred iind  niney- 
six.  This  town  has  about  twelve  hundred  tons  of 
shipping,  and  seven  potteries,  where  alone  and  earth- 
enware are  manufactured.  There  are  four  churcbea, 
— two  Baptists,  one  Friend,  and  one  Methodist," 

For  about  ten  years,  beginning  with  1840,  Somer- 
set was  the  scene  of  considerable  activity  in  ship- 
building. The  shipyard  was  located  on  the  present 
site  of  the  Mount  Hope  Iron- Works,  Severiil  gov- 
ernment veaaela  of  large  size  were  built  here,  the 
yard  being  under  the  supervision  of  Jainea  M.  Hood. 

One  of  the  early  industries  of  the  town  waa  an 
anchor  forge,  wliich  stood  on  the  site  of  the  Old 
Colony  Nail -Works. 

RepresentativBS  from  1790  to  1884.— The  fol- 
lowing is  a  list  of  representatives  from  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  town  to  the  present  time: 

1790-93,  Jerathuiel  Boweni;  1794-98,  John  Bowers; 
1800,  Philip  Bowers;  1801-3,  Francis  Borland;  1804, 
John  Bowers ;  1806,  Clark  Purinton ;  180U,  John  Bow- 
era;  1807,  Clark  Purinton;  1808-10,  William  Read; 


1811-12,  David  Anthony;  1818,  Thomas  Danfbnh; 
1814,  David  Anthony;  1815-18,  Billings  Ooggshall; 
1820,  David  Anthony;  1821-24,  Edward  Slade;  ISli, 
ElishaSlwIe;  1H27-28,  Wheaton  Luther;  1829,  Gid- 
eon Chace;  1880,  Edward  Slade;  1881,  Wbeaion 
Luther ;  1832,  Edward  Slade ;  1833,  Benjamin  Oleave- 
land;  1834-35,  Wheaton  Luther;  lS3l>-37,  John 
Pierce;  1838-39,  Benjamin  O.  Chace;  1840,  David 
Brown;  1841,  Benjamin  Q.  Ohace;  l»43,  Daaial. 
Wilbur;  1S44,  Benjamin  Curtwright;  1848-49,  Jout- 
tfaan  glade;  1850,  Benjamin  Gartwright;  1851,  Wil- 
liam Lyman  Slade;  1852,  Edmund  Buffintou;  1853- 
54,  James  M.Hood;  1S58,  WiBiani  Lawton  Slade; 
1661,  William  P.  Hood;  1864-67,  Job  M.  Leonard; 
1870,  George  B.  Buffinton;  1875,  William  Lnwton 
Slade;  1878,  Daniel  Wilbur;  1881-82,  Job  U. 
Leonard. 

Society  of  Frienda.~At  a  IJuartsrly  Meeting  held 
in  Rhode  Island  the  13th  day  of  8th  moiitli,  173i, 
Samuel  Aldrich,  one  of  the  Friends  uppoiuled  to  iu- 
speet  into  the  capacity  and  circumstance  of  Friends 
Laving  a  Monthly  Meeting  settled  at  Swansea  (now 
Somerset),  made  report  that  he  hath  been  among  the 
Friends  there,  and  ftnd  them  very  unaniuioua  therein, 
and  is  of  the  holier  that  it  may  be  uf  service.  This 
meeting  therefore  agree  tliat  a  Monthly  Meeting 
settled  at  Swansea,  to  be  huld  on  the  lir»t  Second- 
of  the  week  in  each  month,  and  that  those  Frienili' 
.who  dwell  on  the  northward  of  Tiverton,  and 
longing  to  this  Quarterly  Meeting,  shall  be  under  th« 
care  of  said  Monthly  Meeting  in  Swansea. 

Copy  of  the  minutes,  Thomaa  Richardson,  clerk. 

And  in  conArmation  to  the  Quarterly  Meeting  order 
and  settlement  as  aforesaid  FrienUn  have  met.  At 
our  Monthly  Meeting  held  in  Swansea  (now  Bomer- 
setj,  the  Bth  day  of  9tli  nionlli,  1732,  and  also  settled 
our  Preparative  Meeting  on  the  fillh  day  belbre  the 
Monthly  Mc-oting,  and  also  appoint  Joliu  Earle 
clerk. 

At  our  Monthly  Meeting  held  in  Swansea  the  4lh 
of  tOth  month,  1732,  representatives  are  Oliver  Earle 
and  John  Earle,  present,  and  settled  a  monthly  col- 
lection, and  appoint  Oliver  Earle  treasureman  to  re- 
ceive the  collection  as  aforesaid,  and  the  luccliug 
ciillectcd  to  Oliver  Karle  £3  U.  9d. 

The  present  ollicers  in  llic  church  of  Somerset 
Meeting  of  the  Society  of  Friends  are  as  follows; 
Obadiah  Chace,  minister;  Joseph  Estes,  Eunice 
Eates,  Surah  Slade,  Darius  Bufflnton,  Esther  Chace, 
Charles  A.  Chace,  elders;  Darius  BufDnlon,  Benja- 
min A.  Chace,  Maria  P^rle,  Rachel  P.  Chace,  over- 
Hcers;  Albert  R.  Macomher,  clerk  of  the  Preparative 
Meeting  held  in  Somerset;  Darius  BufHuton,  trcas- 

First  Baptist  Church.'— In  the  year  1T9G,  Na- 
thaniel Lyons  cnnic  to  reside  in  Somerset.  Ho  was 
a  poor  mechanic,  but  a  consistent  Christian  aud  a 
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firm  belieyer  in  the  doctrines  of  the  Bible  as  taught 
by  Baptists.  Finding  no  church  of  that  faith  in 
Somerset,  he  held  meetings  in  his  own  house,  where 
he  read  and  expounded  the  Scriptures  and  conversed 
and  prayed  with  all  who  came.  He  also  invited,  from 
time  to  time,  the  neighboring  ministers  to  his  home 
to  preach,  as  there  was  no  Baptist  Church  within  six 
miles.  These  meetings  resulted  in  good,  and  were 
soon  held  in  a  school-house,  and  when  no  preacher 
could  be  had  they  were  sustained  by  laymen.  Thus 
gradual  progress  was  made  until  it  was  found  that 
some  twenty  believers  were  ready  to  unite  in  forming 
a  Baptist  Church.  Before  this,  however,  Mr.  Lyons, 
who  started  the  enterprise,  had  removed  to  Warren, 
B.  I.  The  church  was  organized  Nov.  8,  1803,  at 
which  time  there  was  no  other  rcligioiin  organization 
in  town  except  the  Friends.  A  house  of  worship  was 
commenced  at  once  and  finished  during  1804.  Mr. 
Asa  Pierce-was  the  first  church  clerk,  and  Mr.  Wil- 
lia?n  Barton  the  first  deacon.  In  the  deed  conveying 
to  them  the  lot  upon  which  the  house  of  worship  was 
built  their  purpose  was  clearly  defined,  as  follows: 
"To  be  holden  by  Asa  Pierce,  William  Barton,  and 
Francis  Bourne,  and  their  successors  forever,  in  trust, 
for  the  use  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Somerset, 
holding  and  believing  in  the  doctrine  of  baptism  by 
immersion  only,  agreeable  to  the  principles  of  the 
churches  composing  the  Warren  Association,  for  a 
meeting-house  lot."  The  house  was  dedicated  Nov. 
8,  1804.  For  some  three  years  the  church  was  with- 
out a  pastor,  yet  fifteen  were  added  to  their  number, 
and  they  were  gradually  increasing  in  strength  and 
efficiency.  They  united  with  the  Warren  Association 
in  1804,  and  continued  with  them  until  1815,  when 
they  withdrew,  but  were  again  received  in  1821,  re- 
maining until  they  withdrew  to  unite  with  the  Taun- 
ton Baptist  Association  just  forming  in  183G.  With 
this  Association  they  still  remain  in  loving  bonds. 

In  1806  the  church  appointed  Mr.  William  Barton, 
Jr.  (the  deacon),  their  preacher.  For  some  six 
months  he  thus  served  them,  when  he  was  regularly 
ordained  as  pastor.  He  continued  his  services  as 
pastor  nearly  three  years.  On  March  4, 1809,  he  was 
dismissed  to  unite  with  the  First  Baptist  Church  in 
Swansea.  During  his  pastorate  fourteen  were  added 
to  the  church,  seven  were  dismissed,  and  three  ex- 
cluded. 

In  Juno  of  the  same  year  Mr.  Bela  Jacobs  was 
ordained  as  pastor.  Mr.  Jacobs  was  another  of 
the  constituent  members  of  the  church.  He  had 
preached  more  or  less  for  a  year.  He  remained  as 
pastor  about  two  years,  baptizing  four  and  losing  one 
by  death.  For  some  five  years  the  church  was  now 
destitute  of  a  pastor,  yet  their  meetings  were  con- 
tinued with  more  or  less  regularity,  while  but  little 
encouragement  was  seen.  During  this  time  three 
were  added  to  the  church,  and  ten  were  excluded, 
dismissed,  and  died.  It  was  a  time  of  trial.  DifR- 
culties  arose,  and  all  their  efforts  to  remove  them 


were  without  avail.  In  the  early  part  of  1816,  Rev. 
Wm.  Barton,  their  former  pastor,  came  to  town,  and 
by  the  earnest  wish  of  the  church  began  again  regu- 
lar pastoral  work  among  them.  With  his  return 
prosperity  again  smiled  upon  them,  and  during  his 
first  year  he  was  permitted  to  baptize  twenty-six.  He 
remained  with  them  a  little  more  than  two  years,  and 
the  changes  were :  Added  by  baptism,  forty ;  excluded, 
dismissed,  and  died,  nine.  The  church  now  enters  upon 
another  period  of  discouragement  and  darkness,  and 
for  some  five  years  only  ten  were  added  to  the  church, 
while  twenty-two  were  excluded,  dismissed,  and  died. 

In  1828  they  appointed  Mr.  Elisha  Slade,  still 
another  constituent  member,  as  preacher.  He  con- 
tinued to  preach  for  seven  years,  when  he  was  regu- 
larly ordained  as  pastor,  which  relation  he  sustained 
for  thirteen  ^ears.  Mr.  Slade's  whole  ministry,  there- 
fore, covers  a  period  of  twenty  years, — ^years  of  joy 
and  of  sorrow,  of  hope  and  of  fear,  of  prosperity  and 
of  adversity.  At  one  time  there  were  but  four  resi- 
dent male  members  and  about  thirty  females.  But 
again  the  breezes  of  heaven  came  upon  them  and 
they  were  encouraged  and  strengthened.  There  were 
five  precious  revivals  during  this  score  of  years.  The 
changes  in  the  church  were:  Baptized,  sixty-three ; 
added  by  letter,  fifteen ;  dismissed,  twenty-five ;  ex- 
cluded, twenty-four,  and  twenty-three  died.  It  was 
during  Mr.  Slade's  pastorate  that  Mr.  Nathan  Davis 
was  chosen  deacon.  He  was  ordained  to  this  service 
in  1838,  and  is  still  holding  his  office. 

On  the  1st  of  November,  1848,  Rev.  Benjamin  C. 
Qrafton  accepted  a  call  from  the  church,  and  entered 
at  once  upon  his  labors.  For  nearly  three  years  he 
served  the  church,  during  which  eight  were  added  and 
eleven  were  dismissed,  excluded,  and  died.  In  1846 
he  resigned,  and  was  followed  by  Rev.  E.  K.  Fuller, 
who  commenced  his  pastorate  September  lOtb  of  the 
same  year.  Mr.  Fuller  continued  as  pastor  for  about 
two  and  one-half  years,  during  which  twenty -two 
were  added  by  baptism  and  letters,  and  three  were 
dismissed  and  excluded. 

On  March  25,  1849,  Rev.  Charles  Randall  com- 
menced regular  work  as  pastor,  and  thus  served  the 
church  for  three  years.  Although  there  were  but  few 
changes  during  his  pastorate,  yet  he  is  spoken  of  as 
a  faithful  pastor,  and  his  memory  is  cherished  with 
interest  by  those  who  heard  him.  In  August,  1852, 
Rev.  J.  C.  Merrill  having  accepted  a  call  from 
the  church  entered  upon  his  work.  His  ministry 
proved  a  blessing,  and  was  continued  for  nearly  two 
years,  during  which  there  were  thirty-five  additions, 
and  seven  were  excluded  and  died.  For  a  little  more 
than  two  years  the  church  was  pastorless,  and  though 
preaching  was  provided  for  most  of  the  time,  the 
church  lost  rather  than  gained. 

On  Sept.  9, 1856,  Rev.  Samuel  J,  Carr  entered  upon 
the  work  of  pastor,  and  for  four  years  remained  true 
and  faithful  at  his  post  His  was  a  pastorate  of  both 
pruning  and   fruit- bearing.    Sixteen  were  added  to 
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the  churcli,  and  sixteen  were  dismissed,  excluded, 
and  died.  It  wan  during  this  pastorate  that  Mr.  H. 
E.  Marble  was  chosen  deacon.  He  entered  upon  his 
services  iu  1857,  and  still  continues. 

Rev.  Qeorge  Daland  was  the  successor  of  Mr.  Carr. 
During  his  pastorate  of  two  years  three  were  added 
by  letter  and  two  died.  He  closed  his  labors  in  1868, 
and  was  followed  by  Rev.  T.  C.  Tingley.  Mr.  Ting- 
ley  ttcrved  as  pastor  more  than  five  years,  receiving 
into  the  church  by  baptism  and  letter  twenty-seven, 
and  twenty-three  were  dismissed,  excluded,  and  died. 

In  18()9,  Rev.  L.  L.  Fittz  entered  upon  pastoral 
work.  During  his  ministry  the  church  was  much 
blesned.  Assiuted  by  his  father,  the  Rev.  H.  Fittz, 
extra  meetings  were  held,  and  a  precious  revival  was 
enjoyed,  bringing  in  many  new  and  important  helpers 
into  the  church.  Fifty-two  were  added  by  baptism 
and  letter,  while  but  ten  were  dismissed  and  died. 
Hia  pastorate  continued  four  and  one-half  years,  and 
there  was  a  net  increase  of  forty-two  members. 

Mr.  Fittz  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  T.  M.  Butler  in 
1874.  His  was  a  peaceful  pastorate  of  two  years, 
during  which  four  were  added  and  four  died.  In 
about  two  months  from  the  time  of  Mr.  Butler's  leav- 
ing, a  call  was  extended  to  Rev.  Gideon  Cole,  who 
accepted,  and  entered  upon  his  regular  services  Dec. 
1,  1876.  He  is  now  in  his  seventh  year  of  labor,  and 
general  peace  and  harmony  prevail.  The  changes 
during  his  pastorate  thus  far  are :  Baptized,  twenty 
two ;  received  by  letter,  seven ;  by  experience,  two ; 
total  gain,  thirty-one ;  dismissed,  ten  ;  excluded,  two ; 
and  died,  twelve;  total  loss,  twenty-four ;  leaving  a 
net  gain  of  seven. 

The  church  has  worshiped  in  three  different  houses. 
The  first  place  of  worship  was  a  school-house  that  is 
now  occupied  as  a  private  dwelling,  the  second  was 
the  present  house,  but  for  some  thirteen  years  it  was 
vacated,  while  they  built  and  worshiped  in  a  smaller 
house  on  Main  Street.  This  house  was  built  during 
the  pastorate  of  Rev.  £.  Slade,  and  he  was  the  main 
agent  in  doing  it.  It  was  dedicated  June  30,  1880. 
In  1844,  during  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  B.  C.  Grafton, 
the  former  house  was  refitted,  and  again  occupied  for 
their  church  home.  The  house  built  on  Main  Street 
is  now  used  for  a  dwelling.  Three  times  has  the 
present  house  been  dedicated, — in  1804,  when  first  com- 
pleted, in  1844,  when  they  began  anew  their  worship, 
after  thoroughly  renovating  it,  and  in  1855,  when 
again  refitted  under  the  ministry  of  Rev.  S.  J.  Carr. 
It  has  also  been  somewhat  extensively  repaired  and 
improved  under  the  pastorates  of  Revs.  L.  L.  Fittz 
and  Gideon  Cole. 

The  church  now  numbers  one  hundred  and  four. 
It  has  a  good  house  of  worship  and  a  fine  parsonage, 
all  in  thorough  repair  and  free  from  debt. 

The  present  oflicers  of  the  church  are:  Gideon 
Cole,  pastor;  Nathan  Davis,  Henry  E.  Marble,  dea- 
cons; F.  A.  Shurtleir,M.D., clerk;  Deacon  N.  Davis, 
treasurer. 


[Note. — Much  of  Uie  material  for  the  above  his- 
tory is  taken  from  a  history  of  the  church  aa  pub- 
lished in  the  minutes  of  the  Tauntoo  Baptist  Associ- 
ation, and  from  a  history  prepared  by  Dr.  F.  A 
Shurtleff,and  read  at  its  seventy-seventh  anniversary. 
— Gideon  Cole.] 

The  Methodift  Epiicopal  Church'  in  South 
Somerset,  known  historically  and  legally  aa  tlie  First 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Somerset,  ia  one  of 
the  oldest,  if  not  the  oldest,  church  of  tliia  deuomiua- 
tion  in  the  county  of  Bristol.  As  early  aa  the  year 
1800,  Rev.  Joseph  Snelling,  tlien  stationed  on  the 
Warren  Circuit,  was  invited  by  Mr.  John  Wilbour, 
then  a  citizen  of  the  south  part  of  tlie  town  of  Som- 
erset, to  preach  in  his  house.  This  invitation  was 
accepted  gladly  and  with  characteristic  promptitude. 
For  several  years  prior  to  this  the  pioucer  itinerants 
had  occasionally  passed  through  the  adjoining  towns 
of  Swansea  and  Rehoboth  on  their  evangelistic  touns, 
and  it  is  also  probable  that  this  section  of  Somerset 
had  also  been  prospected  by  them  in  search  of  an 
opening  for  a  preaching  appointment.  Mr.  Wilbour 
had  heard  Mr.  Snelling  in  Warren,  R.  I.,  and  had 
become  deeply  interested  in  the  preacher  and  iu  his 
message,  and  desirous  that  his  neighbors  also  should 
enjoy  the  privilege,  he  opened  his  doors  for  tliis  pur^ 
pose.  Thenceforward,  until  the  erection  of  a  house 
of  worship,  Mr.  Wilbour's  house  continued  to  be  the 
preaching- place  of  the  circuit  preachers.  Soon  a 
class,  consisting  of  seven  persons,  most  of  whom  re- 
sided in  Swansea,  was  organized  by  Mr.  Snelling. 
It  is  not  certainly  known  who  these  persons  were, 
but  there  are  good  reasons  for  believing  that  James 
Sherman  (afterwards  Capt.  James  Shernmn),  Na- 
thaniel Lewin,  Diana  Lewin,  Sarah  Lewin,  Jemima 
Lewin,  and  Gardner  and  Israel  Anthony  composed 
this  first  class,  the  germ  of  the  future  church.  Thus 
Somerset  was  included  in  the  elastic  bouudaries  of 
the  Warren  Circuit.  James  Sherman,  mentioned 
above,  was  a  man  of  mark.  Inquisitive,  intelligent, 
familiar  with  the  theological  questions  then  most 
controverted,  possessed  of  considerable  dialectic  skill, 
well  versed  in  the  Scriptures,  fluent  in  speech,  zeal- 
ous in  spirit,  he  became  a  local  preacher  of  consider- 
able note,  and  was  especially  successful  in  defending 
the  new  "sect,  everywhere  spoken  against,''  from  the 
assaults  of  its  fury,  and  often  turned  their  batteries 
against  themselves.  Having  never  married,  he  became 
an  inmate  of  the  Sailors' Snug  Harbor,  Staten  Island, 
and  died,  at  an  advanced  age,  in  18G2. 

In  1802  the  church  was  favorably  organized,  and 
other  additions  were  soon  made  to  the  little  band. 
Among  the  most  notable  of  these  was  Mr.  John  Bray- 
ton,  the  grandsireof  the  family  of  Braytons  who  have 
since  become  such  prominent  actors  in  the  social, 
business,  and  professional  life  of  the  neighboring  city 
of  Fall  River.     Mr.  Bray  ton  at  once  became  one  of 

1  Contributod  by  He  v.  J.  Livesuy. 
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the  moet  influential  and  useful  of  the  members  of  this 
little  flock,  thoroughly  identifying  himself  with  all  its 
interests.  His  means  and  his  liberality  enabled  him 
to  contribnto  freely  for  its  support^  and  his  hospitality 
disposed  him  to  keep  open  house  for  the  generous 
entertainment  of  the  weary  itinerants,  who  were 
always  sure  of  a  hearty  welcome  and  of  needed  rest 
beneath  his  hospitable  roof. 

In  1804,  it  having  become  apparent  that  a  house  of 
worship  was  not  only  a  necessity  for  the  welfare  of 
the  church,  but  that  its  erection  was  practica&le,  this 
important  enterprise  was  entered  upon.  Many  friends 
had  been  raised  up  who,  though  not  members  of  the 
church,  were  deeply  interested  in  its  prosperity. 
Among  these  were  Dr.  John  Winslow,  of  Swansea, 
and  Capt.  William  Read,  who  had  retired  from  the  sea 
and  devoted  himself  to  agricultural  pursuits.  At  the 
northwestern  extreme  of  his  farm  was  a  beautiful  lot 
of  land,  on  the  summit  of  the  ridge  overlooking  Mount 
Hope  Bay,  the  Taunton  River,  and  the  magnificent 
landscape  which  spread  out  in  every  direction,  which 
he  generously  donated  as  the  site  of  the  contemplated 
church.  Here  was  erected  a  substantial  structure  in 
the  style  common  in  those  days.  The  house  was 
nearly  square,  with  a  spacious  projecting  vestibule  in 
two  stories,  the  upper  story  conducting  to  the  gal- 
leries, which  were  very  deep,  and  occupying  the  two 
sides  and  front  of  the  audience-room.  The  pulpit, 
lofty  and  circular,  with  the  chancel  or  altar,  occupied 
the  centre  of  the  rear  end  of  the  church.  The  pews 
were  straight- backed,  high,  and  not  constructed  for 
the  comfort  of  drowsy  worshipers.  This  undertaking 
was  successfully  pushed  forward  to  completion,  and 
before  the  year  ended  the  church  was  dedicated  by 
Rev.  Alexander  McLane,  the  circuit  preacher. 

For  forty-five  years  this  noble  monument  of  Chris- 
tian liberality  and  zeal  stood,  one  of  the  most 
prominent  features  in  the  splendid  landscape,  the 
gathering-place  of  the  devout  not  only  of  the  im- 
mediate neighborhood,  but,  on  Quarterly  Meeting  and 
other  special  occasions,  from  the  widely-extended 
circuit  to  enjoy  their  spiritual  feasts.  Here  some  of 
tlie  notable  pioneers  of  the  denomination,  men  of 
national  repute,  such  as  Bishop  Asbury,  Freeborn 
Qarretson,  and  others,  preached  the  word  of  life  to 
the  multitudes  who  thronged  to  hear  them. 

Somerset  was  for  many  years  one  of  the  prominent 
societies  of  the  ever-varying  circuit,  sometimes  more, 
sometimes  less  extended,  to  which  two  or  three 
preachers  were  usually  appointed.  The  membership 
of  the  church  was  subject,  from  various  causes,  to 
considerable  fluctuations,  one  hundred  and  sixty-one 
being  at  one  time  reported,  but  shrinking  in  another 
report  to  fifty-seven.  Some  extensive  revivals  took 
place,  which  added  largely  to  the  numbers  and 
strength  of  the  society.  At  a  later  date  this  church 
was  recol^nized  as  a  charge,  with  a  minister  stationed 
as  its  pastor,  which  has  continued  to  be  the  case,  with 
occasional  changes,  to  the  present  time. 
41 


In  1841  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Som- 
erset village  was  organized,  since  which  time  South 
Somerset  has  been  the  name  by  which  the  old  has 
been  distinguished  from  the  new  church. 

In  1849,  under  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  E.  B.  Hinckley, 
the  old  church  edifice,  which  had  so  admirably  served 
the  purposes  of  the  fathers,  was  torn  down,  and  the 
present  modern  and  tasteful  structure  was  erected 
upon  the  same  site,  the  dedicatory  sermon  being 
preached  by  Rev.  Daniel  Wise,  D.D.,  then  stationed 
in  Fall  River. 

In  1861  the  lot  of  land  directly  east  of  the  church 
lot  and  adjoining  it  was  purchased,  and  a  pleasant 
and  commodious  parsonage  was  erected  under  the 
supervision  of  Rev.  Joseph  Baker,  the  pastor,  at  a 
cost  of  about  sixteen  hundred  dollars.  This  great 
improvement  has  rendered  this  a  desirable  rural 
home  for  pastors  not  aspiring  to  heavy  city  charges, 
but  who  prefer  the  quiet,  the  simplicity,  and  the  nat- 
ural charms  of  suburban  life,  joined  with  the  pastoral 
work  required  by  an  intelligent  and  appreciative 
agricultural  though  not  very  numerous  flock. 

In  1870,  Rev.  E.  L.  Hyde  being  pastor,  the  church 
building  was  subjected  to  various  alterations  and  im- 
provements, involving  an  expense  of  about  one  thou- 
sand dollars.  It  was  reopened  with  appropriate  ser- 
vices, Revs.  E.  F.  Clark,  of  Providence,  E.  J.  Haynes, 
of  Fall  River,  and  V.  A.  Cooper,  of  Providence, 
preaching  sermons  suited  to  the  occasion.  The  next 
day,  Thursday,  at  about  half-past  two  p.m.,  during  a 
brief  but  sharp  thunder-storm,  the  house  was  struck 
with  lightning,  which  shattered  the  steeple  and  the 
plastering,  parted  the  links  of  the  chain  which  held 
up  the  stovepipe,  and  in  other  ways  inflicted  serious 
injury  to  the  building.  The  repairs  rendered  neces- 
sary by  this  calamity  subjected  the  society  to  a  heavy 
and  depressing  expense.  But  the  spirit  of  their  pas- 
tor and  the  practical  sympathy  of  sister  churches 
encouraged  them,  so  that  they  speedily  placed  their 
beautiful  church  home  in  as  good  condition  as  before. 

The  present  membership  of  the  church  (April,  1888) 
is  thirty-two ;  of  the  Sunday-school,  fifly ;  books  in 
library,  four  hundred  and  fifty. 

The  following  is  the  list  of  pastors  who  have  served 
this  church  in  the  order  of  their  appointment,  em- 
bracing those  who  were  appointed  to  the  circuit  as 
well  as  those  who  have  served  it  as  a  station,  viz. : 
1800,  Joseph  Snelling;  1801,  John  Finnegan  and  D. 
Fidler ;  1802,  Reuben  Hubbard,  D.  Morris,  A.  Cobb ; 
1803-4,  Alexander  McLane;  1805-6,  J.  Snelling; 
1807,  Joshua  Crowell ;  1808-9,  Levi  Walker;  1810, 
John  Lindsay;  1811,  Thomas  Asbury;  1812-13,  Ar- 
temas  Stebbins ;  1814,  Edward  Hyde,  W.  Marsh ; 
1816,  Benjamin  R.  Hoyt,  I.  Walker ;  1.816,  Richard 
Emery;  1817,  Nathan  Paine;  1818,  Isaac  Jamison; 
1819,  Isaac  Banny ;  1820-21,  T.  W.  Tucker;  1822-23, 
Benjamin  Hazleton ;  1824,  Ebenezer  Blake;  1825, 
Herman  Per^r;  1826,  C.  Virgin,  N.  B.  Spaulding; 
1827-28,  D.  Culver;  1829,  N.  S.  Spaulding,  Robert 
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Oould;  1830,  N.  Paine,  H.  Walker;  1881,  F.  Dane, 
H.  Walden;  1832,  W.  Emerson,  J.  D.  Baldwin  ;  1883, 
Janies  Bicknell ;  1834-87,  no  pastor;  1887, 1.  Banney ; 
1838,  I.  Banney,  W.  S.  Campbell;  1889,  J.  T.  Sturte- 
vant;  1840,  William  S.  Simmons;  1841,  George  M. 
Carpenter;  1842,  Levi  Daggett,  Jr.;  1848,  8.  Fox; 
1844,  x\I.  J.Tulbott;  1845,  Benjamin  L.  Say er ;  1840- 
47,  J.  E.  Giffbrd  ;  1848,  no  pastor;  1849,  E.  B.  Hinck- 
ley ;  1850,  J.  M.  Worcester;  1851-52.  Lawton  Caily ; 
1853-64,  Ormando  N.  Brooks;  1855,  J.  N.  Collier; 
1826,  John  Livesey ;  1867-58,  Varuum  A.  Cooper; 
1859,  C.  Collard  Adams;  1860-61,  Joseph  Baker; 
1862-^4,  Henry  H.  Smith ;  1866-67,  William  Penn 
Hyde;  1808-70,  E.  L.  Hyde;  1871-72,  C.  S.  Morse; 
1873-75,  George  H.  Lamson ;  1876-77,  George  W. 
Wright ;  1878,  S.  H.  Day ;  1879-81,  E.  Tirrell ;  1882- 
83,  John  Livesey. 

Methodist  Episcopal  Church.*— The  first  regular 
Methodist  services  in  Somerset  were  held  in  a  sail- 
loft  on  Burgess'  wharf  in  1841  by  Bryan  Morse,  a 
local  preacher  traveling  under  the  presiding  elder, 
Rev.  Bartholomew  Otheman.  Mr.  Morse  held  a  pro- 
tracted meeting,  in  which  he  was  assisted  by  Rev. 
George  M.  Carpenter,  of  South  Somerset,  and  John 
Livesey,  local  preacher,  from  Fall  River.  The  result 
of  this  meeting  was  un  extensive  revival.  The  or- 
ganization of  the  church  soon  followed,  and  in  1842 
a  church  edifice  was  erected  and  dedicated  by  Rev. 
David  Patten,  D.D. 

The  first  Conference  appointee  was  Rev.  Levi 
Daggett,  who  was  followed,  in  1844,  by  Rev.  E.  W. 
Stickney.  Then  followed  the  appointment  of  Israel 
Washburn,  local  preacher,  in  1846,  Rev.  John  W. 
Case  in  1846.  and  Father  Nathanial  Paine  in  1847-48, 
whose  labors  were  quite  successful.  At  the  close  of 
his  pastorate  he  left  a  membership  of  forty  names. 

Mr.  Paine  was  succeeded  in  1849  by  Rev.  Charles 
Hammond,  who  enjoyed  a  very  harmonious,  prosper- 
ous, and  pleasant  pastorate. 

In  1851,  Rev.  Carlos  Banning  was  appointed  to 
the  charge,  but  failing  to  appear,  his  place  was  sup- 
plied by  Father  Filmore  and  Samuel  Jackson,  under 
whose  zealous  efforts  the  membership  was  consider- 
ably increased. 

From  1852  to  1859  the  following  appointees  served 
the  church  with  varied  success :  Revs.  E.  H.  Hatfield, 
William  H.  Richards,  John  Livesey  (local  preacher), 
Franklin  Gavitt,  James  McReading,  and  Edward  A. 
Lyon.  The  administration  of  Mr.  Lyon  was  success- 
ful and  generally  acceptable,  and  the  Sunday-school 
reached  the  highest  number  on  record,  but  a  ruling 
minority  objected  to  his  reappointment,  and  the  new 
Conference  year  brought  to  the  front  Rev.  C.  M.  Al- 
vord,  much  to  the  gratification  of  some  and  the  an- 
noyance of  others.  The  consequence  was  a  disruption 
and  the  withdrawal  of  twenty-one  members  with 
their  families,  who  formed  the  Congregational  Church 


1  By  BcT.  J.  D.  King. 


in  the  village,  leaving  the  Methodists  with  a  congre- 
gation of  twenty-eight  members,  which,  however,  at 
the  close  of  the  year  numbered  seventy-five,  with  a 
considerable  increase  of  church  membership. 

In  1862-^,  Rev.  William  Worth  filled  the  pastor- 
ate successfully. 

From  1864  to  1869  the  following  names  appear  on 
the  record  as  pastors:  Revs.  C.  8.  San  ford,  B.  K. 
liosworth,  George  i^.  Westgato,  Samuel  J.  Carrull, 
and  M.  J.  Talbot. 

The  last  of  these  five  years  the  church  waa  aufiering 
under  great  depression,  but  under  the  labom  of  Rev. 
H.  H.  Smith,  who  was  appointed  to  tlie  charge  in 
1870-71,  she  fully  recovered  herself. 

In  1872-78,  Rev.  0.  H.  Fernald  received  the  ap- 
pointment, by  whose  energetic  efforts  the  church  edi- 
fice was  rebuilt,  and  at  the  close  of  his  worlc  the 
church  numbered  eighty-four  members. 

From  1876  to  1883  the  following  names  appear  as 
pastors:  Revs.  8.  M.  Real,  C.  M.  Dui)ham,  C.  E. 
Walker,  George  H.  Bates,  and  J.  D.  King,  the  pres- 
ent incumbent. 

The  First  Christian  Chnrch.— This  church  was 
organized  in  1841  by  Rev.  Mr.  Shurtleif,  now  of 
Providence,  R.  I. 

Mr.  Shurtlcir  remained  but  a  short  time,  uiid  was 
succeeded  by  several  preachers,  each  remuiniug  only 
a  few  years.  Among  the  number  were  Revs.  Mr. 
Hriant,  B.  F.  Summerhell,  and  John  N.  Haley.  In 
1870,  Rev.  C.  A.  Tillinghast  was  called,  and  remained 
pastor  nine  years,  during  which  time  the  church 
was  prosperous.  He  was  called  to  Broad  Street 
Christian  Church,  Providence,  R.  I.  In  1879  he 
was  succeeded  by  Z.  A.  Past,  who  remained  two 
years,  when  he  accepted  a  professorship  in  the  Suf- 
folk Collegiate  Institute  in  Virginia.  He  was  fol- 
lowed by  Rev.  R.  Osnmn  Allen,  the  present  pastor. 
There  has  been  in  the  forty-two  years  an  aggregate 
membership  of  two  hundred  and  thirty,  which  has 
been  depleted  by  deaths  and  removals,  until  now 
the  actual  membership  is  one  hundred. 

First  Congregational  Church.'— Most  of  those 
who  at  first  formed  the  Congregational  Church  in 
this  village  had  been  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 

For  a  long  time  the  Conference  authorities  hud 
appointed  or  removed  the  pastor  in  entire  disregard 
of,  and  sometimes  in  direct  opposition  to,  the  wish 
and  vote  of  the  majority  of  the  church.  The  fact, 
well  understood,  was  that  the  action  of  the  Confer- 
ence was  controlled  and  directed  by  one  or  two  men, 
— members  of  tlie  church  (Methodist  Episcopal)  lo- 
cated in  Somerset.  To  such  an  extent  had  this  man- 
ipulation been  carried  that  many  of  the  people  felt 
it  was  time  for  decisive  action  in  opposition  to  what 
was  termed  "  one-man  power."  Accordingly,  a  re- 
monstrance waa  sent  to  the  Conference.     The  Con- 


it  By  Uov.  J.  0.  IlHlliJay. 


SOMERSET. 


643 


ference  paid  no  regard  to  it  The  parties  aggrieved 
felt  that  tlioro  was  no  redress  to  bo  expected  from 
tho  aiithoriticfi  of  tlio  church.  Aftor  miicli  thought, 
diaciimion,  and  prayer  the  act  of  witlidrawal  was 
decided  on.  This  was  in  the  year  1860.  Those  with- 
drawing were  now  homeless  as  to  a  place  of  worship. 
No  definite  plan  as  to  the  future  had  been  determined 
upon,  either  as  to  the  form  of  church  government  to 
be  adopted  or  house  of  worship.  If  I  have  been 
correctly  informed,  a  second  Methodist  Church  was 
the  thought  in  a  few  minds  at  least.  The  motive  in 
withdrawing  was  not  dislike  of  the  church  in  which 
those  separating  from  her  had  been  nurtured,  but 
the  right  to  a  vote  and  voice  in  the  church  that  would 
count  something  in  the  management  of  church  affairs. 

The  spirit  of  those  who  withdrew  may  be  inferred 
from  the  following  statement,  which  I  copy  from  the 
records:  *' Although  the  seccdern  constituted  a  large 
majority  of  the  church  and  the  society,  and  although 
they  had  made  large  investment  in  pews,  they  with- 
drew, leaving  all"  with  that  part  of  the  church  and 
society  which  remained. 

They  first  hired  a  hall  named  Central  Hall,  and  fitted 
it  up  as  a  place  of  worship.  They  then  attempted  to 
secure  a  Methodist  preacher  on  their  own  respon- 
sibility. They  soon  learned  that  no  man  connected 
with  the  Conference  could  be  induced  to  accept  their 
invitation. 

They  therefore  began  to  look  in  another  direction. 
A  minister  of  the  Congregational  order  was  invited 
to  the  care  of  this  body  of  believers  and  others  inter- 
ested in  tlie  new  enterprise.  He  accepted  the  trust, 
and  for  something  over  a  year  ministered  to  this 
people,  who  were  all  this  time  without  church  organ- 
ization. In  the  early  summer  of  1861  the  decision 
was  reached  to  form  a  church  of  the  Congregational 
order.  It  will  be  seen  that  there  was  nothing  hasty 
in  the  movement  It  was  one  of  very  serious  import 
not  only  to  the  parties  immediately  concerned,  but  to 
the  community  at  large  and  to  the  church  universal. 
Time  to  think,  to  deliberate,  to  pray  was  needed,  and 
it  was  taken,  and  a  decision  reached. 

The  writer  of  this  article  was  informed  that  a  goodly 
number  of  those  who  at  first  withdrew  went  back  to 
the  Methodist  Church  when  it  was  decided  to  form  a 
Congregational  Church.  Possibly  they  had  a  dread 
of  Calvinism;  possibly  they  thought  that  a  house 
of  worship  must  be  erected,  and  that  that  would  cost 
money ;  at  all  events  they  took  their  departure,  re- 
ducing the  number  about  to  form  themselves  into  the 
new  church. 

The  body  of  believers  worshiping  in  Central  Hall 
having  determined  to  organize  a  church,  aiid  having 
decided  what  denominational  name  to  assume,  issued 
letters  missive  to  neighboring  churches  of  that  name. 
In  response  to  the  letters  missive  there  convened  at 
Central  Hall,  July  3,  1861,  the  following-named 
churches  in  the  person  of  pastors  and  delegates: 
Churches  in  Taunton,   Berkley,  Dighton,  Assonet, 


Raynharo,  Rehol)oth,  and  Fall  River.  I  believe  all 
the  churches  invited  responded.  A  council  was 
formed  by  tho  choice  of  Rev.  E.  Maltby,  of  Taunton, 
for  moderator,  and  Rev.  S.  T.  Fay,  of  Fall  River, 
scribe.  The  council  having  examined  all  the  papers 
presented,  having  listened  to  the  statements  of  dif- 
ferent parties,  and  having  carefully  examined  the 
church's  probable  future,  decided  unanimously  in 
favor  of  the  new  movement,  "and  voted  to  proceed  in 
the  aflernoon  with  the  usual  public  services  of  recog- 
nition and  organization."  Twenty-two  persons  pre- 
sented themselves,  and  wer^  formed  into  and  approved 
as  "  The  First  Congregational  Church,  Somerset*' 

The  church  and  society  (for' there  was  a  society 
acting  conjointly  with  the  church  in  the  support  of 
the  gospel)  continued  to  worship  in  Central  Hall  till 
1865.  In  the  mean  time  preliminary  steps  were  being 
taken  towards  the  erection  of  a  church  edifice.  When 
the  pressure  of  work  and  of  giving  began  to  be  felt 
there  were  some  who  lost  their  enthusiasm. 

Thus  occurred  a  second  reduction  of  the  number 
on  which  must  devolve  the  care  of  the  new  enter- 
prise. Such  is  human  experience.  There  are  people 
in  the  world  who  are  ready  and  willing  any  time  to 
sit  by  your  fire,  to  read  by  your  light,  and  to  eat  at 
your  table  if  you  furnish  all  the  money,  take  all  the 
care,  and  do  all  the  necessary  labor.  They  come,  not 
to  minister,  but  to  be  ministered  unto. 

In  March,  1865,  a  neat  and  comfortable  church 
edifice  was  completed  and  dedicated.  Seasons  of  ad- 
versity and  seasons  of  prosperity  have  fallen  to  the 
lot  of  this  church  and  society  since  that  time.  The 
people  at  times  adopted  a  custom  which  proved  detri- 
mental to  them  as  a  church  and  society,  a  custom  not 
uncommon.  I  refer  to  it  here  because  I  wish  to  put 
on  permanent  record  my  earnest  protest  against  It  I 
refer  to  the  plan  of  having  pulpit  supplies  sent  from 
Sabbath  to  Sabbath  for  six  months,  a  year,  or  two 
years,  no  pastor  on  the  ground.  The  man  who  is  sent 
may  have  been  virtually  out  of  the  ministry  for  ten 
or  twenty  years,  may  be  in  some  other  calling;  he 
comes  Saturday  night  in  the  last  train,  and  goes  away 
Monday  morning  in  the  first,  and  knows  as  much 
about  the  wants  of  the  people  as  men  generally  know 
of  what  they  know  nothing.  If  the  sermons  are  not 
heavy  with  age,  th^  paper  on  which  they  are  written 
has  a  color  that  is  suggestive  of  antiquity,  not  to 
speak  of  fossils. 

Churches  sometimes  follow  this  plan  with  the  idea 
that  it  is  economy  to  d6  so.  It  is,  in  fact,  just  the  op- 
posite of  economy.  The  effect  generally  is  to  weaken 
tho  power  of  the  church  in  her  divine  work,  to  loosen 
her  hold  on  the  community,  and  to  empty  her  cofiers. 
When  a  pastor  is  called,  provided  the  church  survives 
the  torturing  ordeal,  he  has  double  work  to  do.  Years 
are  often  required  to  ofi*set  the  evil  thus  unintentionally 
brought  upon  the  church  of  Christ.  Another  difll- 
culty  that  must  be  encountered  in  the  building  of  a 
new  church  enterprise  in  a  manufacturing  village  is 
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the  ceaseleu  coming  aod  going  of  different  families. 
Sometiniea  it  is  an  actual  gain  to  have  certain  fami- 
lieii  go,  if  they  would  only  aiay  away.  In  tbe  case  of 
other  families  a  severe  and  heavy  lou  ii  lufTered 
when  they  go.  I  apeak  of  these  maUora  bccnuac  the 
Congregational  Church  of  Somerset  baa  had  large 
experience  in  them.  Her  history  would  not  be  com- 
plete without  a  reference  to  them. 

The  number  enrolled  as  members  now  on  the 
church  records  is  fifty-four.  The  two  causes  con- 
tributing most  largely  to  the  slow  growtli  of  the 
church,  us  it  seems  to  me,  have  been  nlluded  to.  viz., 
tbe  fluctuating  populaUon  and  lliu  Sabbath  supply, 
Perhaps  a  third  should  he  added, — the  many  ex- 
tremely (I  hud  almost  said  unpardonnhly)  abort  pna- 
toratea;  some  of  them  indeed  do  nut  deserve  the  mime 
of  pastorate. 

The  6rst  preutlier,  Rev.  Chnrle*  D.  Lntlirop,  sup- 
plied the  pulpic  for  a  year  and  a  very  small  portion 
of  a  year.  lie  was  followed  by  liev.  Mr.  Butt,  of  Fall 
Jtiver,  who  supplied  a  ithort  time,  so  short  that  no 
record  was  made  of  the  time. 

From  January,  1862,  to  June,  18C4,  Rev.  N.  Rich- 
ardson was  pastor.  He  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  N.  H. 
Beason,  who  served  the  church  and  society  till  April, 
1SS&.  In  tbe  same  month  of  that  year  Rev.  Nelson 
Clark  began  bis  labors  iu  the  gospel  ministry  among 
this  people.  He  remained  with  tliem  five  years  and 
three  months.  His  work  did  mnch  to  strengthen  and 
increase  the  church.  The  years  of  bin  ministry  were 
years  of  prosperity.  When  tbe  people  permitted  him 
to  go  away,  tliey  did  a  very  unwise  thing.  His  labors 
closed  with  this  church  iu  July,  1871.  He  was  fol- 
lowed by  Rev.  L.  S.  Coan,  who  remained  one  year 
only.  Mr.  Coan  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  E.  J,  Oed- 
dings,  who  remained  just  as  long  as  his  predecessor. 
In  February,  1876,  Rev.  W.  N.  T.  Dean  was  installed 
as  pastor  of  this  church.  His  stay  was  short,  for  in 
July,  187C,  he  was  dismissed,  having  served  the 
church  not  quite  a  year  and  a  half.  Rev.  John 
Dodge  supplied  the  pulpit  for  three  months.     Rev. 

Farnum,  of  Boston,  supplied  the  pulpit  for  a 

time  (I  know  not  how  long),  coming  Saturday  and 
going  Monday. 

The  present  pastor.  Rev.  J.  C.  Halliday,  began 
work  here  in  June,  1877.  -lie  has  held  the  office  of 
pastor  of  this  church  nearly  six  years.  Those  years 
have  been  years  ofgradual  growth,  numerically,  finan- 
cially, and  1  may  say  spiritually.  The  growth  has 
not  been  spasmodic,  nor  has'it  been  remarkable  at 
all,  but  steady.  The  transfer  of  the  nail-works  fronk 
East  Taunton  to  Bomerset  has  added  a  goodly  num- 
ber of  worthy  oienihers  to  the  congregation,  and  given 
us  some  good  workers  for  the  Master.  But  aside  from 
.  that,  we  can  tell  of  growth  in  church  and  society. 
'  The  Congregational  Church  of  Somerset  has  strug- 
gled hard  with  a  great  many  untoward  circumatances, 
and  has  overcome  tliem.  She  was  organized  with  a 
fixed  purpoH,  to  continue  to  be.   With  Qod'a  help,  and 


kindness  shown  her  by  utiier  churchei  and  aocieties 
nnd  individuals,  she  bos  continued  until  thia  day, 
witnessing  to  small  and  great  the  power  of  divine 
grace,  and  seeking  to  say  none  other  things  tliaa 
Moses  and  the  prophets  did  aay  should  coiue.  We 
rejoice  in  a  prosperous  Sabbath-school,  tbe  happy, 
healthfiil,  liel(>ful  child  of  the  church.  Home  and 
foreign  missions  receive  attention.  The  cause  of 
temperance  is  not  forgotten  iu  our  church  work. 
The  order  of  services,  which  gives  most  geueral  satii- 
fauiion  in  our  community,  is.  Sabbath -school  in  the 
A.U.,  beginning  at  half-fuiat  ten ;  preaching  at  half-pant 
two  in  r.M.,  and  conference  meeting  in  the  evening. 
The  prospects  of  this  church  as  u  power  fur  Chtiat 
were  never  better  thau  they  ore  to-day.  There  is 
harmony  in  hercounaclsand  unity  in  her  movements. 
Nu  note  of  discord  for  tbe  past  six  years  has  reached 
the  ears  of  tlie  pastor.     It  is  pleasant  to  sing, — 


but  it  is  pleusuntor  to  feel  the  power  of  the  truiJi  em- 
fa<idied,  to  feel  it  in  the  relation  of  the  people  to  each 
other,  and  in  the  relation  of  people  and  potitor. 

St,  Patrick's  Choroh'  was  built  eight  y>Mn  ngo 
by  Rev.  William  H.  Uric,  of  Fall  River,  at  a  ciat  of 
About  eight  thousaud  dollars.  Il  is  a  frame  building, 
eighty-live  by  forty-three  feet,  with  slate  roof.  The 
first  resident  pastor  was  Rev.  E.  E.  Nohert,  who  has 
ofBciated  to  the  present  time.  Tbe  church  liaa  a 
membership  of  about  si:i  hundred. 

Foit-Office.— Previous  to  1825,  Mr,  Isaac  rierce 
had  charge  of  the  mail  fur  Somorsut,  which  wan  left 
at  Swansea  village.  In  IH^,  lOliaha  Shtde  was  ai>- 
pointed  postmaster,  and  held  the  ofhue  until  l&ii'd, 
when  John  A.  Saylcr  succeeded  him,  who  filled  tlie 
office  until  December,  18G0,  when  the  present  incum- 
bent, Mr.  N.  S.  Davis,  wua  appointed. 

Iu  conseijuence  of  the  loss  of  records  by  fire  in 
1875  the  exact  date  when  the  post-ollice  was  finit  es- 
tablished canuot  be  given;  but  tor  some  time  alU-r 
Mr.  Stadc  was  appointed  the  mail  won  carried  on  a 
baggage- wagon,  which  made  about  weekly  trips  be- 
tween llristJil,  R.  I.,  and  Boston  ;  the  )>uuch  was  then 
IcA  at  Nathuuiol  Mason's,  nearly  two  niilca  from  lliu 
|ireseut  office,  and  the  postmaster  hud  tu  go  iir  send 
some  one  there  aflar  It.  Tliu  olllce  now  receives  and 
Bends  live  mails  daily. 

The  Somerset  Ca-OperatiTe  Foundry  Company 
was  organized  Out.  10,  mG7 ;  olllceni  elected  Uct.  21), 
1867,  as  follows:  Presideut,  William  M.  llnrtleit; 
Treasurer,  William  P.  Marble;  Clerk,  E.  A.  Davis; 
X''oronian,  It.  0.  Wo<idwurd;  Directors,  U.  V.  Wowl- 
wurd,  T.  A.  Marble,  H.  D.  Spinner,  E.  A.  Uavu, 
John  0.  Babbitt,  C.  A.  Davis,  J.  H.  Luther,  W.  I'. 
Hood,  U.  W.  Nye,  and  William  P.  Marble.  Capital 
stock,  tl5,000;  capital  stock  now,  $30,000,  with  sink- 
ing fund  of  $2r>,000.     First  yeur's  business,  125,000, 
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ban  increased  to  $75,000.  Present  officers :  President, 
William  P.  Marble ;  Treasurer,  £.  A.  Dayis ;  Fore- 
man, G.  II.  Sherman ;  Directors,  0.  Fuller,  Joseph 
Cundall,  J.  Woodward,  Joseph  ShnrtlefT,  0.  L.  Dayis, 
£.  P.  Hatliaway,  and  D.  B.  Hood.  This  is  a  rep- 
resentative establishment,  and  manufactures  ranges, 
cooking,  parlor,  and  office  stoves  in  all  styles,  also 
hollow-ware,  sinks,  etc. 

This  company  has  been  very  successful,  and  has 
steadily  increased  its  volume  of  business ;  is  well  es- 
tablished, and  has  the  reputation  of  producing  the 
finest  goods  in  the  country.  Par  value  shares,  one 
hundred  dollars;  has  sold  as  high  as  one  hundred 
and  forty  dollars  per  share ;  has  paid  an  average  div- 
idend of  seven  and  a  half  per  cent.,  and  accumulated 
a  sinking  fund,  as  stated  before.  All  goods  manufac- 
tured are  made  from  patterns  made  and  designed 
under  their  own  supervision. 

A  writer  in  the  Providence  Star  of  May  6,  1883, 
speaking  of  Somerset,  says, — 

"  In  glancing  westward  from  Fall  River  across  the 
Taunton  River  people  get  a  glimpse  of  the  southern 
portion  of  the  town  of  Somerset,  which  portion  at  this 
time  is  entirely  devoted  to  agricultural  pursuits,  as, 
in  fact,  the  whole  town  was  mostly  until  within  forty 
years.  This  town  was  originally  a  portion  of  the  town 
of  Swansea,  and  is  what  was  known  formerly  as  the 
'  Sliowamut  Purchase.'  It  lies  along  the  river  men- 
tioned, and  forms  its  west  bank  for  about  eight  miles, 
and  is  very  narrow,  the  town  being  in  one  place  only 
about  a  half  a  mile  from  the  river  to  its  western 
boundary,  and  in  no  part  of  it  much  more  than  a  mile 
and  a  half  wide.  Atone  time  th|9  principal  business 
done  in  the  town  was  at  the  village  of  '  Egypt,'  so 
called,  where  quite  an  amount  of  ship-building  was 
carried  on,  and  it  is  within  the  memory  of  the  oldest 
inhabitants  when  '  Egypt'  was  the  important  point  of 
the  town.  But  those  days  have  gone,  and  the  people 
who  were  most  active  in  the  business  have,  alas  I 
passed  away,  and  now  all  that  remains  is  a  small 
cluster  of  houses,  with  nothing  to  remind  the  passer- 
by that  any  activity  ever  existed  there.  About  half 
a  mile  north  of 'Egypt'  is  the  village  of  Pottersville, 
so  called  from  the  fact  of  there  being  located  there  a 
pottery  for  the  purpose  of  making  earthen-  and  stone- 
ware. 

"  This  industry  was  begun  many  years  ago  by  the 
Chase  family,  and  formerly  a  very  extensive  business 
wa»  done  there,  hut  those  who  started  the  pottery  en- 
terprise have  long  since  died,  and' finally  the  business 
has  dwindled  down  to  a  small  amount,  comparatively 
speaking,  of  what  it  used  to  be,  and  the  company  be- 
coming seriously  embarrassed,  it  was  sold,  a  little  more 
than  a  year  ago,  to  a  new  company,  composed  princi- 
pally of  persons  from  Fall  River,  who  with  an  in- 
creased capital  will,  it  is  hoped,  make  a  success  of 
the  enterprise  in  the  future. 

"Somerset  Pottery  Company,  incorporated  in  1847 
with  a  capital  stock  of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars. 


In  1882  the  business  was  sold  to  a  new  company,  com- 
posed of  some  of  the  strongest  men  financially  in  this 
section  of  the  country.  The  stock  was  reduced  to  fif- 
teen thousand  dollars,  and  Immediately  increased  to 
thirty  thousand  dollars.  Under  the  management  of 
the  officers  of  the  new  corporation  a  very  large  in- 
crease in  orders  was  made,  and  with  the  old  facilities 
they  were  troubled  for  a  time  to  meet  the  demand  for 
their  goods.  It  was  again  voted  to  double  the  capital 
stock,  making  it  sixty  thousand  dollars.  Mr.  Field, 
the  agent  and  general  manager,  then  began  in  a  sys- 
tematic manner  to  increase  their  facilities,  and  at  the 
same  time  hold  the  fast-increasing  trade.  A  person 
now  visiting  the  pottery  will  find  numerous  new 
buildings  for  the  old  kilns,  and  for  the  new  kilns 
which  have  taken  the  place  of  the  old  ones.  The 
place  that  was  once  noted  for  its  rusty  and  worn-out 
appearance  is  now  fresh  and  new.  In  fiict,  a  complete 
regeneration  of  the  place  has  been  made.  The  point 
upon  which  the  company  b^se  their  success  is  in  their 
economy  in  manufacture.  One  thing  we  should  not 
forget  to  mention,  and  that  is  the  special  fire-bricks, 
cupola,  and  stove-linings  manufactured  with  proper 
mixture  of  granite  clay,  of  which  they  are  the  sole 
agents.  Although  they  are  but  commencing  the 
manufacture  of  these  articles,  large  orders  have  been 
received  and  filled,  which  give  in  all  cases  perfect 
satisfaction.  The  success  of  the  new  company  is 
already  assured. 

"At  the  north  part  of  the  town  Is  located  Somerset 
village,  or  what  was  formerly  called  Bowers'  Shore,  a 
quiet  rural  village  of  about  fifteen  hundred  inhabi- 
tants, and  which  is  now  about  all  there  is  of  Somerset  as 
regards  inhabitants  and  enterprise.  Previous  to  the 
year  1850  there  was  not  much  business  done  here,  ex- 
cept the  catching  of  oysters  in  the  spring  and  autumn 
of  the  year,  and  even  then  the  business  had  not 
assumed  the  proportions  that  it  has  now  attained. 
During  the  oyster  seasons  scores  of  men  and  boys  are 
employed  in  catching  -and  assorting  the  bivalves  for 
shipment  to  other  places  for  '  plant,'  a  large  portion 
of  which  go  by  vessels  to  Providence,  where  they  are 
bedded  for  a  certain  length  of  time,  when  they  are 
again  fished  up  and  are  then  served  up  as  the  famous 
*  Providence  River  oysters.'  The  amount  shipped  dur- 
ing the  two  seasons  of  the  year  mentioned  will  aggre- 
gate thousands  of  bushels,  and  it  is  said  that  Somer- 
set sends  out  the  best  '  plants'  that  are  to  be  had, 
although  the  oysters  that  are  allowed  to  grow  to  their 
full  size  in  their  native  waters  are  not  considered  fit 
for  use,  the  most  of  them  having  a  coppery  taste, 
which  is  entirely  removed  by  lying  in  other  waters 
for  a  season. 

"  About  the  year  1850,  or  a  little  before,  Mr.  James 
Hood  began  the  business  of  ship-building  at  Somer- 
set village,  and  conducted  it  quite  successfully  until 
1854,  when  a  large  vessel  which  he  had  on  the  stocks 
nearly  completed  was  entirely  destroyed  by  a  sup- 
po^  incendiary  fire,  which  caused  great  excitement 
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at  the  time.  This  was  the  last  of  ship-building  in 
Somerset,  and  its  destruction  was  a  very  disastrous 
blow  to  the  place. 

"  In  the  year  1858  a  new  industry  was  commenced 
in  this  village  through  the  liberality  of  Mr.  J.  Q. 
Pierce,  who  gave  a  tract  of  land  lying  on  the  river, 
and  80  situated  as  to  be  available  as  a  wharf-privil^e. 
A  company  was  formed  for  the  manufacture  of  ship- 
anchors  and  other  large  forgings.  This  company 
was  organized  as  the  Somerset  Iron- Works  Company, 
with  William  S.  Sampson  as  agent  and  treasurer, 
who,  after  erecting  buildings,  etc.,  necessary  to  carry 
on  the  business  and  running  for  a  short  time,  failed 
to  conduct  the  business  profitably,  and  in  two  years 
after  commencing  closed  entirely.  This  was  a  sad 
blow  to  the  industries  of  the  place  and  to  many  of  its 
inhabitants  financially,  as  the  capital  which  was  put 
into  the  business  was  mostly  furnished  by  Somerset 
residents,  who  not  only  lost  all  they  put  in,  but  those 
who  had  other  property  were  obliged  to  furnish 
money  to  pay  the  debts  of  the  concern.  From  the 
time  of  closing  of  the  works  to  1855  nothing  was  done 
with  them,  and  they  lay  as  a  monument  to  the  capital 
that  had  been  sunk  in  their  erection. 

''  In  the  year  1855  the  late  Albert  Field,  of  Taun- 
ton,' in  connection  with  bis  son-in-law,  Mr.  J.  M. 
Leonard,  bought  the  property,  and  fitted  it  up  for  a 
rolling-mill  and  nail-factory,  and  they  wore  incor- 
porated under  the  name  of  the  Mount  Hope  Iron 
Company.  This  company,  notwithstanding  the  large 
outlay  of  money  and  the  extreme  depression  of  1857, 
passed  through  it  successfully  under  the  guidance 
and  direction  of  its  manager,  Mr.  Leonard,  and  did  a 
successful  business  until  the  fall  of  1866,  when  the 
rolling-mill  and  nail-faccory  ,  connected  therewith 
were  entirely  destroyed  by  fire,  leaving  only  the 
building  tributary  to  the  business  standing.  But  the 
company,  nothing  daunted  at  their  great  loss,  which 
was  not  fully  insured,  began  immediately  the  erec- 
tion of  u  larger  and  more  improved  mill  upon  the  site 
of  the  former  buildings,  and  in  about  one  year  from 
the  time  the  old  mill  was  destroyed  the  new  one  was 
running  successfully,  and  continued  operations  until 
1871,  when  it  was  sold  to  persons  belonging  to  and 
buying  in  the  interest  of  the  Parker  Mills,  of  Ware- 
ham,  Mass.,  a  large  and  prosperous  concern.  They 
continued  to  run  it,  with  Mr.  O.  A.  Washburn,  Jr., 
of  Providence,  as  agent  and  treasurer,  for  about  eight 
years.  The  extreme  depression  of  the  iron  business 
in  1875  and  later  forced  them  to  give  up  to  the  in- 
evitable, and  in  the  spring  of  1878  they  ceased  opera- 
tions entirely,  and  remained  quiescent  until  the  fall 
of  1881,  when  it  was  sold  to  the  Old  Colony  Iron 
Company,  of  Taunton,  who  have  and  are  still  running 
it  successfully. 

"At  the  time  of  the  disposal  of  their  works  by  the 
Mount  Hope  Iron  Company,  it  was  the  purpose  of 
Mr.  J.  M.  Leonard,  who  had  been  its  manager  from 
their  starting,  to  retire  from  business  and  enjoy  his 


ease,  he  having  acquired  a  competency  by  hia  yean 
of  industry;  but  having  been  actively  engaged  in 
businesa  for  so  long  a  time,  that  after  "a  shoct  period 
ease  grew  to  be  so  monotonous  that  he  b^gan  the 
erection  of  another  mill  on  some  property  a  short 
distance  from  the  old  one,  which  was  not  dUpoeed  of 
at  the  sale  of  the  first  mill.  Mr.  I.«eonard  having  been 
engaged  so  long  in  the  business  was  enabled  to  build 
the  new  mill  on  a  much  improved  plan,  and  in  about 
three  years  he  started  his  new  mill  for  the  purpose  of 
not  only  making  nails,  but  also  a  very  superior  qual- 
ity of  tack  and  shovel-plate.  Mr.  Leonard  still  acts 
as  treasurer  of  the  concern,  and  he  is  ably  assisted  by 
his  son,  Mr.  H.  B.  Leonard,  who  la  the  agent  of  the 
company.  The  two  mills  employ  about  five  hundred 
men,  and  have  a  capacity  of  about  four  thousand 
casks  of  nails  per  week,  besides  a  large  quantity  ot 
plate,  which  is  used  for  the  purpose  of  making  tacks 
and  small  nails,  and  also  for  shovels  and  spades. 

"  Another  industry  was  begun  in  this  place  about 
1854,  known  as  the  Ik)ston  Stove  Foundry,  for  tlie 
manufacture  of  stoves  and  hollow-ware.  This  was 
not  a  success  financially  at  the  commencement,  and 
was  run  at  a  loss  to  the  owners  until  about  the 
year  1867,  when  a  company  was  formed  culled  the 
Somerset  Co-operative  Foundry  Company.  This  was 
composed  mostly  of  workmen,  who  at  once  began 
operations,  and  although  it  was  a  severe  struggle  at 
first,  yet  by  perseverance  and  energy  it  has  grown  to 
be  a  large  concern,  and  now  gives  employment  to 
about  fifty  men,  most  of  whom  are  stockholders,  and 
manage  the  business  among  themselves. 

This  company  was  organized  and  its  first  officers 
chosen  as  follows:  President,  Wm.  M.  Hartlett; 
treasurer,  Wm.  B.  Marble;  Clerk,  E.  A.  Davis  ;  fore- 
man, R.  C.  Woodward ;  Directors,  II.  D.  Skinner, 
George  W.  Nye,  J.  C.  Babbitt,  I.  A.  Marble,  and 
Wm.  P.  Hood.  The  capital  stock  was  fifteen  thousand 
dollars.  The  first  year's  business  amounted  to  twenty- 
five  thousand  dollars.  The  capital  stock  was  after- 
wards increased  to  thirty  thousand  dollars,  which, 
with  the  accumulated,  makes  a  working  capital  at 
present  of  about  fifty-five  thousand  dollars.  Last 
year's  sales  amounted  to  seventy-five  thousafid  dol- 
lars, being  limited  only  by  the  capacity  for  produc- 
tion. The  company  has  not  been  able  during  the  past 
four  years  to  fill  its  orders,  and  it^i  business  is  con- 
stantly increasing.  It  has  the  reputation  of  producing 
the  bciit  goods  in  the  market.  All  goods  numufiic- 
tured  by  the  company  are  made  from  patterns  de- 
signed and  constructed  under  its  supervision.  The 
present  ofiicera  of  the  company  are  :  President,  Wm. 
P.  Marble;  Treasurer,  E.  A.  Davis;  foreman,  Geo. 
H.  Sherman  ;  Directors,  James  Cundall,  C.  Fuller, 
J.  Woodward,  E.  P.  Hathaway,  David  B.  Hood,  J. 
L.  Shurtleff,  and  George  L.  Davis. 

"  Previous  to  the  extension  of  the  Old  Colony  Bail- 
road  by  the  way  of  Taunton,  Somerset  was  completely 
isolated  from  the  outside  world  by  rail  communica- 
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tioD,  and  all  her  productions  had  either  to  be  shipped 
by  water  or  else  carted  to  Fall  River  or  Taunton  for 
shipment  by  rail.  But  with  the  completion  of  the 
railroad  through  to  Boston,  it  now  enjoys  complete 
rail  connections. 

"In  addition  to  the  industries  already  mentioned 
18  another  which  should  not  be  ignored,  and  that  is 
the  landing  of  coal  and  other  products  for  shipment 
by  rail  to  various  points.  This  business  has  grown 
until  the  quantity  now  landed  amounts  to  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  tons  yearly,  and  gives  employment 
to  many  men.  With  all  the  industries  running  there 
is  disburjUMl  about  twenty  thousand  dollars  monthly, 
so  that  any  one  may  readily  see  that  this  place  occu- 
pies no  mean  position  with  the  outside  world,  and 
with  her  water  and  rail  accommodations  is  destined 
in  the  future  to  grow  to  be  a  very  populous  and  busy 
community." 

Military  Record. — The-  following  enlisted  from 
this  town  during  the  war  of  the  Rebellion :  George 
Allen,    Joseph    Allen,    John     Briggs,    James    O 
Bryen,  P.  Beekton,  Q.  O.  Bourne,  Daniel  Briggs 
James  Cranage,  James  W.  Chace,  E.  D.  Connors 
Eklw.  Cleveland,  John  W.  Conroy,  B.  R.  Chace,  J 
Chace,  Thomas  Conerty,  Charles  Caswell,  William 
H.  Clark,  N.  FI.  Clark,  George  F.  Chace,  M.  P 
Chace,  George  A.  Chace,  J.  B.  Carmichacl,  M.  Car- 
roll, Iksnjamin  F.  Chace,  Charles  II.  Colwell,  S.  R 
Davis,  E.  J.  Dyer,  Eugene  Dwight,  W.  Deckinton 
N.  S.  Davis,  Hiram  Eldridge,  Ira  Emery,  Warren 
Ellis,  George  A.  Edson,  F.  P.  Evans,  W.  T.*  Fields 
George  Forrester,  A.  W.  French,  Robert  Gregory,  S 
W.  Gibbs,  Jos.  Gibbs,  A.  T.  Sommers,  W.  H.  H 
Hood,  C.  Hagerty,  Frank  Hatton,  M.  B.  Henry 
Daniel  B.  Hood,  John  Hardy,  George  W.  Hathaway 
John  R.  Holton,  M.  Holton,  N.  H.  Hall,  E.  Hancock 
Oeorge  N.  Hood,  John  G.  Kendrick,  M.  Kendrick 
John  Hane,  William  Herr,  George  E.  Leonard,  J.  8 
Luther,  A.  C.  Luther,  Richard  Larry,  R.  Lahus,  J.  R 
Lampson,  James  Murphy,  J.  H.  Mantier,  M.  Marks 
Benjamin  Marble,  George  W.  Marble,  A.  H.  Marble 
E.  F.  Mosher,  Daniel  Maines,  J.  M.  Moore,  George 
O'Ncil,  James  O'Ncil,  Charles  Nightingale,  O.  W 
Phillips,  F.  A.  Percy,  W.  C.  Peirce,  S.  M.  Padleford 
B.C.  Purinton,  C.  B.  Peckham, Charles  Rice,  William 
Regan,  P.  Swift,  II.  M.  Blade,  George  Swift,  P.  Swift 
Jr.,  S.  A.  Sisson,  L.  H.  Sherman,  A.  Stefanski,  B.  D 
Simmons,  William  Scott,  John  Shaw,  John  Shay,  Jr. 
A.  Smith,  J.  A.  Scoyles,  Peleg  Swift,  J.  Sullivan,  Ira 
M.  Sherman,  O.  Simmons,  J.  Shipman,  Frederick  W 
Shaw,   P.  Sullivan,  W.  Thompson,  W.  H.  Talraon 
Charles  Tompkins,  8.  Tryan,   B.  Terry,  John  W 
Wood,   Andrew   Wilmarth,  Thomas  Wrightington 
C.  M.  Wheaton,  J.  W.  Walsh,  J.  M.  Whitman,  John 
Wilson. 
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JONATUAN  SLADB. 

Jonathan  Slade,  son  of  William  and  Phebe  (Law- 
ton)  Slade,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Somerset,  Mass., 
Sept.  23,  1815.  His  father  was  a  son  of  Jonathan 
and  Mary  (Chace)  Slade,  and  was  born  iii^  Somerset 
(then  Swansea)  in  July,  1780.  (See  biography  of 
William  L.  and  John  P.  Slade.)  He  married  Phebe 
Lawton,  and  had  seven  children,  viz.,  Abigail  L., 
Lydia  A.,  Amanda,  Jonathan,  William  L.,  David, 
and  Mary,  all  born  in  Somerset  on  the  ancestral  farm 
now  in  the  possession  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
William  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  in  connec- 
tion therewith  owned  and  operated  the  ferry  known 
as  Slade's  Ferry  until  the  bridge  was  built  in  Jan- 
uary, 1876.  This  ferry  has  been  in  the  family  since 
1680, — more  than  two  hundred  years, — and  has  been 
handed  down  from  father  to  son  during  that  long 
period. 

The  Slades  are  of  Welsh  origin,  being  descended 
from  Edward  and  William,  his  son,  Who  were  both 
born  in  Wales,  and  came  to  Rhode  Island  prior  to 
1659,  at  which  date  the  records  show  that  William 
was  admitted  a  freeman  of  the  colony.  Jonathan 
was  a  son  of  Edward,  of  the  third  generation,  the 
one  who  inherited  the  ferry  from  his  uncle,  Capt 
Jonathan  Slade,  and  was  grandfather  of  our  subject. 
He  had  seven  children,  of  whom  William  Slade  was 
one.    (See  sketch  of  William  L.  Slade.) 

Jonathan  Slade,  the  immediate  subject  of  this 
notice,  received  a  common  school  education,  and  in 
addition  thereto  spent  a  few  months  at  the  Friends' 
Academy  in  Providence,  R.  I.  He  was  reared  a 
farmer,  and  has  always  followed  that  honorable  call- 
ing. His  father  died  Sept.  7, 1852,  and  his  mother 
March  18,  1874,  aged  nearly  ninety-three  years. 
They  were  members  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  as  had 
been  their  parents  before  them. 

Mr.  Slade  owned  and  managed  the  Slade  Ferry 
after  the  death  of  his  father,  until  it  was  superseded 
by  the  erection  of  the  bridge  in  1876.  He  owns  an 
interest  in  several  mills  in  Fall  River,  and  is  one  of 
the  directors  of  the  Slade  Mills,  of  which  his  brother, 
William  L.  Slade,  is  president,  also  one  of  the  direc- 
tors of  the  Davol  Mills,  and  of  the  Metacomet  Bank 
of  Fall  River. 

In  politics  he  is  a  Republican.  He  has  been  select- 
man of  his  town,  and  has  held  various  other  local 
offices,  and  served  as  a  member  of  county  and  other 
conventions.  In  1849  and  1850  he  was  a  member  of 
the  State  Legislature,  and  served  his  constituents 
with  acceptance  and  honor. 

He  has  been  twice  mhrried, — first,  to  Caroline  B., 
daughter  of  Dr.  John  Winslow,  of  Swansea,  in  July, 
1841,  by  whom  he  has  one  son,  William  W.,  a  farmer, 
residing  in  Swansea.  She  died  Feb.  1,  1845,  aged 
thirty-three   years.     Second,  to   Emaline   Hooper, 


daughter  of  SalmoD  ftod  Bebecca  Hooper,  of  Wnl- 
pole,  N.  H.,  May  29,  1861.  Sbe  waa  born  in  WbI- 
pole,  N.  H.,  FbI..  23,  1820.  Of  Ibis  union  thera  U 
one  son,  David  P.  Blade,  born  Nov.  S,  18M.  He 
graduated  from  Brown  Uoiveraity  in  the  clnsa  of 
1880,  and  from  the  Boston  Law  Scliuol  in  June,  1883. 


WILLIAH   I..  SI.ADK. 

The  liTat  ancealor  of  the  Blade  family  in  Ameiiua 
was  Edward,  wlio  woa  bom  in  Walea,  Great  Ilrituin. 
Little  h  Icuown  of  him  except  that  he  lost  his  life  on 
B  voyage  between  this  country  and  England. 

Ho  had  a  son  William,  born  also  in  Wulea,  who  act- 
tied  flrnt  on  the  island  of  Hhode  Inland,  where  he  was 
sd[nilte<l  a  freeman  in  1660,  and  in  1680  he  reiuoveil 
to  Slade'a  Ferry,  in  Swansea,  now  Someraet.  Bristol 
Co.,  Mass.  He  WHS  a  large  land-owner  in  that  vicinity, 
and  portions  of  his  original  esUte  are  now  owned  by 
bis  descenduuta,  Jonathan  and  William  L.  Slade. 
'William  Slade,  the  ancestor,  was  the  Brat  white  man 
to  own  and  keep  the  ferry  known  as  Slade'b  Perry, 
ivhich  tradition  says  bad  been  provioQsly  run  by  the 
Indians.  He  married  Sarah,  daughter  ol  Rev.  Oba- 
dish  Holmea,  of  Reboboth,  and  had  ten  children, 
three  suns  and  seven  daughUra.  WilHani  Stnde  died 
in  1720 ;  his  wife  Sarah  died  several  year^  later,  and 
at  the  time  of  her  death  had  Gve  hundred  and  thirty- 
five  desuendants. 

The  sons  of  William  and  Sarah  (Holmes)  Slade 
were  Jonathan,  Edward,  and  William.  The  descent 
of  William  L.  Slade  is  through  Edioard,  the  second 
flon  of  William  ;  then  Samurl,  son  of  Edward  ;  then 
Jiina^n,  son  of  Samuel  1  then  II^//iuM,  son  of  Jona- 
than ;  then  Wiltiam  L. 

Kdward,  the  ancestor  of  our  aubject  in  the  third 
generation,  waa  a  member  of  the  Society  of  Friends ; 
he  wan  twice  married,  but  his  tlrat  wifu  was  the  mother 
of  all  Ills  children,  and  she  was  a  Chacc. 

Samuel  Slade  was  a  native  of  Somerset.  Ho  mar- 
ried Mercy  Bulfum,  of  Sulem,  Mass.,  and  had  nine 
suns,  of  whom  the  eldest  was  Jonathan,  born  about 
1748.  Samuel  received  the  ferry  and  homestead  by 
bequest  of  his  uncle,  Oapt.  Jonathan  Slade,  who  died 
without  issue,  and  besides  conducting  the  ferry  uar- 
jied  on  farming  and  blachamitliing. 

Jonathan  Slade  married  Mary  Chase,  and  had  nine 
children',  whoso  namea  are  as  follows :  Jonathan,  Wil- 
liam, Nathan,  Mercy,  Mary,  Patience,  l.ydia,  Annie, 
and  Phebe.  He  died  in  1811,  aged  sixty-eight.  His 
wife  Mary  died. 

William,  son  of  Jonathan  Slade,  was  born  in  July, 
1780;  he  married  Pliebe,  daughter  of  William  r.,aw- 
ton,  and  had  sovcn  children,  "vix.:  Abigail  L.,  l.ydia 
A.,  Aujandu,  Jonathan,  William,  David,  and  Mary, 
all  born  in  Somerset. 

William  Blade  was  one  of  the  original  proprietors 
of  the  PocoBiielt  Manufacturing  Company  of  Pall 


River,  and  also  of  the  Watuppu  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany. Ue  was  a  highly -eiil«emcd  and  influential 
man,  and  held  several  offices  of  trust  in  hia  town.  In 
1826  he  began  to  run  a  horve-boat  on  the  ferry,  and 
in  184ti  put  on  a  steamboat. 

William  Lawton  Slade,  the  immediate  aubject  of 
this  notice,  was  born  Sept.  6,  1817,  on  (be  farm  in 
Someraet.  Here  he  was  brought  up,  working  as  ■ 
farmer  and  ferryman,  and  received  hi*  education  at 
the  Prienda'  school  in  Providence,  In  1871  be  pur- 
chased the  ferry  properly  on  the  East  Side,  which  he 
elill  owns.  He  is  the  owner  of  several  fine  farms, 
and  has  followed  mainly  the  pursuit  of  un  ugricultii- 

In  18A0  ho  WHS  elected  a  director  in  the  Full  Itivcr 
National  Bank.  He  is  the  originator  of  the  Slade 
Mills,  of  which  company  he  is  president;  nlso  a  di- 
rector in  theStaflbrd  Mills,  and  president  and  director 
in  the  Houtaup  Mills,  besides  owning  stock  ia  vorioua 
other  manufucturiug  interests. 

In  his  political  principles  be  is  a  Republican,  and 
although  not  an  othce-seeker  he  has  several  times 
been  elected  to  discharge  important  public  duties. 
For  many  years  he  has  served  his  towu  as  selectman ; 
was  a  repreaeutative  to  tlie  Legislature  in  1S5'J,  a 
member  of  the  Senate  in  1S63,  and  again  elected  to 
the  House  in  1874.  While  in  the  House  the  first 
term  lie  servi^d  on  the  Committee  on  Agriculture ;  hIso 
served  on  the  same  committee  in  tlie  Senate,  and  in 
the  House  the  second  time  he  aerved  on  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Charitiible  Institutions,  and  was  one  of 
the  committee  of  arrangenieiita  for  the  burial  of  Hon. 
Charles  Sumner.  In  the  aeUlemont  of  ailutcs  Mr. 
Slade  has  bad  considerable  experience,  and  be  is  at 
present  a  commissioner  for  dividing  estates. 

He  married  Mary  Sherman,  daughter  of  Asit  and 
Elizabeth  (Mitchell)  Sherman,  Oct.  5, 1842.  She  wai 
born  in  Portsmouth,  U.  1.,  Sept.  Iti,  1815.  They  have 
had  Ave  cliihlren,  viK.;  Caroline  E.,  married  Hcio- 
kiah  A.  Brayton,  and  lives  in  Fall  Itiver;  Abigail  L. 
(deceased),  married  Janiee  T.  Milne,  of  Pull  River; 
Mary  (deceiued),  married  Velona  W.  Haughwout, 
itnd  left  three  children  i  Sarah,  died  at  two  yc:irs  of 
uge,  and  Anna,  in  Infancy. 


DANIEL  WILltUlt. 


Daniel  Wilbur  is  a  lineid  descendant  in  the  sevcntJi 
generation  from  Samuel  Wildbore,  of  llnetun,  ilic 
Dame  hoiug  dLtfcrently  spelled  us  Wildbore,  Wilborc, 
Wilbour,  Wilhor,  Wilber,  Wilbar,  and  Wilbur,  the 
latter  beiug  now  the  most  common  ortliography. 
The  original  American  ancestor  ia  believed  to  have 
Hcttictl  ill  lloston  in  UVA'S,  us  the  records  of  tliu  Fint 
Church  contain  the  Ibllowiiig  entry:  "Samuel  Willi- 
bore,  with  Ids  wife  Ann,  wits  admitted  to  this  church 
Dee,  I,  1C33." 

The  line  of  descent  to  Daniel  Wilbur,  whoM  iubw 


y/:^  .-v^^'^^  <;^<^c^ 


t^.x..£^  4 


J^-^-^^^/^d^^^/^ 


atonda  at  the  head  of  this  sketch,  is  na  follows: 
Smmuel',  WJIli«m*,  Daniel',  Daniel',  Daniel^  Daniel", 
Daiiier. 

William  WilboT  (aapposed  tliird),  eon  of  Samud, 
of  Boston,  settled  in  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  on  landi  of 
his  father.  It  in  uncert«in  whom  he  married,  but  n( 
hla  nine  children,  Daniel,  born  in  Portamouth,  R.  I., 
in  1666,  waa  the  first  settler  of  the  name  in  Somcr- 
«et,  on  Innds  purchased  by  hia  fatlier  in  1680.  11? 
vas  then  fourteen  years  of  a|;e,  and  inherited  the 
property  upon  hia  father's  deatli  in  1710.  His  wife's 
name  waa  Mary  Barney.  They  had  seTeral  chitdron, 
amonfc  whom  was  Daniel',  born  March  31,  1697.  He 
WAS  n  prominent  tnnn,  and  held  various  town  officri;. 
He  married  Ann  Mason,  and  had  two  children, — 
Daniel  and  Elizabeth.  His  death  occurred  in  June, 
1759.  Daniel'  waa  born  in  Ftomeraet,  April  26,  174!^. 
He  married  Mary  Barnaby,  of  Freetown,  and  hud 
children,  vie.:  Daniel,  James,  .-Vmbrose,  Elizabeth, 
Darnaby,  Mary,  William,  Hanan,  and  Anna.  All 
except  Ambroae  and  Anus,  who  died  in  infancy, 
lived  to  be  aged.  Daniel'  died  March  2,  1S2I.  His 
wife  died  Dec.  21,1826,  aged  eighty-four.  Danid' 
waa  born  Jan.  2S,  1773,  and  died  Feb.  24,  1844.  He 
married  Sarah,  daughter  of  Zephaniab  Sherman,  of 
Somerset.  She  was  born  January,  1779,  and  died 
Feb.  II,  1860.  They  had  children  as  followa:  Atn- 
broac  B.,  Eliaibcth  (Mrs.  Oliver  Mason,  of  Bristol, 
R.  I.),  Daniel,  Jr.  (died  at  eight  yeara  of  age),  Mary 
B.  (residing  with  her  brother  Daniel),  Daniel^  and 
Sarah  (deceased),  all  born  in  Somerset,  Mans. 

Daniel  Wilbur,  son  of  Daniel  and  Sarah  (Sherman) 
Wilbur,  was  born  Nov.  14,  1818.  His  advantages  fr.r 
an  early  education  were  such  as  the  common  schools 
of  his  neighborhood  afforded.  He  was  reared  a  farmer, 
and  remained  with  his  parents  till  their  death.  Upnii 
the  decefl!>e  of  his  father  in  1844  he  came  into  pDs- 
aesaion  of  the  ancestral  home,  which  had  been  in  the 
family  since  1680.  As  a  farmer  he  ranks  among  the 
best  of  his  town. 

He  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  though  liberal  or 
independent.  In  1843  he  waa  a  member  of  the  Stnlo 
Legislature,  and  wiia  returned  to  the  same  body  in 
1879,andscrvcdon  the  House  Committee  on  Prisons. 
While  in  the  Scunia,  in  18C4,  he  served  on  Uie  Com- 
mittee on  Engrossed  Bills,  and  as  chairman  of  (he 
Committee  on  Capital  Punishment.  In  local  afiain 
he  haK  had  much  experience,  having  been  selectmnn, 
delrgnlc  tiic'innly  »>nvriitionK,  and  chairman  of  totrn- 
niccLiii!^  and  public  gatherings. 

Mr.  Wilbur  ha*  been  twice  married.  First  he  mar- 
ried Nancy  O.,  diuighterof  John  and  Rachel  (Horton) 
Sladov  Feb.  3,  184r>.  They  had  four  children,  vi/., 
Dnuiel  (residing  in  Somcnet),  Angelina  (deceaseil), 
William  It.  (a  resilient  nf  Wisconsin),  Roswcll  K. 
(deceased).  The  last  named  died  in  1876,  while  a 
student  at  college.  We  apfiend  the  following  beauti- 
ful tribute  to  his  memory  by  a  committee  of  the  Alphn 
Delta  Phi  Society,  of  which  he  was  a  member : 


IN  HKMOKIAH. 

■  with  BrTow  da  w<  neord  Ui*  fciilli  of  oar  bnilbtr,  Baaxll  B.  Wll- 
bar,  who  dtad  Hi  hu  homa  la  Bamwnt,  Utm,  on  Ih*  KKh  of  BipteBbar, 

■  H*  anlarad  tBtitfi  In  tba  CUw  of  inS,  and  oobMdsmI  ■■  a  ntntw 
DBUIIliabatlaBfn(of  hliSanlar  Tar.wlianiha  diMMa  which  flnall; 
UtnlaaUd  hk  Ufa  oompallad  him  lo  rallnqaldi  tha  atndlai  he  had  ao 
atdanll;  panaad.  In  lite  Mllfga  ewma  ha  dlaUnfaNhad  blmaalf  br 
the  braadlh  and  mcmntr  nf  hli  aobolinhlp.    Ha  had  aslaar,  wall^Hl- 


lall.dai 


oDlact  wlib  blm. 


1  ipiBli  of  Ihaai  mcM  of  cfaar- 
antlra  nlltca  nota..  Pun. 
la  frtaadi  of  ill  who  eama  la 


•■Wa,tIiaminibMa  of  IhldoctrtT,  who  bar*  boon  called  lonoam  lb* 
loai  of  hli  Ehariihad  clunnalei,  UbcdIb  and  lOnna,  daaply  fkal  onr 

"  Ta  hli  rkin11)r.  bowed  down  wllh  (riel^  we  bear  oar  wameat  ijrmpa- 
Ihlee.  HaTHawhnbrfcbtaBadToarbonwaoDaDTTeaiiwtlbeo  kind 
■  brother  and  dnUfnl  a  bod,  graat  70B  ooneolalloB  la  r*™'  hoar  of 
trial. 

"Chblb*  T.  CiunB, 
"BiH.  W.  BnsLi, 
"Oaiiui  T.  Amim, 

■  ChnHMat/r  tta  aapbr." 

Mrs.  Wilbur  was  bom  in  September,  1822,  and  died 
March  22,  1660. 

Mr.  Wilbur  married  his  second  wife,  Sarah  E., 
daughter  of  John  Mason,  of  Swansea,  Oct  81, 1861. 
She  waa  born  in  Warren,  R.  I.,  in  1888.  They  have 
two  children,  Henry  E.,  of  Providence,  R.  I.,  and 
Sarah  S.,  living  at  home. 


AVBRT  PARKBR  SLADB. 
Avery  Parker  Slade  is  ■  lineal  descendant  IVom 
Ekiward  Slade,  the  emigrant,  and  from  William  Slade, 
the  first  of  the  name  in  Somerset  in  1680.  [See  bi(%- 
raphy  of  William  L.  Slade,  of  Somerset.]  His  great- 
grandfather was  Edward  Blade,  who  bad  aeon  Baker, 
who  was  a  farmer  in  Somerset.  Baker  married  Han- 
nah Pierce,  and  had  nine  children,  one  of  whom  waa 
Edward,  born  in  Somerset,  Jan.  8, 1787,  married  Mary 
A.,  daughter  of  Gapt.  Benjamin  A.  Davis,  of  Som- 
erset, Mass.  They  had  four  children, — (1)  Mary  A. 
(Mrs.  Edward  Edmonds) ;  (2)  Avery  P. ;  (8)  Eliia  D. 
(deceased),  wife  of  Rev.  Micah  J.Talbot;  (4)  George 
D.,  died  unmarried,  January,  1863.  Edward  Slade 
waa  a  ship-builder  for  more  than  forty  yeara  of  his 
earlier  life,  but  subsequently  was  a  farmer.  Politi- 
cally he  was  a  Democrat  of  the  old  school,  till  the 
Republican  parly  was  formed,  in  1866,  when  he  be- 
ciimc  one  of  its  slnncli  defenders.  He  held  various 
offices  of  trust  in  his  native  town  during  the  war  of 
1812  to  18]r>,  and  subsequently  till  the  close  of  life. 
He  represented  Somerset  in  the  General  Court  from 
1SI9  to  1830,  a  period  of  eleven  years,  during  which 
lime  he  served  on  important  committees.  Both  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Slade  were  active  members  of  the  Methodist 
Church.  She  died  in  September,  1868,  and  he  died 
February  14, 1878. 


HISTUBY   OF  BRISTOL  COUNTY,  MASSACHUSBTTS. 


■  Avery  Parker  Slade,  named  Tor  Hon.  John  Arer* 
Parker,  of  New  Bedford,  was  born  in  Bomeiset,  Maw.. 
June  13,  ISie.  Ue  received  a  cummon-achool  and  aca- 
demic education.  Ha  began  leacliing  at  the  ago  of  iix- 
teen  at  Bristol,  R.  I.,  and  liia  fint  acliool  numbered  more 
Ihan  seventy  pupila.  lie  continued  teaching  until  lie 
Was  married.  He  was  tauglit  tlie  trade  of  liia  fiitlier, 
that  or  ship-building,  nud  followed  the  same  till  lie 
■  was  some  twenty-three  years  of  age.  He  married, 
April  4,  1814,  Rebecca  W.,  daughter  of  Oaasinu  and 
Clarissa  (Walker)  Sliaw,  and  lias  had  four  children,— 
(1)  Edward  (deceased);  (2)  Edward  second  (de- 
ceased) ;  (3)  Nathan  D,,  engaged  in  the  matmracture 
of  iron  ;  (4)  Cassinu  D.,  a  book-keeper  in  the  First 
National  Iktilc,  rail  Itivor, 

April  5,  1844,  Mr.  Blade  settled  on  bis  present  farm, 
nhtch  bas  since  beep  bis  home.  It  contains  about 
fifty  acres,  which  are  in  a  fine  state  of  cultivation.  He 
bas  excellent  tiuildings,  erected  by  himself.  Ha  is 
quite  extensively  engaged  in  the  growing  of  small 
fruits,  and  has  been  uniformly  successful.  He  ia  one 
of  the  best  and  most  progressive  farmera  in  Somerset. 
In  politics  he  is  a  Republican.  In  1S47  he,  with 
Joseph  Marble  and  Henry  B,  I'ttrcels,  held  the  flrat 
anti-slavery  caucus  in  Somerset,  and  they  nominated 
as  tlieir  representative  to  the  Oeneral  Court  Jonathan 
Blade,  Esq.,  who  was  at  home  sick  and  unable  to  at- 
tend. Mr.  Slade  has  been  justice  of  the  peace  for 
many  years,  and  has  held  various  other  town  officea. 
In  1866  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Stat«  Board 
of  Agriculture,  and  has  contiuued  to  serve  acceptably 
till  the  present  time,  except  one  term,  when  Judge 
Bennett,  of  Taunton,  took  his  place.  He  conducts 
"  Farmers'  Institutes,"  and  lectures  in  all  theudjoiu- 
jng  counties  on  farming,  and  is  often  called  to  distant 
counties.  His  views  on  farming  and  horticulture  are 
considered  authority,  and  his  services  are  always  in 
demand  for  institute  work.  He  is  metliodical  in  his 
work,  and  itims  to  carry  out  bia  theories.  He  is  con- 
servative in  his  views  on  all  the  questions  of  the  day, 
and  is  respected  both  at  liome  and  abroad. 

During  the  great  civil  war  ho  was  enrolling  officer 
for  Somerset,  and  though  exempt  from  military  duty, 
yet  be  put  into  the  field  a  substitute  and  paid  for  the 
aame'bimself. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Blade  are  Unitarians  in  religious  be- 
lief, chough  not  members  of  any  society.  Mr.  Blade 
posHcssetj  sound  judgment  and  keen  foresight.  He  is 
very  cautious,  and  thinks  twice  berore  he  acts.  He 
seems  to  enjoy  life  well,  and  is  surrounded  with  the 
comforts  of  a  pleaaant,  happy  home. 


OAPT.    HATIIAN    DAVIS  {26). 

Capt.  Nathan  Davis  (2d)  was  boru  in  Freetown, 
Mass.,  Jan..  17,  1803.  He  is  a  lineal  descendant  in 
the  flflb  generation  from  William  Davis,  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  Freetown,  Mass.  At  what  date  this 
William  Davis  settled  iu  Freetown,  or  when  he  came 


to  America,  is  not  known  b>  the  writer  of  this  abelch, 
but  from  data  contributed  to  the  "Historical  and 
Genealogical  ttegister  "  by  Gen.  Ebenezer  W.Peirce, 
□r  Freetown,  we  learn  that  William  Oavia  (l«t)  was 
n  grand  Juryman  iu  1C07  i  that  he  married,  March  1, 
IliSli,  Mnry,  daughter  of  William  and  Ann  (Jobnoon) 
Makepeace,. of  Freetown,  Mass.  Ann  Johnaou  was 
the  granddaughter  of  Thomas  Mnkeifoauc,  of  ItosUin. 

William  Davis  bad  twelve  children,  the  fourth  of 
(vhom  was  Jonathan',  who  married  Sarah  Terry,  and 
had  five  cliildren,  the  second  of  whom  wiu*  jLiiiathan*, 
born  May  26,  173G;  was  Iwicu  married,  first  to  Mar- 
garet Baggs,  of  Freetown,  March  20, 1757 ;  second,  to 
Sarah  Treadwcll,  of  Freeiowu,  Jan.  IG,  1772.  He 
diiMl  Jau.  1,  18(18.  Ho  had  hy  his  llnl  wife,  Margaret 
Baggs,  a,  daughter,  Mui^arel,  who  died  yuuug,  and  a 
aon,  Jonatlian',  born  Jan.  7,  1770. 

Jonathan*  married  Chloe  Simmons,  daughter  of 
Zephaniahand  Abigail  (Parker)  Simmons.  8he  was 
born  Juno  29,  1779,  died. 

Their  children  were  Jonathan',  Nancy',  Abbj', 
Zephaniah  S.',  Elipbatel*,  Nathan',  l^uisa*,  Cbloe*, 
Bradley',  Sarah'.  Harret',  Kuasel',  Sarali'  ("id).  Sybil 
P,',  and  Phebe  A.'     Jonathan'  died. 

Nathan'  Davis,  whose  portrait  accompanies  ihia 
aketcb,  has  spent  the  larger  portion  of  his  life  on  the 
water.  His  father  was  engaged  in  tlic  coasting  buai- 
nesa,  and  young  Nathan  was  early  made  acquainted 
with  that  business.  At  the  early  age  of  ten  yam  he 
commenced  going  on  the  Taunton  River,  and  afler  a 
service  of  seven  years,  in  which  he  had  become  so 
familiar  with  the  coasting  fansioeas  that  ho  becaroa 
master  of  the  sloop  "  Mary"  at  seventeen  years  of  age, 
lie  commanded  her  some  five  or  six  years.  Soon  alter 
he  built  thesloop  "  Ranger,"  in  company  with  Oapt 
Joseph  Simmons,  and  ran  her  between  Fall  River 
and  Taunton.  After  a  few  years  be  built  another 
eloop,  wliich  he  named  "Temperance."  A  little  in- 
cident in  connection  with  the  dedication  of  tliis  sloop 
is  worthy  of  a  place  here,  as  it  ri'ars  to  his  memory 
n  monument  more  worthy  and  more  enduring  than 
granite  or  marble.  It  was  customary  in  those  days 
when  u  sloop,  bark,  or  veuael  uf  any  kind  was  being 
dedicated  to  the  purpose  for  which  abe  was  built  to 
break  a  bottle  of  rum  over  her  bow,  but  Capt.  Duvis 
departed  from  this  time-honored  cusUmi  and  ventured 
the  experiment  of  breaking  a  bottle  of  pure  water 
over  the  bow  of  his  sloop.  He  would  have  the  entire 
service  in  harmony  with  the  name  she  bore.  This 
was  prohiihly  the  first  sloop  or  vetwel  of  any  kind 
built  iu  this  country  and  dedicated  to  commerce  iu 
the  name  of  temperance.  Capt.  Davis  waa  one  of 
the  pioneer  temperance  meu  of  this  section,  and  bos 
ever  been  a  consistent  advocate  of  that  cause.  It  ia 
a  remarkable  fact  well  worthy  of  mention  that  CapL 
Davis  and  Ills  five  aons  have  each  commanded  the 
aloop  "Temperance,"  and  ohe  has  proven  to  be  one 
of  the  most  profitable  sloops  that  ever  sailed. 

Capt.  Dayjs  cunlinued  lo  follow  the  coa&liiig  buu- 
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11688  till  1878,  when  he  retired.  From  1845  to  1866 
lie  was  engaged  in  the  grocery  business  in  Somerset, 
Mass.  He  became  a  member  of  the  First  Baptist 
Church  in  Somerset  in  the  prime  of  life,  and  in  1838 
he  was  ordained  deacon,  which  position  he  continues 
still  to  hold.  He  has  also  been  trustee  of  the  same 
for  a  great  many  years.  Politically,  he  is  a  Repub- 
lican. 

He  married  Clarissa,  daughter  of  John  Bowen,  of 
Fall  River,  Jan.  1,1826.  Their  children  are:  (1) 
Sarah  A.,  wife  of  William  P.  Hood,  of  Somerset;  (2) 
Nathan  S.,  postmaster  in  Somerset  since  1860;  (3) 
William  B.,  died  young;  (4)  Elijah  G.,  a  citizen  of 
Fall  River,  and  captain  of  a  steamer  on  the  Old  Col- 
ony Line;  (5)  Mary  £.,  wife  of  John  A.  Chase,  of 
Fairhavcn  ;  (6)  Amos  N.,  lost  at  sea,  March  20,  1867 ; 
(7)  Joseph  F.,  died  young ;  (8)  Joseph  F.',  master  of 
vessels,  and  one  of  Somerset's  most  respected  citizens ; 
(9)  Ellen  M.,  died  young;  (10)  William  H.  H.,  died 
young;  (11)  Jonathan  B.,  died  young;  (12)  Clarissa E., 
wife  of  James  F.  Gardiner,  of  Somerset ;  (13)  Corne- 
lius A.,  master  of  schooner  "  William  P.  Hood,"  and 
a  highly-esteemed  citizen  of  Somerset;  and  (14)  Ke- 
zinh  M.,  wife  of  Edward  Moslier,  of  Fall  River. 
Mrs.  Davis  was  born  in  1811.  In  cases  of  need  she 
was  alwnys  ready  to  assist,  and  having  reared  a  large 
family  herself  she  was  peculiarly  well  qualified  to  care 
for  the  sick.  She  was  one  of  the  strongest  temperance 
persons  in  the  town,  and  much  credit  i^  due  her  for 
the  position  the  town  took  on  that  question  during 
her  lifetime.  She  died  March  27,  1871,  in  the  sixty- 
first  year  of  her  .age.  She  was  a  faithful  wife  and 
devoted  mother,  and  the  impress  of  her  Christian 
character  may  be  seen  to-day,  not  only  on  her  own 
children,  but  upon  all  those  with  whom  she  came  in 
contact. 

JOB  M.   LEONARD. 

Job  M.  Leonard  was  born  in  Raynham,  Bristol, 
County,  Mass.,  Sept.  1, 1824,  and  is  a  direct  descend- 
ant of  one  of  the  Leonard  families  from  Wales,  who 
settled  in  Raynham  in  1662. 

He  was  educated  at  the  common  schools,  and  worked 
on  a  farm  until  about  sixteen  years  of  age;  then  he 
entered  a  hardware-store  in  Taunton  as  clerk  and  re- 
mained until  1844,  when  he  commenced  business  on 
his  own  account.  In  1849  he  established  an  office  in 
Boston,  which  has  continued  to  the  present  time. 

In  1850,  Mr.  Leonard  organized  the  East  Bridge- 
water  Iron  Company  and  continued  with  them  about 
five  ye^rs,  when  he  disposed  of  his  interest  in  that 
establishment  and  organized,  in  1866,  the  Mount 
Hope  Iron- Works  at  Somerset.  He  planned  and  built 
the  two  iron-works  in  that  town  for  the  manufacture 
of  nails  and  plate  iron.  The  old  works  were  sold  to 
the  Parker  Mills  in  1868,  and  subsequently  passed 
into  the  hands  of  the  Old  Colony  Iron  Company. 
The  present  works  of  the  Mount  Hope  Company  Mr. 
Leonard  erected  in  1872,  and  employs  from  two  hun- 


dred to  two  hundred  and  fifty  men.  Upon  the  organ- 
ization of  the  company  Albert  Field  was  elected 
president,  and  remained  as  such  until  his  death.  Mr. 
Leonard  has  been  treasurer  of  the  company  since  its 
organization.  His  son,  Mr.  Henry  B.  Leonard,  is 
now  the  agent  and  general  manager  of  the  new  Mount 
Hope  works. 

Mr.  Leonard'  was  married  in  1848  to  Caroline, 
daughter  of  the  late  Albert  Field. 

The  iron  business  seems  to  have  been  an  heirloom 
in  the  Leonard  family.  From  1662,  when  the  first 
iron-works  on  this  continent  were  established  in  Rayn- 
ham by  James  and  Henry  Leonard  and  Ralph  Rus- 
sell, to  the  present  time  descendants  of  the  Leonards 
have  been  prominent  and  successful  iron  men  both  in 
this  and  other  States.  Not  only  were  Mr.  Leonard's 
father.  Job  Leonard,  and  his  grandfather,  Samuel, 
iron  manufacturers,  but  his  great-grandfather,  Russell 
Leonard,  was  also  engaged  in  the  same  industry,  em- 
bracing, with  Mr.  Leonard  and  his  son  Henry  B.,  five 
generations  in  direct  descent  who  have  been  engaged 
in  the  iron  industry. 

James  and  Henry  Leonard  and  Ralph  Russell  es- 
tablished'  the  first  iron-works  on  this  continent  in 
1662,  in  the  town  of  Raynham,  on  Two-Mile  River, 
so  called,  where  they  secured  the  privilege  of  cutting 
wood  to  make  charcoal,  and  to  dig  and  mine  ore  at 
Two-Mile  Meadows  or  any  other  common  property  of 
the  town.  This  business  continued  in  the  possession 
of  the  Leonards  and  their  descendants  for  over  one 
hundred  years.  They  were  enlarged  from  time  to 
time,  and  subsequently  converted  into  a  forge  for 
making  anchors.  Henry  and  James  Leonard,  at- 
tracted by  more  abundant  ores  in  New  Jersey,  re- 
moved there  and  establbhed  the  first  iron-works  in 
that  province. 

Mr.  Leonard  has  been  four  times  elected  to  the 
State  Legislature,  and  has  held  various  minor  posi- 
tions of  trust  in  the  State,  always  discharging  his 
duties  with  credit  to  himself  and  to  the  entire  satis- 
faction of  his  constituents,  and  is  justly  regarded  as 
oqe  of  the  leading  men  of  Southeastern  Massachusetts. 


DARIUS  BUPPINTON. 

Darius  Bufiinton  was  born  in  Swansea,  Mass.,  May 
29, 1829.  His  father  was  Moses  Buffinton,  who  was 
born  Jan.  26,  1799,  on  the  island  of  Prudence,  R.  I., 
and  was  a  son  of  Moses  Buffinton,  bom  1768,  who 
married  Sarah  Chace,  and  whose  parents  were  Moses 
Buffinton  and  his  wife,  Isabel,  daughter  of  Daniel 
and  Sarah  Baker. 

Moses  Buffinton,  the  third  of  the  name,  was  a 
farmer,  and  lived  first  in  Prudence,  R.  I,  and  after- 
wards in  Swansea,  Mass.  He  was  a  birthright  mem- 
ber of  the  society  of  Friends,  and  married  Ruth 
Borden,  who  was  born  in  Swansea,  Jan.  26,  1796. 
They  had  five  children — Abner  (died  young),  Darius^ 
Abner  (deceased),  Lois  (Mrs.  John  P.  Slade),  and 


8iuBii  B.  (deceased).  Mr.  Buflinton  died  Nov,  2, 
1869.  UU  wife  survived  bim,  dying  Feb.  9,  1873. 
'  DariuB  was  educated  at  common  acbools,  and  had 
m  abort  tuition  at  the  Frieiidt'  acliool  at  Providence, 
B.  I.  He  became  a  farmer  aud  resided  witli  hia 
father  on  the  homestead,  in  Swansea,  consisting  of 
about  seventy  acres,  and  remained  tliere  until  his 
father's  death.  In  1S70  he  built  his  present  neat  and 
Bltraclivo  resideuce  on  the  jilace  of  sovont«en  ncree, 
which  he  purchased  in  Somerset,  and  removed  thitlter 
the  same  year.  He  married,  Jan.  16,  1861,  Julia  A., 
daughter  of  Fredericlc  and  Sarah  (Pierce)  Whitwell, 
who  v^as  born  in  Fall  River,  Maaa.,  March  26, 1843. 
Their  cl.ildren  were  Julia  E.  (died  an  infant),  Wil- 
liam 8.  (died  young),  and  Henry  W.,  an  active  and 
promising  lad,  dniwned  in  hiB  tweirtli  year  while 
bathing. 

Mr.  Bnfflnton  has  combined  the  avocation  of  market- 
gardener  with  that  of  farmer,  and  has  sufficient  pro[j- 
erty  to  enuhle  him  to  gratify  the  correct  taste  so 
nicely  shown  in  everytliing  connected  with  his  home. 
He  is  a  stockholder  in  Full  River  National  and  Union 
Banks  of  Fall  River,  and  also  in  the  Shove  Mills. 
He  is  a  Republican,  and  ttoth  he  and  hid  wife  are 
members  of  the  Friends'  Society.  He  stands  well  in 
the  esteem  of  the  community  and  is  a  valaable  citiEcn. 


CHAPTER     LIII. 
,     SWANSBA.' 

□iciiUr;  HUIury^Kirl;  lalublUuU— Dlvidonar  Laaila— Klu*  Plil 
Ip'i  W-r— Origlnil  Gr>nI~Cipt.  Tbonmt  WlUluiia'  '■PrupuHli"- 
tdnilalun  uf  Ii.h(L.IUnU-rini  Utpulr  Klulinl— Jehu  Alliu— Ton 
DIScgnudBTU— IJil 


SWANiJEA  lies  in  the  southwestern  part  of  tlie 
county,  and  is  bounded  as  follows:  Ou  tiie  uortli  by 
Seekonk,  Reboboth,  and  DigbCon;  on  the  ea-it  hy 
Dighton  and  Somerset;  on  the  south  by  Somerset 
and  Mount  Hope  Bay. 

A  portion  of  tliis  town  was  originally  comprehended 
within  tiie  limits  pf  ancient  Rehobotb.  It  forms  u 
part  of  the  tract  called  by  the  Indians  "  Wiinna- 
moiaett,"  situated  in  this  town  and  Barrington,  R.  I. 
This  town  WHS  incorporated  in  1(J^7,  and  then  in- 
cluded within  its  limits  the  present  towns,  Somenict, 
Barrington,  and  the  greater  part  of  Warren,  H.  I. 
The  town  derived  its  name  from  "Swun  sea,"  in 
Wales,  and  was  so  spelled  in  the  earliest  records.  In 
1649,Obidiah  Holmes  and  several  others,  having  em- 
braced the  Baptist  sentiments,  witliilrew  front  Mr. 
Newman's  cliurcb,  and  set  up  a  separate  meeting  of 


their  own.    The  attempt  to  break  them  up,  and  tho 
persecutions  they  met  with,  only  iiicre«sed    their 
□umbers.     In  1663  they  were  much  strengthened  by 
the  arrival  of  Rev.  John  Mytea  and  his  church.     Id 
the  same  year  Mr.  Mytea  formed  a  Baptist  Oliurch  in 
Reboboth  (the  fourth  in  America).   It  was  organised 
in  the  house  of  John  Butter  worth,  and  commenced 
with  seven  members.  These  and  subaequent  proceed- 
ings were  considered  such  an  evil  by  the  rest  of  tba  fl 
inhubitauls  tlint  an  apjieal  was  made  to  the  Plymouth  U 
Court  to  interfere,  l^h  member  of  Ibis  new  cburck  fl 
was  fined  Ave  pounds,  and   prohibited   from   worelup   I 
for  a  month.   Tbey  were  also  advised  to  remove  I'rooi  M 
Reboboth  to  some  place  where  they  would  not  prejo-  ^ 
dice  any  existing  church.     Tbey  accordingly  moved 
to  Wannanioisctt. 

Capt.  Thomas  Willctt,  a  magistrate,  and  a  man  of 
great  ability  and  enterprise,  having  large  posseesiona 
at  Narrugansett,  near  by,  came  and  settled  here.  _ 
Hugh  Cole  and  some  othe»  followed.  Capt.  WilleU' J 
became  subsequently  Ibo  first  Fnglisli  mayor  of  New 
York.  He  and  Mr.  Myk-s  may  be  justly  styled  the 
fathers  of  tho  town. 

In  1670  it  wa^  onlercd  that  the  lands  should  be 
pro]iortioned  according  to  three  ranks,  t'eraons  of 
the  lirat  rank  were  to  receive  three  acres;  of  the 
second,  two  acres ;  of  the  third,  one  acre.  In  admit- 
ting iulinbitants,  tiie  selectmen  wore  to  decide  to 
which  rank  they  should  be  apportioned.  This  sin- 
gular division  existed  nowhere  else  in  New  England. 

This  town  is  memorable  as  the  place  wliore  the 
finit  English  blood  wm  shed  iit|"King  Philip's 
War."*  On  Sunday,  June  20,  167S,  King  Philip 
permitted  his  men  ti>  march  into  Swansea  and  annoy 
the  English  by  killing  their  cattle,  in  hopes  to  pro- 
voke tbciii  to  commence  the  attack,  for  it  is  said  that 
a  aupentition  prevailed  among  them  tliat  the  aide 
who  sbcd  the  first  blood  should  finally  be  conquered.  ' 
The  Indians  were  so  insolent  that  an  Englishman 
finally  tired  upon  one  of  them,  and  wounded  bim. 
The  Indians  upon  ibis  commenced  ojieu  war.  As 
soon  as  the  intelligence  of  this  muasacre  roached 
ItoHton,  a  company  of  foot  under  CupU  lluiicbman, 
and  a  troop  under  Capt  Prentice,  immcdiaUilr 
marched  for  Mount  Hope,  and  Iwiii);  joined  by 
another  company  of  one  hundred  and  tvu  vuluuleerv 
under  Cupt.  Moseley,  tbey  nil  arrived  at  Swansea 
June  28th,  where  tbey  joined  the  Plymouth  forces, 
under  Capt.  Cudworth.  Mr.  Miles'  house,  being  gar- 
risunud,  was  mude  tlieir  headquarteis.  About  a  dozen 
of  the  troop  went  immediately  over  ibo  bridge,  where 
Ihcy  were  fired  upon  out  of  the  biifbes,  and  one  killed 
and  one  wounded.  Tbc  English  forces  then  pursued 
the  enemy  a  mile  or  two,  when  the  Indians  took  to 
the  swamp,  after  having  lost  about  a  balf-doKcn  of 
their  number.  The  troop  commenced  their  pursuit 
of   the   Indians  next  morning.    Tboy  passed  over 


Uiln'  Bridge  and  proceeded  down  the  river  till  thej 
CBino  to  the  narrow  of  the  neck,  nt  n  plncc  called 
Keekamuit,  or  KickHmiiit.  Here  llicy  found  the 
hcndo  of  eiglit  Knglishnicn,  that  the  Indinris  had 
niurdcred,  ntiick  on  poles;  thene  tlief  hiiricd.  On 
their  arrivnl  at  Mniiiit  Hope,  tliey  found  that  place 
■dwelled. 

Docnmentary  History.— A  true  copy  of  the  gmnt 
of  this  township  of  New  Swansea,  lying  on  record  at 
the  court  of  New  Plymouth,  1667 : 

-Wlwreiw,  Llhrrtj  hiilh  liwn  Kinnsrl)'  gninlwl  lij  Ihn  tVmtt  orjori*- 
dlcllon  at  N*<t  Pljmonlh,  nulD  Cipliin  TKomu  Wlllrll  in<l  lili  nalgli- 
liDi«  of  Wtnnkmoligll,  la  become  h  townthlp  Ihm  if  tlKrjr  ahoiild  mw 
gtKHl,  anil  UiM  Iu*l7  Ihg  lahl  Cuft.  WItlall  •w)  Mr.  lljlw,  mid  othrn, 
thflr  MlglibDTi,  hME  rnittMl^  of  Ih*  Umtl  Ihit  Ihry  Diaj  Iw  ii  lawn- 
■hlplh«T<iTliMrlhi»li1jDiit,UHt  l1k**Eao  to  htte  gnnled  nnlo  Ihem 
<dch  [wrrallii  df  UikI  u  mlgtil  I4  necnmmoiUtp  IherfUhtn  nrti  itiaptifled 
of  1ijaI1iprTu«htht|ii;  IbbUonrlbnTf  ftrftntfl  nnl"  llivm  ttl  mclilfuifli 
Ihil  Ij-rlh  1-ilwnn  Ih*  (iraU  »t>r  Baj  iinil  cnoiliiB  np  TKnnloii  Rliar 
(Tlii.VxIlll-ftan'l  MwrnilloSallniiKriiiirt  rlr>r >ik1  llix  bndiidior 
Tinnti-n  ind  RriiDlmUi  ddI  prfJnJidng  anr  mtu'i  pirticiiliic  InlaifU. 
■nd  hnunniKti  M  fUhnlwIli  hulh  rnniluwIuHlivKhra  Uib  llnsi>f  Wnn- 

Ijliil  imr  Iha  Bmlh  IIb*  oT  Rvlinluth— ir  Ihs  Iwo  luwulilpi  obbM 
mgm  ibBBl  Ihm  iinBn(it  IhcaiwlKn,  lliaCsnH  maiTai  It  vKhln  lliair 


rmlna 


t  Mr 


Rami  lulb  niipalnlnl  Otplalna  Wllli-(t,Hr.  Pnliif, 

n  InhiUiiUnU  [nlo  Ilia  uM  town,  and  to  lima  Iha 
i)harlh«all>>lni«f  ntd 
Iha  T.xciuilitr  anntad 


Hnti>  rapl.  Wlllrtt  awl  ntliarm  h)<  nFlRUInn.  i 

■lUiwiil.ahiilllwBcrhilhliaeatManilkniitnl  lijrlLii  nuniaal 

"nw  RnlnTi  aluiia  ufa  ■  (Jn|t)'  IrtliPM  out  of  tilt  IJuOH  \ 

"Whimu,  dilil.  TliDiMi  Willatl.ihortlTanrr  Ihr  gmnlor  I 

thaCtoBH  Hi  ri]rB><«lh,e»FOWFrrd  fnr  Ilia  ndniMon  orinliaU 
dT  fnntliiB  loti,  t\t~ 


"t.  Thai  no  naa  nf  anj  ailll  l-rhHl 
admUlnl. 

"3.  Thai  iii.no  mif  Im  wlmUlwl  t1. 
pla«. 

-TIlaeliDRU  haragallicndnnduw 
InllawlBg  addrr-a  unto  tlia  bkM  Oii'l. 

-  Wa  bring  ntnt'*  wllh  jron  {anm 
r7iax  an  of  a  toiriiahi|>  accordlBK  lo  tli 


iliiR  10  onr  «|iaiiltj)  In  lb>  car- 

JIdii  Iharanf  aa  BMjr  pflTDCInjUlj 
id  (umliMt,  and  Ilia  nal  lN«<-ni 


CVpi.  WItlall.  humbij  pnwnl  lo  ymr  artkini  anniidanUaB,  bafiu 
pmCMd  fatlliei Iharcln,  Hull  IhanM  projnaailiiDBjIiacnBBBBtfdb 
nliasril4d  lij  all  and  mrj  lowtinan  iinriar  Iba  folkmlnK  aipllul 
"1.  ThatlhellnlprniMKlrslallnslothaDon-adinlvlanararToii 
pamna  maTbaoiiljr  nndanload  nndrr  Ilia  iiplkatlaM  followliig  ( 
M  ndi  ■•  hnld  dumiHiMa  hcrcalMi  Inmnalili-nt  wflb  Iha  faltli  nl 
llf^vl,  a>  to  dmijr  Iba  Triiillj  ur  an/  pamn  tiietaln,!  Ilia  Dnltj  oi 
Ina  lliimaiiltf  of  Clirial,  or  Iba  uiHon  el  bath  nalBKa  In  bin,  o 


sanch  la  »)kM  iha  dodring 


chaa  of  Olirlil  la  Ihla  u 


"1.  Thai  Uia  aacund  pnqioaall.  Thai 


liaraof  IH>I  (laBfliiUnlly  nacnmirj  lo  aalTnUon.anch  pado-lmpllnn,  a: 
ado-bapllnni,  thnrcb  diadpllna  dt  Uia  lllia.  Bnl  (hat  Uia  nlnlaui 
ilnlalan  o[  Iba  Towb  maj  Uka  Uiali  llbaR]i  Is  haplba  tnlUila  or  (rg 


'  llban<r  to  brim  Uialr  cblklran 
lid  pnpiiaa]!  niMInf  to  noBarK 
lion  of  anj-  of  evlll  bahailonr,  neb  aa  ooDlanllona  ptmmt,  Mt.,  maj 

ml  In  Jud|Bi«Bl  In  Iha  innleoUra  but-man tinned  and  mtj  ba  IbirrTi 
»nnM  oonlanUoiia  bj  arnnr,  thnncb  Iha ji  an  In  alt  hiBdamanlalli 
rallb  orlhodni  In  .  .  .  and  aicarttn(  oominoB  liiflruIlM  btanitlaa 


roTldentlallf  dlnpnaad  of 


"Tliafon'Knlnc  pmpoaallalialiii  acoa 
afonanM,  tnllj  i  abanlnlalT  ooiHlneaoi 
br  ft  boliragn  nld  (kpMIn  WlllaU,  a 


mlgbl  ba  b: 


InilUad  li 


tlatbadoalnstihaBhiii 
>,  canclndad  ft  af  iwd  ng 

aabuia  wriUan.  ftaTar; 

if  Iha  Iwairth  nonUi,  ID 


Iha  followlni:  nrdar  (Iha  aald  Capt  WlllatI,  al   bto  awKiataa  afo 
balngpnaanlJwaarraalT  paaiedb}'  Uiawbola  IDvna 
"AlatoHnnaaUni  1a«rn1lr  mniad.Dn  Iha  Iwo 
lb»  tiralfth  nnnib,  cDBimonlj  callad  rabn>ai7.  In  >h 


aton  lo  ba  InhaUlaniB  of  Ihla  iown  ol 
latlltan  acnanaBl,  luda  batwaan  Iha 
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SwanMA  k  Ckpt.  ThoroM  Willttt  k  bb  MMolatM,  m  tht  ■*  f  wment  U 
•peclfled  A  declared  in  the  three  propotallt  afor*  written,  with  tlie  mt* 
tnl  conditions  A  cxplauatione  thereof  oonoarolng  the  preaeot  k  Aiture 
•ettlement  of  this  town.  lo  witnan  whereof  we  bare  hareauto  aab- 
■cribed." 
[Signed  by  flfty-flTe  pcreona.] 

(1674. — John  Harding  Smith,  refusing  to  sign  the 
**  fundamental  agreement/'  was  deprived  of  his  land, 
and  warned  *'  to  go  out  of  the  Town.") 
.  "  At  a  Town-meeting  Lawfully  warned  y*  l^*  of 
May,  1670,  John  Mylesjun'.,  is  chosen  Clerk  for  this 
present  year.  John  Allen,  senr.,  is  chosen  Deputy, 
Nath'.  Chafy  constable,  Samuel  Luther  grandjury- 
man,  Benj.  Alby  waywarden,  for  the  ensuing  year. 

*'  Mr.  James  Brown,  Nicholas  Tanner,  and  John 
Allen,  8en^,  were  chosen  selectmen  for  ye  ensuing 
year." 

•*  At  a  Town-meeting  Lawfully  warned  on  ye  11*** 
of  May,  1671,  Mr.  James  Brown  was  chosen  Deputy, 
and  Uugh  Cole  grandjuryman,  and  John  Martin  Con- 
stable. Nathaniel  Peck,  Joseph  Carpenter,  and  Zech- 
arlah  Eddy  were  chosen  waywardens.  Mr.  James 
Brown,  Hugh  Cole,  and  Samuel  Luther  were  chosen 
selectmen." 

"  At  a  Town-meeting  lawfully  warned  November 
ye  8"^,  1671,  John  Allen,  Snr.,  Hugh  Cole,  Nicholas 
Tanner,  &  Nathan*  Peck  are  chosen  Raters  for  a 
Town  Rate." 

'*At  a  Town-meeting  Lawfully  warned  on  ye  21 
May,  1672,  Mr.  Brown  was  chosen  Daputy  &  Thomas 
Barnes  constable.  Thos.  LetoU  grandjuryman,  Nath*. 
Chafy  &  Jonathan  Bozworth,  &  Hezekiah  Luther, 
surveyors  of  highways ;  Mr.  Brown,  Thos.  Luit  were 
chosen  selectmen." 

1670.  "  It  was  ordered  yt  whatsoever  inhabitant 
shall  absent  himself  from  any  Town-meeting  to  which 
he  shall  at  any  time  hereafter  be  Legally  warned,  he 
shall  forfeit  for  every  such  absent  four  shillings." 

"  It  is  ordered  that  all  lotts  &  divisions  of  land  that 
are  or  shall  be  granted  to  any  particular  person  shall 
be  proportioned  to  the  threefold  rank  underwritten, 
so  that  where  those  of  the  first  rank  have  three  acres, 
those  of  the  second  rank  shall  have  two,  and  those  of 
the  third  rank  shall  have  one." 

(Those  admitted  to  the  first  rank  are  recorded  as 
Mr. ;  the  others  with  no  title.  These  were  land- 
holders without  rank.) 

1671.  "Those  of  ye  first  rank  shall  pay  three 
pounds  twelve  shillings  apiece,  and  those  of  the 
second  rank  shall  pay  two  pounds  eight  shillings 
apiece,  and  those  of  the  third  rank  one  pound  four 
shillings  apiece." 

Aug.  28,  1693.  "  The  warrant  from  ye  quarter  ses- 
sion was  read,  requiring  the  Town  to  chuse  a  minister 
according  to  law;  after  sum  Debate  the  meeting  was 
adjourned  for  half  an  hour.  The  church  by  Lieut"'. 
Cole  returned  and  replied  thus  :  tliat  they  had  a  min- 
ister they  apprehended  was  according  to  Law,  viz.. 
Elder  Samuel  Luther,  and  desired  the  vote  of  ye 
Town  to  see  their  assent  and  approbation,  and  after 


8om  debate  ye  meeting  was  adjourned  for  half  an 
hour,  and  then  againe  afler  a  considerable  debute  the 
Town-meeting  was  adjourned  to  ye  8d  Tuesday  in 
October,  at  9  o'clock  in  the  morning  at  the  usual 
place  of  meeting." 

Oct  17.  "  Chose  Elder  Samuel  Luther  minister  for 
ye  Town." 

**  John  Pain  and  John  Cole,  son  of  Hugh  Cole,  to 
look  aAer  &  to  prosecute  any  breache  of  ye  acte  made 
about  Horses,  the  late  act  published  both  civil  and 
military." 

1711.  Referring  to  a  petition  for  the  division  of  the 
town  (that  a  Puritan  minister  could  be  supported  by 
taxation)  by  inhabitants  of  the  western  part,  "it 
passed  in  y*  negative  unanimously."  "  If  any  per- 
sons would  supply  y"  selectmon  with  money  for  y* 
present  management  of  s**  affairs  they  should  be  re- 
imbursed."   (£20  2«.  were  borrowed.) 

1712.  "  Granted  a  fund  or  bank  of  £500,  or  as  much 
more  as  there  may  be  occasion  of,  to  maintain  and 
defend  y*  Town  grant  and  foundation  settlement." 

1717.  On  a  petition  for  a  tax  of  "sixscore  pounds" 
to  support  a  Puritan  minister,  *' after  considerable 
fayer  and  loveing  conference  witli  s'  petitioners,  it 
was  agreed  and  voted  and  concludeil  that  the  inhab- 
itants should  enjoy  conscience  liberty  according  to 
the  foundation  settlement." 

The  representative  was  paid  £12  12«.;  school- 
master,*£17  10«.;' assessors,  £4. 

1718.  ''  Every  householder  shall  kill  6  blackbirds 
or  six  squirrells,  or  one  crow  shall  count  for  two 
squirrells  or  blackbirds ;"  "  or  he  shall  forfeit  2  pence 
for  as  many  as  he  comes  short  of  six." 

In  1729,  "  voted  2d.  to  every  one  that  kills  a  crow, 
blackbird,  jaybird,  or  squirrell." 

In  1740  the  premium  was  increased  to  fourpence. 

In  1741  the  vote  of  1708  was  reaffirmed,  with  a 
proviso  that  for  every  one  above  the  required  number 
a  premium  of  fourpence  should  be  paid ;  for  killing  a 
grown  fox,  five  shillings;  a  young  fox,  two  shillings, 
in  1736. 

1715.  Voted  that  John  Devotion  should  "teach 
our  youth  to  Head  Inglish  and  Lattin,  and  write  and 
sifer,  as  there  may  be  ocution." 

(Capt.  Joseph  Mason,  the  Swansea  representative, 
was  the  only  member  of  tlie  General  Court  who  in 
1732  voted  in  favor  of  fixing  a  salary  for  Governor 
Belcher,  as  required  by  the  British  government.) 

1742.  Voted  that  until  the  king  decides  whether  to 
annex  Swansea  to  Rhode  Island  the  town  ought  to 
pay  no  tax  to  Massachui^etts. 

174i),  Oct.  23.  "It  being  a  very  rainy  day,  and  but 
few  men  met,  and  considerable  business  to  be  done, 
it  was  tho't  proper  to  adjourn  s*  meeting." 

**  It  was  voted  that  town  take  all  the  tickets  in  the 
lottery  granted  by  the  Great  and  General  Court  for 
building  the  great  bridge  not  sold  by  Feb.  26." 

1759.  "  Voted  to  hire  a  house  to  put  the  French 
people  in  that  were  sent  to  our  town." 


SWANSEA. 
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1764.  Appointed  Joruthamul  Dowon,  Enq.,  to  so- 
licit relief  from  the  (General  Court  for  the  "  great  euf- 
fcrance  in  the  smallpox."  Appropriated  ninety 
pounds  for  care  of  patients. 

Tliree  hundred  pounds  lent  to  the  town  by  the 
Province ;  the  money  was  loaned  to  individuals,  and 
subsequently  many  of  the  poor  borrowers  received  by 
vote  of  town  the  gifl  of  their  notes. 

This  year  and  several  years  in  succession  commit- 
tees were  chosen  to  prevent  the  killing  of  deer  out  of 
seanon. 

1760.  Voted  the  town  treasurer  five  shillings  for 
his  services. 

BeTolntionary  War.— April  21, 1776,  "Voted  that 
40  gtins,  250  itw.  powder,  750  lbs  lead,  and  600  flints 
be  provided.  The  committee  of  inspection  shall  pro- 
vide provisions  and  all  other  necessaries  for  the  poor 
upon  any  special  emergency.  That  50  men  be  en- 
listed to  be  ready  at  a  minute's  warning,  and  pd.  3«.  a 
weeic  for  exercising  two  half  days  a  weeic,  and  6  dolls, 
bounty  if  ca1le<l  out  of  town.  The  officers  to  have 
the  same  as  Rehoboth  pays  their  officers." 

'*  That  we  keep  a  post  to  ride  to  Boston  (and  leave 
it  to  the  selectmen  how  often)  for  the  best  intelligence 
that  can  be  had  there." 

May  22.  Chose  a  committee  of  regulation  and  in- 
spection. "The  Town  will  secure  and  defend  the 
said  committee  and  empower  them  to  follow  and  ob- 
serve such  directions  as  they  shall  receive  from  time 
to  time  from  the  Provincial  Congress  or  Committee 
of  Safety." 

Five  shillings  penalty  was  imposed  for  wasting  a 
charge  of  powder,  and  the  offender's  ammunition  was 
forfeited  to  the  town. 

April,  1777.  "  Voted,  in  addition  to  what  the  Gen- 
eral Court  pays,  £20  to  every  soldier  enlisted  in  the 
Continental  service  for  three  years  or  the  war;"  sub- 
sequently restricted  to  "  those  credited  to  the  quota  of 
the  town."  Later  the  U>wn  treasurer  was  allowed 
to  pay  what  he  chose  to  secure  men  for  the  quota, 
"  and  the  town  will  make  him  complete  satisfaction 
for  his  trouble  therein." 

Chose  a  committee  to  provide  for  the  families  of 
"soldiers  in  the  Continental  service." 

Jan.  6, 1778.  "  Voted  that  inoculation  shall  not  be 
set  up  in  Swansea,  by  a  unanimous  vote." 

January  26th.  "Voted  that  inoculation  shall  be 
set  up  in  Swansea ;"  also  to  provide  a  hospital. 

Voted  to  buy  one  hundred  bushels  com  for  soldiers' 
families. 

Voted  six  pounds  to  the  treasurer  for  his  services. 

June  Ist  "The  selectmen  shall  provide  warlike 
stores  for  every  man  in  the  town  and  distribute  the 
same  at  their  discretion." 

June  28, 1778.  "  By  unanimous  vote  promised : 

"  1.  To  turn  out  upon  all  alarms  against  the  enemy. 

"  2.  To  throw  aside  all  partyship  for  the  future. 

"  8.  To  return  humble  and  hearty  thanks  to  Gen. 
Sullivan  for  his  company  and  good  institutions. 


u 


Voted,  August  Slst,  to  provide  soldiers  with 
shirts,  stockings,  and  shoes." 

November.  "  Requested  Gen.  Sullivan  to  provide 
a  guard  against  the  enemy  on  Rhode  Island." 

May,  1779.  "  Voted  that  there  be  a  guard  on  each 
of  the  necks  for  the  safety  of  the  good  people  of  the 
town ;  that  each  man  have  four  dollars  for  each  night's 
service  on  guard.  Capt  Philip  Slead  to  go  to  the  Gen- 
eral Court  at  Boston  to  see  whether  the  court  would 
make  any  allowance  to  the  town  for  those  men  which 
the  town  hired  to  go  on  the  line.  Chose  the  town  clerk 
to  draw  up  something  for  Capt  Philip  Slead  to  carry 
to  the  council." 

1779.  "  Voted  twenty-two  men  to  guard  the  shores, 
who  shall  have  four  dollars  per  night,  or,  if  they 
choose,  two  dollars  with  rations  and  Continental 
wages. 

"  Voted  a  committee  to  visit  Gen.  Gates  to  see  if 
he  will  provide  for  the  safety  of  the  town. 

"The  Committee  of  Safety  to  go  to  Concord  to 
meet  with  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  in  Con- 
gress on  July  14, 1779.  The  selectmen  shall  send  to 
Boston  for  fire-arms." 

January,  1780.  "Voted  four  thousand  poudds  to 
buy  blankets,  according  to  the  order  of  the  court, 
and  to  pay  necessary  expenses." 

June,  1780.  "  Voted  three  hundred  pounds  Conti- 
nental money  to  all  who  enlist  for  six  months." 
This  was  at  the  next  meeting  increased  to  four  hun- 
dred pounds,  then  to  seven  hundred  pounds,  then  to 
one  thousand  pounds.  Then  "one  hundred  and 
twenty  silver  dollars"  were  offered,  "  and  the  select- 
men have  power  to  increase  the  sum  if  necessary." 

1780.  "  For  gate  and  posts  for  the  pound  and  put- 
ting up  same,  one  hundred  dollars. 

"  Voted  eleven  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty 
dollars  for  the  purchase  of  horses  to  send  to  Taunton 
by  order  of  the  General  Court 

"  Voted  one  hundred  and  forty  dollars  Continen- 
tal money  to  pay  for  an  ax ;  the  selectmen  to  have 
fifty  dollars  a  day  in  Continental  money." 

1788.  "  Petitioned  General  Court  for  a  lottery  to 
rebuild  Myles'  bridge." 

1785.  "  Chose  a  committee  to  divide  the  school 
districts  to  accommodate  the  children." 

1791.  For  representative  to  Congress,  ooe  hundred 
and  seventy-seven  votes  were  cast,  of  which  Bishop 
had  one  hundred  and  seventy-one  votes. 

1804.  Presidential  election;  the  electoral  ticket 
headed  by  James  Sullivan  had  one  hundred  and 
sixty-one,  and  that  headed  by  David  Cobb,  four 
votes. 

Sept  4,  1804.  Election  for  State  officers:  John 
Hancock,  Esq.,  for  Governor,  seventeen  votes ;  .James 
Boardman,  i^sq.,  Lieutenant-Gk)vernor,  seventeen 
votes;  Thomas  Durefey,  Esq.,  councilor,  seventeen 
votes ;  Walter  Spooner,  Esq.,  councilor,  eleven  votes ; 
Ephraim  Starkweather,  Esq.,  councilor,  seventeen 
votes ;  Nathaniel  Leonard,  Esq.,  councilor,  six  votes. 
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Pioneer  Bohooli.— Dec.  19,  lii73.  "  It  was  voted 
and  ordered,  nemine  amtradicenU,  that  a  Bchool  be 
'  forthwitli  set  up  in  this  town  Tor  the  leacliliig  of  gram- 
mar, rhetoric,  and  arithmetic,  and  tbe  tongues  of 
Latia,  Qreek,  and  Hebrew;  also  to  read  English  and 
to  write,  and  that  a  salaty  of  forty  pounds  per  annum 
in  current  country  pay,  which  pasaeth  from  man  to 
man,  be  duly  paid  from  time  to  time,  and  at  all  timea 
hereafter,  and  that  John  Myles,  the  present  pastor  of 
the  church  liere  asseml>ling  be  tlie  school mauter." 

1G98.' — Jooatlian  Uusworth  was  employed  u  teacher 
at  £18,  one-fourth  in  money  and  the  rest  in  provisions 
at  money  prices. 

1702.  The  town  was  fined  £5  for  not  having  a 
achool,  and  employed  John  Devotion  at  £12  and  diet, 
and  £20  for  keeping  a  horee.  (Terms  of  school  i 
kept  in  different  parta  of  the  town.)  The  next  year 
hia  pay  was  £16;  in  1709  he  was  e(nl>loyed  for  »is 
years ;  in  1716  for  twerUi/  years  more. 

UUea'  Bridge— Lottery. —One  of  tlie  earliest 
bridges  erected  in  this  section  of  Bristol  County  was 
tlie  otie  lit  this  point.  It  is  impossible  at  this  late  day 
to  ascertain  the  exact  date  of  the  building  of  the 
first  bridge  at  this  point,  but  it  was  doubtless  in  the 
early  part  of  the  last  century,  for  the  Provincial  stat- 
utes of  1736-37  refer  to  a  bridge  culled  Miles'  Bridge 
in  a  country  road  had  theretofore  been  constructed 
.and  had  fallen  into  decay,  and  the  towns  of  Swansea 
and  Barrington  were  ordered  "to  build  h  good  and 
aubi4tuDtial  cart  bridge  across  the  said  river  in  the 
country  road  aforesaid  where  the  said  bridge  did 

The  present  iron  bridge  was  built  in  1878.  It  is 
seventy-Bve  feet  long,  and  rests  on  two  abutments 
with  wing  walls. 

In  1749  an  act  was  passed  allowing  the  town  of 
Swansea  U>  raise  funds  by  lottery  for  the  rebuilding 
of  this  bridge,  as  follows  : 


Vttniu,  Vf  k  law  gf  UiU  prvTtno  aula  In  lh<  tliUi  jiu  of  th* 
1  of  111!  lull  UjOoV  KIo(  a«ro  tLa  rtnl,  •nllilHt,  'An  ul  U 


■'  Whirtai,  Th.  Mid  (own  of  B«n.™  b«.  mprnMnlw!  llirtf  luUllu 
gf  nbuliaiDS  did  koapluf  JD  i«|>ikJr  Ui«  srml  tnMfr  uid  Dnuun;  In 
Bid  lawu,  cillMl  MIIh'  Uiidca,  ti;  riuiD  grail  |>arl  gf  uld  lunu  li 
ttknn  uB  to  Blioda  IkUnd  by  (Ji0  ku  HtllBmeul  of  lb*  InaiidBrj  ILua 
liat*litlbslwuKuriiMin»iiU,>pd|inj  Ihg  >llo>ii)EagriKilllugupiiiid 
mrrj'luB  on  >  Igii^rjr  lu  Hid  town  lUr  Ibat  iiuti™«,— 
••  Si  II  Ucrt/On  irntdii  tf  tti  LiiuUtiiml-  Dntmor,  OutiKll,  and  Uiiut  af 
suiil  liwgb;  lidUntMl  ud 


i.  Tim  lli>  Bid  lawns 


1  Jfom  ncordi  i>r  Iciwb 


III  iincilfMa  imwrnllm  ta  mU 


Deputies  and  Representatives  from  1670  i 

1884' have  been  as  follows: 

l«7U,JaliD  AllcDi  mi-T^Jwun  Unwui  loTl-IA,  lluiL 
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I7M-U,  Wllilineiadaj  17M,  John  AhUmut  ;  ITH.  WUIUun  Bladg; 
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CHAPTER  LIV. 

S  W  ANSB  A.— ( Continued.) 

PIOMKRR  III8T0RT-KIN0  PHILIP'S  WAll. 

The  following  chapter  was  contribnted  by  Hon.  George  B.  Lorinf, 
being  an  addreen  deliTered  by  him  In  thia  town  in  1876,  at  the  two  hun- 
dredth annlTtnary  of  the  manaere  of  the  Inhatrftanti  daring  King 
Philip's  wnr. 

"My  FniENDS  and  Fellow-Citizens, — I  have 
accepted  your  invitation  to  deliver  this  address  on  the 
occasion  of  the  second  centennial  anniversary  of  the 
great  tragic  event  in  the  history  of  your  town  with 
extreme  reluctance  and  with  many  misgivings.  I 
cannot  expect  to  share  with  you  all  those  hallowed 
memories  which  spring  up  in  your  minds  and  warm 
your  hearts  whose  homes  arc  on  this  spot,  whose  an- 
cestors re))ose  beneath  this  sod,  whose  hearthstones 
are  here,  whose  eyes  have  beheld  the  domestic  scenes, 
and  whose  hearts  have  felt  the  joys  and  sorrows  which 
make  up  the  story  you  would  most  gladly  hear  to-day. 
To  you  who  enjoy  this  spot  as  home,  the  church,  this 
village-green,  these  farm-houses,  every  field  and 
wooded  hill,  the  highway  and  the  by-path,  the  valley 
and  the  brook,  all  tell  a  tale  of  tender  interest,  to 
you  who  remember  the  events  of  childhood  here,  to 
you  who  to-day  return  from  long  wandering,  to  you 
who  have  remained  and  have  brought  this  munici- 
pality on  to  an  honorable  era  in  its  history,  to  you  who 
turn  aside  to  linger  over  the  grave  of  a  beloved  pa- 
rent, and  to  you  who  still  pause  and  drop  a  tear  on 
that  little  mound  where  your  child  has  lain  so  long, 
and  from  which  through  all  the  years  that  have  passed 
since  it  leil  you  its  sweet  voice  has  been  heard,  re- 
minding you  of  your  duty  in  this  world,  and  assuring 
you  of  the  peace  and  joy  of  the  world  to  come.  To 
me,  indeed,  the  domestic  record  of  this  town,  the 
most  sacred  record  to  you,  is,  as  it  were,  a  sealed  vol- 
ume, open  only  to  my  gtize  as  a  member  of  the  same 
human  family  with  yourselves,  and  as  one  feeling  that 
common  sympathy  which  binds  as  with  a  silver  cord 
All  the  sons  of  Qod  into  one  great  brotherhood. 
While,  therefore,  I  cannot  intrude  upon  the  sacred- 
ness  of  your  firesides,  nor  claim  a  seat  in  your  do- 
mestic circle,  nor  expect  to  be  admitted  within  the 
railing  of  your  altar,  I  can  call  to  your  minds  those 
events  in  the  history  of  your  town  which  have  estab- 
lished its  intimate  relations  with  that  interesting  ex- 
periment of  society  and  state  which  has  been  worked 
out  on  this  continent  during  the  last  two  hundred 
years. 

"  In  celebrating  the  two  hundredth  anniversary  of 
a  great  historic  incident  in  the  history  of  a  New 
England  town,  the  peculiar  and  extraordinary  nature 
of  a  civil  organization  of  this  kind  should  not  be 
forgotten,  especially  by  those  who  enjoy  the  high 
privileges  which  belong  to  it  To  many  nationalities 
and  peoples  a  town  means  nothing  more  than  a  clus- 
ter of  houses  surrounded  by  a  wall  and  fortified,  or 
the  realm  of  a  constable,  or  the  seat  of  a  church.  But 
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to  us  in  New  England  the  town  was  in  the  beginning, 
as  it  is  now,  the  primary  organization,  sovereign  in 
itself.  'The  colonists  had  no  sooner  formed  a  settle- 
ment and  erected  their  cabins  in  convenient  prox- 
imity to  each  other  than  they  organized  themselves  a 
town,  an  independent  municipality,  in  which  every 
citizen  had  a  voice  and  a  vote.'  The  first  duty  of  this 
organization,  in  the  minds  of  our  fathers,  was  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  church,  and  the  erection  of  a  meet- 
ing-house and  a  school -house  received  their  earliest 
care  and  attention.  It  is  remarkable  and  interesting 
to  see  how  in  the  little  municipalities  of  New  Eng- 
land all  the  rights  of  citizenship  were  cherished,  and 
how  silently  and  unostentatiously  all  the  elements  of 
a  free  State  were  fixed  and  developed.  Starting  away 
from  the  original  colonies,  they  planted  themselves 
in  the  wilderness,  and  assumed  at  once  the  duty 
of  independent  organizations.  Their  citizens  in  town- 
meeting  assembled  had  the  control  of  all  matters  re- 
lating to  their  civil  and  criminal  jurisdiction.  In  the 
New  England  colonies  the  towns  were  combined  in 
counties  long  afler  their  establishment  and  repre- 
sentation as  towns,  so  that  the  county  here  was  a  col- 
lection of  towns  rather  than  the  town  a  sub-division 
of  a  county.  This  system  of  town  organization  is 
maintained  throughout  New  England  to  the  present 
day,  constituting  one  of  the  most  interesting  features 
of  the  civil  polity  of  this  section  of  our  country. 
Says  Barry,  in  his  '  History  of  Massachusetts,'  'Each 
(town)  sustained  a  relation  to  tlie  whole  analogous 
to  that  which  the  States  of  our  Union  hold  respec- 
tively to  the  central  power  or  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States.'  Says  Palfrey,  in  his  'History  of 
New  England,'  '  With  something  of  the  same  pro- 
priety with  which  the  nation  may  be  said  to  be  a 
confederacy  of  republics  called  States,  each  New 
England  State  may  be  described  as  a  confederacy  of 
minor  republics  called  towns.'  Neither  in  New 
York,  with  its  great  landed  properties,  at  first  held 
and  occupied  by  a  kind  of  feudal  tenure  and  after- 
ward with  its  counties,  nor  in  the  Western  States, 
where  the  town  survey  carries  with  it  no  local  politi- 
cal authority,  nor  in  the  South,  where  the  county  or- 
ganization is  the  one  which  governs  local  matters, 
can  be  found  that  form  of  self-government  which 
gives  the  New  England  towns  their  individuality, 
and  which  has  enabled  them  to  enroll  their  names  on 
the  brightest  pages  of  American  history.  How  in 
the  olden  time  they  cherished  the  church  and  built 
the  meeting-house  1  How  they  fostered  education  and 
erected  the  school-house!  How  they  selected  their 
wisest  and  bravest  men  for  the  public  councils  I  How 
they  resolved  for  freedom  in  open  town-meeting! 
How  they  hurled  defiance  at  the  oppressor,  and 
sprang  up  an  army  of  defiant  communities,  each  one 
feeling  its  responsibility  and  ready  and  anxious  to 
assume  it!  Would  you  study  the  valor  of  your  coun- 
try in  its  early  days  ? — go  to  the  town  records  of  New 
England.    Would  you  learn  where  the  leaders  and 
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Btatesmen  were  taught  their  lesson  of  independence 
And  nutionality  ?— read  the  recorded  teao\yo»  of  the 
New  England  towns. 

"  The  origin  and  organisation  of  tlieve  Now  Eng- 
land towns  wer«  by  no  means  uniform.  In  aome 
inatances  they  were  fonnded  immediately  on  the 
landing  of  Ibe  colonists  out  of  lands  conferred  upon 
tliero  by  their  charter ;  in  other  instaiicca  they  were 
made  up  by  grants  of  land  to  an  uflahout  from  the 
parent  colony,  whose  enterprise  consisted  in  organlx- 
ing  a  new  town;  in  other  inatant^es  grants  of  land 
made  from  time  to  time  to  individuals  and  corpora- 
tions for  farms  and  other  purpose:^,  wliicli  grants  were 
consolidated  into  townt>hi|is. 

"  The  proprietoni  and  settlers  oji  Llie  lands  of  Bwan- 
lea,  a  name  derived  from  the  town  of  Swansea,  in 
Wales,  from  whence  came  the  Rev.  John  Mile*,  the 
firat'  minister,  in  16U3,  aecured  their  title  lo  th«  land 
here  from  tlie  Plymouth  Court,  or  by  Indian  de«ds 
confirmed  by  grants  from  thi«  court.  For  a  long  time 
this  power  was  exercised  by  the  Plymouth  Colony, 
and  it  not  only  extended  its  possessions  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Mount  Hope,  whose  lands  were  vastly  more 
attractive  than  those  lying  towards  Cape  Cod,  but 
they  were  in  constant  controversy  with  the  uolony  of 
Massachusetts  Day  with  regard  U)  the  boundary  line 
separating  them  along  the  tuwna  of  Hlngham  and 
Cobasset.  The  lands  lying  within  the  limits  of  Swan- 
sea, which  then  included  Somerset  and  Barrington, 
were  in  this  manner  conveyed  to  Governor  Urudford, 
Samuel  Newman,  Peregrine  White,  Joaiab  Winslow, 
Governor  Prince,  and  others,  and  were  by  them  held 
in  joint-stock  companies,  and  sold  to  those  who  de- 
sired to  become  actual  settlers.  U  is  the  record  of 
tlie«e  sales,  kept  by  the  clerk  of  the  court  at  Plym- 
outh, and  constituting  each  proprietor's  title  to  the 
lauds  which  he  sold  and  each  settler's  title  to  the 
lands  which  be  occupied,  that  lies  at  the  foundation 
of  that  system  of  land-holding  known  now  as  being 
peculiar  to  America,  and  as  the  commercial  in  contra- 
distinction to  the  feudal  tenure, — a  system  in  which 
our  Pilgrim  fathers  were  more  than  two  centuries 
ahead  of  the  times  in  which  they  lived.  To  this 
liberal  system,  through  which  has  grown  up  the 
division  and  oub-itivision  of  land  in  New  England 
from  tlie  earliest  period  of  ita  history,  I  always  turn 
with  pride,  as  I  do  with  pride  and  gratitude  to  that 
provision  made  in  every  colony  for  endowing  with 
landed  possessions  the  institutions  of  religion  and 
learning.  But,  in  addition  to  this,  to  Swansea  be- 
longs the  curious  distinctioa  of  having  organized  a 
division  of  lands  based  upon  ranks  and  orders  In 
society.  The  selection  of  a  committee  of  Ave  persons 
to  classify  society,  and  to  indicate  how  much  iand 
the  memtiors  of  each  class  shall  hold,  with  power  also 
to  elevate  and  to  degrade  according  to  their  pleasure, 
is  a  novelty  in  popular  institutions  conlined,  1  am 
happy  to  leurn,  to  this  town,  and  abolished,  when  its 
despotic  and  feudal  characteristics  became  ku  -^wn  and 


understood,  with  more  prom ptncMtlian  it  was  adoptodk' 
Possessed,  however,  of  lands  in  this  manner,  and  II 
doubtedly  drawn  together  by  a  catholic  and  genllc 
religious  sentiment,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Miles,  CapC  Tlioiiii 
Willett,  James  Brown,  John  Allen,  and  otliera,  about 
the  year  16(>7,  orgauiased  a  separatt:  town  corpgratiw 
under  the  name  of  New  Swansea.  Mr.  Milea  % 
one  of  the  pure-minded,  earnest,  liberal  religiow 
leaders  of  his  day, — a  man  full  of  religious  tulei 
tion,  based  upon  a  firm  and  abiding  religious  foitliji 
Thomaa  Willett  was  an  energetic,  brave,  iotelligen^ 
and  cultivated  friend  of  the  Pilgriina  both  iu  Ed| 
land  and  Holland,  and  was  couiddored  to  be  a  f 
successor  of  Miles  Staudish  in  the  cummuud  uf  III 
Plymouth  niililia,— a  man  c<|ual  Iu  any  lieroic  ocei 
sion,  any  omergciicy  calling  fur  high  mnrul  and  mw 
tal  powers.  John  Uruwii  stuuda  by  tlie  side  of  Cap 
Willett,  his  peer  in  all  those  iiualitlus  which  tnnolili 
and  dignify  mankind.  He,  loo,  wits  brave,  intelli* 
gent,  and  pious, — a  inuitcl  uf  those  great  men  upon 
whom  has  fallen  from  age  to  age  the  high  duty  of 
founding  states  and  empires.  It  was  these  luen,  with 
their  aaaociutea,  who  erected  tliat  firat  priiuitite 
diurch  on  New  Meadow  Neck,  and  provided  liberally 
for  the  eiliicatinn  of  the  children  of  the  town,  ujMin 
whom  were  to  fall  the  obligations  and  services  of 
Church  and  State,  and  in  oil  these  tilings  they  did 
their  work  well.  In  church  ihe  Rev.  John  Ullw 
toiled  on  for  more  than  twenty  years,  setting  an  a 
ample  of  fidelity,  purity,  charity,  and  honesty  wi 
of  all  imitation,  and  securing  fur  his  uame  auci 
mortjility  uii  earth  as  grateful  man  can  bestow. 

"From  the  simple  and  unostentatious  iuslitntion 
of  learning  stepped  forth  Samuel  Mylea,  a  graduate 
of  Harvard,  and  for  forty  years  un  able  and  be- 
loved rector  of  King's  Chapel,  Boston.  With  what 
thrift  and  economy  were  the  meeting-house  and  the 
school'house  of  that  day  erected  I  With  what  slender 
stipend  were  the  laborers  in  those  vineyards  re- 
warded !  What  the  Rev.  Mr.  Miles  received  dues  not 
appear,  but,  among  the  school moatera,  Mr.  Ikisworth 
got  twenty  pounds  per  annum  for  his  services;  Mr. 
John  Devotion,  twelve  pounds,  agreeing  also  to  pay 
fur  Ilia  diet,  and  to  allow  him  twenty  puunda  fur  lliu 
keeping  of  bis  horse. 

''Of  the  motives  and  manners  and  customs  of  tLoie 
who  founded  this  town  let  me  here  say  a  word.  They 
formed  a  part  of  that  large  body  of  dissonlem  wlio 
under  various  names  citme  to  New  England  and  set- 
tled the  colojiies  of  Plymouth  and  Massachusetts 
Bay.  They  came,  it  is'  true,  to  enjoy  religious  free- 
dom, but  they  also  sought  a  civil  organization  founded 
upon  the  right  of  every  man  to  a  voice  iu  the  govern- 
ment under  which  he  lives.  In  Ihe  charter  of  all  the 
towns  granted  by  the  General  Court  it  was  provided 
lliut  the  grantees  were  'to  procure  and  maiiiUdn  an 
able  orthodox  minister  amongst  tbcin,'  and  to  build 
a  meeting-house  '  within  three  years.'  This  was  their 
motive.    Iu  all  tlieir  customs  they  were  obliged    o 
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exercise  the  utmost  simplicity,  and  they  voluntarily 
regulated  their  conduct  by  those  formal  rules  which, 
in  their  day,  constituted  the  Puritan's  guide  through 
the  world.  Wc  arc  told,  as  an  illustration  of  their 
character  and  manners,  that  by  the  laws  of  the  colony 
in  16/>1  'dancing  at  weddings'  was  forbidden.  In 
1660, '  William  Walker  was  imprisoned  a  month  for 
courting  a  maid  without  the  leave  of  her  parents.' 

"  In  1676,  because  '  there  is  manifest  pride  in  ap- 
pearing in  our  streets,'  the  wearing  of  '  long  hair  or 
]>eriwigs,'  and  also  'superstitious  ribands,'  used  to 
tie  up  and  decorate  the  hair,  were  forbidden  under 
severe  penalties.  Men,  too,  were  forbidden  to  '  keep 
Christmas,'  because  it  was  a  '  popish  custom.'  In 
1677  an  act  was  passed  to  prevent  '  the  profaneness' 
of  'turning  the  back  upon  the  public  worship  before 
it  is  finisho<l  and  the  blessing  pronounced.'  Towns 
were  directed  to  erect  'a  cage'  near  the  meeting- 
house, and  in  this  ail  offenders  against  the  sanctity 
of  the  Sabbath  were  confined.  At  the  same  time 
children  were- directed  to  be  placed  in  a  particular 
part  of  the  meeting-house,  apart  by  themselves,  and 
tithingmen  were  ordered  to  be  chosen,  whose  duty  it 
should  be  to  take  care  of  them.  So  strict  were  they 
in  their  observance  of  the  Sabbath  that  John  Ather- 
ton,  a  soldier  of  Col.  Tyng's  comi)any,  was  fined  by 
him  *  forty  shillings'  for  'wetting  a  piece  of  an  old 
hat  to  put  into  his  shoes/  which  chafed  his  feet  upon 
the  march,  and  those  who  neglected  to  attend  meet- 
ing for  three  months  were  publicly  whipped.  Even 
in  Harvard  College  students  were  whipped  for  grave 
ofTenses  in  the  chapel,  in  presence  of  students  and 
professors,  and  prayers  were  had  before  and  after  the 
infliction  of  the  punishment.  As  the  settlers  of  Swan- 
sea are  described  as  being  of  '  sober  and  orderly  con- 
versation,' we  may  suppose  that  these  laws  and  cus- 
toms were  in  this  town  rigidly  enforced. 

"  Perhaps  a  word  upon  the  subsistence  and  diet  of 
your  ancestors  may  interest  you  here.  Palfrey  tells 
us  that  '  in  the  early  days  of  New  England  wheaten 
bread  was  not  so  common  as  it  afterwards  became, 
but  its  place  was  largely  supplied  by  preparations  of 
Indian  corn.  A  mixture  of  two  parts  of  the  meal 
of  this  grain  with  one  part  of  rye  has  continued  until 
far  into  the  present  century  to  furnish  the  bread  of 
the  great  body  of  the  people.  In  the  beginning  there 
was  but  a  sparing  consumption  of  butcher's  meat.  The 
multiplication  of  flocks  for  their  wool,  and  of  herds 
for  draught  and  for  milk  was  an  important  care,  and 
they  generally  bore  a  high  money  value.  Game  and 
fish  to  a  considerable  extent  supplied  the  want  of  ani- 
mal food.  Next  to  these,  swine  and  poultry,  fowls, 
ducks,  geese,  and  turkeys  were  in  common  use  earlier 
than  other  kinds  of  flesh  meat.  The  New  Englander 
of  the  present  time,  who,  in  whatever  rank  of  life, 
would  be  at  a  loss  without  his  tea  or  coffee  twice  at 
least  in  every  day,  pities  the  hardships  of  his  ances- 
tors, who  almost  universally  for  a  century  and  a  half 
made  their  morning  and  evening  repast  on  boiled  In- 


dian meal  and  milk,  or  on  porridge,  or  broth  made  of 
peas  or  beans  and  flavored  by  being  boiled  with 
salted  beef  or  pork.  Beer,  however,  which  was 
brewed  in  families,  was  accounted  a  necessary  of  life, 
and  the  orchards  soon  yielded  a  bountiful  provision 
of  cider.  Wine  and  rum  found  a  ready  market  as 
soon  as  they  were  brought  from  abroad,  and  tobacco 
and  legislation  had  a  long  conflict,  in  which  the  latter 
at  last  gave  way. 

"  Popalation.— It  is  diflicult  to  realize  how  feeble 
and  few  were  the  colonists  at  the  time  when  this  town 
was  passing  out  of  its  confederation  of  farms  into  an 
organized  corporation.  There  were  then  probably  in 
New  England  from  forty  thousand  to  forty-five  thou- 
sand English  people.  Of  this  number  twenty-five 
thousand  may  have  belonged  to  Massachusetts,  ten 
thousand  to  Connecticut  as  newly  constituted,  five 
thousand  to  Plymouth,  and  three  thousand  to  Rhode 
Island.  They  inhabited  ninety  towns,  of  which  four 
were  in  Rhode  Island,  twelve  in  Plymouth,  twenty- 
two  in  Connecticut,  and  the  rest' in  Massachusetts. 
.  .  .  Connecticut,  according  to  the  account  sent  home 
by  the  royal  commissioners,  had  many  scattering 
towns  not  worthy  of  their  names,  and  a  scholar  to 
their  minister  in  every  town  or  village.  In  Rhode 
Island,  they  said,  were  the  best  English  grass  and 
most  sheep,  the  ground  very  fruitful,  ewes  bringing 
ordinarily  two  lambs,  corn  yielding  eighty  for  one, 
and  in  some  places  they  had  had  corn  twenty-six 
ye&rs  together  without  manuring.  In  this  province 
only  they  had  not  any  places  set  apart  for  the  wor- 
ship of  God,  there  being  so  many  sub-divided  sects 
they  could  not  agree  to  meet  together  in  one  place, 
but,  according  to  their  several  judgments,  they  some- 
times associated  in  one  house,  sometimes  in  another. 
In  Plymouth  it  was  the  practice  to  pursuade  men, 
sometimes  to  compel  them  to  be  freemen,  so  far  were 
they  from  hindering  any.  They  had  about  twelve 
small  towns,  one  saw-mill  for  boards,  one  bloomery 
for  iron,  neither  good  river  nor  good  harbor  nor  any 
place  of  strength ;  they  were  so  poor  they  were  unable 
to  maintain  scholars  to  their  ministers,  but  were  ne- 
cessitated to  make  use  of  a  gifted  brother  in  some 
places.  The  commodities  of  Massachusetts  were  fish, 
which  was  sent  into  France,  Spain,  and  the  Straits, 
pipe-staves,  masts,  fir-boards,  some  pitch  and  tar, 
pork,  beef,  horses,  and  corn,  which  they  sent  to  Vir- 
ginia, Barbadoes,  etc.,  and  took  tobacco  and  sugar 
for  payment,  which  they  oflen  sent  for  England. 
There  was  good  store  of  iron  made  in  this  province. 
In  the  Piscataqua  towns  were  excellent  masts  gotten, 
.  .  .  and  upon  the  river  were  above  twenty  saw-mills, 
and  there  were  great  stores  of  pipe-staves  made,  and 
great  store  of  good  timber  spoiled.  In  Maine  there 
were  but  few  towns,  and  those  much  scattered.  They 
were  rather  farms  than  towns.  In  the  Duke  of  York's 
province,  beyond  the  Kennebec,  there  were  three 
small  plantations,  the  biggest  of  which  had  not  above 
thirty  houses  in  it,  and  these  very  mean  ones  too, 
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Mid  sprebd  over  eiglit  milea  at  le&st.    Tho«e  people 
were,  for  ihe  moat  pnrt,  Hiiherinen,  niiii  never  liait  tiny 


government  among  them;  n 
as  liad  fled  hither  to  avoid  jui 
"  In  Boston,  the  principal  i 
houses  were  generally  woodi 
with  little  decency  and  no 
neither  montlia,  days, 
nor  inns  were  knuwi 
CumbrJdge  they 


t  of  them  1 


wn  of  the  country,  the 

I,  the  utreeta  cruoked, 

niformity;    and  lliure 

teaaons  of  the  year,  churchcn, 

by  their  Bngliiih 
1  wooden  ciiltoge, 


ind  in  tht 


]rard  a  brick  pile  of  two  bayes  for  the  Indiana,  where 
the  cnnuniiHiioneni  luin  but  one.  They  aal<l  they  had 
tliree  mure  at  achool.  It  iniglit  be  feared  tiiiti  cnllcge 
might  afford  as  many  BuhUinalicB  to  tlio  eliurch,  anil 
the  corporation  as  many  rebela  to  the  kini;  as  fi>r- 
merty  they  bud  done  if  not  timely  prevented. 

"Aa  a  part  of  the  social  and  civil  orgaiiizutton 
which  I  have  described,  the  old  town  of  Swaueeu  ib 
full  of  interest  and  aignificance;  but  an  the  home  of 
the  Rev.  John  My les,  it  is  connected  with  iMtnioof  the 
most  important  religious  movetnenta  of  a  time  made 
illustriouB  by  its  great  protests,  and  by  its  heroic  de- 
votion to  freedom  of  cODncience  in  matters  of  church 
«nd  itale.  John  Mylea  waa  a  Baptist,  burn  in  a  re- 
gion which  had  long  uflbrded  protection  to  tlie  ]>erse- 
culeil  and  oppresaed,  and  whieh  was  the  birthplace 
of  Koger  Williama  and  Oliver  Cromwell.  A  leader 
of  hia  denomination  in  Wales,  he  exercised  great 
power  among  the  churches  there  and  in  England; 
was  among  the  fir^t  to  suffer  from  the  tyranny  of 
Charles  II.  after  the  restoration,  and  also  among 
the  iirst  to  seek  freedom  to  worship  Qod  on  tlicee 
ahoreH.  With  Nicliolaa  Tawner,  Obediah  Bruwn, 
John  Thomas,  and  others,  he  came  to  America, 
bringing  with  him  the  doctrines  of  his  church  in 
Walee,  a  devoted  heart,  and  a  calm  and  undying 
courage.  TUugbt  by  the  experience  of  Obediuli 
Holmes,  who  was  excommunicated  by  the  church  in 
Balem  in  1616,  who  waa  cruelly  condemned  by  the 
court  Bl  BoBton  to  suffer  puniebmeot  with  thirty 
lashes  from  a  three-corded  whip  for  preaching  heresy 
to  the  brethren  in  Lynn,  but  who  when  complained 
of  before  the  Plymouth  Court  was  simply  directed  to 
'refrain  from  practices  disagreeable  to  the  brethren,' 
taught,  mofevcr,  by  the  similar  experience  of  Roger 
Williams  that  Ihe  rights  of  conscience  were  not  uni- 
versally respected  even  in  New  Eugland,  he  betook 
himself  to  this  region  of  liberality  where  we  now  sit, 
and  founded  here  the  second  Baptist  Church  in 
America,  the  first  having  been  gathered  not  long  pre- 
vious at  Rehoboth,in  the  house  of  John  Butterworth. 
It  was,  however,  from  the  church  in  Swansea  that 
the  first  Holy  Covenant  emanated,  a  broad  and  libera) 
document,  in  which,  with  profound  piety  and  the 
warmest  Christian  charity,  it  is  declared  that,  "So 
we  are  ready  to  accept  of,  receive  to,  and  hold  com- 
munion with  all  such  BH  by  a  judgment  of  charily 
we  conceive  to  be  fellow-members  with  us  in  our 
bead,  Cbrut  Jteus,  though  differing  from  ua  in  such 


GOntrovcraial  points  as  ore  not  absolutely  a 
lially  neccnaary  to  sulvation."  It  !■  ditHcult  to  roaliM 
in  this  day  Ihe  difficultie*  whieh  nurroundwl  aueh 
generous  iieotimenta  as  these,  and  the  hiltor  petnecu- 
tion  exercised  towards  tlielr  itdvocatea  wbsn  John 
Myles  sought  shelter  within  the  narrow  doniaJn  of 
the  I'lymouth  Colony,  and  availed  hiiiiseir  of  the 
only  lilicral  .iurisdielion  then  on  earth — the  I'lymontli 
Court— fur  the  proU-ction  of  himself  and  liU  folluwvn. 
And  we  are  lilled  with  wonder  and  admiriilluit  ut  the 
powerful  influence cxeruisod  through  all  the  iigea  ll 
have  followed  by  lliia  narrow  Pilgrira  eiupini  of  in^ 
irandcntcunaeienoo,  religiuua  fruvdoni,  nnil  liumait  «l 
vution  and  uquulily.  ThupiiguiuriiinUiryiii 
with  ret:ards  of  imlioual  power  und  renowii,  mill  0 
liersonul  herotsui,  genius,  iind  greaiiicva,  but  tliey  a 
surrender  nuw  to  the  Immortal  force  of  that  Utile  col-1 
ony  which  set  the  fint  example  of  self-guverninont,  > 
nnd  in  an  iige  of  varioua  Hud  constant  ix^rsecatioi) 
laid  down  llie  law  of  personal  freedom  and  right 
What  a  noble  instance  of  true  devotion  to  the  high- 
est principle  It  waa  when  tho  followers  nf  John  Rob- 
inson, of  l<eydcn,  Calvinists  all,  opened  tlicir  doon 
to  the  followers  of  Itoger  Williama  and  John  Myloi, 
And  maiiifcetcd  their  grand  conception  of  the  true 
meaning  of  religious  toleration!  What  n  Icwciti  they 
taught  the  world  I  And  how,  aa  by  the  guiilnnce  nf 
the  Divine  Father,  who  '  maketh  Ills  auii  tu  rise  on 
the  evil  and  the  good,'  did  they  secure  to  tlicmaelves 
an  eternal  asaociaiion  with  tlie  radiant  fingrvm  of 
civil  and  religious  freedom  I  When  thu  I'ilgrini  at 
Plymouth  gave  tho  protection  of  his  little  oniony  to 
the  Baptist  driven  from  his  home  among  t)ia  moun- 
luins  of  Wales,  ho  took  to  his  heart  the  pli.neers  of 
human  progress  and  assertion,  und  became  one  iti  au 
immortal  copartnemhip  engaged  in  liberalising  and 
liumnnizing  and  elevating  the  cliurch  and  the  state; 
for  of  their  associates  in  this  great  work,  the  frieuib 
of  Roger  Williams  and  John  Myles.  Bir  Isaac  New- 
ton aaya,  '  The  Baptists  are  the  only  body  of  Cbria- 
liana  that  has  not  syniboliKed  with  the  Church  of 
Borne.'  Of  them  Itancroa  says,  '  With  greater  von> 
sislency  than  Luther,  they  applied  the  doctrinet  of 
the  Reformation  to  the  social  jKisitions  of  life,  and 
threatened  au  end  to  priestcraft  and  kingcraft, api rit- 
ual domination,  tltlee,  and  vassalage.  They  were 
trodden  under  foot  with  most  arrogant  scorn,  and 
their  history  is  written  in  the  blood  of  thousands  of 
Ihe  German  peaaantry,  but  their  principle,  secure  ia 
their  immortality,  escaped  with  Roger  Williams  to 
Providence,  and  his  colony  is  witness  tliat  oatunillf 
the  paths  of  the  Baptists  are  paths  of  freedom,  pleas- 
antness, nnd  peace.'  Of  them  Mr.  Locke  has  aatd, 
'The  Baptists  were  from  the  beginning  the  friends 
of  liberty,  just  and  true  liberty,  ci]ual  and  impartial 
liberty.'  Of  thcjn  Dr.  Williams  says,  'To  tliia 
body  English  liberty  owea  a  debt  it  can  never  ac- 
knowledge. Among  the  llaptista  Chriatiao  frcedoni 
found  lis  eiu-lieat,  ita  stanchest.  Its  most  consisleBl) 
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and  its  most  disinterested  champions.'  Of  them 
Judge  Story  says,  '  In  tlie  code  of  laws  established 
hy  them  in  Rhode  Island  wo  read  for  the  first  time 
since  Christianity  ascended  the  throne  of  the  Cassars 
the  declaration  that  conscience  should  be  free,  and 
men  should  not  be  punished  for  worshiping  God  in 
the  way  they  were  persuaded  lie  requires.'  Of  them 
the  world  may  now  say  that  their  spirit  has  become 
the  spirit  of  Christianity,  and  in  the  light  of  freedom 
which  poured  from  their  humble  abodes  all  denomi- 
nations, all  forms  of  faith,,  all  believers  walk,  sup- 
ported and  bound  together  by  one  sublime  sentiment 
that  they  are  all  '  heirs  of  God  and  joint  heirs  with 
Christ.' 

"  Casting  our  eyes  now  over  the  numerous  colonies 
which  two  hundred  years  ago  had  been  organized  on 
this  continent,  and  which  were  engaged  in  all  the 
▼arious  enterprises  for  which  colonies  are  founded, 
we  should  naturally  expect  for  this  fair  section  of  the 
Old  Colony,  founded  as  it  was  on  the  doctrine  of 
'  peace  on  eacth  and  good  will  to  men,'  an  immunity 
from  those  conflicts  with  hostile  savages  which  per- 
plexed and  distressed  and  threatened  to  destroy  many 
of  their  less  humane  and  more  worldly-minded  neigh- 
bors. The  lands  which  the  colonists  occupied  here 
had  been  secured  by  fair  and  honest  purchase,  and, 
with  the  exception  of  the  natural  antagonism  be- 
tween a  stern  and  high-toned  and  self-sacrificing  and 
self-respecting  form  of  humanity  and  a  wild  and  abo- 
riginal and  selfish  and  cruel  and  self-indulgent  and 
low-minded  and  hollow-hearted  product  of  a  society 
without  principle  or  regulation  or  thought  or  high 
purpose,  with  the  exception  of  antagonism  like  this 
between  man  in  the  image  of  his  Maker  and  man  in 
the  image  of  a  beast,  the  relations  existing  between 
the  early  settlers  of  this  town  and  their  savage  pre- 
decessors were  such  as  seemed  to  promise  long-con- 
tinued and  unbroken  peace.  But  to  the  wild  man  of 
the  woods,  who  carried  his  law  in  his  quiver,  and  toma- 
hawked his  enemy  with  impunity,  and  knew  neither 
hearthstone  nor  altar,  and  drove  his  squaw  from  the 
servitude  and  social  vulgarity  and  filth  of  a  wigwam 
to  the  toil  and  heat  and  weariness  of  the  cornfield, 
the  just  punishment  of  crime  and  a  rebuke  for  a  mis- 
demeanor were  equivalent  to  a  declaration  of  war  and 
an  attack. 

"And  so  when  Sausaman,  an  Indian  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts tribe,  a  disciple  of  Eliot,  was  murdered  and 
his  body  concealed  beneath  the  ice  in  a  pond  at  Mid- 
dleboroiigh,  and  his  murderers  brought  to  justice, 
Philip,  of  Mount  Hope,  considered  it  a  sufficient 
reason  for  a  rapid  development  of  the  murderous 
hostilities  for  which  he  had  long  been  preparing. 
Loaded  with  broken  promises,  black  with  treachery 
and  deceit,  thirsting  for  the  blood  of  those  whose  ad- 
vancing civilization  he  saw  was  developing  all  the 
arts  of  peace  and  the  health  and  joy  and  strength  of 
civilized  society  upon  the  lands  from  which  his  own 
debauched    and    war-stricken    and    plague-stricken 


tribes  were  gradually  being  exterminated,  he  struck 
that  fearful  blow  which  fell  two  hundred  years  ago 
u|Km  this  devoted  town.  It  was  on  a  day  of  fasting 
and  humiliation  and  of  prayer  to  Almighty  God  that 
He  would  avert  the  horrorsof  the  impending  war,  the 
24th  of  June,  1676,  that  the  savage  made  his  second 
attack  on  the  town.  The  people  here  had  been  lulled 
into  confidence  and  repose  by  a  consciousness  of  their 
own  honest  intentions,  and  by  daily  familiar  inter- 
course with  the  aboriginal  occupants  of  the  wigwams 
which  crowned  these  hills  and  sought  seclusion  and 
protection  in  these  valleys.  The  old  men  here  had 
taught  themselves  to  believe  that  their  gray  hairs 
were  safe  and  respected,  the  young  men  had  con- 
fidently applied  their  strength  to  a  better  service  than 
the  work  of  war,  the  nK>ther  had  long  since  laid 
aside  all  fear  for  the  safety  of  her  child,  the  child 
had  not  yet  learned  that  the  red-skinned  maiden  was 
her  natural  foe  when  the  mask  fell  from  the  lace  of 
the  savage  and  his  cruel  and  infernal  designs  became 
manifest.  The  doors  of  the  little  church  had  just 
closed,  and  the  worshipers  were  returning  to  their 
homes,  heavy  with  the  thought  of  the  danger  which 
hung  over  them  like  a  dark  and  threatening  cloud, 
when  the  attack  was  made.  We  are  told  that  one 
was  killed  and  others  were  wounded;  two  men  were 
killed  who  were  sent  for  a  surgeon,  and  near  Bourn's 
garrison  six  more  were  murdered,  upon  whoee  bodies 
the  savages  '  exercised  more  than  brutish  barbarities, 
beheading,  dismembering,  and  mangling  them  and 
exposing  them  in  the  most  inhuman  manner,  which 
gashed  and  ghastly  objects  struck  a  damp  on  all  be- 
holders.' 

"  The  war  became  general  throughout  the  Massachu- 
setts and  Plymouth  Colonies.  Philip,  subtile,  vindic- 
tive, ambitious,  and  desperate,  united  all  the  tribes 
from  the  waters  of  the  bay  to  the  Connecticut  River 
in  what  he  called  a  desperate  struggle  for  the  land  of 
his  fathers.  P'or  a  time  the  conflict  was  confined  to 
the  Plymouth  Colony,  and  Middleborough,  Taunton, 
and  Dartmouth  had  suffered  from  attacks,  but  Philip's 
emissaries  were  everywhere.  An  attempt  of  the  Eng- 
lish to  treat  with  the  Nipmunks  resulted  in  a  most 
bloody  and  disastrous  fight  at  Brookfield.  The  In- 
dians in  the  valley  of  the  Connecticut  entered  the 
field,  and  Hadley,  Hatfield,  and  Deerfield,  Long 
Meadow  and  Westfield,  Springfield  and  Northamp- 
ton, all  suffered  severely.  Even  the  *  Praying'  Indians, 
who  for  a  long  time  either  aided  the  English  or  were 
neutral,  began  to  join  the  warlike  bands  of  Philip. 
The  commissioners  of  the  colonies  found  it  necessary 
to  issue  a  declaration  of  war,  and  agreed  to  raise  a 
thousand  troops,  of  which  Massachusetts  was  to  raise 
five  hundred  and  Iwenty-seven,  Plymouth  one  hun- 
dred and  fifly-eight,  and  Connecticut  three  hundred 
and  fifteen.  Plymouth  promptly  responded.  Maj. 
Cudworth  was  chosen  commander-in-chief.  A  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  take  an  account  of  the  charges 
of  the  war,  '  the  salaries  of  the  commanders  and 
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eommoD  Holdien'  were  fixed, '  and  during  the  time  of 
danger  it  was  ordered  that  ever;  one  should  take  hb 
arms  to  meeting  on  the  Lord's  day  until  further  notSue, 
flirntshed  with  at  least  five  chargai  of  powder  aitd 
■hot,  under  penalty  nf  20«.  for  every  defnult.'  The  £d 
of  Deceiiibar,  167S,  woi  designated  by  the  several 
courts  an  a  day  of  humiliatioii,  fasting,  and  prajer 
throughout  the  colonies,  and  on  the  8tli  the  Maaaa- 
chuHetta  troops  under  Mnj.  AppIeloo,  the  Plymouth 
forces  under  MaJ.  Bradford,  and  the  Connecticut  forces 
nnder  Maj.  Treat  set  fortli  to  unite  upon  an  attack 
upon  the  Narragansott  country,  the  lioine  and  liead- 
quarters  of  the  hostile  Indians.  The  hardships  of 
that  ivinter  march  through  deep  auows,  the  murderous 
fire  of  the  aavagea  from  their  fort,  in  asaaulting  wliich 
Johnson  and  Davenport,  two  of  the  braveat  officer* 
from  Massuchuaetta,  fell,  the  deadly  conflict  within 
the  walls  of  the  fortification,  tlie  fiendiab  warfare  of 
the  savages,  their  desperate  struggles,  their  final  rout, 
the  destruction  of  their  entire  settlement,  in  which 
five  hundred  wigwama  were  burnt,  and  their  corn, 
atores,  and  utensils  were  destroyed,  and  many  of  tiieir 
men,  women,  and  children  perished  miserably,  form 
a  picture  of  colonial  trials  and  distreauea  from  which 
we  turn  our  eyes  in  horror,  and  whose  shadows  still 
fall  darkly  across  this  fair  land. 

"  The  war  was  now  transferred  to  the  interior.  The 
winter  campaign  was  trying  beyond  wordd  to  express, 
the  Indiana  declaring  that  they  would  'fight  to  the 
last  man  rather  than  become  servants  to  the  English,' 
und  the  colonies  feeling  that  they  were  struggling  for 
their  very  existence,  Laucaaler  and  Groton  became 
battle-grounds,  Marlborough  was  burned,  the  un- 
■peakable  horrors  of  Long  Meadow  were  enacted, 
the  slaughter  at  Sudbury  filled  the  colonics  witli 
dismay,  sorrow  returned  to  the  homes  of  the  Pil- 
grims, Plymouth  was  attacked,  and  the  remainder 
of  the  village  of  Middleborough  was  devoted  to 
destruction  ;  the  valley  of  the  Connecticut  was  again 
ablaze,  the  streaui  ran  blood,  and  before  midsummer 
of  16715,  after  less  than  one  year  of  war,  Muasauhu- 
aetts  aud  Plymouth  presented  one  aad  and  aiuken- 
ing  scene  of  the  atrocities  of  savage  warfare.  It 
is  diiTicult  now  to  describe  it.  A  people  thinly 
scattered  over  the  jileiisunt  land,  exposed,  feeble,  and 
few,  are  suddenly  swept  by  wild  aud  raging  war. 
The  sky  was  red  with  the  flames  of  burning  towns 
and  hamlets,  the  forests  rung  with  the  shrieks  of 
agonized  women,  the  piteous  appeals  of  children  torn 
from  their  mothers'  arms,  the  yells  of  triumphant 
savages,  all  commingling  ti]  tell  those  dark  and  dis- 
mal solitudes  the  fearful  story  of  man's  inhumanity 
to  man.  The  tale  of  suffering  U  siid  indeed.  At 
least  thirteen  towns  were  wholly  destroyed,  more 
than  six  hundred  stalwart  and  brave  men  of  the 
colonista  fell  upon  the  battle-field,  many  of  the  sur- 
vivors were  disabled  by  wounds  received  in  the  des- 
perate and  bloody  encounters,  almost  every  family 
bad  a  sufferer,  more   than   aix   hundred   buildings 


jed  Ly  fire,  and  the  feeble  ain 
colonies, — poor  indeed  before  the  war,  but  pover^  1 
atriekeu  after  it, — were  left  with  a  heavy  and  btu^J 
densome  war  debt.  When,  on  the  ISLli  of  AQguil, 
1076,  Philip  fell  and  the  war  ended,  a  land  bowed 
down  with  grief,  and  hung  everywhere  with  the 
drapery  of  war,  turned  prayerfully  to  God,  and  en- 
tered once  more  upon  ita  work  of  peace  and  pnigress. 

"  As  we  rehearse  tliis  story  of  sutTering  and  valor, 
my  friends,  how  our  hearta  are  filled  with  respect  for 
the  high  c|ualitiea  whicli  enabled  the  liberty-loviug 
fbundera  of  this  town  to  bear  themselves  with  aelf- 
possession  through  sucli  trying  scenes.  Vi'e  muse 
upon  a  life  like  theirs,  and  we  learu  how  heroes  are 
nnade  and  sturdy  and  heroic  people  are  born.  Tlie 
possession  of  those  high  moral  and  religious  fucullioa  h 
which  belonged  Ut  your  ancestors  seemed  to  be  usaui-  H 
ance  enough  that  human  rights  would  always  find 
Ijere  warm  and  nncomprutnising  defendem,  aud  the 
higlicet  doctrines  of  government  and  society  would 
Bud  uble  aud  fearless  ad  vocatea ;  but  l>om  the  events 
which  fill  with  romantic  interest  tlie  early  pages)  of 
your  history  we  may  lenrn  once  mure  liuw  iii  every 
crisis  American  nationality  and  American  Institutions 
would  find  here  eager  and  uver-rcaily  defenders.  Aud 
so  it  has  proved.  The  experience  of  the  old  Indian 
wars  has  not  been  in  vain.  Do  you  turu  with  amaze- 
ment to  that  little  armed  band  gathered  at  midnight 
un  the  green  at  Lexington?  Are  you  filled  with 
wonder  and  admiration  at  the  calm  courage  of  the 
men  of  action  at  the  bridge  at  Concord  T  Do  you 
look  with  breathless  astonishment  upon  the  self-)KMi- 
aeasion  displayed  by  the  patriots  at  ItunkerUill  l>efore 
the  imposing  approach  of  the  veteran  troops  of  Kng- 
land?  Remember,  then,  that  the  citizen-soldiery  of 
Concord  and  Lexingt<ni  and  Bunker  Hill  were  liein 
of  the  blood  and  traditions  of  the  great  Indian  cam- 
paigns, and  that  many  n  It  e  vol  if  tionary  soldier  learned 
Ilia  lessons  at  Louisburg  and  Quebec.  The  land  was 
filled  with  men  who  had  seen  service,  or  whose  aires 
and  grandsires  had  told  them  of  tlie  HdvenUires, '  the 
hair-Lreadlh  'scapes'  of  thoau  wild,  wintry  forest  eum- 
paigns.   Were  they  Ihentngereof  theohl  Freiicli  wiir? 

"The  half-liimud  savuge,  burrowing  from  tlviliau- 
tiiin  nothing  1ml  ita  maddening  vices  and  dualrnclivc 
weapons,  was  their  awurn  enemy,  llunl^inun  at  uiiua 
and  soldiers,  their  supply  of  provisions  on  iiiaiiy  of 
their  excursions  was  the  fortune  of  the  clioau  ond  a 
draught  from  the  mountain  stream  that  fruae  as  it 
trickled  from  the  rocks.  Instead  of  going  intu  <|uur- 
Cers  when  the  forest  put  on  its  sere  autumnal  uniform 
of  acarlet  and  gold,  winter,  Canadian  winter,  dreary 
midwinter,  un  frozen  lakes,  through  ice-bound  furests 
from  which  the  famislied  deer,  chased  by  the  gaunt 
wolf,  was  fain  to  fly  to  the  settlement,  called  the  poor 
rangers  to  their  field  of  duty. '.  .  .  Not  only  was  tlie 
foe  they  sought  armed  with  the  Uiniahawk  and  Uie 
acalping-knifc,  but  the  tortures  of  the  fugot  and  the 
atotke  were  in  reserve  for  the  prisoner  who,  for  wuunda 
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or  distance,  or  any  oilier  cause,  could  not  readily  be 
Hold  into  an  ignominious  slavery  among  the  Canadian 
French.  .  .  .  There  could  not  have  been  less  than 
twenty  or  thirty  of  the  citizens  of  Lexington  who  had 
learned  the  art  of  war  in  some  department  or  another 
of  the  military  colonial  service.  They  had  tasted  its 
horrors  in  the  midnight  surprise  of  the  savage  foe, 
and  they  had  followed  the  banners  of  victory  under 
the  old  provincial  leaders,  Qridley  and  Thomas,  and 
Ruggles  and  Frye,  up  to  the  ramparts  of  Quebec. 
Ko  wonder  they  started  again  at  the  sound  of  the 
trumpet ;  no  wonder  that  men  who  had  followed  the 
mere  summons  of  allegiance  and  loyalty  to  the  shores 
of  Lake  Champlain  and  the  banks  of  the  St.  Law- 
rence should  obey  the  cry  of  instinct  which  called 
them  to  defend  their  homes.  The  blood  which  was 
not  too  precious  to  be  shed  on  the  Plains  of  Abraham 
in  order  to  wrest  a  distant  colony  from  the  dominion 
of  France  might  well  be  expected  to  flow  like  water 
in  defense  of  all  that  is  so  dear  to  man.  And  so  the 
sons  of  the  old  warriors  of  this  town  served  their 
country  well  in  the  great  war  of  independence. 

"  But,  my  friends,  while  we  turn  with  pride  to  the 
high  and  honorable  record  of  this  town  in  its  early 
heroic  days,  and  remember  with  pride  the  battle-fields 
of  the  Revolution,  we  are  filled-  with  the  tenderest 
emotions  as  we  rehearse  the  gallant  deeds  performed 
by  our  sons  and  brothers  in  defense  of  the  flag  during 
the  trials  and  hardships  of  the  great  civil  war.  The 
events  of  this  imposing  chapter  in  our  national  his- 
tory have  passed  before  our  very  eyes.  We  heard  the 
gun  which  was  fired  on  Sumter;  we  knew  the  boys 
who  fell  at  Baltimore ;  we  sat  down  with  Grant  before 
Vicksburg,  and  followed  him  in  his  weary  and  bloody 
march  through  the  Wilderness;  from  our  firesides 
went  forth  the  men  who  swept  through  the  valley 
with  Sheridan,  and  traversed  the  victorious  highway 
from  Atlanta  to  the  sea  with  Sherman,  and  ascended 
Lookout  Mountain  with  Hooker,  and  sailed  with 
Farragut  and  Winslow.  The  tears  shed  over  the  suf- 
ferings at  Andersonville  and  Salisbury  and  the  Libby 
are  not  yet  dry.  The  widows  are  not  gone ;  the  or- 
phans yet  remain ;  the  wounded  soldier  still  walks 
our  streets.  Around  the  memory  of  many  who  are 
gone,  and  around  the  lives  of  many  who  are  still  with 
us  cluster  all  the  glories  of  that  conflict,  all  its  vic- 
tories and  defeat«i,  all  its  joys  and  sorrows,  all  its 
gloomy  morning  hours,  all  the  brilliant  achievements 
for  freedom  which  mark  its  close,  and  all  the  gentle 
asHocintions  which  soften  the  savagery  of  war,  and 
wliirh  CMpecially  bclonj?  to  this  great  conflict  for 
human  right.  History  Ikih  immortalized  the  generous 
and  self-sacrificing  deed  of  Sir  Philip  Sidney,  as  he 
stayed  the  hand  which  would  moisten  his  own  parched 
and  dying  lip  until  the  agony  of  his  expiring  com- 
rade had  been  relieved.  Shall  not  history  also  tell  of 
him  whose  last  words  were,  *  Write  to  mother,  and  tell 
her  I  behaved  well ;'  of  him  whose  glazed  eye  was 
turned  upon  the  picture  of  his  child  so  far  away,  held 


there  in  his  stiflening  grasp;  of  him  who,  defiant  of 
wounds,  rushed  on  to  battle  still,  and  who  fell  at  last 
with  this  message  on  his  lipe, '  Tell  my  father  I  was 
dressing  my  line  when  I  was  hit;'  of  htm  who  clasped 
to  his  heart  in  its  last  throb  the  written  words  of  her 
whom  he  loved ;  of  him  who  rejoiced  in  death,  and 
only  asked  that  he  might  be  buried  in  his  native  town  ; 
of  him  who  preferred  death  on  the  picket-line  to  a 
surrender ;  of  the  thousands  who,  we  are  told,  rose 
superior  to  the  agony  of  the  hospital  and  declared, 
as  the  holy  light  irradiated  their  pale  faces,  that  they 
could  die  without  regret  in  the  great  and  good  cause  I 

"  Shall  not  all  this  be  told  of  the  heavenly  voice 
uttered  by  Christian  heroes  bearing  to  the  battle-field 
all  the  moral  obligations,  the  kind  affections,  the  pious 
sentiment,  the  intelligent  devotion  of  free  and  edu- 
cated Christian  heroes  from  their  Christian  homes  ?  ^ 

"I  congratulate  this  town  upon  the  part  it  per- 
formed in  the  great  drama  of  this  continent,  perhaps 
of  this  age.  It  is  the  same  story,  I  know,  repeated 
so  often  in  the  thousands  of  towns  throughout  the 
North,  but  none  the  less  admirable  and  instructive. 

"  You  who  sit  here  have  not  forgotten  the  prompt 
and  ready  response  from  those  men  who  enrolled 
themselves  for  active  service  almost  before  the  sun 
which  rose  on  the  firstday  of  the  conflict  had  reached 
midheaven ;  those  who  started  forth  without  count- 
ing the  cost,  obedient  to  a  proud  sense  of  patriotic 
duty,  unmindful  of  doubt  and  hesitation,  and  forget- 
ful of  danger  and  death ;  those  men  who  first  taught 
foreign  and  domestic  foes  that  the  Union  had  its  de- 
fenders, and  who  saved  the  capital  of  our  country 
until  the  great  armies  of  the  war  could  be  brought 
into  the  field. 

"  Year  after  year  the  call  was  made  on  you,  and 
year  after  year  the  same  response  was  given.  A 
hundred  and  thirty-four  of  your  men  were  enrolled 
in  the  army  and  navy.  Large  sums  were  expended 
in  bounties  to  the  soldiers,  partly  contributed  by  pri- 
vate liberality  and  partly  drawn  from  the  treasury  of 
the  town.  Your  charities  were  large.  Individuals 
and  associated  effort  was  unremitting  in  smoothing 
the  rugged  pathway  of  the  soldier,  in  providing  for 
those  whom  he  had  left  behind,  and  in  alleviating 
his  toil  on  the  field  and  his  sufTerings  in  hospital  and 
camp.  From  your  firesides  to  every  battle-field  was 
stretched  the  silver  cord  of  affection  and  solicitude, 
bringing  home  close  to  your  hearts  the  great  events 
of  the  war,  and  binding  your  familiar  and  household 
names  to  every  far-off  spot  in  our  land  which  the 
war  clothed  with  immortal  renown,  for  your  sons 
were  on  every  field,  your  blood  was  spilled  in  almost 
every  conflict. 

"Tlie  sacrifices  which  you  made  were  great.  Of 
those  who  went  forth  twenty  laid  down  their  lives  in 
their  country's  service,  defending  her  flag  on  many  a 
hard-fought  field,  and  filled  by  your  public  declara- 
tions with  the  loftiest  principles. 

"  Of  this  chapter  of  heroism  what  an  impressive 
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beginning,  what  a  radiant  close  [  Fur  back  through 
the  generations  I  see  tlieni  now,  those  rarnest  and 
manly  sons  of  Puritan  warriors  and  teachers,  who  hiul 
'filled  the  pul|)iUi 

land  during  a  century  of  protest  nod  trial  and  aelT- 
■acrilice  and  defiance,  rising  higher  and  higlier  in 
their  indignant  sense  of  duty  us  [he  fierce  periods  of 
our  popular  Declaration  were  launched  forth  upon 
an  approving  Amcriuan  mind.  And  can  yon  not  feel 
with  theni  the  hot  blood  of  the  early  pioneers  cours- 
ing through  iheir  reins  as  the  ardent  appeals  went 
onf  The  memory  of  long  and  weury  trials  in  the 
cause  of  civilization  there  in  the  wildernoas,  of  the 
precepts  of  those  old  teacheis  who  were  gone,  of  the 
bloody  seas  through  which  they  had  been  brought  to 
tbeir  great  a&sertions  of  the  wrongs  of  the  past,  (his, 
Uid  their  glowing  understanding  of  tlie  promise  of  the 
present  hour  and  of  the  future,  all  inspired  their  minds 
with  wisdom  and  their  licarUi  with  courage  for  the  oc- 
casion. From  their  humble  homes  they  had  stepped 
forth,  not  to  follow  but  to  lead,  not  to  listen  alone  but 
to  speak,  not  only  to  be  taught  but  to  teach  mankind 
to  be  true  to  the  highest  demands  of  a  free  and  inde- 
pendent apirit.  It  was  to  the  voice  of  the  popular 
assemblies  like  these  that  our  fnthera  of  the  Itevolu- 
tion  listened.  It  was  the  wisdom  of  such  usseinblics 
that  guided  tbeir  councils  and  gave  the  American 
people  their  greatness.  It  was  this  spirit  that  made 
Swansea  heroic  when  the  first  ehot  was  ftred  at  Lex- 
ington, and  true  and  patriotic  when  the  6nit  gun  wan 
aimed  at  Sumter. 

"  And  now,  my  fellow-citizens,  this  brief  and  im- 
perfect story  of  the  piety  and  heroism  of  your  town 
for  two  centuries  is  told.  I  have  not  explored  the 
deepest  recesses  of  your  annals  for  marks  of  your 
eccentricity,  or  for  those  personal  details  which, 
while  they  amuse  for  the  hour,  make  no  appeal  to 
those  sentiments  of  pride  and  satisfaction  which 
should  fill  the  breast  of  every  man  who  muses  by 
the  graves  and  studies  the  high  qualities  of  his  an- 
cestors. 

"  I  have  not  forgotten  the  errors  here,  the  local 
controversies,  the  short-comings,  the  teniporary  irri- 
tations; but  I  have  passed  them  by,  and  have  en- 
deavored so  to  deal  with  your  history  as  to  till  your 
minds  with  respect  for  your  ancestors,  and  with  a 
determination  to  transmit  in  more  radiant  form  the 
blessed  institutions  which  you  have  inherited  to  those 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  preserve  them,  and  to  cele- 
brate them  at  the  next  centennial  anniversary  uf  the 
tragic  period  in  the  history  of  this  town." 


Bilillil  Obunli—Tt 


Th«  First  Baptist  Church  in  UassachiiBetts  was 
constituted  at  Rehuboth,  Bristol  County,  in  the  year 
16C3,  in  the  house  of  Jolm  Uutterworth.  The 
of  iU  constituent  members  were  John  Myles,  pastai 
James  lirown,  Nicholas  Tanner,  Joseph  Carpenler^ 
John  Dntterworlli,  Eldad  Kingsley,  and  llenji 
A I  by. 

As  this  is  the  flrat  Da plist  Church  lorincd  in  thb 
Slate,  and  as  its  origin  was  peculiar,  had  iho  event* 
of  its  early  history  been  preserved,  it  would  have  been 
n  mutter  of  unusual  interest  to  tlie  lk|>list4  of  the 
l^resent  time.  Hitherto  churches  of  this  order  had 
been  kept  out  of  every  New  ICnglaud  colony  except 
Rhode  Island.  An  attempt  was  made  to  form  one  in 
163>J  in  the  town  of  Weymouth,  but  it  was  defeated 
by  the  magistrates,  and  those  concerned  in  it  were 
scattered.  After  this  no  further  ellbrt  seems  to  Lave 
been  made  fur  more  than  twenty  ycara. 

The  history  of  this  church  possesses  more  than  ■ 
local  and  temporary  interest,  as  it  relates  to  the  reli- 
gious and  secular  interests  of  all  this  region  of  country 
for  a  period  of  more  than  two  centuries.  Indeed,  it« 
history,  with  that  of  some  of  its  pastors,  connects  it 
with  some  of  the  most  important  movements  in  the 
early  annuls  of  these  colonies.  Several  of  the  con- 
tiguous towns,  including  Warren  and  Darringtott,  now 
in  Rhode  Island,  and  Souierset  in  this  State,  furmed 
a  part  of  Swansea,  and  the  people  were  general  ly  in- 
terested in  the  church,  many  of  them  as  mciabers, 
and  most  of  them  us  adherents  and  uoudjutura.  Lib- 
eral measures  were  provided  fur  the  education  of  the 
young,  and  for  the  accommodation  of  all  the  people 
with  the  means  of  religious  instruction  and  warship. 
Among  the  must  active  of  the  men  thus  employed  was 
Mr.  Myles  and  Capt.  Thomas  Willett,  tlie  hitter,  who 
uta  later  |ierit>d  of  life  became  the  first  Bnglisb  mayor 
uf  New  York  on  its  cession  from  the  Duli:h.  tluppj 
would  it  have  been  fur  the  social,  educnlional,  aud 
moral  prosperity  of  the  town  of  Swansea  if  tlio  same 
principles  could  have  been  carried  to  their  maturity 
which  were  so  nobly  acted  on  in  the  first  (Hiriud  uf  its 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  church  waa,  in  a  manner, 
the  reorganization  of  an  exiled  church  driven  from 
Swansea,  in  Wales;  it  will  therefore  be  neceasary  to 
go  t4>  the  history  of  that  church.  It  is  known  that 
from  the  earliest  times  there  were  many  friends  of 
Christ  in  that  country,  who  were  greatly  multipliod 
afler  the  Reformation.  A  little  more  than  two  hnn- 
dred  years  ago  a  number  of  men  of  great  power  wora 
raised  who  preached  with  much  auccess,  and  maof 
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poople  were  turned  to  the  Lord.  Among  these  men 
was  Rev.  John  Myles,  the  founder  of  this  church. 
He  hegan  his  ministry  in  South  Wales  about  the  year 
1645,  and  was  instrumental  in  raising  a  church  in 
Swansea  in  1^49.  This  was  the  first  year  of  the  Pro- 
tectorate of  Oliver  Cromwell,  under  whose  govern- 
ment the  Dissenters  were  indulged  with  greater  lib- 
erty than  before,  the  result  of  which  greatly  tended 
to  the  prevalence  of  religion.  This  church  was  greatly 
prospered,  so  that  in  ten  or  twelve  years  between  two 
and  three  hundred  were  added  to  it.  Mr.  Myles  seems 
to  have  accepted  a  support  from  the  government,  and 
his  place  was  registered  as  thus  supported. 

After  the  death  of  Cromwell,  Charles  II.  came  into 
power,  and  the  "Act  of  Uniformity"  was  passed  in 
1662,  by  which  two  thousand  of  the  best  ministcrH 
were  ejected  from  their  places  because  they  refused  to 
conform  to  the  Church  of  England.  Among  these 
non -conformist  ministers  was  Mr.  Myles.  This  act, 
and  afterwards  the  Conventicle  Act  and  the  Oxford 
Act,  in  effect,  silenced  these  men.  This  was  a  time  of 
terror,  and  it  is  said  that  eight  thousand  persons  were 
imprisoned  and  reduced  to  want,  and  many  to  the 
grave.  In  this  state  of  things  Mr.  Myles  emigrated 
to  this  country ;  whether  he  was  accompanied  by  any 
members  of  the  church  besides  Nicholas  Tanner  is 
uncertain.  By  whom  and  for  what  reason  the  records 
of  that  church  were  brought  here,  as  also  the  circum- 
stances of  his  departure  from  Wales,  and  his  arrival 
in  this  country,  are  matters  to  us  unknown.  The  first 
knowledge  we  gain  of  him  in  this  country  is  that  he 
was  in  Ilehoboth  in  1663,  when  this  church,  now 
known  as  the  "First  Baptist  Church  in  Swansea," 
was  organized. 

As  soon  as  the  fact  of  its  organization  and  that  it 
was  maintaining  the  institutions  of  Christianity  be- 
came known,  the  orthodox  churches  of  the  colony 
solicited  the  court  to  interpose  its  influence  against  it. 
This  movement  was  probably  led  on  by  the  same  per- 
sons who  instigated  proceedings  against  Holmes, 
Clark,  and  Crandal,  by  which  they  were  imprisoned, 
scourged,  and  fined  in  1651  for  holding  public  wor- 
ship in  the  town  of  Lynn.  The  same  sleepless  vigi- 
lance which  had  followed  them  pursued  this  little 
church,  and  each  of  its  members  were  fined  five  pounds 
for  setting  up  a  public  meeting  without  the  knowledge 
and  approbation  of  the  court,  to  the  disturbance  of 
the  peace  of  the  place.  They  were  ordered  to  desist 
from  their  meetings  for  the  space  of  a  month,  and  ad- 
vised to  remove  their  meeting  to  some  other  place 
where  they  might  not  prejudice  any  other  church. 
Upon  this  order  and  advice  Mr.  Myles  and  his  church 
removed  from  Rehoboth  to  New  Meadow  Neck,  a 
place  south  of  Hehoboth,  which  is  now  Barrington, 
II.  I.  Then  it  was  not  embraced  in  any  town.  They 
appear  to  have  erected  a  house  for  worship  soon  after 
their  removal  beyond  the  bounds  of  Rehoboth.  This 
house  seems  to  have  been  about  two  and  a  half  miles 
from  the  present  house,  west. 


In  1667  the  Plymouth  Court  ghinted  to  this  church, 
with  others,  a  grant  of  a  town  to  be  called  Swansea. 
The  grant  of  this  town,  that  the  Baptists  might  have 
a  resting-place,  shows  that  the  Plymouth  Colony  was 
much  more  tolerant  than  the  Massachusetts  Colony. 
We  now  find  our  fathers  of  this  church,  with  their 
pastor,  free  from  oppression.  On  the  incorporation 
of  the  town  the  churdh  entered  into  covenant  with 
each  other,  as  appears  by  the  covenant  itself  on  record. 
Whether  they  had  a  covenant  before  is  not  known ; 
neither  have  we  any  means  of  knowing  whether  the 
church  increased,  diminished,  or  remained  stationary. 

In  1675  the  Indian  war  commenced,  under  King 
Philip,  of  Mount  Hope.  This  town  and  this  church 
first  felt  the  calamities  of  that  war,  which  spread  such 
devastation  over  much  of  New  England.  Here  it  first 
began.  While  this  church  was  engaged  in  public 
worship,  the  Indians  were  preparing  to  attack  the 
people  of  this  new  and  unprotected  town  on  their  re- 
turn home.  They  killed  one  and  wounded  others. 
Here  its  effects  fell  with  great  severity,  as  it  is  said 
one-half  of  Swansea  was  burned.  The  house  of  Mr. 
Myles  was  made  into  a  garrison.  As  to  the  state  and 
progress  of  the  church,  we  have  nothing  to  enlighten 
us.  From  the  nature  of  the  case  all  must  have  been 
gloomy. 

Mr.  Myles  preached  much  of  three  years  in  Boston, 
previous  to  1679,  and  whether  this  church  was  supplied 
during  his  absence  is  doubtful.  About  this  time  the 
town  voted  to  remove  the  meeting-house  to  the  lower 
end  of  New  Meadow  Neck.  It  seems  this  idea  was 
abandoned,  and  it  was  voted  and  ordered,  Sept  30, 
1679,  "  that  a  meeting-house  of  forty  feet  in  length 
and  twenty-two  in  breadth  and  sixteen  feet  between 
joints  be  forthwith  built."  From  the  above  and  other 
records  it  appears  the  place  of  meeting  was  changed, 
and  that  the  minister  went  there  also. 

Feb.  3, 1683,  Mr.  Myles  closed  his  labors  on  earth, 
having  been  in  the  ministry  about  thirty-eight  years. 
His  age  and  the  place  of  hid  burial  are  unknown,  but 
he  left  a  character  behind  that  will  be  honored  as  long 
as  Palmer's  River  shall  run.  He  was  succeeded  by 
Capt.  Samuel  Luther,  who  was  ordained  July  22, 1685, 
by  Elders  Emblen  and  Hull,  of  Boston.  He  was  a 
man  of  character  and  talents,  and  discharged  with 
exemplary  fidelity  the  duties  of  his  office  for  nearly 
thirty-two  years.  He  died  Dec.  20,  1716,  and  was 
buried  at  Kickamuit.  During  his  ministry,  probably 
about  1700,  the  meeting-house  was  removed  to  near 
Myles'  Bridge.  Perhaps  this  might  have  had  some 
connection  with  the  separation  of  Barrington  from 
Swansea,  and  its  formation  into  a  separate  town.  The 
church  seems  to  have  prospered  to  a  considerable  ex- 
tent during  the  whole  of  Elder  Luther's  ministry. 
We  cannot  say  how  large  it  was  with  certainty,  prob- 
ably about  two  hundred,  scattered  in  Rehoboth,  Mid- 
dleborough,  Bellingham,  Haverhill,  Taunton,  and 
what  is  now  Warren  and  Somerset. 

In  1704,  Mr.  Ephraim  Wheaton  became  associate 


with  Elder  Lather,  and  at  his  dealh  tolv  pastor.  In 
1718  the  church  records  seem  to  begin.  Mr.  Wlieaton 
■Lppeera  to  have  been  a  man  who  exerted  a  great  and 
good  influence  on  the  church,  and  on  othen  sIm). 
EU  ministry  wa£  eminently  succe«srul,  and  the  church 
was  highly  prosperouii.  According;  to  the  reeords  wo 
hiive,  about  one  liundred  were  added  to  the  church. 
He  died  April  26,  17^4,  in  the  Beventy-fifth  year  of 
liis  age,  and  was  buried  in  Rehobotb. 

Id  1733,  April  ISth,  Mr.  Samuel  Maxwell  vm  or- 
daiued  aiuiociHte  with  Mr.  Wbeaton,  and  at  hia  dealb 
became  sole  pastor.  He  continued  till  April  IS,  173!), 
when  he  was  dismissed.  About  fifty  were  added  to 
the  church  during  his  ministry. 

For  two  or  three  years  the  church  waa  without  a 
pastor,  after  the  dismissal  of  tlicir  former  one,  when 
the  labors  of  Elder  Benjamin  Harrini;ton  was  ob- 
tained, and  he  wua  installed  paJttor  Aug.  16,  1742. 
He  was  dismissed  May  3,  1750. 

In  1748,  Mr.  Jabez  Wood,  of  Middleboroiigh,  a 
member  of  this  church,  was  requested  to  supply  the 
pulpit.  Accordingly  he  supplied  three  years  and  a 
half,  and  was  ordained  pastor  Sept.  5,  1751. 

At  the  time  Mr.  Wood  waa  ordained  the  church 
was  without  deacons.  Benjamin  Cole  died  in  1748, 
and  Jonathan  Eingaley  in  1760.  These  meu  served 
in  this  ollice  from  172S  till  they  died  in  old  age, 
having  executed  important  tniiita  for  the  church  in 
tlieir  day.  The  first  notice  we  find  of  deacous  in  the 
records  is  that  John  Thomas,  Nathaniel  Luther,  and 
Richard  Harding  were  ordained  deacons  in  1718,  that 
the  two  first  named  died  in  the  discharge  of  their 
holy  trust,  but  when  they  died  we  cannot  any.  To 
supply  the  deficiency  of  these  necessary  olUcere,  Rob- 
ert Wheaton  and  Thomas  Peck  were  chosen  Aug.  G, 
17G2.  Deacon  Peck  served  about  seven  years  till  the 
time  of  his  death,  in  1770.  lie  wus  a  useful  inun. 
His  place  was  supplied  by  Nicholas  Thomas  till  1771, 
'  when  he  was  removed  from  hia  sphere  of  usefulness 
on  earth  to  rest  with  God,  At  the  death  of  Ueaeon 
Thomas,  David  Klngsley  was  elected  clerk,  and 
served  forty-five  yoara.  In  1776  he  was  also  chosen 
to  the  ofBee  of  deacon,  and  served  more  than  fifty 
yctiCH.  He  died  Oct.  25,  1830,  aged  ninety-two. 
Thomas  Kingsley  wae  chosen  deacon  in  1771,  and 
served  till  his  death  in  1800,  aged  eighty-three.  The 
two  Deacons  Kingsley,  David  and  Thomas,  were  men 
unusually  free  from  fault,  and  good  niou,  but  not  very 
efficient.  Deacon  Wheatou  lived  to  a  great  age,  aud 
was  higiily  esteemed.  He  was  the  oon  of  Rider 
Wheaton,  and   died   Nov.  22,  1780,  aged   iiiiiety-lwo 

The  interests  of  the  body  seemed  to  droop  and  de- 
cline for  a  length  of  time,  when  Elder  Wood  vacated 
his  ofhce  in  177S  or  1779,  the  precise  date  not  being 
on  record.  The  state  of  tlie  church  was  uow  de- 
pressed and  low.  The  number  of  members  when  he 
left  is  not  known,  as  no  list  of  members  had  ever 
been  kept,  and  the  alterntions,  except  by  baptism. 


,  kept  with  accuracy.  The  whale  countrf  1 
was  nan  in  perilous  circumntancee,  being  involved  in 
the  Revolutionary  war.  Those  neareet  theaea-sbore 
BuiTered  the  most,  and  this  people  was  not  exempL 
On  the  2Slh  of  May,  1778,  tlie  Ituptist  meeting-hou 
and  parsonage  in  Warren  were  burned  by  Drltidb 
troops,  and  Mr.Tliompatm,  the  pastor,  taken  prisoneiv 
In  this  afHicted,  depresnud,  and  scattered  slate,  tlitf 
church  wus  nnable  to  Huslain  public  worahip.  It 
wus  proponed  to  return  tu  the  maternal  b<woai,  UIL 
they  might  be  able  to  return  to  Warren  as  befon. 
This  proposal  was  accepted,  and  the  brethren  ii 
manner  joined  this  church.  Mr.  Thompson  b 
the  po^r,  and  settled  with  the  people,  Oct.  7, 177ft. 

The  settleinunt  of  a  minister  so  dcecrvedly  eink' 
iienl,  and  the  accexaioii  of  help  from  Warren,  eoeuwil 
to  put  now  Ufa  into  this  hoily.  The  l<urd  uvitloitt^ 
came  with  the  new  pastor,  as  he  baptized  one  auif 
three  days  after  his  election,  and  two  more  before 
the  lat  of  January,  ]7Sti.  During  that  winter  fal- 
lowing there  was  a  greai  revivol  of  religion,  not  only 
in  this  church  but  throughout  the  country.  This  has 
been  called  tlie  year  of  the  great  revival.  The  num- 
ber baptised  hero  was  sixty-seven,  in  1781  fire  more, 
making  seventy-five  since  Mr.  Thomiwou  became 
pastor.  About  this  time  the  remains  of  the  Oak 
Swamp  (jhurcb  joined  here  in  tlic  s 
Warren  brethren  had  done.  Thest 
dered  this  church  large,  and  in  some  respecti 
titrong,  though  there  is  no  means  of  knowing  the 
exact  number.  There  is  probability  that  it  wa« 
nearly  or  ([uite  two  hundred. 

In  1786  the  Warren  bretliren  went  buck,  wuro  re- 
organized, built  a  house  of  worship,  and  ncain  had 
the  institutions  of  the  gospel  at  home.  The  imm- 
her  who  returned  was  twenty-eight. 

In  178D  the  I^rd  was  pleased  to  ap(>eiir  agitin  to 
build  up  Zion,  and  fifty-four  were  baptieed,  wbidi 
greatly  encouraged  the  heart;)  of  both  pastor  and 
people.  This  was  a  very  interesting  revival,  and 
greatly  added  to  the  strength  of  the  churuh. 

In  1801  the  Lord  again  visited  hia  people,  and 
twenty-six  were  baptized.  The  lust  baptism  in  thu 
place  by  Mr.  Thompson  oceurreii  Sept.  fl,  181)^ ;  witli 
the  year  he  closed  his  pastoral  relation,  utter  buv- 
ing  served  with  ability,  fidelity,  luid  sue^-ctui,  a  little 
more  than  twenty-three  yenia.  Uuring  his  ministry 
one  hundred  and  seventy-six  were  baplixed  by  him 
and  added  to  the  church.  The  fimt  seven  pustora 
occupieil  a  term  of  one  hundred  and  forty  yean, 
averaging  twenty  years  to  each.  Perhagis  this  pty 
riod  of  the  cxiatence  of  the  church  is  hy  fur  the 
moMl  important,  not  only  for  its  general  iiinlorical 
interest,  but  for  the  influence  of  tfie  church  upon 
all  the  surrounding  community. 

Mr.  Thompson  was  snccecdc<l  hy  Rev.  William 
Northrup,  probably  in  the  spring  of  1804.  He  con- 
tinued four  years,  and  baptized  twenty-nine  and 
received  eight  others,  in  all  thirty-aeven. 
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He  was  followed  by  Bey.  William  Barton,  who 
preached  two  years  but  without  success.  He  was 
dismissed  at  his  own  request  in  the  spring  of  1810. 

In  1811,  Rev.  Abner  I^wis  became  a  member  and 
the  pastor  of  this  church,  and  preached  here  till 
April,  1819,  when  he  was  dismissed.  He  departed 
this  life  July  7,  1826,  aged  eighty-one,  and  is  in- 
terred in  the  burial-ground  connected  with  this 
house. 

AAer  his  dismissal  the  church  was  supplied  by 
Elder  Benjamin  Taylor,  a  preacher  of  the  Christian 
Connection,  who  continued  for  a  part  of  two  years, 
when  he  closed  in  the  spring  of  1821. 

The  next  minister  was  Rev.  B.  Pease,  until  1823; 
Rev.  Luthor  Baker,  from  1824  to  1882;  Jchhc  Briggs, 
two  and  a  half  years;  O.  J.  Fisk,  from  Oct.  1,  1836, 
to  April  1,  1836;  Abicl  Fisher,  from  1836  to  1846; 
J.  J.  Thacher,  1846  to  1854;  Silas  Hall,  1854  to 
1857;  J.  W.  Horton,  1857  to  1864;  Rev.  A.  W.  Ash- 
ley settled  as  pastor  July,  1864,  closed  his  labors  Oc- 
tober, 1867;  Rev.  J.  A.  Baskwell,  settled  May,  1868; 
closed  his  pastorate  Se'ptember,  1870;  January,  1871, 
called  Rev.  C.  Bray  to  the  pastorate,  he  closed  his 
labors  May,  1874;  the  church  was  supplied  by  R.  E. 
Barrows  and  others  until  April,  1876,  when  Rev.  J.  W. 
Horton  was  settled  for  the  second  time;  he  closed  his 
labors  about  the  lat  of  January,  1882. 

The  present  pastor,  Rev.  G.  W.  Bixby,  commenced 
liis  labors  in  February,  1882. 

Up  to  1846  this  church  occupied,  probably,  the 
oldest  church  in  this  county,  and  the  oldest  Baptist 
house  in  America.  Tradition  says  it  was  built  the 
year  after  Elder  Luther's  death,— that  is,  in  1717,  and 
in  1723  an  order  was  passed  by  the  church  for  raising 
money  to  complete  the  payment  for  building  the 
meeting-house.  It  was  forty-one  and  a  half  feet  long 
and  thirty-three  feet  wide,  about  twenty-two  feet  be- 
tween joints,  unplastered,  and  open  to  the  roof  tHl 
1802.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  this  church,  the  first 
Baptist  Church  in  Massachusetts  and  the  fourth  in 
America,  has  maintained  its  visibility  over  two  hun- 
dred years.  Four  churches  have  been  formed  from 
this. 

The  church  is  now  in  a  low  state,  having  been  re- 
duced by  deaths,  removals,  and  exclusions,  numbering 
now  about  fifty.  Most  of  these  are  elderly  persons, 
invalids,  or  on  the  retired  list,  unable  to  do  much  for 
the  church  or  cause  of  Christ.  The  senior  deacon, 
who  for  many  years  had  been  the  leading  spirit  in  the 
church,  died  Nov.  29,  1882,  at  the  age  of  ninety-two. 

The  Non-Sectarian  Christian  Church.'— Swansea 
was  settlcfl  by  men  who  believed  in  liberty  of  con- 
science. Probably  it  was  the  only  town  within  the 
territorial  jurisdiction  of  the  Pilgrims,  which  recog- 
nized the  right  of  free  thought.  While  all  desired 
freedom  for  fheniseheSj  nearly  all  in  that  age  would 
"use  the- sword  of  the  civil  magistrate  to  open  the 
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understandings  of  heretics,  or  cut  them  off  from  the 
State,  that  they  might  not  infect  the  church  or  injure 
the  public  peace." 

John  Myles,  the  first  minister  of  the  town,  while 
exposed  to  persecution  in  his  native  land,  had  learned 
the  lesson  of  tolerance.  Not  only  did  the  town  in  its 
organic  capacity  concede  freedom  of  religious  opinion, 
but  the  church  of  which  he  was  pastor,  although 
composed  of  Baptists,  admitted  to  communion  all 
persons  who  (the  original  covenant  declared),  "by  a 
judgment  of  charity,  we  conceive  to  be  fellow-mem- 
bers with  us  in  our  head,  Christ  Jesus,  although  dif- 
fering from  us  in  such  controversial  points  as  are  not 
absolutely  and  essentially  necessary  to  salvation.'' 
The  successors  of  Mr.  Myles  were  Calvinistic  Baptists, 
and  the  church  covenant  was  changed  to  harmonize 
with  their  views.  That  church  (now  under  tlie  pas- 
toral care  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bixby)  is  the  oldest  con- 
gregation of  the  Baptist  denomination  in  the  State  of 
Massachusetts. 

Perhaps  the  erection  by  the  town  of  the  "  new 
meeting-house  on  the  lower  end  of  New  Meadow 
Neck"  (in  what  is  now  Barrington,  R.  I.),  in  1680, 
may  have  been  one  reason  why  the  inhabitants  of  the 
''easternmost  part  of  the  town  upheld  a  religious 
meeting"  at  a  more  accessible  place.  Although  ser- 
vices were  maintained  from  "  about  the  year  1680," 
there  was  no  formal  church  organization  until  1693. 
In  the  original  record  book  (very  plainly  written  and 
still  in  excellent  condition)  the  church  is  styled 
simply  a  "  Church  of  Christ  in  Swansea."  No  doc- 
trinal tests  were  made  conditions  of  admission,  but  all 
Christians  were  recognized  as  possessing  equal  rights 
in  the  "household  of  faith."  Perhaps  there  was 
then  no  other  church  in  all  the  earth  which  received 
as  members  all  Christians  irrespective  of  divergent 
opinions  concerning  the  various  points  of  speculative 
theology.  In  1725,  nearly  half  a  century  after  the 
"  meeting"  was  established  and  a  third  of  a  century 
after  the  church  was  organized,  it  was  decided  to  re- 
ceive members  only  by  the  "laying  on  of  hands." 
The  church  was  then  ecclesiastically  independent. 
From  the  year  1803  to  1819  it  was  represented  by 
"  messengers"  in  the  "  Yearly  Meeting  of  the  Six- 
Principle  Baptists."  After  a  connection  of  sixteen 
years  with  that  body  the  church  withdrew,  declaring 
"  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  the  great  head  of  the  Church 
to  be  their  leader,  and  the  Scriptures  a  rule  to  govern 
their  faith  and  practice  by,  and  receive  their  princi- 
ples and  doctrine  from."  This  action  was  taken  Feb. 
10,  1820.  The  church  thereby  regained  the  freedom, 
says  the  record,  "  which  it  enjoyed  under  the  pastoral 
care  of  Job  and  Russell  Mason  before  it  was  consid- 
ered a  branch  of  the  yearly  meeting."  From  that 
time  to  the  present  all  persons  giving  satisfactory 
evidence  of  Christian  character  have  been  welcomed 
to  the  communion,  and  also  to  membership  in  the 
church.  A  few  years  ago  the  church  united  with  the 
"  Rhode  Island  and  Massachusetts  Christian  Confer- 
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snce,"  but  this  relation  does  not  ruatrtct  fellnwaliip, 
as  the  Coarerencc  ilittcarda  doctrinul  lentM  in  regard  to 
BufajectH  concerning  which  Christians  differ  in  opinion. 

As  there  whs  for  thirteen  yenra  n  congregulion 
without  a  church,  so  tliere  whs  u  religious  service 
without  a  clergym&n.  The  rcconl  book  says,  "We 
uphold  a  religious  meeting  partly  by  some  Impmving 
their  giftH  among  us  and  partly  by  helps  from  other 
piaceH."  In  1G93,  Thomas  Dames  wus  ordained  pas- 
tor. It  has  been  represented  thnt  he  wus  n  man  of 
some  note  in  Plymouth  Colony.  He  was  one  of  the 
original  proprietors  of  the  town,  although  a  very 
young  man  when  tlia  first  settlement  oi»:urrod.  Ac- 
cording to  the  system  of  "ranking"  adopted  soon 
After  the  charter  of  Swansea  was  obtained,  Mr.  Barnes 
belonged  to  the  "second  elauii"  of  the  landed  aris- 
tocracy, as  did  also  Bamuel  Luther,  who  succeeded 
John  Myles  as  pastor  of  tlie  Baptist  Church,  The 
Colonial  Records  a  (lord  incidental  but  positive  proof 
that  the  "court"  acknowledged  the  validity  of  his 
claim  to  be  recognised  as  a  clergyman,  nolwithstand- 
ing  he  was  a  "Separatist,"  The  church  record  says, 
"  Our  beloved  elder,  Thomas  Barnes,  continued  with 
us  till  June  S,  1706,  and  then  it  pleased  God  to  re- 
move him  by  death."  When  he  assumed  the  duties 
of  pastor  the  church  consisted  of  only  seventeen 
members.  There  is  no  statement  ou  record  of  the 
number  received  in  the  thirteen  yeucs  of  his  ministry, 
but  nine  years  ader  hia  decease  the  church  had  one 
hundred  and  twenty-nine  members.  Making  due 
allowance  for  tosses  by  death  and  from  other  causes, 
it  will  be  perceived  that  the  increase  was  remarkable. 
This  growth  aJTurds  evidence  of  tlie  efficiency  of  both 
Hi.  Barnes  and  his  immediate  successor. 

Among  the  former  soldiers  of  Cromwell  who  imme 
to  thid  country  at  the  time  of  the  restoration  of  the 
Stuart  family  to  the  English  throne  was  one  Samson 
Mnson.  From  him  are  descended  most  of  the  rather 
numerous  familiea  of  that  name  now  residing  in  this 
vicinity.  Six  of  his  sons  were  living  in  or  near  Swan- 
sea when  the  youngest  was  seventy  year«  old.  One  of 
the  soils,  Isaac,  was  the  fimt  deacon  of  this  church; 
anotlier  son,  Joseph, succeeded  Mr,  Barnes  as  pastor; 
a  third  son  of  Samson  Mason,  I'ulatiuh,  was  the 
father  of  three  ministers, — Job,  Russell,  and  John, — 
two  of  them  serving  as  pastors  of  this  church,  as  also 
-did  their  cousin  Benjamin,  son  of  Samson  Mason, 
Jr.,  these  prophets  not  being  without  honor  in  llieir 
own  country  and  among  their  own  kin. 

There  is  evidence  that  a  considerable  part  of  the 
Increase  in  the  numerical  strength  of  tlie  church, 
already  mentioned,  occurred  in  the  early  part  of  the 
ministry  of  Joseph  Mason.  It  is  assigned  us  a  reason 
for  the  ordination  of  liis  colleague,  John  I'icrce,  in 
1715,  that  it  "  hud  pleased  Ood  to  increase  our  num- 

The  first  meeting  of  the  voters  of  the  parish  of 
which  there  is  a  record  look  place  in  1719,  the  con- 
gregsljon  concurring  with  llie  uliurcli  in  the  election 


uf  Joseph  Miiiton  as  pastor.  ITu  had  lung  scrrcd  In 
that  uapacity,  and  this  action  was  taken  to  avoid  legal 
difnculiiea.  The  town  of  Barrington  had  .not  lan| 
before  beiin  set  olT  from  SwunicK  that  a  Puritaa 
minister  might  bo  supported  therein  hy  taxation,  r*. 
pcnted  elforU,  beginning  abiiut  the  time  of  the  ufili- 
uation  of  Mr.  Barnes,  having  failed  to  indUL-o  or 
compel  the  undivided  lownsliip  to  conform  In  the 
custom  which  prevailed  elsewhere  throughout  tlie 
colony.  The  inhabitants  of  the  remaining  piirtJuu  of 
the  town  disliked  both  the  esclusive  spirit  of  Puri- 
tanism and  the  Bystein  of  taxation  for  the  supponaf 
religious  institutions.  When  Mr.  Mason  was  in  due 
form  pronounced  thelawful  pastor, he  publicly  docUred 
himself  satisfied  with  the  voluntary  eoiitrilnitions  uf 
the  cungr^iition  for  his  subsistence,  and  oxprauly 
waived  all  claim  to  support  by  taxation,  while  recog- 
nizing the  duly  of  all  "to  uphold  and  uiaint«tu  ye 
ministry  and  worship  of  Ood  in  ye  severall  churches 
or  congregations  where  they  res|ieclively  buloiig  or 
assemble,"  "  and  not  in  any  other  church  or  cougre- 
gation."  It  was  while  Joseph  Mason  was  pastor  and 
John  Pierce  his  assistant  that  the  meeling-house  was 
built  (to  bo  described  in  a  subsequent  paragraph), 
which  for  more  than  a  century  was  occupied  for  pub- 
lic worship. 

Joseph  Mason  died  in  1748,  John  Pierce  iu  1760, 
each  attaining  "  the  great  age  of  about  ninety  yean." 
They  had  "  in  January,  1737-38"  (in  January,  1738, 
"  new  style"),  requested  the  church  to  provide  theui 
a  colleague,  and  Job  Mason,  a  nephew  of  the  senior 
pastor,  was  selected.  Four  months  afler  the  choice 
was  made,  in  May,  1738,  lin  was  ordained,  A  few 
months  after  the  death  of  Joseph  Mnson  the  legal 
voters  of  the  parish  ratified  the  action  of  the  church, 
and  Job  Mason  declared  that  he  was  intisltcd  with 
such  support  OS  hU  hearers  should  "  freely  and  will- 
ingly" ulUird  him,  "also  denying  any  snpjiorl  by  way 
of  a  tax,"  regartling  the  voluntary  syHlem  "to  he 
moat  agreeable  to  the  mind  of  Ood,  coiituinol  in  the 
Scrijitures." 

Favored  with  the  ministry  of  this  judicious  pastor 
And  able  preacher,  the  church  attained  a  great  degree 
of  pnieperity.  In  later  times  many  of  tlie  older 
Diembers  recalled  the  "days  of  Job  Mason"  as  tlie 
"golden  age"  in  the  history  of  the  church.  "She 
uonL  forth  her  boughs  unto  the  seuuud  brancheti  unto 
the  river."  In  1753  thirty-three  niembuw  residing 
in  or  near  Rehoboth  were  dismissed  at  their  own  re- 
quest to  constitute  a  church  to  meet  in  that  town. 
Daniel  Martin,  a  member  of  thia  church,  was  or- 
dained pastor.  It  is  worthy  of  mention  that  the 
gentleman  who  now — one  hundred  and  thirty  years 
uftcr — supplies  an  acceptably  the  pulpitof  that  parish 
is  likewise  a  native  of  Swansea  and  a  son  of  this 
church.  In  I7(i8  several  niunihcm,  with  otlicni  from 
lU'hoboth  and  some  from  Pnividuncu,  It.  I.,eniigniti.'d 
to  "Suckvllle,  a  township  in  the  government  nf  Nova 
Seoiia"  (now  New  Brunswick).     Before  reuioviug  to 
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their  new  home  the  adventurers  met  at  Swansea  to 
be  organized  as  a  church,  and  Nathan  Mason,  of  this 
place,  a  son  of  the  second  Samson  Mason,  was  or- 
dained pastor. 

After  a  useful  ministry  of  many  years.  Job  Mason 
died  at  the  age  of  fourscore,  one  month  afler  the 
battle  of  Hunker  Hill,  July  17,  1775.  Several  of  his 
descendants  are  members  of  the  church  at  this  time. 

Russell  Mason  was  chosen  colleague  with  his 
brother  Job  in  1752,  and  was  pastor  (and  also  much 
of  the  time  clerk  of  the  church)  until  his  death  in 
1799,  at  the  age  of  eighty-five  years.  The  period  of 
his  ministry  comprehended  the  stirring  scenes  of  the 
Revolutionary  war  and  all  those  important  events 
t'onnectcd  with  the  transformation  of  the  American 
colonics  into  a  nation.  Undoubtedly  the  church  was 
somewhat  depleted,  perhaps  depressed,  in  "  the  time 
that  tried  men's  souls,"  and  between  July  17,  1775, 
and  Dec.  28,  1780,  there  is  not  a  single  entry  in  the 
book  of  records ;  but  the  record  last  referred  to  im- 
plies that  public  worship  had  been  regularly  main- 
tained. In  1788  members  living  in  Dartmouth  were 
organized  "for  religious  worship,"  and  John  Mason 
(a  brother  of  Job  and  Russell)  was  ordained  pastor. 
He  died  in  1801,  aged  eighty-five  years.  The  church 
speedily  recovered  much  of  its  former  strength,  for 
within  the  year  1789  there  were,  it  is  recorded, 
"eighty-six  persons  baptized  and  added!  to  the 
church."  The  widow  of  Russell  Mason  long  sur- 
vived him,  and  (in  accordance  with  a  vote  of  the 
church  after  her  husband's  decease)  continued  to 
occupy  the  parsonnge  until  her  death. 

The  oldest  son  of  the  first  Samson  Mason  bore  his 
name.  He  remained  unmarried  until  about  seventy- 
three  years  of  age;  when  he  was  eighty  the  youngest 
of  his  four  children  was  born.  Like  Israel,  he  called 
the  son  of  his  old  age  Benjamin,  Like  his  brother 
Nathan,  already  mentioned,  Benjamin  Mason  became 
a  minister.  In  1784  he  was  ordained  to  assist  his 
cousin  Russell,  and  at  his  senior's  death  succeeded 
him.  He  died  in  1813,  at  the  age  of  eighty-three 
years.  It  will  be  noticed  that  the  posterity  of  the 
sturdy  soldier  evinced  by  their  longevity  the  posses- 
sion of  some  of  the  characteristics  which  gave  to  the 
adherents  of  the  Protector  the  appellation  of  "Oliver's 
Ironsides."  For  more  than  a  century  the  successive 
pastors  bore  his  name,  and  the  one  who  died  youngest 
attained  the  age  of  eighty  years. 

Increasing  infirmities  prevented  Mr.  Mason  from 
preaching  statedly  for  several  years,  although  he  fre- 
quently participated  in  the  services  when  his  colleague 
preached.  An  aged  member  of  the  church,  recently 
deceased,  could  recall  but  one,  and  that  the  last  oc- 
casion on  which  he  addressed  the  people  of  his  charge. 
The  venerable  man,  after  alluding  to  that  feeling  of 
loneliness  which  sometimes  oppresses  the  aged  pastor 
when  he  realizes  the  changes  wrought  by  death,  as  he 
misses  so  many  of  the  attendants  on  his  early  minis- 
try, and  to  his  consciousness  of  the  decay  of  his  own 


powers,  preached  on  "  The  Perpetuity  of  Faith,  Hope, 
and  Love"  from  the  text,  "Now  abideth  faiths  hope, 
charity,  these  three."    > 

In  1801,  Philip  Slade  (ordained  as  an  evangelist 
fourteen  years  before)  became  assistant  minister ;  afler 
Mr.  Mason's  death  he  sustained  the  relation  of  pastor 
until  the  close  of  1819.  He  had  been  unable,  how- 
ever, to  perform  all  the  duties  of  that  position  for 
several  years,  even  the  Sunday  service  being  fre- 
quently omitted.  For  some  time  the  church  obtained 
transient  "  supplies"  for  the  pulpit.  Afterward,  with 
Mr.  Slade's  approbation,  Benjamin  Taylor,  then  pas- 
tor of  the  North  Christian  Church  in  New  Bedford, 
was  engaged  to  preach  at  a  special  service  on  Sunday 
afbcrnoons,  the  pastor  continuing  the  stated  meeting 
in  the  morning.  But  the  great  congregations  which 
assembled  to  hear  Mr.  Taylor  so  contrasted  with  the 
meagre  attendance  at  the  forenoon  service  that  Mr. 
Siade,  who  was  not  aware  of  the  failure  of  his  own 
mental  faculties,  became  much  dissatisfied.  Eventu- 
ally the  church,  by  vote,  decided  to  dissolve  the  pas- 
toral relation,  as  the  "  beloved  elder  is  out  of  health 
both  in  body  and  mind." 

Although  this  action  was  taken  with  much  una- 
nimity, at  least  two  members,  both  deacons,  sympa- 
thized so  much  with  Mr.  Slade  that  they  withdrew 
from  the  church.  Some  others  followed  their  exam- 
ple, but  the  strength  of  the  parish  was  not  sensibly 
impaired,  for  in  less  than  a  year  afterwards  there 
were  two  hundred  and  ninety-eight  members  con- 
nected with  the  church. 

Soon  alter  tlie  dismissal  of  Mr.  Slade  the  church 
(with  the  concurrence  of  the  congregation)  made 
choice  of  Mr.  Taylor  as  pastor.  The  position  was  a 
diflicult  one,  and  it  was  with  some  reluctance  that  he 
accepted  the  call.  But  his  ministry  was  highly  suc- 
cessful. He  won  the  esteem  of  the  entire  commu- 
nity, and  often  officiated  in  the  pulpits  of  the  various 
denominations  in  the  vicinity.  He  remained  with 
the  parish  ten  years,  in  which  time  one  hundred  and 
thirty-three  persons  were  added  to  the  church. 

In  his  youth  Mr.  Taylor  made  several  voyages  at 
sea.  He  always  retained  an  interest  in  the  welfare 
of  seamen,  and  some  time  afler  leaving  Swansea  he 
established  the  Mariners'  Bethel  at  Providence,  R.  I. 
Mr.  Taylor  was  born  at  Beverly,  Mass.,  in  1786,  and 
died  in  Michigan  in  1848.  He  had  three  brothers 
who  were  ministers,  and  a  sister  who  was  a  minister's 
wife. 

Richard  Davis  became  pastor  in  November,  1830. 
and  discharged  the  duties  of  thatoflUce  two  years  and 
six  months.  He  died  at  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  in  1868. 
A  few  years  before  his  death,  and  a  third  of  a  cen- 
tury after  the  dissolution  of  his  connection  with  the 
parish,  the  church  sent  a  liberal  sum  of  money  to 
assist  him  in  bis  old  age.  The  church  edifice  now  in* 
use  was  built  while  Mr.  Davis  was  pastor,  although 
it  was  not  ready  for  occupancy  until  the  beginning  of 
the  ministry  of  his  successor.        ^ 


Mr.  DaviK  was  iucceeded  b^  James  J.  Thalcher. 
His  ordioatioD  as  (laator  was  the  Rrat  that  had  oc- 
curred aiace  1784.  Ho  remained  with  ihe  church 
nearlj  eight  yean.  Hii  iDiniatry  here  was  very  auc- 
oesiiAil,  aa  were  hii  Eiibtequent  labor*  eliewhere.  Mr. 
Thatcher  was  born  in  Staffbrdabira,  England,  in  IHII, 
and  died  in  the  town  of  Rehoboili,  Mass.,  in  1874. 
The  later  yeara  of  hia  ininiatry  wore  upcnt  with 
churcliea  of  the  Baptist  deonnii nation,  and  at  one 
time  he  wiis  pastor  of  the  Baptist  Cliurch  in  Swan- 
sea. 

In  Outober,  1842,  Isaiah  Haley  was  ordaiuetl  pas- 
tor. Although  a  worthy  man,  hia  miniatry  with  this 
church  continued  only  a  few  uionths,  Uia  death  Ittot 
place  in  1869  in  the  State  of  Maine. 

The  neit  pastor  was  Jonathan  Thompaou.  He 
WHS  born  in  Vermont  in  1794,  and  entered  the  minis- 
try at  an  early  age.  In  New  York  State,  in  the  courae 
of  nine  yeara,  he  organized  several  churches.  After 
leaving  New  York  he  was  pastor  at  Fall  Kiver  two 
years,  and  at  Boston  two.  From  Boston  he  removed 
to  Swansea,  in  the  year  lS-13,  to  take  the  pastoral 
<!are  of  this  church.  At  the  end  of  five  years  he  ao- 
-cepted  u  call  to  Providence,  where  he  remained  until 
1850,  when  he  returucd  to  tliia  place,  and  supplied 
the  pulpit  to  the  close  of  the  year  1851.  He  died  in 
New  York  in  1866,  nt  the  age  of  aeventy-twu  year^. 

The  Suriday-scltool  wus  organized  in  the  early  part 
of  Mr.  Thompson's  miniatry,  probably  iti  the  spring 
of -1844.  In  that  year,  and  ibr  the  gratification  of  the 
inembem  of  the  infant  organization,  who  marched  in 
procession  from  the  church  to  the  grove,  each  wear- 
ing a  red  ribbon  asabadge,  was  instituted  the  "clam- 
bake," atill  recurring  annually  on  the  lust  WedncHdny 
of  August. 

Mr.  Thompson's  successors  are  all  living,  and  it 
will  aullice  to  mention  their  names,— H.  P.  Guilford, 
from  1848  to  1850;  between  1851  and  1804,  S.  Fel- 
lows, B.  F.  Summerhell,  S.  K.  Sweetman,  and  0.  H. 
Allen  ;  from  18M  to  the  present  time,  J.  W.  Oaborn. 

In  former  times  this  church  was  known  as  a  mother 
of  churches;  In  later  yeara  a  large  proportion  of  its 
young  members  have  made  their  homes  in  neighbor- 
ing citicD,  and  in  this  way  it  has  helped  to  increusu 
the  strength  of  many  congregation  a.  Mure  than 
twenty  of  its  membera  have  been  ministers,  but  of  the 
number  only  one,  the  Rev,  William  Miller,  is  now 

The  first  deacon  of  the  church,  as  haa  been  stated, 
was  Isaac  Mason.  Witliout  recording  the  names  of 
«11  who  have  served  in  that  position,  it  may  be  men- 
tioned that  within  the  present  century  five  have 
■borne  the  name  of  Baffin  ton, —three  brothers,  Gard- 
ner, John,  and  Stephen,  Martin,  a  son  of  John,  and 
Benjamin  T.,  a  son  of  Stephen.  The  lost- mentioned 
father  and  son  atill  survive,  although  Gardner,  the 
older  of  the  two  brothers  of  Deacon  Stephen  Buffiii- 
ton,  began  to  othciate  three-fourths  of  a  century  ago. 

It  ia  of  interest  to  notice  in  the  early  records  how 


mben  which,  Ihongh  ' 
,11  ocmi.y  «  ,,l.c 


frequentlyoccur  the  name 
borne  by  remote  deacendi 
the  list. 

The  religious  service*  on  Sundaya  in  the  olden 
times  consisted  of  a  meeting  fbr  preaehlng  at  elevoi 
o'clock,  and  o  meeting  for  prayer  and  exhortation  n 
four  o'clock.  The  fashion  of  preaching  but  r>ne  scrmiwl 
un  Sunday, so  common  now  but  generally  rc^^rdod  a 
an  innovation,  Una  with  occasional  cxceptiiina  loug 
prevailed  in  this  church,  perhaps  from  the  time  of  the 
ordination  of  the  flnit  pastor.  There  in  a  iradilion, 
nn  which  the  church  records  throw  no  light,  that 
first  tinginij  wnit  excluded  from  the  serviees, 
certain  that  there  was  opposition  to  Ihe  usenf 
aota  at  the  time  they  were  introduced  by  »  _ 
When  the  "service  of  song  in  the  hniutemfthe  Liin!'* 
came  to  be  regarded  aa  an  important  part  uf  public 
worship,  it  was  scarcely  possible  to  provide  book! 
the  congregation.  From  what  was  perhaps  .the  only 
hymn-book  in  the  parish  the  minister  rt'ud  a  hymn; 
lie  then  passed  the  book  to  one  of  the  deacons  (thcM 
oBiciaU  then  occupying  elevated  scats  near  the 
pulpit),  and  be  read  a  line  or  couplet;  after 'that  was 
aung  be  read  as  much  more,  and  thus  the  alternate 
reading  and  singing  continued  to  tlioeud  of  thehyi 

At  one  time  there  was  dissatisfaction  on  tlio  part 
several  members   because  the  majority  "  would 
approbate  women's  public  speaking  in  the  church  bf^ 
way  of  exhortation."     The  church  censuretl    thoM 
disaffected    members,   but  subset] uently   the  ceovun 
was  by  unanimous  vote  expressly  revoked. 

As  was  the  ciuttinu  ulso  in  the  I'uritnn  mo«lhig- 
liousus  in  tht'  former  days,  tlie  acxas  occupieil  oppu- 
Btte  sides  of  the  audience- room. 

The  congregation  early  built  or  otherwise  obtained 
a  liouae  of  worship,  for  in  1719  a  parish-meeting  was 
held  "in  the  mouting-house  near  Witliam  Wood's," 
and  before  the  end  of  that  year  it  was  proposed  to 
"  make  some  addition  to  the  meeting-house."  This 
project  was  not  carried  into  effect,  but  "  soon  after"  a 
new  house  was  built.  In  the  Puritan  Cliurcbes  of 
New  England  there  was  (even  within  a  time  quite 
recent)  a  strong  prejudice  iigaiost  kindling  lires  iu  n 
liouse  of  worship.  But  the  builders  of  Ihc  inocting- 
liouseof  172Udid  not  ahare  that  supervtition.  Two 
platforcus  of  brick  were  constructed,  each  surrounded 
by  a  row  of  bricks  turned  up  edgewise  (with  no  nut- 
let for  anioke  or  gas),  nud  in  cold  weather  charcoal 
lircs  were  kept  burning  upon  them.  The  house  was 
built  of  oak  and  chestnut,  and  fttood  until  the  cliurcb 
edifice  now  uaed  was  occupied.  In  the  "  September 
gale"  (1815)  tba  roof  was  blown  ofl'.  The  building 
was  B(|uare  in  form,  and  when  the  roof  was  replaced 
it  was  so  turned  that  what  had  been  the  ends  of  tli« 
house  became  the  aidca.  At  one  extremity  of  the 
audience-room  there  was  a  pulpit  large  and  high. 
Hanked  by  the  "  deucotis'  seals."  These  were  not 
merely  for  ornament  but  use,  for  it  is  recorded  that 
at  a  regular  church-meeting;  for  the  transaotioQ  of 
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business  two  brethren  were  chosen  deacons,  but  as 
some  members  were  absent,  that  action  was  sub- 
mitted to  an  adjourned  meeting  on  the  following 
Sunday,  when  unanimous  approval  was  expressed; 
the  deacons-elect  (although  to  be  "ordained"  on  a 
subsequent  occasion)  "  then  took  their  seats."  What 
better  example  can  be  found  of  a  recognition  of  both 
the  rights  of  voters  and  the  dignity  of  office?  At 
the  rear  end  of  the  room  and  on  both  sides  were  gal- 
leries capacious  enough  to  accommodate  a  large  part 
of  the  congregation. 

The  spacious  and  pleasant  edifice  now  occupied  was 
dedicated  April  10,  1833.  The  noted  Luther  Baker 
preached.  All  the  clergymen  who  participated  in 
the  services  have  passed  away  from  this  life.  The 
house  was  entirely  remodeled  and  somewhat  enlarged 
in  1873. 

The  land  comprised  in  the  churchyard  of  the 
former  house  was  given  "  for  the  accommodation  of  a 
meeting-house,"  by  Dr.  William  Wood  and  Capt. 
John  Brown.  The  portion  given  by  the  latter  is  de- 
scribed in  the  deed  as  a  triangular  lot  of  one-half 
acre.  An  adjoining  lot  was  given  for  a  parsonage  in 
1772  by  Deacon  James  Brown.  The  parsonage  was 
bought  for  thirty  pounds,  and  moved  to  the  place 
where  it  stood  until  torn  down  in  1805.  Previous  to 
that  purchase  the  church  had  received  bequests  from 
ICdward  Luther,  Jonathan  Sladc,  and  Anna  Monroe, 
and  soon  after  one  from  Sybil  Slade.  Borrowers  paid 
interest  in  some  cases  by  "sweeping  the  meeting- 
house" and  in  "coals  for  the  meeting-house."  The 
depreciation  of  the  currency  was  such  that  only  "  nine 
dollars  and  one-eleventh  in  silver"  were  realized  from 
a  debt  of  "fifty  pounds,  old  tenor."  One  of  the 
"communion  cups  of  solid  silver"  was  given  by 
Katherine  Til  ley,  and  the  other  by  Elizabeth  Slade. 

In  times  more  recent  the  church  has  been  blessed 
with  benefactors.  Tamar  Luther,  Candace  Bright- 
man,  William  Mason,  Joseph  G.  Luther,  Elizabeth 
Bosworth,  the  sisters  Joanna,  Lydia,  and  Hannah 
Mason,  Mary  Gardner,  Phebe  Kingsley,  Samuel  and 
Patience  Gardner,  and  Betsy  Bushee  Pierce,  by  will 
or  otherwise,  have  given  money  or  pews,  the  income 
of  which  assists  in  defraying  the  current  expenses  of 
the  parish.  These  generous  persons  are  held  in 
grateful  recollection  by  those  who  enjoy  the  benefit  of 
their  considerate  kindness. 

Possibly  this  is  the  oldest  church  in  Massachusetts 
which  never  had  legal  connection  with  a  town.  A 
brief  outline  of  events  connected  with  its  history  has 
been  given,  but  the  real  history  of  a  church  (and  es- 
pecially of  one  including  among  its  members  so  many 
generations,  with  modes  of  thought  and  life  so  diver- 
gent) can  never  be  written.  The  effects  of  moral 
forces  no  man  can  chronicle,  for  no  man  can  compre- 
hend. 

The  Six-Principle  Baptist  Church.— In  1820, 
after  the  termination  of  Elder  Philip  Slade's  con- 
nection with  the  parish  of  which  he  had  been  pastor, 


he  conducted  services  at  the  residence  of  Deacon  El- 
lery  Wood.  His  adherents  were  recognized  by  the 
Six-Principle  Baptist  Yearly  Meeting  as  a  church  of 
that  denomination.  Deacon  Wood  bequeathed  his 
homestead  for  the  maintenance  of  worship,  and  for 
several  years  after  his  decease  meetings  were  statedly 
held  on.  Sundays  in  a  room  of  the  dwelling  which 
became  the  residence  of  the  pastor,  Elder  Oomstock. 
Occasional  services  were  held  aft^r  the  removal  of  Mr. 
Oomstock  for  some  time,  but  not  in  the  few  years  past. 
The  farm  is  held  by  a  trustee  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Six-Principle  Baptist  denomination. 

Christ  Church,  Swansea  Yilla^.'— Bishop  East- 
burn,  in  his  official  report  of  1846,  says,  "For  the 
establishment  of  the  church  in  this  place  we  are  in- 
debted, under  God,  to  the  zealous  labors  of  the  Rev. 
Amos  D.  McOoy.  rector  of  the  Ohurch  of  the  Ascen- 
sion, Fall  River." 

The  church  record  states  that  "  Mr.  McOoy  offici- 
ated in  this  village  on  Sunday  evenings  and  other 
occasions  from  the  second  Sunday  in  May,  1845, 
until  November,  1847." 

At  that  time  no  regular  religious  services  were  held 
in  the  community,  the  "  Union  Meeting,"  which  ded- 
icated its  house  of  worship  about  1880,  having  disin- 
tegrated. There  were  then  but  four  communicants  of 
the  Protestant  Episcopal  Ohurch  resident  in  the  town, 
and  they  wore  members  of  St.  Mark's,  Warren,  R.  I., 
and  probably  it  was  atlhe  suggestion  of  the  rector  of 
that  church  (the  Rev.  George  W.  Hathaway)  that 
services  were  first  held  in  Swansea. 

The  Sunday-school  was  organized  and  superin- 
tended by  Dr.  George  W.  Ohevers  (then  a  practicing 
physician  in  Fall  River,  and  afterwards  a  successful 
clergyman  of  the  church),  "who  with  exemplary  self- 
denial  and  untiring  assiduity  devoted  himself  to  this 
labor  of  love.  This  gentleman,  for  the  nine  months 
previous  to  January,  1848,  conducted  lay-reading  on 
Sunday  mornings  and  aft;ernoons.  He  also  engaged 
in  soliciting  funds  toward  the  erection  of  the  church," 
and  doubtless  his  labors  went  very  far  toward  making 
the  enterprise  successful. 

Prominent  among  the  first  organizers  of  this  parish 
were  the  Hon.  John  Mason,  Oapt  Preserved  S.  Gard- 
ner, John  A.  Wood,  John  E.  Gray,  Hon.  George 
Austin,  William  Pearse,  and  Benjamin  H.  Ohase. 
Of  these  only  two  (the  last  mentioned)  were  ever 
communicants.  Oapt.  Gardner  was  formerly  a  Bap- 
tist. But  thisy  were  all  men  of  integrity,  faithful 
supporters  of  the  church,  and  regular  attendants  at 
its  services. 

William  Pearse,  John  A.  Wood,  and  Oapt.  Gardner 
at  their  decease  left  to  the  parish  five  hundred  dollars 
each  as  a  permanent  fund  for  the  support  of  the 
church. 

Mr.  William  Pearse,  though  residing  three  miles 
from  the  village,  and  perhaps  more  naturally  con- 
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nected  with  St.  Mark'a,  Warren,  dlwfiys  made  it  a 
point  of  honor  to  lupport  and  attend  witli  hia  familj 
this  lera  flourisliing  uhurcli;  and  thii  high  principle 
of  devotioo,  cbarauteristic  of  that  old  church  faniilj', 
hag  continued  to  lie  exemplified  in  Mr.  WilHam  H. 
Fenne  and  family,  who  cume  in  timti  to  Inlca  the 
place  of  liis  uncle. 

Mr.  John  A.  Wood,  tlinugh  never  n  uunmunicaut, 
wait  devotedly  ntUiclied  t(>  the  Berviuiu  uf  lliu  diurch, 
aiid  for  many  years  voluntarily  aanunicd  tlio  cure  of 
the  Lord'H  houBe  without  coinpenvatiou,  and  was 
alwaya  particular  tbat  it  should  lie  com  fori  able  and 
in  order.  And  after  liiH  decease  lila  son,  Henry  (>. 
Wood,  immediately  Huccceded  liiui  as  u  voilryinan, 
and  liaa  \nRg  ainco  «ervcd  llio  iiuriah  an  warden,  treoa- 
urer,  and  clerk  with  a  faillifulntMa  woriliy  of  liia 
father's  example. 

Benjamin  II.  Cbii»e,  llie  only  survivor,  when  aliout 
forty  years  ol  age,  prepared  for  the  ministry  and  work 
of  the  eburch,  to  which  ha  was  ordiiiued  by  Itlsbop 
Eastburn  in  1S54,  and  at  this  present  time  (1S83|, 
after  a  term  of  nearly  thirty  years  uf  active  and  suc- 
cessful labors,  is  the  highly-esteemed  rector  of  St. 
Faul'H  Church,  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  which  he  is  serving 
for  the  fineeoth  successive  year.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chnoo 
did  much  toward  cBtabliBliiag  Christ  Churdi,  and  are 
still,  as  they  ever  have  been,  deeply  interested  for  its 
present  and  future  usefulne^. 

TIte  loss  of  those  ftrat  supjiorters  haa  never  been 
ftilly  repaired  by  any  new  accessions  to  the  puriuh. 

Christ  Church,  Swansea,  waa  duly  organiEed  aa  a 
parish  under  the  statute  of  this  commonwealth  on 
the  Tth  of  January,  184ti.  The  first  vestry  was  com- 
posed as  follows;  William  Pearse  and  John  Mason, 
Esq.,  wardens;  John  A.  Wood,  Joseph  D.  Nichols, 
Preserved  S.  Oardner,  Uenjamiu  M.  Chase,  and  Jubo 
E.  Gray,  vestrymen. 

The  building  committee  wore  John  E.  Gray,  John 

A.  Wood,  and  William  Pearse. 

The  services  of  the  church  were  held  at  first  in  the 
Union  meeting-house. 

The  church  edifice  was  built  largely  by  subscrip- 
tions outside  of  the  community,  and  was  consecrated 
the  2d  day  of  December,  1847,  at  ten  o'clock  A.M., 
by  the  lU.  Bev.  Manton  Eastburn,  of  Massat^husetla. 

There  were  present  of  the  clergy  the  Rev.  T,  W. 
Snow,  of  Taunton;  Jamea  Henry  Eames  and  John 

B,  Richmond,  of  Providence;  James  Mulcaby,  of 
Porlamouth;  Benjamin  Watson,  of  Newport;  and 
George  W.  Hathaway,  of  Warren. 

The  buildiiig  is  a  neat  wooden  structure,  of  simple 
Romanesque  architecture,  finished  to  the  roof  inside, 
has  about  two  hundred  sittings,  and  cost  about  two 
thousand  dollars. 

The  bell  cost  one  hundred  and  sixty-three  dollare,  ' 
and  the  handsome  pipe-organ,  which  was  buitt  to 
order  in  1667,  cost  one  thousand  dollars.  These  were 
both  obtained  by  contributions  solicited  at  homo  and 
abroad. 


The  font,  of  "  Pictou  stone,"  was  presented  hy  theH 
ladieu  of  St.  Midiael's  Church,  ItrisUd,  R.  1. 

"Five  infants  and  two  adults  received  baptiw 
and  five  penons  were  confirmed  during  the  time  Id 
McCoy  officiated  in  this  parish." 

The  first  rector  wun  the  Rev.  John  fi.  Ridin 
of  Providence,  R.  1.,  who  served  from  Jan.  I,  1 
till  the  1st  of  January,  18A2. 

He  was  succcedud   by  the   ItuV,  lli'ujumin  Aualil^ 
who,  at  hia  request,  was  ruloiMcd  from  hi» 
tnent  uflui  the  1st  of  Nuvenihur  uf  the  sama  ycur. 

About  the  beginning  of  the  year  ISHS  the  HewM 
Williuni  Withinglon,  of  Bi>st'iu,  took  cJiurgo  of  tl 
puri«h,  and  remained  until  tlio  Isl  uf  Jauuur 

Ilu  was  .ucccciled  hy  the  Uuv.  William  It.  ColburD 
uf  whose  ttirin  i>f  service  the  records  uru  nol 

The  Rev.  N.  Wulson  Muur'H:  was  duly  dc«tv>l  n 
tor  March,  18/59,  and  cIumhI  his  oHicial  rduiion*  ti 
the  parish  February,  ISiii. 

Tlie  church  was  then  served  by  the  Huv.  A. 
Wylie,  rector  of  the  Chiirdi  of  the  Asctiisi 
River,  and  hy  hia  aiwistiint,  the  itev.  A.  E.  Turtalf  1 
until  April,  ISGS,  when   the  Rev.  George  Ileutoti, 
Af.A.,  of  Oaiubridge,  ICngland,  became  lli«  nwidoiK 
minister,  and  reniaiiiud  until  August,  ISiiU,  wlivn  liu 

In  June,  1871,  the  Rev.  N.  Wutaon  Munroo  re- 
suuied  the  care  of  the  parish  and  remained  ccuUit 
until  Euster  Monday,  1S77,  wiicn  he  resigned. 

The  Rev.  William  T.  Fitch,  rector  of  the  Aacen- 
aioD,  Fall  River,  soon  assumed  the  charge  and  iilHci- 
ated  most  of  the  lime  until  about  the  IsC  of  July, 
1881,  when  the  present  rector,  the  Uov.  Otis  U.  Wright, 
of  Providence,  R.  I.,  began  his  labors. 

The  valuation  of  the  parish  property,  including 
firlecn  hundred  dollars'  invcstmenta,  is  fuur  IhouNiud 
five  hundred  dollant. 

The  monibership  of  the  church,  whidi  haa  always 
been  small,  at  present  numbers  but  fourteen,  and  the 
Sunday -school  has  twenly-aix  scholars. 

The  population  of  the  community,  which  would 
nuturally  be  considered  as  the  parish,  is  only  about 
two  hundred,  nearly  one-fourth  of  whom  are  con- 
noclcd  with  other  Christian  bodies,  though  most  of 
them  take  more  or  less  inlerest  In  the  services  of  this 

Aa  in  most  of  the  agricultural  towns,  many  of  the 
young  people  leave  the  parish  for  vocatiuutf  in  other 
places,  where  they  often  become  active  and  inHuential 
churchmen  because  of  their  early  home  training,  so 
that,  though  the  permanent  growth  of  Christ  Church 
baa  been  both  slow  and  small,  tlie  work  of  the  parisli 
has  been  vitally  important  both  to  the  community  and 
to  the  church  at  large. 

This  parish  has  always  received  financial  aid  from 
the  Diocesan  Itouni  of  Misaiiins,  and  for  nniny  years 
ita  various  interests  have  been  largely  sustained  by 
the  liberality  of  Mr.  Frank  S.  Stevens,  well  known  as 
the  principal  business  uiau  of  the  place. 
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The  charch  wmrdeiMi  at  present  are  Willimm  H. 
Pearee  and  Heniy  O.  Wood,  and  the  TeBtrjmen  are 
F.  8.  SCeTems  Dr.  J.  L.  Wellington,  T.  a  Chace, 
Jon  AS  Altham,  and  Jeremiah  Gray. 

The  UniTenalist  Sodetj  of  Swanaea  aad  Se- 
hoboth. — More  than  twenty  yean  ago  Mr.  A.  M. 
Rhodes  began  to  preadi  on  alternate  Sundays  in  the 
former  school-hoose  known  as  Liberty  Hall,  at  Swan- 
sea Factory.  Subsequently  Union  Chapel  was  erected, 
in  which  Mr.  RhcMles  still  officiates  once  in  two  weeks. 
The  Iste  James  Eddy,  Esq.,  a  well-known  and  highly 
C8tecnie<l  citizen  of  this  town,  was  accustomed  to  con- 
tribute liberally  for  the  support  of  this  society,  of 
which  lie  was  a  steadfast  member  from  its  origin. 

Military  Record*  1861-65.— The  following  en- 
1isto«l  to  fill  the  quota  of  this  town  during  the  war  of 
the  ]M>cllion : 


AlIen^XlwrlMa 
AII<*n,  Tlieodora  H. 
A»hlnn,  Utnrj  TL 
AMen,  Jofwfih. 
Boaworth,  OUt. 
Bottrorth,  Josrph  W, 
BiiiuBi,  Bdward. 
Bojd,  Wm.  A. 
Barney,  W.  T. 
Bnmey,  Ghariaa. 
BnfllnKton,  R.  I4. 
BafllnKtoti,  G.  O. 
Blandiog,  Vrank. 
Brown,  Wm. 
Beanboacliar,  Yktor. 
Caaa,  D.  H. 
Cbaae,  Raiiban  (2d). 
Chaae,  Reaben  (3d). 
Cliaaa,  Chriatopbar. 
Chaae,  F.  R. 
Chaaa,  C.  D. 
ClMMe,  Wm.  P. 
(VIIina,8tflithan. 
CAlillInn,  l>annta. 
OoiihHI,  Jiunaa  H. 
Gnmell,  Alexandar. 
David,  Joappli  J. 
Dempaey,  Joaeph. 
DItann,  John. 
Edriy.O.  II. 
Eagan,  John. 
Follet.  John  J. 
Follet,  Wm.  H. 
French,  Wm.  II. 
Fuiilda,  Robert. 
Franke,  Jowiih. 
Flt7.pAtrick,  John. 
Graham,  Iwae. 
Graham,  Henry. 
Green,  Wm.  II. 
Gibha,  Horatio. 
Godfoe,  George. 
Hamlin,  Wm. 
Heath,  Cliarlaa. 
Hnnter,  George. 
Horton,  Horace. 
Handy,  W.  1>. 
Holmaa,W.U. 
Hart,  F.  B. 
Hatch,  Grafton. 
IIopkln«,'Wllllam. 
Hodgdon,  Charlaa. 
Hanley,  Daniel. 
Knight,  B. 
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Klngaiey,  Aaos  K. 
King,  Wm.  T. 
Kalley,  Jaaaa. 
LawtoB,  A.  J. 
Laatiag,  John. 
LIbby.NaiaMi. 
Lyoa,  J.  A. 
Lepo,  Andrew. 
Lndwig,  Charlaa. 
Lafe,  Fmncia. 
Iineka,C.  W. 
Miller,  M.  L. 
Maker,  William  H. 
MeNeil,  Jamaa. 
Maaon,  Wm.  P. 
Martin,  A.  F. 
Miller,  William  H. 
Mnrray,  Kdward. 
Magrath,  Lawranoa. 
Manaher,  K. 
Mowry,  C.  M. 
Moiae,  A.  D. 
Nolan,  Matthew. 
0*Ghaloner,  Henry. 
O'DonoTan,  Michael. 
O*0onnor,  Michael. 
Pierce,  George  R. 
Pierce,  Jamaa  M. 
Pirroa,  Bsr»  Y.  B. 
Peck,  Joaepb  T. 
Peck,  A.  8. 
Peck,  George  K. 
Perkina,  L.  T. 
Petra,  Jamaa. 
Piper,  Joaeph. 
Powera,  J.  P. 
Ray,  D.  S. 
Ray,  T.  8. 
Reekton,  Thomaa. 
Ramaey,  MieliaaL 
Romeo,  John. 
Reynolda,  John. 
Ragan,  Jamaa. 
ShoTa,  Geo.  A. 
Snow,  0.  H. 
Smith,  Solomon. 
Smith,  John. 
Smith,  Andrew. 
Smith,  Newton. 
Slade,  Ain^  L. 
Sherman,  Xdwin. 
SteTena,  Peter. 
Sweeney,  Michael. 
Seymour,  JunM  A. 


Triple  JeliaK. 


Tkylor, 


llebar,  WIlHam. 
BiwmHQ. 


FfewUteT. 
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ABKBR  SLADB. 

Abner  Slade,  son  of  Benjamin  and  graudson  of 
Joseph  Slade,  was  bom  in  Swansea  Oct  %  179S,  on 
the  homestead  of  his  lather,  within  a  short  distance 
of  which  his  long  life  of  useftilneBS  was  passed^  He 
was  in  the  fifth  generation  fkom  the  finlof  the  fkmWj 
who  settled  in  Swansea,  and  the  line  of  descent  is 
(1)  William,  (2)  Edwaid,  (3)  Joseph,  (4)  Bei\jamin, 
(5)  Abner.  (For  ancestral  history  of  theSlade  family, 
see  biography  of  William  Slade,  Somerset)  Mr. 
Slade  was  reared  a  farmer  and  tanner,  and  sacceeded 
his  father  in  business,  and  made  tanning  and  currying 
his  principal  avocation  during  life.  When  he  first 
began  it,  the  custom  was  for  the  tanner  to  travel 
« through  the  country  on  horseback  and  purcliase 
hides,  which,  when  tanned  into  leather,  were  sold, 
largely  on  credit,  to  the  farmers  and  traveling  shoe* 
makers  of  the  period.  From  this  primitive  condition 
of  the  trade  Mr.  Slade  built  up  a  business  of  large 
proportions,  which  became  very  remunerative.  He 
was  one  of  the  most  industrious,  systematic,  and  per- 
severing of  men,  and  looked  sharply  after  tlie  minute 
details  of  every  transaction.  He  was  very  successful, 
and  this  success  may  be  attributed  to  his  sterling  in* 
tegrity,  his  good  judgment,  and  his  earnest  and  steady 
persistency.  He  retired,  with  a  handsome  competency 
as  the  reward  of  his  application  and  energy,  fVom 
active  business  about  1856,  and  the  subsequent  years 
of  his  life  were  devoted,  in  a  business  way,  only  to 
looking  after  his  various  investments.  He  never  ac- 
cepted nor  wished  for  office  in  town,  nor  had  political 
aspirations.  He  was  a  director  of  Fall  River  National 
Bank  many  years,  and  was  interested  in  the  Old  Colony 
Railroad,  and  to  some  extent  in  the  Providence  and 
Worcester  Railroad.  He  was  also  stockholder  in 
various  corporations  and  manufactures  in  Fall  River. 
He  married,  Sept  80,  1829,  Sarah,  daughter  of  Asa 
and  Elizabeth  (Mitchell)  Sherman,  who  was  born 
Feb.  20, 1810.  (Asa,  son  of  Samson  and  Ruth  Sher- 
man, of  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  was  born  Dec.  22,  1779, 
and  died  in  Fall  River,  Mass.,  Dec.  29, 1868,  aged 
eighty-four  years.  He  was  a  lineal  descendant  of 
Philip  Sherman,  who  in  1686,  with  seventeen  others, 
purchased  from  the  Indians  the  islands  of  Rhode 
Island,— Patience,  Hope,  and  Conanicut  Elisabeth, 
his  wife,  daughter  of  Richard  and  Joanna  Mitchell, 
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of  Middletown,  It.  I.,  wu  born  Oct.  17,  1782,  and 
dieJ  in  Fall  River  April  22, 1868,  in  his  Mventy-aiith 
year.  Tliey  had  ten  children,  of  wliom  Mrs.  Blade 
WM  third.) 

Mr.  Bad  Mra.  Blade  began  liouaekeeping  In  a  hoUM 
standing  on  the  site  of  the  present  residence  of  Mrs. 
Slade,  and  for  over  half  a  century  enjoyed  an  perfeiit 
felicity  ms  can  come  from  miirriftge  of  congenial 
BpiriU.  Nothing  ever  ciiat  a  cloud  over  their  home, 
and  it  was  at  the  bomo  circle  where  Mr.  Slade  sought 
rest  and  comfort  after  the  toiU  of  the  day  weru  over. 
They  had  no  children,  hnt  Ihoy  adopted  a  little  girl 
of  about  two  years,  Sarah  Dowera  iiy  noine,  to  whom 
they  gave  the  care  of  parents  until  her  death  in  lier 
twentieth  year.  They  afterwards  ndupted  Adeline 
F.  Cole,  when  a  girl  of  seven,  and  reared  and  edu- 
cated her.  She  has  lovingly  repaid  the  care  and  at- 
tention given  her.  She  won  born  Muruli  29,  184U, 
married  Charles  A.  Chace,  son  of  Obndiuh  and  Esther 
(Freeman)  Chace,  of  Warren,  R.  I.  They  have  Ihreo 
children,  lienjamin  B.,  Arthur  F.,  and  Warren  O. 
They  reside  witli  Mrs.  Slade.  Mr.  8liule  passed 
through  the  yean  of  life  to  a  hale  old  age,  in  which 
the  {lowers  of  thought  and  consolations  of  religion 
held  sway  until  the  last,  and  died  Dec.  2,  187'J. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  of 
Fall  River  National  Banlc,  liejd  Dec.  4, 1879,  the  fol- 
lowing preamble  and  resolution  wad  pasHcU  : 

"  Wuniui,  11  bai  pInHd  ou[  IIhiiqIx  ViUiu  to  nuH»s  bj  iIhUi 
Mr  blgli]ir.m|itc(td  lUBcliM,  AliBU  Slwi*.  al  U»  dp*  ■«•  at  alglitjr- 


Mr.  Slade  was  an  earneet  and  unassuming  member 
of  the  Society  of  Friends,  and  was  held  in  the  highest 
esteem  by  his  brethren.  The  Frimils'  lUvleiv  guve 
this  just  and  well-deserved  notice  of  hun  :  "  Abncr 
Slade.  an  elder  of  SvranseA  MoiiUily  Meeting  of 
Friends,  deceased,  twelfth  month,  second,  1879,  aged 
eighty-seven,  Ho  was  truly  n  fiitber  in  Uruel. 
While  we  deeply  feel  our  loss,  and  miss  his  sweet 
words  of  counsel,  we  can  but  rejoice  when  we  Uiluk 
of  his  triumphal  death,  and  remember  how  his  coun- 
tenance heameii  with  joy  when  he  told  us  be  was 
going  to  bis  home  in  heaven." 


FRANK   811AW   STIiVKNrt. 

Frank  Shaw  Stevens  was  born  in  Rutland,  Vt., 
Aug.  6,  1827.  His  father,  Uhauncey,  married  Lu- 
cinda  Weeks  and  ]md  four  children,  of  whom  Frank 
B.  is  the  second. 

Cbauncey  SU-vens  was  a  stage-man,  and  the  pro- 
prietor of  a  hotel,  stages,  and  livery  in  Weslfield, 
N.  Y.    He  finally  settled  in  Willoughhy,  Ohio,  where 


ho  died  in  18S8,  his  wife  having  died  in  I8SS,  w1 
they  resided  at  Whitehall,  N.  Y. 

Frank  8,  received  a  common  school  educatiOB,, 
After  the  death  of  hfai  mother,  when  ha  was  in  bb 
Sfth  year,  hu  lived  with  his  uncle  and  Buut,  Nalhsn 
Cushman  and  wife,  with  whom  be  residod  for  twofii 
three  years,  and  then  wont  with  hia  father  to  Ogdeoa- 
burgh  and  Oswego,  N.  Y.,  remaining  three  or  four 
years,  lliuu  a|iuniUng  the  balanco  of  thu  time  till  he 
WHS  thirteen  with  his  uncle  and  aunt  at  Clevelaud 
and  Willoughby,  Ohio.  Al  the  age  of  Hftecu  he  en- 
tered the  store  of  (luorge  T.  Camp  Ik.  <ki.,  at  Wcsi- 
field,  N.  Y.,  as  clerk,  and  was  engaged  in  that  ca- 
pacity about  four  yours. 

This  ended  hio  youthful  experiencu  in  these  pnr- 
auita,  for  iihuut  this  time  the  faiuu  of  tlio  gali]  discov- 
eries in  California  had  reached  him,  und  Ito  rcwilved 
to  try  Ills  fortune  in  u  new  field.  To  una  of  hU  tem- 
pframent  the  iidvonUirw  of  an  overiuiid  jmirncy  to 
Oulil'ornia  prosentud  unusual  aUractions.  It  wn>  in 
the  spring  of  1840,  when  the  waste  of  niountnin,  plaiu, 
and  wildorneas  lying  between  the  Miasisaipiil  and 
lliu  PuciAu  Coast  had  been  ahnost  wlmlly  uucxplura^jj 
except  by  such  liold  buntem  as  Canon  und  Preinoi 
A  fuw  of  the  "  Argoniiuls  of  '4!l."  had  salloil  fur  Uiv 
newly-discovorod  VA  Dorado  riuCapc  Horn;  a  shorter 
cut  hod  been  cxploreil  across  the  Isthmus  of  I'unauia, 
und  n  few  had  gone  that  way ;  ik  few  curnvaitit.  i«t- 
ha|>B,  had  been  lilted  out  to  cross  the  "  Uront  Ameri- 
can Desert"  and  the  Kitcky  Mountains,  hut  soarccly 
bad  a  path  been  opened  in  the  latter  directlun  wheu 
Mr.  Stevens  and  his  company  set  out  in  tho  sjkHng  ol 
1849. 

Their  destination  was  Siienimenlo,  Onl,,  vin  tiis 
plnins,  going  by  water  to  Chicago,  and  by  cunal  ami 
river  to  St.  Ijouis.  They  {lurcbused  their  uuUlt  in  the 
latter  city,  and  packing  their  goods  in  boats  awruiideJ 
the  Missouri  River  to  Omaha ;  thence  by  teams  they 
jiiisscd  over  tho  plains  anil  the  Ri>cky  MotintuJns,  ar- 
riving lit  Siiuramento  the  but  of  August,  1849,  having 
left  Oiimhu  early  in  May. 

Mr.  Stevens  worked  a  short  tinia  at  mining,  but  did 
not  like  tho  busiiienH.  lie  rcturlliil  Ui  13iusnimunlu, 
and  there  he  met  one  Hurfeu,  who  was  induced  In 
Join  him  in  purchasing  four  yoke  of  oxen  und  au 
uut6t  for  the  purpose  of  hauling  goods  and  provi- 
Bions  to  the  mountains  to  supply  travelers  and  miners. 
Their  teaui  and  equipments  cost  lliem  one  tlioilKand 
and  fifty  dollars.  Yet  it  was  a  prolituhle  invcatmentf 
the  enterprise  was  a  success  from  the  flnt,  but  after 
making  three  or  four  trips  high  water  came  on,  and 
they  were  com|icllc<t  to  give  it  up.  Then  h<i  uiii- 
barkud  in  the  restaurant  business,  and  was  succossful. 
Tie  owned  and  ran  stages  from  Sacramento  to  I'lacer- 
ville  and  Jackson  until  1854,  at  which  time  the  Cali- 
fornia Stage  Company  was  organir.od  with  a  capital  of 
une  million  dollars,  conipoHcd  uf  all  the  stage  lines  In 
ibu  State.  He  was  its  lirst  vice-president,  and  had 
charge  of  certain  divisions  of  the  road  until  1860.   In 
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the  fnll  of  1858  lie  came  to  Washington,  D.  C,  to  look 
after  his  interests  of  the  company,  and  from  that  time 
till  1806  ho  mnde  several  trips  back  and  forward.  Ho 
continued  in  the  livery  business  till  1858,  and  both  in 
that  and  in  "staging"  he  was  quite  successful.  In 
18r)8  he  came  to  Swansea,  and  since  1866  has  made 
it  his  princi|ml  home. 

In  1862  he  hccjimc  engaged  with  Sherman  Paris 
and  Marshall  J.  Allan,  under  the  firm-name  of  Paris 
&  Allan  (now  Paris,  Allan  &  Co.),  wholesale  liquor 
dealers,  51  Broadway,  New  York.  Since  1869  he  has 
been  connected  with  the  firm  of  W.  A.  Gaines  &  Co., 
in  the  distilling  business  in  Kentucky. 

Mr.  Sti»vens  is  a  director  of  the  Mechanic^*',  Granite, 
Slaflonl,  Davol,  Oshorn,  Sladc,  lianrcl  Lake,  Hourne, 
and  (Hobo  Yarn-Mills,  is  prosident  and  director  of 
the  Merino  Mills,  and  has  been  since  the  organiza- 
tion, also  president  of  the  Davol  Mills,  and  was  treas- 
urer for  three  years.  He  is  a  director  of  the  Meta- 
comct  Bank  of  Fall  River. 

In  politics,  his  nfliliations  were  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party  till  the  commencement  of  the  war  of  the 
liebellion,  since  which  he  has  been  a  Republican, 
but  he  has  never  been  an  aspirant  for  political 
honors. 

He  has  been  twice  married.  First  he  married,  in 
July,  1858,  Julia  A.  R.,  widow  of  James  E.  Birch, 
and  daughter  of  David  Cliace,  of  Swansea.  She  died 
in  February,  1871;  and  he  married  for  his  second 
wife,  in  A]»ril,  1872,  Elizabeth  R.,  daughter  of  Joseph 
and  Eliza  Case,  of  Swansea. 

Mr.  Stevens  is  an  attendant  and  supporter  of  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church. 

His  farm  in  Swansea  is  one  of  the  finest  in  the 
vicinity  of  Fall  River,  and  is  well  stocked  with  fine 
horses  and  cattle. 


NATHAN    MONT(JOMKUY   WOOD. 

The  first  of  the  Wood  family  who  came  to  America 
of  whom  there  is  anv  authentic  record  was  William* 
Wood,  who  came  from  England,  and  after  spending 
some  time  in  the  new  colonies  returned  to  England, 
and  in  IVM  jmblished  in  London  a  book  entitled 
"  New  England's  Prospects."  Very  meagre  records 
were  ke[»t  in  those  days,  and  it  is  not  positive  how 
many  children  this  William  Wood  had,  or  what  their 
names  were,  but  after  consulting  all  available  authori- 
ties relative  to  early  genealogical  data,  we  feel  justi- 
fied in  stating  as  most  ])robable  that  he  had  at  legist 
one  son,  Johir,  who  came  to  Plymouth  Colony  in  the 
early  days  of  that  settlement,  married  and  had  two 
sons,  John  and  Thonwi^^  who  were  great  hunters,  and 
possessed  of  that  hardy  adventurous  spirit  so  charac- 
teristic of  our  early  pioneers.  In  search  of  a  country 
where  game  was  plenty,  they  first  came  to  Seaconnet 
or  thereabouts,  and  soon  after  went  to  Swansea,  where 
Thomas  settled.  John,  so  tradition  says,  went  still 
farther  west  into  Connecticut,  which  was  then  a  wil- 


derness. Thomas  Wood'  was  evidently  a  man  of 
considerable  consequence  in  his  town.  He  was  a 
surveyor,  and  divided  and  surveyed  much  land.  He 
held  in  Swansea  a  large  landed  estate  containing  sev- 
eral hundred  acres.  Records  indicate  that  he  had 
two  sons,  Thomas  and  John*, 

This  John  had  two  sons,  Noah  and  John,  By  his 
will  he  bequeathed  the  mill-place  to  his  son  John'^, 
and  to  Noah  he  gave  the  landed  property  west  of  the 
mill-farm,  consisting  of  three  farms,  one  of  which,  the 
homestead,  is  still  in  possession  of  the  family.  Noah 
had  four  sons, — Nathaniel,  Aaron,  Levi,  and  Jona- 
than. Ho  bequeathed  the  homestead  farm  and  the 
one  adjoining  to  his  son  Aaron,  and  to  the  others  he 
gave  farms  in  the  immediate  vicinity. 

Aaron,  son  of  Noah,  had  children, — Nathan,  Isaac, 
licvi,  Aaron,  Noah,  Mason,  Freelove,  Sarah,  Eliza- 
beth, Innocent,  Mary,  and  Polly.  In  the  distribution 
of  his  property  he  bequeathed  the  homestead  to  his 
son  Aaron.  This  Aaron  had  seven  sons, — Levi,  John, 
Nathan,  Benjamin,  Ira,  Hiram,  and  Pardon,  and  two 
daughters,  Polly  and  Sarah.  Upon  his  decease  the 
homestead  went  to  all  the  sons,  and  to  his  wife,  Polly, 
the  use  of  it  during  her  life. '  She  died  March  12, 
1883,  in  her  ninety-ninth  year.  The  homestead  farm 
is  now  in  possession  of  Nathan  Wood,  son  of  Aaron, 
and  Benjamin  N.  Wood,  grandson  of  Aaron  Wood, 
and  nephew  of  Nathan  M.  Wood. 

John^  Wood,  who  inherited  the  mill  place  from  his 
father  John*,  had  four  sons, — John,  Isaac,  Nathan, 
and  Seth,  and  two  daughters, — Bethiah  and  Penelope. 
Scth^,  upon  his  father's  decease,  inherited  the  mill 
fiirm.  He  was  a  man  of  consequence  in  his  day ;  took 
much  interest  in  public  aflairs,  and  during  the  war  of 
the  Revolution  was  commissioned  directly  from  the 
State  authorities  as  collector  of  taxes.  He  had  three 
sons, — John,  Seth,  and  Haile,  the  latter  by  a  second 
wife.  Col.  Haile^  inherited  the  ancestral  acres.  He 
was  one  of  the  leading  men  of  Swansea,  holding  va- 
rious town  ofldces  and  positions  of  trust  and  honor. 
He  was  an  enterprising  man,  and  one  of  the  original 
founders  of  the  Taunton  Britannia  Works,  now  known 
as  Reed  &  Barton's  Works.  He  resided  in  Taunton 
four  years.  He  was  colonel  of  militia,  and  took  much 
pride  and  interest  in  military  affairs.  Ho  was  said  to 
be  the  best  horseman  in  the  county.  He  was  a  man 
of  fine  physique,  stood  over  six  feet  high,  and  weighed 
over  two  hundred  pounds.  He  was  a  Whig  and  Re- 
publican in  i>olitics,  and  an  ardent  prohibitionist.  He 
married  Mary,  daughter  of  Ebenezer  Howard,  of 
Woodstock,  Conn.,  and  had  eleven  children, — HaileN, 
(married  Marian.  L.  Chace,  they  have  one  son),  Mary 
A,  (deceased  ;  married  E.  l^rayman,  had  six  children, 
all  of  whom  are  dead),  William  (deceased;  married 
Harriet  Burbank,  of  Taunton,  had  three  children), 
Sefh  (married  Mary  Carver,  of  Taunton,  had  four 
children),  Elizabeth  (married  Nathan  Wood,  of  Swan- 
sea, had  two  children),  Adeline  (deceased;  married 
Benjamin  B.  Wood,  of  Swansea,  had  five  children). 


Walter  H.  (inarrieJ  Amunda  Gardner,  hiu  two  cliil- 
dreii),  Auyiiila  fuecond  wife  of  [tenj&niiD  Wood,  Uiey 
have  one  son),  Laura  (deceaaeili  died  uuinarriGil), 
Xall.a»  M.,  and  Angeline  (died  in  iDfancy).  Oul. 
Haile  ws«  bom  November,  1788,  and  died  Uay  U, 
1S60.  lli»  wifu  wtui  iHirn  Marth,  J7S5,  tiwX  died  OcUi- 
ber,  1872. 

Nathan  M.  Wood  wiu  luirii  in  Swuiuhiu,  Mnsn., 
Jan.  It!.  1825.  Iliii  educatiun  won  ubluinett  at  tlio  I 
Gammon  achoola  of  hia  oaUvo  Luwii.  Uia  rntlier  WHa  \ 
n  fanner  and  miller,  and  Nalboii  waa  brou{;lit  up  tu 
(he  same  busintsa,  and,  with  Ilia  exteiition  of  about 
one  yeur  jiaisaed  io  Maine,  he  baa  always  reelilcil  at 
hiH  home  in  Swaniiea,  which  liai  been  in  llie  ritmily 
BO  many  generations.  Nov.  7,  1848,  lie  married  Abby 
U.  Kingaley,  Micoiid  child  and  eldeat  daughlvr  uT 
Eliaba  nnd  Mary  (Moeon)  Kingaley,  of  Swanaea.  She 
.was  born  April  10.  1828,  and  ia  desc-eoded  on  Ihe 
maternal  side  from  Bamaon  Miiaon,  who  wua  an  Eiig- 
lisbman,  and  an  officer  in  the  army  of  Oliver  Crom- 
well until  Ibe  latter  waa  made  lord  protector  of  Eng- 
land. About  1C50  he  came  to  America,  and  was 
Bdmitled  an  inhabitant  of  Itchobuth  Dec.  9,  1I>A7. 
Bia  children  were  Snmson,  Noah,  Jolin,  Samuel, 
Bethiah  (who  became  the  wife  of  John  Wood], Sarah, 
Hary,  James,  Joseph,  Isaac,  Peltliah,  Benjamin,  and 
Thankful.  PeUliah  hud  tliree  sons,  all  of  whom  were 
ministers.  Job,  Russell,  and  John,  all  of  tbem  re- 
sided within  a  mile  of  each  other.  They  were  black- 
smiths by  occupation,  and  it  is  aaid  used  to  "  preach 
with  their  leather  aprons  on."  TJiey  preached  nt  u 
church  occupying  the  site  of  the  present  ChrisLinn 
Clinrch  near  Luther's  Corners. 

Job  Mason  had  a  son  Jub,  who  occupied  the  ances- 
tral home,  and  who  had  a  son  named  Qardner,  who 
waa  a  seaman,  and  was  drowne^  at  Providence,  R.  L, 
while  his  vessel  lay  at  that  port.  His  wife's  maiden 
name  was  Susanna  Vinnicum.  He  lelt  a  daughter, 
Mary  Q,,  who  waa  the  mother  of  Mrs.  Nathan  M. 
Wood. 

Nathan  M:.  Wood  is  a  Republican  in  politics, 
but  liberal  in  hia  ideas  in  political  as  in  all  otlier 
matters.  He  has  held  various  official  iiusitions,  in- 
cluding nearly  all  tlie  principal  town  offices,  and  some 
of  them  for  more  than  twenty  years.  Ho  wua  repre- 
sentative to  the  Legislature  in  1875.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Christian  Church,  and  is  also  a  member  of 
Wauhington  Lodge,  No.  S,  P.  and  A.  H.,  nod  Webb 
Council,  Wurren,  R.  L;  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  full 
River  ;  and  Cavalry  Commandery,  Knights  Templar, 
Providence,  R.  L 

He  baa  five  children, — Nathan  Hoaanl,  born  Feb. 
16,  1851,  died  in  infoncy;  Abby  Label,  burn  Nov.  Hi, 
ISM  (married  Hiram  E.  Thurston,  has  one  child, 
LmiUe,  reaiiles  in  Providence,  R.  L) ;  Mur-j  H.  P., 
born  May  28, 1857  (married  Nathan  Slade,  has  one 
child,  Mary  A,,  resides  in  Somerset);  Angelina  if., 
horn  June  30,  1359  (married  Franklin  0.  Arnold, and 
resides  with  her  parents) ;  and  Eloite  A'.,  born  Aug. 
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Mr.  Wood  ia  one  of  Swansea's  moat  prominent  and 
pruaperoua  men,  bnd,  aside  from  his  farming  and  niilK 
ing  busiaeHS,  is  largely  inlereslud  in  a  uinnntucitimg  I 
husiueu  in  Fall  River.  a 


MAUi<li»  A.  UHiiWN. 
Marcus  Aurelius  Rmwn,  son  of  Williniii  nad  Fm>- 
lovu  (Woo<l)  llrown.  was  horu  in  SwaiiM.-*.  ftlaw.. 
Hex..  ID,  1819,  near  what  is  now  Cole's  SUtiou.  He 
comes  from  an  old  New  England  jikmily  vf  twRw- 
<|iience  in  the  days  of  the  first  selllemciits.  From 
oh)  rocnnls  uud  hislurical  documenta  we  oMccrlain 
that  Juhii  llnwu,  Ihe  first  of  this  line  uf  Itmwiu, 
had  aniuaininnce  with  the  Pilgrims  in  I^ydeii,  il»l- 
land,  before  the  sailing  of  tlie  "  Mayflower"  iu  liilO), 
in  which  vessel  he  probably  wna  financiiilly  iulenulcd. 
He  wa«  originally  from  England,  wiiere  ho  was  bora 
in  1574,  but  we  cannot  definitely  trace  tltc  family  in 
that  country.  The  exact  year  of  his  cumiiig  to 
America  is  unknown,  but  in  IG^ti  he  waa  living  in 
Duxbury,  and  in  1G13  in  Taunton,  lie  wus  a  man  of 
im|>ortance  in  public  aQ'aini,  and  one  of  the  leading 
men  of  Plymoutli  Colony.  He  vioh  asbtstaut  fur 
seventeen  years  from  l(i3G,  served  as  commissioner  uf 
the  United  Colonies  (or  twelve  years  from  16J4,  ami 
died  in  Swansea,  near  Itehobolh,  where  he  had  large 
estates.  Savage  gives  the  date  of  his  deatli  us  April 
10,  1062,  and  says  that  his  will,  made  Ihruu  days  be- 
fore his  deaUi,  provides  Iiir  the  children  lull  to  his 
care  by  his  son  John,  and  naniui  his  wifu  Dorothy 
and  siiu  James  executors.  This  is  duubilou  Ihe  cor- 
rect dale  of  hia  death,  as  his  wife  Dorothy  died  Jan. 
27,  1673  or  1674,  aged  ninety.  John  ilrown*.  bom 
1036,  died  in  Rehoboth  in  1660.  Ho  married  a  daugh- 
ter of  William  Uuckland,  and  had  Hve  children,— 
JbAn'iJoseph,  Nathaniel,  Lydia,  and  Hannah, — whom 
lie  leli,  as  above  mentioned,  to  the  care  ol  his  father. 
He  was  a  strict  Puritan  and  a  devout  man,  ataudiug 
Jdgh  iu  community  and  colony  aHaira.  Johit  iirowH* 
was  iMm  about  1657  in  Itehobolh,  married  Aim  Den- 
nis, of  Norwich,  Conn.,  and  had  two  children, — John' 
and  Samuel.  He  died  in  1734.  Hu  wiis  a  man  of 
positive  nature,  unHinchingin  tlie  discharge  uf  every- 
thing he  deemed  a  duly.  It  is  said  of  him  that  he 
was  so  enraged  at  his  son  (John)  when  ho  joinul  the 
Itaplist  Church  thai,  supjiosing  the  laltcr's  residence 
to  he  partially  on  his  land,  he  was  going  to  jioU  the 
part  to  which  he  laid  claim  away  from  the  other,  thus 
aiming  to  destroy  the  house,  but  a  survey  made  Io 
ascertain  the  fact  showed  that  no  portion  uf  the  house 
touched  his  land.  Whether  tlie  tradition  bo  true  or 
false,  it  tells  tlio  chiiracler  of  the  men  of  tliut  |Hiriluui 
pioneer  period.  Athletic,  strong-minded,  and  (Mwi- 
live  in  character,  they  were  well  Atled  to  develop 
civilization  from  the  unpromising  and  savage  sur- 
roundings, and  to  contend aNy  wilhitafoca.    Amoog 
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these  settlers  the  Browns  were  leaders,  and  their  dif- 
ferent generations  were  prominent  in  church  and  local 
matters.  From  1672  to  1692  the  deputy  for  several 
years  was  a  Brown.  Jolin  Brown^  was  born  April  23, 
1675,  in  Swansea,  married  Abigail,  daughter  of  James 
Cole,  July  2,  1696,  and  died  April  23,  1752,  leaving 
at  least  one  son,  John^,  The  lands  bequeathed  to  Mrs. 
Brown  by  her  father  were  transmitted  from  their 
purchase  from  the  Indians  to  generation  after  genera- 
tion for  more  tlian  two  centuries,  and  never  were  con- 
veyed by  deed  until  tlicir  purchase  by  H.  A.  Gardner, 
John*^  was  also  prominent,  held  a  captain's  commis- 
sion, and  was  an  earnest  and  consistent  man.  We 
extract  from  church  records  in  Swansea:  "The 
Church  of  Christ  in  Swansea,  soon  after  December, 
1719,  built  a  new  meeting-house  on  land  given  said 
church  by  Capt.  John  Brown  and  William  Wood  for 
that  purpose.''  Lieut.  John  Brown^  was  born  in 
Swansea  in  1700,  married,  in  1722,  Lydia,  daughter 
of  Joseph  Mason.  She  was  born  in  Swansea  in  1704. 
They  had  five  children,  one  of  whom  was  William, 

John  Brown^  was  a  large  farmer,  owning  slaves.  He 
was  well  to  do,  and  was  honored  with  various  offices. 
He  is  recorded  as  Lieut.  John  Brown.  We  extract 
again  from  the  church  records :  "  June  14,  1763, 
James  Brown  was  on  a  committee  to  receive  in  be- 
half of  the  church  a  deed  of  some  land  which  our 
beloved  brother,  John  Brown,  proposes  to  give  to 
said  church  for  its  use  and  benefit  forever."  He  died 
May  18,  1764.     His  wife  died  Feb.  17,  1747. 

William  Brown  (sixth  generation)  was  born  April 
14,  1729,  in  Swansea,  was  a  farmer,  and  much  em- 
ployed in  public  matters;  he  surveyed  land  for  years, 
settled  many  estates,  was  a  man  of  distinction  and 
ability,  and  much  esteemed  by  his  townsmen.  He 
owned  a  handsome  property  in  land  and  slaves.  Hd 
married  in  1763,  Lettice,  daughter  of  Hezekiah  Kings- 
ley,  who  was  born  in  1732.  They  had  eight  children, 
— Elizabeth,  married  Edward  Gardiner  (they  were 
grandparents  of  Mrs.  Marcus  A.  Brown);  Joseph 
(died  aged  twenty,  a  British  prisoner  on  one  of  the 
terrible  prison-ships) ;  Luranella,  married  Reuben 
Lewis;  Amy;  Betty,  married  Aaron  Cole;  Mary, 
married  Benjamin  Butterworth ;  Sarah,  William*. 
Mr.  Brown  died  in  1806.  His  wife  survived  him  two 
years.  William  Brown,  Jr.  (seventh  generation),  was 
born  on  the  old  home  in  Swansea,  a  short  distance 
south  of  Cole's  Station,  Sept.  13,  1776.  He  was 
reared  a  farmer,  and  inherited  the  entire  landed 
estate  of  his  father  (about  one  hundred  and  forty 
acres).  He  was  an  unassuming,  hard-working  man, 
vory  social,  with  a  remarkable  memory  (a  faculty 
posHcsHcd  by  many  of  the  family  in  a  large  degree), 
lie  could  repeat  whole  chapters  from  the  Bible,  and 
had  no  need  to  refresh  his  memory  of  any  event 
by  memoranda.  He  devoted  himself  to  agriculture; 
married  Freelove,  daughter  of  Aaron  and  Freelove 
(Mason)  Wood,  of  Swansea,  in  1799.  She  was  born 
Sept.  28,  1780.    They  had  nine  children  attaining 


mature  years,— Marcia  W.,  Gardner,  Nathan  W., 
Mary  A.,  Samuel,  Aaron,  Mason,  Betsey  (Mrs. 
Charles  B.  Winslow),  and  Marcus  A.  All  are  now 
dead  but  Betsey  and  Marcus.  Nathan,  Gardner,  and 
Samuel  were  seafaring  men.  Gardner  became  cap- 
taiq,  and  died  in  Swansea,  May,  1848.  The  others 
were  young  men  of  promise,  but  died  young.  Mason 
was  a  farmer,  and  was  a  great  reader.  Of  strong 
memory,  he  was  well  versed  in  historic  and'gene- 
alogic  lore,  and  was  held  in  high  repute  by  the  com- 
munity. He  died  Dec.  9, 1882.  Mr.  William  Brown 
held  a  high  place  in  the  esteem  of  the  community, 
although  a  plain,  unostentatious  man  of  strongly 
marked  honesty  and  fixed  principles.  He  was  a 
Whig,  but  never  sought  office.  In  religion  he  was 
independent,  rather  skeptical,  but  never  argued  with 
others,  and  considered  every  other  person  entitled  to 
freedom  of  belief  and  action.  He  died  April  8, 1840. 
Mrs.  Brown  died  Nov.  14,  1866.  They,  like  their 
American  ancestors  of  each  generation,  are  buried  in 
the  cemetery  in  North  Swansea. 

Marcus  A,  Brown  (eighth  generation)  stayed  on  the 
farm  until  he*  was  twenty-four,  managing  the  farm 
afler  his  father's  death,  having  limited  educational 
advantages  at  the  common  schools  in  summer  until 
nine  vears  old  and  in  winter  until  fifteen,  the  last 
term  being  at  Warren  Academy.  He  then  learned 
the  mason's  trade  and  worked  at  that  several  years. 
He  then  purchased  a  farm  of  forty  acres  in  Somerset 
and  lived  there  eight  years,  selling  it  after  six  years, 
however.  His  whole  residence  in  Somerset  was  sev- 
enteen years,  following  his  trade  afler  giving  up  farm- 
ing. He  passed  two  years  in  Maine,  working  as  a 
mason.  He  married,  Dec.  7,  1847,  Maria  Frances, 
daughter  of  David  and  Sarah  Wilbur.  She  was  born 
in  Warwick,  R.  I.,  July  10,  1828.  Like  her  hus- 
band, Mrs.  Brown  was  the  youngest  of  ten  children. 
Her  paternal  grandparents  were  residents  of  that  part 
of  Swansea  now  Somerset,  and  resided  about  one  mile 
west  of  the  village.  Their  children  were  James,  Ruth, 
Phebe,  Peleg,  Chloe,  Patience,  Polly,  Thomas,  and 
Dnvid,  David  Wilbur  was  a  machinist,  married  Sarah, 
daughter  of  Edward  and  Elizabeth  Gardner,  and 
had  ten  children, — Sarah  G.  (Mrs.  Charles  F.  Brown), 
Harriet  G.,  David  G.,  Thomas  B.,  Peleg  N.,  Caroline 
A.,  and  Maria  F.  Mr.  Wilbur  lived  in  Pawtuxet, 
R.  L,  and  died  in  1837,  aged  fi fly-three.  His  wife 
died  ih  1866,  aged  seventy-two.  The  children  of 
this  marriage  are  Marion  F,  (born  Sept.  14,  1848, 
married  Daniel  Wilbur,  Jr.,  and  has  one  child.  Ber- 
tha F.)  and  Clarence  A,,  born  June  3,  1860.  He  mar- 
ried Emma  L.  Frost,  and  has  one  child,  Marcus  R. 

Mr.  Brown  removed  to  Fall  River  fn  1866,  and  has 
since  resided  in  the  house  he  then  purchased.  He 
worked  steadily  and  faithfully  at  his  trade  until  com- 
pelled by  failing  health  to  relinquish  it  in  1873.  He 
is  an  honest,  modest  man ;  has  held  the  even  tenor  of 
an  industrious,  hard-working  life,  and  is  a  law-abiding 
citizen,  caring  not  for  nor  meddling  with  official  hon- 


org,  Bupportiiig,  however,  the  Whig  nigd  Bepubllcan 
tickeU.  He  haa  been  succeaBful  in  buaiueu  nud  eD~ 
Joys  the  eatoem  of  bia  acquaintance,  anil  has  ever 
been  a  userul  member  of  society. 


8TBPHBN    WBATBR. 

SxEniKN  Weayek  was  born  Dec.  9,  1836,  in  Mid- 
dletown,  K.  I.  He  was  son  of  Parker  uud  Lydia 
(Manchester)  Weaver.  Matthew  Weaver,  father  of 
Parker  Weaver,  waa  a  farmer  in  his  native  town, 
Middletown,  where  he  lived  to  be  quite  old,  dying 
about  1S30.  Parker  wne  a  farmer  alao,  and  quite  a 
Bucce^ful  and  active  man.  lie  waa  an  induHtriouB, 
earnest,  honest  mnn,  strictly  temperate  in  all  thliigg, 
and  noted  for  purity  and  tilrengtli  of  character.  He 
was  prompt  and  reliable  in  huaineaa,  of  active,  per- 
severing nature,  calm  and  deliberate  in  matteni  of 
judgment.  He  attended  closely  to  his  own  pervonal 
tnatters,  never  aspiring  to  office,  but  avoiding  every- 
thing savoring  of  publicity.  He  waa  a  member  of  the 
Chrialian  liaptlat  Church,  which  he  worthily  honored 
until  bia  death,  March,  1870,  at  eighty-three  years. 

Steplien  attended  common  and  select  Hchoola  in 
Uiddletown,  studied  much  at  home,  and  wlieii  but 
nineteen  waa  competent  to  teach,  which  he  did  for 
thirteen  years  with  marked  success.  He  studied 
hard  while  teaching,  improving  himself  greatly  while 
advancing  others.  The  relation  of  a  fact  to  illustrate 
tlie  filial  love  and  justice  of  Mr.  Weaver  muy  not  be 
deemed  out  of  place  here.  When  he  was  young  his 
fattier  owned  a  large  farm,  but  became  Ananuially 
embarrassed.  Stephen,  in  order  to  assist  his  father, 
worked  on  the  farm  during  summer,  and  gave  his 
labor  without  charge  towards  the  clearance  of  the  in- 
debtedness, clothing  himself  by  hia  wages  as  teacher 
in  the  winter,  continuing  to  do  this  until  bis  twenty- 
fourth  year.  He  married  liuth  A.,  daughter  of  Ilar- 
zillia  and  Ruth  (Chase)  Buflinton,  of  Swansea,  Nov. 
3,1850.  She  waa  born  April  8,  1830.  Their  eh ihlren 
are  Anna  A.,  born  March  I,  1854,  married  Rowland 
O.  IluUintun,  bad  one  child,  Wallace  W.,  ajid  died 
May  7,  1877;  Emmn  £.,  born  Jan.  8,  18511,  married 
Thomas  H.  BuSinton,  has  one  child,  Mabel  L. ;  Ar- 
thur iV..  born  June  9,  1850,  married  Laura  It.  Peck; 
Lillian  F.,  born  Sept.  29,  1869. 

Immediately  upon  his  marriage  Mr.  Weaver  rented 
a  cottage  near  bia  father's  residence,  and  for  three 
years  worked  on  the  farm,  teaching  school  during  the 
winter  seasons.  He  tlien  rented  a  farm  for  himself 
and  worked  that  two  years,  and  disu<mtiunuil  it  for 
one  year  on  account  of  the  failing  health  of  his  wile, 
he  working  out  by  the  month.  He  then  removed  to 
Somerset,  where  he  rented  a  farm  and  remained  thir- 
teen years.  By  industry  and  economy  he  accumu- 
lated some  money,  and,  in  partnership  with  his  wife's 
father,  purchased  a  fartu  and  mill  in  Swansea,  con- 
tinuing there  only  eighteen  months.  By  reason  of  ill 
health  he  was  compelled  to  relinquish  labor,  and  sell-  ' 


ing  out  his  share  of  the  mill,  he  wont  and  reiiMeil  " 
with  Mr.  BuHinton.  Mr.  Weaver  suirered  from  severe 
nervous  prostration  for  two  years,  and  waa  much 
broken  in  health,  but  Anally  Ailly  regained  hia  health, 
when  he  succeeded  to  the  management  and  poaaeotion 
of  the  farm  of  Mr.  Uullinton.  On  this  he  has  made 
valuable  improvements,  erected  a  splendid  barn,  and 
made  it  one  of  the  best-arranged  farms  in  tlie  town. 
He  is  a  pushing,  energetic  man  of  enterprise  and 
thought.  While  agriculture  has  been  his  avocation, 
be  has  kept  apace  with  the  thinking  minds  of  the 
day,  and  grapples  with  the  most  advanced  idetu.  He 
ia  well  read  and  thoroughly  informed,  not  only  in  the 
events  of  the  day,  but  in  the  practical  and  uneAil  im- 
provements in  Ills  life-work,  agriculture,  lie  culti- 
vates about  eighty  acres  of  land,  and  In  adillliuit  hM 
thirty  acres  of  woodland,  and  Is  one  of  th«  auhsian- 
tial  citizens  of  Swansea. 

Barzillui  Bufliuton  was  born  in  Swansea  in  1798, 
«ud  wa*  son  of  Job  and  Phcbe  (Chase)  liiiffintoo. 
He  was  a  farmer  and  peddler  of  enrtheuwure.  He 
was  a  hard-working  and  self-denying  man,  and  accu- 
mulated a  flue  property.  Ha  married  Ruth,  daugh- 
ter of  James  and  Rebecca  (Mott)  Pierce,  of  tlonierMt. 
Tliey  had  live  children, — Amanda  hi.  (deceiuod), 
married  William  Kichardson,  of  Newport,  K.  I.,  had 
one  child  ;  Job  (deceased) ;  Rachel  1*.,  married  Ben- 
jamin A.  Chace,  has  two  children;  Philip,  has  two 
children,  and  lives  in  Warren,  B.  I. ;  and  Ruth  (Mn. 
Stephen  Weaver).  Mr.  Buffintou  and  wife  bt^n 
huuaekeeping  ut  Somerset  village,  but  finally  juir- 
chased  the  place  now  occupied  by  Mr,  Weaver,  and 
removing  thither,  passed  his  life  there,  dying  May  7, 
1879,  aged  eighty-three.  He  was  a  birthright  Frieuit, 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Weaver  ore  members  of  the  same 
society.  He  was  a  selectman  for  many  yenra,  and 
held  other  positions  of  public  trust.  He  was  a  calm, 
deliberate,  reserved  man  of  few  words,  but  good  judg- 
ment and  groat  decision  of  character.  I'lisseasing  a 
robust  constitution,  he  enjoyed  labor  and  worked 
hard.  Ho  was  n  juan  of  great  exactness  in  money 
mutters,  paying  for  all  things  nn  tlio  spot  and  never 
running  a  bill,  llu  made  de|HKiits  iu  the  Kail  Itiver 
SavingM-Bniik  for  and  in  the  iitunu  of  cneli  of  hia 
children,  ami  although  jireeisu  and  aecunitu  iu  linan* 
dal  transactions,  desiring  every  dullnr  ilue  him,  stieh 
was  his  justice  iu  his  dcalliigs  with  others  as  to  givo 
him  the  reputation  of  possessing  strict  honesty  anil 
integrity. 

(Ml  AI'TKR    LVI. 

WliS'l'l-OltT.' 

WESTt'oiiT  lies  in  the  southwestern  part  of  Bristol 

County,  and  is  bounded  as  follows:  Northerly  by  the 

city  of  Pail  River,  easterly  by  the  ancient  and  tima- 
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honored  town  of  Dartmouth,  southerly  by  Buzzard's 
Bny,  and  westerly  by  the  towns  of  Tiverton  and  Little 
Compton  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island. 

The  territory  embraced  within  the  bounds  of  the 
present  town  of  Wcstport  formed  a  portion  of  the  old 
town  of  Dartmouth  until  1787,  when  it  was  incor- 
ponited  as  a  separate  town  under  its  present  name. 

The  Indian  name  of  the  town  was  Acoaxet,  and  it 
was  early  settled  by  a  hardy,  industrious,  and  intelli- 
gent class,  who  have  left  the  impress  of  the  sterling 
New  England  character  upon  their  descendants. 

The  original  bounds  of  Westport  liave  been  enlarged 
by  the  addition  of  a  portion  from  Dartmouth  Feb.  25, 
1793,  and  still  another  addition  from  the  same  town 
Man-h  4,  l.^or»,  and  a  j>art  of  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  was 
iilso  nnnrxed  in  18(11. 

Doonmentary  History. — The  following  is  a  record 
of  the  first  town-meeting,  with  names  of  oflicers 
elected,  together  with  other  interesting  votes,  among 
which  appear  the  votes  concerning  the  location  and 
building  of  the  first  town-house,  which  seemed  to 
have  given  the  good  people  of  the  town  considerable 
vexation : 

**  In  compliance  with  a  Warrant  issued  from  Benja- 
min Russel,  Esq.,  Directing  William  Almy  to  Notify 
and  warn  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Westport  to 
meet  Together  at  some  suitable  place  in  said  Town  to 
chooj^e  all  such  Town  Officers  as  Towns  are  required 
to  choose  at  their  annual  Town-meetings  in  the 
month  of  March  or  April  annually,  and  a  Committee 
to  settle  with  the  Towns  of  Dartmouth  and  New  Bed- 
ford agreeable  to  a  late  act  of  the  General  Court,  for 
incorporating  said  Town  of  Westport. 

"  The  inhabitants  of  said  Town  of  Westport  who 
were  qualified  by  law  to  vote,  being  legally  Notified 
and  Warned  by  the  said  William  Almy,  assembled 
at  the  Dwelling  house  of  William  Gi fiord,  in  said 
Westport,  on  Monday  the  Twentieth  day  of  August, 
1787,  at  ten  of  the  clock,  A.M. 

"And  proceeded  agreeable  to  the  directions  of  said 
wiirrnnt. 

"  1.  William  Almy  was  chosen  Moderator  of  said 
meeting. 

**  2.  Abnor  Brownell  was  chosen  Town  Clerk  for  the 
year  ensuing,  nnd  was  duly  sworn  by  William  Davis, 
.Tusticc  Pacis,  to  authorize  him  to  ofiiciate  in  said 
ofiice. 

"3.  William  Almy,  Richard  Kirby,  and  Edward 
TV>rclrn  were  chosen  Select  Men  for  the  year  ensuing, 
nn«l  took  :uh1  subscribed  the  Oath  of  Allegiance  to 
.Miitliorizc  them  to  ofiiciate  in  said  office.  Before  me 
Abner  Brownell,  Town  Clerk. 

**  4.  Richard  Kirby  was  chosen  an  Assessor  for  the 
year  ensuing,  and  was  duly  sworn,  to  authorize  him 
to  officiate  in  said  office.  Before  me,  Abncr  Brownell, 
Town  Clerk. 

•*/».  Thomas  Tripp,  Stephen  Cornell,  and  Pardon 
Bn)wnell  were  chosen  fence-viewers  for  the  year  en- 
suing, and  were  duly  engaged  to  authorize  them  to 


officiate  in  said  office.  Before 'me,  Abner  Brownell, 
Town  Clerk, 

"  Abner  Brownell  was  chosen  Town  Treasurer  for 
the  year  ensuing,  and  was  duly  sworn  to  authorize 
him  to  officiate  in  said  office.  By  William  Davis, 
Justice  Pacis. 

'*  7.  Stephen  Davis  Carpenter  and  Baijonas  Devol 
were  chosen  Surveyors  of  lumber  for  the  year  ensuing, 
and  were  duly  engaged  to  authorize  them  to  officiate 
in  said  office.  Before  me,  Abner  Brownell,  Town 
Clerk. 

"  8.  Thomas  Tripp  and  Stephen  Cornell  were  chosen 
Field  Drivers  for  the  year  ensuing. 

"  9.  Nathaniel  Kirby  was  chosen  Pound-keeper  for 
the  year  ensuing. 

"10.  Benjamin  Brownell,  Sen.,  was  chosen  Sealer 
of  Weights  and  measures  for  the  year  ensuing. 

"11.  Benjamin  Cory  was  chosen  sealer  of  Leather 
for  the  year  ensuing. 

"  12.  Abner  Brownell  was  chosen  warden  for  the 
year  ensuing. 

"  13.  Caleb  Earl  and  Edward  Boomer  were  chosen 
Tithingmen  for  the  year  ensuing. 

"14.  Stephen  Davis,  Carpenter,  and  Barjonas  De- 
voll  were  chosen  measurers  of  wood  for  the  year  en- 
suing. 

"  15.  George  Tripp  (2d)  and  William  Almy  were 
chosen  Hog  Reeves  for  the  year  ensuing. 

"IG.  Benjamin  Davis,  Innkeeper,  Israel  Bright- 
man,  Jonathan  Davis,  Wanton  Case,  Jonathan  Taber, 
Capt.  Sylvanus  White,  George  Lawton,  Job  Almy, 
Pardon  Brownell,  Samuel  Willcox,  Peleg  Cornell, 
Junr.,  and  Lemuel  Milk  were  chosen  Surveyors  of 
Highways  for  the  year  ensuing. 

"  17.  It  was  voted  to  have  three  men  chosen  for  a 
committee  to  settle  with  Dartmouth  and  New  Bedford 
agreeable  to  the  Act  of  Incorporation  of  said  Town  of 
Westport. 

"  18.  Stephen  Peckham,  Wesson  Kirby,  and  Wil- 
liam Davis,  Esq.,  were  chosen  said  Committee. 

"  19.  Lastly  it  was  voted  for  this  meeting  to  be  ad- 
journed to  Thursday  Sept.  20,  1787,  at  one  of  the 
Clock  r.M.  to  be  holden  at  the  dwelling  house  of 
Joseph  Gifford,  Inn-keeper." 

"In  compliance  with  a  Warrant  Issued  from  the 
Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Westport,  Requiring  any 
or  either  of  the  Constables  of  said  Town  to  notify  and 
warn  the  fnhabitants  thereof  to  meet  at  the  dwelling 
house  of  William  Gifford  in  said  Town  on  Thursday, 
Nov*"  22,  1787,  at  ten  of  the  clock  A.M.  for  the  pur- 
pose of  choasing  a  Delegate,  Agreeable  to  a  late  Re- 
solve of  the  General  Court,  to  Represent  this  town  in 
the  Convention  to  be  holden  at  the  State  House  in 
Boston,  the  second  Wednesday  of  January  next,  1788, 
for  the  purpose  of  Assenting  to,  and  Ratifying  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  as  proposed  by  the 
Federal  Convention  lately  assembled  at  Philadelphia. 

"The  inhabitants  of  said  town  of  Westport  who 
are  qualified  by  law  to  vote  for  Representative,  being 
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legally  Notified  and  Warned  by  Benjamin  Cory  one 
of  the  ConatableB  of  this  Town  Asuonibted  on  Thun- 
day  Nov"  22,  1787.  at  tlie  Dwelling  House  of  Wil- 
liam GilTord  at  ten  of  the  clock  a.m.  And  proueedwl 
agreeable  to  the  dircetiona  of  anid  warrniit, — 

"  1.  Job  Almy  was  chosen  Moderator  for  said  meet- 
ing. 

"  2.  William  Aliny  ivoa  chosen  a.  Delegate  to  Itepre- 
eent  thin  Town  in  Convention  at  tlie  Sliito  House  iu 
BoHlon  on  tlie  second  Wedneulay  of  Jiiniiury  next, 
1788,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid." 

"  At  a  Town  meeting  held  on  Monday  the  7th  day 
of  April,  1788. 

"14,  The  Article  wna  taken  up  itespeciing  the 
building  of  a  Town  blouse  or  not,  and  it  paascd  in 
the  Affirmative,  Neitly  it  was  Motioned  to  choose  a 
Committee  to  look  and  enquire  for  die  beat  uccommu- 
dations  for  a  place  to  set  it  and  to  make  report  thereof 
to  the  next  Town  Meeting.  Also  a  vote  wax  called 
how  many  the  Committee  should  consist  of,  and  it 
was  voted  to  have  three  upon  the  committee.  And 
William  Almy,  Wesson  Kirby,  &  Gdwanl  Borden 
were  Nominated  to  be  of  tlie  Committee,  and  they 
were  Chosen  and  were  to  make  report  of  their  doings 
to  the  next  town  meeting. 

"15.  The  Article  was  taken  up  Respecting  the 
Regulating  of  the  Fiiihery  and  a  vote  was  called 
whether  the  Town  would  Tolerate  the  inhabitants 
thereof  to  proceed  in  the  method  of  Seining  fish,  or 
not,  &  it  passed  in  the  Affirmative. 

"  Lastly  the  meeting  was  adjourned  to  the  second 
Holiday  of  May  next  following  to  meet  at  the  same 
house  at  ten  of  the  Clock  A.U." 

"Agreeable  to  an  adjournment  of  the  moutiug  of 
the  7th  of  April  last  past  tliat  was  adjourned  to  this 
day  &  house  (via.;)  to  the  2°"  Monday  of  May,  1788, 
at  10  O'clock  A.M.  at  the  House  of  Joseph  GifTord. 

"Voted  to  allow  those  accounts  brouglit  against 
this  Town,  viz.:  To  Mr.  Stokes  Potter,  for  keeping 
Job  Potter  from  the  2d  of  July,  1787,  to  May  16, 
1788,  forty-five  weeks  and  four  days,  at  5/  Gtf.  pr. 
week,  twelve  pounds,  ten  shillings,  and  Id.  To  Buna. 
Dick,  for  keeping  Hannah  Simon  (a  Black  Womanj 
from  July  2,  1787,  to  November  1,  1787,  Seventeen 
Weeks  and  an  half,  at  3/  pr  Week,  and  from  Novem- 
ber 1,  1787,  to  January  H,  1788,  ten  weeks  and  two 
days,  at  G/ pr  week,  Total  five  pounds  fourteen  shil- 
lings and  sixpence.  To  Ahiol  Mncomberffor  keeji- 
ing  Ann  Worgin  when  Sick,  from  Jan.  28,  1788,  four 
weeks,  vh.,  one  week  at  12/,  next  at  0/  Do.,  at  6/,  and 
Do.  at  2/,  Total  £1  8/.  To  Edward  Borden,  for  some 
provisions  for  the  use  of  Ann  Worgin,  Sj. 

"To  William  Almy,  for  Funeral  Cloths  for  Han- 
nah Simon,  Jan.,  1788,  viz.:  to  1  sheet,  7/ G<i. ;  one 
shift,  G/i  one  cap,  1/i  one  handkerchief,  1/  Gd.;  to 
Cash  paid  Saml.  Pales,  Esq.,  for  a  Warrant,  &c.,  I/; 
Total,  17/. 

"To    Levy   Sherman,   for  a  Coffin    for    Hannah 
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"Tbe  Sura  total  of  the  above  Said  Accti. 
£21  4/  Id. 

"  Voted  that  the  Town  Clerk  Certify  upon 
Aucts.  allowed  by  the  town  when  ths  aHowane* 
thereof  is,  and  Record  the  same ;  and  that  the  Town 
Treasurer  be  directed  lo  issue  to  such  |>uHi»u»oni  of 
accU.  allowed,  as  shall  apply  for  tbe  same,  a  certifi- 
cate or  certificates,  iu  Lieu  of  sucli  ucctfi.,  whtcb  cer- 
tillcates  ahull  be  received  in  |>aynicnt  by  tliu  ' 
Treasurer  for  any  Town  Tax  not  all  )uiyml  iu  t 
time  of  the  date  of  the  Certificate,  eijuul  lo  the 
sum  in  Gold  and  Silver. 

"A  furtlier  proceeding  upon  the  article  respecting 
the  building  of  a  Town  Koiixe,  and  it  was  luoiioneil 
that  the  committee,  which  was  chosen  for  the  pur- 
pose of  enquiring  for  the  best  a  ccoin  mod  aliens  for  a 
place  lo  erect  the  Town  Uotise  should  be  called  U]iau 
1(1  make  a  report,  The  Committee  being  called  upon, 
reported  that  at  Stephen  Kirby's,  Northwest  comer  of 
his  Land  adjoining  the  Road,  was  tbe  Iwat  place; 
and  the  town  to  receive  of  the  said  8t«pbt.-ii  Kirby 
four  rods  of  land  each  way, — that  is,  Sixteen  Squan 
Rods,  upon  the  condition  of  his  being  exumpi 
from  paying  his  proportion  of  tbe  expense  of  build'! 
ing  said  Town  house. 

"Votfd  that  the  Town  house  be  erected  at 
place  above  mentioned  on  the  said  condition  i 
Stephen  Kirby. 

"Motioned  that  a  Committee  be  chosen  for 
pur[)Ose  of  building  said  house,  and  George  Law 
Wesson  Kirby,  and  William  Hicks  were  chiiscii. 

"  Voted  that  the  Conuniltee  be  impowereil  Iu  i 
duct  as  they  tliink  proper,  in  preparing  MaloriuU  for 
said  house,  and  iu  the  method  and  order  uf  erecting 
it,  having  regard  to  the  manner  of  doing  of  it,  su 
that  tbe  iubabitanis  of  said  town,  in  tilings  they  re- 
ceive of  them,  may  be  as  justly  proportioned,  according 
to  the  circumstances  of  the  Town,  and  apprized  by 
the  said  committee  in  as  near  an  eijuality  as  tliey  can 
come  at  it;  also  voted  that  the  committee  be  iiuiMW- 
ered,  if  in  case  the  aforesaid  quantity  of  land  should 
not  be  enough  for  the  use  of  said  town  fur  Uie  pur- 
pose of  a  Town  house  Lot  (in  their  opinion),  tliat 
lliey  purchase  as  much  more  as  will  be  sulIkiunL 

"At  a  town-meeting  held  Aug.  2,  1788,  ucltng  uu 
the  following  article  of  the  warrant,  vix.:  lal.  Tu 
take  into  consideration  the  expetliency  of  reconsider- 
ing the  former  vote  of  said  Town  respecting  the  place 
of  building  a  Town  House,  and  if  thought  proper  by 
said  town,  to  agree  on  a  more  suitable  place  fur  the 
above  said  purjaisc,  or  otiierwise,  for  the  town  to  act 
and  do  what  sliull  be  thought  moat  projier  respecting 
said  building, 

"The  matter  respecting  a  place  for  building  a 
Town-house  was  taken  up  and  a  vote  was  called 
whether  the  Town  would  reconsider  a  former  vote 
(wliicb  was  for  erecting  said  house  at  the  Nunhweal 
corner  of  Stephen  Kirby's  laud)  or  not,  and  it  passed 
iu  the  affirm  a  Live. 
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"  A  vote  WM  called  whether  said  house  should  be 
erected  at  Stephen  Kirby's,  Southwest  corner  of  his 
land,  or  at  the  Northwest  corner  of  William  QifTord's 
land,  and  it  passotl  to  have  it  erected  at  William 
Giflbrd's. 

"Voted  that  the  Committee  first  chosen  for  build- 
ing said  house,  viz.,  Capt.  William  Hicks,  Wesson 
Kirby,  and  Qcorge  Lawton,  bo  further  impowered  to 
proceed  therein  agreeable  to  the  last  vote  for  said 
house,  and  according  to  the  former  instruction. 

"  At  a  town-meeting  held  at  the  house  of  Wesson 
Kirby,  Sept.  G,  1788, 

"  A  vote  was  called  whether  the  Town  would  re- 
consider the  former  vote  passed  for  building  a  Town 
House  at  the  Northwest  corner  of  William  GifTord's 
land  or  not,  and  it  passed  in  the  negative  not  to  re- 
consider it,  53  voting  for  and  63  against  reconsider- 
ing of  it. 

"Voted  that  the  Committee  for  building  said  Town 
House,  viz.,  Capt.  Willian*  Hicks,  Wesson  Kirby, 
and  George  Lawton,  be  further  instructed  to  proceed 
in  building  said  house,  so  far  as  to  inclose  it  Conve- 
nient &  Sufficient  for  holding  the  next  Annual  Town 
Meeting  in  March  or  April,  1789,  if  possible. 

"  At  a  town-meeting  held  at  the  house  of  Wesson 
Kirby  on  Monday,  Oct.  18,  1788, 

"  Voted  for  the  town  to  purchase  two  Rods  each  way 
of  land  of  Ichabod  Potter  in  the  Southeast  corner  of 
his  home  farm,  and  give  him  Six  Dollars  for  the  same. 

"Voted  to  reconsider  the  former  vote  of  said  Town 
for  building  a  Town  House  at  the  Northwest  corner 
of  William  Gifford's,  and  to  build  it  at  said  Southeast 
corner  of  Ichabod  Potter's  land. 

"Voted  that  the  Committee  chosen  for  building 
said  house  be  directed  to  build  it  at  this  place,  agree- 
able to  the  former  instructions. 

"  The  town-house  was  accordingly  built  at  the  last- 
named  place,  and  was  so  far  completed  that  a  town- 
meeting  was  held  therein  for  the  first  time  on  the 
sixth  day  of  April,  1789.  This  house  is  the  one  now 
in  use  by  the  town.  The  committee  were  paid  for 
their  service  and  attendance  in  building  the  house  at 
the  rate  of  3/  per  day  each.  The  workmen  were  paid 
4/  per  day  each.  The  timber  and  plank,  which  was 
mostly  of  oak,  was  purchased  of  twenty-five  different 
persons,  and  ten  other  persons  furnished  shingles  in 
quantities  of  from  250  to  519  shingles;  and  the  nails, 
which  were  made  by  hand,  were  furnished  by  seven 
diflercnt  persons.  The  total  expense  of  the  house  for 
materials  and  labor,  so  far  as  finished  to  May  13, 
1789,  was  £30  1/5</." 

Deed  of  Stephen  Neck.-— The  following  is  a  copy 
of  the  Indian  deed  to  Stephen  Neck,  contributed  by 
G.  Frederic  Davis : 

"  To  all  people  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come, 
Jonotus,  Sam  Parachus,  and  Sue  Codomoch,  sister  to 
said  JonotUH,  Indians  of  the  town  of  Little  Compton, 
in  the  county  of  Bristol,  in  New  England,  sendeth 
greeting : 


"  Know  Ye,  that  we  the  said  Jonotus,  Sara  Para- 
chus, and  Sue  Codomoch,  for  and  in  consideration  of 
the  full  and  just  sum  of  One  Hundred  and  Twenty 
Pounds  of  current  lawful  money  in  New  England 
aforesaid,  to  us  in  hand  paid  before  the  sealing  and 
delivering  of  these  presents  by  Capt.  William  South- 
worth,  of  Little  Compton  aforesaid,  and  John  Rogers, 
some  time  an  inhabitant  of  Boston,  in  New  England, 
and  now  in  said  Little  Compton,  of  which  said  sum 
of  One  Hundred  and  Twenty  Pounds  we  the  said 
Jonotus,  Sam  Parachus,  and  Sue  Codomoch  do  own 
the  receipt  of,  and  thereof  and  every  part  and  parcel 
thereof  acquit,  exonerate,  and  discharge  the  said 
Wm.  South  worth,  John  Rogers,  them,  and  their,  and 
either  of  their  heirs,  Executors,  and  Administrators 
forever,  by  these  presents  have  given,  granted,  bar- 
gained, and  sold,  alienated  and  enfeoffed,  confirmed, 
and  by  these  presents  do  freely  and  absolutely  give, 
grant,  bargain,  sell,  alien,  enfeoff,  and  confirm  from 
us,  the  said  Jonotus,  Sam  Parachus,  and  Sue  Codo- 
moch, our  heirs,  and  each  of  our  heirs,  unto  Wm. 
South  worth  and  John  Rogers,  their  heirs  and  each  of 
their  heirs  and  assigns  forever,  a  certain  Neck  of 
Land.  Said  Neck  lyeing  and  being  in  the  township 
of  Little  Compton  aforesaid,  and  in  that  part  of  the 
town  called  Coxit,  commonly  called  and  known  by 
the  name  of  Stephen's  Neck.  Bounded  as  followeth, 
viz. : 

"  On  the  North  side  or  end  partly  by  the  lands  of 
Isaac,  an  Indian  preacher,  now  deceased,  and  partly 
by  a  straight  line  drawn  from  the  South  East  corner 
bounds  of  said  Isaac's  land.  Eastly  by  a  snag  wood 
tree,  and  from  said  snag  wood  tree  bounded  on  the 
East  side  by  a  strait  line  running  southerly  to  the 
South  West  corner  of  a  great  rock  that  lieth  about 
two  rods  Eastward  of  a  little  brook,  the  bounds  of  a 
parcel  of  medow  land  formerly  sold  by  Mamanuah 
unto  Capt  Wm.  Southworth  and  Wm.  Soale,  as  may 
appear  by  a  deed  under  the  hand  and  seal  of  the  said 
Mamanuah,  bearing  date  April  2,  1694,  and  then 
bounded  by  said  brook  on  the  East  side  of  the  brook 
until  said  brook  falls  into  the  pond  called  Coceast, 
and  then  bounded  oii  the  East  side  of  said  pond  to 
the  place  where  said  pond  runs  into  the  sea.  Bounded 
on  the  West  side  from  the  said  Isaac's  South  West 
corner,  bound  Southerly  by  the  bounds  that  were 
formerly  the  land  of  Peter  Quashim,  until  it  comes  to 
a  pond  called  by  the  Indians  Nonoqueshago,  and 
then  said  pond  to  be  the  Bound  on  the  West  side  uii- 
till  it  comes  to  the  place  where  said  pond  runs  into 
the  sea.  The  sea  being  the  bound  on  the  South  side 
or  end  of  said  Neck,  containing  about  Three  Hun- 
dred acres  of  land,  be  it  more  or  less,  with  all  the 
singular,  the  privileges,  and  appuranenses  thereunto 
belonging  in  Little  Compton  aforesaid,  called  Ste- 
phen's Neck,  with  all  and  singular  the  privileges  and 
appurtanenses  thereunto  belonging,  as  it  is  herein 
before  butted  and  bounded  unto  the  said  Wm.  South- 
worth  and  John  Rogers,  they  and  either  of  them. 


their  and  eilher  of  tlieir  executors,  osaigcis  forever, 
to  tlie  ouly  proper  use  ond  behoof  of  them  their  heira 
and  aaaigDs  forever,  free  mid  clear,  clearly  acquHtod 
Qf  and  from  all  olher  and  former  gritnts,  hargaina, 
•ales,  leasea,  mortgages,  dowers,  iiituDgles,  alieiia- 
tionu  whatHoever  made,  committed,  or  done  by  u»  the 
■aid  Jonotua,  Sam  PtLrauhuu,  Sue  Codomouk,  or  any 
of  us  or  our  heirs,  or  uiiy  of  our  heini  or  aasigna 
whaUoever,  and  that  it  shall  and  oiay  be  lawful,  by 
virtue  of  these  presents,  to  and  for  the  said  Wm, 
Southworth  and  John  Bogera,  uud  either  of  their 
beire,  executors,  administrators,  or  aaaigns,  and  every' 
of  them  from  time  to  time,  (uid  at  all  times  forever 
hereafter  freely,  peacably,  and  quietly  to  take  and 
possess,  occupy,  use,  and  enjoy  before  bargained 
premises  without  any  lawful  suit,  trouble  or  denial, 
interruption,  eviction,  or  disturbance  of  us  or  any 
of  ua,  the  said  Jonotua,  Sam  Parachus,  and  Bue  Cod- 
omoult,  or  any  of  our  heirs  or  exeeutors  or  aHsigns 
whatsoever,  and  that  we  the  said  Jonotua,  Sain 
Parachus,  and  Bue  Codomock  do  own  and  ufhrm  U> 
be  the  (me  proprietors  and  lawful  possesson  of  the 
■bove  Neck  of  land,  and  for  tlie  contirmation  of  the 
•ale  thereof,  in  manner  and  form  above  eipresaed,  we 
the  said  Jonotua,  tjum  Parachus,  and  Sue  Codomock 
have  to  these  presents  set  our  hands  and  seals  this 
€tli  day  of  April,  Anno  Domini  One  Thousand  seven 
Hundred,  in  the  twelfth  year  of  the  reign  of  William 
the  Third  of  England,  Scotland,  France,  and  Ireland, 
King. 

"  Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of 
tu  witnesaea, 

"  John  Cob, 

"  William  Pabodie,  Jr. 

"  Bristol,  m.,  April  9,  1700.  The  above-men- 
tioned JonotUB,  Sam  Parachus,  Sue  Codomock  ap- 
peared before  me,  the  subscriber,  one  of  hia  majesty's 
Justice  of  Peace  for  said  county,  and  acknowledged 
the  above  written  instrument  to  be  their  own  free  act 
uid  deed. 


'  Tho 
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"  The  mark  of  Jonotus  and  a 

"The  mark  of  Sam  Paruchiia 

"  The  mark  of  Sue  Oodoinouk 

"  Entered  April  tho  lltli  by  John  Cory,  llecurdi 

"  lluiH-ruL,  ».,  llth.  May  12, 1703,  then  taken  out 
of  the  reconl  for  said  county  and  is  a  true  copy 
thereof. 

"  Attest,  John  Cory,  llecofdor," 

At  the  south  end  of  the  town  of  Weat)>ort  lies  a 
■mall  harbor,  ut  the  mouth  of  Wextporl  Hivcr,  "  for- 
tunate in  the  natural  poaition  of  iltt  boundaries,"  and 
favorable  fur  a  good  harbor,  so  situated  that  one  of 
the  bounddries  of  the  harbor  laps  by  the  other  so  as 
to  completely  mislead  one  as  to  the  entrunee  thereto. 
8o  complete  is  the  deception  that  during  the  Itevo- 
lutionary  war  it  guincd  the  name  of  the  "Devil's 
Pocket-Hole,"  ju  vessels  acquainted  could  enter,  sail 
Up  the  river  a  short  distance,  and  drop  their  anila  at 


the  wharves  of  Westi>ort  Point,  where  only  the  n 
could  be  seen,  but  no  manner  of  admittance  Uieroto; 
and  Huch  was  the  anger  of  the  Britishers  at  belag  tlius 
foiled  of  their  prey  that  they,  niter  cruising  back  and 
lurth,  in  wrath  would  open  Hre  upon  Uiu  hamlets 
lying  along  the  shore,  and  during  one  of  theMfliirrlM 
the  south  side  of  the  present  dwelling  of  G.  Fmlcric 
Davis  was  curried  away  by  a  shell  from  a  vessel  lying 
about  half  n  mile  off  the  shore,  marks  uf  which  the 
ancient  building  carried  till  thoroughly  reiiuvutul  a 
few  years  siriuc. 

UUitia.— From  16«4  until  1787,  a  period  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty-three  yeaia,  the  local  militia  of 
that  section  of  country  now  Westport  formed  a  part 
of  the  military  forces  nf  Dartmouth,  wliioh  forcta 
were,  in  1UG7,  by  the  Colonial  Court  ordered  to  sub- 
mit to  the  orders  of  Sorgt.  Jamea  Shaw  and  Arlliur 
liatherway,  who  by  the  authority  of  the  said  court 
were  appointed  to  exercise  tlio  men  in  amis  in  tlic 
town  of  Dartmouth.  About  six  years  liilur,  vix., 
March  4,  1673,  John  Smitli  was  uppointcil  and  ciim- 
miasioned  lieutenant  commandant  of  all  the  local 
militia  of  Dartmouth,  and  connuiiueully  of  Llioite  re- 
siding withiu  tlie  limits  uf  what  subsei|Uontly  became 
Weatport.  Lieut,  Smith's  subonlinalo  olliecr  was 
Jaeob  Mitchell,  who  was  commiMiouetl  ensign -buarer. 

It  is  extremely  diflicult,  and  in  some  uasiss  impas- 
sible, to  learn  who  were  tho  military  k>adera,  the 
"Train  Band  OapUins"  of  the  local  militia  of  ilie 
diU'erent  towns,  aa  very  meagre  records  of  these  ap- 
pear in  the  public  archives  in  the  ofli«;e  of  the  Socre- 
titry  of  Stale  in  Itiwliiu,  and  these  are  particularly 
deficient  for  the  century  oommenuiug  al  tliu  date 
when  ttie  colonies  of  Mansiichusetts  Hay  in  New  Eng- 
land and  that  of  New  Plymouth,  now  called  Old 
Colony,  were  unitetl.  Indeed  it  was  not  until  tho 
adoption  of  a  State  Conutitulion,  near  the  close  uf  the 
war  of  the  American  Itevolutiun,  that  order  came  out 
of  confuaion,  system  and  care  succeeded  irregularity 
and  neglect,  and  the  military  history  of  each  town 
can  bo  definitely  and  easily  Irnueil  in  the  oflioes  of 
tlie  Secretary  uf  State  and  Adjutant-Ucueral  in  Dos- 

Wliile  the  Knint-h  and  Indian  wan 
Zuelicns  Tobcy  ami  ICliciieKcr  Willis  < 
Dartmouth  militia.  Oajit.  Tobey  was  pnunutctl  to 
major  of  the  Second  Itcginieiit  in  I7li2,  and  CajiL 
Willis  was  promoted  lo  major  of  the  same  regiment 
in  or  about  1771,  and  diaohargeil  Sept.  lU.  l??:.. 

As  early  iks  17152,  the  militia  of  old  or  original  Dart- 
mouth had  become  so  nunierouH  as  lo  bo  dividwl  into 
live  companies,  one  of  which  doubtless  embraced  the 
train  band  and  alarm  list  of  what  is  now  Westjiort. 
The  eun  I  missioned  oOicers  of  these  uom|>anies  al  that 
date  were  as  follows : 

( iipt'iiiii. — ICbencxcr  Aiken,  Job  Aluiuy,  KKukict 
(Jornull,  Kunjamin  Sherman,  and  Elkanah  Wiuslow. 

LicJitenanU. — Jonathan  Wiuslow,  James  Wilkey, 
William  Hix,  Thomas  Dennis,  and  Benjamin  Terry. 
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Ensiffjis. — Elkanah  Tobey,  James  llichmond,  Sam- 
uel Brownell,  John  Babcock,  and  Jarius  Clark. 

Nineteen  years  later  tlie  militia  of  ancient  Dart- 
nioutli  Imd  lioen  increnflc<l  to  nine  companicri,  and 
that  part  of  these  forces  in  what  subsequently  be- 
came Westport  appeared  under  these  officers,  viz.: 
Robert  Earl,  captain;  Sylvester  Brownell,  lieutenant; 
and  John  Hix,  ensign. 

In  July,  1788,  Capt.  Robert  Earl  was  promoted  to 
major  of  the  Second  Regiment  of  the  Bristol  County 
brigade,  and  liiout.  Sylvester  Brownell  advanced  to 
captain  of  the  Westport  company. 

May  20,  1794,  Capt.  Sylvester  Brownell  was  ])ro- 
nioted  to  major. 

Barber,  in  his  "Historical  Collections,"  published 
in  1848,  in  speaking  of  Westport,  says,  "This  town, 
previous  to  its  incorporation  in  1787,  was  a  part  of 
Dartmouth.  There  are  two  small  villages  in  the 
town,  one  at  the  head  of  East  River,  the  other  at 
Westport  Point.  The  people  are  much  divided  in 
religious  sentiments.  There  are  five  meeting-houses  : 
two  for  Friends,  two  for  Baptists,  and  one  for  Meth- 
odists. There  is  also  a  small  society  of  Congrega- 
tionalists.  The  village  at  the  head  of  East  or  Nocha- 
cttrk  River  is  about  eight  miles  from  New  Bedford, 
eight  from  Franklin,  and  twenty-one  from  Newport. 
Formerly  considerable  quantities  of  timber  were  ob- 
tained in  this  town.  The  whale  fishery  is  now  an 
important  branch  of  business;  eight  whaling  vessels 
now  go  out  from  Westport  Point.  There  is  a  cotton- 
mill  in  this  town  having  3072  spindles,  which  in  1837 
consumed  300,000  pounds  of  cotton  ;  270,000  pounds 
of  cotton  yarn  were  manufactured,  the  value  of  which 
was  $()7,.')00." 

Westport  in  1883. — The  town  of  Westport  has 
five  i>ost-offices,  viz.:  North  Westport,  Westport, 
South  Westport,  Central  village,  and  Westport 
Point.  The  principal  villages  are  Westport  Point, 
Head  of  Westport,  and  Westport  Factory. 

Westport  Point  is  situated  at  the  southerly  part  of 
the  town,  between  the  east  and  west  branches  of 
Westport  River.  It  contains  about  one  hundred  and 
fifty  inhabitants,  many  of  whom  are  engaged  in  fish- 
ing. Whaling  vessels  were  formerly  fitted  from  this 
IK)rt,  but  there  is  no  large  shipping  there  at  this  time. 

Head  of  Westjiort,  or  Westport  village,  is  situated 
at  the  head  of  the  east  branch  of  Westport  River, 
and  contains  from  one  hundred  and  fifly  to  two  hun- 
dred inhabitants. 

Westport  Factory  village  la  situated  one  and  a  half 
niih^  iiorllierly  from  Westport  village  and  partly  in 
the  town  of  Dartmouth.  It  contains  upwards  of  two 
hundred  inhabitants,  most  of  whom  arc  employed  by 
the  Westport  Manufacturing  Company,  who  carry  on 
an  extensive  business  in  the  manufacture  of  carpet 
warp,  twine,  w irking,  cotton  batting,  etc. 

Westport  Harbor  is  situated  on  the  west  side  of  the 
West  River,  nearly  opposite  Westport  Point.  It  has 
a  large  board ine-house  and  several  cottages,  which 


are  occupied  by  visitors  from  abroad  during  the  sum- 
mer season.  The  New  Bedford  and  Fall  River  Rail- 
road passes  across  the  northerly  part  of  the  town,  but 
is  of  little  advantage  to  the  majority  of  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  town. 

The  Fall  River  correspondent  of  the  Providence 
Journal^  in  speaking  of  Westport  Factory  village, 
says, — 

"  One  of  the  most  quiet,  pleasing,  and  successful 
business  villages  in  the  vicinity  of  Fall  River  is 
Westport  Factory,  some  six  miles  out  from  this  city, 
on  Westport  River,  in  the  town  of  Westport  A  long 
time  ago  capital  was  invested  there  and  a  cotton-mill 
of  medium  size  was  erected,  the  power  being  fur- 
nished by  a  dam  across  Westport  River.  Some 
twenty  or  more  years  ago  this  property  was  pur- 
chased by  Mr.  William  B.  Traffbrd,  who  for  some 
years  previously  had  been  associated  with  Mr.  Au- 
gustus Chace,  of  this  city,  in  manufacturing  enter- 
prises. Mr.  Traflbrd  reorganized  the  mill  and  in- 
fuseil  a  new  life  into  every  department,  and  it  soon 
became  a  standing  success.  Mr.  Traflbrd  secured  the 
best  of  help,  discouraged  the  use  of  alcohol,  encour- 
aged the  operatives  to  build  themselves  permanent 
homes,  and  in  the  history  of  the  concern  there  has 
been  no  clashing  between  employer  and  employ6  on 
the  questions  of  labor  or  wages.  No  strikes  are  said 
to  afllict  this  concern,  because  the  work-people  are 
contented  and  satisfied.  Many  of  them  own  their  neat 
little  homes,  and  on  riding  through  the  village  a  no- 
ticeable feature  is  the  cleanliness  of  everything  and 
the  quietness  surrounding  the  place.  A  neat  little 
chapel  has  been  erected,  which  is  occupied  half  of 
each  Sunday  by  a  Protestant  and  the  other  half  by  a 
Roman  Catholic  preacher,  if  they  choose  to  preach, 
and  as  there  is  no  liquor-shop  allowed,  there  is  no 
drunkenness  unless  the  victim  buys  his  liquor  abroad. 
In  fact,  it  is  a  strict  rule  that  the  work-people  must 
keep  sober,  and  the  rule  is  obeyed.  Mr.  William  B. 
Traflbrd  was  a  man  of  great  public  spirit,  and  paid 
out  of  his  own  pocket  half  the  expenses  of  a  new 
road  from  the  Narrows  to  the  Factory,  three  miles  or 
more,  some  ten  years  ago.  He  died  about  1880,  but 
fortunately  had  reared  his  sons  to  the  business. 
Within  a  year  after  his  death  the  oldest  son  was 
thrown  from  his  buggy  and  killed.  Mr.  Chapin  Traf- 
ford,  another  son,  now  manages  the  concern.  The 
business  now  carrie<l  on  is  buying  the  waste  of  the 
cotton-mills  in  Fall  River  and  cheap  cotton,  and 
manufacturing  cotton  batting  and  yarn  for  cheap 
goo<ls.  All  their  supplies  arc  hauled  from  this  city, 
and  the  finished  goods  returned  the  same,  and  their 
heavy  teams  arc  quite  a  feature  on  our  streets.  The 
business  has  been  highly  profitable.  Mr.  TrafTord, 
the  manager,  completed  an  elegant  mansion  in  the 
Factory  village  last  year,  and  lives  neighbor  to  his 
operatives,  but  in  elegant  style.  It  is  rare  to  find  an 
established  business  that  has  done  better  than  this  in 
the  same  number  of  years." 
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The  Fint  Christian  Church  in  Weitport.'— Nour 
the  done  of  the  last  century  this  vicitiiLjr,  so  lotig 
under  llie  influence  of  religioua  teneto  of  tlie  FrieruU, 
WAa  inapircd  witli  a  detiire  for  more  coinprehehiiive 
religious  opinions,  and  us  tlie  BB|itiaC  Church  nl 
North  Dartinoutli  (Hixville], 'under  llio  pasUirahip 
of  Elder  Daniel  Hix,  lind  iidopIt?d  the  Itibte  at  their 
only  rule  of  fuith,  anil  Chriatiuii  experience  their 
DDly  tcet  of  religioua  fellowahip  {so  cnnsiderini;  all 
creeda  unDeceasary),  this  duclrine  of  gospel  liberty 
naturally  extended  itaelf  iuto  this  town,  where  KIdcr 
Hix  wna  well  known  nnd  much  mpected. 

In  1319  religious  meetings  were  held  at  the  Head 
of  tlie  River,  when  Peleg  Siasou,  Juualhan  Mosher, 
George  Mosher,  Tliuddeus  Reynolds,  Cathariiiu  Sowlo, 
Bopliia  Tripp,  Rai;hel  Tripp,  Buaannah  I.awtoii,  tiiu- 
■beth  Tripp,  and  Phehe  Moaher,  beini;  in  "I'dlow 
ship,  requested  Elder  Daniel  His,  of  Dartmouth,  lo 
meet  nith  tbem,  and,  agreeable  to  their  requcat,  ac- 
knowledged them  the  Firat  Chriatiaii  Cburch  in 
Westport,  Mass."  Tliey  coutinued  lo  worship  in  pri- 
vate dwellings  until  the  completion  of  their  house  of 
worahip,  which  was  erected  under  the  following  call : 
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There  were  no  officers  chosen  until  November,  1826, 
"  when  they  made  choice  of  Peleg  Sisson  for  minis- 
ter, and  Brethren  Oeorge  M.  Brownell  and  Jonathan 
Idosher  for  deacona,  agreeable  to  the  directions  given 
in  the  Holy  Scripture,  by  fasting,  prayer,  and  laying 
DD  of  handa.  BlderSieson  lived  about  eleven  montha 
from  that  lime.  His  daya  were  filled  up  with  a  good 
degree  of  usefulness,  agreeable  in  life  and  lamented 
In  death."  He  was  succeeded  by  Elder  Howard 
Tripp,  a  young  man  whose  praise  ia  in  all  tlic  church, 
under  whose  labors  the  membership  increaited  to  one 
hundred  and  eighty-four.  Deacon  Mo«licr  uiove<l  to 
New  Uedfont  soon  aller  hia  appointment, and  Dcucoii 
Brownell  died  Sept.  20, 1830.  Thoy  were  succeeded 
In  oHice  by  Benjamin  Tripp,  wboae  labora  uontiuued 
until  his  deuth,  Jan.  IT,  1S74,  and  Howland  Tripp, 
fnho  united  with  another  clinrcli  in  lH4;i.  Since  then 
ether  members  have  served  as  occasion  deniandeil. 
Deacon  Uowland  Tripp  was  chosen  firat  clerk  Oct. 
16, 1H30;  Robert  Lawton,  Aug.  20,  1S4I,  and  John  A. 
Bmith,  tlie  present  clerk,  March  9,  1878. 

About  1833  they  were  troubled  with  Mormon  mis- 
sionaries, who  persisted  in  occupying  their  lioiiat!  of 
worship,  and  in  1844  they  were  greatly  annoyed  by 
those  who  headed  the  cry,  "  Come  ye  out  of  Babylon," 
.but  the  timely  counsel  of  Rev.  1.  H.  Coe,  and  the 

>  B)  Cunii  1.  l>]<in:a. 


The  first  mention  of  a  Sabbath -school  is  July  1^1 
1842,  but   it  is  known   to   bave   existed  before   ihia^] 
Jan.  9,   1844,  the  society  ivua   incor|Kirated,  and   ti!a 
1854  pews  were  put  in  the  house  of  worship.     I'n 
out  value  of  properly  ia  about  eight  hundred  dollars. 
In  184S,  Abner  Q.  Devol  waa  "Uceusad  to  iui|ir(ive 
his  gift."    Since  Ihuu  James  L.  Pierce,  Juhu  CI.  Dum- 
iiiona,  nidcoii  W.  Tripp,  ua  ordained  niinlalvn,  aiwl 
llobert  A,  Lawtoti,  u  liuuntiiite  from   lhi«  ohuit)k,'a 
have  joined  the  Rhutia  IsUmd  and   MHstuivhuwettk^l 
Christian  Conference,  the  church  joining  Seplenibef, 
1862. 

This  church  has  eiijoye<t  a  number  of  revivals,  nint 
as  the  nucleus  of  religious  effort  here  has  the  pleosiira 
of  recognizing  the  following  societies  asheroirapring: 
The  Second  Christian  Church  at  South  Westport,  or- 
ganised Sept.  18. 1838;  tbeThird.atOonlrnI  Village, 
Juno  10,  1839;  the  Fourth,  at  ilrownoH'B  Curner, 
July  4,  1843;  and  Ihe  PaciHc  Union  Congregational, 
May,  1868.  Services  were  held  at  Westport  Factory 
for  many  years,  and  they  continued  with  us  until 
1671.  Since  then  a  respectable  congregation  of  Chris- 
tians assemble  regularly,  but  are  aa  yut  unorguuiicil. 

No  article  of  faith  has  ever  been  received  by  this 
body,  but  rules  for  busiiiesa  have  been  aduptod  wtieu 
neceteary,  all  of  which  passed  a  complulu  revlaluii 
March  9, 1878. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Tripp,  wife  of  Deacon  Kenjiimin, 
tbe  lost  of  the  original  members,  died  in  the  year 
1 883  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-two  yenra.  Three 
hundred  and  twelve  persons  have  joined  this  church, 
its  present  membership  being  eighty-one. 

The  following  have  been  pastuni  and  nupplios; 
Peleg  Siasoii,  llowuni  Trijip,  John  l>hillip»,  Isiutc 
Smith,  William  W.  Smith,  Wesley  llurnliuni,  I.  W. 
flnifram,  K.  II.  lildiiilgv,  Samuel  While,  Jamus  U 
I'iurce,  John  II.  I'arrJa,  (Icorgu  W.  Dyur,  Jtdiii  U. 
flummoiis,  (lidcim  W.  Tripp,  A.  D.  Ithinaianl,  I''.  P. 
Snow,  Gardner  Dwui,  CiiriiB  1.  Pierce,  II.  I'.  Cluillbrd, 
and  Curtis  T.  Pierce. 

The  Second  Christian  Church  at  South  West- 
port  was  orgiiniKcd  Bcpt.  18,  1S38,  with  the  follow- 
ing memhera:  Sanford  Briglitman,  David  llniwucll, 
Buruh  W.  Brownell,  Betty  Brightman,  Mary  llright- 
inan,  Myra  E.  Brightman,  and  Ann  Macomber,  Elden 
Muses  How,  Charles  Morgaridge,  and  Gardner  Dean 
participating  in  the  inaugural  services.  David 
Itrowncll  was  cboitcn  clerk,  and  was  the  only  oliicer 
unlil  Aug.  28,  1841,  when  Brethren  Jacob  Chase  and 
John  Allen  were  cliosen  deacons  and  ordained  soon 
after.  With  tbe  decease  of  Deacon  Chase  the  office 
reuisined  vacant  until  Aug,  28,  1880,  wbeu  Oharlea 
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U.  Allen  WA8  cliascn  junior  deacon.  Deacon  Allen 
was  chosen  clerk  Nov.  2,  1849,  and  continued  tliirtv- 
one  years ;  Abraham  Allen,  present  clerk,  Aug.  28, 
1880.  The  Sabbath -school  was  organized  June  6, 
1849.  Feb.  1, 1876,  they  dedicated  their  new  house  of 
worship,  valued  at  sixteen  hundred  dollars.  Aug.  28, 
1880,  they  revised  their  articles  of  church  government. 

This  church  has  enjoyed  a  good  degree  of  prosper- 
ity, even  without  much  pastoral  labor,  one  hundred 
and  forty-two  having  joined  since  its  organization, 
and  numbering  fifby-fivc  at  present. 

The  following  have  been  pastors  and  supplies : 
Elder  Mntthins  E.  Gammons,  Cephas  Chamberlain, 
Gideon  W.  Tripp,  Philip  San  ford,  Hon  jam  in  Mnsher, 
Nathaniel  Lovcring,  Charles  P.  Snow,  N.  8.  ('ha<l- 
wick. 

The  Third  Christian  Church,  at  Brownell*8 
Comer,  was  organized  July  4,  1843,  with  the  fol- 
lowing membership:  Rowland  Tripp,  Gideon  Tripp, 
Philip  Devol,  Holder  Earl,  Thomas  Sanford,  Eliza- 
beth Tripp,  Sarah  Law  ton,  Basheba  Earl,  Mary 
Sanford,  Maria  Devol,  Naomi  Briggs,  Betsy  Petty. 
The  house  of  worship  was  opened  and  dedicated  the 
same  day.  Elder  Iloward  Tripp  delivered  the  dedi- 
catory sermon,  and  continued  as  pastor  until  the 
summer  of  1847.  Since  then  the  following  have 
served  as  pastors:  Elders  Frederick  Tripp,  John  W. 
Hunter,  Matthias  E.  Gammons,  Philip  Sanford, 
Ephraim  Burroughs,  Benjamin  F.  Masher,  Gould 
Anthony,  O.  F.  Woltze.  Howland  Tripp  and  Gideon 
Lawton  were  the  first  deacons.  Isaac  D.  Earl  and 
Edwin  Lawton  are  the  present  deacons ;  Isaac  D. 
Eiarl,  present  clerk.  Seven  years  from  its  organiza- 
tion it  numbered  seventy-five  members;  whole  num- 
ber who*  have  joined  is  one  hundred  and  nineteen  ; 
present  membership,  fifty-one ;  value  of  property, 
eight  hundred  dollars.  There  are  six  of  the  first 
members  still  living.  The  oldest  is  Mary  Sanford, 
aged  ninety-one. 

The  First  Christian  Church,  North  Westport,  * 
was  organized  Jan.  1,  1858,  with  the  following  mem- 
bers: Joshua  Wordell,  Perry  Davis,  Gershom  Wor- 
dell,  Sylvia  Wordell,  Rachel  Davis,  Edmund  Wor- 
dell, Peleg  Dennis,  Mahaley  Dennis,  Mary  Blossom, 
Sarah  Ann  Crapo,  Patience  A.  Barney,  Isaac  A.  An- 
thony, Christiana  Anthony,  Abiel  Davis,  Rhoda 
Davis,  Abby  8.  Sherman,  David  D,  Petty,  Louisa 
Sherman,  Clarissa  Blossom,  Roeina  Sherman,  Martha 
Millard,  Ann  Mariah  Branley,  Ruth  B.  Davis. 

The  first  pnstor  was  Elder  William  Faunce,  who 
served  the  church  until  Feb.  20,  1864. 

At  a  church-mocting  held  Sept.  10, 18C4,  J.  15.  Par- 
ris  was  chosen  pastor,  and  at  a  meeting  held  April  10, 
1866,  Stephen  M.  Andrews  was  chosen  pastor,  and 
Jan.  26,  1873,  A.  H.  Francis  was  accepted  as  pastor 
of  the  church,  and  was  ordained  by  request  of  the 
church. 
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The  next  acccmnt  of  a  pastor  is  in  1875,  when  Elder 
Elihu  Grant  commebced  his  work  the  second  Sabbath 
in  January,  and  resigned  in  March,  1879.  Rev.  B.  F. 
Mosher,  the  present  pastor,  was  chosen  the  same 
spring. 

The  society  has  a  fine  church  edifice,  free  from  debt. 

The  church  accepts  no  creed  but  the  Bible,  and  fel- 
lowships all  who  maintain  a  Christian  character. 
There  are  on  rolls  one  hundred  and  nineteen  names, 
twenty-four  of  whom  have  died,  eight  have  been  dis- 
missed, one  excommunicated,  leaving  seventy-six  on 
the  roll  at  present,  many  of  whom  are  non-residents, 
having  moved  from  the  place.  The  edifice  was  erected 
before  the  church  was  organized;  probably  completed 
in  18r)7.  There  is  no  date  of  the  dedication  of  the 
building,  but  probably  it  was  dedicated  on  the  same 
day  of  the  organization. 

The  Third  Christian  Church' of  Westport  was 
organized  June  10,  1839,  with  the  following  mem- 
bers: Daniel  Tripp,  Abner  Tripp,  Gidean  W.  Tripp, 
Green  Allin,  Silva  Tripp,  Susanah  Tripp,  Pheby 
Potter,  Pheby  Allin,  Susan  T.  Brownell,  Christiany 
Allin,  Cathrine  Tripp,  and  Pheby  Tripp.  The  fol- 
lowing is  a  list  of  pastors  from  its  organization  to  the 
present  time:  Elder  Callogue,  Elder  George  Dyre, 
Elder  Gideon  W.  Tripp,  Elder  Isrel  Wood,  Elder 
Orrin  J.  Weight,  Elder  Bardon  M.  Bacer.  The 
church  building  was  erected  in  1842.  The  present 
ofiicers  are:  Deacons,  Henry  Brighton  and  God  fry 
Cormet ;  Clerk,  Henry  Brightman. 

Friends'  Church,  Central  Village.'— The  Friends' 
Meeting  at  Central  village  was  set  off  from  Dartmouth 
Meeting  in  the  year  1766,  under  the  name  of  Acoaxet 
Monthly  Meeting,— this  village  at  that  time  being  the 
western  part  of  Old  Dartmouth,  and  called  by  the  In- 
dian name  of  Acoaxet.  Several  years  afterwards  its 
name  was  changed  to  Westport  Monthly  Meeting. 
The  present  house  was  built  in  1814  at  a  cost  of 
eleven  hundred  and  ninety-eight  dollars.  This  was, 
however,  a  rebuild  (but  we  have  no  record  of  when 
the  house  was  built  which  was  occupied  previous  to 
this).  I  wish  I  could  give  you  a  picture  of  it.  It  is 
with  great  pleasure  I  look  back  to  my  childhood 
days,  and  think  of  that  large,  commodious  old  meet- 
ing-house, with  its  bright,  blazing  fires  in  the  large 
fireplaces,  and  its  rows  of  venerable  gray  heads 
arranged  along  on  the  high  seats.  No  paint  or 
marks  of  decoration  were  seen  upon  its  massive 
beams  or  walls,  no  stuffed  cushions  on  its  benches, 
or  carpets  covered  its  sanded  floors,  but  the  whole 
was  a  picture  of  neatness.  In  1872  the  old  meeting- 
house was  summoned  to  lay  aside  its  quaint  old 
garb  and  undergo  another  remodeling,  which  is  the 
present  house  now  occupied. 

The  first  members  were  Ichabod  EJddy,  Joshua 
Devol,  Mercy  Devol,  Israel  Wood,  Philip  Tripp, 
Margaret  Tripp,  Christian  Brightman,  Sarah  White.  * 


*  Djr  Ilenry  Brightman. 


s  Bj  Hmnoah  B.  Gifford. 
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List  of  ministera:  Warren  Gifford,  Tabitha  Qifford, 
Jeremiah  Austin,  William  P. '  Macomber,  Joseph 
Tripp,  Rebekah  Tripp,  Annie  Macomber,  Mary  £. 

Giflbrd. 

I  cannot  justly  leave  the  history  of  this  meeting 
without  making  particular  mention  of  one  of  its 
members.  I  iillude  to  Capt.  Paul  Cuff,  whose  name 
hus  been  bunded  down  from  generation  to  generation 
as  a  man  of  great  worth  and  noble  character.  He 
was  born  on  Cutty  hunk,  one  of  the  Elizabeth  Islands, 
in  the  year  175i).  His  father  was  a  slave,  his  mother 
a  niitive  Indian  by  the  name  of  Ruth  Moses.  He 
was  tall  and  dignified  in  his  appearance,  his  hair 
straight,  and  his  complexion  was  not  dark.  A  man 
of  limited  education,  and,  in  traveling  over  the  world 
as  he  did,  sensibly  realizc<l  what  a  loss  ho  sustained 
by  this  ])rivation.  Several  times  during  his  voyages 
ho  took  home  with  him  poor  boys  from  foreign  ports 
to  educate  them.  In  two  weeks  he  learned  enough  of 
navigation  to  command  his  own  vessels,  of  which  he 
built  seven. 

At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  became  a  sailor,  and  made 
a  whaling  voyage  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  His  second 
voyage  was  to  the  West  Indies,  but  on  the  third  he  was 
captured  by  a  British  ship  during  the  Revolutionary 
war  (in  1776),  and  held  a  prisoner  three  months  at 
New  York.  He  joined  this  meeting  in  the  year  1808, 
and  often  appeared  in  the  ministry  with  deep  devo- 
tional feelings. 

In  1810  he  received  a  certificate  from  the  meeting 
to  visit  Africi^ ;  later  he  had  one  to  go  to  Washing- 
ton ;  still  later,  two  others,  one  to  visit  Africa  the 
second  time,  lla  had  a  strong  attachment  for  the 
people  of  his  own  color. 

It  was  this  same  Capt.  Cuff,  witli  his  brother  John, 
who  sent  in  a  petition  to  the  Legislature  in  the  year 
1778  which  was  the  means  of  passing  the  law  giving 
all  free  persons  of  color  equal  privileges  with  other 
citizens,  also  rendering  them  liable  to  taxation,— a 
day  which  ought  to  be  gratefully  remembered  in 
connection  with  the  name  of  Paul  Cuff  by  all  the 
colored  people  of  Massachusetts. 

One  more  incident  of  this  worthy  man.  On  a  cer- 
tain time  he  visited  New  Bedford,  and  stopped  at  a 
public-house  with  some  friends,  and  was  sitting  in 
the  travelers*  room,  wanning  himself  by  the  fire. 
When  the  hour  of  dinner  arrived  the  landlady  en- 
tered the  room  and  told  Capt.  Cuff  she  would  set  him 
a  separate  table.  lie  politely  thanked  her,  and  then 
told  her  he  had  previously  accei>ted  an  invitation  to 
dine  with  Hon.  Williaui  Kotch. 

lie  owned  a  farm  in  WeHl|)ort  of  one  hundred 
acres,  about  two  miles  south  of  llix's  Bridge;  also  a 
store-house  and  wharf,  where  his  vessels  were  built. 

He  died  at  his  liome  in  1817,  and  hid  remains  lie 
buried  in  Friends'  hurying-ground  at  ('entral  village. 

Pacific  Union  Congregational  Church,*— In  the 

^  By  J.  L.  Anthony. 


month  of  March,  1850,  Rev.  J.  B.  Parris  was  engaged 
to  supply  the  pulpit  of  the  Old  House  (so  called),  it 
being  the  first  Christian  Church  in  Weatport.of  that 
denomination.  Mr.  Parris  labored  with  them  two 
years.  His  salary  was  small,  and  obtained  by  volun- 
tary subscription.  At  or  near  the  close  of  his  second 
year,  as  usual,  a  committee  was  chosen  to  solicit  sub- 
scriptions for  his  salary  the  coming  year.  The  day 
before  his  last  Sabbath  for  the  year  a  meeting  of  the 
church  and  society  was  held  to  hear  the  re|M>rt  of  the 
committee.  The  committee  reported  tliey  hud  been 
unable  to  obtain  the  amount  for  his  salary.  The 
m(Mlerator  of  the  meeting  (Dr.  R.  B.  Sisson)  suggested 
that  he,  Mr.  Parris,  be  informed  of  their  inability  to 
continue  his  lal>ors  longer,  and  that  a  letter  of  recom- 
mendation bo  given  him  to  other  sister  churrhcs.  A 
letter  was  written  and  presented  to  the  iiioeting,  and 
a  vote  piuiscd  that  the  clerk  inform  him  of  the  doings 
of  the  meeting,  and  present  to  him  thu  letter  of  rec- 
ommendation. 

The  week  following  his  last  Sabbath  at  the  Old 
House  he  was  called  upon  by  three  gentlemen,  two  of 
whom  a  short  time  previous  had  returiie<l  from  Cali- 
fornia, and  neither  of  the  three  had  been  an  attend- 
ant upon  his  ministry,  but  were  highly  pleased  with 
his  deportment  as  a  minister  of  the  gospel.  They 
questioned  him  to  know  if  he  would  continue  hislalion 
in  the  village  and  preach  in  Washington ian  Hall 
if  they  could  obtain  subscriptions  to  the  amount  of 
his  salary,  assuring  him  that  no  eflbrt  had  l>cen  made 
to  obtain  it,  and  the  people  were  anxious  for  him  to 
continue  with  them.  His  answer  to  them  was  that  if 
the  people  wished  him  to  sUiy  and  preach  in  the  hall 
he  had  no  objection,  and  the  amount  raise<l  on  uv  he 
fore  {Saturday.  A  subscription  paper  was  starteil, 
and  before  Saturday  night  he  was  informed  the 
amount  had  been  obtained, and  Sunday  he  coninienceil 
his  labors  in  the  hall,  it  being  March,  18i'>2,  where 
most  of  the  church  membei*s  from  the(/hristian  CMiuch 
and  all  the  congregation  followed  liini. 

Mr.  Parris  continued  his  labors  in  the  hall  till  De- 
cember, 18r>r),  when  the  Pacilic  Union  I'hurch  build- 
ing was  completed  and  dedicated,  and  he  was  invitetl 
by  its  proprietors  l4>  occupy  its  pulj>it,  which  he  did 
till  March,  1858,  when  he  informed  his  frienils  and 
congregation  he  should  not  be  a  candidate  ft>r  the 
pul))it  any  longer,  as  his  throat  had  troubled  him 
much  during  the  jiast  year,  and  several  Sabbaths  was 
unable  to  preach. 

In  the  month  of  December,  18r)3,  Zacheus  (iitford, 
an  uttondant  at  the  hall,  after  the  close  of  thebervice^ 
one  Sabbath-iiay,  slated  to  I*.  W.  Peck  ham,  Stephen 
llowland,  and  C  A.  ('hurch,  in  my  presence,  that  a 
short  time  ])revious  he  attended  the  re<ledication  and 
sale  of  |)cws  at  the  church  at  llix's  meeting-house, 
which  liiid  been  re|»airo<l  and  pcwed  oil'  and  nicely 
fitted  up,  and  that  the  sale  of  the  pews  amountcil  to 
more  than  the  expense  incurred,  leaving  a  balance  on 
hand,  and  that  a  new  house  was  needed  here,  and  he 
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thought  one  could  he  huilt  and  paid  for  from  the  sale 
of  pew8.  From  that  time  the  enterprise  commenced 
to  be  agitated,  and  as  the  liall  was  uncomfortably 
crowded  most  of  the  time,  it  was  concluded  to  call  a 
meeting  on  the  subject. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  a  call  for  the  first  meet- 
ing on  the  proprietors'  records : 

••  NonoR. 

**  AH  persons  feeling  interested  in  the  canse  of  ChHsUanity  in  this 
Yillsire,  sre  requested  to  meet  st  Wuhlngton  Hall  on  Tlinrsday,  Feb.  23, 
1864,  st  2  o'clock  p.m.,  to  oonsnlt  together  npon  the  present  state  of  the 
raiisc  and  tlie  boat  mmns  for  its  promotion. 

*  Wr-tTMRT.  Feb'T  22tl,  1864." 

The  meeting  was  held  and  a  vote  passed  that  one 
of  the  inojiiis  to  promote  the  cause  of  Christianity 
in  MiIm  villnge  is  to  build  a  inceting-lioiiso.  A  com- 
inittoc  was  chosen  to  draft  antl  report  rcsoliitioiis  at 
the  next  meeting.  The  meeting  was  adjourned  to 
Wednesday,  March  1,  1854. 

March  1,  1854,  meeting  held,  and  committee  re- 
ported that  a  good  degree,  a  healthy  state  of  religious 
feeling  and  interest,  and  for  the  welfare  of  the  cause 
of  Christ  these  should  be  concentrated  in  some  form 
of  religious  association,  and  offered  the  following  res- 
olutions: 

**  That  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee  the  caiiM  of  Christ  would  l>e 
best  promoted  by  a  speedy  oricanixntion  of  a  chnrch. 

**2il,  That  the  rniisc  wonid  bo  promoted  by  the  formntinn  of  a  society 
to  rn-niierato  with  the  rlinrch.  And  that  it  would  Iw  promotc«1  by  the 
crpctiun  of  a  building  suitable  for  a  place  of  worship.  That  it  is  ex|ie- 
dient  to  refer  the  choice  of  the  form  of  church  nrgnnlxation  to  sncli  as 
are  willing  and  ready  to  become  members  of  a  church.  And  that  such 
consnlt  together  and  come  to  lomc  decision,  and  report  to  the  adjourn- 
ment of  this  meeting.'* 

It  was  voted  that  the  committee,  of  which  Rev.  Mr. 
Parris  was  chairman,  be  instructed  to  give  a  general 
invitation  to  all  persons  desirous  of  becoming  mem- 
bers of  the  proposed  church  to  meet  at  such  time  and 
place  in  said  village  of  Westport,  Head  of  the  Uiver, 
as  said  committee  may  designate.  Baid  notice  was 
given,  and  a  meeting  held  at  the  house  of  Hon.  N.  C. 
Jirowuell,  Esq.,  Saturday  evening,  March  4,  1854. 
Adjourned  to  meet  at  the  house  of  Stephen  Howland 
on  Tuesday,  March  9th,  and  from  there  to  the  house 
of  Thomas  Winslow, 

Meeting  called  to  onler  by  Rev.  J.  B.  Parris.  C.  A. 
Church  chosen  chairman ;  Stephen  Howland,  secre- 
tary. Prayer  offered  by  Rev.  J.  B.  Parris.  The  arti- 
cles, confession  of  faith,  and  covenant  of  a  Congre- 
gational Church  was  adopted.  At  this  point  of  the 
proceedings  Zacheus  Gifford  and  Adam  Gifford  with- 
drew from  the  enterprise,  they  wanting  the  church 
to  be  of  the  same  denomination  as  the  old  church, 
which  had  no  creed.  There  were  several  meetings 
held  during  the  year  and  the  matter  discussed,  but  no 
definite  action  taken  to  form  a  church,  some  taking 
the  ground  that  it  would  be  better  to  have  a  place  to 
worship  in  before  forming  a  church  organization. 

A  meeting  of  the  citizens  held  in  the  hall  March  8, 
1854.    Meeting  called  to  order  by  the  president,  B.  B. 


Sisson,  £^.  The  report  of  the  doings  of  those  wish- 
ing to  join  a  church  was  presented  by  Mr.  Howland, 
in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Parris.  Remarks  were  made 
by  Mr.  Sisson,  Brownell,  Church,  and  others.  Voted 
that  the  report  made  by  the  committee  of  which  Mr. 
Parris  was  chairman  be  placed  on  file.  Voted  that  it 
is  expedient  to  form  a  society  to  act  in  consort  with  a 
church  to  be  formed  upon  the  plan  proposed  in  the 
report  of  said  committee,  or  something  similar. 

Voted  to  choose  a  committee  of  five  to  report  where 
a  lot  can  be  obtained  to  erect  a  house  of  public  wor- 
ship on  and  price  of  same,  the  size  of  the  house 
and  probable  cost,  and  the  mode  of  raising  the 
funds.  Ye  meeting  adjourned  to  Wednesday,  March 
22,  1854. 

Meeting  held  March  22d  by  adjournment  N.  C. 
Brownell,  1*^.,  chairman  of  committee  appointed  at 
the  previous  meeting,  presented  the  report  of  com- 
mittee,— that  a:  suitable  and  convenient  lot,  east  of 
Adam  Oifford's,  about  five  rods  front  on  the  street, 
and  extending  back  eight  rods,  may  be  had,  as  in- 
formed by  Stephen  Howland,  for  $ ;   that  the 

committee  had  examined  several  houses  of  worship, 
and  are  of  opinion  that  a  house  suitable  for  the  pres- 
ent and  prospective  wants  of  this  village  and  vicinity 
should  be  about  forty  by  fifty  feet  in  size;  that  the 
probable  cost,  including  furniture,  would  be  from 
two  thousand  five  hundred  to  throe  thousand  dollars. 
In  regard  to  raising  funds  for  the  object  proposed, 
your  committee  recommend  it  be  raised  by  subscrip- 
tion in  shares  of  twenty-five  dollars  each,  and  they  in- 
dulge the  hope  that  the  interest  felt  in  religious  obser- 
vances, the  welfare  of  the  rising  generation,  and  morals 
of  the  community  will  insure  a  subscription  commen- 
surate with  the  great  object  in  view.  Stephen  How- 
land then  presented  in  writing  that  he  wished  to  give 
the  association  the  lot  reported  on  the  following  condi- 
tions, viz. :  that  the  association  erect  a  meeting-house, 
make  and  maintain  an  incloeure  around  said  lot,  that 
the  meeting-house  be  on  the  plan  now  in  contempla- 
tion, with  a  vestry  to  be  on  the  floor  above  the  ground, 
and  that  if  any  soil  is  to  be  removed  from  the  lot  that 
is  not  needed  on  it,  that  he  should  have  the  refusal  to 
remove  said  soil  in  a  reasonable  time.  Also  at  any 
time  when  said  lot  is  not  occupied  for  a  meeting- 
house for  a  religious  church  or  society,  it  shall  then 
return  back  to  said  Howland  or  his  heirs  or  assigns, 
provided  that  in  case  of  fire  or  to  rebuild  a  new  house 
for  the  purpose  of  religious  worship  there  should  be 
time  allowed  to  build.  It  was  voted  unanimously  to 
accept  the  above  proposal.  A  subscription  paper  was 
drawn  up  with  certain  conditions,  and  a  committee 
chosen  to  obtain  subscriptions. 

A  clause  in  the  subscription  paper  provides  that  at 
the  first  meeting  after  the  subscriptions  are  obtained, 
such  officers  may  be  chosen  and  such  action  taken  as 
the  subscribers  then  present  may  deem  necessary  to 
accomplish  the  object  intended.  Also,  at  all  meet- 
ings of  subscribers  each  shall  be  entitled  to  one  vote 
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for  each  share  by  him  subscribed  for.    But  no  sub- 
scriber shall  be  entitled  to  more  than  ten  votes. 

The  committee  having  attended  to  their  duty,  at  a 
meeting  held  in  the  hall  on  the  7th  of  April,  1854, 
reported  one  hundred  and  twenty  shares  had  been 
subscribed  for  at  twenty-five  dollars  per  share,  amount- 
ing to  three  thousand  dollars.  The  said  meeting  chose 
P.  W.  Peckhum,  treasurer,  and  Stephen  Howland, 
clerk. 

Voted  to  choose  a  committee  of  three  to  be  called 
the  building  committee,  and  C.  A.  Church,  J.  L. 
Anthony,  and  Daniel  H.  Waite  were  chosen. 

September  21st,  a  meeting  was  held  in  hall,  and  the 
building  committee  made  their  first  report.  They  re- 
ported they  had  advertised  for  proposals  and  visited 
many  carpenters  in  New  Bedford  and  Fall  River,  that 
but  five  carpenters  have  sent  in  their  proposals,  and 
these  they  deemed  all  too  high  in  warranting  them  to 
make  any  contract  this  fall. 

Voted  to  accept  their  report,  and  the  committee 
was  instructed  to  continue  their  efibrt  to  make  a  con- 
tract to  build  the  ensuing  year. 

March  5,  1855,  met  according  to  notice  in  the  hall 
at  6.30  r.M.,  P.  B.  Sisson,  Esq.,  in  the  chair. 

Voted  that  the  building  committee  are  hereby  in- 
structed to  go  on  and  contract  for  and  build  said 
meeting-house  according  to  plans  and  specifications 
furnished  by  Cleveland  <&  Eaton,  and  they  be  author- 
ized to  raise  what  money  may  be  necessary  to  accom- 
plish the  object  beyond  the  amount  already  subscribed 
by  a  lien  on  the  house. 

On  the  28th  of  March,  Stephen  Howland,  the  largest 
subscriber  to  the  stock,  died  after  a  short  sickness ;  but 
before  his  death  directed  his  two  sons  to  carry  out  all 
his  intentions  in  regard  to  the  enterprise.  Then  fol- 
lows the  certificate  of  the  treasurer  that  the  subscrib- 
ers had  all  paid  in  their  subscriptions  except  Mr. 
Howland,  which  was  paid  by  his  executors. 

Then  follows  the  certificate  of  Mr.  Church,  chair- 
man of  the  building  committee,  that  in  June,  1855, 
he  had  received  of  the  treasurer  twelve  hundred  dol- 
lars, and  in  the  month  of  September  the  sum  of  eigh- 
teen hundred  dollars,  it  being  the  whole  amount  sub- 
scribed. 

The  office  of  clerk  being  vacant  by  the  death  of 
Mr.  Howland,  a  meeting  was  called  on  the  16th  day 
of  November,  1855,  and  N.  W.  Winchester  was  chosen 
clerk. 

Voted  that  the  stockholders  have  the  privilege  of 
turning  in  what  amount  each  had  paid  into  the  treas- 
ury towards  the  payment  of  his  pew  or  pews  that  he 
may  purchase,  and  that  if  his  purchase  exceeds  the 
amount  already  paid  in,  the  balance  shall  be  paid  in 
cash  to  the  treasurer.  And  voted  that  all  votes  in- 
consistent and  conflicting  with  the  above  vote  are 
hereby  repealed. 

Voted  that  the  stockholders  ofl'er  the  meeting- 
house to  the  public  upon  the  following  conditions: 
That  upon  the  conclusion  of  the  dedicatory  services 


the  pews  be  offered  for  sale,  and  all  purchasers  of 
pews  shall  come  together  and  organize  a  society,  each 
person  having  one  vote,  but  in  no  case  shall  one  pew 
bo  representcil  by  more  tlian  one  vote,  and  ii  iiiagority 
shall  govern,  giving  it  such  name  as  they  shall 
think  proper.  And  said  society  shall  make  such  rules 
and  regulations  as  they  sliall  deem  best  for  its  future 
government.  And  shall  call  such  a  preacher  as  they 
shall  determine.  The  meeting  was  then  adjourned 
to  meet  that  evening  at  six  o'clock  at  thu  sunie  place. 
The  adjourned  meeting  came  together,  tlie  chairuian 
being  absent,  C.  A.  Church  was  called  to  the  chair. 

Voted  that  a  committee  of  five  be  cluwon  to  ex- 
tend an  invitation  in  behalf  of  the  stockholders  to 
such  ministers  of  the  gcMpel  as  said  coinmiUeo  shall 
think  pn)per  to  come  and  take  part  in  the  dedicatory 
services.  And  said  committee  shall  also  have  the 
management  and  superintendence  of  said  services. 

Voted  that  P.  P.  Sisson,  P.  W.  Peckhani,  Stephen 
Tripp,  J.  T.  Thompson,  and  N.  W.  Winchester,  be 
that  committee. 

Voted  the  com'  on  dedication  carry  the  vote  into 
eflect  respecting  the  ofiering  the  house  to  the  public. 
Voted  the  building  com'  and  the  com'  on  dedication 
be  a  com'  on  the  apprisal  of  the  Pews  in  said  house. 

Voted  to  adjourn  to  meet  on  Friday  evening,  Nov. 
80th,  at  6  o'clock.    N.  W.  Winchester,  Clerk. 

Then  follows  the  following  notice: 

"To  THK  Puttua 

**The  uiideraigDed,  a  oom*  iu  behalf  of  tbe  •tockliolflora  of  tliv  IImC- 
iug-lloiuo  lately  eroctud  at  the  Head  of  the  KIror,  Wcal|wi-t,  would 
Inform  the  public  Uiat  Wednuiday,  thu  6th  of  Doceiubcr,  liaa  1h  eu  i^i* 
pointed  fur  dedicating  it  tu  tlio  woreliip  uf  Qod,  and  it  la  tx|w«l(«<l  Ker. 
Mr.  Thtinilon,  of  Full  Itiver,  will  |)ioiicli  the  Mvrniun  on  the  uo^aialou. 
RcligiuUH  Horvicus  will  bo  cuiiliuuutl  iiiilll  Friday  noun,  in  which  uilu- 
intern  of  diflurvut  denoniinatiuns  liuvu  beuu  iuvitiMl  tu  imrtlciiuite.  A 
conliul  invitaliun  in  hereby  uxtendwl  tu  all  to  attend  the  uicotiuga; 
trusting  tliHt  they  will  imtve  L»uth  intcrueting  and  prufltuble,  and  bo  at- 
tended with  epiritnul  good. 

"On  Friday  aAernuon,  the  7th,  the  Pews  will  be  offered  for  SiUe  upon 
the  fullowing  liberal  cunditi'tiu:  Thu  purciiasi'rs  or  uwuem  of  Pews 
shall,  an  suon  as  priicti&iblo  after  tlio  suii*,  niuet  togetlu*r  and  piXKretnl  to 
organize  a  Suciuty  (each  iHirsun  having  unu  voice,  and  a  Majority  of 
Vuicus  to  govern),  giving  it  such  name  as  thuy  may  deviu  proitur,  alao  to 
enact  all  needful  ruh*s  and  rcgulatiuns  for  its  future  goveru wont  and 
nianugouient;  tu  chuueo  such  Cuniuiiltucs  and  OlHcors  as  may  bo  nevee* 
sary,  and  to  make  sucli  arrautjcnients  resiiecting  a  Pastor  a«  iu  their 
judgment  will  bct»t  promote  the  welfare  ol  all,  and  to  tranaact  such 
other  business  as  may  bu  thought  ox|>e4liunt  and  pruiier. 

"The  conimittc'u  would  now  take  the  liberty  to  addrMi  a  few  remarks 
to  the  iVienUs  of  religion,  and  of  the  public  worship  of  God  In  this  com- 
munity. 

"This  House  has  been  erected  under  peculiar  circumstances,  aiitl  dif- 
fering i'ssentially  from  houses  U)t  usually  elected  for  public  worship. 
They  uluiost  without  exception  originate  with  au  Organixed  Church 
and  Society,  and  are  of  a  flxed  denominational  character. 

"  It  is  thurefitre  known  from  tlie  Ant  whait  religious  views  govern 
tlieui,  and  those  who  symiHitliize  with  those  views  readily  aBS4>ciate  to- 
gutlier.  Not  so  with  us.  Seventeen  persons  in  this  community,  differing 
in  tlieir  religioui  views,  but  feeling  tliat  the  morals  and  religious  waul* 
of  tills  village  and  vicinity  demunded  a  new  liouse  for  public  wurahip, 
and  that  that  demand  could  only  bo  supplied  by  laying  aside  minor 
differences  uf  Opinion  and  acting  together,  adopted  that  course,  belioT* 
ing  that  a  Just  and  disciiminating  (UiriBtian  sentiment  would  Iu  the  end 
sustain  anil  justify  tlieir  Action.  The  result  uf  their  united  effuita  is 
the  edifice  uow  about  completixl,  the  external  apiHiaiunce  of  which  we 
think  will  add  somewhat  to  our  village,  while  its  interior  arrangements 
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nnd  completffnem  of  flnlih  will  reflnct  no  discredit  on  the  liberality  of 
th«»  Stockholdore.  The  fnnda  for  its  erection  here  been  contributed 
wholly  hy  (hrnt ;  no  itoctinlAry  nid  hnn  hern  recclvetl  or  iwke<l  for  from 
any  drnonilnntlon  or  from  any  other  Source.  The  conditioni  on  which 
II  i<<  olTrml  to  the  ihiIiIIc  we  Iwllnro  to  lie  Jnet,  o|M«n,  and  fair  to  nil,  and 
fre<*  fntni  nny  rcAMunnblo  objection. 

**  The  object  and  detlgn  of  Its  erectloA  are  to  snbsorTc  as  far  as  poesi- 
bte  the  mornl  and  religions  welfare  of  the  Community,  A  we  trust  nnd 
beliere  In  the  ProTldence  of  Ood  that  desirable  end  will  Ims  attained; 
lint  to  accomplish  this  nil  friends  of  mornl  and  rellRluns  Impruvrmcnt 
HhonM  romo  logelhor  In  a  spirit  of  true  Clirlslinn  liberality,  all  minor 
dilTorencefl  of  opinion  and  Jealousies  must  be  offered  a  willing  sacrifice 
on  the  Altar  of  charity,  concord,  and  Icindly  feelings.  If  this  l>e  done 
may  not  hoi>e  that  Ood  will  own  and  bless  our  efforts  and  crown  them 
with  success;  and  that  He  will  so  direct  and  goTern  them  by  this  spirit 
as  will  redound  to  the  good  of  all  and  to  Ills  honor  A  Glory. 

"J.  n.  Parris, 
"  B.  B.  SissoN, 
"P.  W.  Pkckuam, 
"J.  .1.  Tnowsoff, 
"  N.  W.  Winch KSTKR, 
"STtniRN  Tripp, 

"  CommiUe*. 
••  Wmtp«irt,  Not.  23, 1866.*' 

At  a  meeting  held  Nov.  30,  1856,  it  was  voted  that 
all  pews  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the  original  stock- 
holders unsold,  and  not  leased  by  them,  shall  be  ex- 
empt from  taxation  for  incidental  expenses  attending 
public  worship,  and  no  pew  shall  be  taxed  for  the 
support  of  the  ministry. 

Voted  that  the  house  be  appraised  at  four  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  the  pews  be  appraised  to  cover  that 
amount.  A  committee  of  three  was  chosen  to  sell  and 
convey  the  pews.  Adjourned  to  Tuesday,  Dec.  4, 1866, 
at  9  A.M.,  at  the  meeting-house.  At  this  meeting  it  was 
voted  that  the  stockholders  reserve  to  themselves  the 
privilege  of  inviting  a  preacher  to  officiate  until  a 
society  is  formed  and  a  preacher  called  by  it.  Ad- 
journed to  3  P.M.  Adjourned  to  Friday  morning, 
December  7th.  At  eight  and  a  half  o'clock  Friday 
morning  the  committee  on  appraisal  presented  their 
report,  which  was  accepted  by  the  meeting,  as  fol- 
lows: That  the  apprisals  of  the  pews  shall  forever 
hereafter  be  the  basis  for  taxation. 

Voted  that  the  front  seats,  Nos.  19,  20,  43,  44,  be 
forever  free  seats.  Voted  that  the  committee  on  ded- 
ication be  a  committee  to  invite  a  preacher  to  supply 
the  pulpit  until  a  society  is  formed  and  a  preacher 
supplied  by  them.  Voted  to  adjourn  to  meet  in  tlie 
evening  at  six  and  a  half  o'clock. 

Rev.  Mr.  Parris  was  invited  from  the  hall  to  the 
new  house  by  said  committee. 

At  the  adjourned  meeting  held  on  Friday  evening, 
voted  that  the  committee  on  selling  pews  be  author- 
ized to  lease  the  unsold  pews  at  the  rate  of  eight  per 
cent,  on  their  appraised  value  and  payment  of  taxes 
for  incidental  expenses,  with  a  provision  that  should 
any  one  wish  to  purchase  said  pew,  the  lessee  shall 
have  the  first  privilege  of  purchase ;  but  if  he  does 
not  wish  to  purchase,  shall  then  peacefully  surrender 
said  pew,  and  have  the  privilege  of  leasing  another. 
Voted  that  the  sale  of  pews  and  the  purchaser,  their 
valuation,  number,  and  premium  paid  for  choice  be 
recorded  in  the  stockholders'  records ;  also  each  pew 
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shall  bear  its  proportion  of  insurance,  to  be  paid  by 
its  purchaser,  one-third  of  purchase  money  to  be 
paid  on  delivery  of  deed,  and  one-third  in  thirty 
days,  and  one-third,  or  balance,  in  sixty  days  there- 
after. The  records  show  there  were  eighteen  sold 
and  sixteen  leased  out  of  the  forty-two  to  sell  or 
lease. 

Of  those  who  were  numbered  among  the  stock- 
holders that  purchased  one  or  more  pews  six  have 
died,  three  have  moved  away  and  sold  their  pews. 
Of  those  who  leased  pews,  six  have  died,  six  have 
lefl  town,  and  four  remain. 

It  was  also  voted  at  the  meeting  held  Friday  even- 
ing, December  7th,  that  the  superintendent  of  the 
Sunday-school  at  Washington  Hall  transfer  said 
school  to  this  vestry. 
Adjourned  to  Saturday  evening,  December  16th. 
Voted  to  have  the  records  revised  and  written  up 
in  consequence  of  the  sudden  death  of  our  respected 
and  lamented  friend,  Stephen  Howland,  a  former 
clerk  of  this  association.  Adjourned  to  Tuesday 
evening,  Dec.  18, 1856.  Meeting  held,  B.  B.  Sisson 
in  the  chair.  Clerk  read  the  records  of  the  last  meet- 
ing. Voted  that  the  committee  appointed  at  the 
last  meeting  on  revising  the  records  be  empowered 
to  take  such  action  as  shall  be  necessary  to  organize 
the  stockholders  into  a  legal  corporate  body.  Voted 
that  the  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars  be  assessed  on 
the  stockholders  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  out- 
standing debts  against  the  house  and  preparing  the 
lot ;  that  the  same  be  assessed  and  collected  and  paid 
into  the  treasury  on  or  before  the  16th  day  of  January, 
1856.  Voted  to  adjourn  to  meet  at  Washington  Hall, 
Dec.  26,  1866,  at  6.30  P.  M.  Meeting  held  according 
to  adjournment.  The  committee  to  organize  the  stock- 
holders as  a  corporate  body  report  they  are  engaged 
in  the  business,  and  will  report  as  soon  as  sufficient 
progress  shall  have  been  made  to  enable  them  to  do  so. 
Voted  to  adopt  the  book  of  records  now  present  and 
in  the  hands  of  the  clerk  as  the  book  in  which  to  re- 
cord the  doings  of  the  stockholders,  and  this  vote  be 
entered  at  the  commencement  of  the  records. 

Voted  that  all  meetings  in  the  future  be  called  by 
posting  up  notices  in  two  public  places  three  days  at 
least  before  the  time  for  holding  said  meetings.  Voted 
that  in  the  death  or  absence  of  the  clerk  the  meeting 
shall  be  called  by  the  treasurer. 

Voted  that  the  building  committee  be  authorized 
to  draw  on  the  treasurer  for  such  sums  as  may  be 
necessary  to  discharge  the  debts  against  said  house 
and  lot.  Voted  to  meet  at  Washington  Hall  on  the 
evening  of  December  26th,  at  six  and  a  half  o'clock. 
Dec.  26, 1866.  Meeting  called  to  order  by  the  clerk  ; 
chairman  being  absent,  J.  L.  A.  chosen  pro  tern.  The 
chairman  of  committee  appointed  to  revise  and  ex- 
amine the  records  as  left  by  Mr.  Howland,  the  former 
clerk,  made  their  report,  which  was  accepted.  Voted 
to  adjourn  without  day. 

N.  W.  WiNCHESTEB,  Clerk, 
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The  next  meeting  was  CBlled  by  the  clerk 
In  the  vealry  of  tlie  chutcli,  Mundfty  evening,  20tli, 
at  eight  o'clock ;  firet,  to  choose  ft  moderator ;  second, 
to  hear  the  report  of  the  committee  ou  the  orgaoiza- 
tloQ  of  the  proprietors;  third,  to  hear  the  report  of 
the  building  committee.  O.  A.  Church,  chairman  of 
the  building  commitiee,  reftd  the  report : 

"ThtUuQi'raiioilUigjIiiul  HrMHwl  ■  Uo>Uiik-I>o>i»  tor  III*  |i>ibllfl 
-Wunlilj'  at  0«l  iu  llig  VIIl>i««,  lUiliis  ftvu  llixn  I:  Hug  ui>ul<i  |>url>l 


IMDdMt  III  llio  Virtoiu  I 
uiil  pnilKli[y  Ilia  Biuit . 


li  of  Kiinmll- 


UiKukilelhiBlDCkbaldHiratllialrlllMnlllj'iioilpnHDpliiHi 
IDI  ibeu  wlih  ib«  iDHH  for  dolac  ■<.  Th*  Onrni  oiniM  alio 
cliulun  [iKytrnxiidunund  lu  iHnlikrti  ilis  JhIIkAhIiii*! 
iiiLalarUiilralilliijrawlUiiilill  will  ii(rHUi>i]'i>i*i<Il»jHl 
lilts  troHblt  uul  (uilill  and  rHpnulMlllj',  lud  llixt  bKlcr 


rstuHBUiiiu.  Wacliut 
illilni,  yuu  iHX  Nulbli 
rb*U>eillIurba.Vw 


The  bills  of  each  person  employed  in  preparing  the 
lot  for  the  foundation,  stone-work,  plans,  carpeiilcr'a 

bill,  masona,  painters,  furnace,  upholatery,  chairs, 
table,  aofn,  Biblea  for  veatry  and  auditorium,  inuu ranee 
for  five  years,  dedication  expenaea,  etc.,  amounted  to 
96092.50.  The  above  account  and  report  woo  accepted 
and  ordered  to  be  recorded. 

The  following  report  was  presenlcd  on  organizing 
the  atockholders  into  a  legal  body  of  proprietors  us  a 
-corporate  body : 

"TUa  nndinlguHl  ■  Oiui'  •pix.IdM)  Id  iiruaul  lume  pli.il  Iko  uld 
flrEHiilulli'^i  uf  Ilia  eiuckliuliian  u  41  Uuiimnilc  iroily,  nidil  Ibal  Diiijr 
luia  bioidIiihI  Uia  •iibj«l  ui<i  aimulliil  Duunull  Iu  U»  cui,  aud  lba> 

ItoTlHd  SUIuleii. 

(SI|D«I)  "tuiC  ItOWLAKD, 


Then  follows  a  copy  of  a  dc'eil  given  by  James  B. 
Congdon  and  wife  to  owners  of  pews  of  the  lot  on 
which  the  houae  stands,  suid  lot  having  previously 
been  conveyed  to  him  by  the  heire  of  Mr.  IlowhmU, 
who  were  now  stockholders  in  common.  Bald  deed 
conveys  to  each  stockholder  the  amount  of  his  ahure, 
ftbo  naming  each  heir  of  Mr.  Howlund,  the  share  of 


each  belonging  to  their  father,  who  woa  tli 
shareholder  (and  his  beira  being  Ave). 

Then  fullowa  the  petition  to  Ueurgc  U.  GiRiird, 
justice  of  the  peace,  representing  that  they  wiUi  othon 
are  the  propricturs  and  holders  in  uomniun  of  certain 
real  estate  situated  in  Westport;  that  they  are  do- 
sinius  of  forming  themselves  into  a  corporation  ac- 
cording to  the  slatntcs  In  suuh  ciisoa  made  and  pru- 
viduil.  Whcrelbi-c  tliuy  rci|uu!)t  that  you,  the  wiid 
justice,  issue  your  warrant  calling  a  meeting;  nf  aoid 
proprietors  tu  be  held  fur  (he  purpono  uf  urgaiiixing 
tlieiuselves  as  it  corporation  under  the  proviaiou  of 
tlie  law  in  Buch  cases  provided;  and  to  choose  all 
necessary  ollicers,  and  to  determine  the  manner  of 
calling  all  future  meetings,  and  make  arrangeuienta 
fur  the  i<ule  or  transfer  of  their  property,  and  trans- 
act other  liiisineas  that  may  l>e  necessary  and  pra|ier. 

Dated  July  2S,  185G.  Signed  by  G.  A.  Church,  J. 
L.  Anthiiny,  and  seven  others. 

George  II.  Oillbrd,  the  Justice,  issued  his  wurruiit 
to  the  said  holderi  in  coiiunou,  Uirt'Cling  Ihum  to 
call  a  meeting  of  suid  proprietors  to  b«  held  in  llie 
vestry  of  the  new  meeting-house  ut  tlic  Huid  of  the 
River,  in  Weitport,  on  Monday,  the  2&Ui  duy  0/ 
August,  in  (he  ycur  ISfUi,  ut  seven  and  a  half  o'clock 
IVM.,  fur  tlio  purposes  aforesuitl,  by  jKMtiiig  up  a  uu- 
tico  containing  the  subatuncc  of  Ihia  warrant,  signed 
by  you,  the  said  C.  A.  Church,  in  one  or  more  public 
places  in  said  Westport,  fourteen  days  at  least  before 
said  meeting,  and  also  by  publishing  the  iwiine  in  ■ 
newapaper  printeil  in  said  county  uf  Urislol,  Qivuu 
under  the  hand  and  seal  of  said  Uout}^  II.  Qillbnl, 
jifsliceof  the  peace.  Then  follows  the  vortiGcute oT  ■! 
C.  A.  Church  that  he  had  cumpliud  witli  Uio  onlur  ot~W 
the  warrant.  The  meeting  was  held  according  to  tlio 
warrant,  J.  L.  Anthony,  chosen  modcrutiir;  N.  W. 
Winchester,  chosen  clerk,  and  sworn  by  the  mod- 
erator; P.  W.  reckham,  chosen  treasurer;  Isaac 
Howlund,  collector;  C.  A.  Church,  assessor  ;  J.L.A. 
1.  Howiaiid,  J.  T.  Thomjisou,  chosen  a  committiic  tu 
avil  or  lease  uuaold  pews,  and  make  tlic  necessury 
conveyances,  and  to  huve  the  general  care  of  the 
house  and  lot. 

Voted  that  the  pews  now  sold  or  leased  by  the 
etockhohlera  be  approved  by  thJa  meeting. 

Voted  that  Ihia  corporation  shall  bu  known  by  the 
name  of  the  proprietors  uf  the  Pacilic  Uniou  Church. 
It  was  also  voted  that  the  clerk  shall  call  all  future 
meetings  of  the  corporation  by  posting  up  one  notice 
at  the  church  and  at  one  or  more  public  places  iu  the 
village 'seven  days  at  least  before  the  holding  of  the 
meeting,  and  in  case  of  death  or  absence  of  clerk, 
meeting  shall  be  calleil  by  treasurer. 

Voted  that  the  clerk  shall  call  a  meeting  al  any 
time  on  application  of  three  or  more  of  the  proprie- 
tors in  writing,  stating  the  object  of  said  meeting,  and 
at  all  other  times  when  he  shall  deem  it  expedient. 
Voted  that  five  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  llie 
of  business  uf  this  association,      Voletl 
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that  each  share  shall  be  entitled  to  one  vote,  and  that 
no  person  be  entitled  to  more  than  ten  votes.  Voted 
to  reconsider  the  vote  for  treasurer,  and  that  the  col- 
lector, Isaac  J  lowland,*  be  the  treasurer.  Voted  that 
the  committee  on  sale  of  ))ews  be  directed  to  erect  a 
suitable  fence  around  the  lot  as  soon  as  may  be,  in 
compliance  with  the  stipulations  in  the  deed  of  said 
lot.  Voted  to  adjourn  without  day.  The  next  meet- 
ing of  interest  was  held  Friday,  March  6,  1857,  at 
which  the  treasurer  presented  his  report  for  the  past 
year,  showing  there  had  been  received  into  the  treas- 
ury the  sum  of  $189.49  from  taxes,  leases,  and  rents 
for  the  incidental  expenses,  and  he  had  sundry  bills 
to  the  amount  of  $186.56,  leaving  a  balance  in  the 
trcn.'*ury  of  $2.03.  It  was  proposed  and  voted  that 
an  individual  account  be  opened  in  the  records  with 
the  proprietors,  and  that  each  proprietor  be  furnished 
with  a  statement  of  his  account.  Voted  to  adjourn 
without  day.    N.  W.  Winchester,  clerk. 

The  next  meeting  was  held  by  the  proprietors  on 
the  6th  day  of  March,  1859,  at  three  o'clock,  p.m., 
under  a  call  by  the  proprietors  to  the  clerk.  When 
the  necessary  officers  and  committees  were  chosen  for 
the  year.  There  was  presented  to  the  meeting  from 
ft  committee  of  the  Union  Sewing  Circle  a  statement 
that  from  means  obtained  from  the  fair  held  by  them 
in  December  last,  and  from  the  aid  of  kind  friends  in 
and  out  of  our  village,  they  have  been  enabled  to 
raise  a  sum  suHicicnt  to  warrant  them  in  contracting 
for  a  bell  for  the  tower  of  the  church  and  a  clock  for 
the  vestry,  and  therefore  ask  of  the  corporation  their 
acceptance  of  the  same,  and  permission  for  them  to 
place  the  bell  and  clock  in  their  appropriate  places 
in  the  church.  Signed,  Westport,  March  5,  1859. 
Mary  A.  Church,  Lucilla  S.  Borden. 

Voted  that  the  proprietors  of  this  church  accept 
with  gratitude  and  ])leasure  the  above  kind  donation 
of  a  bell  and  clock  from  the  ladies  of  the  Westport 
Union  Sewing  Society,  and  earnestly  hope,  with  the 
blessings  of  God,  that  the  donation  made  and  the 
edifice  which  may  contain  them  be  ever  used  to  pro- 
mote His  glory  and  the  moral  and  religions  welfare 
of  this  community ;  and  that  a  committee  consisting 
of  Capt.  Charles  Little  and  Isaac  Howland  be  ap- 
pointed to  accept  said  donation,  and  render  any  aid 
necessary  in  placing  the  bell  and  clock  in  their  ap- 
propriate places. 

Voted  that  a  copy  of  this  vote  be  given  to  the  com- 
mittee of  the  sewing  society.  The  meeting  was  then 
adjourned  to  March  11,  1859,  at  three  o'clock  p.m. 

At  the  meeting  held  March  li,  1859,  the  committee 
appointed  at  the  previous  meeting  reported  that  they 
had  given  the  subject  much  thought,  as  regards  the 
rights  and  duties  of  all  the  stockholders  and  the  gen- 
eral interest  of  this  community  in  which  the  church 
is  located.  They  are  of  an  opinion,  as  there  is  not 
much  probability  of  selling  the  pews  on  hand  at  their 
present  valuation  and  paying  the  indebtedness  to  the 
stockholders,  that  those  stockholders  to  whom  there 


is  a  balance  due  draw  out  the  amount  of  said  balance 
in  pews  and  dispose  of  them  as  they  shall  deem  best; 
and  those  of  the  stockholders  who  have  purchased 
pews,  the  value  of  which  exceeds  their  amount  of 
stock,  that  they  pay  up  their  balance.  This  will  close 
up  with  but  little  delay  the  whole  matter  of  the  stock- 
holders and  the  proprietorship,  and  the  business  can 
be  transferred  or  merged  into  the  society.  This  is 
very  desirable,  and  your  committee  earnestly  hope  it 
may  be  accomplished.  They  are  authorized  to  state 
that  those  stockholders  to  whoth  there  is  a  balance 
due  are  ready  to  take  out  those  balances  in  pews  on 
reasonable  and  just  conditions,  and  hope  those  in- 
debted will  manifest  an  equal  promptness  in  settling 
their  balances.  The  next  consideration,  what  in  jus- 
tice should  be  done  with  those  pews  drawn  out  by  the 
stockholding  creditors,  in  regard  to  taxation  for  inci- 
dental expenses,  when  not  used  or  wanted  by  them. 
Having  purchased  pews  sufficient  for  themselves  and 
families,  the  stockholders  propose  to  surrender  them, 
or  such  of  them  as  they  do  not  wish  to  retain,  to  the 
use  of  the  proprietors  for  one  year,  for  them  to  be 
leased  at  auction  or  otherwise,  and  the  amount  re- 
ceived be  applied  towards  the  payment  of  the  inci- 
dental expenses  of  supporting  public  worship  in  the 
house,  reserving  the  right  of  selling  only  should  op- 
portunity ofler. 

This  certainly  is  a  fair  and  liberal  offer,  and  will 
have  the  effect  to  reduce  materially  the  expenses  on 
the  single  pew-owners  of  the  stockholders.  There 
are  many,  your  committee  think,  in  the  community 
who  are  desirous  of  purchasing  or  leasing  pews  who 
cannot  afford  to  pay  the  present  valuation  prices  or 
lease  at  the  present  rates  ;  what  the  committee  desire 
is  a  price  within  their  reach.  The  stockholder  own- 
ing pews  can  sell  at  any  price  he  feels  disposed  to, 
and  those  surrendered  to  the  proprietors  can  be  leased 
at  rates  sufficiently  low  to  bring  them  within  the 
means  of  all  who  desire  to  rent.  Free  seats  will  be 
furnished  to  all  unable  to  purchase,  and  that  the  rea- 
sonable wishes  of  all  can  be  supplied.  The  great  ob- 
ject should  be  to  throw  open  as  widely  as  possible  the 
doors  of  the  sanctuary  of  public  worship,  that  the 
poor  as  well  as  the  rich  should  equally  partake  of  its 
blessings  and  privileges.  Your  committee  feel  it  their 
duty,  whether  acting  the  part  of  committee  or  stock- 
holder, to  do  all  they  can  to  accomplish  so  desirable 
an  end,  and  would  therefore  recommend  the  adoption 
of  the  following  votes : 

The  first,  second,  and  part  of  third  article  in  the 
vote  recommended  is  to  cover  the  ground  in  the  re- 
port presented  with  the  following  items  of  additions, 
the  reservation  for  a  pew  for  the  use  of  the  minis- 
ter's family :  That  the  money  received  from  pews 
leased  be  appropriated  towards  the  incidental  ex- 
pense, and  the  balance  shall  be  taxed  on  the  pews 
remaining  in  the  hands  of  stockholders,  owned  and 
retained  by  them,  according  to  the  established  valua- 
tion of  said  pews ;  and  that  no  lease  shall  interfere 
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with  right  of  any  stockholder  to  sell  his  pew  and  give 
imtnediute  possession,  the  lessee  only  paying  for  the 
time  occupied,  and  that  said  pew  sold  or  the  owner 
thereof  shall  be  liable  to  the  same  taxation  as  the 
pews  owned  and  used  by  the  stockholders  or  others. 
The  vote  also  recommends  that  the  committee  on  sale 
and  leiise  of  pews  shall  give  public  notice  tliat  they 
v^ill  lease  pews  at  public  auction  on  some  day  (they 
Bhall  name)  as  soon  as  practicable  for  the  term  of  one 
year  as  many  pews  (aflcr  making  the  above  reserva- 
tion) as  the  community  shall,  by  offers  made,  evince 
a  desire  to  lease.  The  residue,  if  any,  may  be  leased 
thereafter  (if  opportunity  offers)  on  such  terms  and 
conditions  as  the  committee  shall  judge  best  for  the 
interest  of  all  parties ;  and  that  all  pews,  when  not 
occupied  by  the  lessee  or  owner,  may  be  occupied  by 
others,  under  tiie  direction  of  the  committee  on  sale 
and  leasing  of  pews. 

Voted  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  committee. 

Voted  that  the  three  votes  recommended  by  the 
committee  as  recorded  be  adopted.  A  committee  of 
three  was  then  appointed  to  sell  and  lease  the  pews, 
as  follows:  C.  A.  Church,  J.  L.  Anthony,  and  Isaac 
Ilowland,  and  that  the  said  committee  be  authorized 
to  make  necessary  conveyance  to  the  stockholders  and 
others  of  those  pews  already  purchased  or  drawn  out 
by  them,  also  of  those  the  stockholders  may  hereafler 
draw  out;  also  lease  such  pews  as  may  besurrendered  to 
the  use  of  the  proprietors,  agreeable  to  the  vote  adopted 
in  the  report  of  said  committee  as  above  recorded, 
and  that  a  stockholder  be  permitted  to  exchange  his 
pew  if  said  committee  deem  it  best;  also  arrange  for 
the  settlement  of  any  balance  due  to  the  stockholders 
on  pews  drawn  out,  on  such  terms  as  they  shall  deem 
for  the  interest  of  parties.  A  request  from  the  pro- 
prietors to  the  clerk  to  call  a  meeting  to  be  held  in 
the  vestry  of  the  church  on  Monday,  April  11th,  at 
seven  o'clock  p.m.,  the  third  article  was  to  ascertain 
if  the  proprietori  will  sell  or  convey  the  house  and 
lot  to  the  Pacific  Union  Society  and  close  up  the 
affairs  of  the  corporation,  and  to  appoint  a  committee 
with  authority  to  make  the  necessary  conveyance  to 
accomplish  that  object,  and  to  repeal  any  former  vote 
of  the  [Proprietors  that  may  be  inconsistent  with  the 
above. 

Meeting  held ;  being  stormy  and  but  few  present, 
and  it  being  desirous  to  have  a  full  representation  of 
the  proprietors,  voted  to  adjourn  to  Tuesday,  April 
12th,  at  three  p.m. 

April  12,1859.  Theproprietors  met  by  adjournment, 
a  full  representation  present.  The  committee  on  sale 
and  lease  of  pews  presented  their  report,  which  was 
accepted  and  adopted : 

"The  undersigned  appointed  a  Com*  at  a  Meeting  of  the  proprietors 
held  on  the  11th  day  of  March,  1859,  for  the  puri>o8e  of  Conveying  to 
individual  proprietois  such  Pews  as  they  shall  see  fit  to  draw  uut  to- 
wards the  l>a>  due  thuoi  of  stock  in  the  Corporiitiun,  and  to  settle  and 
cloM  up  its  affairs  in  Order  that  the  control  and  niunugouient  of  the 
House  of  Worship  should  be  transferred  to  the  Pacific  Union  Society'. 
lUport  that  they  might  proceed  legally  &  Lawfully  in  the  matter  have 


takM  Icyal  advlM,  and  that  it  la  racomaModtd  llaat  tli«  pmprirlon  of 
Uia  Paclflo  Uniou  Church  shall  ouiivtjr  said  Ghuivh  A  Lot  hj  d«wJ  to 
tilt  Paclflo  Uuiuii  Society,  au«l  that  wtlU  Sodaly  thall  iwakc  the  dlviaaua 
daada  of  Pews  to  iCa  inainlwra.  And  as  the  mtmliMV  of  aaid  8ocl«tj  an 
alao  proprlatoni  la  tha  Church  k  Owaan  of  Uit  largtr  purtluii  of  tha 
aanit;  aud  ara  daalroua  of  drawing  out  their  Ud.  dut  tbau  la  l*#wa»  the 
dlvlalon  of  Pews  will  h«  ao  arranged  hy  tlit  Soolaty  aa  to  n^at  Um  vivwa 
of  those  proprietors  aa  well  as  If  duue  hy  the  Ourporatlon.  Thla  coone 
will  give  to  the  Society  tlie  aame  control  of  the  llonae  aa  ia  now  pos* 
aeaaed  by  the  proprietors  which  was  one  tif  the  Ohjecta  neccaanry  to  be 
attained  In  referring  the  8ulf|uct  to  your  oouiiuittee. 

**  Your  Com*  concur  In  the  above  reoommoudation,  and  ragmnl  It  aa 
the  proper  cuurae  to  pursue  lo  bring  about  tlio  wlahes  ami  iutculloMi  of 
the  proprieloia.  Dut  doubt  whether  yuu  have  cuuforred  on  ihcui  Uie 
power  and  Authority  to  make  aaid  conveyance,  and  would  aak  that  yuu 
would  confer  upon  them  or  others  such  neceasary  powen  ft  Authority 
that  the  Object  dcaired  may  be  acconpliahed. 

(Signed)  .  **  C.  A.  CHimcii, 

**  J.  A.  Antuosit, 
**  Isaac  IlowLAMn, 
**  OmuhMs*.** 

It  wa8  voted  that  C.  A.  Church,  J.  L.  Anthony, 
Isaac  Howland  be  a  committee  with  authority  and 
power  to  sell  and  convey  to  the  Pacific  Union  Society 
in  We8ti>ort  the  house  of  public  worship  and  lot  be- 
longing  to  the  proprietors  known  as  the  Pacific  Union 
Church,  and  to  make  all  necessary  conveyance  of  tlie 
same  and  to  close  up  as  soon  as  may  be  the  afluini  of 
the  corporation. 

Voted  that  any  vote  heretofore  passed  by  ua  io  any 
way  inconsistent  with  the  preceding  vote  is  hereby 
repealed.  There  were  seventy-five  votes  cast  in  the 
affirmative  and  none  in  the  negative.  Voteil  to  ad- 
journ to  April  19,  1859. 

April  19th.  A  meeting  held;  nothing  of  importance 
acted  on.     Voted  to  adjourn  to  April  2Gth. 

April  26th.  A  meeting  held ;  no  important  busi- 
ness done,  and  adjourned  to  meet  at  the  house  of  P. 
W.  Peckham,  May  6,  1859,  at  7.30  i>.m. 

May  6,  1859.  Meeting  held  and  the  committee  re- 
ported they  had  leased  of  the  unsold  pews,  according 
to  the  instructions  given  them,  at  auction  and  other- 
wise, twenty  pews  for  the  sum  of  filly-six  dollars  and 
twenty-five  cents.  That  they  have  also  assigned  pew 
No.  IG  for  the  use  of  the  minister's  family,  and  seatd 
for  persons  unable  to  hire,  and  fis^  pews  not  leased, 
but  the  committee  arc  of  the  opinion  that  every  pew 
on  hand  will  be  leased  or  assigned  to  those  wishing  to 
attend  public  worship  in  the  church.  Th(»iigh  the 
pews  have  been  leased  for  a  comparatively  small 
amount  for  the  coming  year,  yet  your  committee 
are  of  the  opinion  that  great  spiritual  blessings  will 
follow  the  course  which  the  proprietors  haive  been 
pleased  to  pursue  to  enable  all  who  desire  to  attend 
public  worship  in  this  house  to  procure  a  seat  for 
what  they  please  to  give.  And  they  doubt  not  that 
as  the  interest  increases  from  a  regular  attendance 
upon  the  public  worship  of  God,  that  in  a  pecuniary 
point  of  view  we  may  with  hope  look  forward  for  the 
blessing  of  Almighty  God  to  attend  the  elforts  and 
sacrifices  made  by  the  proprietors  of  this  house  for 
the  moral  and  religious  welfare  of  this  place.  Signed, 
in  behalf  of  the  committee,  by  J.  L.  Anthony. 
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The  committee  choAcn  at  a  previouR  meeting  re- 
porte<l  that  they  had  sold  and  conveyed  said  house 
and  lot  hy  the  following  deed,  a  copy  of  which  is 
hereto  annexed.  And  in  order  to  close  up  the  affairs 
of  the  corporation  the  undersigned  committee  have 
made  an  agreement  intended  to  accomplish  that 
result,  with  a  committee  duly  authorized  by  the  Pa- 
cific Union  Society  to  purchase  said  house  and  lot, 
and  to  adjust  and  settle  all  matters  in  relation  to  said 
))urchase.  Said  deed  and  agreement  we  present  with 
this  report  and  nsk  that  they  be  ratified  and  entered 
in  the  book  of  records  of  the  proprietors.  Then  fol- 
lows the  deed  and  agreement  on  the  part  of  the  two 
committees  as  recorded  in  the  proprietors*  records. 

Then  said  deed  and  ngreement  was  ratified  and  ap- 
prov(Ml,  and  the  clerk  directed  to  enter  them  in  the 
records  of  the  proprietors.  Voted  to  adjourn  without 
day. 

A  meeting  called  according  to  notice,  to  be  held  on 
Friday  evening,  3d  month  9,  1866,  was  adjourned  to 
April  3,  1866.  Meeting  held  April  3,  1866,  by  ad- 
journment, and  it  appearing  from  the  records  that 
there  has  been  a  final  distribution  of  the  common 
property  belonging  to  the  proprietors,  and  that  there 
are  no  debts  owing  from  the  proprietors  and  none  due 
them,  and  that  the  business  of  the  corporation  is 
closed  up,  therefore  voted  that  the  book  of  records  be 
deposited  with  the  clerk  of  the  Pacific  Union  Society, 
said  society  having  been  the  sole  purchasers  of  all  the 
property  formerly  belonging  to  the  proprietors. 

Voted  to  adjourn  sine  die. 

Attest:  N.  W.  Winciiestek,  Clerk. 

On  the  0th  of  May,  1858,  a  notice  was  read  from  the 
pulpit  by  Rev.  Isaac  Dunham  stating  that  it  was 
thought  necessary  to  have  an  organized  church  con- 
nected with  this  house  of  worship,  and  that  all  who  were 
willing  to  unite  in  the  formation  of  a  church  to  meet 
in  the  vestry  of  the  church  building  the  next  after- 
noon. May  10, 1858,  at  3.30  o'clock,  to  consider  upon 
the  subject,  and  to  take  steps  for  its  completion. 

The  meeting  was  held,  moderator  chosen,  as  also  a 
secretary.  There  were  seventeen  ))ersons  present. 
Remarks  were  made  by  J.  L.  Anthony  setting  forth 
the  necessity  of  an  organized  church,  and  the  desires 
of  a  number  to  connect  themselves  with  it.  By  per- 
mission of  the  meeting  the  secretary  read  articles  of 
faith,  covenant,  and  standing  rules  of  a  Congrega- 
tional Church  which,  if  satisfactory,  would  recom- 
mend for  adoption,  if  thought  best  to  have  a  Congrega- 
tional Church.  As  there  were  persons  in  the  meeting 
(hat  thought  a  church  of  the  Christian  or  Methodist 
denomination  would  be  preferable,  it  was  concluded 
to  take  a  vote  and  have  the  majority  to  decide  the 
question.  The  vote  stood:  for  the  Christian,  three; 
for  Methodist,  two;  for  a  Congregational,  nine;  and 
three  not  voting  either  way.  It  was  voted  to  call  a 
council  for  the  organization  of  a  church  three  weeks 
from  that  day.     Meeting  then  adjourned  sine  die. 

On  the  26th  of  May,  1858,  letters  missive  were  sent 


to  the  following-named  churches  to  send  pastors  and 
delegates  to  meet  on  Monday,  May  31,  1858,  at  ten 
o'clock,  A.M.,  to  advise  and  aid  in  forming  a  church 
on  Congregational  principles,  and  publicly  to  recog- 
nize the  same,  if  in  the  judgment  of  the  council  it 
should  be  thought  expedient  so  to  do.  Signed,  J.  L. 
Anthony,  D.  H.  Kay. 

Pursuant  to  letters  missive  an  ecclesiastical  coun- 
cil met  at  the  meeting-house  in  Westport,  May  81, 
1858,  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  a  Congregational 
Church. 

Present,  North  Congregational  Church,  New  Bed- 
ford, Rev.  H.  W.  Parker,  pastor;  Brother  T.  R.  Den- 
nison,  delegate.  Trinitarian  Church,  New  Bedford, 
Rev.  Wheelock  Craig,  pastor;  Brother  Robert Oibbs, 
delegate.  Pacific  Church,  New  Bedford,  Rev.  Tim- 
othy Stowe,  pastor;  Brother  J.  Freeman,  delegate. 
Central  Congregational  Church,  Fall  River,  Rev.  Eli 
Thurston,  D.D.,  pastor;  Brother  Nathan  Durfee, 
del^ate. 

The  council  was  organized  by  the  choice  of  Rev.  H. 
W.  Parker,  moderator ;  and  Brother  Nathan  Durfee, 
scribe. 

Meeting  opened  by  prayer  by  Rev.  Mr.  Craig. 

Rev.  Mr.  Dunham  was  invited  to  take  a  seat  with 
the  council. 

J.  L.  Anthony  was  called  upon  to  give  an  account 
of  the  previous  prospects  of  the  society ;  what  means 
were  at  command  to  sustain  the  ministry  provided  a 
Congregational  Church  was  organized. 

Mr.  C.  A.  Church  gave  his  views  in  regard  to  the 
control  of  the  house,  expressing  his  opinion  that, 
provided  a  church  was  formed,  most  of  the  stock- 
holders would  heartily  co-operate.  Rev.  I.  Dunham 
gave  his  opinion  that  the  time  had  come  for  the  or- 
ganization of  a  church. 

The  articles  of  faith  and  form  of  covenant  were 
presented  and  read,  whereupon  it  was  voted  that  the 
articles  of  faith  and  form  of  covenant,  together  with 
the  name  of  the  church,  and  their  rules  and  regula- 
tions now  presented,  are  satisfactory  to  the  council. 

The  following-named  presented  themselves,  and 
were  examined  upon  certificate  or  by  profession  of 
their  faith,  and  the  examination  proving  satisfactory 
to  the  council,  it  was  voted  to  proceed  to  the  organ- 
izMion  of  the  church :  J.  L.  Anthony,  Rev.  J.  B. 
Parris,  Dr.  B.  R.  Abbie,  David  H.  Kay,  Miss  Caro- 
line Tallman,  Mrs.  Mary  Howland,  Elizabeth  G. 
Rowland,  Mrs.  Mary  W.  Anthony,  Mrs.  Mary  J. 
Rowland,  Mrs.  Eliza  A.  Macomber,  Miss  Nancy  A. 
Cornell. 

Order  of  exercise  for  the  organization  of  the  church  : 
Reading  of  the  minutes,  by  the  scribe ;  invocation  and 
reading  the  Scriptures,  by  the  Rev.  J.  B.  Parris ;  in- 
troductory prayer,  by  Brother  Dennison  ;  sermon,  by 
Rev.  Eli  Thurston, — text  was,  "  For  the  zeal  of  thine 
house  hath  eaten  me  up,"  Psalm  Ixix.  9;  reading  con- 
fession of  faith  and  covenant,  by  Rev.  Timothy  Stowe ; 
recognition  of  church  and  consecration  prayer,  by 


B«v.  H.  W.  Parker ;  feUowship  of  church,  Re*.  Ur. 
Orftig;  concluding  prayer.  Rev.  Mr.  Duaham. 

Tim  confeaaiou  of  fuith,  covenant, etc.,  in  pamphlet 
form,  in  lierein  inclosed. 

A  meeting  of  tlie  church  was  held  Aug.  21,  18C8, 
mt  which  a  clerk  and  deacon  was  choeen.  It  was  al3i> 
TOted  that  tliiH  cliurch  extend  an  invitation  to  the 
"Rev.  I.  Dunham  U>  nerve  ihem  as  pastor  for  ihe  year 
commencing  June  1,  1S58.  The  articles  ul'  fuitli, 
covenant,  and  slnnding  rules  of  llic  church  were  read 
for  the  information  of  those  present  dexirous  of  join- 
ing thia  church.  Voted  that  tliose  persons  present 
irho  wiah  to  join  the  church  be  examined  on  their 
profession  of  faith. 

MiB,  Hannah  Crocker,  Mrii.  Phebe  Tripp,  and  Miss 
Luciila  Borden  presented  themaelves,  and  were  eicam- 
ined  by  the  committee,  and  the  examination  proving 
■atiafactory,  it  waa  voted  that  they  be  propounded. 

Voted  that  the  clerk  inform  the  society  tliat  they 
had  concurred  with  them  in  extending  an  invitation 
to  the  Rev.  Isaac  Dunham  to  become  tlieir  pastor. 
Kev.  Mr.  Dunham  accepted  the  invitation.  Voted  to 
adjourn  for  two  weeks.  At  the  meeting  held  on  Sept. 
4,  1858,  Itrother  J.  B.  Parria  was  chosen  treasurer, 
whicli  office  hehaa  held  to  thia  day. 

On  Sunday,  September  5th,  to  which  the  last  meeU 
ing  was  adjourned,  the  three  persons  previously  pro- 
pounded were  received  into  fiill  membenihip. 

Nov.  7,  1858.  Kev.  I.  Dunham  iind  wife  were  re- 
ceived into  the  church  by  letter  from  Wealeyan  Meth- 
odist Church  in  Duxbury,  Maas. 

Jan.  1,  ISGO.  Mrs.  Alice  T.  Peckhuui  was  puhlidy 
received  into  membership  of  thia  church. 

June  5,  1861.  Mrs.  Lucy  Adams  waa  received  into 
this  church. 

June!)(lth.  Eleven  persons  were  received  into  the 

Dec.  29,  ISGl.  Matilda  GifTord  was  received  into 
membership  of  this  churcli. 

May  3.  1882.  Capi.  E.  W.  Crapo  and  wife  were  re- 
ceived into  membership  of  this  church. 

July  5,  1863.  Four  persons  were  received  into  mem- 
bersliip  of  this  church. 

September  Hth.  Seven  persons  were  receivetl  into 
membership. 

July  10,  18(14.  Mrs.  U.  Bosworth  waa  received  into 
membership  by  letter  from  Middle  Street  Christian 
Church,  New  Bedford. 

March,  1866.  At  the  request  of  Sister  Hannah  Cobb 
to  join  tlie  First  Presbyterian  Church  in  Oswego, 
V.  Y.,  and  Sister  FT.  W.  Itosworth  to  join  Iho  Midillo 
Street  Cbriatian  Church.  New  Bedford,  it  was  voted 
that  their  request  be  granted,  and  letters  given  them. 

August  Oth.  The  ordinance  of  baptism  was  admin- 
istered to  the  infant  aon  of  John  H.  and  Kebeccu  A. 
OlfTord,  and  infant  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Geurgiu 
B.  Cornell. 

May  13,  1SG6.  Mrs.  Nancy  Pool  waa  admitted  a 
member  by  baptism  and  profesaion  of  faith. 


November  lat.  FI.  O.  Bawin  was  received  by  led 
from  Brookline.  N.  U.,  Church  of  Christ  recommand- 
ing  him  lo  P.  U.  Cliurch  in  Weslport. 

Sept.  I,  18(17.  The  ordinance  of  baptism  waa  ad- 
ministered to  Emma  Cowen,  and  she  was  admitted 
to  the  fellowship  of  this  church.  The  ordinance  of 
liaplisni  was  adminislercd  to  Thomas  Aahly,  infant 
aon  of  John  H.  and  Uebecca  A.  (^iUWd. 

January,  1868.  llev.  Jhouu  Dunham,  who  hsii  been 
tlie  acting  pastor  of  this  church  nearly  ten  years,  de- 
clined lu  serve  it,  longer,  us  he  wished  to  go  and 
build  up  a  church  ut  Whitlendeu,  ne»r  Tiuiotoo. 
Ills  year  expiring  April  1,1868,  he  had  provided  i 
{>astor  fur  the  church,  if  they  should  unite  in  calling 
him,  by  the  nameof  Leonard,  who  came  and  preached 
ft  sermon  l''eb.  19,  18(i8,  and  the  call  whs  given  Feb- 
ruary 22(1.  For  many  other  items  of  iniercat,  they 
will  be  found  in  extracts  from  tbu  society  riicords.  A 
council  was  culled  June  30,  1888.  and  Rev.  U.  P. 
Leonard  was  iiiBtulled  us  jiustur.  llmtUur  Luuiinril 
uintinued  his  pustorale  till  March  18,  187$,  when,  at 
his  request,  a  council  was  called  and  diwolvod  hi* 
connection  with  this  church.  The  pulpit  wu  sup- 
plied to  June  1.  1875,  by  Rev.  H.  P.Gilford,  N.  S. 
Moore,  and  Rev.  N.  S.  Moore  engaged  for  six  muntha, 
or  to  Dec.  1,  1875,  a^cr  which  the  pulpit  wiu  agoiii 
supplied  to  Oct.  2(t,  1876,  by  Mr.  Bonnell.  Dyre.Qil- 
ford,  D.  D.  Campbell,  I'ettce,  Smith,  Allen,  Bauun, 
Frescott,  At  wood,  and  Bristol. 

Oct.  20,  1878.  The  church  and  society  invited  Iter. 
F,  L.  Bristol  as  their  acting  pastor  for  one  year,  which 
was  accepted. 

At  the  retjueat  of  Brother  H.  P.  Leonard  and  wife, 
the  usual  letters  from  this  church  to  the  Coiigregn- 
tional  Church  at  East  Taunton  was  sunt  him,  and 
notice  received  July  3,  1877.  Rev.  F.  I..  Ilrisiol  gave 
notice  that  at  the  close  of  his  year  of  labor  with  tliis 
uhurch  and  society  ho  should  leave,  and  therefore 
should  not  he  a  candidate  for  acting  pastor  the  next. 
The  church  wassujiplicti  thoreatler  till  Jan.  1,  1878, 
by  Mr.  Iloniiell.  L.  P.  Atwood,  ftlr.  Dodge,  Mr. 
Tenncy,  Mr.  Willams,  and  William  P.  Alcott.  The 
committee  then  agreed  wilh  lluv.  L.  P.  Atwood  ID 
supply  the  church  and  society  for  thruu  luonths  I'roiii 
Jan.  I  to  April  1,  1878.  lie  (Mr.  Atwiaid)  was  en- 
gaged from  year  to  year  till  April  1,  188M.  Ilu  then 
declined  to  1>e  a  CHudidiitc  to  supply  the  churcli  and 
society  longer. 

Sept.  27,  1880.  At  the  re<iue9t  of  Sister  Ellen  M. 
Lelsnd  to  change  her  connection  from  this  dear  church 
of  her  diihIhiHHl  to  the  Wa>l  Newton  llaptist  Churcli, 
the  letter  of  rccommendaliou  and  disininshin  was 
granteii  by  vote  of  the  church,  and  notice  reeeiviHl. 

Mrs.  Reheccah  A.  Sniilh  having  signitiod  tu  Itev. 
L.  P.  Atwood  her  desire  for  baptism,  and  being  re- 
ceived into  this  church,  a  committee  wuiled  u(>on  her 
at  her  house,  slio  hciiig  sick  uiiil  in  feeble  huiiUh,  iiiid 
upon  examination  of  her  experience  aud  profession 
of  iaitb,  and  it  proving  satisfactory  in  fladins  Iwr  in 
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fellowship  with  the  articles  of  faith  of  this  church, 
and  of  her  hope  in  the  blood  of  Christ  which  cleanseth 
from  all  sin,  a  vote  of  the  church  was  taken  on  the 
report  of  the  committee,  which  was  unanimous  to  re- 
ceive her  after  the  ordinance  of  baptism  had  been 
administered. 

Sabbath  aflernoop,  July  2, 1882,  Rev.  Mr.  Atwood 
and  members  of  the  church  assembled  at  her  homo, 
and  the  ordinance  of  baptism  by  sprinkling  was  ad- 
ministered, and  she  admitted  to  this  branch  of  Christ's 
visible  church  in  usual  form,  after  which  the  sacra- 
ment was  administered. 

On  the  81st  of  December,  1882,  a  letter  was  re- 
ceived from  Brother  Atwood  stating  that  he  respect- 
fully declined  the  candidacy  to  supply  the  pulpit 
aflor  expiration  of  his  present  year  of  labor,  ending 
the  last  Sabbath  of  March,  1883. 

Jan.  18,  \SSl\.  The  letter  of  Rev.  Mr.  Atwood  read. 
On  motion  of  Brother  Dr.  J.  B.  Parris,  it  was  voted 
that  a  letter  of  recommendation  be  given  him  to  sister 
churches. 

The  following  preamble  and  resolution  and  letter 
were  offered  and  voted,  and  a  copy  furnished  Mr. 
Atwood: 

*' WiiKRRAii,  Tho  Jlnr.  ]j6wli  1*.  Atwood,  who  has  labored  wfth  this 
charch  and  ■nciely  for  more  than  flT«  ynars  pnit,  has  deelinsd  to  be  a 
candidate  for  the  pulpit  the  coming  year,  it  is  therefore 

**  Re$olifeH,  Tliat  we  deeply  regret  tho  severing  of  the  Cliristlan  and 
brotherly  ties  that  bonnd  our  hearts  together,  and  this  charch  doth  cor- 
dially and  cheerfully  recommend  Brother  Atwood  to  the  confidence  and 
Christian  fellowship  of  sister  churches  who  may  be  in  want  of  a  pastor, 
he  being  an  earnest,  faithful,  and  dcTont  minister  in  his  Lord^s  Tine> 
yard,  and  deeply  intereated  in  Sabbath-schools  and  Its  work,  for  which 

ht  is  well  adapted. 

*'  In  behalf  of  the  church, 

**  J.  L.  Anthont,  Clerk.** 


Representatives.-— The 
sentatives  to  the  Oeneral 
present  time : 

1788.  William  Davis,  Ksq.  | 

1780.  Mr.  William  Almy.  | 

1790.  YotH  not  to  send. 

1701.  Capt.  Sylvester  Rrownall. 

1792-00.  William  Almy. 

1800.  Yotni  not  to  send. 

180I-.T  Abner  Drownell. 

1804.  William  Almy. 

1806.  John  Monher. 

1800-7.  William  Almy. 

1808-0.  Sylvester  Drownall. 

Abner  llrownrll. 
1810-12.  Abner  Rrownell. 

Sylvester  llrowuell. 

Abner  Olflbrd. 

Abner  Bn»wnell. 

Abner  D.  Giffonl. 

Iwinc  Cory. 

Abner  Browncll. 

Abner  D.  fSlfford. 

.lohii  Anthony. 
1815-10.  Abner  Hrownell. 

Sylvmtcr  Drownull. 

Abner  B.  OilTord. 
1817.  Voted  not  to  send. 
1818-10.  Sylvester  Brownoll. 
182f).  Voted  not  to  send. 

1821.  Abner  Brow neli. 

1822.  Voted  not  to  send. 


1813. 


18U. 


following  is  a  listof  repre- 
Court  from  1788  to  the 


1823-24.  None. 

1825   Abner  B.  Giflbrd. 

Tillinghast  Almy. 

Nathan  G.  Brownoll. 
1820.  None. 

1827.  Tillinghast  Almy. 
NaUian  C.  Brownell. 

1828.  Tillinghast  Almy. 
Abner  B.  Giflbrd.  , 
Nathan  0.  Brownell. 

1820.  None. 

1830.  Abner  B.  Giflbrd. 
Nathan  G.  Brownell. 
Anselm  Bassett. 

1831.  Abner  B.  Giflbrd. 
James  H.  Handy. 

1832-34.  Abner  B.  Giflbrd. 

James  II.  Ilnndy. 

Jonathan  Pavis. 
1835.  James  II.  Handy. 

Jonathan  Davis. 

Cbrisiopher  A.  Church. 
1830-37.  Nathnn  C.  Brownell. 

Jonathan  Davis. 

Cliristopher  A.  Cliurch. 

1838.  Nathan  C.  Brownoll. 
Jonathan  Davis. 

1839.  Nathan  C.  Brownell. 
Gamaliel  Chnrch. 


1840.  Gamaliel  Chnroh. 
John  Avaiy  Giflbrd. 

1841.  James  II.  Handy. 

1842.  John  Avery  Giflbrd. 

1843.  Gamaliel  Clinrch. 
1845.1  Jonathan  Davla. 
1844M7.  Perry  Davis. 
1848.  Ber^Jamin  B.  Slason. 
1850.*  George  II.  Giflbrd. 
1851-52.  Frederick  Brownell. 
1853-54.  Isaac  A.  Anthony. 
1855.  Benjamin  B.  Slason. 
1866-57.  Ablel  Davis. 
1868-50.  Kara  P.  Brownell. 
1800.  Perry  Davis. 

1861.  Esra  P.  BrownelL 
1802.  0.  A.  Charch. 


1863-66.  Kara  P.  Brownall. 
1866.  Andr«w  HleU. 
1867-68.  Ksra  P.  Brownell. 
1860.  Isaac  A.  Anthony. 

1870.  Bam  P.  Brownell. 

1871.  Stephen  A.  Brownell. 
1872-73.  Gllsa  B.  Brownall. 
1874.  Joaeph  0.  Little. 
1875-76.  Benjamin  Giflbrd. 
1877.*  George   B.  lUed,  of  Dart- 
mouth. 

1878.  Gharlsa  Flahar  «  and  William 

P.  Maoombor. 
1870.  William  P.  Macomber. 
1880-81.  Henry     A.  Sloenm,    of 

Dartmouth. 
1882-83.  John  W.  Giflbrd. 


Town  Clerks  from  1787  to  1883.— The  following 
w  a  list  of  town  clerks  from  1787  to  the  present  time: 


1787-88.  Abner  Brownell. 

1700-Ul.  Kobert  Karl. 

April  2, 1702,  to  May  14, 1702,  Na- 
thaniel Kirby. 

May  14,  1702,  to  Nov.  28,  1807, 
William  Almy. 

Nov.  28,  1807,  to  April,  1812,  Wil- 
liam White  (2d). 

1812-18.  Abner  B.  Giflbrd. 

1818-45.  yrederick  Brownell. 

Military  Record.— The 
names  of  the  soldiers  and 
Westport  during  the  war  of 

Averill,  William. 
Abbott,  Hiram  P. 
Adams,  0.  F. 
Allen,  Stephen  H. 
Anthony,  Nicholas  B. 
Andrews,  Thomaa. 
Allen,  Albert  M. 
Allen,  George  B. 
Adison,  William. 
Angien,  John. 
Arthur,  Joshua. 
Burt,  Gharlea  A. 
Borden,  Peleg  8. 
Bullock,  Isaiah  B. 
Bo  wen,  Daniel  W. 
Bryant,  George  II. 
Broadhurt,  Thomas  R. 
Baunan,  James. 
Breck,  Klijab  F. 
Broadbent,  Samnel  8. 
Baker,  Abraham  M. 
Borden,  Isaac  8. 
Brown,  Samnel. 
Bradbury,  Roliarl 
Baker,  Henry  G. 
Brightman,  Jolin  H. 
Bradley,  George  B. 
Brownell,  Jlrah  F. 
Boewotth,  Henry  L.' 
Brown,  William. 
Burch,  K<lward. 
Babbit,  Albert. 
Bean,  Klisha  B. 


1845-60.  Paleg  W.  Paekham. 
1860-66.  George  H.  QifTord. 
1866-62.  Israel  Allen. 
1862-64.  Isaac  Rowland. 
1864-66.  Ifraal  Allan. 
1866-74.  Albart  0.  KIrby. 
1874-78.  John  A.  Macomber  (2d). 
1878-SO.  Robert  A.  Lawtoo . 
1880-83.  John  A.  Macomber  (2d). 

following  is  a  list  of  the 
sailors  from  the  town  of 
the  Rebellion : 

Barton,  Franklin  A. 
Brightman,  Alaxandar  8. 
Borden,  JoKn  & 
Bogan,  John. 
Obappell,  AvgnstiM  G. 
Orowlay,  Pntriek. 
Gary,  MIchaal. 
Gordiugly,  Thomta  B. 
Onrran,  Jamea. 
Oonnick,  Ilanry. 
Oomali,  Stephen  B. 
Gutter,  Israel. 
Ghappell,  John. 
Devoll,  Oaoifo  B. 
Datid,  Solon. 
David,  Gharlea. 
David,  Bdward. 
Dalton,  Warren  U. 
Deroll,  Henry  8. 
Demoranville,  Stephen  B. 
Dyer,  Stephen  K. 
Dillon,  John. 
Dolon,  Andrew. 
Dewire,  WIlllaBi. 
Davis,  Jamsa  F. 
Duteher,  George  O. 
Dengan,  Simon. 
Durfee,  James  D. 
Dollard,  Thomas. 
Dillinglmm,  Bdward  H. 
Davis,  Pardon  E. 
Dean,  John  P. 
Davenport,  Cffiarlea  W. 


1  In  1844  William  G.  Slade  had  the  highest  number  of  votes  on  each 
of  four  ballotlngs,  and  the  polls  closed  at  snnset,  no  choice. 

s  In  1840,  George  If.  Giflbrd  hsd  the  highest  number  of  votes  on  each 
of  two  ballotlngs,  but  no  choice  was  made. 

s  Dartmonth  united  with  Westport  and  sent  but  one  representative. 

4  Charles  Fisher's  seat  contested  by  William  P.  Macomber,  who  was 
admitted. 
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II*nin,lMr.  WlllUn  B. 

MtOtrtlir.  lahu. 
Konlil,  i.  A. 
MvtlB,  IVMr. 
H*i>«l>nb>r,  UvanI  F. 


Gnenli>l|h.JuHidi. 

OIKitd,  Alumhiia. 
QllluTd,  JipiH  B. 
OuDBWiH,  Uniiiil  T. 
Qlflunl,  Ell. 

anr.sjiiiiirH. 

aiOunl,  Alaanio. 
Onxii,  DsddU. 
Oolliichar,  Kdwd. 

Oitiiii,  JoHph. 


Bi>irUad,AltMitr. 

BirriKD.  Ednrd. 
Hart,  riilllp  W. 
B»rrliigiiin,  John. 

Dutwd,  j»hii  a. 


Incnlirim,  Vrwli 
Jinki,  Qturgs  A. 
JonUn.JobuF. 
Jan.i,Jdhii. 


NhbIiiU,  JahB. 
■JII>r.  Qmat*. 
UeMimihUr,  OUrliK 
HiOem-.  tuba. 
UuKhxlar,  Ullbrrt. 
lUjk**.  ALI*B  a. 
MiMbir,  BnJiBlB  r. 
HnrlH7.  JullU. 


Mwi,  chitiH  r. 

lUnhEll.  Au(uMui 
Kulaj,  llMirf  H. 


MuCarl),  MoHIdki 


t>*ii*r,  uirui  a 

I*iCito,  Jrmnluli, 
Pick  III,  Jmim. 
F1(P».  Owrm  r. 
l-DlUr,  (nwrlH  r. 


FiV.  (IUhIh  a. 
Pirrj,  WIIJbuB  H. 


Itysii.  WllllnHi. 
Kliwill,  Oourga  W.  U, 
RniKll.Juliu  W. 
tfciuforU.  JuliiiO. 
Sliaruu,  IbJwaiil. 
Sanronl.  A.  IL.Jr. 
ahtcL>■l^l^  M.  U. 
auHkU(^8.^||■l■tL. 
Sbi>r(,  Gharla. 
Smlll.,  ilobtrt. 
Suvln,  Bubarl  P. 


Triw.J-.pb  II. 

T»l.«u,  ll.*«l. 

Tripp,Ju«A. 

WH,l.l.»,lir«».. 

W.I..,  B»ia»«- 

Trlni,OL«l«M. 

Will*.  Ul.oul  8. 

r.ipn  An«  II. 

Wl«i,  WhOI.Kk. 

Triptstli-rlar. 

Wrlfkl,  WlllUm  U. 

Tripp,  tMnl-l  11. 

WlhBa.  Jhh*. 

Trtpp,  lUUtl  L. 

WIIIUiM  U— rC 

\niu»ir,  IlilUwIar. 

TrtM^l...UU. 

W««t.Ilo,»(k.»l. 

Tripp,  Aiiiauu*  W. 

W.lct,,JollO. 

TH«.,AU«W. 

Wc»J,U«fB.P, 

Tripp,  Vr III luO. 

W„lf.  It«u... 

Tripp,  U«lH. 

Wl.r,  FunUock, 

Tripp,  UwlaL 

WlllWm<i,J*»t. 

W>l»i.,  WllUu. 

BIOGRAPHICAL     SKBTOHES, 


AMPUEW  UICKS. 
Robert  Hick*  cnuie  from  Rnglaiid  in  ship  "  Por- 
Lune"  id  1621.  His  wife,  Mnrgurei  llickti,  Iwo  sona, 
Sainucl  and  Bplirkim,  and  two  ilaiiglituni  came  in 
aliip  "  Anil,"  AugiiBt,  1623.  He  wan  in  KJ18  a  Icntlicr- 
drEKBor  in  Ijondon.  He  died  Maicti  24, 1647.  Hnnutl 
Hiek»,  eldest  eon  of  Robert,  Plyinoutli,  16411.  removed 
to  Baatlmm ;  there  mnrried  Lydia,  daughter  or  John 
Doane,  Esq. ;  wua  a  repretentutivc  in  164!) ;  removed 
later  to  UiirnstnUe,  where  he  wua  oiigu^cil  in  |ira- 
oioling  the  Hcttleuient  of  Uurtinuulh.  He  wiu  among 
tliu  thirty-six  originiil  iiurclnuwrx  of  ttiat  town,  wlin 
met  Ht  I'lymouUi,  March  7,  16,12,  to  divide  thuir  pur- 
cliose.  He  owned  one-tliirly-fourlli  of  the  town, 
where  he  removed  Uefore  1670,  a*  on  May  20th  of 
that  year  we  Hnd  him  reeordod  us  one  of  the  seven 
freemen  of  Dartinoutli. 

Ilia  descendant,  Jarob  Ifieti,  who  niKrriod  Huy 
Eiirle,  was  a  furnier  in  that  giart  of  Dartmouth  now 
Wc-Hlpiirt.  He  had  three  children,— OuinV/,  Willium, 
an<l  Miiry  Durfi-e.  Oabritl  was  a  fiirincr  Aiid  tHiiiier, 
and  owned  idmiit  one  hmidreil  uurea  of  land,  llu 
iimrriml  Mary  Munuhuiter,  and  had  ei);ht  cliildroit, — 
William,  wliu  married  Susannah  Went;  Jiaeiih  ;  lien- 
jamiti,  married  Bfflry  Qibson;  John,  marricct  Mnry 
Oungdon;  Thomas,  niiirriod  llniiimh  Suwiu;  Cnnifurt, 
I  married  John  Potter;  Klixalicth,  marriud  Coiiatiuit 
'  Sisson ;  and  Susan,  married  William  Macomlier. 
i  Joaepli  Hicks,  born  Feb.  22, 1722,  was  a  rarmcr  and 
I  tanner,  and,  like  liiH  father,  was  a  valued  citizeu  and 
,  of  sound  judgment.  He  married  Eliiuhoth  Walte, 
and  reared  a  family  of  twelve  children.  Tlioy  were 
Benjamin,  married  Eunice  Brigga;  Oliver,  married 
Polly  Earle;  ISaracg,  marriitl  tiurah  Cuok;  Durfee, 
married  Susannah  Potter ;  Tliunias,  married  Kliaa- 
beth  Davis;  Comfort,  married  Philip  Corey;  Mary, 
married  Stephen  Karle ;  Lucy,  marriud  Philip  Tab«r ; 
\'md\let,  married  Stephen  Ear)o  (second  wife) ;  Deb* 
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ornh,  mnrricd  John  Pearce;  Prudence,  married  An- 
tlinny  Almy;  nnd  TInnnali,  married  Paul  Knrle. 

Mr.  Hicks  died  Oct.  12, 1798.  Mm.  Ilickn  waRborn 
Jan.  20, 1727,  and  died  Sept.  %\  1827,  having  attained 
tlie  remarkable  age  of  one  hundred  years,  eight 
monthfl,  and  five  days. 

IUrney  HirK8,  third  son  and  child  of  Joseph 
and  Elizabctli  (Waitc)  IFicks,  was  born  in  1754.  Be- 
fore he  was  of  age  ho  became  a  sohlicr  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary war,  enlisting  as  a  private  soldier  under 
Mnj.  Manchester,  in  a  Rhode  Island  regiment  of  the 
colonial  army,  and  was  for  some  months  in  service. 
He  then  fitted  out  a  sloop  at  Westport  for  the  West 
India  trade,  and  started  on  a  voyage.  His  sloop  was 
captured  by  a  British  cruiser,  however,  before  night 
of  the  first  day  out.  The  weather  becoming  rough, 
the  sloop  could  not  be  carried  in  to  Newport,  as  the 
captors  desired,  and  they  bore  away  for  New  York. 
The  storm  continued,  and  they  were  cast  away  near 
liittio  Egg  Harbor,  and  all  were  lost  except  Mr. 
Hicks,  one  other  man,  and  a  dog,  who  reached  a 
small  desert  island.  The  cold  was  intense.  Mr. 
Hicks'  companion  and  the  dog  were  frozen  to  death. 
Mr.  Hicks  was  so  badly  frozen  as  to  lose  both  feet 
from  this  cause  after  the  lapse  of  twenty  years.  At 
last  he  attracted  the  attention  of  the  residents  of  the 
Jersey  shore,  and  they  succeeded  in  rescuing  him 
from  his  perilous  condition.  He  remained  at  the 
house  he  first  reached  twelve  months  before  he  re- 
covered his  health  so  far  as  to  do  any  business.  Then 
going  to  Philadelphia,  he  engaged,  with  some  New 
Be<lford  friends,  in  fitting  out  a  privateer.  In  three 
weeks  after  sailing  he  returned  to  Philadelphia  in 
charge  of  a  captured  vessel,  and  after  receiving  his 
share  of  the  prize-money  he  paid  for  liis  year's  board 
in  New  Jersey,  lie  soon  sailed  as  captain  of  another 
privateer.  On  the  first  voyage  the  vessel  was  cap- 
tured and  taken  to  Plymouth,  England,  and  after  a 
short  captivity  in  a  prison-ship,  Capt.  Hicks  was  sent 
to  America.  During  a  fog  he  incited  a  mutiny  and 
capturcil  the  vessel.  The  fog  lifting,  the  attempt  at 
escape  was  discovered,  and  the  veasel  retaken  by  the 
British.  Capt.  Hicks  again  succeeded  in  capturing 
the  vessel,  and  this  time  cut  her  out  from  the  fleet 
and  brought  her  safely  as  his  prize  int^  Boston.  Ho 
made  other  privatoering  cruises,  was  again  captured, 
and  held  for  nearly  two  years  a  prisoner  on  a  prison- 
ship  at  New  York.  When  the  war  closed  he  entered 
the  merchant  service,  which  he  followed  until  he  was 
about  forty  years  old,  when  he  rclnrncd  to  his  farm 
in  Wc^stport,  where  he  spent  the  rest  of  his  life.  He 
made  forty-five  voyages  to  San  Domingo,  and  on  his 
last  voyage  sailed  to  Africa  and  the  Eitst  Indies. 

He  niarried,  about  1798,  Sarah  Cook,  born  in  1776, 
and  had  twelve  children, — Betsey,  married  Nathaniel 
Tompkins;  Antfrnv ;  Lydia,  married  Nathaniel 
(/hurch,  and  now  lives  in  Fairhaven ;  Isaac,  married 
Iluldah  Tompkins;  John,  married  Caroline  Almy; 
Hannah,  married  Edward  G.  Bowie  (their  children 


arc  Sophia,  Francis,  Andrew,  Julia, — Mrs.  C.  B.  Tripp, 
and  Joseph) ;  Barney,  married  Catharine  Seabury ; 
William,  married  Eliza  Seabury;  Reuben,  married 
Sarah  Kirby ;  Alexander,  married  Elizabeth  How- 
land;  Sarah,  married  Ephraim  Brownell;  Joseph, 
married  Betsey  Briggs.  Three  of  these  children,  An- 
drew, Isaac,  and  Lydia,  are  now  living,  each  over 
eighty  years  of  age.  Notwithstanding  his  privations 
and  vicissitudes,  Mr.  Hicks  attained  the  age  of  seventy- 
eight,  dying  in  1832,  showing  that  he  must  have  had 
an  unusually  strong  constitution.  He  was  prompt, 
decisive,  and  resolute,  and  was  esteemed  by  his  ac- 
quaintances.   His  wife  died  in  1826,  aged  fifty. 

Andrew  Hicks,  son  of  Barney  and  Sarah  (Cook) 
Hicks,  was  born  in  Westport,  Mass.,  June  17,  1799. 
His  boyhood  until  his  thirteenth  year  was  passed  on 
the  farm.  He  then  engaged  as  clerk  in  a  store  in 
Adamsville,  R.  I.,  where  aft«r  eight  years'  service 
he  opened  a  store  of  his  own.  After  trading  three 
years  he  returned  to  the  farm  of  his  ancestors.  In 
1886  he  fitted  out  a  vessel  and  began  an  extended 
whaling  business,  continuing  from  that  time  down  to 
the  present.  He  has  owned  interests  in  eleven  ves- 
sels at  one  time.  He  has  seen  the  various  stages  of 
this  great  enterprise  of  other  days,  from  its  palmy  and 
prosperous  days  to  its  decay  and  subsidence.  He  has 
built  eight  vessels  for  whaling,  and  his  ventures  have 
met  with  very  satisfactory  results. 

Mr.  Hicks  was  in  former  days  a  Whig.  Since  the 
formation  of  the  Republican  party  he  has  been  active 
in  support  of  its  principles.  He  has  been  justice  of 
the  peace  for  twenty-eight  years,  and  represented 
Westport  in  the  Legislature  of  1866.  He  is  a  director 
of  the  Merchants'  Bank  of  New  Bedford,  and  is  uni- 
versally considered  a  sound  financier,  careful,  prudent, 
and  fortunate.  He  now  owns  sixty  acres  of  the  home- 
stead farm,  dating  back  over  two  hundred  years  in  its 
possession  in  his  family.  He  has  never  married,  and 
at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-four  years  has  a  re- 
markable memory  of  events  and  dates  and  unusual 
clearness  of  intellect. 


TIIR  aiPPORD   PAMHiY. 

From  the  English  book  of  heraldry,  otherwise  called 
The  Doomsday  Book,"  we  extract  the  genealogy  of 
the  GifTord  family  down  to  the  emigration  of  the  first 
American  of  the  name  in  1630:  "The  family  of  Gif- 
ford  is  of  high  antiquity,  and  was  seated  at  Honfleur, 
in  Norman<ly,  three  hundred  years  before  thecon<juc8t 
of  England  by  William  the  Norman.  At  the  battle 
of  Hjtstings  (1()G6),  'Sire  Randolph  de  Gifi<)rdc'  was 
one  of  the  Conqueror's  standard-bearers,  and  was 
rewarded  by  him  with  land  in  Somersetshire  and 
Cheshire,  which  was  created  into  a  barony,  from 
which  his  descendants  had  summons  to  Parliament. 
In  the  reign  of  Henry  II.,  Sir  Peter  Giffbrd  married 
Alice,  daughter  and  heiress  of  Sir  Guy  de  Corbuchin, 
with  whom  he  had  the  lordship  of  Chillington,  in 
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Cheahire,  which  was  the  seat  of  the  Dukes  of  Ruck- 
Ingham  of  tliis  family.  Sir  Stephen  Qifford  waa  one 
of  tlio  burons  accnuipnnying  Ricliurd  Ctcur  de  Lion 
to  tlio  Holy  Lend,  anil  was  killed  at  the  siege  of  Je- 
Tiualem.  His  son  Sir  Stephen  wtu  wounded  there. 
The  family  enjoyed  great  distinction  in  the  English 
court  for  several  centurieH,  and  no  leas  than  live  peer- 
agos  existed  in  it  at  one  time.  Baron  Oeor^  OiHbrd 
was  made  Earl  of  Buckingham  by  Henry  V.,  hut 
joining  the  House  of  York  tiguinst  that  of  Lancaster, 
and  being  one  of  the  prime  luvoritea  of  Edward  V., 
he  was  creuted  Duke  of  Buckingham,  and  married  the 
Princeae  Maude  PlantAgenet,  the  king's  cousin.  His 
son,  Oeorge  Giflbrd,  Duke  of  Buckingham,  waa  one 
of  the  favorites  of  the  Duke  of  GlouceHlor,  afterwards 
Kichard  IIL  Being  detected  by  that  tyrant  in  the 
act  of  corresponding  with  the  Earl  uf  Riuhmond 
(Henry  VIL),  he  wajt  attaint«<l  of  high  treason  and 
beheaded  by  Richard's  orders.  This  Duke  of  Buck- 
ingham left  several  children,  but  as  tliuy  had  been 
deprived  of  their  lands  and  titles,  the  mercenary  king 
(licnry  VII.)  found  it  more  convenient  not  to  restore 
them,  and  Humphrey  StalTord,  a  very  rich  and  pow- 
erful nobleman,  having  married  the  oldest  daughter 
of  Henry,  was  created  by  him  Duke  of  Buckingham. 
The  SiaRbrda  followed  the  fate  of  their  maternal  an- 
cestor (Oiffbrd),  for  the  grandson  of  Humphrey  wbb 
beheaded  and  his  family  deprived  of  their  vast  eittatea. 
or  the  sons  of  the  lust  Qeorge  Giflbrd,  Duke  of  Buck- 
ingham, George  continued  the  first  line,  and  continu- 
ally solicited  the  crown  and  Parliament  for  his  rei- 
torntiun,  hut,  from  the  powerful  opposition  of  his 
brother-in-law  (HUtford),  was  always  defeated.  The 
GilForda,  in  the  reigna  of  Henry  VUI.  and  Queens 
-  Mary  and  Elizabeth,  inellectuiilly  put  their  claims 
before  the  English  Parliament,  never,  however,  being 
able  to  obtain  a  judgment.  In  the  reign  of  James  L, 
Sir  Ambrose  Gifford  claimed  before  the  House  of 
Peers  to  be  Dnke  of  Buckingham,  and  in  the  second 
year  of  the  reign  of  Charles  I.  his  claims  were  disal- 
lowed on  account  of  his  poverty.  Walter  Gilford, 
tlie  son  of  Sir  Ambrose,  emigrated  from  England  to 
Massachusetts  Hay  in  1C30,  and  was  the  originator  of 
the  American  branch  of  this  family."  All  tliosc  licur- 
iiig  the  nanio  in  New  England  arc  trucuablu  Id  this 
ancestor,  anil  the  descendants  in  America  are  found 
no  unworthy  bearers  of  the  honorable  name,  as  tbcy 
have  distinguished  themaelves  in  art,  literature,  and 
science.  Honesty,  sturdy  independence,  and  industry 
have  been  cbaracteriHticoftlieiiamcin  Bristol  Cuunly, 
where  many  now  bear  it. 


(IKOItnE  II.  aiFl'ORP. 
George  Howland  Gilford,  son  of  Elibu  and  Barbara 
(Howland)  Giflbrd,  was  born  in  Wcstport,  Mass.,  Feb. 
9,  1806.  His  grandfather,  Stephen  Gilford,  married 
Rhoda  Anthony.'  He  lived  on  the  line  of  Dartmouth, 
was  a  farmer,  and  died  advanced  in  years,  leaving  live 


■ons  and  two  daugbters,  Elihu,  one  of  liia  sons,  was 
born  Jan.  9, 1783,  marrie^l  Barbara,  daughter  of  Ji>hn 
and  EliEuboth  Howland,  about  1S04.  81i«  wo*  born 
in  Wustport,  Nov.  12.  178S.  They  had  flv«  clilhlrea, 
— Oeorijt  U.,  Kcsiah  II.  (niurriud  Henry  U.  Uiffurd, 
lives  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  and  baa  three  children  now 
living),  Elizabeth  (Mrs.  Isaac  Howland,  »f  Westpurt), 
John  H,,  of  Springlield,  and  Ooorge  E.,  of  Westport. 
Elihu  was  a  blacksmitli  of  that  early  day,  run  a  forge, 
made  how,  uxtu,  and  other  cutting  Instninieut*,  ia 
connection  with  bis  brothers  Job  and  Jidin,  and 
worked  at  his  trade  until  his  curly  death.  Doc  26. 
\%m.  He  was  a  nervous,  impulsive,  and  inipeluous 
man,  hard-working,  social,  fund  of  his  family,  and  a 
member  of  the  Friends'  Society.  His  widow  married 
John  W.  Giflbrd,  and  died  Uct.0, 1867,  in  her  eighty- 
fifth  year.  She  was  a  woman  of  great  strength  of 
character.  -  Very  thoughtful  of  others,  she  was  aai- 
versully  loved,  and  was  called  by  every  one  ia  h«r  old 
age  "  Grand  mot  her  Barbara."  Shu  learnol  the  Iruda 
of  tailoress  at  the  age  of  Atluen,  and  was  very  Ingeni- 
ous, making  dresses,  coats,  vests,  bonnets,  etc.  She 
was  erect  and  quick  in  her  moveuienU,  retained  liet 
activity  until  her  death,  and  was  noted  for  her  sufwrli 
horsemanship.  She  was  an  elder  of  tho  Friends'  So- 
ciety and  held  in  high  esteem. 

George  H.  Gillbrd  was  educated  at  common  aclioal, 
and  attended  the  select  school,  which  tinjuyed  high 
reputation,  under  the  teaching  nf  Qcurgo  W.  Baker, 
ntting  bimself  fornn  iustruutur.  He  begun  to  teach 
in  1827,  and  devoted  himiwlf  Ui  this  lur  several  yean, 
part  of  tliu  time  being  In  churgo  of  a  high  sidiool- 
Ho  married,  Dec.  8,  lS2(i,  UeboCkuh,  daughter  uf  Jo- 
»cpb  and  Judilh  (Ilriglitnian)  Davis,  tihc  was  burM  ^ 
at  Westport,  Sc|it.  18,  18lHi,  and  died  Doc.  21.  1879. 
Their  children  were  (1)  llcnn)  T.  (deceased),  mar- 
ried Mary  E.  Ramsdell,  and  bad  one  child,  George 
H.;  (2)  Jitliit  S.,  married  William  Davenport,  ha* 
two  children,  George  W.  and  -lames  H.,  and  Htm 
in  Fall  River;  (8)  A'nnc^//.,  married  Eilwin  R.  Pnol, 
who  died  in  Salisbury  prison  while  serving  as  a  sol- 
dier in  the  Union  army  during  tlie  late  civil  war; 
tbcy  hud  two  children,  Augusta  V).  (married  C.  W. 
Tripp,  and  has  one  child,  I'Mwin  1'.)  and  Carrie 
May  ;  (-1)  Gcrge  1>.,  din!  in  infancy.  In  the  family 
of  Mr.  (iillonl  wils  reared  Frank  ticymour  Davis,  a 
son  of  Mrs.  QtfTnrd's  brother  John  and  his  wife,  Emily 
Wilbur,  and  he  has  ever  been  considered  by  all  a 
member  of  the  family,  and  was  made  an  heir  of  Mr. 
Olllbrd  c<]iially  with  \w  cliil.ircn. 

AJUt  llic  dentil  of  her  hii!.liaud  Elihu,  the  riiollier 
{  of  Mr.  Gilibnl  returned  with  her  cbihlrcii  to  her 
{  father's  home,  and  for  seventy  years  thereafter,  aad 
I  until  his  death,  this  was  Mr.  GiDbrd's  home.  He 
I  became  a  farmer,  and  purchased  the  jihico  after  bis 
grandfather's  dealh,  varying  this  avocation  by  sail- 
ing, Aug.  23,  1837,  on  brig  "Elizabeth,"  from  West- 
port,  on  a  whaling  voyage  which  lasted  nine  months, 
I  With  this  exception,  this  farm  was  Hr.  Oiflbrd's  resi- 


Gc  U.C'',m.s 


.J- 


Wn_  /Lciy'^^-^L 


WESTPORT. 


699 


dence  for  seventy  years  and  until  his  death.  On  his 
return  from  this  voyage  he  engaged  in  manufacturing 
shingles  in  connection  with  farming,  and  also  became 
a  carriage-maker.  lie  bought  the  Moose  Mill,  in 
Westport,  and  made  carriage  woodwork,  and  owned 
the  mill  at  his  death. 

But  it  was  his  long  and  active  career  in  public  af- 
fairs and  his  prominence  in  temperance  work  that 
most  deserves  perpetuation.  He  was  much  in  public 
life.  He  was  commissioned  justice  of  the  peace  about 
1846,  and  continued  in  that  office  until  his  death.  He 
held  every  town  office,  and  represented  his  town  in 
the  Legislature.  He  settled  many  estates,  and  also  was 
chief  surveyor  of  this  vicinity  for  many  years.  He 
was  often  called  upon  to  give  advice,  and  was  a  wise 
and  sagacious  counselor.  He  was  a  popular  auctioneer, 
and  continued  to  transact  some  kinds  of  business  till 
within  a  few  days  of  his  death.  May  19, 1882.  He 
acted  at  various  periods  of  his  life  with  the  Demo- 
cratic, Republican,  and  Prohibitory  political  parties. 
His  temperance  history  was  a  marked  one.  At  the 
formation  of  the  Washingtonian  Temperance  Society, 
in  1842,  he  was  somewhat  dissipated,  but  such  was  the 
interest  in  him  and  desire  to  secure  his  aid  that  when 
organising  the  Westport  Society  the  office  of  vice- 
president  was  left  vacant  to  be  given  him  if  he  would 
take  the  plc<lgc  and  join  them.  He  did  so,  became 
its  first  vice-president,  and  held  that  office,  or  that 
of  prei>ident,  so  long  as  the  society  existed.  He  took 
hold  of  tem|)erance  with  all  the  ardor  of  his  positive 
nature,  and  fought  the  rum-demon  everywhere  and 
at  all  times.  He  was  a  forcible  speaker,  and  soon 
receive<l  the  sobriquet  of  the  "Old  Temperance  War- 
horse."  He  had  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that 
tangible  and  permanent  results  came  from  his  efforts. 
He  was  chief  officer  of  Sons  of  Temperance  and  Oood 
Templars  for  a  number  of  terms.  In  religion  he  was 
liberal  and  independent,  inclining,  however,  to  the 
Friends*  belief.  He  was  accurate,  methodical,  and 
systematic  in  all  things,  and  correct  in  all  business 
matters,  and  successful  in  the  acquisition  of  property. 
He  was  a  kind  and  loving  husband  and  father,  covering 
a  warm  heart  by  an  appearance  of  austerity  and  grufT- 
ness.  He  was  an  agreeable  social  companion,  full  of 
humor  and  laughable  stories.  Honored  by  the  com- 
munity, his  death  was  deeply  regretted. 


WILLIAM    GIFFORD    AND   WJLLFAM    H.  GIFFORD. 

From  Kli  WodciPs  genealogical  work — a  rare  and 
really  ingenious  and  labored  production —we  glean 
something  of  the  North  Westport  Giffords.  Ana- 
nias (?)  Oifford  had  nt  least  five  children, — Benjamin, 
Rct^om ponce,  Abigail,  Mary,'Kezia.  Henjamin  was  a 
cooper,  died  in  Westport  about  1817.  (E.  W.  says 
he  was  son  or  brother  of  Ananias  Gifford.)  He  had 
children, — Nathaniel,  James,  Stephen,  John,  Qeorge, 
and  Ruth.     ("  George  Gifford,  sou  of  Benjamin  and 


Susao  Sherman,  daughter  of  Sampson  Sherman,  his 
second  wife,  was  married  four  times,  and  barely  es- 
caped two  other  such  fxUamUieB.  He  was  to  marry 
Miss  Andrews,  who  died  bride  expectant.  He  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Wodell,  Susan  Sherman,  Ruth  Cottle, 
and  Mercy  Bullock,  and  e9caped  Miss  Andrews  and 
Mrs.  Randall,  to  whom  at  his  death  he  was  con- 
tracted. He  was  a  good  and  sensible  man,  and  had 
considerable  literary  talent" — EUi  Wodeli»)  George, 
bom  Feb.  17, 1772,  in  Freetown,  was  a  farmer,  well 
read,  and  a  good  penman.  He  acted  as  clerk  at 
auctions,  town-meetings,  etc.  He  was  also  a  school- 
master, and  a  worthy  and  deeply-devoted  member  of 
the  Baptist  Ohurch.  He  moved  in  later  life  to  Graf- 
ton, N.  H.,  and  in  that  new  country  was  very  useful, 
and  by  his  aid  in  forming  churchea  and  religious  so- 
cieties, made  a  permanent  impress  on  the  place.  By 
his  first  wife  he  had  Elizabeth,  married  Samuel 
Thurston ;  by  his  second  wife,  Susan,  he  had  William, 
Stephen,  and  Charles  (who  died  at  Fort  Mahon,  Aug. 
2, 1828,  while  in  the  United  States  naval  service) ;  and 
by  his  third  wife  he  had  one  daughter,  Caroline. 
He  died  at  an  old  age. 

William  Gifford  was  born  in  Westport,  Mass., 
Feb.  12, 1794.  He  was  reared  on  the  farm,  and  be- 
came a  farmer.  Married  Deborah,  daughter  of  Thomas 
Freelove,  of  Troy  (now  Fall  River).  She  was  born 
Oct.  12, 1791.  Their  children  attaining  mature  years 
were  Ruth  and  William  H.  Ruth  married  Jacob 
Hicks,  of  Fall  River,  Mass.  Her  only  surviving 
child,  Charles,  married  Catharine  Paine,  and  had  one 
son,  Charles  A.,  now  a  practicing  physician  in  Fall 
River.  Mr.  Gifford  was  an  energetic  and  an  indus- 
trious man,  and  possessed  good  intellect.  &e  taught 
school  in  early  life  successfully,  and  was  a  farmer  the 
rest  of  his  days.  He  was  one  of  those  earnest  and 
devoted  yeomen  who  did  good  service  in  the  progress 
of  the  better  elements  of  civilization.  Quiet  and  un- 
demonstrative in  manner,  he  read  much,  and  had  clear 
and  original  thoughts  and  ideas.  His  judgment  was 
sound,  and  weighed  impartially  all  things,  and  rarely 
was  it  at  fault  in  its  conclusions.  He  was  a  Christian, 
a  worthy  member  of  Elder  Hicks'  (Baptist)  Church 
at  North  Dartmouth,  where  he  retained  his  member- 
ship during  life.  His  religion  was  not  the  pompous 
religion  that  flaunts  itself  obtrusively  in  all  unseemly 
places  with  a  Pharisaical  pride.  It  was  a  portion  of 
his  being,  and  his  heart  was  the  prompter  of  every 
thought,  word,  and  deed,  which  so  worthily  adorned 
this  modest  child  of  Christ.  It  modified  all  his  life. 
In  social,  family,  and  business  relations  it  gave  gen- 
tleness and  kindness,  and  a  sterling  love  of  right  for 
right's  sake,  and  made  him  the  steadfast  foe  of  every- 
thing tending  to  draw  men  downward.  Consequently 
we  find  him  an  active  member  of  the  first  temperance 
society  (the  Washingtonians)  organized  in  this  sec- 
tion, and  equally  as  strong  and  pronounced  was  he 
against  the  monster  evil  of  slavery.  He  was  uni- 
versally esteemed  for  his  many  good  qualities,  and 
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none  were  more  sincerely   mourned  at  hia   death, 
which  occurred  Dec.  22,  1S60. 

WlLLIAW  IIeNKY  QlFFORD,  8011  o(  Willlitm  uiid 
Deborah  (Freelove)  GifTord,  wa«  born  Jan,  19,  1637, 
in  Westport,  Mitss.,  not  njuch  more  than  forty  rudii 
from  hifl  prwent  reaideoce.  He  IikiI  uuniiiiou  Dcliool 
education:  became  a  farmer;  iiilierlttfO  liiit  rnthur'ii 
real  estate  of  about  aeveiily  ucrea,  to  wbicji  by  liiit 
industry,  economy,  and  thrift  ho  hait  added  largely, 
owning  now  about  seven  hundred  nuree  of  land  in 
this  vicinity,  be»ide  real  entate  iii  Fall  Itiver.  He 
has  been  a  worker.  Prom  early  mora  till  lat«  at 
Dight  he  has  wrought  diligently,  and  has  never  eaten 
the  bread  of  idleneaa.  He  has  invariably  sided  with 
the  political  and  moral  forces  which  promised  the 
elevation  of  the  lower  ulaEoes  and  the  henetit  of 
humanity.  Never  caring  for  nor  accepting  office, 
he  has  done  good  service  in  the  Republican  party, 
aud  in  the  old  Washinglonian  Temperance  Society 
was  one  of  the  moat  efficient  laboren,  and  secretary 
of  the  society  in  hiii  neighborhood  for  yeara.  To 
these  principlea  he  still  tenaciously  adheres.  Al- 
though he  could  realize  larger  rents  for  various  prop- 
erties of  his  in  Fall  River  if  he  would  allow  liquor 
to  be  Hold  on  the  premises,  he  was  true  to  his  princi- 
ples, refusing  to  let  to  such  parties,  even  if  they  re- 
mained vacant.  He  was  at  one  time  aomewhal  inter- 
ested in  whaling,  owning  three-fourths  of  a  whaler ; 
but  it  did  not  prove  proRtable,  and  he  sold  out  in 
1881.  He  haa  been  stockholder  and  director  of  the 
Barnard  Manufacturing  Company,  of  Fall  River, 
from  ita  organieation.  Ue  married  Ruth  L.,  daugh- 
ter of  David  and  Zilpha  (Devoll)  Brownell,  of  Weal- 
port.  AAer  a  short  wedded  life  ahe  died,  leaving  her 
infant  daughter  and  namesake,  RutU  Louisa,  to  fol- 
low her  to  the  grave  in  three  short  months.  Although 
these  deaths  occurred  twenty-flve  years  ago,  Mr.  Qif- 
ford  has  remained  true  to  hia  first  love  and  never  again 
married.  He  is  to-day  one  of  the  wealthy  and  pro- 
gressive citizens  of  his  town. 


CAPT.  BENJAMIN   QIFFOHD. 

Capt.  Benjamin  Oiflbrd,  eon  of  Humphrey  and 
Fhebe  (Davia)  Gilford,  was  born  in  Westport,  Maaa., 
July  11,  1824.  He  commenced  coasUug  voyages 
with  hia  father  when  but  seven  years  old,  so  hud  but 
little  advantages  for  education  except  that  given  by 
personal  application  on  board  of  ship,  whure  he  was 
a  diligent  student.  He  sailed  on  his  liral  whaling 
voyage  on  his  fifteenth  birthday  in  bark  "  Hope,"  his 
uncle,  Cnpt.  Gideon  Davis,  being  master.  He  re- 
turned in  November,  1840.  He  then  made  three 
voyages  in  brig  "  Mexico,"  and  two  in  "  Dr.  Frank- 
lin." The  last  one  he  commanded  the  vessel,  rising 
to  his  position  of  maater  by  steady  promotion.  The 
wages  of  his  Urst  four  voyages  were  taken  by  hia 
father,  for  he  was  under  age.  He  next  commanded 
the  bark  "  Marion,"  of  New  Bedford,  on  a  three  aud 


nne-half  years'  cruiae.  Hia  next  vesaol  wiia  the  batt 
"  Mattupoisett,"  of  Wcat|inrt,  and  the  nest,  in  whicb 
he  made  three  voyages,  was  the  bark  "  Preaiilent,"  of 
New  Bedford.  He  afterwards  went  three  voyaget  u 
captain  iu  the  vessels  "  Glacier,"  "  Spartan,"  and 
"Sunbeam,"  of  New  Bedfunl.  He  returned  from 
hia  last  voyage  Dec.  i,  1879,  haviug  acciinmlaCod 
()uile  u  property  hy  hia  services.  He  was  very  co«> 
acieiitiuus  in  alt  thing:),  ao  much  so  tUiit  an  aoquaint- 
nnce  remarked  onrc,  when  the  cuplain  woa  Ulkiug 
of  leaving  Ihe  sea  and  engaging  in  merchandising, 
"  Ho  never  would  make  a  living,  for  he  was  loo  hou- 
tit."  He  married,  Aug.  H,  1653,  Hannah  R.,  duiigli- 
ler  of  Stephen  and  Hannah  (Baker)  Allen,  an  c*ii- 
inable  aud  generous  lady  who  survives  him. 

Capt,  GifTord  was  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  at 
eucli  represented  Weiitj>ort  two  terms  iu  the  Slate 
Legislature,  He  died  April  16,  1661.  He  was  a  re 
murk  ably  genial  man,  knowing  no  diRVrence  in  hb 
intercourse  between  the  high  and  the  low,  the  rii^ 
and  the  poor,  and  won  the  love  and  confidence  of 
all.  He  was  generous  to  a  fault,  and  never  refused 
to  nasiat  any  benevolent  object.  He  was  dignified  ia 
ap]>earanL-e,  but  witli  a  cheerful  courteousntvs  ho  was 
a  pleatumt  companion,  with  many  a  repartee  and 
ready  joke.  He  was  of  nervous  temperanieiii,  and 
rarely  aat  down  an  hour  in  his  bouse,  bat  waa  busy 
in  something  he  wished  to  do.  Ue  was  a  Octdui 
Christian,  belonging  to  the  Friends'  Society.  When 
stricken  down  by  paralysis,  and  forced  to  leave  all 
active  labor  by  being  deprived  partially  of  the  use 
of  his  right  aide,  he  never  murmured,  but  with  ulicer- 
ful  content  accepted  the  condition  with  the  reiuark, 
"It  is  all  right;  I  have  already  had  my  share  of 
good  health,"  and  during  oue  long  year  of  invalid 
and  suffering  life  he  retained  the  same  cbecrfulncH, 
filling  the  hearts  of  all  who  were  near  him  with  sua- 
ahiue,  and  wlien  he  died  a  host  of  friends  mourned. 
and  letters  of  condolence  came  to  his  widow  from  all 
quarters  of  the  globe.  The  Neie  Bc^furd  Mtrrnni, 
April  IU,  1681,  contuiued  this  short  tribute  to  his 
memory ;  "  Uapt,  Benjamin  Gilford,  of  Weatpori 
I'oint,  died  of  paralyaia  yesterday  morning,  aged 
fifty-six.  He  niadu  tjuite  a  nunibur  of  va/nges  suc- 
cessfully iu  whaling,  his  lust  one  being  in  the  '  Sun- 
beam,' (if  this  city.  He  was  not  a  great  man ;  he  was 
mure  than  that,  he  was  a  ijoad  man.  Honest  and 
straightforward  in  hia  transactions,  and  <>f  pleasant 
disposition,  he  won  the  respect  of  all  who  knew  biui. 
He  was  a  atning  advocate  of  teinpcraiiuc  and  a 
Friend,  He  was'a  member  of  the  House  of  Itepre- 
ecnUitivea  of  Massachusetts,  1677-76." 


(.'lIRISTOfHEH    BORDEN. 

OiiiimTOPtiKitBoiiDEN,  son  of  Abraham  and  Fhebe 

iBurkerj  Borden,  was  born  Oct.  2U,  1816.  on  the  laiuU 
possessed  by  four  or  five  generations  of  his  ance»toia 
ijt  Tiverton,  R.  J.,  now  Weatfiort,  Mass.    (Fof  aaoea- 
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tral  history  of  Hnnlcii  family  Rce  biography  of  Cook 
JUtrdoii,  Fall  River.)  The  lino  of  cleHcenl  to  Chris- 
topher  from  Ritrhani,  the  emigrant,  is  Richard*,  John^ 
RiehnnP,  TIioiiijik^  I'hriHtophcr*,  Jonathan",  Ahra- 
ham\  ChriMtophcr^.  Thomafl  Ikirdcn  (fourth  genera- 
tion) pave  the  Cranberry  Neck  property  with  other 
woodlandH  to  hifl  Bon  Christopher,  who  became  a 
farmer  there,  and  probably  built  the  firnt  saw-mill  on 
the  site  where  stands  the  mill  of  his  descendant 
Christopher,  lie  was  a  man  of  respectability  and  sub- 
Mtnnce,  owning  much  land  and  many  slaves,  married 
JIannnh,  danghter  of  Stephen  and  Tenelope  Horden, 
J)c(*.  24,  1748,  niid  died  suddenly,  an  old  man.  His 
Hfiii  Jonathan,  born  May  5,  17G1,  married  Eli7.abeth 
J^twcii,  and  had  JIannah,  Ahraham,  Phebe,  Thomas, 
Rluxln,  Isaac,  and  Klizabeth.  ]Ie  was  a  farmer  and 
mill-owner,  held  .some  oflTices,  and  was  social,  honest, 
ft tniight forward,  and  always  full  of  business,  which  he 
uniformly  conducted  to  a  successful  issue.  He  died 
May  19,  1848.  Abraham  was  born  near  the  present 
residence  of  Christopher,  July  20,  1792,  and  always 
lived  on  the  fnrm  where  he  commenced  housekeeping. 
He  was  a  man  of  quiet  and  undemonstrative  nature, 
yet  strongly  fixed  in  liis  opinions.  He  never  cared 
for  oflTice,  but  steadily  kept  the  even  tenor  of  his  way, 
undisturbed  by  political  turmoil.  !)y  purchase  and 
by  Irgary  he  received  from  his  father  two  hundred 
and  seventy  acres  of  land.  He  was  engaged  in  lum- 
bering in  addition  to  farming.  He  married  Phebe, 
daughter  of  Lemuel  and  Maria  (Tripp)  Barker,  of 
Dartmouth,  and  had  three  children, — Chritiopher, 
Rhoda  (Mrs.  Abie!  Davis),  and  Maria  R.,  who  died 
one  year  after  her  marriage  to  Capt.  Weston  Jenney. 
Mrs.  Borden  was  a  Friend,  and  Mr.  Borden  attended 
their  meetings  regularly,  although  not  a  member  of 
tlie  society.    He  died  Oct.  28,  1864. 

Christopher  Borden  (eighth  generation)  was  edu- 
cated at  common  schools  and  the  Friends'  school  at 
Providence,  R.  I.  He  remained  with  his  father  after 
returning  from  school,  and  became  associated  with 
and  finally  succeeded  him  in  charge  of  the  farm  and 
lumbering  interests,  which  latter  has  been  somewhat 
extensive  in  the  departments  of  cedar  and  shingles, 
lie  married  Lucy  H.,  daughter  of  Peter  and  Sarah 
S.  (I lowland)  Davis,  Feb.  11,  1839.  She  was  a  native 
<»f  Westport,  Mass.,  and  born  Feb.  11,  1818.  They 
have  had  six  children, — Jonathan,  married  Mary  M. 
(Sncll)  Estes,  has  seven  children,  and  lives  on  the 
old  homestead;  Alice  A.,  married  George  H.  Hicks, 
lias  five  children,  and  lives  in  Fall  River;  Mary  E., 
married  Isaac  W.  Howland,  of  Little  Compton,  R.  I., 
and  has  one  child;  Othniel  T.,  a  youth  of  bright 
promise,  who  was  accidentally  and  fatally  shot  in 
ills  twentieth  year,  Jan.  22,  1866 ;  Eklwin,  married 
Mary  E.  Young,  has  five  children,  and  lives  near  his 
parents ;  Phebe  S.,  married  Arthur  D.  Cornell,  has 
two  children,  and  lives  in  Fall  River. 

The  home  of  Mr.  Borden  has  always  been  on  the 
homestead  of  his  forefathers.    By  the  fluctuation  of 


boundary  lines  it  has  been  in  two  States  and  three 
towns,— Tiverton,  R.  L,  Fall  River,  R.  I.,  and  West- 
port,  Mass. 

Mr.  IVorden  has  been  much  in  public  service.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Town  Council  of  Tiverton,  has 
been  selectman  of  Wostport  year  afler  year,  has  been 
on  auditing  committee  for  several  years,  and  has  also 
held  minor  offices.  He  has  been  called  upon  to  ad- 
minister on  many  estates,  and  in  all  his  range  of 
official  duties  and  trusts  he  has  ever  acted  with  strict 
integrity,  directness  of  purpose,  and  rapidity  of  exe- 
cution. He  is  a  pleasant,  kindly  gentleman,  whose 
many  good  qualities  attract  numerous  friends.  Whig 
and  Republican  in  politics,  ho  has 'never  swerved 
from  support  of  those  principles.  He  has  been  pros- 
perous in  business,  has  been  a  farmer,  and,  with  his 
sons,  has  done  much  in  lumbering.  He  now  leaves 
the  principal  part  of  the  labor  on  younger  shoulders, 
and  looks  merely  af^er  the  investments  whicb  from 
time  to  time  he  has  made.  He  is  a  stockholder  in 
Metacomet,  Pocasset,  and  Union  Banks,  Fall  River, 
and  Commercial  Bank,  New  Bedford.  He  is  also  a 
stockholder  in  the  Flint,  Barnard,  and  Weetamoe 
Mills,  Fall  River,  and  is  interested  in  and  a  director 
of  the  Fall  River  Manufacturing  Company.  He  is 
held  in  high  esteem  by  his  fellow-townsmen  and 
entire  circle  of  acquaintance,  and  is  justly  considered 
one  of  Westport's  leading  citizens. 


LEONARD  MACOMDBR. 

Leonard  Macomber,  son  of  John  and  Mary  (Slade) 
Macomber,  was  born  in  Westport,  Mass.,  Feb.  8, 1818. 
He  comes  on  both  sides  from  early  settlers  of  this  sec- 
tion, who  have  given  to  their  descendants  not  only 
good  estates  but  honorable  records.  His  grandfather, 
Nathaniel  Macomber,  was  a  native  of  Westport  (then 
Dartmouth),  and  was  a  farmer  and  nurseryman.  He 
married  Susanna  Macomber,  and  had  a  large  family 
of  children,  and  bequeathed  his  farm  and  nursery  to 
his  son  John,  who  for  many  years  carried  on  the  same 
business  as  his  father.  John  married  Mary  Slade,  of 
the  old  Swansea  (Somerset)  family.  (See  biographies 
of  William  L.  and  Jonatlian  Slade,  in  history  of  Som- 
erset, in  this  volume.)  They  had  eight  children,  of 
whom  Leonard  was  the  fourth.  Leonard  had  com- 
mon school  education,  and  attended  the  Friends' 
school  at  Providence,  R.  I.  He  married  Esther  A., 
daughter  of  Joshua  and  Diana  (Manchester)  Austin, 
of  Little  Compton,  R.  L  They  had  three  children, 
Elizabeths.,  John  A., and  Hannah  D.  (married  George 
E.  Tripp,  and  has  two  children). 

Leonard  lived  on  a  farm  adjoining  the  homestead 
of  his  father,  and  never  changed  his  residence.  Like 
his  father  and  grandfather,  he  enjoyed  a  high  degree 
of  public  confidence,  which  has  been  in  each  genera- 
tion justly  deserved.  He  was  a  pleasant  neighbor, 
plain  and  straightforward  in  business,  and  a  good 
citizen.    He  was  of  irreproachable  character,  kind- 
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Learted  sni]  guneroua,  uod  a  frJeDil  to  tbe  Jioor.  In 
sll  Ilia  public  and  |>rivBte  traiisacliuiis  he  fnuiiirested 
■ouuil  Judgineot,  Nlrict  integrity  and  nbilitjr,  and  hin 
iin oaten laiio us  deuieaoor  won  bini  many  friends. 

Be  waa  ttrictly  tempomtfl  in  all  thing*,  and  gnve 
hisiiitiuenceand  support  to  all  measures  wtiich  tended 
to  promote  tbe  intelligence  and  welTare  of  hia  fellow- 
Gttiu^ns.  Altliougb  not  aspiring  lo  political  promi- 
nence, yet  tbe  people  of  Weatpart,  in  tlieir  confidence 
3n  bin  integrity,  Tor  quil«  a  number  of  years  intrnated 
to  his  care  the  trenaury  of  the  town,  lo  the  universal 
Batiofactiou  of  all.  He  waa  iilno  tax  ciillector  wvcrul 
years,  and  Ivan  often  called  to  admiuiater  on  eatutea. 
In  theae  onerous  and  coinplicatnl  duties  he  waa  uni- 
formlysuccessfnl  in  harmoniously  adjusting  whatever 
eecmed  in  disorder,  and  hia  clear  judgment  and  wise 
counaels  were  often  asked  for  others.  Ue  was  a  birth- 
right member  of  tbe  Society  of  Friends,  and  liis  life 
was  an  example  of  their  (leaceful  creed.  He  ditnl 
Jan.  31,  1873. 

Mrs.  Macomber  waa  horn  Feb.  23, 1819,  and  is  now 
residing  at  Central  village, aurrounded  by  her  children 
and  grandchildren,  und  poisaing  a  kindly  and  cheerful 
old  uge. 

John  A.  Macomber  (2d),s.jn  of  Leonard  and  Diiuia 
Slaconiber,  married  Esther  A.,  daughter  of  Stephen 
and  Ann  D.  Allen,  and  has  two  children.  He  Is  at 
the  proocnt  writing  town  clerk  of  Weetport,  and  ia 
su  honored  and  uaeful  citizen  of  his  native  town. 


E£RA    P.  UKOWNKLL, 

Ezra  r.  Ilrownell,  son  of  Jireah  and  Sarah  (Kirby) 
Drownell,  was  born  in  Wcsljiort,  Mass.,  Aug.  10. 
181<J.  UIh  paternal  grandparents  were  Benjnmin  and 
Abigail  (Milk)  Brownell.  His  early  education  was 
aoinired  at  common  schools,  which  he  supplemented 
l)y  two  terms  ut  Pierce  Academy,  Middleborough,  Mass. 
This  he  accomplished  hy  ttiLching  in  the  winter,  und 
using  the  funds  thus  acr|uirud  in  attending  tlie  sum- 
mer sessions  of  the  ucudeuiy.  Uis  early  life  was  in 
no  respect  one  of  ease  or  wealth,  but  a  constant 
struggle  with  adverse  circumstances  to  attain  u  sut- 
isfactory  position  in  society.  He  won  inibuud  with 
It  desire  to  benefit  his  fellow-men,  und  every  uciioo 
of  his  kind  and  philanthropic  nature  had  some  aim 
of  this  nature  in  view.  His  desire  to  aid  in  relieving 
the  Huflerlngs  and  misfortunes  of  others  fur  exceeded 
liis  wish  fur  wealth  or  personal  gratification,  ae  many 
living  can  testify.  Hia  aon  states  that  many  are  the 
instances  where  stmngcrs  have  met  him  by  chance, 
«nd,  ascertaining  that  he  was  Ihu  son  of  I'^ru  i'. 
Brownell,  have  with  great  emotion  recalled  some  net 
of  his  which  had  materially  assisted  them  in  some  of 
the  difficult  places  in  tlieir  pathway. 

Mr.  Brownell  served  faithfully  in  every  station  of 
public  trust, — as  school  committee  nineteen  years 
(18^ft  to  I860),  auditing  committee,  selectman  ten 
yeara,  chairman  of  the  board  seven  years,  member 


of  the  l^wur  House  of  the  State  Ix-gisloture  uiiio 
yeara  UHIiT  to  18(i0),  Bttito  senator  in  ISIil.  He  ws* 
Appointed  county  commlsaiuner  in  I8d5,  and  served 
three  years.  As  a  moniber  of  tbe  Licgislature,  be  •'un 
the  re*|)ecl  and  confidence  of  all  his  aaaocintes,  and 
by  force  of  his  inU-grity  exerted  a  marked  iufluencc. 
He  waa  modest  and  unostentatious,  rarely  addressing 
the  House,  never  taking  the  Hoor  exce[>t  when  im- 
pelled by  duty,  and  then  speaking  with  a  simplicity 
and  directness  which  gained  attention.  Rarely  ali- 
sent  from  his  seat,  he  entered  into  tlie  busjiiwfc  of  the 
uession  with  conscicn lions  diligence,  advotating  tboM 
measures  he  deemed  best  for  the  public  guoit,  sud 
Momelimes  carrying  them  to  aaucccssful  ioauc  ulmnsl 
wholly  by  his  personal  eflurls. 

His  love  for  hia  country  and  ila  free  inslilutians 
caused  him  to  take  a  deep  interest  in  aiding  the  gur> 
ernment  in  its  efTorla  U>  auppress  the  K«-belliun.  aatl 
in  the  cnt>aoity  of  recruiting  olliccr  he  was  ou«  of  ili« 
■nistl  nclivu  in  thu  cause  of  Ihu  lliiiiui.  Tu  ihis  Ik 
gave  his  thouglil  und  lime  night  and  day.  Ue  advu- 
cated  good  pay  und  large  buunlius  fur  the  unliating 
soldiers,  guurautued  lliul  tlieir  familitM  ahould  be 
taken  vari!  of,  and  the  wi<lows  and  orphaiia  sui>purtai, 
und  his  promise  whs  by  liini  fulfilled  down  ti>  tlie 
day  of  his  death.  Hia  unliting  elforls,  patHulic  labors, 
and  rare  disuretioii  attracted  the  notice  uiiil  won  lbs 
lionrty  commendation  uf  Dovernor  Aiulraw.  Ha 
saved  the  town  from  dralt  by  placing  iti  service  tht 
Aill  quota  uf  men.  All  this  valuable  service  waa 
done  without  any  comjienaation. 

As  a  county  commissi  oner,  he  enjoyed  lite  implicit 
confidence  of  his  asaocialei,  wlio  bear  willing  testi- 
mony to  his  Boundjiesa  of  judgment,  his  |iutieiicu  in 
■nvi'sligiition,  bis  wise  cixmomy,  and  his  cnnsciL-nliuut 
lidelily  to  every  trust.  He  did  not  k3tcu|>u  ilolrucliuu, 
and  was  violently  assailed  atone  time  witb  tbe  charge 
that  bo  had  not  accounted  for  money  i>f  the  ivkb 
which  had  been  plucLsl  in  hia  hamU.  IHs  vindics- 
tion  wus  complete,  however,  and  the  itusiiult  ouly 
served  to  strungllien  him  in  the  regards  uC  his  tuwus- 
inen,  who  answered  the  charges  by  re-electing  hia 
the  same  year  lu  the  I^-gishituru,  casling  fur  bint  fimr 
bundrmi  anil  seven  volua,  the  lurguit  mimlHV  ctdT 
given  any  one  in  tlie  town.  He  died  t^pi.  li,  1870, 
from  shock  arising  from  amputation  of  his  lull  lug, 
rendered  necessary  by  a  cancer  from  whicli  he  had 
sult'ered  seventeen  years.  He  was  a  Universallst  in 
religion,  und  no  stronger  proof  was  needed  of  tbe 
strong  hold  he  had  upon  all  clasMS  than  to  witn^ 
the  unanimity  with  which  his  townsjieojde  of  uli 
|>iirlius  and  cruwls  allenduil  his  runenil  scrvicus,  wliii'h, 
Ihrungh  Ihe  kindnees  of  the  Society  of  friends,  wu 
beld  in  Ibeir  meeting-house,  and  which  a  bereaved 
Ity  filled  with  mourners,  wlio  seemed  to  cou- 
deulh  not  only  a  jiersonal  beroavement  but 
culuniily. 
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B.  p.  TRIPP, 
nenjamin  Franklin  Tripp,  son  of  John  and  Beer- 
nhoba  (Potter)  Tripp,  was  born  in  Wostport,  Mass., 
March  28,  1804.  He  is  of  English  ancestry.  The 
name  was  early  connected  with  Dartmouth,  Joseph 
and  James  Tripp  being  among  those  who  were  named 
as  proprietors  in  the  confirmatory  deed  of  William 
Bradford,  Nov.  18,  1694.  The  descendants  of  these 
pioneer  settlers  are  very  numerous,  and  are  mostly 
worthy  scions  of  the  sturdy  stock  from  which  they 
sprung.  John  Tripp,  the  grandfather  of  Benjamin 
F.,  was  born  in  1727,  in  that  part  of  Dartmouth  now 
Westport;  was  a  farmer  on  a  few  acres,  a  diligent, 
thoughtful,  industrious  man,  of  deep  religious  princi- 
ples, which  were  perhaps  too  exaggerated.  He  was 
a  follower  of  Anna  Wilkinson,  and,  it  is  said,  so  in- 
jured his  health  by  trying  to  fast  forty  days  as  to  fall 
a  victim  to  measles,  in  consequence  thereof,  in  his 
sixty- fourth  year,  dying  in  1791.  He  married  Penel- 
ope Brightman,  and  had  five  children, — Pliebe«  Mary, 
Thankful,  Peace,  and  John,  His  farm  of  about  forty 
acres  was  located  a  short  distance  north  of  Central 
village,  near  the  cemetery  where  he  and  his  wife  lie 
buried.  John,  his  son,  bom  July  8, 1761,  was  a  far- 
mer, of  an  exceedingly  ingenious  mechanical  turn  of 
mind.  He  was  a  much  better  educated  man  than 
most  of  his  townsmen,  was  a  great  reader,  particularly 
of  history,  and,  in  connection  with  farming,  used  to 
make  the  wooden  plows  then  so  much  in  use.  Ho 
married,  in  April,  1786,  Ik^ersheba,  youngest  daughter 
of  Stokes  and  Phebe  (Spooner)  Potter.  They  had 
eight  children  attaining  maturity, — Amy,  Penelope, 
Cynthia  (married  Christopher  Weston),  Carmi,  Ma- 
rina (married  Hilliard  Gifford),  Wilkeson,  Anna 
(married  William  Potter),  and  Benjamin  F.  All  of 
these  are  dead  but  Marina  and  Benjamin  F. 

Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tripp  were  independent  in  re- 
ligious thought;  were  members  of  no  church  organi- 
zation, although  regular  attendants  at  the  Friends' 
meeting-house.  Mr.  Tripp  had  imperfect  vision  in 
one  eye,  and  was  slightly  lame  from  birth.  These 
freed  him  from  military  duty.  He  brought  up  a  large 
family  well,  did  not,  although  a  hard-working,  indus- 
trious man,  accumulato  much  property.  He  was  a 
Whig  in  politics,  but  avoided  office.  His  oldest  son 
lived  with  him  in  his  latter  years  on  his  small  farm, 
where  he  died  June  30, 1851,  very  nearly  ninety  years 
old.  His  wife,  born  in  Westport,  Feb.  6,  1766,  was 
youngest  daughter  of  a  large  family.  Her  father, 
Stokes  Potter,  was  a  shoemaker,  and  died  about  1809. 
Mrs.  Tripp  die<l  in  1854. 

B.  F.  Tripp  had  only  the  very  meagre  opportunities 
of  book  education  afforded  by  a  few  weeks'  attendance 
each  winter,  from  the  time  he  was  nine  until  he  was 
fifteen,  at  the  country  schools  of  that  period.  Robust 
in  health,  he  was  fond  of  work,  and  aided  his  father 
in  his  farnr-work,  the  older  brothers  being  away  at 
work  for  themselves,  lie  remained  at  home  until  he 
was  of  age,  when  h^  engaged  one  season  during  hay- 


ing to  mow  for  a  farmer  in  Little  Compton,  R.  I. 
The  next  year  he  worked  eight  months  for  John  Ma- 
comber,  near  Central  village,  on  the  farm  and  in  the 
nursery.  For  nine  consecutive  seasons  he  was  thus 
employed.  Ho  passed  the  winters  at  his  father's, 
chopping  cord-wood.  He  married,  Dec.  11,  1834, 
Patience,  daughter  of  Richard  and  Rebecca  (Cook) 
Giflbrd,  who  was  born  June  2,  1806,  in  Westport. 
Her  line  of  ancestors  on  her  father's  side  is  (1)  Chris- 
topher, (2)  William,  (3)  Richard,  (4)  Rebecca,  (5)  Pa- 
tience. William,  son  of  Christopher,  was  a  man  of 
consideration  and  inn-keeper  at  Hicks'  Bridge,  which 
he  owned  and  maintained  as  a  toll-bridge.  He  mar- 
ried Patience  Russell,  and  lived  to  be  old.  Of  his 
children,  Richard  lived  just  south  of  Westport  Centre^ 
married  Rebecca,  daughter  of  Pardon  Cook,  of  Tiver- 
ton, R.  I.  He  had  five  children,  of  whom  Mrs.  Tripp 
was  youngest. 

The  children  of  B.  F.  and  Patience  Tripp  are  Re- 
becca Cook,  born  Dec  9, 1885 ;  Phebe  Dwelly,  Sept. 
19,  1837;  Edwin  Irving,  Nov.  26,  1888;  Mary  Almy, 
June  16,  1840;  Cook  Gifford,  Feb.  16,  1844;  and 
John  Richard,  May  24,  1850.  Rebecca  married 
Barney  Gifford,  lives  in  Adamsviile,  R.  I.,  and  has 
four  children, — Ella  V.,  Emma  C,  Frederick  B.,  and 
Lena  G.  Mary  married  Charles  H.  Brownell,  lives 
in  New  Bedford,  and  has  two  children, — Elma  W. 
and  Ulysses  G.  Cook  G.  married  Ellen  M.  Snell, 
and  has  two  children, — Anna  K.  and  Benjamin  F. 
Edwin  I.  married  Mary  E.  Brownell,  no  children. 
John  R.  married  Mary  E.  Mosher,  lives  on  his  father's 
place,  and  has  four  children, — Florence  D.,  Clara  P., 
Eddie  I.,  and  Lottie  E. 

Mr.  Tripp  began  housekeeping  the  summer  after 
marriage,  moving  to  the  house  he  now  occupies, 
which  he  has  changed  and  repaired  and  completely 
altered.  From  a  date  found  on  the  planking  the 
house  was  evidently  built  in  1727,  and  it  was  occu- 
pied, if  not  erected,  by  Capt  Philip  Taber,  an  officer 
of  the  Revolution.  Mrs.  Tripp  died  Jan.  23,  1878, 
aged  seventy-one.  She  was  an  estimable  woman, 
ruled  well  her  household,  and  is  honored  by  her  de- 
scendants. Mr.  Tripp  has  been  highway  surveyor 
many  years,  and  was  one  of  the  committee  of  public 
landing  for  twenty-five  years.  He  has  never  sought, 
but  rather  avoided  office  of  importance,  but  has 
merited  and  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  both  political 
parties,  so  as  to  receive  the  full  suffrages  of  the  town 
when  he  was  a  candidate.  He  has  been  a  great 
reader  and  thinker,  and  an  inflexibly  honest  man. 
He  has  a  very  accurate  and  strong  memory,  and  a 
wonderful  fund  of  knowledge,  which  he  takes  pleas- 
ure in  giving  to  others.  He  is  an  amiable,  pleasant, 
warm-hearted  gentleman,  with  very  many  friends. 
He  is  independent  in  politics,  and  thoroughly  inde- 
pendent also  in  religious  thought,  with  strong  ten- 
dency to  Universalism.  He  has  been  a  hard-working 
man  all  his  life,  but  has  husbanded  his  strength  and 
health,  and  never  had  to  call  a  physician  but  twic 
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in  III*  liTo,  He  Uni  built  u  greiiL  doiil  of  atunc  wall, 
and  has  utoned  about  one  hundred  cellnn.  lie  Una 
been  proaperous  linHnclBll;,  owns  seventy-fisa  acre* 
of  good  land,  and  lius  &  cotnpetenc)'  to  supply  nit 
WAiita  at  hii  declining  fv^n.  hlea  with  ■  cliaerAtl 
dlBposiliun,  aurrounded  by  afleclionate  descendHnia, 
and  the  regards  of  all  wlio  know  hlin,  Mr.  Tripp  is 
poHaing  with  liun»r  to  llio  cIobo  of  uu  iiutivo  aud 
ueeful  lifu. 

SAMUEL   T.  SANlfOMD, 

Samuel  Tripp  Sanford,  aon  of  Oapt.  TlinmM  San- 
ford  and  Cbsrity  D,  Capron,  his  wife,  waa  bom  in 
Troy.now  Fall  River,  Ma».,  May  2, 1825.  Uia  father 
was  born  in  Weatpurt,  Jan.  15, 1772,  and  from  a  ci)m- 
mon  aailor  roae  to  be  maaler  before  he  wan  twenty- 
one.  He  cnmmandei]  vesaclet  many  yeara,  moatly  on 
trading  voyages  tt)  South  America.  At  one  time  tie 
iuveaicd  all  hia  property  In  u  large  brig  and  cargo, 
which  waa  almost  entirely  owueil  by  himself.  She 
was  lost,  and  Capt.  Sanford  lost  everything,  not  even 
aaving  a  suit  of  clnthes.  There  waa  no  innurunue  on 
either  vessel  or  cargo,  and  the  labors  of  years  were 
swept  away.  Of  strong  mind  and  physique,  be  went 
to  work  with  a  will,  and  soon  more  than  made  good 
his  loss.  He  married  Charity  Davia  Capron,  Oct.  2, 
1797.  She  waa  born  in  Freetown.  Aug.  18,  1780. 
They  had  nineteen  children,  aeventeea  of  whom  lived 
to  maturity.  They  were  Uaniiah  W.,  married  John 
Bowcoek ;  Ruth  Gilford,  married  John  Lindsay ; 
John  C,  Thoinaa,  Edwin,  Rboda,  Samuel  R.,  David, 
Hope,  Almanza,  Brunette,  married  Qeorge  W.  Chase; 
Euimeliue,  married  Lloyd  N.  Pierce;  Caroline,  mar- 
ried David  A.  Mason  ;  Hope  Ann,  Amanda  B,,  Mel- 
vina  F.,  married  John  H.  Wady  ;  Newton  F.,  adopted, 
and  Samuel  Tripp.  Capt.  Sanford  built,  in  1798,  the 
largest  bouse  in  Troy,  now  Pall  River,  and  be 
shrewdly  predicted  that  Uie  water-power  here  would 
build  up  u  large  city,  being  one  of  llie  very  few  who 
were  clear-sighted  enough  to  see  this.  He  was  a 
positive  man,  of  much  originality  uf  thought.  He 
was  skeptical  in  religion,  and  bia  opposition  lo  the 
creeds  of  the  clmrches  tended  to  injure  bim  finan- 
cially. He  was  a  good  logician  and  well  read  in  the 
Bible.  He  condenaed  his  religion  into  Ibis  nutshell: 
"Give  aiiteen  ounces  to  the  pound,  keep  your  pigs 
and  chickens  out  of  your  neighbors'  yards,  help  your 
neighbors  when  in  need  without  telling  everybody 
you  meet  about  it."  He  died  Jan.  2,  1847,  aged 
seventy-four.  His  wife  died  Oct.  24,  1871,  aged 
ninety-one.  While  in  South  America  he  purchased 
a  very  valuable  recipe  for  preparing  a  blood-puriiiur, 
and  under  the  name  of  "Sanford'a  Ureal  Spanish 
Remedy,"  it  won  aucecas  in  this  country,  and  caused 
him  and  (alter  his  death)  his  son  Samuel  to  devote 
much  time  to  ita  mnnuraclure. 

Samuel  T.  Sanford,  from  eurly  boyhood,  maMifustod 
a  great  inventive  geniua.  He  waa  always  auggcating 
KD  eaaier  way  of  performing  work  or  of  lightening 


Ixmselmid  lal»>r.  He  had  u  very  activo  liruiii,  which,  • 
joined  to  a  nut  very  vlgttfous  body,  inad«  lila  health 
always  delicate.  He  interned  several  vuluuble  ma- 
chinmnnd  improvomcnls,  among  whicb  waa  a  ma- 
chine for  punching  copper  (for  which  b«  reoriv«d 
five  tliousaud  dotlari),  a  self-opening  and  cloaiog 
gate,  a  shlngle-cutliug  machiue,  au  applv'parur,  a 
uboc-faKloner,  and  an  nacilbitiitg  Walur- meter,  whirii 
lie  patented  in  April,  187il,  only  about  h  uiuulli 
beforo  Ilia  death.  IJo  married,  Sej't.  10,  1858,  Suun, 
daughter  of  lleeeom  and  HenrietU  (Saufunl)  Itordeii. 
She  waa  born  at  Westport,  Mass.,  Sept.  10,  1837,  and 
studied  inedieino  two  yciin  ill  the  Women's  Medical 
College  of  Philadelphia,  llor  family  {the  Burdena) 
tun  trace  ita  unecstry  fur  uhout  one  thuuanui]  ywtn 
bock  llirougb  KnglunJ  and  the  Normaii  imiihiuoI  Io 
Iho  village  of  Buurdcnnay,  Franco,  where  for  ceo- 
lurivH  they  were  landed  jiroprietoni.  She  bt  dcM-enileJ  | 
from  Uiolianj  Jhirden,  wliu  uaniu  to  Aiiioricu  in  lt>3&  1 
(Bee  blugrupliy  of  Cook  Ilordeu,  Full  lUvor,  »■.« 
niiothur  lutge  of  this  work.)  This  union  wua  lihsanlB 
with  four  ehilOren,— llorileiia;  Chnrilttt  T»,  iMta  ^ 
April  le,  1863;  Threlia  !>.,  Marcli  lH,  1871 ;  and  Sam- 
uel N.  F.,  Aug.  2,  1872.  Mr.  Sanford  begun  hoiiM- 
keeping  in  the  same  houae  where  bia  muUi«r  reaideil 
in  Fall  River  immediately  upon  bia  inarritt)^.  The' 
linuse  is  atill  sbtnding,  yellow  in  culor,  on  Uie  corner 
of  Bedford  and  (Quarry  Htreela,  on  the  aaniu  lot  oa  the 
SuH'urd  Mills.  Here  their  oldeat  cliild,  llonlonu,  wu 
l>orn,  Oct.  28.  1869. 

Mrs. Sanford  having  inherited  a  large  landed  prop- 
erty of  alruut  one  thousand  acres  from  her  father  (■ 
portion  of  the  jiurchose  made  by  her  niicestota  ovct 
two  hundred  yi'urv  ago),  they  removed  In  WestiMiri, 
both  ta  look  alter  het  property  and  for  Mr.  Sanfurd't 
health,  wbicli  became  very  poor.  Here  tliey  lived 
about  ten  year*,  Mr.  Sanford  following  a^riuulture  ia 
connection  with  hia  inventive  endeavora.  Here  abu 
were  horn  thu  other  chihlreii.  Deeming  tliuir  chit- 
(Iren  worthy  of  bettor  education  than  Wesl^Mirt  eouU 
give  them,  in  the  lull  of  1U71I  Llioy  reniuveil  to  Nor- 
ton, and  for  live  years  gave  their  children  the  advaii- 
tagi-s  of  the  celebrateil  Wheaton  Seminary.  Thvy 
tticn  removed  to  ilie  present  residence  of  Mni.  San- 
ford in  Pull  River,  which  has  since  been  the  famil; 
home,  and  where  he  died  May  8,  1879.  Mr.  Sunfunl 
was  B  hearty  supporter  of  everything  tending  to  ad- 
vance, educate,  or  elevate  humanity.  He  look  an 
active  part  in  agricultural  mutten,  and  was  a  cla«e 
investigator- into  tlie  origin  and  philoaopby  of  the 
operationa  of  nature,  ami  wanted  to  demonstrate  tin 
truth  of  every  theory,  not  by  the  word  of  some  indi- 
vidual, but  by  logic,  reason,  and  science.  He  was  of 
a  warm  and  aflectionato  nature,  fond  of  aoclety,  and 
with  a  large  fujid  of  vivacity,  was  the  guyaal  uf  the 
gay.  He  wus  a  devoted  husbund,  and  »ii  liidulgeat 
and  aflectionale  father.  Loyal  in  hia  frieiulship»,  the 
closer  lies  uf  the  family  relation  were  the  muni  (iruil/ 
attached  to  hu  nature,  which,  sympailiMic  »ad  lorint 
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drew  the  inspiration  for  his  studies  (which  were 
largely  at  night  after  his  family  had  retired)  from  the 
happy  countenances  of  his  wife  and  children.  He 
was  a  law-abiding  and  useful  citizen,  one  who  never 
souglit  office,  but  who  preferred  to  look  into  tlie  mys- 
teries of  nature  as  a  pleasurable  employment.  He 
studied  geology  and  chemistry  at  the  university  at 
Philadelphia  in  1857-^8,  and  collected  quite  ^  geo- 
logical cabinet.  He  was  a  good  chemist,  and  pos- 
sessed a  rare  fund  of  general  information,  which  he 
delighted  to  impart,  and  was  a  great  reader  of  solid 
and  scientific  works.  In  his  latter  days  he  was  an 
earnest  investigator  of  the  spiritual  philosophy. 


and  his  wife  were  birthright  members  of  the  Friends' 
Society.    He  was  emphatically  an  honest  man,  *'  the 
noblest  work  of  God." 


NATHAN  SLADB. 


Nathan  Slade,  son  of  Henry  and  Elizabeth  (Chace) 
Slade,  was  born  Jan.  20,  1803,  in  Somerset,  Mass. 
His  father,  Henry  Slade,  was  born  also  in  Somerset, 
Feb.  5,  1775,  and  was  son  of  Robert  (see  history  of 
Slade  family  in  town  of  Somerset,  in  this  volume). 
Henry  was  during  his  early  life  a  seafaring  man,  and 
became  a  master.  He  lived  in  Fall  River  after  retir- 
ing from  the  sea.  He  built  Slade's  wharf  in  that  city, 
and  was  in  the  grain  and  commission  business  there 
until  184*3.  Ho  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Na- 
than and  Lydia  (Anthony)  Chace,  of  Somerset,  Sept 

24,  1801.  She  was  born  June  8,  1780,  and  died  Jan. 
8, 1843.  Their  children  were  Nathan,  Henry  Buffum, 
and  Lydia  A.  (died  young).  Henry  Slade  died  Nov. 
28,  1863. 

Nathan  had  the  usual  education  given  at  common 
schools  of  that  early  day,  and  ^s  a  youth  went  to 
Wcstport  and  learned  the  trade  of  blacksmith! ng,  as 
they  called  it  at  that  time,  but  which  combined  with 
blacksmithing  both  that  of  machinist  and  the  making 
of  edge  tools,  axes,  hoes,  etc.  After  learning  his  trade 
he  established  himself  in  Fall  River  as  a  machinist, 
and  married  Oct.  27,  1824,  Phebe,  daughter  of  Isaac 
and  Ann  (Weeden)  Macomber.  She  was  born  in 
Westport,  Mass.,  Dec.  12. 1803.  The  young  couple 
began  housekeeping  in  Westport,  where  they  lived 
six  years.  Closing  his  business  in  Fall  River,  Mr. 
Slade  purchased  a  farm  near  Westport  Point  and  re- 
sided there,  and  was  a  farmer  until  his  death,  Nov. 
21,  1870.     He  had  two  children,  Edwin,  born  March 

25,  1826.  He  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Capt. 
Joseph  Swift,  of  Falmouth,  Mass.,  and  is  a  druggist 
in  Sliohoygan  County,  Wis.  Elizabeth  A.,  born  Jan. 
21,  1828,  mnrricd- April  20,  1882,  John  C.  Taylor,  of 
Belgrave,  Me.,  and  resides  in  Westport. 

Nathan  Slade  was  a  quiet,  retiring  man,  of  quick 
sensibilities,  and  great  love  of  home.  He  was  in 
accord  with  all  the  better  portion  of  the  community 
in  everything  tending  to  advance  or  improve  the  con- 
dition of  his  town,  but  never  sought  to  be  conspicu- 
ous in  any  matter,  and  never  desired  office.  He  was 
Whig  and  HepuhUcao  in  political  faith,  and  both  he 


ISRAEL  MACOMBER. 

The  name  Macomber  or  Macurober  is  variously 
spelled.  It  is  of  Gaelic  or  Highland  Scotch,  and  sig- 
nifies the  son  of  the  counselor  or  wise  man.  From 
records  we  find  that  two  brothers,  John  and  Wil- 
liam, came  in  1638  from  Inverness,  Scotland,  to 
America.  John  settled  in  Taunton ;  was  subject  to 
military  duty  in  1643;  was  a  land-owner,  and  in  1659 
was  permitted  to  build  a  saw-mill.  He  was  taxed 
seven  shillings  that  year  on  twenty-four  acres  and 
four  "  heads."  His  descendants  still  live  in  that  lo- 
cality. William,  the  ancestor  of  Israel  Macomber, 
settled  in  Duxbury,  Mass.,  in  1688,  and  afterwards 
removed  to  Marshfield,  and  about  1750  removed  to 
Dartmouth  and  resided  there,  and  in  Tiverton,  until 
after  1686.  He  was  an  energetic  man,  of  great  pru- 
dence and  force  of  character,  and  was  esteemed  for 
his  probity.  He  was  a  great  Biblical  student,  and  a 
strict  Puritan.  His  descendant,  Timothy  Macomber, 
(third  generation),  resided  near  the  Massachusetts 
and  Rhode  Island  line,  and  was  connected  with  both 
States.  He  was  a  farmer  and  a  useful  citizen.  We 
can  say  but  little  of  him  further  than  that  he  was 
married,  and  had  children,  one  of  whom  was  William 
(fourth  generation).  This  William  located  in  Dart- 
mouth ;  married  Sarah  Brownell ;  was  a  farmer  and 
shoemaker,  tanning  and  currying  his  own  leather. 
He  was  an  honest,  hard-working  man.  Both  he  and 
his  wife  lived  to  be  old,  she  attaining  more  than 
ninety  years.  He  had  ten  children, — William,  Gil- 
bert, Rogers,  Thurston,  John,  Simeon,  Margaret  (Mrs. 
John  Palmer),  Mary  (Mrs.  Nath  Potter),  Eliza- 
beth, and  Sarah.  William  (fifth  son)  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Westport,  Nov.  28, 1771,  and  married  Rachel 
Brightman,  who  was  born  March  17, 1778.  He  started 
in  life  poor  and  was  truly  a  self-made  roan.  In  those 
early  days  there  was  a  hard  struggle  with  the  hard 
climate  and  sterile  soil  of  New  England,  and  well  did 
William  Macomber  do  a  man's  work.  He  was  a  quiet, 
reserved,  and  unassuming  person,  never  seeking  office, 
but  devoting  his  energies  to  the  maintenance  of  his 
family.  He  was  a  Whig  in  politics,  and  a  worthy 
member  of  the  Methodist  Church.  He  died  April  15, 
1839.  Mrs.  Macomber  was  a  more  than  ordinary 
woman.  She  was  remarkable  for  her  active  and  vig- 
orous constitution  and  her  tenacious  and  active  mem- 
ory. She  took  great  interest  in  matters  of  history 
and  genealogical  details  of  her  own  and  other  fami- 
lies of  her  acquaintance.  She  was  much  consulted 
as  an  unerring  informant  for  facts  and  dates  in  these 
and  kindred  matters  in  her  later  years.  She  died  in 
1873,  aged  ninety-four  years  and  five  months.  She 
was  one  of  the  three  constituent  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Westport  Point,  and 
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remaiued  a  con  a  intent  and  earnest  member  during  lier 
lire, and  was  reverenced oa a  "mother  in  Israel."  8he 
was  born  in  Weatport.  Her  fatber.  Israel  Brighbnan, 
was  a  Bevolutiooarf  soldier,  and  received  a  penaion. 
To  him  and  his  wife  Helhany  were  born  six  children, 
—Christian,  born  Aug.  31,1777;  Rachel,  March  17, 
1778;  Israel,  Feb.  15.  1780;  John,  April  29,  1782; 
Cornelins,  Nov.  29,  1783  ;  Lemuel,  Feb.  29, 1786;  and 
Bethany,  Jan.  13,  1792. 

Israel  Macomqbk  {sixth  generation),  only  sou 
and  child  of  William  and  Rachel  (Drightman)  Ma- 
comber,  was  born  in  WeBtjiort,  Mass.,  March  24,  1810. 
He  had  but  limited  education  atschools.  Thescbuols 
of  that  period  were  very  poor,  and  a  large  part  of  bis 
knowledge  from  books  was  euijuired  at  the  borne  fire- 
side. He  made  the  moat  of  bis  opportunities,  how- 
ever, and  became  quite  proficient  in  several  branches, 
particularly  so  in  arithmetic.  He  was  reared  a  farmer, 
and  a  farmer  be  baa  remained  tbrougb  lifis.  In  1827 
bis  father  removed  to  tbe  place  where  Israel  now  re- 
aides,  and  ended  his  days  there,  Israel  succeeding 
him  on  the  place.  Here  he  done  his  work  well, 
ahrinking  not  from  labor,  and  finding  his  etforta 
crowned  with  substantial  success.  He  is  an  uiniasuni- 
ing  man,  has  never  sought  or  held  olHce,  refusing  to 
leave  his  own  affnirs  to  be  neglecteil  while  he  was  at- 
tending to  the  business  of  others.  He  has  been  more 
or  leas  interested  in  whaling-vessels  for  the  past  forty- 
five  years.  He  married  Mary  E.,  daughter  of  Hercu- 
les and  Abby  (Tripp)  Manchester,  May  7,  1S34.  She 
was  born  Dec.  11,  1814.  For  nearly  half  a  century 
has  this  good  couple  walked  band  in  hand,  bringing 
up  their  children  to  maturity  and  an  honorable  posi- 
tion in  life,  and  have  the  aatisfuction  of  knowing  that 
none  are  recreant  to  the  principles  incutcateil  by  their 
ancestors.  Their  children  are  (1)  William  P.,  horn 
Aug.  23,  1887.  (He  married,  first,  Abby,  daughter  of 
Godfrey  Cornell.  They  had  two  children,  Mary  C, 
and  Theresa  H.  After  her  death  he  married  Nellie, 
daughter  of  Edward  Tucker,  of  Dartmouth.  They 
have  one  child,  Edward.)  (2)  Itaae  B.,  born  Nov.  9, 
1839,  married  Sarah,  daughter  of  Oodfrey  Cornell. 
They  have  two  children,  Itcrthiinnd  Niisou.  (3)  Ailiii 
H.  N..  born  Aug.  12, 1845.  (4)  Klihuo  n.,,buni  Dec. 
20,  1846.  Tbe  two  lost  reside  with  their  parents. 
William  and  Isaac  passed  several  years  in  California, 
are  now  located  in  beautiful  homes  not  far  from  the 
paternal  mansion,  and  are  more  than  ordinarily  suc- 
cessful men, 

In  18G8,  Mr.  Macomber  erected  the  residence  he 
now  occupies.  It  is  a  very  substantial  and  |ik>iisant 
home.  Situated  as  it  is  on  the  highest  ]>Dijit  of  a 
beautiful  promontory,  surrounded  by  baya,  inlets, 
ialands,  etc.,  with  buzzard's  Bay  and  the  broad  At- 
lantic stretching  away  to  the  south,  and  on  either 
side  an  extended  view  of  a  more  than  usual  romantic 
coast-line,  it  presents  aa  fine  a  view  as  can  be  ob- 
tained for  many  a  mile  of  dietance, 

Mr.  Macomber  bos  been  an  active  and  leading 


rnember  of  the  tf  ethotiist  Episcopal  Church  for  more 
than  half  a  century.  He  has  been  class-leader,  slew- 
ward,  or  trustee  for  many  years,  and  has  been  a  lib- 
eral sapporter  not  only  of  the  church  but  all  worthy 
objectK.  Both  he  and  his  worthy  wife  have  been 
more  than  mere  apcctators  in  the  cause  of  morality 
and  religion,  and  havo  given  largely,  both  of  personal 
endeavor  and  their  iioMeasioiis,  to  asuist  tbe  good 
work.  Mrs.  Macomber  baa  been  u  church  member 
aince  1845.  In  politics  Mr.  Macomber  is  a  Republi- 
can. Among  hia  townsmen  he  is  regarded  aa  an 
honest,  succesaful  business  man,  a  good  and  law- 
abiding  citizen,  and  a  valued  friend  and  neighbor. 


UEORQE    LAWTON. 

George  Lawton,  son  of  Job  and  Hannah  (Kirby) 
Lawton,  was  born  in  Weatport.  Mass.,  Feb.  8,  1804. 
He  is  of  good  English  stock,  and  his  American  ancra- 
torawere  among  the  first  settlers  of  Portsmouth,  It.  I., 
and  George  seems  to  have  been  a  favorite  name  with 
them  ;  as  far  back  as  1650  there  were  two  or  three  of 
Clieui  in  the  town.  In  1701,  George  Lawton, ufl'iirts- 
cnouth,  R,  I.  (we  cannot  ascertain  of  which  [lurticulnr 
Taraily),  purchased  one  hundred  acres  of  land  in  Dart- 
mouth, now  Westport,  Mass.,  in  the  north  part  of  the 
town,  for  thirty  pounds,  and  settled  upon  it.  This 
land  is  now  occupied  and  owned  by  one  of  bis  de- 
aceudants,  Robert  Lawton,  and  has  never  been  out  of 
the  ownenihip  of  the  family.  Thiii  Ooorgo  married  a 
daughter  of  Gideon  Freeborn,  who,  for  his  second 
wife,  married  the  widow  of  a  George  Lawton.  She 
received  from  her  fulhcr  iks  her  uiarriiige  portion 
one-fourth  of  one  share  of  land  in  Westerly,  It.  I., 
deeded  in  1G97.  They  had  one  son,  John,  who  mar- 
ried B.  Dennis.  He  built  the  first  grist-mill  at  tbe 
"  Head  of  Westport,"  a  abort  distance  above  the 
present  village,  about  1750,  on  the  site  of  a  mill  now 
owned  by  Aldeu  Sisson.  He  had  ouu  son,  George, 
born  Nov.  8,  1739,  and  aovenil  daughters.  It  is  said 
lie  also  owned  a  small  coasting- vessel  plying  to  New- 
liort.  Hu  wax  a  man  of  soniu  uousoqnoiico,  »  luird- 
wurking,  honest  iinin  ufgiKal  ruputatioii,  but  nut  very 
Bucceaaful  linuucially,  na  the  buildluK  of  the  will  in- 
volved him  much,  and  after  lifa  death  his  children 
redeemed  it  from  his  obligations.  He  died  May  2, 
1753.  His  son  George  was  brought  up  as  a  fariiier, 
and  siicceede<l  his  father  in  the  possession  of  his 
homestead.  He  married  Patience,  daughter  of  Oba- 
iliah  Mosher,  and  had  John,  David,  Job,  Adum,  Uich- 
urd.  George,  Patience,  and  Hannah,  besiiles  three 
others.  He  was  pnis|ierouH,  and  brought  up  a  large 
family  in  good  circumstances.  He  was  a  man  or  in- 
telligence, industrious  and  prudent,  plain  and  direct 
in  speech,  and  was  a  very  useful  citizen,  popular  with 
all  classes,  and  generally  known  as  "Uncle  George 
Lawton."  His  wife  was  a  member  of  tbe  Society  of 
Friends,  and  he  was  a  regular  attendant  of  their 
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meetings.  He  died  Sept.  20, 1820,  nearly  eighty-one 
years  old,  surviving  his  wife  a  very  few  years. 

Job  Lawton,  his  son,  was  bom  Nov.  12,  1764.  He 
married  Hannah,  daughter  of  Weston  and  Hannah 
(White)  Kirby.  She  was  bom  in  Westport  about 
1769.  They  had  three  children,^— Silas,  Obadiah, 
and  George,  He  had  the  educational  advantages 
generally  given  their  children  by  the  New  England 
fanners  of  that  day,  and  combined  the  avocations  of 
farming  and  nhoemaking.  He  settled  about  a  mile 
nl)ovc  the  "  Head  of  Westport,"  buying  a  farm  of 
about  forty  acres.  He  resided  there  for  several 
years,  then  selling  this  he  purchased  another  of 
one  hundred  acres  farther  toward  Central  village, 
whither  he  moved  in  1815  or  1816.  He  was  always 
a  great  sufTerer  from  asthma.  He  was  a  quiet  per- 
son, not  giving  to  notoriety  or  office-seeking.  He 
died,  of  cancer,  March  5, 1843.  The  (Jeorge  Law- 
ton  whose  portrait  accompanies  this  sketch  lived 
with  his  father,  having  slight  school  privileges. 
After  he  was  twelve  he  attended  the  school  at  Cen- 
tral village  a  few  weeks  each  winter  for  a  limited 
period.  He  married,  Nov.  26, 1826,  Ruth,  daughter 
of  Joshua  and  Elizabeth  (Wood)  Potter.  She  was 
born  within  a  mile  of  the  Rhode  Island  line,  in 
Westport.  Her  family  was  an  old  one  in  the  town. 
Her  father  was  a  farmer,  who  lived  to  be  very  old. 
He  had  fourteen  children,  of  whom  cloven  attained 
mature  years.  She  was  youngest  girl,  and  was  born 
April  25,  1809.  Her  grandfather  was  Abner  Potter, 
whose  wife,  Patience,  was  a  most  splendid  specimen 
of  true  womanhood,  bringing  cheer  and  happiness  to 
all  within  her  sphere  of  action.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Law- 
ton  had  nine  children, — Eli  Potter^  born  Sept.  20, 
1827,  married  Mary  E.,  daughter  of  Jeremiah  and 
Barbara  Dcvol,  has  two  children,  and  lives  in  West- 
port;  Uriah  TF.,  born  April  27,  1831,  married  Au- 
gusta King,  of  Taunton,  has  three  children.  He 
graduated  at  Brown  University,  and  is  now  super- 
intendent of  schools  in  Jackson,  Mich.  Mary  E,^ 
born  July  2,  1834.  She  married  George  J.  Allen, 
had  two  children,  Jacob  and  Ella,  both  of  whom  are 
married.  Jacob  lives  in  Providence,  R.  I. ;  has  four 
children, — Ella,  married  Thomas  Nye,  has  one  child, 
and  lives  in  West  Somerville,  Mass. ;  Hannah  A,, 
born  Sept.  30,  1837,  mal-ried  William  J.  Chadwick, 
of  New  Bedford,  has  four  children ;  Ann  M.  (died 
young);  George  F,,  born  Nov.  11,  1844,  lives  with 
his  parents;  Rnlh  u4.,  born  July  3,  1840,  married 
Willinni  P.  Kirby,  lives  in  Jersey  City,  N.  J.,  and 
has  one  son  ;  William  ().,  born  March  10,  1850,  mar- 
ried Rachel  Wing,  lives  in  New  Bedford,  and  has 
one  child ;  AttM7ida  Af,,  born  June  21,  1854,  married 
T.  A.  Tripp,  of  New  Haven,  and  has  one  child. 

Mr.  Lawton  lived  with  his  father  for  several  years 
after  marriage,  then  purchased  a  small  farm  near 
Hickfl*  Bridge,  for  which  he  agreed  to  pay  fourteen 
hundred  dollarg.  His  capital  at  this  time  was  only 
eight  hundred  doHA'^'     After  a  stay  of  two  years  he 


sold  out,  removed  to  Westport  Point,  purchased  a 
farm  of  sixty  acres,  and  resided  there  from  1889  to 
1881.  The  four  youngest  children  were  born  here. 
Mr.  Lawton  and  his  wife  practiced  the  cardinal  vir* 
tues  of  diligence  and  industry,  and  by  long  years  of 
toil,  in  which  there  was  perfect  harmony  between 
them,  they  built  up  a  handsome  competency.  Al- 
though economical  and  pradent,  they  were  not  nig- 
gardly. All  laudable  charities  met  a  hearty  re- 
sponse from  them,  and  all  along  life's  pathway  has 
the  same  generous  feelings  been  exhibited.  In  1847, 
Mr.  Lawton  erected  a  grist-mill  on  his  farm,  and 
attended  to  that  personally  for  the  many  years  he  re- 
sided on  the  farm.  He  sold  it,  however,  in  March, 
1881,  and  removed  to  the  Head  of  Westport,  where 
he  now  resides.  His  has  been  a  life  of  honest  labor. 
Every  dollar  he  possesses  has  been  paid  for  by  its  full 
equivalent  in  hard  work.  He  has  been  Whig  and 
Republican  in  politics,  and,  as  such,  has  been  over- 
seer of  the  poor  three  years,  and  selectman  during 
three  years  of  the  civil  war.  He  and  his  wife  belong 
to  the  Society  of  Friends.  Mr.  Lawton  has  the  honor 
of  being  the  second  resident  of  Westport  to  graduate 
a  child  at  college.  After  fifty-seven  years  of  connu- 
bial felicity,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lawton  are  passing  down 
the  declivity  of  life  with  the  esteem  of  a  large  circle 
of  friends,  and  enjoy  in  their  latter  years  the  results 
of  their  industry,  and  leave  lives  that  their  numerous 
descendants  may  worthily  emulate. 
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The  town  of  Raynham  lies  in  the  northeastern 
part  of  the  county,  and  is  bounded  as  follows :  On  the 
north  by  Easton,  on  the  east  by  Bridgewater  and 
Middleborough  in  Plymouth  County,  and  on  the 
south  and  west  by  Taunton. 

Much  of  the  early  history  of  Raynham  will  be 
found  in  the  history  of  Taunton,  of  which  it  origin- 
ally formed  a  part,  being  known  as  the  east  precinct 
of  Taunton. 

Although  Taunton  was  settled  in  1688,  no  settle- 
ment was  made  in  Raynham  until  1652,  when  James 
I^eonard,  Henry  Leonard,  and  Ralph  Russel,  from 
Wales,  located  here  for  the  purpose  of  setting  up  a 
"bloomary  work."    For  a  full  description  of  the 
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pioneer  iron-workB,  ihe  reader  is  referred  to  the  his- 
tory of  Taunton,  whera  the  matter  ia  fully  treated  by 
that  indefaligable  worker  iti  historical  tore,  Capt.  J. 
W.  D.  Hall. 

Oct.  21,  1652,  the  following  entry  appears  in  tlie 
records  of  Taunton  :  "  It  waa  agreed  and  grnnted  by 
the  town  to  the  said  Jumea  and  Henry  Leonard  and 
Ralph  Kusael,  free  convent  to  come  hither  ajid  join 
with  certain  of  our  inliabitanta  to  set  up  a  bloomury 
work  on  tbe  Two-Mite  Uiver."  Tlien  no  stranger 
could  become  an  inhabitant  without  permiiitlon. 
"  It  was  agreed  and  granted,  by  a  free  vote  of  the 
town,  that  such  partiuular  inhubitanta  as  nhull  con- 
cur with  said  persous  in  Iheir  design  aball  have  free 
liberty  from  the  town  to  do  so,  to  build  and  set  up 
this  work,  and  that  tliey  shall  have  the  woods  on  the 
otlier  side  of  the  Two-Mile  River,  wheresoever  it  is 
common  on  that  Bide  of  the  river  to  cut  for  their 
cord-wood  to  malie  coals,  and  also  lo  itig  and  take 
mine  or  ore  at  Two-mile  meadowa,  or  in  any  of  the 
commons  appertaining  to  the  town  where  It  ia  not 
proprietary." 

"In  accordance  with  this  vote  and  tlte  permiHsiou 
granted,  the  above-mentioned  individuals  erected 
worlcs  lor  the  eitraction  of  iron  from  tlie  native  ore, 
being  tlie  liret  iron  manufactory  established  on  the 
continent.  Tlieae  works  continued  in  the  poeseasion 
of  the  Iieonurda  and  tlieir  dcxcendunta  a  liundred 
years,  were  enlarged  by  addltionnl  furnacea,  and 
subaequently  converted  into  an  anchor  forge. 

"The  original  projectors,  Henry  and  Jamea  Leon- 
ard, attracted  by  more  abundant  ores  in  New  Jersey, 
removed  there  and  established  the  first  foundry  in 
that  province." — Sat\foTd'»  NUlory  of  Baynliam. 

"During  the  Indian  war  of  1G75,  which  desolated 
many  of  Itie  towns  of  Plymouth  and  Mosaachuselta 
colonies,  the  inbabilanta  of  Taunton  were  exempt 
fVom  Bt^ck.  Philip,  the  chief  instigator  of  that  war, 
had  a  summer  hunting-seat  near  the  Fowling  pond. 
The  Leonards  had  supplied  him  with  beef,  repaired 
hia  muskets,  and  furnislied  him  with  such  simple 
tools  as  the  Indians  could  use.  These  acts  of  friend- 
ship were  remembered,  and  when  other  (owns  sulTercd 
from  savage  Incursions,  Kaynham  and  Taunton  es- 
caped. Philip's  influence  and  friendship  protected 
them.  The  people,  however,  were  on  their  guard, 
and  constructed  fortified  houses  capable  of  resisting 
an  Indian  aiege.  A  house  belonging  to  Saniuet 
Leonard,  which  stood  a  few  rodj  east  of  the  forge, 
WHS  surrounded  by  palisades  and  provisioned.  A 
fort  also  was  built.  The  towns  of  Barnstable,  Yar- 
mouth, and  Eostham,  on  account  of  their  position, 
were  secure  from  Indian  depredations.  The  inhab- 
itants of  these  Cape  towns  invited  the  people  of 
Taunton,  Uehobotli,  Raynham,  and  Bridgewater  to 
leave  their  setttementa  and  live  with  them  for  greater 
safety.  Taunton  replied  thus:  'We  bless  God  that 
be  hath  given  us  much  room  in  your  hearts,  that  you 
■o  freel/  tender  to  ua  a  part  with  you  in  your  houses, 


fields,  and  provisions  at  such  a  time  when  the  Lord 
is  threatening  us  with  the  bereavement  of  our  own.  It 
inuchcomfortethusin  thiadayof  darkneasanddixtrei*. 
WcshatI  want  no  succor  you  are  able  to  afford  ua.  We 
Uierofore  return  you  all  serious  tlianks  I'or  your  ain- 
cere  and  abundant  love,  beseeching  the  Lord  to  coa> 
tinue  and  increaae  your  ability,  peace,  and  promptneia 
lo  relieve  distress  in  this  evil  day.  Keverlholma, 
upon  our  serious  and  mature  deliberation  u)Mn,  and 
consideration  of,  your  great  offer,  we  cannot  at  )>rBe- 
cnt  comply  with  a  motion  to  remove  and  tguit  our 
places  and  leave  our  habitations  to  be  a  deMiUtion, 
nnd  that  because  wc  fenr,  iu  so  doing,  we  ahould  bs 
wanting  to  the  name  of  God  and  iulereala  of  Christ 
In  this  place,  and  hotruy  much  dilRcully  and  cow- 
ardice, ami  give  the  adversary  occuaiou  lo  Uiuniph 
over  us  to  the  reprnach  of  that  great  and  fuarAil 
name  of  God  which  is  culled  upon  us.' " 

This  reply  was  signet)  by  KIchard  Wllliuins,  Walter 
Dcane,  and  others.' 

First  Settlers.— Prominent  among  the  early  set- 
tlers and  a  leading  family  in  the  town  were  tbe 
Leonards.  The  Waehburne  familes  were  also  promi- 
nenL  Israel  Wushburne,  the  tlilrd  of  that  name,  re- 
moved to  Klairic,  and  had  throe  aons  who  became 
members  of  Congress  from  three  dillercnt  SLstes. 
One  was  Governor  of  Maine,  ajf  d  one,  Elihu  P.  Wosli- 
burnc,  wns  Secretary  of  State,  etc.  Among  other 
prominent  families,  the  following  are  mcutioued: 
The  Kings,  the  Deans,  Shaws,  Hulls,  Gusheea,  Wil- 
liamses,  Gilmures,  Andrews,  Hathaways,  Whites, 
Tracys,  Knappa,  etc.  Hon.  Josiali  Dean  was  a  mem- 
ber of  Congresa,  elected  in  about  1S08.  He  waa  a 
leading  man  of  the  town  and  county. 

The  pioneer  "Leonard  House"  was  located  near 
the  forge,  and  was  probably  erected  in  abuut  IG70. 

Dr.  Fobes,  in  his  "  History  of  liaynhaiii,"jiublidhed 
in  1703,  in  referring  to  this  house,  aaya,  "In  the 
cellar  was  deposited,  for  a  considerable  lime,  tli«  liead 
of  King  riiilip ;  lt>r  it  seems  that  oven  Philip  shared 
the  fate  of  kijigs;  ho  was  deuulhiteil,  und  hia  head 
carried  about,  und  shown  by  one  Alderman,  tlie  In- 
dian who  shot  him. 

"There  ia  yet  in  being  an  ancient  case  uf  drawera 
which  stood  in  tlie  house,  upon  which  the  deep  scars 
and  mangled  impressions  of  Indian  halchela  are  now 
visible.  Under  tlie  door-stejKi  of  the  same  house  lie 
buried  the  bones  of  two  youug  women,  who,  in  their 
(tight  here,  were  shot  by  the  Indians;  but  more  for- 
tunate was  the  flight  of  Uriah  Leonard,  who,  as  he 
was  riding  from  Taunton,  was  fired  upon  by  the  In- 
diatiB.  But  ho  swung  his  hat  around,  which  started 
his  horse  in  full  canter;  he  reached  the' dam  witlinut 
u  wound,  but  bullets  passed  through  the  hat  and  the 
neck  of  the  horse  he  rode.  While  Deacon  Natliaiiiel 
Williams  was  at  work  with  some  others  in  the  fields 
on  the  south  side  of  the  road,  about  half  a  mile  from 
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the  forge,  one  of  the  number  discovered  a  motion  in 
the  bushes  at  a  little  distance;  he  immediately  pre- 
sented his  gun  and  fired,  upon  which  the  Indians 
were  heard  to  cry,  *  Chcoosh  P  and  ran  off;  but  soon 
after  one  of  the  Indians  was  found  dead  near  the 
Fowling  pond.** 

The  house  was  demolished  about  thirty  years  ago. 
A  picture  of  this  ancient  mansion  may  be  found  in 
Barber's  "  Historical  Collections.** 

BeYolntioiiary  War. — ^The  first  reference  on  the 
old  town  records  to  the  war  of  the  Revolution  is  under 
date  of  Aug.  6, 1774,  as  follows : 

"  The  town  voted  £1  4«.  6d  to  pay  its  proportion 
towards  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  Continental 
Congress. 

"  July  18, 1775.  The  town  directed  the  purchase  of 
ten  guns. 

"November  20th.  Voted  £20  to  Lieut.  Benjamin 
King  for  services  as  delegate  to  Provincial  Congress. 
Zephaniah  Leonard,  Joseph  8haw,  and  Seth  Jones 
were  chosen  as  committee  to  manufacture  saltpetre. 

"March  4, 1776.  Israel  Washburn,  Joshua  Leonard, 
Benjamin  King,  and  Elijah  Leonard  were  chosen  a 
Committee  of  Safety. 

"Voted  that  every  person  from  sixteen  and  up- 
wards, except  those  whom  the  committee  shall  see  fit 
to  exempt,  contribute  £10  each  for  a  fund  from  which 
to  pay  soldiers. 

"  Ebenezer  King  and  Capt.  John  King  were  drawn 
jurors,  for  the  trial  of  Tories,  at  a  special  term  of 
court  at  Taunton. 

"  July  29, 1778.  Voted  to  levy  a  tax  upon  the  pro- 
duce of  the  town  to  pay  six  Continental  soldiers  for 
nine  months*  service. 

"July  25,  1779.  Voted  to  raise  £111  to  pay  for 
soldiers*  shirts,  shoes,  and  stockings.  Josiah  Dean 
was  chosen  delegate  to  convention  at  Concord. 

"November  15th.  Voted  £407  11«.  for  the  commit- 
tee to  expend  in  hiring  soldiers  for  the  public  service, 
and  procuring  blankets. 

"  July  7th.  Made  appropriation  for  six  additional 
Continental  soldiers. 

"  In  1778  the  town  raised  $35,416  (depreciated  cur- 
rency) for  paying  soldiers,  and  $24,000  to  purchase 
six  thousand  pounds  of  beef. 

"September  27th.  Voted  to  buy  11,523  pounds  of 
beef  at  £8  11/r.  per  hundred  in  new  emission  currency, 
or  in  old  currency,  at  equitable  exchange. 

"  In  1781  a  bounty  of  one  hundred  hard  dollars  was 
offered  annually  to  all  the  men  who  would  enlist  for 
three  vearn. 

"  Voted  to  assess  the  town  $80  in  hard  money  to 
pay  for  beef  called  for  by  the  General  Court.  Also, 
one  hundred  and  eighty-five  hard  dollars  to  pay  three 
soldiers,  enlisted  for  five  months,  to  serve  in  Rhode 
Island,  and  fifteen  dollars  a  month  for  the  three  men 
enlisted  to  serve  in  New  York.*' 

It  appears  that  the  quotas  of  Raynham,  paid  for  by 
the  town,  were  principally  from  other  places. 


The  following-named  citizens  of  the  town  served  in 
person:  Capt.  Abraham  Hathaway,  El^ah  GKishee, 
Ghiius  King,  Job  Hall,  Benjamin  Cane,  Seth  Dean, 
Joseph  Shaw,  George  King,  Solomon  Leonard,  Ste- 
phen Williams,  Chaplain  Perez  Fobes,  Noah  Hall, 
and  Samuel  Hall. 

These  are  but  a  part  of  the  men  from  the  town  who 
belonged  to  the  Continental  army  of  the  Revolution. 

Rev.  !^noch  Sanford,  A.M.,  in  his  "  History  of  Rayn* 
ham,**  gives  the  following  sketch  of  Seth  Dean : 

"  Mr.  Seth  Dean  volunteered  as  a  soldier  at  the  age 
of  seventeen,  when  the  British  force  occupied  Boeton. 
Mr.  Joseph  Shaw  and  other  young  men  of  this  town 
were  enrolled  with  him  in  a  company,  of  which  John 
King  was  captain  and  Noah  Hall  lieutenant  Seth 
Dean  was  thus  in  the  first  campaign  of  the  war, 
and  went  into  the  army  then  assembled  around  Bos* 
ton,  under  command  of  Washington,  whose  head- 
quarters were  in  Cambridge.  He  then  served  during 
a  term  of  eight  months. 

"  He  was  on  Boston  Ifeck  when  Bunker  Hill  battle 
was  fought,  June  17, 1775,  and  saw  the  burning  of 
Charlestown.  During  that  battle,  and  on  several  suc- 
cessive days,  cannon-balls  were  flying  over  the  Neck, 
where  he  was  stationed. 

"Returning  home  in  January,  he  enjoyed  repose 
but  a  few  weeks,  for  in  the  inclement  month  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1776,  he  returned  again  to  the  army  and  served 
two  months  at  Cambridge,  Winter  HiU,  and  Dor- 
chester Heights. 

"  Mr.  Dean  was  with  the  troops  when  the  British 
evacuated  Boston.  The  cannonading  commenced  in 
the  town  at  twelve  o*clock  at  night,  and  created  much 
alarm  among  the  people.  At  daylight  he  saw  the 
British  go  on  board  their  ships  and  leave  the  harbor. 
This  was  a  day  of  rejoicing.  Then  Washington 
marched  in  his  forces  and  took  possession  of  the  town. 

"  Afterwards,  Mr.  Dean  was  in  the  army  op  Rhode 
Island  when  the  French  fleet,  under  Count  de  Grasse, 
had  come  to  our  assistance  and  taken  possession  of 
the  island. 

"  Subsequently  he  enlisted  on  board  the  privateer 
ship  '  Hazard,'  of  sixteen  gunJ,  and  was  on  a  cruise 
four  months.  The  '  Hazard*  came  into  action  with  a 
British  vessel  of  the  same  number  o^  guns  and  men 
on  the  16th  of  March,  when,  after  a  severe  and  bloody 
struggle,  the  British  vessel  struck  her  colors.  The 
British  captain,  in  coming  on  board,  said, '  You  have 
killed  half  of  my  men.*  The  captain  of  the  '  Hazard* 
replied, '  You  should  have  struck  sooner.* 

"  In  that  sea-fight  Mr.  Dean  said  he  felt  death  near 
him,  when,  as  he  was  loading  a  cannon,  his  com- 
panion. Gains  King,  brother  of  Asa  King,  was  shot 
through  the  head  and  fell  dead  at  his  side. 

"Finishing  this  voyage,  in  which  he  gained  but 
little  except  a  knowledge  of  the  ravages  of  war,  he 
returned  to  his  home  in  the  southeasterly  part  of  this 
town,  and  was  married  to  a  daughter  of  Joseph  Shaw 
in  1780. 
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"  Mr.  Seth  Dean  bad  two  military 
fered  him,  that  of  easigD  and  lieutenant,  and  ftfter- 
Vards  was  chosen  captain  of  niililja,  but  in  his  niod- 
«»ty  declined  them  att. 

"Though  in  his  early  ]routh  his  courage  led  him  to 
face  danger  in  the  Held,  no  one  was  fondur  of  home 
or  more  calculated  to  make  home  pleasant.    A 
of  a  milder  spirit,  and  at  the  same  time  more  resolute 
against  disorder  or  indecor am,  cannot  easily  be  found." 

Educational.— Not  only  were  the  early  settlors  of 
Kaynhani  interested  in  the  religious  welfare  of  the 
town,  but  the  educational  interest  also  early  received 
their  attention,  and  iu  1742  we  find  a  Mr.  Fiaher  was 
school  in  aster. 

In  1744  Mr.  John  Lea  was  employed  to  leach  seven 
weeks  and  four  days  for  sixteen  pounds  and  sixteen 
ahillings. 

In  1752  we  find  that  the  good  people  voted  not  to 
hire  a  teacher.  In  1733,  however,  sixteen  pounds 
thirteen  shillings  and  four  pence  and  board  at  four 
■hillings  a  week  was  voted  for  teaching  six  months. 
In  1777  three  hundred  and  thirty-three  dollars  and 
thirty-three  cents  were  appropriated  for  schools. 

The  first  settlers  were  intelligent  and  virtuous,  and 
Laving  made  great  sacrifices  in  coming  to  the  wilder 
neas,  determined  to  give  their  children  opportunities 
for  instruction.  Unlil  after  the  Revolution  the  school- 
master instructed  the  children  in  reading,  writing, 
arithmetic,  and  morals  for  ten  pounds  a  year.  His 
school  was  occasionally  removed  from  one  section  of 
the  town  to  another  for  the  convenience  of  his  pupils. 
Borne  of  the  intelligent  boys  studied  surveying,  and 
all  recited  weekly  from  the  Assembly's  Catechism. 

Many  school-teachers,  male  and  female,  have  origi' 
Dated  in  this  town,  and  some  of  them  have  attained 
Buperiority  in  the  profession. 

Of  those  who  have  received  college  degrees  there 
Are  the  following; 

Zepbaniah  I^eonard  (Yale),  1785,  colonel  and  high 
eherifT,  Bristol  County. 

Joshua  Leonard  (Brown),  17S8,  pastor,  Pompey, 
N.  Y. 

John  Hathaway  (Brown),  1793,  pastor. 

Zepbaniah  Leonard  (Brown),  1793,  physician. 

William  Augustus  Leonard  (Brown),  1793,  mer- 

Jahaziah  Shaw  (Brown),  1792,  lawyer. 

Mason  Shaw  (Brown),  1795,  lawyer. 

Lloyd  Bowen  Hall  (Brown),  1796. 

Elijah  Leonard  (Harvard),  pastor. 

Abiel  Williams  (Brown),  1795,  pastor. 

Abraham  Qushee  (Brown),  1798,  pastor. 

Samuel  Wales  (Yale),  professor  of  divinity. 

Samuel  King  Williams  (Brown),  1804,  lawyer. 

Jonathan  Gilmore  (Brown),  ISOO,  pastor. 

Philo  Hortensius  Washburn  (Brown),  1801,  lawyer. 

John  Oilmore  Deano  (Brown),  1806,  pastor. 

Melvin  Gilmore  (Brown),  1806. 

Silas  Hall  [Brown),  1809,  pastor. 


Eliah  WilliamB  (Brown).  1821,  lawyer 

George  Leonard  (Bro 

Abiel  Williama  (Yale),  18S5,  M.D. 

Christopher  Williams  (Uro 

Linus  Shaw  (Itrowu),  pastor. 

G>lward  Sanford  (Harvard),  M.D. 

Enoch  Warren  Sanford  (Brown),  physician. 

Elliot  Sanford  (Amherst),  1861,  lawyer. 

Amos  Uobinson  (Brown),  UHl,  pastor. 

An  account  of  the  educational  and  intellectual  fea- 
tures of  Kaynham  would  bo  imperfect  without  an 
allusion  to  the  Lyceum, 'or  debating  aociety,  existing 
thirty  years  ago.  Its  orgunizatiuu  embraced  moat  of 
tlie  intelligent  residents  at  the  Centre,  and  tlie  active 
minds  of  tlie  time  participated  in  its  deliberations. 
During  the  winter  for  many  seasons  there  were  de- 
batea  upon  the  topics  of  the  day  and  objects  of  liter- 
ary intercut,  and  once  a  forluight  a  lecture  was  ex- 
pected either  from  gentlemen  at  home  or  from  abroad. 
Hou.  Francis  Baylies,  of  Taunton,  sometimes  read  an 
address,  or  the  audience  listened  to  an  essay  from 
William  P.  Daggett,  the  talented  son  of  ICev.  Simeon 
Daggett, 

Mr,  Eli  K.  Washburn,  distinguished  for  sound 
sense  and  a  clear  understanding,  frequently  spoke. 
Once  or  mure  Joseph  Dixon,  chemist  and  necro- 
mancer, then  of  Taunton,  lectured  before  llie  Lyceum, 
and  the  neighboring  clergy  were  nearly  all  heard. 

In  18IU  there  were  two  companies  of  uniformed 
militia  in  the  town.  Tlie  south  company  was  com- 
manded hy  Capt.  Barxilhii  King,  and  the  mirth  com- 
pany by  Capt.  Simoon  Wilbur.  'Iliuir  uiiifurma  were 
ca|M  plumed  with  horse-hair  and  ooata  faced  with 

The  following  attained  to  positions  in  the  local 
militia  higher  than  that  of  captain: 

a.to»e(i.— Noah  Hall,  from  March  22,  1792,  to 
1795;  Warren  Lincoln,  from  Aug.  13,  1831,  to  1832. 

LieuUnimi-ColotuU. — Zepbaniah  Leonard;  Joiia- 
tlian  Shaw,  from  1781  to  1788 ;  Noah  Hall,  from  May 
15,  1788,  to  March  22,  1792;  Warren  Lincoln,  from 
Sept.  23,  1829,  to  Aug.  13,  1831 ;  William  L.  Wilbur, 
from  Oct.  23,  1838,  to  April  24,  1840. 

SenioT  Major.— John  Gllmoro,  fnnn  1805  to  180G. 

J/«>rs.— Jonalhau  Shaw,  from  1779  to  1781 ;  John 
Oihnore,  from  April  26, 1798,  to  1805 ;  Eliab  B.  Dean, 
from  Sept.  16,  1817,  to  1822;  William  D.  Robinson, 
from  May  13,  1837,  to  April  24,  1840. 

All  these  field-ollkera  held  their  military  poaitiona 
in  the  Third  liegiment,  in  Second  Ilrigade,  Fifth 
Division,  except  Eliah  U.  Dean,  who  was  major  of  a 
battalion  of  cavalry. 

Earl]r  Hercliants.^Ncbemiah  Jones  kept  a  vari- 
ety store  for  many  years  at  the  centre.  He  was  also 
postmaster.  Abislia  Lincoln  traded  at  tlie  nurlli  end, 
Sylvunua  Makepeace  at  Fratlville,  Hanscume  and 
Samuel  Uobinson  at  Oilmoreville,  and  Theodore 
King  and  Edward  Wilbur  at  the  centre.  Uicbard 
Leonard,  postmaster,  was  aaaociated  with   King  & 
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Wilbur.    At  the  south  end  were  David  Dean  aud 
Ohauncy  G.  Washburn ;  at  the  east,  Silas  Shaw. 

Physicians. — Early  in  the  century  Dr.  Seth  Wash- 
burn practiced  to  some  extent  Dr.  Walker  came 
here  in  1815  and  acquired  an  extensive  business, 
which  he  was  obliged  before  long  to  abandon  on 
account  of  ill  health.  In  1820,  Elisha  Hayward,  of 
EnHton,  a  graduate  of  Brown  University  in  the  class 
of  1817,  commenced  practice.  He  studied  medicine 
at  New  Haven,  under  the  famous  Dr.  Smith,  and 
acquired  an  excellent  medical  education. 

He  soon  had  a  good  practice,  extending  into  the 
neighboring  towns.  His  personal  characteristics 
were  strict  integrity,  kindness  of  heart,  and  devotion 
to  the  interests  of  his  patients.  He  was  unselfish  in 
the  discharge  of  his  duties,  thinking  more  of  the  well- 
being  of  others  than  of  his  own  advantage.  With  an 
individuality  peculiarly  his  own,  with  no  ambition 
beyond  his  business,  farm,  and  home,  he  was  never- 
theless a  faithful  practitioner,  respected  for  his  steadi- 
ness of  purpose,  and  regarded  by  a  large  circle  of  pa- 
tients as  their  firm  friend  and  reliable  adviser.  He 
died  in  1868,  at  the  age  of  seventy-four,  and  Rev.  Mr. 
San  ford  pronounced  his  eulogy. 

Gains  Dean,  M.D.,  resided  in  this  town  for  several 
years  towards  the  close  of  his  life,  which  had  been 
principally  spent  in  Virginia,  where  he  had  a  lucrative 
practice.  He  was  a  native  of  Taunton,  son  of  Deacon 
Ebenezer  Dean,  and  a  graduate  of  Brown  University 
in  the  class  of  1795.  As  his  health  became  infirm, 
he  removed  to  this  town  with  his  children,  and  re- 
sided near  his  sister,  Mrs.  Gushee.  His  motto  was 
"Miser  miseris  succurrere  disco"  ("Infirm  myself,  I 
learn  to  succor  the  miserable.") 

Longevity. — Two  persons  have  lived  beyond  a 
hundred  years, — Mrs.  Abigail  Leonard,  wife  of  Col. 
Zephaniah  Leonard,  and  Mrs.  Lydia  Snow,  whose 
home  was  with  Miss  Hannah  Jones,  near  the  forge. 

Justices  of  the  Peace. — Jonathan  Shaw,  at  the 
north  end,  was  an  acting  justice  for  many  years.  He 
was  a  firm  supporter  of  law  and  order,  and  criminals 
received  their  deserts  at  his  hands.  Capt.  Samuel  Wil- 
bur was  a  justice  and  deputy  sheriff,  and  once  a  mem- 
ber of  the  IjCgislature. 

High  Sheriffs. — Col.  Zephaniah  Leonard  was  high 
sheriff  of  the  county  about  thirty  years.  His  son, 
Horatio  Leonard,  succeeded  him,  and  held*  the  office 
thirty-five  years. 

At  Squawbetty,  which  lies  on  both  sides  of  the 
Taunton  River,  partly  in  Taunton  and  partly  in 
Raynham,  are  the  Old  Colony  Iron-Works.  These 
are  extensive  works,  and  employ  a  large  number  of 
men. 

Benjamin  Shaw  had  a  saw-mill  in  1700  on  the 
Fowling  Pond  stream,  which  runs  into  Two-Mile 
Kiver  a  mile  above  the  old  iron-works.  He  was  a 
shareholder  in  the  works,  and  was  the  ancestor  of 
the  Shaws  of  Taunton  (Raynham  in  1731).  He  died 
in  1723. 


In  1770,  James  Presbo  had  a  grist-mill  near  above 
location,  on  the  same  dam  and  stream,  at  the  head  of 
Two-Mile  River.  His  son,  Zadoc  Presbo,  who  was  a 
moulder,  was  associated  with  Capt.  Israel  Washburn 
in  carrying  on  a  furnace  at  the  same  dam  for  manu- 
facturing hollow-ware  for  many  years.  It  was  the 
oldest  hollow- ware  furnace  in  this  section,  except 
"King's  Furnace."  They  mined  all  their  ore  for 
years  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  in  the  "Mine 
meadows  and  bogs"  in  that  vicinity. 

Capt.  Washburn  also  purchased  the  grist-mill  of 
James  Presbo  in  1784.  He  died  in  1796,  leaving  the 
furnace  and  mill  to  his  son.  Dr.  Seth  Washburn,  who 
continued  the  hollow-ware  business  with  Mr.  Presbo 
many  years,  the  latter  having  charge  of  the  fbmace, 
in  which  Carmi  Andrews  and  others  were  moulders. 
In  1810,  Mr.  Presbo  sold  his  share  of  the  furnace  and 
privilege  to  Dr.  Washburn  and  removed  to  Vermont, 
the  latter  continuing  the  business  a  few  years.  He 
died  in  1837,  leaving  the  furnace  and  mill  to  his'son, 
Franklin  Washburn,  who  sold  the  privilege  and 
property  a  few  years  later  to  George  W.  King,  who 
for  many  years  manufactured  shovels,  forks,  and 
nails. 

Pending  the  noted  Shay's  rebellion  in  October, 
1786,  a  demonstration  was  made  in  this  county  by 
about  a  hundred  of  the  adherents  of  Shay,  under  one 
Col.  Valentine,  of  Freetown,  to  frighten  Gen.  Cobb, 
then  presiding  as  judge  of  the  Court  of  Settions  in 
Taunton,  to  deliver  the  papers  of  the  court  and  break 
up  the  session  in  Bristol  County.  The  followers  of 
Shay  had  succeeded  in  two  counties.  Orders  had 
been  previously  issued  by  Gen.  Cobb  (then  in  com- 
mand as  well  as  judge)  for  the  militia  to  appear  at 
the  court-house  to  protect  the  court,  but  only  two 
companies  had  responded  that  morning,  both  from 
Raynham,  one  commanded  by  Capt  Noah  Hall,  the 
other  Capt.  Israel  Washburn's  company,  but  being 
absent  Lieut  Reuben  Hall  was  in  command.  The 
companies  performed  their  duty,  and  their  prompt 
response  has  gone  into  history.  Capt  Noah  Hall 
had  served  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  closed  but 
a  few  years  before,  and  was  the  friend  of  Gen.  Cobb, 
accompanying  him  to  Goldsborough,  Me.,  where  he 
died  May  6, 1885,  in  his  ninety-fourth  year.  Capt 
Israel  Washburn  was  the  grand-ancestor  of  the  Con- 
gressmen Washburn  brothers.  He  served  as  one  of 
the  commissioners  of  the  commonwealth  for  the  dis- 
posal of  "  confiscated  property"  of  the  "  Tbnw"  after 
the  war,  residing  in  Bristol  County.  A  number  of 
farms  were  thus  disposed  of,  as  records  show. 

The  Congregational  Church.*— Anticipating  the 
duty  of  supporting  public  worship,  the  people  had 
erected  and  partially  finished  a  meeting-house  two 
years  before  the  town  was  incorporated.  The  first 
town-meeting  for  choice  of  officers  was  held  April 
22,  1731.    On  the  10th  of  May  following  the  town 
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Toted  lo  pay  all  the  expeniM  which  individuals  had 
incurred  in  building  tlie  meeting- house,  and  a  las 
was  levied  for  that  purpoae.  At  tlie  same  meeting 
til.  John  Wales,  who  hud  been  preaching  there  one 
year  and  a  half,  was  chosen  minister. 

His  salary  was  fixed  ni  one  hundred  pounds  per 
Knouiii  in  bills  of  credit,  and  two  hundred  pounds 
■ettiement.  His  income  was  subsequently  increased 
to  four  hundred  pounds,  e<|ua1  to  £53  it.  M.,  lawful 
money,  or  about  two  hundred  and  sixty-six  dollars. 
It  was  also  voted  lo  finish  the  church  by  plastering 
It,  constructing  pews  and  a  gultery  floor. 

The  records  of  tlie  town  show  the  following  vote, 
Sept.  20,  1731 :  "  Agreed  to  set  apart  the  2lith  of  Oc- 
tober next  for  the  ordination  of  Mr.  John  Wales,  our 
present  minister,  as  pastor  and  gospel  minister  of 
Christ  over  a  Church  of  Christ  in  this  town,  the  town 
having  heretofore  choeen  and  elected  bim  thereto" 
Fifteen  pounds  were  appropriated  to  pay  Zephaniah 
Leonard  for  entertaining  the  council. 

The  church,  which  waa  organized  the  day  before 
the  ordination,  consisted  of  fourteen  men  and  seven- 
teen women,  who  were  truusferred  from  the  First 
Church  in  Taunton. 

The  following  record  from  the  church  books  of  the 
First  Congregational  Church  in  Taunton,  by  Rev. 
Thomas  Clapp,  pastor,  shows  the  names  of  the  per- 
sona constituting  the  new  church  ; 

"  At  a  church  meeting  held  at  the  publick  Meeting- 
house in  Taunton,  October  7, 1731, 

"The  request  of  Abraham  Jones,  John  Staples, 
John  Leonard,  Samuel  Hacket,  Senior,  Joseph  Jones, 
Bamuel  Leonard,  Seth  Leonard,  Samuel  While,  Eben- 
«ser  Campbell,  John  White,  Gabriel  Croseman,  Jona- 
than Hall,  Thomas  Baker,  and  Samuel  Hacket  j2d), 
aa  also  the  request  of  Hannah  White,  Mary  Hacket, 
iEatherine  Leonard,  Hannah  Campbell,  Susannah 
White,  Hannah  Staples,  Mehitahle  White,  Ruth 
Crane,  Elizabeth  Shaw,  Mary  Jones,  Joanna  I^eonard, 
Abigail  Hall,  Lydia  Britton,  Patience  Hacket,  Sarah 
Hall,  Rebecca  Leonard,  and  Abigail  Baker,  alt  bretli- 
ren  and  sisters  in  full  communion  with  this  church, 
living  in  the  town  of  Raynham,  for  a  disinission,  was 
read  to  the  cliurch,  in  order  to  their  being  incorporated 
into  a  church  state  by  themselves,  and  have  the  ordi- 
nances of  the  gospel  administered  among  them. 
,  "  The  church  taking  the  matter  into  consideration, 
and  approving  their  desires  to  be  regular,  voted  that 
they  be  dismissed  accordingly,  commending  tliem  to 
Qod  and  the  word  of  His  grace,  which  is  able  to  build 
them  up,  and  to  give  theui  an  inheritance  among  all 
those  who  are  sanctified. 

"At  the  same  time  the  request  of  several  persons 
who  had  only  renewed  their  baptismal  covenant  fora 
dismission  was  read,  upon  which  the  church  voted, 
That,  ifauy  of  them  did  desire  to  embody  in  a  church 
state  with  the  aforesaid  brothers  and  sisters,  they 
might  do  it  without  any  offence  to  this  church." 

Mr.  Wales'  ministry  continued  thirty-four  yenis. 


He  died  Feb.  23, 1765,  in  his  aixty-sixth  ye«r. 
son  Samuel,  baptized  March  6,  1747,  graduati 
Yale  College,  received  the  degree  of  D.D.,  an< 
came  Profesaor  of  Divinity  in  that  institution, 
sou  John  was  a  member  of  the  United  States  SenaM 
from  Delaware.  Catherine,  who  was  haptiied  No*. 
25,  1750,  married  Samuel  Montgomery,  a  graduate  of 
Yale,  a  surgeon  in  the  Revolutionary  army,  Uer 
daughter  Catherine  married  Job  Godfrey,  Esq.,  of.' 
Taunton.  Mr.  Wales'  daughter  Prudence 
the  wife  of  Kev.  Dr.  Fobes,  her  father's  siicoe 

Like  many  in  New  England,  this  church  earlf 
ftdoplod  what  was  called  the  hnlf-way  covctia 

This  town  was  organised  in  the  belief  and  pmclieC 
of  evangelical  doctrines.  The  iieoplo  were  true 
of  the  Puritans,  respecting  whom  Hume,  though  not 
their  friend,  declared  that  they  were  the  tirst  people 
in  England  who  possessed  the  true  principtei  uf  lib- 
erty, 

July  29,  1776,  about  two  years  after  the  death  of 
Mr.  Wales,  Perez  Fobes,  of  Bridgewater,  was  choaea 
pastor.  The  town  concurred  in  tlie  choice,  and  voto^. 
Iiim  a  salary  of  seventy-eight  pounds  per  aunUBi^'' 
equal  to  about  three  hundred  and  ninety  dollars. 

Mr.  Fobes  graduated  at  Cambridge  in  1762.  Dil^ 
iu^  tlie  Revolution,  notwithstanding  his  frail  liMltb), 
he  served  as  a  chaplain  in  the  army.  In  1786  bV 
acted  as  president  of  Brown  Univemity  mUile  Preai- 
dent  Manning  was  absent,  and  was  sulnequeully 
chosen  Professor  of  Experimental  Philosophy  in  thft 
college.  In  the  deficiency  of  adequate  ilhistratira 
apparatus,  he  constructed  an  orrery  designed  tu  oz- 
liihil  the  mechanism  of  the  solar  system,  ami  by  his 
energy  and  application  rendered  im])ortant  service 
upon  the  faculty  of  the  institution.  In  17S7  he  was 
chosen  a  fellow  of  the  collie,  and  in  1792  received 
the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws. 

The  advancement  of  education  occupied  much  of 
his  time.  It  has  been  said  "  that  theachools  uf  Rayn- 
hum,  under  his  patronage  and  iiispectiou,  were  for 
many  years  an  example  for  the  country,  and  bore  an 
honorable  testimony  lo  the  public  of  the  importAiice 
of  a  learned  clergy  to  the  country."  But  Dr.  Fobes 
excelled  tis  u  prouclier.  By  his  own  bearing  he  illus- 
trated the  assertion  of  Euripides,  that  the  dignity  of 
a  speaker  adds  force  to  his  words.  He  had  a  marked 
talent  for  extemporiineous  speaking,  and  could  thrill 
an  audience  with  s|)ontaueous  eloquence. 

During  Dr.  Fobes'  ministry  of  I'urly-livo  ycHrs  one 
hundred  and  thirty-six  persons  were  admitted  to  tlie 
church,  three  hundred  and  four  infants  and  adults 
baptiied,  and  about  two  hundred  and  twenty  marri- 
Hges  soleniniied.  His  house  stood  one-fourth  of  k 
mile  east  of  the  church,  on  the  road  to  Teurall.  His 
farm  was  of  considerable  extent,  and  was  acquired 
through  his  wife,  llie  daughter  of  Mr.  Wales.  The 
house  was  two  stories  in  front  and  one  in  the  rear,  al^er 
tlie  mode  of  that  day.  He  accumulated  property  and 
oflou  lent  money,  to  the  convenience  of  tlie  public,  in 
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the  absence  of  banks.  He  never  owned  a  riding  car- 
riage, but  made  all  his  journeys  on  horseback,  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  custom  of  the  times. 

Afler  the  death  of  Dr.  Fobes  the  church  was  with- 
out a  pastor  seven  montlis.  Rev.  Stephen  Hull  was 
installed  Sept.  2, 1812.  Mr.  Hull  was  a  fluent  speaker, 
and  peculiarly  attractive  in  conversation.  In  May, 
1823,  he  was  dismissed  at  his  own  request  He  died 
at  sixty,  and  was  buried  beside  his  first  wife  in  the 
Central  Cemetery  of  this  town. 

The  first  meeting-house  stood  a  fourth  of  a  mile 
east  of  the  forge,  on  the  north  side  of  the  road  lead- 
ing to  Squawbetty.  It  was  a  very  plain  structure, 
without  blinds,  steeple,  bell,  or  stoves.  It  cost  four- 
teen hundred  dollars,  and  was  conveniently  placed  for 
the  early  inhabitants.  Mr.  Wales  preached  in  it 
thirty-four  years,  and  Dr.  Fobes  eight  years. 

The  second  house  was  built  in  1773,  by  Mr.  Israel 
Washburn,  by  whom  the  pews  were  sold  to  purchasers. 
It  stood  at  the  centre  of  the  town,  and  as  originally 
constructed  had  no  steeple.  The  land  upon  which 
it  was  erected  belonged  to  Mr.  Amariah  Hall,  from 
whom  it  was  purchased.  It  continues  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  parish,  and  upon  it  the  present  church 
stands. 

The  pews  were  square  and  high,  the  railing  around 
them  of  turned  balusters.  The  galleries  extended  on 
three  sides;  there  were  no  blinds;  the  pulpit  with  its 
sounding-board  stood  on  the  east  side.  The  front 
door  opened  into  the  broad  aisle,  but  there  were  end 
doors  with  entries.  A  steeple  and  bell  were  added  to 
the  house  some  years  afler  its  erection.  It  had  no 
apparatus  for  warming  until  1830,  when  Qen.  Shepard 
Leach,  of  Easton,  gave  a  box-stove,  which  was  placed 
near  the  deacons'  seat  before  the  pulpit  A  very 
correct  picture  of  this  house  is  in  the  possession  of 
the  writer.  It  is  the  only  one  in  existence,  and  time 
increases  its  value. 

There  was  opposition  to  the  proposals  of  Mr.  Wash- 
burn for  the  erection  of  this  house.  Thirty- four 
voted  to  adopt  the  plan  and  twenty-seven  opposed  it 
The  objectors  lived  in  the  southerly  part  of  the  town, 
and  undertook  to  repair  the  old  house  and  continue 
worship  there.  A  council  ensued  to  heal  the  seces- 
sion. This,  the  first  church  built  in  Raynham,  stand- 
ing on  the  Squawbetty  road,  was  taken  down  about 
1780. 

The  disposition  made  of  its  venerable  pulpit  will 
be  seen  from  the  following  interesting  letter  by  Dr. 
Fobes,  written  in  choice  ecclesiastical  English,  re- 
cently discovered  by  Mr.  Eliot  Sandford,  of  New 
York,  among  the  forgotten  records  of  Dr.  Hopkins' 
church  at  Newport,  R.  I.  The  gifl  of  a  pulpit  from 
Ilaynham  to  Newport  is  unique.  It  can  scarcely 
have  been  very  elaborate  in  structure.  The  entire 
cost  of  the  church  from  which  it  was  taken  reached 
but  fourteen  hundred  dollars,  and  a  pulpit  built  upon 
the  same  scale  of  expenditure  probably  was  not  of 
rosewood  or  mahogany.     It  had  been  seasoned,  how- 


ever, in  the  glow  of  sound  doctrines,  and  suffered 
no  declension  in  the  occupancy  of  Dr.  Hopkins. 

The  record  is  prefaced  as  follows,  in  Dr.  Hopkins' 
hand: 

"  In  August,  1782,  this  church  received  a  decent 
pulpit,  sent  as  a  present  from  the  church  in  Rayn- 
ham, which  came  to  us  by  water,  without  any  charge, 
accompanied  by  the  following  letter,  viz. : 

**  lUTiTHAif,  July  n,  1782. 

**  Tht  Ohureh  of  CkrM  im  JKaynAam  io  tk§  Flnt  Cbmtr^gaUamal  Ckmreh  m 
Newport  tmiMA  ffretHmg : — 

**  WhercM  oar  beloTed  brother,  Mr.  Samaol  TIiwod,  hftTliif  loformad 
us  of  your  afllleted  state,  and  of  tho  msoy  lo«es  yon  haTe  In  the  time 
past  sustmlnod  by  tho  rsasoo  of  tho  British  troopa  amoof  yoa,  and.  In 
paHlcnUir,  tho  destrnctlon  of  tho  pnlplt  bolonginf  to  yoar  house  of 
worship: 

**  Holy  and  Beloved  .'—We  lament  yonr  calamity,  and  dedre  as  your 
brothers  and  oompanlons  in  the  kinfdom  and  pattenee  of  Jeens  Christ, 
cordially  to  sympathise  with  yon  In  yonr  affliction.  In  testimony  of 
this,  we  present  yon  with  another  pnlplt,  only  dsiirinf  that  yon  would 
accept  It  as  a  little  token  of  affeetkm  and  eommnnion  with  yon.  It  was, 
we  would  inform  you,  the  Joint  property  of  Ool.  Shaw,  Mr.  Joeiah 
Deen,  and  Oapt.  John  King,  and  his  brother,  Oapt  Philip  King,  all  of 
this  town,  of  whom  the  two  first  are  brethren  In  the  ehnroh.  Upon  a 
repreeentaUon  of  your  drcnmetanoes,  they  all  folly  rellnqnlshed  their 
rights  and  left  it  in  the  hands  and  at  the  disposal  of  the  church.  We 
most  gladly  received  it  for  yonr  sakes,  and  to  cast  It  Into  yonr  treasury 
AS  two  mites  of  a  poor  woman,  most  ardently  wishing  that  It  may  be 
always  filled  with  a  pious  and  snccessftal  minlstor  of  the  gospel,  and 
that  the  word  of  life  may,  through  the  bleasing  of  beaxen,  prove  what 
tlie  blood  of  ancient  martyrs  did,  the  seed  of  the  ehnreh  fhmi  genera- 
tion to  generation.  Asking  yonr  prayers  to  God  for  nt,  we  conclude, 
praying  that  bleeiings  of  every  needed  kind  maydeaoend  fWNn  the  great 
head  of  the  church  upon  yon  and  yonr  chlldran,  and  yoar  respected 
pastor  and  all  of  the  dear  people  of  hit  most  important  charge.  We 
subscribe  ourselves,  the  brathren,  In  the  flUth  and  fellowBhIp  of  God. 

**PnBi  FoBO,  Poitor.** 

After  the  present  house  was  erected  in  1882,  there 
was  doubt  as  to  the  best  disposition  to  be  made  of 
the  old  church. 

This  house  stood  near  the  angle  of  the  common, 
leaving  an  abundance  of  room  and  a  better  site  for 
the  new  church  near  the  centre  of  the  lot  When 
completed  the  old  bell  was  transferred  to  the  belfry 
of  the  new  house,  and  the  parish  voted  to  disestab- 
lish the  old  church  by  pulling  it  down,  when  some 
legal  impediments  were  urged  on  behalf  of  the  town, 
which  in  former  years  had  acquired  a  right  to  hold 
its  meetings  there,  in  consideration  of  haying  once 
appropriated  money  for  repairs  made  upon  the  house. 
Up  to  that  time  town-meetings  had  been  holden  in 
the  church,  and  doubtless  many  remember  the  litter 
of  ballots  sometimes  seen  in  the  aisles  and  before  the 
pulpit,  remaining  unremoved  over  Sunday.  The^ 
town  had  no  other  place  to  assemble.  It  was  not 
probable  the  parish  would  consent  to  have  the  new 
house  used  for  municipal  purposes,  and  the  continu- 
ance of  the  old  edifice  upon  the  common  would  be  • 
inconvenient  and  unsightly.  Some  of  the  conserva- 
tives were  fearful  of  consequences,  and  threats  of  a 
suit  for  damages  for  removal  of  the  bell  had  already 
been  made. 

The  tower  stood  at  the  west  end,  fronting  upon  one 
of  the  streets  that  bounded  the  common,  and  was 
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KtUched  to  the  church  by  one  of  iu  Hide*  ouly.  It* 
dimenBioDB  on  the  ground  were  probably  about 
twenty  feet  square,  And  tall  enough  to  overtop  the 
■pel  of  the  mala  building  iu  a  very  commanding 
manner.  One  night  tliia  tower  vraa  severed  from  the 
church  and  overturned.  By  a  Bummary  proceu 
of  the  young  men  took  it  upon  themxelves  to  cut  the 
knot  which  their  elders  thought  it  diffleult  to  untie. 
In  the  morning  the  tower  lay  upon  the  ground,  ox- 
tending  across  the  street,  inlerruptiog  travel,  the 
■pire  projecting  into  the  orchard  of  Mr,  Amos  Hall, 
complete  with  vano  and  lightning-rod.  What  the 
contiguouB  dwellers  thought  of  tlie  crash  in  the  niglit 
it  is  impossible  to  say,  but  daylight  revealed  the  dis- 
rnenibered  church  and  the  prostrate  lower,  to  the  no 
■mall  surprise  of  many  loolcers-on.  Subsequently  no 
■erious  objection  was  made  to  the  removal  of  the 
building.  Its  relics  were  distributed  about,  and  some 
of  them  could  have  been  seen  until  recently. 

The  fourth  pastor  of  this  church  was  Rev.  Enoch 
Sanford,  of  Berkley,  who  graduated  at  Brown  Uni- 
Tersity  in  the  class  of  1820,  and  was  subsequently 
tutor  in  that  institution  two  years.  He  studied  the- 
ology with  Calvin  Park,  D.D.,  Professor  of  Moral 
Philosophy  in  the  college,  and  was  admitted  to  orders 
in  the  mirystry,  by  die  Old  Colony  Association  at 
Berkley,  in  1822.  He  had  preached  n  year  iu  8ee- 
iLonk,  while  an  officer  in  the  college,  was  evangelical, 
but  not  high  Calviniatic,  and  conservative  in  his  sen- 
timents. As  there  were  in  Rayaham  a  number  verg- 
ing towards  Unitarianism,  it  was  thought  he  would 
not  be  unacceptable  to  the  different  parties,  and  after 
preaching  here  four  months  was  ordained  Oct.  2, 
1823.  The  vote  culling  him  waa  unanimous,  and  the 
■alary  five  hundred  dollars,  with  the  uae  of  the  par- 
sonage and  glebe.  At  his  ordination  agreat  Bssembly 
collected,  filling  the  house  below  and  above. 

After  a  service  of  nearly  twenty-five  years,  Mr. 
Sanford  resigned  iu  1847,  Notwithstanding  the  Uni- 
tarian withdrawal  during  that  period  the  church  in- 
creased and  prospered,  receiving  during  his  ministry 
one  hundred  and  twenty-live  new  members,  augment- 
ing its  numbers  from  eighty  to  one  hundred  and 
forty-nine.  Largely  through  his  inHuonce  the  so- 
ciety received  several  thousand  dollars  in  donations 
and  legacies.  The  Sab  bath -school  was  instituted  in 
1723,  and  Deacon  E.  B.  Deane  became  the  first  auper- 
Intendenl.  Amicable  relationa  were  maintained  with 
the  venerable  pastor  of  the  new  eodcty,  and  no  dis- 
sonance ever  arose.  In  tlie  superintendence  of  the 
public  schools  where  Mr.  Sanford  was  active  for 
thirty  years,  and  in  sustaining  the  various  public  in- 
-terests  of  the  community,  the  two  puatora  acted  cot- 
-dially  together. 

In  1824,  Mr.  Sanford  was  married  to  Miss  Caroline 
White,  of  Weymouth,  They  lived  for  more  than 
twenty  years  in  the  paraonage  house,  and  there  five 
children  were  born. 

The  church  now  standing  was  commenced  in  1832, 


The  corner-stone  was  laid  in  May,  with  religli 

and  the  house  soon  completed.    The  chuj 
sixty-eight  pewa,  and  coat  about  five  tin 
■and  dollars.     Itwaa  dedicated  tn  March,  1834.  IntfatJ 
presence  of  a  large  audience,  and  the  pewa  were  sub- 
sequently sold  for  a  thousand  dollars  more  than  ibt' 
cost  of  the  bouse. 

In  the  vntihule  of  the  house  where  the  stove  one* 
stood,  before  u  Ihrnace  for  warming  was  intrwluced, 
there  formerly  hung  a  glosa  cnae,  iutereatiiig  tn  the 
connubially  inclined,  in  which  the  publicntiun  of 
the  banns  of  intended  marriages  was  made  in  accord- 
ance with  the  ancient  law.  For  many  yean*  the  in- 
Btrumenlal  accompaniment  of  the  choir  coiiaiated  of 
Deacon  li^lijah  Gushce's  viol  and  the  double-boas  viol 
played  by  Mr.  C.  Sumner  Knapp.  When  ait  organ 
vraa  introduced,  in  subsequent  yeara,  Mr,  Ruel  Hall 
■ud  {after  his  decease]  Mr.  Edward  King  played  the 
instrument. 

The  disposition  of  the  old  house,  which  wna  per- 
mitted, to  stand  until  the  completion  of  the  new  one, 
has  been  related  on  a  previous  page.  After  iti 
destruction  the  town  had  uo  place  to  aaaemble  until 
tlie  present  hall  was  built.  One  town-meeting  was 
warned  upon  the  xite  of  the  demolished  church, 
convened  there  on  a  cold  day  in  November,  Aftw 
the  meeting  was  organized  in  the  open  air,  MBJor 
B.  Deane  invited  the  assembly  to  adjourn  to  ■  com- 
fortably warmed  building  in  the  viciuity.  The  suit 
which  tlie  town  brought  against  the  parish  for  dam- 
ages in  taking  down  the  church,  in  which  it  was  al- 
leged the  town  had  acquired  an  interest,  was  decided 
adversely  to  the  plaintifls.  It  appeared  that  the  )ts^ 
ish  had  acted  legally  in  appraising  the  pews  and  ten- 
dering payment  to  each  owner. 

Hev.  Robert  Carver,  a  graduate  of  Andover  Theo- 
logical Seminary,  was  settled  iu  1847. 

In  1853  he  was  elected  representative  to  the  Legis- 
lature, and  soon  after  resigned  his  pastoral  charge  to 
remove  to  Norton,  Subsequently  he  preached  iu 
South  Franklin.  At  the  commencement  of  the  Re- 
bellion he  bucame  chaplain  of  the  Seventh  Maasa- 
chusults  Itcglmunt,  and  was  pri-scnt  at  the  Seven 
Days'  battle  before  Richmond,  under  (ieu.  McClel- 
lun,  from  the  suffering  and  eicposure  of  which  hid 
health  became  impaired  beyond  permanent  recov- 
ery. Rev.  Mr.  Malthy,  of  Taunton,  preached  his 
funeral  sermon,  and  he  lica  iu  the  North  Gcmeti^ 
at  Taunton. 

Tlie  next  clergyman,  Rev.  John  Haskell,  devoted 
Ills  abilities  assiduously  to  the  ministerial  work.  Id- 
atalled  Jan.  15,  186t),  he  remained  about  Ave  years. 

The  Rev.  W.  J.  Breed,  who  succeeded  Mr.  Haskell, 
was  a  native  of  Taunton  and  a  graduate  of  Vale  Col- 
lege in  the  class  of  1831.  He  died  April,  1869,  aged 
fifty-nine  years. 

Rev.  F.  A.  Fisk  succeeded,  and  was  inducted  to 
the  settlement  by  public  services,  at  which  Rev.  Dr, 
Blake,  of  Taunton,  preached.    After  otHciatiog  ooe 
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year,  Mr.  Fisk  resigned  In  order  to  join  the  Episcopal 
Church. 

The  deacons  have  been:  1731,  John  Staples  and 
Samnel  Leonard;  1741,  Jonathan  Shaw;  1750,  Jona- 
than Hall  and  Edmund  Williams;  1761,  Elijah 
Lieonard  and  Israel  Washburn;  1780,  Jonathan 
Shaw;  1797,  Abiel  Williams  and  Oliver  Washburn; 
1819,  Lloyd  Shaw;  1824,  Horatio  Leonard;  1828, 
Eliab  B,  Deane  and  Elijah  Gushee;  1850,  Samuel 
Jones.* 

The  Baptist  Chnroh.— Dr.  Fobes  stated,  in  1798, 
that  there  were  one  thousand  inhabitants  in  Rayn- 
ham,  one-sixth  of  whom  were  Baptists.  When  there 
was  no  distinction  between  town  and  parish  all  the 
inhabitants  were  required  by  law  to  pay  the  assess- 
ments laid  for  ministerial  support.  In  178n  the  town 
voted  not  to  compel  those  who  professed  to  be  Baptists 
to  pay  the  clerical  tax  for  the  support  of  a  minister 
whose  preaching  they  could  not  conscientiously  at- 
tend, alleging  that  "  to  compel  them  to  pay  it  would 
endanger  that  peace  and  harmony  which  should  sub- 
sist in  a  town  society." 

The  Baptist  Church  was  organized  in  1839,  and  a 
house  of  worship  built  a  few  years  afler.  Rev.  Eb- 
enezer  Briggs  became  the  first  pastor,  and  under  his 
ministrations  the  church  largely  increased.  He  for- 
merly lived  on  the  shores  of  Long  Pond,  in  Middle- 
l>orough,  where,  upon  his  own  farm,  he  maintained 
a  generous  hospitality.  His  preaching  was  earnest, 
faithful,  and  effective,  and  his  correct  life  reflected  the 
sincerity  of  his  heart 

Rev.  Ephraim  Ward,  of  Middleborough,  a  gradu- 
ate of  Brown  University,  succeeded  Mr.  Briggs,  and 
preached  acceptably  three  years,  when  he  resigned 
and  removed  to  Illinois.  In  1846,  Rev.  Silas  Hall 
became  minister,  and  has  since  been  followed  by  a 
number  of  preachers,  who  remained  but  a  short  term 
each. 

The  deacons  of  this  church  are  Godfrey  Robinson, 
Esq.,  and  Capt.  William  King.  The  chief  benefactor 
and  patron  of  the  society  was  Mr.  Asa  King,  whose 
life  is  included  in  the  published  "Genealogy  of  the 
King  Family." 

Unitarian  Church.'— For  several  years  Mr.  San- 
ford  maintained  pulpit  exchanges  with  the  neighbor- 
ing clergy  indiscriminately,  but  when  the  distinction 
between  orthodoxy  and  Unitarianism  became  more 
accurately  defined,  he  deemed  it  inconsistent  with  his 
duty  to  continue  exchanges  with  ministers  of  the  latter 
denomination.  This  refusal  raised  opposition  from  a 
portion  of  the  church  and  society,  which  presently 
took  a  definite  form  and  expression.  While  Mr.  San- 
ford  was  absent  at  the  anniversaries  in  Boston,  the 
dissatisfied  members  prepared  a  remonstrance  re- 
questing him  not  to  discontinue  such  exchanges, 
stating  therein  that  his  settlement  was  on  the  expec- 
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tation  that  ministerial  intercourse  should  be  main- 
tained alike  with  liberal  and  orthodox  clergymen 
irrespectively. 

On  his  return  another  memorial  was  presented,  de- 
siring him  to  regulate  the  matter  of  exchanges  accord- 
ing to  his  own  judgment  and  discretion,  declaring  that 
his  settlement  was  not  on  the  expectation  that  he 
should  exchange  with  Unitarians.  This  paper  was 
signed  by  about  two-thirds  of  the  voting  members  of 
the  church  and  society.  Prior  to  this  time  the  line 
of  separation  had  never  been  so  clearly  drawn.  There 
were  articles  of  faith  adopted  and  formerly  used  by 
the  church  in  admitting  members.  This  creed  and 
covenant  was  similar  to  that  of  other  evangelical 
churches,  but  had  been  lost  or  suppressed  during  Mr. 
HulTs  ministry. 

These  discords  resulted  in  the  formation  of  a  Uni- 
tarian Society  in  1828,  comprising  twenty-five  of  the 
church  and  a  portion  of  the  society.  The  new  organ- 
ization, styled  the  Second  CongregaUonal  Society, 
included  some  of  the  most  respected  and  influential 
families  in  the  town.  They  first  worshiped  in  Ga^t 
Reuben  Hall's  public  hall,  and  at  length  built  a 
church  a  little  north  of  the  first  church,  on  land 
presented  by  Ellis  Hall,  Esq.,  and  engaged  Rev. 
Simeon  Doggett,  of  Mendon,  for  their  minister,  who 
continued  to  preach  while  the  organization  was  main- 
tained. 

The  new  society  received  few  accessions,  and  at  the 
end  of  a  dozen  years  services  were  discontinued,  and 
a  portion  of  the  congregation  and  their  pastor  attended 
public  worship  at  the  old  church. 

Before  the  separation  was  accomplished  various 
circumstances  occurred  tending  to  a  division.  Some 
wished  to  introduce  the  Unitarian  hymn•^book.  The 
leader  of  the  choir,  Mr.  Otis  Washburn,  conferred 
with  Mr.  San  ford  upon  the  expediency  of  the  change, 
who  advised  to  leave  the  decision  to  the  church.  New 
books  were,  however,  distributed  among  the  choir 
without  further  consultation.  On  the  following  Sun- 
day, when  the  hymn  was  announced  from  Watts  as 
usual,  the  choir  remained  silent.  In  the  afternoon 
Mr.  Wheeler  Wilbur  volunteered  to  lead  the  tune, 
and  the  choir  followed  in  the  accustomed  hymn.  Soon 
afler,  at  a  meeting  of  the  church  and  society,  a  ma- 
jority determined  to  make  no  change  in  the  hymn- 
book. 

Subsequently,  difficulties  arose  concerning  the  funds 
of  the  first  society,  the  trustees  of  which  were  Horatio 
I^onard,  Maj.  John  Gilmore,  and  others,  who  were 
all  among  the  seceders.  They  refused  to  pay  over 
the  income  of  the  investment.  Suit  was  brought,  and 
the  case  conducted  by  Z.  Eddy,  of  Middleborough, 
carried  before  the  Supreme  Gourt,  where  the  decision 
was  in  favor  of  the  first  society,  on  the  ground  that 
the  funds  were  originally  given  to  it,  and  those  who 
withdrew  from  the  society  could  not  lawfully  carry 
any  portion  of  the  funds  with  them.  The  income 
then  was  about  two  liundred  dollars,  formerly  it  had. 


been  more.  Not  long  alter  Capt.  Edwurd  Leonard 
left  to  the  society  by  liia  will  a  legacy  of  one  tlioueand 
doUnni  and  land  worth  eight  hundred  dollan,  He 
bIho  gave  one  thousand  dollars  to  the  Uiiit«rian  So- 
ciety in  behalf  of  bis  brother  Snmuel,  who  intended 
to  make  the  bequeitt  had  he  executed  a  will. 

Hev,  Simeon  Doggett,  pastor  of  the  Unitarian 
Church,  came  from  Mendon  to  Daynham  soon  al^er 
the  fonnation  of  the  church  in  1828,  and  died  in  1852. 
He  WBB  the  first  preceptor  of  Brislol  Academy,  a 
icholarly  man  of  dignified  habits,  and  highly  re- 
apecteil  for  hia  worth.  He  married  a  daughter  of  Dr. 
Fobea,  and  lived  at  the  Centre,  in  the  house  now  oc- 
cupied by  E.  B.  Dean.  Hie  will,  on  record  at  the 
probate  oRice,  commences  thus:  " Impressed  with  the 
words  of  the  prophet  Idaiah,  who  said  to  UeKekiah, 
'Set  thine  house  in  order,  for  thou  shalt  die  and  not 
live.'"  His  funeral  sermon  was  preached  by  Rev. 
Oharlea  Brigham,  of  Taunton. 

The  Union  Cliarch  at  North  Baynham'  was  or- 
ganized in  1876,  the  following  being  the  original 
menibera:  Willard  M.  Oopeland,  Mrs.  W.  M.  Oope- 
land,  Lafayette  Dean,  Mrs.  Cassnnder  Gilmore,  Bar- 
Hum  Hall.  Edwin  B.  Hall,  Mrs.  Hiram  E.  Hall,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  J.  Frank  Hall,  Mrs.  Harriet  E.  Howard, 
Mrs.  Julia  A.  Kelly,  Mra.  James  8.  Leacli,  Mrs.  S. 
fiusaell  Lincoln,  Rev.  and  Mrs.  C.  A.  G.  Thuwlou, 
Mrs.  John  D.  Thompson,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ebenezer  B. 
Towns,  Mra.  Charles  £.  Wetberell,  Mrs.  Sarah  E. 
Wilbur,  Bamum  Hall  and  E.  B.  Towne,  deacons, 
Willard  M.  Copeland,  clerk  and  treasurer. 

This  society  was  established  in  accordance  with  a 
liberal  bequest  of  Martin  Luther  Hatl,  of  Brookline, 
ft  native  of  North  Baynhara,  son  of  the  late  Beth  and 
Selina  Hall.  He  was  a  Boston  merchant,  and  died 
Feb.  19,  1875,  at  the  age  of  seventy -three  years,  leav- 
ing in  his  will  a  bequest  of  fifleen  thousand  dollars  to 
purchase  the  land  and  build  a  church  for  the  "  North 
Raynham  Religious  Society  for  Christian  worship 
forever,"  the  trustees  being  his  brotheni,  Biiruum 
Hall,  John  O.  Hall  (of  Boston),  and  Cuasandei  Gil- 
more,  of  North  Raynham.  A  handsome  and  tasteful 
church  edifice  was  erected  in  187<i,  in  compliance  with 
bequest,  by  the  trustees  co-operating  with  Deacon  E. 
B.  Towne,  and  was  dedicated  in  November  of  that 
cenlennial  year.  The  two  latter  trustees  have  de- 
ceased since  the  church  was  completed.  Rev.  C,  A. 
O.  Thurston  was  called  us  first  pastor.  Ho  subse- 
quently reuigned,  and  since  that  time  the  society  has 
had  no  settled  minister,  but  regular  services  are  held, 
and  the  Sunday-school  with  scholars  is  in  a  prosper- 
ous condition.  Edwin  B.  Hall  wus  the  first  Hiiperiii- 
tendent. 

Baptist  ChOToh.' — The  Baptist  Society  in  Rayn- 
ham was  organized  in  1811.  Meetings  were  held  at 
the  house  of  Asa  King,  and  preaching  services  con- 
ducted by  Rev.  Jauies  Bornaby,  Rev.  Silas  Hall,  and 
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Others.  In  May,  181S,  Rev.  Ebeneter  Brigg«,  paaUr 
of  the  Fourth  Baptist  Church  in  Middlebo  rough,  com- 
menced preaching  for  the  Raynham  Society  one- 
fourth  of  the  time,  and  thus  continued  his  labors  for 
fifteen  years.  From  1880until  184S  he  preached  oue- 
halfof  the  time.  Previous  to  1831  he  baptisod  five 
or  uix  of  the  Raynham  people.  Theee  joined  the 
Fourth  Bup^st  Church  in  Middleborough.  la  1S31 
he  baptiie<l  twenty-two  in  Raynham.  Froui  this  date 
until  1839  the  Rayuham  people  were  known  ai  a 
branch  of  the  Fourth  Baptist  Church  in  Middle- 
borough. 

In  1832  the  church  edifice  was  erected  at  au  t 
pense  of  about  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollar*. 
King,  Nathan  Williams,  Goilfrey  Robinson,  Doriue- 
nio  Hall,  Turner  E.  King,  aud  Job  Robinsou  were 
the  largest  contributors  to  this  object.  Alter  the  com- 
pletion of  the  edifice  the  pewi  were  sold  and  the 
money  pul  on  interest  for  the  benefit  of  the  society. 
AddititMis  were  afterwards  made  U>  thin  fund  by 
Joseph  Hall,  Alvin  Dean,  and  Bathiheba  Caawell. 
The  society  now  owns  twenty-seven  sharea  in  the 
Bristol  County  Bank,  and  has  three  hundred  dollan 
in  the  Taunton  Savings-Bank.  The  income  i»  annu- 
ally appropriated  for  tlie  support  of  preaching. 

In  1834  a  deep  religious  interest  prevailed.     Rer. 

D.  M.  Crane,  a  student  of  Pierce  Academy,  preached 
evenings  and  alternate  Sundays  for  a  year  or  more. 
Id  the  summer  of  that  year  Elder  Briggs  bapiiied 
forty-seven  persons  in  Raynham.  From  this  daM 
until  164^,  Professor  Briggs  or  students  from  Pierce 
Acadeniy  freiiuenlly  occupied  the  puli)it  on  the  alter-  ^ 
nate  Sundays.  "^ 

The  church  was  legally  organized  April  6,  1837. 
The  following  are  the  names  of  the  constituent  mem- 
bers, all  of  them  being  dismissed  from  the  Fourth 
Baptist  Church  in  Middleborough  ;  Nathan  Williams, 
Lucy  Williams,  Turner  E.  King,  Charity  Washburn, 
liebecca  King,  Thankful  King,  Philip  King,  William 
P.  King,  Lucindu  King,  Samuel  Shaw,  Jr.,  Rachel 
Shaw.  Mary  Leonard.  Serena  T.  Leonard,  Uuniiah 
Robinson,  Lucy  Hall,  Polly  Allen,  Mary  Allen,  Wil- 
liam King,  Atdclia  King,  Job  Robinson,  Ahiather 
Leonard,  Alice  Leonard,  Morrill  Robinson,  Mary  S. 
Robinson,  Hannah  Hall,  Achsah  Reol,  Elviit  Aim 
White,  Philo  Leonard,  Serena  K.  Leonard,  Snranus 

E.  I.eonanI,  Augustus  L,  Pratt,  Voshti  Prutt,  Sidney 
Leonard,  Hannah  Leonard,  Amasa  Leonard,  Dorme- 
nio  Hull,  Anna  Hail,  Enoch  King,  Elvira  King,  Silos 
King,  Jr.,  Lucy  King,  Godfrey  Robinson,  Alauson 
Shaw,  Elijah  Dean,  Haniiuh  Dean,  Martha  8.  Wil- 
liams, Abigail  King,  Mary  Ann  Hull,  Phebe  K.  Hall, 
Eugenia  Hull,  Eliuibeth  Ann  Waterman,  Silas  S. 
King,  Philip  K.  Dean,  Nancy  Dean.  William  R.  Rich- 
mond, Abigail  Richmond,  Rennet  Perkius,  William 
W.  King,  Fanny  Hooper,  Cbloe  Leach,  Lerenda 
King,  Hatlishcbu  King.  Julia  K.  LconanI,  Kexiah 
I^eouard,  Sarah  Leonard,  Phebe  Leonard,  Sarah 
Waterman,  Susan  Hail,  Mary  Eaton,  Edirard  Quahee, 
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Fanny  D.  Gushee,  Betsey  B.  Bump,  Abigail  Shaw, 
Caroline  E.  Shaw. 

Dec.  7, 1889,  Gkxifrey  Robinson  was  chosen  clerk  of 
the  church,  and  filled  that  office  nearly  thirty-five 
years.  At  the  same  date  William  King  was  chosen  for 
one  of  the  deacons,  and  Sept.  12,  1840,  Gh)dfrey  Rob- 
inson was  chosen  for  the  other.  These  two  performed 
the  duties  of  this  office  for  many  years,  the  former 
most  of  the  time  until  Jan.  31, 1880,  when  the  present 
deacons  were  chosen.  Enoch  King  has  served  as 
deacon  for  several  years. 

Elder  Briggs  baptized  eleven  in  1840.  In  1842, 
Rev.  A.  VV.  Carr,  a  student  from  Pierce  Academy, 
nide<l  the  pastor  in  an  extensive  revival.  Fourteen 
were  baptized  in  July  of  that  year. 

Feb.  22,  1848,  Rev.  Ephraini  Ward  was  ordained 
pastor  of  the  church,  and  cnntinncil  as  such  about 
three  years.  Jle  was  followed  by  Rev.  Silas  Hall  for 
one  year.  From  1847  to  1855  the  church  had  no 
pastor.  Rev.  Abijah  S.  Lion,  Rev.  Charles  Randall, 
Rev.  Richard  Lentell,  Rev.  Ebenezer  Briggs,  Rev. 
Silas  Hall,  and  others  supplied  the  pulpit. 

In  January,  1855,  Rev.  James  Andem  became 
pastor.  During  his  pastorate  five  were  baptized  and 
the  church  was  reorganized.  Only  those  who  signed 
the  covenant  anew,  thus  pledging  themselves  to  at- 
tend the  meetings  of  the  church,  were  aAerwards 
considered  as  members. 

In  1855  the  present  parsonage  was  erected,  costing 
sixteen  hundred  dollars.  This  expense  was  borne  by 
individual  proprietors.  It  is  now  owned  in  part  by 
proprietors  and  in  part  by  the  Baptist  Society. 

In  May,  1857,  Rev.  William  Reed  entered  upon  his 
duties  as  pastor.  He  baptized  fifteen  in  1858,  and 
continued  his  pastoral  labors  until  January,  18G0. 
Rev.  Thomas  Atwood  was  the  next  pastor.  Twenty- 
four  were  baptized  by  him  in  1860.  Rev.  John  Blain 
supplied  the  church  with  preaching  for  nearly  a  year, 
closing  his  labors  in  the  spring  of  1863.  In  the  July 
following  Rev.  Lumin  Kinney  was  chosen  pastor, 
and  remained  as  such  over  two  years.  In  1866,  Rev. 
Asa  Bronson  occupied  the  pulpit  from  April  until 
November.  Rev.  Ambler  Eklson  was  pastor  from 
March,  1867,  until  January,  1870.  He  baptized  fif- 
teen. 

During  the  summer  of  1870  the  meeting-house  was 
thoroughly  remodeled  inside  and  provided  with  a 
furnace,  at  an  expense  of  about  two  thousand  dollars. 

Rev.  Albert  Cblburn  served  the  church  as  pastor 
from  November,  1870,  until  May,  1878,  and  Rev.  J. 
W.  Lathrop  from  November,  1873,  until  November, 
1875,  baptizing  six  in  1874.  In  December,  1875,  Rev. 
T.  C.  Tingley  was  unanimously  chosen  pastor.  He 
baptized  eleven  in  1877.  The  church  then  numbered 
one  hundred  and  four. 

In  1863,  Amos  Robinson  was  licensed  by  the  church 
to  preaeh  the  gospel,  and  in  1877,  William  K.  Miller 
received  from  the  church  a  similar  license.  Both  have 
been  preaching  in  Iowa. 


W.  K.  Miller  served  as  church  clerk  for  two  years. 
Aug.  4, 1877,  the  present  clerk  was  choeen. 

In  1840  the  Raynham  Church  was  received  into  the 
Old  Colony  Baptist  Association,  and  remained  con- 
nected with  that  Association  until  1860,  then  it  united 
with  the  Taunton  Baptist  Association. 

The  present  officers  are  Rev.  T.  C.  Tingley,  pastor ; 
J.  G.  Robinson,  O.  T.  Dean,  deacons ;  J.  M.  Man- 
ning, clerk. 

Inoorporatioii  of  the  Town.— Raynham  was  sel 
off  from  Taunton  and  incorporated  as  a  separate  town 
April  1,  1731.  Among  other  things  the  act  of  incor- 
poration provided  "  that  the  inhabitants  of  said  town 
do,  within  the  space  of  three  years  from  the  publica- 
tion of  this  act,  procure  and  settle  a  learned  and  or- 
thodox minister  of  good  conversation,  and  make 
provision  for  his  comfortable  and  honorable  support, 
and  likewise  provide  a  schoolmaster  to  instruct  their 
children  to  read  and  write." 

The  council  ordered  Ebenezer  Robinson,  one  of  the 
principal  inhal)itants,  to  warn  a  meeting  of  the  citi- 
zens to  choose  town  officers.  The  warrant  was  issued 
under  the  authority  and  in  the  fourth  year  of  the 
reign  of  His  Miyesty  George  II. 

At  the  first  town-meeting  Samuel  Leonard,  Jr.,  was 
chosen  town  clerk,  and  John  Staples,  Samuel  Leonard, 
and  Ebenezer  Robinson  selectmen. 

In  1732,  John  White  was  chosen  clerk  of  the  market. 

Elijah  Dean  and  Thomas  Baker  were  elected  ti th- 
ing-men. 

Seleotmen,  Town  Clerks,  and  Bepresentatives 
from  1731  to  1884^  have  been  as  follows  : 


SILXOTMSN. 


1731.  John  SteplM. 

Kbenmwr  RoMnton. 

ShftdnMsh  Wlllrar. 
1733.  Joseph  Jonct. 

John  White. 

JMoh  HalL 
1744.  Jonmthftn  Shaw. 
1748.  Joaiah  Kdmn. 
1751.  Beth  Leonard. 

Kdniund  WlUlemt. 
1764.  Israel  Washbdrn. 

Joseph  Dean. 
1766.  ElUah  Leonard. 
1760.  Ebeneser  BiittoD. 
1762.  Benjamin  King. 
1776.  Joshua  Leonard. 

Jof  eph  l>ean. 
1776.  Jonathan  Hall. 
1778.  Oaroallel  Leonard. 

Paul  Leonard. 

1781.  Stephen  Dean. 
Josish  Dean. 

1782.  Andrew  Qilmore. 
Ablel  Williaois. 
Miison  Shaw. 

1786.  Col.  Jonatlian  Shaw. 
Amos  Hall. 
Thonms  Dean. 

1787.  John  Oilmore. 
1792.  George  Williams. 


1706.  Renben  Hall. 

1708.  Abraham  Hatbawaj. 

1805.  Beth  Dean. 
William  Byram. 

1804.  Oodfrej  Bobfnsoa. 

1806.  Nehemlah  Jonn. 
Thomas  Leonard. 

1807.  Barsillal  King. 
Bdward  Leonard. 

1818.  8eth  Washburn. 
1814.  Lloyd  Shaw. 
1820.  Ospt.  Samuel  Wilbur. 
1826.  Amos  HalL 

SylTester  Robinson. 
1824.  Nathan  Williams. 

'    Silas  King. 
1826.  Sylvester  Robinson. 
1831.  Warren  Lincoln. 
1882.  Silas  Shaw. 
1833.  Bli  K.  Washburn. 
1836.  Leonldss  Dean. 
Knoch  King. 

1841.  Ziba  Wilbur. 
John  Tracy. 
Job  Robinson. 

1842.  Ablsha  Lincoln. 
1846.  Jahasiah  King. 

1846.  Absalom  Leonard. 

1847.  Amos  R.  Hall. 

1848.  Charles  Robinson. 


1  For  continuation  of  BepreseutatlTss  see  Appendix. 
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1H6.  AbUlborUooii 


Many  members  of  tlje  board  of  eeleutmeD  served  a 
number  of  years;  tlie  Uate  of  election  only  ia  giveu. 


TOWN  OLKaKS 

mi.  B>nii.>1  l«.Bud, 

1T*B.  J«lml.  PwD, 

lasi.  V 

lYOi.  ZaphiDlih  LwDud 

177T.  MooqSU.-. 

1781.  RflUrl  Drliwn. 

IMS.  C 

IMS.  S. 

1»».  Jg.1^  B«n. 

IKO.  llDimtla  Lwnird. 

Refrbsentativgs  to  the  Qbnbrai.  Court. — 
"  By  reason  of  the  Bmalloeaii  of  the  town"  no  repre- 
BenUttive  v/aa  cliosen  for  tlie  lirst  thirty  years  of  tt« 
eiistence,  Then  each  town  paid  iu  own  repreeeuta- 
tive.  In  1759,  Zeplmaiah  Leonard  ivaa  chosen  but 
declined  to  servo.  The  next  year  the  town  was  fined 
for  not  choosing  a  reprMentative,  aiid  Josiah  Dean 
was  delegated  to  petition  the  Qeneritl  Court  to  remit 
the  fine.  In  1788  and  1769,  Zephaniah  Leonard  was 
chosen  to  represent  the  town,  and  received  £7  7a.  6J. 
for  the  two  years'  service.  This  sum  he  gave  to  the 
public  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  a  lot  for  the 
proposed  new  meeting-houHe. 

Benjamin  King  was  chosen  in  1774,  and  also  to  act 
AS  delegate  to  the  Provincial  Congress  which  met  at 
Salem  in  October  of  that  year.  In  1776  lie  was  ^aiu 
chosen,  and  in 


117T.  ZephtnlJLh  Lwm 


To  lli(  connoUoo  for  nl 
lyiBf  UplWlSUlMOanil 

3.  So  III  Wubbuni. 


2.  iiudrraj  Boblnaan. 


IB2S.  S>inu>^]  Waiiur. 


\iW.  EiiM  L.  Winiuu. 


Huilar  Gil  num. 
nuu<i«  Hull. 
nUIW  Ktug. 

«.  Uvtwt  <kr>er. 


lues,  tlaurr  U.C 
IBO«  Tbfodunl) 


"  In  the  north  part  of  the  town  are  n  number  of 
intelligent  and  thrifty  families  of  African  descent. 
Tlieir  ancestor  was  Tobey  Oilniore,  a  servantof  John 
Gilinore  the  6th.  He  served  in  the  Revolutionary 
*rmy,  was  servant  to  Gen.  Washington,  his  particular 
duty  being  the  care  of  the  general'a  tents.  He  saved 
his  bounty,  bought  land,  and  founded  a  family.  Fie 
died  April  19, 1812;  lies  in  the  North  Cemetery,  under 


a  blue  headstone,  and  numerous  desceodknta  hara 
preserved  his  name.  One  Boland,  who  became  a 
Tory  in  the  Revolution,  formerly  occupied  the  lend 
confiscated  and  sold  to  Tobey.  It  vibsequeittly  ap- 
peared that  Boland  held  only  a  life  interest  In  tbe 
land,  and  the  State  repaid  his  heirs  twenty  thousand 
dollars  about  the  year  1845,  to  indemnify  lliem  for 
the  sale. 

"  Cuir  Leonard,  a  colored  citizen  of  this  town,  who 
died  in  182S,  was  eight  years  in  the  Uevolutiuiinry 
army,  a  part  of  the  time  in  the  ranks,  and  a  part  of 
the  time  as  servant  of  Governor  Brooks.  CulT  was 
brought  up  in  the  family  of  Capt.  Joshua  Leonard, 
Ttoai  whom  he  derived  his  surname.  Tradition  aaya 
ho  cajitured  six  Ilessians  one  night,  when  on  picket 
tfuard,  and  brought  tliem  into  camp.  He  was  at 
the  buttle  of  Saratoga  and  surrender  of  Uurgoyne. 
He  received  a  pension,  lived  comfortably  nejir  the 
bouse  of  Mr.  Macy  Wllliums,  aud  left  a  son  Charles, 
famed  for  bis  amiability,  intelligcuue,  and  debonair 
manners." 

For  many  years  after  the  organization  of  the  toitn 
few  debts  were  incurred.  Money  was  scant,  and  stren- 
uous eflbrCs  were  made  to  avoid  liabilities.  In  17M 
the  town  voted  "  that  their  treasurer  receive  the  bar- 
iron  duo  to  the  town  on  their  half-share  on  the  old 
iron-works,  and  that  he  dispose  of  a  part  of  it  to  buy 
a  funeral  pall  for  tlie  use  of  the  town,  aud  keep  the 
remainder  till  further  ordered." 

"  It  was  put  to  vote  to  determine  if  the  town  would 
add  three  hundred  pounds,  old  tenor,  to  Rev.  Mr. 
Wales'  salary,  in  order  to  raise  it  to  four  hundred 
pounds,  one-tliird  to  be  paid  in  bai^lmn  ut  uiue 
pounds  |H!r  liundrcJ weight,  the  othur  Iwo-tliinis  iu 
provisions, — Indian  coru  at  twenty  shillings  prr 
bushel,  rye  tliirty  sliilliugs,  beef  eighteen  pence  |ier 
pound,  which  sum,  reduced  to  sterling  money,  is  lilly- 
three  pounds,  six  aliillings,  eight  pence,"  and  was 
voted  in  the  alflrmiilivc. 


BIOGRAPHICAL    SKETCHES 


ClIAIlI.Ea  HOBINSON. 
As  the  orthography  indicates,  tbe  Robinson  family 
originated  in  tbe  Highlanila  of  Scotland,  where  for 
many  years  they  bore  a  prominent  part  in  tlit)  stir- 
ring events  of  that  country's  history.  looter  they 
emigrated  to  the  north  of  Ireland,  and  became  lead- 
ing Protestants  and  earnest  opposers  of  the  I'ugial 

Oaiii  liobinson,  the  first  American  ancestor,  brought 
to  this  country  with  him  recommendations  from  tlie 
leading  I'rotestjint  churches  and  churchmen  iu  Ire- 
land. He  landed  at  Plymouth,  lived  a  while  at  both 
Uraintree  and  Pembroke,  hut  linally  settled  iu  Lust 
llridgewater.  His  wife  was  Margaret  Walsou,  by 
whom  he  had  several  vJiildren,  one  of  whom  veaa  a 
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sergeant  in  the  French  war,  under  G^n.  Winslow, 
and  died  in  Nova  Scotia.  Gain'  died  in  East  Bridge- 
water  in  1768,  aged  eighty-one.  His  wife  died  in 
1777,  aged  seventy-seven. 

Oain\  son  of  Gain*,  was  born  in  1724.  He  married 
a  Dyer.  They  had  nine  children.  He  died  of  small- 
pox in  1778. 

Oain^f  son  of  Gain*,  married  a  Gardner,  by  whom 
he  reared  a  family,  of  whom  Dyer^  was  one.  He  was 
bom  Feb.  28, 1766.  He  married  Abigail,  daughter  of 
Abishai  Stetson,  1787,  and  settled  in  South  Bridge- 
water.  Their  children  were  Clara,  born  Nov.  19, 
1787,  died  Oct.  12,  1859;  Increase,  born  Dec.  26, 
1789,  died  July  17, 1869;  Dyer,  born  Oct.  16, 1792, 
died  Feb.  16,  1878 ;  Gad,  born  Nov.  18,  1796,  died 
May  27,  1880;  Jacob,  born  Oct.  24,  1798;  Charles, 
born  Oct  16,  1800;  Salome,  born  March  3,  1808; 
Nabby,  born  May  26,  1806;  Enoch,  bom  July  81, 
1808. 

Dyer  was  by  occupation  a  forgeman  in  iron-works, 
and  his  sons  were  brought  up  to  the  same  business. 
Chdrle$  and  Enoch  early  became  practical  iron-work- 
ers, and  Charles,  when  a  young  man,  was  employed 
in  the  office  of  Lazell  Perkins  &  Co.  (now  Bridge- 
water  Iron  Company).  He  was  also  at  one  time  en- 
gaged, with  an  uncle  of  his,  at  Marshfield,  Mass., 
trading,  and  when  about  twenty  years  old  spent  one. 
winter  in  North  Carolina  on  a  trading  expedition. 
About  1828  he  came  to  East  Taunton  as  agent  for 
Horatio  Leonard  &  Co.,  the  then  owners  of  what  is 
now  Old  Colony  Iron- Works.  The  position  he  filled 
was  equivalent  to  general  manager  or  supervisor  of 
the  entire  works,  which  consisted  in  nail  and  tack 
manufacturing  and  rolling  iron,  togetlier  with  a  store 
for  furniflhing  RUpplics  to  the  operatives.  Some  years 
later  the  style  of  the  firm  was  changed  to  Taunton 
Iron  Company.  In  the  stock  of  this  company  both 
Charles  and  Enoch  Robinson  became  shareholders, 
and  Charles  still  retained  the  general  management. 
In  1842  the  works  suspended,  or  rather  an  assignment 
was  made  to  trustees,  in  order  to  have  the  affairs  of 
the  concern  looked  into  and  settled  up.  This  inves- 
tigation resulted  in  finding  the  business  solvent  and 
capable  of  paying  all  indebtedness.  In  1843  the 
works  were  sold  at  auction,  and  bought  in  by  a  syn- 
dicate, of  which  Charles  and  Enoch  Robinson  were 
members.  In  1844  it  was  reorganized  and  incor- 
porated as  Old  Colony  Iron  Company,  and  was  offi- 
cered as  follows:  Samuel  L.  Crocker,  president; 
Charles  Robinson,  as  agent  and  secretary;  George 
A.  Crocker,  as  treasurer;  and  Enoch  Robinson,  as 
superintendent.  About  1866,  Charles  was  chosen 
treasurer.  lie  held  the  position  of  secretary  till 
1866,  when  his  son,  Cliarles  T.,  was  chosen  in  his 
stead.  He  continued,  however,  as  treasurer  of  the 
company  to  the  time  of  his  death.  Upon  the  reor- 
ganization of  the  company  in  1844  they  greatly  en- 
larged the  sphere  of  their  operations,  and  from  that 
time  to  the  present  they  h^y^  year  by  year  added  to 


their  facilities  and  increased  their  production.  In 
August,  1881,  they  met  with  a  very  considerable  loss 
in  the  destraction  by  fire  of  their  nail-factory  Und 
steam  tack-plate  mill.  Instead  of  rebuilding  the 
nail-factory,  they  purchased  what  was  known  as  the 
Somerset  Iron  Company's  works,  located  at  Somerset, 
Mass.  This  mill  is  now  a  part  of  and  conducted  under 
the  charter  of  the  Old  Colony  Iron  Company.  The 
tack-plate  mill  was  rebuilt,  and  that  department  of . 
the  business  is  continued  at  East  Taunton,  as  before. 
Prior  to  the  fire  they  manufactured  more  nails  than 
any  other  one  concem  in  New  England,  their  pro- 
duction having  reached  as  high  as  one  hundred  and 
thirty  thousand  kegs  in  one  year.  They  now  make  a 
specialty  of  shovels,  and  also  do  a  large  business  in 
rolling  all  kinds  of  iron  plates  for  the  manufacture  of 
tacks  and  for  various  other  purposes. 

Mr.  Robinson  was  at  different  periods  stockholder  i. 
and  director  in  the  Bridgewater  Iron  Company,  Par-  * 
ker  Mills,  Weymouth  Iron  Company,  Taunton  Loco- 
motive Manufacturing  Company,  and  Taunton  Oil 
Cloth  Company.  He  was  a  very  successfbl  business 
man,  and  continued  in  business  up  to  the  time  of 
his  death.  He  was  a  Whig  and  Republican  in  poli- 
tics ;  was  selectman  in  town  many  years,  and  was  a 
member  of  the  Unitarian  Church  at  Taunton.  He 
married  Ann  M.  Keith,  Nov.  £4, 1826 ;  she  was  the 
daughter  of  Zenith  and  Jane  H.  (Carey)  Keith,  of 
East  Bridgewater.  They  had  five  children, — Charles 
T.,  Lucy  Ann,  Albert  Jenks,  Theodore  (deceased), 
and  Edgar.  Mr.  Robinson  died  Feb.  8, 1882,  in  the 
eighty-second  year  of  his  age,  he  having  been  bora 
Oct.  16, 1800. 

Enoch  Eobimon  was  born  July  81,  1808.  He  had 
even  less  opportunities  for  education  than  had  most 
boys  of  that  period,  as  he  only  attended  school  one 
three-months'  session,  but  by  applying  himself  dili- 
gently to  study  at  home  during  his  leisure  hours  he 
managed  to  obtain  a  very  fair  English  education. 

At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  went  to  East  Bridge- 
water  and  worked  eighteen  months  for  his  brother 
Jacob ;  then  to  South  Bridgewater,  where  he  finished 
his  trade,  making  forgings  of  all  kinds  for  Lazell 
Perkins  &  Co. ;  then  in  1829  came  to  East  Taunton. 

Like  his  brother  Charles,  he  leamed  his  trade  as 
iron  forger,  making  anchors,  etc.,  as  soon  as  old  enough, 
and  in  1829  he  came  to  East  Taunton  and  b4gan  work 
in  the  mills  of  which  he  is  now  superintendent.  ThQ 
development  of  this  industry  from  its  small  beginning 
to  its  present  large  proportions  has  been  largely  due 
to  the  efficient  management  and  superintendence  of 
the  Robinson  brothers,  and  it  stands  to-day  a  monu- 
ment to  their  skill,  enterprise,  and  ability.  Mr.  Rob- 
inson has  devoted  himself  strictly  to  his  business,  and 
has  sedulously  avoided,  so  far  as  in  his  power,  all 
offices.  He  has,  however,  been  one  of  the  selectmen  ' 
of  his  town  since  1848,  and  was  a  member  of  the  State 
Legislature  in  1860.  He  has  been  ever  since  its  or- 
ganization one  of  the  directors  of  the  Old  Colony 
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IroD  Cotnpkii^,  and  ia  alio  director  of  the  Bridgewater 
Iron-Works,  the Wey  moutb  Iron-Workii,  Parker  Mi!U, 
theTauDtoD  LocomotiFe-WorkR,apd  a  shareholder  in 
all  of  them;  also  in  the  Tauntoa  Oil  ClotJi  Coiupany. 
He  is  a  Republican  in  politic*.  In  1S34  he  married 
Sophia  V.  Saundert,  daughl«r  of  William  Baundert, 
of  Rajnhain,  by  whom  he  had  six  childreD, — Bnocb 
(deceased),  Amanda  L.,  Henry  H.,  Nabum  B.  (de- 
ceased), Caroline  E.,  and  Nahnm  B.'  Mr.  Ilobiiisou 
married,  second,  Muncy  T.  Jewett ;  no  issue.  His 
third  and  present  wife  is  Julia  (King),  daughter  of 
Daniel  Hall,  of  Marlon.  They  have  one  child, — 
Marie  Dyer. 

Of  the  children  above  named,  Nahum  S.  is  located 
at  Souiervet,  and  ia  one  of  the  proprlcton  of  that 
branch  of  the  business.  Henry  is  with  his  father  in 
Raynham,  and  is  assistant  superintendent  of  the 
works.  Amanda  ia  now  Mrs.  Charles  L.  Ilaskins,  of 
East  Raynham.  Caroltne  E.  is  now  raiding  with  her 
father. 


Mr.  Robinson  is  a  hale, 'well -preserved  t 
bids  fair  to  live  many  yeara. 


I,  and 


TOWSB  FAMILT. 
The  name  of  Towne,  Town,  or  Townee,  aa  it  is 
BOmeiJmea  spelt,  is  one  of  not  frequent  occurrence. 
It  may  be  found  here  and  there,  generally  in  com- 
munities of  Anglo-Saxon  derivation,  and  though  sur- 
names began  to  be  uged  in  England  about  the  time  of 
the  Norman  Conquest,  and  from  time  to  time  for  three 
or  four  centuries  continued  to  be  adopted  till  they 
came  into  general  use,  this  does  not  seem  to  be  one 
that  met  with  much  favor.  The  earliest  existence  of 
it  known  to  the  writer  was  i.D.  1274,  when  William  de 
laTowne,  of  Abvely,  a  village  in  the  couuty  of  Shrop- 
shire, England, about  twenty  miles  southeastof  Shrews- 
bury, the  capital  of  the  county,  was  at  that  time  in 
the  prosecution  of  a  suit  at  law  against  one  of  the 
officers  of  the  parish,  and  the  following  year  was  on 
a  jury  at  Aalley,  in  the  same  county.  The  next  we 
hear  from  it  is  one  hundred  and  thirty  or  forty  yeara 
later,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  IV.,  when  upon  the  win- 
dows of  the  church  in  Kennington,  Kent  County,  im- 
paled with  that  of  Ellis,  of  the  same  place,  were  the 
arms  of  a  family  by  tliis  name,  being  argent  on  a 
■  chevron,  sable,  tJiree  cross  crosalelts,  ermine.  Thomas 
at  Towne,  who  at  this  time  possessed  much  land  ubout 
Cbeving,  and  who  bore  the  same  coat  of  arms,  married 
Denedicta,  only  daughter  of  John  llrunipton,  aliai 
Ditling,  of  Ditling  Court,  and  thereby  inherited  a 
inanor  in  Throwley,  where  he  remained  and  erected 
a  seat  about  one-fourth  of  a  mile  from  the  church, 
and  named  it  Townb  Place,  soon  after  which  he  died, 
leaving  his  possessions  to  three  daughters,  coheirettsea, 
of  whom  Eleanor  married  Richard  Lewknor,  ofChul- 
lock.  Bennet,  or  Beuedicta,  married  William  Wattin, 
of  Addlngton,  and  Elizabeth  married  William  Sernes, 
of  the  same  pariah.   His  estate  was  divided  about  a.d. 


1446,  when  Throwleyiwoa  allotted  to  Eleanor,  the  wife 
of  Richard  I^owknor.  Prom  the  manner  of  the  division 
it  is  quite  evident  that  he  died  without  leaving  ile- 
ecendttnts  to  transmit  his  name  to  poslerily.  The  uexl 
reference  to  thia  name  known  to  the  writer  is  in  the 
county  of  Lincoln,  where  it  has  eziated  for  more  than 
four  centuries.  In  4.D.  1459,  William  Towne.  D.D., 
was  collated  (became  tlie  clergyman  of  the  jinrish)  at 
Stow  iu  Lindsey,  in  tliis  county.  In  A.i>.  1470  hewu 
appointed  almoner  to  King  Henry  VI.  In  old  age 
he  accepted  an  income  from  the  parish,  and  died  A.I). 
14%.  In  1470,  John  Towne,  Professor  of  Divinity, 
succeeded  Alexander  Prowett,  of  Lincoln,  as  precentor 
(leader  of  the  choir  in  the  Cathedral),  which  place 
he  resigned  in  1473  for  the  prebend  of  Dunliolme. 

John  Towne,  of  Irby,  county  of  Lincoln,  made  hia 
will  Nov.  18, 1540.  To  be  buried  in  the  church  of  St. 
Andrews,  at  Irby.  Legacies  to  Anue,  Thomas,  and 
George  Towne,  hia  brother  William,  of  Irby,  being 
principal  heir  and  executor.  His  will  was  proved 
June  1,  1541.  John  Towne,  of  Ludborough,  county 
of  Lincoln,  executed  his  will  under  dale  of  Jan.  24, 
1637.  Sons,  Leonard,  John,  and  William,  and  brother 
Richard  Towne. 

Richard  Towne,  of  Bracehy,  in  the  same  county, 
married  Ann,  and  hud  children  as  follows:  Richard, 
who  died  1617,  leaving  wife  Alice,  son  Leonard,  and 
daughter  Helen,  not  twenty-oue  years  of  age;  Ed- 
ward, who  had  children  in  1630;  Elizabeth,  who  mar- 
ried   Phillips ;  Helen,  who  married Oxman ; 

Prudence,  who  married  Walton;    Ann,  who 

married Armstrong ;  Ketherine,  baptised  Oct.  14, 

1599;  Mary,  baptised  April  lS,1601i  William,  bap- 
tized May  n,  1603,  and  Margery.  The  earliest  we 
find  the  name  in  thia  country  ia  in  1635,  when  Wil- 
liam Towne  was  an  inhabitant  of  Cambridge.  On 
the  18th  of  the  month  of  April,  1637,  he  appeared 
before  the  General  Court  and  look  the  oath  required 
to  become  a  freeman  or  voter.  He  was  town  clerk  iu 
1639;  purchased  land  in  Cambridge  of  Duvid  Stone 
and  Thomas  Danforth  in  1653,  uud  in  1656  of  Ed- 
mund Uoffee;  yiaa  tythingmau  in  1680,  and  died  April 
^0,  16S5,  aged  eighty  years.  His  wife  Martha  died 
January,  1674.     His  children  were  Mary  and  Peter. 

We  come  now  to  William  Towne,  the  Anglo-Ameri- 
ean  progenitor  of  descendants  who  have  settled  in  a 
majority  of  the  States  in  the  American  Union.  Of 
his  birthplace  or  parentage  wo  know  nothing  positive, 
though  he  may  have  come  from  the  couuty  of  Lin- 
coln, in  England,  and  may  have  been  the  sou  of 
Richard  and  Ann  Towne,  of  Uraceby.  The  earliest 
(Hmitive  information  we  have  relative  to  him  Is  at 
Yarmouth,  Norfolk  County,  a  city  of  considerable 
maritime  importance,  situated  on  the  east  coast  of 
England,  one  hundred  and  eight  miles  in  a  direct  line, 
and  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  by  railroad  nortli- 
eaat  from  London. 

William  Towne  and  Joanna  Blessing  were  married 
in  the  St.  Nicholas  Church,  in  Yarmouth,  March  23, 
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1620,  and  had  their  JSnt  six  children  baptized  there. 
T]ie  next  we  hear  of  the  family  is  at  Salem,  Essex 
Co.,  Mass.  William  Towne's  residence  was  in  that 
part  of  Salem  known  as  the  North  Fields.  He  re- 
mained here  till  1651,  the  year  following  the  incor- 
poration of  the  town  of  Topsfield,  where  he  purchased 
a  tract  of  land  in  the  latter  place  of  William  Paine, 
of  Ipswich,  containing  about  forty  acres.  In  1662  he 
sold  his  property  in  Salem  to  Henry  Bullock  ;  in  1656 
purchased  additional  land  in  Topsfield,  and  in  1668, 
''in  consideration  of  mutual  affection  and  contem- 
plated marriage  of  their  son,  Joseph  Towne,  with 
Phebe,  the  daughter  of  Thomas  Perkins,"  he  and  his 
wife  conveyed  to  their  son  Joseph  two-thirds  of  their 
home  wherein  they  did  then  dwell,  with  bam,  out- 
buildings, yard,  gardens,  and  orchards,  lying,  situated, 
and  being  in  Topsfield,  together  with  one-third  of  all 
his  real  estate.  All  these  conveyances  being  made 
with  the  desire  that  this  said  son  should  have  the  first 
refusal  of  the  remaining  third  when  the  same  should 
be  sold.  He  died  about  1672.  The  six  children  bap- 
tized in  Yarmouth,  England,  were  Rebecca,  John, 
Susanna,  Edmund,  Jacob,  and  Mary;  Sarah  and 
Joseph  were  born  and  baptized  in  Salem. 

Joseph  Towne,  youngest  son  of  William  and 
Joanna  Towne,  was  born  in  1689,  and  married  Phebe, 
daughter  of  Deacon  Thomas  Perkins,  of  Topsfield. 
He  accompanied  his  father  in  his  removal  from  Salem 
to  TofMifield,  was  made  a  freeman  March  22, 1690,  ^as 
a  member  of  the  church  at  the  latter  place,  and  died 
1713,  aged  seventy- four  years.  Their  children  were 
Phebe,  Joanna,  Mary,  Susanna,  Joseph,  Sarah,  John, 
and  Martha. 

JoBEPH  Towne,  son  of  Joseph  and  Phebe  Perkins 
Towne,  was  l)orn  in  Topsfield,  March  22,  1678,  and 
Nov.  9, 1G99,  married  Margaret  Case,  of  Salem.  They 
were  admitted  to  the  church  in  1709.  He  gave  his 
estate  to  his  son  David  in  1749.  Children,  Margaret, 
Joseph,  Archilaus,  Israel,  Elisha,  Bartholomew,  Mary, 
David,  Abigale,  Phebe,  Hannah,  Martha,  Sarah,  and 
Joanna. 

Israel  Towne,  son  of  Joseph,  and  third  descendant 
of  William,  who  came  from  England,  was  born  in 
Topsfield,  Mass.,  March  24,  1705,  and  May  23, 1729, 
married  Grace  Gardner,  of  Middleton,  Mass.  He 
was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Narragansett,  No.  3 
(Amherst,  N.  H.),  probably  1734.  Capt  Israel 
Towne  died  in  Amherst  in  the  year  1803,  aged  ninety- 
six  years.  Their  children  were  Thomas,  Archilaus, 
Israel,  Moses,  Gardner,  Elisabeth,  Susanna,  Mary. 

Israel  Towne,  son  of  Israel  Towne,  and  fourth  de- 
scendant of  William  the  first  settler,  was  born  in 
Topsfield,  Mass.,  Nov.  16, 1736,  and  when  very  young 
came  with  his  father  to  Amherst,  N.  H.,  where  he 
remained  till  about  1782,  when  he  went  to  Stoddard, 
N.  H.  He  was  an  enterprising,  active  man,  filled 
various  town  ofiices,  being  selectman  in  1769  and 
1773,  and  married  Lydia  Hopkins,  of  Milford,  July 

31,1760.    She  was  born  April  27, 1787.    Israel  Towne, 
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Esq.,  died  in  Stoddard,  April  28, 1818,  aged  seventy- 
seven  years.  Their  diildren  were  Israel,  William, 
Oardener,  Benjamin,  Andrew  ,Lydia,  Daniel,  Hannah, 
Lemuel. 

Gardner  Towne,  son  of  Israel  and  Lydia  Hop- 
kins Towne,  and  fifth  descendant  of  William  the  first 
settler,  was  born  in  Amherst,  May  1, 1765,  and  Jan. 
27,  1795,  married  Lucy  Bancroft,  of  Tyngsborough, 
Mass.,  daughter  of  Col.  Ebenezer  Bancroft.  She  was 
born  June  7, 1778.  In  1782  he  went  with  his^father 
from  Amherst  to  Stoddard.  At  an  early  age  he  b^an 
merchandising  and  the  keeping  of  a  public-house, 
in  both  of  which  he  continued  business  successfully 
until  his  death.  He  held  many  offices  in  town  and 
county  afiairs,  was  justice  of  the  peace,  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  order  in  high  standing.  His 
official  docket  was  larger  than  any  other  justice  in 
the  county  of  Cheshire  at  that  time.  Col.  Ebenezer 
Bancroft,  the  father  of  Lucy  Bancroft  Towne,  was  a 
soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  He  was  last  but 
one  to  leave  the  intrenchmenta  of  Bunker  Hill,  June 
17, 1775,  and  in  making  his  escape  leaped  the  ranks 
of  the  British,  and  left  his  long  Indian  gun  on  their 
shoulders  and  ran.  In  his  flight  he  received  thirteen 
bullet-holes  in  his  clothes  and  lost  one  forefinger.  He 
claimed  to  have  shot  the  cannon-ball  that  struck  the 
Brattle  Street  Church,  Boston,  which  remained  there 
until  the  church  was  taken  down  a  few  years  since. 
The  British  soldiers  were  encamped  in  the  church  at 
that  time.  He  based  his  claim  to  this  honor  upon 
the  fact  that  he  fired  every  ball  that  was  thrown  into 
Boston  from  Cambridge  that  day. 

Gardner  Towne  died  in  Stoddard,  N.  H.,  Dec.  16, 
1815.  His  wife  died  in  the  same  place  April  14, 
1849.  Their  children  were  Christiana,  Rebecca,  Ban- 
croft,  Susanna,  Oka,  Cleon  G.,  Orr  Noble,  Ebenezer 
Bancroft,  Lucy  Bancroft,  Solon,  Mary. 

Ebenezer  Bancroft  Towns,  son  of  Gardner  and 
Lucy  Bancroft  Towne,  and  sixth  descendant  of  Wil- 
liam the  first  settler,  was  born  in  Stoddard,  N.  H.,  Dec. 
14, 1809.  After  the  death  of  his  father,  he  lived  with 
his  mother  until  her  marriage  with  Levi  Warren,  of 
Alstead,  N.  H.,  and  was  afterwards  with  the  Rev.  Isaac 
Robinson,  of  Stoddard,  N.  H.,  about  two  years,  and 
with  Deacon  John  Farwell  and  his  son,  John,  Jr.,  of 
Tyngsborough,  Mass.,  six  years,  and  was  ofi*ered  an 
heirship  if  he  would  remain  with  the  latter  until 
twenty-one.  He  began  his  apprenticeship  with  Sam- 
uel S.  Lawrence,  in  Tyngsborough,  at  fifty-two  dollars 
a  year  and  board,  and  finished  it  with  his  brother, 
Orr  N.,  in  Boston,  at  two  thousand  a  year.  He  was  a 
partner  with  his  brothers  Orr  Noble  (in  Boston)  and 
Cleon  Gardner  (in  Stoddard)  until  Orr  Noble's  re- 
tirement from  business.  He  then  associated  himself 
with  William  W.  Kendrick,  under  the  style  of  Towne 
&  Kendrick,  and  four  years  afterwards  George  W. 
Skinner,  another  of  the  salesmen,  was  admitted  as 
partner.  This  firm  carried  on  an  extensive  business 
in  hats,  caps,  buffalo  robes,  furs,  and  straw  goods,  in 
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Boston,  until  Mr.  Towne,  compelled  by  ill  health, 
retired  from  the  firm.  Hia  business  career,  tn  city  wad 
couDtry,  covered  &  period  of  more  than  fifty  ycarN, 
during  which  time  he  met  every  finauuiul  obligatiOD 
At  maturity,  and  never  had  a  bill  but  what  «u  paid 
Kt  the  first  precentation,  when  juat.  He  ha*  had  six 
partners  in  business,— three  in  bis  Boston  business, 
two  in  a  country  store,  and  one  in  tanning  hides  into 
leather, — and  never  bad  the  leiLst  trouble  nith  either 
nf  them,  neither  did  they  at  any  time  show  bim  the 
disrespect  to  use  a  profane  word  in  hia  presence. 
Since  residing  in  Bristol  County  he  was  county  com- 
missioner six  years  [two  terms),  and  got  the  nomina- 
tion for  a  third  term,  but  declined  the  honor.  He  lias 
been  connected  with  ihe  Bristol  County  Agricultural 
Bociety,  us  treasurer  and  in  other  res|>onsible  posi- 
tions, about  ten  years.  He  at  the  present  time  (1883) 
is  engaged  in  no  buslneta. 

Mr.  Towne  married  for  bis  first  wife  Almeda  Wil~ 
Bon,  daughter  of  Joel  and  Polly  Wilson,  of  Stoddard, 
N.  H.  She  left  no  children.  She  died  in  Amheist, 
N.  H.,  Oct.  21, 1845 ;  and  for  bis  second,  Mrs.  Chlora 
Adaline  Gilmore,  widow  of  the  late  H.  T,  Oilraore.of 
!Raynham,  Mass.,  and  daughter  of  Sylvaous  and  Polly 
Sraman,  of  Norton,  Mass.,  who  is  still  living,  and  by 
ivhom  he  has  had  three  children, — Almeda  Wilson 
(who  died  at  two  years  old),  Edward  Bancroft  (who 
is  designated  E.  B.  Towne,  Jr.,  because  there  is  an- 
other in  a  brother's  family  having  the  same  initials), 
and  Etta  Bufflngton. 

E.  B.  Towne,  Jr.,  is  a  wholesale  dealer  in  hate, 
Airs,  etc.,  in  Boston. 


NATHAN  W.  SHAW. 

We  are  indebted  to  Oapt.  J.  W,  D.  Hall  for  the  fol- 
lowing ancestral  history  of  the  Shaw  family. 

Benjamin  Shaw,  the  ancestor,  was  one  of  the  early 
settlers  of  Taunton  ;  was  a  sbareboldor  in  the  Tuuji- 
ton  Iron-Worlcs  in  16— ,  and  had  a  saw-mill  on  the 
stream  above  the  works  now  Raynham ;  he  died  in 
1723 ;  wife  Hannah  and  son. 

Deacon  Jonathan  Shaw,  born  1705 ;  died  17C8 ;  hud 
wife,  Mercy,  who  died  Jan.  8,  1750 :  sou. 

Deacon  Jonathan  Shaw,  married  (2d)  Mrs.  Han- 
nab,  widow  of  Lieut.  Stephen  Dean. 

Col.  JonaUian  Shaw,  born  I'ob.  14, 1732;  died  Nov. 
27,  1797;  married  only  daughter  of  Nebemiah  and 
Bethiah  (Williams)  Hall,'  born  1735;  died  1781: 
eon. 

Col.  Jonathan  Shaw,  married  (2)  Lydia  Godfrey, 
of  Taunton,  who  married  (2d)  Dr.  Oeorge  Wlieulon, 
of  Norton. 

Jonathan  Shaw,  who  was  a  justice  of  the  peace  and 
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bom  Sept.  6,  1708;  died  May  12,  1829;  married 
Lydia,  born  ;  son,  Coaaini  Sbnw. 

Casaini  was  a  farmer,  a  quiet  unobtrusive  man  who 
ahrank  from  any  kind  of  publicity  or  official  poniticn. 
A  useful,  meriloriouB,  and  much  respect«ddtixen.  He 
was  lo  rigidly  strict  in  his  temperance  principles 
tliat  when  it  was  the  cualoui  of  the  county  to  have 
intoxicating  drinks  ut  all  public  gatherings,  he  was 
the  first  man  to  raise  a  building  nitbout  fumisbing 
his  neighbors  who  helped  him  liijuor  to  drink.  Aa- 
otlier  &ct  which  illustrate*  the  consistency  and  |iei- 
aislency  of  the  man  is  the  fact  that,  from  the  time  he 
was  twenty-one  years  of  age  to  the  day  of  hia  death, 
lie  never  failed  to  cost  his  vote  at  every  election  with 
the  Whig  and  Itepuhlicuu  party,  whose  opinions  he 
espoused.  He  was  a  great  reader,  and  ea|iecially  in 
hia  declining  years  he  spent  most  of  his  time  perus- 
ing hia  favorite  authors,  and  seemed  to  derive  great 
comfort  and  pleasure  from  hia  books.  In  religioiu 
belief  he  was  a  Unitarian,  and  was  a  regular  attend- 
ant at  service.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1312. 
He  married  Clarissa,  daugbtor  of  John  Walker,  of 
Dighton,  Nov.  2.  1817.  They  had  two  children,  Re- 
becca W.  (now  Mrs.  A.  P.  Slade,  of  Somerset, — see 
Siadebiograpby),  and  Nathan  W.,  horn  OcLl  1,1823. 
Mrs.  Shaw  died  March  27,  1S63,  and  Mr.  Sbuw  died 
Dec.  27.  1881. 

Nathan  W.Shaw  had  what  educational  facilities 
tvere  elforded  by  the  common  schools  of  bis  district, 
and  an  attendance  at  Bristol  Academy  and  Bridge- 
water  Normal  School.  He  was  brought  up  on  the 
form,  and  when  twenty-one  years  of  age  be^n  leach- 
ing school.  This  he  continued  during  the  winUr 
months  fourtoen  years.  He  has  always  been  much 
interested  in  and  given  much  attention  to  educational 
matters.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the  school  com- 
mittee of  Raynham  twenty-eight  years,  and  is  now 
superintendent  of  public  schools.  He  hu4  been  as- 
sessor fifteen  years,  and  has  beeu  Justice  of  the  |>cace 
mure  than  twenty  years,  lie  lias  been  several  ycurs 
trustee  of  UriatuI  Academy. 

He  married,  June  19,  185G,  Sarah  J.,  daughter  of 
Jahuziah  8.  and  Jane  (Sampson)  King,  of  Iluynlmm. 
She  was  burn  Sept.  7,  1833.  They  have  hut  uuu  sou, 
Alexander  W.,  born  Sept  14,  184>8. 

Mra.  Shaw  is  descended  from  one  of  the  oldest  and 
most  respectable  families  of  Raynham.  Couceruing 
her  father,  we  clip  tlie  following  notice  of  his  deutli 
I'rom  a  Taunton  paper : 

"  Mr.  Jabaziah  S.  King  died  at  his  residence  in 
Raynham,  Wednesday  tnorning  lost,  at  the  advanced 
ago  of  eighty-three  years.  Mr.  King  was  of  a  retiring 
disposition,  a  kind-hearted  and  liberal  man.  He  had 
always  lived  in  Raynham,  being  born  on  the  same 
farm  on  which  he  died.  At  one  time  he  was  largely 
engaged  in  manufacturing,  and  in  Che  early  days  of 
the  California  gold  discovery  he  bad  u  large  trade  in 
shovels,  picks,  and  forks.  Mr.  King  was  a  man  of 
an  iuventiye  turn.    He  made  the  £rat  scoop-sbovel 


^%^^^^--^— 


^Lttin  ^IKJOJa, 


hVi 


in  thi*  country,  Mid  rIho  JnTeated  a  mnchine  for 
rolling  down  the  strapB  on  Hliovels,  before  whtch  all 
were  bAmmered  down  hy  liand.  Ho  ifterwRrda  in- 
Tented  ■  machine  for  making  shitrp- pointed  clincfa- 


HARTIN  0.  WILLIAMS. 
Mnrtin  G.  WillinniK,  tliini  si<n  ntnl  child  of  Fran cia 
und  Louian  (Ciliiiore)  WillianiB,  wna  l>orn  Dec.  11, 
in07,  on  the  old  home  of  the  Willinms  family  in 
TamitDn,  nnd  is  n  deacenilant  in  the  Bovetilh  genera- 
tlon  from  Richard  Williamn,  who  settled  in  Taunton 
in  1638.  (For  ancestral  liistorj,  see  history  of  Taun- 
ton, heading, "  The  Williamn  Family,")  He  labored 
in  enrly  life  at  the  Tarioiis  avocalions  of  farming, 
brick-making,  and  lumbering,  and  had  advantages 
of  the  schools  of  liis  native  town.  He  remained  at 
his  father's  home  until  he  attained  his  majority.  He 
then  passed  n  few  months  at  BllBworth,  Me., and  then 
for  si  J  years  he  was  at  work  for  his  father.  In  1834 
he  camo  to  lUynham,  and  settled  on  a  farm  of  forty 
acrc«  given  to  him  by  his  fattier.  He  assiduously 
applied  himself  to  agriculture,  and  has  been  very 
successful.  He  married  Tempc,  duughter  of  Joseph 
and  Zervia  (Dillingham)  Hamlen,  of  Barnstable, 
Mass.,  Feb.  IG,  1842.  They  had  two  children,— 
Bnima  Ilathsbcba  and  Melvin  Oilniorc.  Emma  was 
born  Aug.  8,  1844,  and  was  married  to  Bradford  B. 
King,  of  Ilaynham,  Nov.  18, 1880.  They  reside  with 
Mr.  Williams,  whose  wife  died  March  23, 1877.  Mel- 
vin 0„  born  Nov,  23,  184G.  married  Mrs.  Busan  W. 
Qreenougli,  dmiRhter  of  William  O.  Snow,  of  Itayn- 
ham,  Sept.  27,  1882.     Ho  resi.les  near  his  father. 

In  1842,  Mr.  Williams  purchased  the  aaw-  and 
grist-mills  of  John  and  Salmon  Washburn,  and  has 
kept  them  in  operation  until  the  present  time.  His 
son  and  son-in-lan  are  the  active  workers  of  the  busi- 
ncfis  now,  for  of  late  years  Mr.  Williams  lias  been 
confined  most  of  the  lime  to  his  house.  For  about 
twenty  years  of  his  life  be  was  engaged  in  the  man- 
ufacture of  bont-naiU,  which  business  at  one  time 
assumed  quite  large  proportions.  Mr.  Williams 
inlierils  the  caution,  prudence,  and  liniincial  skill  so 
largely  developed  in  his  father,  and  is  fond  of  safe 
investment,  never  being  daxzlcd  by  brilliant  specu- 
lations. He  is  stockholder  in  various  corporations 
nnd  railroads,  is  a  man  of  goiwi,  practical  common 
sense,  nnd  sound  judgment.  Unynham  has  probably 
never  bad  a  belter  citizen,  or  one  who  more  highly 
respected  the  mfyesty  of  the  law.  He  is  Unitarian 
in  church  belief,  and  Whig  and  Republican  in  poli- 
tics, ever,  however,  preferring  the  ease  and  freedom 
of  his  quiet  home  to  the  cares  and  turmoil  of  oIBcial 


There  « 


JOSEPH  W.  WHITE. 
I  many  conflicting  accounts  in  tbe  biO' 


graphical  and  genealogical  records  of  most  of  the 
early  settlers  in  New  England,  owing  t«  the  me^re 
data  which,  in  the  colonial  days,  wu  placed  on 
record,  and  the  White  family  is  no  exception  in  this 
particular.  We  And  it  impossible,  from  the  authoriticfl 
at  hand,  to  trace  with  positive  certainty  the  ancestral 
history  of  that  branch  of  the  White  Cunily  now  re- 
siding in  Raynham.  The  first  one  of  whom  we  can 
obtain  reliable  information  was  John  White,  who  in 
1731  was  a  landholder  nod  resident  of  that  part  of 
Taunton  now  Raynbam.  Tbat  he  was  a  man  of 
consequence  and  prominence  is  shown  by  the  fre- 
quent mention  he  receives  in  the  early  records  of  that 

He  had  a  son  named  Samuel,  born  in  Rayoham, 
who  had  by  his  wife  Susan  a  son  also  named  Sam- 
uel. His  will,  dated  May  20,  1766,  is  still  in  exist- 
ence and  in  the  possession  of  hie  descendant,  Josepb 
W.  White,  the  present  town  clerk  of  Raynbam. 
ThisSaroncl,  Jr.,  married  Hannah  Andrews,  of  Rayn- 
bam, about  1760.  They  had  six  children,  the  oldest 
of  whom  was  Peres,  born  Feb.  1,  1762.  Samuel  waa 
by  occupation  a  miller,  and  died  April  26,  1808. 
Peres  followed  the  same  avocation  as  his  father,  and 
succeeded  to  his  fsther'a  possessions.  He  married 
Deborah  Leach,  of  Bridge  water,  Jan.  1,  1788.  Their 
children  were  Sybil,  Sidney,  Sybil',  Daniel  L.,  Isaac 
K.,  Samuel  D,,  and  Deborah  L,  Peres  was  an  influ- 
ential and  much -respected  citizen  of  Rayoham,  and 
wasaexton  of  tbe  old  Congregational  Church  of  that 
town  many  years.  In  1818  he  moved  to  Westmore- 
land, N.  H.,  whero  he  engaged  in  farming,  and  there 
spent  the  remainder  of  bis  days.  He  died  June  13, 
1850,  in  his  eighty-ninth  year. 

Isaac  K.  was  born  Aug.  29,  18DI,  in  Raynbam, 
Mass.,  grew  up  to  manhood  tliere,  and  when  a  young 
man  was  captain  of  militia.  He  removed  to  West- 
moreland, N.  H.,  and  married  Penelope  Knight,  of 
that  town,  Jan.  1,  1826.  They  had  ten  children, — 
Joseph  W.,  born  Oct.  1,  1825 ;  Eunice  K.  (deceased) ; 
Eunice  K.'  (deceased) ;  Lucy  A.,  bom  Aug.  31,  1830 
(now  Mrs.  William  Pa tton,  of  Westmoreland,  N.  H.); 
Fanny  M.  (deceased),  bom  Aug,  20, 1832;  Henry  K., 
born  Oct.  16,1834  (now  a  farmer  in  his  native  town]  ; 
Damon  D.,  born  Nov.  28,  1836 ;  John  V.  (deceased), 
born  May  2,  1839;  Frances  M.,  horn  June  20,  1843 
(now  tlia  widow  of  Rev,  Trueman  A.  Jackson,  who 
died  in  Andersonville  prison,  October,  1864.  She  ii 
now  a  practitioner  of  medicine,  and  resides  in  Em- 
poria, Kan,  She  is  a  graduate  of  Medical  Depart- 
ment of  Boston  University);  Susan  E,,  born  Jan.  13, 
1846. 

In  politics  Iraof  A",  was  formerly  a  Whig,  but  upon 
the  dissolution  of  that  party  he  became  a  Democrat, 
and  was  twice  elected  to  the  New  Hampshire  Slate 
I/egislature  on  that  ticket.  He  was  a  deacon  of  the 
Universalist  Church,  and  k  man  of  atrict  morftlitj. 
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■terlingintegrity,  andofbrond  and  libeml 
died  in  Rttynham,  Miua,,  while  on  a  viait  to  his  son, 
Damon  D.,  Jul;  9,  18S1.  Mrs.  WhiU  had  preceded 
him  only  a  few  years ;  she  died  Sept.  10,  1874. 

JoBEPH  W.  White  was  bora  in  Wexiinorelnnd, 
N.  H.  When  a,  young  man,  in  1849,  lie  came  to 
Raynliam,  Mass.,  and  engaged  with  Geo^e  W.  KiDg 
as  an  employ^  in  his  (.elcIc- works.  In  1858  he 
changed  bis  occupation  and  took  up  shoe  manufac- 
turing, which  liaa  been  hia  pursuit  to  the  present  time, 
he  now  being  engaged  iu  the  shoe  uianuracturing  es- 
tabliBbment  of  his  brotlier. 

He  is  one  of  the  most  respected  and  esteemed  cici- 
rena  of  the  town.  In  1872  he  was  choaen  deacon  of 
the  Congregational  Chnrch  of  Raynham.  In  1873  he 
was  chosen  town  clerk  and  treaaurer,  and  liaa  hold 
that  position  to  the  present  time.  In  1876  he  was 
elected  to  the  State  Legislature.  He  lias  been  for 
many  years  and  is  now  justice  of  tlie  peace.  All  the 
various  trusts  reposed  in  him  by  hia  fellow- tow  nam  en 
have  been  conacientioualy  discharged,  and  the  duties 
of  officer,  Christian,  and  citizen  faithfully  performed. 
He  married,  June  IB,  1353,  Rowena  Hay  ward,  daugh- 
ter of  Dr.  Eliaha  Hayward,  of  Raynham  They  have 
two  living  children,— Clarence  H.,  born  Oct.  8,  1863 
(graduated  at  Bristol  Academy  June,  1882,  and  now, 
1883,  a  student  at  Amherst  College),  and  Harry  T., 
born  Nov.  2,  1668. 

Damon  D.  White  was  boru  iu  Westmoreland, 
N.  H.,  Nov.  28,  1836.  He  was  brought  up  on  the 
farm  and  in  the  blacksmith-shop  with  hla  father 
until  tweuty  years  of  age.  Iu  1857  he  came  to 
Northern  Massachusetts,  and  worked  one  year  in  a 
chair- factory.  His  start  in  life  was  not  very  encour- 
aging, as  his  employer  failed  and  he  lost  the  most  of 
his  year's  nagea.  In  the  autumn  of  1858  he  came  to 
Baynham,  and  soon  after  commenced  work,  running 
a  pegging- machine  iu  the  shoe-factory  which  he  now 
owns,  and  which  was  then  owned  by  Martin  White, 
and  run  aa  a  "bottoming-ahop"  by  A.  &  A.  B. 
,  Keith.  This  factory  was  first  established  in  March, 
1859,  and  Mr.  White  was  one  of  the  first  operators. 
He  continued  in  Ihia  establishment  until  the  spring 
of  1863.  Having  accumulated  some  money,  he  de- 
termined to  start  in  business  for  himself.  In  purau- 
»nce  of  thia  idea  he  spent  some  montlis  traveling 
through  the  West,  looking  for  a  location.  Not  find- 
ing a  satisfactory  site  he  returned  to  Massac husetts, 
and  engaged  with  Orr  &  Sears,  of  North  Bridgewaler, 
as  a  shoe-bottomer,  where  be  worked  one  year.  He 
then  started  a  manufactory  of  his  own  in  that  town, 
which  he  conducted  about  a  year  and  a  half,  wlien  he 
closed  out  and  returned  to  Raynham.  Here  he  reuteil 
a  factory  of  William  Snow,  began  manufacturing 
Bhoes,  and  continued  in  this  place  till  1S73,  when  he 
rented  of  Martin  Whito  the  factory  in  which  fourteen 
years  before  he  had  learned  his  trade.  One  year 
later,  upon  the  decease  of  Martin  White,  he  pur- 
chssed  the  factory,  and  is  now  the  owner  and  pro- 


prietor. The  business  has  aasumed  considerable 
proportions.  Mr.  White  manufactures  from  ten  to 
Btleen  cases  per  day,  and  employs  about  forty-live 
hands.  His  goods  are  chiefly  placed  in  the  New 
England  market,  and  his  trade  is  largely  to  Boaton 
jobbers.  He  married  April  16,  1862,  Huldah  A., 
(laughter  of  Zenis  and  Harriet  Britton,  of  West- 
moreland, N.  H.  They  have  one  child,  Hattic  M., 
born  Jan.  13,  1870.  ■ 


OEOROB    W.    KINO. 

Pmui'  Kino,  the  first  American  ancestor  of 
Qeorge  W.ashington  King,  of  Raynham,  emigrated 
from  England  in  company  witli  a  brother,  Cynu, 
and  settled  at  Itraiutree  some  time  jirior  to  1680, 
He  came  to  Raynham,  then  Taunton,  bought  land, 
built  a  house,  and  became  a  permanent  settler.  The 
deed  of  sale  to  him  of  tbis  land  bears  date  1680.  He 
married  Judith,  daughter  of  Rev.  William  Whit- 
man, of  Milton.  He  was  a  man  of  high  character, 
courage,  and  decision,  and  was  welt  adapted  to  be  a 
leader  in  the  pioneer  days.  He  was  a  man  of  stei^ 
ting  honesty,  and  won  the  love  of  the  Indians  by  hii 
Just  dealings,  and,  during  all  the  troublous  times  of 
ludian  warfare,  was  never  molested  by  them,  nor  his 
property  injured.  He  was  captain,  aud,  probably,  a 
deputy  to  Plymouth.  A  large  number  attended  hia 
funeral,  which  was  i;ondueted  with  military  honors. 
He  had  seven  children,  of  whom  John  was  youugeat 
and  only  son.  He  was  boru  about  1681,  and  died  in 
1741.  He  married,  in  170U,  Alice  Dean,  who  died  in  — 
1746.    He  was,  like  his  fatlier,  a  very  devout  and  con-   9 


Rev.  Mr.  Sanford  says  of  him,  "The 
contract  Co  build  the  second  meeting-house  in  Taunton 
was  taken  by  John  King.  He  drew  logs  and  timber 
on  the  ice  of  Taunton  River,  and  lauded  them  at 
Barney  Hill,  a  little  this  side  of  the  village.  The 
house  was  three  stiiries  high,  containing,  like  the  old 
South  Church,  Boston,  two  tiers  of  galleries  on  throe 
sides.  It  was  built  in  172D.  The  expense  df  tlie 
house  much  exceeded  his  expectations,  and  to  make 
up  his  loss  the  town  made  him  a  present  of  the 
"Great  Neck,"  so  called,  in  Kuynham.  John,  like 
his  father,  felt  a  great  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the 
Indiana.  He  educated  two  men  at  his  own  expense 
to  become  missionaries  to  their  native  brethren. 
Their  names  were  Campbell  and  Occam.  He  bad, 
according  to  Rev.  Mr.  Sanford,  six  sons  and  two 
daughters,— Philip,  John,  Josiah,  David,  Jonathan, 
Batjamin,  .Hannah,  and  Abigail. 

Bknjamin  Kino  (third  generation),  son  of  John 
and  Alice  (Dean)  Kinf;,  was  horn  in  1720,  and  owned 
a  large  auiount  of  land,  much  of  which  is  now  held 
by  his  descendants.  He  was  three  times  married,  (1) 
to  Abiah,  daughter  of  Deacon  Samuel  Leonard,  by 
whom  he  had  six  children  ;  (2)to  Deliverance,  daugh- 
ter of  Joseph  Eddy,  of  Taunton,  by  whom  he  had 
six  children;  (3)  to  a  Mrs.  Cobb  (no  offspring).    He 
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was  called  upon  to  do  much  public  business,  laying 
out  roads,  setting  off  farms,  establisliing  and  build- 
ing meeting-houses,  etc.  lie  contributed  forty  pounds 
toward  the  erection  of  the  Taunton  meeting-house, 
and  was  a  man  of  substance  and  respectability.  We 
quote  again  from  Rev.  Mr.  San  ford :  "Raynham  for 
many  years  did  not  send  a  representative  to  the  Gen- 
eral Ck)urt,  as  each  town  then  had  to  pay  its  own 
representatives.  In  1774  Benjamin  King  represented 
the  town  when  the  storm  of  the  Revolution  was 
gathering  and  the  General  Court  at  Boston  was 
harassed  by  the  Governor.  He  was  afterwards  a  dele- 
gate to  the  Provincial  Ck)ngress,  held  in  May  of  the 
same  year,  and  was  also,  in  1776,  one  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  8afety  in  the  Stat«."  He  died  in  1803,  at  the 
advanced  age  of  eighty-three  years. 

Stephen  Kino  (fourth  generation),  oldest  child 
of  Benjamin  and  Deliverance  (Eddy)  King,  was  dis- 
tinguished for  enterprise  and  energy  of  character. 
He  owned  a  large  farm  near  King's  Bridge,  on  Taun- 
ton River,  and,  in  spite  of  great  opposition  from  the 
people,  who  contended  that  the  herring  fishery  would 
be  ruined  and  thousands  of  acres  of  meadow  land 
flooded,  he  obtained  authority  from  the  Legislature 
to  construct  a  dam  across  the  river,  and  in  a  few 
years  it  gave  power  to  iron- works,  giving  employ- 
ment to  hundreds  of  persons,  and  bringing  a  large 
population  to  the  village,  which,  in  consequence  of 
this  action  of  one  man  of  far-seeing  sagacity,  sprung 
up  like  magic.  This  village  was  called  "  Squawbetty," 
continuing  the  name  previously  applied  to  the  locality 
from  an  Indian  squaw  named  Betty,  who  formerly 
lived  there.  He  married  Hannah,  daughter  of  Mason 
Shaw,  Esq.  They  had  seven  children,  of  whom 
George  W.  was  fourth  son.  Stephen  King  was  a  firm 
supporter  of  religion  and  a  man  of  superior  ability, 
and  much  reverenced  in  the  community. 

Gkouoe  W.  Kino  (fifth  generation)  was  born  in 
Raynham,  Mass.,  .Tan.  24,  1800.  Like  most  boys  of 
that  period  he  had  but  very  meagre  educational  ad- 
vantages. There  was  a  school  taught  about  three 
months  each  year,  and  labors  at  home  frequently  de- 
tained the  young  scholar  from  its  instruction.  Being 
the  son  of  a  farmer  and  brickmaker  (which  he  carried 
on  besides  other  branches  of  industry)  he  was  early 
taught  to  labor,  and  thus,  although  debarred  from  a 
liberal  scholastic  education,  obtained  a  very  valuable 
practical  one,  which  he  has  through  a  long  and  busy 
life  use<I  to  advantage  and  made  the  foun<Iation  of  his 
success.  The  principal  branches  of  this  education 
were  labor  and  economy.  These  brought  to  him  a 
linrdy  and  robust  constitution  which  has  enabled  him 
to  retain  great  vigor  at  his  eighty-third  year.  Upon 
arriving  at  his  majority  he  entered  the  eniphiy  of 
H.  I^onard  &  Co.,  as  forgeman.  In  this  capacity 
he  remained  two  winters.  He  then  engaged  to  do 
their  teaming,  which  he  did  for  seven  years.  He  was 
then  employed  in  their  shovel -factory  in  "  handle- 
ing"  shovels,  and  for  several  years  remained  at  this 


work.  In  1887  he  began,  in  a  small  way,  the  manu- 
facture of  shovels  on  his  own  premises  in  Sqnawbetty. 
His  business  increased,  and  he  added  to  his  produc- 
tions year  by  year  until  he  had  one  of  the  representa- 
tive manufactories  of  this  section.  In  1841  he  bought 
the  privilege  formerly  used  by  Raynham  Furnace, 
moved  his  business  thither,  and  changed  his  residence 
to  that  place  in  December,  1844.  In  the  spring  of 
1842  the  dam  and  buildings  of  his  manufactory  were 
carried  away  by  the  floods,  but  rebuilt  immediately. 
In  December,  1845,  the  works  were  entirely  burned, — 
no  insurance. 

At  the  time  of  the  breaking  out  of  the  great  Re- 
bellion of  1861,  he  was  making  shovels,  nails,  tacks, 
etc.,  and  employing  thirty  people.  About  this  time 
he  discontinued  making  shovels,  owing  to  heavy 
losses  caused  by  the  failure  of  large  New  York  houses 
with  whom  he  was  dealing.  He  straggled  along, 
however,  continuing  the  manufacture  of  nails.  This 
he  gradually  built  up  into  a  successful  business,  in 
which  he  was  engaged  until  the  autumn  of  1882, 
when  he  retired. 

In  connection  with  his  manufacturing,  Mr.  King 
has  always  been  a  farmer  on  a  small  scale.  When  a 
young  man  he  made  a  trip  to  South  Carolina  with 
two  of  his  brothers,  and  passed  some  months  in  getting 
out  hogshead  staves. 

Mr.  King  married  Susan  Young,  daughter  of  Asa 
and  Susannah  (Randall)  Howard,  of  E^ton,  Mass. 
She  was  bom  in  1813,  and  died  March  1, 1879.  They 
had  two  children, — Susan  Howard,  born  May  6, 1836, 
and  Eliza  A.,  born  Dec.  20, 1888.  Susan  married, 
Jan.  30, 1861,  George  William  Andros,  of  Taunton, 
now  cashier  in  Taunton  National  Bank.  They  have 
five  children, — Susan  A.,  born  Dec.  25, 1861 ;  Annie 
H.,  born  Feb.  4, 1863 ;  Frederick  W.,  born  March  19, 
1865;  Charles  H.,  born  Nov.  29,  1869;  and  William 
N.,  born  Jan.  10, 1879.  (We  trace  the  Howard  family 
as  follows:  John  Howard  with  his  brother  James 
came  from  England  to  Duxbury,  and  was  registered 
as  one  able  to  bear  arms  there  in  1643.  In  1651  he 
was  one  of  the  original  proprietors  and  settlers  of 
West  Bridgewater.  He  was  young  when  he  came 
over,  and  it  is  said  lived  in  Capt  Miles  Standish's 
family.  He  was  one  of  the  first  military  officers  in 
Bridgewater,  and  a  man  of  much  consideration.  He 
took  the  oath  of  fidelity  there  in  1657.  He  always 
wrote  his  name  Haward,  and  so  did  all  his  descend- 
ants until  1700,  and  it  is  thus  spelled  in  the  early 
town  records,  but  since  that  dale  it  has  been  written 
invariably  Howard.  It  is  remarkable  that  the  names 
of  Hay  ward  and  Howard,  which  have  been  called 
distinct  names,  were  originally  pronounce<l  alike, 
Howard.  Tlicy  were  the  same  originally,  and  both 
Hay  ward ;  but  in  writing  John  omitted  the  "  y." 
This  John  died  about  1700,  leaving  children,  one  of 
whom  was  Jonathan^  who  married  Sarah  Dean,  and 
was  a  major.  He  had  nine  children.  His  estate  was 
settled  in  1789.     His  sixth  child,  Abiei,  born  1704, 


graduated  at  Harvard  nuiveraUy  1729,  became  a 
pliysidan,  married  Silence,  duugbter  of  Nebemiah 
Waabburn,  and  bad  several  childreo.  He  died  Jun. 
10,  1777;  bia  wife  died  Aug.  17,  1776.  NehmiiaU. 
•on  of  Dr.  Abiel  Howard,  bom  in  1740,  married 
Hannab,  daugbter  of  Dr.  Dean,  or  Eaaloii,  born 
1745.  Tliuy  bad  six  ubildren,  and  reitided  in  IDuaton, 
Adjoining  tlie  Bridgewater  lino.  Neliemiab  ilioil  tjejil. 
SO,  1825,  and  bia  wife  died  Nov.  2,  1820.  Ata,  sun  ot 
ITebemiah,  born  1775,  died  Jan.  1,  1838;  murriud 
BusaDDnb  Randall,  and  bad  seven  cbildren,  of  wboin 
SuHan  Young,  who  married  George  W,  King,  waa 
foarth  child  and  eldest  daughter.) 


SAMUSL   JONSe. 

or  the  numerous  branchea  of  tlie  Jonos  faintly, 
both  in  England  and  Ibe  United  Statea,  that  to  wbiub 
Samuel  Jonea  belungg  bns  been  uinong  [he  must 
prominent.  The  famous  Lieutenant-Governor,  Wil- 
liam Jonea,  of  New  Haven  Colony,  waa  a  dcsi^ndanl 
originally  of  tliia  same  family.  Tlie  Jirut  Amerii^iin 
ancestor,  however,  of  Samuel  Jones,  wan  one  Thonius 
Jones,  of  Hingham,  England,  who  in  1G3S  emigrated 
to  America  in  the  ship  "  Conlidcnce,"  waa  made  a 
freeman  in  IG46,  waa  by  occupation  a  tailor.  Hiu 
wife  wLia  named  Ann.  Tbey  bad  four  children,  of 
whom  Joseph  was  one,  Tbe  following  data  eoucern- 
ing  the  ancestry  from  that  time  to  tbe  present  bua 
been  eontrihulcd  by  Mr.  Jonos  himself. 

Tbe  uncestoni  of  Samuel  Junes  and  Samuel  Gusheo 
Jonea,  bi»  son,  now  residing  in  Raynbam,  Mass., 
1883,  were  na  follows: 

First  generation  ;  Josepb  Jones,  wbo  settled  in  that 
part  of  Taunton  now  Raynbam.  By  I'robate  Uec- 
orda,  hook  5,  pages  324  and  325,  it  appears  that  bo 
died  ill  172ti.  He  must  have  lived  to  a  great  age,  iia 
his  son  Abraham  was  then  aixly-seven  years  old. 
Josepb  Jones'  (his  son)  will,  proved  Dec.  18,  1740, 
(vol.  X.  p.  a),  hIiows  his  children  were  Baiijainin, 
Nathan,  EInathaii,  Submit  (married  Fiulridgo),  Sii- 
rab,  hidia  (married  lloaworth),  Rebcceah  [uiarricd 
Dyer),  anil  Muiy  Jones.  Their  posterity  have  S[;at- 
tered  over  the  country  we  know  not  where. 

Second  generation  :  Abraham  Jones,  son  of  Josepb 
Jonea  (1),  died  March  18,  173A,  aged  seventy-six 
years.  He  was  one  of  tbe  thirty-two  persons  dis- 
misacd  from  tbe  parent  chiircb  in  Taunton  to  organ- 
ize the  First  Church  in  Raynbam,  Oet.  19, 1731.  Ilia 
residence  was  a  few  rods  soutbweat  of  the  late  anchor 
forge,  on  tbe  site  of  the  first  blooinery  in  tbe  country. 
His  cbildren  were  Timothy,  latum,  Jacob,  Israel, 
Hatberly,  Ruth  (married  Dean),  Sarab  (married 
Pratt). 

Tliird  generation :  Timothy,  son  of  Abraham,  died 
Sept.  10,  1781,  in  the  eiglity-aixth  year  of  his  age. 
Hia  wife  was  Sarab  Sbaw,  of  Raynbam,  and  died 
1774.  Tbuir  cbildren  were  Timothy,  born  1727; 
Abraham,  born  1730;  Haunah,  born  1733;  Samuel 


Jones,  born  Nov.  15,  1738.  His  residence  tina 
Plenaant  Street,  bulf  a  mile  uurtbeaat  of  the  Fint 
Congregational  Church,  and  it  is  now  standing  and 
has  been  the  birthplace  of  bis  children  and  grand- 
children and  great-graudcbildren  in  our  line.  Hu 
Krandaon,  Samuel,  then  about  eight  years  old,  at  the 
dark  day,  May  19,  1780,  remembered  bow  culm  and 
Gomimavd  be  wus  when  tbe  people  tb«u)!ht  ibe  lust 
day  had  come. 

Fourth  geiierulion ;  Bamnel  Jones,  son  of  Timotiiy 
and  Sarah  Jones,  died  Sept.  15,  1808.  Uis  lirst  wife 
was  Mercy  Gusbeo,  d&iigbter  of  Abraham  and  Han- 
nab (iushoe.  Their  son,  Samuel  Jones,  was  honi 
July  J8,  1772.  He  often  remarked,  wbeu  sjicaking 
af  his  youth,  that  he  was  four  yean  a  subject  of  King 
George, 

FiHh  generation :  Samuel  Jones,  son  of  Sauiuel 
and  Mercy,  died  Dec.  'M,  ISM,  agei)  eighty-twn  yeais. 
His  wife  wus  Mury,  datigliter  of  John  and  Silciic« 
WilliiimB.  She  died  July  11,  1847,  aged  sixly-slx 
years.  Their  children  wore  tbmitti  Jonei,  boru  Sept. 
IS,  1807;  Mary,  born  July  Si),  180D  (married  Henry 
H.  Crane),  died  18l>8;  Mercy  Jane,  burn  Aug.  38, 
1811  (married  Seabury  Thayer,  of  Tnuuton);  John 
W.  Jones,  boru  Feb.  11,  1814,  died  September,  1H13; 
Martha,  born  Doc.  30, 1810  (married  George  Il.Uniae, 
of  Norton);  Caroline  E.,  burn  Dec.  0,  1819  (mar- 
ried James  T.  Itussett,  of  Taunton). 

Rebekab,  boru  Feb.  10,  1823,  married  Adnab  Har- 
low. 

Sixth  gcueralioii ;  Samuel  Jones,  sou  of  Samuel 
und  Mury,  married  Martha  W.  Itlisa,  daughter  of 
Asahel  and  Deborah  llliBS,  of  Rohohotb,  April  3, 
1838.  Their  children  were  Mary  A.  Joiius,  born  Jun. 
10,  18J9,  died  Dee.  5,  ISliO  ;  Ahrahum  Joncn.  bi.rn 
March  13,  1841,  died  Aug.  14,  1843;  Caroline  E. 
Jones,  bom  Out.  18,  1843,  tiiurrieil  George  F.  [lloom, 
of  Remington,  Ind. ;  Alirubam  Bliss  Jones,  bom 
March  14,  1840;  Samuel  Giiabee  Jones,  borti  Oct. 
31,  1»48;  Julia  K.  Jniics,  U>rn  (tet.  I,  ISTil,  iliuil  July 
20,  luriU;  Unima  E.  Jones,  Imrn  Ucl.  )(>,  1804. 

Seventh  generutimi:  Abraham  Itliss  Junes  mnrried 
O.  June  Foster,  of  Kanias,  February,  1874.  Their 
childreu  are  Jesse  Samuel  Junes,  born  Dec.  S,  1U74  ; 
Frederic  Claranco  Junes,  burn  Jan.  20,  liJT'J.  Tbcir 
residence  is  at  Whit«  Cloud,  Kan. 

In  looking  at  Ibe'names  wbicb  the  I'ilgrims  gave 
to  their  children  we  see  how  strung  was  their  faith 
that  tbe  Lunl  bud  said  unto  tbcm,  as  to  Abriiliiiin, 
"Get  tbcc  out  of  thy  country,  and  from  thy  kiiidrol, 
and  from  thy  falber's  bouse,  unto  u  land  that  1  will 
show  thee  ;  und  I  will  make  tliec  a  grc4U  iiutiui)." 

And  may  we  not  say  of  them, — 

"  These  all  died  in  tbe  faith,  not  having  received 
the  promises,  hut  having  secji  tlium  aliir  oil',  und  were 
|iursnuded  of  iliciu,  and  cmhruccd  them,  and  confuaHVtl 
that  tbuy  were  Htnui-jcra  and  J'Ui/rimi  on  (be  vurlli." 

Samuel  Juuusdid  nolreceiveacolligiulvetiucatioii, 
but  he  has  always  been  a  great  reader,  and  of  an  in- 
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quiring  and  investigating  turn  of  mind.  Tiie  result 
is  thnt  Ins  mind  is  well  stored  with  a  fund  of  miscel- 
laneous and  useful  kiiowle<lge,  and  lie  is  conversant 
with  n  great  variety  of  topics.  Among  other  things 
he  has  studied  for  his  amusement  Pitman's  system  of 
phonography.  This  lie, took  up  aAer  arriving  at 
middle  life,  and  yet  he  is  quite  a  proficient  short-hand 
writer.  When  about  twenty  years  of  age  he  began 
teaching  school,  and  this  he  continued  during  the 
winter  months  for  more  than  thirty  years.  He  learned 
surveying  when  young,  and  has  done  most  of  the 
surveying  in  his  section  from  that  time  to  the  present. 
He  has  been  a  member  of  the  school  committee  many 
years ;  was  town  clerk  and  treasurer  during  the  war, 
when  the  duties  of  the  oflic^  were  arduous  and  re- 
sponsible. He  has  been  justice  of  the  peace  more 
thnn  twenty  years,  and  has  done  considerable  probate 
busin«»ss.  In  politics,  he  is  a  KepublicJin.  His  resi- 
dence is  situated  a  few  rods  northeast  of  the  old  ances- 
tral home,  where  lived  nnd  died  his  father  and  grand- 
father, nnd  on  Innd  which  has  been  in  the  family 
since  its  first  scttlcmetit.  He  was  chosen  deacon  of 
the  First  C'Ongregational  Church  Oct.  1,  1848,  and 
from  that  time  to  the  present  has  held  that  position. 
He  is  a  man  of  sound  judgment,  much  thought, 
honest  convictions,  and  pure  J\nd  exalted  character, 
modest,  dignified,  nnd  uniisMumtng,  a  great  lover  of 
mornlity,  and  is  a  highly-esteenied  and  useful  citizen 
of  the  community. 

Mrs.  Jones  is  a  daughter  of  Deacon  Asaliel  and 
Dcbornh  (Martin)  Bliss,  of  llehoboth,  Mass.  She  is 
descende<1  from  one  of  the  oldest  and  best  families  of 
the  town.  (See  IJlIss  genealogy.)  Her  father  was 
deacon  of  the  Congregational  Church  in  his  native 
town  nearly  fifty  years.  He  was  a  man  of  high  moral 
principles,  an  earnest  and  devoted  Christian,  and 
when  he  died,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-three, 
his  mourners  equaled  the  number  of  his  acquaintances. 


.lOIJN  TIIACY. 

Many  of  the  New  England  Tracys  are  descended 
from  Sir  John  Tracy,  Knight  of  Tuddington,  county 
of  (ilnncoster,  Kngland.  A  number  of  the  name 
came  from  Kngland  and  settled  at  and  about  Nor- 
wich, (>)nn.  The  first,  however,  of  whom  there  is 
any  definite  knowledge  was  Stephen,  who  came  over 
in  the  "Ann,"  and  landed  at  riymouth  in  U]2^  with 
his  wife  Tryphosa,  whom  he  had  married  at  I^eyden, 
Jan.  2,  Ifi2l.  Frcmi  him  it  is  very  probable  John 
Tronic  of  whom  we  write,  is  descended.  lie  was  born 
in  JVmbroke,  Mass.,  Nov.  11,  1798;  is  the  son  of 
Jacob  and  Hannah  (Ford)  Tracy,  grandson  of  Asaph 
and  Mary  (Jacobs),  and  great-grandson  of  Thomas, 
who  was  born  about  1695,  and  resided  in  Pembroke; 
he  died  M^yl^.  Ihit  little  is  known  of  him  further 
than  tlie  place  of  liiH  abo<ie,  but  he  must  have  been  a 
man  of  some  consequence,  aa  J>'«  name  frequently  ap- 
pears in  the  early  record^  ^^  ^^^^  town*    Asaph,  his 


son,  was  born  in  1723;  married  Mary  Jacobs,  1748, 
who  was  bom  172/>,  and  died  Dec.  6,  1786.  He  died 
July  6,  1799.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and 
was  a  Revolutionary  soldier.  They  had  children,  of 
whom  Jacob  was  one.  Jacob  was  born  Aug.  6,  1760, 
at  Pembroke,  was  a  farmer  and  mechanic.  He  mar- 
ried Hannah  Ford,  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  Ford, 
Feb.  24,  1788.  They  removed  to  Ilaynham«  Mass., 
where  their  latter  years  were  spent.  He  died  July 
21,  1831 ;  she  died  Oct.  24,  1852. 

John  Tracy  was  quite  young  when  brought  by  his 
parents  to  Raynham.  Here  he  grew  up  to  manhood, 
and  married  lluldah  Miles,  daughter  of  Joel  and 
Mary  Miles,  June  1,  1828,  in  Boston,  Mass.  She 
was  born  May  11,  1800,  at  Fitzwilliam,  N.  H.,  and 
died  July  21,  1878.  He  died  Dec.  10, 1876.  They 
had  no  offspring. 

Mr.  Tracy  was  a  representative  farmer  and  busi- 
ness man  of  Raynham,  and  one  of  its  most  respected 
citizens.  In  connection  with  his  farming  interests  he 
also  established  a  saw-mill,  which  is  still  owned  and 
operated  by  his  legal  successor,  James  R.  Tracy. 

In  politics,  he  was  a  Republican.  He  was  assessor 
and  selectman  of  his  town,  and  always  closely  identi- 
fied with  the  best  interests  of  the  community.  Though 
conservative  in  sentiment,  yet  he  was  liberal  and  pro- 
gressive in  his  ideas.  He  was  a  kind,  good  man,  one 
who  spoke  and  acted  fearlessly  and  from  conviction. 
He  was  very  charitable  to  the  poor  and  liberal  towards 
the  church.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church.  Mrs.  Tracy  was  a  noble  type  of  woman, 
pure  and  exalted  in  character,  and  kind  and  lovable 
in  disposition. 

As  they  had  no  children  of  their  own  they  adopted 
James  L.  S.  Russell,  who  now  bears  the  name  of  his 
adopted  parent.  He  was  born  in  Boston,  Aug.  25, 
1835,  came  to  reside  with  Mr.  Tracy  in  1847,  and  has 
since  been  a  citizen  of  Raynham.  He  married,  June 
7,  1863,  Mary  F.,  daughter  of  Col.  Franklin  and  Mary 
(Forbes)  Ijcach.  She  was  born  March  10, 1844.  They 
have  two  children, — Huldah  M.  and  Ionise  M.  Both 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tracy  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  for  many  years  their  parlors 
have  been  used  weekly  as  a  place  of  public  worship. 
Mr.  Tracy  is  an  officer  in  the  church,  and  one  of  its 
most  liberal  supporters.  Their  daugliters  are  bright, 
intelligent,  and  accomplished.  Rev.  David  Russell, 
father  of  James,  was  born  in  Hartford,  Conn.,  mar- 
ried Lydia  Thompson,  and  had  four  children — Mary 
E.,  Charles  G.,  James  Lawrence  Scott,  and  10<lwin  B. 
He  was  an  exemplary  Christian,  and  a  gifted  minister 
of  the  Episcopal  Church.  He  died  in  New  York  City, 
August,  1871,  where  he  was  deeply  interested  in  the 
cause  of  missions.  His  son  Edwin  B.  is  rector  of  a 
church  in  Paterson,  N.  J.  Charles  Q.  was  first  lieu- 
tenant in  Company  D,  Col.  Webster's  regiment,  and 
was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  July  3,  1863. 
MrH.  Russell  died  Jan., 5,  1881,  aged  seventy-nine. 
James  R.  Tracy  is  of  active,  unobtrusive  character,  a 
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good  uiti/un,  and  n  wurlliy  Cliriattiin.  llo  jiuyii  tliU 
tribute  to  tlie  memory  of  his  fo8te^full10^  Iljut  iiis 
name  and  the  rei;ord  of  bis  good  deeds  may  live 
through  the  coming  years. 


CHAPTER    LVIII.' 


irt<i — TojBErnph)' — Qitj  Organ  luUon 


[rllmUaii  towinliBbMoT?,  Dul,liyl*r- 
:k  rurllMr  lliu  mu  oBolwuiiliidiU  wbtn 
1  suiwiitod  Id  wrlls  Kutltiliic  connnillis  lb*  Mirl/  yluillnc  or  Ibt 
lawn  and  luBntKltlin.  No  lilalgrj  urTsunlunbuyrtbHii  trillUn. 
Mr.  Duylln  rumldaxl  Dincb  lBI>nsUii(  iihI  lin^nvil  uwlUr  nlslluf 
ta  111  libtarjr  fur  Ills  Bnl  lllt>  >«n,  uid  B».llr,  KiHtr;,  111  bla  ■•  Hlult- 

Ihnu  tlma  lo  tlmm  baaii  glireu  tu  tbt  |Hili]Ic,  bul  all  tlila  baa  uooeiBarllj 
batd  tt^gmtatAij  and,  uT  ooum,  QoaalkllHlorjr, 

lb  what  li  liara  pnaaulad  LI  liai  bun  nty  u]||iisl,  lu  far  aa  imaillilv,  iq 
M  UiB  ftUiara  inaak  tut  ILtniHlrM,  (ud  Uisnibn  grlgli-al  i«|xr^  In  ■ 
■raatar«lonlparba|ialhui  ■una  will  i]-pnira,biiabwu  (Iran  In  limlr 
InlEiTlU'.  Buna  of  tba  mun  lBi|Kirtuil  lawi  st  IIm  buIuuLJ  inrivd,  ile- 
anliig  Iha  dullH  uf  tnwn  offlgan,  ban  alau  Uaa  fliau  lu  full  nibat 


iBrUiiOnitnlC 
M  iltan  at  laugl 
tt  th*  grlglBkl  Ih 


irtll  ba  raalbad. 


TiiK  city  of  Taunton  lien  in  tho  iiortlicnutcrly  jiiirt 
of  Itriutot  County,  mid  in  bounded  un  llio  imrtiiwusl 
by  Norton,  on  the  northeast  by  Roaton,  on  the  cast 
by  Kaynham,  Middleborough,  and  Lakevillc,  un  tlic 
Bouth  liy  Iterkby  nnd  Dighton,  uiid  on  lliu  went  liy 
llcholioth.  In  ita  greatest  lengtli,  fruiti  northwoit  Ui 
southeast,  it  meaaum  nillier  over  t«n  miles;  ita 
greatest  breadth,  being  ocroiis  its  northweaterly  por- 
tion, from  northeast  to  eoulhweat,  ia  nine  milea,  while 
Acroaa  ita  central  portion,  between  Raynhani  and 
Berkley,  it  is  less  than  Iwu  miles.  Ita  present  outline 
ia  extremely  irregular  and  awkward,  the  result  of 
setting  oir  several  new  towns  from  the  i>ri|;iiml  terri- 
tory, in  which  more  regard  seenw  lo  have  been  liad 
for  the  symmetry  of  the  partu  thus  taken  llian  of  tlie 
part  that  remained. 

IL  has  few  marked  lojiogruphital  features,  the  sur- 
face being  generally  level.    I'rospect  Hill,  two  and  u 


liulf  niilea  north  of  City  Sipiare,  is  one  liiiiulred  mid 
uoventy-fivo  feel  above  City  Squuro,  and  is  tliehigheil 
point  within  the  city  limits.  At  its  southerly  base 
lies  Prospect  Hill  Pond,  a  beautiful  sheet  of  water, 
sufrouoded  by  high  land,  eicept  ou  the  aoulherly 
side,  from  which  a  small  outlet  flows  easterly  Into  the 
Fowling  I'oiid  in  lUynhain.  StitI  fartlier  uurthwcst- 
erly  are  Scadding's  and  Watson's  I'ontls,  which  are 
connected  by  an  outlet  from  the  latter,  Scaddiiig's 
also  receiving  a  small  stream  flowiug  from  Winul- 
cunnelt  Pond,  which  lies  just  across  the  northwest- 
erly boundary  in  Norton.  Mill  Biver  ia  the  nutlet  of 
Sciidding's  Pond,  ami  tlows  in  a  soatlicrly  direction 
through  the  inauufouturing  villages  of  Wliitientoa, 
Britannia ville,  and  Uopewell,  affbrding  water-power 
to  each,  and  also  (o  several  man ufn dories  in  the  cen- 
tre, and  emptiuB  into  Taunton  Uivcr  ut  the  Nl-cL  of 
Land. 

Tbrce-Mile  Uiver,  I'oimud  by  thu  junction  of  Ituui- 
furd  and  Wilding  Uivcn  in  Norton,  llows  tlimugh  tJie 
village!)  or  Oakland  and  Wostvillu,  in  thu  wwtcrly 
pan  of  (he  city,  to  the  village  of  North  Dlghlun, 
which  is  pi\rtly  in  TaunUm,  and  IVom  iIiitu  it  form* 
the  boundary  bulwcou  Taunton  anil  Uiglilun  lor  a 
ilistance  of  a  mile  and  a  half,  until  it  cnij'tiui  inlO 
Taunton  Uiver.  It  fumiahcit  valnabic  wut<'r-j>ow«r  ^ 
in  each  nf  the  viliagea  named.  ■ 

The  principal  stream  is  Taunton  Uiver,  callt^l  bf 
the  inhabitants  the  Great  River,  to  dialinguish  it 
from  Milt  Kivcr,  which  is  commonly  called  the  Little 
River.  It  has  ila  sources  in  several  small  strcums  in 
Plymouth  County,  forms  the  boundary  between  Rayn- 
liam  and  Middleborough,  Tuuutoii  and  MiddlelKV'  _J 
ongli,  and  the  sunlherly  boundary  between  Raynhora 
nnd  Taunton.  At  East  Taunton  there  is  a  dain  which 
furnished  a  head  of  water  for  tlie  Old  Colony  Iron 
Company,  located  there.  The  tide  ebbs  uml  lluwa  to 
this  point,  and  tugs  and  scows  ascend  thus  far  witli 
freight.  The  head  of  navigation  fur  sailing  vessels 
'}»  at  Weir  vilhigo,  which  hiia  u  large  and  tiiiiHirUnl 
trade  in  iron,  coal,  and  grain,  tionio  sevunteen  niilu* 
below  this  plaue,  at  Fall  Rivor,  it  eniptie«  into  Mount 
Ho{>e  [lay. 

In  thu  easterly  part  of  tin:  city  there  are  sovi'ml 
ponds,  known  as  Furnace  Pund,  Itubitistm  Jk  King's 
Pond,  Dean  Factory  Pond,  and  Itear-llulo  I'lmd, 
which  afTurd  by  tlieir  oulluta  waler-])ower  for  eeveral 
saw- mills. 

There  are  forests  of  considerable  extent  in  tlic  out- 
lying districls,  the  largest  being  the  Qreiit  Cedar 
Swamp,  Heveral  miles  in  extent,  which  covers  the 
iiorliieudterly  corner  of  Ihe  territnry.  Apart  .from 
this  the  prevailing  growth  is  white-pine,  altbough 
there  arc  htrgu  oak  and  maple  forests,  intertiperbed 
with  eheslnnl,  beech,  ush,  and  other  hard-woinl  trees, 
and  pitch-pine  is  fonud  to  some  extent. 

On  the  Rnil  Monday  of  January,  ISG6,  two  hundred 
and  twenty-eighl  years,  at  least,  after  the  finl  settle- 
uienC  of  Cohaunet,  and  two  hundred  and  twenty-fivB 
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years  afler  receiving  the  name  of  Taunton,  a  city  or- 
ganization wa9  inaugurated,  and  tiie  territory  was 
divided  into  eight  wards.  Tlie  ]>o|>u1ation  at  that 
time  was  1G,005.  In  ITGT)  the  number  of  families  in 
the  town  was  49.'^,  and  the  population  was  2745;  in 
1800  the  population  was  3860;  in  1810,3907;  in  1820, 
4520.  Since  the  organization  of  the  city  the  popula- 
tion has  increased  as  follows:  1870,  18,629;  1875, 
20,445;  1880,21,213. 


CHAPTER  LIX. 

TAUNTON'— ( Continued,) 
Riirlj  Kxplorntfonn— Finit  Settlement— Acqniiiition  of  Territorj. 

Taunton  is  the  oldest  settlement  in  Bristol  County, 
and  the  third  in  order  of  time,  after  Plymouth  itself, 
in  Plymouth  Colony,  8cituate  having  been  incor- 
porated in  1636,  Duxbury  in  1637,  and  Taunton  in 
1639. 

A  romantic  interest  attaches  to  the  pioneers  in  any 
new  enterprise,  and  especially  to  those  who  found  a 
new  settlement  in  a  wild  and  uninhabited  region. 
And  when  such  enterprise  is  exposed  to  dangers  from 
savage  attack,  made  more  fearful  by  reason  of  dis- 
tance from  friendly  help,  our  admiration  is  kindled 
for  adventure  so  daring  and  heroic. 

Such  an  interest  in  the  first  settlers  of  Taunton 
must  always  be  felt  by  the  successive  generations  of 
dwellers  in  this  ancient  town.  Could  the  name  of  the 
very  first  settler  be  known,  the  date  when  he  "sat 
down"  here,  the  location  of  the  lands  he  first  cleared, 
the  spot  on  which  stood  his  first  rude  dwelling,  it 
would  satisfy  that  strong  natural  desire  to  ascertain 
the  origin  of  things,  and  a  spot  so  interesting  would 
doubtless  be  marked  by  some  permanent  memorial. 
Hut  such  certainty  of  knowledge  is  now  probably  un- 
attainable by  the  most  patient  research.  The  settle- 
ment of  Plymouth  was  made  before  the  eyes  of 
the  world.  Every  detail  in  the  movements  of  the 
"  Mayflower,"  from  Provincetown  to  Plymouth  Har- 
bor, has  been  preserved,  and  the  rock  on  the  shore 
upon  which  her  immortal  ship's  company  stepped  as 
thcv  landed  has  become  the  "  head  of  the  corner"  in 
our  national  temple.  The  towns  north  and  south  of 
Plymouth,  upon  the  sea-shore,  were  settled  mostly  by 
Plymouth  men,  and  under  the  immediate  super- 
vision of  the  parent  colony,  and  so  their  very  earliest 
beginnings  are  known,  l^ut  the  early  settlers  of 
Taunton  were  not  from  Plymouth,  although  they 
wore  men  of  a  like  spirit  with  those  colonists.  The 
location  was  far  inland,  and  they  had  no  annalist 
among  them  like  Winslow  or  Bradford  to  record  their 
doings.  Their  early  history  must  be  gleaned  from 
the  proprietary  records, — oflen  tantalizing  in  their 

1  py  Jnnipt  floury  Deiiii. 


character, — from  the  dealings  of  the  government  of 
Plymouth  Colony  with  the  town  after  its  incorpora- 
tion, and  from  deeds,  wills,  and  correspondence  that 
chance  has  preserved,  and  allusions  found  in  the 
dealings  of  other  towns  with  this. 

The  first  Europeans  who  traversed  the  territory 
were  undoubtedly  E^lward  Winslow,  afterwards  Gov- 
ernor of  Plymouth  Colony,  and  Stephen  Hopkins,  on 
their  journey  to  visit  Massasoit  in  June  or  July,  1621. 
The  narrative  of  this  visit  in  "Mourt's  Relation," 
written  most  probably  by  Winslow  himself,  has  been 
often  cited,  but  it  has  an  appropriate  place  in  this 
history,  and  is  here  given  in  part.  The  original  or- 
thography and  punctuation  are  retained : 

"It  Memed  good  to  the  OomiMUiy  for  niftny  coDilderations  to  lend 
■oDie  nroongit  them  to  M iiMiMoyt,  the  greateet  Gommftuder  amongst  the 
Sarngee,  bonloring  about  ns;  parUy  to  know  vhare  to  find  them,  if 
occasion  serred,  as  also  to  see  their  strength,  disooTer  the  Oonntry,  pre- 
rent  abnsps  in  tlidr  disorderlj  comming  unto  ns,  make  satisfiiction  for 
some  conceireci  injuries  to  lie  done  on  onr  fuirts,  and  to  conUnne  the 
league  of  Peace  and  Friendship  between  them  and  ns.  For  these,  and 
the  like  ends,  it  pleased  the  Governonr  to  make  choice  of  Steven  IIop- 
klnn,  A  Edward  Winsloe  to  goe  unto  him,  and  having  a  fit  opportnnlUe, 
bj  reason  of  a  Savage,  called  Tisqnantnm  (that  ooald  speake  English) 
comming  unto  ns ;  with  all  expediUon  provided  a  Horse-mans  coat,  of 
red  cotton,  and  laced  with  a  slight  lace  Ibr  a  present,  that  both  they  and 
their  message  might  be  the  more  acceptable  amongst  them.  The  Mes- 
sage WNS  as  followeth:  That  forasmuch  as  his  subjects  came  often  and 
without  feare,  u|ion  all  occasions  amongst  ns,  so  woe  were  now  come 
unto  him,  and  in  witnosse  of  the  love  and  good  will  the  English  beare 
unto  him,  the  Governour  hath  sent  him  a  coat,  desiring  thai  the  Peace 
and  Aniiile  that  was  betweene  them  and  ns  might  be  continued,  not 
that  we  feared  them,  but  because  we  intended  not  to  Injure  anj  desiring 
to  live  poaceablj :  and  as  with  all  men,  so  espedallj  with  them  our 
nearest  neighbours.  But  whereas  his  people  came  verj  often,  and  very 
many  ^•gethe^  unto  us,  bringing  for  the  most  part  their  wives  and  chil- 
drenVith  them,  they  were  welloome;  yet  we  being  but  strangers  as  yet 
at  Patnxet,  alias  New  Plimmouth,  and  not  knowing  how  unr  Come 
might  prosper,  we  could  no  longer  give  tliem  such  entertainment  as  we 
hsil  done,  and  as  wo  desiretl  still  to  doe:  yet  If  he  would  be  pleased  to 
come  himseiro,  or  any  spcclall  friend  of  his  desired  to  see  nn^  comming 
from  hini  they  should  lie  wellcome;  and  to  the  end  we  might  know 
them  from  otliors,  our  Governour  had  sent  him  a  copper  Clinyne,  desiring 
If  any  Messenger  should  come  from  him  to  us,  we  might  know  him  by 
bringing  it  with  him,  and  hearken  and  give  credit  to  his  Meemge  arcord- 
Ingly.  Also  requesting  him  that  such  as  have  skins,  should  bring  ihem 
to  nn,  and  that  he  would  hinder  the  multitude  fhim  oppressing  ni  with 
them,  and  whereas  at  onr  first  arrivall  at  Ptufmet  (called  by  us  Otpt  Cod) 
we  found  there  Oorne  buried  In  the  ground,  and  finding  no  lnhnl)itantB 
but  some  graves  of  dead  new  buryed,  took  the  Gorne,  reenlving  if 
ever  wc  could  heare  of  any  that  had  right  thereunto,  to  make  satisfac- 
tion to  the  full  for  It,  yet  since  wo  understand  the  owners  thereof  were 
fled  for  feare  of  us,  our  desire  was  either  to  pay  them  with  the  like  quan- 
tltie  of  come,  English  moale,  or  any  other  Oommodlties  we  had  to 
pleasure  them  wlthall;  requesting  him  that  some  one  of  his  men  might 
signifle  so  much  unto  them,  and  we  would  content  him  for  his  pslnes.  A  nd 
last  of  all,  onr  Governour  requested  one  favour  of  him,  which  wns,  that 
ho  would  exchange  some  of  their  Gome  for  feede  with  ui,  that  we  might 
make  t'yall  which  beet  agreed  with  the  soyle  where  we  live. 

**Mrith  tbpso  presents  and  meesnge  we  set  forward  the  tenth  June, 
almnt  9  a  clocke  In  the  Morning,  our  gnlde  resolving  that  night  to  rest 
at  N'lmnfrhft^tK  Tnwnn  under  MitMnnn^t^  and  conceived  by  ns  to  lioe  very 
neore,  becaiine  the  Inlmbitnnts  flocko«l  so  thicke  upon  every  uliglit 
occtiHiun  amongst  us:  but  woe  found  It  to  bee  some  flfteon  English 
niyles.  On  the  way  we  fnniid  some  ten  or  twelve  men  women  and 
children,  which  had  |iestered  tts,  till  wee  wore  weario  of  them,  perceiv- 
ing that  (ns  the  manner  of  them  all  is)  where  victuall  Is  easillest  to  be 
got,  there  they  live,  especially  In  the  summer:  by  reason  whereof  onr 
Bay  nflbrtling  many  Tiolisters,  they  resort  every  spring  tide  thither:  ii 
now  returned  with  us  to  NanuuehH.  Thither  we  came  about  S  a  clocke 
nfter  nnone,  the  Inhabitants  entoriaining  us  with  Joy,  in  the  beet  man- 
ner they  could,  giving  us  a  kinds  of  bread  called  by  them  Xfaufam.  and 


th  I*  TtMir-amlmm  inlil  am  ww  •litinlil  lwi«r  la  Mw  in)  mob  ISJwiwWBk, 
alon  SDd  U'tlit  ilctiuli  (limi  Ihtn :  IMue  ollllDt  lo  bolrn  wit  J.Hir- 
«r  Ihri  Vwudhiuh  (llii»  »  onlllui  111*  I 

■Ivi,  giia  111  a(  tliatr  Bali,  aud  wa  Uirw  iT  niir  tMimIi,  uoI  daublln(  but 
«•  •lidulil  li»a  «aii(1i  Blian  an  m  eui*,    Tlian  ot  Me*l  lu  <l>* 

It  ImIiii  ■  Bugd  lru(lli.   Tl.ti  ctuiiihI  It  nij  (ugil  wi  bulb  Mn,  It  balu( 

ilyail  In  octhi  i-lifuo  nul  lonKiliioa:  utd  pill)  II  naawl  latu  aaa.au 
anas  (luJI;  SoUlo,  t  m  xell  iwiilail,  wllhuul  invii  Ui  ilrwa  uiil  laiiiun 
Ills  •■ma.  UiKin  ItaUDIvat  dwallMli  Uamitoti!  Ilunuiiiilli  tutu  Ih* 
8»  at  U»  X-attM^im-I  D»y,  wLgra  Ilia  rrantti  iiiau  h  iuucIi  am.    A 


ful.luukauurleaiauid  Jaiikrlid,  lalng  Uiaii  u)viHii|ii>al«l  oIUl  auu 
ilia  3iUvac>t,  baituc  Kgna  nloni  *lu  nylH  tij  IJia  Uliar  alOa,  t> 

bnaclica,  fur  wi  mmtwiiLBllmroH,  llrtni  Jel  ma  uirt  IVircal  Ilia  vaJkiii 
and  aiumia  of  aona  or  Ilia  Baliagaa,  mi  Ilia  u^ipiWMaMa  at  tin  ilta 
tot  tliare  wera  rauialnlng  allla  ODiJI  1  DaD.  t-aih  ii(«d,  Mpaulully  tli 
ouaUoInc  alvio  [1>rM*oi>un;  Tliinatwo  ualiyliig  iiiuw|i*ux  •■(hiiii  *i 


upon  ua  with  Uialc  Iwwo,  UtoJ  iluHoniJad  wlinl  sa  wara,  M|i|iiiilni|  at 
■DliaaiiTiii1iia,aiKl  thlnkjuc  W  Uka  adviiiiUtfu  gu  u)  111  Ih*  Miliar  I  lul 
■Hlug  wa  vara  friauda,  tliay  waleuaied  ua  witli  auck  bula  u  tlia;  liad, 
and  wa  beaUiwnl  ■  aaull  bnualal  of  Baulaa  uu  lliam.  Tbua  liuTf  Waa 
an  inn  Uw  Tide  aba  and  flwwi. 

■'lU>liicliDraa|iiliianri*aliB]auraalHa,w»piw*arlaJ  |m  our  Jour- 
act,  U>a  waalLar  beiuf  tirjr  bula  fUr  timull,  t'f  <l>a  IVuiitiji  au  wall 

luhdUt  EDula  Ilia  Ibln^baaliluaiuatl  Ulvan  En  abuiulatica;  butdinSiJ' 
lafc*  will  iitit  wLMLujilj  dtlukat  but  at  aaiirliMt  baad.  Wbm  WHcaaia 
lo  aiijr  auwll  Bruuk*  vbar*  no  brUga  Hua,  Iwg  of  Ibini  iliialrol  lu  airri 
■a  IbiMiili  ur  Ibalr  own*  aaonli,  alao  fiwtliiv  woa  wan  w  wuliUI  lo 

olulUsa,  wa  abuuld  ban  tluai  urrlatl;  and  aa  Iba  una  uT  llu«>  bail 
bniiil  UHua  iimbill  kliulnaaaa  ftwu  una  at  Ilia  HioauuKin,  aud  Iba 
otbar  blraK*  fntu  U.a  otliar  m  tlia/  ibaWiil  ibiHr  IbBiiharuliiuMi  ac- 
wnliudf  lu  alTgnllni  Bi  all  bilpa  and  nirtlinMc*  lu  Iba  Junruar- 


Ulia, 


flia  lubaldUd.  bj  nwuu  wlian-,f,  uiudi  uimiihI  Itaa 

adai  wbiali  (nwa  blgliar  Uiaii  uut  litada.    Tlicn  1* 

«r  boUi  O-k.,  WalluuHn..  inixa,  8<«l>,  and  ..cwl- 

il-traM.    Tba  aoaulry  In  t»i>Ki  at  lli*  Ijlui  at  l^  la 

and  blllir.  Ilka  uanjr  pbuti  lu  SiiaUud.    lu  wiuia 

K.™,  11  WM  Ibougbl  WMI.  being  .  cgud  uihI  wiunn 

xkia  bulb  aboii  inHiiid  mid  lu  II;  Auil  Uiuugli  Iba 

.  tnaji  Hill  nda  ■  buna  uiiusaat  Ibau. 

alra.1  lu  l«>u  ■.Ul*  wntcrauca  ttilb  Ilia  Dulcb,  iKil 

liiamb,  ul.*  uf  tlia  cgiulam/,  an  liidl«..  aa|,i«l  u  uiai., 

aliuulil  lui»  a<i  at  ail  u|i|Hinuiill]'.    Tu  tliat  and  nijrar 

bf  it,  wo  .ikad  lliam  ir  ll«,,  fuurnl  aujr,  lba»  lubl  at 

initciia  mid  bbl  iliamaullufsais!  loilhuufb  Ibiy  wara 

u  »dnilui.t.[  la  litin :  h.Tiu(  uua  Uaa.r  Jubu  ll> 

Tlic  Jule  given  itii  the  tlino  uf  Hturllng  on  tliU  cs- 
pcdilioii  is  probably  wrong,  as  tbo  lOtli  of  Juno  fell 
on <Suii Jay,  wlieu  tlieuu  iilnut  obiiorvers  of  ibu  Lunl'i 
duy  would  lie  moul  unlikely  to  iiiiilcrtakc  such  a  j(iur> 
ncy.  Hort»n,  in  the  "  New  Kiigluntl  Meinorid," 
given  July  2d,  which  v/nn  MonHuy,  ua  tlie  time,  luid 
IlriiiKord,  iu  liia  "  Hiatory  of  IMymatith  I'Untutiou," 
gives  the  uuiiiu  ilate.  Tliia  ngruea  bttLer  willi  ulliei 
ovonts  itarrntci]  by  Wiiialow,  mid  i^  ))nibubly  uarreeL 

Niininiivbt:!,  the  I  mliun  villiip;  whi.'ri>  ihuy  lirsl 
stO]>[>cd,  ia  Id  the  town  of  Mitl<Ilubori)Ugli,  ii|>on  Nu- 
uiooLet  River,  which  is  nil  outlet  uf  AaBOifompMt 
roiid,  mid  eaiptien  into  Tuuutoii  River.  Tlitire  the 
Arat  JUiigliiih  Huttleineiit  in  Uiut  town  waa  m»il0,  '^"^  it 
still  beunt  tlie  nitiiie  of  Numiiaket  villiige.  The  plitee 
whet%  tlioy  Hjieiit  tlie  iiiglit  wiu  iiii  Tuuutou  Itivtn;  iu 
tlic  north wuatcrly  [iiiri  iif  MiiMlubor()ii|;li,  ailksl  bjr 
the  Intliuiia,  logclher  with  Ihu  ngion  in  Hint  vkinity. 
Tcl.i<]uet.  A  pluuwinl  villiiijL'  in  llie  oauio  li<«3ilU]r 
|R-r|iutuut(»  tliu  niiiiiu  us  TltiL-ul.  It  wiw  alwi  an- 
ciently known  as  tlio  Ulil  Indian  Weiir.  Froai  tlien 
ilsuema  they  folluwcil  ihu  river  iiiilll  ihuy  ruuekud 
"'  the  knowiieahole  i>liiCf,"  whiuh  Wiis  iin<)niil>lu(lly  ol 
Biiuawbolly,  or  Eiut  TiuinUiii,  ilI  or  iiciir  lliu  louktion 
of  the  Old  Colony  Iron-Wurka,  wiiuru  they  crumo) 
tlie  Hveraiidcontinuedthdr  journey  on  the  tinrtlicrly 
»nd  westerly  Hide,  probubly  utinig  tlie  routo  of  the  |trM- 
cnlroiulfrum  HaatTnuiilunloTuDiilnii  Origin, ihrtmgh 
Dean  Street,  tiiid  ao  following  tho  rivttr  soittbcrly, 
tliroiigh  the  prenitnt  towns  of  Dighton,  8omcriM.'l,  and 
Swdiweii,  to  "  i'uckiinokit;k,"  the  reaidciiue  of  "  Mniurf 
Hoyt,"  ill  what  ia  now  Warren,  R.  I. 

In  March,  1C23,  Wiualow  inoilo  ouuthor  visit  to 
MaiHiisuit,  Ilia  eoiii|iiiiiion  being  John  iIuui|Hlcii, 
tlioiight  by  Hun.  FniiiuiH  lluylieu,  hi  his  "  lliatury  of 
I'lyniouth  Colony,"  iiuU  by  Dr.  llelkniip,  in  "  Aiiicri- 
onn  lUogmiiby,"  lo  bu  lliu  ICiitjIiith  imlriul  of  llmt 
nniue  so  iiniiiiiiKnt  in  the  time  iil'l'liiirliii  I.  Tlio 
Ilmt  piirt  uf  Wiimluw'M  nurriilivu  ia  iia  rollowii: 

-  Iluilu(  lliu  Uiin  UiBl  lbs  c-alrfaln  (Wainllali)  waa  al  Uauuiual,  am 
amis  b>  1'ljuiu.ilh  llwl  Ma-a-iiwal  waa  Ilka  (u  dia,  ai«l  lluU  ai  Iba 


The  "  ferry"  referred  t 
where  Slade'e  Ferry  now 


ia  tliouglit  to  have  iKcn 
ia,  between  Bomerstst  autl 
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Fall  River.  It  is  reasonable  to  puppose  tliat  Winslow 
took  the  same  route  as  on  his  former  visit,  stopping, 
as  lie  says,  the  first  night  at  "  Ncmaakct,"  and  follow- 
ing the  river  till  he  reached  the  ferry. 

As  to  the  identity  of  his  companion  with  tlie  John 
Uam|Mlen  of  the  English  revolution,  Drake,  in  his 
edition  of  Baylies,  says,  *'  It  is  pretty  certain  that  the 
patriot  was  a  resident  of  I^ndon  between  1619  and 
1623.  On  a  survey  of  what  is  at  present  known  on 
the  subject,  it  seems  quite  probable  that  Dr.  Belknap 
conjectured  rationally,  and  that  there  is  more  than  a 
probability  that  the  afterwards  renowned  gentleman 
was  once  in  New  England."  Savage,  however,  in 
'•  (Genealogical  Dictionary,"  strongly  dissents  from  this 
conclusion,  and  rather  ridicules  the  idea.  In  this  bal- 
ancing of  probabilities,  aided  by  the  few  known  facts, 
tJic  preponderance  is  rather  in  favor  of  the  belief  that 
the  renowned  patriot  did  winter  in  Plymouth,  and 
desiring  much  to  see  the  c*)untry,  followed  the  course 
of  our  beautiful  river  from  Titicut  to  the  "ferry" 
with  Winslow,  and  with  him  visited  the  sick  sachem 
of  the  Wampanoags. 

In  the  accounts  of  these  visit<«,  Winslow  gives  the 
only  original  description  we  have  by  an  actual  ob- 
server of  the  territory  of  Taunton  and  the  other  towns 
on  Taunton  River  as  it  appeared  before  any  settle- 
ments were  made  by  the  English.  His  graphic  pic- 
ture is  of  very  deep  interest.  The  ground  was  very 
gocNl  on  both  sides,  springs  and  small  streams 
abounded;  thousands  of  men  had  lived  there  who 
died  in  a  great  plague;  much  ground  was  clear,  save 
of  weeds,  which  grew  higher  than  their  heads;  there 
was  much  good  timber,  and  pity  it  was  to  see  so 
many  goodly  fields,  and  so  well  seated,  without  men 
to  dress  and  manure  the  same. 

The  vacant  ground,  deserted,  depopulated,  waited 
for  a  superior  rare  to  enter  in  and  subdue  it  and 
multiply  therein.  Just  how  long  it  waited  for  the 
beginning  of  a  periiianent  settlement  we  know  not. 
There  is  n  (ratlition,  mentioned  by  Mr.  Baylies,  that 
seitliTs  were  here  iw  early  as  1()2();  but  the  tradition 
fastens  upon  no  names  or  localities,  and  has  nothing 
to  support  it. 

In  Plymouth  Colony  Records,  vol.  i.  p.  53,  under 
date  of  March  7,  163G-37,  there  is  a  list  of  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-three  names,  headed,  "The  names  of 
the  Freemen."  At  the  end  of  the  list,  inclosed  in  a 
bracket, are  the  following  seven  names:  Mr.  William 
Poole,  Mr.  John  (iilbert,  Sr.,  Mr.  Henry  Andrews, 
John  Stronge,  John  Deane,  Walter  Deane,  I'^dward 
Case,  and  against  them  the  words,  "of  Coliannett." 
This  was  the  Indian  name  of  the  locality,  and  the 
name  by  which  the  settlement  was  at  first  designated. 
The  residence  of  no  others  in  the  list  is  designated, 
except  "  Mr.  John  I^athrop,  pastor  of  Scituate."  The 
best  of  evidence  is  thus  furnished  that  early  in  the 
year  VVM  a  settlement  was  already  established  here 
having  at  least  seven  freemen.  I"  vol.  %\,  of  the 
same   records  (Laws),  p.  ij;    under  date  of  ^^^-  ^> 


1637,  in  the  margin,  are  these  words,  "Taunton  began 
here  to  be  added  to  this  booke."  In  vol.  i.  p.  105, 
Dec.  4,  1038,  is  this  entry,  "  John  Strong  is  sworno 
constable  of  Cohannett  until  June  next."  In  vol.  xi. 
again,  p.  31,  March  5,  1638-39,  it  is  ordered,  "That 
Captaine  Poole  shall  exercise  the  inhabitants  of  Co- 
hannett in  their  armes." 

Ancient  Cohannett  had  thus  both  a  civil  and  mili- 
tary organization.  The  appointment  of  constable 
was  a  recognition  of  the  settlement  as  a  separate 
town.  No  formal  acts  of  incorporation  were  passed 
in  that  early  time,  as  was  the  custom  afterwards,  but 
when  a  community  had  acquired  the  quality  of  per- 
manence, had  sufficient  numbers  to  form  a  church 
and  support  a  minister,  and  a  reasonable  prospect  of 
being  able  to  defend  itself  against  Indian  attacks,  it 
was  allowed  by  the  government  at  Plymouth  to  have 
officers  and  an  organization  of  its  own,  and  was 
thenceforth  treated  as  a  {political  unit.  The  only 
civil  officer,  intrusted  with  executive  functions  also, 
appointed  for  the  towns  for  a  long  time  was  the  con- 
stable. He  represented  the  power  and  authority  of 
the  General  Court.  He  was  the  right  hand  of  the 
government  in  each  separate  community.  He  per- 
formed the  duties  of  a  sheriff,  of  a  police-officer,  of 
a  collector  of  public  rates  and  taxes,  and  was  the 
guardian  of  the  good  order  and  morals  of  the  inhab- 
itants. The  importance  and  comprehensive  nature  of 
his  duties  may  best  be  seen  by  the  form  of  oath  pre- 
scribed, which  was  as  follows : 

**Toa  ■hull  swMr  to  be  truly  loyal  to  our  ■orervign  lord,  King  CliKries, 
till  hHn  and  tmccfvwn.  Tou  shall  faltlifullj  aarre  In  Uie  office  of  con- 
stable for  the  ward  of for  the  present  year,  according  to  that 

measure  of  wisdom,  understanding,  and  diacretion  God  hath  given  yon, 
in  which  time  you  shall  diligently  see  that  Ills  Mfv|esty*s  peace  com- 
manded lie  not  broken,  but  shall  carry  the  person  or  persons  before  the 
Governor  of  this  corporation  or  aome  one  of  his  assistants,  and  there 
attend  the  hearing  of  the  case,  and  such  order  aa  shall  be  given  yon. 
Yon  slinll  apprehend  all  Ruspicious  persons  and  bring  tliem  before  the 
said  Governor  or  some  one  of  his  assistants  as  aforesaid.  You  shall  duly 
and  truly  serve  such  warrants  and  give  such  summons  as  shall  be  dU 
rectrd  to  you  from  the  Governor  or  assistants  before  mentinne«l,  and 
shall  InlHir  to  advance  the  {trace  and  liappluens  of  this  cori*nralion,  and 
to  opiHMo  anything  that  shall  seem  to  annoy  the  same  by  all  due  means 
and  courses.  So  help  you  God,  who  is  the  God  of  truth  and  pnnisher  of 
falsohowl.** 

After  the  civil  organization  was  effected,  the  next 
thing  to  be  done  was  to  appoint  a  military  officer, 
who  should  form  a  company  from  those  of  suitable 
age  and  exercise  them  in  their  arms.  And  so  Capt. 
Poole  wivs  appointed  to  that  duty.  Although  the 
treaty  made  by  the  Plymouth  Colony  with  Massasoit 
in  l(i21  had  thus  far  been  faithfully  kept,  yet  as  the 
colonists  were  few  in  number  and  somewhat  widely 
separated,  and  the  Indian  character  was  not  entirely 
reliable,  common  prudence  dictated  the  necessity  of 
keeping  themselves  constantly  on  a  war  footing.  The 
General  Court  made  strict  regulations  as  to  the  num- 
ber of  arms,  the  amount  of  ammunition  and  other 
military  stores  that  should  be  kept  in  readiness  by 
the  towns,  and  prescribed  regular  days  for  the  train- 
ings. 
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Up  to  the  year  1639  the  whole  body  of  the  freemen 
had  been  required  to  attend  the  General  CoDrta  ut 
Plymouth.  In  tliis  bofiy  tliux  cm.atituled  resided  the 
Authority  Cor  making  nil  needful  reKulationii  and 
laws.  As  the  number  of  freemen  increased,  and  new 
uettiemenU  sprang  up  at  contiidcruble  dUtunues  from 
Plymouth,  this  duty  became  not  only  inconvenient 
but  tstrcniely  burdeiiaome.  It  was  apparent  that  the 
system  must  soon  become  entirely  impracticable.  Tn 
meet  this  dilTiculty  the  General  Court  at  a  session 
held  March  5.  1638,  old  style  (1B39,  new  style),  in- 
Hugurated  the  representative  system  by  pauing  an 
act  as  follows;  "Whereas,  complaint  a  mnde  that 
tbe  freemen  are  put  to  many  inconvenienceij  by  their 
continual  attendance  at  the  court* ;  it  is  therefore 
enacted  by  the  court,  and  the  autliority  thereof,  for 
the  care  of  the  several  towns  of  this  government,  tliut 
each  uivtn  iihall  make  choiee  of  two  of  their  freemen, 
und  the  tuwu  of  Plymoutli  of  four,  to  be  committeea 
or  deputies  to  Join  with  ihebeneh,  toennct  and  make 
rII  such  laws  aud  ordinaaces  as  aliall  be  judged  to  be 
good  and  wholesome  for  the  whole,  provided  that  the 
laws  tliey  do  enact  shall  be  propounded  one  court  to 
be  considered  of  till  the  neit,  and  then  to  be  con- 
firmed if  they  shall  he  approved  of,  exeopt  the  imup 
re<juire  present  confirmation ;  and  if  any  act  shall  be 
confirmed  by  the  court  and  committees  which  upon 
furtlier  deliberation  shall  prove  prejudicial  to  the 
whole,  that  the  freemen  at  the  next  election  court, 
after  meeting  together,  may  repeal  the  same  aud 
enact  any  other  useful  for  the  whole )  and  that  every 
townsliip  shall  boar  their  cominiltee's  charges,  wbicli 
Is  two  shillings  and  sixpence  a  day,  and  that  such  as 
are  imt  freemen  but  have  taken  the  oath  of  fidelity, 
and  are  masters  of  families,  aud  inhabitants  of  the 
said  town,  as  they  are  to  bear  part  in  the  charges  of 
the  committees,  are  to  have  a  vote  in  the  choice  of 
them,  provided  they  choose  them,  only  of  the  freemou 
of  the  said  town  whereof  they  are  ;  but  if  such  coni- 
mittecs  shall  be  insulticieuL  or  trnublusome,  thai  then 
tbe  bench  and  tlie  other  committees  may  dismiss 
them,  and  the  town  to  choose  other  freemen  in  their 
places." 

A[  the  next  session  of  tlio  General  Court,  June  4, 
IGSn,  deputies  wero  present  from  Plymouth,  Duxbury, 
Bcituatc, Sandwich, Cohannett, and  Yarmoutli.  Capt. 
William  Poole,  Mr.  John  Gilbert,  and  Henry  Andrews 
are  named  as  the  deputies  from  Cuhaunelt.  Among 
the  acts  passed  at  the  session  held  March  3d  follotv- 
ing  (IGJO)  appears  this  brief  statement :  "That  Co- 
hannett shall  be  culled  Taunton."  No  further  legis- 
lation upon  tile  subject  appears.  By  these  few  woi'ds 
the  Indian  Cohannett  beotme  the  English  Taunton. 
In  a  report  made  by  a  committee  of  the  town  many 
years  after,  the  reason  for  the  change  of  name  is  given 
in  these  words :  ''  In  honor  and  love  to  our  dear  and 
native  country,  wc  calluil  this  place  Taunton."  lint 
this  act  was  not  the  incorporation  of  the  town,  although 
)nly  spoken  of  as  such.    No  new  powers 


were  tht-reby  conferred.  Under  its  former  niune  civil 
and  military  olAcers  had  been  appointed,  aud  It  liad 
been  rcjiresented  by  deputies  in  the  General  Court. 
Tlie  precise  dat«  when  the  selllemeul  hocMiuo  a  town 
it  may  be  dilBcult  to  fix,  because,  aa  baa  alrcndy  hc«n 
ntutwl,  no  formal  net  creating  the  town  waaevvr  |uiM«d. 
The  apiMiintmcnt  of  a  conHtubIc  in  Detcrnhcr,  IftSS, 
is  a  signilicunt  fact';  tliu  naming  of  tlie  seven  frcvuicu 
in  Marcli,  l(i3T,  iis  of  Cohuuncit  seems  to  he  such  a 
recognition  of  its  distinct  cliiiracter  as  to  warrant  tint 
belief  that  it  was  then  clothed  with  Ui«  Authority  of 

Thefirstpurchaseof  territory,  it  is  generally  agreed, 
was  made  in  I(i37.  Thenitinesuf  thepiirchusern,  nith 
tlie  sliares  owned   by  each,  stand   in   the   fullo«iu|; 


,S  '  ? 


Iwirii  Wll»i 


^vimlii 


'rx 


ITflSt.'.'.. '.'." Z'.'. 


y  H>w.~. 
in  PkHirti 


will  loin  llulluH 
Tb.  WMuw  K>i 


The  foregoing  list  is  given  »|K]n  the  iuilhi>rity  of 
Mr.  Itaylios.  It  is  not  identical  with  the  list  now  to 
bo  found  ill  tlie  proprietors'  rcciirds,  which  is  Ihc 
only  one  now  known  to  exist.  Mr.  Iluylies,  writing 
Ally  years  ago,  probably  iind  access  to  siime  pa|>en 
uinong  the  old  records  which  have  since  been  lost. 
The  most  of  the  names  on  both  lists,  however,  are 
the  Biimc.  The  deed,  if  any  was  given  by  tbe  Indian 
uwuers  of  the  territory,  bus  long  since  disitjijivurcd, 
und  no  copy  of  it  is  on  record. 

This  first  purchase  has  been  called  by  Mr.  Uuylics 
niid  by  others  fnllowiug  liim  tlie"Teti(iuet  jiurchase," 
on  the  siipposithin  that  it  wiu  miidu  from  the  Tctiijucl 
Indians.  There  are  not  sudicient  grounds  fur  such 
belief,  as  will  hereafter  be  shown. 

In  l()40  the  territory  thus  purcliiisL>d  was  run  out 
nnd  bounded  by  a  committee  appointed  by  the  court, 
in  pursuance  of  the  authority  constantly  exerciseil 
over  purchases  of  lands  and  the  boundaries  of  towns. 
Tlie  report  of  the  committee  is  found  in  Plymouth 
Colonial  Records,  vol.  ii.  page  'JH,  niid  is  liere  given : 

"The  limits  and  bounds  of  the  town  of  Tuuutou, 
alius  Cuhaunelt,  williiii  theGoveruinent  of  Plymouth, 
bounded  and  ranged  fur  length  and  breadth,  by  orilsr 
of  the  Court,  by  Milra  Staudisli  and  John  Itniwn, 
gentlemen  iissistuiits  in  the  gnvcrnmcnt,  the  uiiic- 
(ccnlli  day  uf  Jniic,  anno  dumini  Iti-lO,  in  X  VI.  year 
of  our  sovereign  Lord,  Charles  etc,  ks  fullowa,  vie: 
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**  Imprimix.  Fn>m  two  mnikiMl  Inn^i  near  unto  Amonot,  a  neck  of 
IntMl  lylni;  Iwtwren  AMii>n«*t  niid  tlipnt  lyinf(  aniitliitrly,  iind  rmm  lite 
Miiil  iiinrknl  tr«H*t  rMiif;lii|(  cniit  nml  hj  nonlli  four  niilrt;  rtingiiig  aim 
frt»ni  tha  cxtt^nt  of  tho  fimr  ntilaii  iiorili  and  bj  wrat;  also  from  two 
ninrkiMl  trrm  iirar  tho  Tlirr<*-Bin«  River,  Ijring  imiitlicrly  of  Tannton,  tlin 
rango  ti»  run  four  nillm  wont  and  liy  north ;  and  from  the  extent  of  this 
laat>mcntionod  fonr  milea,  the  range  to  run  north  and  by  west  eight 
miln;  moreover,  frtmi  the  extent  of  this  eight  miles  range,  then  the 
range  to  run  on  the  east  and  by  south  Hue  to  meet  with  the  former  ex- 
pressed north  and  liy  west  line  upon  a  long  square;  always  provided, 
tliat  if  these  ranges  do  not  take  in  a  place  of  Scharlingmore  meadows, 
the  ssid  Schadingmore  meaiiows  to  be  included  as  belonging  to  the 
aforesaid  town  of  Taunton,  with  one  thousand  acres  of  uplsnd  near  ad« 
Jaceut  unto  said  meadows;  provided  likewise,  that  these  lines  do  not 
entitle  the  said  town  of  Tanuton  to  Intermeddle  within  two  miles  of 

Telghtaqnld. 

"BfiLRS  Stan  DISH. 

"JOHM  BaowM." 

John  Jirown,  of  the  above  committee,  was  the  same 
]>cr8on  M  ATr.  John  Brown  the  hi»t  in  tho  list  of  pnr- 
cha»cnf.  lie  afterwards  roinoved  to  Uehoboth,  and 
w^as  for  many  years  one  of  the  Governor's  assistants. 

Tlie  only  pcniinnont  monument  given  in  the  houn- 
darirs  of  the  town  isThrcc-Milc  Hivor.  The  starting 
point  was  nii(h>iihtodly  on  the  oust  side  of  Taunton 
llivcr,  opposite  to  and  somewhat  nortli  of  the  mouth  of 
Threc-Mile  Kivcr.  From  thcnec  tlie  line  extended 
fonr  miles  cast  and  by  south,  thence  north  and  by  west, 
making  an  acute  angle  twenty-two  and  one-half  de- 
grees less  than  a  right  angle.  Then  returning,  crossing 
the  river,  and  starting  from  a  point  near  Thrce-Mile 
Ivivcr,  where  I  he  pn^soiit  line  between  Taunton  and 
Dighton  first  strikes  the  river,  it  ran  four  miles  west 
and  by  north,  making  the  whole  line  eight  miles  In 
length.  Thence  running  eight  miles  north  and  by  west, 
innkiiig  an  *ibtuMe  angle  twenty-two  and  one-half  de- 
green  more  than  a  right  angle,  and  from  thence  running 
again  east  and  by  south,  making  an  acute  angle  and 
meeting  the  first  north  and  by  west  line.  It  was  in- 
tended to  be  eight  miles  on  a  side,  but  the  measure- 
ments in  those  davs  were  liberal.  It  was  not  rectan- 
gular  but  diamond-shaped,  and  was  hence  called  a 
long  square.  The  northerly  angle  was  within  about 
two  miles  of  the  Massachusetts  Colony  line,  and  near 
the  centre  of  the  pri»sent  town  of  Mansfield. 

It  was  not  long  before  a  request  was  made  for  an 
increase  of  pasture  ami  meadow  lands,  and  in  March, 
llMll,  the  court  answered  it  by  passing  the  following 
order : 

**  Whrrrnn,  the  inbabitnnts  of  (!iilinnnelt,  now  cnllwl  Taunton,  have 
romplnluod  of  their  great  want  of  meadow  grounds,  the  which  has 
been  •'•rlounly  weighed  and  considered  U|»on  special  order  of  the 
wliole  court,  and  fludiiig  their  want  to  be  such  that  nnloss  they  be 
supplied  of  meadow  lands  (hey  cannot  comfortably  there  sulislM, 
tho  court  doth  th«*refore  now  order  and  grant  the  meadow  lauds  at 
Ansiinct  and  lietwixt  Taunton  and  Aseonet  on  l>oth  sides  of  the  river 
unto  the  mid  inhabitants  of  Tsonton,  provided  always  that  the  minis- 
tern  and  people  now  there  whicli  are  fit  and  do  precede  and  conlinuo  in 
a  church  etitnte  there  the  space  of  seven  years  next  ensuing  (except 
some  special  act  of  God  do  hinder  the  same),  that  then  the  meadow 
laiida  aforesaid  shall  lie  U*  them  and  their  heirs  forever.  And  the  court 
doth  further  onler  that  they  will  see  Mr.  llooke,  Mr.  Streete,  and  Mr*. 
Pool  pball  have  com|*eteut  meadow  and  uplands  for  farms  laid  forth  for 
them  about  May  next,  by  Gapt.  Blandish  and  such  others  with  him  as 
shall  lie  e«(peclaily  assigned  thereto.** 


In  June,  1G43,  another  grant  was  made,  b»  follows : 


"Oonceming  tho  request  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Tannton  for  wood  and 
lands. 

"The  Court  Is  willing  to  condsscend  thus  far,  that  those  lands  which 
belong  to  ITeabone  may  be  proenred  them  by  all  dne  means,  and  with 
what  convenlont  speetl  may  lie ;  also,  Uiat  the  liest  and  speediest  means 
be  nsed  to  procure  them  furtlier  onlargementon  that  side  the  main  river 
to  answer  Mr.  Hook's  and  Mr.  Street's  fiirms  on  the  other  side;  and 
whereas,  they  desire  the  neck  of  Assonet  for  pasturing  yonng  beasts,  It 
Is  also  granted  by  the  Goart,  provided  leave  can  be  procured  fh>m  Ussa- 
meqniu,and  all  payments  to  be  made  by  themselves,  without  any  charge 
to  the  country ;  but  whereas,  the  timber  is  requested  below  the  said 
Itonnds,  that  we  cannot  grant  wlthoat  great  detriment  to  anoUier  plan- 
tation intended  below  that.** 

Rev.  William  Hooka,  the  first  minister  of  Taunton, 
Rev.  Nicholas  Streete  settled  at  the  same  time  as 
teacher  of  the  church,  and  the  successor  of  Mr.  Hooke 
in  the  pastoral  office,  and  Elizabeth  Pool,  sister  of 
Oapt.  William  Pool,  who  has  been  called  the  foundress 
of  Taunton,  are  the  persons  referred  to  by  those  names 
in  the  foregoing  grants. 

At  the  General  Court  held  Oct.  5, 1663,  an  enlarge- 
ment of  territory  on  the  southeast  was  granted,  as 
follows: 

"The  Inhabitants  of  tho  town  of  Taunton  having  several  times,  for 
divers  years,  complained  of  the  straltness  oi  the  boands  of  their  town, 
and  having  petitioned  tho  Goart  for  some  enlargement,  the  Oourt,  having 
desired  some  to  take  a  view  of  what  they  have  desired,  and  finding  that 
It  Is  not  likely  to  be  prejudicial  to  auy,  they  grant  as  followeth,  vis.: 
that  the  path  which  goeth  from  Namasakett  to  Assonet  River  be  their 
boands  on  the  sontheast,  and  so  by  a  line  fh>m  thence  to  Baiting  Drook, 
and  from  Halting  Drook  a  north  lino  Ull  it  meet  with  their  opposite 
line  calle<l  tho  liong  S«piare,  provided  that  it  ntmo  not  within  two  miles 
of  Telacutt;  also  It  Is  granted  tiiat  the  Inhabltanta  of  Taunton  that  have 
interest  In  the  lron>works  there  shall  have  ft-ee  liberty  to  cut  wood  oo 
those  lands  for  the  use  of  their  Iron-works,  bat  not  any  foreigner,  ex- 
cepting BIchard  Olinrch,  of  lllngham.** 

The  largest  addition  of  territory  was  made  in  June, 
1668,  and  was  called  the  North  Purchase.  It  com- 
prised all  the  lands  between  Bridgewater  on  the  east, 
Ilchoboth  North  Purchase  (now  Attleborough)  on  the 
west,  the  Massachusetts  line  on  the  north,  and  Taun- 
ton first  purchase  on  the  south.  The  whole  of  the 
present  town  of  Easton,  nearly  all  of  Mansfield,  and 
almost  half  of  Norton  was  included  in  this  purchase. 
The  movement  culminating  in  this  purchase  com- 
menced as  early  as  1661.  In  October  of  that  year 
the  Plymouth  Court  made  this  order:  *'The  Court 
have  granteil  unto  the  ancient  freemen  of  Taunton, 
that  in  case  any  land  can  be  found  on  the  north  side 
of  Taunton  bounds,  towards  Secounke  cartway,  which 
will  not  fall  within  any  lands  already  put  in  for  by 
the  children  of  the  first  comers,  that  they  may  make 
report  thereof  to  the  Court ;  and  a  competency  shall 
be  granted  unto  them,  if  the  Court  shall  see  reason." 

The  matter  was  again  referred  to  by  the  court  held 
in  June,  1662,  when  the  major,  Capt.  Southworth,  and 
Capt.  Bnidford  were  appointed  to  purchase  lands  on 
the  northerly  bounds  of  Taunton  of  the  Indians  in 
behalf  of  thirty-two  persons  named  in  the  order, 
several  of  whom  belonged  in  Plymouth.  In  October 
following  Capt.  Willett  and  some  others  whom  he 
should  think  best  were  requested  by  the  court  to 
view  the  bounds  of  Taunton,  wherein  they  desired  to 
be  enlarged,  and  if  he  should  see  it  convenient,  and 
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not  prejudicinl  to  otiiera,  tn  confirm  it  to  tlicoi. 
The  tnulter  then  neeiiis  to  iiuve  reated  until  lOfig, 
when  the  grunt  wua  made  tu  followa  : 

-  Wli>r«>  ili>  G.ncnl  Ouan  uT  Htw  Plymnulb  lui*  (Bunwind  Mr. 


Mr.  Cuow 


•  iniBHlUr.SlKMiul'rvi 

aaulJiwniUiiUidMaJarJ. 


J»pl.  V 


l^t,  lll|>t.  TluUHH  »HI  Ih- 


••Wilki.1 


>r,  II  Hill 


,  Ocurt*  llidl,  Jubii  lliUI,  Sui 
IjKHuinl,  HU'r.,  M«lh>i>l>l  Wnilniu,  Tliuiuu  WIllUliH.  Misiwiu 
Whlls,  HU'r,  Hkhalu  Vfbiu.  JhuT^  II«»klidi  lluw,  Alki  Ihw, 
Sgl_rl  Cnwuin,  Sliadruli  Wlllxn,  TLuvm  Cuwdl,  JuUu  Hueuiuber, 
tubu  SmlUi,  Edwanl  lUw,  Julio  Vmsktt,  buiiid  I'uil.  ThsaiH  Uuktiu, 
■u'r.,  Tbaisu  Uarraj,  Uia  ■■««,  Nithuilil  Tlw^ar,  TIioHiu  Unkoa, 
J'r.PsUrPllu.Juiiali  AtullD.Hii't..JaI>ii  ltlciiiuuii<l,S>uutl  Ullllaiu, 
Okrtelopbar  Tlinulier,  Mlilrw  Jwi*  Qillwl,  awt(*  WhUub,  &iui»I 
Boillli,  JuiiH  Bun,  lUclianl  Dan,  Jalin  TMal*,  hh'f.,  Jubu  TlkUlt, 
Juu'r^  J.mn  PIiilllp>,  Iblwud  Bulitllt,  Jl>1id  IUUi(«>v.  JauMlwn 
Brlgp,  locnrus  Uuliliiwii,  Julia  Bcjul,  TlisiBii  IIUTrJ,  Jiiu'r^ 
PniptlMon  sf  lilt  tawii  uf  THiatiM,  aud  U  lllalt  bain  luraiar,  a 
Mrtuln  Irarl  at  Und  IjtIuk  ami  Uing  uu  llw  aurlkarlir  tl'lt  ut  Tinn- 
IDD.  KrufHiM,  ud  la  InuuOial  la  e-lluwolli,  via.:  Ilagliiiil<i«  ud  Ika 

luwu  111  ItuliutMlli,  auil  ta  U  laiuiidail  bu  lbs  uurlliailx  lUa  1>;  Ilia 
UaiuuliuHltii  UUB,  DiiUl  it  Eulaatli  lu  iimri  WIUi  IIhi  ■■aluni  IohiihIh 
or  Ibi  town  uF  Bridfamgr,  awl  w  Iiw  Ilia  wM  Mauuliuaalla  lli.a 

trir  llai  until  It  nwati  uIIIj  Uia  knuuda  of  KtliiiUilb,  afuruulil,  and 
■u  lu  [dIIdw  all  Uii  lauda  >lllil<>  Uila  «.i]i|iaa>,  ijigrplluE  D>il/  ■  imiall 
parcall  (nnlnd  ualu  Jglin  Bundj,  and  alKi  a  ■n»il  luada  unu.  -niuiuat 
Briwi  (Iha  auu  u(  OIniiaiit  BrlagiO.  lofolliat  wUb  U.e  u«>d.«>t,  HMida, 

tuinima  Ihorvuiilu  a|iparbilBliic  and  l<*liiuiilag. 

Dated  June  1,  1668.  Tlie  consideration  paid  wiu 
one  hundred  pounds. 

Tlie  name  of  Mr.  George  Shove  waa  afterwurds, 
March  8, 16S2,  affixed  in  the  margin  by  order  of  the 
court  upon  aiitiafactory  proof  thai  he  wan  a  proprio- 
tor.     Mr.  Shove  wuo  the  thiril  niini<itor  of  Tiuiiiton. 

Meiintinie  a  iiioveinoiit  huil  buuii  sul  on  fiiot  U)  jirii- 
curc  Inndij  down  tho  river  for  nn  (■nhirgeniciit  in  ihnt 
direction.  In  July,  1667,  the  court  gninttx)  uiiLu  anino 
ancient  freemen  living  in  Taunton,  vin, :  Uiclinnl 
WilliiimH,  Walter  Dcau,  (ieorKc  IliiM,  Alli:i  Douii, 
(the  wife  of  John  Deuu,  decciiaud),  Mr.  John  I'ool, 
Peter  Pitts,  Jumes  Walker,  )ind  Henry  Andrewa,  that 
tliey  Khali  have  some  anpplieii  of  hind  upon  the  wcat 
Hde  of  Taunton  River,  if  not  already  granted  to  any 
other,  or  some  oilier  place  if  it  iii.iy  lie  obtained. 

Again,  in  March,  1672,  "  Jumea  Walker  and  John 
Iticiimond  are  authorized  by  the  court  to  puruhiue 
the  land  of  the  Indiana  in  the  bchulf  of  the  town  of 
Taunton,  lying  on  the  west  side  of  Taunton  River, 
from  the  Three  Mile  River  down  to  u  place  called  the 
Store  House." 

The  town  ulao  took  action  in  the  intitCcr  iis  followx : 


fa/,  IOCS.     Tlia 


Dl'llillll 


al  lAfpiln  Uv  abora  t 
i((  lu  parCiru,  aud  Il»  alw 
la  alu.aHld  dathiii  Ilia  naat  waak.- 
iiT  I>>«ial«r,  ini.    It  la  tuM  ai 


H  tValkar.  John  Bloli 


This  < 


itteo  were  given  full  power  to  nmlto  di'uU 
of  the  ludiituN,  |>ro]i(irlion  what  every  inuii  sluiiiiil 
}iny,  nnd  if  any  injiii  ithuuld  fall  tu  p»y  lig  Nbuuhl 
lose  Ilia  right.  In  furthurancu  uf  the  pluii  tjiis  i-oiii- 
Diitteti  obtained  u  deed  from  t'liilip,  the  iton  a(  KIai>- 
Huaoit  and  siichuni  of  tho  I'okunokuLu,  cimwying  > 
tract  tliri'Q  niilui  by  four,  bugjnuiug  at  Tlirev-Milu 
Lliver,  nnd  extundiiig  ^iithcrly  by  ihu  (Irtuit  Iilvir 
thri»e  miles,  and  wubturly  from  tliti  river  lijur  liiiltv, 
fiir  the  coiifliderution  of  one  hundred  mid  forty-tlirM 
pouudti,  Thia  deed  was  dated  Sept.  28,  li!7±  Ry  • 
deed  dated  Oct,  1,  1672,  Philip  conveyed  Ui  Sir.  Uoa. 
Htiint  Southwortli,  treasurer  of  the  colony,  "  the  oil 
mile  in  breadth  and  four  miles  in  length,  aitjoluii 
the  lliroo  luilcH  in  hruudth  aud  four  miltM  in  loiig|£j 
already  aold  lo  Tuunlon  men,"  which  deed  Ur.  South- 
worth  assigned  to  tho  committer  The  cntiaideralion 
paid  was  forly-aevcn  )M)unda.  The  whole  truci,  four 
niilt»  aiiuare,  was  conveyed  by  the  i-oniinitlitc  tu  lli« 
aasuciates  by  a  declaratory  deed,  whiuh  ia  recorded  Id 
Iho  Taunlou  Propriotorn'  Huc^rds,  vol.  iv,  p.  232,  and 
xa  as  folluwu  : 

"Kiww  all  Mian  wlwu  it  uaji  wutati^llwl  vharraa  w,.  UIIUaB 
BnililuK,  K.jr.,  I(kl.anl  WIIII.HM,  Walhr  IV.ii,  Jaui.3  Walkuf,  Wil- 
Ibiiu  UariujT,  aiid  Juliii  UkhuHiiid,  kaia  lliniugU  dlilkuti^  ulAaiiwI  af 
Plillip,  Sai:l>iin,  aud  uf  Mr.  UhkUdI  ll>HlIll•IH1l^  aa  Trnwinr  ftx  fa 

ai)-iij  ..I   •:.  ■■  r ih,  .i  ii..>.i  uf  land  wHioluInc  timt  uila  aiiaan, 

Uk'ki I..,.  J..  •.  WalKrl>uau,J(«aa|v.lk,,.  Hiuiia, 

luud,  Ilia  uuw  llTlug  rrSD  Inluldlaata  uf  ja  luwii 
i>auiiiiarauu>larHrUlaii,aln)»pniiia«d  llialaL  I 
irul;  an  J  btlhrallj' !«/,  ur  auaa  u  h(  ihM,  (lull  I 
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Walton,  BtiMimch  Wllhore,  Samnel  Smith,  8m mnel  Ilolloway,  Jamph 
IlAll,G«or|ee  Mmrj,  llraeklah  IIoar,Jainos  l*hillliw,  JcNwph  Wllbora, 
Thomaa  Ollbcrt,  Chrlato|tlirr  Thnuilier,  John  Cnh,  Tlmmaji  Owvell, 
FnninrI  IMtU,  Knmiirl  llnll,  Nathnnirl  Willinmis  J«iw|»h  Wililnnvs 
Iwniel  1>rAn,  Tftonuw  lilnkon,  Jr.,  Jarnc*  hnrt,  Richard  Stacy,  Jolin 
Smith,  aen'r,  Robrrt  Cnwiman,  ncn'r,  MalachI  Itolhiwaj,  Mary 
Strert,  llrnry  AmIrrwK,  John  Hall,  J«ihn  llntliaway,  Aamn  Kna|>, 
Kicharil  llnrt,  John  Ihinnt,  Kdwani  IV»lilt,  William  Wethorell, 
Saninel  Wllliamit,  Jnmea  1«eonard,  mnV,  Ilol>«rt  Thornton,  John 
Tlndale,  Jr.,  Jonathan  Rriggo,  John  Turner,  Jonah  AnaCin,  wnV, 
John  I1o(l|Era,  Thomna  Hnrvry,  acnV,  Willinm  INinll,  Kaator  (lollop, 
Nathanirl  Thayer,  Incrvaan  Roblnnon,  Kxrn  l>oan,  IVtor  Walker, 
Nich<»lfiB  White,  Jr^  Jamea  l^eonard,  Jr.,  Richard  Stephens,  Jonah 
Aiwtiii,  Jr.,  John  Smith,  Jr.,  Aaron  Knap,  Jr.,  Joseph  Willia, 
Tliomaa  Harvey,  Jr.,  William  flallntone,  Iiirael  Thraaher,  Jamea 
Dell,  John  Liiikon,  Tliomaa  Wlllianiii,  Richard  Brigj^a,  John  Ma- 
comlter,  Jr.,  ye  M>n  of  John  Macomber,  John  Kddy,  laanc  Dean, 
Jnmefl  Walker,  Jr.,  Samnel  Blacy.  Jare«1  Talbnt,  Stephen  Caswell, 
Willhim  WItherell,  Bilwanl  Cobh,  Thonina  Annatiee. 

"  Theae  iieraons  nameil  we  acknowledge  to  be  our  aaaociatea  npon  the 
condition  aliove  written. 

••  Noreuilmr  20,  1072. 

"WaLTRK  DSAlf,  "RlCHAHD  WILLIAMS, 

"WiixiAM  Harvbt,  "James  Walkkr, 

"JonW   Rlt-HMOHD." 

Assoiict  Neck  was  conveyed,  Nov.  12,  1G77,  by 
Constant  South  worth,  treasurer  of  the  colony,  to 
(•Jeorge  Shove,  James  Walker,  James  Tisdale,  Walter 
Dean,  William  Harvey,  and  liichard  Williams. 
This  and  several  otlier  unoccupied  tracts  of  territory 
in  this  part  of  the  colony  had  been  pledged  by  the 
govoriiiiKMit  for  the  payment  of  the  soldiers  eiigjiged 
in  ihv  Indian  war  of  iri7r>  and  ir»7(».  The  lands  on 
the  iMist  side  of  Tniinton  liiver,  IwtwtHMi  the  boiinds 
of  the  first  purcha.«*e  and  Assonet  Neck,  .seem  to  have 
been  included  in  the  previous  grants  of  1040  and 
10-13,  which  were  in  somewhat  indefinite  terms.  In 
July,  1082,  the  following  order  was  pas.sed  :  "This 
court  orders  the  land  called  Assonett  Necke,  being 
purchased  by  some  of  Taunton,  that  the  said  tract  of 
land  shall  l)e  in  the  township  of  Taunton."  This 
was  the  last  grant  of  territory  to  the  town  of  Taunton. 
It  now  included  the  present  towns  of  Dighton,  Berk- 
ley, Raynham,  Norton,  Easton,  and  Mansfield.  But  it 
was  not  until  1711,  when  Norton  was  incorpomted, 
that  it  began  to  be  shorn  of  its  large  dimensions. 

As  to  the  (|uestion  of  whom  the  first  purchase  was 
made,  in  the  alwence  of  the  original  deed  and  of  any 
copy,  other  ]»roof  must  be  resortwl  to  for  an  answer. 
In  the  first  place  the  pnrch:ise  was  made  under  the 
direction  and  by  the  permission  of  the  Plymouth 
C'onrt,  who  acknowledged  Massas<Mt  as  the  chief 
sachem  and  owner  of  all  the  territory  in  Plymouth 
Colotiy.  The  l>oundaries  as  fixed  by  Btandish  and 
I^rowne  provide  that  these  lines  do  not  entitle  the 
said  town  of  Taunton  to  interme<ldle  within  two  miles 
of  Titicut.  The  territory  of  Bridgewaterwas  bought 
of  Ma«<a.soit.  The  North  Purchase  is  said  to  have 
been  made  of  King  Philip,  the  son  and  successor  of 
Massasoit,  by  the  committee  of  the  General  Court, 
who  conveyed  it  to  the  Taunton  proprietors.  The 
South  Purchase  was  also  made  of  Philip.  In  a  con- 
firmatory deed,  given  by  Governor  Hinckley  in  1686, 
intended  to  include  all  the  lands  tlien  belonging  to 


Taunton,  it  is  recited  tliat  *'  the  first  settlers,  proprie- 
tors, and  some  of  the  said  inhabitants,  having  also 
piircha.sed  the  said  lands  of  Woo9o<]uequen  (aJiw* 
Ousamequin,  Massasoit),  tlie  then  chief  sachem  of 
Mount  Hope  and  the  Pokanket  country,  and  since 
confirmed  unto  them  by  Philip,  his  son,"  etc.  This 
is  a  significant  recognition  of  the  fact  that  the  first 
purchase  was  made  of  Massasoit 

Still  more  significant  is  the  confirmatory  deed  of 
King  Philip  given  in  1603.  Mr.  Baylies  simply  re- 
fers to  the  deed  without  giving  a  copy,  and  as  it  is 
interesting  in  itself  and  has  an  important  bearing 
upon  the  point  in  question  it  is  here  presented: 

PIlILirS  OONniUIATORT  DEED. 

**  Blarch  2S,  1GG3.  Theae  Preannta  wltnaaaeth.  That  whereas  there 
waa  a  plantation  granted  bj  the  Conrt  of  PlynMmth  In  tha  year  one 
thonannd  rix  hundred  thlrty^eight  (named  Tftunton)  to  iandij  per- 
anna  who  there  aat  down,  tIs.,  Gapt.  William  Fool,  Mr.  John  Gilbert, 
Henry  Andrewa,  John  Dean,  Waltor  Daan,  and  aaodry  other*,  the 
lionnds  of  which  plantation  are  expreiaed  In  the  grant  of  the  Oonrt  of 
riymoiith  areonllnff  to  the  aeveral  points  of  the  eompaae,  tharein  ex- 
preflae<l,  which  plantation  eo  bounded  as  ahova  mentioned,  together 
with  the  meadows  npon  the  Great  River  downwatd  so  far  as  the  Store 
Ilonse  iViint  ao  railed,  with  all  tha  meadows  of  Assonett  and  Broad 
CoTe,  with  a  Hmall  Imct  of  land  bongfat  of  Ishben  lying  betwixt  the 
marked  tree  nt  the  pond  and  the  month  of  the  NIstoqaabamock  on  the 
Three-Mile  River,  which  lands  and  msadows  with  their  appnrtenancea 
immunitioe,  and  prlTllegea  whataoevor  so  bought  of  Onamequln  hy  the 
imrtiee  al«nTe-mentionrd :  I  riiillp  Baehem  do  therefore  by  th«ie  prea- 
rntN,  rntiry  and  ronnrm  for  niyaeir  my  helm  and  anoceaaors  the  grnntetl 
priMniera  made  hy  the  OiNirt  of  IMymonth  and  alao  aaaentetl  unto  hy  Oa- 
mmcqnin  my  father,  to  the  aforeaaid  Inhahltanta  of  Tannlon  and  their 
lielra  and  ancnenurs  forever,  peaceably  to  ei^oy  without  molestation  or 
disturbance  from,  by  or  nnder  me.  Witness  ray  hand  and  seal  the  day 
and  year  above  written. 

**PniLlF  THK  8AOIIKM 

**  his  P  mark 

**and  [aeall. 
"  Witnen 

**  JoHK  Sasbomom,  Inlerpreler. 

**The  mark  X  of  PsMicnASON  allii  Nimrod. 

''This  conflrmaUon  was  signed  and  sealed  before  me  the  day  and  year 
above  expressed. 

"  Witness  my  hand,       Tiiomas  Willktt/' 


A  communication  from  John  Richmond,  son  of  the 
first  John  Richmond,  refers  to  the  first  purchase  as  to 
a  matter  within  his  personal  knowledge,  and  would 
seem  to  settle  the  question.  Such  parts  as  have  a 
bearing  upon  the  matter  are  as  follows: 

"Taunton,  April  30,  1698.  A  communication  from 
John  Richmond  addressed  to  LieuL-Col.  Elisha 
Hutchinson,  Esq.,  Capt.  Samuel  Sewall,  Esq.,  and 
Elisha  Cook,  Es(|.,  Boston." 

After  referring  to  a  dispute  with  Bridgewater  men 
about  town  bounds,  and  to  what  his  neighbor  Hatha- 
way had  said,  he  proceeds: 

"And.  first,  I  desire  it  may  bo  considered  how 
inconsistent  to  justice  their  sense  is,  for  they  say  and 
sense  it  that  although  Taunton  hath  the  eldest  grant, 
yet  it  is  theirs  notwithstanding,  because  it  was  granted 
before;  and  although  it  be  Taunton's  by  purchase 
from  the  Indians  three  times  over,  for  we  bought  it 
first  of  Woosamequin  in  the  year  '39  or  '40  (this  was 
in  my  minority),  the  sum  paid  I  know  not*;  then  we 
bought  all  again  of  Philip,  and  paid  him  sixteen 


pouDda  fur  iti  then  we  bouglit  lliHt  very  B|>ot  ol 
Josiuli,  he  cluimiug  some  Ifttid  tliero,  tut  ii[>i>earii  hy 
hill  (le4.1l ;  llicn  we  bought  that  sjiot  agikiu,  with  other 
laDdB,  of  Maj.  Drudford,  he  had  twuiily  pounds  mora ; 
and  they  have  owned  that  they  uever  Diade  any  pur- 
chase, yet  theira  hei^use  granted  hufurc,"  etc.  (Stale 
Artliivea,  vol.  cxiii.  p.  167.) 

The  evidence  to  8Ui)port  the  contrary  view  coimisU 
of  a  statement  made  in  u  qiiit-clniin  deed  given  in 
1686  to  a  committee  of  the  town  of  Taunton  hy 
Josiali,  a'iiu  Charles,  and  Peter  and  David  Hunter, 
three  Indians, — Jutiiab  being  tli«  great-grundsuu  of 
Chiclfstabui  and  the  other  two  Indians  of  T 
The  ntutement  h  as  foUowa  : 

■udDutlil.liulbl^  IiutiinaudBaflbli  i<mIiihiiiI<hII-i>I  Mn.  KIIuImIIi 
Pwri,  btiuriT  ut  TiiddUd,  In  Ui*  iiuv*niD>Hl  ^  Vvn  Pl/DHwih  (tun- 
uld  dkl.  lur  and  In  Uhalf  i>r  (lll>  Hid  UwB  oT  TaHnluii,  liurdllH  Oil 
lanili  vS  Tilkm  In  ibt  ymt  ISST,  ud  tli.l  Ilia  Hflil  uwnsn  of  Uii  uld 
tondi  illd  ll.in  u»k>  ■>!■  lli<tM>r  lu  III.  Mi  Un.  Kllul<Mli  Fnil  « 
abuvawld.  ud  cicilin]  lay  •,<  lisr  for  II.  ud  llwa*  tndliun  ur  ladlu 

»!.  being  IliiKS  Ihu  wan  Ilia  lindcoiaiin  lit  Ilia  aakl  Juilali,  alUa 
Obarica,  Hud  four  aiid  Daiid.    Kiia>  ya  UianCvn,"  ule. 

The  deed  purports  to  convey  "  an  much  of  the 
landa  of  all  eorttt,  formerly  (^alIed  Titicut  laiida,  aa 
are  and  do  lie  within  the  lowndiip  of  aaid  Taunton, 
by  virtue  of  agreements  made  between  tlio  MgeiitH  of 
aaid  Taunton  and  the  ngento  of  Itridgewater,  un  the 
northwestwardly  aide  of  Titicut  River,  and  between 
the  agents  of  said  Taunton  and  the  agenta  of  Middle- 
burv  on  the  south  east  wardly  aide  of  said  river."  The 
object  of  this  deed  is  apparent.  There  had  been 
controversies  between  Taunton  and  Bridge  water  and 
Taunton  and  Middleborougb  about  their  ruapoctivo 
bounds.  These  controversies  hud  been  mutually  set- 
tled by  the  agents  of  the  towns,  end  the  tlireu  Indiana 
named  claimed  that  the  bounds  of  Taunton,  aa  thus 
estuhliabed,  included  some  of  the  Titicut  lands  bor- 
dering on  the  Titicut  River.  The  Tannton  proprie- 
tors were  willing  to  pay  a  small  sum  to  quiet  the 
title,  and  bo  the  deed  was  procured.  Tlic  aubjeet 
matter  of  the  deed  has  nothing  to  do  wiib  the  orig- 
inal eighlrDjile  purchase  of  the  territory  of  Taunton, 
and  whutevcr  else  it  niuy  prove  or  nuggest,  it  him  no 
tendency  to  prove  that  Elizabeth  1'ihiI  or  any  other 
person  inude  Ibat  purchase  of  the  Titicut  Indiann. 

There  ia  a  depoaition  of  live  Indiana  preserved  in 
the  riymouth  Colony  Records,  vol.  ii.  p.  157,  re- 
lating to  the  extent  of  Chickalabul'a  lands,  which 
tends  to  the  aume  concluaiuu.     It  is  us  followa: 


Upon  these  fiicta  there  is  a  moral  certainty  that  the 
originxl  purchaije,  whether  made  directly  by  llcnry 


MiLiTAKY  organixation  and  diociplino  nreru  umuug 
the  very  tiurliait  iniitltrs  fur  which  pruviaiaii  WHauuiIa 
by  the  colony.  In  16M  it  wu  ordered  "  That  all  aud 
every  [leraou  within  the  colony  be  ■ubjt.-ot  In  mich 
uiilltary  or>ler  tW  training  uiid  excrcioc  nf  iiriot  at 
ahall  be  thought  meet,  agreed  on,  and  pmurilicil  by 
tlie  Governor  and  assialuuts."  lu  1(141  itwiui  urdera^-y 
that  u  barrel  of  [lowder,  and  loud  or  bulk-bt  tiitaww 
ubic,  be  provided  hy  every  township,  lu  IIHU  it  « 
roiguireil  that  there  he  six  tminiiigB  a  yair. 
tvus  ru-unucted  several  limca  until  1077,  when  I 
iimnbcr  of  trainings  was  reduced  to  four  a  year. 

As  has  been  already  mentioned,  as  early  u 
lGaS-39,  it  was  ordered  "  tliat  Capt.  Poole  tthull  cxer-"^ 
cise  the  inhnbitnnla  of  Oohannctt  in  their  arinn." 
No  other  military  ulUceriiuuniit  to  havelracn  n))|Miinii.it 
until  June,  H351,  when  Mr.  Oliver  Purcliiue  wan  "al- 
lowed and  approved  to  be  enstgn-beurer  of  tbo  mill-,  j 
dry  company  of  Taunton."     In  October  followinjj,    i 
James   Wyiitt  ivus  similurly  appointed    to   bo    lieu- 
tenunl. 

Sept.  27,  li>42,  a  special  seuaion  of  the  court  was 
held  to  provide  forces  for  an  olfensive  and  defensive 
war  Hgainst  the  ludiuns.  All  ihe  inhabitants  wirre 
warned,  yot,  in  tliu  luiigiiagu  of  the  rcoonl,  "  tliey  air- 
|jeured  by  their  wverul  deputiea  as  they  hud  lil>erty 
tn  do."  Capt.  Williaiu  Poole  and  Henry  Andrews 
nppeiircd  for  Taunton.  Inlelliguiice  had  been  re- 
uuived  of  u  gonerni  oiins|>iraey  aiuuiig  llie  Indians  to 
cut  oir  all  the  Engliali,  and  prompt  and  vigorous 
tiieubures  were  adopted  to  meet  (he  danger.  The 
several  towns  were  rated  Ui  defray  the  charges  for 
the  soldiers  that  might  bosent  forth.  Tamitim's  rate  , 
was  two  (lonnds,  ten  Hhillings.  A  Council  of  War  was 
chosen,  cuniiisling  of  the  (.iovornor  and  eleveu  other 
[.lersons,  one  of  whom  was  Mr.  John  llrotvnc,  uf 
Taunton,  who  were  invested  with  eztraurdiuary 
powers  in  all  inattem  relating  to  the  military  forces 
of  the  colony. 

It  was  also  "  agreed  and  concluded  that  Mr.  Ed- 
ward Winslow,  Mr.  Tyuiothy  Hutlicrly,  and  CapL 
Mites  Standish  shall  be  sent  into  tite  Bay  to  and  luive 
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power  to  agitate  and  conclude  with  them  for  a  present 
combination  with  them  in  the  present  wars,  and  to 
treat  with  thorn  almut  a  further  combination  or  league, 
but  not  to  conclude  that  without  consent  of  the  court 
hero."  This  was  the  first  step  taken  liy  Plymouth 
Coh>ny  towards  a  general  confederation  of  the  New 
England  colonics.  It  resulted  in  1G48  in  the  adop- 
tion of  articles  of  confederation  between  the  colonies 
of  Massachusetts,  Plymouth,  Connecticut,  and  New 
Haven.  Plymouth  authorized  Edward  Winslow  and 
William  Collyer  to  subscribe  the  articles  in  the  name 
of  the  colony,  which  was  done  at  Boston,  Sept..?, 
HU3. 

One  of  the  articles  provided  that  the  commissioners 
for  each  jurisdiction  from  time  to  time  should  bring 
in  a  true  account  of  all  their  males  from  sixteen  years 
old  to  sixty  being  inhabitants.  The  charges  of  all 
just  wai-s,  both  in  men,  provisions,  and  all  other  dis- 
bursement*^, were  to  be  borne  by  the  members  of  the 
conro<Icr:itic)n  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  males 
thus  returned.  In  obedience  to  this  requirement  each 
of  the  towns  in  the  colony  sent  in  a  list  of  their 
males  between  the  prescribed  ages.  These  lists  are 
given  in  volume  viii.  of  Plymouth  Colonial  Records, 
and  are  of  very  great  value  as  showing  nearly  the  en- 
tire adult  ])opulation  of  the  colony  at  that  date.  The 
Taunton  list  is  hero  given.  It  constitut<»d  Capt 
P«M»rs  company : 

Angftfd,  104n. 
Mr.  .Mm  Itrowiie.  Wnller  Dcaiio. 

»lr.  Wdlinni  Poole.  William  llfMlgrs. 

William  Pliiliipn. 

Joliii  Alaciimlier. 


J«iliii  Itnnriie. 
Jaiiim  Hrowno. 
.iHmrfl  Wwlki^r. 
Olivpr  I'nirliAse. 
TliMtiins  (;ill»nrt. 
Rlrlinni  Stnryc. 
Williiim  nollwny. 
Tymotliy  I  loll  way. 
Willinm  Pnrtor. 
Ppirr  PI  Its. 
•lohn  l*nrker. 
William  Hailstone. 
Kilwnrtl  n«iltl)ett. 
RirlmnI  l*nnle. 
A  n t  liony  Slooi>me. 
Etlwaril  ('nno. 
Tlutmnfi  Fnrewoll. 
ToMtm  Sniindcni. 
Mpiiry  AiiilrowcB. 
John  tin1lo|). 
Jolin  Oill»ert,  Jr. 
Jolin  StnuiKC. 
Tlioninfl  OiiBscII. 
•folin  I>cnno. 
fltlwnnl  Ablxilt. 


Thomas  C«>g|cin. 
Jamen  Wyatt. 
Kdwarri  Row. 
Thomas  llarTey. 
James  Chichester. 
William  Sewnrd. 
Aron  Knnpp. 
John  narmtt. 
Nicholas  Hart. 
William  Powell. 
William  Wetherell. 
llcsceklali  llore. 
Georg;i*  Macie. 
(teorpe  Hall. 
John  Perry. 
Denjamin  Wilson. 
Mr.  Street. 
Richard  Williams. 
William  Kvans. 
Clirintopher  Thrasher. 
Thomas  Cooke. 
Thomas  (>ooke,  Jr. 
John  Gingell,— M. 


Twenty-live  of  the  foregoing  names  are  found  in 
the  list  of  original  purchasers.  Of  the  twenty  other 
males  on  that  list  some  were  dead,  some  are  known  to 
have  left  the  town,  and  others  were  probably  above 
sixty. 

A  special  court  was  calleil  Oct.  10, 1G43,  upon  occa- 
sion of  the  insurrection  of  the  Indians  against  the 
Dutch  and  English  at  Manhattan.  It  was  concluded 
and  agreed  upon  lo  rak^  .,J  make  ready  thirty  men 
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for  the  war,  according  to  their  proportion  with  the 
other  confederates.  "The  rule  which  was  thought 
most  equal  for  number  of  persons  in  every  township 
was  to  take  one  of  a  score  in  every  township."  Taun- 
ton was  to  furnish  three,  and  was  to  pay  a  rate  of  two 
pounds  ten  shillings  towards  the  charges.  John 
Strong  and  Richard  Williams  were  the  deputies  from 
Taunton  at  this  court.  The  proposed  expedition 
seems  not  to  have  been  sent  forth. 

At  the  court  held  Aug.  20,  1644,  '*  Attachments  are 
to  be  sent  forth  to  bring  in  the  bodies  of  George 
Massy,  John  Maycumber,  Thomas  Coggen  &  Jacob 
Wilson,  for  non  appearance  this  Court,  for  making 
the  allarum  at  Taunton." 

Governor  Winslow  and  Mr.  John  Browne,  of  Taun- 
ton,  were  chosen  commissioners  by  Plymouth  Colony 
for  the  year  1644,  to  treat  with  the  commissioners 
from  the  other  colonies  of  the  confederation,  each 
colony  being  allowed  to  send  two. 

There  was  another  alarm  of  war  in  1645,  occasioned 
by  the  threats  of  the  Narragansett  Indians  against 
Uncas,  sachem  of  the  Monheagans.  The  commis- 
sioners of  the  United  Colonies  met  in  Boston  in  July, 
and  determined  to  raise  a  force  of  three  hundred  men, 
of  which  Plymouth  was  to  provide  forty.  These  were 
under  the  command  of  Ca])t  Standish,  who  went 
forth  about  the  middle  of  August  to  the  relief  of 
Uncas,  and  marched  as  far  as  Itehoboth,  where  ho 
was  to  meet  the  forces  from  Massachusetts.  But  the 
Narragansett  sachems,  becoming  alarmed,  in  the 
mean  time  repaired  to  Boston  and  sued  for  peace.  A 
treaty  was  the  result,  and  the  troops  were  recalled. 
*'  The  towns  of  Taunton  and  Rehoboth  were  freed 
from  sending  forth  any  men  in  regard  they  are  fron- 
tier towns,  and  billeted  the  soldiers  during  the  time 
they  were  forth."  The  towns  were  rated  for  the 
charges  of  the  war.  Taunton's  rate  was  five  pounds, 
two  shillings,  and  sixpence.  The  court  for  special 
consideration  abated  twenty  shillings  to  Barnstable 
and  forty  shillings  to  Taunton,  adding  that  it  should 
not  be  a  precedent  for  afler-times ;  "  and  Rehoboth 
was  not  rated  at  all,  both  because  it  was  a  new  plan- 
tation, and  billeted  all  the  soldiers  freely  during  all 
the  time  they  staid  there." 

July  7,  1646,  the  court  ordered  that  the  committees 
of  every  town  send  the  names  of  all  their  males  from 
sixteen  years  of  age  to  sixty  to  the  Governor,  sealed 
up,  by  the  Ist  of  August  next.  If  such  lists  were 
sent  in  they  do  not  appear  on  the  published  records. 

At  the  General  Court,  June,  1649,  the  whole  body 
of  freemen  assembled,  and  on  account  of  the  unset- 
tled state  of  public  aflairs  in  their  native  country, 
unanimously  concluded  not  to  proceed  in  the  election 
of  magistrates  and  other  officers,  and  that  all  officers 
should  continue  in  their  places  for  the  year  to  come. 
Charles  I.  had  been  beheaded  January  30th  of  that 
year,  and  the  sombre  shadow  of  the  English  revolu- 
tion fell  upon  the  young  colony. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  court  in  October  news  had 


been  received  that  the  Indiaiiti  had  been  muniuring 
twine  uf  the  Eiiglbli  nt  Stamronl,  in  Connccticnt,  and 
other  places,  and  threutti  were  made  of  Airther  vio- 
lence. The  uommiasionera  for  the  United  Colomea 
had  signified  to  the  «everal  coloniea  to  be  in  readineai 
with  iheir  Turces  in  cobo  of  need.  Tlio  court  there- 
fore ordered  tliat  due  provision,  botli  of  miMi  tind 
jtmniuniLion,  with  powder  and  shot  and  necvaiutry  |>ro- 
vUion  for  forty  muii  for  thrue  miinths,  ho  forthwith 
made,  and  that  every  town  provide  fur  ilieir  own  men. 
Capt.  Slaudish  waa  appointed  general  officer.  No 
further  actiun  in  the  matter  appcnra. 

March,  l(i52,  the  grand  jury  presented  Ihu  town  of 
Taunton  for  not  having  a  common  ftock  uf  powder 
and  shot  according  to  order.  It  is  added  to  llie  record, 
"They  will  endeavor  forthwith  la  provide."  Other 
towns  in  the  colony  wore  frequently  prenenteil  for 
their  sliorteomlDga  in  failing  to  keep  up  military 
discipline,  or  in  not  having  the  required  stocic  of  aui- 

In  April,  IU53,  the  court  loolc  action  as  follows: 
"  Whereas,  We  have  intelligence  out  of  our  native 
country  of  danger  that  may  be  towartU  us  in  regard 
of  the  great  variance  betwixt  the  two  nutions  of  Hol- 
land and  England,  the  c<iurt  have  ordered  that  war- 
rants be  directed  to  every  town  within  the  government 
forthwith,  to  require  them  to  make  choice  of  two 
deputies  for  each  town,  to  meet  with  the  magistrates 
at  Plymouth,  on  Wednesday,  the  sixth  of  April  next, 
and  with  them  to  treat  and  eoocludeon  such  niilitiiry 
aflaira  iks  through  God's  blessing  may  probably  tend 
to  our  present  and  future  safety." 

Ensign  Purchase  appeared  as  deputy  from  Taunton. 
Lieut.  Wyatt,  the  other  deputy,  waa  fined  for  his  non- 
appearance. Important  military  orders  were  adopted 
allcctiug  all  the  towns  in  the  colony,  tlie  princijial  of 
which  were  these:  Pilly  pounds  to  he  raised  from  the 
several  towns  for  the  purehuxe  of  powder  and  shot, 
arms  and  locks  soiit  out  of  Knglaiid;  thu  mililiiry 
ollicers  of  every  company  to  present  thu  defects  of  llic 
arms  of  their  companies  at  the  next  Court  of  Awdst- 
ants ;  a  military  watch  in  every  town  to  ho  coulinneil 
until  further  order ;  all  men,  though  above  the  age  of 
sixty,  to  watch  in  their  turn,  except  ancli  aa  Lhrougli 
both  age  and  poverty  are  disabled,  either  by  finding 
a  Bufflcient  man  or  in  their  own  person;  and  uncU 
widows  an  have  estates  to  bear  their  part  by  finding 
one  to  watch  according  to  their  proportions ;  that  a 
considerable  company  of  half  pikea  be  provided  in 
every  town  at  the  charge  of  the  township;  that  every 
town  should  provide  a  barrel  of  powder  and  hullets 
in  proportion  for  every  lilly  soldiers;  that  no  man 
make  an  alarm  without  apparent  danger,  one  gunshot 
in  the  night  to  be  taken  as  un  alarm  to  the  town,  to 
bo  answered  by  any  man  hearing  the  same;  three 
shots  or  continued  shooting,  or  the  beat  of  a  drum,  to 
be  an  alarm  to  bo  taken  from  town  to  town  ;  that  in 
case  any  town  be  distressed  by  real  assault  upon  them, 
luch  towns  as  have  certain  intelligence  thereof  to 


ntlbrd  relief;  that  nnc-tbird  of  every  i»impany  brinf 
tlieir  arms,  with  powder  and  shot,  to  the  mueliiigi  mi 
tlie  Loril's  day,  forenoon  and  Hfternotin,     The  court 
alsorecoininended  to  every  town  to  provide  soma  plac* 
(if  security  whither  they  might  hrlng  tlieii 
children  in  timm  of  Imminent  danger.    Tbey  a 
engaged,  in  behalf  of  the  country,  to  provide  the  n 
of  thirty  jionnds  In  hire  a  guard  for  the  Ge> 
peraoti,  and  the  <lcputiuii  undcrtonk,  in  bebulf  nf  tlic|r>] 
aeverul   towiin,  to  provide  their   pruportjoua,  Enti^f 
Purchase  engaging  for  Taunton.     In  regnrd  of  d 
many  appearanctis  of  danger  towardo  ibe  cauittrj  h, 
unernics,  and  tliugreat  necessity  of  cnuiiael  mid  uitrti 
ill  that  rcs|ieet,  the  court  thought  it  moot  I 
choice  of  a  Council  of  War.     Nine  pci«n(ia  wore  M-''! 
cordinglyelected.oueof  whom  will  Mr.lubn  Urowni^  1 
formerly  of  ThuiiIuii. 

Tills  Council  met  at  Plymouth,  Ktay  12,  liITiS,  i 
having  received  intelligence  from  thu  cumiiiiiuiaii 
met  at  IloMton  of  tlieir  agitiitioiw  concerning  a  i 
with  the  Dutch  In  these  parts  of  Americu,  a 
after  due  delilicrution  to  he  iti  readinosa,  Uiruiigb  lU 
liolp  of  (lod,  to  assist  and  engngu  ihcruiii  avvunlil|| 
to  their  |>ro|>ortions  and  titmoat  ubililiu!.  WumiMl 
were  ueeordingly  issued  for  the  prianiug  ofsiKty  lud 
able  and  fit  i(>r  war,  ifiieed  nhall  require,  to  lie  Inkwl 
from  the  several  towns  according  to  their  proporilM^, 
Plymouth  was  to  provide  seven,  Duxhurmw  six,  8c^ 
tuate  nine.  Sandwich  six,  Taunton  live,  ynrnumtf 
aix,  Barnstable  six,  Marshfield  six,  HeUobotli  ai^ 
Eastham  three.  The  com m undent  appointed  lur  tbi 
ex[>cdition  were  Miles  Standish  for  caiitain,  lliuui^ 
Boutliworth  for  lieutenant,  and  Uexekiub  llnur,  i^ 
Tauntim,  for  ensign. 

A  query  was  proposed  to  be  made  to  tliu  next  <viiirt, 
whether  nuch  persons  as  are  pressed  Ui  go  forth  *» 
Holdiers  on  public  servit^,  their  Fstnl«s  aliull  be  liable 
to  be  nitiil  tiiwnnis  the  payment  of  tlieir  wngist  or 
not. 

it  Hcems  there  wna  no  call  hir  this  eX|iuililii»i  dur- 
ing thu  year.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Oouiiell  at  I'lyiu- 
outh,  June  2(1,  1054,  wurniuts  were  iwucd  in  llie 
iiiimeorHis  Highness  the  I^niProtecUir  of  Euglaiid. 
Ireland,  and  Scotland  fiir  the  prcsiiiiig  uf  fifty  men  to 
go  forth  with  Maj.  Robert  tledgwick  and  Uupt.  Juhll 
Levcritt  on  an  intended  ei:|>odition  agaiiiat  the  Dntcll 
at  the  Monhatoes.  Of  this  number  Taunton  was  la 
furnish  live.  Matthew  fuller  was  aubatituted  Air 
lieutenant;  the  other  ollicers  were  the  same  as  for  lb* 
lirst  expedition.  On  the  23d  of  June,  however,  tid- 
ings were  received  of  a  peace  between  England  and 
Holland,  and  all  further  preparatinna  ceaaed. 

At  the  court  held  Oct.  3,  lti54,  the  eoinmissionei* 
for  Plymouth  informed  the  court  that  at  their  last 
inccting  it  had  been  determined  to  solid  a  certain 
number  of  horse  and  footmen  on  a  8|>eciul  mosaM 
to  Niiinegrctt,  tbeNiantick  aaehein,aiid  iu  ease  thera 
should  be  necessity  they  bad  jointly  agreed  to  send  a 
second  supply  of  men  out  of  the  four  United  Colonltt 
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to  war  against  the  said  Ninnegrett.  Warrants  were 
accordingly  directed  to  tlie  constables  of  each  town 
to  press  t]ie  due  pro]M)rtion  of  men  out  of  each  town. 
Five  was  the  share  of  Taunton.  The  following  year 
tlie  towns  were  rated  to  pay  tlie  charges  of  the  expe- 
dition, Taunton's  amount  being  £3  14«. 

At  the  October  court,  1655,  "  In  answer  to  a  peti- 
tion preferred  by  three  men  belonging  to  tiie  iron- 
works at  Taunton,  re<[ue8ting  that  they  may  be  ex- 
empted from  training,  the  court  doth  grant  that  at 
such  time  as  when  their  worke  is  in  hand  that  they  are 
exempted,  unless  upon  some  special  case  of  watching 
that  may  arise."  The  names  of  these  three  men  are  not 
given.  Tn  .Tune,  1(502,  appears  this  order:  "James 
Li*onard,  of  Taunton,  wax  freed  from  training  in  tlie 
milit^nry  company  of  Tnuntoii  in  reference  to  his  aill- 
ing,  being  a  bloomer,  and  in  respect  to  a  former  order 
of  court  wlierein  he  was  exempted  in  that  respect." 
l^y  the  reference  to  tlie  former  order  it  is  probable  he 
was  one  of  the  three  before  exempted.  James  Leon- 
ard was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  iron-works  in 
Taunton  in  1652,  said  to  be  the  first  establishment  of 
the  kind  in  North  America.  This  action  of  the 
court  shows  the  high  value  set  upon  the  enterprise  by 
the  government.  It  is  also  a  pleasant  and  significant 
foreshadowing  of  the  policy  ever  since  pursued  by 
Massachusetts  in  fostering  her  manufactures. 

In  l()r>6,  (^apt.  Miles  Stamlish  died  at  an  advanced 
age.  In  all  military  matters  he  was  most  trusted 
and  relied  upon,  and  a  few  years  before  had  been  ap- 
pointed chief  military  ofKcerof  the  colony,  but  with- 
out any  other  distinctive  military  title  than  that  of 
captain.  In  1658  the  court,  by  joint  consent,  agreed 
that  a  chief  military  officer  should  be  chosen  to  be 
styled  a  major,  and  at  a  meeting  of  the  Council  of 
War  in  October  of  that  year,  Capt.  Josias  VVinslow 
was  chosen  to  that  office  and  received  his  commission 
as  major.  A  codiicil,  with  whom  he  was  to  be  ready 
on  all  occasions  to  advise,  was  also  appointed,  con- 
sisting of  nineteen  military  officers,  of  whom  Capt. 
William  Poole,  of  Taunton,  was  one. 

The  country's  stock  of  powder  and  lead  was  dis- 
posed of  among  some  of  the  towns  where  it  was 
thought  most  convenient  for  the  public  use.  A  barrel 
of  powder  and  a  quantity  of  lead  was  committed  to 
the  charge  of  James  Leonard,  of  Taunton. 

James  Wyatt,  the  lieutenant  of  the  Taunton  com- 
pany, was  found  dead  in  his  meadow,  July  5,  1664, 
and  a  jury  was  summoned  to  inquire  into  the  cause 
of  his  death.  The  jury  found  that  on  the  day  men- 
tioned he  rode  to  a  meadow  of  his  to  cut  grass,  a  ser- 
vant of  his,  an  Indian  boy,  following  him,  and  when 
he  came  to  the  meadow  he  found  his  master  dead. 
John  Hall,  Thomas  Deane,  and  James  Hell  rode  to 
the  meadow,  and  there  found  that  he  had  cut  some 
grass,  and  was  gone  out  of  the  meadow,  and  was  there 
fallen  down  dead  ;  and  upon  search  the  said  jury 
finds  not  any  cause  of  any  violent  death,  but  the 
immciliate  hand  of  the  Lord. 


The  following  June  (1665),  Ensign  George  Macey 
was  appointed  lieutenant  and  Thomas  Leonard  en- 
sign. Oliver  Purchase,  the  former  ensign,  had  re- 
moved to  Lynn  as  early  as  1660,  and  probably  some 
time  before,  as  in  that  year  he  was  a  deputy  from 
Lynn  to  the  General  Court  in  Boston. 

The  Council  of  War  met  at  Plymouth,  April  2, 1667, 
and  passed  a  numl)er  of  important  orders.  From  the 
character  of  some  of  these  orders  the  meeting  seems  to 
have  been  occasioned  by  the  hostilities  then  in  prog- 
ress between  Charles  II.  and  the  Dutch  and  French. 
It  was  determined  "  that  Dutch  and  French  be  looked 
upon  as  our  common  enemy  while  so  to  our  nation, 
and  shall  be  resisted,  opposed,  and  expelled  by  the 
forces  of  this  jurisdiction  to  their  utmost  power,  and 
that  all  advantages  shall  be  used  to  that  end.*'  The 
Indian  sachems  were  advised  to  employ  their  men  in 
looking  out  to  sea  for  shipping,  and  give  speedy  intel- 
ligence to  the  English  of  any  vessel  and  their  mo- 
tions. It  was  ordered  that  every  town  provide  some 
"  place  of  retire"  for  their  women  and  children  in  case 
of  an  alarm,  as  the  discretion  of  each  place  may  guide 
them,  that  so  the  men  may  with  less  distraction  face 
an  enemy.  Men  were  appointed  to  be  of  council 
with  the  commissioned  officers  in  each  town,  and  it 
was  ordered  "  that  it  shall  be  in  the  power  of  such  as 
are  apiK)inted  a  council  in  every  town,  in  any  exigent 
or  sudden  occasion,  to  dis[K>8e  of  the  general  stock  of 
arms  and  ammunition  in  that  town,  or  any  part  of  it 
as  occasion  may  require."  James  Walker,  William 
Harvey,  and  Uichard  Williams  were  appointed  to  be 
of  council  in  Taunton. 

In  1671,  James  Walker  was  chosen  one  of  the  gen- 
eral Council  of  War. 

Taunton  had  now  been  settled  for  more  than  thirty 
years.  It  had  gradually  increased  in  population. 
Settlements  had  been  pushed  northerly  as  far  as 
Winnicunnet  Pond,  where  in  1669,  William  With- 
erell  had  established  himself  on  its  southeasterly 
shore.  Southerly,  on  the  easterly  side  of  the  Great 
River,  the  settlements  had  extended  nearly  if  not 
quite  to  Assonet  Neck,  and  on  the  westerly  side  be- 
low Three-Mi le  River,  while  to  the  eastward  they 
reached  beyond  S<piabinanset  and  nearly  to  Titicut. 
Of  course  the  dwellings  were  scattered,  and,  in  the 
remote  parts  of  the  town,  widely  separated. 

While  during  all  this  time  military  discipline  had 
been  carefully  attended  to,  and  there  had  been  sev- 
eral occasions  when  soldiers  were  called  forth  upon 
some  alarm  of  war,  and  constant  watchfulness  had 
been  exercised  in  respect  to  their  Indian  neighbors, 
it  had  really  been  a  period  of  substantial  peace.  Of 
an  Indian  war  they  had  had  no  experience.  The 
possibility  of  such  a  war  was  perhaps  always  before 
them,  but  with  so  little  probability  that  it  occasioned 
no  uneasiness.  The  Pequot  war  was  over  before  the 
settlement  of  Taunton,  and  it  was  mainly  confined  to 
(^'Onnecticut.  During  the  lifetime  of  the  good  old 
Massasoit  the  treaty  made  by  him  with  Plymouth 
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waa  fttitlifully  observed.  Upon  hia  deutli,  in  IGOl,  iie 
was  succeeded  liy  hU oldest  aon,  WamiiulUif/iMi  Alux- 
ander.  J^Ie  lived  only  nlrout  a  year,  dying  miuiu  lime 
in  1662.  UiH  hroLiier  Pometacoiii,  or  MLtneoinet,  m> 
it  is  DOmetimes  nrritton.bat  better  known  byhlit  Eok- 
lish  name  Philip,  [hen  beeainc  the  chief  nachem  uf 
tlie  Wminpmiouga.  It  sunn  lieeamu  uvidunt  lliut  Pliilip 
WBBno  lover  of  the  Engliah.  ilucuuld  mil  look  uom- 
plueeiitly  upon  tlie  riipid  growth  orthdr  uuttlvmuiitii, 
and  the  coimequeiit  urowding  of  biu  rave  iuUi  uiiii- 
Btantly  narrowing  quartera.  The  I'lynioulh  (^vern- 
ment  beeume  miBpieioUH  of  him.  Rumore  came  to 
them  tliat  he  wtui  Becrelly  plotting  witb  the  Narra- 
ganactln  und  other  tribes  against  tbem  for  Llieir  ex- 
t«rni illation.  He  wiia  sent  for  to  miike  his  appeur- 
aiice  at  riyinoiilh  uii  ibe  Ctli  uF  AiigUHt,  llSli-J,  thiil  Itu 
migbt  ctenr  himself  Trom  tijcao  suKpicioiis.  I'hilip 
■ppeared,  and  prol'essed  himself  deainiua  to  continue 
the  friendship  and  uniity  tlinl  bad  formerly  eiilMinted 
iMtween  Lliem  and  bid  deceusetl  fullicr  iind  lirotlicr, 
and  he  signed  a.  treaty  of  Hubmianion  und  mutunl 
Trieudship  nnd  helpfulneaa.  Hie  uncle  Uneonipowett 
also  signed  the  trcuLy. 

In  (he  summer  of  1667  he  was  again  sent  for  to 
clear  up  reports  tlint  he  bad  expressed  himself  ready 
to  join  with  the  French  or  Dutch  against  tbe  Eng- 
lish. He  Hgiiin  succeeded  in  putting  u  fsir  face  upon 
the  matter,  and  upon  bis  ciirnest  protestations  of 
friendship  was  allowed  to  depart,  and  for  tliree  yoara 
nothing  occurred  to  oecnsion  any  special  apprebon- 
sion.  Early  in  1671,  from  sotuo  real  or  pretended  in- 
jury to  Ills  planting  lauds  by  tbe  English  he  began 
to  malce  hostile  demonstrations,  und  the  riymoulh 
government,  taking  Ibe  shirm,  sent  messengers  to 
Boston  with  a  request  that  tbe  MaasiiehunetU  govern- 
ment would  use  its  endeavoni  tu  induce  Philip  to  be- 
come poai^cnble.  Tbey  ulaiibcnt  messengera  to  Philip 
todiscover  bis  intentions,  Massacbusells,  anxious  to 
prevent  a  rupture,  sent  wor<l  to  Philip  tu  meet  certain 
gentlemen  whom  they  would  appoint,  with  others 
from  Plymouth,  at  Taunton,  tliat  they  might,  ifpoa- 
aible,  reconcile  the  dilTerenees  that  existed  between 
them.  William  Duvis,  William  Hudson,  und  ThouiHS 
Brattle  were  deputed  on  the  pnrt  of  Massiiehusetls, 
and  Qoveruor  Prence,  Josius  Winalow,  and  Constant 
Southworlh,  with  some  otliers,  appeared  for  Plymouth. 
They  met  at  Taunton,  April  intb,  and  while  confer- 
ring together  a  messenger  from  I'bilip  arrived  with 
tbe  information  tlial  be  was  ut  Tbree-llile  lliver 
(some  four  miles  south  of  tbe  village),  and  wished 
Ibe  Governor  of  Plymouth  to  meet  him  there.  Tbia 
the  Governor  declined  to  do,  and  sent  Mr.  James 
Brown  and  Mr.  Boger  Williams  to  desire  I'bilip  tii 
come  to  the  Green,  that  Icing  the  place  a|ipointed 
for  tbe  meeting.  They  found  I'bilip  with  quite  a 
liody  of  his  men  painted  and  ci|uip|HHl  as  if  exjiccling 
a  battle.  Philiji  linally  consented  to  come  if  h(i8lii(fes 
were  left  with  bis  men,  and  Mr.  Hrown  and  Mr.  Wil- 
liams remained  with  a  part  of  his  men  as  bootagEs. 


He  then  came  aceompanied  by  tttimo  uf  Ilia  rorcw  « 
fat  aa  the  grist-mill,  which  stood  on  tbe  west  sldv  of 
Mill  River,  between  tbe  present  (!obannot  and  WJn- 
tlirop  Streets,  having  lakuli  tbe  preeuutinii  to  |»mI 
sentinels  on  Oroaaman'a  Hill  in  bis  rear,  and  again 
sent  for  theOnvcrnor  lo  meet  bim  there.  Tlie  t<iMriis- 
pc<i)>lcwilh  the  Plymouth  men  hcenmingoxa»p«raii>il, 
were  eager  lo  utLick  I'hilip,  but  the  MusaucbuiiMla 
com  mission  cm  wisely  iiiLerpuseil,  and  pruvuiiliil  mi 
rush  an  outbreak,  und  pruvnilod  on  Philip  to  uomv  lo 
tbe  Green,  he  atipululiitg  that  tbe  conference  should 
he  hold  iu  Iho  meeliiig-house,  he  and  liia  lueu  to  nc* 
cupy  one  side,  and  the  Buglisli  ttie  oUier. 

Nuvor  bufori'  bad  (be  ohi  mecting-hutuo  wilticMed 
so  rumarkable  a  M^one.  Clvilixiitiun  nud  Iwrburiain 
were  arniye>l  iigiiiiinl  i-acli  ulltur,  and  iliu  ruault  eouM 
not  buduiibtrul,  Our  sympatbiea  aru  involuntarily 
awakened  for  the  jiroud  and  iiidopendetit  race  des- 
tined toliidcnway,  Ihit  it  wasacrisiii  liir  tbu  bnaidur 
and  mure  imporlaiit  interests  of  I'iviltiuilloi)  aud  Cbria- 
tianity.  Hud  I'bilip  succce<led  in  tliesebumo  wind 
he  was  llien  engaged  in  maturing,  of  uniting  all  the 
native  tribes  of  New  Kngliind  and  New  York  11-r  the 
extermination  of  all  tbe  European  settlemeula,  lis 
etreets,  it  can  be  Ncen,  would  have  been  most  diaastrim* 
to  the  highest  interests  of  buamuily. 

I'iiilip,  being  confronted  witli  the  charges  made 
by  tlie  commissioners,  at  (irst  dunieil  having  any  hiw- 
tile  designs,  and  averred  that  his  warlike  pruiMrHtiim* 
were  dircct«d  against  the  Narragunsetls;  but  upon 
l)eing  told  that  tlicy  bad  proof  tliat  he  wua  on  better 
terms  with  tJiem  than  ever,  be  wna  covered  witli  eon.  i 
fusion  and  acknowledged  tbe  truth  of  tlie  ctiargW  ^ 
He  was  required  by  the  com  miss  in  nets  to  make  repar- 
ation for  past  injuries  and  to  give  security  agninrf 
such  injuries  in  the  future.  The  flrsl  part  of  Ibe 
rci|iiiremcnt  was  abandoned,  hut  be  was  ntinirud  lu 
give  up  his  arms.  The  following  aubmit«ioii  was 
drawn  up,  which  ho  signed.  It  may  be  Aiund  ia 
Mather's  "  iirief  History  of  King  Philip's  War." 


1,  ilulilol  iiiul  bFukiB  Hill  at)  1^ 
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It  was  obvious  that  so  humiliating  a  snbmissicn 
would  not  result  in  a  permanent  peace.  Some  of  his 
captains  were  so  angry  at  him  on  account  of  it  that 
they  could  scarcely  forbear  seeking  immediate  ven- 
geance. Hubbard  says  that  one  of  them,  of  far  bet- 
ter cournge  than  himself,  when  he  saw  his  cowardly 
temper  and  disposition,  flung  down  his  arms,  saying 
he  would  never  own  him  again  or  fight  under  him, 
and  immediately  joined  the  English,  and  fought  on 
their  side  throughout  the  war  that  followed. 

The  arms  of  the  Indians  were  not  sent  in  as  tlie 
Plymouth  government  claimed  they  ought  to  have 
been  by  the  terms  of  the  treaty.  It  could  not  rea- 
sonably have  been  expected.  Fire-arms  had  become 
a  nei*essity  to  the  Indians,  not  only  for  offensive  and 
defensive  warfare,  but  as  instruments  in  procuring  a 
livHihood.  It  is  not  strange,  then,  that  in  June  fol- 
lowing the  court  should  find  reason  to  complain  that 
Philip,  instead  of  influencing  his  subjects  to  bring  in 
their  arms,  had  taken  moans  to  secrete  them  and 
carry  them  away  beyond  their  reach.  The  arms  that 
had  been  surrendered  were  distributed  among  the 
towns,  and  Philip  saw  that  his  own  arms,  instead  of 
being  returned,  were  likely  to  be  used  against  him. 

Active  measures  were  taken  by  the  government  at 
Plymouth  to  secure  the  submission  of  the  various 
small  tribes  in  their  vicinity.  At  a  meeting  of  the 
Council  of  War,  .July  8,  1671,  it  was  agreed  that  one 
hundred  men  should  be  pressed  out  of  the  towns  to 
go  forth  under  command  of  Maj.  Winslow  against 
the  Seconet  Indians  in  case  they  should  fail  to  sub- 
mit themselves  and  give  up  their  arms.  Taunton  was 
to  send  twelve  men.  William  Witherell,  of  Taunton, 
was  one  of  the  "  sarjeants."  The  8tli  day  of  August 
was  to  be  the  time  of  their  setting  forth,  "on  which 
day  the  towns  of  Taunton,  Rchoboth,  IJridgewater, 
and  Swansoy  are  to  cause  their  soldiers  that  are  to  be 
sent  forth  Uy  give  meeting  to  the  major  and  the  rest 
of  the  company,  at  or  near  Assonet,  about  John  Tis- 
dalTs  farm." 

The  ( •oinicil  of  War  met  again  the  23d  of  August. 
The  principal  subject  of  consideration  was  the  failure 
of  Philip  to  comply  with  the  terms  of  the  treaty  made 
at  Taunton.  It  was  determined  to  require  his  per- 
sonal appearance  **  to  make  his  purgation  in  refer- 
ence to  the  premises,"  and  in  case  of  his  refusal  to 
"  en<lcavonr  his  reducemeiit  by  force."  Inasmuch  as 
a  war  with  Philip  would  concern  all  the  English 
plantations,  it  was  decided  to  send  letters  to  the 
neighboring  colonies  of  A[assacluisetts  and  Ilhode 
Island,  as  well  as  to  Philip.  The  letter  to  Philip  was 
sent  by  ^Ir.  James  Walker  (of  Taunton),  one  of  the 
council,  "  and  he  was  ordered  to  request  the  company 
of  Mr.  Roger  Williams  and  Mr.  James  IJrowne  to  go 
with  him  at  the  delivery  of  the  said  letter,"  in  which 
Philip  was  required  to  make  his  personal  appearance 
at  Plymouth  the  13th  of  September  next. 

Philip  did  not  appear  in  answer  to  the  summons, 
but  instead  repaired  to  Massachusetts  and  there  made 


complaint  of  the  Plymouth  authorities.  A  letter  was 
sent  by  some  of  the  gentlemen  in  place  there  to  the 
Governor  of  Plymouth,  intimating  that  they  did  not 
understand  the  covenants  and  engagements  of  the 
treaty  as  their  Plymouth  brethren  did,  and  oflering 
their  mediation  in  the  premises.  This  offer  was  ac- 
cepted, and  the  commissioners  of  Massachusetts  and 
Connecticut  (who  were  then  in  Boston)  and  some 
other  gentlemen  were  invited  to  come  to  Plymouth 
and  aflbrd  their  help.  **  Accordingly  on  the  24th  of 
September,  1671,  Mr.  John  Winthrop,  Governoi'  of 
Connecticut,  Maj.-Gen.  Leverett,  Mr.  Thomas  Dan- 
forth,  Capt.  William  Davis,  with  divers  others  came 
to  Plymouth  and  had  a  fair  and  deliberate  hearing  of 
the  controversy  between  our  colony  and  the  said 
sachem,  Philip,  ho  being  present,  at  which  meeting  it 
wsiM  proved  by  suflicient  testimony  to  the  conviction 
of  the  said  Philip  and  satisfaction  of  all  that  audience, 
both  the  said  gentlemen  and  others,  that  he  had  broken 
his  covenant  made  with  our  colony  at  Taunton  in 
April  last  in  divers  particulars,  as  also  carried  very 
unkindly  unto  us  divers  ways."  A  series  of  articles 
was  then  drawn  up  and  read  to  him  for  his  acceptance 
or  rejection  as  he  should  see  q^use,  the  substance  of 
which  was  that  he  and  his  subjects  acknowledged 
themselves  subjects  of  the  King  of  England  and  the 
government  of  New  Plymouth,  that  ho  promised  to 
pay  one  hundred  pounds  damages  provided  he  could 
have  three  years  to  do  it  in,  that  he  would  send  in  to 
the  (Governor  five  wolves'  heads  yearly,  that  he  would 
refer  any  difference  between  himself  and  the  English 
to  the  Governor  of  Plymouth  to  rectify,  that  he  would 
not  make  war  but  with  the  Governor's  approbation,  and 
that  he  would  not  dispose  of  any  of  his  lands  without 
the  approval  of  the  Plyniouth  government.  Probably 
Philip  saw  no  other  way  out  of  his  present  difficulty 
but  to  yield,  and  accordingly  he  with  seven  of  his 
council  signed  the  articles.  But,  as  the  result  showed, 
he  went  on  to  perfect  his  vast  scheme  of  uniting  the 
Indian  tribes  in  a  general  war  with  the  English. 
This  was  the  last  agreement  or  treaty  made  by  Philip 
with  the  colonists. 

Another  speck  of  war  appeared  in  the  distance  in 
the  latter  part  of  1673.  At  the  meeting  of  the  Gen- 
eral Court  in  December  of  that  year  the  following 
action  was  taken : 

"  TliM  court  u|wn  seiloiis  coniiderMtion  of  the  injurlouii  nctings  of 
tho  Dutch,  onr  neighbor*  nt  New  York,  In  the  sarprinl  or  leTenil  tm- 
bcIh  and  goodii  of  our  cunfcilerAtes,  nnd  refnnlng  to  miike  Jnnt  mtlafiu:- 
t(«»n  fur  the enmnu|K>n  demand, .  .  .  miudfiigalsothatthey  hare  declared 
these  their  acling*  tu  bo  grounded  on  the  national  quarrel  between  them 
nnd  UR  in  Rurope,  and  accordingly  declare  their  commlmion  and  orders  to 
be  to  do  all  poRsihlesptdl  nnd  damage  to  the  Btatoa*  enemies  by  land  and 
watir,  ...  for  our  more  necessary  defense  we  Judge  it  requisite  to  en- 
deavor their  removal,  and  to  raise  and  maintain  one  hundred  men  in 
the  expedition,  if  we  can  at  present  be  supplied  with  what  la  necessary 
for  their  march  or  voyage. 

"And  tliat  Instructions  be  given  to  the  commandsrS'ln-chiof,  first  to 
summon  them  to  yield,  with  their  promise  of  enjoying  their  estates  and 
liberties. 

"The  names  of  the  commnndera  diosen  by  the  court  wore  Oaptaino 
James  Cud  worth,  for  captains ;  Mr.  John  Gorara,  for  lieutenant;  Mr. 
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From  the  names,  llie  sergeaiitB  nil  seeni  to  linve 
been  Taunton  men.  An  hud  been  the  case  witli  sev- 
eral previous  exgieditioiiB  propoaeil  againat  the  Dutch, 
this  appeura  to  have  gone  no  Tiirther  than  llie  pre|)- 
Kratioiie  therefor. 

The  Indian  war-cloud  that  had  lain  so  long  on  tlio 
horiEon  of  the  colonies,  at  tinioa  causing  a|iprehenaioii 
by  ominous  inutteringa,  and  then  Hinking  almost  out 
of  sight,  at  lengtli  hunt  with  terrible  auildenneas 
over  the  town  of  Swansea.  On  Thursday,  June  24, 
1675,  ua  tlie  beat  authorities  agree,  thu  first  English 
blood  was  ahed  in  King  Philip'a  war  in  that  town. 
It  was  a  day  which  had  been  set  upurt  by  Qovernor 
Winslow  for  fasting  and  huniiliutiou  in  view  of  the 
impending  dangers.  As  the  Swansea  people  were  re- 
turning from  meeting  the  Indians  lired  upon  tlieni, 
^killing  one  man  and  wounding  others.  Two  men, 
who  were  sent  for  a  surgeon,  were  killed  by  the  In- 
diana on  their  way,  and  in  another  part  of  tlie  town 
«ix  others  were  killed, poking  nine  in  all.  Thus  be- 
gan that  fearful  life  and  death  atrugglc  between  the 
Indians  and  the  English  which  lasted  more  than  a 
;ear,  and  carried  devastation  and  death  into  very 
many  of  the  towns  in  the  colonies. 

It  is  not  intended  here  to  give  a  history  of  that 
war.  It  belongs  to  the  history  of  Massachusetts  and 
Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut,  as  well  as  to  that  of 
Plymouth  Colony,  and  it  affected  several  other  towns 
in  Dristol  County  fur  more  severely  than  Tuuuion.  A 
few  incidents  only  wliich  relate  parliculurly  to  Taun- 
ton will  be  given. 

Un  the  Sunday  previous  to  the  outbreak  a  nics- 
aenger  hiid  carried  intelligence  of  the  threatened 
danger  to  the  authorities  at  Plymouth,  and  tlie  Gov- 
ernor had  ordered  that  the  captains  of  the  towns 
should  march  the  greater  part  of  their  companies  and 
rendezvous  at  Taunton,  Monday  night,  June  21st, 
where  Maj.  Bradford  was  to  receive  them.  Weshould 
be  glad  to  know  what  Taunton  men,  if  any,  joined 
this  expedition  for  the  relief  of  Swansea  and  Ue- 
hobolli,  but  no  information  upon  the  point  has  been 

June  27th,  the  Indians  (a  straggling  party  prob- 
ably) burnt  the  houses  of  John  Tisdall,  Sr.,  and 
James  Walker,  at  Taunton.  They  killed  Tisdall 
and  two  other  soldiers, — John  Knollea  and  Bamuel 
Atkins,  of  Kaatham.  Tisdall's  house  was  near  Aa- 
Houct,  Walker's  was  on  the  westerly  side  of  the  Greiit 
Kiver,  and  probably  nearly  down  to  Tliree-Mile  Itiver. 
At  the  March  Court,  167G-TT,  three  Indians,  named 
Timothy  Jacked,  alUi*  Cunjunukc,  Nassaniaijuut,  and 
Pompacanshe,  were  indicted  for  murdering  the  Ibi'ee 
men  above  named,  and  were  tried  by  a  jury  of  twelve 
men  after  the  manner  of  the  English.  Tlio  verdict 
of  the  jury  concerning  Timothy  Jackul  and  Nassa- 


maiiunt  was,  "We  find  they  are  very  suepiciaus  of 
the  murder  chnrgL-d  on  llicm.  And  in  reference 
unto  I'ompAcanshe,  we  find  nothiug  against  hiw." 
No  Hirllier  evidunce  appearing  to  clear  up  tlie  uaM^ 
the  MsnUiiiue  of  the  court  was,  "  That  the  two  foriuM 
were  to  bo  sent  out  of  the  country  speedily,  •ml 
»ther  likewise,  as  he  iii  prisoner  taken  in  war." 

U  may  be  interesting,  as  xhowing  the  ore  of 
court  concerning  the  proper  settlement  uf  the  e«tal 
of  deceased  |)ersons,  to  give  their  action  in  refvrou 
to  TisiUll's  estate.    Administration  was  co 
hilt  four  sons, — John,   .lames,   Joshua,  and   Jnaa) 
Subsequently,  In  answer  to  a  petition  of  John  Smil 
a.nd  James  Dunu  referring  tu  the  settleincitl  uf  tl 
estate,  the  court  ordennl  that  the  whole  iMliitu,  1>dl 
apjiraised,  should  bo  distrihutud  as  follows:  To  tiM 
eldest  son  n  double  (wrtion,  and  to  the  othor  lli 
sous  and  four  duughtcni  an  c<pial  pn>|Hirli<in,  un 
in  case  of  weakness  there  may  be  reason  to  utlvauot 
to  any  for  their  necessary  finpply.    Anil  fur  tliit  Ixmcv, 
execution  thereof,  Mr.  Janiett  Urnwnu  (of  UwnuMit'i 
prohubly),  William  Harvey,  Itiilnird  William*,  ami' 
Lieutenant  George  Muccy  were  up|Hiintu4l 
miltee  to  take  notice  of  the  whole  esiulu.     t\irthe(<> 
more,   in   reference    to   the   controveray   amuug 
children,  the  court's  advice  was,  that  concerning  tjie 
two  younger  sons,  in  regard  that  they  hail  npprovod 
themselves  t4i  he  faithliil  in  thu  prcxervutiun  of  tli 
estate  since  their  father's  dealli,  in  spending  uiucli  of 
their  time  therein  to  the  endangering  of  tli 
that  they  be  considered  by  the  committee  in  the  dh^; 
tributiun  of  the  estate.     ISee  t'ly.  Uul.  Hem.,  ral. 
pp.  2ia.  21fl,  224.) 

Taunton,  lying  in  the  direct  roiiiu  fnnn  IIiMlMn 
Swansea  and  Mount  Hope,  and  also  in  the  iiKist  ooh- 
venient  way  from  Plymouth  thitlior,  was  frequuntlj 
made  a  rendezvous  for  the  troojM.  It  seerns  that 
several  houses  had  been  turned  into  garrisons.  Ur. 
Itnylics  sjicuks  uf  the  march  of  tho  Mawumliusclts 
troujis,  who  were  under  the  command  of  Maj.  Savage, 
from  Swansea  tu  UchulKith,  in  pursuit  of  Philip,  nud 
not  finding  him  tliere,  ha  having  retired  to  a  swamp 
in  Pocaaaet,  they  proceeiled  from  there  tn  Taunton, 
which  tliey  reached  July  I7th,  whore  they  fuund  the 
people  sccuret)  against  a  sudden  onset  in  eight  garri- 
ituncd  housi». 

About  this  time  Philip,  being  closely  pressed,  made 
his  escape  into  the  Nipmuck  country,  comprising  the 
southerly  part  of  central  Massac husetls,  and  extend- 
ing into  tlie  northerly  part  of  Connecticut,  and  lor 
several  months  the  towns  uf  Plymouth  Cnlony  had  a 


On  .Dec.  19,  1G76,  occurred  the  great  KarruguiisvU 
Swamp  fight,  in  what  is  now  the  town  of  Kingston, 
It.  I.  In  preparation  for  this  great  strugglu  tho 
Council  of  War  hold  a  meeting  at  Plymouth,  Decem- 
ber (illi,  ut  which  volunteers  wero  called  for,  and  the 
towns  were  urged  to  present  Ihuir  nblcxt  and  liltcsl 
men.     "Such  aa  cheerluUy  tender  ttaemselvea  to  the 
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expedition  or  to  preese  shall  be  looked  upon  with 
singular  respect"  Govemor  Joeias  Winslow  was  ap- 
pointed commander  of  the  united  forces,  and  Capt. 
Bradford  and  John  Gomm  to  be  particular  command- 
ers of  the  Plymouth  forces.  The  forces  were  ordered 
to  rendezvous  at  Plymouth  on  the  7th ,  at  Taunton  on 
the  8th,  at  Rehoboth  on  the  9thy  and  at  Providence 
on  the  10th.  Taunton  was  represented  in  Capt. 
Gorum's  company  (or  Gorham,  as  the  name  was 
afterwards  spelled)  by  William  Wetherell,  who  was 
first  sergeant  Rev.  George  F.  Clark,  in  his  excellent 
"  History  of  Norton/'  says  that  in  a  deed  given  by 
John  Wetherell,  son  of  William,  it  is  stated  that  he 
was  an  "  Eldest  Sergeant  in  Capt  Gorrom's  Company 
in  the  great  Narragansett  Swamp  fitt,"  Dec.  19,  1675. 
In  nn  account  rendered  by  Pelcg  San  ford,  of  Rhode 
Island,  against  the  colony  for  various  disbursements 
on  account  of  soldiers  that  came  to  his  house  after 
the  fight,  is  the  following : 

"To  S  yds.  of  dnfll*  to  Sergt.  WUheiiy,  Jamet  Bell,  and  other  Tanntoa 
men  that  cnnie  vonnded  to  my  bonae,  Dec  S4,  £2:  06.  To  eeeh  to 
Jamca  llell  to  bear  hii  charges  home,  4«.** 

There  is  also  a  charge  for  the  hire  of  a  room  **  from 
the  24  of  Dec.  to  the  17  of  Oct.,  1676,  the  day  that 
Sergeant  Witherell  went  out  of  it,  at  £5  per  year, 
£4:01:74."  It  is  evident  from  this  charge  that 
WctheroU  must  have  been  severely  woiindccl,  as  it 
was  nearly  ten  months  before  he  could  be  carried 
home.  James  Bell  was  also  in  the  fight,  and  other 
Taunton  men,  as  mentioned  in  the  first  of  the  above 
charges,  but  in  which  company  is  not  known.  Gen. 
Ebenezer  W.  Peirce,  in  his  very  valuable  "Indian 
Hmtory  and  (fcnealogy,"  pt  120,  states  that  William 
Uoskins,  of  Taunton,  was  in  the  Narragansett  expe- 
dition. The  names  of  the  other  Taunton  men  who 
went  wounded  to  Sanford's  house  have  not  been  as- 
certained. Wetherell  received  a  grant  of  ten  pounds 
in  June,  1685,  on  account  of  his  wounds,  and  in  July, 
1686,  the  court  gave  him  a  fine  of  five  pounds  in  the 
hands  of  Robert  Godfrey,  of  Taunton,  the  treasurer 
of  the  colony  to  give  order  for  the  payment  of  the 
same  to  said  Wetherell. 

During  the  progress  of  the  war  several  orders  for 
the  miMing  of  men  and  money  were  made  by  the  Gen- 
eral Court  and  the  Council  of  War.  It  was  ordered, 
Oct.  4,  167r),  that  soldiers  be  pressed  out  of  each  town 
to  go  forth  as  occasion  may  require,  and  twenty-five 
for  the  garrison  at  Mount  Uope.  Taunton  was  to 
furnish  twenty  for  the  general  service,  and  three  for 
Mount  Uope.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Council,  Dec.  30, 
1G75,  it  was  proposed  to  raise  one  thousand  men  out 
of  the  United  Colonies,  of  which  Plymouth  Colony 
was  to  furnish  one  hundred  and  twenty-two,  Taun- 
ton's share  being  thirteen.  March  29,  1676,  three 
hundred  soldiers  were  ordered  to  be  raised  and 
pressed  for  the  present  emergency,  Taunton  to  fur- 
nish thirty  men,  to  be  ready  by  the  11th  of  April 
uext. 

June  7,  1676,  the  court  voted  to  raise  one  hundred 


and  fifty  English  and  fifty  Indians  with  the  best  speed, 
the  time  of  sending  forth  being  Wednesday,  June  SDth, 
"  to  be  sent  fprtl^  towards  the  frontier  parts  of  this  ool* 
ony,  to  be  upon  motion  to  scout  to  and  fro  for  the 
safety  of  the  colony."  Money  was  ordered  to  be 
raised  to  the  amount  of  £164  lOt.  The  proportion  of 
Taunton  was  fifteen  men  and  £16  in  money.  In  Feb- 
ruary, 1675-76,  James  Walker,  William  Harvey,  and 
John  Richmond  were  appointed  the  Town  Council  of 
Taunton.  The  Council  of  War  at  their  meeting  in 
March,  1675-76,  imposed  fines  upon  a  number  of  de- 
linquent soldiers,  and  fined  the  constables  of  Taunton 
four  pounds  for  pressing  Joseph  Deane,  a  man  unfit 
to  go  forth  on  service.  They  were  afterwards  released 
from  the  fine.  At  the  same  meeting  a  rate  of  £1000 
was  assessed  upon  the  towns,  to  be  paid  in  clothing, 
provisions,  or  cattle,  for  the  payment  of  soldiers  who 
needed  other  supplies  rather  than  lands,  of  which 
Taunton's  proportion  was  £92  18«.  6d. 

In  the  spring  of  1676  the  Indians  kept  the  inhab- 
itants in  continual  uneasiness  and  fear  by  their  stealthy 
attacks,  burning  dwellings  and  barns,  and  killing  any 
whom  they  could  surprise  in  an  unguarded  situation. 
Bridgewater,  Taunton,  and  Rehoboth,  being  frontier 
towns,  were  peculiarly  exposed  to  these  attacks.  The 
Cape  towns,  Barnstable,  Sandwich,  Yarmouth,  and 
Eastham,  had  by  a  committee,  of  which  Thomas 
Uinckley  was  chairman,  invited  the  inhabitants  of 
these  towns  to  remove  and  take  up  their  residence 
with  them  until  the  termination  of  the  war.  But  the 
towns  each  sent  a  letter  declining  the  offer.  The 
reply  of  Taunton  by  its  committee  is  here  given  : 

**TAUinroir,  April  16,  *76. 
**  IIonoKBD  AND  Bilotkd: 

**  We  liATe  received  yoar  affectionete  letter  tall  of  Iotb  and  andfeerred 
bounty  toward!  ut,  yoar  unworthy  brethren  and  neighbora,  and  we 
blfM  Ood  that  He  hath  giVen  oi  ao  much  room  in  yoar  hearts,  that  yoa 
so  freely  tender  as  a  part  with  you  in  yoar  houses, fields, and  provisioos 
at  such  a  time,  when  the  Lord  Is  threaten ing  us  with  bersaTsment  of 
onr  own.  It  much  oomforteth  us  In  this  day  of  darkness  and  distress; 
we  assuring  ourselves  thereby  that  If  oar  dtstresses  oootlaue  and  in- 
crease, we  shall  want  no  succor  you  are  able  to  afford  us.  We  therefore 
return  yon  all  serious  thanks  for  your  sincere  and  abandsnt  lore,  be- 
seecliing  the  Tiord  still  to  continue  and  increase  your  peace,  and  ability 
and  promptness  to  rellsTe  the  distressed  In  this  evil  d^y.  NsTertheless, 
upon  oar  serious  and  mature  deliberation  upon  and  oonsideraUon  of 
your  so  great  offer,  we  cannot  at  prraent  comply  with  a  motion  to  re- 
move and  quit  our  places,  and  leave  our  haliitatloiis  to  be  a  desolation,  and 
that  because  we  fear  we  should  In  so  doing  be  wanting  to  the  name  of  Ood 
and  the  interest  of  Glirist  In  this  place,  and  betray  much  diflldence  and 
cowsniice,  and  give  Uie  adversary  occasion  of  triumph  over  us,  to  the 
repmech  of  that  great  and  fearful  name  of  our  Ood  that  Is  called  on  us. 
Onr  sins  are  already  such  as  might  render  our  fHends  (did  they  know 
us)  afraid  to  enterUln  us,  and  what  can  we  expect  as  the  issue  of  such 
an  addition  thereunto,  but  that  the  hand  of  the  Lord  would  follow  us 
and  And  us  out  whithersoever  we  flee? 

**  Besides,  If  the  liord  have  any  pleasure  In  as,  and  will  so  far  fkvor  and 
honor  un,  we  Judge  we  may  here  be  more  serviceable  to  our  country 
than  elsewhere,  and  haxards  of  removal  (as  great  as  of  abiding  where 
we  are)  avoided;  and  who  can  tell  but  that  the  Lord  may  make  way  for 
onr  enjoyment  of  seed  time  and  harvest  here  by  prospering  our  forces 
which  are  coming  forth,  If  we  could  but  humble  ourselves  before  him  T 
And  If  the  liord  have  no  delight  at  all  in  us, but  will  for  oursins  (which 
were  bnt  Just)  make  his  dwelling  place  here  as  Shiloh,  we  are  in  Ills 
hands,  the  Lord  do  with  us  as  seemeth  good  in  His  sight.  Here  we 
have  sinned,  and  here  we  submit  ourselves  to  suffer,  except  the  Lord*s 
providence  and  order  or  advice  of  aathorlty  should  plaloly  determine 


to  aurKlTf*.    Ab  d  piMlfa  w 
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"Wiu.  U»By«" 


Soon  after  the  Bending  of  tbis  letter,  i«i  adinimblo 
In  ilB  spirit  of  gmtitude,  huiniUly,  courage,  uud 
cbeerful  coiilidence  in  God,  several  perxons  were 
killed  by  the  Indians  in  Taunton,  a  contemporary 
account  of  whicb-ia  given  in  a  letter  of  Oen.  Josiah 
Winalow  lo  Thomiis  Hinckley  and  John  Freeman. 
That  part  of  the  letter  which  refers  to  aRkira  inTuun' 
ton  and  vicinity  ia  aa  follows ; 

"QallLIHIH,— Uy  rwpecli.  fto.     Il  plHWlh  llx  I 


id  W)-BK 


IM^ 


town:  III!  I 
Tll»jm;,lh 
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hauiniDil  i»Ta;  Iwl  nut  >  nuu  (nw  Bellunl 

thiiD.    But  fuurlfwa  of  Di]r  biwh^  wsfdaui  iiMrcbvd  up  tu  Jo.  Uarq- 

to«'i;  bul,  btlHg  mibapplly  dluorind  bj  rfamn  Alao,  Ibvjr  tvi  iwrny, 

■  Bioulli ;  ind  did  jrvafbrdu^  Inflk  t«»  bundrtil  «r  Ibaoi,  m  Ui«y  Judjie, 

Henry  Andrews,  one  of  the  men  killed,  was  the 
■on  of  Henry  Andrews,  one  of  the  original  purdiaHen. 
James  Bell  wiu  in  the  Narraganaott  liglil,  and  waa 
carried  woundeil  to  Peleg  Sanford's  house  as  ulreudy 
stated.  Sergt.  (Jamea)  Phillips  was  the  son  of  Wil- 
liam Phillips,  also  one  of  the  lirst  pii  roll  oners.  Ucn. 
Peirce,  in  Lia  Indian  bistury  already  referred  lo,  page 
S4G,  BtateB  that  "  Edward  Bobit  ivus  sluiti  in  a  part 
of  Taunton,  now  Berkley,  and  the  spot  of  bis  inter- 
ment ia  still  pointed  out."  Ho  gives  the  tradition 
concerning  bim  substautially  us  follows:  that  he  had 
abandoned  bis  linme  at  "  the  farms,"  so  called,  in 
Berkley,  and  with  his  family  and  neighbors  had  taken 
refuge  in  a  garrlaoned  bouse  at  "  the  Green,"  in  Taun- 
ton. On  bis  return  from  a  visit  he  ventured  to  make 
to  bis  bonie,  he  was  puniued  by  an  Indian,  hid  him- 
self auiung  the  leafy  branches  of  a  tree,  was  betrayed 
by  the  barking  uf  his  dog,  when  his  pursuer  shot  at 
and  killed  him.  He  waa  buried  near  the  spot  where 
Le  full.  Gen.  Peirce  further  says  that  he  "visited 
the  grave  of  Edward  Babbett  June  17,  187S.     It  U 


not  far  from  the  Dighton  and  Berkley  Bri4lge,  anil  oi 
the  Berkley  sill 0  of  Taunton  River.  On  bU  grave- 
stone, after  considerable  labor  in  scraping  aff  utoM, 

I  was  able  to  decyplier 


The  Itev.  Dr.  Perex  Fobes,  in  a  topogrupbii-ul  biw- 
bory  of  Kaynbam,  published  in  1793,  in  vol.  iii.  uf 
the  Massachusetts  lliatorical  Society  ColloctioRa,  in 
giving  some  account  of  occurrences  in  Philip's  wnr, 
aays,  "  Deacon  Nathaniel  Williams  with  Kume  ulken 
were  at  work  in  tlie  field  when  one  of  tbe  number 
discovered  a  motion  of  tbe  bushes  nt  a  little  distance; 
lie  immediately  presented  his  gun  and  fired,  upon 
which  the  Indians  were  heard  to  cry  ( bcooth  !  anil  ran 
oir,  but  soon  after  one  of  tbe  Indians  was  found  dead 
near  Fowling  Pond.  Near  tbe  great  river  (Taunton 
River)  are  now  to  be  seen  the  graves  of  Henry  An- 
droB  and  Jumea  Pbillipa,  who  with  Jamea  Bell  and 
two  sons  were  killed  by  a  number  of  Indians  who 
lay  in  ambush.  Tbis  happened  in  tbe  place  called 
Squabette."  Mr.  Baylies,  writing  ia  1830,  aayo,  "Tbe 
graves  of  these  men  are  still  to  be  seen  near  the 
river."  The  place  ia  still  pointed  out,  althougli  there  is 
a  growth  of  white  birch  and  uiiderbrusli  which  covers 
the  locality.  It  is  about  half  a  mile  abovo  tlie  dan 
at  East  Taunton  on  tlie  Uuynbam  side,  near  the  cilge 
of  the  river.  The  writer  is  informed  by  Mr.  John 
Wales  Dean,  wlioae  father,  Junatlian  Dettu,  owned 
the  premises  in  1820,  that  lis  well  rememben  wlieu  a 
boy  seeing  tlie  two  graves,  wliiub  were  iiiarkud  Iqr 
rough  stones  at  the  head  and  fool  of  each.  V 

Dr,  Fobes  further  says,  "Uriah  Leonard"  (who  ^ 
was  a  sun  of  James  Leonard,  Sr.),  "  as  bo  wus  riding 
from  Taunton  lo  the  forge  in  this  place,  waa  iliscov- 
ered  and  fired  upon  by  tbe  Indians.  He  instantly 
plucked  ofThia  hat  and  swung  it  around,  which  started 
Ills  horse,  and  in  full  career  be  readied  ibe  I'ur^  dam 
ivitbout  a  wound;  but  several  bullets  were  nbut 
thruiLgb  tbe  bat  be  held  in  bis  band  and  through  the 
iieck  uf  Ibe  iiorae  near  tbe  mane,  from  wbicU  the 
blood  on  both  sides  gushed  and  ran  down  on  l>otli  bis 
legs." 

Hubbard,  in  iiis  "  History  of  the  Indian  War,"  in- 
forms us  that  on  June  iiU,  lG7(i,  tbe  Indians  killed 
Mr.  Hezekiali  Willett,  at  Swansea,  and  took  a  ucgni 
belonging  to  tbe  household  prisoner,  who,  afterwards 
escaping,  gave  information  of  an  intended  assault  by 
Philip  upon  Taunton,  Philip,  with  all  tbe  forces  be 
could  get  or  that  be  had  left,  having,  oa  was  conceived, 
many  hundreds  in  hia  company,  assaulted  Tuunton 
July  llth;  but  bis  design  being  discovered  by  this 
negro  they  provided  tbeniKelveswitb  soldiers,  whereby 
they  were  able  to  repulse  the  enemy  upon  tlie  first 
Approach,  so  as  he  only  fired  two  housed  and  tlicn 
fled  away.  Dr.  Increase  Mallier  gives  substautially 
tJie  same  account,  putliug  the  number  uf  Philip's  men 
at  about  two  hundred,  and  saying  Uiey  fied  alter  tbey 
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had  fired  two  houses,  but  not  an  English  life  was  \a&t 
in  this  engagement. 

The  name  of  this  negro,  who  thus  save<l  Taunton 
from  tturpriMc,  and  perhaps  destruction,  was  Jethro, 
as  we  find  from  the  action  of  the  Plymouth  Court  in 
reference  t^  him.  The  court  orderecl,  and  ngreed  with 
Mr.  John  Saffin,  administrator  of  Capt.  Willett's  es- 
tate, that  the  negro  should  serve  two  years  longer  in 
the  family  of  Capt  Willett,  and  should  then  he  set 
at  liberty,  provided  that  during  said  term  he  should 
be  furnished  with  meat,  drink,  and  apparel  fitting  for 
one  in  his  degree,  and  at  the  end  of  his  service  that 
he  go  forth  competently  provided  for  in  reference  to 
apparel.  Not  very  liberal  treatment  for  one  who  had 
done  such  service. 

The  war  with  Philip  was  now  drawing  near  its 
close.  On  theOth  of  August  an  Indian  deserted  from 
the  camp  of  Weetamoe,  the  widow  of  Philip's  brother 
Alexander,  and  came  to  Taunton,  where  he  offered  to 
conduct  a  party  to  her  hiding-place,  representing  that 
her  numbers  wore  few  and  might  be  easily  taken. 
Twenty  men  started  out  and,  surprising  them,  cap- 
ture<l  the  whole,  twenty-six  in  number.  But  Wee- 
tamoe escaped  upon  a  raft.  She  did  not  succeed  in 
reaching  the  opposite  shore,  however,  but  was  prob- 
ably drownctl,  her  dead  bo<Iy  being  found  not  long 
afYrr  upon  the  shore  at  MattnpoiHctt,  now  called  Oard- 
ncr's  Neck,  in  Swansea,  near  the  place  where  she 
Imd  conceahHl  herself,  ami  where  her  followers  were 
taken.  Her  head  wiis  severed  from  her  body,  carried 
to  Tnunton  and  set  upon  a  pole,  where  the  sad  and 
barbarous  spectat^le  caused  great  lamentations  among 
the  Intlian  prisoners,  her  former  subjects.  Weeta- 
moe was  drawn  into  the  war  unwillingly  through  the 
influonco  of  Philip,  and  her  melancholy  fate  must 
always  excite  <iur  pity.  A  few  days  after  this,  viz., 
on  August  12ili,  Philip  himself  was  surprised  and 
slain  in  a  swamp  near  Mount  Hope.  On  August 
2^l}i,  Annawan,  Philip's  chief  captain,  who  escape<l 
from  the  swamp  at  Mount  Hope  with  some  fifty  or 
sixty  followers,  was  captured  by  Capt.  Church  in  Ue- 
hoboth,  at  a  place  ever  since  called  Annawan's  Rock. 
Church  toi»k  his  prisoners  including  Annawan  to 
Taunton,  where  his  unexpected  success  caused  great 
rejoicing.  The  prisoners,  except  Annawan,  were 
sent  under  guard  to  Plymouth,  Church  taking  the 
chief  to  his  home  on  Uhode  Island,  an<l  afterwards 
pnu'coding  with  him  to  Plymouth.  All  the  efforts  of 
Church  to'  save  the  life  of  the  venerable  chief  were 
unavailing,  and  by  order  of  the  authorities  he  was 
beheaded.  The  death  of  Annawan  practically  ended 
the  liulian  war.  There  were  occasional  skirmishes 
with  scouting  parties,  and  Indian  prisoners  continued 
for  a  time  to  be  taken  in  small  numbers,  but  the 
power  of  the  native  tribes  was  completely  broken. 

As  has  been  stated,  Taunton  snirered  less  than 
most  of  the  tf»wns  in  this  part  of  the  colony.  One 
reason  given  for  this  exemption  is  that  Philip  was  on 
friendly  terms  with  some  of  the  inhabitants,  especi- 


ally with  the  Leonard  family,  who  were  principal 
owners  in  the  iron- works,  and  who  had  accommo- 
dated him  by  repairing  his  guns  and  mending  his 
tools.  It  was  said  that  he  had  given  orders  that  none 
of  that  family  should  be  molestefl,  and  that  Taunton 
and  Hridgewater  should  be  spared  until  the  other 
towns  were  destroyed.  Philip  made  the  Fowling 
Pond  a  place  of  frequent  resort  in  the  summer  for  the 
purpose  of  hunting.  He  had  a  house  on  the  northerly 
side  of  the  pond,  which  was  called  Philip's  hunting- 
house.  The  winters  he  mostly  spent  at  his  seat  at 
Mount  Hope.  It  is  not  improbable  that  his  ac- 
quaintance with  some  of  the  Taunton  people,  and 
kindnesses  received  from  them,  influenced  him  in 
the  early  part  of  the  war  to  preserve  the  town  so  far 
as  he  could  from  attack. 

Dr.  Increase  Mather,  in  a  list  which  he  gives  of 
the  numbers  killed  in  the  various  towns  during  the 
Indian  war,  says  "  fifteen  persons  slain  by  the  In- 
dians at  Taunton, — eleven  men,  two  maids,  and  two 
youths,  besides  a  man  slain  in  the  fight. with  Capt. 
Beers, — some  in  the  year  1676  and  some  1676."  Dr. 
Fobes,  in  his  history,  already  referred  to,  says  that 
two  young  women  slain  in  King  Philip's  war  were 
buried  under  the  doorstep  of  the  ancient  Leonard 
house,  built  some  years  before  that  war,  and  which 
was  standing  at  the  time  he  wrote,  and  within  the 
recollection  of  persons  now  living.  He  also  mentions 
the  tradition  that  the  head  of  King  Philip  was  for  a 
time  deposited  in  the  cellar  of  the  house.  The  latter 
statement  or  tradition  is  probably  without  founda- 
tion, as  the  head  of  Philip  was  carried  to  Ply- 
mouth. 

The  war  had  been  a  very  costly  one  to  the  colonies, 
especially  Plymouth,  both  in  the  loss  of  lives  and 
pro))erty.  The  government  was  poor  and  weak,  and 
had  to  depend  u|>on  the  readiness  and  patriotism  of 
the  towns  in  times  of  emergency.  It  was  ordered  in 
June,  1G7G,  that  each  town  should  make  a  rate  to 
pay  all  their  soldiers  and  officers  which  have  been 
out  on  their  country's  service  from  first  to  last  their 
full  due,  and  that  an  account  of  their  particular  dis- 
bursements be  sent  in  to  the  July  court,  that  so  there 
might  be  a  right  proportioning  of  the  whole  charge 
upon  the  several  towns.  It  was  also  ordered  that 
each  town  should  send  one  man  to  meet,  July  1st, 
with  the  magistrates  and  adjust  their  accounts  re- 
specting the  charges  of  the  war.  Accounts  of  dis- 
bursements were  accordingly  sent  in,  amounting  for 
all  the  towns  to  £3G92  1G«.  2d  Taunton's  disburse- 
ment was  £327  15«.  6(L 

A  contribution  was  made  by  divers  Christians  in 
Ireland,  supposed  to  have  been  procured  through  the 
efforts  of  Rev.  Nathaniel  Mather,  a  Congregational 
minister  at  that  time  residing  in  Dublin,  for  the  re- 
lief of  such  as  were  impoverished  in  the  Indian  war,  of 
which  Plymouth  Colony's  part  was  £124  lOrf.  Com- 
mittees were  appointed  in  each  town  to  distribute  the 
fund.     William   Harvey,  James  Walker,  and  John 
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Ridimontl  were  tlie  cammiUce  for  TuuiiUm,  wliuuc 
bhare  waa  ten  [lourxls. 

In  1G77  the  conquered  louiia  of  Showamctl  alid 
Aasuuet  were  ordered  to  bii  Boid,  anJ  tlie  proceed* 
divided  among  the  towna  to  make  u|i  tlieir  disUune- 
mentd  in  tlie  war.  In  16S0  the  Mount  Hope  lands 
were  sold  tn  John  Walley,  Esq.,  Col.  Nathaniel  Bytt- 
fielU,  Stcplieii  Burton,  K«q.,  and  Nulhaiiicl  Oliver,  of 
Boston,  who  immcdjalelj  proceeds  t4)  establltih  ■ 
Betttement  there,  wliidi  was  iiicnrpomt«d  the  sumo 
year  on  the  town  of  Briiitol.  The  proceeds  of  these 
landM  were  applied  to  the  same  ]iur|HU)c.  A  commit' 
tee  of  twelve  was  appointed  by  the  Ovueral  Court  tu 
hear  and  determine  all  uluiins  agHinst  the  uuloiiy  by 
individualH  and  the  towns  concerning  tttu  war.  Tnuit- 
Um  was  represented  on  the  couiniittcu  liy  Willium 
H.r..,. 

A  warrant  was  sent  by  tlie  court,  June,  IA78,  to  tlia 
voiiatnbles  of  Taunton,  requirini;  tliein  tu  warn  the 
towti  to  come  together  tu  tnakc  a  rate  for  the  pny- 
■Dent  of  some  cliargca  incurred  during  the  war  with 
the  Indians,  viz. :  for  billeting  Capt.  Freeman  and 
his  men  and  horses,  for  billeting  some  wen  left  iu  tlio 
town  by  Mr.  Saberey,  and  some  of  the  town  soldiers 
»rter  they  were  prcHsed,  likewise  to  pay  for  beef  that 
vas  disposed  of  wbcu  Capt.  Freeman  was  there, 
either  by  Oapt.  Freeman  or  any  of  the  selectmen,  for 
the  relief  of  some  of  the  poor  who  were  in  entrctnity, 
and  also  to  pay  for  carrying  Jane  HaUoway  to  Plym- 
outh. "The  court,  baving  taken  these  things  into 
consideration,  doth  see  good  reasiia  to  place  the  chariie 
of  these  furemenlioned  particulars  on  your  town; 
therefore  fail  not  in  any  of  the  particulars." 

In  March,  1(179-80,  the  court  ordered  fonr  pounds 
tn  be  paid  by  the  treasuriT  to  William  Hoskins,  of 
Taunton,  who  was  in  the  Narragansett  fight,  "in  re- 
gard of  his  low  condition,  he  iiaving  loHt  all  he  had 
in  the  late  war,  and  being  grown  old  an<l  unable  to 

III  Jnly,lG8I,  JBrudTalhult,ofTaiuiLon,}iclitioncd 
the  court  in  reference  to  moneyH  claimed  Iu  be  due 
him,  which  was  in  the  hands  of  William  Harvey, 
James  Walker,  Sr.,  and  Willinm  Wctliercll,  a  com- 
mittee that  had  the  ordering  and  dispoeing  of  the 
charges  reagiecting  the  late  war.  The  court  ordereil 
Mr.  Browne  and  Mr.  Smith,  assixUints,  to  call  the 
committee  to  account  of  what  they  received  and  huw 
it  was  disposed,  and  if  they  found  their  accuunlH  not 
to  be  juHt  to  cause  them  to  appear  and  answer  at  the 
nest  court. 

Mr.  James  Walker,  of  Taunton,  was  appointed  one 
of  the  Council  of  War  again  in  1661. 

The  court  and  the  Council  of  War,  with  all  their 
urgency  and  strietnexs  in  managing  military  afi'airs, 
could  be  lenient  upon  occasion.  In  October,  1G84, 
it  is  recorded,  "The  Council  of  War  see  cause  to  free 
8ainucl  Hall,  of  Taunton,  from  training,  ho  being 
tiard  of  hearing,  and  having  three  soiih  of  age  and 
able  to  bear  arms,  whom  he  engageth  they  shall  be 
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rejidy,  If  life  and  h«ulth.  lo  lusne  lUa  cniiuUy  upon 
any  such  occuiuu,  and  Nicholas  Whito,  Jr.,  If  hmf- 
tenant  Mar.yo  nnd  Enslgne  I.oonard,  of  Tuutiton, 
ahall  see  cnuso." 

Upon  tlie  division  of  the  ctduuy  into  tlirea  cuua> 
ties  in  IGSfi,  a  major  wan  clinmn  for  eucli  county  •> 
follows :  Fur  I'lyinouth,  Maj.  Wm.  Brndfurd ;  for  Ilri» 
tid,  t^apt.  John  Wulluj  ;  fur  BaniBiAhle,  Cagit.  Jolut 
Freeman.  Oapt.  Walley  was  one  of  llie  firiticii 
[iruprietorH  and  early  settlers  in  tlie  lawn  of  Bri 
which  was  incorporated  in  108(1,  and  was  made 
iihiro  town  nf  Bristol  (Jounty. 

8oou  afl«r  lliu  uvtHMuioa  of  William  and  Mury  U> 
the  throne  of  England  in  IGdD,  the  war  knuwu  as 
King  William'a  war  cAiiinicuce>l  betwwii  Eiiebuid 
aud  France.  It  axunded  tu  their  Aiuerican  uulatdet. 
The  Indlaiui  and  Kri-iivh  atuivkcd  the  JwuUe  and  uu- 
lirotvcled  suttluinouts  U)Kjn  the  coast  ol'  Maiue,  aud 
|iiirliitlly  dimtniyml  l)uvur,  iu  Nt'W  ]Iuiii)i«l)ira.  A 
|iiirty  of  thrue  hundrml  French  nud  ludiHiis  wvnm'uI 
by  Oovcrnor  Frunteniu;  I'roin  tluutreul  tu  deslrwy 
Albany.  Through  doep  snows  iu  tlic  uwiiith  of  F«b- 
fuary  they  made  their  way  as  fur  as  Jjcliuiicctad;, 
which  they  alLicke*!  at  midnight,  burned  Uiu  dwell- 
ings, and  murdered  more  timn  sixty  ur  iho  in 

Tlie  colonics  were  dcejdy  alarmed.  A  general 
vention  was  held  in  Boston  tu  consider  ni«asurui 
defense.  Cupl.  Church  was  prcvwikd  ufHin  to  take 
command  of  an  espedition  composed  of  Ktiglisli  and 
Indians,  and  voiuiileons  were  culled  for.  Tim  mili- 
tary uSieerij  of  cacli  town  were  ordered  Ut  udu  tlutir 
endeavors  to  encourage  English  and  tudtain  tu  a 
voluntary  going  out  in  the  ex)iedilion.  The  depu- 
ties and  selectmen  weJ'u  alxo  ordered,  in  such  way  as 
might  seem  to  thcin  most  auitiible,  Ut  u^e  tlieir  iutcrcit 
with  the  inhabitanta  nf  the  several  towns  tu  lend  fur 
tlie  colonies'  use  bo  much  money  as  itiey  should  be 
willing  lo,  and  not  to  be  leas  than  a  certain  projair- 
tiiin.  The  iimounl  expected  of  Taunton  wna  six 
liounds  in  imiiiey,  four  men,  nud  four  urms.  l-kch 
soldier  was  to  bo  "provided  with  a  well-fixt  gun, 
sword,  or  luitchct,  a  home  or  carlo uch- box,  suitable 
uni munition,  and  a  snji]iiHiuk."  If  a  Millicienl  iiuia- 
tier  failed  to  volunteer  the  delicicucy  was  tu  ita  uuule 
up  by  pretis  in  (be  dcliiniuent  towns.  Any  gicrMii 
tieing  pressed  and  refusing  to  go  upon  the  wtrrlet 
tvtis  to  be  Ancd  four  pounds,  or  otherwise  Iu  be  ouin- 
tiiitted  to  prison  hy  authority  of  the  Town  Ouuncit. 

A  levy  was  made  iu  October,  1(>89,  apou  tlic  Iuwim 
towanis  the  charges  of  the  war.  The  amount  levied 
upon  Taunton  was  sixty  punnds.  It  waa  tu  be  |>aid 
one-third  in  money,  one-third  in  grain, — Indian  corn 
at  two  shillings  per  bushel,  rye  two  aliillings  and  six- 
pence, barley  two  shilling!!,  wheat  four  shillings, — Uie 
other  third  in  beef  at  ten  shillings  per  hundred  anil 
{Hirk  at  two  pence  per  pound. 

In  December  ii  committee  was  clioseo  for  each 
county  to  settle  the  diargea  and  disbursoajeii;*  ottii* 
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war,  and  to  ndjiiHt  tlie  accounts  of  all  ofliccrs  and 
soldiers  engagc<l  therein.  The  committee  for  Bristol 
County  was  composed  of  Mr.  John  Saffin,  Capt. 
Thomas  Leonard,  and  Mr.  Joseph  Church. 

In  May  following  another  call  was  made  for  sixty 
men ,  to  be  sent  by  water  to  Albany  or  elsewhere,  to 
joiu  with  the  forces  of  New  York,  Massachusetts,  or 
Connecticut,  etc.,  for  the  defense  of  said  places,  or 
other  service  of  their  majesties'  against  the  common 
enemv.  Taunton  was  to  raise  five  men.  In  June 
tlic(«onor:il  ('ourt  rowilvcd  to  rai>c  tw<i  hundred  men, 
onc^«pinrtor  of  them  Indians,  for  the  expedition  to 
Canada.  Hristcd  County  was  to  furnish  fiflty-onc  men 
and  eighteen  arms, — Taunton  fourteen  men  and  four 
arms,  a  larger  number  than  any  other  town  in  the 
ctiuntv. 

In  Noveml)er  a  rate  of  £135()  was  laid  u|>on  the 
towns  in  the  colony  for  the  payment  of  soldiers' 
wages  and  for  other  charges,  the  amount  to  be  paid 
by  Taunt4>n  being  .£1(K)  lOx.  Of/.  This  rate  was  doubled 
in  December.  Committees  were  appointe<l  for  the 
counties,  and  also  a  general  committee  for  the  whole 
colony,  to  receive  and  prepare  the  accounts  of  all  per- 
sons to  whom  the  colony  was  indebted,  and  to  adjust 
the  accounts  of  the  soldiers.  Capt.  Thomas  Leonard, 
of  Taunton,  was  a  member  of  the  committee  for  Rris- 
t(»l  (^)unty,  and  also  of  the  committ<'e  for  the  whole 
coK»nv. 

A  controversy, causing  much  lcK*al  excitement,  arose 
ill  IGiH)  concerning  the  military  company  of  Taunton. 
It  had  its  origin  in  an  order  of  the  General  Court, 
passed  Dec.  25,  1G89,  which  was  as  follows: 

"Ordoreil,  timt  tlio  town  (if  Taunton  Imre  liberty  folic  two com]Mnic«, 
and  choose  ofllcen  nccordinglj.provldiHl  they  ran  agree  todiriile  hy  the 
f;round ;  ofherwiw*  that  they  forthwith  come  to  an  onlerly  choice  for  a 
«>a|>tnin  and  other  «tfn(-er%  If  needed,  and  make  a  return  of  their  choice 
to  the  mn|or  of  the  regiment  that  he  may,  by  the  firat  opportunity,  get 
them  nllnwed  and  commlMionated/* 

In  obedience  to  a  warrant  issueil  by  Maj.  Walley, 
under  autlH»rity  of  the  foregoing  onler,  an  election 
was  lirld  March  31,  1000,  the  result  of  which  was 
commiinicnted  to  the  major  by  the  following 

Cerl{ficifU  of  KUetum. 

••We,  the  Inbaliitanta  and  military  company  of  Taunton,  boing  re- 
qniretl,  hr  a  warrant  from  our  honored  Mivjor  Walley.  to  meet  together 
the  :il»t  day  of  Man  h,  IIW),  either  to  dirlde  by  ground,  or  to  come  to  an 
orderly  choice ;  and,  u|ion  dlaagreement  of  tha  ancient  Inhabitants  and 
the  major  part  <»f  the  military  conifiany  al»oul  dirision  by  the  groumi, 
we  theref.ire  f»rocee<Ird  to  an  onlerly  and  legal  choice  of  captain,  lieu- 
tenant, and  eoMign,  noconling  to  an  act  of  the  General  Court,  holden,  in 
their  nii\ieatlra'  namea,  at  Plymouth,  the  2.'»th  day  of  December,  1G80; 
na  folhiwoth :    - 

"  Klrnt  for  cnplnin  : — 

*'Tli«»mn«  l^ronanl 88  Tote*. 

"«;oorge  Macpy 3  rotes. 

"Secondly,  for  lieutenant : — 

*' Jamra  fjeonard,  Jun ^ 08  votea. 

"  Henry  Hodges „ 3  Totes. 

"John  Hall.  Sen ..  4  Totes. 

•*<^eorgf>  Macey 1  rote. 

"Tlilrdly,  for  ensign: — 

iienry  J loii gee. •.••••••••.•••.•,,, ^  ^«..... •.>•*. ...>.....•••  To  Tofes. 

jonn  iiaii,  9en«...>i ••.»«•••...,,  ^,............«...t....i.     I  Tote. 

".lames  I^eonant.Jnn... * „ I  Tote. 


"  Ami  l>eing  deaire«l  by  the  ancient  Inhabitants  of  this  town,  and  like- 
wise by  the  military  company,  to  take  an  aoooant  of  the  Totea  and  their 
orderly  proceedings  therein,  and  we  both  l«elng  personally  present,  did 
take  an  account  In  reference  to  the  Totes  aboTe  mentioned,  that  they 
were  orderly  anfl  ^egal ;  and  to  maka  retnm  hereof  to  onr  honored 
mivjor  on  their  behalf,  which  was  also  their  desire;  which  the  aboTesaid 
Is  the  return  by  us. 

■*  SnAORAOH  WlLBOKK, 

**  Tnm  Clerk  «f  IViimloii. 
"Robert  CRoesMAN,  Juh., 
"  CUrk  of  Ik4  MOUarf  OampoMif  cf  TwaOtm, 
**  Taunton,  the  :ilst  of  March,  IGOO.** 

April  2d,  only  two  days  aft^r  this  election,  the 
Council  of  War,  at  a  meeting  held  at  Plymouth,  took 
action  as  follows: 

"  In  order  to  a  present  settlement  of  the  militia  of 
the  town  of  Taunton,  and  for  composing  the  uncom- 
fortiible  differences  that  have  been  and  yet  continue 
there,  in  respect  to  their  chief  military  officers  it  is 
ordered  by  this  Council,  that  Mr.  George  Macey  is 
approved,  allowed  to  be,  and  sustain,  the  office  of  a 
captain  in  said  town,  and  such  soldiers  of  said  town 
as  desire  the  same  forthwith  to  list  themselves  under 
his  command  and  be  obedient  to  him  as  their  captain. 

"  Mr.  Thomas  Leonard  is  likewise  approved  of  per 
this  Council,  and  allowed  to  be  and  sustain  the  office 
of  a  captain  in  said  town,  and  such  soldiers  as  desire 
the  same  forthwith  to  list  themselves  under  his  com- 
mand and  be  obedient  to  liim  as  their  captain. 

"  And  every  of  the  soldiers  of  said  town  or  place 
are  hereby  ordered  and  required  forthwith  to  list 
themselves  under  the  command  of  one  of  said  cap- 
tains; and  being  listed  as  aforesaid,  the  said  company, 
with  such  of  the  aged  inhabitants  or  others  of  said 
town,  who  by  law  are  allowed  to  choose  officers,  are 
hereby  allowed  and  have  liberty  to  choose  officers 
under  their  said  captains  in  their  respective  compa- 
nies, and  so  to  continue  until  the  General  Court  or 
Council  of  War  shall  otherwise  order,  and  that  colors, 
drums,  and  halberts  for  each  company  be  provided 
and  paid  for  by  all  the  ratable  inhabitants  of  said 
town. 

''  And  the  Council  advise  the  safd  captains  not  to 
call  both  companies  together  for  ordinary  trainings 
on  one  day,  but  to  appoint  their  days  of  training  at 
distinct  times  or  days." 

It  is  obvious  from  the  cautionary  advice  given  in 
the  last  sentence  of  the  orders  that  there  were  two 
parties  formed,  and  trouble  was  anticipated  between 
them.  These  orders  of  the  Council  of  War,  so  incon- 
sistent with  the  orders  of  the  General  Court,  threat- 
ened to  produce  great  disturbance,  and  called  forth 
the  following  plain  and  spicy  letter  from  the  authori- 
ties of  the  town  to  the  Governor: 

"Taunton,  April  7, 1600. 
**  To  Ute  UoHomhte  Mr.  Tkomtu  Uinekleg^  Governor  of  tkeir  Majeatiee'  Col- 

ong  of  Se*9  Ptjfmonth : 

"  lloNORRP  Sta, — ft  Im  our  great  Joy  that  God  has  continued  yon 
among  us,  hitherto  to  lie  the  stay  and  staff  of  church  and  state.  We 
ble«M  God,  that  has  restored  our  Judges  as  at  the  first,  snd  our  counselors 
as  at  the  beginning ;  our  rulers  from  among  onrselrea,  who  haTe  a  iia- 
temal  afTectlon  to  us, and  wish  onr  welfare,  and  to  whom  we  may  f^rely 
speak  onr  thoughts  without  such  danger  as  liaretofbra  wa  stood  In ;  yet 
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TIiH  tnailile  muuiuud  an  iiiuvli  iiii|i'irtiiiiL-a  lliut  ou 
tlio  Itilli  of  Aiiril,  Muj.  Wiillcy  nroU,  to  tlic  Govuniar 
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Tlio  origiiiulH  of  these  ilouuniciita  ure  niuiiil  in  the 
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Itoatoii  Public  l^ibrary.  Tliey  were  ptiblisbeil  in 
tlie  collections  ol'  the  Maasaclitisctls  Historical  So- 
ciety, fuurlh  series,  vol.  v.  ; 
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w#r«  to  proct»o«l  to  cImiIc**,  •n«l  wer«  pronilwd  Iho  ninjor  vote  ahonhl  be 
iirrf>|i(iil.  Now,  o«»iitrnrjr  lo  onlrr,  to  ro  nltoul  to  plennc  n  minor  pnrt, 
l€M  liy  fur,  lioth  In  wHkIiI  niiil  tiniiil»or;  %  plfuisins  of  n  |mrty  that  » 
RTMit  nwny  of  them,  I  urn  afrnltl,  will  Ik»  tuigry  with  their  mlniMer  ere 
loHR,  nnd  rriMlj  to  oppose  nil  tlmt  ilolh  not  pleaao  them.  lUd  yoti  at- 
tenrlod  onler  Bnrely  It  hnd  lH»on  the  iaffel  wny.  Yon  li«ve  given  gnth  a 
prece«lont  im  never  wm  In  N.  K.,  and  other  ti»wnt  nre  a-pIeHtling  for  the 
benefit  of  It ;  and  we  »«hall  want  not  only  two,  l»nt  ten  raptnlnn  In  a  town. 
But,  ulr,  Ihouph  I  write  this  lo  yon,  yet  Intend  It  chiefly  for  th«  gentle- 
men thnt  promoted  the  sending  of  twocomniimions.  1  imve  them  yel  both 
by  nie,  and  at  preaunt  shall  forlmar  sonding  oHhor  of  them.  To  send  Cni>- 
tnin  l^oianl,  I  hnd  almost  nald,  an  lllfgal  commission,  I  am  not  willing, 
»nd,  If  he  be  wise  (If  I  slionhl),  he  would  not  nrcnpt  It  Mncey's  parly, 
by  virtnp  uf  iho  onlrr  of  (^oinril,  iir<«  dnily  linting  wddiorx,  nnd  take  nil 
it|t|ior|unilir4  to  whri-dlc  in  nil  tlio  youngsliM-s  Ihey  ran.  The  othor 
|wrty  li»«ik  M|K»n  pnM*iMillngs  n»»f  t<i  liopr»»|»rr,  and  so  lie  still.  Thoy  nre 
grown  lo  Hint  pnfs,  thnt  I  drwpnir  of  niiy  snrrosM  of  giving  thrm  a  meet- 
ing; ami  th»»ro  Is  iwthing  will  tend  to  i>ence,  but  for  some  (Mr.  (!ottitn, 
Jkr.)  that  havn  nn  Interest  In  Mnrey  lo  persundn  him,  for  the  penco  of 
Iho  town,  to  lay  d«»wn,  uhlrli  f  Ih-IIovo  ho  ulll  hnnlly  1m*  |M*n(Mnded  to. 
1  noild  rnlnrgp,  bot  I  mnM  forlM«nr.  My  tlmnRhls  are  b»  krcp  thr  rom- 
nilsiiliins,  nnd  nrqnnlnt  thorn  from  yiMii^cirntid  tiilirrs  of  Iho  Council.  I 
nni  ndvlMMl  so  to  do  until  fniiher  onlcr,  nnd,  in  Iho  mean  time,  to  re- 
quire him  as  llentrnnnt,  nnd  Mr.  Leonnrd  as  ensign,  by  virtue  of  former 
onler, nnd  until  furlherordor  to  tttkocn re,  with  the  r*wt of  IheTownConn- 
cll,  to  meet  nud  order  watrhlng,  wnnllng,  nnd  scouting  ns  they  Judge 
needful.  Swnnsoy  hnve  hnd  nnolher  choice:  chose  Brooks,  cnptnin; 
James  Cole,  lieutenant ;  nnd  lUibert  Snnford,  ensign,  which  have  moval 
each  according  to  the  rules  of  discipline,  and  the  choice,  as  things  are 
circumstanced,  most  likely  for  i>ence.  Hut  Ode  and  his  |»arty  are  dis- 
contented; they  are  the  least  |Nirt  and  least  considomble.  Out  they 
will  want  Taunton  llln-rty,  If  that  may  go  lor  a  prcctHlent." 

In  order,  if  possible,  to  terminate  the  whole  dilli- 
cuUy,  tlie  General  Conrt  at  their  meeting  May  20, 
l(ilH),  pasHed  the  foUowiiiK: 

"  Whorrns,  There  hnve  l>ren  and  nre  several  uncomfortable  differences 
In  the  biwn  of  Tnuuton  n'M|M<cling  their  military  c(un|»nuy,  especinlly 
relnling  to  the  ofllcerB  thereof,  nnd  several  wnys  hnve  lieeu  pmiioundod 
and  trb'd  for  the  r  coucillngnnd  healing  thereof,  all  which  have  prove»l 
Ineffectual  to  nccompllnh  the  snme,  and  there  having  lieen  teveml 
choices  of  officers  among  them,  agninst  ail  of  which  there  have  been 
objections  made  ns  to  Iho  legality  thereof,  it  is  therefore  ordered  by  this 
Court  nnd  (he  authority  (hereof  that  the  sobliers  and  inhabi(ant<  of  the 
town  of  Taunton  meet  on  the  2  day  of  June  next,  at  ten  of  the  clock, 
the  soldiers  cttnipleto  iu  their  arms,  and  that  they  make  a  choice  of 
tnililnry  finicei-s  ncc<»rdlng  to  law,  nnd  that  their  choice  be  returned  to 
the  next  (leueml  Court,  and  that  the  wlnde  conipnuy  be  under  Iho  com- 
ninnd  of  Meut.  Mncey  nm  chief,  end  Rnsigu  Iie<»nanl  under  the  major  In 
the  menu  time;  and  Mr.  Smith  nnd  Btnjor  Wnlley,  one  or  both,  nro  de- 
icire<|  to  be  (hero  to  see  a  fnir  choice.  And  this  notwtthslnnding  any 
former  act  of  (he  (lenornl  Court,  or  order  of  the  Council  of  War." 

N«)thing  further  of  interest  appears  in  the  Plymouth 
Colony  records  touching  the  military  affairs  of  Taun- 
ton, in  1001,  Plymouth  Colony  was  united  with 
l^Inssachusetts  under  the  province  charter.  The  mil- 
itary history  of  the  town  beyond  this  period  will  be 
treated  by  other  hands. 


CHAPTER    LXI. 

TAUNTON.*— (r/oMliMtierf.) 

A  MONO  the  earliest  matters  that  received  attention 
by  the  General  Court,  when  new  settlements  began 
to  be  made  beyond  the  limits  of  Plymouth,  was  that 

I  nj  Jamet  lUnry  l>eiin. 


of  regulating  the  receiving  in  of  persons  to  such 
plantations  or  neighborhoods  and  the  disposing  of 
lands  to  them.  A  form  of  deputation  or  committee- 
ship wns  adopted  for  the  government  of  such  as  in  any 
of  the  new  plantations  might  be  intrusted  with  this 
duty.  They  were  to  receive  in  such  persons  as  might 
be  fit  to  live  together  in  the  fear  of  God  and  obedience 
to  the  king,  in  peace  and  love  as  becometh  Christian 
people,  and  they  were  to  dispose  of  such  equal  and  fit 
portions  of  land  unto  them  as  the  several  estates, 
ranks,  and  qualities  of  such  persons  as  the  Almighty 
in  His  providence  should  send  in  among  them  should 
require. 

It  seems  that  a  committee  for  this  purpose  had  been 
aiithorizful  in  Taunton,  for  in  June,  1641,  the  General 
Court  passed  the  following  : 

"Whereas,  Ihoao  aeven  first  freemen,  men  of  Taunton,  that  have  nn- 
dorgone  great  travel  and  charges  abont  the  attending  of  the  courts, 
laying  out  of  lands,  nnd  other  occaalona  for  the  town,  It  la  thought  meet 
by  the  government  that  therefore  Uiey  have  a  proportion  of  land  In  some 
convenient  place  lying  togeUier  assigned  thoni,so  that  It  exceed  not  the 
qnanllty  of  forty  acres  apiece,  licsldea  the  other  proportions  of  lands  In 
other  places  as  other  of  the  Inhabltanta  of  the  said  town  of  Taunton 
have,  when  the  said  lands  shall  come  to  be  divided  hereafter." 

A  reference  is  made  to  a  previous  book  for  their 
names,  upon  turning  to  which  we  find  they  were  Wil- 
liam Pool,  John  Gilliert,  Sr.,  Henry  Andrews,  John 
Strong,  John  Dean,  Walter  Dean,  and  Edward  Case. 
These  are  the  same  mentioned  in  the  list  of  1087  as 
freemen  of  Cohannett,  and  who  are  again  named  as 
admitted  and  sworn  in  December,  1638.  They  were 
the  only  freemen  in  Taunton  until  1641,  when  Wil- 
liam Parker  and  John  Parker  were  admitted.  The 
public  offices  were  filled  by  {hem  until  that  year. 
John  Strong  was  appointed  the  first  constable  in 
1638,  and  was  appointed  again  in  1639.  William 
Pool  was  appointed  the  chief  military  officer  of  the 
town,  with  the  title  of  captain,  in  1639,  and  seems  to 
have  retained  the  position  for  many  years.  William 
Pool,  John  Gilbert,  and  Henry  Andrews  were  chosen 
the  first  deputies  to  the  General  Court  in  1639,  and  in 
1640  Edward  Case  and  Walter  Dean  were  the  depu- 
ties, and  John  Dean  was  constable.  As  the  number 
admitted  to  the  privileges  of  freemen  increased  in  the 
town,  the  public  offices  were  shared  among  them. 
But  these  first  seven,  so  long  as  they  lived  and  re- 
mained here,  were  prominent  in  all  town  and  public 
affairs,  and  for  a  large  part  of  the  time  held  some  im- 
portant office.  They  gave  character  and  direction  to 
the  young  settlement,  and  to  them,  if  to  any  more 
than  to  all  the  first  purchasers,  belongs  the  honorable 
title  of  fathers  of  the  town. 

The  rights  and  duties  of  freemen  were  so  important, 
and  so  nearly  affected  the  management  of  all  town  as 
well  as  the  more  public  affairs  of  the  colony,  that  it 
may  not  be  out  of  place  to  give  here  the  laws  regu- 
lating their  admission  and  prescribing  those  rights 
and  duties.  Church  membership  does  not  seem  to 
have  been  made  a  condition  of  admission,  as  was  the 
case  in  the  Mas-sachusetts  Colony,  although,  as  a  mat- 
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ter  of  practice,  it  probably  Hmountcil  to  very  nearly 
that.  la  1666  it  wan  ordered  that  "  hureaflor  huuIi  a> 
are  udmitteil  to  tie  rrcemeii,  tlie  deputies  of  audi 
towaa  where  audi  persuns  live  sliull  propuuiid  lliem 
to  tlie  court,  being  auuli  oa  have  licen  also  approved 
by  the  freemen  io  tliattown  where mich  persotm  live;" 
and  in  1657  it  was  ordered  tliat  "  ujioii  aaliafyfng  leu' 
tiiiiony  given  from  the  frpomen  of  tlieir  town  by  their 
deputies,  Buuh  to  be  forthwith  received  without  any 
further  delay  at  the  same  court  where  such  testimony 
is  given."  Bat  in  1G5S  thia  rule  seonia  to  have  bocu 
thought  too  broad,  iind  it  wax  ordered  that  "  all  auch 
as  shall  be  admitted  freemen  ehull  Btaml  one  wliolo 
year  propounde<l  to  the  court,  viit.,  to  bo  propounded 
at  one  June  court,  and  to  stand  bo  propounded  until 
the  June  court  following,  and  then  to  Ira  admitted  if 
the  court  shall  not  see  cause  to  the  contrury." 

By  a.  law  of  1674  lisla  of  the  freemen  in  euch  town 
were  to  be  Lcpt  upon  the  town  record,  and  no  man's 
name  was  to  be  brought  inUi  the  court  to  be  pro- 
pounded unless  he  liiid  had  the  approbation  of  the 
major  part  of  the  freemen  at  home,  which  was  to  be 
signified  to  the  court  under  the  town  clerk's  hand  by 
the  deputies. 

In  1652  it  WHS  enacted  "  that  no  Quaker  rantor  or 
any  such  corrupt  person  shall  be  admitted  to  be  a 
freeman  of  this  corporation. 


■  oriliaipwduidwl 


>(il|>  Bt  Gud.  ur 
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loH  Ihofr  ttfium  vt  llili  <»r|»nUon." 

At  Brat  the  whole  body  of  freemen  were  reijnirod 
to  be  present  at  every  court,  and  a  line  of  three  shil- 
lings WHS  imposed  for  absence. 

In  1G46  it  was  required  that  the  whole  body  of  free- 
men should  appear  at  the  Election  Court  the  first 
Tue-sdiiy  in  .lune  annually,  and  that  they  shonid  then 
present  such  deputies  on  had  been  chosen  by  their 
towns.  In  1660  the  fine  for  not  appearing  at  the 
June  court  of  election  was  ten  shillings,  unless  a 
reasonable  excuse  could  he  shown.  By  a  Inw  of  1646 
towns  were  6ned  forty  shlUingB  for  not  sending  depu- 
ties, and  deputies  twenty  shillings  for  not  appearing, 
unless  they  had  a  reasonable  excuse. 

In  166'J  it  was  enacted  that  none  should  vole  in 
town-nieetinga  but  freemen  or  freeholders  of  twenty 
pounds  ratable  estate  and  of  good  conversation,  hav- 
ing taken  the  oath  of  Hdelity;  and  in  1678  it  was 
further  provided  that  a  list  of  all  that  had  taken  Ihe 
oath  of  fldelity  should  be  kept  by  the  town  clerk  of 

As  early  as  11336  it  was  enacted  "  that  an  oath  of 
allegiance  to  the  King  and  fidelity  to  the  Govoni' 
ment  and  the  several  Colonies  therein  be  taken  of 


every  pcnon  that  shall  live  within  oruudertlie  aiune:" 
unit  in  1642  the  admission  of  inhabitauta  was  re^- 
Ute<l  by  un  enactment  "  tliat  none  shall  ctiniv  to  in- 
Ituhit  ivithout  leave,  and  an;  intruding  tliuuiMlvB 
without  regard  to  such  order,  •hall  forthwith  bg 
WBrn<»d  to  go  out  of  the  Colony,  which  if  \\tvf  slisll 
not  speedily  do  then  every  olfender  to  jiny  live  shil- 
lings a  week  for  every  week's  continuiuice."  Itui  it 
WflM  alxo  provided  "  that  every  pvnon  living  ipiiully 
in  a  phii'a  and  not  ekccjitoil  against  liir  thret]  iiiouilw 
uhall  ho  reputed  an  inhabitant." 

Thu  oath  of  a  freeman,  ua  estublisliod  in  ItiSd,  Has 

"You  shall  lie  truly  loyal  to  our  sovereign  l^rd 
tl)e  King,  his  heirs  and  auoceason.  Vun  ■hall  nut  <li) 
Hor  speak,  duviso  or  advise  anything  ur  things,  act 
or  nets  directly  or  indirectly  by  land  ur  wuter  that 
shall  or  nmy  tend  to  the  destruction  or  overthrow  of 
any  of  these  phtntutinns  or  towiishijts  of  the  Ci>T|-ira- 
tion  of  New  Plyinuutli ;  neither  sliuU  yuu  fiitllitr  Ihe 
same  to  be  spoken  or  done,  hut  shall  liindcr,  i>)i|>oae, 
and  discover  the  same  to  the  Governor  and  Aatfialatib 
of  the  said  Colony  for  tho  time  being  ur  nomo  one  of 
tlieni ;  you  shall  faithfully  submit  unto  such  guoil 
and  wholesome  laws  and  ordinances,  as  vflliur  are  or 
shall  be  made  for  the  ordering  and  goveniuient  of  tho 
same;  and  shall  endeavor  to  advance  thu  good  and 
growth  of  thu  several  townships  itnd  )>laiiiaiiuu* 
within  the  limits  of  this  Cor|>onition  by  all  due  itiMiiw 
und  courses;  oil  which  you  pnmiiso  nnd  swear  by  the 
name  of  the  great  God  of  heaven  and  earth,  niinplv, 
truly,  and  faitbrnlly  Ui  (lerfurm  lui  you  ti<>|>u  liir  hul|> 
from  UihI,  who  is  the  Coil  of  truth  ami  the  jMiiiiHiivr 
of  falsehood." 

These  stringent  rei|nireinonts,  as  aUii  tho  iibliga- 
tion  of  fre(|uont  attendance  at  the  Oeneral  Courts  at 
Flymoutli,  und  of  accepting  offices  re>]lliring  much 
outlay  of  time,  under  penalty  of  u  line  fur  nun-ac- 
ceptance, tended  to  keep  tho  number  of  freemen, 
ns  compared  with  the  whole  number  nf  mule  in- 
liubiliknts,  relatively  sniall.  The  oath  of  Allegiance 
and  fidelity  was  requiroil  of  nil  male  inhnldtanlN  of 
legal  age,  and  such  were  allowed  to  voto  iu  lawn 
alfairs  if  they  possessed  thu  necessary  property  i|uali- 
fication.  The  latter  qualiflcalion,  considerable  for 
those  of  small  means,  pmbably  cut  olf  many  from 
participation  in  public  alliiira  who  possessed  cvi-ry 
otherijualllication. 

For  convenience  of  arrangement  it  is  pTO|ioseit  to 
give  tho  history  of  thu  town  during  the  colonial 
pcriwl  as  shown  by  the  action  of  the  Qeueral  Court 
touching  particular  individuals  us  well  us  towD 
iiU'airs,  and  alXerwards  as  it  may  ho  gutliervd  from 
the  proiirictoru'  records  und  from  other  souruoa. 

The  earliest  recorded  marriage  is  given  an  fullowt : 
"  Uichard  I'aul  and  Margery  Turner,  of  ColiunncU, 
were  married  the  HJi  of  Novenibor,  11>3H."  The  neXt 
two  lire  "  William  Harvey  and  Joane  Ilueker,  of 
Uohannett,   uiarxled    the   second  of   April,    IgSft." 
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Thomas  Gilbert  and  Jane  Roftsiter,  of  Taunton, 
married  the  2dd  of  March,  163!)*'  (1640  now  style). 
Jane  Homitorwas  the  daughter  of  Hugh  Rossiter,  one 
of  the  first  purchasers.  Paul,  Harvey,  and  Gilbert 
were  also  among  the  first  purchasers.  At  first  all 
marriages  seem  to  have  been  solemnized  at  Plymouth, 
before  the  Governor  or  some  one  of  the  magistrates. 
Afterwards  persons  were  appointe<l  in  the  different 
towns  to  perform  the  ceremony.  In  1650,  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Parker  was  deputed  by  the  court  to  marry  per- 
sons in  Taunton.  In  1657  the  court  "  deputed  some 
special  men  in  the  towns  of  Taunton,  Barnstable, 
and  Hehoboth,  in  regard  of  their  far  distance  of  place 
from  any  magistrates,  to  administer  marriage,  and  to 
ndmininter  an  oath  to  give  true  testimony  and  infor- 
mation to  the  grand  inquest,  and  likewise  in  His  High- 
ness' name  to  issue  forth  warrants  to  subpcena  in  wit- 
nesses to  give  testimony  to  the  court  or  grand  inquest 
in  such  cases."  Mr.  William  Parker  was  appointed 
for  Taunton. 

In  1662,  James  Walker  was  authorized  to  admin- 
ister an  oath  as  occasion  should  require,  as  also  to 
marry  persons,  William  Parker  having  died  about 
that  time.  In  1684,  Thomivs  Lcoiianl  received  the 
same  authority,  which  he  continued  to  exercise  for 
many  years. 

In  March,  1655,  the  court  ordered  that  "  Whereas 
sundry  persons  have  died  at  Taunton,  whose  wills 
and  the  inventories  of  their  estates  have  not  been  or- 
derly proved,  in  regard  those  whom  it  concerneth, 
being  widows  cannot  conveniently  travel  to  the  court, 
Mr.  Browne  is  deputed  by  the  Court  to  require  them 
to  take  oath  to  such  wills  and  inventories  at  Taun- 
ton, that  so  they  may  be  recorded  according  to  order." 
This  Mr.  Browne  was  John  Browne,  whose  name 
stands  at  the  end  of  the  list  of  purchasers.  He  had 
moved  to  Hehoboth  before  the  above  date,  being  one 
of  the  first  settlers  in  that  town.  He  was  for  many 
years  one  of  the  Governor's  assistants,  and  held  other 
prominent  and  responsible  positions. 

Richard  Paul  was  licensed  to  keep  a  victualing- 
house  at  Taunton  in  1640.  He  was  propounded  to 
bike  up  his  freedom  in  1647,  and  again  in  1653,  but 
there  is  no  reconl  that  he  was  ever  admitted. 

At  the  March  court,  1641,  "Mr.  Francis  Doughty, 
of  Taunton,  for  Helling  a  pound  of  gunpowder  to  the 
natives  (contrnry  to  the  acts  and  orders  of  the  court), 
which  was  confcMsed  by  himself,  is  fined  80  shillings.'' 
At  the  same  court,  "  Edward  Hall,  servant  to  Francis 
Doughty,  for  swearing  profanely,  is  sentenced  to  be 
set  in  the  stocks,  which  was  accordingly  done." 
Among  the  presentments  by  the  grand  inquest  was 
the  following:  "We  present  .  .  .  the  son  of  widow 
Hoble  for  swearing.  Witness,  William  Evans,  John 
Golope."  The  widow  of  William  Hobell,  one  of  the 
first  pnrclntHcrs,  w:i.h  probably  referred  to  by  "  wi<low 
Hoble." 

At  the  June  court,  1641,  "  the  town  of  Taunton  is 
granted  the  thirty  shillings,  the  fine  of  Mr.  Francis 


Doughty,  upon  condition  that  the  townsmen  of 
Taunton  shall  make  all  the  swampii  betwixt  Plym- 
outh and  Taunton  passable  for  man  and  horse." 
The  grant  of  this  sum  does  not  seem  to  have  proved 
a  sufficiently  powerful  inducement  for  the  town  to  do 
the  work,  for  at  the  court  in  October,  1647,  the  fol- 
lowing action  was  taken  :  "  Whereas,  the  township  of 
Taunton  had  a  fine  of  thirty  shillings  given  unto 
them  for  and  towards  the  amending  of  their  high- 
ways in  certain  swamps,  the  court  understanding  that 
they  having  received  the  said  fine,  but  not  done  the 
said  work,  doth  order  that  the  work  be  forthwith 
8ufi[iciently  done,  or  else  that  the  money  be  repaid  by 
them  to  the  treasurer  for  the  government's  use  by 
March  court  next.  Mr.  Browne  undertook  that  the 
one  of  the  two  should  be  done."  But  even  Mr. 
Browne's  undertaking  seemed  to  effect  nothing,  for 
two  years  after  "  the  town  of  Taunton  was  presented 
for  not  mending  the  highways  between  Taunton  and 
Plymouth,  which  they  are  ordered  by  the  court  to  do, 
or  to  return  the  thirty  shillings  fine  of  Francis 
Doughty  allowed  them  for  that  end."  In  March, 
1649,  again,  "  We  present  the  way  wardens  or  survey- 
ors of  Taunton  for  neglecting  to  mend  the  higli- 
ways."  The  surveyors  were  John  Dean  and  Richard 
Stasy.  It  appears  by  an  entry  in  the  margin  of  the 
record  that  they  were  cleared.  Whether  the  swamps 
between  Taunton  and  Plymouth  were  made  passable 
may  be  doubtful,  but  no  further  action  in  reference 
to  Mr.  Doughty's  fine  was  taken. 

In  March,  1645,  "  information  was  given  unto  the 
court  by  Mr.  Browne,  that  John  Gilbert,  Jr.,  of 
Taunton,  was  vehemently  suspected  of  felony  for 
divers  things,  and  obtaining  leave  to  go  for  England, 
made  over  his  estate  in  Taunton  and  elsewhere, 
amounting  to  the  sum  of  forty  pounds,  or  thereabouts, 
unto  Nathaniel  Sowther,  for  and  on  behalf  of  the 
government  of  New  Plymouth,  for  saving  this  gov- 
ernment harmless  concerning  such  things  as  might  or 
may  be  objected  against  him  for  or  concerning  any 
matter  or  thing  of  such  like  nature,  and  for  the  aur 
swering  of  all  such  matters  the  next  court,  or  else 
the  next  General  Court  after  his  return  out  of  Eng- 
land, to  answer  in  his  own  person,  which  is  to  be  in 
two  years  next  ensuing."  At  the  June  court  follow- 
ing he  was  called,  but  neither  he  nor  any  for  him 
made  answer.  At  the  same  court,  John  Maycumber, 
of  Taunton,  was  fined  five  pounds  "for  abusing  the 
magistrates  in  concealing  and  misinforming  the  last 
Governor  and  Mr.  Browne,  and  divers  other  of  the 
assistants  in  the  case  of  John  Gilbert,  Jr.,  whereby 
he  is  at  large,  and  divers  persons  are  deprived  of  re- 
ceiving their  goods  again,  and  the  said  Gilbert  is 
gone  int(»  England."  William  Parker  and  Richard 
Williams  became  bound  for  his  appearance  at  the 
next  court. 

William  Halloway  complained  to  the  court  in 
June,  1646,  that  an  old  woman  whom  he  brought  out 
of  England  was  chargeable  to  him,  whereupon  the 
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court  toolc  It  into  coRHi deration  mid  requentet)  lilni  to 
deliver  lier  to  tlietonn,  orwliom  tliey  should  apiMiint 
to  receive  lier,  with  lier  dollies  Hod  bedding  and  ttiidi 
things  an  she  had,  and  the  town  was  tu  lake  order  Tor 
her  maintenance. 

At  the  June  court,  1649,  Edward  Dohhit,  at  Tnnn- 
ton,  ivuB  presented  for  receiving  jiny  for  stolen  "  wuni- 
poni,"  nnd  Thuinus  (iiliiert,  uinHtAlilu  iifTiiunlon,  wtu 
prttsented  for  letting  go  of  one  w hum  liu  knew  tt>  liitve 
Btolen  a  quantity  of  "  wainpnmpege,"  am)  was  sus- 
pected of  other  things.  But  their  reputntious  were 
lelieved  from  these  stains  by  being  cleared. 

At  the  October  court  rullowiii);,  John  Iliithawny, 
of  Taunton,  was  presented  for  lending  ii  gun  tu  an 
Indian.  lie  was  cleared,  with  ndmnnltiiiu  to  take 
}ieed  fur  the  future.  William  8ho|)liertl,  ofTituutun, 
At  the  court  in  Muy,  1650,  conrenBed  himself  guilty  uf 
•  crime  not  so  readily  excused,  that  of  purloining  cer- 
tain goutls  from  iiis  in  oilier- in -I  aw.  He  was  eeutouced 
to  return  the  goods  and  to  he  whipped  at  the  post,  the 
latter  of  which  was  forthwith  perfnrmeii. 

At  the  October  court,  lll4S.  James  Walker,  of 
Taunton,  informed  against  William  Hedggi-i,  for 
that  the  tiaid  lledgg'is,  knowing  of  one  that  had 
traded  hhnt  unto  the  IndlanK,  iind  refiiBiiif;  In  dn- 
clore  who  it  was,  by  a  summons  sent  unto  him  waa 
required  to  appear  at  the  nest  General  Court;  nc- 
«ordingly  he  did,  and  was  cleared.  At  the  court  In 
June,  1t(51,  the  grand  jurymen  of  Taunton  were  j>re- 
Bented  for  being  absent.  George  Macey  and  William 
'Hailstone  were  the  delinquents. 

The  following  is  inturcHting  as  showiu|{  the  minute 
care  exercised  by  the  court  r^arding  paupen*  and 
otlieis  fulling  into  distress ; 


vtio  ut  dulHitid  b]i  Ui>  villi  luHu  t 
■Iwll  <lb|uH  uf  Ui*  Bill  DnJiDi'x  »• 


likely  la  prucur.  Iicf  uii<bUii»iihi." 

The  reference  to  the  men  deputed  by  tJie  town  lo 
order  their  special  nnidra  sliowa  that  it  was  tlie  prac- 
tice thus  early  to  choose  selectmen,  althougli  it  was 
not  until  several  years  after  that  the  law  was  passed 
requiring  the  towns  la  do  so. 

At  the  court  in  March,  11154,  the  following  action 
was  taken  :  "  Whereas,  the  wile  of  hir.  Thomas  Gil- 
liert  hath  desired  by  her  letlvr  that  her  servant,  who 
hath  received  some  hurt,  nnd  is  now  In  Mr.  Street's 
family,  that  there  he  might  remain  until  her  hnaband 
return  from  England;  the  court  hath  granted  her  re- 
quest, provided  that  Mr.  Street  be  freely  willing  to 
give  hini  entertainment,  but  if  not  these  were  to  re- 
quire the  constable  of  Taunton  to  ace  that  the  said 
servant  be  provided  for  in  snnie  convenient  place,  and 
that  he  relnrn  not  unto  his  mistress  until  his  cause 
be  heard  and  further  order  taken  in  the  same." 


Tlia  mutter  was  again  referred  tu  fn  March,  ICS8,u 
Tollowi:  "Concerning  JiNicph  Oray,  acrvunt  to  Kn. 
Oilbert,  of  Tuunton,  who  was  soma  tlioa  since  frmeu 
an  his  feet,  and  still  is  lame  thereof.  Tlioou  ant  from 
the  Cuurt  to  the  towu  of  Taunton,  tu  r«iju«at  them 
thot  whereas  tliore  is  hopus  that  this  sjiring  bo  may  lie 
tnred,  if  cndl^avur■  be  used  for  IhHl  t-ud,  tlinl  tlii-jr 
would  pleiuHi  lo  UikuMiiueconRi«,oitlivr  iuiu  tlie  Itay 
or  ulsuwlieru,  lor  hin  cure;  nnd  wliut  espiuiMi  tliey 
shall  be  at  nhout  the  same,  In  lef^ard  tlmt  his  loiil 
tnistrcsB  is  not  In  a  capacity  la  defray  ilio  rhargti,  in 
0080  her  husband  do  cuuio  again  into  the  cituniry, 
ttnd  hu  fonud  uhlo,  he  slialt  sutiofy  the  mid  elmrffr; 
if  not,  the  Court  liuput  It  will  nul  hi-  uuruwurduil  uf 
Qod."  In  May  fultuwing  lh«  court  unleruil  ihat  s 
speodyconrse  he  taken  for  hU  ciirc,  lUid  llinl  ibti  Iuwn 
should  niuko  a  rate  lo  defray  the  clmrgo. 

Jonathan  Itriggs,  servant  of  Williuui  IIuilHtune,  of 
TiiunUni,  cojupUiRcil  to  the  cuurt  in  Juutt,  IUii4,  that 
his  niiistur  had  nnt  perlbruieil  liis  unvonuulii  (u  him, — 
En  that  hu  did  not  learn  hink  the  tfadu  of  a  tnilur,and 
tli«  court  ordered  that  Uuilslune  siKiuld  |>ny  his  ser- 
vant lifteen  pounds  in  good  and  curruul  pny  nitJi  all 
convenient  spuud.  lu  the  record  of  thu  iruurt  in  (Ic- 
[iilHir,  Ilifh'i,  uppuunt  thu  riilhiwiiig: 

"  VlUmm  to  UHU'kw  »•»  Imi^  .<ut  vt  Um  Cuart  In  U>><cl>  M 
aiuKiil  Wini.m  lUllaUiuo,  of  TsnnluB.  la  Iku  l..l.«l(  „r  J>«»iUu 


I.xlM'.il.l  »'■«»>.  )ll-'l«>l»Vrlin^i4 


It  is  probable  that  the  sleen  wem  fiiiitid  to  Itelonj 
to  White,  for  at  thu  next  June  court  llic  conatubleuf 
Taunton  was  ordered,  in  vwm  lluilsluuc  did  uut  pay 
the  judgniout,  tu  attach  his  giHida  in  sutialiitiio* 
thereof,  and  for  want  of  goods  to  uttucli  his  [leiwio 
und  keep  him  safely  until  the  next  court,  lliit 
jinived  elfectuul,  nnd  the  proceaH  was  rBlurnud  satn- 
licd  with  Kriggs'  receipt  lliereun  as  follows:"!, 
Jonntliuu  Itriggs,  do  most  thankfully  certify  that  I 
have  received  full  satisfaction  of  William  llnilatone 
of  thu  sum  of  RlXueu  pounds,"  etc,  "  uuil  hurcuntu  1 
Imve  set  my  hand  June  21,  KiSti."  The  fuUowiiq; 
Suptenihcr  Hri|;gs  apiieared  at  court,  »a<\  fur  ilivcn 
rouitoiiH  and  considerations  niadu  choice  of  Mr.TJiouias 
I'runce,  of  Eiuthain,  tu  be  his  guardian  until  he  was 
Iwenly-onu.  The  court  alterwards  uUuwci)  Ui  James 
Walker,  for  his  jiains  and  charges  about  IJie  for^oi^ 
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coiitroverey  the  sum  of  twenty  Rbillings,  and  the 
court  conceived  that  Brifrgs  ouglit  to  Ratisfy  Walker 
further  what  waM  meet  in  the  premises,  at  least  to 
make  it  np  to  forty  shillings. 

A  complaint  was  made  at  the  June  court,  1G57, 
against  Rol>ert  Grossman,  of  Taunton,  for  wronging 
,  an  apprentice  of  his,  and  the  selectmen  were  ordered 
to  take  course  about  the  same  so  that  the  said  servant 
be  heard  in  any  just  complaint,  and  relieved.  But  in 
case  it  could  not  be  so  settled,  both  master  and  ser- 
vant were  ordered  to  appear  at  the  court  of  assistants 
to  be  held  at  Plymoutli  the  next  August.  At  the 
March  court,  1655,  appears  the  following  among  the 
presentments  of  the  grand  inquest:  "We  present 
liobert  Crossnmn  for  breaking  open  the  pound  by 
taking  down  a  rail  and  taking  out  his  calves,  tending 
to  breach  of  peace  and  disturbance  of  the  neighbor- 
hood." March,  1657,  we  find  it  thus  recorded,  "  Rob- 
ert Crossmnn,  for  attempting  to  strike  George  Macey 
with  a  fire  brand,  and  for  violently  thrusting  of  him 
out  of  his  house,  coming  in  with  his  leave,  fined  five 
shillings." 

Another  instance  of  violence  between  neighbors 
appears  among  the  presentments  at  the  June  court, 
1656:  "We  present  Timothy  llolway,  of  Taunton, 
for  his  evil  carriage  unto  Peter  Pitts,  tending  unto 
the  breach  of  the  peace;  that  is  to  say,  that  if  Peter 
Pitts  did  stir  to  drive  the  oxen  which  tlien  he  had  iif 
his  possession  going  to  work,  tliat  he,  that  is,  the 
aforcMjiitl  Timothy,  would  strike  Peter  down,  having 
a  pitch-fork  in  his  hand,  although  he  should  be  pres- 
ently hanged  for  it."  In  the  margin  it  is  recorded, 
"since  cleared  with  admonition." 

About  this  time  the  town  commenced  action  to  rid 
themselves  of  certain  persons  of  ill  repute  and  con- 
versation, who  had  come  to  inhabit  among  them. 
The  first  action  taken  was  at  the  February  court, 
1656,  and  was  as  follows : 

"  At  tills  C4)iirt  the  constable  of  Tnunton  brought  a  certain  Scote,  a 
rIiirIo  limn,  nnd  nn  Irish  wonmn  nnnie<i  Kathercn  Aimes,  whom  he  liad 
MpprHu'iiiletl  ii|K>n  •usplclon  of  coniiuittliig  adultery  each  with  other; 
but  the  Court,  having  (rxaDiine<l  tlioni,  could  not  proceed  to  punish 
them  for  want  of  clearer  evidence,  but  having  intelligence  that  sundry 
in  Tnunton  could  give  evidence  in  the  case,  who  were  not  present,  the 
Court  committed  the  said  man  and  woman  to  the  custuily  of  the  mar- 
shnl  until  the  next  (^lurt,  nnd  fnimmonod  in  thn  witncNses  to  np|war  at 
the  Niiiil  (%Mirl,  vix.,  Alexander  Ahien,  John  Muckcluy,  Danicll  Bfac- 
lcen<-y,  Scotsmen,  nnd  a  certain  Irinh  woman  iiame<l  Kli'/aitctli ;  hnr 
other  name  none  present  do  know.** 

At  the  next  court  in  March  the  name  of  the  "cer- 
tain Scotc"  appears  as  William  Paule,  and  for  his 
unclean  and  filthy  behavior  with  the  wife  of  Alexan- 
der AiincM  he  wnn  sentenced  to  be  forthwith  publicly 
whipped,  and  to  pay  the  officers  the  charges  of  his 
imprisonment  and  punishment,  which  accordingly 
was  performed.  Katheren  Aiines,  for  her  participa- 
tion in  the  crime,  and  for  the  blasphemous  words  by 
her  spoken,  was  sentenced  to  be  forthwith  publicly 
whipped  at  Plymouth,  and  afterwards  at  Taunton,  on 
a  public  trnining-day,  and  to  wear  a  Roman  B  cut 
out  of  red  cloth,  and  sewed  to  her  upper  garment  on 
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her  right  arm.  And  Alexander  Aimes,  for  his  leaving 
his  family  and  exposing  his  wife  to  such  temptations, 
and  being  as  bad  to  her  thereiu,  was  sentenced  to  sit 
in  the  stocks  the  time  said  Paule  and  Katheren  Aiines 
are  whipped,  which  was  performed ;  and  he  was  further 
ordered  to  pay  the  charges  of  his  wife's  imprisonment 
and  punishment,  which,  because  he  was  very  poor,  he 
was  to  pay  by  twelve  pence  a  week  until  it  was  all 
paid,  and  James  Walker,  of  Taunton,  was  appointed 
to  receive  it  in  the  country's  behalf. 

At  the  court  in  October,  1657,  the  affairs  of  Taun- 
ton received  a  good  deal  of  attention,  as  appears 
from  the  record  following: 

"Whereas  complaint  fai  made  to  the  Court  by  the  Inlialiltants  and 
townsmen  of  Taunton  that  mndry  nnworthy  and  defiuned  persons  have 
thrust  themselves  into  the  Mid  town  to  inhabit  there,  not  having  appro- 
bation of  any  two  magistrates,  according  to  en  order  of  Oonrt,  and  con- 
trary to  the  minds  of  divers  of  the  inliahitanta,  to  their  grievance,  the 
Court,  having  taken  their  condition  into  ■orloiis  coasideratiou,  doth 
order, — 

"1.  That  no  snch  peivon  be  entertained  by  any  inhabitant  of  the 
town,  on  the  iionalty  of  forfeiting  twenty  ■hillingi  for  every  week  that 
they  shall  entertain  thom  withontthe  approlmtfon  of  the  five  selectmen 
apiwinted  to  order  the  public  affairs  of  the  town;  and  in  special  that 
William  Paule  and  his  wife  be  forthwith  expelled  the  town. 

"  2.  liikewise.  It  Is  ordered,  that  you  give  warning  to  your  townsmen^ 
that  no  |>erBon  or  fiersons  of  yonr  town  do  sell,  hire,  or  give  house  or 
land  to  any  iierson,  so  as  thereby  to  bring  them  in  to  be  inhabitants 
amongst  thom,  but  snch  as  have  approliation  of  two  of  the  magietratea 
at  least,  according  to  an  ancient  order  of  Court,  aa  they  will  answer 
their  contempt  In  dnin^  the  contrary. 

**  .1  aufl  4.  For  your  third  and  fourth  grievance,  we  conceive  tliat  if 
your  constable  and  gran^Jurymon  do  their  datiea,  there  will  be  a  full 
redress  of  snch  abuses. 

*'5.  BIr.  William  Parker,  being  deputed  by  Uie  Court  to  administer  an 
oath  to  give  true  testimony  to  the  grand  inquest,  and  likewise  in  his 
highness*  name  to  issue  forth  warrants  to  sabpoena  in  witnesses  to  give 
testimony  to  the  Oonrt  or  grand  inquest  in  such  cases,  that  the  Court 
order  in  the  prendses  be  improved  as  occasion  shall  reqaire  as  a  prepar- 
ative wsy  to  fnrther  Justice. 

*'  Lastly,  the  Court  doth  order  that  the  five  selectmen  of  yonr  town — 
vis..  Opt  William  Pole,  George  llall,  Bfr.  William  Parker,  Lleftenant 
James  Wyatt,  and  John  Dean— do  forthwith,  on  receipt  hereof,  require 
your  constable  to  warn  a  town-meeUng,  that  so  these  things  may  be 
published  in  your  town.** 

For  the  General  Court  held  March  2,  1667^8,  spe- 
cial warrants  were  issued  to  the  constables  of  the 
towns,  commanding  them  in  the  name  of  his  high- 
ness, the  Ijord  Protector  of  England,  Scotland,  and 
Ireland,  especially  to  warn  the  grand  jurymen  to  be  in 
attendance ;  also  to  warn  their  townsmen  to  come  to- 
gether, and  to  declare  unto  them  that  forasmuch  as 
there  were  divers  persons  in  several  places  that  by  word 
and  act  represent  things  of  sad  consequence  to  the 
government,  they  should  make  choice  of  some  able 
and  fit  persons  for  deputies  to  attend  the  General 
(Jourt,  to  whom  the  matters  complained  of  might  be 
more  fully  imparted.  William  Parker  and  James 
Walker  were  chosen  deputies  from  Taunton. 

During  the  session  the  case  of  William  Paule  again 
received  attention,  as  follows:  "Whereas  the  Court 
conceiveth  that  his  abiding  there  will  be  a  continued 
occasion  of  division  and  contention  amongst  the  in- 
habitants thereof,  they  do  therefore  order  that,  ac- 
cording to  a  former  order  sent  thither,  wherein  he  is 


whole  deftliiig  of  the 
shaws  tliat  he  was  a.  ne 
self  ill  without  the  reqi 
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reqiie^tuil  to  depart,  thut  accordingly  he  do  so  willi  nil 
convenient  ipeed."  Tbore  ia  no  Buffiuiunl  reaioii  for 
suppoaJNg  thU  William  Paulc,  "nScole,"  to  be  the 
of  Richard  Paul,  one  of  the  Hntt  jiurchanont.  The 
lurt  and  tha  town  with  him 
-comer  who  had  tbruat  Ikiin- 
red  a|ipr(>batiun  of  two  mng- 
i-horn  dtiwn  of  the  town. 
Lord'a  day  was  vi(>iiroualy 
guuriliid  by  the  court.  At  ttio  aeaniun  in  October, 
1658,  it  is  recorded  :  "  Lelfteiiant  Jaineo  Wialt  to  he 
sharply  roprovcd  for  hi*  writing  a  note  about  com- 
mon buiiiness  on  the  Lord's  day,  at  leant  in  the  even- 
ing somewhat  too  soon."  At  a  previonti  court  lUe 
grand  jury  presented  "  John  Smith,  of  Taunton,  for 
needleaa  traveling  upon  the  Lord's  day  from  Taunton 
to  NuncbatatHesctt  and  ao  bncic  oguin." 

The  court  took  care  that  wood  and  timber  should 
not  be  taken  nnd  carried  away  by  unauthorized  per- 
eons,  as  the  following  order  paucd  in  June,  16(Jt,  will 
show  :  "  rt  is  ordered  by  the  court  that  a  s]>ecial  war- 
rant Hhall  he  directed  to  the  cunatuble  of  Tauntnn  to 
attach  the  pcnons  or  estates  of  buub  as  shall  come  up 
Taunton  River  to  fetch  away  the  timber  or  woods  to 
convey  it  out  of  tlic  government.  .  .  .  anil  that  the 
like  course  be  also  taken  with  all  sucb  us  sliull  come 
into  the  government  and  hire  or  buy  lands  of  tlie  In- 
dians without  order." 

The  follaning  order  in  reference  to  distribution  of 
lands  waa  directed  to  the  town  of  Taunton  at  March 
court,  1662-ti3: 


Uilticulties  arose  eurly  in  1CG4  concerning  cerlain 
injuries  done  to  the  saw-mills  at  Taunton  in  the  night 
time,  and  William  Wilherell  and  Qylea  Gilljert  were 
suspected  of  being  concerned  in  those  injuries.  Tbey 
were  bound  over  in  the  sum  of  twenty  pounds  each, 
to  be  of  good  behavior  towards  the  king  and  ail  his 
liege  people,  and  especially  to  keep  from  libelling, 
and  to  appear  at  the  next  court.  Henekiub  Hour  wiut 
surety  for  Witherell  and  Oeorgc  Watson  liir  Oilbcrl, 
The  reason  for  requiring  the  bunds  is  given  in  these 
words:  "That  whereas  James  Walksr,  being  a  part- 
ner in  the  aaw-miils  at  Tnunton,  complained  of  great 
hurt  done  to  the  said  saw-miil  by  some  persons  Ihat 
came  in  the  night  in  a  felonious  manner  and  stole 
Away  several  things,  and  did  great  spoil,  and  left  a 
libellous  paper  behind  them ;  and  it  being  suspected," 
elc,  bonds  were  required.  At  the  next  court  In  May, 
Joseph  Oray  and  Samuel  Linkorn,  being  summoned, 
Appeared  to  answer  for  being  partners  in  doing  great 


linrt  to  the  suw-mill  at  Taunton,  and  l>eliig  e 
in  the  premises  uwnl^d  that  they  were  guilty  therein. 
Tliey  were  rujiiired  to  give  bonds  iu  twanty  puuiiil* 
each.  George  Wutsou  was  surety  fur  Oray  uiid  Thomu 
Leonard  for  Linkorn. 

The  inw-mill  referred  to  was  ujiou  the  Ht)l  Blver, 
exactly  where  it  it  not  easy  to  tell ;  WItlicrcll  lived 
near  Winneuunuei  I'ond,  and  he  and  Gilbert  owned 
Kuodland  there  and  perhaps  were  int«rest«Hl  In  soma 
other  saw-mill,  and  so  were  juulous  of  Wulkut  and 
liis  partners. 

It  may  have  boon  by  way  of  retnliatiou  that  at  Ui« 
same  court  complaint  was  made  of  Junics  U'ulkut  as 
follows: 

UHkum,  Io||Bt]icrvJ(Uaa<Jryt\VjiUvb,  couitil«1iivli>f  arr4t  «(uuit>*<* 
tAliiwI  iml  ukiijr  by  lliflu,  biU  by  flis  wtwlfl  tBtrs  'tt  TMuiitub,  b^  Jmuh 
Wi>[ki>r  lili  n*tlicUi>c  ■MVnIliii  In  «ni[t««Di*nt,  la  Iwa  a  tnniitu  jw 


luIIifMliI  rliar  wMI*  jral  •uoia  pMt  of  III*  HHauii   r«KiliH  ut  (LA 

At  the  June  court  a  further  order  whb  mnilo  in  (he 
elT'ect,  "Tliut  betwixt  this  dalu  and  the  nuxt  suaMin 
of  Ibc  lisbus  going  up,  iliey,  thu  said  owncm  of  the 
mill,  shall  make  or  cause  to  he  maUu  it  frov,  full,  and 
suflicient  passage  for  the  going  up  of  the  wild  tioli.  ur 
otherwise,  upon  the  further  complaint  of  tlia  town, 
die  court  will  take  an  eHeetual  eounw  Umt  Uio  same 
shall  be  done." 

The  iron-works  received  the  attention  of  Uio  court 
at  tbe  June  session,  164)5,  after  the  following  fiuliiua : 

"TliiMi  urn  Iu  nAiiiiiliit  )Mi  lUai  Ui«  Omirt  minim  fim  Ltttfrnllt 


-HiTii.  UunvK.  tlvfa." 

Iron  was  luicd  as  a  luudium  of  excbuii)^  niiil  for 
the  payment  of  debts  and  public  rates  U>  u  coiisidur- 
sble  extent,  which  will  explain  another  onlur  uf  court 
liassed  in  1(177,  as  follows: 


jD  iIhU  da  alliu'liiol  li)  llisn 


•  K.<lK«a  Tliws 


In  July,  1667,  the  court  allowed  Ilia  sum  of  tea 
(lounds  towards  thu  building  of  a  hridgu  over  Taun- 
ton Uiver.  The  locality  of  the  bridge  was  not  indi- 
cated. The  general  training  for  that  year  was  ai>- 
poiuied  lo  he  at  Taunton  on  Wednesday  iu  the  >iei:oiid 
week  of  October. 

Tiie  following  appears  in  tbe  records  of  the  court) 
June,  16(19: 

'■  111  nfaniica  udU.  b  gift  iinltiiJnl  Win  dKH  \ij  I-UII)i,ll>a  aatlua 

liiJnl>uul,UutUiiH>li>fluJlli*irvliii)ncur*vrsl.aiiilndai.'naii(lt.'' 
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In  July  the  court  refer  to  the  matter  again  in 
nearly  the  Bame  terms,  granting  his  request  **  for  a 
umall  nct!k  of  land,"  provided  he  can  procure  a  deetl 
from  Philip,  and  that  it  prejudice  no  former  grant 

The  manufacture  of  tar  was  an  industry  of  consid- 
erable importance  in  the  colony,  and  in  1G70  the 
court  took  measures  to  prevent  its  indiscriminate  sale 
to  persons  outside  the  jurisdictitm,  by  providing  that 
for  the  term  of  two  years  it  should  be  sold  to  such 
within  the  colony  as  would  agree  to  give  eight  shil- 
lings in  money  for  every  small  barrel,  and  twelve 
shillings  for  every  great  barrel.  A  number  of  men 
contracted  to  buy  all  the  tar  made  in  the  colony  at 
the  above  price,  the  same  to  be  delivered  at  the 
water-side  in  each  town  in  good  merchantable  casks, 
and  the  towns  were  dividwl  among  them.  Edward 
Gray  and  William  Clarke  took  for  their  share  Ply- 
mouth and  all  the  western  towns  of  the  colony, 
"John  (Jobb*s,  of  Taunton,  being  the  place  of  deliv- 
ery of  what  tar  shall  be  made  within  the  liberties 
thereof."  The  court  charged  and  required  all  coopers 
to  see  that  the  casks  they  made  were  sufficiently  good 
and  tight,  and  the  casks  were  not  to  be  less  than 
would  contain  sixteen  gallons,  beer  measure. 

William  Witherell  and  Samuel  Smith  were  ap- 
pointed in  1G71  a  committee  for  Taunton,  to  see  to 
the  gathering  in  of  the  minister's  maintenance,  the 
same  to  be  paid  "satisfactorily  and  seasonably  both 
for  time  ah<l  specie." 

At  the  Hume  court,  June,  1G71,  actiem  was  tnken  to 
prevent  excessive  drinking  of  liquors  in  ordinaries 
or  taverns,  showing  that  the  regulation  of  such  places 
was  a  troublesome  problem  then  as  it  is  now.  The 
action  of  the  court  is  worth  quoting: 

"  For  tlio  provoiitlon  of  abiicio  by  the  oxcomlvc  drinking  of  liqnoni  In 
onlinnrioH,  tlil-*  court  dofli  onler,  tliat  o%'ery  oriUnary-Icpoper  in  tliia  gov- 
priim<^nt  dlinll  hi*  licreliy  eniiwwprod  Ami  required  timt  in  case  any  i)or- 
»m  or  |tenw>nii  do  not  attend  order,  but  carry  tlicni^clvos  uncivilly  by 
IteiiiR  ini|»<irtunalely  dexiroufl  of  drlnlc  wbnn  ilonied,  and  do  not  leave 
tbo  bouKf)  wben  rnquirod,  iucli  ordinnry>keepor  nlmil  return  their  naniea 
1o  tlie  next  court,  that  so  tliey  may  be  pnieocuted  according  to  the 
nature  of  the  (ilTencc, and  in  caMe  any  ordiiiary-kee|>er  Mhall  neglect  ao  to 
do  heKliall  lie  fined  flveiiliillingn  for  overy  default.  It  \n  furtlier  orderc<I 
1)3'  tidn  court,  tlitit  Romn  two  or  tliree  men  Ik)  a|»|Mdnto«l  in  every  town 
of  tliiK  jurisdiction  to  have  thQ  inn|KM!tion  of  the  onllnarten,  or  In  any 
otiier  idaceti  auK|KH*ted,  to  take  notico  of  euch  abuiuw  mm  may  arUe  in 
referetic«  to  tiio  preminee,  or  othorwiso,  and  make  re|H)rt  thereof  to  tho 
court." 

Men  were  thereupon  appointed  for  the  purpose  in 
each  town,  James  Walker,  Aaron  Knapp,  and  John 
Dean  being  named  for  Taunton. 

"Spcakiiij^cvil  c»r  dignities"  was  narrowly  watched 
and  summarily  punished,  as  tho  following  examples 
will  show:  June,  1G71,  "Nathaniel  Woodward,  for 
speaking  abusive  words  against  Mr.  Shove,  the  pastor 
of  the  church  of  Taunton,  was  sentenced  by  the  court 
to  sit  in  the  stocks  during  the  pleasure  of  the  court, 
which  accordingly  was  performed."  March,  1G72, 
"  Richard  Godfrey,  of  Taunton,  being  presented  for 
speaking  opprobriously  of  some  in  place  in  the  town 
of  Taunton,  was  sentenced  by  the  court  to  sit  in  the 


stocks  at  Taunton  on  a  training  day,  so  as  it  exceed 
not  two  hours."  If  similar  acts  received  a  like  pun- 
ishment now  there  would  l)e  a  scarcity  of  lumber  and 
a  fearful  multiplicity  of  courts. 

Frequent  complaints  were  made  to  the  court  by  the 
Indians  of  damage  done  to  their  corn  by  the  horses 
and  swine  of  the  English,  of  which  the  court  took 
commendable  notice,  punishing  the  owners  of  Ihe 
animals  by  fines,  and  ordering  them  to  make  restitu- 
tion. In  1G71  committees  were  appointed  in  the 
several  towns  to  view  the  damage  thus  done.  John 
Hathaway,  Edward  Babbitt,  and  James  Phillips 
were  the  Taunton  committee. 

A  controversy  of  long  standing  between  William 
Hailstone  and  James  Walker  was  referred  to  the 
court  in  July,  1G72,  for  final  direction  and  settle* 
ment.  The  trouble  arose  concerning  the  suit  of 
Joimthan  Rriggs  against  Hailstone,  already  men- 
tioned. Hailstone  had  petitioned  the  court  for  a  re- 
view of  that  action,  and  his  petition  was  granted, 
but  he  failed  to  prosecute  bis  review,  and  was  ac- 
cused of  falsifying  in  several  particulars  in  his  peti- 
tion. The  court  had  taken  up  these  accusations, 
whether  upon  the  complaint  of  Walker  or  not  does 
not  appear,  but  it  seems  Walker  had  made  or  repeated 
the  accusations,  and  this  was  the  occasion  of  the  dif- 
ficulty between  them.  The  matter  had  been  referred 
to  the  arbitration  of  Mr.  John  Wiswall,  Mr.  Richard 
(./allicott,  and  Capt.  James  Johnson,  and  their  award 
was  now  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  court,  who 
directed  "  that  forasmuch  as  that  it  appears,  u|K)n  ex- 
amination, that  the  said  James  Walker  hath  not  per- 
formed the  latter  part  of  the  said  arbitration,  viz.,  to 
repair  the  said  Hailstone  his  reputation  in  the  church 
.  .  .  the  court  do  therefore  order  that  he  shall  pay, 
or  cause  to  be  paid,  unto  the  said  Hailstone  the  sum 
of  five  pounds,  in  either  good,  merchantable  pork,  or 
good  bar  iron,  betwixt  this  date  and  the  fifteenth  day 
of  October  next,  at  price  then  current;  and  whereas 
the  said  James  Walker  did  openly  and  unadvisedly, 
on  a  Lord's  day,  accuse  the  said  William  Hailstone 
of  telling  several  palpable  lies,  and  founded  upon  a 
lie,  whereby  the  said  Hailstone  was  much  scandal- 
ized, this  Court  doth  hereby  advise  the  said  James 
Walker  publicly  to  acknowledge  the  wrong  he  hath 
done  him,  in  the  meeting,  on  the  Lord's  day,  in  the 
congregation ;  and  this  our  award  and  joint  deter- 
mination to  be  a  full  and  final  issue  of  all  such  differ- 
ences and  controversies  as  relate  unto  the  premises." 

Ensign  liconard  and  John  Tisdale,  Sr.,  were  ap- 
pointed by  the  court  in  October,  1672,  as  a  committee 
for  Taunton,  to  see  to  the  execution  of  the  orders  of 
court  prohibiting  the  transporting  of  planks,  boards, 
bolts,  or  bark  out  of  the  government,  the  order  bear- 
ing date  June,  1672. 

October,  1674,  "  An  order  was  directed  from  this 
Court  to  require  several  persons  who  have  come  into 
the  colony  without  the  approbation  of  the  governor 
and   two  magistrates,  contrary  to  order,  living  at 
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mnd  EiicreiLse  f 
Uca  ol'  such  liquors  m 
the  town  of  Tauiito 
nocoriliug  li 
preHcnt  liquor  lav 


Taunton  niid  down  Tiiunton  Kivcr,  to  iiu]wrt  tlie 
government  betwixt  tliiid  Jiite  anil  llie  28lli  (if  Feb- 
ruary nest,  or  to  mnku  tlieir  pefHonnl  ■i>pe«rHnc«  at 
the  Court  of  bis  miijcut]'  the  finil  Tuesday  in  March 
neiLt,  to  aniswer  tlieir  neglect  or  oontompt  of  the  aaid 

October,  1B78,  again,  "  Wlierens  coniplninl  l»  nmdo 
by  some  of  Taunton  that  one  SamUHl  Cliiveriuk«  U 
come  into  their  town  disorderly,  and  cunllnuelh  Ihuru 
contrary  to  the  mind  of  the  townameii,  theae  nre 
therefore  to  retjuire  the  anid  Chivericke  either  speed- 
ily to  procure  their  approbation  to  Htiiy  thuri.',  iir 
otherwiiie  forthwith  to  depart  the  Miid  town." 

At  the  above  court,  James  Wnlkcr,  Jameit  Wilhi.rc, 
n  were  appointed  "  to  tatc  iio- 
,8  lire  hrouglil  in  diuurderly  into 
>n,  and  to  make  iteixure  thereof 
'  Truly  the  seizure  clnuses  in  our 
uan  claim  a  r^Hpectablo  untii)uity. 
,s  made  at  thin  court  in  tlie  following 
terms  for  the  widow  of  Lieut.  Wyutt,  who  wua  found 
dead  in  hi»  field,  July,  I0G4,  as  related  in  another 
place  :  "  Whereas  it  dolh  appear  to  the  Court,  that 
Uiatregs  Mary  Wyatt,  of  Taunton,  widow,  is  in  great 
necessity  and  a  very  low  condJtiou,  in  want  of  main- 
tenance, notwithstanding  the  estate  of  her  deceased 
husbund  came  by  bcr,  these  are  to  give  liberty,  and 
appoint  and  authorize  Mr.  James  Walker,  William 
Harvey,  sen.  and  Walter  Dean,  or  any  two  of  them, 
to  lease  out  some  of  the  lands  or  meadows  of  the  said 
Leiftenant  Wyatt,  and  the  pay  or  benefit  arising 
thereliy  shall  btt  improved  for  the  relief  of  the  said 
widow,  Mary  Wyatt." 

At  the  Juno  court,  1G80,  notice  was  tAbon  of  n 
Gompluiut  made  by  the  selectmen  of  Ilarmttable 
"nutluag  Kpbimtm  rblll[]B,aD  ldl>, uUsTagut niu,  Hid  Miirej.liti 
prglsadod  wlta,  m  Mitl}  cum*  [ulo  Biniahilila  hUIiiiuI  U»Ii  wiiiibI, 
from  TkUDlun,  Hb*rci  llisjl  billy  famum  ;i>r  Dr  jsan  bun  biul  Uialr 

to  nbldi,  IHU  tu  duiiarl  oul  dT  Uio  inlil  Ivwn,  Uinjr  litiTu  ntiiixid,  ur 
quickly  I'sturnsil  HgHln  sftar  UiiJr  dtinrturt  QUI  ut  Ilia  uUii  lowii,  In- 
Hiidliig;  tlitrD  lu  reiUia,  olwniby  Uiuy  ■in  llkiiljr   lu  Iw  rbunpiil,  am) 


I  iiiiJo.lx-1  1. 


Ipbnini  PI>IIII[a,  > 


The  oyster  fishery  was  attended  to  in  this  wise  at 
the  July  court : 


At  the  same  court  an   order   was  sent  to 
Pointing,  of  Taunton,  as  follows; 

"TlirH  mxj  cartiry  iintu  yuu,  l'htlllj<  I'ulutluii,  llml  yi/u  • 

.gna  tn  Ilia  way  fnui  ■  fona  Unit  wh  runnarly  Ur.  Stngl'i, 
tiMaca  to  the  loW"  of  Tsnolon." 


John  Ilathwuy,  nhiive  iiained,  wiw  in  I 
fnllowini;  "awurn  constable  of  the  iiviglilxirliouti  or 
ward  of  the  I'all  Hivcr  and  places  Rdjotseiit,"  aod 
John  Rend,  of  Taunton,  wiu  oriloroil  hy  th«  court 
tu  appear  at  the  next  court  to  tako  tha  oath  of  k 
grand  juryman  for  tlie  aame  precinct*. 

A  lengthy  pauper  fuse  was  het;un  in  October^  1 
1(180,  uoncernuiK  the  seltlcnient  of  John  Hnrittaa^'J 
described  as  "  a  decrepit  man  who  ciime  Iruui  'l'» 
tou  nuUt  this  Court,  conceruing  whom  debnlu  b 
been  had  before  the  Court  by  several  of  the  town  of  1 
Taunton,  and  several  of  the  town  of  I'lyinuiith.  unt 
which  place  of  the  two  he  shuuld  lioloitg,"  i 
unurt  ordered  that  he  should  remain  at  I'lymoulk 
until  the  next  June  court,  onn-hulf  of  Iha  ohiii^  to 
be  pahl  by  Taunton  to  I'lyiuouth,  acouriling  to  iha 
engagement  of  John  Biuhniond,  llitiir  ngeiit,  aail  ilte 
court  would  then  make  u  llnal  detenu Inatiun.  i^uh- 
HiK|ucntly  the  sum  fixed  fur  each  town  tu  jiuy  tu  imo 
Robert  Itawson  for  hjs  aupporl  was  throe  »hillini;a  a 
week.  At  the  July  court,  ICSS,  the  U>wu  of  Durl- 
niouth  was  nolitied  to  send  an  agent  tu  the  court,  with 
other  towns  where  tlie  said  liiuinou  hud  uf  liiit-  Iwcu 
residing,  that  their  allegations  might  be  euusidereJ 
pro  and  con ;  but  it  was  made  to  appear  tli&t  he  had 
for  a  considerable  time  immediately  before  Ihu  war 
been  in  Dartmouth,  whereby  lie  seemed  as  |>ri>liaUy 
to  belong  to  that  tiiwn  as  to  any  other,  and  the  court 
therefore  ordered  Dartmouth  to  keep  liliu  until  the 
October  court.  In  July,  1tiS3,  the  final  onlor  wu 
made  that  Plymouth  aliould  maintain  him  until  thwr 
year  viuu  expired,  and  then  Tuuntou  to  tnko  liim  for 
a  year,  and  so  they  were  tu  entertuin  him  KltoTiMloly 
»  year  at  u  lime,  until  it  should  be  fuumi  jrtHt  and 
ec|uul  that  some  other  town  should  bear  u  part 
therein.  No  more  sharply  conlosted  suits  oro  tried 
in  our  courts  at  the  present  time  than  those  betweeu 
towus  as  to  the  support  of  puupers.  The  method  of 
ilividing  the  responsibility,  in  doubtful  ciisoa,  Ik- 
Lweun   two  ur  iiioro  towns,  however,  is   iiu    longer 

In  1G83  the  proHls  of  the  Cape  lishery  were  divided 
iimoiig  sevcnil  towns  for  the  honefit  of  tliv  ncIiihiIs  as 
follows:  "To  Ihirnstablc  sciiolu,  twelve  puuiiil;  to 
Duibnrrow  scoole,  eight  pound;  to  Reholmth  itciHilc, 
five  pound ;  to  Tauntun  acoole,  three  |>ound  ;  and  two 
pound  to  Mr.  Daniel  Smith."  Mr.  Suiitli  was  of  Ke- 
lioboth,  and  was  fur  many  years  one  of  the  Qoveniur's 
assistants,  as  also  several  times  chosen  one  of  the  coui- 
inissiouers  of  the  United  Colonies. 

At  the  court  in  July,  KiSft,  Moses  Kuapp,  of  Taun- 
ton, appeareil  und  gave  bonds  to  appear  at  the  October 
court,  to  make  further  answer  unto  such  particulars 
OS  should  be  inquired  of  or  laid  i«  his  charge  coii- 
cerning  the  death  of  Richard  Stephens,  Jr.,  of  TaUu- 
ton.     At  the  October  court  this  is  the  reuord : 


gomy  ol 


Uu  King  fur  Oiia  ailauf,  tui,  llu  itUl  Kut 


TAUNTON. 
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fviring  hiniMlf  to  the  Ooart,  the  Court,  coniiderfng  It  %ru  cmuaI,  and 
he  ciMired  bj  the  purty  before  his  death,  and  no  relation  appearing 
•gainst  him,  do  therefore  admonlah  the  lald  Knapp  and  disniln  him.** 

It  has  been  mentioned  that  liichard  Paul  was  li- 
censed in  1640  to  keep  a  victualing-house  at  Taunton. 
That  included  the  privilege  of  selling  liquors  under 
the  strict  regulations  imposed  by  the  law.  In  June, 
1644,  it  is  recorded,  "  William  Parker  is  licensed  to 
draw  wine  at  Taunton.'' 

In  August,  1668,  **  liberty  is  granted  unto  Thomas 
Ijconnrti,  of  Taunton,  scn'r,  to  sell  strong  liquors  and 
wine  in  the  said  town  betwixt  this  date  and  the  Court 
to  bo  holdcti  at  Ply  mouth  in  June  next,  and  that  he 
observe  the  orders  of  Court  as  are  extant  about  selling 
liquors  and  wine,  and  that  he  keep  good  order  in  his 
house  with  them  to  whom  he  sells  any."  The  follow- 
ing March  the  court,  "understanding  that  James 
Leonard,  of  Taunton,  having  buried  his  wife,  and  in 
that  respect  not  being  so  capable  of  keeping  a  publick 
house,  there  being  also  another  ordinary  in  the  town, 
do  call  in  the  said  Leonard  his  license.'' 

In  Blarch,  1677,  Edward  Rew  was  granted  a  license 
to  keep  an  ordinary  at  Taunton,  and  it  was  enjoined 
upon  him  "that  he  keep  good  orders  in  his  house, 
that  so  no  abuse  be  suffered  by  him  on  that  account." 
July  following,  Nicholas  White,  of  Taunton,  was  fined 
thirty  pounds  for  selling  liquor  to  the  Indians  several 
times  contrary  to  law. 

In  June,  K570,  .Tames  Walker  was  licensed  to  keep 
an  ordinary  at  Taunton,  with  the  usual  injunction  to 
keep  good  order  and  suffer  no  damage  to  be  done. 
Edward  llcw  had  died  the  previous  year  leaving  a 
widow,  whom  Walker  had  married,  he  having  lost  his 
wife  about  that  time. 

In  June,  1685,  we  find  it  recorded,  "  The  court  hath 
granted  liberty  to  Sergt.  William  Withercll,  of  Taun- 
ton, t^)  retail  cider,  beer,  and  strong  liquors,"  and  in 
October  following  "the  court  have  granted  liberty  to 
Thomas  Leonard  and  Shadrach  Wilbore,  both  of 
Taunton,  to  sell  strong  liquors  by  the  gallon,  so  that 
they  arc  cjircful  not  to  sell  to  such  as  will  abuse  the 
saine.'^  In  the  ])roprietor3'  records,  under  date  of 
Doc.  I.*?,  1(160,  "Thomas  Harvey,  of  the  ordinary,"  is 
spoken  of.  It  is  probable  that  others  not  mentioned 
in  the  records  sought  and  obtained  what  seems  to  have 
been  regarded  as  the  valuable  privilege  of  "  keeping 
tavern"  and  selling  liquor.  The  license-fee  fixed  for 
retailers  in  Taunton  in  1669  was  two  pounds. 

The  territory  of  the  colony  was  infested  with  wolves 
in  the  early  days  to  such  an  extent  that  vigorous 
measures  were  taken  by  the  General  Court  and  jthc 
towns  for  their  extermination.  As  early  as  1642  it 
was  enacted  by  the  court  that  all  the  towns  within 
the  government  should  make  wolf-traps,  and  bait 
them,  and  look  to  them  daily  under  penalty  of  ten 
shillings  for  every  trap  that  should  be  neglected.  The 
number  reqiiirefl  jo  be  made  by  the  several  towns  was, 
for  Plymoiit/i,  f\y^^.  for  Duxburrow,five;  forScituate, 
four;   for  ^'»'J(K  J]|,  three;   for  Taunton,  two;   for 


Yarmouth,  three;  for  Barnstable,  three;  for  Mans- 
field, two.  In  1665  two  wolf-traps  were  required  in 
each  town  under  a  penalty  of  five  pounds  for  neglect 
therein.  Bounties  were  offered  for  trapping  and  kill- 
ing wolves.  Five  bushels  of  corn  for  every  wolf 
killed  were  at  one  time  allowed,  and  to  an  Indian 
half  a  pound  of  powder  and  two  pounds  of  shot 
Afterwards  a  coat  of  trading  cloth  was  given  to  every 
Indian  killing  a  wolf,  and  fifteen  shillings  a  head  to 
the  English.  In  the  lay-out  of  lands  by  the  pro- 
prietors the  wolf-traps  are  often  mentioned  to  fix  a 
boundary  or  locality. 

A  few  names  of  such  as  claimed  the  bounties  for 
killing  wolves  are  given  in  the  Colonial  Records.  It 
may  interest  our  modern  sportsmen  to  know  who  some 
of  the  ancient  Taunton  wolf-hunters  were.  In  1690 
the  account  for  Taunton  was, — 

Henry  Hodges,  of  Taunton,  one;  Joseph  Leonard, 
of  Taunton,  killed  by  an  Indian,  one;  Richard  Steph- 
ens, of  Taunton,  one ;  Thomas  Briggs,  Sr.,  of  Taun- 
ton, one. 

In  1691  the  following  was  the  list:  Daniel  Briggs, 
one;  Thomas  Briggs,  one;  Mr.  Giles  Gilbert,  one; 
Thomas  Briggs,  Sr.,  one;  Richard  Stephens,  four; 
Joseph  White,  two. 

No  more  important  local  oflice  was  created  by  the 
General  Court  than  that  of  selectman.  It  is  not  quite 
certain  when  the  first  law  relating  to  the  office  was 
passed.  In  1658  it  was  enacted  by  the  court  that  one 
or  two  of  the  selectmen  whom  the  court  should  ap- 
point in  each  township,  be  empowered  to  administer 
an  oath  in  all  cases  committed  to  them,  and  to  grant 
executions  for  the  collection  of  judgments,  and  that 
they  should  be  under  oath.  In  certain  action  taken 
by  the  court,  in  1653,  relating  to  Thomas  Brayman,  of 
Taunton,  already  referred  to,  "such  of  the  town  of 
Taunton  who  are  deputed  by  the  said  town  to  order 
the  especial  affairs  thereof"  are  mentioned.  Again, 
in  1657,  the  five  selectmen  are  referred  to  by  name. 
It  does  not  appear  that  any  law  was  passed  requiring 
the  towns  to  choose  selectmen  until  1662.  In  vol. 
ii.  of  Plymouth  Colony  Records,  which  is  a  volume  of 
laws,  the  date  of  this  law  is  given  as  1665.  It  is  not 
until  1666  that  lists  of  the  selectmen  for  the  several 
towns  are  given  in  the  above-named  records,  but  from 
that  time  forward  they  are  given  regularly.  The  first 
section  of  the  law  is  as  follows : 


**It  In  enacted  liy  the  conrt,  that  in  erery  town  In  this  Jnriidlction 
there  be  throe  or  flfe  neioctnien  choMn  by  the  townnmen  out  of  the 
frrenien,  snch  an  ehnll  bo  appro? ed  by  the  court,  for  the  better  manng- 
Ing  of  tlie  affairs  of  tlie  reepectiTe  townshipa,  and  Uiat  thetelectmon  In 
efery  (own  or  tlm  nii^or  part  of  them«  are  hereby  empowered  to  hear 
and  determine  all  debts  and  diCTerencet  arieing  between  person  and  per- 
son within  their  respectife  townships  not  exceeding  forty  shillings;  as 
also  they  are  hereby  empowered  to  hear  and  determine  all  dllTerencee 
arising  betwixt  any  Indians  and  the  English  of  their  respectife  town- 
shi|is  abont  damage  done  in  com  by  the  cows,  swine,  or  any  other  beasts 
belonging  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  respectlre  townships,  and  the 
determination  of  the  aboTesald  diflTorences  not  being  satisflmi  as  waa 
agreed,  tlie  party  wronged  to  repair  to  some  magistrate  for  a  warrant  to 
receive  such  award  by  distraint.** 
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By  another  seLtioii  they  were  Kutluirixcd  t 
o  periioiiH  coinplainuil  u(  aiiil  Ui  hi 


It  it  nut  (|u[te  acuiiralo  to  uuy  llint  thin  Iilw  crenlcd 
tho  oBico  of  Helectiiiiiii.  It  wns  rutlior  rccognlKing  a. 
very  uaeful  clnaa  al  officen  Already  existing  In  the 
towns,  giving  tlicin  the  sanction  of  the  general  law 
Hnd  clothing  them  with  broader  and  more  comjiro- 
hcnaive  pawtrii.  In  1647,  "  the  seven  men  chosen  hy 
tlio  inhubituiila  of  Taiiutun  aforcauid,  to  ordor  ihu 
affiiirt  of  the  town  fur  that  present  year,"  execnte  a 
deed  in  behalf  of  the  town  to  Uenry  Andrews,  It  ia 
not  to  be  tuppoKed  that  UiU  wna  thu  first  year  auch 
officers  were  chosen.  The  inference  is  nut  uoaily  re- 
■isted  that  it  itaa  the  coutinualiun  uf  tliut  iiauful  liudy 
of  prudential  olSceni  spoken  of  in  an  urder  of  tho 
Oenerul  Court,  given  on  a  prevluiis  page,  us  "thoBi.> 
aeven  first  freemen,  men  of  Taunton,  that  have  under- 
gone great  travel  ami  charges  about  the  attending  uf 
the  courte,  laying  out  of  lands,  and  other  occasions 

The  adjoining  town  of  Rehoboth,  in  1644,  the  very 
fiiBt  yearofttieir  organization  an  a  town,  made  choice 
of  nine  men  who  were  styled  townsmen,  for  the  de- 
ciding of  controversies  between  party  and  party,  the 
proposing  of  nien'ii  levies  to  be  made  and  paid,  and 
fur  the  well  ordering  of  the  town  afiiiin.  In  lilaku'a 
"  AnnaU  of  Dorcheuler,"  under  date  of  1633,  it  ia  suid, 
"Thia  year  the  plantation  began  the  practice  of 
choosing  men  that  we  now  call  selectmen  or  luwiut- 
men.  They  chose  twelve  this  yeiir  to  order  thu  ullUirs 
of  thu  plantation."  In  the  Mamuiuhusutbi  Oolunlal 
Itecords,  under  date  of  1G4T,  eolecled  town«ineu  urn 
first  spoken  of.  In  all  thetie  references  there  can  be 
no  doubt  that  the  same  class  uf  officers  is  intended, 
The  creation  of  such  a  class  of  utHcers  seems  to  have 
been  the  spontaneous  act  of  thoiw  little  domocrnciea 
called  towns.  And  nothing  more  strikingly  shows  the 
genius  for  self-government  pussensed  by  the  early 
aettlen  of  New  England. 

At  first,  and  before  they  were  recognized  by  tlie 
general  law,  their  functions  and  duties  were  pruden- 
tial and  iidministrativB.  AAerwurds  their  powers  and 
responsibilities  were  widely  extended.  The  oath  of 
office  was  as  follows;  "You  shall,  according  to  tlie 
measure  of  wisdom  and  discretion  God  hath  given 
you.  fuitlifully  and  impartially  try  all  such  uusea  be- 
tween party  and  party  brought  before  you,  aa  also 
give  summons  respecting  your  trust  uceonling  to 
order  of  the  Court  as  a  Selectmau  of  tlie  Town  of 
for  this  present  year,     So  help  yon  God." 

Besides  the  holding  of  courts  for  small  causes,  they 
vere  to  take  notice  of  such  in  their  towmthips  aa 
should  neglect,  through  prufaneness  or  aluthfulnees, 
to  come  to  the  public  worship  of  Uod,  and  require  au 
account  of  them  ;  to  see  that  no  single  person  be  suf- 
fered! to  live  by  himself  or  in  iiny  family  but  such  as 
they  should  approve  of;  to  have  a  vigilant  eye  over 
tbeir  brethren  and  neighbors  j  to  see  that  parents  and 


tthA     * 


masters  have  their  children  tnd  servauls  taught  tfat 
common  branches  of  education ;  to  give  in  the  namei 
of  such  OA  niisHpend  their  time ;  to  bind  out  ueglect«il 
children  ;  to  lake  mitiuo  uf  all  wl<»  ointe  iiitu  (Jis 
guvernment  without  the  ApproUntiuu  of  tho  Goveruor 
nr  two  asiistaniB,  and  to  make  provision    for  tht- 

To  Kueh  important,  respoiMible,  and  delicate  dotio 
wer<!  Oeorge  Hall,  Richard  Williama,  Walter  Hcnn, 
James  Walker,  in.d  William  Uaiyvy  ttnlUxl,  when,  i» 
IGGti,  they  were  approved  by  tho  General  Conn  a*  m- 
loctmen  of  Taunton.  The  peculiar  nature  of  thne 
duties  suggeatcil  the  apt  name  long  ugo  applied  to 
thcae  odiceni  of  "  fathers  of  the  town." 

Thu  law  that  must  nearly  uflcclcd  Tnoiilon  as  a 
town  was  that  passed  in  IGBS,  dividing  tlio  cnfony 
into  three  counties.  This  law  is  not  tn  bo  found  in 
the  publishe<l  volumes  of  I'lymuutli  Cutuny  IteconU. 
It  was  contained  iu  a  revised  etlition  of  lliv  colony 
laws  published  in  1685,  and  may  now  ho  lound  Ui  tli* 
"  Compact  Charter  and  Laws  of  (he  Colony  u(  New 
riymouth,"  published  in  1836,  under  autliufily  of  a 
resolve  of  the  Hassachusetta  Legislature.  It  in  tlicr« 
said  that  there  is  no  niitnuscript  copy  of  It  exiitiug, 
Eitrnctd  from  it  aru  here  given.  . 

Tlie  first  section  :  J 

'■  II  !•  onUiwi  by  Ibta  CkiBrt  uul  Ibt  AuUwri[]r  Uismiri  U^l  O^J 
■■•■n  l>t  In  iliU  Culuu>  ihiH  Ouiiiilli^  iiHl  Ib't  In  wuli  Ouuni;  UhM^ 
■  li.n  ba  liii|il  ■iiuiulljlwuOiuiiuCuiirU)  wkkli  Ovurb  iliiiU  U  kt«(  * 
bf  ib>ll*itl>i»lMUTiii([iiilia*aiiinI  Untuliaiirlijr  uqr  otlin  ■■<■•■ 

icil  Im  Uim>  lJ<nH  HK(l>Iniln  or  AwxteM,  luH  to  ua  uw  >han  JuJc 


e  socurid  clause  of  the  third  section : 


Section  thirteen : 

mcli  iBBtlon  cr  Ki|iil[]r  Id  Ohk  ur  Ac 

i>r  un  Ulr11|(>auu.lil»Dli  ur  CDriuiiul>  Himulll  (n.t  U»»<>M>,  "t  U«  Ilk* 

It  wim  ordered  by  the  General  Court "  that  in  tlie 
County  of  Bristol  there  be  three  Associates,  at  county 
in  agist  rates — one  at  Tiinnton,  one  at  Littlo  UumpUiu, 
and  one  ut  Dartmouth."  Mr.  George  Maccy,  of 
Taunton,  Mr.  Joseph  Church,  of  Liitlu  (Jomptim, 
and  Capl.  tietJi  Pope,  of  Dartmouti],  were  l-Iiumu. 
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The  same  number  were  to  be  chosen  in  each  of  the 
other  counties. 

The  manner  in  which  the  county  of  Bristol  was 
constituted  was  very  displeasing  to  Taunton,  as  is 
shown  by  the  following  vote : 

•*  Taunton  ye  2«**  of  M«y  1(J89.  Tli©  town  of  Tunnton  by  rote  elected 
Ckpt.  TltomfM  Ijeonard  And  Natlmniel  WIlliAnu  De|mtiee  for  this  Conrt« 
•nd  order  nnd  inipr«>Tc  them  to  net  for  ye  K<»od  of  ye  Oniony  In  geneml 
nnd  fornn  In  tlilN  town  In  imrtlmlnr,  nnd  to  do  tlmlr  ntnioHt  endraivoni 
to  get  til  in  town  free  from  under  ye  Oninty  of  nrietol  which  the  town 
ftlwnyt  hare  lieen  nnwllllng  to  anbralt  unto,  and  do  now  unanlmoualy 
rMfdre  against  It  for  theae  reaaona; 

"I**  We  homhlyjndge  that  neither  Court  or  Depntiee  had  power  to 
•ell  118  or  onr  piivliegea  to  nristol  no  more  than  to  sell  ua  to  the  French 
without  onr  knowledge  or  approbation  of  ye  town ; 

**  V  Tliat  ye  Connty  ratea  have  been  made  upon  us  with  an  exceas 
above  onr  due  pro|«ortltin,  and  more  than  we  apprehend  we  alionld  have 
been  rated  If  under  ye  Oninty  of  Plymouth ;  npon  theee  grounds  we 
judge  It  liehooTes  ns  to  labor  to  return  to  Plymouth  again  where  at  flrat 
we  were. 


n 


Whatever  endeavors  were  made  by  the  deputies  for 
tlie  end  dcsirctl  proved  of  no  avail.  The  next  attem]>t 
made  W!i9  to  procure  some  of  the  courts  to  be  held  at 
Taunton. 

**  Tills  11<^  day  of  May,  1G93,  the  town  hath  Toted:  Whereas  we  the 
inhabitants  of  Tannton  Jndging  it  to  be  for  ye  public  benefit  of  ye  prov- 
ince that  at  least  one  of  ye  Superior  Courts,  If  not  some  of  ye  Inferior 
Courts,  be  kept  at  Taunton,  It  l>elng  so  mnrli  In  ye  centre  of  ye  colony, 
and  ye  greatneiis  of  our  number,  compared  with  our  neighbor  towns,  do 
order  the  selectmen  to  write  a  petition  to  ye  next  General  Court  to  b« 
held  by  ye  Governor  Council  and  Ilepresentatlvee,  that  we  may  have 
one  or  more  of  ye  Courts  held  hero  In  Taunton.** 

Most  faithfully  did  the  selectmen  perform  the  duty 
assigned  them.  The  original  petition  is,  fortunately, 
preserved  in  the  State  archives,  and  is  well  worth  a 
place  here. 

"  Divers  pleas  of  the  selectmen  of  Tannton  In  the  behalf  of  the  Town 
to  lie  preflnnted  to  such  as  are  willing  to  know  the  trne  grounds  why 
they  make  claim  to  the  ei\Joyment  of  Courts  in  their  Town.** 

The  committee  notice  first  Bristol's  principal  plea 
against  it,  viz.:  "Some  clause  inserted  in  their  deed 
from  our  former  government  that  they  should  be  the 
County  town  when  the  County  came  to  be  divided 
into  roiiiitics.  Thereupon  they  plead  they  bought 
the  privilege  with  the  soil." 

'*  Ans.  They  gave  not  the  more  price  for  the  toil  on  account  of  that 
privilege  and  how  can  a  man  be  said  to  buy  a  thing  when  nothing  was 
to  lie  imid  for  it." 

"2d.  The  General  Court  gave  no  Instnictlons  to  Gov.  Winslow  and 
the  other  gentlemen  employed  in  that  afTair  to  sell  or  promise  that 
privlb'gc  to  BrlHtoI." 

**Tlio  promise  of  Gov.  Winslow  and  a  few  more  Is  not  like  the  law  of 
the  Bledes  and  Persians.** 

**  Having  thus  nnswerefl  nristoPs  grand  argument  It  remains  to  show 
the  equity  and  coiivonirncy  that  Taunton  do  enjoy  some  If  not  all  the 
Conrtfi  held  in  this  County. 

"  Int.  Tannton  is  the  moat  ancient  plantation  In  the  Connty,  ami  not 
many  In  th«t  Provinre  tliat  were  planted  liefore  It,  and  by  reason  of 
their  antiquity  Tannton  has  still  looked  upon  It  as  their  birthright  to 
enjoy  Courts  among  them.  And  some  have  observed  that  estates  seldom 
thrive  when  the  eldest  son  Is  deprived  of  his  double  portion. 

**  2d.  The  inhnbltants  of  Tannton  being  the  first  adventurers  into  snch 
Inlniid  plnr««  were  coimeqnently  exposed  to  many  di^Tlcultlea,  as  to  go  on 
foot  to  Ply  month  or  Dorchmter  to  get  corn  ground  Into  meal,  and  other 
hardshi|M  too  many  here  to  relate.  Therefore  hoped  their  haaards  and 
hardships  should  hare  been  rewarded  with  such  privileges  as  to  have 
Courts  among  tliom  In  their  own  Town. 


*'  3d.  Were  Bristol  a  popnlons  city  or  a  place  of  grmX  trade  by  land 
or  sea,  so  aa  to  occasion  moat  work  for  Courts,  as  was  hoped  at  the  flrat 
promising  settlement.  It  were  reason  then  that  they  should  be  con- 
sidered ;  but  seeing  it  Is  not  so,  no  reason  that  the  other  Inhabitants  of 
the  County  should  be  borthened  to  go  snch  long  stony  Journeys  for  the 
olioervance  of  formalitiea  of  law  and  order.  In  this  case  should  l>e  con- 
sidered rather  what  will  be  for  the  ease  of  the  major  part  of  the  people 
an(\  not  for  a  handful,  no  reason  the  greater  part  of  the  people  should 
ride  throiigli  the  centre  of  the  County  Into  the  most  remote  nook  in  the 
circumference  of  It,  ns  they  do  when  they  ride  to  Mount  Hope  Neck  to 
('-tiurt.  It  would  lie  gi rater  ease  to  Freetown,  T<lttle  Oumpton,  and  Dart- 
mouth to  come  to  Court  to  Taunton  than  to  Bristol,  especially  consider- 
ing an  ungovernable  river  betwixt  Bristol  and  them,  so  that  they  must 
pass  over  two  ferries  to  get  thither,  and  if  a  storm  arise  on  the  Court 
day  morning  must  ride  many  miles  to  head  said  river  before  they  can 
get  to  Bristol,  and  expect  to  pay  a  line  for  not  coming  soon  enough. 

*'4th.  It  tends  to  the  creating  and  maintaining  good  respect  In  the 
minds  of  the  people  towards  their  authority  and  Judges  when  they  are 
si>ectAtor8  of  their  wise  and  orderly  administration,  and  puts  a  blast  on 
those  111  reports  fomented  against  their  authority,  as  it  Is  in  a  manner 
lost  when  the  most  popnlons  plaeea  are  neglected  and  not  made  the 
theatre  of  their  actions  who  are  Uieir  rulers,  but  they  ride  into  a  comer 
to  manage  the  great  afflilni  of  the  Connty.  Why  should  a  candle  be  put 
under  a  bushel,  and  where  should  a  physician  be  but  where  there  is 
most  nerd  of  his  applications  ? 

*'  Most  of  the  actions  and  lawsuits  arising  in  any  Town  of  this  Connty 
(except  in  Bristol  itself)  are  concerning  the  titles  and  bounds  of  lands, 
in  which  cases  the  m<ist  ancient  inhabitants  are  l»est  witnesses,  having 
been  present  at  the  lionnding  of  most  lands,  and  whoae  memories  are 
our  best  records,  through  the  brokenness  of  ancient  times.  These  ancient 
witnesses  are  too  old  to  travel  twenty  miles  to  Court,  and  the  presence  of 
a  grave  ancient  person  orally  attesting  to  what  he  knows  and  explain- 
ing his  tentimony.  Is  of  far  more  advantage  to  a  case  than  some  shat- 
tered evidence  he  sends  from  home  in  writing. 

**  fith.  Taunton  is  nearer  to  Boston  than  Bristol  is  by  twenty  miles  at 
least,  which  will  save  so  much  riding  through  very  bad  way  for  the  hon- 
ored Judges  of  the  Grcnit  in  case  the  Superior  Court  be  removed  from 
Bristol  to  Taunton. 

"  Upon  these  gronnds  our  Town  humbly  desires  that  they  may  e^Joy 
at  least  one  or  more  of  the  quarter  Sessions  and  one  Superior  Court  If 
they  cannot  obtain  more  they  hope  they  shall  not  be  put  off  with  less. 

"  Snlscribefl  in  behalf  of  town  by  James  Leonard,  Henry  Leonard, 
Tliomaa  Dean,  Shadrach  Wllbore,  Peter  Walker,  Selectmen. 

••  TAUirroit,  May  2»,  1693.** 

But  this  re^iuest  met  with  no  better  fate  at  the 
hands  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Massachusetts  Prov- 
ince than  the  former  one  at  the  hands  of  the 
Plymouth  Court.  Taunton  had  to  wait  more  than 
fifty  years  for  the  advent  of  a  County  Court.  In 
1746  the  province  Legislature  passed  an  act  pro- 
viding that  "  from  and  after  the  thirteenth  day 
of  November,  1746,  the  town  of  Taunton  shall  be 
and  hereby  is  made  and  established  the  county  or 
shire-town  of  the  county  of  Bristol."  Under  this  act 
the  first  County  Court,  being  the  Inferior  Court  of 
Common  Pleas,  was  held  at  Taunton  the  second 
Tuesday  of  December,  1746,  being  the  ninth  day  of 
the  month.  The  magistrates  present  were  Seth  Wil- 
liams, George  Iveonard,  and  Stephen  Paine.  Timo- 
thy Fales  was  the  clerk  of  the  court. 

The  rates  imposed  upon  tlie  several  towns  by  the 
court  for  the  payment  of  public  charges  affords  a 
basis  for  judging  of  their  comparative  wealth  and 
population.  In  1677  the  rate  of  Taunton  was  £16; 
that  of  Scituate,  £30  10». ;  of  Barnstable,  £24  5«. ; 
of  Sandwich,  £22  169.;  of  Plymouth,  £19;  of  Yar- 
mouth and  Marshfield,  £18  10».  each.  The  rates  of 
the  other  towns  were  less  than  that  of  Taunton, 
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Bwansea,  the  least,  being  £5.  la  )tJS9  tlie  court 
pawed  the  following,  which  is  of  interest  u  >ho«> 
ing  the  value  of  various  kioda  of  penuiial  nnd  real 
property : 

"  Ddolxt  jt  W.  IMnt.    Oidanl  kj  Ui*  Omlrl  llml  Uii  nlKUan  tif 
■ub  tanu  Ukt  on  ruttbwjih  la  uka  ■  •duKluu  ut  lb*  HUM  if  tuk 


TaukiD. 


It  will  be  seen  that  the  valuAtlon  of  Taunton  wu 
larger  than  any  other  town  in  the  countj,  and  more 
thau  Iwo  and  a  half  timee  larger  thuu  Bristol,  which 
waa  made  the  shire-tiiwn.  Bristol  had  been  incor- 
porateU  only  five  yeure,  Tauutan  forty-nix  yeuni. 
It  it  no  wonder  tlint  Taunton  felt  diasatiilied  and 
wronged  hy  the  preferetice  given  to  Bristol.  But 
Bristol  was  purehiised  and  settled  by  Bosiim  gentle- 
men of  conaideruble  prominence,  and  attracted  Ibitber 
men  of  wealth  and  enterprise,  who  expected  to  muLe 
of  it  an  important  seaport.  The  innuonco  of  Uieite 
men,  with  tbeir  promising  expectations,  doubtless 
secured  tlie  selection  of  Bristol  for  the  sbire-town. 

Thus  far  the  records  of  Plymouth  Colony  have  fnr- 
nisbcd  important  materials  for  this  history.  They 
have  given  a  graphic  picture  not  only  of  the  public 
afl'uirs  of  tlie  towns  hut  of  the  »icial  and  private  life 
of  the  inhabitants.  Those  whose  curiosity  would 
seek  further  to  disclose  the  faults  and  failings,  tlie 
frailties  even,  of  their  uncestora,  may  find  their  curi- 
osity abundantly  gratiBcd  in  these  tpiaint  and  out- 
spoken records.  The  attempt  to  rcstriiin  and  remove 
by  severe  and  degrading  punishments  evils  of  a 
social  and  private  nature  which  the  greater  practical 
wimlom,  or  the  looser  principleu  of  this  age,  would 
witbdraw  from  the  domain  of  legiBlutiori  end  the 
courts,  shows  how  high  was  our  fatliers'  BtanUard  of 
morality. 

The  charter  of  the  province  of  Massnchusetts  Bay 
paHsed  the  seals  Oct.  7,  1G9I.  The  last  General  Ckmrt 
of  I'lymouth  Colony  of  which  there  is  any  record 
was  held  July  7,  1(>91,    The  greater  and  uiure  Hnibi- 


tlous  colony  *lMorI>ed  the  lesa,  nnd  tha 
history  of  riyinoulli  Colony  was  fluished. 

From  tho  old  proprictorti'  records  aueh  aatracta 
be  made  as  will  best  serve  to  iltustrnic  the  liistary 
progroM  of  the  town.     For  many  yean  there  aeeo 
have  been  no  separate  town  records  kept,  but  the  two 
were  combined  and  iutermingleil  without  reference  to 
urdcr  or  chronology.    The  larger  part  of  the  anujciit 
town  records  were  coiiBUinoti  in  tlio  <liiuuLruUB  &n 
1838,  and  there  la  no  one  now  living  wlia  en 
far  back  they  extended  u»  so|>arulc  reciinla. 
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The  Rikte.  £    a.     d.  Ilemts.  Acret. 

Tlioiniw  Owwell ..  11  3  0  42 

Willow  WcMwIy 5  7  8  17 

Slindnirh  >Vllbora 12  0  3  33 

Il<»lirrt  GmOTnian 0  8  7  33 

JohnOibl) 12  ...  2  30 

Henry  Aiidrevre 18  3  3  44 

wOliii  I^MinCa**** •*••••••••••••••••••••   I        8     10  8  7v 

lioMkinh  Hour 12      1  fi  36 

Antlionj  81«)riim ..    10      4  6  M 

ItiehAnl  Williams 1  13  0  10  01 

Thomns  Jones 4  3  3  10^ 

Robert  Thornton 3  10  ...  10 

William  Shepnrd 5  ...  10  32 

Jurni^  li^onnrd 18  ...  10  M 

Nathan iH  Wood wurd 2  ...  ...  ft 

Timothy  llolloway „  

"Jan.  6, 1660.  It  was  agre«Nl  by  a  free  rote  of  the  town  tliat  all 
orpliana  or  fatlierlMi  children  shall  hare  their  rights  In  all  dlTlslons  of 
landR  which  are  due  antothem  according  to  proportion.** 

**  Nor.  11, 1G62.  It  was  roted  by  the  town  that  none  but  those  that  are 
rrni  pnn'liam*ni  shall  be  rated  to  the  nito  which  Is  to  lie  made  to  derray 
the  chnrgo  which  the  purchasers  are  liable  to  pay  for  the  measuring  or 
laying  out  of  the  town  bonnds.** 

"Nov.lt,  1GC2.  It  was  agreed  by  the  purchasers  of  the  town,  and 
fully  rotrtl  In  a  public  town«mertln|;,  that  tho  rhargos  of  the  Inyingniut 
of  thi*  town  iNMinds  shall  t>o  lovioil  uimmi  rvery  purchase  lot  Cfiuaily 
alike.** 

*'  Pec.  9, 16C2.  It  was  Toted  by  the  town  that  the  former  act  of  divid- 
ing of  lands  by  heads  and  estates  shall  be  of  no  force  for  the  future.** 

The  first  meeting-house  was  built  by  Henry  An- 
drews, nt  what  date  is  not  known,  but  in  1647  the 
town  by  their  committee  conveyed  to  him  in  pay- 
ment thereof  the  calf  pasture  granted  to  the  town  in 
1G4G. 

A  co})y  of  the  deed  is  here  given  : 

"DRADrORD  Gov*iu 

•*  ThU  indenture  fottowiHtf  teas  rtcnrded  hy  order  from  the  Court : 

"This  Indenture  niaile  the  eleventh  day  of  the  second  month  in  the 
yearof  our  liord  1047  between  the  inhabitants  of  Tnuuton  In  the  colony 
of  New  Plymouth  in  New  England  of  the  one  part;  and  Henry  Andrews 
Inhnbitnnt  of  (ho  snid  pinntnlion  of  Taunton  within  the  colony  of  Now 
riynioiiih  in  New  England  of  the  other  part,  witnesscth  that  whereas 
there  wiik  a  certain  (mrcel  of  land  or  neck  of  land  api>ertainlngunto  the 
Iiihnliitniilfi  of  Tsuutnn  aforewild  called  by  the  inhabitants  their  calves 
imiilurc,  Tlint  this  mid  piiicel  or  neck  of  land,  It  lying  and  ticiiig  lioundod 
by  the  (ji-c<it  River  from  the  land  of  Kichard  Williams  Inhabitant  of 
Tfuiiiton  beitiling  It  the  wald  neck  at  the  up]>er  bounds  thereof,  and  the 
Innd  of  («eorRo  Hall,  inhal'ltant  of  Taunton  heading  It  the  lower  bounds 
thereof  or  near  unto  It,  This  parrel  or  neck  of  land  with  Its  appnrte- 
nniice*  is  granted  and  sold  by  the  inhabitnntn  of  Taunton  aforesaid  unto 
him  the  nforemld  Henry  Andrews  and  his  heirs  and  executors  or  assigns. 
To  hnre  nnd  to  hold  forever  In  lieu  of  a  mooting  house  built  by  him  the 
nforeMtid  Henry  Andrews  for  the  Inhabitants  of  Taunton  aforetctid  for 
tlieir  full  Bnti'*f;irtion  f<»r  tho  snid  neck  of  land,  and  for  his  peaceable 
end  fli  ni  eiijityment  thereof  by  him  tho  said  Henry  Andrews  or  his  ss- 
wiRnw  or  niiy  <«r  every  of  Iheni,  It  h  further  promiseil  by  the  inhabit.ints 
nforr<«:iid  that  all  surh  manner  of  |tersi>ii8  as  have  I»een  heretofore  inliabi* 
tnntii  resident  within  tliiM  plantation  of  Taunb>n  them  or  their  heirs  or 
n^tf^HM  ever  dlinll  ciiallengn  or  demiind  any  part  or  portion  In  the  afore« 
Mid  ujvk  of  liiiid.  silinll  bo  either  satiwileil  for  their  |»art  of  the  charge 
be^toweil  thrre«>n  by  Ibo  town  in  fencing,  tliereof  to  mnke  it  asntisfno- 
tioM  or  elxo  iin  Hti(ii«n<Ml  in  innd  in  mime  other  place.  As  niso  it  is  by 
Ihcfte  piefieiilR  witnessed  and  promised  by  the  Inhabitants sforosaid,  that 
lhi«  snid  parcel  or  nerk  of  land  shnll  not  be  rated  by  the  town  aforesaid: 
nnd  for  the  l^etler  conflrmslion  of  this  deed  have  the  seven  men  cliosen 
by  (lie  inhabitants  of  Tnuuton  aforesaid  to  order  the  affairs  of  the  town 
fur  thnt  presont  year,  have  set  to  their  hands  for  the  day  and  year  flrst 
atiove  written. 

"JoHM  Smowa. 

"Otivr.H  I'URcnis. 

"Waltsb  DrANR. 

"KiciiARD  Williams. 

••  Eowabd  Ca*k.** 


Further  votes  and  orders  of  the  town  are  as  fol- 
lows : 

**  Aug.  12,  IflOl.  The  Ave  men  to  lay  oat  on  the  neck  of  land  on  the 
great  river  next  the  land  of  Jonah  Anstin,  a  trmot  of  the  town*!  land  for 
the  landing  of  hay.** 

**  Dec.  0, 1002.  Voted  that  all  lands  that  are  yet  undivided  belonging 
to  the  town  shall  for  future  time  be  divided  by  way  of  purchase. 

"Former  act  of  dividing  lands  by  heads  and  estates  canceled.** 

**  March  22, 1002.  It  Is  voted  and  granted  that  such  of  our  neighbors 
as  are  willing  to  build  and  erect  a  cart  bridge  at  the  neck  of  land  shall 
have  free  liberty  to  build  the  said  bridge  at  the  neck  of  land,  provided 
that  the  said  bridge  be  of  such  a  height  as  ordinary  carriage  of  hay  may 
paas  under,  or  boats  i«ss  under  when  they  lower  their  masts.** 

"  March  22, 1008.  At  a  town-meeting  it  Is  voted  and  sgreed  upon  by 
the  town  for  the  making  a  rate  of  six  pounds  for  the  building  of  a  horse 
bridge  over  the  Three-Htle  River  at  the  old  place  In  the  old  roadway  to 
Rehoboth.** 

"Jan.  10,1009.  It  is  voted  and  agreed  upon  by  the  town,  and  these 
ten  men  following  are  chosen  to  draw  a  list  of  the  purchasers  or  free  Iti- 
hnbitants  here  In  town  as  followeth :  James  Walker,  William  Harvey, 
Rlchnrd  Williams,  Walter  Dean,  Lieut  Macey,  Ensign  Leonard,  Aron 
Knapp,  John  Hall,  Joseph  Wlllwre,  John  Richmond. 

**  2d.  That  an  exact  list  be  taken  of  the  names  of  all  such  inhabitants 
amongst  us  that  have  right  in  division  of  lands,  that  so  these  and  none 
but  these  may  vote  aliout  the  disposing  of  landn;  and  also  that  a  list 
be  taken  of  all  the  rest  of  the  inhabitants,  to  the  Intent  that  we  may 
know  who  are  by  Gourt order  allowed  to  rote  in  town-meeting,  and  who 
not 

**3d.  And  In  the  beginning  of  each  town-meeting  the  list  of  all  the 
free  Inhatiltants  or  purchasers  shall  be  called  over,  and  If  sixteen  of  them 
with  tlie  Clerk  do  appear  at  the  time  and  place  appointed,  It  shall  be 
lawful  for  them  to  proceed  to  the  enacting  of  such  things  as  for  which 
the  town-meeting  was  sppolnted,  but  not  to  distribute  our  lands 
although  It  lie  due,  except  sixteen  of  the  purchasers  apiiear.** 

"Jan.  8, 1074.  It  Is  voted  and  agreed  by  the  town  tliat  the  committee 
chosen  formerly  the  10th  January,  1009,  them  or  the  nu^or  part  of  them 
shall  have  full  power  to  draw  np  a  list  of  the  purchasers  or  proprietors 
of  tills  town,  and  how  lands  shall  be  settled  and  oonflrmed  to  the  pur- 
chasers or  proprietors  so  that  the  town  may  be  freed  from  future  dam* 
nge,  and  also  no  man  barred  of  his  Just  right,  and  whatsoever  this  com- 
mittee, or  the  mi^or  part  of  them,  shall  agree  upon  or  do  in  or  about  the 
premises  shall  stand  Arm  and  good.** 

Another  committee  composed  of  seven  persons,  five 
of  whom  were  members  of  the  first  committee,  was 
appointed  Jan.  21,  1678,  with  very  much  the  same 
powers  and  duties  imposed  upon  the  former  one. 
They  were,  in  addition,  to  rectify  their  supposed  lost 
grants  and  town  orders.  The  reports  of  both  com- 
mittees were  presented  to  the  town  and  accepted  on 
the  same  date,  and  seem  to  have  been  considered  as 
constituting  together  a  complete  body  of  orders  for 
the  guidance  of  the  town.    They  are  here  given : 

"  To  our  btloved  brethren  and  neighbon^  (As  InhabUamU  of  th«  town  of 

Taunton^  in  the  government  of  Neto  Plff  month  : 

"  The  ronimlttee  chosen  by  the  said  town  for  to  ratify  town  ortlors  and 
grants,  and  to  bring  them  Into  a  formal  tiody  so  that  they  may  stand  In 
force,  and  aluo  to  detorniine  how  lands  shall  be  recorded  that  they  may 
bo  ctinHrmed,  Itotli  to  ourselves  and  to  our  (HMterlty. 

"Tlie  coninilttoe  wisheth  grace,  mercy,  and  fieace  In  our  I«(jrd  Jesus 
Christ. 

"Amongst  the  many  mercies  that  we  enjoy  here  In  this  wilderness 
this  ought  to  lie  accounle<l  none  of  the  least  that  we  enjoy  such  rulers 
chosen  from  amongst  oniselvos  (In  the  CommonwealUi)  and  live  under 
such  (lovernment,  by  means  whereof,  we  as  well  as  the  rest  of  the  towns 
In  this  Government,  enjoy  liberty  and  iwwer  to  make  such  town  orders 
from  time  to  timnns  we  shall  And  needful  for  the  ordering  and  man* 
nging  our  prudentinl  nffulrs  and  the  maintaining  the  worship  of  God 
nnionpit  us,  Pmvideil  tlint  no  town  onler  do  infringe  or  l>e  repugnant  to 
any  onlor  of  our  Government,  and  considering  that  God  Is  a  Go<l  of 
onler  and  not  of  cunfnuion,  and  that  he  hath  In  some  measure  put  us 
into  a  capacity  to  observe  and  be  guided  by  good  and  wholesome  orders, 
It  hnlli  iieen  looked  ufion  as  great  pity  and  neglect  that  our  town  orders 
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wlmtnorrer  tliii  oommitter,  or  the  mi^or  piirt  of  them,  Hhall  agree  upon 

or  flo.  In  or  Klxmt  the  premleet,  thiill  stand  flnn  iinil  goorl ;  we  therefore 

whoee  nnmee  are  underwritten,  lielnR  the  mi^nr  iNirt  of  mU\  rommlttee, 

do  agree  and  conrlnde  tliat  lanila  aliall  lie  rrconled  nnti*,  ronflnncd,  and 

■ettled  n|tnn  eiich  |»rrK>na,  nnto  whom  the  town  hath  alrvaily  granted  or 

diTlde«l  leiiila  hy  virtue  of  their  enjojing  either  iwrchaae  lot*  or  piir^ 

chaee  right*  to  diviRione,  wlntee  itam«^  are  on  tlie  llat  which  wo  lia? e 

drawn,  notwitlietanding  it  ie  not  herehj  intended  to  deprive  anj  peraon 

(that  remoTefl  hence)  of  hie  riglite,  but  ho  shall  have  free  liberty  to  de- 

nand  and  recover  (according  to  the  aforementioned  l«w)  hie  rights  of 

Miy  such  person  or  persons  to  whom  the  town  divided  lands,  hy  virtne 

of  his  posspssing  the  porchase  lot  or  purchnse  rights  of  any  such 

ancient  inhabitant,  wh<»  was  formerly  acceptoti  under  the  notion  of  a 

purchaser. 

"jAMfji  Walk  KM. 

**.10UN   RlCllMONO. 

"TiioMAM  lir^NAun. 

"JOSKPII    WlLBORK. 
"JOUN  IIai.u 
"  RiciiAttD  Williams. 
"Waltrr  Dbakic** 

''This  2ftlh  of  Mny,  1080.  The  town  hsth  voteil  that  they  nceept  of 
what  the  committee  halli  done;  by  the  C(»mmittee  Is  to  be  understood 
those  that  did  tiiis  day  present  whnt  they  hsd  caused  to  lie  entered  on 
the  Town  hook  of  Town  Orders,  concerning  settling  of  our  lands  and 
town  onlers. 

**  A  list  of  the  nsmes  of  the  present  purchasers  or  proprietors  of  the 
Town  of  Tnnnton  unto  whom  the  town  hnth  already  granted  or  divided 
lands,  |iy  virtue  of  their  enjoying  either  purchsselots  or  purchase  rights 
to  divisions  of  land,  as  ftdloweth : 

**  Richard  Williams  on  his  own  rights,  ft  on  that  which  wns  Henry 
Uzley*s,  ft  on  that  which  was  Anthony  Slocum's,  and  that  wliich  was 
John  Glngil's. 

**  John  Hall  end  Samuel  Hall  on  their  two  rights  which  were  Jos«»ph 
Wilson *s  and  Oenjamin  Wilson's. 

**  Jowph  Hall  on  the  rifshls  thnt  wns  his  father's. 

'*(\iplnin  Willlnni  INnde'ii  heirs  on  his  rights. 

"Iiientennnt  (leorgo  Mncey  on  his  own  rights  and  on  that  which  was 
Mr.  Dhhop's. 

*'  Willlsm  Harvey  on  his  own  rights. 

**  EflwanI  Rew  on  (he  rights  that  was  Wlllism  Goy*f . 

**  llexekish  llonr  on  his  own  rights. 

**  Wslter  Drane  on  ids  own  rights. 

**  John  Heiine  on  his  fnilter*s  rights. 

"  Henry  AndrrwR  on  bin  fnlher's  rights. 

**  Inrrease  ItobinHon  on  the  riphls  that  was  Tlinniss  Cook's. 

**  John  Odtlion  Ihn  tights  that  wss  John  Smitli's. 

**  Bir.  Thomas  Ferwell's  heirs  on  his  rights. 

**8hsdrach  Wilbore  on  the  rights  that  was  Edwanl  Tase's. 

"Thomas  Oaswcll  on  the  riglits  thnt  was  John  Klngnlow's. 

**  JanieM  l«eonnrd,  Jnnior,  on  the  rightn  that  wns  Ritlinrd  ranll's. 

**  Joweph  Wilbore  on  the  rights  that  was  Riclinrd  Smith's. 

"John  Pnilth,  Senior,  on  half  the  rights  that  was  Mr.  John  Gllberffe. 

**  Jnines  Pidlli|is  on  the  rights  thnt  was  his  father's. 

**  John  Richmond  on  the  rights  that  wns  his  father's  ft  on  the  rights 
that  wns  Blr.  Francis  Poubtyes  (Doughty). 

"  Joiinh  Austin,  Senior,  on  the  right  that  was  Willinm  Holloway's. 

**  Jonnh  Austin,  Junior,  on  the  half  purchase  rights  of  the  widow 
RaiKlirx. 

"William  Witherell  on  his  own  rights,  ft  that  which  was  Mr. 
Punn's. 

"Jidtn  Rrynnt  on  the  rights  which  wns  his  father's  and  that  which 
was  William  Scadding's. 

•*  Mnrr  Streeto  on  the  rights  thnt  wns  her  fnther'n. 

*' JoHc|di  Willis  on  the  righiR  thnt  wns  Hugh  nosnitcr's. 

"  Klrn/rr  O'Mboit  on  the  rights  of  .hdin  (Jiilieit. 

"  Tboiiinn  (lillirrt  on  the  rightn  that  wns  hi*  fnther's. 

"  Bliilnrhl  llollitwn.r  on  the  rigiils  thnt  was  Richard  Hart's. 

**  Kmnris  Smith  on  the  rights  that  was  Oliver  Purrlmso's. 

"Snmnei  Smith  on  the  rights  that  was  Jacob  Wilson's. 

"James  Ihirl  on  his  own  rights. 

"  Rirliard  Rurt  on  the  rights  thnt  wns  his  fnther's. 

"  Jnnies  Ti«lii  on  the  rifthls  that  was  David  Oreenman's. 

"  John  Tisilil,  senior,  on  his  own  rights. 

"John  Ti'dil,  Junior,  on  the  rights  that  wss  Mr.  Drake's. 

**  James  Walker,  senior,  on  his  own  rights,  ft  on  that  which  was  Mr 
John  Drown's,  ft  on  the  rights  that  waa  John  Luther's. 


"  Bf  r.  John  Poole  on  the  rights  that  was  M'ris.  niaUMth  Poole's. 

**  James  Wlat's  heirs  on  his  rights. 

**  Tliomas  Harvey,  Junior,  on  his  fkther*8  rights. 

"To  John  Strong's  riglits  we  find  several  clainiera. 

"Cliriatnplier  Thmaher  on  his  own  rights. 

•*  William  Hhepard's  heln  on  his  rights. 

"John  Hathaway  on  the  rights  tliat  was  hhi  father's. 

"  Peter  1*1tts  on  the  rights  that  was  Richard  8tasie*sand  on  the  rights 
that  was  William  Parker's. 

"Thomas  Goggan's  heirs  on  his  rights. 

"  John  Macomber,  Senior,  on  his  own  rights. 

"Israel  Dean  on  the  rights  iliat  was  Clement  Mayfleld**. 

"  Riclianl  Stasie  on  the  rights  that  was  Kdward  Raw's. 

"John  l!<Nlges  on  the  rights  that  was  his  lkther*8. 

"  William  Kvans  his  heirs  on  his  rights. 

"Aaron  Knap's  hoirs  on  his  rights. 

"  Henry  Hodges  on  the  rights  that  was  John  Gonup*B. 

"  Richard  Godfree,  senior,  on  half  the  parehase  rights  that  wm  Thomas 
Joan's. 

"  Thomas  Lincoln,  senior,  on  his  own  rights. 

"Tliomas  Lincoln,  Junior,  on  his  own  rights. 

"  George  Watson  on  the  rights  that  was  Giles  Gllbertls. 

"  Giles  Gilbert  on  the  rights  that  was  Joseph  Gllbtrtls. 

"  Robert  Grossman  on  his  own  rights. 

"  Robert  Tliomton  on  his  own  rights. 

"John  Turner  on  his  own  rights. 

**  Jsmes  Ijeonard,  senior,  on  his  own  rights. 

"  Mr.  John  Paine  on  the  rights  that  was  Ralph  Rnssell's. 

"  Tliomss  Leonard  on  the  rights  that  was  Henry  Leoiiard*s  ft  on  half 
the  purchase  rights  that  wis  Thomas  Jones*. 

"  Kdward  Dobbitt  on  his  own  rights. 

"  Samuel  Holloway  on  his  own  rights. 

"Jonathan  Briggs  on  the  rights  that  was  Benjamin  Dunham's. 

"  Nicholas  White,  senior,  on  tlie  rights  that  was  David  Ourwlthies  and 
on  the  rights  that  was  Giles  Slocum's. 

"  John  Parker's  heirs  on  his  rights. 

"  Mr.  George  Shove  on  his  own  rights. 

"  William  Haylston  on  his  own  rights. 

"  Mr.  William  Brenton  on  the  rights  that  was  Mr.  Nicholas  Street's. 

"  Those  purchasers  or  proprietors,  fore* mentioned,  are  hereby  and  by 
virtne  hereof  entitled  and  interested  only  onto  the  flrat  purchase  of  the 
township  of  Taunton  and  not  unto  any  later  purchases. 

"This  list  wan  made  and  agreed  upon  and  oonclnded  and  conArmed 
by  US  whoae  names  are  underwritten,  being  the  major  part  of  the  com- 
mittee chosen  by  tiie  town  for  that  end.    Dated  May  14, 167ft. 

"RicnARP  Williams. 
•  "  Jamrs  Walkkr. 

"Waltrr  Deame. 
"John  Richmond. 
"John  Hall. 

"JOSRPH  WlLnORR. 

"  Thomas  Lronard." 

Ill  accordance  with  their  instructions  the  committee 
drew  up  a  body  of  rules  and  orders  for  the  guidance 
of  their  affairs,  the  more  important  of  which  here 
follow : 

**  Concerning  the  offlce  of  the  selectmen,  as  they  are  chosen  by  the 
town  to  manage  tlielr  affklrs  for  the  good  of  the  whole,  their  orders  are 
as  followeth : 

"  That  the  aelectmen  or  the  major  part  of  them  shall  appoint  town- 
meetings  when  they  shall  see  a  Just  occasion  for  It,  and  that  the  select- 
men shall  manage  the  alTniia  of  the  meeting,  and  ao  that  thoee  occa- 
nioiis  for  which  the  Town-meellng  Is  warned  lie  first  dispatched  before 
any  other  mntters  t>e  iutrndnced. 

"2d.  That  none  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  town  sitall  enteriain  any 
foreigner  or  stranger  from  abroad,  except  flrst  they  got  tlie  approbation 
of  tho  selectmen,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  upon  the  penalty  of  Ave 
shlilingn  per  week,  to  be  levied  on  the  estates  of  such  ns  transgress  this 
order,  by  a  warrant  to  the  constable  ttom  some  one  of  the  selectmen ; 
likewise  n<ine  shall  come  to  inhabit  In  this  town  contrary  to  tlie  appro- 
bation of  the  selectmen,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  on  the  penalty  of 
five  shillings  a  week,  to  be  gathered  as  aforesaid. 

"3d.  In  reference  to  Town  chargen,  the  selectmen  to  take  an  account 
yearly  of  every  one  to  whom  the  Town  Is  Indebted  end  present  the  ac- 
count to  the  Town,  etc. 


I,  Ih>l  tiia  InhslilUnU  >ir  Uis  lawn  iIikII  Iu»  IIMrtjr  lu 
bring  Willi  Unjl-crlht;  iliill  tUliik  «HI,aiUi*r  pin*,  >lilM«iit,sr«lu. 
■Dd  whil  timlxr  uijr  ol  lU*  InlublUiilB  ibill  Iwiaf  u  tltm  aitd  Uinjr 
■liill  ddlitr  III!  one-liilf  al  It  iw>Iq  U  blu  Ihal  bnailit  It,  uwlng 
•llliir  U  iHMTdi  or  pluki  u  Iha  Inlublluti  ■tMll  •»•  uiih, 

1]»lri>wu(urticiiliruiHllr«iBld  Ilaiic7  AiH)n>iiiiHl. 

■n<r  ilii  dma  liaiHf,  or  ilaa  iLli  oHar  to  l«  tiT  h  aBWc 
"Jin.  !,  IMIi.  It  •*•  Tuiod  il»t  111*  Aril  >lull  )»»> 


Jaliu  nicliiDDiid'i  Uad,  unil  Iwuiwltd  ou  Iba  hhI  ou  Ui*  land  runnarl)' 
lu  IliapuKOluiiuf  Junali  Aiutln;  lh>lauillo|[-|>liK«Ba  Juaali  Auitln'i 

framllja  bigbway,  auJ  two  rijUiABd  a  L»1Mu  brcidtUfitHD  lliabniwof 

Amliu'i  land  and  Jobu  llialiuioiid'a  Uiid  (u  tli»  aiilij  laudlog-itlHCa  la  Iv 

ftniu  Uia  lud  aoma  tlue  Id  lUn  mwaalou  of  JnUii  Tlidall,  u.d  uanbail/ 
rn>m  ■  Mil  cjillad  ■  riiwi'  (AiwT)  hill  m  It  ia  buuidtd  awl  laid  out. 

"Gib.  A  laliijllig-l>laila  DD  Iba  Waal  iJdu  al  tlis  (ml  liver,  boundsd 
ioulbarlj  iiy  Ika  land  or  Halbnulal  Fraiicb,  aiid  Dunberly  u|i  Iba  rinir 
l,,„cr«k." 

low,  laid  QUI  a  laiidlug-plua  lagallf  (niiWI  unir  Uia  bouao  of  Ntitliau- 
lal  VtaDcb,  uolitalDlng  nuar  abaut  oua  Ban  vt  land,  It  bsllil  boHIHlal  al 
lbll»w«lli,  bxKi>iuli>|  11  TufluUn  Uraal  IIKsr  «>  Iba  •TMlxilf  abla  uT  t> 

■aalrrl/  alili  »r  Hid  cn»k  or  run  uf  WMlar  111]  11  DuUDi  lu  a  rtWtj  or 

■nulad  to  JuuaaTladiUa.uaw  lu  Iba  iumhIuu  or  aald  NaU.oiilal  Fiwiub, 

llDciiiiai  lu  Llia  abor*  aalrt  QtaiE  tUrar.and  lu  up  bj  Hild  tlvai  till  II 
eomit  lo  ll<a  alnTa  a>ld  miUrlT  ilda  urxld  arHk,  and  llkawlaa  ■  blita- 
wnr  laid  uiil  iwiilwrl;  lurlr  font  wid*  Id  g>»rr  purl  >i(lt  IHI II  cuioua  b> 


tbeulba  HluKuIlba 


1  la  TL'Ied  ujid  agn«d  upuu  by  Iba  tawo,  whana 
w  BWan  lu  obudn  njual  acuouul  of  luau'a  laudi 


Fifeias  but  uiily  lo  ipi  tmXM  frva. 

Sill.  Tbajr  aliall  ba>a  iiuIIiIh(  Dm-  mthMlag  tfea  oHNMot^  niMt  Iml 

iitidiill  nfuHi  or  n<i|li>e(  to  bring  la  Ilia  wlnialtr^nlaulu  Ilia  flut 


il]  put  Ilia  ihIdcIimI  and  daTniy  Ilia  IrauipurUlloii 


tliajF  go  fcum  bum*  nulll  Uiaji  caluru  konia  acalu. 

aball  buaiupbiyud  alUmirlHlvul  llkdluwu'ii  bii«lD«ia,aliall  bava  Ihuuiia' 
ball  ut  llwlr  iBij'iia  luuuBjr  uihI  Ilia  allier  half  lu  dpuiilrjr  iiuj." 

"HdAlirll,  lU7a.     It  <>  Y,>tad  and  agtmd  U|>iHI  bji  II aulbatlb* 

wbala  diapuali>(  ol  lb*  luHii'a  alwk  gf  pnirdar  and  Iniil,  wid  vhaa  dl*- 
■■jat'.l  ot  lo  glva  all  uccuUDi  lo  lllo  luwu  Cor  wlial  and  lu  wlivw  Iba/ 


Rulea  wcro  alao  made  coucerning  tlie  fencing  of 
mciLilowa,  aud  iu  reference  to  coinmuns  for  wood  and 


Ky  a  taw  enacted  in  1G46  every  town  was  required 

to  have  a  clerk,  or  some  oiie  iijipoiiitetl  to  keep  «  teg- 
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later  of  the  dny  and  year  of  the  marriflgc,  birth,  and 
burial  of  every  man,  woman,  and  chihl  in  the  town- 
ship. There  w  no  reconl  of  any  clerk  in  Taunton 
until  the  followinj^: 

**Tlie  Town  Clerk  cltcwn  for  this  prnsant  yeiir  b«lng  thla  sixth  of 
Bfnrcli,  16A4  or  ft,  it  Shadnich  Wllbore,  and  bo  to  contlnuo  m  long  M  he 
thr  mid  Clerk  and  the  town  nlwll  ain^o. 

**  And  it  la  vnted  and  ngrewl  l>y  the  tiiwn  thin  idxtli  nf  Miirch  1AA4/ri, 
that  tli«  Mid  Clerk  bIihII  hare  of  the  town  twenty  uliillini^  lij  tlie  year. 

**  And  It  is  Totrd  nnd  agreetl  by  the  town  at  a  town  meeting,  that  the 
Mid  town  to  atmmit  to  the  Mid  Town  Clerk  to  keep  the  Town  Book  and 
the  Regintry  the  dey  ami  year  al<oTe  written.** 

The  first  return  of  hirthn,  doathn,  and  marriages  to 
the  Plymouth  Court  was  made  the  year  after  the  aljovo 
appoiiitnieiit.  Mr.  Wilborc  heUl  the  office  for  more 
than  thirty  years,  and  it  is  probable  until  his  death 
early  in  1<»!M».  Tlie  following  vote  appears  in  the 
proprietors'  records : 

■*NoT.  19, 1097.  The  town  doth  this  dny  art  and  rote  thnt  the  Town 
Clerk,  BIr.  Shiidrarh  WlUwre.slmll  deliver  up  to  Capt.  Thnmne  Iieonard, 
C»nr  rroprlctom'  Clrrk,  the  Iwtk  of  the  reconl*  of  on r  lnud»,  wherein 
also  onr  lamln  n«»t  therein  reconle«l,  nmy  Ik?  Iiy  onr  Proprietom'  Clerk, 
not  that  we  find  any  unfaithtnlncM  in  onr  enid  Town  Clerk,  bat  only 
that  onr  rroprletom'  Clerk  may  lie  adrenteged  to  perform  his  tniiit,and 
tliat  onr  land  may  still  be  recorded." 

Mr.  Wilbore's  handwriting  was  remarkable  for  its 
regularity  and  beauty.  Those  parts  of  the  records 
kept  by  him  are  still  in  a  fine  state  of  preservation. 

In  1087,  during  the  usurpation  of  Sir  IMmund  An- 
drew, he  fell  under  his  di8])leasure,  was  brought  before 
his  Council,  and  condemned  to  be  imprisoned.  The 
warrant  for  his  imprisonment  and  his  petition  for 
release  are  here  given,  by  which  it  appears  that  it 
was  not  for  refusing  to  give  up  the  town  records  that 
he  was  imprisoned,  as  has  been  commonly  stated: 

"To  THF  Siimirr  or  tiii!  Couktv  or  Si'Kfoi.k: 

••  Wherenii  SImilmch  WllUire,  Town  clrrk  of  Tannton,  hnth  lately  in 
the  name  and  willi  the  consent  nf  the  said  Town,  written  and  published 
a  ccrtnln  wnndnhmn,  factiunn  and  seilitions  writing  therein,  very  mnch 
reflecting  n|Mm  snd  contemninp  the  Isw,  authority  and  government  of 
thH  his  Majesty's  Territory  and  I>ominiou  of  New  Knplnnd.  The  which 
writing,  upon  bin  exnniluntion  before  bis  Kxcellency  in  C^nitcil,  be  hath 
coufeMcl  and  owned.  These  are,  therefore,  in  his  Mi\|csty's  nnme,  to 
require  snd  conimnnd  j-ou  to  take  into  your  cnstwiy,  the  body  of  the 
Kibl  Shndrach  Will«ore,aud  him  safely  keep  in  his  Mnjcsty's  jail,  nntil 
he  shall  hnve  answered  for  the  said  contempt  and  misdemeanor,  and  be 
from  thence  deliverwl  by  due  coui-se  of  bis  Majesty's  Laws.  Whereof 
fail  nt»t.    And  for  so  doing,  this  shall  lie  yonr  warrant. 

••  Dated  In  Boston,  the  30tli  day  of  August,  1687. 

"  By  onler  in  Council.** 

"  The  bumble  petition  of  Shadrach  Willwre,  of  Tannton,  Town  Clarke, 
To  bis  Kxcolloncy,  Sir  Mmond  Andrews,  Knight  Oofernor-ln-Clilef  of 
his  Majesty's  Territory  and  dominion  in  New  England. 

••  Ilumldysbewelb  that  wbereasyouriwor  petitioner (I)ut  as  a  servant) 
did  in  the  name,  and  with  the  consent  of  the  Town  of  Tannton  (as 
Towne  Clarke^  as  by  vli  tno  of  Ids  ofllco  judged  himself  obliged  t(»  do, 
did  write  a  letter  to  .lolin  Usiier,  K>«f|.,  the  ciuitents  of  said  letter  or 
writing  proving  very  oflTensivo  to  authority,  for  wbicli  your  petitioner  is 
very  sorry  Uiat  be  sliould  give  any  cause  of  offence  to  any,  either  by 
writing  or  any  oUirr  way,  fur  it  was  not  any  way  intended  by  your  |»e- 
titbmer  either  to  »)(Tend  your  Excellency  or  tbegoveniment  his  Majesty 
hath  set  over  us,  and  therefore  wherein  yonr  petitioner  hath  onbnde<1 
any  person  be  rraveth  their  pardon,  entreating  your  Excellency  to  im- 
pute the  offenf'iveneKsof  wild  writing  to  the  igm>ranco,  weakness,  and  un- 
nkilfulncM  «f  your  po<ir  petltbmer  as  to  law  mattera,  entrenUng  yonr  Ex- 
cellency to  grant  your  |MHir  petitioner  a  gracious  panlon  as  to  ln)norHlde 
Court's  sentence  sgnluKt  bini  bare  at  Bristol  and  remit  It,  or  what  of  it 
yonr  Excellency  shall  think  fit,  bpne^hin^  your  Kxcellency  to  consider 


what  yonr  poor  petitioner  hath  already  ■nffered  Iwth  at  Boston  and  alio 
here  at  Bristol, — at  Bmiton  his  imprisonment  there  and  cliarges  fbr  a  re- 
lease out  of  prison,  and  here  at  Bristid,  it  being  Are  weeki  since  he  was 
first  committed  to  |niann,  entreating  yonr  Kxcellenej  to  consider  the  In- 
aldlity  of  yonr  poor  peUtioner  and  the  time  of  the  year  (it  being  very 
cold  for  a  poor  prisoner),  and  also  his  low  estate  and  a  great  family  of 
citildren  (not  needfnl  to  say  the  Town  of  Tannton  hath  already  an- 
swered the  matter  then  in  qnestion),  and  for  the  future  your  peUtioner 
ho|ies  he  shall  tie  more  careful  wlwt  he  writes,  tlo  craving  yonr  fianlon 
for  giving  yonr  Excellency  the  trouble  of  reading  Uieee  lines,  hoping 
for  yotir  Excellency's  gracions  Answer,  shall  rest  your  humble  pe- 
titioner. 

**  SHADBACII  WlLBOKK. 

**  Bmsmr.  the  14th  of  Novemlier,  1G87.** 

If,  as  he  intimates  in  his  '*  humble  petition,"  he 
wrote  the  oflensive  letter  by  authority  of  the  town,  or 
by  direction  of  the  selectmen,  the  town  granted  him 
tartly  justitte,  for  it  was  two  years  after  his  imprison- 
ment that  the  following  vote  was  passed: 

"This  21  day  of  Novemlier,  1080,  ItwasToted  and  granted  to  Shadrnoh 
WillNire,  the  town  Clerk,  one  hnndred  acres  of  land  Joining  to  his  land 
at  Barenecd,  or  somewhere  thereahont,  in  consideration  of  his  imprison- 
ment and  suffering,  he  paying  what  money  Is  due  at  Uiat  account,  wliich 
In  to  any  the  five  and  forty  shillings  which  we  borrowed  of  William  Wil- 
bore  of  llhode  Island.** 

Perhaps,  however,  the  town  thought  it  more  prudent 
to  wait  until  the  usurpation  of  Andros  was  at  an 
end. 

On  the  same  day  a  vote  was  passed  in  reference  to 
another  grist-mill  as  follows: 

'*  Nov.  21, 1C80.  Whereas  there  appears  a  great  necessity  of  a  good 
grist-mill  in  this  town  more  than  we  have  already,  and  finding  a  con- 
venient place  to  set  a  mill  on  below  the  old  mill,  and  in  case  the  town 
plenae  to  grant  the  privilege  of  the  stream  to  erect  a  mill  on,  then  Rob- 
ert Crossman,  Jr.,  will  speedily  build  a  good  mill  to  serve  the  town  to 
grind  tlieir  corn.  This  aliove  said  was  Toted  and  granted  to  Roiiert 
Grossman,  Jr.,  this  2l8t  day  of  November,  1689.** 

For  several  years  previous  to  the  above  date  the 
town  seems  to  have  been  apprehensive  as  to  the 
security  of  tlieir  title  to  their  lands.  There  had  been 
several  controversies  with  adjoining  towns  in  respect 
to  boundary  lines,  and  some  of  these  controversies 
were  not  yet  settled.  A  confirmatory  deed  was  de- 
sired from  Governor  Bradford,  and  various  votes  had 
been  passed  and  committees  appointed  to  effect  the 
desiretl  end.    Some  of  these  votes  are  here  given : 

**  Tills  8th  of  January,  1683.  The  town  hath  by  rote  chosen  John 
Hathaway,  senior,  and  Jolin  Richmond  to  go  abroad  to  procure  evidence 
for  the  strengthening  and  further  confirmation  of  our  township." 

"This  6th  of  July,  1685.  The  town  hath  voted  and  agreed  to  choose 
two  men  to  send  to  the  Court  at  Plymouth  to  do  their  beet  endeavor  to 
procure  the  confirmation  of  our  township  as  it  is  alreaily  drawn  up  by 
the  selectmen  and  by  some  otiiers.  Tlie  men  chosen  is  John  Hathaway, 
senior,  Thomas  Leonard.** 

The  boundary  line  between  Taunton  and  Middle- 
borough,  which  has  been  a  bone  of  contention  until 
within  a  very  few  years,  and  perhaps  may  become  so 
again,  was  a  subject  of  controversy  in  1G86  and 
earlier. 

"This2nt1i  of  October,  1G85.  The  town  hath  by  vote  chosen  Ensign 
Tjeonard,  John  Hathaway,  and  John  Richmond  to  settle  the  bounds  be- 
tween MIddlelMtro'and  ns,  from  Assonet  to  Baiting  Brook,  and  from 
Baiting  Brook  to  Titicnt  River.** 

Mny  18,  1686.  A  committee  was  chosen  to  see  as  to 
encroachments  of  Bridgewater  within  the  bounds  of 
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Taunton.    In  October  following  HctioD  wan  taken  in 

refercnue  to  the  two  miles  ulaimeil  by  Swiiriaca  men. 

The   Huliject   of   the    cunliruiatory   deed    is   agiiin 


tl.*  am  diir  of  J»i7,  lan.  ti>u»  or  tli>  i 

.und,  Tliouu  Louuiinl,  Jxdh  WilliM,  H 
IxlliCul  la  SlwliMh  WJIIuri^  ll.a  luwn  c 


At  n  meeting  mi  the  8th  of  July  tlic  town  vottxl  to 
give  Maj.  llrodford  twenty  iMmiiils  fur  bis  rclt-'iuw  nnt< 
conftrniution,  and  voted  to  iniike  u  rate  of  twenty-five 
pounds,  the  extrit  five  poniids  to  defray  diargest. 
Lieut.  Muuey,  JAmea  Walker,  8r.,  Mr.  George  Good- 
ing,  William  Harvey,  and  Tliomiis  Ivconani  were  a 
committee  to  proportion  what  each  man  bIiouIiI  pay, 
induding  proprietors  in  the  old  township,  the  Nortb 
and  Bonth  Purchases,  and  Assonet  Neck. 

Feb.  20, 1C90-91.  The  town  took  action  in  reference 
to  ubtiiitiing  a  charter  for  thin  ooluny,  and  eK^iressLs] 
their  readiness  to  pay  their  proportion  of  the  uiist  at- 
tending the  etTort.  But  all  eltbrta  raile<l,  and  this 
yctLr  proved  to  be  the  last  of  the  I'lyinonth  govurn- 
ment. 

■  Oct.  15,  1C!I2.  Tlic  selectmen  were  dircutud  U» 
bound  all  landing  places  and  draw  up  tho  bnundii  in 
writing  and  deliver  them  to  the  town  clurk  fur  record. 

Other  vote«  of  interest  were  us  follows : 


ninl.JuUl 


.»Uy  wliL 


Dec.  11,  H>85.  The  town  granted  to  Abel  Hurt  six 
acres  of  Bwoinp,  of  which  three  aerea  were  iu  lieu  of 
three  acres  formerly  granted  to  his  father,  "and  the 
other  three  acrea  the  town  doth  give  to  the  said  Abel 
Bnrt  in  way  of  gratiBcation  in  the  cousi deration  of 
his  loss  in  his  bargain  about  plastering  the  meeting- 
house." 

"Tlib  ttlli  da;  of  Augu*!.  IMS.  ll  !■  lolnl  rniil  aunra  I17  Itii  pur- 


il  CiH.  Tli.|.lp«  .1. 


iJn,  Iu  U11.1.  U<.nli»luui.' 
,H»nlijc<Mi]„ini]:tiLi 
re  of  (111  tmj  fur  tlitf  Ikhu 


A  potjtioii  wan  proKinted  to  tho  Ooiicml  Ouurt  al  ^ 
Boston  in  May,  16D7,  for  assistance  in  rebuilding  anil 
siipiKirtiugu  bridge  at  the  soiitli^ljr  jiarl  of  the  town, 
formerly  built  by  ccrlniii  |Mior  men,  iwmo  of  whuia 
WiTo  duiiil  und  tho  iilhors  wuru  Uiiiiblu  In  l>ciir  ihw 
expense  of  rebuilding,  und  setting  forlli  lliitt  ativa 
towns  wero  bcnelitcd  by  thu  bridge.  The  puiitiou 
was  signed  by  James  Leonard  and  TIioiiim  WilliauM. 


"  VuLod,  'FliHl  Uid  tiriilgs  Irt  tupj^itmi  ■vcurUljIK  Iv  lbnb«t  IHKS1 

This  was  the  bridge  at  the  Weir.  In  Marub,  l&tt  I 
u  petition  was  presented  to  the  Qenerul  ('oiirt  by  ibt  I 
selectmen,  vix.,  Henry  Hudges,  Thomas  Oilli«n, 
Thomas  Harvey,  John  While,  Thumiks  Willi»iB^ 
■tilling  forth  the  necu>uity  of  rebuilding  the  bridge 
and  the  justice  of  requiring  ccrtjiin  other  lawns  to 
contribute  Ut  the  ex|H:nso  of  building  miil  «up|Htniiig 
It.  This  petition  met  with  butter  siiocuss.  A  Linn- 
mittco  rejmrled  fnvonibly  aixl  rvcommendiNl  lliiu  lite 
bridge  be  builL  It  was  onlurud  tu  bu  built  ftl  IJh 
exputuB  of  Taunton,  Proetuwii,  I'iverhm,  UtU*  i 
Coiiiptun,  and  Durtinoutli.  Capt.  Jured  Tulbtit 
took  the  contract,  und  u|>un  a  report  to  the  court 
of  the  cost,  It  wuH  ordered  Nov.  5,  1702,  that  one- 
hair  the  expense  should  be  piLld  by  Tuiiiitoii,  and 
tlic  other  half  by  the  other  four  toivns   projKirtion- 

It  docs  not  come  within  thu  scope  of  the  present 
skclch  Ui  give  the  general  history  of  tliu  ttiwii  hcyuiiJ 
this  point,  Tlie  reductiou  of  its  territory  by  the  set- 
ting oil'  of  new  towns  will  be  briefly  narrated,  and 
some  items  of  interest  given  conneclcd  with  the  se- 
lection of  Tauuton  as  the  shire-town  in  the  place  of 
Uristol,  und  the  establislimenl  of  cuurta  here. 

For  nearly  forty  years  after  the  lust  purclinse  Taun- 
ton niulntuined  tliia  integrity  of  its  large  territory. 
Meantime  inhabitants  had  iucreosed  iu  the  Nortti 
and  South  Purchases,  and  the  time  to  ask  for  se|>- 
arute  town  organizations,  sure  tu  come  some  time,  at 
length  arrived. 

The  movement  as  to  setting  off  the  north  part  of 
the  town  began  in  the  sending  a  petition  to  the  Gov- 
ernor, Council,  and  House  of  I tep resell tativM  by  the 
inhiihiinnta  of  tho  North  Purchase  and  a  part  uf  the 
old  townslji|i  of  Tannliin,  praying  tu  be  sot  off  as  a 
precinct.  This  petition  was  dated  Oct.  20,  170S,  and 
was  signed  by  George  Leonard  ftnd  Niebola*  White, 


Rs  ngeiita  or  Raid  inliabiUnta.  It  mm  read  in  Conncil 
Oct.  22,  1708,  anj  onlcrol  that  the  aeltximen  of 
Tniitilon  Iki  nrrvwl  witli  A  copy  anil  licant  tlicrcu|ion 
on  llie  Krt-uml  Tueulny  of  the  next  fewion.  A  tovn- 
nicetiitg  WM  lield  to  ram'iiier  tlie  matter,  and  a  com- 
mittee waa  aptHiintc'i)  lo  prepare  a  remonntniDce 
aKtiiiHt  ihoir  l>Fiiig  made  a  precinct,  bnt  faTorinK 
tlici  liciiiR  mnili"  rt  town,  pr'iviile'l  imly  the  North 
riirdiiuiewfts  iiclu'lni.  Thj"  r<'m'iiis1rnii<.-iMvns  dated 
JiiHc  4,  170ft,  and  nigned  by  JnmeH  Leonard.  Philip 
King,  Thnmiw  Oi  bett.  Tiiom.v  Harvey,  and  Jona- 
thnii  Piidfironl,  nsconiiniltec. 

'i'lic  following  conimnnication  irafl  also  sent  to  the 


1  Ul"r,ii«r  WilliiM  W1ili*»nX«s<l  trvm 
mill  ii.  lb*  N«ilipHiT»utIliw,*<>drniiiill»Ki>nli 


■rn.*-l>Mthl.-flnan.l, 


H^~tji  rn,.li«T  nf 


la  •fc^lliHr  t™fc*<lf  "I  "■'>  ti"ll  "hj  T«-.iirn 
fti-nih  rnrriiwilHiiiM  Mil  hix-  llirlr  (n^r  pu 
tiaItT  w*  ur.TbM  ■llhr«(li  II  tnlb  iJhkI  Aod  U 
Wlikh  walio(i»(»lBlllFftI.J«lin«<<"«tt'i<>lll"i 


tliM  thi-  Ici.  bi  m,M,  llnM  n»t  Ri.h,k  ^ eh,  |..  i,«r  kiiiI  4*.  3..i<L  to 

l<r»k.  Trl  >«  »;  IhX  If  U>>>  KMn.,r«l  IVinit  In  Ihrlr  wliAoni  n>  It 
cuimnlmil,  lUHlaarHriiililaniiiiHiriimila  m  llirlr  nj  clru,  wgalmll 
not  ATpiwt  •■»«  ■•  lliDl  ihprmRnHFrltilmiatlMi  no  vny  «ne*nifd 
■w'lh  mnt«f  iMr  i-liwRH^  f"il  tlirf  bmrll  Dh-hwIth.  Dntu  fat  Hi* 
Korlti  I>an(iiiw.  w>  Ihlnk  It  liMtn  r«  llim  lo  l«  ■  townriilp  Ihm  ■ 
ptfrlncl. 


t1  DwM.BMh  WmiwiH, 


1'|»l.  IhP  lif 


ir  (Mllllli! 


ml  ivIllioiK  of  Ih*  InhitH 


«Tii1  ftun-lniin^  hihI  1|vIi  n 

th'lr  ninriliip  lir>ii"5.  An.l  li.  iMKk'  llirlr  rrpitl  Id  Ihf  iiHI  wrion  or 
Ihli  Couil,  Kmliinl'l  Tlittiui,  Ew|^  lu  i|<|»Iril  tlie  tinii!." 

Report  of  tlie  nlMvc  coniMiittee:  ' 

"TilHTOB.Ancai.niW. 

Ilir  «lll,  ITlH.  hi  .u>  .lliwli-l  1.1  mnir  to  Ti.nnli>n  .n.!  Hrw  til*  ■o.fnl 
tm^aurlmiil  wWhIh*  iiiuilMlunK  nf  tlis  Korlli  mul  Riiiitli  I'nrrliHH 
tn  'huinhm  lino-'prilltoiinl  I"  In  niulr  ~^nil>  imFlncli,  Kir  Ilia  trl- 
tllAK  (od  ■■ppntt  of  llii  nilnMtrln  tli*  Hid  T»r«llT»  pluwi. 

Ahil  mt.  i\n  -abKTlUrr*,  hnrtni:  ^W^r.}  Ilm  md  •rxml  InKli.  and 

ll.ffl  ..r  all  cltriinHUnm  line  Hi  iho  >^n\n-]M  at  «••  lald  H>«ra1  pr*. 
diict>lu>r<>llo>Mh: 

Ihtlr  iMltiDD)  ahall  liffln  ■•  >■■•  H"*  Wl«nfl  Uia  Iwn  lal.  Colonlti  of 


I  plu.  wliw  tl. 

I      -And  Ihr  Wnndi  of  tlia  I 

[  old  hiiaiHliiui4th>HldSiHith  ^nIEha•^u•4^0IlI  Ibamnmh  tr  Tkno- 
I  MilaRlT«rlo4liena|il>-lm>slAiHin«l1Unf',aI1l>e%t.d<^  FmievB 
biBd.  AwMhalihpTnHilni:  h<n»far  ihanldjmalh  Trad  act  •IaH  I4 
ai-l  Ml  tha  w™*  aldo  .rf  IliP  ThJ  linr  O.)^.  J.m.1  TalUllV  h«Hk  ac- 
r.H'lIii):  aa  llir  priltkinani  haia 


■H.  Brncui. 
-Jua  Wiian.- 

Thia  report  was  accepted  Sept  19,  1709,  with  the 
proviso  "  that  the  east  end  of  the  North  Purcliase 
shall  have  half  the  raid  Purchase  as  their  Precinct 
when  they  are  able  to  inaint*in  a  minister,  and  tbis 

Court  jii.lg.>  rlipmso." 

The  inhabitanta  of  the  North  Precinct,  through 
Qeoi^e  Leonard,  D«],,  their  n^rent,  pclitionci  lie 
court  early  11  Ini,aetting  forth  that  they  had  erected 
n  in<-eti  II); -house  which  was  in  X  c-onaiderablc  stale  of 
fnrivnnlnewi,  and  had  called  Mr.  JoMph  Avery  to  settle 
will]  tlipni  iti  th(?  ministry  and  praying  lo  be  made  a 
distinct  town,  the  town  of  Taaoton  having  assented 
thereto.  This  ]>elilion  ivh.i  granted  March  17,  1711, 
and  the  preciiirt  iva."  cunslitiiicl  n  town  by  the  name 
of  Norton.  The  bounds  included  the  whole  of  the 
North  Purchase,  together  with  a  pari  of  the  north- 
westerly angle  of  the  nriginnl  ptirchnse. 

There  was  a  more  heated  controversy  over  selling 
olT  the  South  Precinct.  The  petition  for  this  object 
Wnt.  diLtCil  Oct.  11,  1708.  and  was  nigned  by  .lohn 
llecil,  Edvvnrd  Paull,  Eboneier  ItrlRg*.  Henry  Pitis, 
Nathaniel  Drij^,  Nicholas  Sitrplifiis.Sntnuel  Tatbul, 
Isaac  Paull,  Jared  Tnlhiit,  Altrnm  Hathaway  John 
Paull,  JanienPanll,  liUeiiciier  Pitta,  Abraham  Bliinch- 
ard,  Ileiijamin  Rrigga,  John  Crane,  Isaac  Hathaway, 
IvlivnrJSli-ive,  James  Tisdale,  Joseph  De;»n  Richard 
Hoskins,  Pninuel  WalJron,  Ejihrnim  Hathaway, 
Thomas  Jones,  Hcxekiab  Hoar  Matthew  Rrigg!!. 
Thomas  Rrifrgs,  David  Walker,  Amos  Itriggs,  Joseph 
Poi'lc,  Siimucl  Whitinarsh. 

This  petition,  like  that  of  the  North  Precinct,  wan 
referred  to  the  town,  and  was  acted  ujion  at  the  same 
time.  The  same  committee  was  HpiKiinled  U)  prrpare 
a  remonstrance,  which  they  did.  In  the  reinonntrance 
they  allude  to  a  loivn-meeting  held  Feb.  22,  1708-9, 
to  consider  the  petition,  at  which  meeting  Capt.  Jared 
Talbut  was  desired  to  show  the  petition  that  the  town 
might  know  what  they  were  to  act  upon,  and  he  re- 
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fused  to  let  Ihein  see  it,  *o  th&t  tlio  eeleutmea  who 
were  appointed  a  conmiittee  [o  muke  answer  could 
not  do  NO,  and  tlierulbre  named  ftnollier  meetiog  to 
be  Imld  June  1,  1700,  at  wliicb  Iliia  committee  were 
appointed.  They  also  allude  to  a  previous  tnwn- 
lueeCing  held  February  1st,  wlien  the  "  town  met  U>- 
gpthor  and  the  jtctitionert,  but  fell  into  such  n  hiiat 
uf  apirit  byaueh  u  etriving  by  tliepetitiuiiura  to  brvuk 
our  Uiwu  to  (liuccs,  the  day  wna  spi-nt  in  cnulii»ion, 
&nd  the  meeting  dismissed  and  nothing  diinu." 

The  report  of  the  couiinittee  of  tlie  Qcnernl  Court, 
already  given,  included  the  South  Purchase  in  Ibelr 
recommendalion.  The  precinct  as  establislied  in- 
cluded Uie  southerly  part  of  the  present  town  uf  Berk- 
ley. In  1712  this  precinct  was  incorporated  at  a  town 
under  the  name  of  Dightoii,  thought  to  have  been 
given  in  honor  of  Francos  Dighton,  tlie  wife  ofEith- 
Ard  Williams. 

Encouraf^ed  doubtless  by  the  success  of  the  inhab- 
itants or  the  North  and  South  Purchases  in  their  pe- 
titions to  be  set  off  as  precincts,  and  afUrwurds  as 
towns,  the  norlli easterly  and  westerly  parts  of  the 
town  made  a  similar  attempt  a  few  yeuni  later.  A 
petition  dated  Dec.  4,  1727,  of  sundry  of  the  north- 
easterly part  of  Taunton,  waa  presented  to  the  court, 
praying  that  all  that  part  of  the  town  that  lieth  on 
the  northerly  side  of  the  Great  River  and  on  the 
easterly  side  of  the  Mill  River  may  be  made  a  pre- 
cinct,  and  if  part  of  the  town  shall  oppose  the  peti- 
tion, that  they  may  have  a  committee  to  see  and  hear 
how  things  are  circumHtanced.  This  petition  was 
signed  by  about  sixty  persona. 

Another  petition,  bearing  date  Dec.  11,  1727,  of 
sundry  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  westerly  ]iarl  of 
Taunton  was  presented  at  the  same  court,  praying 
that  tlie  court  would  grant  them  a  precinct,  bounded, 
beginning  at  Wenaconet  Itridge,  no  called,  on  Mill 
fiivcr,  near  William  Witherill's,  and  so  down  said 
river,  bounded  by  the  River  easterly  until  it  comes  to 
Street's  bridge,  so  called ;  then  on  a  straight  line  to 
Three-Milo  River,  at  the  bridge  near  Peter  Walker's 
house,  which  is  the  bounds  between  Tauntim  ami 
Dighton;  then  by  Dighton  Louuda  till  ii  comes  to 
Rehobuth;  then  northward  by  Rehoboth  to  Norton; 
then  by  Norton  till  it  comes  to  said  bridge.  They 
also  usk  for  a  committee.  This  petition  was  signed 
by  some  seventy-five  persons. 

These  petitions  called  forth  a  strenuous  remon- 
strance, dated  Dec.  25,  1727,  which  begins  us  fol- 
lows : 


.,  U»  .ubictiUn  (>iiJ  111 


in.).  Ii 


™il^  .u 


uurwk,  sill]  IaIdvuU  [walur,  I 


This  rcuionatruiicu  was  signed  by  one  hundred  uuil 
eixly-four  persons.  A  pai>er  containing  the  nitmra  of 
thirty-idno  punoiis  living  in  the  euslerly  part  of  th« 
town  and  of  fcirty-eight  living  in  ilie  westerly  purl  of 
the  town,  who  were  against  partitioning  tlie  town 
into  procinln,  was  also  preeenloil  to  the  court. 

TliQ  following  record  also  appears  nmutig  the  State 
■irchlvcs: 

•a,  nn-s.  /n  ■  dIh 


I-IIS-.  F 


.r  nici.h. 


■  lU;  uT  Iin;*r,  snil  II'BS  n»  chuivli  livmilwl  Iv  niiiPiliit  • 
I  IIh  ikif  Mlal  »k  WJH  lb*  lAU  >Inj  vf  tt-brnmr)  nul  uiuiluf ; 
vhlircli  lliu  Titldl  tbal  Ilia  Bin|R4p<lkiu  iliuiiUI  I*  iiwUflaJuf 
■kail  !■>  >ulu  Willi  Ukih  In  II. 


A  formal  remonstraiico  was  pruaenled  to  the  (icu- 
eral  Court,  Feb.  14,  1727-28,  by  Seth  Williams,  John 
King,  -lohn  liluson,  Bonjiimin  Wilbnrc,  and  Jumca 
Walker,  Jr.,  selectmen  of  the  town,  stating  Uicreiu 
that  they  had  not  time  to  call  a  regular  towu-uieoling, 
and  presenting  very  urgent  reasons  why  the  (tmycrv 
uf  the  two  putitions  shuuiti  imt  be  granted, 

Upon  these  jietilions  and  romniistranccs  u  commit- 
tee, consisting  of  Nathaniel  Hylield.  John  (lushing, 
Samuel  Thaxter,  Muj.  l^uincy,  and  Maj.  Turner,  was 
appointed  to  go  to  Taunlou,  hear  the  purttos,  and 
report  thereon. 

It  is  no  wonder  that  the  town  vigorously  opjioscd 
these  petitions,  for  the  precincts  prayed  for  iiicludiil 
■noru  than  Iwo-thinis  of  tbo  territory  of  Uiu  town 
and  two-thinis  of  the  whole  number  of  ilwtttlin^  ■ 
houses.    A  map  of  the  town,  with  nil  llio  thfclllitg-  ■ 
iiousus  uud   the  owners'   nnnics   and  the   pnipoMil    1 
bounduriei)  of  the  precincts  delineiited  thcr(.Hin,  wu 
prepared  by  Morgan  Cobb  and  presenlLil  to  tlio  court 
for  their  infonnation.    Ujion  this  map  it  is  stulvil  that 
Lhenumberof  dwelling-houses  in  the  easterly  precinct 
prayed  for  was  eighty-four,  in  the  westerly  oiiu  hun- 
dred, and  in  the  remaining  part  of  the  town  ninety. 

The  committee  appointed  by  the  court  to  licur  tU« 
parlies  rejHirted  unfavondily  thorcon,  and  the  petitions 
wercilisniissuii.  Tliis  cndcl  the  matter  for  ii  »lii>rt 
time  only,  however.  Sept.  16,  1731),  another  iwtiiion 
was  presented  to  the  court  by  inbabitanla  of  the  west- 
erly part  of  Taunton,  praying  to  be  uiude  a  sepuruie 
parish,  which,  upon  the  rei>ort  of  a  coniuiittce  up- 
pointed   Ui  cousider  the  mutter,  was  dismissed   Feb. 

la,  i7a(j~3i. 

In  the  rcuioustance  to  the  petitions  uf  1727,  oiut 
reason  urged  against  granting  thi  petitions  is  tha' 
it  would  obstruct  huiiding  a  new  meeting- honne, 
vvliich  the  town  had  solemnly  voted  to  do.  (Juptcs  of 
(he  records  of  two  lowu-meetings  in  referonvu  Ut  the 
matter  have  fortunately  been  preserved  in  tlie  Suil* 
pajiers,  and  are  here  given ; 

"AlslafiilTowiiiueiillnit  wimaduid  bcld  M  TauDlan  |iiit,||(B,Hl- 


% 
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**  WlirrriM  on  the  afor«mld  day  it  was  Totod  by  the  Town  of  Taunton 
that  thej  vrlll  bnild  a  now  neetlng-hoaee  and  to  stand  witliln  tliree  or 
fonr  md«  of  the  old  meeting  home. 

•  **  84  Ynled  that  the  new  meeting -honee  shall  be  fifty  rix  foot  In  length, 
forty  Mix  foot  wide  and  twenty  seren  fool  stud  this  to  be  the  bigness  and 
pmportl(>ii  of  said  hoiiae. 

**  :t'  Vdted  that  Capt.  John  Andrews,  Capt.  Ssmnol  Williams  and  Mr. 
Nathaniel  Cruenman  be  a  c9mmltteo  to  bnild  and  Anish  the  new  meot* 
Ing-lionee  now  voted. 

**  4*^  Voted  that  the  money  agreed  npon  by  said  town  to  repair  the 
old  merting'honpe  or  at  Inist  that  part  thereof  not  yet  laid  out,  also 
what  any  particular  person  have  obliged  himself  to  |«y  In  repairing 
onr  public  meeting-house,  that  Is  now  ln«lebted  to  said  town,  be  laid  out 
In  bnllding  of  a  new  one  now  vote*]. 

"ft*^  Vote<l  that  the  sum  of  three  hundred  pounds  be  raised  on  the 
rateable  Inhaidtants  of  Taunton  and  that  the  assessors  do  forthwith 
ninke  a  rate  on  Mild  Inhabitants  for  the  raising  of  said  sum,  and  to  be 
ImpniTed  towards  the  building  nf  the  new  nieeting«house. 

**  A  true  extract  taken  out  of  the  aliuveeaid  day's  work. 

"  Attest— 

**nr.NJAMiN  Wli.noRR,  7V»iiwi  Clerk.** 

'*  At  a  li'pal  Town  meeting  wanieil  and  hold  at  Taunton  public  moot* 
tng-hnnse  nn  the  20.  day  of  NoTemlier  1727. 

*'T1ie  moderator  chosen  for  said  meeting  was  Beth  Williams  Bsq. 

**  Voted  that  there  1>e  a  rate  or  tnx  made  nivm  |ioles  and  estates  on 
the  iiilutbitnntM  of  Taunton  of  tlie  sum  of  fifty  ftonnds  for  the  support 
of  the  ministry. 

"  A  true  extract  taken  out  of  the  abovesaid  day*s  work. 

"  Attest— 

*'  Bkhjamin  Wilbork,  Ihwn  CUrk.** 

A  portion  of  Uio  northeasterly  part  of  the  town 
was  set  off  as  a  new  town  April  2,  1731,  and  received 
the  name  of  lliiynhniu.  I  Us  limite  and  iMHindaries 
wore  very  diUcrcnt,  liowcvcr,  (Voni  the  proposctl  prc- 
citirt  of  1727.     The  hoiindaricH  hctwccn  the  old  and 

new  towns  were  dcHcrihcd  as  follows: 

« 

*'  l^oniidcd  on  the  sonth  hy  Tannton  Great  River, 
iiH'.lutring  all  the  laii<l  of  Lieut.  Kbenczer  llohinsf)u 
on  the  southeasterly  or  south  side  of  said  river,  ex- 
cept that  piece  of  land  by  his  saw-mill  near  the  fur- 
nace, which  is  in  Middleborough  precinct,  thence 
down  said  river  to  the  bounds  between  the  lands  of 
Thomas  Dean  and  Nathaniel  Williams,  at  the  place 
called  Shallow  Water,  thence  in  a  straight  line  to  the 
cast  end  of  Prospect  Hill  at  the  going  over  of  the 
way,  including  within  said  new  township  all  the  land 
of  Zc^phaniah  L#eonard  and  that  which  was  formerly 
Oapt.  James  Leonard's  which  joineth  to  and  is  on 
the  west  side  of  said  line,  and  excluding  the  land  of 
Nathaniel  Williams  joining  to  and  on  the  east  of  said 
line,  thence  to  run  northerly  by  said  way  to  the  great 
cedar  swatnp  at  the  going  in  of  the  great-island  way, 
thence  to  cross  said  Lsland  and  run  straight  to  Easton 
line,  at  the  nearest  place." 

Rev.  Dr.  Fobes  says  the  first  meeting-house  was 
built  the  year  preceding  the  incorporation  of  the  town, 
which  then  contained  about  thirty  families. 

The  territory  of  Berkley  was  set  off  and  incorpor- 
ated as  a  separate  town  April  18,  1735.  Since  that 
date  no  new  towns  have  been  taken  from  ancient 
Taunton.  Occasional  un important  changes  in  bound- 
ary lines  between  us  jjfid  some  of  our  neighbors  have 
been  made,  and  if?  y^^g  gn  awkward  jog  at  Myrick- 
ville  was  takew  /ro|.  w^miH^"  *"^  added  to  Berkley. 
Our  present  ^^ujj .  *  >  iji'^  *'®  Hkely  to  be  perma- 
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nent,  however  awkward  and  irregular  in  shape  the  ter- 
ritory they  encompass. 

The  earliest  matter  receiving  attention  after  Taun- 
ton was  made  the  shire  town  of  the  county  was  the 
providing  a  county  house  and  jail.  The  record  is  as 
follows: 

**  At  his  Mi^}esty*s  Court  of  General  BssbIoim  of  the  Peace,  begun  and 
held  at  Taunton  within  and  for  the  County  of  Bristol  on  the  second 
Tuesday  of  December,  being  the  ninth  day  of  the  said  month,  a.p.  1746. 

"Justices  present:  Beth  Williams,  Tltomaa  Terry,  George  Tjeonard, 
Timothy  Fales,  Samuel  Willis,  Thomas  Bowen,  Stephen  Paine,  SlWester 
Richmond,  Jr.,  Ephralm  Ijeonard,John  Foster,  Kdward  Hay  ward,  Samuel 
Ilowland,  Samuel  Leonard,  John  Godfrey,  Samuel  White. 

**  Timothy  Fales,  Esq.,  chosen  Clerk  of  this  Court  and  Sworn. 

"Ordered  by  the  Ciinrt  that  the  School  House  In  Taunton  siiall  be  for 
the  present  impressed  for  a  Goal  and  that  Samuel  Leonard,  John  God- 
frey, and  Samuel  White,  Esqrs.,  be  a  committee  to  aee  thnt  said  School 
House  lie  maile  ns  secure  as  may  be  for  the  ssfe  custody  of  all  persons 
that  niny  lie  committeil  thereto.wlth  the  ntmnet  dispatch,  and  that  Setli 
Wiilinnis  the  second  shall  take  care  (oaeeure  the  two  prltimors  now  In 
custody  and  all  others  that  shall  be  committed  in  the  m«in  time. 

"  Ordered  by  the  Court,  that  Seth  Wllilans,  George  Leonard,  Samuel 
Ijoouanl,  John  Godfrey,  ami  Saronel  White,  Ksqrs.,  be  a  committee  to 
look  out  a  suitable  place  for  the  standing  of  a  Goal  and  County  house 
In  the  Town  of  Tannton,  ft  know  what  the  land  for  erecting  said  houses 
on  may  be  purchased  for  and  make  report  of  their  doings  thereon  at  the 
adjournment  of  this  Court.** 

At  the  adjournment  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  Jan- 
uary, 1747, 

**  The  committee  for  looking  out  a  tnltabie  place  for  County  house  and 
Goal  ma«le  their  reimrt  as  foUowrth  to  wit :  We  the  sniiscrilieni  appointed 
a  mnimitten  as  witliln  mentioned  to  hiok  nut  a  suitable  place  for  the 
stituding  of  a  fSnal  and  County  lionse  In  the  Town  of  Taunton  hafe  piir^ 
suant  to  the  within  orders  looked  out  a  suitable  place  as  we  appreliend 
which  is  towards  the  upper  end  of  the  old  Training  Field  a  little  liehiw 
where  titey  used  to  dig  gravel  and  Is  to  be  sixty  foot  square  which  place 
we  look  npfin  to  lie  the  most  suitable  for  setting  a  County  house  uimn 
provided  the  Town  Proprietors*  Committee  give  a  legal  •  conveyance 
thereof  wltli  a  suitable  and  convenient  way  to  pass  to  And  from  said 
place.  And  alxo  that  the  most  suitable  place  for  setting  a  Goal  and  Goal 
lioiiM  be  on  the  land  of  Samuel  White  and  BIr.  Simeon  Tisdiile  at  a 
pUce  near  the  spring  (so  called)  adjoining  to  the  way  that  leails  frvm 
said  Tisdnle's  to  Mr.  Cnissman*s  grist-mill  provided  the  said  White  and 
TIsdaie  give  a  legal  conveyance  thereof. 

"Srrn  Williams, 
*'Gkoror  Lxonakd, 
*'8am*i.  Lkonard, 
**JoRii  GoDraar, 
"Samukl  Whitk, 

**  OMRsUrtoe.'* 

Which  report  was  apppoved  of  and  accepted  by 
the  court. 

**  Ordered  by  the  Court  Uiat  John  Foster  Silvester  Richmond  Jr.  and 
John  Godfrey  Ksqrs.  be  a  committee  to  provide  materlnls  nnd  build  a 
County  house  and  Goal  and  Goal  keeper*s  house  with  suitable  dispatch. 
The  Goal  to  be  thirty  foot  long  and  fourteen  foot  wide  two  story  higli 
and  fourteen  foot  stud,  to  ht  studded  with  sawed  stufTof  six  inches  thick 
to  be  framed  close  together  with  a  chimney  In  the  middle  suitable  for  a 
Goal.  The  house  for  prison  keeper  to  lie  seventeen  foot  wide  and  twenty 
tliree  fo<it  long  two  story  high  besides  the  entry  lietween  the  Goal  and 
dwelling  house  and  to  be  fourteen  foot  stud  with  a  suitable  chimney  and 
cellar.*' 

At  an  adjournment  Jan.  28,  1747,  Samuel  White 
was  appointed  on  the  committee  in  place  of  Silvester 
Richmond,  who  was  appointed  sheriff. 

**  January  28,  1746-7.  Ordered  by  the  Court  that  George  Leonard, 
Rphralm  fjeonard,  and  John  Foster,  Rsqrs.,  be  a  committee  to  receive 
deeds  of  conveyance  from  the  committee  of  the  Town  of  Taunton,  and 
proprletora  of  said  Town,  of  the  lands  mentioned  In  the  committee's 
report  (as  on  flle)  for  tite  use  of  the  County  of  Bristol.** 


The  following  aiip 
in  June,  1647: 


n  the  recorilii  of  the  c 


■lid  lliil 


iljwnwn  ■■  bnildlii, 


111*  Cuuii-lmiuo  u  prajtcltil  by  ih*  au' 

Ih  igliKilWil  uQ  llii  l>ii<t  Klmu  bj  IIib  vniprlihin  auil  liilwUlHiila  ul 

Uiu  Tu«u  uf  Tauiilou.  miJ  lu  hn*  Uxu  <K>;«i>lr.-.I  Uj  (lin  (k.iirl  uT  tiguxril 

lut." 

At  the  Mnrch  court,  174&-49,  Setli  WilHaitis,  Ew)., 
was  desired  nnd  empowered  to  procure,  lit  the  charge 
of  the  county,  proper  window-curtHina  for  five  win- 
dows, and  five  cushions  for  tlie  court-houae. 

At  the  August  court,  1749,  it  wns  ordered  thnt 
eleven  hundred  pounds,  old  t«nar,  be  piijd  lo  tlie 
committee  for  the  "gaol,"  to  enulile  them  to  com- 
plete and  tinibh  it. 

At  Ihe  Sejilember  term,  1750,lhe  court  ordered  the 
committee  for  the  jnil  to  deliver  to  the. sheriff,  or  to 
Lib  order,  the  norlhweat  room  helow  und  room  above 
it,  and  the  southwest  room  below  aiid  the  room  Bbove 
it,  and  the  southeast  room  ubove,  with  one-hulf  of  the 
cellar  under  thu  other  part  of  the  house,  together 
ivith  the  yurd  fenced  in  for  the  prison  yard,  nnd  Ihut 
the  aouthweat  room  below  and  above,  with  the  Bouth- 
east  room  above,  are  determined  for,  and  aliall  be 
Icnowu  to  be  hia  majesty's  jail  in  Taunton,  in  aud  for 
the  count;  of  Bristol,  and  that  the  northwest  room, 
^tow  und  above,  with  liberty  of  using  the  stairs,  be 
for  the  use  of  the  keeper  of  said  jail,  during  the  court'a 
pleasure. 

At  the  December  term  it  was  ordered  that  the 
northeast  room  below  and  room  above  it,  with  the 
aoutheiist  room  below,  adjoining  to  the  jail  mid 
under  tlie  same  roof,  be  for  the  House  of  Correction 
for  the  county  of  Bribtol,  till  the  further  order  of  the 
court.  And  it  was  further  ordered  tliat  Jonathan 
Carver  shall  be  the  master  of  said  Uouse  of  Uoricc- 
tion  till  tiie  further  order  of  tlie  court. 

It  tiecms  that  the  jail,  being  a  wooden  structure, 
Wiia  not  BO  secure  us  was  dcsirublu.  At  the  June 
term,  1753,  Ueorge  I.rf!onard,  Timothy  Falos,  and 
Bamuel  White,  Eaqs.,  were  appointed  a  committee 
by  the  court  "to  endeavor  the  more  thorough 
atrengtliening  and  securing  the  Giiol,  that,  if  possi- 
ble, prisonehi  may  not  be  able  to  make  their  csca{ie 
by  reason  of  the  insufficiency  thereof." 

From  the  court  records  this  insufficiency  of  the  jail 
seems  to  have  been  a  chronic  source  of  trouble,  and 
comniillees  were  from  time  to  time  appointed  to  cure 
the  difficulty. 

in  October,  1751,  Robert  Luscomb  was  allowed 
eight  shillings  for  finding  candles,  ringing  the  bell 
and  sweeping  the  court-house,  and  Daniel  Shaw  and 
William  Andrews  in  June  following  were  allowed  a 
like  sum  fur  labor  and  trouble  iu  hanging  the  court- 
house bell. 


Timothy  Falea  wbb  authoriecd  at  October  term, 
1752,  to  take  possession  of  the  county  huuac  na  a 
iMurt-house.  Tliii  building  also  neede<l  ottenUoii. 
At  the  October  term,  175:1,  it  wsa  ordered  "  that  the 
Hon.  Smh  Williams,  Esq.,  be  desired  and  I«  ainpow- 
erod  hereby  to  endeavor  to  secure  the  roof  of  the 
county  house  from  leaking,  hy  covering  the  h«»ds  of 
tlie  pusls  with  sh<:ot-leHd  giveu  for  that  jiurpoBe,  or 
by  nny  oilier  wuy  or  means  that  may  Ihj  ciructuul  for 
the  purpuMi  uliircMuid." 

At  the  March  term,  175'1,  Soth  Williams,  George 
Leonard  nnd  Zej)huiiiah  Leonard,  Esq.,  were  a|i- 
pbinted  a  committee  lo  finish  the  court-house  in 
raUKton  and  arch  the  court-cli amber  overhead,  fix 
the  justices'  seats  ou  the  nortli  aide  of  the  chamber, 
and  lath  aud  phuter  the  suiue,  and  alter  the  stairs,  if 
tlie  commitleu  shall  think  btst. 

The  old  Jail  stood  about  where  the  Bristol  County 
Bank  building  stands.  It  was  long  ago  dimiolivlied. 
The  court-house  occupied  very  nearly  the  site  of  the 
present  one,  und  was  removed  to  make  place  fur  a 
more  substantial  structure. 

Here  must  end  llie  genend  history  of  the  town  so 
fur  as  the  work  of  Uic  present  ivriler  is  ci>Hi:eriie<I. 
In  the  chapters  upon  the  ecclesiastical  history,  educt 
tion,  munufuctiires,  the  profussions,  etc.,  it  is  liojied 
good  idea  of  the  progress  of  the  town  may  be  gHinadi 
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NoTiri'S  of  Key.  William  llookeuiid  liev.  Nicholu 
Street  will  be  fouud  in  the  aceounl  of  ministers  utid 
churches.  A  notice  of  the  large  Iraut  of  land  granted 
to  them  by  the  Plymouth  Court  may  be  of  interest, 
and  will  projiorly  tiud  a  place  hero. 

No  record  of  the  farms  laid  forth  to  Rev.  Mr. 
Hooke  and  Rev.  Mr.  Street  is  to  be  found  in  the 
i;uurt  records  of  Plynumth  Colony,  or  in  tlic  Taunton 
pri>|>riulors'  reconls.  There  are  two  deeds,  liuwuvor,  ' 
recorded  in  thu  Plymouth  Colony  lleeonls  of  IK-mU  I 
which  contain  a  description  of  those  lauds,  >nd  sa  it 
lias  never  been  published  it  is  here  given.  The  firal 
(Iced  containing  the  description  was  given  by  Jama» 
Wyutt  and  George  Macey,  by  |>ower  ofnttoriicy  from 
Mr.  Nicholas  Street,  to  John  Hathaway,  Edward 
llabbitt,  and  Timothy  Uolluway,  all  of  Taunton,  con- 
veying the  400  acres  granted  by  the  court  lo  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Hooku  and  Mr.  Street,  and  was  dated day 

of  ' -,  l(ir>S.     The  deed  was  witnessed  by  Williuin 

Poole,  Walter  Deane,  and   William    Harvey.     It   i« 
recorded  ill  vol.  iii.,  p.  189,  of  the  above-named  record*. 

The  second  is  a  confirmatory  deed  given  F'eh.  9, 
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1688-89,  by  William  Bradford,  son  of  Governor  Brad- 
ford, reciting  that  his  father  and  asAociates  in  the  year 
iri,*l8  granted  to  Mr.  Nicholnn  Street  and  Mr.  Hookc 
jointly,  a  tract  of  land  for  a  farm  of  400  acres  of  up- 
land, and  about  30  acres  of  meadow.  And  at  the 
going  away  of  said  Hooko  from  Taunton,  he  sold  his 
part  of  said  farm  to  Mr.  Nicholas  Street.  And  when 
the  said  Street  went  from  Taunton  ho  sold  the  farm 
and  aforesaid  land  to  John  Hathaway  and  Ed^rard 
Babbitt,  and  Timothy  Holloway,  all  of  Taunton. 

And  in  consideration  of  two  pounds  conveys  to 
John  llathawny,  Edward  Babbitt,  Samuel  Holloway, 
and  William  Phillips,  one  of  the  heirs  of  the  late 
dcccnsed  James  Phillips,  which  said  Samuel  Hollo- 
way and  Jnmcs  Phillips  purchased  Timothy  Holh>- 
way's  pnri  of  said  lands,  the  lands  aforesaid, 
"  l^uinded,  lying  on  the  east  side  of  Taunton  Great 
River,  bounded  on  the  south  side  in  part  by  Assonet 
Neck,  and  in  part  by  the  line  of  Taunton,  and  on  the 
north  side  by  a  black  oak  marked  near  a  spring 
called  the  Iron  Spring,  one  end  butts  in  part  upon  the 
meadows  of  Capt.  William  Poole,  Mrs.  Jane  Farwell, 
and  William  Hailstone,  and  in  part  by  the  Great 
River,  running  along  by  the  river  side  as  far  as  As- 
sonet Neck,  and  so  running  along  by  the  side  of  said 
Neck  until  it  comes  to  the  head  of  a  meadow  called 
Smith's  Cove  to  a  marked  tree  by  the  side  of  said 
Neck,  and  from  said  tree  to  another  white  oak  marked 
at  the  head  of  said  cove,  and  from  said  white  oak  to 
run  to  Taunton  River  northerly,  so  that  Taunton 
River  and  that  line  makes  a  square  at  the  head  of 
said  Cove,  and  so  to  run  by  Taunton  River  to  Assonet 
Way,  and  so  to  run  upon  a  straight  line  a  little  above 
a  pine  tree  now  cut  down,  and  so  extends  about  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  upon  that  line  near  John  Rich- 
mond's field,  and  then  turns  the  corner,  and  so  run- 
neth down  the  plain  along  by  a  pine-tree  fallen  down, 
and  from  thence  west  and  by  north  until  it  comes  to 
snid  marked  tree  nenr  the  Iron  Spring."  Recorded  in 
said  records,  vol.  v.  ]>.  459. 

This  large  tract  of  land  came  to  be  designated 
almost  from  the  first  as  "  The  Farms."  It  is  so  referred 
to  in  ancient  deeds  and  divisions  of  land.  In  1670 
a  jury  was  appointed  to  lay  out  a  way  to  "  The  Farms." 
It  is  situated  in  the  present  town  of  Berkley,  and  the 
name  of  "  The  Farms"  dinars  to  it  to  the  present  time. 

Elizabeth  Poole,  or,  as  she  wrote  her  name,  Pole, 
was  one  of  the  early  settlers  in  Taunton,  perhaps 
among  the  very  earliest.'  There  is  record  evidence 
that  she  was  here  early  in  1638,  for  she  was  one  of  the 
appraisers  of  the  estate  of  John  Briant,  of  Taunton, 
who  died  April  28th  of  that  year,  and  whose  will  was 
presented  for  probate  to  the  Plymouth  Court,  June  4, 
1638.  She  was  born,  according  to  an  article  pub- 
lished in  Taunton,  England,  in  1879,  by  Edwin  Slo- 
per,  ICsq.,  Aug.  25,  1688,  being  the  third  daughter  of 
Sir  William  Pole,  of  Shute,  in  the  county  of  Devon, 
England.  William  Pole,  one  of  the  original  pur- 
chasers, whose  name  stands  first  in  the  list  of  the 


freemen  of  Cohannet  in  1637,  was  her  brother.  She 
and  her  brother,  with  many  others  of  the  first  settlers 
of  1'aunton,  settled  first  at  Dorchester.  In  the  entire 
absence  of  definite  information  upon  the  point,  it  is 
most  reasonable  to  suppose  that  she  came  here  with 
her  brother,  for  she  was  unmarried,  and  at  that  time 
near  fifly  years  old.  In  the  grant  of  meadow  lands 
made  by  the  Plymouth  Court  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Taunton  in  1640  occurs  this  passage:  "And  the  Court 
doth  further  order,  that  they  will  see  Mr.  Hooke,  Mr. 
Strccte,  and  Mrs.  Poole  shall  have  competent  meadow 
and  uplands  for  farms  laid  forth  for  them  about  May 
next,  by  Captain  Standish  and  such  others  with  him 
as  shall  be  especially  assigned  thereunto."  From  this 
it  is  to  be  inferred  that  she  was  an  intimate  friend  of 
the  two  ministers,  and  interested  with  them  in  plant- 
ing a  church  of  Christ  in  the  new  settlement.  From 
other  sources  we  have  abundant  proof  that  she  was 
an  ardent  Puritan  of  deep  and  earnest  piety.  The 
lands  promised  to  her  above  were  laid  forth  to  her 
subsequently j  as  follows: 

"  Those  lAudi  which  hj  order  of  Ck>nrt  were  hj  Miles  Standish  and 
John  Browne  assistants  in  the  goTemmentof  Plymouth,  appointed  to  be 
liiid  ont  nnto  Mrs.  Klisalieth  Poole  of  Thanton,  as  followeth :  May,  1639. 

*'  Imprimis.  At  her  farm  of  Littleworth  forty  acres  of  meadow,  l>eing 
at  the  end  next  unto  her  house  there,  lying  at  that  end  between  the 
south  and  the  southwest  and  so  northerly. 

**  Item.  Fifly  acres  of  such  upland  which  she  will  make  choice  of 
thereabouts. 

"Item.  Fifty  acres  of  upland  lyipg  near  the  Two  Mile  Brook,  Joining 
to  the  marsh  on  the  south  side  thereof,  as  slso  half  of  the  same  marsh 
for  quantity  and  quality. 

**  Item.  An  hundred  acres  of  upland  lying  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Great  River  of  Tsunton. 

**  Item.  For  her  home  lot  XV  acres  to  be  next  nnto  Mr.  Hooke*s  house 
lot,  as  also  to  the  mill  six  acres. 

"  Item.  That  these  lands  be  measured  out  in  a  conTenient  time,  by  the 
freemen  or  some  of  them,  and  by  a  man  well  experienced  In  the  meas- 
uring of  grounds. 

**  Miles  Stamdisii. 

"JoHir  Brownk.** 

Her  Littleworth  farm  was  in  the  extreme  easterly 
part  of  the  town,  near  the  bounds  of  Middleborough, 
not  far  from  Furnace  Pond,  so  called.  A  stream  or 
brook  running  from  one  of  the  ponds  in  that  vicinity 
is  still  remembered  as  Littleworth  Brook.  The  fifty 
acres  near  the  Two-Mile  Brook  was  near  the  Anchor 
Forge,  in  what  is  now  Raynham.  The  one  hundred 
acres  on  the  other  side  of  the  Great  River  is  not 
easily  located  at  the  present  time.  Her  home  lot, 
consisting  in  the  whole  of  twenty -one  acres,  was  on 
the  south  side  of  Main  Street,  extending  westerly 
nearly  to  Winthrop  Street,  easterly  to  Mr.  Hooke's 
house  lot,  near  the  east  end  of  Main  Street,  and  was 
bounded  on  the  south  by  Mill  River.  She  bought  a 
small  piece  of  ground  of  Mr.  Hooke  for  a  burial  lot, 
which  is  thus  described  in  the  description  of  John 
Poors  lands,  who  was  her  nephew  and  devisee: 
''  Item.  A  small  piece  of  land,  which  his  said  aunt 
purchased  of  Mr.  Hook  for  a  burying  place,  joining 
to  her  said  home  lot  on  the  east  side  of  it  by  the 
road,  and  is  bounded  by  a  stake  within  the  fence  by 
the  road,  and  from  said  stake  to  another  stake  towards 
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the  river  iiiiindiiig  twenLy  yanlit  from  liU  orciiard 
fence,  Just  titkiiig  in  a  lillle  thicket  of  upple-trecf. 
Tliia  range  U  live  yitrda  diitaiil  from  the  etutwnrd 
«ud  of  the  tomb  where  Mra.  Pool  Hon  buried." 

tihe  built  u  liou^e  npon  her  home  lot,  and  lived 
there  until  1053,  the  yeiir  before  her  dealli,  when  she 
'  bought  n  lot  with  a  houae  upon  it  of  Ro1i«rt  Thorn- 
ton, Ui  which  she  removed,  itnd  where  iihti  dl»l  Mtiy 
21,  11)54.  It;  her  will  abe  gitve  tliu  moat  iif  her  rtuil 
wtaie  to  her  brother,  William  Tule,  for  hia  llfetlihe, 
Knd  nfter  hia  denth  to  hia  elilestson,  John  I'ule,  wliom 
she  mnde  executor.  A  few  iteuia  IVom  her  will  are 
here  given: 


«•  yHrtlBi  hdbr,  <r  II 


MbjJlB,«W 


■■  KlIUkiTU  I'atc. 


The  lot  bought  of  llobert  Thornton  ia  Ihns  nlluded 
to :  "  Also  the  house  wherein  I  uuw  dwell,  which  I 
bought  of  Robert  Thornton,  and  the  lot  thereunto 
Bppertiiining,  which  I  bought  of  him  therewith."  lly 
the  Hid  of  the  proprietoni'  records  thia  lot  uin  be 
Teadily  located.  In  the  description  of  WillinDi  Hat- 
Tey'a  Ixiida  hia  home  lot  ia  thus  ileacribed:  Four 
screa  of  upland,  more  or  leaa.  |;rantcd  tii  him  for  a 
house  lot,  butted  and  bounded  an  followeth :  By  the 
highway  southward,  the  town  commons  northward, 
the  land  that  was  Lieut.  George  Maiiey'a  eastward, 
the  hind  of  IleEehinh  Hoar  westward ;  also  alunt  one 
■ere  bounded  by  the  highway  north,  the  Qrcal  Kiver 
south,  George  Maccy's  land  enxt,  Heielciuh  Huar'a 
land  west.  Sold  of  these  lands  lintt  t^i  the  town  for  a 
common  way  two  jmle  in  breadth,  the  whole  length 
of  the  Hrst-meuEioned  fourVurca,  on  the  wextcrly  aide 
of  said  lot.  2d.  Sold  to  George  Macey  a  small  quan- 
tity of  it  at  the  southerly  end  of  it  next  the  highway. 
The  remainder  of  these  parcels  wan  aold  to  Waiter 
Deane,  of  Taunton,  aforesaid. 

From  subsequent  deeds  of  these  premises  we  know 
that  the  common  way,  two  pole  in  breadth,  on  the 
westerly  aide  of  the  firat  described  lot,  was  called 
Hoar's  lane,  now  known  as  Winter  Street.  Hezckiah 
Hoar  owned  the  lot  on  the  west  side  of  the  lane  now 
owned  and  occupied  by  Mr.  N.  Bradford  Dean. 

From  the  description  of  Oeorge  Macey's  lands: 
Imprimis,  his  home  lot  four  acres,  more  or  less, 
bounded  by  the  lands  of  William  Harvey  on  the 
westward  side,  and  by  the  land  of  CapL  Williaui 
Poole  (formerly)  on  the  eastward  aide,  the  highway 


on  the  southward  end,  and  the  i 
northerly  end.  Also  one  acre,  more  or  leM,  uu  tlie 
other  side  of  the  highway,  bounded  by  the  land  of 
William  Harvey  on  the  west,  Capt.  Poolo  on  th«  eaat, 
the  Qrent  River  on  tiie  south,  and  the  highway  ou 
the  north. 

In  liiSG,  Robert  Thornton  gave  a  L-unfirumtory  deed 
to  John  Pole,  of  Doaton,  whom  he  acknowledged  *» 
tlia  tight  hulr  and  snociiHidor  of  lilixabelU  Polo,  re- 
citing that  in  or  about  tho  yunr  1(15:1  hu  Hold  wiM 
Elizabeth  I'otu  one  fuur-uoru  hoiwo  lot,  lying  between 
the  lauda  of  William  Pule  on  the  east,  and  Walter 
Deane  on  the  west,  headed  by  the  Great  River  an  the 
south,  and  by  the  commons  on  llie  north,  together 
with  one  houHe  thereupon  being;  the  deed,  if  any 
was  given,  being  hwl. 

The  lot  thna  described  was  the  home  lot  of  George 
Macey,  including  the  land  on  Ihu  aoutli  side  of  the 
highway  and  the  small  pjueo  on  the  aoulhorly  vml  uf 
William  Harvey's  lot  next  to  the  highway.  This  piuve 
was  on  the  easterly  corner  uf  Winter  and  lleaii  Streets, 
itnil  joined  Macey's  original  home  lot  nu  the  taut. 
How  far  the  whole  lot  ext«nded  uu  Dean  Street  from 
the  corner  cannot  be  exactly  determined,  oa  mcusiin!* 
ments  are  not  given,  but  probably  somewhat  beyuiid 
the  middle  of  the  lot  owned  by  the  heirs  of  Uie  loU    1 
Mra.  Fanny  Dean.     Capt.  Wtllium  Poolc'a  lot  wM  V 
the  next  on  the  east,  and  extcndeil  to  the  brook  wliidi  ^ 
croBsea  Duan  Street  just  east  uf  the  rctidcncu  of  tlia     ' 
late  Capt.  Ezra  T.  Howlaud.    tiomewhere  on  tlie  lot 
thus  conveyed  by  Robert  Thornton,  and  aiuat  proba- 
bly near  its  Winter  Street  boundary,  stood  tlio  liwuae 
in  which  Eliuibelli  Poole  died.  J 

Hur  rcnuiins  rostoil  in  ber  own  toniL  until  1771,^ 
when  thoy  were  removed  by  John  Uurlund,  Ksii.,  Iicr 
next  of  kin,  to  the  Plain  burying-grounJ,  uud  a  large 
slab  was  laid  upon  the  grave  bearing  an  iustiriplion 
written  by  Hon.  itobert  Treat  Paine,  who  wan  fur 
aeveral  years  a  resident  of  Taunton,    This  iii»vri|>tioii 
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Mr.  Uaylies,  in  his  "  llUtory  of  Plymouth  Colony," 
.lalma  for  Elixabctli  Pool  the  great  honor  of  btung 
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the  foundren  of  Taunton,  mnd  the  first  porchaaer  of 
itH  territory  from  the  Indians.  "  Jhw  ftmuna  fariP* 
18  the  motto  with  which  he  honors  her  achierement. 
He  claims  for  her  the  greater  honor  of  heing  the  first 
of  the  English  who  practically  admitted  the  force  of 
that  moral  obligation  which  requires  the  consent  of 
the  owner  helbre  property  can  be  taken  from  his  pos- 
session and  a]>propriatcfi  to  the  \we  of  niu»thcr  by 
paying  a  fair  equiralent  for  her  lands  before  occupa- 
tion. 

Resting  upon  the  great  reputation  of  Mr.  Baylies 
as  a  conscientious  and  accurate  historian,  these  claims 
have  only  recently  been  questioned.  The  Hon.  Henry 
WillismSyOf  Taunton,  made  a  most  thorough  and  ex- 
haiistiTe  examination  into  the  historical  Irnsis  for 
these  claims  in  a  v«*ry  able  |»n|>er  read  licfore  the 
Old  Colony  Historical  Society  Jan.  12,  1880,  in 
which  the  conclusion  is  reached  that  the  eridence 
fails  to  siipiwrt  the  claims.  This  paper  was  pub- 
lished in  No.  2  of  the  collections  of  that  society. 
There  is  no  need  to  re-examine  the  question  here. 
The  present  writer  will  only  add  that  his  investiga- 
tions hare  strengthened  the  conclusion  that  there  is 
an  entire  lack  of  eridencc  to  warrant  the  claims. 

The  propriety  of  honoring  the  alleged  foundress  of 
the  town  by  9ome  suitable  memorial  was  suggested  to 
the  women  of  Taunton  by  the  publication  of  Mr. 
Baylies'  memoir,  and  through  their  efforts  a  comely 
marble  monument  was  erected  in  Mount  Pleasant 
Cemetery,  then  recently  consecrated,  for  which  Mr. 
Baylies  is  understoorl  to  have  furnished  tlie  inscrip- 
tion, which  is  as  follows: 


I 


"TIm  ffnaaln  of  Taaaton 

bare  rrrefrH  fhiii  miMiammit 

in  mrmnrr  »f 

BiJXAiirnf  roof^ 

FtmnArttM 

oC  the  tovn  of  TiiantoB, 

in  1639. 

Bora,  hHbre  the  Mttlement 

of  America, 

In  Kngland,  159. 

DM  at  Taantirti 

Maj  21, 1654.** 

The  halo  of  romance  encircling  her  name  as  the 
virgin  foundress  and  mother  of  our  fair  town  may 
farle  away  in  the  light  of  better  information  ;  but  it 
will  leave  to  lier  the  substantial  honor  belonging  to 
an  intrepid  Christian  woman  who  cheerfully  bore 
her  |mrt  in  the  periln  and  privations  of  a  new  settle- 
ment undertaken  for  the  love  of  religion  in  the  fear 
of  Oofl. 

William  Pool,  whose  name  stands  first  on  the  list  of 
freemen,  wan  l>om  in  8hute,  in  Devon  County,  Eng- 
land, Dec.  4, 1593,  according  to  the  authority  already 
cited  in  reference  to  his  sister,  Elizabeth  Pool.  He 
scttlcfl  firet  in  Dorchester,  but  came  to  Taunton  cer- 
tainly as  early  as  1637.  In  1639  he  is  called  Capt 
Poole,  and  ordered  to  exercine  the  inhabitants  of 
Cohnnnet  in  their  amis.  He  was  one  of  the  depu- 
ties to  the  Plymouth  Court  in  that  year,  the  first  year 


in  which  deputies  were  sent  iaitead  of  tlw  vlMile 
body  of  the.  freemen,  and  again  in  tlw  years  IMI-4SL 
In  1646  he  was  choeen  one  of  tlw  OmmI  of  War, 
and  again  in  1658.  In  1657  he  is  BiMgid  as  one  of 
the  selectmen.  During  all  this  tiaie  he  was  tlie  prin- 
cipal military  officer  in  town,  and  is  always  lefetied 
to  as  Capt.  Poole.  Nor.  IS.  1667,  an  ioqaei*  war 
held  U|K>n  the  body  of  hb  son,  TiaKithy  Pmde,  aged 
about  twenty-fire  years,  who  was  Ibaiid  drowacd  in  a 
pond,  whither  he  had  gone  to  shoot  sone  fowl.  Hit 
home  lot  was  on  Dean  Street  nesct  east  of  George 
Macey'^  and  extended  to  the  brook  crossing  the 
street  just  beyond  the  resideBee  of  the  late  0^4. 
HowlamL  Late  in  life  he  retomed  to  Dorrbcster, 
and  died  tiiere.  In  Rlake'a  "  Annals  of  Dorchester,*' 
uufler  date  of  1674,  is  this  notice, — 

"This  year  died  Mr.  Wllliaai  Pole,  of  whom  ye 
records  thus  speak:  'Mr.  WllliaM  W^  that  sage* 
revered,  pious  man  of  God,  departed  this  life  Feb. 
24, 1674.'  lie  was  clerk  of  ye  writs  and  register  of 
births,  deaths,  and  marriages  in  Doreheater  about  te« 
years ;  and  after  school-BMster  in  Dorchester." 

He  composed  an  epitaph  fer  hisnaeIC  iriiidi  was  in- 
scrilied  upon  his  tombstone.  His  son,  John  FOol, 
married  Elizabeth  Brenton,  the  daughter  of  William 
Brenton.  Esq.,  who  was  a  prominent  proprietor  in  the 
South  Purchase,  and  afterwards  rennoved  to  Bristol. 
John  Pool  became  a  merchant  in  Boston.  In  the 
easterly  part  of  the  tosm  a  large  fiurm  was  laid  out 
and  received  the  name  of  the  *'  Shote  fiurm,"  doobt> 
less  in  memory  of  the  town  of  Shote,  in  England, 
from  whence  the  family  came.  A  large  plain  in  that 
part  of  the  town  was  quite  emriy  called  *'  Mrs.  PooPs 
plain."  The  name  still  clings  to  it  as  "  Pole  Plain,*' 
taking  the  original  form  of  the  femily  name. 

John  Gilbert,  Sr.,  came  fn>m  Dorchester,  and  was 
a  freeman  of  Cohannet  in  1637.  Mr.  Savage  supposes 
he  msT  have  come  from  England  in  the  '*  Mary  and 
John"  in  1630.  He  was  one  of  the  deputies  to  Plym- 
outh Court  in  1639.  At  this  time  he  was  probably 
somewhat  advanced  in  life,  as  his  name  is  not  in  the 
list  of  1643  of  those  between  sixteen  and  sixty  years 
of  age  subject  to  military  duty.  This  may  account 
for  the  fact  that  his  nsme  does  not  again  appear  in 
connection  with  any  public  office.  There  is  an  inter- 
esting deposition  touching  his  early  settlement  in 
Taunton,  recorded  in  the  Registry  of  Deeds  liook  2, 
page  32,  which  is  worth  transcribing : 

**  Th«  trttioKtny  of  John  RichaMHid,  a|t«d  aboat  dxty^aarea  j«an. 
Tf^iflelh  and  a»lth,  thr  yrar  ISM  I   rrrj  vril  wwmber  that  th<>B 
when  w«  caiac  fin<  to  Taantoa.  vhicli  waa  ia  109  aa  afomtid.    Than 
Mr.  John  Gilbert  had  a  hooae  at  a  aifailov  dowi)  on  th<>  wtwlward  vida 
of  Tanaton  Grvat  Rirer,  and  thare  wlatvrrd  eattia  ftir  won^  yeara.  and 
■mne  7f>ara  after  did  ata  to  fptch  har  from  aaM  wadow  to  th«  tovn,  and 
afkenrard  mid  Mr.  Qilliert  told  mM  nMadow  and  thoaa  that  boBsht 
aforv^idd  BMadov  did  improve  it  many  jvaim.    Aad  It  waa  known  by 
the  name  of  Mr.  Gilbert**  Hxm  atieadow ;  and  when  the  proprietor*  of 
the  Sonth  Parrhaae  by  their  eomaittae  went  to  Mt  boaads  between  aaid 
proprietor**  lots  and  the  meadow*  on  the  w«atward  eida  of  Tannton 
River,  I,  Mid  John   RlchnMnd  wa*  one  oi  mJA  oommittea,  and  when 
came  to  the  alioT(«tld  meadow  flbnnerly  called  Mr.  Gllliert**  fknn  mea> 
dow,  then  In  the  pomearioa  of  John  Smith,  aald  eommlttaa  ofdarad  the 
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luntidi  qT  Mid  HI 


id  turlbor  ulili 


Sworn  to  Jan.  6,  IQ9e-D7,  before  Thomaa  Looiinrd, 
jualicD.  Joliu  Hatliuwny,  of  tho  Baiiio  nge,  luitclc  (iiiUi 
to  the  tiaiiieatatement,  except  oaly  tlio  time  when  they 
first  came  to  Taunton,  or  when  Mr.  Gilbt-rt  Hrul  |ias- 
■eestied  tiuid  muudow.  Juhii  Richmond  ubuvu  tiuiiiuil 
wiu  the  son  of  the  iirttt  Joliii  Uiuhniiiiicl. 

Jolm  Oill)ert  <lio<l  hetweuii  l(!r>t  iiinl  \C,r>7,  liNivitig 
A  will,  rccurdeil  ut  I'lymouUi,  ill  wliiuli  he  aillH  hiiii- 
•elf  "of  Pondsbrooke,  Tauaton,"  He  guve  to  hia 
■ou  Gylex  his  form  of  one  liiiniired  acriM,  lueiiliuna 
Bona  Joseph,  ThoniHs,  Joliii,  daughter  Mnry  Nur- 
croiw,  and  wife  Winifred.  Uii  liirin  wiut  iu  the 
northerly  purl  of  the  jiresent  town  of  Berkley,  and 
can  Htill  be  identified.  The  iinmc  Poaddbrooke  wus 
probably  auftgestcd  by  the  fact  that  there  is  a  pond 
with  a  brook  Itowiug  from  it  aear  by.  It  occurs  oc- 
'CaaioauUy  in  old  disdcriptiena  of  lands.  Uia  aon  John 
ivas  suspected  of  felony  in  1640,  and  wua  wanted  ut 
court ;  but  having  obtained  leave  to  go  to  IHngland, 
made  over  his  estate  in  Taunton  and  elsewhere  to 
Nathaniel  Sowther  in  behalf  of  tlie  government,  for 
Answering  such  ihingu  as  might  be  ubjuuted  against 
him.  He  was  to  return  from  England  in  two  yeum, 
but  there  is  no  record  that  he  ever  did  return. 

Thomas  Gilbert,  the  oldest  sod,  married  Jaae  Uos- 
eiter,  the  daugliter  of  Hugh  Rossiter.  He  was  ad- 
mitted a  freeman  in  1651.  In  1G4S  and  1649  he  wus 
the  cnnslable  of  Taunton,  and  in  16,^2  one  of  the 
deputies  to  i'lyniouth.  In  1G53  certain  couipluinta 
were  made  against  him,  but  he-  hud  tlien  gone  to 
England,  leaving  his  wife  and  children  here.  Ho 
never  returned,  but  died  there  in  1()76,  and  his  wife 
was  grunted  ndniinistratioa  on  bis  estate  the  follow- 
.ing  year. 

John  Strong  was  the  son  of  Richard  Strong,  of 
England,  and  came  1o  thin  country  in  the  "  Mary  and 
John"  in  1030.  He  settled  first  in  Dorohestcr,  was  a 
resident  of  llingham  in  16^,  and  from  there  came 
to  Taunton,  where  he  was  a  freeman  in  1G37.  He  was 
appointed  the  first  constable  in  1G38,  and  was  again 
appointed  in  103a  lie  was  a  de|>nty  in  1041,  104:i, 
and  1G43.  lie  removed  to  Windsor,  Conn.,  and  in 
1659  to  Northampton,  where  he  became  the  first 
ruling  elder  ia  tlie  church,  aad  died  there  ia  10!K), 
aged  aiuety-four.  He  had  seveateen  chiidrcu.  Caleb 
Strong,  from  18D0  to  1807  Governor  of  Musaachusetts, 
was  his  desccnilajit.  Mis  house  lot  in  Taunton  was 
on  Dean  Street,  aeit  west  of  John  Dean's  lot.  In 
lOBO  he  gave  to  Waller  Doane,  who  married  liis 
sister  Ellinor,  a'power  of  attorney  to  dispose  of  his 
real  estato  in  Taunton. 

Edward  Case  cunie  from  Watertown.  He  whs  one 
of  the  lirxt  freemen  in  IUii7,  and  one  of  the  deputies 
to  riymouth  in  1G40,  and  again  in  1U47-43  and  104!). 
In  1045  he  was  appointed  on  a  committee  composed 
of  leading  men  from  the  several  towns  iu  the  colony, 
'.  and  of  which  Mr.  John  Browne  was  also  a  member. 


U>  prepare  and  recommend  new  laws  for  the  redrCH  I 
of  present  abuscit  and  the  preventing  of  audi  in  tbtn 
future.     His  lot  wus  on   Dean  Strevt,  and  iaclud«d  J 
probably  the  eatules  now  owned  by  Mr.  Le  Barun  &| 
Church  and  Mrs.  Loveriag.aadditendiugstill  lartbgrl 
west.     He  sold  his  lands  in  Taunton  to  Stunuel  Wtl-  f 
Iwrc,  of  lioston,  nad  removed,  whitht-r  is  un 
e&imuul  Wilhore,  aceunling  to  Mr.  Ituyliia,  iuibibaij 
tlie  viuWB  iif  Mrx.  [liiUdiinson  and  lia^imu  imv  of  In 
fulluwi-rs.     How  long  hu  rosidwl  In  Tunntiiu  uuiaM 
l>a  told  exactly,  but  it  could  have  boon  but  >  f«i 
years,  for  he  died  us  early  us  1CS7,  leuviiiK  bis  lioni 
and  lot  in  Tunnton  to  his  son  Slia<lrach,  for  an  innnJFf 
yean  the  town  clerk. 

Henry  Andrews  was  one  of  tbe  Ural  freeuittti  i 
1037,  and  one  of  tho  deputies  in  IGSD.  He  was  a 
di'puty  at  u  special  court  held  in  beptemlier,  ISIS, 
and  was  again  deputy  in  1043,  1041,  and  1649.  In 
1040  he  wus  appointed  on  a  committt'«,  cumpused  uf 
one  from  each  town,  "to  consider  of  a  way  for  tliu  de- 
fraying the  charges  of  tlie  magistrates'  table,  by  way 
of  excise  upon  wine  and  other  things." 

He  built  the  first  meeting- bouse,  for  which  Ita  n- 
ceived  in  pay  the  imW  {Msturc,  as  is  stated  elsewhere. 
He  with  John  MacomUr  was  allowed  in  ICA9  lo 
ereetasaw-niill  ou  Mill  Uivor,  "  if  it  he  found  not 
hurtful  to  the  grist-mill."  In  his  will,  which  is  dated 
March  13,  1G52,  he  calls  himself  a  yoomun.  Ue 
gives  to  his  daughter,  Mary  Hedges  (wife  of  William 
Hedges),  a  d welling- 1 lOUsc  near  his  uwn  in  TtUIUloa, 
aiul  aller  her  to  bis  grandsoa,  John  Hedges;  lo  his 
daughters,  Saiuh  uad  Abigail,  one  huudrad  aad 
thirty  pouada  in  the  hands  of  Juhn  I'lirlicr,  aliiw- 4 
maker,  of  Doston  ;  to  his  sou  Henry  his  house.  His 
wife's  name  was  Mary.  His  son  Henry  was  killed  by 
the  Indians  ia  1G7G.  Hia  liomo  lot  is  dcscribod  as 
bounded  by  the  laads  of  John  Strong  on  the  north, 
of  James  Wyatt  on  tlie  south,  faced  by  the  Great 
ICiver  on  the  east  end,  and  containing  six  acres,  more 
or  less;  alsii  six  acres  on  tlie  farther  sidu  >,{'  the 
(ireat  River,  lying  upposil«  and  liiuing  the  lioiue  lot. 
His  descendants  were  large  land-owners  in  the  luiat 
part  of  tlie  tnwn. 

John  iirowiie  settled  first  ia  I'lymoiiJt,  where  hie 
name  ap|iears  in  the  list  of  freemen  as  having  been 
admitted  in  103S.  The  name  of  his  U'uthur,  I'eter 
llrewne,  is  in  tlie  list  of  1G33.  In  the  recunhi  of  the 
Governor  and  Company  uf  the  Massachuselte  Ray  iu 
New  England,  bul'ore  Ihi.'  reiniivnl  uf  llie  Ictiurs  |iut- 
mit  aad  the  government  lo  America,  under  dale  of 
March  V2,  1G28,  appears  the  following  entry:  "John 
Hrowne,  gent,  and  Mr.  Samuel  Browne,  of  ttoxwell, 
in  Emcx,  take  their  passage  in  the  Oompuny  shifa  for 
New  Kagland,  .  .  .  intending  to  plant  there,"  etc. 
In  102!)  tliey  were  appuinteil  by  the  company  in  Eng- 
land ussistunts  to  Uuveriiur  Endiuott,  and  were  highly 
recommended  in  letters  to  the  liovernor  and  Council; 
Mr.  John  Browne  being  spoken  uf  as  "u  man  ex- 
perieiitied  ia  the  laws  of  our  kingdom,  and  such  aa 
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one  as  we  are  pereuaded  will  worthily  deserve  your 
favor  and  fnrtlicrance."  Tlioy  fell  into  8omn  diflnr- 
oncw,  however,  with  Governor  Kndicott  and  the  min- 
isteni,  Mr.  Skclton  and  Mr.  lligginnon,  and  were  nent 
back  to  England.  (See  Records  of  Massachusetts, 
vol.  I.  pp.  34,  51-^,  387,  398,  407-9.) 

Was  not  this  the  John  Hrownc  afterwards  of  PIvm- 
outh  and  Taunton  ? 

Mr.  Browne  was  chosen  one  of  (iovcrnor  Winslow's 
assistants  in  1G36,  while  living  in  Plymouth,  and  was 
annually  re-elected  until  1655.  He  was  chosen  one 
of  the  commissioners  of  the  United  Colonics  on  the 
part  of  Plymouth  Colony  in  1G44,  the  year  after  the 
confederation  was  formed,  and  was  continued  in  the 
oflice  until  KiOi'),  a  period  of  twelve  years.  This  was 
nn  olliee  of  great  ini|M>rt4ine.c  an<l  reMponsihility.  JOacli 
colony  in  the  confederation  was  represented  hy  two 
coniniissioners  only.  J  lis  colleagues  in  the  oflice  dur- 
ing his  term  of  service  were  (toveriior  Winslow,  one 
year;  Timothy  II ntherly,  two  years;  (lovernor  Hra<l- 
ford,  three  years;  Thomas  I'rence,  five  years.  Ho 
was  one  of  the  Council  of  War  in  1042,  1640,  and 
1063.  In  1055  he  was  deputed  by  the  court  to  take 
the  proof  of  wills  in  Taunton.  He  was  frequently 
appointe<l  on  important  committees  to  settle  difficul- 
ties l>etween  towns,  to  run  boundary  lines,  and  to  act 
in  various  capacities  for  the  interest  of  the  colony. 
There  were  few  men  who  were  more  constantly  em- 
ployed in  public  affairs  than  he. 

It  is  not  easy  to  determine  just  how  long  he  was  a 
resident  of  Taunton.  In  the  list  of  those  subject  to 
military  duty  in  Taunton,  in  1043,  his  name  stands 
first.  The  names  of  his  sons,  John  anil  James,  also 
appear  in  the  list,  so  that  he  was  then  here  with  his 
family.  In  March,  1047,  the  Plymouth  C>>lonial  Rec- 
ords speak  of  "  Mr.  John  Browne,  of  Rehoboth,  one 
of  the  awistants  of  this  government.''  In  1045  he 
was  the  first  namefl  of  seven  men  chosen  to  order  the 
prudential  affairs  of  that  town.  In  the  latter  part  of 
the  wame  year  he  l>ecame  the  principal  proprietor  of 
Wannamoiset  Neck,  afterwards  the  town  of  Swansea. 
In  lf>55  he  made  a  deed  of  his  real  estate  in  Taun- 
ton, containing  the  following  description :  "  I,  John 
Browne,  ont  of  my  especial  love  and  good-will,  have 
heretofore  given  nnto  my  cousin,  .lohn  Tisdall,  that 

dwclling-honne  which  I  Iwnght  of  Goodman ,  with 

some  garden  and  a  lot  of  land  thereunto  belonging, 
containing  alvmt  three  acres,  be  it  more  or  less;  and 
furthermore,  f  do  declare  that  for  divers  gr>o#l  causes 
and  considerntions  me  hereunto  moving,  did  bargain 
and  sell  that  dwelling-hofi!»e  which  once  myself  live«i 
in  at  Taunton,  with  ham  and  outbuildings,  and  all 
the  land  thereunto  belonging,  with  all  such  lanii  as 
by  any  way  apperfaineth  nnto  me,  the  «^aid  .John 
Browne,  unto  my  aforesaid  cousin,  John  Tisdall,  and 
my  cousin,  James  Walker,  his  brothcr-in-l.iw."  In 
the  list  of  1075,  James  Walker  appears  as  the  owner 
of  Mr.  John  Brf)wne'fl  rights. 

He  died  at  Wannamoiset,  April  10,  1602.     Morton, 


in  his  "  New  England's  Memorial/*  hM  the  following 
notice  of  him,  pp.  275-277  : 

"ThU  your  Mr.  John  ttn»wh  «mtl(^)  tlilt  llf)^.  In  hHi  jrnwnfp^r  ymm, 
imr^UinK  Inln  th«t  low  ei)Mnttit«s  h«  b«osm^  iie«|iisliitw)  with  snit  tiwk 
good  likinx  to  th«  reverend  pMtor  of  the  chvreh  ofChrftt  et  fiAyden,  at 
nUnt  to  diindry  of  the  hrethren  of  that  chttreh,  which  endent  emii  y  tnditcM 
him  (np«>n  his  coming  over  to  New  RngUnd)  to  mmI  himielf  in  the  Jiirl*' 
diction  of  New  IMymonth,  In  which  he  wsn  choeen  •  megtotrnte,  In  whirh 
pincr  ho  perTeil  Hod  nnil  the  cimnlry  eevernl  yeikrt.  He  wah  well  nrcom- 
l»lliihe«l  with  nhiUtiee  to  lM)th  civil  snd  religious  eoncemments,  end  et- 
telnod,  through  (lutl*R  gmce,  unto  s  comrorteble  peraueslon  of  the  lote 
anil  faror  of  Qod  to  him.  He,  falling  sick  of  a  fdirer,  with  mnch  serenity 
and  epirltual  comfort,  fell  asleep  hi  the  fiorti,  and  was  honorsMy  hurled 
at  Wannamoiset,  near  Reholioth,  In  the  spring  of  the  ycM-  ahoTosald.** 

The  description  of  his  houses  and  lands  In  the  deed 
cited  does  not  indicate  their  locality.  In  tJie  lay-out 
of  lands  in  early  times  •*  Mr.  Hrowne's  Hrook**  i«  fre- 
quently iiametl  as  a  well-known  landmark.  From 
this  and  from  tho  deeds  of  subsequent  owners,  it  Is 
probable  tho  location  of  his  lands  was  on  the  west- 
erly side  of  the  Great  lllvor,  between  tho  Woir  and 
DightfUi  line. 

John  Bryant  died  April  28,  1088,  while  the  plan- 
tation bore  Its  Indian  name,  Cohannet.  Ills  will, 
which  was  nuncupative,  or  oral,  was  presented  to 
the  Plymouth  Court,  June  4,  1038,  by  Richard  Paul 
and  William  Scaddlng,  who  testified  that  two  days 
before  his  death  they  heard  him  declare  this  will, 
lie  gave  all  his  goods  and  chattels  to  John,  his  son, 
except  a  platter  and  a  bottle,  which  he  gave  to  Richard 
Paul.  And  he  desired  Mr.  John  Gilbert  to  take  the 
goods  into  his  hands  and  manage  to  the  best  advan- 
tage for  his  son.  The  inventory  was  taken  by  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Poole,  Mrs.  Jane  Poole,  William  Scadding, 
and  Richard  Paul.  The  amount  was  forty-three 
pounds  three  shillings  and  three  pence.  The  property 
consisted  of  household  goorls  and  a  stock  of  tools 
consisting  of  arizes,  saws,  etc.,  from  which  it  is  to  be 
inferred  that  he  was  a  wheelwright  or  a  carpenter. 
There  was  no  real  estate.  Nothing  more  is  known  of 
him.  This  is  the  first  will  on  the  records  from  Taun- 
ton. His  son  had  not  reached  the  age  of  sixteen  in 
104.%  as  his  name  does  not  appear  in  the  military  list 
of  that  year.  But  he  was  admitted  a  freeman  in  1054, 
and  was  entitled  to  a  division  of  lands  in  1059. 

Hexekiah  Hoar  was  the  brother  of  Leonard  Hoar, 
third  president  of  Harvard  College.  He  had  other 
brothers, — Daniel,  of  Boston,  .lohn,  of  Bcituate,  ac- 
cording to  Savage ;  and  Mr.  Baylies  says  that  Richard 
Floar,  whose  name  is  on  the  military  list  of  Yarmouth 
in  104.*?,  was  his  brother.  Plis  house-lot  was  on  the 
west>eriy  corner  of  Winter  Street,  and  adjoined  Walter 
Diane's  lot  on  the  west.  This  street  was  anciently 
calle<l  Hoar's  lane,  taking  its  name  undoubte/lly  from 
him.  His  name  is  on  an  early  list  of  those  that  had 
takea  the  oath  of  fidelity  in  Cohannet,  and  in  1053 
he  was  propounded  as  freeman.  In  1055  his  name 
again  appears  among  those  propounded,  hut  there  is 
no  record  of  his  admission.  He  was  a  e^n<itable  of 
the  town  in  I(>57,  1003,  and  1672,  anf\  one  of  the,  sur- 
vevors  of  the  highways  in  165V.     H^  ww  av>\>^\nted 
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an  ensign  in  the  expedition  prnpusec]  in  1663  agnin»t 
the  Dutch  in  New  York.  In  1608  be  aold  hia  houiie- 
lot  to  liiB  >ons,  Edward  and  Hexekiuli,  and  tba  aiinio 
year  they  conveyed  it  to  Earn  Deuue,  the  non  of  Will- 
ter  Deane.  The  family  teem  to  have  become  reiii* 
dents  in  the  South  Purchase,  uHerwarils  Dightoii. 

Willinm  HaiUtiine  was  made  a  frccnmn  in  1644. 
Be  dcius  not  ttecin  t4»huve  held  nny  iiiihlicoincu.  I  Id 
wtwu  tailor  by  IriLdo,  and  his  diliirully  with  an  a|i< 
prentice  uh  uIhu  hia  ciintniVGray  with  .Fuiiica  Wiilhi:r 
*te  els&wiiere  referred  to.  In  1660  the  proprietors 
granted  him  two  or  three  ocreii  of  land,  provided  that 
he  should  not  Hell  it  or  give  it  away  while  he  and  his 
wife  lived.  ThiswB«  in  addition  lo  the  divisions  of 
laud  belonging  to  hlni  as  a  proprietor.  In  1667  be 
■ueit  the  selectmen  of  the  tAwii  in  un  action  of  the 
case  for  iiun-performunce  of  a  town  order  renpecting 
land  duo  to  him.  He  obtained  a  verdict  in  his  favor 
for  the  laud  with  coau,  but  the  defendants  obtained  a 
review,  with  what  result  does  uot  appear.  He  was 
living  in  1675.  There  is  nothing  in  the  records  of 
births  to  show  that  he  bad  any  children.  Divisions 
of  land  after  his  death  were  made  upon  hia  rights  to 
penuina  of  a  different  name,  and  it  is  prohubiu  that 
ha  lelY  no  descendants,  and  was  the  only  one  of  the 

John  Gingell  was  among  those  of  Cohanuet  who 
took  the  oath  of  fidelity.  The  name  appeuru  in  va- 
rious forms  as  Gingell,  Oungle,  Oengill,  and  Gingen. 
He  was  in  the  list  of  1643  as  John  Gingell,  subject  to 
military  duty.  But  little  ia  knowu  of  him  as  a  resi- 
dent of  Taunton.  In  IG46  the  name  appcan  in  the 
list  of  freemen  of  Massachusetts  as  John  Qingen. 
Mr.  Savage  thinks  him  to  be  the  Tnunton  man,  and 
says  of  him  that  he  removed  to  UordiCHter,  thence 
alter  many  years  to  Baiem,  that  he  made  IiIh  will 
April  10,  1685,  calling  himself  then  seventy  yeara  old, 
iiamea  no  family  connections,  and  gives  five  )>ounds 
to  the  church  of  Dorchester,  and  the  same  sum  to  Mr. 
Lawson,  the  minister  of  Salem,  if  be  continues  there 
until  a  church  be  furmed.  The  will  was  proved  March 
24, 1687.  Richard  Williams  became  the  owner  of  his 
lands  in  Taunton,  but  probably  received  no  deed. 
Several  years  after  the  death'of  Richard  Williams, 
the  following  atlidavit  was  taken  and  recorded  in  the 
Segiatry  of  Deeds,  vol.  ii.  page  19: 

■'Tli«lBUii»DyiirMt.JohnBUIiwiyiuidJulii>IUd.i.u]n<I.Hi>..lHilUa( 
Taunloii,  Inljig;  of  lawful  igi  tMllSulli  Ihal  whaniBii  unt  J.iliri  Giiif nil 
Tu  Id  Tuuulun,  lu  or  ilxiuL  Uia  jbu  IIHV  ar  In  llwinit  IUD,iuiilBbuul 


William  Dunn  appears  as  one  of  the  original  pur- 
chasers, lint  no  mention  is  muilu  of  him  nftorwarda, 
except  in  the  divisions  of  lands,  in  which  William 
Witlierell  clairos  upon  his  rights.    Kev.  Mr.  Clark, 
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In  bis  "  History  of  Norton,"  supposes  that  he  wa|^ 
master  of  a  vessel,  and  Ihut  Witlierell  came  from  Ba^  I 
Innd  with  him  when  ijuile  young,  and  upon  DunnVJ 
departure  hegave  Witherell  bis  share  in  the  purchia*.  1 

John  Drake,  on  the  aulhorily  of  Mr.  Savage,  prob*! 
ably  came  in  tlio  lim't  with  Winthrup  to  Dnrchnterl 
or  Ilutiltin,  requested  lu  be  miide  a  freeman  iti  October,,! 
l(tW,  hut  wiuH  imvvr  uiln>itto<l,  r>'movi-d  li>  TaiinluB^J 
and  nut  long  alWr  In  Wlndi<or,  tSiitin.,  and  wa»  tttuK 
kiltdl  hy  a  uarl-wlim.-t  riinning  ovlt  htm,  Ait|;.  ITfl 
14ir>0.    Jnhn  Tisdall,  Jr.,  owned  hia  righU  in  ,1670. 

John  Kiugnley  probably  did  not  remain  long  id 
Tnunton.  Whither  he  went  ia  uncertain.  The  name 
appears  in  the  early  Norton  records,  but  whether  of 
the  same  family  ia  uncertain.  Tliumos  CaawcH  be- 
came the  owner  of  his  rights. 

The  Widow  Randall  is  only  known  by  that  dejtig- 
nation.  Whether  she  died  in  Tnunton,  or  liad  < 
family,  and  from  whence  ahe  came,  it  siscms  now 
fruitless  to  inquire.  Jonah  Austin,  Jr.,  claiincil  on 
what  was  called  "  the  half-purchase  rights  of  the 
Widow  Randill's." 

William  Philli[)s  was  one  of  the  older  mvii  of  ill*  \ 
settlement.  In  his  will,  datiKl  April  16, 1654.  he  m 
lie  is  threescore  years  and  leu  at  the  leiut.  He  gir«a 
his  bouse  to  bis  wife  Elisabeth  and  his  son  Jaines, 
whom  he  makes  executor,  and  provides  that  if  bia 
sou  die  without  issue,  it  might  descend  tu  tlio  children 
of  his  son-iniaw,  James  Walker.  His  son  Jiiinfls 
was  a  freeman  before  1670,  and  tu  1676  claims  un  hi* 
fHther's  rights. 

Hugh  Uoesiter  came  from  Dorchester,  whero  h«  h 
had  a  grant  of  a  small  lot  in  1635.  Hb  name  a|»-  ^ 
pears  on  the  liat  of  "  those  of  Cohannctt  tliat  haw 
Uiken  the  outli  of  fidelity,"  hut  not  on  the  military  list 
of  Hits.  Mr.  Ihiylies  says  he  had  then  gone  to  Con- 
necticut or  New  Haven.  His  daughter  Jane  mar- 
ried Thomas  Gilbert.  Joseph  Willis  was  the  owner 
of  his  rights  in  1675. 

Francis  Street  was  not  chosen  to  any  oDice  in  the 
town  MO  far  as  known.  His  name  appears  among 
those  who  had  taken  the  oath  of  fidelity  in  1657,  and 
also  in  the  earlier  list  of  Cohaiinct.  He  was  subject 
to  niililury  duly  in  1S43.  He  dii-d  in  1665,  leaving  » 
widow,  Eliiabeth,  who  married  Thomas  Lincoln,  nnd 
a  daughter  Mary,  who  Inherited  her  father's  rights. 
It  docs  not  appear  whether  he  was  relatcl  to  Kuv. 
Nichobu  Strcol. 

John  Luther  was  among  the  first  purchuocrs,  but 
hia  name  does  not  elsewhere  appear.  He  pmhably 
removed  from  town  or  died  early.  He  had  a  son 
Samuel,  hut  whether  any  other  family  is  not  known. 
The    following   votes    appear    on    the     projirielors' 


■  dtnuna  yo  l»lli  of  OcloUr,  MHi.  1*  Ihit  b*. 
nr  bli  fniictmart,  lulli  (ftfarad  A*  «M  tlflil* 
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John  HoUuwa.v,  that  served  the  Quvernot  sa  aergBanC 
near  two  y«in."  Tlie  court  Rrunted  to  tbo  fntlier, 
adminietrator  of  [h«  tri^tate  of  liis  said  son,  one  hun- 
dred and  fln,y  acrux  in  some  Tree  pU<»  near  to  vnme 
plantation.  The  Innd  was  laid  out  in  1671.  In  1687, 
Halachi  HoUovvuy,  or  Tuunton,  prcsciiCml  a  putitlun 
to  Governor  Andros  setting  fortli  tiiat  u  [;miit  wu» 
made  to  Ilia  father,  William  llollowiLy,  )>y  tlie  (li-n- 
eral  Court  in  ItHi'l,  of  one  liuiidred  and  fll'Ly  norus  up- 
land and  meadoiv  lying  beyond  Wading  Uitlt,  neiir 
the  Plymouth  line,  and  praying  that  a  new  aurvey 
may  be  made  and  u  [latoat  for  unnflrmatioii  lie  granted 
to  him.  There  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  William 
Hollo  way  referred  to  was  tbeoiie  wbuae  iiameappean 
on  ibe  lint  of  original  purchasers.  Malacbi  Holloway, 
hia  HOD,  seemg  lu  liiivc  been  a  largo  Innd-owner  in 
TauDlon.  The  hhmiu  of  Timothy  llulUiway  appears 
in  the  list  of  164;j,  uud  alsnin  that  of  1659.  In  the  Hot 
of  1676,  Malachi  Holloway  claims  on  Richard  Hart's 
rights,  and  Samuel  Holloway  on  hia  own  rights. 
Whether  these  were  all  of  one  family  and  what  their 
relationship  wa»  has  not  been  ascertaiuetl. 

Richard  FauH  is  said  by  Savage  to  have  been  hired 
as  a  soldier  for  the  oastlo  in  16'M,  aa  mentioned  in 
"  Winthrop,"  vi>l.  ii.  p,  SUG.  His  name  ia  on  thu  liat 
of  ancient  purchiucrs.  He  took  the  oath  of  fidelity 
while  the  plantation  waa  calleil  Cohannet,  and  was 
there  married  to  Mnrgery  Turner  the  8th  of  Novem- 
ber, 16!18,  the  firat  marriage  in  the  settlement.  He 
was  propounded  iis  a  freeman  in  1G47,  but  never  look 
the  oath.  In  164(i  he  is  called  a  planter.  In  1640 
he  was  licensed  ua  tin  innholder.  In  1652  he  was  a 
surveyor  of  highways.  In  1651  he  waa  upon  two 
juries  of  inqueHi,  una  upon  John  Slocuni,  the  son  of 
Anthony  Siocuni,  and  the  other  upon  William  IJng- 
taud,  servant  to  Joseph  Wilbore.  He  diud  previous 
to  May  17,  16ri4,  when  the  will  of  Elizabeth  Fool 
waa  ordered  to  be  recorded.  In  that  will,  Margery 
Turner,  the  Cblmnnet  nmiUen  of  1638,  is  tenderly  n-- 
mcmbered  as  "  my  kind  and  old  friend  aialer  Margery 
Paule.  widow."  He  left  two  aons,  Williiim  and 
Samuel-  William  married  Mary,  the  daughter  of 
John  Richmond,  nnd  had  a  large  family  of  children. 
He  was  an  extensive  land-owner,  enpeeially  in  the 
southerly  and  easterly  part  of  the  town.  Samuel 
Puull,  it  is  thaii|;ht,  removed  to  Dorchester. 

Joseph  Wilw>n  and  llenjamin  Wilson  were  prob- 
ably brothers.  Ihit  littlo  is  known  of  them  uxix'pt 
the  faet  that  Ihey  were  umoiig  the  lirst  purchaacra. 
The  name  of  Benjamin  Wilson  appears  in  the  mili- 
tary list  of  l(i43,  but  neither  of  their  names  are  found 
in  tlie  lists  of  freemen,  or  of  Ihoae  taking  the  oath  of 
fidelity,  or  amimg  the  olBecra  of  the  town.  In  the 
lists  of  those  having  rights  to  Innds  in  1675,  John 
Hall  and  Bamuel  Hall,  sons  of  George  Hall,  claim 
on  the  rights  which  were  Joseph  Wilson's  and  Ben- 
jamin Wilson's. 

William  Scndding's  name  appears  in  the  list  of 
those  that  had  taken  the  oath  ol  fidetity  in  Cohannet. 


Tharo  ta  no  other  record  concerning  liiin.  Jobn 
Dryant  bought  hia  rights  in  the  Taunton  purchaM, 
but  at  what  data  is  unknown.  He  probably  owned 
land  near  the  lieautifiil  pond  that  bears  hia  name 
nnd  perputuatiNi  his  memory. 

Hubert  Hobcll  was  dead  before  March,  1641,  liir  at 
that  date  the  grand  jury  prcHent<.iI  "the  xm  of 
Widow  Hohl.:  f.,r  awoaring."  There  ia  ni>  other 
mention  of  the  nunie  In  lliu  I'lynionth  rcuonh.  Ilia 
name  iip[icani  but  uui^ij  in  thu  proprietor*'  reconla, 
and  that  is  in  the  list  of  original  purcliaM-ra.  No 
one  appears  to  claim  upon  his  righta.  Thu  name  and 
the  right  aeem  alike  to  have  faded  out. 

William  Coy  waa  another  of  the  firet  purcbasen 
who  seema  to  have  gone  from  the  aetllement  leaving 
none  of  his  name  or  lineage  behind.  In  1675,  Ed- 
ward Row  claimed  un  his  rights. 

David  Corwithy  was  proposed  as  a  Ireemau  8c|>- 
tomlier,  163'J,  with  several  ntheni  from  Uoliaiiii«t,  ai 
the  town  was  then  called.  His  name  appears  a*  Ur. 
David  Kerwythy.  No  other  mention  is  made  of  blni 
in  the  court  reconla.  In  the  list  of  167&,  NkhulM 
White,  Sr.,  claims  on  his  rights.  From  tmine  aih 
eions  in  the  description  of  Oeoi^e  Hall's  InniU 
scums  pniltulde  LluitCorwilhy's  hiime  hit  waaitii  Dimh 
Streft,  between  that  of  Hall  on  the  east,  and  Aiitlinay 
Uhjcum  on  the  weat. 

Anthony  Slocum  was  on  the  military  list  of  1648, 
and  was  admitted  a  freeman  in  16IJ7.  Ho  was  a  sir* 
veyor  of  highways  in  IGS4  and  lE>ti2.  Edward  Slo~ 
comb,  who  was  u  aurveyor  in  1647,  may  have  been  hia 
■on,  tlumuwhere  about  1664  ho  remuveil  to  Dart- 
mouth, with  his  family,  of  which  town  he  was  nne  of 
the  early  settlers.  'Inhere  is  a  lettcrof  his  written  to 
William  Harvey  after  he  removed  to  Dartmoiitb,  and 
recoriled  in  thu  proprietors'  records,  vol.  i.  p.  14, 
which  is  of  somu  local  intereat.  Parts  of  it  arc  htre 
quoted; 

"An  UlOannui  wIiMi  I  uuilunliiaa  !•  uiilM|vllr  Bnillwi  llurrj, 


AliuighlT  u  mi  wllnow.    ITinLidr,  U  M»s  lliiiffl  !•}  "wl  llw  |«i 
hliiihIIj,  Iu  uiiwliiiiu  all,  uur  •livlnlliui  Him  ruus  llituHfU  ■  uirlaka  i 


IM.. 


WBnteUiH.  IVuri.riw 


The  letter  ia  without  date,  but  a  line  was  run  be- 
tween llie  parties  mentioned  by  Llic  aelecluien  Oct. 
2-i,  1G8I.  The  lot  of  Anthony  Slocum  waa  on  Deaa 
Street,  where  Mr.  Joaepb  A.  Halt  now  lirn,  aitd 
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extended  west  to  the  brook  which  crosses  the  street 
between  his  estate  and  Oapt.  Howland's. 

William  Parker  wa«  most  probably  the  person  re- 
ferred to  by  Thomas  Lech  ford,  who  in  giving  an 
account  of  the  church  and  ministers  in  Taunton 
says,  "Master  Ilooke  received  ordination  from  the 
hands  of  one  Ma«iter  Bishop,  a  schoolmaster,  and  one 
Parker,  a  liusbandman."  He  lias  the  hononil)le 
prefix  "  Mr."  attached  to  his  name  whenever  men- 
tioned in  tlie  court  records.  He  became  a  freeman 
in  1641,  and  the  same  year  wns  appointed  constable. 
He  was  constable  again  in  1642,  164tS,  and  1603,  and 
a  deputy  in  1645  and  1658.  In  1650  he  was  deputed 
by  the  General  Court  to  marry  persons  in  Taunton, 
and  this  authority  was  renewed  in  1657.  Mc  died  in 
1661,  leaving  a  will  date<l  March  15,  1660,  in  which 
he  calls  himself  sixty  ycarrt  old,  name«i  his  wife, 
Alice,  but  no  child,  and  gives  a  legacy  to  his  nephew, 
James  Phillips,  who  was  the  son  of  Willinm  Phillips, 
making  it  probable  tlisit  his  sinter  was  the  wife  of 
William  Phillips.  In  1675,  Peter  Pitts  claimed  on 
his  rights.  Uis  widow  in  1662  married  the  first 
Stephen  Paine,  of  Rehoboth.  After  her  marriage 
she  is  referred  to  as  owning  land  in  Taunton: 

John  Parker  is  thought  to  have  been  the  brother 
of  William.  In  June,  1641,  John  Parker  and  John 
Dushop,  of  Tininton,  were  propounded  to  be  admitted 
freemen  at  the  next  court.  This  John  Hushop  was 
doubtles^s  the  "  Master  Bishop,  a  schoolmaster,"  who 
assisted  at  the  ordination  of  llev.  Mr.  Ilooke.  There 
is  no  record  that  Bishop  was  ever  admitted,  but  Parker 
was  admitted  in  July,  1641.  In  1642  he  was  a  deputy 
to  the  Plymouth  Court.  There  is  no  record  of  his 
holding  any  other  ofPice.  He  died  Feb.  26,  1667-68, 
leaving  a  will  in  which  he  speaks  of  his  house  at 
Boston.  He  gives  legacies  to  his  wife,  Sarah,  to  his 
wife's  sister's  son,  Nathaniel  Smith,  to  his  brother, 
Mr.  John  Summers,  minister;  to  Mary  Parker  and- 
sister,  Klizabeth  Phillips ;  to  James  Phillips,  of  Taun- 
ton ;  to  Cousin  James  Walker's  children,  and  to  the 
chureh  at  Taunton.  In  1675  his  heirs  claim  on  his 
rights.   Estate  valued  at  four  hundred  and  six  pounds. 

Francis  Doughty  was  the  minister  mentioned  by 
Thonnis  Lcchfnrd  in  Plain  Dealing,  as  opposing  the 
gathering  of  the  church  in  Taunton.  The  whole 
passage  is  as  follows:  '*  Cohannet  oZ/Vm Taunton,  is  in 
Plymouth  Patent.  There  is  a  church  gathered  of 
late,  and  some  ten  or  twenty  of  the  church,  the  rest 
cxcludc<l.  Master  Ilooke,  pastor.  Master  Strcate, 
teacher.  Master  Ilooke  receivcMl  onlination  from 
the  hands  of  one  Miust(T  Bishop,  a  schoolmaster,  and 
one  Parker,  an  husbaiidnmn,  and  then  Master  Ilooke 
joine<l  in  ordaining  Master  Streate.  One  Master 
Doughty,  a  minister,  opposed  the  gathering  of  the 
Church  there,  alleging  that,  according  to  the  Cove- 
nant of  Abraham,  all  men's  children  that  were  of 
baptized  parents,  and  so  Abraham's  children,  ought 
to  be  baptized ;  and  spake  so  in  public,  or  to  that 
effect,  which  was  held  a  disturbance,  and  the  minis- 


ters spake  to  the  Magistrate  to  order  him.  The  Mag- 
istrate commanded  the  Constable,  who  dragged  Master 
Doughty  out  of  the  Assembly.  He  was  forced  to  go 
away  from  thence,  with  his  wife  and  children." 

He  did  not  leave  Taunton  at  once,  however,  for  in 
March,  1641,  the  Plymouth  Court  fined  "Mr.  Francis 
Doughty,  of  Taunton,  for  selling  a  pound  of  gun- 
powder to  the  luitivcs,"  thirty  shillings.  At  the  same 
court  **  Edward  Hall,  servant  to  Francis  Doughty,  for 
swearing  profanely  is  censured  to  sit  in  the  stocks, 
which  was  accordingly  done."  His  name  is  not  in 
the  military  list  of  1643,  whether  because  he  was  a 
minister  or  because  he  had  then  left  town  may  be  un- 
certain. There  is  a  deposition  concerning  him  in  the 
proprietors'  records  which  is  as  follows : 

'*Tlii8  wrilinK  beltiR  miide  the  4  Jnne  1667.  It  ia  to  tesUfj  concern- 
ing tliP  tnio  of  Mr.  Dontie'a  land  which  he  had  in  Taunton  hla  whole 
right  In  the  town  of  Taunton  being  twelre  acrea,  that  la  to  aay  alz  acree 
lying  hj  the  Innd  of  Kr.  Holloway  un  the  Mill  River, arid  aiz  acrea  over 
tlio  Onwt  lUvor  lying  by  thn  land  of  the  aforonald  Mr.  Ilollowny.  Jamca 
DurtMn.  of  Taunton  being  appointed  by  a  letter  of  attorney  to  make 
■ale  of  this  land  to  one  Richard  Hide  of  Taunton  for  Uie  auni  of  twelve 
pounds,  which  the  aforeaaid  Richard  Hide  told  me  he  had  aatisfled  the 
aforrsaid  Mr.  DonUe  In  a  houae,  the  which  the  aforeteld  Hide  had  of 
hla  own  at  the  Dutch  plantation,  which  he  said  Mr.  Doutle  hail  of  him, 
and  that  waa  Mr.  DouUe**  aatlafactlon  for  hla  tend  for  ought  that  ever  I 
understood ;  and  thia  land  hath  been  quietly  enjoyed  by  those  that  have 
posscflsod  it  ever  since*  being  about  eighteen  or  nineteen  yoara  agone. 

'*Thnt  which  Is  above  written  waa  teaUflecl  ufion  oath  June  the  R, 

1G07  bofuro  me 

"JAMxa  Walkkr.** 

He  is  said  .by  Rev.  Dr.  Dexter,  in  his  edition  of 
"Lech ford,"  to  have  been  with  the  Dutch  at  Man- 
hattan in  1641,  from  whom  he  and  his  associates  pro- 
cured, in  1G42,  a  patent  for  Mespath  (since  Newtown, 
L.  I.),  that  he  was  fined  and  imprisoned  by  Kiefl, 
threatened  with  this  and  that  by  Stuyvesant,  obliged 
to  quit  Mespath  for  Flushing,  and  driven  from  Flush- 
ing to  Virginia. 

George  Hall  was  propounded  as  a  freeman  in  1643, 
and  was  admitted  in  1645.  His  name  is  on  the  mili- 
tary list  of  1643.  He  was  a  constable  in  1645,  and 
one  of  the  selectmen  in  1666  and  until  1669.  His 
home  lot  was  on  Dean  Street,  where  the  venerable 
Ebenczer  Hall,  one  of  his  descendants,  now  lives. 
He  was  a  large  land-owner,  his  rate  in  1659  being  the 
largest  on  the  list  except  that  of  Thomas  Lincoln,  Sr. 
Upon  the  establishment  of  the  iron  manufacture  by 
James  Leonard  and  his  associates,  he  became  an 
owner,  and  was  the  first  clerk  of  the  company.  His 
connection  with  this  business  is  more  fully  given  in 
the  articles  on  manufactures.  He  died  Oct.  30, 1669, 
aged  about  sixty- nine  years,  leaving  a  will,  which  was 
witncs.scd  by  Richard  Williams  and  Walter  Deane, 
in  which  he  makes  his  wife,  Mary,  executrix,  gives  to 
the  church  in  Taunton  forty  shillings  to  buy  cups, 
and  to  his  children, — .lohn,  Joseph,  Samuel,  Charity, 
Sarah,  and  Mary, — various  amounts  in  lands  and 
money.  His  descendants  are  numerous  in  Taunton 
and  the  towns  in  this  vicinity. 

George  Macey  waa  made  a  freeman  in  1654,  having 
previously  taken  the  oath  of  aUeglauce  and  fidelity. 
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He  wu  on  the  inilitnry  lial  ot  1643.  He  wot  one  of 
the  surveyors  of  the  liigbwAya  in  1G4!)  iinJ  1G05,  a 
GonatBble  in  1650.  u  deputy  tiom  1G72  to  1677  indu- 
live,  Hnd  agnin  in  16S0,  ftnd  one  of  [lie  aclectmen 
fnini  ]671  to  1GS6  iiidusive.  In  1665  lie  wa«  up- 
pointed  lieuleonot  of  ihe  Tauntnti  Cainpnny,  and 
-held  the  office  tlirougti  tlie  Indian  war.  Ilia  lonneo- 
tioii  ivitli  the  military  nffairB  of  the  town  i»  given  in 
the  uhaptcr  on  that  subjoet.  His  liouse-lot  was  on 
Denn  Street,  between  Capt.  Ptiul'a  on  the  eaat  and 
Willisin  Harvey's  on  the  west.  He  died  Aug.  17, 
1603.  Hia  will  mm  dated  June  20,  1IJ93,  and  proved 
Sept.  5. 1G93.  In  it  lie  mentions  his  daughters,  Elixa- 
betli  Hodges,  Surflh  Blake,  Miiry  Williams,  Robecca 
WilliainH.  Deborah,  and  wife  SuHnnnah;  also  his 
grandchild,  Samuel  Hodges.    He  left  no  sons. 

William  Harvey  wns  probably  quite  a  yimng  man 
Bt  the  selUement  of  the  town.  Ho  waa  married, 
April  2,  1639,  to  Joanc  Hucker,  the  seeond  recorded 
marriage  in  Cohannut.  lie  was  admitted  a  freeuiRu 
tn  1€5<),  but  Htrangely  his  name  la  not  on  the  military 
list  of  1643.  His  fir^t  home  lot  waa  on  the  easterly 
corncrof  the  present  Winter  Struct,  fronting  un  Dean  i 
Street,  and  a  strip  two  roda  wide  was  sold  to  the  town  ' 
for  the  townway,  then  called  Hoar's  Lane,  sinte 
Winter  Street,  Ho  was  chosen  cunahtble  in  1661,  in 
1662  one  of  the  surveyors,  and  in  1GG4  a  deputy  to 
the  General  Court.  From  that  time  until  ICdO  there 
were  hut  two  or  three  years  that  he  was  not  in  ofhee 
Ba  u  deputy  or  scleetman,  and  often  holding  both 
Dffii:ea  the  same  yeiir.  No  man  in  the  town  seems  lo 
have  been  more  constantly  trusted  by  his  fellow- 
townsmen  with  the  responsibilities  of  public  office. 
He  died  in  1691,  leaving  a  will,  in  which  he  mentions 
his  sons  Thomas,  Jonathan,  and  Joseph,  a  deceased 
son,  and  Nathan  Tharc,  Jr..  who  wits  the  son  probably 
of  a  deceased  daughter. 

liichnrd  Williams  was  born  probably  about  1606, 
for  in  his  will,  dated  May  6,  1686,  he  calls  himself 
mbout  eighty.  He  was  descended  from  a  fumily  of 
(hat  name  in  Ulamorganshire,  in  Wales.  He  married 
Frances  Dighlon,  of  Oloucestenthire,  England,  sister 
of  Oiithiirine  Dighton,  who  was  nuirric<l  lo  (iovurnor 
Thomas  Dudley.  It  is  supiKwed  by  sumo  that  ho, 
with  others  of  the  first  settlers,  was  here  in  1636  or 
earlier,  and  establiBhod  himself  in  his  business  of  a 
tanner.  His  name  is  on  the  military  list  of  1643,  but 
U  was  not  until  1644  that  he  rfiLS  admitted  as  a  free- 
man. At  a  special  court  held  in  October,  1643,  upon 
occasion  of  an  insurrection  of  the  Indians  against  the 
Dutch  and  English,  he,  with  Jolin  Strong,  were  depu- 
ties from  Taunton.  Ue  was  a  dc|iuty  again  in  1645, 
and  from  that  time  until  1665  was  deputy,  thirteen 
years.  In  1666  he  was  one  of  tlie  seiectmen,  and 
from  that  time  until  1677  served  in  that  oIKce,  eleven 
years.  After  that  year,  owing  doubtless  to  his  great 
age,  his  name  does  not  appear  in  connection  with 
public  office. 

He  was  evidently  a  man  of  large  organizing  power 


and  great  business  ca|iiiciiy,  and  held  a  large  Unded 
estate.  In  1675  he  owned  the  right  of  Henry  Uxluy, 
Anthony  Slocnm,  and  John  Qingille.  He  was  for 
ntany  years  a  d«scan  of  the  cliurch,  Mr.  [Inylira  ro- 
utes concerning  him  that  "  when  blind  and  deaf  froni 
age,  he  was  accustomed  lu  ntteiid  public  wurHblp,  say- 
ing, 'that  although  he  could  neiUior  soo  nor  hear,  yot 
it  was  consoling  to  his  feelings  to  know  that  he  wa* 
present  while  the  |>coplo  of  Ood  were  ut  their  wor- 
sliip.'"  He  died  in  1693,  leaving  >  will  whidi  wa* 
proved  Oct.  10,  1693,  in  which  is  this  cluune,  "To  luy 
sun  Nathaniel,  to  his  heirs  and  oasigus  forever,  I  be- 
queath the  land,  house,  and  bam,  which  now  he  poa- 
seaseth,  being  part  of  the  lots  which  I  bought  of 
tlenry  Uxley,  in  estimation  hulfnu  ncre  more  or  leea, 
with  rights  in  future  divisions  belougiog  to  ui<i  )ol«." 
Uis  home  lot  was  on  Dean  Street,  and  included  the 
estate  owned  by  the  lalu  Nathaniel  Williams.  Ho 
hadthefollowing'children:  Ji>hn,Suniiisi,  Niilliauie), 
Joseph,  Thomas,  Bonjuuiiii,  Eli^beih,  and  Hiiniiuh. 
In  a  deed  he  culls  Samuel  a  tailur. 

John  Deane  was  the  grandson  of  Walter  l>CBiie,  of 
South  Chard,  a  village  in  Somersetshire,  hUiiiI  ten 
miles  south  of  Taunton,  in  Kngland,  who  dlMl  in 
15111,  and  the  son  of  William  IVanuoriho  same  place, 
who  died  in  1634.  He  came  tnini  l)orchgsl«r  to 
Taunlon,  and  was  one  of  the  seven  Arxt  frcuinen  of 
CohanneCt,  already  referred  to.  His  wife's  name  was 
Alice.  He  was  the  constable  of  the  town  in  1640  aod 
1654,  a  surveyor  of  highways  in  1640,  and  ill  lti67<iiie 
of  the  selectmen.  His  home  lot  was  on  DeaneStreei, 
between  thai  of  his  brother  Walter  on  the  east,  and 
Uiatof  John  Strong  on  the  west.  It  has  rentaiiieil  in 
the  family  ever  since,  the  house  of  the  late  Jineph 
Wsrreu  Deane,  and  the  new  houae  of  Henjaniin  T. 
Kinnicutt  standing  on  the  original  lot.  He  died  in 
1660,  leaving  a  will  in  which  occurs  this  [Huaage: 
"  My  will  is  that  these  my  overseers,  with  the  consent 
of  my  wife,  shall  in  case  there  be  no  settled  minister 
ill  Taunton,  liiey  iihall  have  full  iiowor  to  sell  cither 
the  whole  or  part  of  llivse  my  housings  uiid  lands,  m 
UH  my  ehildruu  and  posterity  may  reniuvc  eUcwhere 
where  they  may  enjoy  IIihI  in  His  ordinaiioui." 

Ho  loll  Ihu  following  children  :  John  (Inirn  aliout 
1639;  acconling  to  tradition,  the  first  white  child 
born  in  Taunlon),  Thonnis,  Israel,  Isaac.  Nathaniel, 
and  Elizabeth.  His  wife  Alice  survived  him.  He 
was  one  of  the  largest  land-owners  in  town. 

Walter  Deane  was  a  younger  brother  of  John,  no- 
ticed above,  and  came  with  him  to  Taunton.  He  was 
II  frucmun  at  the  same  date  with  his  brother.  He 
niarrleil  Ellinur  Strong,  a  sister  of  John  Strung,  by 
whom  he  had  three  children,  viz.,  Joseph,  Ezra,  and 
Benjamin.  He  was  a  tanner  by  trade,  and  bia  son 
p]zra  succeeded  to  his  business.  In  1640  he  was  a 
deputy  to  the  Ueneral  Court.  He  was  choaen  one  of 
the  Helectnicn  in  1666,  and  annually  thereafter  until 
1686,  a  period  of  twenty-one  years  of  continuous  ser- 
vice, unless  the  year  1670  be  excepted,  for  which  year 
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the  Plymouth  records  mention  only  two  selectmen  for 
Taunton,  but  as  the  usual  number  was  five,  it  is  most 
likely  tliere  in  an  omission  in  the  record.  He  was  a 
deacon  in  the  church,  and  besides  filling  the  public 
offices  already  mentioned,  he  was  frequently  on  com- 
mittees for  apportioning  lands,  settling  disputed 
boundaries,  and  matters  of  that  nature,  and  apf>ears 
to  have  taken  a  prominent  part  in  all  the  additional 
purchases  of  territory.  His  home  lot  was  on  Deane 
Street  between  that  of  his  brother  John  on  the  west 
and  Hozekiah  Hortr  on  the  east.  The  "Old  Alger 
House/*  so  called,  stands  on  his  original  lot.  The 
date  of  his  death  is  not  certainly  known.  He  and 
his  wife  Ellinor  join  in  a  deed  to  Isaac  Dean,  dated 
Nov.  25,  1698,  and  that  is  the  latest  date  at  which 
we  know  that  he  wns  living.  It  is  probable  that  ho 
died  soon  afterwards.  No  record  of  any  settlement 
of  his  estate  has  been  found.  He  seems  to  have  con- 
veveil  his  real  estate  to  his  children  before  his  death. 

Henry  Uxloy.  whose  name  stands  first  on  the  list 
of  purchasers,  must  have  lefl  the  settlement  very  soon 
after  coming,  for  his  name  appears  nowhere  else  on 
ajiy  public  record  as  being  an  inhabitant  of  Taunton. 
Neither  can  he  be  traced  to  any  other  settlement. 
He  piisKcd  out  of  sight  and  out  of  knowledge  utterly. 
Were  it  not  that  Richard  Williams  gives  in  his  will 
to  one  of  his  sons,  a  house  standing  on  a  lot  he  bonght 
of  Henry  Uxley,  we  might  almost  suspect  he  was  a 
myth  and  never  had  any  real  existence. 

James  Walker,  although  not  one  of  the  original 
purchasers,  joined  the  settlement  early,  probably 
while  in  his  minority.  His  name  first  appears  in  the 
list  of  1(>43  as  being  subject  to  military  duty.  He 
was  admitted  a  frccnmn  in  10/30.  Rev.  James  J3.  R. 
Walker,  in  his  history  of  the  Walker  family,  ex- 
presses the  belief  that  he  was  the  youth  of  fifteen 
%years,  who,  with  his  sister  *'  Sarra,**  aged  seventeen, 
embarked  in  Ijondon,  April  15,  1G35,  in  the  *'  Eliza- 
beth'' for  this  country.  They  were  called  servants  to 
Mr.  John  Browne.  He  was  doubtless  their  uncle, 
although  in  his  deed  to  James  Walker  and  John 
Timdale,  which  has  been  gi.ven  in  another  place,  he 
calls  Walker  his  cousin.  Rev.  Mr.  Walker  also  be- 
lieves that  the  brother  and  sister  were  the  children 
of  the  Widow  Walker  who  settled  in  Rehoboth. 
James  Walker  married  Elizabeth,  the  daughter  of 
William  riiillips,  and  his  sister  married  John  Tis- 
dale.  He  was  constable  of  the  town  in  1652  and 
1685.  He  was  chosen  a  deputy  in  1654,  and  served 
fourteen  years  in  all  in  that  cnpacity,  the  last  year 
being  1679.  He  was  one  of  the  board  of  selectmen 
eight  years,  1666  being  the  first  and  1679  the  last  year 
of  his  service.  He  was  also  one  of  the  Town  Ccmncil 
ill  1667  and  1676.  In  1662  he  was  authorized  to  ad- 
minister oaths  and  to  marry  persons.  In  1664  he  was 
an  excise  officer,  in  1671  an  inspector  of  ordinaries, 
and  in  1677  one  of  the  committee  appointed  to  dis- 
tribute the  contributions  of  Irish  Christians  among 
the  sufferers  by  the  Indian  war.     It  will  be  seen  by 


this  enumeration  that  he  was  an  important  man  in 
the  town.  In  other  parts  of  this  history  this  fact  still 
further  appears.  For  his  second  wife  he  married 
Sarah,  the  widow  of  Edward  Rew,  and  daughter  of 
John  Richmond,  Sr.  He  died  Feb.  16,  1691,  aged 
seventy-three  years,  and  was  buried  iii  the  Walker 
burying-ground,  in  the  southerly  part  of  the  city,  be- 
tween Somerset  Avenue  and  the  Great  River. 

Five  of  the  original  purchasers  outlived  the  Plym- 
outh government,  viz.,  William  Harvey,  Richard 
Williams,  Walter  Deane,  Hezekiiih  Hoar,  and  George 
Macey.  The  place  of  their  graves  no  man  knoweth 
unto  this  day. 


CHAPTER   LXIII. 

TAUNTON.*-  ( Continned,) 

Auclent  Diirylng'Groundi  «ud  lutciiptloM  fh>m  Old  GraTettonea — 

Lilt  of  OfflcvrK,  1638-1891. 

The  oldest  burying-ground  in  the  city  is  that  at 
the  Neck  of  Land.  Here  doubtless  "  the  rude  fore- 
fathers of  the  hamlet  sleep,'*  the  graves  of  many  of 
them  now  unmarked  by  any  stone^  There  is  no 
record  of  the  laying  out  or  of  its  boundaries.  It  is 
probable  that  at  first  it  extended  across  the  present 
street  before  the  building  of  Neck  of  Land  bridge 
and  the  opening  of  the  road  to  it;  and  this  may  ac- 
count for  the  fact  that  the  graves  of  those  who  first 
died  cannot  be  found.  The  burying-grounds  in  Taun- 
ton and  vicinity  have  been  carefully  explored,  and 
the  inscriptions  on  the  stones  faithfully  copied  by 
Deacon  Edgar  H.  Reed,  and  by  his  kind  permission 
some  of  the  oldest  among  them  will  be  hero  given, 
commencing  with  the  above-named  burying-ground: 

"  KliMbeth  8iniUi,  nged  40,  died  Jnn.  31, 1087.*' 

"  Dnmaris  Smith,  nged  21  jreKrs,  died  20th  of  October,  1C89.*' 

"  Abigail  TImjrer,  died  the  20th  of  August,  in  the  jear  1601,  In  the  62d 
ypnr  of  her  age." 

**  Jtiei'ph  I«connrd,  died  the  18lh  of  October,  In  Uie  year  1602,  In  the 
44lh  year  of  IiIn  age.** 

**  Hero  lien  burlml  Oapt.  Jamea  Leonard,  who  died  Not.  1, 1720,  in  the 
84th  >var  of  his  age.** 

**  Here  lies  burled  Mrs.  Lydia  Leonard,  ye  wife  of  Oiipt.  James  Leon- 
ard, who  died  July  4, 170ft,  in  ye  47th  year  of  her  age.** 

**  Here  lieth  ye  body  of  Major  Tliomas  Leonard,  Esq.,  aged  72  yearn, 
died  Not.  24,  1713.** 

**  Here  Ileth  thw  body  of  Mary,  the  widow  of  Bli^or  Tliomas  Leonard, 
Esq.,  aged  81  years,  died  Dec.  1, 1723.** 

**  Here  lieili  the  body  of  John  Deane,  aged  77,  died  In  the  year  1717, 
Fell,  the  18th.*' 

"  In  memory  of  Mrs.  KIlKabeth  Dean,  died  March  ye  15th,  1740,  aged 
73.** 

•*  Here  lies  the  Iwly  of  John  Dean,  died  July  ye  31, 1724,  In  the  50th 
year  of  his  age.** 

**  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Hannah  Dean,  wife  of  Mr.  John  Dean,  died  July 
15, 1748,  in  the  71st  year  of  hor  age." 

"Here  lies  the  body  of  Israel  Dean,  aged  74,  died  in  the  year  1710, 
July  the  4th." 

"  Krected  In  memory  of  Mr.  Israel  Dean,  who  died  Not.  20,  1704,  in 
the  82d  year  of  his  age." 


1  By  Jamea  Henry  Dernn. 
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ry  uf  M.  D.  J«biu  D 


■I.  StIL  WIIUuu.  Ib<|.,  wbo 


dltd  Jan*  a,  ilifl,  lu  j*  uoUi  jt 

"Id  armor; oTih*  lloii.  D«I^tuulu  Willluo'.  ti»|.,  who 
IB,nM,ii«MlM.'- 

"  In  mmmrt  ul  Ura,  Anu  WIIIIum.  Hlib.*  ^r  lli>  lit*  llu 
WIUIuiu,  Kni..  >lia  dl«l  Jail.  13,  im  *ao1  W." 

"In  mrnurf  of  8>iuu*l  WIllkuM,  bq,,  oliu  ilu|*rua  IIj 


lu.'iiiui}'  at  Uill^.tU.  trlfo  uT  Jam 
u^.  ■61k /himT  Uric*." 
>ii.u..r7  "f  Ur.  Piitr  Wilksr,  wlw 


r,  rtlHl  r*k  /*  M, 


I  lib  AvrU 


Hn.  Aldgill  WlUlHBU, 
tha Mill TM>ri>r  Ii«t»i|i 
"  Horn  llw  tU*  baly 
1Y17,  fapL  30." 


wlio  daisrtiKl  Ibla  Ufa  Vab.  U,  ITTB,  It 
llaarj  llai](ai.  xfail  IUt.dl>J  In  jraw 
IVBuri,Ib*viraorRMiuil  Burt.nfad 

y  at  Lii>ul.  Alrtl  Burt.    HadM  Nut.  )t  Id,  ITH,  li. 
10  tuJ)!  ur  WilUniD  Bri(p,  CiMiur,  ttnl  m,  iljsa  A|i 


■C«l  14  jrran,  dlt<l  Jan.  16.  Hut  - 
~  Han  Uw  Uia  IxHif  ul  J«>t>ti 


of  Mr  Palar  Wtlktr.  oka  iU«l  Ma?. 
ilkxr.  ■(«■)  OU,  Jlol  lu  IbatHtllll, 
I.  Walliw,  lb*  -IFt  uf  VtiM  WalkM, 
.Indd,  a(ad  41.  dla4  lu  lb.  ;«r  laBf , 


•  III  Iha  l«l;  ariMl.arAI><»iil,U 

>im  di.'il  III  llH>]r«ir  lOUa,  In  April  ] 
M  tlix  Iwdr  of  Nallianlal  ri<Mi<:h,m 

Ivlli  Ilia  UhIx  or 


<  yaiir  1104, 


Jalli  ]Fa  bodir  of  Blcliard  OwUHt. 

Uji  Itaa  bodr  of  «i>rr,  Iba  wir>  r 
ya  S,  1T:i1.Iii  ya  T8>h  yioTuf  li>r  a 


Blotiard  OodfrM,  ;< 


B.ITM, 


Ifa  or  MMhaiilal  rr«>Kli,4laJ 
I  /aai  ul  I.ar  .((,- 
I  Wlillg,  ohs  dlad  Afl  ja  I*,  UU.  la  /alHli 

il>lt>l«l  Wlillr,  irib  of  Mr.  Uirtialla*  Wbll*, 

n  /•  7tlb  ywr  -r  bar  iina." 

ard  UI»ka,  -bo  dird  Jul;  t>,  ..>.  IIM,  t.  ya 

h>w  uf  Mr.  Bdirud  Dlika,  who  dinl  Km.  f 

imu  Hayllia,  wUd  disd  Usb.  B,  ITSd,  ifad 

ra  «iraarTb<]|wu.llk]rllai,i.lw  Jloil  MafT, 

rUH.  wife  t>r  Ur.  KlcLulu  BajU^ 


tiuglOdvi"' 

Ersclnl  Lu  maDHnjor  flowxa  Qodrray,  Eaq.,Hhadied  JUDa30,]TP3, 

■  ;ad  f«r  uf  bli  agi." 

Iracladlu  maDiDr;  or  Mm.  Bethlib  (ludrray.wlraarGaorgaOadfny, 

,  wUo  dlid  J.u'y  jrs  17,  A.B.  nw,  III  ja  aw  jHir  of  liar  aga." 

Hara  Ilia  Ilia  bodjr  of  JoMpb  Wlllli,  iigKd  So,  dlad  lu  Ilia  ;>ar 

llatr  lln  tlia  body  of  Jobn  Blchmond,  agtd  at,  dlad  In  (ha  ;>ar 

.Oulo.jal." 

Ilani  Uaa  Uia  bodf  or  Aliliall  niobUHiBd,  a|wl  M,  aud  dlad  Auc  I, 

llgnllalliyabod/or  BaraliiyaoiraorKlward  Cul)b,dlad  Ayg.  13, 

,  aiinl  en  i-tmrt." 

Sara  IJalb  lliB  budj  at  Inalf  no  Thoinna  GIILarL,  a^ad  MSI,  dlM  ApHl 

II,  lUMiearlTXS." 

ilcra  lltlb  Ilia  bod;  at  Aouab  Ollbarl,  Iba  wira  vf  EiialgD  Tliomai 


< 


The  Cooper  buryiiig-graiin<I,  half  a  niil«  south  of 
the  Weir,  on  Berkley  Hlreet.  Some  of  the  earlier  in- 
BCfiplioDS ;  J 


ra  ]Jia  ft  body  of  Oapl.  Hallianlil  Qllbait,  orl 
lyBuiory  of  Ml..  Uanuh,  irlilo-  or  UpL  NalUaiilal  Ollbart, 
la  rndlijr  of  BuL 


17M, 


■  ..f  OliL 


wfas  dl>d  A 


III  lln . 


,  agaJ  67  y. 


m^  III  JB  ;IUIIi  yaar  of  lior  xa." 

"  lu  iuuBHit7  ut  Un.  I^'dla,  vlla  ul  Uupl.  Janwa  Uiu|wr,  vku  dlad 
UDB  11,  I1IM,  a(*l  n  yaara." 

"  lo  BiaBiury  ut  Ueul.  Una]  TlaJ-la,  wlio  diad  Oslo,  jm  XT.  ITW,  li 


|or  Mn.  lluiialillart,ja< 


"  lu  Dieiumy  ul  l>ipl.  Joiiallian  Intill,  who  dapartad  Ibti  llta  Fab.  B, 
"In  maiuory  of  Un.  Oalbbili  InAall,  wJta  or  Capl.  Jooatlian  Iiigall. 

The  Walker  burying-grouiid,  on  Somerset  Avenue 
near  Diglitoii,  contains  llie  gravestone  having  the 
oldest  legible  inacription  of  any  in  town,  murking  llio 
grave  of  Eliiaheth,  the  wife  of  the  finit  James  Walker. 
This  and  other  of  the  older  one»  are  given  below : 

"  Hon  llai  Ilia  body  ur  Kllaabutli  Walkar,  Ilia  -itc  ur  Jiiuai  Walkar, 


It nryiiig- ground  on  Someiaet  Avenue  near  Sanity 
Hill ; 

u  niauor)'  ut  Mr.  Juusa  Iiifal,  hIio  dlad  dapt.  tl,  ITIH,  III  jv  JKM 
II  u.l^uiury  ut  Mr.  Abuar  llariHa,  wliu  diol  May  ya  IS,  I7M,  la  ja  MUi 
n  mopwiy  u(  Doct.  HInb  Prull,  dlad  Uot  ya  3ia,  *  Jl.  IISS.  In  ft 
u  uimuTj  uf  M-ray,  ya  -it,  «f  I>«1.  Mleab  Pr.ll,  iM  April  j* 
Liirrad  10  Iha  niauior;  or  Un.  tkilab,  Irldoo  or  Duel.  Mlak  PmU. 
I.  lueiMury  ul  Hocl.  Hicak  Piall,  dlad  Otio,  ya  6.  IJi.  U«,  |a  j. 
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The  old  Episcopal  Church  buryiii^-ground  on  the 
Providence  Old  Road,  two  miles  west  of  the  Green : 

•*  In  nipmorjr  of  Iim"  NntlmriiH  Burt,  who  diH  Not.  yo  12, 17(»r»,  In  yo 
74tli  yrnr  of  liiii  iif^e.  *  I]«  wii«  one  of  ye  tint  ereetora  of  ye  Clinrch  of 
St.  Tlioinan  In  Tniiiitori.*" 

"  In  memory  of  Bin*.  Constance  nurt,  who  <Iie<l  No?.  24,  1777,  in  ye  82d 
yenr  of  her  nge.    Wlilow  of  BIr.  NnlhAnlel  Dtirt.** 

**  In^  memory  of  Bir.  Peter  Walker,  who  died  Ang.  yp  6, 1787,  in  the 
68th  yenr  of  hie  ngf.** 

**  In  memory  of  Ment.  Samuel  Andrews,  who  died  Feb.  ye  6lh,  1790, 
in  ye  71st  year  of  his  sge.** 

"In  memory  of  Bl  r.  ThomM  Burt,  who  died  Jan.  3d,  1801,  iu  ye  81st 
year  of  his  sge.** 

**  In  memory  of  Oipt.  Richard  Cobb,  who  died  Nov.  yo  8, 1772,  in  ye 
6Cth  year  of  his  age." 

*'  In  memory  of  Mr.  Bot^amin  Grossman,  who  died  Blay  ye  24th,  1792, 
In  ye  8r»th  year  of  his  ago.** 

**  In  memory  of  BIrs.  Ilethiah,  wife  of  Mr.  Benjamin  Crassman,  who 
died  Ang.  ye  26lh  I7H6,  in  ye  B7th  year  of  her  age.** 

The  Oakland  Cemetery  on  Glebe  Street: 

'*  In  memory  of  Loved  Tlsdale,  who  died  May  19,  1766,  aged  47 
years.'* 

*'  In  memory  of  Abigail,  yo  wife  of  Ii0ve<l  Tisdnlc,  died  Goto,  ye  31, 
1748,  In  ye  30  year  of  her  age.'* 

**In  memory  of  Kbenewr  Porter,  aged  30  years  A  3  months,  died 
March  26,1741.** 

**  Here  11^  the  body  of  Samael  Hasklns,  2d,  died  Sept  11, 1732,  In  the 
63d  year  of  his  age.** 

"  In  memory  of  Llent,  Henry  Hodges,  who  died  Sept.  ye  18, 1766,  In 
tlie  70th  year  of  his  age.** 

**  Here  lies  the  body  of  William  Brigga,  1st,  died  Jan.  3, 1728,  In  the 
83d  year  of  his  age.** 

**  Here  lies  the  body  of  Rlixabeth,  the  wife  of  William  Briggs,  Oooper, 
died  Nov.  27, 1720,  In  ye  60th  year  of  her  ago.*' 

•*  Here  iles  the  IxMly  of  William  Briggs,  2d,  died  Feb.  20, 1731,  In  the 
64th  y(«r  of  his  age.** 

**  Here  lien  the  body  of  Blehltebell,  the  wife  of  William  Briggs  ye  2d, 
died  Ocio*  ye  17, 1732,  In  the  02d  year  of  her  age." 

**In  memory  of  Lieut  Nathaniel  Briggs,  who  died  Aug.  14,1776,  In 
the  76th  year  of  his  age.** 

**In  memory  of  Jndatb,  ye  wife  of  Nathaniel  Briggs,  who  died  Nov. 
22, 1774,  in  the  77th  year  of  her  age.** 

**1n  memory  of  BIr.  Nathaniel  Ogdon,  A.B.,  of  Fairfleld,  New  Jersey, 
Preacher  of  the  (]oei>ol,  who  died  July  11, 1700,  M.  28.  He  had  preached 
only  seven  Iionrn  days,  whnn  our  high  expectations  of  his  future  useful- 
ness  were  suddenly  blasted. 

'**  *  When  friends  do  part,  or  where  their  ashes  fall. 
It  matters  not,  to  die  In  Clirlst  Is  all.*  ** 

"In  niomory  of  Binry,  wife  of  Nathaniel  Shores,  died  Dec.  20, 1763,  in 
the  74th  year  of  ht-r  age." 

**  In  memory  of  BIr.  David  Stacy,  who  died  Octo.  22, 1790,  In  the  76th 
year  of  his  age." 

"In  memory  of  Lucy,  wife  of  David  Stacy,  died  Ang  17, 1702,  In  the 
S.'ilh  year  of  her  age." 

"In  memory  of  BIrs.  Jenn  Cobb,  relict  of  BIr.  John  Cobb,  deceased 
Marcli  ye  10, 1738,  In  yo  86th  year  of  her  age.** 

**  In  moinory  of  Ens".  Morgan  Cobb,  died  Sept  30,  176%  In  the  82d 
year  of  his  age." 

"  In  memory  of  Abigail,  wife  of  Kns".  Morgan  Cobb,  died  Jan.  30, 
1705,  In  the  Slst  yenr  of  her  age." 

"  In  memory  of  BIr.  Thomas  Burt,  who  died  March  ye  29, 1774,  In  ye 
Bfitli  ye«r  of  bin  apt*." 

"  In  memory  of  BIrs.  Klizal»eth  Burt,  wife  of  Mr.  Thomas  Burt,  died 
July  ye  l.Mli,  A.n.  1772,  In  ye  70lh  year  of  her  age.** 

"  In  memory  of  Dm.  Diiultjl  Wilde,  who  died  Aug.  11, 1702,  in  yo74th 
yenr  of  liiw  ago.*' 

"  In  memory  of  BIrs.  Sarah,  wife  of  Mr.  Daniel  Wilde.    She  died  Fob. 

24,  1777,  agwl  42." 

"  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Anna,  widow  of  Deacon  Daniel  Wilde,  who  died 
Sept.  23, 1704,  in  the  64th  year  of  ber  age.** 

"  In  memory  of  Knsign  Ebenex«r  Willis,  who  died  Hay  ye  30, 1790,  In 
ye  0«th  year  of  his  age." 

"  In  memory  of  Abigail,  w|j.^  of  William  Briggs,  who  died  Sept  2, 
1776,  In  the  71st  vear  of  her  ^^^  ♦• 


*'  In  memory  of  John  Reed,  who  was  bom  March  29, 1762,  and  died 
Feb.  24, 1841,  the  son  of  John  Reed,  who  was  bom  in  1722,  and  died  Dec. 
1788.  the  son  of  William  Reed,  who  died  about  1734,  the  son  of  John 
Ueed,  who  was  liorn  In  1048  or  1040,  came  to  this  town  about  1680,  and 
died  in  DIghton  Jan.  13, 1720^1,  probably  the  son  of  William  Reade,  who 
wn.<i  an  inhabitant  of  Weymouth  In  1636.** 

"In  memory  of  Mrs.  Mary,  relict  of  John  Reed,  Bsq.,  died  Oct.  12. 
1843,  aged  01  years. 

From  an  old  burying-ground,  called  the  Walker 
bnrying-groand,  in  the  west  part  of  the  town,  the 
following  are  taken : 

"Col.  BInathan  Walker,  died  Jane  the  6th,  a.d.  1776,  In  the  OOth  year 
of  his  age.** 

**  llclhlah  Walker,  the  wife  of  Gapt  Kinathan  Walker,  died  Btay  11, 
A.n.  1760,  in  the  40th  year  of  her  age." 

"  Rliakim  Walker,  dio<l  Feb.  21,  A.».  1786,  In  the  81st  year  of  his  age." 

"  Mary,  wife  of  Eliakim  Walker,  died  Dee.  aj>.  1786,  In  the  79Ui  year 
of  her  age."  • 

The  two  following  are  from  a  burying-ground  half 
a  mile  northeast  of  the  almshouse: 

"  In  memory  of  Deacon  Samuel  Sumner,  who  departed  this  life  July 
ye  20,  A.D.  1071,  In  ye  64th  year  of  his  age. 

*'  *  Blessed  are  yo  dead  that  die  in  ye  Lord.*  ** 

"  In  memory  of  Rebecca  Staples,  died  Jan.  7, 1809,  aged  89  years.  3 
months,  and  4  days,  widow  of  Mr.  Sath  Staples.** 

From  the  burying-ground  north  of  Prospect  Hill : 

"  In  memory  of  Mrs  Ifepalbah,  wife  of  Mr.  Solomon  Wetherall.  She 
died  April  ye  1, 1782,  in  ye  34tli  year  of  her  age.*.* 

**  In  memory  of  BIrs.  Rhoda  White,  wife  of  Mr.  KlUah  White,  who 
died  July  ye  17,  A.D.  1787,  In  ye  40  year  of  her  age.* 


(t 


From  the  "  Richmond  Town"  burying-ground  : 

**  Hear  lies  interred  the  remains  of  Deacon  Xdward  Richmond,  who 
defmried  this  life  Feb.  10, 1771,  in  ye  76th  year  of  his  age.** 

"  In  memory  of  Mr.  Edward  Richmond,  who  died  October  14, 1802,  in 
his  79th  year." 

**  In  memory  of  Mr.  Kleaxer  Richmond,  who  died  Feb.  27, 1802,  in  his 
60th  year." 

**In  memory  of  Mr.  Isaac  Richmond,  who  died  Deo.  ye  10,  a.o.  1784, 
In  ye  40th  year  of  his  age." 

"  In  memory  of  Mr.  Simeon  Richmond,  son  of  Mr.  Seth  Richmond. 
He  died  Nov.  7, 1703,  In  ye  23d  year  of  his  age.** 

From   the  Caswell    Street    burying-ground,  East 
Taunton : 

**  In  memory  of  BIr.  Samuel  Wllbore,  who  died  March  21, 1773,  In  ye 
year  of  his  age.** 

**  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Damarls,  wife  of  Mr.  Samuel  Wllbore,  who  died 
March  26, 1773,  In  ye  71st  year  of  her  age." 

"  In  memory  of  BIr.  Samuel  Wllbore,  who  died  June  29,  1774,  In  ye 
60th  year  of  his  age." 

**  Here  lies  the  body  of  James  Washburn,  died  the  4th  day  of  August, 
the  44th  year  of  his  age,  1741." 

**  In  memory  of  Ensign  Jonathan  King,  who  died  March  ye  16th, 
1764.  In  the  42d  year  of  his  age." 

"  Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Mrs.  Bethsheba,  wife  of  Capt.  Jonah  King. 
She  died  Api.  16,  a.d.  1780,  in  ye  86th  year  of  her  age." 

From  the  Pine  Hill  Cemetery  in  East  Taunton : 

"  In  memory  of  Lieut  Israel  Dean,  who  deceased  March  23, 1780,  In 
yo  70th  year  of  his  age." 

"In  memory  of  BIrs.  Ruth  Dean,  ye  widow  of  Lieut  Israel  Dean,  who 
died  April  ye  18, 1769,  In  yo  80th  year  of  her  age.** 

"*  Memento  mortis. 

"  In  memory  of  Lieut.  Noah  Dean,  who  departed  this  life  Aug.  24, 
A.D.  1794,  in  the  04th  year  of  his  age." 

"  In  memory  of  Capt.  Ebeneser  Dean.  He  died  Jan.  SO,  1774,  In  ye 
72d  year  of  his  age.** 

**  Here  lies  the  body  of  Mrs.  Rachel  Dean,  the  wife  of  Ospt  Bbenexer 
Dean,  who  deceased  Mch.  31, 1708,  in  ye  03d  year  of  her  age." 
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Tliti  ?tuin,  or.  im  it  la  iinw  im»t]y  cullcil,  tliv  North  ' 
tinrjiiig-grouiid,  wan  given  iii  tlie  towit  by  lli«  pro- 
prietura  in  1748,  Ha  the  fiilluwing  volea  show  : 

"At  a  meeliiig  of  IVupricton,  20t]i  Juiiv,  1748, 
I'ofa/,  Toyuiiihuliltiihli  of  yenld  towiialup  urTuiiii- 
tou,  ten  ocrua  a(  land,  elu.,  Tur  u  liuryiiig-pluue  nlioro 
Samuel  DnnrurLli  ia  Imricd. 

'■  '2d,  VWerf,  That  Juliu  Godfrey,  Eati,  Gh\iL  Jamea 
Ijeonard,  and  Ciipt.  Morgan  Uotib  l>e  u  eoiiiiiiillec  to 

Alter  the  laying  out  of  this  ground   must  of  ibe 
buriala  from  the  tentrai  portion  nC  tliu   town  « 
made  there,  and  it  liaa  continued  to  be  uaSd  un^  ^ 
within  a  few  yeara,  when  it  bocunie  ao  crowded]   I 
a   large  tract  of  land  at   Mayllowcr  Hill  nrua  ihu-  I 
chased  and  laid  out  as  a  public  cemetery.    TlieulOeM  I 
ioacHptiuD  fuuiid  in  the  North  buryiug-groiiiid  is 
following: 

A  ug.  ).-  Si,  no,  la  }•.  aaU  j«r  ut  l..r  «ir." 

llev.  Siunuel  Danforth  died  in  1727,  nnil  wiu  then  I 
buried.  The  reniaiua  uf  Kliuibeth  I'nul  were 
moved  tliere  in  1771,  lu  alruiuly  nurral«il.  lie*.  4 
Juiiah  Crocker  and  Ilev.  Chester  Isliani  were  burtoil 
Iliere.  The  fuiniliea  of  I^ouard,  Falea,  I'udultord, 
Crocker,  and  Dtlieni  wlio  were  diatinguishetl  in  piiUHc 
alfaird  the  latter  part  uf  the  laat  and  the  eiirly  |>art 
ul'  tlie  present  centuries  rent  there.  As  it  ia  no  near 
the  eeiiLre  uf  the  town,  and  no  well  cared  fur  hy  the 
public  uutlioritied,  there  iaimt  the  aaine  need  uf  copy- 
ing tile  inacriptiona  m  in  the  ciue  of  tlie  older  and 
more  distant  buryiiig-grounda,  be^idea  the  graves 
are  su  numerauH  that  it  would  bo  inipriictiuiihle.  A 
lew  only  ore  aoluctud,  as  fullowa ; 

iMjalhHly  orSuiiuclOuixill,  U.D.  whu  <U«I  AV(.y*  Ulh, 
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**  Ilrr  mill  wm  ch«rgpd  with  plenslng  liop«, 
Those  hopM  by  Qw\  wer«  giTen, 
And  though  her  liody  eleeiie  In  dost, 
Her  toiil  aecendi  to  hearen.** 

The  lant  mentioned  was  the  last  wife  of  the  cele- 
brated  Rev.  Dr.  Hopkins,  founder  of  the  school  of 
theology  bearing  his  name. 

In  the  list  of  burying-groiinds  thus  far  noticed 
those  opened  since  1800  are  not  included.  They  are 
as  follows:  The  Westville  bnrying-ground,  the 
Mount  Pleasant  Cemetery,  the  cemetery  at  the  Weir, 
in  the  rear  of  Plain  Street,  Mayflower  Hill  Ceme- 
tery, the  Catholic  cemeteries,  and  probably  some 
others  in  private  grounds.  It  is  not  proposed  to 
notice  them  further. 


M8T  OK  OKricKits-inns-iooi. 

lets.— John  8trung,  connlnble. 

KOO.—Wininni  Piiol,  John  Gilbert,  Henry  Androwi,  dcpnties;  John 
StroiiK,  rtinMiiMe. 

IfHO.— Kdwnnl  4'niM*,  WnHcr  l»r«nc,  itf>|Mitic«;  John  l>rnno,  conntiihle. 

1641.— WilHnni  Tool,  John  Strong,  drpntice;  Wlliinm  Piirker,  constable. 

1C42. — John  Strong,  John  rnrkrr,  drpntioB;  William  Parker,  constable. 

1043. — Henry  Andrews,  John  Strong  drpntiea;  Wlllinni  Parker,  con* 
stable. 

1614.— William  Ptiol,  di'pnty ;  James  Wyntt,  constable, and  surveyor. 

164r>.— Wlllinni  Piirkor,  Ilicbanl  Wlllinnis,  deputies;  George  Hnll,  con- 
stable :  JnniiiS  Durt,  surveyor. 

1646. — Richard  Williams,  deputy ;  Oliver  Purchase,  constable ;  Jamea 
Wyntt.  excise  officer. 

1647. — Henry  Andrews,  Edward  Case,  deputies;  Oliver  Purchase,  con- 
stable; KdwnnI  Slocomb,  Kilward  Ilew,  snnreyora;  James  Wyalt, 
exrijio  oHlcer. 

1648.— Rirhnrd  Williams,  Kdward  Case,  deputies;  Thomas  Gilbert,  con- 
stable;  John  Deane,  Richard  Stacy,  surveyors;  Jamea  Wyatt,  ex- 
cise officer. 

1649.— Henry  Andrews,  E<lwartl  Case,  deputies;  Tliomaa  Gilbert,  con- 
stable; .FnnioH  Wyatt,  George  Mncry,  surveyors. 

16ri<). — Ri<  bnifl  Wlllinnis,  Oliver  Piirchnse,  deputies;  George  Macoy, 
ronsinble;  Tliomns  Linmln,  Kdwnrd  Cnse,  surveyors. 

1G5I.— OliviT  Piirclinf*e,  Richard  Willinnifi,  deputies;  William  Hodgos, 
constnble;  Hexekish  Hon r,  Ji  hn  Gallop,  surveyors. 

irw't2.— Thomas  Gilbert,  Jam«>s  Wyatt,  deputies;  James  Walker,  consta* 
bio;  Ricbni-d  Paul,  ('lement  Ma.vfleld,  surveyors. 

IGTkl.— Jnnu'S  Wyntt.  Itirbnnl  Wlllinnis,  deputies;  William  Parker,  con* 
sinlde;  John  Cobb,  William  Philli|w,  8urve3*ors. 

16M.— Rirhnrd  Willinnis,  James  Walker,  deputies;  John  Deane,  consta> 
ble ;  Anthony  Slocum,  Jnnies  Unrt,  surveyors. 

in56.— James  Wyatt,  Richard  Wlllinnis,  deputies;  John  Tisdall,  consta- 
ble ;  George  Blacey,  Francis  Smith,  surveyors. 

10A6.— James  Wyntt,  Richanl  Willinnis,  deputies;  Francis  Smith,  con- 
stable ;  Henry  Andrews,  Robert  Thornton,  surveyors. 

1657. — James  Wyalt,  Richard  Willinnis,  deputies;  Hesekiah  Hoar,  con- 
stable; Richard  Stacy,  Jonas  Austin,  surveyors. 

IGT^S.— Willinni  Parker,  Jnmes  Wnlker,  deputies;  Peter  Pitts,  consta- 
ble; John  Cobb,  Rlrhard  Rurt,  surveyors. 

lOAO.- Richard  Williams,  Jamea  Walker,  deputies;  John  Tisdall,  con- 
Klalile. 

1G6<).— Jnmes  Wyatt,  Jnnies  Wnlker,  depuUes;  Henry  Andrews,  con- 
stnble. 

1061.— Jnmes  Wyntt,  Jnnies  Walker,  deputies;  William  Harvey,  con- 
stnblo. 

1C<V2.--  .Innics  Wyiilt,  Jnnies  Wnlker,  deputies;  Willinm  WItherell,  con- 

slnblc  ;  Anthony  Slocum,  Willinm  Harvey,  surveyors. 
1663. — Jnmes  Wyalt,  deputy  (<me  deputy  was  returned  back) ;  Hesekiah 
Hitnr,  coiinlnhle  ;  Jnmes  Leonard,  Samuel  Smith,  surveyors. 

1664.— William  Hnrvey,  Richard  Willinnis,  deputies;  Fmncis  Smith, 
coiiwlnble  ;  Jnmes  Wnlker,  Francis  Smith,  excise  officers. 

1G66.— Richaid  Williams,  Willinm  Harvey,  deputies;  Joseph  Wilbore, 

constable. 
1666.— r^ntirRe  llnll,  Rirliapl  Williams,  Walter  Deana,  Jamea  Walker, 
Willinni  llnrvey,  selerlnim;  James  Walker,  William  HiifV°J^«  ^^^'P- 


ntiea;  John  Hall,  constable;  John  Gobb,  Samnal  Williams,  sur- 
veyors. 

1607.— George  Hall,  Walter  Deane,  Jamea  Walker,  BIchard  Williams, 
William  Harvey,  selectmen  ;  William  Harrey,  Jamea  Walker, 
deputies;  Richard  Durt, constable. 

1(S68.— George  Hall,  Richard  Williams,  Walter  Deane,  William  Harvey, 
James  Walker,  selectmen ;  Jamea  Walker,  William  Harvey,  depuUea ; 
Snmnel  Smith,  constable;  George  Blacey,  Peter  Pitts,  surveyors. 

1069.— George  Hall,  Walter  Deane,  Willhim  Harvey,  James  Walker, 
Richard  Williams,  selectmen;  William  Harvey,  Jamea  Walker,  dep- 
ntlps;  Israel  Deane,  constable ;  Bdward  Bew,  James  Leonard,  Jr., 
surveyors. 

1670.— William  Harvey,  James  Walker,  selectmen.  (No  othar  namea 
given  in  the  reooni ;  probably  an  omission  in  the  record.)  William 
Harvey,  James  Walker,  depuUea;  Nathaniel  Willlama,  constable. 
(No  surveyors  named). 

1671.— George  Blacey,  Richard  Williams,  Walter  Deane,  James  Walker, 
William  Harvey,  aelectmen ;  William  Harvey,  William  WItherell, 
deputies;  .loseph  Wilbore,  constable;  John  Maycomber,  Kncrease 
Roblnarin,  surveyoia. 

1672.— George  Blacey,  Richard  Williams,  Walter  Daane,  John  Tisdall, 
8r.,  William  Harvey,  aelectmen;  William  Harvey,  George  Macey, 
deputies;  Richard  Stevena,  Hexekiah  Hoar,  coustablea;  James 
Walker,  Thomas  Ijoonard,  surveyors. 

167:i.— Walter  Deane,  Richard  Willlama,  George  Macey,  William  Har- 
vey, John  Tisdall,  aelectmen ;  William  Harvey,  George  Macey,  dep- 
uties; Aaron  Knapp,  Br.,  John  Deane,  oonstablei ;  John  Cobb,  Jo- 
seph WillMire,  surveyors. 

1674.— Walter  Deane,  George  Macey,  Ridiard  Williams,  William  Harvey, 
John  Tls<lnll,  selectmen;  George  Macey,  John  Tisdall,  deputies; 
John  Richmoiid, Shadrach  Wilbore, coustablea;  Kdward  Rew, Israel 
Deane,  surveyors. 

1676.— Richard  Williams,  Walter  Deane,  William  Harvey,  George  Blacey, 
John  Tisdall,  8r.,  selectmen;  George  Macey,  William  Harvey, depu- 
ties; Jamea  Tisdall,  Thomas  Deane,  constablea;  John  Turner,  John 
Bryant,  surveyors. 

1676.— Richnnl  Williams,  Walter  Deane,  George  Macey,  William  Harvey, 
Samuel  Sniltli,  selectmen:  George  Blacey,  William  Harvey,  depn- 
ties;  John  Hathaway,  William  WItherell,  constables. 

1677.— George  Blacey,  William  Harvey,  BIchard  Williams,  Walter  Deane, 
Samuel  Smith,  selectmen;  William  Harvey,  George  Macey, depu- 
ties; Thomas  Gilbert,  Joseph  Hall,  conatalHea;  Thomas  Lincoln, 
iMiac  Deane,  surveyors. 

1678.— George  Blacey,  William  Harvey,  Walter  Deane,  Jamea  Wnlker, 
Samuel  Sniilh,  selectmen;  Jnmes  Walker,  Samuel  Smith,  deputies; 
Siimuel  Williams,  Thonins  Harvey,  8r.,  constablea ;  Jamea  Tisdall, 
Jnnies  Ijouiiard,  Jr.,  surveyors. 

1679. — George  Blacey,  William  Harvey,  Walter  Deane,  James  Wnlker, 
Samuel  Smith,  selectmen;  Jamea  Walker,  Samuel  Smitit,  deputies; 
Joseph  Willis,  Isaac  Deane,  constablea ;  Robert  Croasman,  Thomas 
Giiliert,  surveyors. 

1680.— William  Harvey,  Walter  Deane,  George  Blacey,  Thomas  Leonard, 
selectmen;  John  Hathaway,  Tliomaa  Leonard,  deputies;  Gyles  Gil- 
bert, Thomas  WMIllams,  constablea;  Joseph  Hall,  Joseph  Wilbore, 
surveyors. 

1681. — George  Macey,  William  Harvey,  Walter  Deane,  John  Hathaway, 
Thomas  Leonard,  selectmen;  Tliomas  Leonard,  John  Hathaway, 
deputies;  Henry  Hodges,  Rxra  Deane,  constables;  Tliomas  Harvey, 
Joseph  Willis,  surveyors. 

1682.— George  Blacey,  Thomas  liconnrd,  William  Harvey,  Walter  Deane, 
John  Hathaway,  selectmen;  John  Hathaway,  Thomas  Leonard, 
deputies ;  John  White,  James  Walker,  Jr., conatables;  Robert  Cross- 
man,  Sr.,  Samuel  Thmsher,  surveyors. 

168:j.— Willinni  Hnrvey,  George  Macey,  John  Hathaway,  Thomas  Leon- 
anl,  Wnlter  Denne,  selectmen ;  Thomas  Leonard,  John  Hathaway, 
deputies;  Samuel  Hnll,  Sr,  John  Smith,  Jr.,  constables;  Gyles  Gil- 
bert, John  Lincoln,  surveyors. 

1084.— George  Blacey,  Thomas  Leonard,  Walter  Deane,  Jobn  Hathaway, 
Sr.,  John  Hall,  selectmen ;  Thomas  Leonard,  John  Hathaway,  depu- 
ties; Joseph  W*ilU>re,  John  Hodges,  constnbles. 

1085.— Walter  Deane,  William  WItherell,  John  Hall,  Thomas  I^eonard, 
George  BIncey,  selectmen  ;  Thomas  Leonard,  William  WItherell,  Sr., 
deputies;  John  Richmond,  James  Walker,  Sr.,  coniitables;  John 
Bryant,  Joseph  Tisdale,  surveyors. 

1686.— George  Macey,  Tliomaa  Leonard,  Walter  Deane,  William  Harvey, 
John  lliill,s<*lfctmen;  George  Macey,  Tliomas  Leonard,  depuUea ; 
Jamea  1«eonard,  Joseph  Tilldon,  constables. 


H18T0UY  OF   BRISTOL  COUNTY,  MASSAOHUSETTS. 


During  the  uaurpatjon   of  dDdroa  llie   Plymouth 
,  government  wu  suspended,  and  no  record  of  oflicen 
!a  to  be  found  during  Ihooe  yoara,  lii87'88. 

Tl<enainci)i>r  Henry  liodgc*  nnd  Willinm  Hiirvi-y 
aa  selfctiiieii  fur  Iwth  thocte  yeurs  arc  nacerlaintd  from 
the  pmiirieton'  records ;  llie  namea  of  llieir 
do  not  n|ipeiir. 
lUII.~'ni.>ri>u  Uanuil,  WJllIun  lUrivf,  lliuif  llt^ia, 
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curr  Uoifrn.  •elicluiiB  1  JtibB  Hull,  J 

i.tirr  or  mifiCMitN. 

>J>.  Jobu  GUlMtl,  Sr,  llfury  Aodnw 
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■■II,  A*(uD  Ku«|i|i,  Tlfonu  L«u 
Phllllia,  ii.ii>ii>l  Pl.illlfi  (I'M},  J< 


•  mH  TlMbill,  ttenig.l 


din  OruaDun.  Bal>*rt  Cnauiau  (1«U).  Sin  t>m»,  John  Dnbi  t?A\ 
JiHIili  I>«ii>,  BiuiiKil  lluiifiinli,  a)\et  OIIUM.  Tbuuuu  dlllniTi, 
Julii.  liiU.awi;,  Jr.il.uiilal  U>][,  BnTIimou  IliiKgf,  llf^Tliuum 
lUnii,  Jt.,  Wllllaui  Hull,  llurjr  ll>id(a^  lldwsnl  KlohmMia 
(LEUIl,  JuliD  llkl.iuuiKt,  NolhMultl  «»•«,  Uiluli  Iwunnl  {KW'I. 
HIchiM  BIOTMU,  lusxl  Tliculi.r,  Ju«.pl.  'ri.ruli.r,  Jiwpli  Wil- 
lHi»,Shldnch  WllboiD. 

noH  whs  Iwil  U>  OaOt  tf  HiMiqr  ohl^. 

HilU*.  TlioiBM  uu-ka,  ThMDU  OhhbII,  kdoitril  Oubl.,  Julia  UUiy, 
Tl.uu.u  Lllbii.  Bvl«n  CrwiKlui.  WIIIJhiii   S^nMt.  Jubu  auu^lN, 

JHDioi  lj«ijiDtl,  Ikuilvl  Muksn*,  Ji4iij  ll^c«fiibl4r,  Jorvmlitli  Elaw- 
l>u<l,  Blcbinl  l->iil,  lUwud  Una.  Juliu  nicl.uxiiiil.  Sr,  llut;l» 
BociMtr.  WJIIIniu  SaddluE.  HIcliolH  Slnol*,  fivicl*  Stnri*.  Ulcli- 
■  nl  Siultli,  WIIII.IU  Bl.rpl.onl,  Bleluird  SUcya,  i-rin  abk>nL.ii/, 
CkrMutU«  TLnulot.  Jubu  Turiiii,  Tliniiiii.  Wlllliiglun,  NJchulu 


CllArXEU    LXIV. 


TAnNTON.— {a.«*i 


ECGLBSIASTICAL  UISTOIIV.i 


"  The  clergy,"  writes  the  Hon,  F.  Kaylies,  historian 
of  I'lymouth  Colony,  "the  clergy  were  the  principul 
instrumenta  in  keeping  alive  the  spirit  and  enterprise 
of  the  English  race  In  llie  wilda  of  America."  The 
first  miniatereof  New  England  were  no  mean  men. 
They  were  highly  educated,  and  their  nainei)  are  reg- 
istered among  the  foremoat  of  that  or  any  other  age. 

■  Br  K*T.  8.  lloiililiM  BBMrjF. 


Taunton  clui ma  thai  her  two  ministers,  in  tlio  l>*-| 
ginning  of  ita  settlement,  were  inferior  to  nonvofV 
them.  They  rank  in  ability,  scholarly  ktiaintnenl^  t 
mid  tiotiiiiinniling  inllur iiuv  witJi  WiUiin  ami  (!uitai^  A 
of  Itoston,  lligginsou  an<J  Willlaiiui,  of  Suleiii,  i 
the  Mathers  of  Dorchestar  and  Cambridge. 

It  was  in  lti37.  Kcv.  William  Hooko  was  iiistn-J 
iiicnliU  in  giithi-ring  a  church  in  Tiiiinton.     Mr.  Hkv- | 
ugo  Mills  hiiu  "  the  Hpitltual  guide  of  the  M)tlloiniMit.''| 
llu  •MOM  its  Ural  paMlitr,  having  fur  an  .■Msut^ialu  In  ll 
ministry,  according  to  the  cueloiD  of  the  tiniee.anoUiari 
eminent  man,  Ucr.  Nichnlss  Street.    Tim  former  was 
known  us  pastor,  tlie  latter  a^  teacher.  Their  cbiircti, 
occonlitig  t»  TliimiM  Ijuchfunl,  in  u  pamphlet  |itik> 
Ibhcd  in  Ktighiiid  In  1IM2,  nutntiurcit "  Ivii  »r  twenty."   _ 
Wu  havenuTaiinlun  nK-urd  giving  thucxiiut  uunilwt  M 
or  niiinoaormDrnkefB.    lilr.  Huuke,  a  native  ofSiHillk-  fl 
ampton,  England,  in  1601,  at  the  early  age  of  tweiiljr-  ^\ 
two,  jiruccedeil  lu  the  degree  of  ilastcr  of  Aria  in 
'friiiity  Oulli^e,  Uxford,  "at  which  time,"  remarks 
Wood,  "  he  waa  esteemed  u  close  student  and  a  rtrlig- 

Maving  preached  several  years  in  the  moiheT-coDii- 
try,  he  WHS  attracted  Ui  Netr  England,  and  in  both 
lands  earned  such  n  repulalioii  that  Cotton  Mather 
cuulit  say  uf  him,  "  He  waa  a  learned,  holy,  and  hum- 
ble niiiii."  ^  Dr.  Trnmliull  also  makes  mention  uf  liim 
M  a  man  "of  great  loiLroing  and  piety,  (KHUanlng 
excellent  pulpit  talents."  One  of  his  acrnmus, 
preached  in  Tnuntiin,  July  S-t,  1640,  on  a  day  ap- 
jKiinled  by  the  cbnrehcs  fur  public  hnniiliatton  in  W 
iialf  uf  England  in  time  of  feared  danger,  was  si>  well 
Hkeil  thai  it  was  prinlod  in  l^ndon  in  1(!J1,  bvarii«  j 
the  title  uf  "  New  England's  Tuum  for  Old  'Knglaiid'a  ^ 

A  second  sermon,  "preached  upon  a  day  of  genera) 
humiliation  iu  the  churches  of  New  England  in  the 
behulf  of  Old  England  and  Irclsjid's  sad  condition, 
by  William  Houke,  minister  of  God's  Word  at  Tann- 
hiii,  in  New  England,"  was  printed  in  Ijondon  in 
m4ri.  Thi^e  serniuns  were  "inlrusUnl  in  the  hands 
of  a  worthy  menihcr  of  the  honomblD  Houae  of  Cnm- 
iiiuiis,  who  desired  they  might  bo  printed  fur  tlie  pab- 
,  lie  goml."  Such  a  puUIciiliou  was  n  rare  testiuianiai 
\  Iroui  the  House  of  Commons  h>  the  merit  of  tlieTaun- 
I  ton  preacher.  The  report  of  his  sermons  having 
readied  New  Jiavcji,  Ihe  diurcJi  and  piiopie,  who  had 
listened  to  such  a  remarkable  man  as  John  Daven- 
port, call  hiui  to  serve  aa  Davenport's  associate  in  tlie 
ministry,  aller  serving  ihe  church  in  Taunton  seven 
years.  He  had  a  successful  ministry  of  twelve  yearn 
in  New  Haven,  when  he  returned  to  England,  led 
thither  by  his  interest  in  the  Commonwealth,  related 
as  ho  was  to  the  Protector,  of  whose  family  he  became 
a  member,  acting  as  domestic  chaplaiu.  His  wife, 
sister  of  Wliallcy,  one  of  Cromwell's  trusted  friends, 
had  precciluil  hini. 

Uov.  Nicholas  Street,  the  colleague  and  successor 
of  ^Ir.  Hooke  in  the  ministry  of  Taunton,  wm  abo 
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his  successor  in  the  church  of  New  Haven.  This 
was  on  the  "  26th  of  the  9th,  1659."  On  the  removal 
of  Mr.  Davenport  to  Ikiston  as  Wilson's  successor, 
Mr.  Street  hccaine  sole  pastor  of  the  church,  so  con- 
tinuing until  his  death,  April  22,  1674.  It  is  not 
quite  certain  who  was  Mr.  Street's  first  wife.  Mr. 
lUylies'  statement  that  it  was  the  sister  of  Elizaheth 
Pool  lacks  confirmation.  We  arc  sure,  however,  that 
his  second  wife  was  the  widow  of  Governor  Newman, 
and  his  descendants  are  numerous  in  Connecticut  and 
elsewhere.  The  earliest  Taunton  ministers  were  not 
only  eminent  in  their  profession,  hut  influential  in  all 
town  afljiirs  both  in  Taunton  and  New  Haven.  They 
were  resorted  to  for  counsel,  and  their  words  on  all 
suhjocls  were  wciplity.  Their  churches,  of  course, 
wore  of  the  prevailing  New  England  order,  and  they, 
ns  dissenting  ministers,  were  the  ro<Tognized  loaders 
of  the  people. 

The  third  Taunton  minister  was  Rev.  George  Shove. 
Ordninod  in  ICAVt^  he  remained  sole  pastor  till  his 
death  in  1687.  Little  is  known  of  his  work  as  a 
minister,  but  he  was  largely  interested  in  the  secular 
as  well  as  spiritual  aflairs  of  the  town,  and  his  name 
appears  as  one  of  the  proprietors  in  the  Taunton 
North  Purchase,  as  also  one  of  the  six  original  pro- 
prietors of  Assonet  Neck  in  1680.  He  was  interested 
in  schools,  and  is  credited  with  the  statement  that  in 
1686  there  were  "eighty  scholars  on  the  list  of  Taun- 
ton school,  some  of  whom  had  entered  Latin."  His 
own  son  Setli  was  one  of  these,  a  graduate  of  Cam- 
bridge, and  the  first  minister  of  Danbury,  Conn. 
Rev.  Mr.  Shove  was  thrice  married,  his  first  wife  being 
the  daughter  of  Rev.  Samuel  Newman,  the  renowned 
minister  of  Rehoboth.  Ho  had  ten  children,  and  his 
descendants  are  numerous  in  New  England,  many  of 
them  belonging  to  the  Society  of  Friends. 

The  fourth  minister  of  Taunton  was  an  eminent 
man,  the  Rev.  Samuel  Danforth,  son  of  Rev.  Samuel 
Danforth,  the  minister  of  Roxbury.  His  mother 
was  the  daughter  of  Rev.  John  Wilson,  pastor  of  the 
First  Church  of  Boston.  He  was  graduated  at  Har- 
vard College  in  1683,  and  married  a  daughter  of  Rev. 
James  Allen,  a  colleague  of  Rev.  John  Davenport  in 
Ik»ston.  "  The  town  was  extremely  anxious  to  obtain 
Mr.  Danforth,"  writes  Mr.  Baylies.  Capt.  Bartholo- 
mew Tipping,  for  his  services  in  securing  him,  re- 
ceived "  ten  acres  of  land  adjoining  his  own."  He 
afterwards  sold  Mr.  Danforth  his  house  and  lot,  which 
were  not  far  from  the  bridge,  on  what  is  now  Wash- 
ington Street,  and  which  included  the  water  privilege 
where  the  cotton-mill  stands.  Mr.  Danforth,  like  his 
pro<loocs»or,  receiving  but  a  snnill  salary,  by  economy 
and  industry  secured  a  considerable  estate.  He  was 
a  man  of  versatile  talents,  and  could  not  only  preach 
good  sermons,  but  as  occasion  required  counsel  and 
instruct  his  parishioners  in  law  and  medicine.  He 
was  influential  in  all  civil  and  religious  matters,  not 
only  in  his  own  town  but  in  the  colony.  Hence  we 
find  him  preaching  "a  ^eroion  before  His  Excellency 


the  Governour,  the  Honourable  Council,  and  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay 
in  New  England,  on  May  26,  1714,  being  the  Anni- 
versary Day  of  the  Election  of  Councellors  of  the 
said  Province,"  and  "published  by  their  order."  * 

The  ministry  of  Mr.  Danforth  extended  from  1687, 
the  year  of  his  ordination,  to  his  death  in  1727,  a 
period  of  forty  years.  "  He  was  peculiarly  fortunate," 
writes  one  familiar  with  the  history  of  his  time,  "  iu 
retaining  the  attachment  of  his  people.  They  were 
eager  to  settle  him,  and  their  interest  in  him  con- 
tinued to  the  end."  Mr.  Danforth  was  interested  in 
the  Indians,  visited  them  oflen,  acquired  their  lan- 
guage, and  prepared  an  Indian  dictionary,  a  copy  of 
which  is  in  the  library  of  the  Massachusetts  Histori- 
cal Society.  Mr.  Danforth,  like  his  predecessors,  in 
the  beginning  of  his  ministry  preached  to  the  scattered 
families  of  his  Hock,  gathered  in  their  own  house  of 
worship,  where  now  stands  the  beautiful  stone  church 
of  the  First  Parish,  coming  from  what  are  now  Norton, 
Dighton,  Easton,  Raynham,  Berkley,  Assonet  Neck, 
and  Mansfield.  These  separate  townships  sprung  up 
for  the  most  part  during  his  ministry,  and  no  wonder 
they  felt  the  need  of  shortening  the  distance  between 
their  homes  and  the  coveted  sanctuary  for  themselves 
and  those  who  should  come  after  them.  We  have 
seen  the  correspondence  between  the  mother-church 
and  these  several  colonies,  conducted  in  a  Christian 
spirit,  but  revealing  the  extreme  reluctance  with 
which  these  colonies  are  sent  out. 

It  was  a  church,  therefore,  weakened  by  many  re- 
movals which  called  the  fifth  minister  of  Taunton, 
Rev.  Thomas  Clapp.  His  ministry  was  shorter,  ex- 
tending only  from  1729  to  1738,  less  than  ten  years. 
Mr.  Clapp  was  a  native  of  Scituate,  son  of  John 
Clapp,  born  in  1706,  and  a  graduate  of  Harvard  Col- 
lege in  1725.  He  was  married  to  Mary,  daughter  of 
Judge  George  Leonard,  of  Norton,  in  1731.  He  wjis 
cousin  of  the  eminent  President  Clapp,  of  Yale  Col- 
lege. On  concluding  his  ministry  in  Taunton  the 
oflice  was  laid  aside,  and  returning  to  Scituate,  his 
native  place,  he  became  colonel  of  the  militia,  justice 
of  the  peace,  for  many  years  a  representative  of  the 
town,  and  also  judge  of  Plymouth  Colony.  The 
manuscript  sermons  of  Mr.  Clapp,  which  I  have  seen, 
show  him  16  have  been  no  mean  preacher.  He  is  de- 
scribed by  a  contemporary  as  "social  in  his  temper, 
extremely  fond  of  company,  and  very  hcjspitable." 
His  house  in  Taunton  was  pleasantly  situated  on  the 
river  near  the  head  of  Dean  Street,  now  occupied  by 
Col.  Gordon.  ' 

The  sixth  Taunton  minister  was  Rev.  Josii^h 
Crocker,  a  man  of  excellent  pulpit  talent,  and  emi- 
nent as  a  preacher  in  his  time.  He  was  a  son  of  Jo- 
siah  and  Desire  Crocker,  of  Yarmouth.  His  grand- 
mother wjls  a  daughter  of  Governor  Hinckley,  and 
sister-in-law  of  Deputy  Governor  William  Bradford, 
and  through  him  related  to  Prince  and  the  Mayhews. 
His  mother  was  a  daughter  of  Hon.  John  Thacher, 
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grand  it  11  lighter  of  Hon.  Jiiiin  Ilowlaiid,  niid  grcnt- 
gnindduugtiler  of  Hon.  Joliii  Carvur,  tlie  flrat  Gover- 
nor of  Plymuutli  Colony.  Mr,  Crocker  graduated  at 
Harvnrd  College  In  1738.  When  nineteen  yuan  of 
age  WHS  ordalnoU  in  Taunton,  May  19.  1742.  QU 
pautorale  conliuued  till  Nov.  1,  ITBO,  a  period  of  more 
thnn  thrue-nnd-twenty  ycara.  Ho  continued  to  reaide 
in  Timnton,  and  wiu  here  buried  in  1774.  "Of  all 
the  [ireiiclicm  I  ever  lieuni,"  inico  rumnrkod  Duauini 
Eddy,  of  liridguwulcr,  wliu  remembered  hia  aeriiiutia, 
"none  Hur|i(iiu«pd  Mr. 'Crocker  in  hia  curiicat  yet 
teiuler,  perauaaive  manDer."  Cliief  Jualiee  Pareoiia 
made  a  similar  rcoiark,  many  years  ago,  to  the  Hon. 
Samuel  Crocker,  of  Taunton.  The  Taunton  minister 
van  a  great  friend  of  Whiteffeld  and  the  Tennenta. 
Mr.  WhilelieJd  prcAebed  in  hia  pulpit,  and  Mr.  Ituy- 
liea  ia  accountable  for  the  remark,  "Many  were  dia- 
pleaacd  with  him  for  thia."  The  people  in  Taunton, 
as  ctaeivhere,  were  divided  coneeruinp  what  were 
called  "new  meanurea."  Hut  Mr.  Crocker  entered 
inUi  tlicm  moat  heartily,  and  would  be  called  at  the 
present  time  n  revival  preacher.  He  was  ciltun  in- 
vited to  iireuch  in  neighboring  towns,  and  persons 
came  from  a  long  diatunce,  even  as  far  as  Plymouth, 
to  listen  to  hia  aermona.  The  story  ia  told  of  a  woman 
who  quieted  her  baby,  weary  from  tliu  long  march,  by 
shouting  ''  Crocker's  ahead-" 

Mr.  Crocker  waa  twice  married,  and  bad  seven  aona 
and  two  daughters.  Josiuh,  the  eldest  son,  settled  in 
Taunton,  and  married  a  daughter  of  Hon.  Zephaniah 
Leonard.  Their  children  who  readied  adult  age 
were  Bainucl  and  WIHiani  Aiignstiis,  the  I'ortnvr  wi 
long  known  in  Taunton  us  the  auniur  iiienibar  uf  llic 
manufacturing  firm  of  Crocker  &,  ItJchmimd,  the 
latter  father  of  the  Crocker  Brothers,  who  have  been 
identified  with  the  copper-works  and  other  large 
manufacturing  interests  of  Taunton  for  so   many 


I  of  Mr.  Crocker  in  17Gfi,  aev- 
eral  minislera  occupied  the  pulpit  as  cnndidulea  fur 
settlement,  but  Rev. Caleb  Barnum  became  the  seventh 
pastor.  He  was  a  native  of  Danhury,  (3unn.  Hia  lirat 
pastorale  was  at  Wrcntham,  Mass.  He  was  iiiatallcd 
in  Taujilon,  Feb.  2,  I7G9.  He  is  particulariy  remem- 
bered IIS  the  patriotic  minister  of  Tauutnn,  not  only 
advocnting  the  cause  of  Amerlciui  independence  with 
hia  fervent  appeals,  but  entering  the  Continental 
army  ua  a  chaplain  and  laying  down  his  life  in  the 
service.  Ha  endured  great  hardahipK  with  exem- 
plary Christian  fortitude,  and  when  obliged  by  the 
contiitlon  of  his  health  to  leave  for  home,  rested  on 
the  way  at  Fittslield,  where  he  died  the  23d  day  uf 
August,  1776,  in  the  fortieth  year  of  his  age.  Rev. 
Mr.  Allen,  of  Plttxiicld,  who  was  with  him  in  hia  last 
hours,  dwells  gratefully  on  hia  "serenity  of  mind," 
his  "  most  exemplary  patience  and  submission  to  the 
will  of  heaven."  Ueiiig  asked  his  present  viewa  iu 
the  approach  of  death  of  the  goodiieoB  of  the  Anier- 
Icsa  cause,  for  which  he  was  sncriHcing  his  life,  his 


reply  was  the  most  memorable  one,  "I  Udvo  no 
donhta  uonceruing  the  Ji>stlcc  and  giKHliluaa  of  that 
ukuse,  and  had  I  u  thousand  lives  tJiey  should  all  lie 
willingly  laid  down  in  It." 

Air.  Ilaruum  loll  a  widow  and  seven  cliitdreu. 
Priscilla,  who  married  a  Vickery,  was  the  molber  uf 
Charlei  R.  Viukery.  Eaq.,  and  Mrs.  Puddwk  neon, 
of  Tanulon  ;  Annu,  who  married  a  Child,  was  the 
mother  of  Mr.  (Iciirgc  Child,  lung  a  gtiKnir  iti  Tuuii- 
L<m,  and  his  Hlsters  Mary  ami  Jnne  Child. 

The  sucooasur  of  Mr.  Iluniuin  was  Kcv.  EVimh 
Jonea,  who  came  hither  from  Halifax,  N'uva  Senlis. 
His  ministry  waa  very  ahort,  hardly  a  year,  in- 
stalled  in  April,  177T,  we  find  him  leaving  in  IIU. 
"A  young  man  of  prepossessing  maunera  and  ad- 
dress and  fine  talcnls  for  the  pulpit,"  he  iieVerllielesa 
"  fell  into  such  error,"  we  are  informed,  as  itiadu  the 
cliurdi  willing  to  part  with  him.  Nothing  Is  known 
of  him  afterward. 

Rev.  Ephraim  Judsou  was  the  ninth  niinislcr  of  th«  , 
parish,  a  man  of  markeil  ability  and  of  wide  inHuenca  . 
He  WHS  a  native  of  Woodbury,  Conn.,  a  gruduule  of  I 
Yale  College  in  17G3.  Uis  firat  seiileuient  was  ift 
Norwich,  Conn.  Hia  ministry  in  Taiiiitim  o 
menced  in  1780,  where  he  continued  ten  yean. 
Hia  eecentriuitiea  are  remarkable,  many  iiiatuuiW- 
of  which  are  remembered,  but  cannot  here  be  ra- 
corded.  He  was  blunt,  abrupt,  fearless,  uiicouipro- 
iniaing,  made  many  friends  and  some  enemiea. 

The  pariah  was  divided  at  the  close  uf  his  miuiaUfjr 
ill  ITiK).  For  a  lime  he  continued  with  a  purtiou  viha 
ruinovial  their  mccling  In  the  went  part  tif  th«  ttiwR, 
tiul  aubsetpienlly  autLlud  in  mielliulil,  Milan.,  wluiTi)  hv 
uintinned  In  tlie  ministry  until  his  deatli,  Feb.  : 
1813,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five.  Upon  the  atone 
which  marks  the  place  of  his  burial  may  be  TuuikI 
the  inscription,  "A  learned  Divine,  an  acuta  logi* 
uian,  and  an  evangelical  preacher.  He  was  mild, 
iMiurtcons,  and  hue|iiliiblc.  Ily  hU  numuruua  friends 
he  was  deom'd  a  wise  counsellor,  an  active  jxaioe- 
maker,  and  a  sincere  christian.  What  lie  was  iu 
truth  the  Ureal  Day  will  disclose." 

The  auccessor  of  Mr.  Jiidson  in  the  Pint  Parish 
was  Rev.  John  Fgator,  whose  career  waa  not  alto- 
gether honorable  to  tlie  holy  office  he  held,  whilst  lib 
abilities  in  certain  directions  were  ol  a  high  order. 
But  hia  miniatry,  which  began  In  iVJi,  terminated  in 
IT'J9,  to  the  relief  of  the  people. 

His  successor  was  an  altogether  ilillerunt  style  of  a 
man,  whoae  memory  is  very  precious,  even  tu  the 
l^rescnt  time,  Rev.  John  Pipon.  He  was  a  native  of 
iiosion,  and  was  graduated  at  Cambridge  College  in 
17SI2.  In  17011  he  came  to  Taunton  as  a  candidate, 
and  was  ordained  in  January,  ItiOU.  President  Kirk- 
land,  then  of  Boston,  preached  the  sermon.  Uoa. 
Francis  Baylies,  who  loved  him  as  a  brother,  write) 
thus  alli-'Clionalely  of  him  :  "  (inile  and  e.uvy  had  ua 
place  in  his  heart.  Tho  increasing  Ibrilluiid  cumfurt 
of  hjs  neigbboni  were  U>  him  a  source  of  cotutaul  gnl- 
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ification.  The  happiness  of  others  increased  his  own. 
He  would  have  banished  want  and  woe  and  suflering 
from  the  wliole  human  race."  Many  instances  are 
given  of  his  disinterested  charity.  His  name  in  all 
the  region  was  a  synonym  for  sympathy  and  good 
will  to  ail.  He  never  married.  His  parish  was  his 
family  ;  he  was  wcdde<1  to  his  flock.  A  beautiful 
tablet  on  the  interior  wall  of  the  stone  church  of  the 
First  Parish  expresses  in  its  inscription  the  high  ap- 
preciation of  this  minister  by  the  parish  : 

"  In  mrmory  of  Ra?.  John  l*ipon,  for  21  yours  minlftor  of  tliiii  chnrch. 
]V>m  In  Boston,  ad.  1762.  Ordained  in  Tnanion,  Jan.  16, 1800.  Died 
In  Taunton,  Jan.  7, 1821 ,  ict.  60. 

**  In  hit  intorconree  witli  men,  the  rooet  genial  humor  wai  Joincid  with 
the  most  trnder  »3rmpnthy.^  Ills  conipamion  waa  nnboando«l,  and  all  hie 
PulMtnnoo  wna  given  to  the  needy.  While  many  knew  in  him  a  well- 
trained  and  accnmte  eeholar,  all  could  eeo  and  admire  the  hnmllity, 
charity,  piety,  and  fteir-mcriAce  of  the  faithful  pastor. 

**To  keep  here  hie  name  in  honor.  Mends  who  knew  him  have  erected 
this  tablet  a.d.  1860.** 

Mr.  Pipoii  was  succeeded  by  llcv.  Luther  Hamilton. 
Born  in  Conway  in  1798,  he  was  graduated  at  Wil- 
liams College  in  1817,  ordained  in  Taunton  in  1821, 
and  resigned  in  1832.  His  successor  was  Rev.  An- 
drew Bigclow,  D.D.,  a  native  of  Oroton  in  1795,  a 
graduate  of  Cambridge  in  1814,  and  a  pastor  in  Taun- 
ton from  1883  to  1842.  On  leaving  Taunton  he 
ofTlciated  ns  minister  at  Inrge  in  1k>ston.  Dr.  Bigelow 
was  a  scholarly  man,  and  quite  influential  in  his 
dotioniitintion.  11c  ptiblishcd  several  Hcrmims  and 
addresses,  as  also  a  book  of  "Travels." 

Rev.  Charles  II.  Hrigham  followed  Dr.  Higelow  in 
1844.  Like  Mr.  Pipon,  whose  ministry  he  much  ad- 
mired, he  was  a  native  of  Boston,  a  graduate  of  Cam- 
bridge, and  never  married.  He  was  also  ardently 
devoted  to  his  parish  and  parish  work.  His  attach- 
ment to  the  people  was  reciprocated,  as  the  tablet  on 
the  church  wall  opiK)site  Mr.  Pipon's  in  its  inscrip 
tion  shows : 

"In  MnioRiAM. 

"ReT.  Charles  Henry  Drighani,  minister  of  this  church  A.n.  1844  to 
A.D.  18A0.  Burn  in  Doeton,  July  27, 1820.  Ordained  in  Taunton,  March 
27, 1814.  Died  in  Dro^klyn,  N.  T.,  Feb.  10, 1870.  A  scholar  of  raried 
learning,  a  ritixt-n  of  wise  public  spirit,  a  preacher  direct  and  sincere  In 
s|iee€b,  be  rendered  eminent  service  to  letters,  edncatlon,  and  religion, 
while  by  his  sngnclly,  deTotlon,  frankness,  and  sym|iaUiy  he  made  his 
people  his  iM*r8onni  fi  lends. 

"The  ami  of  his  youth  and  the  energy  of  his  manhood  were  given  to 
this  society,  ami  to  honor  his  memory  as  a  teacher  and  a  man  this  tablet 
is  plHcod  here  A.n.  1881.** 

^Ir.  Brighaiii  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Fielder  Israel, 
whoj»e  pastorate  extended  from  Dec.  23,  1869,  to  July 
21,  1872.     He  is  now  settled  in  Salem,  Mass. 

Till'  next  ininistor  was  Rov.  Kli  Kay,  who  entered 
upon  his  work  Feb.  2(),  1873,  an<l  resigned  to  accept 
a  i>astoratc  in  Slieflield,  England,  in  October,  1876. 

The  last  pastiir  was  Rev.  Frederic  Meakin,  who 
commenced  his  labors  in  1878,  September  25th,  and 
cloHcd  them  in  September,  1882,  for  a  visit  to  Europe 
with  his  faiiiily,  where  he  proposes  remaining  for 
Home  time  for  rest  and  study.  The  parish  is  at  pres- 
ent without  a  pastor. 

The  "  Church  Green  "  as  it  is  called,  is  one  of  the 


most  charming  spots  in  the  city.  It  is  the  spot  se- 
lected by  the  first  settlers  of  Taunton  for  a  church 
site.  On  this  hallowed  ground  they  first  began  to 
worship,  in  a  rude  edifice,  of  course,  in  the  begin- 
ning. When  their  meeting-house,  as  they  called  it» 
was  begun  or  finished  we  know  not,  only  this  record 
remains,  "In  1647  the  calf  pasture  was  sold  to 
Henry  Andrews  for  building  the  meeting-house." 
This  answered  the  purpose  till  May  19,  1729.  "This 
day  we  began  to  raise  the  meeting-house  in  Taunton," 
an  extract  from  a  paper  in  the  handwriting  of  John, 
the  father  of  Brig.-Qen.  Godfrey.  This  was  the 
second  Taunton  meeting-house,  built  by  Samuel,  the 
son  of  Richard  Williams,  with  two  galleries,  accord- 
ing to  the  custom  of  the  times.  The  third  was  built 
in  1789,  by  Mr.  Demonds,  of  Scituate,  was  a  large 
wooden  structure,  removed  to  Spring  Street,  to  make 
room  for  the  building  of  the  present  substantial  stone 
edifice,  and  was  still  occupied  for  church  purposes, 
first  by  the  Universalist  Society,  next  by  what  is  now 
the  Winslow  Church,  and  then  by  the  Free-Will 
Baptist  Church,  until  in  1867  it  was  bought  and 
taken  down  by  Mr.  Francis  Dean,  to  enlarge  his 
homestead  between  Summer  and  Spring  Streets. 
The  Congregational  Church  in  West  Taunton.— 

The  division  of  sentiment  in  the  First  Parish  at  the 
close  of  Rev.  Mr.  Judson's  ministry  in  1790  led  to  a 
sc]mration,  all  the  church  but  three  men  and  one 
woman  leaving  the  parish,  and  worshiping  apart  first 
in  Deacon  Isaac  Tubb's  barn,  and  afterwards  in  a 
meeting-house  built  in  the  west  part  of  the  town  be- 
yond the  Episcopal  glebe,  and  not  far  from  the  Oak- 
land burial-place.  This  place  of  worship  continued 
till  1824,  when  the  present  meeting-house  in  West- 
ville  was  built  in  what  was  considered  a  more  central 
location. 

Rev.  Mr.  Judson  supplied  the  church  for  a  time, 
followed  by  temporary  supplies  from  Messrs.  Preston, 
Wines,  Farrington,  and  Ogdon.  The  last  named  died, 
and  was  buried  in  the  churchyard,  his  stone  bearing 
the  following  inscription  :  "In  memory  of  Mr.  Nath. 
Ogdon,  A.  B.,  of  Fairfield,  N.  J.,  Preacher  of  the 
Gospel,  who  died  July  11,  1796,  aged  28.  He  had 
preached  only  seven  Lord's  Days  when  our  high  ex- 
pectations of  his  future  usefulness  were  suddenly 
blasted." 

Rev.  Samuel  W.  Colburn  was  the  first  settled  min- 
ister, his  ministry  extending  only  from  1809  to  the 
latter  part  of  1812.  On  the  10th  of  April,  18ir).  Rev. 
A  Ivan  Cobb  was  ordained  and  installed  his  successor, 
whoMc  pastorate  was  a  long  and  most  useful  one,  ex- 
tending to  the  period  of  his  death  in  1861,  April  2, 
nearly  forty-six  years.  He  was  contemporary  and  in- 
timately associated  with  Rev.  Orin  Fowler,  of  Fall 
River ;  Rev.  Sylvester  Holmes,  of  New  Bedford  ;  Rev. 
Thomas  Robbins,  D.D.,  of  Mattapoisett ;  Rev.  Con- 
stantino Blodgett,  D.D.,  of  Pawtucket;  Rev.  Thomas 
Shepard,  D.D.,  of  Bristol ;  Rev.  Thomas  Andros,  of 
Berkley;   Rev.  Philip  Colby,  of  North  Middlebor- 
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ough  ;  Rev.  Ern&tuB  Maltby,  of  Tkuntoii ;  and  Rev. 
Enoch  Sanford,  of  Raynhum,  all  of  wlioiu  but  the 
]flBt  liave  pawed  aivuy,  Aud  nioul  of  whom  were  iiir 
many  years  ineniben  of  the  Tauaion  Ansocia^on  of 
Uinivten. 

Mr.  Cobb  wan  considered  the  equal,  if  noIiiii|ierii<r 
of  theoi  all  in  theological  learning  mid  Rtcurat«  Bib- 
lical scliolarship.  1I«  had  a  Iheologicul  >ichi>i>l  in  liis 
hotitte  in  West  Taunton,  and  many  young  men,  of 
wlioin  Rev.  Mr.  liicliinond,  liiii  iiiiccctiaor  iu  tlie  piut- 
tomi  office,  was  ane,  received  their  theological  truiu- 
[ngwlth  him.  The  great  iuBucncc  of  the  man,  not 
only  in  his  pnrisb  but  in  other  piirta  of  the  town  nnd 
the  adjoining  country,  well  iiluBtrnted  the  power  of  a 
permanent  ininiatry. 

Mr.  Cobb  wrote  conaiderably  for  the  prem,  and  sev- 
eral of  hifl  sermons  were  printed.  Krooi  u  manusurlpl 
Iiistorical  discourse  I  learn,  "The  first  Sabbat b -school 
in  Bristol  County  was  organized  in  connection  with 
tbis  church  in  1816.  Several  kuikiuh  of  unusual  re- 
ligious  interest  have  been  enjoyed, — the  first  iu  18IR, 
when  seventeen  were  received  to  the  church.  In 
1820  there  was  u  still  larger  accession  of  thirty.  In 
1&25  the  new  nieeting-bouae  of  the  society  was  dedi- 
cated by  u  niemurabio  season  of  the  oulpuuHug  of  tlic 
Holy  Spirit,  when  tlie  whole  parish  woa  roacheU  and 
nearly  sixty  brought  into  the  church.  Rev.  A.  Net- 
tlelon  waa  an  honored  instrument  in  doing  great  good 
at  thut  time.  In  1830-31,  a  fourth  prouioua  awaken- 
ing occurred;  us  tbo  fruit  of  it  lliirty-six  professed 
religion,  and  united  with  tlie  church.  In  ll!i38-31l 
there  was  a  mofe  limited  seaaon  of  refreshing  j  twenty- 
■ix  were  added  to  the  church.  la  1840  there  was  a 
fllrther  addition  of  six." 

Mr.  Cobb  was  twice  married,  (1  ]  to  Mary  Ingrnlinm, 
of  ruwtucket,  who  died  Sept.  13,  lS4ii ;  (2)  lo  Abiub 
F.  H.  Cobb,  of  Boston,  who  died  March  15,  1875. 
His  only  son,  Alvan  Emmons,  is  dead,  leaving  two 
BOns,  ZenH.*  and  Charles,  who  live  in  Attleboruugli, 
«nd  are  engaged  in  the  jewelry  business. 

On  the  decease  of  Rev.  Mr.  Cobb,  in  18C1,  Rev. 
Thomas  T.  Kiclimond,  related  throngh  his  mother  to 
"Smv.  Mr.  Tobey,  long  time  preacher  in  Berkley,  and 
who  studied  theology  with  Mr.  Cobb,  succeeded  him 
in  the  gosi>el  ministry.  He  wua  the  choice  of  his 
predcceasor  us  well  an  of  the  people,  and  tbo  wisdom 
of  their  choice  is  proved  by  the  jwrmanency  of  ihu 
jiustonil  relation,  which  continues  Ut  the  prinunt  time. 
!Mr.  Richmond's  ministerial  capacity  had  been  tested 
in  Dartmouth  and  Medfleld,  of  this  State,  Newmar- 
ket, N.  U.,  and  other  fields  of  labor,  and  1882  com- 
pleted half  a  century  since  ordination  vovrs  were  first 
BBsumed,  making  the  West  Taunton  paalor  the  ohle»t 
in  active  service  in  the  State.  The  first  wife  of  Mr. 
Richmond  was  Relief,  daughter  of  Mr.  Jesse  Smith, 
of  Tuunton.  His  present  wife  a  niece  of  Mrs.  Cobb 
and  diiiighler  of  Mr.  Ouorge  J.  ilomiT,  iiii  I'lniiieiil 
merchant  of  Boston. 

The  Trinitarian  Congregational  Church,  Broad-  i 


way,— As  tliu  [lopulaiion  in  (he  central  part  of  lli«. j 
town  incrcascci,  and  the  few  wlio  attended  the  Wut-'if 
ville  Church  grew  weary  of  tb«  long  diataoce, 
proposiiion  for  another  Congregational  Church 
PHvored,  and  Accordingly  organieed  Aug.  17, 1821, 
sisling  of  twenty>nine  mcinlxira,  of  whom  twciity-fira 
were  women.  Tbvy  cvmnienced  puhtic  worvhip  io 
the  town  hull,  moved  tbcuce  t«  the  raiirt-linuM,' 
where  they  continued  till  the  spring  of  1833, 
they  took  )H>ssca>ion  of  tbuir  new  muotiiiK-hm 
standing  nearly  op|Hwilo  the  preoent  City  Ilntvl,  and 
which  was  occupied  as  tbeir  place  of  worship  Tor 
twenty  years,  when  tliuy  ruiiioviHl  tit  the  CMliy 
church  on  Broadway. 

Their  lint  pastor  was  Rev.  Ctiestcr  Ubam.  ITe  wa 
horn  in  Weet  Uarirord,CouQ.,ia  17D8,  wu.graduat«4 
at  Yule  College  in  1820,  and  waa  a  classmate  and 
moui-niate  of  Rev.  Leonard  Bacon.  U.I).,  so  lung  of 
New  Haven.  Mr.  Isham's  setllcineiit  iu  Tauut«>ii  was 
Feb.  IS,  W2i,  and  he  died  In  Buatou,  at  tbo  hoUM 
of  Ur.  1).  It.  Wisner,  of  the  Old  South  Cfmrch,  April 
'i5,  1826,  the  day  after  bis  return  from  a  trip  to  CuIn, 
where  he  spent  the  winter,  hoping  tu  recover  bit 
health.  Not  only  Tannton,  but  New  Haven,  Iknlon, 
and  the  country  generally  mournml  the  luw>  uf  a 
young  minister  of  great  promiitc.  As  the  news 
rcucheil  Taunton,  and  the  huUn  tolleil,  there  waa 
"great  lamentation  over  him."  Hu  very  deur  friend, 
Dr.  Bncon,  preucheil  the  fnnoral  sermon,  ami  pre- 
pared tliu  inscription  on  the  stone  wliicb  i 
)ilace  of  his  burial  on  "  the  I'laiu." 

Mr.  isliaiu  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Erastua  Haltbjr, 
who  died  Wednesday,  March  28, 1888,  a  p< 
ifiit  among  the  people  of  his  Rnl  love.  Mr.  Maltby 
ivus  born  in  Norlhford,  Conn.,grudnute.l  at  Yale  CV>I- 
Icge  in  1821,  ponued  liis  ihcologicul  counu  at  An- 
doviT,   was   ordained   and  Installed    pastur  Jan.   IS, 

ma. 

"The  whole  membership  of  thecliurcli  at  the  time 
of  his  settlement,"  writes  the  compiler  of  the  Manual 
of  the  church  in  1881,  "was  seventy-one,  and  tlie 
congregation  wiui  very  small.  Bui  they  were  deier* 
minud,  and  wrought  ami  sucrillcctl  vlgoniusly.  Oiv- 
iug  up  fntin  this  lime  all  aid  IVoin  t)ie  lloate  Mioaiun* 
ary  Buciety,  by  the  divine  hieaaing  on  (be  dForia  of 
puslor  uinl  people  lliu  cliureb  grew  and  llie  inculiiig- 
liouau  filleil  np.  Sovculy-lbur  were  added  the  firat 
yciir,  uudthe  next  yeiir  the  house  wan  enlnrgi.tl  Iu 
ucconiniodiile  two  hnndrcd  more  than  formerly. 
From  thut  time  jirogreiis  was  assured.  Ten  yean 
after  the  installation  of  Mr.  Maltby  the  liouac  was 
uncomfortably  full,  and  no  pews  could  be  obtained. 
At  this  time  the  ijuestion  of  cnlonicing  came  up,  and 
in  January,  1837,  forty-four  members  were  dis- 
missed and  organized  us  the  Spring  Btreet  Church. 
This  was  the  beginning  of  the  Winslow  Church. 
Ill  165(1,  after  a  revival  whldi  added HiKly-nine  to  the 
church,  the  bouse  of  worship  again  proved  tnade- 
i|uate,  and  the  eorner-siAne  of  the  present  atone  edi- 
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fice  was  laid  Aug.  19,  1851.  The  house  was  fmislied 
in  the  ensuing  year,  and  dedicated  Sept.  29,  1852." 
In  1853  and  18G8  nicnihers  were  dismissed  to  aid  in 
constituting  churches  in  East  Taunton  and  Whit- 
ten  ton. 

"  In  1870/'  continues  the  Manual  from  which  we 
have  already  quoted,  "  after  fortyfive  years  of  ser- 
vice with  tlio  one  church  of  his  ministry,  Mr.  Maltby 
resigned  the  active  duties  of  his  pastorate.  During 
his  long  service  he  had  received  eight  hundred  and 
sixty  members  into  the  church,  and  baptized  six 
hundred  and  eighty-six  persons.  By  vote  of  the 
church  the  pastoral  relation  was  not  formally  dis- 
solvetl,  and  he  still  remained  pastor  emeritus, 

"In  1871  the  church  extended  a  call  to  Mr.  Stephen 
^I.  Newman,  a  member  of  the  graduating  class  of 
Andover  Seminary,  and  he  was  ordained  October 
17th. 

"  In  1872  a  parsonage  was  erected  on  School  Street, 
and  in  1877  some  important  alterations  and  improve- 
ments were  made  in  the  audience  room  of  the  house 
of  worship. 

"Mr.  Newman  was  dismissed  in  July,  1878,  and 
removed  to  Kipon,  Wis. 

"  After  an  interval  of  nearly  two  years.  Rev.  Her- 
man P.  De  Forest,  of  Westborough,  Mass.,  accepted 
the  call  of  the  church  and  society,  and  was  installed 
April  14,  1880. 

'*  The  whole  number  of  admisHions  to  the  church 
during  its  history  is  one  thousand  and  twenty-two.'' 

The  memory  of  some  of  the  earlier  members  of  the 
church,  who  were  chosen  its  deacons,  is  still  very 
precious, — Jezaniah  Sumner,  William  Heed,  Joseph 
Wilbar,  Richmond  Walker,  Francis  Richmond,  Ben- 
jamin C  Hatch. 

The  Winslow  Church.— The  next  church  distinc- 
tively Congregational  organized  in  Taunton  was 
named,  after  the  street  where  it  worshiped,  the 
Spring  Street  Church.  Its  membership  of  forty-four, 
with  the  exception  of  two  from  the  West  Taunton 
Church,  came  entirely  from  the  Trinitarian  Congre- 
gational Church,  whose  history  has  just  been  given. 
Its  orgnnization  wns  in  1837,  January  12th.  S.  Hop- 
kins Kmery,  who  studied  at  Amherst  and  Andover,  was 
ordained  and  installed  its  first  j)astor  Nov.  23,  1837, 
continuing  in  that  relation  until  called  to  Bedford, 
January,  1841.  Rev.  Lathrop  Taylor,  a  graduate  of 
ISliddlebnry  College  in  1839,  succeeded  him  May  16, 
1843,  an<l  resigned  in  July,  1845.  He  has  been  many 
years  a  most  siKTrsMfnl  minisUT  of  the  gospel  in  Illi- 
nois. Tlic  first  p:tstor  of  the  church  wiw  recalled  and 
reiiistalltMl  .Ian.  (i,  1847,  renniining  p:istor  until  the 
latter  part  of  1855,  when  he  left  to  take  the  pastorate 
of  the  First  Congregational  Church  in  Quincy,  111., 
where  he  remained  fourteen  years,  preaching  after- 
ward for  limited  periods  in  Chicago,  Providence, 
Bridgeport,  Conn.,  mj^j  North  Middleborough,  Mass. 
He  was  called  to  'r  ,jon  for  the  third  time,  and  is 
now  serving  as  ser*^    ^^v  and  superintendent  of  the 
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Associated  Charities  of  Taunton.  The  Spring  Street 
Church  on  leaving  its  first  place  of  worship  in  1853, 
March  23d,  for  its  new  sanctuary,  dropped  its  first 
name,  and,  in  memory  of  Governor  Edward  Winslow, 
who  in  1621  journeyed  through  the  place,  became  the 
Winslow  Church.  Rev.  Mortimer  Blake,  then  the 
minister  of  Mansfield,  was  called  to  this  church  in 
1855,  and  has  remained  its  pastor  twenty-8even*year8, 
with  the  manifest  approval  of  heaven  upon  his  labors. 

Dr.  Blake,  born  in  Pittston,  Me.,  but  early  removed 
to  Franklin,  Mass.,  graduated  from  Amherst  College 
in  1835,  and  studied  theology  with  Rev.  E.  Smalley, 
H.D.,  of  Franklin,  afterward  of  Worcester  and  Troy, 
N.  Y.  He  was  first  installed  in  Mansfield  Dec.  4, 
1839,  and  over  the  Winslow  Church  Dec.  4, 1855. 

The  membership,  at  first  but  forty-four,  has  since 
increased  to  four  hundred  and  ninety-four,  of  whom 
more  than  half  have  died  or  removed,  leaving  now 
two  hundred  and  ten  members.  The  church  build- 
ing was  enlarged  in  1872  to  accommodate  its  growing 
congregation,  and  was  repaired  and  modernized  within 
in  1882.  It  has  been  from  the  beginning  a  strong 
and  united  body,  ready  for  every  good  word  and  work. 
There  are  names  in  its  early  history  which  should 
never  be  forgotten,— ^Ros well  Ballard,  John,  William, 
and  Hodges  Reed,  Philander  W.  Dean,  and  their 
wives,  with  others  of  precious  memory.  The  present 
deacons  of  the  church  are  Edgar  H.  Reed  and  An- 
drew S.  Briggs. 

The  Congregational  Choroh'  (Trinitarian),  East 
Taunton. — This  was  the  next  church  of  this  order  in 
Taunton.  Organized  with  thirteen  members  the  16th 
of  June,  1853,  it  has  been  served  by  pastors  as  follows: 

Rev.  N.  Richardson,  who  commenced  labor  in  a 
school-house  in  the  month  of  April  prior  to  the  or- 
ganization. He  continued  with  the  church  only  one 
year,  preaching  in  a  chapel  built  by  the  Old  Colony 
Iron  Company. 

He  was  followed  by  Rev.  James  R.  Cushing,  who 
began  his  ministry  May  7, 1854,  and  closed  it  in  1861. 
A  church  edifice  was  built  and  dedicated  early  in  his 
ministry,  which,  with  some  alterations,  is  still  in  use. 

From  1861  to  1863  the  pulpit  was  supplied,  princi- 
pally by  Rev.  Mr.  Harding,  of  Boston,  without  be- 
coming a  resident  pastor. 

Rev.  G.  G.  Perkins  commenced  his  ministry  May 
5,  1863,  and  closed  it  in  May,  1866,  removing  to  the 
West. 

Rev.  Frederic  A.  Rceil,  a  native  of  Taunton,  after 
supplying  the  pulpit  three  months,  beaime  pastor 
Nov.  1,  1866,  and  so  continued  till  June,  1876. 

lie  was  followeil  by  Rev.  H.  P.  Leonard,  who 
began  his  ministry  in  September,  1876,  and  closed  it 
Aug.  31,  1879. 

Rev.  William  H.  Wolcott,  the  present  pastor,  entered 
upon  his  labors  with  the  church  Feb.  1,  1880. 


1  For  the  f«cta  In  Uiis  noUce  I  am  indebted  to  Ber.  W.  II.  Wolcott, 
present  p«ttor. 


In  June,  1801,  E.  W.  Ciiiii  and  Cynu.  CmwcII  were 
1  deai^ona,  Dencon  Oaiti  liaving  mirvcU  in  tlint 
cnpacity  from  tbe  beginning  wltliaut  fnrnini  appolnl- 
Deacon  CuHwell  died  Feb.  11.  1875.  D.  0. 
Wenlwtirtli  wiLH  chosen  to  tliat  office  Murdi  7.  1870. 
TheUnion  Congref  a  tional  (Trinitarian)  Chnrob' 
in  Taiiriliiii  was  urgiinizet!  in  ibo  yeur  I8li8.  For 
many  yeura  cUbrtfi  liuil  Wei)  made  to  ijuatain  public 
worsliip  in  Wliittentciu  and  vicinity,  the  Bajj tint  and 
UetliiHliat  donnniiiintioiis  having  Ofcupied  the  ground 
Bt  diflereut  (imes.  At  a  meeting  held  Nov.  14,  1867, 
the  Union  Society  of  Wliittenton  was  formed  Tor  the 
piaintenance  of  public  wonhip,  and  a  conalitutiui) 
waa  adopted.  At  a  meeting  of  this  society  held  Dec. 
25,  1867,  it  was  voted  to  invite  Rev.  Teaac  Dunham, 
of  WoaCport,  Mass.,  to  preach  tbe  gospel  here.  Mr. 
Dunham  accepted  the  invitation,  and  commenced  Ilia 
labors  early  the  rollnwing  yeiir,  Hnd  atepa  were  at 
once  taken  towards  tlic  regular  formation  of  a  Church 
of  CI  I  rim. 

At  a  meeting  held  March  IS,  1868,  at  the  house  of 
Charles  L.  Lovering,  Kev.  Isaac  Dunham,  chairman, 
find  0.  L.  Lovering,  scribe,  on  motion  of  Ilarncs  L. 
Burhnnk,  it  was  voted  to  adopt  a  confesision  of  faith 
and  covenant  which  bad  been  drawn  up  by  tbe  Rev. 
Mr.  Dunham.  The  substance  of  this  confession  and 
covenant  id  the  same  as  that  usually  adopted  by 
churclies  of  the  same  faith.  It  was  then  voted  to 
send  invitations  to  the  Trinitariuii  Congrcgutioiial, 
Winalow,  and  West  (Tanntou)  Churdica,  lu  Ihc 
church  in  Assonet,  and  to  the  Second  CongregatioDal 
Church  in  Dorchester,  and  also  to  the  Rev.  Iluiiry  1{. 
Hooker,  D.D.,  of  Boston,  to  assemble  in  council  here 
at  some  appointed  date  to  givu  advice,  and  to  take 
action,  if  expedient,  iu  tbe  matter  of  the  formation 
of  a  church. 

It  n-as  also  voted  that  a  committee,  consisting  of 
Rev.  I.  Dunham,  B.  L.  Burbank,  and  N.  N.  Olcason, 
be  appointed  to  issue  the  lotteni  missive,  and  to  make 
other  necessary  arrangements  for  the  formation  of  a 

The  council  called  by  these  tetters  missive  was 
convened  at  Whittenton,  Thurs<lay,  April  2.  lS<i8, 
and  consisted  of  the  individual  and  the  pastors 
and  delegates  of  the  churches  already  indicated. 
Rev.  K.  Maltby  was  chosen  moderator  of  the  council, 
and  Rev.  F.  H.  Boyuton  scribe. 

The  usual  steps  being  taken,  the  persons  desirous 
to  constitute  a  new  church,  twenty-four  in  number, 
bringing  letters  from  other  churches,  wero  consti- 
tuted an  Evangelical  Christian  Church. 

The  I'cllowship  of  the  churches  was  extended  to 
this  new  church  by  Rev.  M.  Blake,  D.D.  I'riiyer 
was  offered  by   Rev.  Dr.  Hooker,  and    Rev.  T.  T. 
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Itichmond  gave  the  cliiirgv.  Dn  the  sjimu  dtiy  an 
evening  service  wiu  held,  and  a  sermon  preAclioiI  \if 
Itev.  E.  Malll.y. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  church  hold  April  17,  1808.  I 
B.  L.  Durbank  was  chosen  deacon ;  Uav.  1.  Dunfattln,  , 
clerk  ;  and  Messrs.  Dunham,  Burbank,  and  Lovering  i 
were  chosen  to  prepare  by-laws  and  make  regulation*  i 
for  the  govunimeutoF  the  church,  which  hy-hiws  nnd 
regulations  were  duly  prepared  ;ind  acce])te(l. 

Rev.  lenac  Dunham  resigned  hid  ofBce  as  acting 
pastor  of  tlie  church  Jan.  6, 1873,  and  Rev.  H.  Mortun 
Dexter  wiu  culled  to  the  pitstorate,  his  ordination 
and  installation  taking  pUi<e  April  SO,  1873,  At  tlie 
sume  lime  ulsu  the  new  and  beautiful  h<jiue  of  wor- 
ship, at  the  corner  of  Britannia  and  Itoukluud  SCr««U, 
was  dedicalwl  with  appropriate  services. 

The  wlfuini  of  the  church,  temporally  and  spirit- 
ually, have  been  prosperous  from  the  tint.     At  ouo 
lime  twenty-four    persona  were  added,  at  another 
time  twenty-livo,and  on  another  occasion  forty -ocvei 
This  increase  was  almost  wholly  "on  confeHiloii." 

Kev.    Mr.   Dejtier    resignwl    his   office   NovMubi 
loth,  and  was  dismissed  by  council  Nov.  2fi,  1878. 

Rev.  John  W.  Bnllanliue  was  ordained  to  tlia  mil 
iatry,  and  installod  pastor  of  this  church  March   18,,^ 
1879,  and  was  dismissed  Nov.  S,  1861. 

Rev.  Edward  N.  Pomeroy  was  inviti 
cliurch  as  acting  pastor  for  six  months,  c 
Jan.  1,  1882,  at  the  expiration  of  which  tim 
cepted  an  invitation  to  the  pastorale,  and  wua  in* 
stalled  Oct.  18,  1882. 

William  Holmes  was  cicclcil  deacmt  Nov.  Iti.  i87S, 
and  Elijah  TolmuD,  Nov.  28, 1876.  The  ulerk*  nf  Uis  J 
church  have  been  Rev.  Isaac  Dunham,  Ilov.  Morton 
Di-Ktcr,  Rev.  John  W.  llallantine,  and  Frank  L.  Fioh. 
Samuel  W,  Qriniea  has  liceu  the  clerk  of  Ibe  society. 
Charles  L.  Luveriug  bos  been  Ihe  superintendent  of 
the  Sunday-school. 

The  whole  number  of  names  upon  the  church  rolls 
is  (Jan.  1,  188S)  two  iiuudrc<l  and  thirty-seven. 
The  actual  meuibership  is  one  humlrcd  and  eighty- 
Ave.  The  membership  of  the  Suuday-school  is  two 
hnndreil  and  twenty-rivo.  The  number  uf  ramilivt 
connected  with  the  congregaljon  is  one  hundred  utid 
lifty. 

We  have  alluded  to  the  separate  meetings  set  up  in 
the  new  towns  set  on'  from  Tauulon  in  1711,  1712, 
17^,  1731,  1735,  and  1736,  hut  tlicso  were  all  of  the 
Congregational  order.  Other  forms  of  polity  and 
faith  found  favor  with  the  people  in  due  time,  uud  In 
dilfcront  parts  uf  Taunton  other  denominations  of 
Christians  became  known.  Some  of  these  have  dis- 
appeared and  their  history  is  all  iu  the  past.  Early 
as  172(1,  Rev.  Mr.  Danfortli,  iu  a  letter  In  Cotton 
Mather  and  other  Boston  ministers,  alludes  to  a  uieel- 
ing  distinct  from  his  own  "  iii  n  corner"  of  his  parish. 
This  was  a  meeting  of  a  Society  of  Friends,  which 
has  uot  existed  for  inany  years.    The  Sandemauiaua 
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had  a  meeting  in  1785,  of  whom  Mr.  Daniel  Brewer 
was  a  leading  member.    This  has  long  ceased  to 

CXlRt. 

A  Siz-Prinoiple  Baptist  Church  was  organized  in 
1789,  holding  their  meetings  first  in  North  Rehoboth, 
and  aflerwardn  in  West  Taunton,  to  which  Rev. 
Joseph  us  W.  Horton  preached  a  considerable  length 
of  time.  But  this  church  and  their  meetings  have 
come  to  an  end. 

So  also  in  the  present  century  the  Christian  Bap- 
tists built  a  church  and  worshiped  many  years  on 
Trcscott  Street,  but  the  organization  no  longer  ex- 
ists, although  their  place  of  worship  remains  the 
property  of  Mr.  O.  S.  Wilbur. 

The  Freo-Will  BaptisU  for  some  years  struggled  to 
sustain  a  meeting  in  their  new  church  at  the  corner 
of  Weir  Street  and  Somerset  Avenue,  but  relin- 
quished the  field  to  the  Methodists. 

The  St.  Thomas'  Protestant  Episcopal  Church. 

— Fortunately  the  foundation  laid  in  about  1700  by 
Capt.  Thomas  Coram  for  a  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church  was  for  many  generations.  Coram  had  a 
ship-yard  in  South  Dighton.  Things  did  not  go  to 
suit  him  in  this  new  land,  and  he  returned  to  the 
mother-country,  founding  in  1739  in  the  city  of  Lon- 
don a  hospital  "  for  the  maintenance  and  education 
of  expoHCfl  and  deserted  young  children."  Nor  did 
he  forget  New  England.  Iteforc  he  left  it  ho  "  em- 
ploy chI  Mr.  Attorney -General  Newton,  of  Boston,  to 
prepare  amply  strong  and  in  due  form"  a  deed 
making  over  certain  lands  to  the  inhabitants  of  Taun- 
ton should  they  ever  become  "sufficiently  civilized  to 
want  a  Church  of  England  built  among  them."  That 
time  came  at  length,  and  even  in  Coram's  lifetime, 
nnd  he  forwnrded  to  the  church  from  Englaiifl  a 
library  gathered  from  vnrious  sources,  a  portion  of 
which  is  still  preserved,  including  a  "  Book  of  Com- 
mon Prayer,  given  by  the  Right  Honorable  Arthur 
Onslow,  Esq.,  Speaker  of  the  Hon.  House  of  Com- 
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The  original  church  building  of  this  parish  was  on 
the  glebe,  in  Oakland,  West  Taunton.  It  is  remem- 
bered to  have  been  there  till  1815,  when  it  was  blown 
down  in  the  September  gale  of  that  year  and  never 
rebuilt.  The  sacred  inclosure,  where  lie  the  buried 
dead,  marks  the  spot  which  should  be  held  dear  by 
the  flourishing  St.  Thomas*  Church,  who  now  worship 
in  a  costly  stone  edifice  elsewhere.  The  glebe  was 
conveyed  to  the  wardens  of  the  church  and  their  as- 
soci:ili*s  by  dretl  bearing  dnto  March  10,  1743.  It 
was  pnrchnsefl  by  subscription  **  for  the  s<ilc  benefit 
nnd  profit  of  the  Rector,  fi»r  the  time  being,  of  St. 
Thomas,  standing  near  Thrce-Mile  River,  in  Taun- 
ton." 'J'he  subscribers  to  the  glebe  were  twenty-six, 
to  the  amount  of  £528  lOs.  Thomas  Cobb  was  the 
largest  donor,  his  sul>scription  amounting  to  £120. 
Rev.  .Tohn  Lyon  was  (he '^  first  resident  minister." 
Then^  were  ocerwioniil  supplies,  of  whom  Rev.  John 
Graves  is  mentioned.    ]yj     Lyon^s  first  recorded  bap- 


tism was  in  1765,  but  he  may  have  begun  labor 
earlier.  The  people  paid  him'  his  salary  "  to  his 
good  acceptance"  we  are  told,  an  example  of  prompt- 
ness which  was  needed  in  those  times. 

The  record  of  this  ministry  as  given  by  Rev.  Mr. 
Bent,  in  a  historical  discourse,  reads  well, — "  A  most 
estimable  man  and  exemplary  minister  of  Christ." 
He  was  mindful  of  the  good  morals  of  the  community, 
distributing  copies  of  a  tract,  entitled  "  Admonition 
to  the  Drinkers  of  Spirituous  Liquors."  He  left  some 
time  1>efore  the  Revolution  and  went  Stmth,  where 
he  died.  His  successor  was  Rev.  William  W. 
Wheeler,  whose  first  recorded  baptism  was  in  1786. 
He  preached  in  other  towns  as  well  as  Taunton, — 
"  an  estimable  man  and  an  intelligent  divine,"  but 
crippled  in  his  ministry  by  political  causes,  and  at 
length  removed  to  Scituate,  where  he  preached,  and 
died  in  1810.  The  St.  Thomas  Parish  had  no  resident 
rector  from  1798  to  1829,  when  Rev.  John  West,  a  na- 
tive of  Boston  and  a  graduate  of  Cambridge  in  1813, 
commenced  labor  with  good  success.  His  successors 
have  been  Rev.  Messrs.  Henry  Blackaller,  Samuel 
Hazzard,  Edmund  Neville,  N.  T.  Bent,  Theodore  W. 
Snow,  Edward  Anthon,  Edmund  Neville,  once  more, 
Thomas  H.  Vaill,  Robert  C.  Rogers,  and  the  present 
rector,  Charles  H.  Learoyd,  who  entered  upon  his 
rectorship  April  1, 1872. 

One  member,  and  the  last  of  the  committee,  ap- 
pointed in  1828  "  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
establishing  Episcopal  worship  in  this  town,"  has 
just  passed  away  (Feb.  10, 1888),  the  Hon.  Samuel 
L.  Crocker.  He  and  his  brother  William  were 
largely  instrumental  in  the  reviving  of  the  Epis- 
copal Church,  which  had  slumbered  since  the  pres- 
ent century  came  in,  and  it  was  through  their  infiu- 
cncc  a  church  building  was  erected,  at  a  cost  of 
seven  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  and  conse- 
crated in  June,  1829.  "  Marcus  Morton  and  Fran- 
cis Baylies  were  wardens  of  the  parish,"  writes  Rev. 
Mr.  Learoyd  in  his  *'  parochial  history,  embodied  in 
a  sermon  preached  the  Sunday  after  Christmas,  Dec. 
28,  1879,"  and  quoting  from  an  earlier  historical  ser- 
mon by  Rev.  Mr.  Bent,  "then  rector,  delivered  on 
Easter  day,  1844." 

It  was  during  Mr.  Snow's  rectorship  that,  at  the 
suggestion  of  Mr.  Edmund  Baylies,  who  promised 
one  thousand  dollars,  a  rectory  was  built  on  Harri- 
son Street;  also  more  than  thirty  thousand  dollars 
were  subscribed  toward  a  new  church,  which  was 
not  completed,  however,  till  March  3,  1850,  when  its 
conse<:ration  took  place  during  the  rectorship  of  Rev. 
Mr.  Vaill.  When  Dr.  Vaill  was  called  to  the  ofiice 
of  a  bishop  elsewhere,  he  records  as  the  result  of  his 
ministry  of  Rye  years  and  nine  months  in  Taunton, 
the  baptism  of  one  hundred  and  forty-six  infants, 
thirty  adults,  and  the  confirmation  of  one  hundred 
and  seventeen.  The  number  of  communicants  on 
the  register  were  two  hundred  and  seventy-five. 

In  1871,  Christmas  eve,  a  chapel  and  annex  of  the 
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churcli,  which  had  been  built  lit  a  uiwt  of  ttdnea 
tbousiind  dollar?,  wus  opened  with  apiiroprinte  sor- 
vicea.  In  1873,  during  the  rectorship  of  Rev.  Mr. 
Learoyd,  the  church,  which  bad  been  renovated  and 
decoruted  at  an  expense  of  eleven  thousand  live  hun- 
dred dollars,  was  reu|)e>ied.  the  hiahop  of  the  dioceso, 
with  muny  of  the  clergy,  being  present. 

The  St.  John's  Protestant  Episcopal  Churoh.— 
"  As  early  lu  18G3,"  writes  lUv.  Mr.  Learoyd, "  church 
aervicea  began  to  be  iniiiiitaiued  nt  Hopewell  by  a  lay 
reader,  and  a  Sundiiy-school  was  gathered  of  about 
Bhy.  This  movement  resulted  in  the  TormaUou  of 
the  pariah  of  St.  John's,  and  in  bulldiu);  the  fine 
church  it  now  occupies.  The  money  for  thal'pur- 
pose,  nbout  twenty-five  thousand  dollarH,  was  cuntrt- 
buted  within  thU  city  with  the  exci'|itiiiii  of  about 
tliree  thousand  dollars."  For  the  following  facts  I 
am  indebted  to  Mr.  Henry  M.  Lovering; 

The  parish  wuh  orgutiined  December,  1SG6.  Rev. 
George  D.  Mili:s  was  elected  firal  rector  January, 
18(i7, 

The  corner-atone  of  the  church  was  laid  by  Bishop 
Vaill  Monday,  Nov.  9,  1868,  uud  it  was  cunseerateil 
June  19,  1873. 

Rev.  Mr.  Milea  resigned  July,  1873.  Rev.  Lnuia 
De  Cormls  was  rector  from  July,  1873,  to  June,  1876. 
Rev.  Edward  H.  True  was  rector  from  July,  1875,  to 
Feb.  19,  1877.  Rev.  S.  S.  Si-air  was  rector  from  July, 
1877,  to  July,  ISSI.  Rev.  Francia Mansfield,  the  pres- 
ent rector,  commenced  his  labors  April  2,  1882. 

The  parish  occupies  &  growing  part  of  the  city,  and 
has  grcjit  prumiso  of  usefulnciw. 

The  Free-Will  Baptist  Church,  Horth  Tanston. 
—Fur  the  notice  of  this  church  I  tim  largely  indebted 
to  the  faithful  researches  of  Rev.  Mr.  Toier,  the  prea- 

There  were  a  few  Baptists  iu  that  part  of  Taunton 
as  early  as  1747,  according  tothostatement  of  Itacku.s 
in  his  history  of  lliut  denomination.  Mr.  Jeremiah 
liasHctt  obtained  pcrmiasion  from  the  church  in  the 
nor  til  ouK  tern  part  of  Iteliubutli,  lo  which  Kldcr  Kich- 
ard  Round  ministered,  "  to  hold  worship  on  the  Lord's 
day  Id  his  own  house."  This  house  won  situated 
about  thirty  rods  east  of  the  junction  of  Ituy  ami 
P'ield  Streets,  on  the  latter  street.  Here,  therefore 
the  first  slated  preaching  of  the  gospel  in  North  Taun 
ton  was  established,  and  the  few  believers  uf  the  plsci 
were,  fls  in  primitive  times,  a  "church  in  his  hou.tc.' 
This  Mr.  Bassettwas  u  son  of  Joseph,  the  son  of  Wil- 
liam Bassett,  who  cume  over  in  the  brig  "Fortune" 
soon  after  tlic  first  landing  of  the  pilgrims,  Jeremiah 
had  a  son  bearing  the  same  name,  who  became  influ- 
ential in  the  church  and  occosioDally  preached.  The 
descendants  are  nuuieroua  in  this  region. 

The  little  company  to  whom  Mr.  Bassett  ministered 
were  so  prospered  that  In  1767  they  bnilt  a  mL>eting- 
housu  on  the  corner  of  what  are  now  liny  and  Field 
Streets,  which  renmincd  until  1887,  w lien  it  was  re- 
moved to  [lie  Weir,  aod  became  u  warehouse,  at  pres- 


ent occupied  by   the  Mesnn.  Church,     lit   ITItD,  tiM  1 
proposition  oamo  I'roai  the  Baptists  of  Morlou,  who   ] 
hod  no  meeting-house  and  had  assembled  ii 
buuses  for  their  meetings  ever  since  they  lell  llov.  Ur. 
Avery's  church,  as  Separatists  or  New  Lights,  ii)  1747, 
to  unite  and   form    one  society.    The    proposition 
pleased  the  Baptists  of  Taunton.     Hence  the  union 
look  place  and  tbey  agreed  in  culling  to  the  pastoral 
work,  the  cure  and  oversight  of  the  cburidi,  Rc».  J 
William  Nelson,  who  married  tlie  daughter  of  Kev.  V 
Iiwoc  Hactus,  pastor  of  a  church  iu  ilmt  luirl  of  Mi^  ' 
diebnrough  called  Titicut,  who  had  ullen  prcncheil  in 
Norlim  and  Taunton,  and   was  inHuentiul   with   the 
people.    Mr.  NuUon  was  one  uf  three  hrolliers,  all 
l>rcnchera.     He  wiis  a  graduate  of  what  is  now  Brown 
University,  a  man   of  good    learning  and   excellent 
Christian  character,    lie  was  ordained   by  couucil 
Nov.   12,  1772,  his  father-in-law,  Mr.  Backus,  giving 
the  charge,  and  Elder  Kbeneser  Hinds  preucbing  the 
sermon.     His  pastorate  continued  more  than  tliirtcea 
years,  snd  was  much  blessed.     Discipline  was  fHtth- 
fully  administered,  and  great  care  taken  to  preserve 
the  purity  of  the  church.     Two  deacons  were  chosen 
iu  Mr.  Nelson's  lime,  Ehunezer  Burt  and  Juel  Itriggs, 
the  last  of  whom  afterward  became  pastor  of  a  church 
in  Braintree. 

The  health  of  Rev.  William  Nelson  failing  in  1785, 
his  brother  EboneKcr  wus  called  l^i  the  posltiratu,  but 
he  was  nut  InaUlled  tilt  1790,  when  Elder  Backus 
was  again  present  with  other  ministers,  Und  acted  as 
moderator.  This  {)Bstonitc  continued  to  March  IU, 
17%,  and,  like  that  of  liis  brother,  pnivuil  one  of 
[iruflt  to  tlie  iieople.  But  for  some  years  aflarwKnU 
the  church  was  in  a  low  aliito  and  was  witlioul  stated 
preaching.  In  1805  tivodeacons  were  chosen,  Timothy 
Briggs  and  Noah  Clapp. 

Aiiout  this  time  Rev.  Zephaniah  S.  Crossman  was 
among  thcui,  who,  alUr  preaching  with  n  good  deal 
iif  zeal  and  apparent  succuiw,dn>w  oil' more  than  forty 
iif  the  muniburs  to  aseparatu  meeting,  which  wiwcon- 
Liuncd  two  years.  And  now  again  there  was  m>:<tutc*l 
preaching  nor  settled  aiiniitry  for  some  years,  but  oc- 
casional supplies,  luiiong  whom  Rev.  Silas  Hall  nnd 
Ur.  ^hubael  l.ovell  are  mentioned.  It  wiw  through 
the  last  named,  as  acting  pastor,  the  reijucal  uf  seven 
incmbura  was  presented,  in  May,  1819,  to  be  dismissed 
to  form  a  part  ol'a  new  church  at  the  centre  ofTuun- 
ton.  These  were  William  Stall,  Elias  Tarry,  Abia- 
ihar  I'liillips,  Mary  Johnson,  Uhodu  Qudlrey,  Nancy 
mail,  Mary  Hall. 

In  1822  an  element  which  had  been  at  work  many 
years  took  an  oi^auized  form,  und  was  known  as  the 
Free-Will  Baptists,  occupying  the  meeting-house  al- 
ternate Sabbaths  with  the  CuWiuist  branch,  which  in 
1835  removed  to  Norton  iind  built  a  church,  under  the 
leadership  of  Itev.  Henry  C  Coombs.  The  (lustor 
of  the  portion  which  remained  in  Taunton  was  Ituv. 
Reuben  Allen,  who  was  succeeded  iu  1832  by  Itev. 
Juuies  F.  Mowry,  rcinaioiog  six  yours.      He  was 
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followed  April  7,  1838,  by  Elder  Folsoiii,  remaining 
till  1840.  Then  came  Elder  Thomas  Brown  in  1841, 
continning  till  1845,  highly  estecmefl  by  the  people. 
Rev.  T.  H.  Bacheider  was  his  snccessor,  remaining 
nine  years,  and  was  much  beloved.  He  closed  his 
labors  in  April,  1855.  llev.  S.  D.  Church  was  the 
next  pastor,  remaining  six  years,  and  meeting  with 
good  success.  He  resigned  in  1861,  followed  by  Rev. 
George  G.  Hill,  who  remained  till  18G6.  Rev.  George 
W.  Richardson  was  pastor  from  1868  to  1873.  Rev. 
J.  N.  Rich  and  Rev.  George  II.  Chappell  followed, 
the  former  for  two,  and  the  latter  for  one  year.  May 
13,  1876,  Rev.  8.  D.  Church  returned  to  the  church, 
remaining  till  1881,  when  the  pastorate  was  assumed 
by  Rev.  H.  II.  To7.or,  who  still  remains,  and  has  fur- 
nishcMl  the  writer  with  many  ni'  the  preceding  facts. 

The  Calvinist  Baptist  Church,  Winthrop 
Street. — This  church  at  its  organization,  June  16, 
1819,  was  called  the  "Second  Baptist  Church  in 
Tauntt>n,"  recognising  the  existence  of  the  earlier 
church  in  ^Jorth  Taunton,  whose  history  has  just 
been  given.  Seven  of  its  original  sixteen  members 
came  from  that  church.  Previous  to  this  time  meet- 
ings had  been  held  with  the  occasional  help  of  min- 
isters from  abroad,  of  whom  Elders  William  Barton, 
William  Bentley,  Shubael  Lovell  are  particularly 
mentioned.  The  lay  brethren  who  encouraged  their 
coming  were  William  Stall,  James  Olney,  Elias  Parry, 
Thomas  C.  I^rown,  Abiathar  Philli|)8,  and  Abiathar 
Hall.  The  meetings  were  held  "in  private  dwell- 
ings, school-houses,  and  sometimes  in  the  town  hall." 
They  resulted  in  the  calling  of  a  council  for  the  re- 
cognition of  the  (^hurch  as  above  stated,  of  which 
Rev.  Dr.  Stephen  Gano,  of  Providence,  was  modera- 
tor, and  Rev.  David  Benedict,  of  l^aw tucket,  was 
scribe.  The  church  leased  and  occupied  Armory 
Hall  for  most  of  the  time  till  their  first  house  of  wor- 
ship was  built  on  High  Street,  near  the  corner  of 
Weir  Street,  in  1824.  "Prayer  and  conference  meet- 
ings were  maintained,  and  occasional  preaching  as 
miiiistenng  brethren  came  along."  It  was  not  till 
1825  a  stated  supply  was  enjoyed, — the  ministrations 
of  C^ileb  Benson,  a  licensed  i)reacher.  The  first  pas- 
tor wax  Rov.  Silas  Hall.  The  date  of  his  acceptance, 
Nov.  21,  1826.  The  date  of  his  dismission,  March  10, 
1830.  There  was  a  net  increase  of  eighteen  during 
his  ministry.  There  had  been  seasons  of  spiritual 
refreshing  in  1822  and  1826.  Rev.  Benjamin  C.  Graf- 
ton, the  second  pHstor,  received  his  call  June  7,  1831, 
and  romniiicd  until  May  26,  1834.  Eleven  members 
were  nddnl  during  his  ministry,  and  the  church  re- 
moved from  High  Street  to  a  new  and  "more  com- 
modious edifice,  sixty-live  by  forty-four  feet,  on  Mar- 
ket, now  Winthrop  Street.  This  meeting-house  was 
deilicated  Oct.  10,  -1832,  and  for  the  following  thirty- 
three  years  was  the  Sabbath  home  of  the  church  and 
congregation  and  the  spiritual  birthplace  of  many 
souls." 

The  third  pastor  was  Rev.  William  G.  Trask.    He 


was  called  to  this  office  June  30,  1884,  and  ordained 
August  27th  of  the  same  year.  "  The  settlement  of 
this  devoted  young  minister,"  remarks  Rev.  Andrew 
Pollard,  D.D.,  in  a  "historical  sketch"  of  the  church 
from  which  I  have  already  quoted,  "opened  a  new 
era  in  the  history  of  the  church.  His  hearty  conse- 
cration to  his  work,  his  meek  and  gentle  spirit,  his 
sound  discretion,  and  his  earnest  labors  for  the  spir- 
itual welfare  of  his  people  won  their  love  and  confi- 
••dence.  And  though  his  earthly  labors  were  limited 
to  the  short  period  of  two  years,  his  influence  was 
eminently  favorable  to  religious  prosperity,  and  his 
memory  is  still  fragrant  and  blessed.  There  were 
added  to  the  church  under  his  ministry  thirty-seven 
members." 

llev.  Henry  Clark,  the  fourth  pastor,  was  installed 
Dec.  29,  1836,  and  continued  his  official  labors  till 
'June  30, 1839.    During  this  pastorate  forty-eight  were 
added  to  the  church. 

Rev.  John  F.  Burbank,  the  fifth  pastor,  remained 
less  than  a  year  in  1841. 

The  sixth  pastor,  Rev.  James  F.  Wilcox,  was  in- 
stalled Dec.  21,  1842,  continuing  in  that  relation  till 
Nov.  27,  1848,  nearly  six  years.  In  1846  the  parson- 
age on  Winthrop  Street,  nearly  opposite  the  church, 
was  provided,  largely  through  the  liberal  contribu- 
tion of  Mr.  Albert  Field,  and  in  1847  the  meeting- 
house was  enlarged  and  otherwise  improved. 

The  seventh  pastor.  Rev.  Andrew  Pollard,  D.D.,  was 
installed  Oct.  24, 1849.  During  the  first  year  of  his 
pastorate  fifty-four  were  added  to  the  membership. 
In  1868  there  was  a  powerful  work  of  grace,  which 
greatly  quickened  and  strengthened  the  church. 
More  than  one  hundred  were  added  to  its  number. 
The  large  increase  in  1862  suggested  the  need  of  a 
new  church  building,  which  was  begun  that  year,  and 
was  dedicated  Oct.  10,  1866,  just  thirty-three  years 
from  the  dedication  of  the  old  house.  It  was  built 
of  brick  and  freestone,  in  the  early  English  style  of 
architecture,  one  hundred  and  fifteen  feet  long  by 
sixty-four  wide,  of  fine  proportions,  beautiful  finish, 
a  credit  to  the  denomination  and  an  ornament  to  the 
city.  In  1866,  sixteen  years  after  his  settlement,  Dr. 
Pollard  reported  two  hundred  and  eighty-four  addi- 
tions to  the  church  as  the  fruit  of  his  ministry,  with 
a  present  membership  of  three  hundred  and  sixteen. 
The  deacons  of  his  church  were  Ebenezer  Staples, 
Edward  Wilcox,  Calvin  Woodward,  Anson  J.  Barker, 
Ivcmuel  L.  White. 

Dr.  Pollanrs  was  a  long  and  useful  pastorate  of 
more  than  twenty-two  years.  His  connection  with 
the  church  and  society  closed  Dec.  31,  1871.  He  re- 
signed to  accept  a  call  to  the  Fourth  Street  Baptist 
Church,  South  Boston,  where  he  remained  until  he 
entered  upon  a  secretar3'ship  in  denominational  work, 
for  which  he  was  eminently,  fitted  by  his  exact  method 
and  unusual  executive  ability,  a  position  which  he 
still  fills. 

He  was  succeeded  in  Taunton  by  Rev.  Joseph  C. 
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Wightman,  the  eiRlilb  pwtor,  April  1, 1873,  ii  tntta  of 
floe  scholarship  and  eminent  pulpit  talcnl*,  who 
served  (he  [leopte  ruithriilly  and  well  until  Aug.  IS, 
1882,  when  lie  wua  irivitetl  to  reliiuiuish  the  pUKUirul 
office  for  a  public  truat,  that  iif  proiiaring  a  new  vi-r- 
sioo  iif  the  Bcripturen,  for  which,  a(  ail  utiicr  men  in 
the  (lenoin  I  nation,  he  wna  regurili-d  Ileal  qunlilicil. 
But  other  service  awaited  him.  He  had  a  call  to  go 
up  higher.  While  liia  Tiimily  wore  on  thi'lr  way  In 
Europe,  and  berurc  he  had  eDttTed  on  liin  work  iu  ■ 
New  York,  the  news  reached  Taunton  that  Rev.  Bfr. 
Wighlman  had  hreallied  liia  Iftst  at  Tiverton.  Il  waa 
n  sorrowAil  aaacmlily  wlhch  fliled  the  Winthrop 
Street  Bapiiat  Clinrch,  one  samniur  day  iti  Aiiguat, 
1882,  when  one  mini.tler  after  anntlivr  bore  tctitimuny 
to  the  wcirtli  of  the  departed,  and  with  "  much  lamen- 
tation devout  men  took  hlin  up  and  buried  him." 

In  December,  1882,  the  church  and  people  with 
great  unanimity  cnlleil  to  the  pastorate  Itcv.  JiMeph 
Kennard  Wilson,  of  Now  London,  Conn.,  who  lian 
entered  on  hia  work  with  great  promise  of  success. 

The  Vniversalist  Church,  corner  of  Spring  and 
Hig^h  Streets.— Rev.  Mr.  Quinby,  in  a  historical 
Hcniion  in  D^.'^I,  cx[>reiuca  the  opinion  that  the  way 
was  prepared  for  aui;h  a  church  by  the  preaching  of 
"  the  venerable  Murray"  some  sixty  years  before,  and 
Rev.  John  Foster,  a  minister  in  Taunlon  nt  the  be- 
ginning of  the  century,  is  credited  with  those  views. 
The  religious  suciety  was  incorporated,  with  Charles 
Fonter  and  twenty-one  others  ns  sul)scrilicra,  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1825.  Their  first  settled  minister  waa  Kev. 
John  1).  Dods,  who  remained  with  them  from  18111  to 
1835.  He  organized  a  church  of  tJiirty  meinben  iu 
1832.  Dr.  Alfred  iiaylies,  a  lending  physician  of 
Taunton,  was  a  prominent  member  of  the  suciety, 
serving  as  its  clerk.  They  worshiped  in  the  old  meet- 
ing-house of  tlie  town  ;  removed  from  the  "  Church 
Oreen"  in  1831  to  a  spot  on  Spring  Street.  After  the 
resignation  of  Mr.  Dods,  in  1835,  preaching  services 
were  suspended  until  183!),  when  the  society  was  re- 
organized with  many  new  members,  and  Itcv.  William 
Fiahbough  waa  called  to  the  pastorate.  Religious 
services  were  held  in  halls  hired  for  the  purpose, 
when  in  IS42  the  parish  built,  on  the  corner  of 
Spring  and  High  Streels,  a  church  which  they  occu- 
pied for  nearly  forty  years.  On  the  removal  of  Rev. 
Mr.  FiHhbough  in  1844,  Rev.  W.  R.  S.  Mellen  entered 
on  a  brief  pastorate.  He  was  followed  by  Rev.  George 
W.  Qninby,  of  Suco,  Me.,  who  remained  IVom  Octo- 
ber, 184(1,  to  November,  1851.  He  waa  called  to  Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio,  but  afterwards  returned  to  bis  native 
State,  and  is  conducting  a  denominational  paper  in 
Augusta,  Me,,  influential  in  that  part  of  New  Eng- 
land, Rev.  J.  B.  Brown  waa  his  aucceasor  in  Taun- 
tnn,  who  died  in  the  pasti)ra1  otKee,  abounding  in 
labors  which  endeared  him  to  the  |ieo|ite,  lie  wiu 
followed  by  Rev.  Mcs.'tn.  James  1'].  Ilrucc,  U.  M. 
Fiskc,  and  Charles  Mellen,  the  liist  named,  lilie  his 
predecessor,  Broivn,  dying  in  his  Taunton  pastorate, 


to  the  great  grief  of  the  church,  and  his  grnva  is 
Mount  Pleasant  Cemetery.  Ho  wnn  fullowed  by  Ror.' 
Messrs.  F.verett  I,..  Conger  and  Ruwcll  P.  Aiii)>l«r. 
It  was  during  Ur.  Ambler's  uiinwlry  lliul  Uiu  ctiurob 
edJBce  of  1842  was  taken  down  and  on  the  wune  spot' 
n  new  building  ereetetl,  attractive  and  plenaant.  Mt, 
Ambler  is  now  in  Medfonl,  with  the  church  of  whidi 
he  was  formerly  pastor,  and  theTMUiiIori  )>eople  nrti 
nnileil  in  Rev.  Alpheua  H.  Ilcrvcy,  who  oime  lillherl 
from  Troy.  N,  Y.,  in  Sei-lember,  1871). 

The  First  Hethodist  Epiioopal  Charoh,  TanntoiL 
— This  church  was  organiied  in  that  part  of  Tauntan 
culled  tlie  Weir  in  1830,  and  haa  been  served  In  nc- 
conlunce  with  the  system  of  iiincmiiey  by  iiiiiny  miii- 
ialen.  Their  names,  ns  f  liavo  learned  ihfiiii.an:  Ituv. 
Messrs.  S.W.  Coggshall,  B.  It.  ItradfurtI,  iHSwURnU-*, 
J.  D.  llutler,  D.  Webb..l.  Parkinson,  William  LivcMsy, 
J,  M.  Worcester,  Paul  Townsend,  8.  C,  Dniwn,  Qeurge 
M. Carpenter,  Sanford  llcnton,  Henry  ItayliM.Ohnrliss 
Nason,  J.  T.  ICenton,  N.  P.  Philbruok,  J.  D.  King, 
Charles  H.  Titus,  L.  !).  Hates,  Oharlu<9  Young,  Angelo 
Canoll,  E,  McChcsney,  H.  A.  Cleveland,  and  O.  W. 
Oalloghcr,  the  present  incumbent. 

Tliis  church,  for  more  than  half  a  century,  has 
lived  and  wrought  a  good  work  under  the  leadership 
of  these  twenty-lour  pastors  and  tenctiers  in  that  jiart 
of  the  city  called  the  Weir.  Other  denominatinna 
of  Christians  in  their  vicinity  have  cn-operated 
them  in  a  friendly  spirit,  and  a  strong,  vignrom 
cliureb  haa  lieoii  built  up,  one  iif  the  largest  am 
inllucMlial  in  the  denomination.  Its  prtwiil 
bearers  arc  William  il.  Merrill,  Henry  F.<l»hh,  JituA 
Hurt,  liCmuel  T.  Talbot,  Sitmue)  Uillur,  timrgu  W^ 
Harrows,  Abel  W.  Parker,  William  N.  Parker,  Ohiirlu 
H,  Lincoln,  Luther  Ji.  West.  William  F,  Walker, 
Zenoe  Knapp,  Abram  Simmons,  Job  C.  Chuce,  Rich- 
ard L.  Hewitt,  John  P.  Crane. 

The  Central  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Co- 
hannet  Street,  organized  in  1853.  lis  minislei-s  have 
been  Rev.  Mcssru.  William  II.  Bteisun,  O.  H.  Titus, 
A.  C,  Atwater,  S.  F,  Uphnm,  J.  A.  M.  Chapman,  J. 
Mather,  J,  Howaon,  R,  H.  Hattleld,  F.  Upham,  J.  W. 
Willett,  H.  D.  Robinson,  A,  Andeiwin.  A.  P.  Palmer, 
U.  II.  Fernald,  J.  F,  Hawkins,  and  l^lwurtl  Bilson. 
the  present  incumbent. 

This  church  waa  demanded  by  communicants  nbo 
could  not  visit  the  Weir,  and  finds  in  tlie  dense  popu- 
bitiou  around  it  an  important  field  for  useful  labor, 
lis  present  ol lice-bearers  are  J.  U.  Liucomb,  William 
Ilutchiuton,  Ezra  Hamlen,  J.  H.  Codding,  E.  II.  El- 
dridge,  J.  W.  Thuyer,  Otis  L.  Baker,  J.  F.  Park,  A. 
S.  Round,  James  Hallley,  O.  H.  Thayer,  L.  E.  Dick- 
erman,  G.  H.  Park,  Thomas  Lawrence,  John  Law- 
rence, George  K  Duubnr,  W.  H.  Wailt,  F.  II.  Mietl, 
Leonard  Luce,  B.  O.  Shernmn. 

The  Grace  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  corner 
of  Weir  Street  and  Somerset  Avenue,  organi/id  in 
1K74,  Ua  minisU'rs  have  Ik'uii  Rev.  Messrs.  William 
T.  Wonh,  Samuel  J.  Carroll,  jind  Edwin  D.  Hall,  the 
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prcKent  incumbent.  With  active  and  cflicicnt  work 
thiRchnrch  linaprown  iuhI  proHi>cre«l,  recently  paying 
off  a  large  indebted nenn,  and  with  better  promise  of 
pernuinency  than  ever  before.  Its  present  ofTice-bear- 
er«  arc  Israel  Allen,  Asa  N.  Dyer,  John  L.  Merigold, 
Edward  F.  Anthony,  Joshua  Parsons,  H.  M.  H.  Tay- 
lor, Jonathan  J.  Stanley,  William  II.  Field,  William 
H.  Phillips,  J.  F.  Montgomery,  l*eleg  H.  Hart,  Addi- 
son Taylor,  iSamuel  0.  Hicks,  Ira  W.  Maxham,  Sam- 
uel T.  Turpin,  Henry  L.  Babbitt. 

Its  brick  church  building  was  first  occupied  by  a 
Free  Ihiptist  Church,  which  has  ceased  to  exist  as  a 
separate  organization.  Its  pitstor,  Ilev.  Mr.  McKeown, 
served  it  faithfully  for  several  years. 

The  Advent  Christian  Church.— It  is  but  recently 
this  rhnrcli  has  been  organized  (in  1880),  and  its  only 
resident  minister  has  been  Ilev.  A.  W.  Sibley,  who  is 
now  preaching  elsewhere.  Their  Sabbath  and  week- 
day services  are  held  in  Cedar  Street  Chapel,  and 
their  supplier  of  preaching  are  from  abroad. 

The  Roman  Catholic  Church.— The  parishes  of 
this  church  in  Taunton  belong,  as  do  some  others  in 
Massachusetts,  to  the  diocese  of  Providence,  of  which 
the  Right  llcv.  Thomas  Francis  Hendricken,  D.D.,  is 
bishop. 

The  first  occasion  of  divine  service  according  to  the 
ritual  of  the  Catholic  Church  of  which  wo  hear  in 
Tauntcm  was  that  at  which  the  Uev.  Father  Woodley 
ofliciated  in  1827.  There  was,  however,  no  perma- 
nent pastor  until  some  time  in  1830,  when  the  Rev. 
John  Curry  celebrate<l  mass  in  a  private  house,  and 
about  fifleen  heads  of  families,  mostly  of  persons  em- 
ployed in  the  Taunton  Print- Works,  assisted.  After 
this  service  a  subscription  was  begun  looking  towards 
the  purchase  of  ground  and  the  erection  of  a  church. 
So  well  did  the  collections  succeed  that  before  the  close 
of  1831  a  lot  near  the  intersection  of  Washington 
Street  and  Broadway,  adequate  for  a  church  and 
burial-place,  had  been  bought,  and  the  old  St.  Mary's 
wns  erected  thereon  during  the  same  winter.  In  about 
three  years  Father  Curry  found  it  necessary  to  en- 
large the  church,  and  an  addition  was  made  which 
brought  it  out  flush  with  the  sidewalk. 

No  subsequent  event  of  special  importance  appears 
to  have  occurred  in  the  parish  until  after  the  arrival 
of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Wilson  in  1846,  except  the  ever- 
recurring  one  of  accessions  from  abroad,  notably  from 
Ireland,  which,  if  appropriately  termed  the  "Niobe 
of  Nations"  at  home,  it  may  with  equal  propriety  be 
said  has  rc:tson  to  moderate  her  grief  in  view  of  the 
good  fortune  which  attends  her  children  in  other 
lands.  "Sunny  France"  did  not  furnish  her  contin- 
gent of  those  who  adhered  to  the  ancient  faith  till 
later  on,  and  then  through  the  overflow  of  her  more  im- 
me<Iiate  <*oloriization  point,  Lower  Canada.  The  Por- 
tuguese and  other  nationalities  have  also  from  time  to 
time  found  homes  and  employment  here,  as  our  grow- 
ing manufacturing  enterprises  demanded  skilled  labor 
from  similar  establishments  in  Furope.    At  the  pres- 


ent time  it  may  be  observed  that  the  Catholics  of 
Taunton  are  creditably  represented  not  only  in  the 
mechanical  and  manufacturing  employments,  but  in 
mercantile  and  professional  pursuits  as  well. 

During  the  intermediate  period  St.  Mary's  was  sup- 
plied by  the  Rev.  Fathers  Wylie,  Ryan,  and  O'Byrne. 
An  anecdote  has  come  down  to  us  from  Father  Ryan's 
day  which  is  worth  preserving.  During  his  pastorate 
some  youlig  men  of  the  parish  called  on  the  late  Dr. 
Fen  wick.  Bishop  of  Boston,  to  which  diocese  St. 
Blary's  then  belonged,  for  the  purpose  of  asking  a 
change  of  pastors,  on  the  score  that  although  Father 
Ryan  was  a  worthy  priest  he  was  not  a  pulpit  orator. 
The  bishop  heard  their  request,  and  not  seeing  ade- 
quate reason  for  granting  it,  bade  the  young  gentle- 
men return  home  and  attend  to  their  own  spiritual 
duties  like  good  boys.  The  wisdom  of  this  decision 
was  shown  a  few  months  later,  when  the  bishop  found 
a  parish  in  greater  need  of  such  a  shepherd,  in  the 
reluct4uice  with  which  the  people  of  St.  Mary's  parted 
with  their  spiritual  director. 

In  consideration  of  the  increasing  numerical  strength 
of  the  parish.  Dr.  Wilson  determined  in  1849  on  the 
erection  of  a  brick  church,  having  purchased  the  lot 
on  the  opposite  side  of  Washington  Street  for  that 
purpose;  but  the  walls  when  built  were  deemed  in- 
secure, and  the  materials  were  consequently  used  in 
the  construction  of  the  present  St.  Mary's,  standing 
on  the  same  site,  the  erection  of  which  was  begun 
about  June,  1854,  during  the  succeeding  pastorate  of 
the  Rev.  Daniel  Hearne.  Father  Hearne  devoted 
himself  very  zealously  to  the  undertaking,  but  did  not 
live  to  finish  his  pious  work.  After  seeing  the  edifice 
inclosed  he  was  finally  laid  to  rest  beside  its  front  en- 
trance (his  body  having  been  temporarily  deposited 
in  Mayflower  Hill  Cemetery),  deeply  regretted  by  the 
people  he  had  served. 

There  was  still  much  to  be  done,  not  only  to  com- 
plete the  church — floors,  altars,  stained-glass  win- 
dows, pews,  etc.— but  also  to  reduce  a  double  debt 
arising  out  of  the  erection  of  two  structures,  all  of 
which  devolved  on  the  succeeding  pastor,  the  Rev. 
Thomas  H.  Shahan,  who  arrived  some  time  in  1864. 
This  legacy  of  debt  and  responsibility  was  resolutely 
met  by  the  formation  of  a  Church  Debt  Society, 
pledged  to  monthly  contributions,  and  by  holding  a 
church  fair,  to  which  generous  contributions  were 
made  by  Christians  of  other  names.'  The  church  as 
it  now  stands,  built  of  bluestone  in  the  Gothic  style 
of  architecture,  compares  favorably  with  any  similar 
edifice  in  New  England. 

Although  the  imme<liate  objects  were  accomplished, 
the  parish  was  so  weakened  by  the  then  general  busi- 
ness depression  that  Father  Shahan  did  not  attempt 
to  carry  out  a  project  which  he  had  very  much  at 
heart,--the  establishment  of  a  parish  school;   and 
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huviiig  baen  called  to  IloaUin  in  1871,  tlie  Itev.  Ed- 
ward J.  Sheridan,  tlie  present  pastor,  wiw  aent  tii  fill 
the  vacancy.  A  vigorous  elTort  in  uow  being  maile 
ill  tlie  pariali  towards  (he  ttttaiiimeiit  of  tliu  latter 
object,  the  ichool  lo  be  placed  under  tlie  clmr);e  of 
one  of  the  rcligioua  orders  wliieli  Imvo  proved  wt  effl- 
ciunt  elHGwIiere,  not  only  in  iinpiirting  aiKutar  knowl- 
edge, hut  ill  au  cultivHtliiK  tlic  innriil  uuil  rellgioui 
tiature  uf  their  pupiU  na  to  eicrl  it  i>t!rnjuiieiil  itiUu- 
eiice  for  good  uti  their  )ivB8  uiid  cundiiut. 

During  the  pastorate  of  Father  Heuriie  liiu  misnioii, 
besideH  Taunton  proper,  included  Etut  Tauulon,  Mld- 
dlcborough,  NorUm,  Westville,  North  mid  South 
Dighton.  During  Father  Shahaii'a,  Middleborougli 
and  Norton  were  separated  Troin  the  Tiiuiiton  pariah, 
and  during  Father  BherldAn'a,  Weir  Village,  Eaat 
Taunton,  and  Dighton  have  also  been  detached,  the 
Rev.  Hugh  J.  I^mylh  having  been  appointed  tiie 
first  paator,  succeeded  b;  the  Rev.  James  K.  lieaven, 
the  present  incumbent,  and  a  Kbool-house  having 
been  adapted  to  the  purpwe  of  a  church  for  the  con- 
gregation. Recently  the  Rev.  Jatnefi  Roach  hui  been 
performing  mission  duty  among  tbe  French  and  other 
residents  iu  Whittenton,  with  tlie  ultimate  iutentiou 
of  erecting  a  church,  but  at  the  present  writing  no 
territorial  bouiidaries  have  been  assigned  him. 

Father  Wilaou  wa«  aaaiated  by  Fallier  Elwnrils; 
Father  Henme  by  Fathers  McPbillips  and  J.  Tracy; 
Father  Shalian  by  Fathers  Foley,  F.  A.  Quinn,  M. 
J.  Burns,  Hugh  J.  Smyth,  Hugh  Smith,  and  Bruton  ; 
Father  Sheridan  by  Fathers  William  O.  Kelly,  Jamea 
Smith,  Thomtut  Grace,  William  Hincs,  James  A. 
Ward,  Jamca  Fogarly,  William  Pyne,  and  Martin 
F.  Kelly.  The  two  last-named  gentlemen  are  still 
connected  with  the  parish.  Father  Iteavon  h  ut 
present  assisted  by  the  Rev.  Michael  F,  Casaidy. 

During  Father  Uearne's  pastorate  the  Young  Cath- 
olics' Friend  Society  was  formed;  during  Father 
Shuhan'a,  St.  Mary's,  Benevolent  Society,  a  Young 
Men's  Lyceum,  and  a  teni|Ktrance  society ;  and  during 
the  present  pastorate  a  Conference  of  the  Society  iil' 
St.  Vincent  de  Paul  was  organized. 

The  present  Catholic  jiopnlation  of  Taunton  is  es- 
timated at  sis  tliouHand  douIs.  Fur  the  jirucvding 
1^11  account  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  I  am  in- 
debted to  a  kind  friend  in  that  communion. 

The  Oakland  Union  and  Arlin|fton  Street  So- 
ciety and  Sabbath-School.— Bed i do  the  regularly 
organized  Lhurches  in  ihe  city,  there  are  union  meet- 
ings sustained,  aa  at  Oakland  and  Arlington  Street 
Cbapel.  There  was  once  a  Six- Principle  Baptist 
Church  in  that  part  of  Taunton  called  Oakland,  or- 
ganized in  Uehoboth  in  1789,  but  removed  to  Taun- 
,  ton  on  the  death  of  Elder  Round,  in  ])i24,  and  wor- 
shiped in  a  school-bouse.  In  1S40,  Rev.  Josephus 
W.  Horton  became  thuir  minister,  and  a  small  meet- 
ing-house was  built.  Mr.  Cheshrough,  connected 
with  the  Oakland  Mill,  was  instrumental  also  in 
building  a  small  chapel  where  Episcopnl  services 


were  held.  Both  these  meeting*  in  time  were  dis- 
continued, and  in  1874  what  was  called  the  Oakland 
Union  was  organised,  uniting  most  of  tlie  Chrlaliau 
elements,  and  austaiuing  with  agooil  meusuro  of  suc- 
cess a  Sab  bath -school  and  a  regular  SabbuUi  prekch- 
ing service  by  tliedilTerentininialenor  the  city.  The 
oJticeni  of  the  union  the  present  year  are,  Owirge  T. 
Iluilock,  presidunt;  L.  I,.  Short,  vicc-prmiduut;  J. 
(legciihfinier,  secretary ;  John  Willis,  irenvurur;  Ju- 
suph  H.  Thhl,  Alfroil  Stall,  Oliver  II.  Crowiiiiut,  S.  I,. 
Reed,  E.  U.  Wilmorlh,  l^renzu  Busbee,  Alfrud  Wll- 
niarth,  executive  committee;  Allen  Burt,  trnstee  for 
lliree  years. 

The  Arlington  Street  organization  is  ui)  the  s»in« 
union  principle.  They  sustain  u  Sabbath -Mbnul,  hut 
no  preaching  aerviee  on  tbe  Subbnth,  only  on  Wedtie^ 
day  evening.  Their  reeeully -elected  board  of  offl- 
cors  are,  J.  A.  Matthews  Wilbur,  president;  Cieorge 
H.  Fairbanks,  vice-president;  George  Chnce,  clerk; 
Edwin  M.  Hills,  treasurer;  Frank  Q.  Lindsey,  col- 
lector; William  Caraley,  Edwin  I^oimrd,  William 
McKendrick,  executive  committee;  Oharlua  L.  lev- 
ering, Setb  C.  French,  Dr.  J.  8.  Andrews,  Dr.  N.  M. 
Ransom,  Jeremy  B.  Dennett,  tnistciM. 

The  cliapul  was  built  in  the  itumincr  of  187G,  and 
Itnl  oecupieil  August  lijtii  of  tliat  year. 

The  olRcers  of  the  Suh  bath -school  are,  Edwin  U. 
Hills,  superintendent;  Thomas  W.  Sherman,  oM^ 
ant  superintendent;  Mrs.  Eintnu  I.<eiinurd,  secretary; 
Oeorge  H.  Fairbanks,  treasurer;  Georgtt  Williaiiu, 
librarian;  Williarn  WilliBilis,  assislanl  librarian; 
Misa  Clara  Wilbur,  organist;  Miss  Gertrude  Slier- 
man,  aasislaiit  organist ;  Hra.  A.  F.  Ileney,  Mn,  ^M 
H.  C.  Kennicutt,  Misa  Maria  D.  Hills,  William  Can-  ^ 
ley,  Edwin  Leonard,  executive  committee  of  the 
sehuol. 

The  Taunton  Union  U ission  and  the  Aseociated 
Charities— Cedar  Street  Chapel— Thi^s  njl»ion, 
which  included  no  church  urganiKatiun  but  repre- 
sentoi  all  tbe  cburcbes,  wa*  organized  in  Mureli, 
181>l,  and  began  t<i  occupy  its  chapul,  built  by  Mr. 
Joseph  Dean,  in  lSii7.  It  boa  been  served  by  R«v. 
Messrs.  Joshua  A.  Stetson,  Iteuliuu  H.  C<ibb,  George 
M.  Huinlon,  and  S.  Hopkins  Emery.  In  1881  the 
mission  carrietl  on  iU  work  under  a  new  uanic,— 'I'he 
Aasociated  Charities  of  Taunton,— and  in  January, 
1883,  it  received  u  chitrter  of  incor|Kir»tiou  fnmi  tbi) 
commonwealth,  with  the  following  list  of  olliccra: 
['resident,  Samuel  L.  Crocker;'  Viuc- President*, 
Mortimer  Blake,  Joseph  Deun ;  Secretary  and  Sujier- 
Intendcnt,  S.  Hopkins  Emery  ;  Treasurer,  Orville  A. 
Barker;  Directors,  Samuel  L.  Crocker,  Henry  O. 
Reed,  A.  King  Williams,  A.  B.  Hurvey,  George  A, 
Washburn;  a  board  of  mnnagcrs  consisting  of  the 
above-named   and  William   C.   Lovoriug,  H.   P.   Do 
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Forest,  Jeremy  B.  Deonett,  James  H.  Anthony, 
Ghiurles  H.  Lnroyd,  A.  J.  liawrence,  Charles  Foster, 
Wininm  II.  Merrill,  Job  Q.  Luscomb,  William  H. 
Fleadwcll,  William  U.  Wolcott,  Hesekiah  L.  Merrill, 
George  F.  PraU,  Oeoige  C.  Wilson,  Oeoige  M.  Wood- 
ward, Frank  L.  Fish,  J.  B.  Briggs,  Andrew  8.  Briggs, 
Frederick  Famsworth,  Robert  H.  Toier,  Edward  K. 
£merson. 

Its  aim  and  work,  approved  by  all  the  churches, 
are  well  expressed  In  the  ''agreement"  of  the  corpo- 
rators in  these  words,  "  To  assist  the  needy,  and  raise 
them  as  far  as  practicable  above  the  need  of  relief;  to 
prevent  street-begging,  imposition,  and  the  existence 
of  a  pauper  caste ;  to  secure  the  united  action  of  the 
diflTcretit  charities,  and  of  all  benevolent  persons  in 
one  harmonions  system  of  wise  aid  to  the  ]»oor." 


CHAPTER   LXV. 

TA  UNTON.— (  Cantinned,) 

The  IMiicatlonal  Intorciti  llrtittol  Acndenij— Taanlon  Wnter^Woilw— 
TriidCoii  Lannrle  HoqilUl— The  Old  Ooloiij  Ulttoricel  Society— Pnblle 
Ubmrj— Bible  Society— Good  Templar*— nnmane  Society— Barly 
PhytlelaiMi — Meant  PleaMnt  Oometery. 

The  Ednoational  Interests  of  Taunton.'— The 
first  settlers  of  Taunton,  as  of  other  New  England 
towns,  erected  not  only  the  meeting-house,  but  the 
school-house.  The  two  went  everywhere  together. 
If  Messrs.  Hooko  and  Street  were  the  first  ministers, 
tlie  schoolmaster  was  here  even  before  them,  and  his 
name  was  Bishop.  Some  have  presumed  to  question 
whether  there  ever  was  such  a  man,  or  at  least  that 
we  have  any  knowledge  of  him ;  but  I  claim  we  know 
something,  although  we  might  wish  it  were  more. 

Thomas  Lechford,  **  of  Clement  Inne,  in  the  county 
of  Middlesex,"  was  a  visitor  to  this  country,  and  on 
his  return  to  England  he  published  a  pamphlet^  in 
which,  nnder  date  of  Jan.  17,  1641,  he  relates  con- 
cerning Taunton, "  Master  Hooke  received  ordination 
from  the  hands  of  one  Master  Bishop,  a  foAooZ-aiaffer, 
etc"  Then,  as  now,  Uie  *'  school-master"  was  a  per- 
son of  considerable  consequence  in  the  community. 
This  Bhihop,  with  others,  was  deemed  worthy  to  '*  lay 
hands"  on  "  Master  Hooke." 

Mr.  Winsor,  in  hb  "History  of  Duxbury,"  p.  S88, 
makes  mention  of  "  an  ancient  freeman  of  Tiiunton" 
bearing  the  name  of  "Mr.  John  Bushop,"  having 
that  "  honorable  prefix."  Mr.  Bayfies,  in  his  "  His- 
tory of  the  riymoutli  Colony,"  Fart  II.,  p.  277,  al- 
liulcM  to  a  "Mr.  Ikmhop,  interested  in  the  first  pur- 
clinse  of  Taunton,  whose  '  rights'  in  1676  were  owned 
by  Lieut  George  Macey." 

And  again,  Mr.  Baylies  calls  "Mr.  Bishop,*'  the 
schoolmaster,  "  one  of  the  earliest  proprietors  and 
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settlers,"  although  his  name  is  not  catalogaed,  as  also 
the  names  of  oth  w  proprieCon  appear  not  to  have  been. 
(Fftrt  II.,  p.  960.)  The  Bushop,  Boehop,  or  Bishop 
above  named,  Mr.  John  Dean,  of  the  New  England 
Genealogical  Sodety,  in  1854  (see  "Genealogical 
Register,"  April,  1864),  considered  one  and  the  same 
man,  and  also  the  John  Bishop,  who  afterward  went 
to  Stamford,  Conn.  Mr.  Baylies  was  of  the  opinion 
"  he  went  to  New  Haven,"  which  was  not  fiur  from 
Stamford.. (Part  IL,  pp.  266  and  S82.)  Mr.  Savage, 
in  his  "  Genealogical  Dictionary  of  New  England," 
vol.  i.  p.  186,  asserts  the  John  Bbhop,  of  Stamford, 
"  had  been  in  Taunton  as  early  as  1640,"  and  thinks 
he  was  before  that  in  Dorchester,  as  he  seems  to  have 
known  Richard  Mather,  writing  a  Latin  epitaph  on 
him,  which  may  bo  found  in  the  "Magnolia,"  cap. 
XX.  of  III.,  p.  181,  signing  himself  "  J.  Ephioopius," 
which  Savage  calls  a  pun  on  his  name.  All  this 
agrees  very  well  with  what  we  know  of  the  "young 
man  of  promise,"  as  the  historian  of  Stamford  (p.  119) 
calls  the  ministerial  supply,  whom  theehoreh  of  that 
place  sought  and  found  in  thfo  r^on  about  the  time 
Bishop  is  supposed  to  have  left  Tramboll,  in  his 
"History  of  Connecticut^"  vol.  i.  p.  S99,  gives  an 
interesting  account  of  it  in  these  words :  "  The  church 
sent  two  of  their  memben  to  seek  them  a  minister. 
They  traveled  on  foot  to  tlie  eastward  of  Boston, 
where  they  found  Mr.  John  Bhihop,  who  left  England 
before  he  had  finhihed  his  academical  studies,  and 
who  had  completed  hhi  education  in  this  country. 
They  engaged  him  to  go  with  them  to  Stamford.  He 
traveled  with  them  on  foot  so  great  a  distance.  The 
people  were  united  in  him,  and  he  labored  with  them 
in  tlie  ministry  nearly  fifty  years." 

Rev.  J.  W.  Alvord,  in  a  historical  address  at  Stam- 
ford (p.  17),  gives  the  names  of  the  "  members  of  the 
church"  who  "  traveled  on  foot  to  the  eastward  of 
Boston,"— George  Slason,  Francis  Bell.  He  also  states, 
"  Mr.  Bishop  carried  his  Bible  under  his  arm  through 
the  wilderness  to  Stamford,"  which  Bible,  in  1841, 
was  in  the  possession  of  Noah  Bishop,  one  of  his  de- 
scendants. If  one  will  look  at  a  map  of  New  Eng- 
land he  will  see  that  thhi  journey  "  on  ibot  through  the 
wilderness"  was  from  the  extreme  west  of  Oonnecticut 
to  wellnigh  the  extreme  east  of  Massachnaette,  no 
small  undertaking  for  even  such  resolute  souls,  and 
when  you  remember  that  their  regular  "wilderness'^ 
path  from  New  Haven  to  Boston  or  Plymouth  would 
lead  through  Taunton,  you  need  not  wonder,  if  find- 
ing John  Bishop  at  the  latter  place  and  recommended 
by  Hooke  and  Street,  they  were  willing,  footsore  and 
weary,  to  stop  short  of  either  Boston  or  Plymouth,  to 
accept  of  "  the  Taunton  schoolmaster,"  a  "  young  man 
of  promise,"  who  was  also  a  student  in  theology  with 
these  eminent  divines,  '*  completing,"  as  Trumbull 
tells  us,  "  in  this  country  the  education"  which  had 
been  b^^gun  in  the  motherland.  "Eastward  of  Bos- 
ton" may  sufficiently  describe  the  place,  although  it 
be  south  as  well  as  east. 


We  have  dwelt  Lima  long  on  this  case  to  establish, 
if  nothing  more,  tlie  prohHhility  that  the  finit  Tuun- 
ton  ttcliool master  was  tlia  Rnt  Stamford  iiiiiiister. 

Tlie  name  of  aiiothur  achoolinuHter  of  the  town  in 
tlie  anme  century  Inis  jimt  come  to  light  in  an  uld  ac- 
count-book of  Thomas  Leonard,  found  in  a  box  bid 
ttway  in  sumo  part  nf  »  chiinncyin  tlic  bouao  of  n 
grundixin,  lulcly  tuken  down  in  lirust  Tuuntnn,  near 
tbti  Forge.  The  sc I lool master  ua  tvell  us  tlie  iniiiiHlur 
of  Ihut  early  day  was  paid  at  public  expense,  us  a 
public  beueractor  and  a  public  uecussity,  in  the  cur- 
rency of  the  time, — iron.  Thomaa  Leonard  kept  llie 
account  with  him  in  this  book  from  1683  to  1687. 
His  name  waa  Jame.i  Oreen.  It  would  be  intoreeling 
if  we  could  give  other  names,  but  tbc  record  is  not  at 

We  know  llie  pruviaion  which  our  fathers  made 
for  the  education  of  tlieir  children.  The  colonial 
laws  were  very  strict  on  this  subject,  and  made  it 
certain  every  town  uhould  have  not  only  a  minister 
but  a  schoolmaster.  The  town  was  one  school  dJM- 
trict,  owned  itii  school  property,  and  controlled  the 
BChoolu  through  a  superintending  committee.  Tliia 
was  tlie  system  or  school  management  for  more  tlian 
two  centuries.  It  was  not  till  IS2(i  the  district  system 
was  established  dividing  each  town  into  imuller  dis- 
tricts, which  should  own  Ibeirschuol-houses  Olid  other 
school  property,  and  through  a  prudential  conimitleo- 
Dian  select  and  contract  with  the  leaeher,  and  attend 
to  supplies  for  the  school.  Tliere  were  still  a  town 
echool  committee,  to  examine  and  indorse  tlie  teach- 
ers, and  with  a  general  supervision,  but  their  author- 
ity, of  course,  was  weakened  and  their  guiding  influ- 
ence less  felL  There  could  not  be  that  unity  of  action 
and  wise  method  of  administering  the  schools,  with 
so  niuiiy  varying  and  sometimes  coiillicting  parlies  to 
be  consulted  and  provided  for.  Thus,  in  1864,  when 
the  town  became  a  city,  the  people  were  probably 
glad  to  return  to  the  primitive  municipal  system  al 
caring  for  thenchoola  through  one  general  committee, 
who  subsequently  appointed  a  superintendent  to  give 
all  his  time  to  the  work. 

This  superintendent,  Dr.  W.  W.  Waterman,  has 
recently  written  and  published  an  able  jiajier  on  tlie 
duty  of  a  commonwealth  to  educate  lis  children, 
which  shows  him  lo  be  thoroughly  acquainted  with 
■lis  buHiness,  and  possessed  of  a  suitable  enthusinsni. 
Uis  school  report  also  in  187C  is  stored  with  much 
historical   matter,  from  which   I  gladly  dniw  for  my 

His  remarks  on  the  classification  of  studies  and  the 
grading  of  the  schools  are  lo  the  point.  Until  eigli- 
Icen  years  ago,  the  Btudien  adjudged  requisite  to  a 
common  school  education  were  all  taught  in  each 
separate  elementary  school.  I'upils  began  and  ended 
their  education  in  the  same  grade  of  school,  except 
when  they  rcKortcd  to  the  classical  or  high  school  fur 
mure  thorough  instruction  or  further  advancement! 
but  whenever  a  school  occupied  two  or  luore  schoul- 
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rooms,  or  was  taught  by  more  than  one  teacher,  the 
■ectiutu  into  which  such  school  waa  divided  wcr«  «r- 
lo  the  relative  ntlainments  of 
uinical  chiiiHiflcatiuti  of  iiutnic- 
ninatituting  progr»ire  Btagiea, 
I  at  lower  and  higher  depart- 
irlmury  and  grtinimnr  dci>urt- 
niunla.  With  the  large  gniwlh  ut  |Hipiilall(>u  ut  llw 
Centre,  it  wiui  ihouglit  that  the  |iliiltHu>phieiil  jirlndpio 
of  division  of  laborendconcentfationof  nbillty  which 
Had  been  applied  with  liencAt  tn  instruction  in  tlia 
larger  schools  might  be  embodied  advantagvoitsly  in 
a  mure  cumprchenaive  syslent  of  school  ojs  well  ta 
data  gradation.  Accordingly,  in  1658,  there  wim  a 
consolidation  of  school  districts  cuntigiimia  tu  the 
Orvvii,  ciinliiiniiig  nearly  nne-lialf  of  the  pupils  in 
l4)wn.  Next  the  schools  were  class ifieil  ingniili,7>.  A 
graduated,  consecutive  course  of  study  wna  syHlrninli- 
cally  arranged,  and  an  upprnpriule  part  of  the  counw 
was  assigned  to  each  grade.  TiieuluBsesuf  th«liiglier 
or  grammar  grade  occupied  a  i>urtioii  of  llie  large 
central  building,  the  Cohunnct  Street  schnul-lxniM. 
A  part  of  that  building  and  the  sniallur  schiHil-hiiuan 
were  appropriated  tu  the  lower  claused.  The  high 
school  was  pcrmnncntly  csLihliihed  in  \&Vi,  although 
previous  tu  that  time  a  similar  scliuul  had  been  kept 
temporarily  in  dilferent  sections  of  the  luwu.  Tfa* 
present  system  of  graduated  claisiriciitimi  and  aluiiy 
was  instituted  in  1862,  and  in  1871  tlie  high  school 
liecjime  a  part  of  the  aysleni  of  school  gradation,  thus 
making  three  grades,  known  as  primary,  grammar, 
a  nd  high.  Tiio  larger  jiorlion  of  tlie  primary  aditKiU 
are  in  aoparate  buildings,  containing  frwit  an«  tuaix 
school*rooms  each.  Pupils  are  admitted  at  five  year* 
of  age,  and  the  course  of  instruction  is  dcHJgned  fur 
II  vc  years.  The  gruininar  schools  bavu  no  agu  ijnali- 
lication,  although  ten  or  twelve  years  would  be  llie 
usual  age.  The  course  of  instrnctioii  cnmpriaea  four 
steps,  each  requiring  about  one  year.  Tin*  primary 
and  graniniiir  courses  lugctlicr  cunijiriHu  (lie  cuinplute 
course  of  elementary  instruction  deaigned  fur  all  the 
pupils. 

The  high  school  cojistitutcs  the  thin)  and  laM 
grado  of  the  system.  The  coursu  of  iiuitructiiiu  coiii- 
prisca  four  stciis,  each  designed  fur  one  yuiir.  llie 
HludicHare:  I^nglish  Language,  iiieiudiiig  (Jmminar, 
Klieioric,  English  Literature,  Iteadiug,  Writing,  l)r 
thography.  Orthoepy,  Cuni|Misition,  Declamation; 
Latin,  l-'rench,  Greek;  Algebra,  f^eomelry.  Trigo- 
nometry, Surveying,  Elementary  Me<.'hanics,  Prac- 
tical Problems  in  Arithmetic,  Natural  Philoaophy, 
Chemistry,  Physiology,  Physical  Geography,  Geology, 
IJotany,  Zoology,  Astronomy;  Intellectual  I'hiloaophy, 
Political  I'^ouomy,  and  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  General  History,  Ancient  Geography,  and 
History;   Free-Hand  Drawing;  Vocal  Music. 

Besides  the  foregoing,  the  system  com|iriaee  ahw 
evening  elementary  schouls  and  an  evening  drawing 
Bctioo), 
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The  good  State  of  Massachusetts  intends  that  its 
citi7.ens  shall  be  educated,  at  least  so  as  to  read  and  { 
write  and  master  the  common  branches  of  education. 
Towards  this  end  its  legislation  has  tended,  and  every 
child  between  the  ages  of  eight  and  fourteen  must 
attend  the  free  school  provided  at  least  twenty  weeks 
of  the  year.  This  is  considerably  less  than  half  the 
year,  and  it  would  seem,  if  their  work  was  needed 
for  the  support  of  the  family,  thirty  weeks  should  be 
enough  for  this  purpose.  80  our  legislators  thought, 
and  no  employer  of  lal>or  has  the  right  to  hire  a  child 
between  Ihese  ages  without  a  cortificnte  of  having  at- 
tended soIicmjI  the  year  preceding  such  employment 
the  specified  time.  This  is  called  "compulKory  edu- 
ojition,"  and  it  is  a  credit  to  the  commonwealth.  The 
number  of  children  in  TaunU)n,  according  to  the  cen- 
sus of  1882,  between  the  ages  of  eight  and  fourteen, 
was  two  thousand  four  hundred  and  forty- five.  The 
numl)er  between  those  ages  in  the  public  schools  for 
the  school  year  ending  Aug.  31, 1882,  was  2387,  show- 
ing that  the  law  of  the  commonwealth  is  respected  in 
the  city  of  Taunton.  The  whole  number  of  different 
pupils  of  every  age  in  the  public  day  schools  for  the 
same  year  was  4()04, — 2112  males,  1892  females.  The 
cost  of  the  public  schools  for  this  year  was  $50,190.60. 

The  number  of  teachers  employed  in  the  twenty- 
nine  school-houses  proper  for  the  y>ublic  day  schools 
is  seventy-six,  with  occasional  temimrary  help.  For 
the  evening  elementary  school  and  evening  drawing 
school  in  rooms  hired  for  the  purpose  eight  teachers 
are  employed.  In  the  Cohannet  Street  school,  which 
is  the  largest  grammar  school,  with  a  primary  de- 
partment, Mr.  Clarence  F.  Hoytlen  is  employed  as 
principal,  at  a  salary  of  fourteen  hundred  dollars,  with 
eleven  a«sislan(.*<.  At  the  Weir,  Mr.  Horatio  D. 
Newton  serves  as  principal,  at  a  salary  of  twelve 
hundred  dollars,  with  eight  assistants.  At  Whit- 
tenton,  Mr.  Edward  S.  Hersey  is  principal;  salary, 
eleven  hundred  dollars,  with  six  assistants.  The  high 
school  is  in  charge  of  Mr.  Charles  S.  Moore ;  salary, 
seventeen  hundred 'dollars,  with  three  assistants.  The 
school  is  worthy  of  better  school  accommodations 
than  are  at  present  provided,  but  in  the  near  future  a 
high  school  building,  which  will  be  a  credit  to  the 
city  and  a  comfort  to  the  scholars,  is  certain.  The 
principals  of  the  high  school,  running  back  from  the 
present,  have  been  as  follows:  John  P.  Swinerton, 
Laban  E.  AVarren,  Charles  P.  Qorely,  Silas  D.  Pres- 
brey,  William  E.  Fuller,  John  Ruggles,  William  L. 
Gage,  Ozias  C.  Pitkin,  Justin  Field,  Frederic  Crafts. 

The  school  could  hardly  be  called  a  fixture,  but 
rather  a  foot-ball  under  Messrs.  Crafts  and  Field,  for, 
as  the  writer  well  remembers,  it  was  not  only  a  mov- 
able institution,  but  much  sfrnken  against,  as  the 
records  of  the  town-meetings  from  1838  onward  will 
show.  Under  the  wise  administration  of  Mr.  Pitkin, 
however,  from  1849  to  1854,  who  was  an  eminent  ed- 
ucator, it  grew  in  favor  with  the  people,  and  tliey  at 
length  allowed  it  to  locate  and  live. 


No  history  of  the  educational  interests  of  Taunton 
would  be  complete  without  the  Bristol  Academy, 
which  had  its  beginning  in  the  last  century  (in  1792). 
It  is  a  pleasure  to  acknowledge  my  indebtedness  for 
material  to  the  careful  research  of  my  friend,  Mr. 
Charles  W.  Hartshorn,  a  long  time  secretary  of  the 
board  of  trustees,  from  whose  notes  I  am  permitted 
to  draw.  The  academy  had  its  origin  in  an  agree- 
ment to  form  the  "  Taunton  School  Society,"  to  pay 
certain  sums  named,  and  to  abide  by  some  ten  rules 
of  agreement  carefully  set  forth.  There  were  four- 
teen subscribers  to  this  agreement,  men  prominent 
in  Taunton  in  the  latter  part  of  the  last  century, 
James  Tisdale  heading  the  list  with  a  subscription  of 
thirty  pounds,  and  John  Bowers  closing  it  with  a 
like  sum,  Samuel  Leonard  the  same,  and  others  less, 
in  all  amounting  to  seven  hundred  and  ten  pounds. 

On  the  30th  of  June,  1792,  on  petition  of  David 
Cobb  and  others,  Walter  Spooner,  William  Baylies, 
David  Cobb,  Elisha  May,  James  Williams,  Apollos 
Leonard,  Seth  Padelford,  Samuel  Falos,  Samuel  Leon- 
ard, Simeon  Tisdale,  James  Tisdale,  Joseph  Tisdale, 
and  Jonathan  Cobb  were  appointed  trustees  of  Bristol 
Academy  and  incorporated  under  that  name,  "  for  the 
purpose  of  promoting  piety,  morality,  and  patriotism, 
and  for  the  education  of  youth,  etc."  The  first  meet- 
ing of  the  trustees  was  held  at  Josiah  Crocker's,  Sept. 
21,  1792.  James  Williams  was  chosen  secretary; 
Walter  Spooner,  president;  David  Cobb,  vice-presi- 
dent; Seth  Padelford,  treasurer.  A  committee  was 
chosen  to  "  form  a  coad  of  bye-laws,"  and  another  to 
provide  or  point  out  a  suitable  piece  of  ground  to 
build  upon,  and  each  trustee  directed  to  exert  him- 
self to  obtain  subscriptions. 

From  this  date  'there  were  a  number  of  meetings 
and  votes,  showing  the  work  to  be  in  progress,  until 
March  7,  1796,  when  a  committee  was  appointed  "  to 
enquire  and  procure  an  Instructor,"  and  another  "  to 
make  enquicy  respecting  boarding  scholars."  The 
following  action  was  also  taken:  "Whereas  Bristol 
Academy  was  promoted  and  established  principally 
by  the  exertions  of  David  Cobb,  Esq.,  a  late  trustee 
of  said  academy ;  therefore  voted  unanimously  that 
the  thanks  of  the  trustees  of  said  academy  be  presented 
to  the  said  David  Cobb,  Esq.,  for  his  great  and'friendly 
exertions  in  favor  of  said  academy,  and  that  he  be 
informed  by  the  secretary  that  the  trustees  do  con- 
sider him  entitled  to  the  honor  of  being  the  patron 
and  the  founder  of  the  same." 

At  an  adjournment  of  this  meeting,  April  G,  1796, 
"  the  trustees  made  choice  of  Mr.  Simeon  Doggett, 
Jr.,  for  a  preceptor." 

The  first  meeting  of  the  trustees  held  at  the  acad- 
emy appears  to  have  been  July  4,  1796,  when  "  Miss 
Sally  Cady  was  chosen  preceptress."  The  academy 
was  formally  opened  July  18th,  when  an  address  was 
delivered  by  the  preceptor,  Mr.  Doggett,  which  by 
request  of  the  trustees  was  afterwards  printed.  No 
other  mention  is  made  of  the  opening  in  tbe  records, 
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but  ii  in  (jilierwUe  IVRroed  Uiul  Deacou  Jeremiuli 
Sumner,  of  Tauiiton,  uninposed  his  I'amous  "  Oile  on 
Bcionce"  fur  tliot  ocotHimi.  Tlie  buIlUing  then  iledi- 
cateO  ataod  nearer  tlie  norlliweal  uonier  of  llie  iiciitl- 
emy  lot  than  the  preaent  one,  tind  fronting  towurds 
Summer  Btreet.  Il  aniiwerc<l  a  good  eilucutioAul  pur- 
pose for  mor^  than  lialf  a  century,  when  il  wua  mild 
and  n^iiioved  to  Broadway,  juiit  nortli  of  the  Cntholie 
ChiiTL-h,  where  it  in  still  o«:upied  as  a  tenement- 

At  a  meeting  of  the  trustees,  Feb.  1,  184!t,  »  cotn- 
initlee  upjiuinteil  "to  suggest  improTi-nicnts"  ajiculi 
or  the  academy  building  an  "  not  ho  well  uilnptcd  to 
its  UHeB  us  it  ought  to  be."  Aug.  14,  IKAO,  llie  pre- 
ceptor, in  hiB  rei>ort,  urgently  asks  for  o  new  build- 
ing, btating  the  number  of  pupils  to  be  "  one  hundred 
And  eleven."  George  A.  Crocker  was  ap|Hiintcd  coin- 
miltee  to  procure  tmbscriptiunii.  Feb.  19,  1851,  Mr. 
'Crocker  rejiorled  u  list  of  Hubsuriptiuna  mnounling  tu 
five  thousand  eight  hundred  nnd  ninety-livD  dollars, 
ft  Tiedale  again,  this  time  Sumuol  T.,  Ettinding  at  tlie 
head,  with  Mr.  Crouker  himself,  for  one  thousand  dol- 
lars endi,  and  a  committee  was  chosen  to  erect  the 
new  building.  "  1&52,  August  2Glh,  the  board  met  at 
the  new  academy  at  10  A.K.  to  wilnes8  the  oxereiscs 
of  dedication.  At  10.16  the  exercises  began.  Itev. 
Hr.  Maltby  made  a  few  introductory  remarks.  A 
hymn  WHS  sung  by  n  select  diuir,  led  by  William  B. 
Crandell.  Prayer  waa  offered  by  Uev.  Mr.  Maltby. 
The  secretary,  Itev.  Mr.  Bingham,  read  a  short  his- 
torical sketch  of  the  iiiittitution.  The 'Ode  on  Science,' 
written  for  the  first  dedication,  was  then  »ung.  Next 
an  address  on  claivdcal  educulioii  wiu  (tcliverod  by 
Professor  C.  C.  Fclton,  of  Harvard  Univendty,  and  a 
hymn,  written  for  the  occasion  by  Mr.  Hodges  Reed, 
closed  the  per  form  an  ecu." 

It  is  difficult  to  ascertain  the  number  of  pupila  in 
the  earlier  years  of  the  academy,  on  it  was  not  gen- 
erally entered  upon  the  records. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  InistcuH,  Aug.  I'J,  IKIH), 
a  committee  was  apiioinlud  "  lo  inquire  of  Mr.  Uog- 
gelt  the  usual  emolument  of  his  olHce  ns  preceptor." 
An  old  paper  is  found,  in  the  handwriting  of  Mr. 
Doggett,  which  gives  the  number  of  pupils  for  (bur 
yearn,  the  amount  received  for  tuition,  etc.  The 
average  of  pupiU  fur  the  first  year  was  il4 ;  the 
second,  84;  iho  third,  60;  the  fourth,  6(1.  During 
the  first  year  of  Mr.  Bellows'  service  as  preceptor  the 
number  of  pupila  for  the  first  term  was  &2;  llic 
eecond,  76;  the  third,  66;  the  fourth,  SO.  At  the 
meeting  of  the  trusteoi,  Nov.  19,  1862,  at  the  close 
of  the  first  term  in  the  new  building,  it  is  recorduti 
"the  whole  number  of  names  on  the  register  of  llie 
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The  preceptors  of  the  academy  from  the  beginning 
have  been  as  fulluwa: 

Simeon  Doggett,  Jr.,  from  April  (j,  1T9U,  to  April 
17.  1813;  Luther  Bailey,  from  April  17,  18ia.  to  Oct. 
11,  1S16;  Olie  Pierce,  from  Uct.  16,  181G,  Ui  April  1, 


1818;  John  Brewer,  from  April  27, 1B18,  to  July  10, 
1818;  John  Hubbard  Wilkins.  from  July  3U,  1818, 
tu  Aug.  18,  1810;  Otis  Pierce,  from  Aug.  18.  181'J,  to 
Muy  2S,  1821;  John  (loldabury,  from  May  £i,  1831. 
to  April  8,1824;  Johu  I^ce  Wulsou,  fVnm  May  13, 
1824,  to  April  30,  1828;  Frederick  Crafts,  frvxn  June 
2.1.  ltt'>8,  to  June  7.  1N;{7;  John  N.  Ikdlowd,  from 
June  7,  1637,  to  Aug.  2:J,  lH:i8;  Mr.  Uuch  [.ul  <V 
teri'iH),  from  Sept.  Ii,  18^8,  to  Sin>U  24,  lKt8;  Nicb- 
oloD  A.  Clarke,  from  Sept.  24,  1838,  bi  Aug.  17,  I84J; 
John  D.  Sweet,  from  Dec.  1 ,  1842,  lo  May  27, 1844 ;  Mr. 
Walker  (one  term),  from  June  ft,  1844,  to  —  ;  John  N, 
Betlows,  from  Aug.  21,  1844,  t<>  Feb.  !l,  1846;  Sauiuet 
It.  Townteiid,  from  March  2,  18411,  In  Muy,  1849; 
Henry  B.  Wheelwright,  from  Bojil.  1,  IMS,  In  Due. 
20,  1854;  Johu  K.  Sunlbrd,  fniro  Jun.  10,  18&S,  10 
Aug.  3,  1855;  Henry  S.  Nourou,  from  Aug. !!»,  1855. 
to  Aug.  7.  I85T  ;  J<»eph  A.  Hulc,  froui  Aug.  24, 1857, 

tu  F«h.  h'l.lS.')!);  William  (}.  Hi.rd from  K'b.  15, 

185'J,  to  l-'ub.  8,  18(14;  Itoborl  K.  BuUhiii,  from  Fob. 
18,  1»!4,  to  March  22. 18(14;  Jame«  L.  Purry,  from 
March  22, 1804, to  Feb.  10, 18ll.'j;  Henry  l.«oiiuril,  from 
March  3,  18('.5,  to  July  2, 18(>9;  William  H.  French, 
from  Aug.  27, 166!),  lo  — ;  J.  O.  Burtleti,  from  July  i, 

1870,  Ui  July  30, 1871 ;  J.  ICuiwcIl  Itued,  from  Oct.  IS, 

1871,  tu  July  3,  1874;  Arthur  Driver,  from  Aug.  12, 
1874.  to  July  1 1,  1877 ;  J.  C.  Barlcll,  from  July  Id, 
1877,  lo  June  25,  1880;  Frederic  Fariiawonh.  fmui 
July  2.  1880,  the  present  preceptor,  under  whuw; 
management  the  academy  ia  in  u  tlourialiing  condi- 
tion. Ilia  aasistanid  are  (jeorgo  F.  Chace.  A.M., 
MiM8  Anna  L.  Bouuey,  Hios  Julia  A.  ^lupouu, 
])riinikry  dupartmcitt,  J 

'■  The  pruaent  year,"  writes  Precejitor  Faniawurth, 
"  is  the  most  buccesiifnl  in  point  of  uumbcrs  uiid  in- 
come from  tuition  fur  the  past  i|Uarlcr  of  a  cuutury. 
Average  uuiiiher  attending,  about  ninely-Uiree ;  re- 
cei[>ts,  about  four  thouHand  dollars.-  ThcM  ligurei 
include  Ihe  primary  di'purtmcnl.  About  uuu-third 
of  llm  pupils  mmiii  Ironi  iMit  of  Ihu  cily,  ruprcxvntiug 
some  ten  dillenuiL  lowus.  Nearly  n  iiuurlcr  of  the 
pupils  arc  fitting  fur  ctdlege.  Wo  exjiect  to  send  six 
young  men  lo  college  at  tlie  end  of  the  prcuenL  odiuul 
year,  besides  suvcrtil  others  who  ex|>ect  to  lake  pre- 
liminary examination." 

It  would  be  an  interesting  IJat  of  names,  could  we 
And  il,  of  those  who  have  been  the  eilucittors  of  the 
children  and  young  people  of  Taunton  during  the 
two  cenluries  aiid  a  half  nearly  of  lis  hinlury.  To 
say  that  the  genurutions  of  men  and  women  have 
been  largely  fashioned  by  tliese  hundreds  and  per- 
haps thousands  of  school-tencherii  is  not  ajieukiug 
extravaguully.  Teaching  boa  taken  ita  rank  as  it 
should  among  the  "learned"  professioiia.  Normal 
Hchools  educate  Ihe  educators.  Itepubllcs  are  sonic- 
tiui4«  charged  with  being  "  ungruleful,"  but  fuithlut, 
lifc-loug  teachers  are  remembered  wilb  gratitude  by 
their  pupils  of  "  long  ago."  I  have  heard  tlie  uain«« 
of  Tuuuton  teachent   Hjioken  of  with  afrevlititt.  and 
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familiar  as  liou»eliold  words, — "Ma*am  Wilbur,  Mrs. 
Barney,  Harriet  Prentice,  Mercy  Crownian,  the  Til- 
linp^haftt  Bisters, — Fanny,  Mary,  and  Joanna, — Fred- 
crick  Crafts,  Flias  Morse."  Tliesc  represent  the 
teachers  of  both  sexes  of  a  past  generation,  who  have 
long  since  ceased  from  their  labors.  There  are  more 
recent  names,  some  of  them  among  the  livings  which 
represent  an  influence  beginning  with  early  child- 
hood and  entering  into  the  warp  and  woof,  the 
texture  of  an  endless  being.  8nch  names  are  George 
C.  Wilson,  A.  A.  Leach,  Luthera  H.  Leach,  Eliza 
Drake,  May  G.  Heed,  Ann  D.  Heed,  Emma  Payson, 
Ellen  JiUscomb. 

Mr.  Alvin  \\.  Winch  was  the  first  teacher  of  vocal 
music  in  (he  public  schools,  commencing  about  1870. 
His  son,  William  L,  and  brother,  .lolin  F.,  are  emi- 
nent vocalists  in  Boston.  Mr.  Winch  was  distin- 
guishe<1  in  his  profession.  On  his  decease,  in  March, 
1881,  Mr.  MilUm  U.  French,  of  rare  musical  ability, 
was  chosen  his  successor,  and  still  teaches. 

It  was  a  felicitous  thought  of  some  of  "the  boys" 
of  twenty  years  ago,  including  the  names  of  the  pres- 
ent mayor,  city  treasurer,  register  of  dee<ls,  and  rep- 
resentative business  men  of  this  and  other  eities,  to 
send  to  one  of  these  teachers,  Mr.  A.  A.  I^ach,  a 
gold-heade<l  cane,  with  an  aflcctionate  note,  to  which 
he  thus  responded : 

'  *'  Taunton,  March  19, 1883. 
*'To  Tiir.  1W>T8: 

**  Arcrpt  my  lionrtrcU  tlmiikti  fur  your  ▼nliifil>Io  nnd  wlioUy  unex- 
p<*eled  gin  mill  for  tlin  kiti*l  wonlt  accompnnyinK  tlie  iatiio. 

"  TlietM*  triirdK  niid  Uip  iinni(*ii  of  no  nmiiy  of  my  former  iirholiirB  reaill 
to  mind  tlio  timo  wlien  we,  m  tencherAiid  pti|dlt,eat  together  in  the  old 
ncliool'pMim ;  mid  If  the  ntom  wiui  not  ra  npncione  or  the  furniture  eo 
rlcpmit,  ttoHintiR  the  IPMiomi  thorit  lenrniHl  worn  nw  rikmI  r  prifpAmtion 
for  titt*  Imltlc  of  lifn  nn  timer  roi-i>ivod  under  niitre  fAvornliln  cimini- 
ntiiiM-tii  ill  lilt"  pioKi'iil  dny. 

"It  i!«  Tory  pnitifyini;  to  mo,  I  nmure  ynu,  to  know  tlint  nftor  the 
ln]wo  of  no  ninity  yonm  you  have  not  forgottoii  your  old  eclioolmnntcr. 
And,  while  I  nm  well  nwnre  of  my  mmiy  Imporfectiona  m  your  toucher, 
I  comfort  my«Rlf  with  the  reflection  that  it  wan  always  my  earnest  en- 
deavor to  do  my  duty  fnilhfully  and  ini|mrlially. 

"  And  now,  my  doar  friond«,  I  ngnlu  tender  to  yon,  one  and  all,  my 
nuwt  nincero  thank*  for  your  kind  remembrance,  and  my  best  wishoa  for 
your  present  and  future  well-boing. 

••  Yoms  very  truly, 

"A.  A.  LRAcn. 

"To  Horatio  I<.  Cushnian, Henry  W. Colby, .foseph  K.  Wilbar,  Edward 
A.  Preebrey,  Itowom  Wood,  (•oi>rge  If.  Tnnaweil,  Charles  A.  Morse, 
llonry  8.  Wnsliburn,  Dnniol  H.  Blason,  George  A.  Washburn,  Day  lies 
Wuwl,  Oonlon  II.  G«Mirroy." 

This  answer  to  "  the  boys"  moved  one  of  them  to 
pen  the  following  lines: 

"  So  those  wore  *  lioys,' — these  with  the  care«wom  look 

Of  Iwonrore  yojirs  or  more  n|H»n  their  brow. 

Wore  llioso  Rrini  follows  wo  are  grootiuf;  miw 
Tho  oM-tinio  nri'hlns  of  the  slate  and  book  7 
II  im  Willi  I  ho  Milior  phi/,  and  trim  cravat, 

Wlu»so  fiuo  wiiroo  ovor  broiiks  into  a  Kmilo, — 
Wns  Ibis  Ihn  youth  wli<t  donnnd  the  old  straw  hat 

And,  barofiKft,  trudge<l  fur  many  a  weary  mile? 

"  And  tbiM  strting,  burly  chap  of  fourteen  stone. 
Who  romftod  in  boyish  sport  ufion  'the  Green* 
Fn  tboKo  obi  days,— didst  ever  think,  I  ween, 
Tliy  work  should  be  the  smMest  task  of  all: 
To  shnuid  snd  derorate  the  funeral  pall 
Of  friends  and  schoolmale«  tho"  M  ^*11  hadst  known? 


**  And  one,  whose  name  appeared  upon  the  Uit, 

MTlio  wandere<I  from  us  at  an  early  day; 
I  wonder  if  tiie  little  lioy  we  mlsMd 

Has  Inld  his  youthful  looks  and  pranks  away  ? 
I  think  of  him  witli  fresh  and  ruddy  cheeky — 

This  truant  bee  from  our  scholastic  hire, — 
I  have  in  mind  a  child  with  bearing  meek. 

And  not  the  bearded  man  of  forty-flra. 

'*  And  thou,  whose  genial  look  and  pleasant  eye 
Foreshadowe«l,  even  in  that  yonthfnl  time. 
The  fair  fulflUment  of  thy  manhood's  prime; 
Did  ever  once  a  thought  possess  thy  brain 
That  thou  wouldst  play  the  soldier  o*er  again 
With  deadly  arms  and  earnest  battle  cry  ? 
Didst  over  tliink  that  on  some  hard-fought  field, 
When  eitlior  comliatant  disdained  to  yield, 
Tliat  thou  wonldst  bear  away  the  cmel  scar 
That  marks  the  terrors  of  *  grim-Ylsaged  war*? 

**  Ah  I  doar  old  ciimrades,  wo  bnt  liUle  thought 
The  minilo  battles  that  we  daily  fought 
W^ere  ombryotic  forma  of  real  strife 
To  paint  the  conflict  of  a  struggling  life. 
Uow  little  did  our  boyish  reasoning  mark 
Tlie  ebb  and  flow  of  all  those  troublous  Udea, 
Whose  narrow  channels  are  bnt  trtach'rous  gnldes 
Upon  the  stream  where  human  Hym  embark. 

**  And  yet  the  *  boy  is  father  to  the  man,* 

And  did  wo  know  It,  each  of  ns  might  traea 
Ernu  111  childhood,  the  imperfect  plan 
That  in  the  years  shall  stare  us  In  the  fiice. 
AI|U  i  ^0  learn  the  question  quite  too  late 
To  shape  for  better  ends  our  earthly  fate. 
One  thing  alone  is  taught  us  hard  and  fast. 
We  are  but '  boys*  and  shall  be  to  the  last.** 

Water-Works.* — The  year  1876  was  a  fortunate 
one  for  Taunton.  It  was  the  birth-year  of  a  project 
for  supplying  the  city  with  an  abundance  of  pure  and 
wholesome  water.  The  early  history  of  the  enter- 
prise is  but  tho  history  of  all  progressive  movements 
in  their  bcf^inniiig.  The  plan  once  seriously  proposed, 
and  the  now  familiar  objections  were  at  once  put  for- 
ward. The  city  did  not  need  a  public  water  supply,' 
the  people  were  not  ready  for  it,  the  condition  of  the 
public  trejisury  would  not  permit  the  outlay  which 
would  be  required  if  water  were  introduced  in  unlim- 
ited quantities,  the  public  health  would  be  actually 
endangered  because  of  the  lack  of  any  sufficient 
sewers  atid  drains  to  carry  away  the  flood, — these  and 
other  objections  more  or  less  fanciful  were  urged  by 
the  timid  and  conservative.  And  now,  eight  years 
later,  the  project  of  1875  is  an  accomplished  fact,  a 
thing  of  seven  years'  growth,  an  indispensable  depart- 
ment of  the  municipal  economy.  And  what  of  those 
who  opposed  the  scheme?  With  scarcely  an  excep- 
tion they  are  now  to  be  counted  among  the  strongest 
friends  of  the  water  department,  and  would  loudly 
protest  against  any  curtailment  or  restriction  of  its 
beneficent  operations. 

The  need  of  a  supply  of  water  more  abundant  and 
certain  than  that  furnished  by  wells,  public  reservoirs, 
or  private  cisterns  seems  first  to  have  been  felt  in  the 
fire  department.  In  his  report  to  the  City  Council 
for  1871,  Chief  Engineer  Edward  Mott  says,  "We 
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have  reoaon  to  feel  thankful  for  the  liheral  nppro- 
prhilien  inndi:  the  paHt  yuur  for  reservoira,  yet  a  large 
Arc  in  name  |mrls  of  our  city  would  (lemonBtruUi  the 
want  orsevernl  more.  As  tliU  in  n  iiiuttLT  of  wi  much 
importAoae,  I  would  reapeotfulljr  call  your  atteniiou 
to  the  expediency  of  iutroduciag  wnter  into  the  city 
from  HOtno  neighboring  poiida,  which  would  he  a  grciit 
benefit  to  the  iirc  dupurtmcnl.  It  cuuUl  also  he  Used 
for  (loincslLi^  nrid  niccbunicnl  puriHwcs."  ))ut  IIiIh 
appuul  brought  no  reapuiise.  In  (klubcr,  I8T2,  the 
Albion  Lead-WorkH,  on  Wftlnut  Street,  were  wholly 
d^troyed  by  fire.  All  the  avuilable  public  resarvoin 
'  iLnd  private  ciBtertia  were  pumped  tlry,  and  iw  n  luHt 
reHorl  a  lino  of  hose  three  thouaund  flvo  buDdrod  feet 
in  length  wan  luid  to  ibe  riviT  in  order  tu  get  water 
to  jirotect  anrrounding  property. 

In  biH  report  for  1872,  Chief  Engineer  Molt  calls 
attention  to  tbin  and  other  fires,  rcnuwa  liia  nppeal  for 
more  water,  and  lippcuia  to  be  somewhat  diacournged, 
for  be  aayii,  "  lu  the  nbaence  of  any  prospect  of  water 
being  introduced  into  the  city  for  a  long  time  to 
come,  it  will  be  necessary  to  build  several  rwervoirs 
each  year." 

Mayor  Fox,  in  bis  inaugural  for  1873,  nays  that  the 
greatest  need  of  the  Are  department  \e  a  sufficient 
supply  of  water,  but  be  makes  no  suggestion  aa  to 
what  should  he  dune. 

On  the  7th  of  May,  1873,  an  extensive  fire  occurred 
on  Broadway,  in  the  building  known  as  Jones'  Athe- 
nicuni.  The  fire  was  bravely  fought,  but  ngainat  the 
heavy  odds  resulting  from   the    lack    of  snlhcient 

At  luEit  the  attention  of  the  city  guvcriimonl  Bcctus 
to  have  been  aroused,  for  on  May  Hth,  seven  days 
after  this  last  conAagration,  we  And  that  in  tlie  board 
of  aldermen  it  was  "ordered  that  the  committee  on 
fire  department  bo  requested  to  consider  and  report 
whether  any  stops  can  be  taken  to  provide  a  better 
supply  of  water  in  ciue  of  Arc."  Tills  order  wua 
received  from  the  Common  Oounuil  and  wits  adopt^^l 
in  concnrrence.  The  members  of  this  committee 
were  Aldermen  John  Holland  and  Cliurlea  H.  At- 
wood,  Councilmen  Benjamin  L.  Walker,  Henry  B. 
Harris,  and  Onios  8.  Paige,  and  they  brought  in 
their  report  July  2,  1873. 

From  this  report  it  does  not  appear  that  the  com- 
tnittee  approached  the  subject  with  any  boldness  or 
with  any  intention  of  doing  more  than  the  immediate 
needs  of  the  Are  department  seemed  to  demand. 
They  admit  in  their  report  that  a  need  of  mure  water 
ill  time  of  fire  exists,  but  conlino  theniselves  to  two 
reeommcndalionii,  namely;  finit,  that  openings  he 
made  in  the  bridges  at  Winthrop  Street  and  at  Weir 
Street,  for  the  use  of  the  Are  department;  and  sec- 
ond, that  sueb  alterations  be  made  upon  the  small 
reservoir  on  Winthrop  Street  as  will  afford  a  belter 
au]>i>ly  ;  the  expense  not  to  exceed  two  hundred  dol' 
lars,  the  same  to  he  paid  from  the  appropriation  for 
public  improvements.  These  suggestions  were  adopted 


by  the  City  Council,  and  were  carried  out  under  the 
ttirection  of  the  committee  and  the  chief  engineer  of 
tlie  Are  department. 

That  thmu  aicasurco  were  of  no  mpeciut  value  is 
ihowu  by  the  fact  th»t  in  his  report  for  IttT^i  Mr. 
Mott  again  brought  the  matl^ir  forward,  and  asked 
for  a  spcvlul  committee  to  consider  the  subject.  Ap- 
ptLruntly  no  attention  wtu  paid  tu  the  re<tuc9t,  for  we 
liud  no  reciinl  that  any  siidi  uummiltve  wat  np- 
[tointwl  during  the  year  187'1. 

But  even  now,  whun  it  appeare*!  that  nothing  bad 
Itetjii  done  tu  secure  to  Tuunliin  the  many  boneAlH  be- 
longing to  a  public  water  supply,  the  city  lia<l  un- 
wittingly taken  a  most  fortunate  ntep  toward  tlinl 
end. 

WItli  tlie  uo-operatioii  of  other  clliea  niid  town*  In 
ila  dUtrict,  [Ills  city  scut,  in  1874,  Hui).  William  U 
Lovering  to  the  State  Senate.  Mr.  Ijoyenag  was 
placed  upon  tbe  Conimitlcc  on  Drainage  am)  Water 
Supply,  and  from  tbia  vaulnge  ground  he  could  see 
clearly  the  city's  need  of  pure  and  wholesome  water. 

No  deAuitc  steps  were  taken  during  Ibe  year  187-1, 
but  Ruhse(|Uent  events  plainly  ahow  that  Sonnlur 
Lovering  returned  to  his  seat  in  1B75  with  the  Arm 
conviction  that  the  time  had  eome  when  prompt  aod 
afli;etive  measures  should  be  set  on  fiiot  to  accurv  to 
the  city  by  charter  the  riglil  to  Uke  and  hold  tlie 
walcrs  either  of  Taiinlon  llivcr,  or  of  tiomo  of  the 
noighboriug  ponds. 

We  are  now  brought  to  the  opening  of  the  year 
1S75,  and  very  soon  we  find  the  c|ueatiou  of  water  or 
no  water  ujuarely  before  the  public.  Mayor  Babhitt 
til  his  iiinugum)  mnkea  nn  muiilioii  nf  tlte  rooiI  liir 
water-works,  either  fur  lire  or  domestic  piiriHieot,  Init 
r:iiginuer  Molt,  iii  his  ro|iort  for  1374,  apeiiks  iif  the 
subject  at  greater  length  than  in  any  previous  re|>ort, 
nod  intiinutea  that  he  has  received  suggeatiuus  and 
cnciniragcmenl  from  several  uiti;(oiis  us  to  wnys  and 
Kiciins.  For  the  first  time  the  Muuiui|>iLl  llimnl  »f 
]  lealLh  >»mua  to  rvali^-.e  lliat  the  i|ui<»lion  hiis  wnne 
interest  from  its  point  of  vicw,uud  auys  in  ilii  rejHirt, 
"  the  expediency  of  introducing  water  for  the  purpose 
iifAushiiig  drains  of  the  city  is  impressing  its  imfiurt- 
nnce  on  the  Board  of  Health  from  tbe  frei]tiettcy  of 
the  complaints  of  nuisances  resulting  from  llieir  filthy 
condition." 

From  tills  time  on  Ibe  history  of  the  movemi-iit  in 
its  various  stages  is  fairly  told  in  the  columns  of  the 
Daily  OatriU.  In  this  journal  for  Jan.  11,  1875,  we 
find  an  anonymous'  article  urging  the  adaption  of  a 
aystem  of  water- work  a,  and  outlining  u  p)nn  which  is 
evidently  based  upon  tbe  Holly  system  of  direct 
pumping,  and  which  selects  the  Middleborongh  ponds 
OS  the  location  for  the  puin ping-station. 

On  the  16tb  of  February  there  appeared  in  the 
suuic  columns  a  vigorous  article  from  the  |>eu  of  Sen- 
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ator  Lovering.  In  exact  and  forcible  language  he 
calls  attention  to  the  city's  needs,  declares  that  the 
investigations  made  by  other  cities  and  towns  have 
shown  the  uncertainty  which  exists  as  to  the  purity 
of  well-water  in  thickly-settled  communities,  and 
pointe<lly  asks  if  Taunton  can  suppose  that  it  is  any 
more  fortunate  in  this  respect  than  other  places.  He 
says  further  that  the  city  should  lose  no  time  in  se- 
curing the  right  to  the  Middlcbo rough  ponds  or  Taun- 
ton River,  and  believes  that  as  posterity  is  to  reap  so 
large  a  share  of  the  benefits  of  the  plan,  that  it  should 
share  the  expense,  and  therefore  reccnnnicnds  the  issu- 
ing of  thirty-year  hontls  and  the  creation  of  a  sink- 
ing fund  to  provide  for  their  payment  at  maturity. 

Public  attention  had  now  l>ecn  called  to  the  matter, 
and  n  petition  for  a  preliminary  survey,  headed  by 
Senator  I  covering,  was  mxm  in  circulation.  J  Ion. 
Edmund  Baylies  gave  evidence  of  his  wise  public 
spirit  by  his  interest  in  the  scheme,  nnd  wrote  to  Mr 
Jiovering,  expressing  his  readincHM  to  bear  his  share 
of  the  expense  of  such  a  survey.  The  petition  found 
ready  signers  among  the  leading  manufacturers  and 
property-owners,  and  was  presented  to  the  Common 
Council  at  its  meeting,  March  3,  1875,  and  on  the 
same  evening  there  was  presented  in  the  Hoard  of 
Aldermen  an  order  directing  the  appointment  of  a 
joint  special  committee,  **  with  instructions  to  ascer- 
tain from  what  ponds  or  other  sources  in  the  city  or 
vicinity  a  suflicient  supply  of  pure  water  to  meet  the 
present  and  future  wants  of  the  city  can  be  obtained, 
and  that  the  committee  be  authorized  to  have  such 
surveys  and  estimates  made  as  will  furnish  full  and 
reliable  datji  relating  to  the  sources  of  supply  and  the 
cost  of  constructing  the  necessary  works,  and  report 
the  same  in  print  to  the  City  Council." 

Before  its  final  pnssage,  on  March  17th,  the  order 
received  two  amendments,  one  authorizing  the  com- 
mittee to-expend  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars,  the 
other  fixing  the  number  of  the  committee  at  eight, — 
three  ahlermen  and  five  council  men.  liy  this  arrange- 
ment each  ward  in  the  city  secured  a  representative, 
and  the  committee  consisted  of  Aldermen  Henry  8. 
Harris,  Onias  S.  Paige,  N.  S.  Williams,  and  Council- 
men  Kverett  J).  Godfrey,  George  P.  King,  Charles  P. 
White,  Zephaniah  Hodges,  and  Thomas  Lench. 

To  get  a  committee  appointed  from  the  City  Coun- 
cil is  no  difiicuU  matter,  but  the  attempt  to  secure  an 
appropriation  for  a  new  scheme  is  generally  consid- 
ered a  severe  test  of  the  strength  of  the  movement. 

'JMie  friends  of  water  were  jubilant,  and  proceeded 
at  once  to  make  the  most  of  the  opportunitias  given 
them.  New  naniQS  were  added  almost  daily  to  the 
list  of  those  who  supported  the  scheme,  but  from  the 
time  of  his  appointment  no  one  was  more  active  and 
earnest  in  the  work  of  pushing  forward  the  project 
tlinn  Henry  8.  Harris,  the  chairman  of  the  joint  spe- 
cial committee. 

News  of  the  project  h^J  g^t  abroad  by  this  time, 
and  representntires  of  p%^.  i^uilders  began  to  make 


their  appearance  in  the  city.  The  following  item  in 
the  Gazette  of  March  16th  indicates  the  condition  of 
the  public  mind:  ''The  city  is  thoroughly  waked  up 
on  the  water  supply  question,  and  evei;ywhere  it  is 
the  topic  of  conversation.  Advocates  of  river  water 
and  upholders  of  pond  water  meet  in  dire  wordy  bat- 
tles on  all  possible  occasions,  and  all  the  arguments 
that  can  be  begged,  borrowed,  or  stolen  are  duly  ven- 
tilated in  season  and  out  of  season.  If  the  agitation 
brings  us  in  the  fluid  no  one  will  be  sorry." 

Chairman  Harris  and  his  committee  found  plenty 
to  do.  They  ])reparcd  a  series  of  questions,  which 
W21S  sent  to  a  largo  number  of  cities  and  towns  then 
supplied  with  water.  It  would  seem  that  the  com- 
mittee were  already  favorably  impressed  with  the 
idea  of  dispensing  with  a  reservoir,  for  many  of  these 
(picstions  bore  directly  upon  the  merits  and  defects  of 
the  so-called  Holly  system  of  direct  pumping.  They 
began  an  examination  by  chemical  analysis  of  the 
waters  of  Taunton  River,  of  Elder's  and  other  ponds 
in  Lakeville,  and  of  wells  in  various  portions  of  the 
citv.  The  banks  of  the  river  were  examined  to  dis- 
cover  their  value  for  the  construction  of  filter-beds, 
levels  were  taken  of  the  most  important  points  in  the 
city  and  vicinity,  and  the  preparation  of  a  water  act, 
which  the  Legislature  was  to  be  asked  to  enact,  was 
begun. 

The  chemical  analyses  were  made  by  Professor 
William  Eipley  Nichols,  the  leveling  was  done  by 
Engineers  Montgomery  and  Blake,  and  in  the  prepa- 
ration of  the  Water  Act  the  services  of  Senator  Lover- 
ing  were  invaluable. 

At  its  meeting  April  7tli  the  City  Council  authorized 
the  mayor  to  petition  the  General  Court  for  the  pass- 
age of  the  Water  Act  and  for  permission  to  issue 
twenty-year  bonds  to  the  amount  of  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars.  An  act  granting  both  of  these  re- 
quests was  approved  May  19,  1875.  The  right  to  the 
Middleborough  ponds  was  not  obtained  without  some 
opposition  from  Lakeville,  Middleborough,  and  New 
Bedford,  and  an  examination  of  sections  1  and  10  of 
the  Water  Act  will  show  that  certain  conditions  were 
afilxed  to  the  privileges  accorded  to  Taunton. 

On  the  7th  of  July  the  joint  special  committee 
made  its  report,  which  was  received  by  the  City 
Council  in  joint  convention,  and  one  thousand  copies 
were  afterwards  ordered  printed.  This  report  is  much 
too  long  to  be  quoted  here,  and  its  principal  points 
can  only  be  named.  As  to  the  quantity  of  water  re- 
quired, the  committee  say  that  though  the  present 
actual  need  is  nine  hundred  thousand  gallons,  they 
cannot  *'  recommend  any  source  which  would  not  at 
any  time  supply  twice  that  amount,  or,  in  round  num- 
bers, say  two  million  gallons  in  twenty-four  hours,'' 
and  for  a  source  of  supply  they  are  evidently,  though 
cautiously,  inclined  to  favor  Taunton  River.  A  report 
from  Professor  Nichols  is  included  in  the  committee's 
report,  giving  the  results  of  his  examination  of  the 
samples  of  water  submitted  to  him,  and  Percy  M. 
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Blake,  C.E.,  preseiilH  cerUiin  plans  and  Mtlinntes 
with  nn  nccoaipnuying  map.  Did  ttpiice  iwrinit,  it 
would  be  intereiitiiij;  to  coinpnrB  the  iiuluiil  Rgurta 
with  the  cnviiiiicu.'u'ii  (iihle,  sliiiwiii);  tliu  (wLiiiiiilMl 
i^ceiptu  from  water  ratea.  We  iiiuat  content  our- 
selves with  quoting  their  estimate  ol*  the  <tir<rct  annua) 
income  of  iil6,52'J,  anil  Haying  that  lliww  figiircB  woro 
TeuliKed  in  1S78.  Tliu  followiiiK  uBliinntoa  Tor  varioiu 
plftna  were  prcioiileU ;  Total  cunt  of  renorvoir  plan, 
ti79,770:i'J;  total  cuHt  of  ttlnixl-iiipu  plan, tu<l>0,850.40; 
total  cost  of  Holly  plan,  I24!),T3U;  and  the  rupui-t 
closea  with  n  lettor  fro[ii  the  Bangor  Walec  Ooiiiuiittee 
giving  their  concluBions  as  to  tlie  buot  tnetliodx  of 
■applying  citiea  with  water. 

The  recommondatiuns  of  the  joint  special  com- 
mittee nre  in  aulmtance  that  llic  river  HtihciiiD,  by 
direct  pumping,  is  the  mast  advantageous  fur  the  city, 
that  the  preeent  in  a  most  favorable  (iine  to  contract 
for  the  building  of  (lie  work,  owing  to  the  low  price 
of  iron  and  of  labor,  and  they  "earnestly  liope  that 
the  time  is  uot  far  away  when  we  shall  all  rejoice  in 

During  the  month  of  July,  Engineer  Uliiko  had  on 
exhibition  at  the  City  Hall  and  in  a  room  in  Jones' 
Block,  Broadway,  apparatus  for  filtering  wattr  taken 
from  Taunton  River.  These  exhibitions  served  to 
keep  alive  popular  interestin  the  subject,  and  showed 
that  good  results  might  be  obtained  by  artificial  nitra- 
tion of  water  taken  directly  from  the  river.  At  its 
meeting  of  Aug.  4,  1876,  there  was  laid  before  the 
City  Council  a  petition  signed  hy  Hon.  Edmund  H. 
Bennett  and  many  others  asking  the  Council  to  cause 
warrants  I'nr  ward  meeting;*  to  Ik:  issued,  at  which  Ihu 
citiisens  should,  by  tlieir  votes,  accept  or  reject  llie 
water  act  passed  by  the  Legislature.  Warrants  were 
accordingly  issuc<l  for  Tuesduy,  Sept.  21,  ItJ75. 

The  friends  of  water  made  systematic  eflbrla  to 
secure  a  full  vote.  Two  preliminary  business  meet- 
ings were  held  in  Bank  Hull  September  10th  and  Utii. 
Rallying  conimittecH  were  up|>oiutcd  in  each  ward, 
And  arrangements  were  made  for  a  mass  meeting  in 
Music  Hall  on  the  evening  preceding  the  day  of 
election.  This  meeting  was  largo  and  enthusiastic. 
Hon.  Wm.  C.  Ijovering  presided,  and  the  National 
Band,  from  its  station  in  the  gallery,  enlivcnul  the 
scene  with  strains  of  music.  The  speakers  were  Mr.  J. 
A.  Richardson,  of  the  Holly  Company,  James  Brown, 
Esq.,  Hon.  E.  H.  Bennett,  Dr,  Joseph  Murphy,  Hon. 


Harrison  Tweed,  and  T 
Holly  Company. 

On  the  following  day  this  question  was 
by  the  citizens  at  the  polls,  "  Shall  the  act 
the  city  of  Taunton  with  pure  water  be  h 
and  in  this  manner; 
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to  supply 
copied?" 


a  surprise  to  even  the  friends  of  the 
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An  wa«  tu  be  expected,  the  uppodtloR'* 
CHine  mainly  IVoui  tlic  iiuUidu  wards,  fur  Ilio  gmilcst 
l>enelits  of  Uio  proposed  Hchcinc  would  uot  imme- 
diately he  foil  by  rCHidunts  in  Lhowj  wurdii. 

Ill  Boartl  of  Aldermen,  ()ctiiLer  Uth,  the  joint 
special  cummiltee  wore  Instructed  lu  continue  their 
iiivuBligalloiiH,  to  make  dulinite  rccnnimondniiomi  ns 
lu  ivheru  and  how  the  water  was  to  lie  uhtaincd,  to 
decide  n|H)n  lliu  nr«a  over  which  tliu  pijKM  «li«uld  at 
lirul  he  laid,  and  to  prixenl  >»limut(»  of  ihit  wxl  iif 
euustrnction,  and  In  this  order  the  OumuioD  Council 
uuncurre<l. 

Tn  a  resolve  authorising  a  water  loan  of  two  hun- 
dred thniiiiand  dollars,  which  was  iutr<Hhiuotl  at  Ibii 
meeting,  tlio  Clominon  Uounuii  did  not  concur,  Mud  in 
tliu  Donrd  of  Aldcrmou  It  was  luuaied  only  1>)'  llio  test- 
ing vule  of  Mayor  Babbitl.  U|>oii  this  oniue  oveuiitg, 
however,  tht>  City  Council  in  joint  convention  eliictcd 
Marcus  M.  Rhodes,  I'arley  I.  Perrin,  ami  Henry  S. 
Harris  as  water  commisaionera  for  periods  of  uno, 
two,  and  three  years,  respectively,  from  January, 
1S7Q.  To  aid  them  in  obtaining  the  informHlion  tti- 
quircd  by  (ho  City  Council,  certain  meinbcni  of  tiie 
joint  special  committee  visited,  in  comjuitiy  witti 
Commissi  oners- elect  I'errin  and  Rhndcs,  scvernl  citiw 
and  luwus  where  water  had  been  introduccil,  and  la 
the  month  of  December  they  made  their  final  rc|MirL' 
This  report,  though  shorter  than  that  of  July  7ih,  If 
too  long  for  quotation,  but  in  it  we  Hnd  Uto  folluwiiig 
(■lings  reconimended;  u  liltor-Ued  at  shallow  wvteron 
(lie  nortlierty  side  of  TaunUm  River;  u  twcnly-four- 
iiich  conduit  leading  therefrom  to  ilie  pump- well  M 
(l»>  iiumping-sUtiuH ;  tint  pHiupiuKiiUllun  tti  ^i*"^! 
located  on  the  lot  In-'longing  to  b^heucKcr  Hull,  on  ^T 
IJuun  Street,  near  the  old  wharf^  A  distributing 
systuin  consisting  of  a  twenty-inch  furuu-niain  tu 
City  Square,  with  twelve-,  ten-,  and  eight-inch 
hraiicbes  at  that  point  to  diU'urent  portiniin  iif  Die 
city,  and  enough  smaller  pipe  to  make  a  liitiil  length 
of  about  twenty-four  niili!s,  with  one  liundreil  anil 
eighty  hydrantii  and  seventy-live  gatvs.  The  stuud- 
pipe  and  reservoir  plans  are  put  one  side,  and  the 
direct- pumping  system  is  empbatJcally  declared  to  bs 
the  bent  suited  to  (he  ci(y's  needs  and  eircunislance^ 
The  total  itohI  is  placed  at  two  hundr^l  and  fiirty-Bve 
thousand  dollars.  The  committee  wish  it  distinctly 
undi'rbtood  that  they  do  not  advocate  any  particular 
kind  of  ^lumping-macbiiiery,  and  name  IheWurlh- 
iiiglon,  llie  Holly,  or  the  Fbindent  piim)i  iw  liojiig 
then  iu  use  in  direct-pumping  systems. 

Things  BO  far  had  in  the  main  gone  welt  with  the 
friunils  of  the  water-works  project, .but  thero  was  one 
serious  obstacle  which  must  be  removed  or  conquered 
in  some  way.  The  public  statutes  regulating  muni- 
cipal iudehtednesa  required  a  two-lliirds  vote  of  the 
City  Council  to  authorise  the  issue  of  a  water  loan. 
The  failure  to  get  from  the  City  Council  nf  187S  a 
two-lliirds  vote  in  favor  of  a  resolution  uuthorixing  a 
water  loan  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  showed 
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thnt  the  Uink  of  conquering  the  opposition  was  to  be 
aftcrions  one ;  the  friends  of  tlic  measure,  therefore,  set 
:it  work  to  remove  Mie  filisUicle  hy  iliroct  application 
to  the  General  Court. 

80  well  did  tliey  succeed  in  their  endeavors  that  by 
Feb.  28,  187G,  they  had  secured  the  passage  of  an  act 
which  permits  any  city  which  has  accepted  a  water 
act  by  a  two-thirds  popular  vote  to  contract  debts  and 
issue  bonds  for  the  purposes  named  in  said  act  by  a 
vote  of  the  majority  of  the  members  of  each  branch 
of  the  City  Council.  To  the  untiring  efforts  of  Hon. 
William  C.  Ijovering  the  prompt  passage  of  this  act 
was  mainly  due,  and  a  most  important  step  it  was  in 
the  history  of  the  project,  for  had  the  City  Council  of 
187()  failed,  as  did  that  of  1875,  to  authorisw?  a  water 
loan,  the  success  of  the  scheme  would  have  been  in- 
dee<l  doubtful.  Happily  for  Taunton,  however,  a 
serious  obstacle  to  its  progress  had  been  removed,  and 
on  March  1,  1876,  the  Hoard  of  Aldermen  by  a  vote  of 
five  lo  three  psiMsecl  a  rosolution  authori/.iiig  a  two 
hundred  thousand  dollars  loan,  and  two  weeks  later 
the  same  resolution  received  in  the  Common  Council 
a  vote  of  sixteen  in  its  favor  to  seven  against  it. 

It  will  be  noted  that  this  loan  was  not  suflicient  to 
permit  the  city  to  enter  upon  the  construction  of 
works  as  exten»ive  as  those  suggested  by  the  joint 
special  committee  in  their  report  of  December,  1875. 

The  work  was  now  fairly  in  the  hands  of  the 
AVater  Commissioners,  and  with  the  passage  of  the 
$200,000  appropriation  by  the  City  Council  their 
duties  really  began.  After  some  deliberation  the 
services  of  Mr.  George  H.^  Bishop,  of  Middletown, 
Conn.,  were  secured  as  consulting  engineer.  With 
his  assistance  the  commissioners  entered  upon  the 
work  of  preparing  plans  which  could  bo  executed 
for  the  sum  placed  at  their  disposal,  and  by  April 
24th  they  were  prepared  to  advertise  for  proposals 
for  furnishing  and  laying  the  main  pipe  and  distri- 
bution and  for  the  engines  and  pumping-machinery. 

These  plans  included  nn  open  filter  basin  lying  in 
the  land  of  Alexander  H.  Williams,  on  the  southerly 
side  of  Taunton  River,  and  separated  therefrom  by 
about  one  hundred  feet  of  the  natural  bank.  The 
length  of  this  basin  as  finally  constructed  is  four 
hundred  feet,  its  width  at  the  top  one  hundred  feet, 
an<l  at  the  bottom  seventeen  feet,  and  its  depth 
twenty-three  feet.  It  was  expected  that  the  river 
water  would  filter  through  the  natural  bank  into  this 
basin  to  the  amount  of  1,500,000  gallons  per  day. 
This  basin  (»r  canal  is  connected  with  the  pump-well 
located  under  the  engine-house  by  a  thirty-six-inch 
conduit,  having  the  usual  arrangement  of  screens 
and  gates.  In  addition  to  this  a  thirty-inch  wrought- 
iron  pipe  extends  from  the  pump-well  directly  into 
the  river,  terminating  in  a  double  crib,  built  of  two- 
inch  pinnk.  This  end  of  the  pipe  is  eight  feet  below 
mean  low  water  in  the  river,  and  the  space  between 
the  outer  and  inner  crib  is  filled  with  small  broken 
stone,  but  this  pipe  is  for  use  in  emergency  only. 


The  engine-  and  boiler-house  and  the  chimney  are 
of  brick  with  granite  underpinning,  and  the  chimney 
is  one  hundred  feet  in  height. 

There  are  three  boilers  sixty  inches  in  diameter 
and  sixteen  feet  long,  and  each  contains  fi fly- four 
flues  three  and  three-quarter  inches  in  diameter. 

At  the  appointed  time  the  proposals  offered  were 
opened  and  the  several  propositions  examined.  It 
was  then  decided  to  be  for  the  interest  of  the  city  to 
divide  the  whole  work  into  two  contracts,  the  one  to 
embrace  the  entire  distributing  system,  including  hy- 
drants and  gates  laid  and  complete  in  the  ground, 
the  other  to  include  the  filter-basin,  the  engine-  and 
boiler-house  as  described  above,  together  with  the 
engines  and  pumping-machinery,  with  all  the  neces- 
sary fixtures  to  make  the  same  complete. 

The  proposition  of  R.  D.  Wood  &  Co.,  of  Phila- 
delphia, to  construct  the  distributing  system  accord- 
ing to  the  specifications, and  guaranteed  to  stand  a  test 
pressure  of  two  hundred  pounds  to  the  square  iiich,  for 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-four  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  was  the  lowest  bid, 
and  was  accepted.  The  other  contract,  which  in- 
cluded the  pumping-stAtion  in  all  its  details,  was  given 
to  the  Holly  Manufacturing  Company,  of  Lockport, 
N.  Y.,  for  the  sum  of  sixty-two  thousand  dollars. 

These  two  contracts  were  awarded,  with  the  concur- 
rence of  the  City  Council,  on  the  10th  day  of  May, 
1876. 

Ground  was  broken  for  the  filter-basin  May  15th, 
and  immediately  afterwards  the  excavations  were 
begun  for  the  foundations  of  the  engine,  boiler-house, 
and  stack. 

Pipe-laying  was  begun  July  10th,  on  Alder  Street, 
by  Mr.  Chappell,  on  the  part  of  R.  D.  Wood  k,  Co., 
and  was  completed  on  the  9th  of  October  following. 
The  engine  and  pumps,  with  all  their  appurtenances, 
were  completed  on  the  30th  of  November,  and  a  pub- 
lic trial  was  had  on  the  2d  day  of  December. 

As  before  state<l,  the  appropriation  of  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars  required  a  modification  in  the  plans 
suggested  by  the  committee  in  their  report  of  Decem- 
ber, 1875.  The  necessary  reduction  was  effected  by 
cutting  down  the  amount  of  main  pipe  from  twenty- 
four  miles  to  sixteen,  and  by  changing  a  portion  of 
the  twenty-inch  main  tosixteen-inch.  As  completed 
October  9th  the  distributing  system  included  the  fol- 
lowing territory :  '^he  twenty-inch  force-main,  start- 
ing from  the  pum ping-station,  followed  the  southerly 
bank  of  the  river  to  a  point  opposite  Dean's  Wharf, 
here  it  crossed  the  river  on  the  bottom  to  Dean  Street, 
and  continued  in  an  unbroken  line  to  the  junction  of 
Spring  Street  at  the  rear  of  the  church  green.  At 
this  point  the  main  line  was  reduced  to  sixteen  inches, 
and  an  eight-inch  branch  was  carried  along  Spring 
Street.  The  sixteen-inch  became  twelve-inch  at  the 
corner  of  Weir  Street  and  City  Square,  and  the 
twelve-inch  was  reduced  to  ten-inch  at  the  corner  of 
Cohannet  and  High  Streets. 


From  City  Squnre  eight-inch  tiiics  reuclicd  mtt  tiurlli 
and  soutU  to  WliiUontun  and  the  Weir,  niiJ  suli-niaiiiB 
covered  in  lurge  purt  tlie  territory  bouiiilcd  on  tlio 
nortli  by  Wtiitteiitoii  Street,  on  ttie  east  by  Uciiou  mid 
Summer  Streets,  on  tbe  aoutb  by  Beconil  Street,  uiiil 
uD  the  west  by  Pine  Street. 

'Die  public  trial  o(  tliu  works,  wliidi  wius  niiiilo  Du- 
cembi:r  2(1,  wan  an  uufjuulificd  suixaki,  tind  tliu  men 
wliu  "  liud  ulwnyu  Huiil  that  a  nyutcm  of  water- work  a 
woulil  be  u  good  tiling  for  Tuuulou"  were  out  in  full 
force.  During  tbe  furcnoan  three  struania  at  tlie  Woir 
and  three  ut  WhitlentJtn  were  thrown  siniultancDniily 
in  order  to  show  the  ability  of  the  worku  to  oover  fire* 
at  two  widely  sepnrated  points  al  once.  The  prinul- 
pal  display  begun  nt  1.30  I'.u.,  when  six  one-i»uh 
Btrenma  were  tlirowa  Troui  liydrunln  on  Cily  S<)kiare. 
The  number  of  streums  wit«  aflerwnrda  iiicreatied  in 
aaHwcr  to  uignnls  given  on  tlie  lire  bell,  until  nt  two 
o'elock  Rflecii  one-indi  ttreania  were  deluging  tliut 
part  of  the  dty  esteniling  along  Main  Street  fniin 
Cedar  Street  to  the  jnncliga  of  Winllirop  and  Colinn- 
net  Streets.  Later  in  tlie  afternoon  a  single  three- 
inch  stream  was  thrown  from  a  sfiociid  connection  on 
tlie  sixteen-iueh  main  at  the  liberty  pole.  The  day 
wax  u  cold  one,  tbe  mercury  showing  only  eight  de- 
grees above  xeto  early  in  tlie  morning,  and  ullcr  the 
trial  tlie  Htreets  looked  aa  if  tlinre  hud  been  a.  heavy 
snow-fall,  and  tbebuildiugooii  whiuii  lliestrcaniBhad 
been  thrown  as  if  tliey  had  passed  through  u  aeuund 
flood.  The  total  coiit  of  the  works  as  they  stood  on 
thiH  day  of  the  public  trial  whb  (203,»»G.«3. 

The  loan  of  t'2()0,OW  bad  been  iiegotiiite<:l  on  such 
favorable  tcrmn  iia  to  uuinuiuad  a  premium  of  over 
t20,00U,  HO  tinit  with  the  works  completed  there  waa 
a  balance  in  the  city  treasury  of  tl(J,OlH>.  And  now 
in  conclufiiiin  let  us  slate  as  briefly  as  poiwible  the 
condition  of  tbe  works  nllcr  seven  years  of  growth 
and  extension.  The  original  (ilter-baBin  or  canal  did 
not  meet  the  expectations  of  its  ]>rojei:tors  in  the 
aiiKJiint  of  water  which  it  could  furnish,  and  in  IKHO 
an  nildilionul  source  of  supply  wau  oj>cned  by  the 
Ml  underground  Hlter  conduit,  h^n- 
r  Hilltop  was  recalled  to  give  advice  and  auitcr- 
Icncu  in  tbia  work.  Thisi  conduit,  its  furm  and 
I,  U  fully  described  in  the  lifth  aauual  re- 
port of  tlie  water  commissi  oners.  It  ia  of  briuk,  egg- 
abaped  in  section,  live  feet  two  inches  in  height,  aud 
four  feet  in  ile  largest  tranaveiae  djameter.  It  enters 
the  original  liltcr-busin  at  the  northeast  corner,  and 
follnwa  the  bank  of  the  river  up  stream  fur  a  distance 
of  eight  hundred  and  sixty-three  feet.  The  cuniiniA- 
siouers  instructed  Engineer  Bialiop  to  build  this  con- 
duit ns  near  the  river  as  safety  would  permit,  so  that 
as  large  a  supply  as  possible  might  be  received  from 
tills  source,  and  accordingly  the  bank  separating  tlie 
river  and  conduit  is  nowhere  more  than  thirty  or  forty 
feet  in  thickness.  The  cost  of  this  extension  was 
$15,512.23,  and  the  supply,  both  in  quality  and  quan- 
tity, gives  abundant  satisfaction.     In  the  year  1877 


ttcvcn  miles  of  pipi*,  mostly  six-  aud  fonr-iiich,  w«r* 
iHid.  In  1880  a  second  force  main  of  twolve-itich  and 
ten-inch  pipe  was  brought  from  the  pumping  station 
into  the  city  by  wiiy  of  Williams  and  County  Street«, 
crossing  tlie  river  on  the  Neck  o'  l..aiid  llridge,  aud  iu 
1882  tlie  village  of  Wostville  was  supplied  ilirough 
auoiglit-indi  main  ahing  the  line  of  ('Hthuniivl  Street. 
And  linally  from  the  seventh  annual  re|Hirt  of  the 
conimiNiioncrs  wo  luuru  that  the  iiriginul  sixicuti  milati^_ 
of  (lipo  hiu  inurcuMid  to  forty-two  mile*,  llml  tltt!i9,^| 
are  in  llio  dty  3ll7  hydrants  and  238  gnliM,  ilutl  Ifar^ 
number  of  private  serviees  taken  from  Ihu  mnina  U 
2W)2,  tttat  lltere  are  in  use  401  ineteni,  and  that  Ihe 
water  rates  for  tlie  year  1R62  brought  into  the  deimrt- 
uenl  t2ti,0G4.32,  exclusive  nf  liydraut  service,  which 
amounts  to  19330  more,  and  that  the  total  coat  is  act 
down  HH  »422,324,UC  The  wiiji^t  enthusiast  of  IS7S 
did  not  dream  of  such  a  growth. 

The  ollicers  of  the  wulur  department  have  Ikwh 
uliaiigud  to  some  extent  since  the  bcginiiiug.     >lf  (lie 
original  com  mission  ere.  Parley  1.  Perriu  Is  the  only 
one  now.  in  olSce,  April,  16S3.    At  the  eouclHsion  of 
liis  torm  in   1871),  Cnnniissioner   M.  M.  Itliixlv*  do- 
cliuetl  a  ro-elcvtiou,  ami  was  suueccded  by  Mr.  lloury 
M.  Iiovurijig,  who  still  holds  tlio|Huiiiun.   Ou  titoltillt 
of  March,  IK&I,  Uoniinissioner  Uurria  was  rcnuivwd  bj.  ^^ 
death,  and  his  place  wiw  lillcd  by  Uie  uki-UunorSitaB.^f 
U.  I'rusbruy,  At.  U.,  whoso  Utiii  expUua  with  Uiu  yeU^H 
1884.     In  Ocloher,  187l>,  Mr.  II.  Frank  Itassett  WM    * 
elect«(l  clerk  of  the  board,  and  aerved  with  fidelity 
and  ability  in  tliiil  capacity  uutil  July,  1879,  wlioo 
lie  resigned  to  engage  iu  a,  maunlikcturing  enlor]>riiW 
at  Applotun,  Wis,    The  uUice  of  dork  tlins  niMta  9 
vacant  was  filled  by  the  election  of  William  .It.  IHl- 
lings.   The  water  coniinisBioners  at  a  regular  meeting 
hdd  Feb.  24,  188^,  voted  to  appoint  lir.  Itillinga  as 
superintendent  of   tlie  works,  and   this   choice   woe 
formally  ralilied  by  the   lioard  of  Aldermen  at  ila 
meeting  March  7th,  and  by  the  Common  Council  at 
ils  meeting  March  12lh. 

Tauuton  Lunatic  HoEpital,  the  sucond  Stiiiu  hns- 
pitiil  for  tbe  insane  in  the  couinionweidth,  was  built 
uiulur  an  act  of  thu  Legislature  uppnived  May  2J, 
ixril,  thu  Klatu  lip  propria  ting  liir  thu  pur|inau  the  aiitM 
of  one  hundred  thousand  dullara,  and  at  subsotiuvut 
)i«riods  before  its  occupation  ninety  tliou&uuil  dollars. 
The  commissioners  apjiointed  to  carry  out  the  inten- 
tion of  tbe  Legislature  wore  Ueorgc  N.  Hriggs,  Jamen 
D.  TliompHoii,  and  .lidin  W.  (iravt».  Alter  a  careful 
uxaniinatiim  of  several  places  it  waa  dueiikil  to  Im-alc 
the  hospital  in  what  was  then  tbe  town  of  Tuuiituu. 
Ity  a  vote  of  the  inliabitants  of  the  town,  and  by  vol- 
untary contributions  of  its  citixens,  the  sum  of  thir- 
teen thoiiuind  dollars  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  Ihe 
commissioners  for  the  purchase  of  the  valuable  and 
beautiful  site  upon  which  it  was  erected.  Many  of  the 
leading  citizens  of  Taunton  took  an  active  interest  in 
its  establislinient  and  location,  chief  amoug  whom 
were  Governor  Marcus  Morton  and  tbe  late  Samuel 
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€.  Crocker,  ilie  former  being  chairman  of  the  firBt 
board  of  inmtees,  and  tlie  latter  a  trustee  at  the  time 
of  his  death.  Tlio  tract  of  land  on  which  tlie  hospital 
stands  contains  about  one  hundred  and  tliirty-four 
acres,  and  is  exceedingly  ireil  adapted  to  the  purposes 
of  such  an  institution.  The  grounds  extend  in  a 
southerly  direction  from  the  buildings.  The  site  has 
many  natural  aiWantages.  A  beautiftil  grove  of  more 
than  sixty  acres  lies  in  front  of  the  hospital^  through 
whicii  the  avenue  approaclies  the  buildings.  It  adds 
much  beauty  to  the  landscape,  and  aflbrds  an  agree- 
able shade  to  the  patients  Uirough  Uie  wann  season. 
In  addition  to  the  natural  advantages  of  the  locatioUi 
much  has  been  done  to  improve  and  embellish  it,  and 
at  the  present  time  it  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful 
8|>ots  in  Taunton.  In  July,  1853,  the  first  board  of 
trustees  wasapimintcd,  and  in  October  of  that  year  the 
first  superintendent,  Dr.  George  8.  C.  Clioat.  The 
buildings  and  property  were  delivered  into  the  hands 
of  the  trustees  by  tlio  conimiKsioncrs  Fob.  2, 1854,  and 
in  tlie  month  of  April  following  the  hospital  was 
o|)ened  for  the  reception  of  patients.  Since  that 
time,  during  the  twenty-nine  years  of  its  existence, 
more  than  eight  thousand  patients  have  been  received 
and  treated  within  its  wards  for  their  various  mental 
diseases. 

The  hospital  ih  situated  on  a  gentle  eminence  at  the 
extreme  northerly  part  of  the  farm,  and  ab(mt  one 
mile  from  the  Green  or  buHincKs  ]mrtion  of  tlie  city. 
It  is  built  of  brick,  three  stories  high.  The  building 
fronts  south  or  a  little  west  of  south,  and  originally 
consisted  of  a  central  building  and  two  wings  on  eitiier 
side.  The  centre  building  is  fifty-five  feet  in  width, 
and  pnijccrts  in  front  about  filly  feet  from  the  wings. 
In  this  are  the  medical  and  business  oflicos,  rcccption- 
rocmis,  dispensary,  apartments  for  the  superintendent 
and  his  family  and  the  other  officers.  It  is  surmounted 
by  a  dome  which  rises  seventy  feet  above  the  roof, 
from  which  may  be  seen  views  of  the  surrounding 
country  of  great  beauty.  In  the  rear  centre  building 
on  the  first  floor  are  the  kitchen,  bakery,  store-rooms, 
and  dining-rooms  for  the  employes;  on  the  second 
floor  the  chapel,  library,  work-rooms,  and  store-rooms 
for  dry-goods ;  tliird  story  containing  dormitoriea  for 
tlic  employ^. 

In  the  years  1878  and  1874,  during  the  superin- 
tendency  of  Dr.  W.  W.  Oodding,  the  hospital  was 
enlarged  by  building  two  new  wings,  extending  one 
hundred  and  thirtyrthreo  feet  east,  and  the  same  dis- 
tance west  fnim  the  extreme  limit  of  tlio  old  building, 
making  the  whole  extent  of  the  conipletetl  building 
in  a  right  line  six  hundred  and  thirty-eight  feet.  The 
new  wards  are  very  light,  airy,  and  cheerful,  with 
beautiful  landscape  views  from  the  windows  and  ver- 
anda*. Since  the  building  of  the  new  wings  very 
material  changes  have  been  made  in  the  older  por- 
tions of  the  hospital,  some  of  the  wards  having  been 
almost  entirely  rebuilt,  which  have  rendered  them 
more  cheerful  and  pleasant,  more  light  having  been 


introduced  hj  increasing  the  number  and  aiie  of  the 
wiodowa,  and  tlie  ventllaticm  has  been  much  im- 
proved. As  originally  oonatructed  the  hoapltal  was 
designed  to  aooommodate  two  hundred  and  fifty 
patients,  but  by  the  addition  of  the  new  wings  its 
capacity  has  been  increased  to  five  h&ndred  and  fifty. 

There  are  at  present  nine  wards  for  each  aez^  the 
patients  being  classified  according  to  their  mental 
state  rather  than  social  podtloni  or  the  rate  of  board 
per  week»  Each  ward  or  hall  consists  of  a  corridor 
with  rooms  on  either  side,  which  are  occupied  by  the 
patients  as  sleeping^rooms,  most  of  the  patients  being 
on  the  wards  by  day.  The  corridon  are  very  light  and 
pleasant,  the  light  being  admitted  fkom  one  or  both 
ends,  while  some  of  tlie  halls  have  besidea  large  bay 
windows.  Connected  with  each  ward  is  a  dining-room, 
a  wash-room  witli  set  wash-baslna,  a  bath-room,  and 
water-closet  The  food  is  cooked  In  one  centre 
kitchen,  and  taken  in  cars  through  the  basement, 
and  lifted  to  the  several  dining-rooma  Iqr  elevators. 

The  out-buildinga  conshit  of  a  bam  of  ample  ca- 
pacity for  twenty  cowa  and  aiz  oxen,  a  pinery,  a 
shed  for  storing  farming  utenalla,  a  stable,  a  carriage- 
bouse,  a  laundry  building,  carpenter-  and  machine- 
shop,  boiler-house,  ooal-houae  and  bowling-alley. 
All  except  the  piggery,  shed,  and  bowling-alley  are 
built  of  brick  and  in  Uie  most  substantial  manner, 
the  carriage-house  having  been  enlatged  and  coal- 
house  rebuilt  in  1880.  The  present  laundry  building 
was  erected  in  1878,  the  State  appropriating  ten 
thousand  dollars  for  the  purpose,  for  which  sum  it 
was  built  and  furnished.  It  is  eighty  feet  by  thirty- 
eight  It  is  fitted  up  with  all  the  modem  appliances 
for  doing  laundry-work,  and  is  considered  one  of  the 
best  laiindries  in  Uie  StatOi  The  boiler-house,  erected 
in  1874,  contains  five  forty-horse  boilers  to  generate 
steam  for  heating  and  other  purposes,  all  the  build- 
ings being  heated  by  steam,  about  twelve  hundred 
tons  of  coal  being  consumed  each  year.  A  forty- 
horse  power  Corliss  engine  drives  the  machinery  jn 
the  carpenter-shop  and  laundry. 

In  .1882,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  more  conve- 
niences in  the  administeative  part  of  the  hoapital,  an 
extension  was  built  to  the  rear  centre,  the  State  ap- 
propriating for  the  purpose  twenty-seven  tliousand 
five  hundred  dolhua.  In  thia  building  the  hospital 
has  secured  good  store-rooms,  wor|c-rooins  for  the 
patients,  and  dormitories  for  the  employds.  Under  it 
is  an  ample  cellar.  In  Uie  brick  tower  ia  placed  an 
iron  tank,  with  a  €Uipacity  of  eighteen  thousand  gal- 
hms  of  water,  which  seems  a  large  amount,  but  is  less 
than  one-half  what  is  used  in  one  day.  During  the 
past  ten  years  the  capacity  of  the  hospital  has  been 
nearly  doubled  by  the  erection  of  new  buildings. 
All  parts  of  the  buildings  are  In  good  condition,  the 
older  |>ortion8  having  been  repaired  and  reconstructed 
in  a  great  degree.  The  hospital  may  now  be  called 
ei»eiitially  complete<l,  unless  the  State  should  decide 
to  make  further  provinion  for  patients  by  the  erection 
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of  detnclied  biiililinea.  Thl>  it  is  tn  be  lioped  will 
not  be  done,  bm  tha  institution  i»  new  suIHciently 
liirge  In  seuiire  tbc  lieat  resultn  in  the  cure  hhiI  Ircnt- 
meiitof  tlie  inmates. 

Tlia  hoapilHl,  ftlthougli  a  State  inBtitution,  hu  been 
entirely  Belf-HUpporling  ulnce  firBl  opened  for  lli«  re- 
ception of  patients.  It  ban  not  only  pHid  ito  current 
ex|>enses  from  tlie  income  derive<l  from  tbo  boiinl  tif 
patieiiU,  l)ut  it  Iuls  expended  dnrint;  tlie  twonly'iiinu 
jean  of  its  existence,  over  and  above  what  it  lias  coat 
to  support  the  establishment,  above  two  hundred 
tbouHaiid  doJIara  in  the  erection  of  new  buildingB, 
and  in  general  repairs  and  impruvomeDtH,  for  which 
the  State  huti  received  llie  benefit  iu  the  increased 
value  of  the  property.  The  expense  of  building  the 
brick  barn,  stiible,  piggery,  coat-house,  addition  to  the 
carpeuter-shop,  and  the  recona  I  ruction  and  repairs  of 
the  old  wingB  and  centre  building  bare  been  paid  for 
from  the  current  income  of  tbe  bospital.  Tbe  whole 
amount  which  tbe  State  bas  appropriated  to  the  bos- 
pital for  building  and  all  Other  purposes  since  the  act 
anthorining  its  erection  down  to  tbe  present  time  is 
the  sum  of  four  hundred  and  seventy-one  thousand 
five  hundred  dollarx,  which  is  less  than  one-half  the 
presept  value  of  the  property,  and  less  than  one-third 
of  what  the  State  biu  recently  expended  in  building 
either  of  the  new  hospitals  for  accummodations  but 
little  superior  in  extent  or  comfort  for  the  patients. 

The  general  direction  ofall  the  alTaire  of  the  bospital, 
subject  to  the  approval  of  the  board  of  trustees,  in 
whom  is  invested  by  law  the  management  of  tbe  in- 
stitution, is  intrusted  to  the  superintendent,  wbo  is 
thus  made  the  head  of  tbe  inatitnlion,  and  ia  reeimn- 
sible  to  the  trustees  fur  the  proper  conduct  of  all  its 
.  depurtmcnU.  To  aid  him  in  tbe  medical  care  of 
the  patients  there  are  two  aaaiatant  physicians,  one 
having  the  care  of  the  men  and  the  other  llie  women, 
the  inimcdiute  oversight  of  the  pntienla  being  con- 
fided U>  four  superiors,  two  for  the  men  and  two  for 
the  women,  who  spend  most  of  their  time  in  the 
wards  lo  nunie  the  sick,  look  after  tbe  general  inter- 
ests of  alt,  and  to  see  that  the  attendanta  are  attentive 
tn  the  wunlit  of  the  puticiitti,  and  treat  them  dis(;reclly 
and  kindly.  The  penional  charge  of  paliuJits  ia  cinu- 
mittcd  to  the  attendants,  of  whom  tiiere  are  two  or 
mom  in  each  ward,  the  average  number  being  one 
attendant  to  thirteen  patients.  Tbe  duties  of  attend- 
ants  arc  responsible  and  arduous,  and  ciin  only  be 
discharged  properly  by  periioiis  who  have  pcculiiir 
natural  qualification  a  for  the  work.  liesides  those 
who  are  in  immediate  connection  with  the  [latients 
tltcrearc  viirious  persons  employed  in  oilier  dejiiirl- 
ments  of  the  hospital.  A  housekeeper,  wlio  lias 
charge  of  the  kitchen  and  stores  and  who  superin- 
tends the  cooking  and  distribution  of  the  food;  a 
baker;  a  laundrerj  a  seamstress,  under  whose  direc- 
tion a  considerable  number  or  fumide  patients  are  em- 
ployed daily  in  making  up  clothing  fur  the  inmates; 
an  engineer,  who  has  charge  of  the  steam-boilers,  the 


heating  apparatus,  and  the  water  mipply 
r«rnior,  who  bos  charge  of  the  fitrni  ami  slock,  which 
usually  consist  nf  about  twenty  cows  and  frnm  four  la 
sii  oxen, — the  twenty  cuws  furnishing  abnul  hulf  at 
tlio  milk  used  by  the  liospital. 

The  physicians  of  this  hinpital  have  kept  abreast 
ot  the  most  advniiceil  ideus  in  the  treatment  uf  iu- 
sanily,  and  while  ilue  prominence  has  beet)  given  lo 
the  |>ro|ii-r  use  of  drugs  and  other  mudiciue«,  and  any 
new  discovery  which  pmmiseti  to  b«  uaeful  in  tlie 
healing  art  is  f\illy  tested,  no  laas  attenlinn  han  liwn 
given  tn  tbe  so-called  moral  treatment  of  ttie  insane, 
uf  which  mental  occupatinn  ia  nmdi^  the  leading 
feature,  combined,  when  it  can  be,  witli  phyhieat 
labor,  the  purpose  of  which  is  to  pmmole  iibyaical 
improvement,  and  lo  divert  the  morbid  ra»c*ie:s  nnd 
perverted  ideas  of  the  insane  mind  into  hmlllty  clmn- 
nels  of  thought.  Any  measure  which  will  gmnnote 
this  becomes  curative.  All  cnnnot  be  reached  by  llie 
same  menus  and  method,  hence  the  imimrttincti  of  a 
variety  of  employments  and  nccupalions  to  meet  all 
cases.  For  most  of  the  male  patients  nntbing  has 
been  found  more  conducive  lo  mental  heultli  than 
labor  on  the  land,  and  to  that  end  ellbrt  is  made  to 
liuve  OS  many  of  them  wmk  on  the  farm  us 
Huitiible  condition,  many,  of  course,  liuing  unable,  by 
reason  of  ]ihysical  or  mental  disability,  tii  perfural 
nny  labor.  Othora,  wlia  jirefer  it,  work  in  the  loan* 
dry,  tlie  Itoiler-huiise,  the  carpenter-shop,  and  ahout 
ihe  house  or  grounds.  Many  of  the  wonicu  find  con- 
genial employment  in  the  large,  pleasant,  and  niry 
sewing-room,  while  some,  wlio  are  unfittetl  to  £<■  to 
tbe  sewing-room,  are  employed  ia  tbe  linlla  in  Icnit^ 
ting  and  sewing  under  the  direction  of  a  s|>eciiil  nt- 
tendunl.  A  considerable  number  of  women  work  in 
the  kitchen  and  laundry  and  in  other  general  work 
about  the  hospital,  while  many  of  both  sexes  find 
empiuymcnt  on  the  halls  and  in  the  dining-room* 
assisting  the  attendants.  Tn  tlicsu  various  wnys  thus 
indicated  about  one  hundred  and  lilly  ure  eni|iloyeil 
more  or  less  conslnntly.  Some  othen  busy  thcm- 
aclvea  in  doing  fancy  work,  and  a  gnmlly  nunilwr 
while  uwny  their  lime  in  reiuling  the  newspu|>cni 
which  are  I'ltrnisheil  them,  itnd  bmiks  am)  niiigaxiins 
J'rom  the  huspitul  library,  about  nliivty-Hvu  U»ks 
being  taken  from  the  library  each  week  ;  still  utliets 
nmuse  tbeinselves  by  playing  various  games.  During 
the  autumn  iind  winter  niiinibs  a  variety  uf  cnlvriMin- 
inenls  is  proviilcil  in  the  chajiel  each  week,  consistiut; 
of  gymnastic  exercises,  with  music,  exbibitlDiis  of 
views  of  home  ami  foreign  aceiies  with  tlto  slereop- 
licon,  acconipnninl  by  descrlplive  leclurua  un  Uiu  lo- 
calities and  objects  represented,  umatcnr  theatricals, 
LUUHical  concerts,  readings,  social  dances,  ami  uthcr 
entertain  men  Is  ns  they  can  be  aecured,  moke  up  the 
List  of  exercises  which  ulford  mental  occupation  und 
direct  the  mind  from  self  nnd  morbid  fancies.  Kvcry 
Sabbath  al'ternoon  religious  services  are  held  iu  the 
chnpet   by  the  dill'ereut  cleigymen   from  the   city- 
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M ach  BtlentioD  is  gifen  Co  oat-door  ezardta,  and 
when  the  weather  is  saitable  the  patiento  walk  ont 
dnily.  During  the  warm  acniion  tlioy  upend  much 
time  in  the  open  air  and  in  the  pleasant  grove,  which, 
besides  l>eing  cool  and  shady,  is  made  attractife  bj 
the  songs  of  birds  and  the  nimble  activity  of  the 
numerous  squirrels,  red  and  gray,  which  inhabit  the 
woods,  and  are  protected  in  their  rights  of  eminent 
domain  by  all  residents  of  tlie  hospital. 

The  institution  is  managed  by  a  board  of  Ave  tras- 
tecR,  ap|M>intcd  by  tlie  Governor  and  Council,  who 
hold  their  oflicc  for  a  term  of  five  years,  one  trustee 
lieing  np|»oiiited  each  year.  One  or  more  members  of 
the  board  visit  the  hospital  each  week,  and  make  a 
thorough  inspection  of  the  wards  and  otiier  depart- 
ments, consider  tlie  discharge  of  paticntn,  nnd  any 
other  linKinffw  relating  to  the  anhira  or  nianiigonicnt 
of  the  hospital.  The  trustees  serve  without  compen- 
sation, and  give  much  valuable  time  to  the  careful 
ovorsiglit  of  tlio  institution.  There  have  liecii  but 
three  su|)erinteiidents  since  the  opening  of  the  hos- 
pital. Dr.  George  B.  C.  Clioate,  the  first  su|)crintcn- 
dent,  was  appointed  October,  1853,  and  resigned  in 
April,  1870.  Dr.  W.  W.  Godding  succeeded  him, 
and  continued  in  the  position  until  July,  1877.  Dr. 
Godding  was  succeeded  by  the  present  superintendent, 
Dr.  John  P.  Brown. 

More  than  eight  thousand  patients  have  been 
treated  within  its  wards  for  their  various  forms  of 
mental  diffenHc,  of  whom  not  less  than  thirty  per  cent, 
have  recovered  and  returned  to  their  families  and 
society,  while  a  still  greater  number  have  been  much 
improved  in  their  mental  condition,  and  others,  whose 
mental  infirmities  rcnderc<l  them  a  burdofki  to  their 
fricndrt,  have  fiuind  it  a  comfortable  home. 

The  present  trustees  are  Le  Baron  Rufwell,  Boston ; 
Onkes  A.  Ames,  Easton ;  George  Howland,  Jr.,  New 
BodfonI ;  William  C.  liovering,  Taunton,  and  Simeon 
Jtonlon,  Fall  fiiver.  Su|>erintendeiit  and  Physician, 
John  P.  Brown,  M.D. ;  Anistant  Physicians,  William 
IJ.  Gnge  and  Marcello  Hutchinson ;  Treasurer,  John 
IliUredge. 

The  Old  Cfolony.Historioal  Booietj*  received  its 
act  of  incorporation  May  4, 1808,  Nathaniel  Morton, 
Samuel  Hopkins  Emery,  Hodges  Reed,  their  associ- 
ates and  successors,  being  made  such  a  corpohition 
"  for  the  pur|H»e  of  presv^ing  and  perpetuating  the 
hintory  of  the  Old  Colony  in  Massaehiisetts,  and  of 
collecting  and  holding  docnmenta,  booira,  and  memoirs 
relating  to  its  history."  Its  ilrst  oflicers  were:  Presi- 
dent, Nathaniel  Morton,  of  Taunton;  Vice-Presi- 
dents, S.  Hopkins  Emery,  of  Taunton,  John  Dag- 
gett, of  Attleborough ;  Directors,  Blortimer  Blake,  of 
MniiAfiobl,  BiimucI  L.  Crocker,  of  Taunton,  Ellis  Ames, 
of  Canton,  Henry  B.  Wheelwright,  of  Taunton,  Wil- 
liam R.  Deane,  of  Boston,  Caleb  Swan,  of  Easton ; 
lioconliiig  Beoretnry  nnd  liibrarian,  Edgar  H.  Reed, 
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of  Taunton ;  Oorrespooding  Seeretaiy,  Joha  Ordro- 
nanx,  of  Taunton ;  Traasarer,  Hodgea  Baed,  of  Taun- 
ton. Of  these  twelve  original  members  and  ofllcers 
seven  are  still  living,  three  only  in  Taanton.  The 
meetings  have  always  been  held  in  Tannton,  and  its 
collections  are  here,  although  ita  present  resident 
membership  of  eighty  are  distributed  throogfa  all  the 
towns  of  the  Old  Colony.  IntetesUng  historical  papers 
are  expected  at  the  quarterly  meeUngs,  and  already 
two  publications  have  appeared  giving  the  outside 
world  the  benefit  of  these  papers. 

Its  present  list  of  ofBcers  are:  Preaidentk  Hon. 
John  Daggett,of  Attleborough;  Vice-Presidents,  Rev. 
Mortimer  Blake,  D.D.,  of  Taunton  (vacant  by  death 
of  Hon.  B,  L.  Crocker,  of  Taanton,  not  filled) ;  Record- 
ing and  Corresponding  Secretary,  Charles  A.  Reed, 
]«>(|.,  of  Taunton ;  Treasurer,  £.  U.  Joaes»  M.D.,  of 
Taunton ;  Librarian,  £.  C  Arnold,  Esq.,  of  Tkunton  ; 
Historiographer,  William  E.  Fuller,  Esq.,  of  Taun- 
ton ;  Directors,  Hon.  £.  H.  Bennett,  of  Tannton,  Itov. 
8.  Hopkins  Emery,  of  Tannton,  Hon.  John  8.  Bray- 
ton,  of  Fall  River,  Qen.  E.  W.  Pierce,  of  Freetown, 
James  H.  Dean,  Esq.,  of  Taanton. 

Fnblie  Librarj.'— The  Taanton  Social  Library, 
Young  Men's  Library,  and  the  Agrieultaral  Library, 
numbering  respectively  four  thoosand  and  sixty, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-five,  and 
one  hundred  and  seventy*three  Tolumes,  besides  five 
hundred  and  seventeen  volumes  of  public  documents 
which  had  been  donated  to  these  libraries^  all  of  which 
were  transferred  to  the  city,  formed  the  nadeus  of 
the  collection  now  known  as  the  Public  Library  of 
the  city  of  Taunton.  A  eitj  ordinance  and  an  ap- 
propriation gave  the  library  a  formal  existence  in 
1860.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  two  years  after  the 
incorporation  of  Taunton  as  a  city  a  public  library 
free  to  all  inhabitants  had  been  establiahed. 

The  Tannton  Social  Library,  the  oldest  of  the  in- 
stitutions which  were  meigad  in  the  Public  Library, 
was  started  in  1825.  Among  the  names  of  prominent 
original  shareholders  we  observe  that  of  Theophilus 
Parsons,  ailerwards  Dane  Professor  of  Law  In  the  Har- 
vard Law  School.  The  proprietors  wera  principally 
dependent  for  additions  to  the  shelves  to  May-day 
festivals,  and  to  that  nnfidling  resonroe  of  young  pro- 
prietary libraries,  eourses  of  lectures.  The  Young 
Men's  Litotfy  Association  was  also  aided  in  its  en- 
terprise by  lecture  courses,  as  well  as  by  hin  and 
levees  undertaken  by  the  ladies^  and  by  the  subscrip- 
tions of  public-spirited  citiaens,  the  late  Samuel  B. 
King,  Esq.,  leading  in  this  direction  with  several 
gifts  of  one  hundred  dollars  each,  and  ending  with 
the  creation  of  the  "  King  Fund"  of  one  thousand 
dollars,  the  income  of  which  was  to  be  expended  in 
the  purchase  of  standard  works.  Since  the  transfer 
this  endowment  accrues  for  a  like  purpose  to  the 
benefit  of  the  Public  Library. 
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The  Bources  orincmneuf  the  library  since  it  becaino 
a  city  inHtilution  have  lie«ii  Kiuiua)  n|>|iropn  tit  ions 
and  tlie  dog  Ux  Troiti  ttie  city,  tlie  interest  uf  tlie 
Kinf  fuiiil,  unJ  tlie  inisccllaDeou*  receipta  of  tlie 
library  itself.  It  Iiiw  been  the  regular  recipient  of 
publlcationB  from  the  Department  of  tli«  Interior  and 
other  departments  of  the  general  govurnmeat,  from 
the  SmilhHoninn  InHtitutiou,  Trom  the  district  rej>- 
rwentiktive  nnd  other  incniliuiH  uf  0<iii);nM8,  fmin  thu 
SiiuruUiry  of  the  Coninioiiwonllh,  thu  l^ulidun  (^tuh  iif 
London,  and  from  variuiia  institntiouB  and  individu- 
als throughout  the  country.  The  largeat  donatiunit  of 
boolcH  from  private  individuals  were  thoae  made  by 
the  Hon.  Edmund  H.  Bennett,  I.L.D,,  6.  O.  Dunbar, 
Esq.,  and  the  late  Mrs.  Harriet  Baylies  Hnrt^n. 
Among  early  donors  were  tlie  lute  Itev.  Charlt«  II. 
Brighum,  wlio  during  bis  reaidunue  in  Taunton  and 
after  his  removal  always  ntanifesled  an  interest  in  the 
prosperity  of  the  library,  Ihe  late  Hon.  Charles 
Sumner,  J.  A.  Giirtield,  M.C.,  and  also  the  lale 
David  Paul  Brown,  the  eminent  Philadelphia  lawyer, 
who  spent  one  year  of  his  school  life  in  Taunton. 

A  catalogue  of  the  combined  libraries  was  pub- 
lished at  the  opening  in  1806,  and  two  suppiements 
were  issued  in  1873  and  1874,  eacli  arranged  alpha- 
betically under  uuthora  and  titles.  In  1876  a  new 
catalogue,  embracing  an  alphabetical  arrangement  of 
authors,  with  a  clasHJIied  index  under  lliirtecn  gen- 
eral heads  and  two  hundred  and  forty-six  sub-hends, 
was  undertaken,  and  was  published  early  in  1878. 
To  thisaHupplementarycRtalogiio  was  added  in  1881. 

The  library  at  the  present  time  numbers  nearly 
twenty  thousand  volumes.  A  carefiil  examinatjoii  of 
the  catalogue  we  thinlc  will  show  a  much  umaller 
pro[>ortiou  uf  ephemeral  literature  than  usual  in  such 
collections.  Indeed,  it  has  been  the  ]>ursisteiit  aim  of 
the  oQiceRi  not  only  to  keep  out  books  of  an  objec- 
tionable character,  but  to  provide  those  wliicli  afford 
the  healthiest  stimulus  to  the  reader  lioth  in  his  studi- 
ous and  recreative  moods.  TIlc  annual  circulation 
reaches  nearly  sixty  thousand  vohimuH,  Itesidcs  a 
large  number  of  books  which  are  consulted  in  tiie 
library  building.  The  reading-room,  which  is  sup- 
plied  with  files  of  tlie  prinuipal  newspapers  and 
periodicals  of  the  day,  is  largely  fre(]uent«l. 

The  present  ufliceTa  of  the  library  are:  Trustees, 
rx'ojfirio,  II.  L.  CuHhmaii,  mayor,  president;  exaffu-ia, 
George  H.  Rhodes,  president  of  iheCommon  Council, - 
Timothy  Gordon,  Ksq.,  Charles  \V.  HurUhorn,  l^]., 
secretary;  lion.  William  II.  Fox,  Charles  II.  Car- 
ver, Esq..  Etlmund  H.  Bennett,  U.-l)..  Mortimer 
DIake,  D.D.;  Librarian,  R  C.  Arnolil;  AssiHtiiiil«, 
Miss  llnttie  B.  French,  Miss  Etta  Shuiinon. 

The  BriBtol  Count;  Bible  Society,'  although  not 
existing  now,  was  for  jnany  years  active  in  raising 
money  for  the  American  Bible  Society,  and  supplying 
destitute  faniilica  in  the  county.     Its  meetings  were 


genorally  held  in  Tiinnion,  but  its  record  bi>olc  hat    * 
disappeared  with  the  society,  and  no  full  account  cau 
be  given  of  its  origin  or  its  doings. 

In  nn  imue  of  the  Br'mfut  (hunty  Dnitoeral,  "  Fri- 
day, September  6,  1 899,"  on  file  among  the  pajiers  of 
that  enthusiastic  antiquarian,  Catit.  J.  W.  D.  Hall,  1 
Hnd  a  printed  "  report  of  the  Taunton  am)  vicinity 
Bible  Society,"  nt  what  ia  onllad  its  "Hnt  annual 
iMocling,"  pn.<Huiit«d  by  "H,  liupkins  Ktiiitry,  Stviv- 
liiry."  The  riruipU  nf  Ihi;  MN'icly  for  ihu  prttviliiig 
year  hnd  been  t>'>70.78.  lis  iiIliccrH  up|Hiint«.it  for  the 
ensuing  year  wera  Kev.  Erastus  Mallby,  president; 
Rev.  Edward  Neville.  Buv.  E.  B.  Bradford,  Silaa 
Shepard,  Esq.,  Rev.  Alvan  Cobb,  Wm.  A.  Crocks, 
Eitq.,  vice-presidents;  Rev.  B.  Hopkins  Rnisry,  scc- 
retiiry;  William  Heed.  l<:w|.,  Iruiuurer ;  Itcv.  a  H. 
Emery.  William  Reed.  Bolumuii  Woodward,  Jr., 
John  K.  Hixon,  Hodges  Reeil.  execntive  coiuuiltluo. 
The  organization,  us  it  was  calleit,  "  Oct.  'li,  18.18." 
was  really  a  reorganlxation.  as  there  was  a  society  iu 
existence  i|uite  early  in  the  century. 

The  Oood  Templari,'  us  they  arc  called,  belauging 
to  tlie  secret  order  with  Ihe  ipitiais  i.  0.  U.  T.,  ara 
organized  for  the  promotion  of  temperance,  and  ushit 
ill  two  Ulgcs,  the  Taunton  luid  tliu  Elixabuth  t*<Kil, 
the  former,  tlic  oldest,  with  its  headquarlors  on  Muhi 
Street,  nearly  opposite  Trcscntt  Street,  tlie  latter,  not 
long  in  exintencc  but  flourinliing.  owning  the  build- 
ing which  it  occupies  in  Hopewell, on  Maple  Avenue, 
out  of  Bayaireet. 

The  Taunton  Reform  Club  is  a  tempcnince  or- 
ganiuttion  of  Mjvural  ycara'  standing,  which  uitus  at    _ 
tbe  reformation  of  the  inleni|icrat«,  and  i;udeaviir»  to-  Jj 
protect    reformed   men.     It    meets   in  (-I'diir   Street 
Oliapcl. 

The  TanntoB  Women's  Christian  Temperance 
Union,  auxiliary  to  llic  State  society  of  tlio  same 
name,  gives  i1«  attention  paiticnbirly  to  the  young. 
holding  montldy  meetings  with  them.  These  mcut- 
iLigs  are  in  Cedar  street  Chapel. 

The  Taunton  Humane  Society'  was  iir|;iiiii/.c<l  in 
1871.  and  lia>  Air  its  object  thu  prevention  uf  cruelty 
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lion.  tSauiuel  li.  ('riickcr,  recently  diu^l,  uud  thu  vn- 
ciLiicy  has  not  yet  been  filkil.  Wilbur  V.  Atloii,  l-:s>|., 
ia  its  vice-president;  Itev.  S.  Hopkina  Emery,  secru- 
ttiry;  Mr.  N.  H. Skinner,  tre^urer;  Mr.  Joseph  Dean, 
auditor.  Directors,  the  above  named  and  Mortimer 
Illake,  D.n..  Rev.  A.  II.  llervey,  Messrs.  J.  V.  l.iv- 
ingstiiue,  Alden  F.  Sprague  (and  one  vacancy  by 
dciith  of  Charles  U.  Vickery.  1^.}. 

Mr.  William  E.  Peck  has  been  for  some  yean  the 
oJlicient  agent  of  the  society.  The  very  existence  uf 
the  society  is  a  terror  and  a  restraint  to  those  who  are 
inclined  to  be  cruel. 

Early  Physicians.' — Dr.  Ezra  Deane  sustains  tlie 
suinu  ruhilion  to  the  prol'cssiou  of  medicine  in  Tauii- 
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ton  M  Hon.  Samuel  White  to  the  profemion  of  law. 
He  lends  the  lint.,  in  tlie  order  of  time,  no  far  as  the 
rcoord  has  conic  down  to  ns.  Jle  died  .Inly  1,  17t'J7, 
according  to  an  old  regintry  fonnd  in  the  Dun  forth 
family.  He  was  a  son — the  eldest — of  Ezra,  the  sec- 
ond son  of  Walter  Deane,  and  was  born  Oct.  14, 1680. 
His  mother  was  dnnghter  of  Deacon  Samnel  Edsoii, 
of  Bridgewntcr.  He  was  the  father  of  the  family 
remarkable  for  its  longevity,  eleven  of  his  children 
living  more  than  a  thousand  years.  Whether  the 
medical  skill  of  the  doctor  had  anything  to  do  with 
prolonging  these  lives  we  are  not  informed.  Theo- 
dora, who  married  Mnj.  Richard  Godfrey,  "died  Jan. 
14,  1813,  aged  KK)  years,  14  days."  She  lived  to  see 
her  children  to  the  fifth  generation,  and  was  the 
mother  of  J)r.  Job  Godfrey. 

Dr.  Job  <lodfroy,  the  son  of  Uichiird  and  Theodora 
(Dcnnc)  Godfrey,   inherited    through    his  mother  a 
taste  for  the  profession  of  medicine.     It  had  so  con- 
duced, apparently,  to  the   hmg   life  of  her   father's 
family  that  it  had  attractions  for  her  son,  and  a  very 
eminent  member  of  the  profession  he  became,  so  mo- 
nopolizing the  business  that  he  might  well  have  been 
called  the  *'  town's  physician."     He  acquired  so  much 
of  a  reputation  that  the  fame  thereof  has  come  down 
to  the  present  time.    The  inscription  on  his  monu- 
ment at  "the  Plain"  is  trustworthy:   "A  man  of 
great  worth,  whose  physical,  intellectual,  and  moral 
powers  were  remarkably  adapted  to  his  sphere  of 
action.     Filly  years  of  unexampled  labor  and  suc- 
cess were  testimonials  of  his  excellencies  in  the  heal- 
ing art,  while  his  zeal  to  promote  the  general  good 
was  a  proof  of  his  benevolence.    His  heart  was  alive 
in  all  the  relations  of  life.    Honor,  punctuality,  and 
justice  marked  his  steps.    The  voice  of  pain  and  dis- 
ease from  the  obscurest  penury  reached  his  ear  and 
commanded  his  skill.     He  was  justly  entitled  to  the 
distinguished  appellati<»n  of  the  disinterest<id  jdiysi- 
cian,— a  father  to  the  poor.     He  died  Aug.  2(5,  1813, 
aped  70  years."     His  death  was  sudden,  being  found 
dead  in  his  bed.     His  wife,  Abigail  Jones,  of  Kayn- 
ham,   died   Nov.  28,  1814,  in   her  seventieth   year. 
They  ha<l  six  children,  two  sons  and  four  daughters, 
— Abby,  married  Abiathar  Codding;  Betsey,  married 
Eliviha  Padelford ;  Sally,  married  Gilbert  Winslow, 
of  Freetown  ;  Hannah,  died  single  and  bequeathed 
one  thousand  dollars  to  the  noble  object  of  suitably 
inclosing  the  burial-place  on  the  Plain  ;   John,  the 
eldest  son  of  the  doctor,  lived  to  be  very  old,  and  was 
for  more  than  sixty  years   proprietors'  clerk,  better 
converi^ant  with  the  early  history  of  the  town  than 
any  other  man  of  his  time.     His  predecessors  in  office 
had  been  Brig.-Gen.  George  Godfrey,  Benjamin  Wil- 
liams, judge  of  probate  and  judge  of  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas;  Seth  Williams,  son  of  Samuel,  the 
eldest  son  of  Richard  Williams,  also  a  judge  of  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas;   Thomas  I^eonard,  also  a 
judge,  and  whom  William  R.  Deane,  in  his  genealogi- 
cal account  of  the  family,  calls  a  "physician  ^»»  jind  if  so, 


must  have  shared  the  practice  with  Dr.  Exra  Deane, — 
our  list  of  proprietors'  clerks,  so  far  as  diacovered  by 
us,  beginning  with  that  model  town  clerk,  Shadrach 
Wilbore. 

Contemporary  with  Dr.  Job  Godfrey,  in  the  earlier 
periof]  of  his  practice,  were  two  distinguished  names 
in  the  history  of  Taunton, — Hon.  David  Cobb.  M.D., 
and  Hon.  William  Baylies,  M.D.  But  Dr.  Cobb  is 
better  known  to  the  world  as  "  major-general,  judge 
of  the  courts,  president  of  the  Senate,  Speaker  of  the 
House,  member  of  the  Executive  Council,  and  Lieu- 
tenant-Governor of  the  State," 'filling  almost  every 
office  in  the  gift  of  the  people  during  his  eventful  life, 
the  story  of  which  is  familiar  to  every  Tauntonian  as 
a  twice-told  tale.  The  probability  is  Dr.  Cobb  was  so 
busily  engaged  in  public  affiiirs  that  he  little  inter- 
fere<l  with  the  practice  of  Dr.  Goilfrey.  Gen.  Cobb, 
of  whom  we  write,  the  son  of  Thomas  Cobb,  married 
Lydin,  the  ehh^t  daughter  of  the  Hon.  James  L#eon- 
ard.     He  graduated  at  Cambridge  in  170G. 

The  Hon.  William  Baylies  was  also  a  man  of  affairs, 
— a  judge,  when  doctors  of  medicine  as  well  as  of  law 
were  called  to  the  bench  as  "  common-sense  judges." 
Digit  ton  has  a  joint  claim  to  the  reputation  of  Dr. 
Baylies,  as  his  residence  the  latter  part  of  his  life  was 
there.  The  son  of  Nicholas  Baylies,  who  married 
Elizabeth  Park,  of  Newton,  Mass.  William  graduated 
at  Harvard  University  in  1760,  and  studied  medicine 
with  Dr.  Tobey,  of  New  Bedford.  His  wife  was 
Bathsheba,  daughter  of  the  Hon.  Samuel  White,  of 
Taunton.  Their  daughter  Elizabeth  married  Hon. 
Samuel  Crocker,  of  Taunton.  Their  son,  Samuel 
White,  studied  law  with  Governor  Sullivan,  and  fol- 
lowed his  profession  in  Dighton,  and  died  single. 
Hon.  William  Baylies,  of  West  Bridgewater,  also  led 
a  single  life,  and  was  eminent  in  the  profession  of  law. 

Their  only  remaining  son,  Hon.  Francis  Baylies, 
achieved  a  great  reputation  as  a  man  of  culture  and 
learning,  and  his  only  child,  Mrs.  Nathaniel  Morton, 
has  recently  died  without  issue.  Thus  the  family 
once  so  prominent  may  be  said  to  have  become  ex- 
tinct. 

We  visit  the  burial-places  of  Taunton  to  learn  the 
names  of  other  physicians  who  were  in  practice  in  the 
last  century.  On  the  Dighton  road,  half  a  mile  south 
of  the  Weir,  may  be  found  the  following  inscriptions : 

'*  In  memory  of  Doct  Hicah  Pratt,  died  Deebr  ye  Slst  A.D ,  1758  in  ye 
07th  year  of  life  age.** 

'*  In  memory  of  Mnry,  ye  wife  of  Doct.  MIcali  Pratt,  died  April  ye  26th 
A.  I).  1762,  in  ye  80th  year  of  her  age.** 

"  In  memory  of  Doct.  Micah  Pratt,  died  Oct  ye  6th,  A.  D.  176.%  in  ye 
44tli  of  life  age.'* 

"Sacred  to  tlio  memory  of  Mrs.  Sarah,  widow  of  Doct.  Micah  Pratt. 
She  died  Jan.  20th,  A.  D.  1805,  In  the  83d  year  of  her  age.'* 

These  inscriptions  prove,  we  think,  there  were  two 
physicians  by  the  name  of  Micah  Pratt,  father  and 
son,  who  practiced  medicine  in  Taunton  during  the 
last  century. 

"The  Plain''  holds  among  its  other  treasures  the 
name  of  Samuel  Caswel, — 
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Tlie  woman  "  murtliered"  waa  Dr.  McKitislry'a  Ris- 
ter,  tlie  deLuila  of  wlikh  tragic  event  tlie  aged  peoptu 
of  the  last  generHtiun  were  iu  (he  babit  of  iiarrulitig, 
as  also  how  Dr.  McKim^trj,  the  Scotclimaii  and  Tory, 
was  forced  to  leave  town,  never  to  relurii. 

Ill  addition  to  tlie  names  of  McKinstry,  Caawel, 
Pratt,  wo  have  heard  those  of  Ephraim  Otis,  a  grndu- 
ate  of  Harvard  Univereity  in  ITM,  who  practiced  in 
Scituate  as  well  as  Taunton,  and  of  Dr.  Macomber. 

Dr.  Charles  Howe,  in  a  notice  of  Taunton  phyai- 
cians,  publiahed  in  the  BrUtot  County  Republican  in 
1808,  makea  mention  of  Dr.  Philip  Padelford,  son  of 
John  and  Jemima  Padeiford,  born  in  Taunton,  1753, 
grailnatetl  from  Brown  University,  1773,  who  studied 
with  Dr.  Tobey,  of  New  Bedford,  and  who  died  Aug, 
27,  1816,  in  the  sixty-seconil  year  of  his  age ;  married, 
firet,  to  Mary  Drown,  who  died  in  1780;  second,  to 
EliMbeth,  daughter  of  Elijah  Macomber,  to  whom 
were  born  eight  children.  The  doctor  practiced  in 
East  Taunton  and  the  vicinity,  living  on  the  Middle- 
borough  road,  juMl  beyond  the  Congregational  Church 
near  the  brook.  He  is  buried  in  a  private  yard  not 
far  from  where  he  lived.  Hiason,  Elijah  M.,  was  also 
a  physician,  born  iu  1786,  and  married  to  Mary  Good- 
win. They  had  one  child.  Dr.  Elijah  died  Feb.  13, 
J824,  aged  thirty-eight  years,  one  month,  two  days. 
He  in  supposed  to  have  succeeded  to  hU  father'a  prac- 
tice. His  house  was  two  miles  beyond  his  father's, 
on  the  Middleborough  road,  at  \U  junction  with  the 
Bichmondtown  road,  near  Chase's  Station  on  the 
Taunton  and  Middleborough  Uailroad. 

Dr.  Howe  ulao  givea  an  account  of  Or.  Amos  Allen, 
born  in  Providence,  Nov.  7,  1783,  the  mm  of  Amos 
and  Mary  (Macomber)  Allen,  graduated  from  Ijrowu 
University  in  I8D6,  and  who  studied  with  Dr.  Milliir, 
of  Franklin,  Mass.,  practicing  first  in  Franklin  and 
Dcrkley,  and  afterwards  removing  to  VmiA  Taunton 
in  1824.  He  died  in  ISaU,  April  :iad,  in  his  liay-fourth 
year.  He  occupied  the  house  of  Dr.  Elijah  M.  PudeU 
ford,  and  succeeded  to  his  practice. 


Dr.  Foster  Swift  practiced  aa  a  physiciAn  In  Taun- 
ton the  earlier  part  of  the  present  century.  Ho  wai 
111 e  son  of  a  lawyer  in  )toHlon,and  was  Rifled  with 
much  wit  and  good  iiumor.  He  served  for  a  time  lo 
the  renowned  apothecary  eatablishmeiit  of  Dr.  Jnxeph 
Gardner  in  Itoston.  He  married  a  Delano  of  Nan- 
titcket,  anil  first  settled  in  I>artm(iulli.  Oit  oiiiiiitig 
to  Taunton,  late  in  tlie  last  century,  he  oiHJiied  an 
apnthociiry-sliop  opfiiMilu  the  iiorlhwcst  comur  uf  llio 
firccn,  nut  fur  t'roni  the  present  police  lmadi|iiiij'lc'r«. 

Mr.  Daniel  Ilrower  had  an  tuirljer  drug-aloro,  ci'iniiig 
t4>  Taunton  in  I7S'^.  Dr.  Swift  waa  one  time  very  in- 
timate with  the  eeuentric  and  somewhat  erratic  Jnlin 
Foster,  but  losing  confidence  in  him,  preferred  cliargM 
against  his  ministerial  character,  scvonteen  in  all. 
His  wily  antagonist  eBCfl|)eil  out  of  his  haiuls.  The 
doctor  let  for  lioston,  whi-re  he  received  the  u|i|K)itil- 
ment  of  United  States  Hospital  surgeon,  which  lie 
retained  until  he  died  in  ]83j^,  at  llie  age  of  seventy- 
five. 

Dr.  Jones  Godfrey  was  the  son  of  Dr.  Job  ( tndfrey, 
so  lung  the  leading  physician  of  the  place.  (Irndiiatwl 
at  Rrttwii  Univcr<ily  in  17113.  The  sun  sludii<ii  with 
Ilia  father,  and  waa  associated  with  him  iu  prndioB 
for  some  twenty  years,  BUccvuding  him  iiimtlicr  aeorc 
of  years  nearly,  when  he  died  Dec.  11,  IS.it,  aged 
sixty-one.  He  occupied  tlie  house  of  his  father, 
still  standing,  venerable  for  age,  tho  second  on  ihn 
right  beyond  the  Neck  o'  Land  Uridge.  Unlike  lii* 
futlier,  lie  never  married,  and  had  a  coiilumpt  for 
riches,  collecting  no  bills,  and  unl  trunbllng  liiiiweir 
to  keep  any  iiccounla  with  his  |iutioHta.  He  had  llio 
reputation  ofu  skillful  physician  and  a  nio^l  humane 

Dr.  George  Leonard,  the  son  of  Samuel  Leoimrd, 
E»i|.,  of  Taunton,  was  of  jiatrician  dcHCciit.  His 
father  was  one  of  Taunton's  moat  emineot  cilixeno. 
He  was  an  "enterprising  merchant."  The  "Leoiianl 
Louse,"  at  tho  "  Four  Corners"  iu  lIo[>ewell,  was  and 
still  is  one  of  the  landmarks  of  the  place.  The 
father  died  in  181)7.  One  of  his  duughtcr^^,  tiary  Ik, 
married  Thomas  Kush,  Esq.  One  of  his  sons,  Ecekiel 
B.,  was  also  a  "  merchant"  in  Taunton.  Dr.  George, 
who  studied  with  Dr.  Thatcher,  of  Plyiuuntli,  suc- 
ceeded to  the  practice  of  Dr.  Foster  Swia  iu  I8U(J. 
He  married  Elixa,  daughter  of  Judge  Fales.  Their 
home  was  at  the  corner  of  Dniadway  and  Leonard 
Streets.  Pr.  I^onard  waa  lung  iu  the  proftiAsion.Bnd 
had  a  large  practice.  He  was  considered  a  skillful 
physician.  Born  Feb.  12,  1783,  he  died  Feb.  28, 
1^G5.  Hie  wife  died  March  27,  1854.  They  had  four 
cliildren.  The  doctor  tics  buried  on  "the  Plain,"  by 
the  side  of  many  other  Leonards,  thus  rendering 
true  the  rliyinu  of  olden  lime,  found  in  Die  NorlU 
burying-gniund,— 

And  Ji»lli  .ii.L  lN.>.ilHg  lUckuw  l>M>  III  .Jl." 

Dr.  Eheuc^er  Dawes  wiu  born  in  Scitiiale,  Mass., 

March  1,  17DI,  the  soa  of  Ebenexer  and  Kliubetli 
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(Bailey)  DawM.  the  father  was  pastor  of  the  Uni- 
tnrimi  Chnrch  in  Sdtimtc!,  a  natire  of  Bricliccwatery 
tlic  Min  of  8aniiicl  ]>awofi.  Born  in  1706,  he  grad* 
imliMl  At  ilnrvnni  (/iil1r|i^  in  178A,  anil  atudieil  tlio- 
ology  witli  Dr.  Wiggieaworth,  of  CSambridge.  He  was 
ordained  at  Scituate  in  1787,  and  married  to  Eliaa- 
beth,  dangliter  of  Ool.  John  Bailey,  of  Hanover,  Uaaa., 
in  178t).  Their  children  were  William  and  Klionexor, 
tlie  fatlicr  dying  tlie  same  year  Ebeneier  waa  born, 
and  a  little  more  than  two  years  after  marriage.  He 
wfiK  amiable  and  of  exoollcnt  Christian  character,  but 
of  delicate  constitution.  His  widow  was  afterwards 
twice  married, — first  to  John  Lucas,  of  Bronkline, 
Mam. ;  second,  to  Dr.  Williams,  of  Deerfield,  Mass., 
whom  she  survived. 

£bencaer  attended  school  at  Hingham,  Mass.,  Port- 
land, Me.,  and  elsewhere.  He  chose  medicine  as  his 
profession,  and  attended  medical  lectures  in  Boston 
in  1AI1. 

The  diHtinguiHlioil  Uslicr  Pariioiis,  M.I).,  of  Provi- 
dence, who  was  with  him  in  tlie  medical  college, 
writes,  "lie  was  a  diligent  stndent  and  much  es- 
teemed by  the  class  for  his  close  application  and 
gentlemanly  deportment,  and  highly  respected  by  the 
professors.*'  He  opened  his  office  In  Taunton  in  1813. 
He  secured  a  large  practice,  which  he  retained  for 
half  a  century.  J)r.  Dawes  was  nuirrieil,  March  7, 
1822,  to  the  widow  of  Oliver  Slicpard,  merchant,  of 
Wrentham,  and  brother  of  Hon.  Silas  Shepard,  *of 
Taunton.  Her  maiden  name  was  Sarah  Whitehorn 
Ckmke,  daughter  of  Daniel  Cooke,  who  was  the  sixth 
son  and  tonth  child  of  Nicholas  Cooke,  Gk>vernor  of 
Tlliode  Island,  1774-77.  Her  mother  was  Sarah 
Whitohorn,  of  Ncw|>ort,  H.  I.  The  children  of  Dr. 
aud  Mrs.  Dawes  were:  (1)  Sarah  Elizabeth,  wife  of 
N.  M.  Childs,  Esq.,  of  Syracuse,  N.  Y.;  (2)  Eberiezer, 
present  pastor  of  the  Congregational  Church  in  Lake- 
ville,  Mass.,  who  married  Anna  Maria  Bosworth ;  (8) 
James  Lincoln,  residing  in  Englewood,  N.  J.,  who 
married  Elixa  Franklin,  of  Providence ;  (4)  Daniel 
(*'iioke,  who  married  Emily  Matilda,  daughter  of 
Judge  Morton,  and  resided  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  but  is 
not  living;  (5)  Charles  Edward,  who  died  in  Infancy. 
The  family  liomestead  was  on  Washington  Street^  not 
iar  from  Pleasant.  Mrs.  Dawes  died  of  consumption 
Sept  29, 1888,  aged  forty-nine. 

The  doctor  died  April  90, 1861,  about  seven  weeks 
after  he  had  completed  his  seventieth  year.  Dyspep- 
sia and  lung  troubles  had  required  strict  attention  to 
diet,  and  the  utmost  pnidence  for  many  years.  Bnt 
he  was  devoted  to  his  patients,  much  trusted  and  be- 
loved by  tiiem.  Dr.  Parsons,  an  eminent  practitioner, 
said  of  him,  "lolten  met  Dr.  Dawes  in  consultetion. 
He  vifM  faithful,  lal>oriou8  and  successful,  and  strictly 
fair  in  his  iiitercourHO  with  proferaional  brethren,  by 
whfiiii  lie  wiiH  greatly  esteemed/' 

Writes  his  son,  liev.  Ebenexer  Dawes,  "  My  father 
was  very  benevolent  and  kind-hearted.  He  visited 
poor  families  from  whom  he  could  not  expect  com- 


pensation. In  manners  he  waa  a  geDtlenum  of  the 
old  school,  ^o  waa  very  politep  aeeording  to  the  best 
definition  of  politenen, '  benevolence  in  triflea.'  He 
always  posBewed  and  evinced  in  all  hia  language  and 
deportment  a  delicate  regard  to  the  feelings  of  others. 
It  seemed  Impossible  for  him  to  do  a  mde,  nngentle- 
manly  act,  at  least  he  was  never  known  to  commit 
one.  In  the  sick-room  especially  his  natural  kindli- 
ness and  gentleness,  with  the  oonfidenco  reposed  in 
his  skill,  made  him  moat  welcome.  Seldom  has  a 
physician  been  equally  loved  by  his  patients."  This 
Bon  continues,  **  My  father  had  always  a  great  respect 
for  religion,  and  Contributed  regularly  and  IVeely  for 
the  support  of  preaching,  and  ao  far  as  he  eoold,  at- 
tended divine  service.  He  seemed  to  be  greatly  sus- 
tained and  comforted  in  hia  last  years  by  trust  in 
God.  Among  his  last  words  were  these,  'Gh>d  be 
merciftil  to  me  a  sinner.'" 

On  the  occasion  of  his  Aineral  at  the  Oongrega- 
tional  Cliurch,  Rev.  Mr.  Maltby  preeehed,  and  tlie 
physicians  of  the  city  acted  as  bemera.  Thus  the 
beloved  physician  was  laid  down  to  rest  in  the 'family 
tomb  in  Mount  Pleasant  Cemetery. 

Dr.  Alfred  Baylies,  of  whom  a  notice  is  prepared 
by  another  hand,  filled  a  large  apace  in  th.a  medical 
practice  of  Taunton  for  many  years.  The  writer  of 
this  has  a  distinct  and  tender  remembrance  of  him 
ns  his  own  family  physician.  Ha  wishes  to  put  these 
few  lines  on  record  as  a  slight  tribute  of  respect  to 
his  memory,  a  token  of  affectionate  remembrance  of 
one  who  for  generations  was  a  fiimiliar  and  moat  wel- 
come attendant  on  the  sick  and  the  dying  in  so  many 
Taunton  homes.  His  house  was  the  simple,  unpre- 
tending cottage  on  Spring  Street,  not  far  from  the 
bridge,  toward  High  Street 

Dr.  William  Gordon  waa  in  practice  In  Taunton 
eight  or  nine  years,  and  died  in  1851,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-eight.  He  was  buried  in  Hingham.  Dr.  (Gor- 
don had  seven  children,  two  of  whom  were  physicians, 
CImrles,  in  Boston,  a  graduate  of  Brown  University, 
and  William  A.,  in  Taunton  and  New  Bedford,  a 
graduate  of  Harvard  University.  Hia  daughtw  Helen 
was  the  wife  of  George  Augustus  Crocker,  of  Taun- 
ton, and  his  son,  Gapt  Timothy  Gordon,  has  long 
been  connected  with  the  house  of  Crocker  Brothers. 

Dr.  Henry  Babcock  Hubbard  has  been  noticed  in 
the  narrative  of  the  members  of  the  Massachusetts 
Medical  Society,  by  Dr.  Presbrey,  and  k  named  here 
as  prominent  in  the  practice  of  Taunton  In  a  preced- 
ing generation,  and  who  is  worthily  succeeded  in 
practice  by  his  son,  Charles  Thatcher. 

Dr.  Charles  Howe,  in  tlie  notice  of  the  profession 
to  which  I  have  already  referred,  writes  of  Dr.  Dan. 
King,  son  of  John  and  Jane  (Knight)  King,  of  Mans- 
field, Conn.,  born  Jan.  27,  1791,  and  who,  after  prnc- 
ticing  in  Preston  and  Groton,  Conn.,  and  Ciiarlestown 
and  Woonsocket,  R.  I.,  came  to  Taunton  in  1848, 
remaining  till  1859,  when  he  continued  practice  in 
Greenville,  R.  I.,  where  he  died  Nov.  18, 1864« 


Dr.  George  Iturrows  was  long  in  prnclic-e  in  Tnitn- 
ton,  tlie  fallier  and  Tounder,  you  might  emy,  or  the 
honKcopathic  school  in  the  place,  and  he  is  worthily 
nuticei)  by  another  hanil  in  anotlier  place.  We  would 
record  our  high  e^teein  for  the  man,  and  recall  the 
"  loud  lumen  [Htion"  of  the  people,  as  they  accompu' 
nied  all  tliat  waa  mortal  of  ttie  man  they  loved  to  his 
lost  riMting-placc  in  Mount  Pleasant. 

Hexidea  these  deceased  members  of  the  profession, 
tliere  are  at  present  in  active  pracliue  Stephen  A. 
Allen,  John  6.  Androws,  Elton  J.  Ilnssclt,  Qeoree  W. 
Bourne,  A.  Suiniier  Doane,  Daiitiyne  De«noyw,  By- 
ron L.  Dwinull,  E.  R.  Eaton,  Eu|eno  T.  Qalligan, 
Michael  Charles  Gulden,  Joseph  W.  Hay  ward,  Oharle* 
Howe,  Charles  Thatcher  Hubbanl,  Fmutc  A.  Hub- 
bant,  Simeon  P.  Hulbanl,  Elijah  U.  Jones,  JoMsph 
Uurphy,  Nomas  Pit igc,  Emma  A.  Phillips,  Silna  D. 
Presbrey,  N.  M.  Ransom,  James  A.  Robinson,  Wal- 
ter S.  Robinson,  Augusta  A.  Steadman,  Waldo  Stone, 
Caleb  awan,  Frederic  D.  Tripp,  Alfred  W.  WilmsrllL, 
Alfred  Wood.  The  following  gentlemen  are  con- 
nected with  the  Stale  Lunatic  Asylum;  John  P. 
Brown,  William  H.  Ga^^e,  Marcello  Hutehinaon. 

The  Honnt  FleKsant  Cemetery.' — This  history 
lias  to  do  with  the  dead  aJi  well  utt  the  living,  Cimi- 
paratively  few  of  THunton'siuhabittints  are  above  the 
sod.  The  thousands  of  the  half  a  Hcuro  of  genoTU- 
tions  who  have  come  and  gone  since  Tuuntuu  had  a 
being  lie  entombed  in  her  ninny  consocrated  yunis, 
nf  some  of  which  a  fitting  account  has  been  given 
elsewhere.  It  is  proposed  in  this  brief  paper  to  make 
ipecial  mention  of  only  one  of  tliem,  Mount  Pleosunt 
Cemetery. 

"  In  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thouMind  eight  hun- 
dred and  Ihirty-sii,  an  act  to  incorporate  the  ])ropri- 
etors  of  the  Taunton  Cemetery"  was  piissed  and  re- 
ceived the  signature  of  the  Governor  (Edward  Ever- 
ett), "  28d  of  March."  The  names  of  the  incorpora- 
tors were  "  George  B.  Atwood,  SHmuol  11.  King,  Sam- 
uel ().  niinbar,  together  with  such  other  porsimH  iis 
shall  become  proprietors  of  lots."  At  the  lirsL  meet- 
ing of  these  "  proprietora,"  duly  called  "  the  Bth  day 
of  April,  laUfi,"  H.  G.  O.  Colby,  Esq.,  was  chosen 
secretary,  and  the  following  jiersons  tnisleeH:  Hou. 
Samuel  Crocker,  &.  O,  Dunbar,  Joseph  Wilbur,  George 
B.  Atwood,  H.  G.  O.  Colby,  Samuel  B.  King,  An- 
eelm  Basse  tt. 

It  was  voted  Co  call  the  cemetery  "  Mount  Pleasant." 
Altio  voted  "  that  the  thanks  of  this  corporation  bo 
given  to  the  Hon.  Samuel  Crocker,  for  his  gift  of  said 
lot  of  laud  to  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  a  cemetery ; 
that  this  vote  be  recorded  by  the  secretary;  that  a 
committee  be  appointed  to  communicate  the  same  to 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Crocker,  and  be  empowered  to  receive 
from  him  in  behalf  of  the  corporation  a  deed  of  the 
said  land,  procure  the  same  to  be  recorded,  and  that 
when  the  trustees  shall  havo  laid  out  tlie  lolu  in  stiid 

'  B;  B.  Hupklni  ta»iy. 


cemetery,  they  hIdiII  oiler  to  Mr.  Cmcber  tile  Hr9t 
choice  of  lota  therein."  At  a  subsei]uent  meeting  uf 
the  trustees,  the  Uoii.  Siiniucl  Crocker  wmh  cIumch 
|jre«iiient  uf  the  corpomtion  and  Suniuel  O.  Dunbar 

The  cunsecmtinri  of  the  cemetery  whs  "  on  Mon* 
day.  the  4th  of  July.  1830,  under  lUo  direction  of  tli« 
trustees,  and  with  the  following  nurviceu:  1.  Blusic 
by  the  choir,  'i.  Prayer  by  the  Rev.  EnkHtiis  Multby. 
3.  Reading  of  Scripture  by  Rev,  Mr.  lliuMinl.  4. 
Singing  an  original  hymn,  by  Miss  Mary  W.  Hale. 
5.  An  address,  by  Hon.  Francis  lluyliim.  0,  Conse- 
crating prayer,  by  Hov,  Andrew  Bigclow.  7.  An 
original  hymn,  1)y  Charles  R.  Atwood,  sutig  by  the 
congregation  to  tune  of 'Old  Hundreil.'  8.  [leiieUic- 
Lion,  by  Rev.  Mr.  McReuding.  The  services  were  lit 
Cypress  Dell,  and  in  prescnceof  about  three  thousand 
pcraons." 

Immediately  alter  llie  publiu  inculiug  the  i»r|>ora- 
tion  met,  Hun.  Samuel  Crocker  pmiiding,  and,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  L.  B.  King,  "  ImI  No.  1  whs  reserved 
for  a  monument  in  memory  of  Elixiibuth  Pwilv,  tlie 
fuunilress  of  Taunton."    The    lailies    Bukis«>]iiently 


May  10,  18.18,  it  was  voted  "thnt  \qI^  inimlwrcd 
145,  MG,  147,  148,  and  14!l,  situated  on  Pine  jHith,  ou 
the  side  of  Mount  Crtiukur,  be  gnuitetl  to  till:  lion. 
Samuel  Crocker;  Chut  the  secretary  be  directed  tu 
prepare  a  deed  of  the  same,  tender  it  to  tlio  Hun.  Mr. 
Crocker,  witli  a  copy  of  this  vote,  and  causa  it  lA  bo 
recorded  in  the  registry  of  lieeils  of  the  cor|H>nitii>ii." 

Fur  more  than  a  doiiea  yean  Uiere  wna  aj>|H(nMilly 
liltia  interest  taken  in  buying  lots  or  braitUryinf 
grounds  in  the  cemetery.  The  original  flh  lit  Mr. 
Crocker  contained  six  acres,  forty -four  roiU,  Imnmltvl 
by  Itarnum  and  what  is  now  CohanneC  Streetn.  1ml  in 
1 852,  Mr.  Samuel  B.  King,  sou-jn-liiw  of  Mr.  Ciuckar, 
firoposed  to  sell  the  cnrjiorntion  two  acres  aitjoining, 
which  should  bo  bouudMl  by  it  new  Hlruot,  tii  be  laid 
mit  by  him.  uilled  Crocker  Cilruut,  lor  two  thmiNind 
Jollurs,  tiiwanis  which  liu  wouhl  subscribe  live  hun- 
dred dollare.  This  propottiUon  was  accc(>ted,  ns  it 
would  give  neuiled  uddilionul  lund,  and  thu  m».-ept- 
mice  awakened  new  inturcst.  The  tnistew  in  tlidf 
next  report,  April  20,  1853,  speak  favorably  of  Ihe 
enlargement;  recommend  that  the  "whole  grounds 
be  inclosed  in  one  lot,  with  a  suitable  [lerniaiient 
fence."  They  thus  close  their  report :  "  Within  a  few 
weeks  past  has  occurred  the  lamented  death  uf  the 
Hun.  Sauiuel  Crocker,  the  president  uf  this  corjHini- 
tion  from  its  first  orgauizaCion.  To  his  munificeuce 
a.re  wo  indebted  for  all  the  land  we  now  own,  except 
that  purchased  of  S.  B,  King  the  last  year.  The 
trustees  would  recommend  Co  the  cori>orntion  tlie 
erection  of  a  suitjiblc  monument  in  token  uf  respect 
tn  his  memory." 

At  this  same  meeting  it  was  "  voted  tliiit  the  tms- 
icea  bo  authori£cil  to  take  of  the  ninda  uf  the  cur- 
poratiDD  Jive  hundred  dollars,  if  it  be  c 
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order  lo  erect  e  niiteble  raoonneot  lo  the  Hod.  Ben- 
uel  Crocker,  the  donor  of  the  land,  end  to  pat  up  e 
fence  on  that  pert  of  the  cemetery  bonnded  on  Orooker 
Street,  provided  the  remidnder  be  paid  by  rabaerip- 
tlon,  and  that  the  treasurer  be  anthoriaed  to  hire  the 
money  for  the  tmsteee.'*  The  Ibnce  was  ''pat  np"  in 
due  time,  bat,  onibrtanately,  ''the  monament^'  has 
never  been  "  erected/' 

April  10,  1807.  A  Tote  of  thanks  was  tendered 
Messrs.  8. 0.  Danbar  and  A.  J.  Barker  for  their  inters 
est  in  improTing  the  cemetery  groaiids,  and  a  "deed 
of  aloton  the  top  of  Meant  Pleasant  was  presented  Mr. 
Barker  as  a  token  of  their  appreciation  of  hisserrices." 

May  18, 1807.  It  was  made  known  to  the  corpora* 
tion  Charles  L.  Babbitt,  deceased,  beqneathed  one 
thousand  dollars,  "the  income  of  which  should 
be  applied  to  the  improreroent  of  the  cemetery." 
Also  Hon.  Chandler  R.  Ransom  tendered  the  cor- 
poration his  tomb.  In  1870,  Horatio  Gilbert,  of 
Boston,  donated  his  tomb.  The  same  year  it  was 
Toted  to  buy  of  Charles  Husband  the  land  adjoining 
the  cemetery,  between  Barnum  and  Cohannet  Streets, 
"  called  the  Cobb  Common,"  containing  a  little  more 
than  one  acre. 

April  18, 1881.  "  Thanks  were  extended  to  William 
R.  Potter  for  his  gift  of  $60  to  the  cemetery."  There 
is  also  the  record  of  a  gift  from  E.  H.  Bennett  of 
|(94.f>0.  Much  interest  is  taken  in  the  Improvement 
of  lots  at  the  present  time,  and  the  treasurer's  last 
report  indicates  a  good  condition  of  the  finances: 
Receipts  from  all  sources,  $4408.20;  expenditures, 
$2790.28;  balance  in  treasury  April  11, 1888,  $1077.98. 
Th^  present  officers  of  the  corporation  are,  Presidrat, 
William  Mason ;  Secretary,  Treasurer,  and  Superin- 
tendent, Seth  L.Cushman;  Trustees,  William  Mason, 
S.  N.  Staples,  N.  H.  Skinner,  Z.  Sherman,  Joseph 
Dean,  A.  King  Williams,  A.  J.  Barker,  £.  H.  Bennett, 
William  Cox. 

The  Mayflower  Hill .  Cemetery  is  a  much  larger 
burial-place  of  more  recent  date,  which  is  attracting 
much  Attention,  and  is  being  greatly  beautified.  It 
contains  not  far  from  sixty  acres,  is  bounded  by  Wash- 
ington.  Thrasher,  and  East  Britannia  Streets,  and  be- 
longs to  the  city,  liberal  grounds  are  appropriated  finr 
tlie  poor.  A  new  Catholic  cemetery  is  laid  out  on  the 
opposite  side  of  East  Britannia  Street  Other  ceme- 
teries date  ftirther  back  than  1800,  and  are  noticed 
elsewhere. 
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1000.  John  Ifftthawtj. 
1607.  John  Hathnwaj. 
160ft-00.  OftpCTboMMliMiiMd. 


ITOOlN* 

ITDL 

ITHL  Nobtrt 

1708. 

1104.  Oupi.  HMlfy 

ITOi.  JoMfh 

lies.*!,  lofewi 

IIQS.J1 

17QS. 

ITIO. 

ITU. 

ITIlL 

ITIS.  Oupl,  Bit  J  Boigm, 

1T14.0ipt 

nts-n.  nmtf 

1TI8. 

ITlt.  S0th  WnikHMH 

im.  Bob«rl 

ITtl. 

ITSi.  Mm  KlBf. 

17S8.Bobiil 

17H-V.  Still  WnUMMib 

1717-90.  StCli  wnuuH. 

1731.  SaiBMl  WilUnw. 

1732.  OnitSMWNlWIUlHM. 

1733.  O^fL  imm  UoMid. 

1734.  Onit  StBatl  wnilMH. 
1780.  On^  Jam  Liwim^. 
1780-88.  SmwnI  WtUiaM^ 
1730-40.  0§pLJt 
1741-44.  Jolw  GoAHgr. 
1746-48.  Jmm«  WfllteM. 
1740-61.  SMnMl  White. 

1763.  Snaiaol  White. 
0^)1  ThoMM  Oobh. 

1764.  Imol  TMido. 
1766.  JoMUhMi  BwBfj. 
1760.60.  SMMMl  White. 
1700-08.  Jmmi  WUIhUM. 
1704-06.  8a»Ml  White  (4p«kii). 
170^40.  JoOTph  TMite. 

1700.  JMMsWIIItaM. 

DMiMliMBavd. 
1770-71.  Outol  LMMvd. 

Gootgo  Oodftvj. 
1771.  GeoTKO  Qodtnf, 

NehMBtah  Lijwoahi 
1778.  pMltl  LiwiM^. 

XoliwtTkMlFfeiM. 
1774.  DMltl  LMBwi,  Jr. 

BobortTvwlFlitec. 
mft.  Boliort  Ttful  Mm. 

CbL  0«ois«  WHUmnl 
ITIOf  Q»l.  NalhMrfal  LwMid. 

luy.  BMbmm  wosftvyr.   * 

1777.  Bolitrt  TnU  Mm. 
Ool.NMhMtel 

1778.  CbL  NothMtei 
1770.  Qmrgt  OodlNgr. 


1780.  Oupl.  IdMlnd 
0»I.NfelhMtelLwMie. 

1781.  lehabod  LioMrt. 

NIehotas  Biurilw. 
1788-83.  Job  Smith,  bf. 
1704.  Job  8«llh,n»i. 

Qooiio  Qodfroj.  - 
1786.  Job  Smith,  Sm|. 
1788.  Nkhotes  BuyUM. 
1707-88.  Gol.  Natbftiil«l  LMiiftrd. 
1780-08.  Goo.  DavM  Oobb  (Spaah- 
•r). 

1703.  No  ropratMitotlTO. 

1704.  Apollo*  LeoMud. 
1706.  MfoholMTHliiifbMt 


lliOb  Ajolteo 

llfMBSS. 

1S0L 


1S0S4.  Db 


1800.  JohaW. 


ISU.  JohaW. 


vnu 


1811.  Ji 

m 


mi. 


iMtehKlsc.. 

«iohB  Nmo. 
#MB  OoSnvy. 


ISIS-IOL 

ISIT. 

mS.  Job  OoSftif, 

mt.  wimMi 

IS8O.  D.  a  W.  OMb. 
18IUS4.  CkMiwril 


Dr. 


18B8.  Job  OoShvy. 


AlMB  rVMbny. 


Wm.A,t.S»iort. 


lebiAoa  UmoIb. 

JOM 


Oooiso  Walhtr,  Jr. 


Alton 

UodgMBMd. 

Oooq^f  Walhor,  Jr. 

fhuMh  WUIfauM. 

HMiy  Wintimi.    • 
1886.  Fnndi  BuyUn. 

Jtamm  W.  OnwrnM. 

Lomnol  Ltoaord  (U). 

Alloa  Pmbtwgr. 

Ooorgo  Wii1k«*r. 

■Itoha  Wnlkvr. 
1880.  ApoikM  Anthooj. 

LmmhI  UmLl. 


BudtM  Bnd, 
T.  Apgll«  Anthgnj. 
LHBurd  H>l]. 
Su-plMii  L.  WblU. 


11.  0.0.  Oulbj. 


Ijtiplian  L.  WliK*. 


Alplixia  toorurd. 


JuuH  H.  Wllllanu. 
8*raiiil  Cklo,  Jr. 


una  M.  WinUlDU. 
imai  H.  WlUUlul, 


wlwtid,  Jr. 
vdnrd,  Jr. 


LiBK  Lwikr),  llturj  tlal(«,  PbJLIp  KIbc  IhwI  Tin 
ItM,— PUIlip  BIni.  lltnrj  HodgM.  Thaaiu  Wlllluia,  TIiqiuh  IIutv, 
UudKH,  p.ui  Wilku,  ThoDU  WIllUiH. 

r/Hud(«i.TliDiiiuUamT.      ■ 


-ilonrjr  II^KH,  Tliumu  llumx.ThoUH  William*. 
-Ilanr/  lIolKaa,  Tbuiiiu  ll»r>*;,  Tl.uii»  WIIIIkiu*. 
— JuH|)b  Wlllli,  Km  Dau>.  TUunu  Wlllluu.  Tlmaau  OlItiHt, 

— JuiH    Uuiurd.   Tliuau   Wllllnnia,  Htory    H<hI(«,  Tliau 

lUnff,  TliDHiu  Qlllftrl. 

— (kpi.  lUury  ll»lg«,  ThoBiM  H*ri*r,  Thomu  WHIIum,  Jgta 

iV.llirnll,  HIchulu  WbKa. 

— Ileurf    11m1(h.  Tliuuiaa    WlRluna,  Juim    Uenaid,  T'— T" 

1700.— Uoot.  JuiH  Laonud,  Jireil  Tallwt.  [arul  Tiarubir,  Ttwiaa 


.— TUuoi 


Hun; 


>,  Tbgo 


Niilhau  S.  WlllUma. 
W.ill«r  S.  Sp»«q>. 
l«es.  IMdrll.llcwI. 


^  Gwrtall.  IkliUll,Jr. 

Alt>.  U.  OlMIHIlllU. 
ISn.  JoLd  1.  lii»iK.nl. 
Julio  II.  CIlBRh. 

ti«rc*EI.  Il.bbllt,Jr. 

Jgliii  S  tl*nfun|t(apnl(«). 
Juhn  U.  CboTTli. 

Jubn  B.  Sinfunl  (BpHklr). 

Milliu  D.  S-*iit. 
int-TO.  J<i)iu  K.SuibfllBpMllM). 


X.—IUary  lloilEHiTliiioiai  llnrivj'.JmiH  LviiuTd, Thoiuaa  aillxn, 
nm,— J»nia>LiMiial<l,TI<umuliiir>iir.II»nyllinlgia,  Tkuuui  LruiiBni, 
.1  tlitigf,  Tl.guu  ailUrl,  Itub«l  Cni_ 


niU.^lnuiH  Louu.nl,  Tlwi 
■UK.  Abnlon  Jiroaa. 
-n.ur](  tlulsM,  TUuBiM  011l-r^  TlioiiMa  Haoij. 


Mll-r 


«at]r  llu-liiis. 


1713.— Th<.u.ull>rter,NlcligUaWUJU>,TI>uiiiM>UIIUFt,  llu 

ar.Nlcliulu  Vfl<ll*,Jalia  Smllk, 
H  U^rxy,  HIcholu  WUlu,  Tliuuiu  Qlll^rl.  J>Ai  SBlIb, 
r  lIudgH,  Thuoiu  irBrriijr,  Belli  WUIIuna.  Joha  j 

171S.— TliuDui  UillMit,  JuUn  Smllk,  TliuHi 


liuUu  Wl.ll>. 


"" 

Wl'll'l^ 

ll«d.Jr. 

J^l.l.  11 

J»1.ii  w 

ll«t. 

Jul.u 


UarioB  (S.Ub,  Jr. 


I  Jgnaa,  TIiobh  Qutty,    ^ 


nlBUB  Juus*,8uiiMl  Laoout, 


I7!7.— »rili  IVIIIIwia,  JgliD  King,  Juliii  Uwib,  Jdiuh  V 

all.  WllU>r.. 
nUk-^ubu  Aiulrawa,  KIclAnl  Oaitvaj,  Imuh  Murick,  Ja 


kI  Pllta. 


I.  lUoi 


aBLBCTHEK  VROH  IBB!  TO  luu. 
K.-Junai  Lsuoird,  HaDi7  HodKa,  KalliaDid  Wllllafl.a,  JubB  Ilitl 


idnwt,  Jaaxa  Walktr,  DaiJaiulB  Wlllw.Jytia  Umm, 
kiidrun,  JsaiH  Walkar,  ll«i]>ti>lD  WllUin,  J^u  llaiM, 
llmuD,  Sannt'l  Pliu,  Uaury  IlvdKca,  land  Jhima,  Jvlu 
nndgH,  J< 


1  Uam,  Jail 


>B,  llanij  H^d^o,  Jgba 
Dfa,  John  U-M-a. 


•unird,  IlaDiT  Ugdg«,  Tata 
>llh.  Itsnc;  Uodgia,  Bliadni 


37.— Juhn  Wlllla,  llaary  HodgH. 
iB-M.— l.mal  BroB,  tiaiui»l  I'LIU.  J-hn  WIIIH,  II 
lU.-llurgHn  R.I.I.  (iJ),  RIohiinl  Oojmsf.  Jau.il., 
Biinh  kValkar,  »,IU  WIIIJMUa. 

I741~1X.— HeDunl  Ic^. 

lTt>.^rbiuui  iMmtti,  Jam—  LMsard. 


118^— HtMy  Bai§m> 
iMiarlBhkA. 


ITfOL—tMWtl 

17fl.-llleteri  Ooifbif,  Ji 


WallMr, 


Wlh 


ITO.— bnMl  TMaU,  BkhM«  CMfrqr, 

17i8.— BldMrt  CMAf^qr.lHMl  TMiKI 

ITSL— Itnwl  TIfMtb  Rielwrd  Oodfrvj,  StaMM  WllliHM. 

176S^— IinMl  TMrU,  BIdhwl  Qodft^j,  StaMM  WlllMHb  fiwhli  Ib^ 


ITiS.— Mehnnl  OodMrigr,  itaMM  WmiHU,  JnMt  LtOMvl. 
17«Tw— Reoof4tlo0t 

ITtt^MelMrt  CMMr^,  EMn7  HMI|«^  Bleter*  ObMu 
ITm^BldMrd  CMfrqr,  itaMM  WilUiaib  HM17 

OiiM>. 
177t<— Mo  fvoord. 

1771.— #ohn  BMd,  Bm^JmiIb  1>«m,  Jr^  Wmim  Thay«r. 
ITTSd— Wolwnl  Oodfrv,  Bm^JmiIb  DtiiB,  Jr.,  UlMbod  LtoMtd,  HIiIm 

BwniU,  Ebeneter  Oob^ 
1774.— Rfclmrd  Oodft«j,  BviOMilB  Bmui,  Jr.,  KIMw  Btntj,  lohtbod 

Laominl,  EbMMwr  ObU^ 
1775-7V.— BiehMtl  Oodfrry,  lehnbod  LmmtA,  KIMia  Bwtmj. 
1777^1lielMnl  Godftvj,  Mbmm  WUHmmh  BmUmrIb  WllllBMb  llU«li 

linooln,  ApolkM  LtonBrd. 
177i.— Mo  rsconl. 
1779.— nUah  UfieolD,  ApolkM  LMaftrd,8oloBKm  D«Bn,OonioliiM  White, 

MftthBiiM  BrisgB. 
1780.— Apolio*  LMNMrd,OMrBtllai  White,  MathMltl  Briggi,  Mosh  Dmui, 

Bwimtr  Dmb. 
1781-47.— Mo  record. 

1788.— Qdorge  Oodfkvj,  Jiunw  Laoimrd,  BbmeMr  Dmui. 
178B.— dwirgo  Oodnrtj,  Job  Smith,  Jamot  Leopftnl,  IboBOMr  Dtui, 

IQkikliii  WiUker. 
1780.— Oeorxo  Ckidfkvj,  Job  Smith,  Jmnw  LaooBrd,  XboaoMr  I>mui, 

KHttklm  Wiilkor. 
1791.— Ooorito  Qodttmy,  Job  Smith,  JaoiM  LooBwd,  XboaoMr  DtBB, 

Potor  Walkor. 
not^^oH  Smith,  Kmbomt  Dmb,  S«th  Pindoilbrd,  Jmnw  Btu%  Baftw 

Lineoln. 
1789-04.— Rheiwiier  Dwn,  Jmbw  Iliirt,  Xehftbod  IiWBBrd,  Ratat  LIbooIb, 

JiWMt  TMalo. 
1798.— Ibmmwr  Dmm,  Jmho  Bart,  fehsbod  Iitoaard,  Bataf  LIbooIb, 

JahkbTMbIo. 
1788.— nfOMSor  Dean,  Jmnat  Hart,  RbAm  Unooln,  JamM  Ttodalo, 

Mathanlol  Tioomird. 
1797.— JoBMt  Tlidala,  MathuM  Tjoooard,  Joitph  Doao,  Joitph  TItdala, 

JomthaB  Intoll,  Jr. 
1798.— Mathanlel  Lennanl,  Joatph  Dtaa,  Joaaph  TMale,  JoBathaa  Ib- 

gall,Jr.,ameoBnicka. 
1799.— MathBBM  IiMBard,  Joaafh  Daaa,  Joatph  TMalo,  JoaathaB  Ib- 

gall,  Jr.,  GMtoa  Hkka. 
t900^MathMlol  liooBard,  Joaaph  Dmui,  Joatph  TMalo,  JoMflifB  Ib- 

griUJr.lBMwTaUia. 
190t.-^liMph  l>a«B,  baM  TBhhi^  ViihohM  TUIlBghaM,  AMal  Maanmhar, 

Jaonh  BMrwoy. 


',Jr^ 


JaoobBam^. 
ISfft-Joarph  Dmb,  Jaooh  Banrngr,  MBraad  ABlhoay. 
ISOt-^eatph  DaMh  MIeholai  Ylllt^|wa^  Jaooh  Bamiy.ateBBi  Ab- 

thoBj,  JohB  Iteod. 
180B-«^MathBBlol  LeoMN,  MwBBd  AathMiy,  JM»  Baad,  JohB  <M- 

froj,  MathaBlal  WIINaBM; 
1807.— MalhaBlol  liOoBanl,  MaMrad  ABtbooy,  JohB  Baod,  JohB  Oodfttj, 

MathMilol  WlilhUM  (td). 
1808.— MathoBlcl  Laonard,  SdmsBd  ABthoay,  Jbha  load,  JahB  Ood. 

ftvj,  MathanM  WillfaUM  (8d). 
1800.— Mathanlal  LwMiard,  Edmond  Anthooy,  JohB  Bood,  JohB  GodlHgr, 

MatlianlH  WlllliuiM(9d). 
1810.— Mathanlal  Uonard,  John  Qodftoj.Mathaaltl  WllllaflM  (9d),  Pater 

Walkar,  Jeramlah  PavII. 
1811.— Mathanlel  Leonard,  John  Oodfray,  Petor  Walkar,  Philip  Dean, 

Daniel  Brewer,  Jr. 


Ml  ^NBpNBi  (■■• 


Jr. 


181&-PhlHp 


ft«  UhBbod 


18t8u— VhllipDaBB, 

AUMharWmiaML 
UlT^-PhfllpDaBB, 


lilS^PhUlp  Dana, 


Laoaard, 


LlBOOlBb 


18181— Philip  Daaa,  Tbaana  fdMohii 

AUathar  Wnthnaa. 
UBOr-PhUlplNaa,' 

AbtelharWnilaaii. 
ISSlw—Phnip  Dana, ' 

AMathBrWrataam. 
18Str-PhlHp: 

uuw— Philip: 

188ii    Joaapii  Daaa,  Jr., , 

18H   Joaaph  Daaa,  Jr^  Iqhahad  Laaaaid,  WDIlMi  I 
18M.— lohabod  Liaooia,  JoBopli  Daaa,  Jr.»  WillteM  { 
ISHw-Iohnhod  Uaoola,  Jaoaph  Daaa,  Jr^  WlUteai 
188&— lehahod  Uaoola,  Joaaph  Dana,  Jr..  WPNaai 
l889w-Iohabnd  Uaoola,  Joha  P.  DmbIi,  WHI 
1830L— lehahod  Uaoola,  J<*a  P.  DMBli,  WDUaai  I 
1881.— lehahod  Uaootai,  Joha  P.  Daaali^  Wnilaai  I 
1888-84.- William  Saatir,  Jaoaph  Wllhar,  Oaoigo  Walkar,  Jr. 
1885-87^    Joaaph  Wllbor,  Gaatgo  Walkar,  Slophaa  U,  WhUa. 
1888-4a-Joa^  Wnhar,  Lathor  L.  Shorty  BkiphM  L.  Wh^a. 
18«l-43.-Joarph  Wnhar,  Altoa  Prvihngr,  Staphoa  L.  WhNk 
t8«4.-Joaaph  Wllbar,  Wllllaal  BMklaik  Ohailaa  Pnriknf* 
1848.— William  Saavor,  VoMo  Ctaaady,  Dafld  BamUL 
184^-40.- wmiam  Saavir,  Aadraw  BL  Hall,  IibhuI  L.  Cka^tar. 
1860— Kllaa  A.  Monr,  Aadraw  H.  Hall,  Ohailaa  B.  Atmood. 
1801^-Jamfa  M.  WnihMi^  Aadrtar  B.  Hall,  WviaXaltt. 
188t^.— BIfaH  A.  Morm,  WUUam  W,  Maanaihar,  Blvia  Killh. 
18B8^BlfaH  A.  Morm,  AIIm  PraAiBj,  Bba  Bilkllt. 
18B8-«7^Bltaa  A.  Hofoa,  Altea  Prmbr^n  iJko  0.  Okrrlar. 
1868w-Stephon  L.  White,  Altea  Piaabiay,  bum  0.  Okrrlar. . 
18M.— Allen  Praahrajr,  Staphoa  L.  Whiter  Ihm  O.  Ohnlar. 
1880-83^AllM  Prtebriy,  Oontelhrn  White,  IhmO.  Oarriar. 
1884^Altea  Prtebry,  Abaam  Brla^  MaihM  ■>  Wmtama. 

ITMap  P^mre  ^  Srfmtom.— 1888  to  1888,  ladarivtt  Vm,  IHl,  1748, 
1744  to  1788,  asoopt  1788;  ITfT,  1789, 17T1, 1771,  ITllt  1797. 

TOWH  OLBBIS^  1888-1888. 


188&-44.  Shadraeh  WUhonb  who 

1818-M.  JMMi  P.  BDIi. 

dlodabo«ll700. 

1888-89.  WOUmi  Bimnlw. 

1708.  Joha  Wllbora. 

188^48.  Haaty  %x  irnom. 

1788.  BaBlaaita  Wilbora. 

1988-88.  JiuM8  ■.  CItoditoaB,  ap- 

1740-1890.  Jaaoa  WIIUaBHi,  Jr. 

polatad  Siflirtir,  1888,  to 

1981-84.  AUM  WmtaBN. 

Iho  tonriaaitoa  of  Iho  town. 

1988^.  WauiBd  Aathoaj. 

1888. 

18IBwykBactaB.llMrao. 

TOWV  TBBABUB 

■BSk  1187  to  1881. 

1787.  SMHtel  Whtta. 

1989-44.  BdBMBi  AathMj. 

1784-n.  Bo^KMBto  WOflaaH. 

1944-47.  Lima illfcWMto. 

1778.  Qooffgo  CMINgr. 

194T-99.  Ohariaa  Pianor. 

180941  BaanMlOtaokaf. 

1S8M4.  JaaMiP.aniB. 

189148.  Joha  Boafor. 

lw^49b  Qaoffga  A  Atwooa. 

1988.  WinhM  Baod. 

1907.  Jaoaph  H,  WOhtr. 

1888.  Jaaoa  li.  Hodgaa. 

1988.  Baaiaalll.1lakham. 

18ffr-84.  Joha  Bayllaa.. 

188^48.  PhOlp  T.  Brawolar. 

1884-88.  Oklvla  Woodward. 

198^48.  vooiva  A.  ^r  aOhoara. 

A8SBS80B8  VBOM  1888  TO  1888. 

1866w— J.  Alonao  Phllllpa,  Horaoo  Lowla,  Ollrer  S.  Ondfragr,  BoBjomIn 
Splnnoy,  Oharlea  F.  Jt^naon,  BeiU<iBilB  Porter,  Paraa  F.  Smith. 

1888w— J.  Alonao  Phllllpa,  Franeli  S.  Moaroo,  Oliver  S.  Oodftoj,  Beqja- 
min  Splnnej,  Oharlea  F.  Johnoon,  Charlea  tt.  Stephoaa^  Haary  M. 
Harrej,  Paraa  F.  Smith. 
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u._cbiri 


[7  H.  It  IT 


ino-T1._(I»r«aJI.  BabNtt,  H»ry  M,  Hint/,  Abiui  Uiim. 
18T2,— AbniiiBFiK>,Saiiin*lll.Tlolib>D.U*Dcr  K'llunr. 
IBTS-Tt.— StDiuul  U.  TjDkliim,  Brurj  N.  Ibotif,  Ilinri  8.  Hart, 
ia7e-IS^-JiiDM  U.  Cuiliaiu(clialniiui),  HanriM.  lUrt«>,  BiDirS. 

lan.-Juun  H.  CiuhiiuiD,  Hanrr  a.  Hut,  Wllllniii  B.  PlMdwdl, 
]eT«-«a,— Willlruii  B,  gpnal  (elwlmiiii),  H«ni/S.nan  (clsrk),  Wlllua 

H.  PLhJw.II. 
UBl-e3.— WJIllam  B.  Spml  (ilnUd  fur  Unit  ;nin,  Mtd).  WIIIUh  D. 


dinreb  (clsiii). 


CITT  OFriCEBS. 


Tauaton  became  a  city  In  18G5.  Tlis  rullowinK 
are  the  citj  oflieeni,  mayon,  Board  of  Aldurmen,  uud 
Gouncilmen  from  ]S<i5  to  the  present  time  (1883). 


n.  Beed;  £,  AuHii  J.UicVrr ;  S,  Kitlun  Rud;  4,  Tbuu.jwii,  Mvo- 
buryifi^NnUian  E.  William*  i  0,  LsUniu  B.  Uiui>:b;  I.UDrudlat 
Wlilu ;  i,  CktrlH  L.  tdiarlui ;  Jurn  M.  Ciialiuwn  vu  iIkUiI  dlj 
clmtk,  and  n-alaulxl  apnuslljr  hi  lUl,  unl  iiuw  irrtiDf.  Canitutiii 
Council,  Uonlki  Piall,  |inild>BI ;  Ward  I,  Juliii  T.  Ctnn,  Nalbui- 
l<l  B,  Mhbd,  atarj  A.  TW«;  1.  ''"■■a  H-  BnnktU.  J.w«  II. 
Bpnat,  Nalbiui  Clack ;  3.  Kdvln  Kallh,  K.  Diwh  TUnla.  J.  W.  U 
Wllbnr;  4,  Uonlhi  Pnll,  Haceua  II.  Bhodo,  CbarlH  ViaMrifi, 
Johu  W.  Uart,  Job  U.  a>alfn>,  Kllab*  Wlllliui  S,  trndirkk 
llalbam;,  Julm  Paull,  Artguu  Biligi)  1,  Ifin  V.  WuodwanI, 
ONUg*  a.  Wilkn,  Jwpl,  W.  Uatburaj  j  a,  Nmbunlil  U.  l.tiM»rd, 
Juan  D,  Alliru.  Bug]  Hkrr*; )  Barsuil  A.  Oalllgaii,  clatk  )  Otargt 
A.  WubbBrn  wu  elictcd  clly  ttauianr  In  law,  and  l>ub«a  UDaai- 
UDUiI/  n-elKtrd  aunuiLljr  10  1U3,  and  now  ■wtini. 

IBM.— Uajar.JCdmuDdB.  BinDill.  Aldunan,  Wnid  l.EdguH.Baadi 
I,AliBUj.  Barkar;  a.Jnbu  B.  <n>iual  ;  4,  Tbompwn  Ntxtburj  ;  II, 
SIIh  e.  KlDgi  e,  Labann  B.  CbuHb;  I,  Omntt  0.  W«lk>r|  B, 
Cliarlia  L.  LuiBiini.  Couacllmtn,  CliiirloriKUr,  imldam :  Wanl 
1,  NalliaDlal  B.  Haaoi,,  JoDUbaD  J.  Btulajr,  L.  J.  WllmarUi )  Z,  Jsho 
E.  Banronl,  Nilbau  Clark,  WIIUub  B.  Uanufwil;  3.  Edvla  Xallk, 
J.  W.  L.  Wilbur,  William  B.llatvliri  •,CbulH  f  Mar,  Xdunnd 
W.  Foclar,  Andnw  H.  ndl;  t,  Oku*  WllllaDii,  Ebaatuc  Pullt- 
Curd.H.  K.Snulbiiiarllii  e,  W.  B.  PratbiF^,  W.  U.rbilllpi,  Joaapb 
L.  FmbnjiT,  Blaplian  Flam,  ZanaaF.  Bllia,  B.  P.  Wnudvard;  i, 
Jauaa  D.  Albn,  Jahu  Badlaj,  Rual  Uan.j ;  B.  A.  QdUvin,  plark.' 

Uffl.—KtLjar,  Edmand  II.  Bannatt,*  Slepbin  U.  Bbndai.i  Aldirmtn, 
Ward  1,  Slrpban  H.  Bliudta,'  Abnm  Bilui ;  •  E,  Park;  I.  Pcrtli, ; 

baivD  S.  Cliunbi  7,  Oioitt  □.  Walkeri  B,  Nalbaiilel  Uuuanj. 
OuuDdliuMi,  Juliii  ]I.Su(urtl,  |ui>ldui>ti  Ward  1,  J.  J.Hliuilaf,  ■<. 
J.  VrilDiailh,  Lumdar  Suila )  I,  Jul.ii  ■.  Haurwl,  Wllllaui  II.  lla>- 
auixiil,  Jamaa  II.  Suui ;  3,  Kdwlu  Kallb,  Wllllua  B.  Hurpb;,  Wil- 
liam II.  Brown  ;  t.  E.  W.  Piin>r,Audrai>  U.  Ilall,  C.  K.  BKil'liaiiai 
«,J.  L.UB«inUr.<laar|a  Wllilania,  Klkanali  Plan:!-;  O.H.H.ei'f 
|j|«,  U  H.  lli.k>c,  Jubu  U.CIiaicU  1 T,  UunanI  L.ljl>°n,  K.  I).  Piall, 
Aleiandar  II.  Cli.ni;lbi;  1,  RucI  lUrvajr,  Juba  lUdla^,  Huaw 


n  r.  SmItli.  Couucilui 
J.HIaula/,  UoncaM.  II 
William  It.Duruiiwn, 


K.  SasfUrd,  Wllllain  U.  Ui 
llfaD,  Saucy  K.  LoTatli 
Tbonaa  It.  Uwn*,  Humi 
WllIblua,laaaDW.  Lnub 


mSj-Lai 


,  Jullua  C,  llaaklaa,  Jului  A. 

in  H.  aiaiilni.  Biillnca  T.  fw 
onj,  umrj  J.  rullar;  T,  iVIoc  0.  Tbayar,  liimafb  W.  Ifalliawajr, 
Wllliaiu  L  Wlilla,  Jr. ;  «.  Pl,lll|,  A.  riular,  Oliarica  D.  ItcHuBa. 
WlllUa,  W.Bwau. 
STd.— Hayur,  Danbil  L.  Hlleball.  Aldannm.  Wai4  I,  WlllUin  Tlak- 
baiu ;  x,  Parlr J  1.  Parriu  i  i,  Joaiili  Huipki ;  t.  Qwk*  H.  Wuud- 
wardi  G,8lla>  B.K<ugi  «,Jobn  U.  diHrch;  7.  Lauuuil  L.  atuM; 
e.Chtrlai  L.  LoTarinc.  CBUBdluau.  Jobs  B  BautJnl,  ^n^aali 
Ward  I,  Albcil  D.  Itaiol,  S.  H.  Hlxah^  U.  W.  Warteual)  X,  Jukn  B. 
Baui;<nl,  WlUlucuB.  lla>tn|»il,ClwtlH  ICMunniai  a,  II.  M.  !*»■ 
Hub,  Cbarln  0.lb>gb<r,  Wllllaai  11.  Bakac ;  4,  DatM  D.  Paikl*« 
Gaotja  P.  8«i.r,  Humaa  Palfi,*  Braalua  U»Ma  '  ' 


B«,G.  II 


arUuD 


I  I,  llaiii 


(71— Bajor,  Daiilal  1,.  HllsbtlL  Ablaiwu,  Waid  1.  Wlllluu  TIak- 
l>«u>il,Pail<'/I.  P<nlii;^Ju*.l,bUu[|,blI  «,  Ghiim- V.  te>»ti 
G,Jabii.Kh  B.  King,  Jr.)  g,JaBir*  H.Kiauii  T.SItpfcoii  I'Im»;  1. 
Cliarlu  L.  Uvarlui.  aunclliuan,  Jubu  K.  BaBtard,  pnaUnl: 
Wacd  I,  Jabu  B.  tMufbnj,  l-aUr  U.  Vaii(kB,  Job  B.  CiuMiaaj  «, 
Cbarlaa  K.  Muiiiua,  lluimw  Uwl.,  Wlllb.ai  B.ll,iivali  ».  WllliaM 
U.  Uakar,  Jauaa  A.  TlukluB,  VHiula  J.  llabacmu :  4,  Ua?ld  D.  Pic 
klna,  Ilairlaxu  O.  b.  Wlilla,  Cnwrsnl  N.  Falrl«k*i  S,  Juka  W. 
Harl,  Oiuraa  U.  Uulluwajr,  LyuDdar  gM|»r;  •,  Uasrj  J.  Fnllai, 
Cbulei  II.  Paul),  BsHlaulu  B.  IlaUuoa/l  T,  0«>r(a  A.  Unu, 
NiclujIaaM.  Cniw,  Kirn  P.  Woodward;  8,  Wllllaa  W.dwia.  Jvka 
C.  Muduiwld,  William  Uubarl  Wllliaai*. 

m.-llayor.  imni.l  L.  Hlicball.  AldanuD,  Wanl  I,  Alban  D.  Danl; 
i,  l-atl.X  I.  PaiTlnid,  llauryll.  LattclD(;l''4,  Ooor^a  r.S_i«: 
ft.  JabwOab  8.  King,  Jr.;  (1,  U.Bt,  J.  Fallat;  7.  BawP.  WoBiwu^j 


i.  l-alga, . 

ar;  S.  I.ymu.lur  S<>|wr,  Ullt.i  A. 
Plarcr,  Cbailia  II.  Uunmber;  t,  Blcbard  lUury  llall,  tiatM  B 
Cuibmau,  Jobn  T^lar  WlllUua;  7,  Judh  T.  Saaitll,  AUI  W,  Pa^ 
k«,  Jamaa  O.  Walker  1  B,  Wllllara  Rubart  WillUua,  a.  Ktmtl 
Uncoln,  John  Ilultand. 
leiJ.— Hairiir,  William  IL  Pot.  Ablamau,  Wanl  I,  Jawaa  II.  OuUlnli 
■i,  I'IimIoi  II.  Alwwd;  U,  jM.|di  Hundiyi  4,  Itlmr^n  H.  I1i«ivbi 
fi, rnaliulL-k  L.I)>ott<,nh;  ll,AirrHl  l-aulli  T.Jaran  U.  Walkvri  ^ 


ft,AI*uud.r  II.  WllUaua,  UmiIh  II, 
:  a,  Cbariaa  II.  SUiaua,  Aw  WllllaM^ 
I T.  BuaaatI,  DeiOaailn  L.  Walkrr,  Jaaua 
:,  Uanllaa  U,  Lunanl,  tUurr  J.  liar- 


I ;  ft,  Pmlurlck  L.  Buiwiirib ;  ■,  Jolio  U.  SMj;  7,  Javfa 
r;  8,  Ji,Biaa  A,  B,  Woudwanl.  Ou.iufdllu»,  Jaiu  II.  Ita 
lul;  Wanl  I,  llwirj'  IL  llacrla,  Wlllbun  B.  Umi^y,  ( 
uni;  «,  William  L.  Walkrr,  JubB  B  l)n.wu,  OiarlM  K.  HI 
B.PalKe,t)aHlW.td<lr.OwauUaBI(auj  4,Jui.a 


aall.  t 


uulbj  a  Bak<r. 


TAUMTON. 


1  : 


811 


I F.  OangMh  Tuitilili  Halfcaiwy  (.T,  Jitn 
T.  Hwiitf,  Ben|—t«  It,  Walfcf  i  %  Hiwy  J.  Baifc—fct  ftii* 
•rtek  Thayer,  Aoirtw  htMf, 
I ^^.p-Hiiyar,  Ofwut  II.  BkMllt.  AMotmms  Ward  1,  IlaMy  B.  llaifli  | 
i;  Winiam  U  Walkart  a,  OirfM  «.  Viilga;  4^  llatlMia  «.  WIWaM;  V 
John  W.  Hart ;  e,  AlfMIFaan  s  7,  AbalW.  Faitar ;  a,  BmI  Harffff . 
ODttncftiBfti,  Jaaaa  It.  Dtui,  prHldMiti  Wart  1»  Olli  WaAtars, 
Bhaliacl  P.  BItaa,  WnHaai  B.  Mmrphjt  I; Mia  B. BMitm^ Ohailaa 

5.  BMuBoad,  Bvafttl  D.  CMAf^qr :  \  AaBph  L.  niii,  JaMB  MaOuty, 
Thonai  0.  Iklvij ;  4|  TiaMllij  01  Bakar,  JiaaM  H.  1laa%B>  &  1b«» 
aaadi  B,  Okmrtm  W, Faall,  Alaaaadar  H.  WUBai, Oaaiy  F. Klag; 
e,  JaiMa  P.  OallfffaB,  Ohariaa  F.  Wblla,  Fkadaitok  HailMW«3r|  T, 
Haiiry  8.  Oalrtr,  KafJiaalah  Hodfiib Jmm  Manaf  t,  TbHMi  hmkf 
WillMir  F.  AlltfH  Obarica  S.  Dmui. 

Ifli^Majror.OaMialLBBUillt.  AMaraaa,  Wart  1,  WOUaai  B.  Mar- 
p1i7;f,WniiMnIi.Walkar;a,AaBpliIi.BltM;4,M  Bradfartltaaa; 

A,  John  W.  HaHt  •,  AlftW  Faall ;  7,  Abal  W.  Plnt«r(  t,  Wniwr  F. 
Allcii.  OoaiaMNi  CmboII,  Oharica B.  Blehmoiid, yrMMaiitt  Wart  1, 
OHa  WaahlNim,  Horatio  Ii.  Owhaiaa,  WIIHarn B.  Daaa;  f, Ohailai 

B.  BkhBNmd,  John  B.  Brovnfl^  Bvaratt  D.  OoMtvj ;  3,  J.  W.  Ik  Wll- 
bar,  John  H.  Ckilllfan,  ratridc  Gonatj*;  4,  Tlnothj  0.  Dakar,  Ooi^ 
aaltna  Wood,  Frrtorick  Maaoos  0«  Altuador  H.  WIIHaaM, Gootfa 
F.  Xiaf,  John  J.  craminor;  e,  William  8.  Bakor,  A.  L.  Wliterd,  John 
Woleh ;  7,  Potor C  Thayer,  Bbontiar  Oobh,  Franklin  Pratt;  t,  John 

0.  Maedonald,  Wllllaai  H.  Ploadwell,  John  Powar. 

IHn^— Majror,OnlfMi  8.  Palice. '  Aldermen,  Wart  1,  Horatio  1*.  CoAmaa ; 
l;  William  n.  BoM;  ^  TbomM  0.  Flilref ;  4,  Obmallna  Wood ;  8, 
Charlea  B.  RIebmond ;  %  A.  Lyman  Wilbirt ;  7,  Franklin  Pratt;  % 
Charici  B.  Dean;  OiMncilaMn,  Wart  1,  John  B.  Saafbrt,  William 
B.  Daan,  John  J.  Ihirkor;  f,  Gharlw  B.  Blehmond,  Walter  8. 
Bpragne,  George  II.  Bhodea;  3,  Jamea  J.  Galllfan,  Jamea  A.  Tlnk- 
ham,  Pitrlcfc  Obnalj;  4,  Frederick  Maaoo,  Blliha  T.  Jackeon,  Jo- 
•iiih  KInnkmtt;  6,  Abiel  B.  Staplee,  John  J.  O*0onnor,  Arthur  W. 
Macfimber;  6,  William  8.  Baker,  Abnim  SImmone,  William  H. 
Coebmait;  7,  Henry  8.  Oalrer,  Kdwin  Haakino,  Perry  B.  Pieroa; 
a,  John  Power,  Meleon  Thomae,  Wlllbim  H.  Bankin;  Preaident, 
John  B.  HanfMtl ;  CRerk,  Joeefdi  B.  Tollman,  re-electrt  annually 
nnlll  1883. 

t878r-Mayor,  Onlae  8.  Paige.  Aldermen,  Wart  1,  Horatio  L.  Ondinmn ; 
1^  Wlllfaim  H.  Dent;  3,  Thonma  O.  Falrey ;  4,  Oomellna  Wood;  6, 
Oharlea  F.  Johaaon;  8,  A.  lynmn  Wlllart;  7,  Franklin  Pratt;  8, 
BlUah  Tolman;  Obondlmen,  Wart  1,  John  B.  8anfort,  William 
TInkham,  John  J.  Barker :  t,  Walter  8.  Bpragne,  Oeoiie  H.  Bhodea, 
Bvaratt  B.  OodAiy ;  3,  Heniy  B.  Lradi,  Fraaeia  F.  Oonaty,  John 
Qninn;  4,  Fraderiek  Mawn,  Joalah  Xinnlenit,  Bdwart  B.  Maltliy  | 
8,  Aldel  B.  8ta|ilee,  Qeotge  P.  Klng^  Arthur  W.  Maeomber;  8,  Wil- 
liam 8.  Baker,  Winiiim  B.  Chureh,  Jamea  Hunt;  7,  Henry  8.  Onl- 
rer.  Perry  B.  Pleree,  J.  F.  Dnnlap;  3,  Thonwa  B.  Dearw,  Mlllart  F. 
lloora,  William  F.  Kenned^;  Preaident,  John  B.  8anlbrt. 

I81V«— Mayor,  Onlaa  8.  Paige.  Aldermen,  Wart  1,0tla  Waehbum;  8, 
Walter  8.  8|iragne;  3,  Joaeph  Hnrpby;  4,  Charlea  B.  Blehmond; 

6,  tlmrlea  F.  Johnaon;  6,  A.  Lyman  Wllhirt ;  7,  Henry  8.  Cnlrer; 
8,  Mna^  Belwn.    Obnndlman,  Frrterlck  Maaen,  finaldant  •  Wart 

1,  John  J.  Baiker,  Ghailai  A.  Bead,  llartin  J.  Uneoln;  8,  Qeoiia 
H.  Bhodea,  Breratt  D.  flodftey,  Alfkad  a  Plaee;  8,  Owen  Qalllgan, 
lanrana  M.  Francia,  William  OLLawton;  4, Frrtariek Maaon,  Joahth 
Klnnkntt,  Jamta  T.  Anthonys  3b  Wlathraii  A.  BdMnaan,  Fhlllp 
WlllhimB,  8amnel  W.  BaUnaan;  8^  Wniiam  8.  BUar,  BaHd  Firtal- 
Ibrd,  Frank  Panll ;  7,  Joaeph  W.  Hathaway,  PMty  B.  Ffaiaa,  Jaaaph 
8. TIdd;  3, Thonma  B.  Bma^  WlHtam  F.  Kammdyi  Thaadmn  F. 
Hall. 

I338d  -Mayor,  Obarka  F.  Johnaon.  AMarman,  Wart  1,  Martin  J.  Un* 
oolu ;  8,  Walter  8. 8iHnHina;  8,  TbHMi  O.FUny ;  4|  BaHma  B»  Wll- 
^iama;  8,  BeiUamIn  8.  Buawwth;  8,  WOHam  8.Biikars  7,  Jaaaph 
W.  Hathaway;  8,  John  OL  Mnrdannld.  OauMllawn,  Fiadatkh 
MaBMi,  praaldent;  Wart  1,  Ohariaa  B.  Maaon,  Jamai  B.  Piny, 
Daniel  Oarey;  I^GaaiBi  H.  Bhodea,  Bvaratt  D.  GodtNgr,  Gamaliel 
Lane;  3,  Lanrena  M.  Franda,  MIehaal  J.  Hoya,  Baq|amln  Mania; 
4.  Frederiek  Maaon,  Joriah  KInnfontI,  Jaama  T.  Anthoay ;  8,  iaai- 
nel  W.  BoUnaon^  WInthrop  A.  BoUnaon,  Philip  WlllkuM;  8,  Frank 
Panll,  John  0.  Cbace,  Bernart  B.  Kleman ;  7,  Joeeph  8.  TIdd,  Heaa- 
kiah  L.  Merrill,  Boetna  0.  Baamtt;  8,  Willhua  F.  Keanady,  John 
Field,  John  W.  Lincoln. 

1881.— Meyor,  Chariee  F.  Jc^neon.  Aldermen,  Wart  1,  Martin  J.  liin- 
enln;  S,  Waller  8.  8pnigne;  3,  Michael  J.  Iloye;  4,  Jamm  T.  An- 
thony; 6,  Benjamin  8.  Doewnrth;  6,  William  8.  Dakar;  7,  Joaeph 
W.  Ualbaway ;  8,  Bl^ah  Tolman.    Coancllnmi,  Frederick  Maaon, 


pNHnant*  Wart  !§  Ohariaa  B» 
Ohnfs  %  Oawga  H.  Bhadaii  Ohartai  A. 
8,  Ba^famlB  mMiti^  GaaiBa  A*  OMigdaMf 
4|  lamaa  H.  DaaB«  FrtdwMi  MnaaSi  Tlnolliy  OL  BMkaf  t  8^  I 
*  W.  Buldnaia,  HawWa  QodfrqraJolHi  MwphyiA  <l>Miga  W. 
rawa,  John  A.  lUPemild,  Ohariaa  F.  Bttar;  T,  Jaaaph  BnAar, 
Arthw  B.  Xwppb  J.  Martaeil  UMaiai  %  WHMaa  ?•  Mmmfiff 
JbhB  W.  LInaaIn,  Oharim  H.  UMate. 

188I.^Mayw,  Ohariaa  F.  Johnami.  AMaramn,  Wart  1,  Martin  J.  Ii— 
aaln  1 1;  Waltar  B.  8»ii«m;  %  MMmmIJ.  B^  1 4^  Baaqr  Bl  AlMMd ; 
8,  BamaMta  I.  Baavortii  1 1^  A.  I9WUI  Wnitrt  I T,  BaHF  I.  Ort  far  s 
.8^  BamiH  lauMb  OiMUHnaM,  WilBaii  F*  Kannadyf  pfumwats 
Wart  1,  Ohariaa  B.  Maaon,  DtaM  Ohivy,  Jaaaa  H.Boa«oith|  8, 
Oaaiga  HL  Bhrtaii  Ohariaa  A,  M— wib  flamaWri  lit  %  \ 
MawK  WflUam  OrtBaB,  iTamm  F.  01— aiy  1 4»  Ohariaa  FUiw  $ , 
B.  Bpiagna,  A.  Qllbart  WPUaMa;  8^  ia— el  W.  Bahiwan,  Whrthrap 
A.  Bobinaan,  Bonlla  Godfttyi  1^  Ohatl4a  F.  BMur,  Oaaiga  W. 
Barraw%  Tha«M  OL  Martigri  7*  Biathnnial  J.  ikmmmau  Bmxg  A« 
Shart,  OtlaA.Th«yar|  ^.WDBaai  F.  Kanadyt  Mn  W.  UmbIb^ 
JdhnO*IlaanM. 

1838/-Majar,  UanUa  h,  Ouahman.  Aldm■M^  WnMar  i.  B^ngua, 
dwirman:  Wart  1,  Aibart  B.  Daval|  I;  WiaMir  8.  8»ii«M|  8^ Ml^ 
ehaal  J.  Hoya;  4|  OamaHna  Wart;  8^  Be^|amlB  I.  Bamrarthi  8, 
George  W.  Barrawa ;  7,  Joaiph  1.  TMd ;  %  Wnak  h,  FMi.  OMnaO- 
men,  George  H.  Bhodeib  HwMwti  ^uA  l.DiBM  Quvy,  JaaiB  B. 
Boaworth,  WIIHaa  H.  Wort  |8L  Oaaiga  H.  Bhadai,  HaBiy  W.  OMby, 
Owen  Barker;  3,  BaiQamlB  MmtH  !■■■  F.  ObaaQri  Oaaiga  K. 
Moyeo;  4,  Gharlaa  Floalar,  Blgar  B.  8pngn%  A.  OHbart  WHBmna; 
6,8amuelW.  Bobtann,  Wiathnp  A.  BoMbbob,  Bantla  Oodfkagr ; 
8, George  B.  WUbnr,  WllUam  aBawaB,  Falv  H.  Omr;  7,0tia  A. 
Thayer,  Nathaniel  J.aummaB,FraBfcM,0hnaa»3^JdhB  OTiaiiBab 
Jr.,  Thomaa  B.  Oottran,  Bdwte  M.  HBIa. 

OITT  MAB8HALi. 

Bobert  domaran  (M),  JaB.83>18i8,la  Aug.fT,l88r  (iiMBiii);  WlUia 
Potter,  8ept.  4, 1887,  la  Jan.  1, 1874  ;J<*B  A.  »*y«  Jbb.  1»  UH,  to 
March  14,  t8T4 ;  OrriB  K.  iBgaBa,  Manh  14»  tOTd^  la  JiMU  1. 18n  s 
George  F. 8aArar,  Jaa.  1«  1817, la  Aaf.  1, 1818;  Alftii B. 
Aug.  1, 1876^  BOW  in  aitTlea, 

P08TMABTBB8  OF  TAOBTOB. 


BIcholaa  Tllllnghnal... 

8anrael_Hedgai... 

Jamra 

David  01  Hodgai»...i 


..«—»«>»■«■■>«  .»«i——»ti 


.Himah  8IL 1738. 
^^  ilyl,18nL 

HocigmMi—«»—«M«——«i.»»«»«i«»^  ■»»»»■— ».—<iaB.  If  imiM 

Ik  Ho'lgea.— «.—•■■>«■  ....■■■■■.■tttwiB liaai  V,  i8iw 

-     Ali83. 

•Aug.  IIl  1838. 
"     ih  it.  1888. 


..July 


Joaeph  L.  Lort 
ChanH  B.  Tlekery... 
Wlllhim  Brewatar  >^. 
AbUah  M.  Ida^  Jr.... 
Joaeph  B.  Wllbar  >m.< 
Abtlah  M.  lda.M....M 
8amnal  0.  DaBbar>. 
BUai  B.  FBllar>.....«.. 

Ooimollori  finoai  TuniOB.— The  onlj  momben  of 
the  EzeeatiFa  Oounoil  from  TMinloii  in  ibrty  jmn 
were  Hon«  Semuel  L.  Orooker  ( 1800),  nnder  the  tdiniiif 
istnitloD  of  GoFeraor  Geoige  N.  Brigp,  end  Hon. 
Hmrrtoon  Tweed,  in  1871^79,  under  Gofemor  Alez- 
Bttder  H.  Bioe. 

Benaton.— Gen.  DaMd  Oobb  wae  eenetor  in  1801 
to  1806,  and  president  during  foor  yem.  Oheeter  I« 
Beed  wa8  eenfttor  ftom  Tnanton  in  1862;  he  wae 
Bttomtqr-general  in  1864  to  1867,  end  jodge  of  the 
Superior  Court  from  1867  to  1870.  John  E.  Sen- 
ford*  WM  senatof  in  186i,  A.  M.  Ide  in  1866,  Herri*: 
8on  Tweed  in  186^-69,  Jamea  Brown  in  1878,  Wil- 
liam 0.  Lovering  in  1874-75,  Esra  Darol  in  1878-79, 
William  Beed  in  1882. 


I  Mow  llring  In  Tannton. 
*  Mr.  8aaflbrt  baa  ainea  bean 
1878  to  1878. 


*  1383,  now  earring. 
8paaker  of  the  Honaa  fMr 
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CHAPTEH    LXVir. 

TAnNTON.i— ((7o>.(m»«(.) 
UAHDFACTDRtNa   INTKRESTB. 

•    ttill    Biver    Hanufootories.— Whittrnton. — 

The  first  industrial  enterprliteB  on  Mill  River  at  Wliit- 
tenton  were  the  saw'tnill  dd  the  east  and  the  griat- 
luill  on  the  went  side,  near  the  location  of  the  present 
dam,  and  were  chieHy  owned  by  Janien  Leonard. 
Mill  River  lakes  ila  rise  from  WJpneconoet  Pond, 
knd  the  rivuletM  flowing  into  it  in  Norton  and  Euaton. 
Before  the  nuiueroua  mills  nere  erected  thereon,  which 
gave  it  the  name  over  two  hundred  years  ago,  it  waa 
Called  "Canoe  River,"  being  Turded  by  Indiana  in 
their  canoes  from  mouth  to  souree,  some  ten  mllee 
distant,  who  all  along  occupied  its  banks  through  their 
hunting-grounds.  About  1670,  James  Leonard,  Sr., 
vho  introduced  the  manufacture  of  bar-iron  in  1G66, 
at  the  old  forge  or  "  bloomery"  on  Two-Mile  Elver,  in 
Taunton  (now  Raynham),  with  his  vous  nud  others, 
built  a  forge  on  the  west  bank  of  Mill  River,  near 
the  grist-mill  dam  at  Whittenlon,*  with  its  one  hearth 
bellows,  chimney,  and  other  appurtenances  for  making 
iron.  His  sons,  Joseph,  Uriah,'  and  Benjamin,  who 
had  served  In  the  first  iron-works,  worked  the  forge. 
James,  Br.,  died  in  1091,  leaving  a  portion  of  Whlt- 
tenloii  works  to  Joseph,  and  another  U>  Uriah,  with  the 
dwelling-house  adjoining ;  Joseph  to  pay  his  motbcr- 

'  in-law,  Margaret,  widow  of  James',  four  hundred  of 
Iron  and  twenty  shillings,  and  Uriah  to  pay  her  six 
hundred  of  iron  annually  as  long  as  she  remained  their 
father's  widow.  Benjamin  received  lands,  including 
"meadows  and  mines,"  to  supply  the  forge  with  ore; 
to  James.  Jr.,  he  gave  some  land  and  his  "  half-share 
In  the  old  iron- works,"  of  which  his  eldest  son,  Thomas 
Leonard,  had  charge,  Joseph  died  in  1692,  leaving 
his  widow,  Benjamin,  and  Uriah  in  charge  of  Whit- 
tenton  Iron-Worka  and  Mills.  Two  years  Inter,  Klary 
(Joseph's  widow],  Benjamin,  and  Uriah,  entered  into 
"  an  agreement  that  the  grisl'mill  be  removcil  from 
the  place  where  it  now  standeth  on  the  east  side  of 
the  forge,  and  set  upon  the  west  side  below,"  upon 
land  purchased  of  Kev.  George  Shove,  that  each 
proprietor  "shall  bear  the  expenses  of  removal  and 
the  building  of  a  new  house  for  the  grist-mill ;"  and 
furthermore,  that  "  the  said  mill  is  not  lo  hinder  the 
improvement  for  making  of  iron,"  "  the  iron-works  to 

•  have  the  improvement  of  the  water"  in  the  dry  sea- 
son. They  also  "covenanted  to  build  a  new  hearth," 
with  ai'purtenancee,  on  the  east  side  of  [he  forge,  nod 
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Benjamin  to  be  master  workman;  thus  doubling  the 
capacity  of  the  forge  for  making  bar-iron,  which  was 
Kn  important  factor  in  those  early  days  of  Tnuntou. 

Uriali  sold  his  share  of  the  works,  iu  1699,  to  his 
brother,  Capt.  James',  with  the  irou  mine  near  the 
"eight-mile  pund"  (VViuneconnel)  and  the  ore  in 
the  same,  for  three  hundred  puuuds;  aUo  pruviding, 
as  James  became  a  partner,  "  (hat  Joneph'a  widow 
shall  have  six  hundretl  of  iron  annually  durliis  her 
life,  while  the  works  stand."  They  also  purcbued  uf 
John  Pole,  merchant  of  Boston, "  60  arre*  of  mine 
oieadow,"  formerly  owned  by  Capt.  William  Pole,  hij 
father,  "lM>nnded  ou  the  west  by  Hoar's  highway 
(Winter  Street)  for  £50,  and  two  tons  of  good  mer- 
chantable bar-iron."  Some  years  later,  Widow  Mary 
having  married  Joaeph  Willis,  the  brothers  "  eove- 
Dsnted  that  she  have  the  improvement  of  her  late  hus- 
band's interest  in  the  forge  and  mill,  also  600  of 
iron,  four  barrels  of  cider,  nud  twenty  bushels  of 
apples  from  the  orchard,' annually  for  four  year*." 
She  had  two  sons,  Edward  and  William,  employed 
about  the  works,  and  two  daughters.  Edward  a«et- 
wnrds  became  an  owner. 

The  ancient  forge  and  mills  were  conducted  by  Capl. 
James  Leonard',  his  sons,  and  other  meiiibera  of  the 
family,  to  Jonathan  and  James  of  the  fifth  genen- 
tion,  the  tatter  a  "  refiner,"  for  mure  than  a  hundred 
years  after  the  foregoing  incidents  transpireil  in  the 
early  history  of  making  charcoal  iron  by  James  I.enu- 
ard' ;  the  crude  ore  lor  whiuli  being  produced  along 
the  meadows  of  Watson's  pond,  "Bcadditig's  moire." 
to  the  vicinity  of  Winneconnet  Pond  five  milea  dis- 
tant, the  facta  conclusively  furnished  by  aoclent  deeds 
and  records.  In  1899  Nicholas  Mowry,  ancestor  of 
many  of  the  name,  a  \arjj;c  land-holder,  was  a  share- 
owner  in  the  forge,  and  in  1737,  Capt.  Thomas  Cobb, 
"mariner,"  became  an  owner,  increasing  auuiher 
"hearth"  and  furnishing  New  Jersey  ore  of  a  more 
profitable  percentuge  lliuu  "Beadding'n  moire"  tusuji- 
ply  the  forge.  In  ITUS  Cnpt.  James  Ijconard'  con- 
veyed his  portion  of  the  works,  owned  joiutly  with 
Abiather  and  Samuel,  to  his  nephew  Zaduc,  who  con- 
tinued the  buBinesB  to  1800.  Jonatlian,  who  died  in 
ny?,  conveyed  the  grist-mill  to  his  son,  Lce  Leonard, 
vrho  sold  the  mill  privilege  and  fifty  acres  of  land,  in 
1810,  to  Cracker,  Bush,  and  Richmond  for  four  tliou- 
sand  dollars.  This  closed  the  Leonard  interest  iu  that 
site  which  had  continued  alraut  one  hundred  and  fifty 
consecutive  years. 

Crocker,  Bush, and  Richmond,  who  had  been  in  the 
employ  of  Samuel  Leonard,  8r.,  as  clerks  and  auiiBt- 
ants  in  the  Iron  business,  couceived  the  plan  of  uilli- 
aing  the  Mill  River  water-power  at  Whiitenlon  to  a 
better  advantage  than  accrued  from  the  ancient  forge 
and  grist-mill.  In  1805  they  built  a  nail-will  of  one 
story  above  the  bridge,  where  nails  of  vurious  siiis 
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were  cut  by  crude  machines  compared  with  the  pres- 
ent, and  the  heading  was  done  by  hand ;  the  nails 
being  taken  ont  in  job  lots  by  farmers  for  that  piir* 
pose.  It  was  a  slow  process,  but  soon  after  machines 
were  invented  for  heading  by  a  jerk  of  the  foot  and 
blow  of  a  hammer.  A  few  years  later  machines  were 
made  by  Bogers  and  Odeon,  which  greatly  improved 
the  process  .of  manufacture  by  cutting  and  heading 
the  nail  at  one  operation.  Melvin  Otis,  of  Wareham, 
invented  a  machine,  improved  by  Jesse  Reed,  of 
Marshfield,  in  1815,  which  made  still  further  im- 
provements, superseding  the  former  by  gripping  and 
spring  nippers  to  complete  the  heading  as  well  as 
pointing  of  nails.  These  machines  are  in  use  at  the 
present  day  in  all  nail  establishments.  There  was 
some  controversy  as  to  whom  the  merit  of  the  patent 
belonged,  but  both  have  shared  the  honor  and  benefit. 

In  1807  the  above  firm  added  another  story  to  the 
Whittenton  Nail-Mill,  and  put  in  machinery  for  spin- 
ning cotton  yarn.  This  was  packed  in  skeins  and 
taken  out  by  farmers'  families  within  a  radius  of  one 
to  fifteen  miles,  to  be  woven  into  cloth  by  the  domes- 
tic hand- loom  and  shuttle  generally  in  vogue  in  those 
days,  which  gave  employment  to  hundreds  of  women 
at  their  looms. 

In  November,  1811,  the  yarn  and  nail-mill  was 
burned  and  the  machines  destroyed.  The  enterpris- 
ing proprietors  immediately  erected  another  factory 
on  the  same  site,  seventy  by  thirty,  three  stories,  with 
mule-room  attic.  It  was  said  that  the  timber  growing 
two  months  before  was  converted  into  lumber  for  the 
factory  ready  for  the  machinery  for  spinning  cotton 
yarn.  It  was  then  war  embargo  time,  and  cotton 
fiibrics  were  in  quick  demand. 

A  few  years  later  some  forty  power-looms  were 
added,  of  the  Slater  construction,  recently  imported 
by  patterns  from  England,  and  this  was  the  first  mill 
in  this  region,  it  was  said,  which  made  good  cloth 
by  the  power-looms.  Barney  Lincoln,  now  an  octo- 
genarian of  eighty-five,  was  an  overseer  in  the  spin- 
ning-room in  1818,  and  Elijah  Caswell,  since  an  in- 
genious tack  mechanic,  now  in  his  seventy-fifth  year, 
but  then  a  lad  of  ten  years,  worked  in  that  mill. 

Meanwhile  another  nail-mill  had  been  built  on  the 
east  bank  of  the  dam,  the  site  of  the  old  saw-mill  of  a 
century  before,  a  short  distance  above  the  present  office 
of  the  Whittenton  Mills  Company.  An  avenue,  with 
dwellings  thereon,  led  up  to  the  mill,  where  nails 
were  made  in  1821  by  the  modern  machines  super- 
seding the  former  slow  process.  Elisha  Qilmore  had 
charge  of  the  mill  and  the  previous  one  destroyed  by 
fire  for  eighteen  years.  Albert  Field,  Warren  Bur- 
bank,  and  others  were  employed,  and  made  their  first 
nails  there  by  the  modern  process;  the  former  has 
passed  away,  the  latter  j>  a  veteran  of  seventy-eight. 
The  nail  businew  wbb  relinquished  over  fifly  years 
ago,  and  the  old  bttildln^  tHen  occupied  by  that  de- 
partment have  beea  '^^-^^^  ^ome  distance  to  the 


rear,  and  are  used  for  ^^Oh 


by  the  company. 


Whittenton  Mills.— In  1824  the  Whittenton  Mills 
became  Incorporated  with  the  property  of  the  Taunton 
Manufacturing  Company,  but  under  the  management 
of  James  K.  Mills  &  Co.,  of  Boston.  In  1881-82  a  new 
stone  mill  was  built  a  short  distance  east  of  the  former, 
containing  seventy  looms  for  making  finer  goods.  This 
mill  may  now  be  seen  segmented  between  the  large 
brick  structures  more  recently  erected.  The  property 
remained  under  the  control  of  the  Taunton  Manufac- 
turing Company  until  May,  1885,  when  Mills  &  Co. 
severed  their  connection,  and  resumed  proprietorship 
of  the  mills  and  appurtenances. 

In  September,  1886,  the  late  Willard  Lovering,  a 
practical  manufacturer,  was  called  to  the  agency  of 
Whittenton  Mills,  and  becoming  joint  proprietor, 
made  majiy  improvements  in  the  manufacture  of 
goods.  In  January,  1889,  the^  older  mill  referred  to 
was  destroyed  by  fire.  A  building  for  mule-spinning 
now  occupies  the  site  and  raceway  of  the  old  grist- 
mill and  forge  of  two  hundred  years  ago,  and  where 
stood  the  original  nail-  and  yam-mill  of  1811,  and 
subsequent  cotton-factory  built  by  Crocker,  Bush  & 
Richmond  seventy  years  ago. 

The  legitimate  manufacturing  business  of  the  last 
proprietors  had  been  successful  and  prosperous  under 
Mr.  Lovering's  management;  but  James  K.  Mills  & 
Co.,  of  Boston,  having  embarked  in  larger  enter- 
prises elsewhere,  which  proved  unfortunate  in  the 
tidal  wave  of  disaster  of  1857,  they  yielded  to  the 
pressure  and  closed  their  business. 

In  1858,  the  estate  having  been  settled,  Mr.  Lover- 
ing, associated  with  his  sons,  purchased  the  franchise, 
property,  privilege,  dwellings,  and  appurtenances  of 
the  Whittenton  Mills  Corporation,  and  under  their 
management  commenced  a  career  of  improvement 
and  enlargement  of  unprecedented  record  in  manu- 
facturing enterprise.  A  few  years  before  the  death 
of  the  senior  proprietor,  Willard  Lovering,  which 
occurred  Dec.  15,  1875,  his  sons,  Charles  L.,  William 
C,  and  Henry  Morton  Lovering,  succeeded  to  the 
proprietorship  of  Whittenton  Mills,  which  now  in- 
cludes one  of  the  largest  and  most  capacious  estab- 
lishments in  New  England. 

It  includes  some  twenty  substantial  brick  and  stone 
buildings  two  to  four  stories,  besides  ten  or  twelve  • 
smaller  ones,  comprising  four  hundred  thousand 
square  feet,  or  nine  acres  of  flooring.  The  model 
weaving  shop  occupies  fifty -five  thousand  square  feet, 
over  an  acre  and  a  quarter  of  flooring,  and  contains 
in  one  room,  lighted  by  electric  lamps,  nearly  one 
thousand  looms,  and  over  three  hundred  in  the  room 
beneath.  The  machinery  in  these  large  structures  is 
moved  by  five  Corliss  engines  aggregating  twelve 
hundred  horse-power,  in  addition  to  the  water-wheels 
of  two  hundred  and  fifly  horse-power,  requiring  in 
the  establishment  the  consumption  of  about  eight 
thousand  tons  of  coal,  and  consuming  about  eight 
thousand  bales  of  cotton  annually  in  producing  the 
great  variety  of  textures  of  fabrics  of  innumerable 


styles, — cotUintitleB,  ginghams,  drees  goods,  fancy 
tickiogB,  Hhirtings,  canton  Hannelt,  deniina,  etc., — 
providing  employment  Tor  eleven  liiindred  lianda,  n 
large  portion  of  whom  reside  in  the  dwelling*  be- 
longing to  the  company,  of  which  there  are  over  a 
hundred,  and  two  hundred  tenements,  comprising 
a  Inrge  village  of  residences.  The  yard  oxcluaively 
of  their  manufactories  occupies  an  area  of  I!fl«eii 
acrea,  and  about  eiglity  acres,  conveniently  laid  out 
in  avenues,  is  the  area  for  the  dwelling-houses  and 
appurtenances,  a  vast  change  from  the  modest  Whit- 
tenton  Mills  village  of  half  a  century  ago.  The  Old 
Colony  Railroad  cutvea  directly  through  the  village  a 
convenient  distance  from  the  mauufuctoriea,  affording 
ample  facitities  for  delivering  coal,  coltuu,  and  other 
materials,  and  trausporting  thence  the  thpusands  of 
cases  of  goods  annually  which  find  a  ready  sale  in 
all  the  markets  of  the  country. 

Britanniaville.— The  location  of  this  prosperous 
village  of  industrial  enterprise  on  Mill  River,  half  a 
mile  below  Whittenton,  was  occupied  a  century  and 
a  half  ago  hy  s  grii!t-mill,  situated  on  the  south  of 
Sritannia  Street  dam,  and  a  aaw-mill  a  few  rods 
below,  owned  by  Capt.  Jamea  Leonard*  and  others. 
He  conveyed  hU  portion  of  the  privilege  and  mills 
in  1776,  far  one  huhdred  and  sixty  pounds,  to  John 
Adam,  an  enterprising  merchant  of  Taunton,  who 
"built  a  dam,  roiling- and  alitling-inill,  some  distance 
below  the  above  mills,  by  Danforth  Street  crossing. 
There  was  also  a  amall  saw-mill  and  fulling-mill  above 
this  bridge.  The  enlerprine  of  Mr.  Adam  did  not 
prove  successful,  in  1791  he  disposed  of  the  slitling- 
mill,  dwelling-house  adjoining,  privilege  and  appur- 
tenances (a  portion  of  which  he  hud  previously  pur- 
chased of  Abiather  and  Samuel  Leoiiurd)  liir  three 
hundred  and  thirty-seven  pounds. 

The  purchasers  were  Joaiah  Dean,  of  Raynham, 
and  Samuel  Leonanl,  who  continued  the  busineaa 
several  years.  Deacon  Lemuel  Leonard  had  charge 
of  the  mill  where  Russia  and  Swedes  iron,  iuiported 
in  bars,  was  rolled  and  slit  into  rods,  from  which 
wrought  or  hammered  nails  were  made  in  scores  of 
small  shops,  or  smithies,  in  the  surrounding  towns 
man;  miles  distant.  Messrs.  Dean  and  Leonard 
'  £nally  abandoned  the  iron-works  as  an  unprofitable 
enterprise.  Nothing  now  remains  to  indicate  its 
existence  but  the  foundation  and  dam,  submerged  by 
back  water  from  the  Hopewell  Mills  below,  which 
may  be  seen  at  low  water  at  said  crossing.  The  grist- 
mill above  referred  to  was  attended  a  hundred  ycara 
ago  and  overby  Abrain  Lincoln,  and  being  a  devoutly 
religious  mau,  with  his  band  of  friends  held  meetings 
in  the  mill,  humblest  of  all  places,  except  a  stable,  for 
worship.  Mr.  Lincoln  removed  to  Tiverton,  K.  L.and 
died  there.  These  mills  were  finally  owned  by  Hora- 
tio and  Qustavua  Leonard,  until  they  gave  place  to  the 
Extension  of  the  buildings  of  the  Britannia  Works. 

A  rolling-  and  sllttlng-mill  was  built  about  ISUU  hy 
Samuel  Leonard,  at  the  Jam  north  of  the  street,  and 


Samuel  and  William  A.  Crocker,  8r.,  were  copsrtnen. 
It  is  a  well-founded  tradition  that,  as  the  foraier  mill 
below  had  not  been  a  lucrative  investment,  when  the 
Utter  was  completed  Mr.  1/eonard  remarked  to  • 
friend,  "  I  hope*well  of  this  enterprise,"  thus  origin- 
ating the  hist^iricul  name  of  "  Hopewell"  to  the  near 
Incallty. 

In  this  mill  Messnt.  Leonard  &  Groukers  prosecuted 
a  large  business  In  rolling  plates  and  slitting  rods, 
which  were  packed  in  bundles  and  taken  out  to  be 
hammered  into  nails  by  hundreds  of  farmers  and 
mechanics,  as  before  mentioned,  who  had  their  little 
shops  in  the  surrounding  towns.  The  rolling-mill  of 
that  day  was  of  crude  construction, — the  rolls  set  In  a 
luaasive  wooden  frame  and  gearing  of  wood,  tlie  fur- 
nace of  huge  dimensions,  of  sufficient  capacity  for  a 
ton  of  iron  and  a  cord  of  pine  wood  to  a  heal,  re- 
(|uiring  five  men  to  run  four  heats  per  day;  while  the 
iron  was  heating  the  men  bundled  the  rmk  of  the 
previous  heat  ready  for  delivery  to  nail-mnkers. 

After  the  death  of  William  A.  Crocker,  tlie  junior 
partner,  which  occurred  Sept.  £0,  1S05,  and  that  of 
Bamuel  Leonard,  the  senior,  in  1S<)8,  Orucker,  Ituih 
&  Richmond  were  aucceasonj  to  tliat  business.  CupL 
William  Danforlh,  who  formerly  owned  the  Stata, 
Hospital  farm,  had  charge  of  the  mill,  and  his  sw^ 
Horatio  L.  Danforth,  employed  there  Inst  an  tntf 
(referred  to  In  a  notice  of  Mr,  Danfortli  in  the  Bristol 
bar  of  Taunton).  The  plates  and  rods  for  the  Wliitr 
teuton  Nail- Works  were  rolled  and  slit  tliere;  (In 
mill  was  afterwards  used  by  Crocker  llrotlierv  &  Oo. 
naauy  years  for  rolling  their  copper  aud  sine  plat 
also  for  making  copper  shells,  or  calico  rolla,  a  few 
years  previous  to  the  erection  of  their  works  at  U'eir 
village.  The  old  slitting-mlll  was  purchased  by  llen- 
janiiu  Ingell,  and  converted  into  a  furnace  for  the 
easting  of  small  wares.  AlW  the  death  of  the  latter, 
the  building  was  sold  to  Reed  &  Itnrlou,  who  removed 
the  last  vestige  of  the  old  mill  except  the  dum. 

Britannia  Worka. — The  britannia  and  plating- 
works  of  Reed  &  Liarton,  whidi  occupies  the  site  atid 
privilege  of  those  ancient  milia,  is  the  nldest  estab- 
lishment of  the  kind  in  the  United  Stales.  The  hri- 
taiunia  business  was  commenced  in  Taunton  nearly 
sixty  years  ago  by  Isaac  Dabbitt,  In  a  small  shop  rear  ^ 
of  his  watch-maker's  store,  now  City  Square,  its  loca- 
tion about  midway  of  the  present  Union  Itlock,  where 
lie  experimented  with  block-tin  uud  other  metala, 
IJeing  a  very  ingenious  mechanic,  Mr.  Ihibbllt  culer- 
tuined  the  idea  that  many  articles  of  britannia  ware 
fur  domestic  use  could  be  manufactured  in  TuunlOD 
instead  of  importing  them  from  Europe,  and  ho  ac- 
cordingly was  successful  in  his  experiments.  He  en- 
tered into  copartnership  with  William  W.  Croasman| 
another  practical  mechanic,  and  leased  a  room  and 
power  of  Ros well  Ballard  In  his  fulling-mill  (fonncrl,* 
the  elder  James  Sprout's  snnfl'-mlll),  helow  Uie  dam 
on  Spring  Street,  and  commenced  tlie  business  iu  a 
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Babbitt  &  Crossman  there  produced,  in  1824,  the 
firRt  britannia  articles  manufactured  in  the  United 
States,  inkstands,  shaving- boxes,  looking-glass  frames, 
etc.,  furnisliing  stores  with  a  stock  of  these  useful 
American  goods.  The  ware  for  tea-pots  and  otiier 
britannia  articles  was  afterwards  rolled  in  plates. 
Nathaniel  Leonard,  in  his  shop  on  Weir  Street,  over 
fidy  years  ago  made  the  first  set  of  rolls  for  that  use. 
These  rolls  may  now  be  seen  in  Reed  &  Bnrton's 
works,  and  there  was  first  made  the  first  wrought 
metal  goods.  Specimens  of  the  Babbitt  &  Grossman 
^  manufacture  may  still  be  occasionally  found  in  use. 
They  received  awards  for  their  productions  at  several 
of  the  Bristol  County  exhibitions,  and  their  success 
in  competing  witli  foreign  manufactures  in  this  small 
way.  They  soon  required  larger  quarters  for  their 
business. 

A  brick  manufactory  was  built  in  1827  for  their  use 
on  School  Street,  and  they  removed  from  their  more 
humble  quarters.  The  location  is  now  "  Leo's  build- 
ing/' and  was  once  occupied  by  William  Mason,  in 
making  his  first  "  ring  speeder,"  and  afterwards  by 
Dixon,  Atwood  <fe  Vickery,  in  developing  their  cruci- 
ble business.  In  1828,  William  Allen  West  and 
Zeplianiah  A.  Leonard  associated  with  Mr.  Cross- 
man,  under  the  firm  of  Croaaman,  West  <fe  Leonard, 
Mr.  Babbitt  rcniainiiif;  as  metallurgist.  All  tlicHC  per- 
sons connected  together  in  the  early  days  of  the  bri- 
tannia business  have  passed  away,  Mr.  Grossman,  the 
last  one,  about  a  year  ago.* 

In  the  above  manufactory,  Henry  G.  Reed  and 
Charles  E.  Barton,  about  seventeen  years  of  age,  com- 
menced their  apprenticeship  in  1828,  in  the  room  of 
which  William  W.  Porter,  the  retired  veteran  bri- 
tannia worker,  now  in  his  eighty-sixth  year,  had 
charge  as  foreman.  The  company  increased  their 
business,  manufacturing  coffee-  and  tea-pots  and 
many  domestic  nrticles,  but  perhaps  owing  to  inex- 
perience in  the  combination  of  metals  in  the  infancy 
of  the  business  they  were  not  fully  successful  in  se- 
curing the  market. 

To  obtain  a  more  economical  power  in  rolling  and 
finishing  their  goods,  in  1830  the  company  erected  a 
brick  manufactory  on  the  west  side  of  Mill  River, 
op|>osite  Leonard  &  Crocker's  slitting-mill  (the  oldest 
of  the  present  cluster  of  buildings  now  comprising 
Reed  &  Barton's  works,  but  much  enlarged),  and 
soon  organized  the  *'  Taunton  Britannia  Manufactur-> 
ing  Company,"  and  enlarged  their  business.  After  a 
few  years  of  unsuccessful  experimenting  to  compete 
in  the  great  markets  with  the  productions  of  skilled 
labor  of  foreign  manufacturers,  the  company  suspended 
business  and  disposed  of  their  stock,  leaving  a  por- 

1  Twine  nnMiitt,  fiftcr  retiring  Trom  the  nritnnnU  WorkR.  wm  a  number 
of  jenn  ftipeHiitrnilent  of  Alger's  foiiiMlry,  nt  South  Doeton,  and  pro- 
duced the  tint  hrtiM  cannon  rant  In  the  United  Statoe.  He  waa  nlao  In- 
ventor of  the  well-known  •' Ikibhltt   nielal."    A   man  of  remarkably 

mechanical  and  Ingenious  ndnd.    lie  died ,  18— ,  flrom  over'actlrlty 

of  a  proliflc  bmin.    He  deserves  more  than  this  tribute  as  a  testimonfa 
from  Tauntonians. 


tion  of  their  manufacturing  tools  in  the  custody  of 
their  former  apprentices,  Rbbd  and  Babton.  These 
young  men,  uniting  their  industry,  ability,  and  prac- 
'  tical  experience  in  the  business,  with  a  small  capital 
and  an  agent,  hired  a  portion  of  the  building  and 
power  in  1835.  They  labored  patiently  under  the 
ineffective  discouragements  of  their  predecessors,  but 
they  experimented  successfully.  Associating  with 
them,  after  two  years'  trial,  Gustavus  Leonard,  they 
purchased  the  buildings,  implements,  and  privilege, 
enlarged  their  business,  making  a  new  departure, 
under  the  firm  of  Leonard,  Reed  &  Barton,  employ- 
ing a  dozen  or  more  hands,  still  laboring  themselves 
at  the  bench,  Mr.  Leonard  as  the  outside  business 
man. 

With  Mr.  H.  G.  Reed  as  metallurgilb  their  wares 
gradually  obtained  a  high  reputation;  their  efibrts 
were  no  longer  a  doubtful  experiment;  their  "metal 
had  the  right  ring."  Their  wares  were  exhibited  at 
the  exhibition  of  the  American  Institute  of  New  York 
in  1838. 

During  that  exhibition  a  prominent  member, 
Charles  H.  Delavan,  sent  several  pieces  of  the  Reed  & 
Barton  ware,  with  the  same  number  of  English  man- 
ufacture to  Mr.  Wakeman,  the  secretary  of  the  insti- 
tute, accompanied  by  a  note,  saying,  "  I  am  satisfied 
that  the  Taunton  ware  will  bear  a  favorable  compar- 
ison with  any  in  Europe  for  neatness  and  efogance 
of  finish,  and  I  beg  leave  to  express  my  firm  convic- 
tion that  if  such  specimens  of  American  manufac- 
tures are  properly  encouraged  it  will  lead  in  a  few 
years  to  the  entire  independence  of  foreign  nations 
for  articles  of  necessity  and  use,  and  I  trust  the  time 
has  arrived  when  the  experiment  should  be  made.'' 
In  a  postscript  Mr.  Delavan  compared  the  cost  of 
each  set  of  ware, — Taunton  ware,  cofiee-pot,  $2.65 ; 
sugar-  and  cream-pots,  $2.40 ;  tea-pot,  $1.78 ;  total, 
$6.83.  English  ware  (similar  patterns,  no  better 
quality),  cofiee-pot,  $4.06;  sugar-  and  cream-pots, 
$2.57;  tea-pot,  $2.53;  total,  $9.16,  a  saving  of  $2.33 
in  favor  of  the  Taunton  set,  which,  he  added,  "  every 
American  ought  to  be  proud  of."  A  gold  medal  was 
awarded  the  latter,  and  the  reputation  of  the  Taunton 
ware  established.  That  ware  was  exhibited  and  letter 
written  forty-five  years  ago  when  the  works  were  in 
their  infancy.  Since  that  time  the  company  have  in^ 
vested  half  a  million  of  dollars,  made  extensive  im- 
provements from  time  to  time  in  the  manufacture, 
quality,  and  style  of  their  goods,  which  have  entirely 
superseded  foreign  wares  in  the  leading  markets 
of  this  country,  and  found  their  way  in  successful 
competition  in  many  of  the  markets  of  the  Old 
World. 

After  the  decease  of  Mr.  Leonard  in  April,  1845, 
Henry  II.  Fish  purchased  his  interest,  and  succeeded 
him  in  joint  proprietorship  in  the  firm-name  of  Reed 
&  Barton.  In  1859,  George  Brabrook,  who  had  been 
intimately  associated  with  the  business  transactions 
of  thv  firm,  was  admitted  as  a  joint  partner.     After 


the  death  of  Mr.  Barton,  Bept.  13, 1867,  Me«Br*.  Reed, 
Brabrook  &  Fiali  iiiirchHsed  the  internet  uT  their  late 
Hssociate,  and  hecame  sute  proprietors,  still  retaliiiiig 
the  widely-known  (irm-nameofBeed  &  Barton,  After 
the  decease  of  Mr.  Fiah,  occurring  Jan.  13,  1882,  liia 
sona,  Qeorge  H.  and  Frank  L.  FUh,  succeeded  to  the 
management  of  their  father's  interest  in  the  firm  and 
busineea. 

We  have  in  the  foregoing  sketched  one  of  our  lead- 
ing induatriea  from  iu  humble  origin  in  that  little 
workshop  to  Deacon  Ballard's  mill,  more  than  half  a 
■century  aRO,  thence  to  the  room  where  Reed  &  Bar- 
ton first  worked  in  metal,  to  their  present  manufac- 
tory of  vast  proportions,  forming  a.  cluster  of  sixteen 
Spacious  and  substantial  brick  buildings,  erected 
from  year  t^  year,  na  the  exigencies  of  their  in- 
creasing busiueas  required,  from  one  to  five  hundred 
feet  in  length,  three  to  four  storiea  in  height,  also  a 
dozen  lesaer  appendage  buildings,  alt  comprising  two 
hundred  and  sisly  thousand  sijunre  feet,  or  about  six 
acres  of  flooring,  and  covering  an  area  of  territory 
within  their  yard  of  ten  acres.  Besides  their  supply 
of  water-powei",  an  engine  of  three  hundred  and  an- 
other of  one  hundred  horse-power  moves  the  costly 
BcientiRc  machinery  of  that  great  hive  of  industry, 
thus  furnishing  employment  of  eight  to  nine  hun- 
dred persona,  including  some  of  the  most  skilled 
BrtistS'iu  the  metal  line  in  the  world,  many  having 
been  upon  the  rolls  twenty,  some  thirty,  yeara,  while 
Deacon  Barnos  L.  Burbank,  Luther  Babbitt,  N.  Brad- 
ford Leonard,  William  W.  Thayer,  and  their  senior 
book-keeper,  Alfred  Brabrook  {now  a  salesman),  over 
forty  yeara,  and  Nathan  Lawrence, superintendent,  J. 
A.  B.  Woodward.  John  C.  Macdnnald,  Peleg  Francis, 
Charles  H.  White,  Abel  Palmer,  and  Edwin  Reed, 
nearly  that  length  of  time,  in  their  employ.  Such 
has  been  the  success  of  their  experimental  improve- 
ments in  metals  the  past  twenty  yeare,  since  britun- 
nia  ware  wits  their  chief  production,  that  they  now 
manufacture  annually  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dol- 
lars' worth  of  the  richest  patterns  In  nickel  {or  Ger- 
man) silver  electro-plated,  gold-lined  ware  of  rare  artis- 
tic designs,  and  manifold  descriptions,  to  be  found  iu 
any  market  of  the  world. 

A  visit  to  the  departments  of  this  model  establish- 
ment, and  an  inspection  of  tlie  interesting  pnicesscs  of 
production  of  the  many  articles  in  use  in  every  family 
residence  or  humble  cottage  in  the  land,  will  confirm 
all  we  have  said  of  its  merit  as  au  ornament  to  the 
industrial  achievements  of  our  city  and  cuunly.     . 

Eopewoll  Hilla.^About  a  hundred  years  ago,  a 
third  of  a  mile  below  the  old  grist-mill  dam  (now 
Britanniavilie),  on  Mill  River,  was  another  dam,  and 
a  small  "cutting-mill,"  owned  by  Samuel  Leonard,' 
where,  a  few  years  later,  Joseph  Burbank,  with  a  few 
ancient  macliinea  and  two  or  three  men,  cut  nails, 
such  HB  were  headed  by  hand  in  those  days  of  simple 
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machinery.  It  was  said  to  be  the  first  uall-cuttiog 
mill  in  Taunton.  The  site  had  no  special  history  i 
there  was  a  small  waterfall  and  a  rocky  rBvine.  It 
was  the  site  of  the  present  Hopewell  Mills  Knil  sur- 
niunding  buildings.  Charles  Richmond,  with  Ills  ir- 
resistible  energy  and  enterprise,  conceived  th«  pUn 
of  building  cotton-mills  there,  in  his  own  emphatic 
wordri,  "To  make  Hopewell  shine  with  induatry." 

He  purchaaed  the  old  cutting-mitl  dam  and  |>rivi- 
l«ge,  with  surrounding  land,  ravine,  and  rocks,  of  the 
heirauf  BamucI  Leonard.  Then  he  purchased  theuld 
Leonard  &  Dean  slitling-mill,  and  saw-mill  dam  and 
privilege  above,  to  enable  him  to  make  back  fluwage 
without  damage,  and  then  raised  the  dam  ten  feet. 
J  With  the  aid  and  experience  of  Silas  Shepard  and 
Samuel  Crocker  he  erected  a  cotton -factory  [stnne  and 
brick)  one  hundrc<l  feet  in  length,  completing  it  tlie 
aeason  of  1318.  The  baaemant  was  a  machine-shop 
and  nail-factory,  and  in  the  upper  storiea  lounui  and 
cotton  machinery.  Iu  1831  another  mill  was  Uuill, 
near  the  dam,  about  the  same  sine,  both  contjiiniiig 
about  one  hundred  and  Dlty  looms.  Some  years  inter 
an  addition  was  built,  connecting  the  Mills,  for  a 
weave-shop.  Silos  Sheparil  had  the  superiuleudcnce, 
until  he  lea  for  building  his  Oakland  Mill  in  1837, 
and  was  succeeded  by  Ezekiel  B.  Leonard  and  Elisba 
Copeland.  Elios  Strange  had  charge  of  the  mavliine- 
nud  nail-shop  liefore  he  removed  to  the  brick  milL 
Horatio  Leonard  it  Co.  built  a  small  rolling-mill  at 
the  west  end  of  the  dam,  under  the  brow  uf  the  hiU 
(now  hospital  farm),  which  was  operated  a  few  years, 
when  the  machinery  was  disposed  of. 

This  mill  property  was  merged  in  the  capittti  stock 
of  the  Taunton  Manufacturing  Company  in  1823.  and 
was  msnaged  in  that  interest  until  ISja,  when,  ufter 
a  brief  control  by  William  A.  F.  Sproat,  it  came  into 
the  poHsession  of  Cyrus  I>ithropin  1844,  for  about  tea 
years  thereafter.  After  the  accidental  death  of  Mr. 
Lothrop,  Hay  21, 1854,  the  properly,  by  will,  (luiued 
into  the  hands  of  Charles  Albro,  who  had  been  super- 
intendent nearly  ten  years  previously.  Mr.  Albro  has 
been  the  manufacturerof  various  cotton  fabrics  about 
twenty-eight  years. 

In  June,  1883,  a  new  arrangement  was  made  in  the 
proprietorship  of-Hopewell  Mills.  A  company  was 
organieed  with  Charles  Albro  a  third,  and  I'orte  W. 
Hewins  two-thirds  interest  in  tho  property;  Enoch 
Kewins  as  superintendenL  They  have  two  hundred 
and  twenty-tiveloonis,  employ  about  one  hundred  and 
flfly  persons,  and  manufacture  jeans,  satteens,  and 
shirtings. 

Over  sixty  years  have  passed  away  since  the  in- 
domitable spirit  and  energy  of  Charles  Richmond 
originated  the  enterprise  of  the  Hopewell  Mills,  the 
Brick  Mills,  the  Calico  Printing- Works,  and  otiier 
lesser  enterprises,  which  have  made  Taunton  what  it 
is  in  prosperity  and  wealth,  furnished  employment 
for  thousands,  built  up  hundreds  of  comfortable 
homes,  und  made  many  wealthy.    But  he  hail  nut  the 
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million  reserved  to  carry  through  his  great  projects 
amid  the  reverses  and  misfortunes  which  beset  many 
human  undertakings,  and  his  remains  now  rest  with- 
out a  tablet  to  indicate  the  spot  where  they  were  in- 
terred in  the  far-off  land  whither  he  went  in  1849, 
hoping  to  repair  his  fortunes.  Charles  Richmond 
deserves  a  monument  at  home  contributed  from  the 
wealth  he  was  instrumental  in  building  and  making. 

Brick  MilL — ^This  manufacturing  location,  on  Mill 
River,  is  one  of  ancient  origin,  almost  coeval  with  the 
settlement  of  Taunton.  It  was  a  portion  of  the  prop- 
erty sold  by  Bartholomew  Tipping,  a  merchant,  to 
Rev.  Samuel  Danforth  soon  afler  his  settlement  in 
1688,  as  the  fourth  minister  of  Taunton,  for  his 
homestead.  He  died  in  1727.  He  had  a  grist-mill 
at  the  dam,  and  a- malt-house,  which  he  gave  in  his 
will  to  his  son  Samuel,  including  the  house  he  resided 
in  and  surrounding  land. 

In  1760,  Samuel  Danforth,  Jr.,  sold  to  Thomas 
Cobb,  of  Attleborough,  his  "  new  dwelling-house, 
grist-mill,  fulling-mill,  dam,  and  appurtenances,  with 
ponding  and  flowing,  with  the  utensils  of  both  mills 
and  four  acres  of  land,  for  four  hundred  and  sixty- 
five  pounds."  Capt.  Thomas  Cobb  was  the  father  of 
Gen.  David  Cobb.  He  returned  to  Taunton  in  1762, 
and  was  probably  engaged  in  the  iron  business  in  At- 
tleborough  with  Thomas  Leonard.  He  built  a  roll- 
ing- and  slitting-mill  at  the  Danforth  dam,  and  fol- 
lowed the  business  until  his  death  in  1779,  leaving 
the  mills  and  privilege  to  his  son,  Jonathan  Cobb. 
He  also  engaged  in  the  iron  business,  and  died  in 
1801,  leaving  the  iron-works  and  mills  to  his  widow, 
who  gave  the  property  to  her  son,  Jonathan  B.  Cobb. 
In  1808  the  latter  sold  the  mills  and  privilege  to  Sam- 
uel Falcs,  whose  son,  Sam.  Cook  Fales,  carried  on  the 
iron  business  a  few  years.  Job  King  occupied  the 
old  Danforth  Fulling-Mill  for  cutting  nails  several 
years  with  the  original  machine. 

Crocker  and  Richmond,  who  were  engaged  in  sev- 
eral large  manufacturing  enterprises,  including  Whit- 
tenton  and  Hopewell  Mills,  and  the  calico  printing  es- 
tablishment, purchased  a  large  portion  of  the  site  of  the 
Cobb  Mills  and  privilege,  and,  after  clearing  away  the 
old  mills  and  appurtenances,  erected  in  1823  the  Brick 
Mill  for  the  manufacture  of  printing  cloths  for  the 
new  calico-works.  This  mill  was  for  several  years 
under  the  superintendence  of  Jesse  Hartshorn,  and 
the  machine-shop  in  the  basement  was  in  charge  of 
Elias  Strange,  now  the  senior  mechanic  in  this  vicin- 
ity. 

Arrangements  were  matured  by  Crocker  and  Rich- 
mond, in  1823,  with  Boston  capitalists,  to  organize  a 
largo  company,  and  the  Brick  Mill  property  was 
merged  in  that,  called  the  Taunton  Manufacturing 
Company,  and  remained  so  incorporated  until  1834, 
when  a  division  was  made,  and  the  Brick  Mill  reverted 
to  Mr.  Richmond  and  ht^  associate,  Mr.  Crocker. 
They  continued  the  busit)^  ^f  manufacturing  cotton 
goods  and  machinery  an^i  .  i^^  rnemorah)^  panic  and 


reverses  of  1887  compelled  them,  from  severe  losses, 
to  suspend,  with  hundreds  of  other  manufacturers. 

After  a  few  years  of  trusteeship  and  liquidation  of 
the  large  estate  of  Crocker  and  Richmond,  the  latter 
repurchased  the  brick  mill  property  and  resumed  busi- 
ness. From  1887  to  1848,  Robert  S.  Dean  had  charge 
of  the  manufacturing  of  cotton,  and  Leach  and  Keith 
the  machinery  department.  After  they  retired,  the 
business  was  in  charge  of  Mr.  Dean  and  Lovett  Morse, 
a  capitalist,  for  a  few  years. 

In  1845,  Mr.  Richmond  built  the  new  brick  mill  in 
rear  of  the  old  one  for  the  manufacture  of  cotton,  ging- 
hams, etc.  Experiments  were  made  with  a  new  carpet 
loom,  which,  after  a  few  years'  trial,  was  transferred 
to  Thompsonville,  Conn.,  and  proved  a  remunerative 
Success.  The  old  brick  mill  was  burned  in  1845,  then 
in  charge  of  his  son  Edward,  with  serious  loss  to  Mr. 
Richmond,  and  rebuilt  in  1846.  Two  years  later  the 
entire  property  passed  out  of  Mr.  Richmond's  con- 
trol, and  in  1849  he  went  to  California,  where  he  died 
December  19th  of  the  same  year. 

In  1848  a  new  company  was  organized,  with  Nahum 
Stetson,  president,  and  R.  S.  Dean,  agent  and  treas- 
urer, with  a  capital  of  $100,000,  called  the  Dean  Cot- 
ton and  Machine  Company,  for  the  manufacture  of 
cotton  cloth  and  machinery. 

In  1876  a  new  company  was  organised,  called  the 
Taunton  Cotton  and  Machine  Company,  with  a  capi- 
tal of  $65,500 ;  Nathan  S.  Williams,  president ;  F.  B. 
Dean,  managing  agent  and  treasurer,  which  contin- 
ued several  years.  About  four  years  ago  another 
company  was  organised,  called  the  Park  Mill  Com- 
pany, with  the  same  officers,  having  control  of  the 
cotton  manufacturing  department  only,  the  machine- 
shop  still  remaining  under  the  former  name.  The 
new  brick  mill  was  leased  a  few  years  ago  to  L.  A. 
Rounds,  nail  and  tack  manufacturer. 

The  Old  Oreen  MilL~The  first  manufactory  of 
cotton  goods  in  Taunton  was  called  the  Oreen  Mill, 
located  near  the  present  bridge  at  the  junction  of  Hill 
and  Weir  Streets,  on  Mill  River.  The  old,  or  "  Lower 
Slitting  Mill,"  stood  at  the  side  of  the  river,  owned  by 
Simeon  Tisdale  and  others,  who  in  1797  sold  their  in- 
terest  in  the  premises  to  Samuel  Fales  (for  many 
years  clerk  of  the  courts  and  judge)  and  Samuel  Leo- 
nard. In  1806,  Silas  Shepard,  cotton  manufacturer 
from  Wrentham,  purchased  of  Samuel  Fales  his  share 
in  the  old  mill  and  privilege,  and  upon  the  site,  as- 
sociated with  Samuel  Leonard  and  Samuel  Crocker, 
erected  the  Oreen  Mill.  Jesse  Hartshorn  and  Thomas 
Bicknell,  then  expert  manufacturers,  assisted  Mr. 
Shepard  in  the  mill,  where  for  ten  or  twelve  years 
cotton  yarn  was  made,  partially  colored,  and  put  out 
in  families  where  they  had  the  hand-looms  for  weav- 
ing into  checks,  ginghams,  and  tickings,  which  fur- 
nished hundreds  of  women,  wives  and  daughters  of 
farmers  and  mechanics,  employment,  and  this  home- 
made cloth  was  durable  for  years'  wear.  During  the 
war  of  1812-15,  and  days  of  the  embargo,  there  was 
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£reat  demand  for  these  domestic  goods.  A  Tew  yenrs 
later,  in  I8I6,  an  addition  wm  built  to  tlie  mill,  and 
Capt.  Shepanl  introduced  a  power-loom  (a  crude  mu- 
cbine  compared  with  the"  Scotcli  loom,"  au  called),  af- 
terwards in  use,  which  waa  succeeded  by  a  still  greater 
inprovemenl  in  the  modern,  compact,  iron  framed 
loom,  forty  years  ago  or  more  in  use.  The  manufac- 
turing husineas  of  this  mill  wb8  not  a  pro6table  in- 
vestment, with  the  crude  loom  disadvantages,  aaide 
frum  the  lino  of  cotton  yarn,  and  it  was  Rually  given 
up. 

In  1824  the  Oreen  Mill  was  converted  into  nn 
.  appendage  of  the  new  Print- Works,  where  macliines 
with  copper  cylinders  were  introduced  and  used 
roauy  years  for  printing  calicoes  of  choice  qualities. 
Delaines  were  also  printed  in  this  old  mill  by  tlie 
Taunton  Manufacturing  Company  and  ita  successor, 
the  Bristol  Print-Works.  After  the  diacoiitinuance 
of  the  latter  works  in  1844,  the  old  mill  waa  remod- 
eled into  a  hieucliery  and  nn  appendage  to  the  Taun- 
ton Paper  Manufactory  by  William  A.  Crocker  and 
otiiera,  This  enterprise  was  discontinued  after  a  few 
years'  experiment  for  the  lack  of  that  indispensiable 
agent  in  making  good  paper,  pure  spring  water.  The 
old  Green  Mill  came  into  the  poaseaaion  and  control 
of  the  late  Samuel  Crocker,  and  it  was  finally 
taken  down  and  the  brick  removed  or  utilized  fur 
other  purposes,  leaving  ita  tall  chimney  a  standing 
landmark  of  unsuccessful  enterprises. 

Dean  Cotton-Hill. — In  tlie  easterly  part  of  Taun- 
ton, on  a  stream  called  in  ancient  deeds  "  Littlewnrtii 
Brook,"  whiuh  takes  its  rise  from  the  springs  in  the 
vicinity  of  Elders'  pond,  in  Lakeville,  and  rnn» 
through  Barehole  Neck,  xtood  Cain's  grist-mill  over 
a  century  ago,  owned  partly  by  Joseph  Dean,  Sr., 
Caleb  Turner,  and  Moaea  Cain,  and  had  been  a  con- 
venience to  the  people  in  that  vicinity  many  yonri. 
In  1784  t))e  latter  ovrner  sold  his  share  of  the  mill  and 
privilege  to  Henry  Stroliridge,  of  Middlolmniugli, 
for  seventeen  pounds  and  fitly-fivo  sliillings  in  sil- 
ver. A  foiv  yoar«  later,  1792,  Mr.  StrobriJge  conveyed 
the  same  portion  to  his  grandson,  Robert  Dean,  a 
merchant  of  Taunton,  son  of  Jnsepli.  Sr. 

In  May,  1S12,  n  juint-sLock  company  was  organized, 
consiutlng  of  Robert  Dean,  Jease  Hartshorn,  Joseph 
Dean,  Jr.,  William  Strobridge,  and  Caleb  Turner, 
with  a  capiUl  of  $16,000,  to  build  a  mill  at  Barehole 
Neck,  fur  mnnufacluring  cotton  yarn,  to  be  called  the 
Dean  Cotton-Mill.  .  During  that  season  the  little  mill 
— fifty  feet  in  length,  two  stories — was  built,  with  ac- 
commodating dwellings,  store,  etc.,  under  the  direction 
of  Mr.  Ilurtahorn,  the  manufacturing  agent  and  Irem- 
urer  of  the  company.  This  was  the  third  colton-inill 
built  in  Taunton.  William  Read  and  Cyrus  Caswell 
became  stockholders.  The  capital  was  increased  to 
»26,000. 

-  The  yarn  made  there  was  taken  out  in  packages  by 
familica  In  that  region  and  woven  into  cloth  by  the 
domestio  hand-loom,  several  of  which  were  operated 


in  the  mill.  Mr.  Hartshorn  retired  in  1818  ;  lie  was 
succeeded  by  Benjamin  Lincoln  a  year  or  two,  aod 
then  by  Harvey  Hartahorn,  brother  of  the  former 
agent,  the  tatler  introducing  the  old-faabioned  power- 

The  senior  proprietor,  Robert  Dean,  died  May  24, 
1822,  Robert  S.  Dean  was  tbe  next  agent  for  about 
eleven  yeara,  and  the  mill  wilh  ita  twenty  ;iower-loouu 
made  domestic  goods.  Charles  R.  A twuod  unil  diaries 
U.  Siepbens  followed  in  succession  a  few  yeara  in  tlie 
agency  of  tbe  Dean  Mill,  when  it  was  closed  as  a 
cotton  manufactory. 

JunicaSproat  and  Eleazer  Richmond  purcliaacd  the 
fnclory  in  1S38,  and  converted  it  into  a  circular  saw- 
ing and  box-bourd  and  stave  mill.  Mr.  Rlclimond 
succeeding  tbe  fonner  in  business  over  forty  yeara 
until  bis  death,  Oct.  10,  187G;  some  twelve  j-eais  of 
tbe  time  Nathan  H.  Williams  was  asiiuciatcd  witli 
bim,  until  be  retired  in  1821  to  tbe  mill  below. 
Cburlca  R.  Ricbmund  succcctled  bis  fnllier  in  tliu  box 
Bud  keg  inaiiufacluring  business  tn  the  priwL'ut  Ituie. 
The  location  baa  been  familiarly  called  Burcliutc  a 
hundred  years  or  more,  but  the  traditiim  nuuic  is  a 

Litllewortb  Drook  is  d  valuable  stream,  identified 
wilh  the  records  of  Littlewnrth  farm,  assigned  by 
Ca[>L  Miles  Standiab  and  John  Brown,  Plymouth 
commissionera,  to  Eliuibeth  Pool  in  1Q40,  and  prob- 
ably received  its  name  from  her  after  some  location 
near  Sbule,  England,  whence  she  emigrnted.  On  the 
same  stream  below  was  Williams'  mill  (grsudson  of 
Richard'),  and  below  that  Turuer  King's  saw-mill, 
now  operated  by  bis  sons,  Earl  King  A  Cu. ;  tben 
Pool's  dam,  located  where,  tradition  eays,  Klizabeth 
and  her  brotber.  William  Pool,  had  a  grist-mill  over 
two  hundred  years  ago.  Littleworlb  atrcam  thence 
passes  down  by  King's  Furnace,  mi  old  aaw-mill  near 
Robinson's  bridge  (wbicli  unitM  Raynhnui  ami  Tuun- 
tiiu),  and  is  ibo  third  or  fourth  slruaiu  in  air.u  wbich 
flows  into  Ttiuntiiu  River  in  ita  avrpuiitino  ctmrse 
of  some  twenty  miles  Ui  its  conlluence  with  Mill 
River. 

Kind's  Furnace.— The  oldest  hollow-wnra  mnnn- 
fnctory  in  this  county  was  King's  Purnnce,  situated 
about  a  mile  from  tbe  present  village  of  East  Taua- 
ton,  It  was  built  by  a  joint-stock  company  in  1723-24, 
under  a  uni<|ue  agreement,  abridged  as  fnllowa : 

"  Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  tbnt  it  \i  agreed 
upon  by  John  King,  merchant,  Kbcnezer  Itobinson, 
yeoman,  of  Taunton,  county  of  Bristol,  in  New  Eng- 
luiid,  Benjamin  Hodges,  carpenter,  Elkanah  I<eonard 
(grandson  of  Jamca'J,  bloomer,  of  Middlobiiro',  Bam- 
uel  Tubbs,  of  Pembroke,  founder,  and  William  Tubbs, 
olPlympton,  founder,  all  of  tbe  county  of  Plymouth, 
tio  build  a  furnace  upon  a  stream  commonly  called 
Littleu'orth  Brook,  in  the  township  of  TaunloD." 
Together,  also,  "  in  build  a  good  and  sulliciont  dum 
across  auid  stream,  convenient  fur  said  furnace;"  and 
furtber  agreed  "to  build  a  coal-bpuse  tliirtj  feet 
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square  upon  the  site  of  said  brook,  as  conveni^ot  as 
it  may  be  to  set  where  the  said  furnace  is  built" 
Also  agreed  that  "said  Robinson,  Hodges,  Leonard, 
and  Tubbs  each  to  be  owners  of  ^tli  part,  and  said 
King  owner  of  all  the  remaining  part  of  said  dam, 
furnace,  and  appurtenances;"  and  the  said  owners 
''bind  themselves  each  to  the  other  to  build  and 
complete  y*  said  furnace,  dam,  and  all  accoutrements 
thereunto  belonging  with  all  convenient  speed,  each 
to  bear  his  proportional  part,"  according  to  the  terms 
of  ownership.  It  is  also  "concluded  by  the  owners, 
that  when  the  premises  are  built  and  fully  completed, 
that  each  of  said  owners,  and  their  heirs,  executors, 
administrators  and  assigns  to  have  the  income  and 
profit  of  said  furnace  proportionally  to  his  and  their 
interest  and  part  thereof,  the  charge  of  stock,  work- 
men's wages,  repairing  of  said  furnace  or  any  of  the 
accoutrements  being  first  paid."  Also  "agreed  that 
ye  said  John  King,  being  y*  owner  of  the  land  and  y* 
said  stream,  doth  for  himself,  heirs,  executors,  and 
administrators  covenant,  promise,  and  engage  with 
y*  rest  of  y*  owners,  their  heirs,  etc.,  that  said  furnace 
shall  stand  and  remain  for  y*  full  term  of  twenty 
years,  unless  by  mutual  agreement  to  let  it  fall  be- 
fore." The  contract  and  covenant  is  signed  and 
sealed  by  the  above-named  parties,  "  Feb.  25th,  1728, 
alias  24." 

When  the  furnace  and  appurtenances  were  com- 
pleted they  commenced  making  hollowware  from  the 
size  of  a  "  jobie  kettle  to  a  ten  pail  cauldron  or  more." 
The  ore  for  the  use  was  dug  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
furnace  at  "Mine  brook,"  and  along  the  |>ogs  of 
Taunton  River.  It  required  several  hundred  bushels 
of  charcoal  and  about  two  weeks'  time  to  heat  up  the 
furnace  and  stack  before  melting  the  iron ;  and  when 
once  started  could  not  be  conveniently  stopped  until 
the  blast  of  five  or  six  months  was  through,  and  dur- 
ing this  time  "  the  men  knew  no  regular  days,  nights, 
or  Sundays,"  all  bunked  alternately  in  a  room  in  the 
furnace,  the  table  was  set  and  standing  in  the  "  cook 
house"  day  and  night,  and  the  cooks  constantly  on 
duty  to  serve  the  molders  and  men.  The  hollowware 
was  sold  in  stores,  peddled  by  teams  throughout  Bris- 
tol, Norfolk,  and  Plymouth  Counties,  and  sent  to 
Newport,  Providence,  and  New  York  by  sloops. 

In  later  years  the  furnace  was  run  by  Capt.  Josiah 
King  (grandfather  of  Col.  Nathan  King,  of  Middle- 
borough,  from  whom  we  have  the  original  contract), 
and  Ebenczer  Caswell,  grandfather  of  the  late  Samuel, 
Alexia,  Alvaris,  and  Benjamin  Caswell.  In  1816  the 
furiiucc  wnR  rebuilt  by  Washburn  &  King  (Gen.  Crom- 
well' Wnsliburn,  one  of  the  prominent  citizens  of 
Taunton  half  a  century  and  more  ago,  and  Col.  Na- 
than King,  of  Middleborough,  father  of  our  inform- 
ant), who  employed  a  force  of  molders,  etc.,  about 
thirty  men,  doing  a  large  business.  Their  ware  was 
mostly  consigned  to  Caswell  &  James,  merchants  of 
New  York,  the  sloops  at  Weir  village  taking  charge 
thence  and  returning  with  cargoes  of  the  New  Jersey 


ore.  While  a  portion  of  the  ore  for  many  later  years 
was  dug  in  the  vicinity  of  East  Taunton,  in  Free- 
town, along  the  meadows  of  Two-Mile  River,  and  near 
the  old  anchor  forgo  in  Raynham,  these  combined,  it 
is  said,  made  the  best  metal ;  James  Lieonard^  sold 
and  carted  hundreds  of  loads  of  the  "  moine"  from 
his  farm,  as  did  his  ancestor,  James',  in  1660-70,  for 
the  old  forge  from  the  same  vicinity.  Col.  King  died 
in  1828,  and  Gen.  Washburn  in  1889.  The  furbbce 
descended  to  the  heirs  of  the  form^,  in  whose  interest 
the  furnace  was  continued  many  years.  It  was  re- 
tained in  the  King  family  over  a  hundred  years,  and 
the  grist-mill  and  saw-mill  about  the  same  length  of 
time;  the  latter  was  burned  a  dozen  years  ago.'  It 
ceased  to  be  a  blast  furnace  some  sixty  years  ago  on 
account  of  the  large  consumption  and  increased  price 
of  charcoal,  and  was  altered  to  a  cupola.  It  was  last 
conducted  as  an  iron-works  by  Col.*  Nathan  King 
several  years.  The  furnace  was  afterwards  closed  and 
purchased  by  Eleazer  and  Benjamin  Richmond,  who 
converted  it  into  a  circular  sawing,  box-boatd,  and 
stave-mill,  and  run  by  them  until  1861,  when  Nathan 
S.  Williams  became  half  proprietor  until  1864.  He 
then  purchased  the  remainder  of  the  mill  and  prop- 
erty and  has  continued  the  business,  employing  from 
twenty  to  thirty  hands,  to  the  present^  time  in  manu- 
&cturing  the  above  articles. 

Taunton  Mannfaotoring'  Company.— The  Taun- 
ton Manufacturing  Company  was  one  of  the  large  en- 
terprises on  Mill  River  sixty  years  ago.-  It  was  organ- 
ized in  January,  1828,  with  a  capital  of  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars  in  real,  and  four  hundred  thousand 
dollars  in  personal  estate,  and  the  incorporators  were 
Samuel  Crocker,  Charles  Richmond,  Israel  Thorndike, 
Edmund  Dwight,  John  McLean,  Harrison  Gray  Otis, 
William  H.  Eliot,  William  H.  Prescott,  Israel  Thorn- 
dike,  Jr.j  Samuel  Henshaw,  Harrison  Gray  Otis,  Jr., 
with  such  other  persons  as  may  have  associated,  or 
may  associate  hereafter  with  them,  "  for  the  purpose 
of  rolling  copper  and  iron,  and  for  the  manufacturing 
of  cotton  and  wool,  in  Taunton."  James  K.  Mills 
and  Ezekiel  B.  Leonard  were  afterwards  stockhold- 
ers. The  stock  was  divided  into  six  hundred  shares. 
Samuel  Crocker,  Charles  Richmond,  and  James  W. 
Otis  were  chosen  agents,  and  H.  J.  Otis,  Jr.,  clerk, 
with  a  board  of  directors.  Samuel  Crocker  was 
elected  president  and  treasurer,  and  continued  -  by 
re-election  for  ten  years.  William  F.  Otis,  George 
West,  Gilbert  Walker,  and  H.  B.  Dearth  served  from 
time  to  time  as  clerks  of  the  corporation  and  board 
of  directors. 

The  real  and  personal  estate  of  the  Taunton  Manu- 
facturing Company  comprised  the  Whittenton  cotton- 
mills,  nail-works,  dwelling-houses,  privilege,  and  ap- 
purtenances, the  Hopewell  Mills  property,  dwellings, 
etc., '  the  Brick  Mill  property,  machine-shops,  and 
dwellings,  also  the  extensive  Calico  Printing  Works, 
with  all  the  land  and  appurtenances,  covering  a  large 
area  of  land.    During  several  years  this  company 
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tnade  encouraging  dividenda, — the  flret  year  twelve 
per  cent.,  the  aecond  lif(een,and  the  third  year  twenty 

In  1826  the  directors  voted  to  "  males  a  fair  experi- 
ment of  the  machines  for  manufacture  of  pins  and 
wood -sere  1VB,"  and  that  it  is  expedient  to  discontinue 
the  maniiriicture  of  nails,  dispose  fit  the  toots,  and 
lease  the  mills.  Tu  1S27  it  was  voted  to  reniiinorulc 
Charles  Richmond  one  thousand  dollars  for  his  valu- 
shle  services  in  England  in  behalf  of  the  printing 
company ;  also  thut  the  husiness  be  conducted  under 
the  firm-name  of  Crocker,  Richmond  &  Co. ;  also  to 
procure  a  practical  HUperiDtendent  of  the  pcint-worlcs 
in  England;  to  cancel  tlieorderforthe  "pin-machinee 
aa  imprscticahle ;"  also  to  fill  the  rooms  at  Hopewell 
Mills  ( made  vacantby  the  removal  oflhe  nail-machines 
to  Whittenton  and  East  Taunton)  with  cotton  spindles 
and  machinery. 

The  Calico  Printing  Works  were  started  iu  1823,  by 
Crocker  and  Richmond,  under  the  auspices  of  this 
company,  by  an  importation  of  several  hundred 
skilled  and  other  workmen,  chiefly  from  the  printing 
establishments  of  England  and  Scotland, — men  of  all 
nations.  The  buildings  were  chiefly  of  brick,  and 
structures  were  added  from  time  to  time  as  the  in- 
creasing business  demanded  during  the  ten  yearn' 
progress,  until  an  area  of  about  three  acres  was  cov- 
ered on  Court  and  Weir  Streets,  employing  a  large 
number  of  persons  in  the  process  of  block  and  ma- 
chine-printing.  Several  of  the  buildings  of  Court 
Street  were  afterwards  occupied  by  the  Bay  State 
Bcrew-Works,  and  are  now  owned  by  Anthony  & 
Ouahman,  in  their  nail  and  tack  buaineaa. 

Although  an  auspiciouB commencement,  Ihiscalico- 
prinling  department  proved  a  dissatisfactory  invest- 
ment. In  1833  theTaunlonManufacturingOompany 
voted  that  it  is  expedient  to  bring  the  calico-printing 
business  to  a  cloae  as  soon  as  practicable,  and  the 
directors  were  authorized  to  sell  the  water  privilege, 
buildings,  machinery,  aud  land  of  the  printing  cam- 


ton  Manufacturing  Company,  taking  as  his  share  the 
Brick  Mill  property,  macliine-shops,  dwellings,  land, 
and  appurtenances.  In  1835,  James  K.  Mills  &  Co., 
who  had  been  associated  in  the  company  about  ten 
years,  retired,  purchasing  the  entire  Whittenton  Mills 
estate  as  their  share. 

Meanwhile,  a  new  company  had  been  organized  in 
1833,  under  the  name  of  the  "  Bristol  Print  Works," 
compriHing  Samuel  Crocker,  Harrison  Gray  Otis, 
Charles  Richmond,  Edmund  Dwight,  James  K.  Mills, 
Gorham  Brooke,  Samuel  Eliot,  Horatio  Leonard, 
William  A.  Crocker,  George  A.  Crocker,  and  Ilenja- 
niin  W,  Chace  as  stockholders,  wliich  purchased  the 
entire  print  works  property  of  the  Taunton  Manu- 
facturing Company,  for  the  purjioseof  manufuclur- 
ing  delaines  and  calicoes,  Bauiuol  Crocker  was 
elected  president;  H.  B.  Dearth,  clerk;  aud  subse- 


quently Gilbert  Walker  was  clerk.  Charles  Porter 
was  clerk  and  treasurer  several  yean.  The  superin- 
tendenta  were  John  U.  Qrimahsw,  Caleb  Duxbury. 
James  and  Matthew  Monarch.  The  business  did  out 
prove  prosperoiu  under  the  competition  uf  the  low 
turiff  with  foreign  manufacturera,  and  the  buaincM 
was  brought  to  a  close  in  1S45. 

The  panic  and  financial  crash  of  1837,  which  pro- 
vaile<)  in  nearly  all  the  manufHcturing  com niunltles, 
hrout;ht  disaster  to  the  munufuclurera  of  Tauuton, 
nnd  n  largo  portion  suspended,  which  was  fullowed  by 
a  suspension  for  a  while  of  the  banks. 

In  1840  the  entire  property  of  the  Taunton  Manu- 
facturing  Company  liad  been  reduced,  by  exubungcs 
and  sales,  h>  the  tranchise  of  the  Hopewell  Mills  und 
appurtenfiuces,  and  were  owned  by  liarrisuu  Urny 
Otis  and  others,  of  IkiHton,  and  were  run  a  year  or 
two  in  their  interest.  They  disposed  of  tbe  property 
to  W,  A.  F.  Sproat,  whu  was  elected  clerk  utiil  treiu* 
urer,  and  assumed  the  duties  of  agent  and  control  of 
the  mills  for  about  a  year,  but  under  tbe  presauf«  cf 
the  prevailing  panic  and  protracted  disaster,  lie  waa 
compelled  to  surrender  the  property.  In  1844.  Cyrus 
Lothrop  held  a  claim  upon  the  mills  and  t>''oj>erty, 
and  at  a  meeting  in  tbe  office  of  SamuQl  Ilrock. 
Amyntaa  Shaw  and  Parinenio  C.  Shaw,  of  Raynhani, 
having  become  chief  stockholders,  the  former  was 
elected  president  and  diroctor,  and  the  latter  u  direc- 
tor, and  Samuel  Breck  clerk,  when  this  last  remnant 
of  the  "  Tuu  utun  Manufacturing  Company  was  legally 
transferred  to  Cyrus  Lothrop,  of  Easton." 

Maio^  Uachine  Worki.— In  the  year  1846,  Wil- 
liam Moauu,  whose  biography  ia  puhlialied  iu  Uiis 
work,  erected  the  first  buildings  upon  the  present  site 
of  these  works.  He  had  for  ten  years  previously  been 
engaged  in  building  machinery  in  various  localities 
in  tills  town, — in  the  machine-shop  on  School  Street, 
and  tbe  Brick  Mill  machine-sliop.  There  were  iio 
shops  to  be  bud  largo  enough  to  supply  the  iloniand 
for  his  machinery ;  he  had  acquired  a  reputaliuu,  and 
obtained  valuable  patents  upon  bis  self-acting  eoltoa 
mule,  which  he  thought  would  bring  him  a  large  busi- 
neas;  therefore  be  determined  to  prepare  lor  it.  Ha 
enlisted  capital  from  friends  who  were  engaged  in 
manufacturing  cotton  goods,  planned  and  built  what 
was  then  the  largest  works  for  the  manufacture  of 
machinery  exclusively  in  this  country,  and  was  soon 
doing  a  large  and  protitiihle  business,  under  the  firm- 
name  of  William  Mason  &  Co. 

This  original  plant  was  a  most  complete  establish- 
ment for  tliose  times,  and  of  such  great  size  aa  to  ex- 
cite both  wonder  and  doubt.  It  did  nut  seem  probable 
to  many  men  that  there  would  be  sufficient  demand 
for  machinery  to  insure  success  in  so  great  an  euter- 
prise.  The  buihiinga  consisted  of  a  foundry  one  hun- 
dred feet  long,  liRy  I'cct  wide,  a  smithy  one  hundred 
feet  long,  lliirly  feet  wide,  and  a  uiachine-sbop  three 
hundred  and  fifteen  feet  long,  forly-livu  feet  wide, 
three  siurieit  high.    These  buildinga  were  all  of  brick. 
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with  slate  roofs,  substantial  and  handsome.  They 
were  equipped  with  the  best  tools,  many  of  which  were 
built  from  Mr.  Mason's  own  designs  in  his  shops. 

From  1845  there  was  not  much  change  in  the  estab- 
lishment, except  an  additional  machine-shop,  one 
hundred  feet  long  and  fifly-six  feet  wide,  until  1862, 
when  preparations  were  made  for  building  locomo- 
tives in  addition  to  cotton  machinery.  Then  the 
foundry  and  smithy  were  enlarged  to  about  double 
their  original  size,  and  extensive  new  buildings  were 
erected,  consisting  of  boiler-shop,  machine-shops, 
locomotive-erecting  shop,  pattern -house,  etc.,  all  of 
brick,  with  a  new  stationary  engine  to  furnish  the 
power  built  on  the  premises. 

The  first  locomotive  was  turned  out  in  1853,  of  en- 
tirely novel  design,  attracting  much  notice,  and  mark- 
ing an  era  in  the  history  of  the  American  locomotive. 
For  some  years  Mr.  Mason's  new  ideas  and  improve- 
ments were  looked  for  with  great  interest  and  adopted 
by  many  builders.  The  result  was  that  these  works 
acquired  as  high  a  V-eputation  for  the  excellence  of 
their  locomotives  as  they  already  had  for  their  cotton 
machinery. 

AH  went  well  until  the  financial  crisis  of  1857, 
when,  through  the  failure  of  the  Boston  partners,  Mr. 
Mason  was  so  much  involved  and  embarrassed  &s  to 
be  compelled  to  sunpend  buHinoss  for  a  few  months 
and  see  his  hir^c  fortune  taken  from  him.  In  the 
early  part  of  1858  a  settlement  was  made  by  which 
Mr.  Mason  was  released  and  enabled  to  start  the  busi- 
ness again  in  his  own  name. 

In  1861,  after  the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  it  was 
thought  that  all  regular  business  would  be  dull ; 
therefore,  to  keep  the  works  running,  Mr.  Mason  ac- 
cepted a  contract  to  furnish  one  hundred  thousand 
Springfield  rifled  muskets  for  the  United  States  Qov- 
ernment.  This  was  an  enormous  undertaking,  in- 
volving great  labor  and  large  outlays  of  money  for 
t^ols  and  machines  especially  adapted  to  the  work. 
The  larger  portion  of  these  were  designed  and  built 
by  Mr.  Mason,  some  of  which  were  great  improve- 
ments upon  the  machines  in  use  at  the  United  States 
armories,  notably  his  rifling  machines,  of  entirely  new 
design. 

After  making  these  costly  preparations,  a  change  in 
the  head  of  the  War  Department  brought  about  a 
new  order  of  things.  Govern  men  t  contracts  were  can- 
celed or  cut  down  indiscriminately  all  over  the  coun- 
try, and,  among  others,  Mr.  Mason's  was  reduced  from 
one  hundred  thousand  to  thirty  thousand  guns.  This 
action  was  unjust  and  disastrous.  No  redress  or  relief 
could  be  obtained  from  the  government.  But  the 
preparations  to  fufiU  the  original  contract  had  ^one 
so  far  and  the  outlays  of  money  were  so  great  that 
there  was  no  alternative  but  to  submit  to  the  reduc- 
tion and  make  the  thirty  thousand  muskets.  This 
was  done  amid  much  perplexity,  with  great  wear  and 
tear  of  mind  and  body,  and  involving  large  pecuniary 
losses. 


After  the  gun  contract  was  dispoaed  of  the  works 
were  restored  to  their  legitimate  boBineas  of  build- 
ing cotton  machinery  and  locomotivea,  for  which 
a  great  demand  had  sprung  up.  During  the  years 
succeeding  the  war  the  facilities  of  these  shops  and 
tools  were  tested  to  their  utmost  capacity,  and  found 
unequal  to  the  demand.  Consequently  a  radical 
change  and  great  improvement  was  undertaken,  the 
first  step  of  which  was  the  erection  of  a  larger  foun- 
dry. To  do  this,  more  land  was  purchased,  one  street 
closed  up  and  a  new  one  cut  through,  giving  a  lot  of 
about  ten  and  a  half  acres  of  land,  standing  by  itself. 

The  new  foundry  was  begun  early  in  1878;  prob- 
ably it  would  not  have  been  attempted  at  that  time 
could  the  approaching  panic  have  been  foreseen.  The 
changes  inaugurated  then  were  too  costly  to  be  car- 
ried out  during  the  years  of  depression  which  followed 
the  crisis  of  1873,  and  there  did  not  seem  to  be  any 
prospect  of  business  enough  to  require  them.  But 
with  the  revival  of  1879  and  1880  they  were  resumed, 
and  are  now  nearly  completed. 

In  1873  the  business  was  incorporated  under  the 
name  of  Mason  Machine  Works.  The  first  officers 
were  William  Mason,  president;  -William  H.  Bent, 
treasurer ;  and  Frederick  Mason,  agent,  all  of  whom 
have  continued  in  office  until  the  present  time. 

In  1879  a  new  branch  of  manufacture  was  added, 
viz.,  that  of  the  Campbell  printing-press.  These 
presses  had  been  built  by  the  owners  of  the  patents 
at  their  works  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  and  had  acquired 
a  good  name  by  their  novel  devices  and  superior 
qualities.  But  the  facilities  and  reputation  which 
the  Mason  Machine  Works  had  for  building  ma- 
chinery offered  such  advantages  that  the  owners  of 
that  press  were  induced  to  abandon  the  manufactur- 
ing of  their  presses  themselves  and  to  contract  with  the 
Mason  Machine  Works  for  the  manufacture  of  them 
here.  The  business  has  increased  rapidly,  until  now 
it  is  about  double  what  it  was  at  the  time  the  contract 
was  made.  Over  one  thousand  of  these  presses  have 
been  sent  out  from  the  works  to  all  quarters  of  the 
world. 

Mason  Machine  Works  has  grown  so  gradually 
that  there  are  but  few  persons  not  connected  with  it 
who  are  aware  of  its  size.  Their  plant  consists  of 
ten  and  a  half  acres  of  land  and  a  great  number  of 
buildings,  comprising  nine  acres  of  floors.  They  can 
employ  over  a  thousand  hands ;  ai  present  they  have 
nearly  nine  hundred.  Cotton-machinery  is  their 
largest  business.  They  can  turn  out  three  hundred 
looms  per  month,  with  carding  and  spinning  ma- 
chinery to  supply  them.  With  their  increased  facil- 
ities they  can  build  about  one  hundred  locomotives 
per  year.  In  printing  presses  they  are  at  present 
building  thirty-two  per  month,  and  expect  to  increase 
to  thirty-six  per  month  before  another  year. 

There  is  probably  no  other  establishment  in  the 
country  engaged  in  such  a  variety  of  machine  manu- 
facturing on  so  large  a  scale.     Yet  every  department 
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is  conducted  independently  and  with  a  system  of  its 

own  under  special  aupervliiioii  and  aeparuLe  accouota. 

Its  produutB  Lnve  a  reputation  Tor  sujieriorily  in 
design,  workmanahip,  and  materials  wherever  they  are 
kaowQ. 

From  its  gaCM  jKiur  forth  froni  day  to  day  And  year 
&  proccHaion  of  those  mighty  elements  of  civiliiution, 
■^the  locomotive,  the  loom,  and  the  printing-preos, 
the  products  of  sclive  brains  and  brawny  arms,  the 
persistent  pioneeni  of  civil  and  sociul  improvement, 
.carrying  wealth,  comfort,  and  knowledge  to  tlie  mil- 
lions of  our  great  people. 

William  Muson  died  May  26, 188S,  after  a  few  days' 
illness. 

The  Britannia  Uann&ctory  of  Eldridge  &  Co. 
woa  cslablislied  in  1848  by  Eli  Eldridge,  who  com- 
menced business  in  a  small  building  on  Britannia 
Street.  An  increase  of  his  busineiia  soon  after  caused 
kn  addition  to  his  building  to  he  erectwl. 

A  few  years  later  hia  son,  Eli  H.  Eldridge,  having 
bought  out  the  cofhn-lrimming  business  of  Strange 
&  Francis,  moved  the  enme  into  his  father's  build- 
ing. 

They  continued  their  separate  kinds  of  business 
QDtil  1S63,  when  they  united  their  interesU  under  the 
firm  of  Eldridge  &  Co, 

They  continued  until  the  death  of  Eli  Eldridge,  in 
September,  1876,  when  John  U.  Eldridge,  son  of  E. 
H.  Eldridge,  became  a  member  of  the  firm,  con- 
tinuing the  business  in  the  same  building  until  June, 
1882,  when  they  removed  to  a  new  and  spacious  build- 
ing which  tliey  had  built  on  Eldridge  Street. 

The  Williami  Mannfaotnring  Company  is  one  of 
the  more  recent  enterprises  which  lias  u  promising 
fulure,  H.  A.  Williams  conimunced  business  here  in 
1877,  with  a  limited  capital  of  a  few  thousand  dollars, 
but  with  a  fertile  Invention  and  a  persevering  energy. 
He  manufactures  a  great  variety  of  email  steel  tools, 
twist  drills,  etc.,  hy  a  process  of  his  own  invention, 
tind  the  business  has  proved  successful.  Al^r  a  few 
changes  of  associate  proprietors  within  a  few  yeiirs,  a 
Hpacinus  building  was  erected  in  1880,  near  the  Weir 
junction.  Old  Colony  Railroad;  the  machinery  is 
moved  by  steam-power.  In  February  last  a  new 
company  was  organised  under  the  above  title,  with  a 
capital  uf  two  hundred  thousand  dolhirs,  to  prosecute 
the  increasing  business.  Tho  officers  are  Edmund 
Grinnell,  president;  Samuel  Ivers,  clerk  and  treas' 
urer;  Leunder  Plumraer,  Charles  W.  Clifford,  and 
Jireh  Swift,  of  New  Bedford,  and  H.  A.  Williams,  of 
Taunton,  directors.  Mr.  Williams  is  the  managing 
■gent.  The  company  are  enlarging  their  nianufHC- 
tory  to  three  hundred  and  fifty  feet  in  length  to 
faciliUte  their  increasing  business. 

Oakland  Mills.— Capt.  Silas  Shepard  purchased  a 
privilege  in  1827  on  Rumford  River,  about  three 
miles  from  the  Centre,  hiiilt  a  dam,  and  erected  u 
■tone  factory  one  hundred  and  sixleen  feet  in  length, 
completing  it  in   1828,  and  for  several   years  made 


cotton  yam.  In  1831  he  put  in  about  sixty  looms  for 
making  cloth,  lie  pursued  the  businens  several  years, 
and  finally  changed  his  style  of  manufacture  to  cot- 
ton or  canton  flannels,  which  was  the  firat  mill  that 
made  this  kind  of  goods  in  this  vioiaity.  He  Mao- 
ciated  his  son-in-law,  Lewis  R.  Cheabrough,  with  him, 
and  they  enlarged  the  milt  under  their  management. 
Uupt.  Shepard  died  in  December,  1861,  and  the  mill 
was  continued  a  few  years  by  Mr.  Chesbrough.  In 
IHU'J,  Amos  F.  Howard  &  Bon  purchased  Uie  Oak- 
Unil  Mills  of  Mr.  Chesbrough  and  heira  of  Capt. 
Shepard,  and  afterwards  made  extensive  itnprovc- 
ment«,  adding  new  machinery  and  a  new  water-wheel, 
and  in  1380  erected  a  new  building  one  hundred  aud 
tlurtyeight  feet  hy  sixty-eight  feet,  and  nnolhi-r, 
forty-six  feet  hy  thirty -five  feet,  with  new  engine  and 
machinery,  doubtiug  the  capacity  for  maiiufucturing 
fubrics.  Mr.  Chesbrough  died  in  April,  1878,  in  New 
Jersey.  Mr.  Howard  died  May  7,  1881,  un<i  his  miu 
and  copartner.  Jtiun  B.  Howard,  who  resided  in  Milt- 
bury,  died  in  December  of  the  samB  year.  TheOak- 
land  Mills  have  since  been  conducted  hy  Joseph  S. 
Tidd,' son-in-law  of  the  former  (who  is  a  large  owner), 
ill  the  interest  of  the  heirs  of  Mr.  Howard.  The  mill 
contains  one  hundred  and  twenty-four  looms,  and 
manufactures  denims  and  tickings,  about  two  millloa 
five  hundred  thousand  yards  a  year.  Oakland  is  ■ 
neat  village.  The  company  owns  a  dozen  or  more 
of  the  dwelling-houses  fur  residences  of  their  work- 

Taonton  Ancient  Iron- Worki.— The  first  iron- 
works established  iu'  tlie  old  colony  was  comiueitced  ... 
i»  Taunton  in  16SG.  A  bloomery  was  establiaboil  In  -^ 
Lynn  in  lti'14,  it  is  said,  and  another  in  Braintree  in 
1648,  but  iron  ore  being  found  deficient  in  both  places 
to  meet  with  the  demand  fur  consumption  of  the  iron- 
work's, the  enterprises  in  each  place  were  relinquished 
after  a  large  expenditure.  At  each  of  these  places 
James  and  Henry  I^cunard,  who  were  skilleil  luid  ex- 
perienced iron  workers  from  I'uutypuul,  Wales,  tiad 
been  employed  to  inaugurate  thu  husincas.  Large 
(luantitiesof  ore  having  been  discovered  in  uumeront 
places  in  Taunton,  and  hearing  favorably  of  those 
iron  men,  the  citieens  assembled  in  towii-mecting 
Oct.  21,  1652  (according  to  "  Bay  I  lea'  Old  Colony 
iliatory"),  and — 

"It  was  agreed  and  granted  that  James  Leonard, 
Henry  Leonard,  and  Ralph  Russell,  have  full  couaeut 
tu  come  here  from  Brainlree  and  put  up  a  bluuniery 
on  Two  Mile  River,"  They  accordingly  accepted  tlie 
invitation,  and  a  company  was  organized,  aud  u  forge 
or  bloomery  was  built  on  Two-Mile  River,  now  Rnyo- 
ham.  It  rctjnired  a  lung  time  to  prepare  fur  iha 
manufacture  of  iron.  We  have  a  confirmatory  record 
ill  an  old  ledger  kept  by  Cnpt.  Thomas  Leonard,  Mn 
of  James',  who  was  ulurk  and  manager  iu  11183  of  the 
same  works.    The  following  is  in  his  own  hand : 
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"  An  accompt  of  who  hath  been  clnrke  of  Taanton 
Iron -Works  ever  since  George  Hnll  was  first  clarke, 
with  some  otlicrs  joyned  with  him  for  a  time,  which 
began  Anno  1656 :  Also,  what  produce  the  works  hath 
made  from  year  to  year." 

The  old  iron- works  were  not  commenced  until 
1656.  George  Hall  was  clerk  and  financial  manager, 
with  a  year's  exception  (1663,  James  Walker),  until 
the  time  of  his  death  in  October,  1669,  and  his  eldest 
son,  "John  Hall,  y*  end  of  y*  year;"  the  record 
adds,  '*  John  Turner,  working  y*  forge,"  or  foreman. 
The  stockholders  included  the  early  settlers  of  Taun- 
ton, many  wealthy  men  in  Boston  and  other  places, 
as  follows:  Deacon  Richard  Williams,  John  Deane, 
Henry  Andrews,  James  Walker,  Deacon  Walter  Dean, 
Thomas  Burt,  William  Pole,  Elizabeth  Pole,  Shad- 
rach  Wilbore,  Nicholas  White,  Richard  Stephens, 
John  Pole,  Joseph  Tisdale,  John  Turner,  Hezekiah 
Hoar,  Bartholomew  Tipping,  James  Phillips,  Joseph 
Staples,  Town  of  Taunton,  Deacon  Henry  Hodges, 
John  Hall,  Samuel  Blake,  Peter  Walker,  and  others, 
a  share  each  or  more,  among  whom  will  be  recognized 
the  ancestors  of  many  descendants  in  Taunton ;  also 
Richard  Thayer,  of  Boston,  four  shares;  Richard 
Church,  of  Hingham,  Gen.  Leverett,  of  Boston,  two 
shares;  Peter  Noyes,  of  Sudbury,  Nathaniel  Paine, 
anil  John  Saffin,  of  Bristol,  adcrwards  judges  of  pro- 
bate, Stephen  Paine  and  John  Gary,  of  Bristol,  reg- 
isters of  probate;  John  Baker,  merchant  of  Dorches- 
ter, Samuel  Topliff,  the  Dorchester  Church,  Bene- 
dict Arnold,  merchant  of  Newport,  son  of  the  Gover- 
nor of  Rhode  Island,  and  many  others  were  share- 
holders. 

At  that  time  bar-iron  was  a  "circulating  medium," 
owing  to  the  scanty  of  specie  in  the  growing  colony 
and  town. 

Numerous  pages  of  an  ancient  ledger,  two  hundred 
years  old,  show  the  transactions  of  bar-iron  barter  of 
those  interested  in  the  iron-works,  and  orders  "  for  iron 
as  money"  were  attached  as  vouchers  to  the  accounts. 
Ministers'  salaries,  town,  school,  highway,  and  other 
rates  were  discounted  by  orders  on  the  iron- works,  as 
all  these  pages  show.  Capt.  Leonard  was  a  method- 
ical man  in  his  transactions,  hence  the  careful  preser- 
vation of  the  orders.  The  following  are  a  few  of  the 
orders,  the  first  from  Deacon  Richard  Williams,  a  few 
years  previous  to  his  death,  with  his  own  auto- 
graph : 

**Eifsioi«  Thomas  Lkonard,  PleMe  to  pty  Bartholoniow  Tipping, 
nine  Bhlllinp  and  '^d.  In  iron  of  nuntfjf. 

**  from  your  fiieml, 

**RioBABD  Williams. 
••  Taunton  y«  16,  lit,  16*5-86." 

There  are  a  number  from  Rev.  Gkorge  Shove,  the 
third  minister  of  Taunton.  One  is  a  barter,  as  fol- 
lows: 

**  ENfioN  Lboivard,— Pmy  delUer  to  Sain*l  Pltti,  on«  bandrad  of  iron 
and  ehargt  it  to  the  aooount  of  your  fH«nd 

"Gbo.  Shots. 

•*8«pt.l9,1686.** 


Then  follows: 

**  KwsioN  Lrow ARO,  pray  p«y  to  Math*!  Ooddlngton  y«  Abort  Ml!  now 
dua  me  already. 

'*8amubl  Pittb. 

"8ept.22, 1686." 

The  following  is  from  Dorchester : 

**  Oapt.  Thomas  Lkokard  :  Sir :  tbeee  lines  may  Inform  yon  that  the 
Selectmen  of  Dorchester  would  desire  you  to  dellTor  all  that  iron  to 
Philip  Withington,  which  Is  due  ftom  the  iron  works  to  the  ministry  of 
Dorchester. 

**  Samuu  Gapeii ,  with  the 
**  Consent  of  the  rest  of  the  selectmen. 
«  March  26Ui,  1706." 

Philip  Withington  acknowledges  receipt  of  "700 
of  iron,  being  the  produce  of  the  y*  shares  for  y* 
years  1699  to  1703,  five  years." 

The  fourth  minister  of  Taunton,  Rev.  Samuel 
Danforth,  also  dealt  largely  in  orders,  for  iron.  Here 
is  one,  dated  March  11, 1708 : 

*'Oapt.  Thomas  Liomarb. 

"  1  wonid  pray  you  to  pay  to  Elisabeth  Gilbert  (my  late  senrant  mayd) 
thirty  sbillinge  in  iron  at  18  shilUnp  prC,  to  her  or  her  order  and  place 
it  to  my  account. 

**  Tour  fHend  and  serS 

**8amiirl  Danvorth.** 

Nathaniel  Smith  bought  an  ox  of  Thomas  Wil- 
liams, son  of  Richard,  so  he  draws  an  order  on  Smith 
to  pay  his  mother,  widow  of  Richard,  a  portion  of  the 
amount,  thus: 

*'  Nathanirl  SMirn  this  Is  to  desire  yon  to  pay  my  Mother  Williams 
800  hundred  of  iron ;  which  is  part  of  y*'  price  of  y*  ox  yon  bought  of 
me. 

**  TBOMAB  WlLUAMS. 

••  Tavmton  y«  y«  16  of  Oct^.  1603." 

Then  follows  Smith's  order : 

**  Oapt.  Thomas  Lbor ard,  I  pray  you  be  pleased  to  pay  to  Old  Mother 
Williams  300  of  iron,  from 

"Mathamiil  Smxth.**    ' 

Another  order  from  Rev.  Samuel  Danforth,  "  to 
credit  William  Briggs  the  sum  of  2  shillings  and  4d, 
in  iron,  for  his  rate  to  the  Weir  bridge." 

We  might  fill  a  page,  did  space  permit,  with  these 
unique  orders  drawn  about  two  hundred  years  ago, 
in  which  bar-iron  was  the  chief  factor  in  the  transac- 
tion of  business  in  Taunton.  Nicholas  White  was 
delegated  year  after  year,  from  1683  to  1698,  to  carry 
the  iron  due  from  the  works  to  the  Dorchester  Soci- 
ety, to  Madame  Leverett,  Madame  Tyng,  of  Boston, 
and  others,  over  thirty  miles,  then  through  the  wilder- 
ness. 

The  record  says  "in  1676  the  (Indian)  war  began ; 
many  coals  destroyed  in  the  woods."  "  1676,  the 
works  garrisoned,  great  rates."  The  Indians,  how- 
ever, did  not  molest  the  forge.  The  clerks  who  suc- 
ceeded John  Hall  were  Henry  Andrews  and  Israel 
Dean.  In  1683,  Thomas  Leonard  became  manager, 
continuing  until  his  death,  in  1718.  He  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Deacon  Samuel  Leonard,  who  managed' 
the  works  until  he  died  in  1745.  In  his  will  he  gave 
Hasadiah  Wales,  his  daughter,  and  wife  of  the  first 
minister  of  Raynham,  Rev.  John  "Wales,  £100  of  bar- 


Iron  and  twenty  acres  of  l&nd,  and  hie  tbree  other 
daughter*  limilar  amounts.  Before  his  dealli  ho 
added  a  codicil,  Btaling  that  they  should  "  have  XlOO 
in  money,  old  tonor,  ai  goo<l  aa  merchaiitahle  bar- 
Iron  at  £3  per  C,  or  beef  at  S<l,  per  lb,,  or  Indian 
corn  at  9<.  per  bualiel."  He  was  tho  father  of  Deacon 
Elijah  Leonard,'  wlio  built  the  house  next  eiiat  of  the 
forge  [purchaaed  by  Mr.  Bpinney  n  few  yean  ngo], 
where  the  old  ledgers  were  found,  which  waa  deatroyed 
by  fire  in  1S81.  It  waa  for  more  than  half  u  century 
tlie  residence  of  Capt.  Edward  Leonnrd,  of  Raynliain. 
The  iron-wurkB  were  conducted  by  the  son  of  Deacon 
Samuel  Leonard  for  many  yean<. 

In  1771  the  iron-works  came  into  the  posaeraion  of 
Bon.  Josiah  Dean,  who  converted  them  into  a  rolling 
and  nail  works,  where  copper  bolts  for  ahip-building 
trere  rolled  and  made.  Mr.  Dean  died  in  1818,  when 
his  son.  Eliab  II.  Dean,  succeeded  In  the  busineaa.  In 
1825  Mr.  Dean  changed  the  works  into  an  anchor 
forge,  which  were  continued  in  that  line  of  buaiaess 
by  him  and  his  aucceaaor  and  aon,  Theodore  Dean, 
about  forty  years,  when  the  works  were  abandoned. 
The  privilege,  which  is  a  valuable  one,  alone  remaina 
of  the  ancient  iron-works  of  Taunton  of  two  hun- 
dred years  ago,  the  oldest  successful  bar-iron  manu- 
factory in  the  country. 

In  addition  to  the  manufacturing establishmenU  of 
Taunton  and  ita  induatries,  which  have  been  noticed 
&t  length,  should  be  named  the  Taunton  Stone  Lining 
Company,  corner  of  Soraereet  Avenue  and  Highland 
Street,  in  charge  of  tiie  Meaara.  Parker;  the  Taun- 
ton Crucible  Company,  Capt.  Wm.  H.  Phillips  ita 
president;  the  Taunton  Iron-Worka  Company,  with 
John  R.  Williams,  Wm,  H.  Phillips,  John  H.  Eddy, 
J.  F.  Montgomery,  Lewis  Williams,  directors :  Taun- 
ton Tack  Company,  treasurer  and  agent,  Thomas  J. 
Lothrop ;  Sparta  Tack  Company,  roar  of  the  Brick 
Mill,  Washington  Street,  L.  A.  Rouuds,  proprietor; 
the  new  stove-works  at  the  Weir,  run  by  Charles  F. 
Baker,  George  E.  Wilbur,  William  E.  Walker,  and 
Albert  H.  Hathaway,  who  have  just  erected  a  large 
foundry  two  hundred  feet  long,  and  employ  sixty 
hands;  the  Williams  Brick  Company,  on  Williams 
Court,  off  Somerset  Avenue,  in  charge  of  Alexander. 
H.and  George  F.Williams;  the  Taunton  Brick  Com- 
pany, on  Winter  Street,  with  a  aipital  of  J75,000 
and  Judge  Bennett  its  president;  other  brick  manu- 
facturers are  Ahiei  B,  Staples,  who  employs  a  capital 
of  J5000  and  fifteen  hands;  John  W.  Hart  A  Co., 
capital  $3000,  employs  tilleen  hands  ;  Isaac  H.  How- 
land,  has  a  capital  of  11500,  employs  twelve  hands; 
Horatio  Godfrey,  capital  tl200,  employs  twelve  hands. 

While  there  are  manifold  new  business  enterprises 
in  the  bands  of  new  and  enterprising  young  men, 
Bome  large  and  flourishing  branches  of  business  stilt 
exist  which  had  their  b^inning  many  years  ago,  as 
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bas  been  noticed  by  Rev.  Mr.  Emery  in  liis  "  ITIetorl' 
cal  Sketches  of  the  City,"  published  a  few  ycun 
aince,  aa  Edgar  H.  Reed,  in  1834,  in  trockory,  to 
which  have  been  added  carpels  ;  S.  O.  Dutibar,  ubouC 
tho  same  time,  in  drugs  and  modiclnee,  ink  anti  fluid 
magnesia;  Salmon  Washburn,  in  furniture  and  hard- 
tvare ;  Clios.  F.  Davenport  and  Natbaniol  6.  Maaon, 
in  the  express  business,  to  the  former  of  whom  Wil- 
liam R.  Davenport  succeeded,  followed  by  J.  S.  Da*- 
aett  and  William  L.  Walker;  William  llulchinaon, 
in  the  stove  and  tin  business;  H.  W.  and  Le  Baron 
B.  Church,  in  wholesale  Hour  and  grain  trade.  All 
these  have  been  iu  busineax  u)ore  than  forty  years, 
and  the  following  not  far  from  thirty  years :  A. 
Briggs  &  Co.,  Paul  &  Co.,  in  flour  and  grain  ;  SlnplM 
&  Phillips,  in  coal,  iron,  andagcneral  ahipping  bii«- 
nees;  N.  H.  Skinner  &  Co,,  the  succutaiora  of  Jabea 
Rounds,  iii  dry  goods,  carpeta,  etc;  Foster  A  Hur- 
nard.  in  the  business  of  tailors ;  Colby  &  Co.,  succa- 
aois  of  Sanmel  Colby,  in  ready-made  clothiug;  E.  D. 
Tisdale  &■  Son,  in  watches  and  jewelry  ;  H.  0.  Perry 
&  Son,  in  hata,  caps,  and  shoca;  N.  S.  Hoard  &  CcK, 
in  furniture  and  crockery;  Philandor  Williams,  !■. 
groceries  ;  A.  J.  Darker,  in  druga,  niudicinca,  booing! 
etc.;  I.  B.  Briggs,  in  alovea  and  tinware;  WlilM 
Brothers,  in  meals,  vegetublee,  etc.;  William  andi 
John  D.  Reed,  in  groceries;  B.  K.  Holt  A  Son,  Itt, 
ready-made  clothing;  W.  H.  Oilinore,  tn  vurtaioif 
pictures,  etc. ;  J.  T.  French,  in  paints  aud  pape^ 
hangings.  Robert  Dean,  John  W,  Seabury,  Charld» 
Godfrey,  James  W.  Crossman,  Charles  It.  Alwood|, 
Catviu  Woodward,  Abiatliar  Williams,  Allen  Prw, 
broy,  F.  S.  Monrve,  Lovett  Morse,  and  John.  WIK* 
liam,  and  Hodges  Reed  were  well-known  businen 
men  in  the  earlier  half  of  the  present  century. 

•  The  PhcBuix  Uanufacturing  Company  com- 
menced busine^  on  School  Street  over  forty  years 
ago.  The  proprietors  of  what  waa  then  called  the 
Crucible  Company  were  Charles  R.  Victory,  Charles 
H.  Atwooil,  and  .Toscph  Dixon.  To  cnliirgu  tlictr 
Liusinesa  they  removed  to  Weir  village,  and  in  1651 
were  !neor|Kirnlud  under*  the  olmvo  name.  Cupitat, 
«30,00fl.  Charles  R.  Vickery  was  president,  Charles 
11.  Atwood  agent  and  treasurer,  and  were  annually 
chosen,  though  many  ehangee  were  made  in  t)i« 
directors.  In  18T7,  Henry  D,  Atwood  was  chosen 
agent,  and  after  the  death  of  his  father,  C.  R.  Atwood, 
in  Dei'ember,  1877,  he  was  elected  clerk  and  trea»- 
urer,  which  ofHces  he  holds  at  the  present  time. 
Mr.  Vickery  died  Jan.  16,  ;1SS3.  The  directors  ara 
Arthur  rickcring,  Le  Baron  B.  Church,  H.  D.  At- 
wood, F.  B.  Dean. 

■'  The  Cohannet  Hilli  are  situated  on  the  bank  of 
Mill  River,  above  the  Brick  Milla;  were  incorporated 
i[LlS47;  CB|.itnl,  tl00,00l).  A  mill  fur  spinning  cot- 
tun  yarn  was  crectcil  the  following  season,  three  hun- 
dred and  thirty-three  long  by  fifty,  two  stories.  The 
ollicera  were  John  E,  Sanford,  president;  E.  B. 
Maleby,  clerk;  C.  L.  Lovetiag,  treaaursr,  who  n- 
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signed  in  1878,  when  E.  B.  Maltby  was  elected.  lu 
1881  the  cnpitnl  was  increased  to  $200,000,  and  a  new 
mill  (No.  2)  was  erected  parallel  with  No.  1,  three  hun- 
dred and  sixty-five  feet  long  by  seventy-two  in  width, 
three  stories,  also  for  spinning  cotton  yarn.  The 
present  directors  are  John  E.  Sanford,  Saul  Eddy, 
C.  L.  Lovering,  E.  B.  Maliby,  George  M.  Wood- 
ward. These  mills  do  the  largest  business  in  that 
line  in  the  county. 

8proat*8  Mill,  Weir  Village.— The  shingle  and 
grist-mill  of  James  Sproat  was  built  in  1837.  A  box- 
board  machine  was  adde<l,  and  soon  afterwards  a 
machine  for  making  nail-keg  staves.  The  grist-mill 
was  superseded  by  machinery  for  box-making  and 
cutting  nnil-keg  heads.  James  H.  Sproat  succeeded 
Lis  father  at  the  time  of  his  death  in  September, 
1857,  and  has  conducted  a  large  business  in  this  line. 
There  are  in  his  employ  several  men  whose  positions 
are  worthy  of  mention,  viz. : .  Calvin  C.  Presbrey, 
forty-six  years;  Frederick  Hathaway,  forty-four 
years ;  P.  B.  Campbell  and  Levi  P.  Talbot,  thirty- 
seven  years;  Abraham  Simmons,  George  Taber,  and 
John  McEnroe,  thirty-six  years,  and  several  others 
about  thirty  years.  Mr.  Sproat  continues  the  same 
business  he  has  followed  forty-six  consecutive  years, 
employing  about  thirty  hands. 

Old  Colony  Iron  Company.— In  1813,  Stephen 
King  obUiincd  a  grant  to  build  a  dam  across  Taunton 
Kiver,  on  his  farm,  a  short  distance  above  the  present 
Old  Colony  Iron- Works,  and  laid  the  foundation. 
Horatio  Leonard  &  Co.  (Crocker  &  Richmond)  pur- 
chased Mr.  King's  right  and  removed  the  dam  to  its 
present  location,  and  built  a  forge  for  making  char- 
coal iron  (in  182-)  of  scraps  and  pig-iron.  Finally, 
coal  being  too  expensive,  a  few  years  later  (1827) 
they  obtained  the  services  of  experienced  workmen. 
James  Mitchell  and  his  brother.  Englishmen,  com- 
menced making  iron  with  bituminous  coal.  Increase 
and  Charles  Robinson,  having  some  experience,  came 
from  Bridgewater  in  1828  and  engaged  in  the  iron 
business  with  the  company.  Their  facilities  for  the 
manufacture  of  iron  for  nail-plates  and  shovels  were 
enlarged.  Enoch  Robinson,  who  had  also  served  at 
the  various  departments  for  producing  iron,  succeeded 
his  brother  Increase  in  1829,  who  returned  to  Bridge- 
water  and  became  superintendent  of  the  iron-works. 
Samuel  C^iswell  had  charge  of  the  machinery.  The 
reverses  of  1837-42  caused  a  suspension  of  the  works 
for  over  a  year. 

A  new  company  was  organized  under  the  name  of 
the  Old  Colony  Iron  Company  in  1844,  with  a  capital 
of  two  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  dollars.  Samuel  L. 
Crocker,  president,  Charles  Robinson,  treasurer,  and 
they  remained  in  oflice  until  the  death  of  each, — the 
latter  Feb.  8,  1882f,  the  former  Feb.  10,  1883.  The 
works  cover  several  acres  for  the  manufacture  of 
shovels  and  nails  and  nail-plates,  making  their  own 
iron.  The  officers  are  Charles  T.Robinson,  clerk; 
Oliver  A.  Washburn,  agent  and  treasurer;    Enoch 


Robinson,  Naham  Stetson,  Charles  T.  Robinson,  and 
O.  A.  Washbam,  directors ;  Enoch  Robinson,  general 
superintendent. 

""  The  Tannton  LooomotiYe  Mannfaotnring  Com- 
pany, located  near  the  central  depot  of  the  Old  Col- 
ony Railroad,  commenced  business  in  1846,  and  was 
incorporated  in  1847  by  Wm.  A.  Crocker,  Willard  W. 
Fairbanks,  Wm.. Raymond  Lee,  and  their  associates, 
for  manufacturing  steam-engines,  railroad  cars,  and 
machinery ;  capital,  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

Wm.  A.  Crocker  was  chosen  president;  W.  W. 
Fairbanks,  agent  and  treasurer ;  Charles  R.  Olney, 
clerk.  In  1847,  Harrison  Tweed  succeeded  Mr.  Olney 
as  clerk.  In  1864,  W.  W.  Fairbanks  succeeded  Mr. 
Crocker  as  president  Robert  S.  Dean  succeeded  Mr. 
Fairbanks  as  treasurer  in  August,  1868,  and  resigned 
in  December.  Harrison  Tweed  was  his  successor  as 
treasurer  on  Sept.  25,  1861,  and  became  agent  in  place 
of  Mr.  Fairbanks,  resigned,  who  also  resigned  as 
president  Aug.  28, 1862,  and  Samuel  L.  Crocker  was 
elected,  serving  twenty-one  years,  until  his  death, 
Feb.  10, 1888. 

The  capital  had  been  increased  from  time  to  time 
until  1864,  when  it  was  established  at  two  hundred 
and  eighteen  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

P.  I.  Perrin,  who  had  been  superintendent  and  de- 
signer of  the  company  from  its  commencement,  in 
1846,  to  July,  1847,  was  elected  agent  and  treasurer  to 
succeed  Mr.  Tweed,  and  now  fills  the  position,  and 
E.  D.  Oodfrey  was  elected  clerk  of  the  corporation. 

At  the  annual  meeting  May  28, 1888,  Nahum  Stet- 
son was  elected  president  in  place  of  Mr.  Crocker  de- 
ceased ;  Everett  D.  Godfrey,  clerk ;  directors,  Enoch 
Robinson,  Harrison  Tweed,  P.  I.  Perrin,  Nahum  Stet- 
son ;  also  Robert  I.  Game  well,  of  Providence,  in 
place  of  Mr.  Crocker. 

This  was  among  the  first  companies  established 
specially  for  manufacturing  locomotives  in  the  United 
States,  and  the  first  one  was  built  in  May,  1847. 
The  company  soon  attained  a  high  reputation  for 
their  locomotives,  and  the  first  one  that  found  its  way 
upon  the  great  thoroughfares  of  the  West  was  sent 
from  this  establishment  in  May,  1862;  shipped  from 
Boston  for  New  Orleans,  thence  to  St  Louis  in  charge 
of  Edward  Peirs,  engineer,  who  is  still  in  the  employ 
of  the  company.  Their  locomotives  are  now  a  pro- 
pelling power  from  Maine  to  California,  in  Canada, 
South  America,  and  Mexico. 
*'  The  Taunton  Tack  Company  was  organized  in 
1860  by  a  few  practical  tack-makers,  and  others  that 
joined  them,  with  a  capital  of  twenty  thousand  dol- 
lars; shares  at  five  hundred  dollars.  They  located 
their  works  on  Union  Street^  purchasing  the  build- 
ings from  Stephen  Rhodes  &  Sons.  They  chose 
directors :  Daniel  Reed,  Jr.,  Joseph  Dunbar,  Robert 
Crossman  (2d),  Gideon  Perkins,  Jr.;  and  Charles 
Foster  was  chosen  president,  Robert  Crossman  (2d) 
secretary,  and  Gideon  Perkins,  Jr.,  agent  and  treas- 
urer.   In  1856  the  company  became  incQrt^<^^%5u^^^ 


■nd  Gidwu  Perkiim,  Duniel  ItocJ,  Pliiliindor  W. 
Dean,  Jmneg  C.  Brown,  and  Albert  Iluater  were 
directnra;  Robert  Crussmao,  clerk;  Daniel  Reed,  Jr., 
treasurer;  and  Jamea  Brown,  president.  From  Uint 
time  there  was  a  change  in  the  ofScora  nearly  every 
year,  except  agent  and  treasurer,  which  L.  F.  Dudley 
held  several  yeiira,  und  George  W.  Wliile,  auperinten- 
dent,  who  remained  some  ten  yeara,  Tiie  comjiany 
were  doing  a  fair  bueinesB,  and  paid  a  dividend  until 
1857  of  four  and  a  half  per  cent. 

Ill  ISGIi,  Lorenzo  Lincoln  was  elecMd  preeirlcnt. 
and  has  held  llie  olTice  seventeen  yeJiia.  Tinimiui  J. 
Lothrop  was  elected  direcUtr  in  1867  and  agent  and 
treasurer  In  1868,  and  still  remains  treaaurer  and 
manager.  In  1669  the  company  voted  to  erect  a 
new  nianuractor/  on  the  land  purcliuaed  of  A.  E. 
gwaaey. 

Id  1870  the  company  increased  their  capital  to 
aixty  tliousand  dollars,  removed  to  their  new  manu- 
factory on  Weir  Street,  and  authorized  tlie  sale  of 
their  property  on  Union  Street.  The  company  (hen 
began  to  add  to  ita  machinery  not  only  tack-nail 
machines  but  for  the  manufacture  of  rivets  am)  hulta. 
lu  1873  the  capital  stuck  was  increased  to  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  thousand  dollars.  In  1874,  George 
W,  White  resigned  as  superintendent.  In  July,  1878, 
the  fire  destroyed  a  large  portion  of  [he  factory,  in- 
cluding the  machinery  for  atove-bolta,  and  that  busi- 
ness was  not  resumed.  The  factory  was  soon  rebuilt 
and  new  machines  added,  and  now  includes  one  hun- 
dred and  seven  tack-  and  shoe-nail  machines  and 
various  other  valuable  machines  required  in  the  es- 
tablishment; also  wire-drawing  apparatus  and  ma- 
chinery for  the  rivet  department.  The  estjiblislimcnt 
consumes  about  seven  and  a  half  tons  of  iron  per  day, 
and  furnishes  employment  to  one  hundred  and  ten 
hands  in  the  various  departments.  The  company 
manufactures  ita  own  machines,  and  is  adding  wire 
nails  to  its  specialties  in  business.  It  has  a  branch 
store  in  Chicago  for  Western  trade. 

The  olhcera  are  Lorenzo  Lincoln, president ;  Thomns 
J,  Lothrop,  treasurer  and  agent;  Joseph  I'hiltirick, 
clerk;  H.  R.  Wheelwright.  Thomas  J.  Lothrop,  I>o- 
renzo  Lincoln,  Joseph  Philbrick,  Francis  H,  Wilbur, 
directors. 

Anthony  &  Cushman,  manufacturers  of  all  kinds 
of  tacks,  brads,  and  shoe-nails,  commenced  business, 
in  18(14,  in  their  works  below  Weir  village  with  twenty- 
lix  machines.  Their  business  increased  largely,  and 
in  1382  removed  into  their  spacious  manufactory. 
Court  Street,  formerly  Bay  State  Screw  Works,  where 
they  have  nearly  ninety  machines  running,  employing 
about  one  hundred  hands,  cutting  four  tons  of  metal 
per  day  of  various  kinds.  Capital,  sixty  thousand 
dollars. 

■  H.  L, Cushman  &  Co.  commenced  the  manufacture 
of  tuning  and  shoe  buttons  in  April,  1882.  Capital, 
twenty-five  thousand  dollars.  They  employ  twenty- 
five  handsj  and  make  nearly  a  million  of  buttons  per 


day.    They  occupy  n  portion  of  Anlhuiiy  &  Ciu 
man's  building.  Court  StrcuL 

'Strange's  Cylinder  Saw  and  Machine  Company,  on 
Tremout  Street.  The  senior  partiior,  EUna  Strange, 
is  the  oldest  mechanic  in  this  vicinity,  Imvliig  beoa 
at  the  bueineat  about  sixty  years  aa  roreiiinn  and 
manager  in  several  establishments.  Several  years 
ainco  he  directed  his  attention  to  the  manufacture  ot  _ 
machines  fur  making  staves,  boxes,  barrels, 
ateam-engince,  etc.,  of  which  company  Eliaa  Stmng^ 
is  president,  Emerson  C,  ia  secretary,  and  Elia 
Strange  is  treasurer.  They  employ  about  tweat^ 
bands. 

-  Taunton  Copper  Manufacturing  Company.— 
In  1826,  Williuni  A.,  Samuel  L.,  and  tlwrgc  " 
Crocker  ussnclattid  together  as  Crocker  llroltters,  and 
commenced  the  manufacture  of  coppur  upon  (lie 
Wading  River,  in  Norton,  a  privilege  which  tltctr 
father,  William  Allen  Crocker,  formerly  owned,  a 
small  establishment  previously  occujiicd  by  Crocker 
&  Richmond  a  few  years  for  thosame  purpose.  In 
1S81  the  above-named  William  A.,  Samuel  L.,  aod 
George  A.  Cracker,  with  Daniel  Brewer,  Nathauiel 
Crandell,  and  such  others  as  they  may  asaociato  with 
them,  were  incorporated  as  tlie  Taunton  Copper 
Manufacturing  Company,  under  the  fimi-iiame  of 
Crocker  Uruthers  Jk.  Co.,  with  a  capital  of  f:WO,000. 
The  works  were  enlarged  double  their  former  aise  in 
Norton,  and  practical  skilled  workmen  were  obtained 
from  England  to  produce  the  less  costly  article  called 
yellow  metal,  and  by  chemical  arrangements  in  the 
manufacture  of  copper  and  yellow  metal  they  utiliied 
the  oxide  of  zinc  fur  various  mechanical  purpoaea;  M 
they  also  contracted  for  the  nmnufacture  of  plancheta  ^ 
for  copper  cents,  which  machines  were  worked  by 
William  Allen  West  many  years,  furnishing  the 
United  Stales  government  with  tilly  tiiouaiuid  dollan 
annually.  In  1^4!)  the  company  erected  a  large  estab- 
liidinicnt  ut  Weir  vilhige  fur  the  manufacture  aud 
rolling  of  copper,  yellow  metal,  and  zinc,  runiuviiig  a 
portion  of  the  uiiiehincry  from  Norton.  The  com- 
pany conducted  a  large  and  profitable  buslnew  for 
niajiy  years,  increasing  their  capital  to  (600,000,  and 
Again  to  t'JOO.OOO,  and  paying  large  dividends.  Wil- 
Linm  A.  Crocker  retired  from  the  Arm  in  1854,  and 
George  A.  Crocker  died  in  February,  1864.  Few 
other  changes  have  taken  place  by  deaths  and  reaig~ 
nations.  A  few  years  since,  in  CDnsci|uenc&  of  busi- 
ness reverses  and  lusses  on  slock,  and  the  inability  to 
pay  dividends,  the  capital  was  decreased  to  $450,000, 
During,  however,  all  the  panics  aud  reverses  of  1837, 
1857,  and  1873,  the  company  continued  ita  large  and 
coatly  business  operations,  regularly  paying,  wiilioat 
intermission,  their  employ&i,  many  of  whom  hava 
been  upon  the  rolls  in  their  service  thirty,  forty,  and 
fifly  years.  Within  the  post  year  (1882)  Charlea  Rob- 
i  nson  and  Ward  M.  Parker,  two  of  the  oldest  director*,  ■ 
died  ;  in  January  last  Charlea  R.  Vickery,  another  of 
the  board,  and  president  of  company  many  yean, 
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ftod  in  February  last,  8«na«l  L.  Oroeker,  the  ImI 
eanriviDg  brother,  direct<»y  treararer,  and  manager  of 
the  oofaipany  from  iti  oiganiiation,  OTor  half  a  cen- 
tury, died.  Now  a  reoiganlntkm  i»  taking  plaee  in 
this  old-established  and  wealthy  corporation.  E.  H. 
Bennett,  who  was  elected  president  to  succeed  Mr. 
Viclcery,  has  resigned,  and  some  new  ofllcezs  will  be 
elected  to  fill  the  places  of  the  former  board.  Timothy 
Gordon  has  been  eonnected  with  the  copper  works 
over  forty-five  yean  as  book-keeper,  clerk,  agents  and 
treasurer;  also  R.  Henry  Hall  orw  thirty  years,  as 
superintendent  and  agent,  which  offices  they  now  fill 
as  members  of  the  company. 
'  Leonard  GoHiperattTe  Fonndry.— In  1 846,  Deacon 
Jjcmuel  Jjoonnrd  built  a  small  foundry  a  short  dis- 
tance below  Whittenton  Mills  for  casting  stoves  and 
small  ware.  A  few  years  later  his  son,  Lemuel  M. 
Leonard,  was  associated  with  him,  and  enlarged  the 
ftimaoe,  continuing  several  years.  The  former  died 
in  1868.  The  latter,  to  extend  his  business,  built  a 
laige  foundry  on  Wales  Street  and  removed  from 
Whittenton  in  1866,  and  continued  a  large  business 
until  his  death,  in  1876.  This  was  the  origin  of  the 
Leonard  Co-operative  Foundry  Company,  organised 
in  1877 ;  capital,  twenty-five  thousand  dollars.  The 
company  has  two  foundries  and  a  number  of  build- 
ings, covering  an  area  of  two  acres, .and  do  a  large 
btisinon.  The  ofllccra  are  L.  B.  West,  president;  W. 
H.  Lindsey,  treasurer ;  A.  J.  Holt,  traveling  agent ; 
directors,  Wm.  N.  Parker,  Charles  R.  Mason,  L.  B. 
West,  Wm.  H.  Lindsey,  J.  M.  Pratt,  A.  W.  Hewitt, 
Jr.,  J.  B.  Grigor,  T.  N.  Goff;  C.  H.  Briggp. 

The  Eagle  Ootton>Mill  Company  was  incorporated 
In  1860 ;  capital,  sixty  thousand  dollars ;  President, 
Theodore  Dean;  F.  B.  Dean,  clwk,  treasurer,  and 
agent;  Directors,  Joseph  Dean,  A.  K.  Williams, 
George  B.  Williams,  F.  B.  Dean,  Theodore  Dean. 
Wanton  Bouse,  one  of  tbe  directors  and  superinten- 
dents, died  recently. 

The  Tannton  (HMrlofh  Company  was  incorporated 
in  1860,  #ith  a  capiUl  of  $26,000 ;  now  has  a  capital 
of  966,000.  The  board  of  directors  are  John  K  San- 
ford,  Enoch  Robinson,  Thompson  Newbury,  Charles 
T.  Robinson,  J.  J.  Whitmarsh. 

The  presidents  have  been  Charles  Robinson,  Bay- 
lies Sanford,  William  R.  Davenport,  John  E.  Banford ; 
Clerks,  B.  Banford,  John  -£.  Sanford,  J.  J.  Whit- 
manh.  James  W.  Grossman  was  agent  many  years. 
The  present  officers  are :  President,  John  E.  Banford ; 
Clerk,  J.  J.  Whitmarsh ;  Treasurer,  Thompeon  New- 
bury, who  has  been  treasurer  from  the  organisation  of 
the  company.  Th^  manufacture  enameled  and  peb- 
bled oil  cloths. 

J  Presbrey  Stove-Lining  Company,  established  in 
1826 ;  incorporated  in.  1866,  with  a  capital  of  928,000; 
manufacture  fire-brick  and  stove-linings.  The  board 
of  directors  are  Henry  T.  Root,  B.  C.  Pierce,  J.  T.- 
Malier,  William  A.  Miller,  D.  A.  Trefethen.  Henry 
T.  Root,  president ;  B.  C.  Pierce,  treasurer  and  agent 


Their  present  buildings  cover  neariy  two  acrei  of 
ground,  having  been  teoently  enlaiged* 
•>  WMt?iIl0.--This  pleasant  vfllage  in  the  westerly 
section  of  Tannton  was  named  for  one  of  its  enter- 
prising manvfoctnma,  John  West^  over  sevetaty  years 
ago.  Its  location  on  Tlire^Mile  River,  prominently 
identified  witii  the  Baylies  Iron  Wofka  a  hnndied  and 
forty  years  ago^  was,  half  a  century  previoaaly,  the 
site  of  the  "  Andrews*  grist-mill"  and  Lincoln's  saw- 
mill, the  ibrmer  owned  by  Oapt  John  Andrews,  the 
latter  1^  Rnfns  and  lehabod  Lincoln ;  in  later  years 
by  Joseph  Andrews,  son  of  the  above,  and  Imae  Lin- 
coln, grandfiither  of  Deaoon  Lorenao  Lincoln,  the 
respected  veteran  paper  mannfootnrer,  whoaa  ances- 
tors resided  near  there. 

About  17^18-89,  Thomas  Baylies,  Jr.,  had  a  forge 
and  iron-works  on  the  south  side  of  Three-liUe  River, 
for  making  charcoal-iron  from  ore  mined  in  the 
vicinity  and  from  New  Jersey.  He  died  in  July, 
1766,  at  forty-one  years  of  age^  a  few  mootha  after 
the  death  of  his  fkther. 

An  interesting  history  b  connected  with  the  owners 
of  the  Baylies  Iron  Works.  Thomas  and  Brther  Ser- 
geant Baylies,^  ancestors  of  all  of  that  name  in  this  vi- 
cinity,—Nicholas,  HodQah,  Dr.  William,  Hon.  Fhmds 
and  William,  Thomas  Saigeant^  Dr.  Alfked  Baylies, 
and  others  (of  whom  lir.  Shove,  in  his  "'Digh- 
ton  History,"  gives  spedai  accpant),  came  firom 
Colebrook  Dale,  Shropshire,  England,  In  1787,  with 
his  sons,  Thomas  and  Nicholas,  all  ^  iron  masters." ' 
On  their  arrival  in  Boston,  Thomas,  Sr.,  proceeded  to 
West  Attleborough  ''Qore^  (now  Cumberland,  R.  I.), 
to  superintend  an  iron-worin  for  a  firm  of  Boston 
merchants.  He  resided  in  that  town  some  fifteen 
years,  and  was  probably  associated  with  Oapt  Thomas 
Leonard,  of  Raynham,  in  the  same  business  the  last 
portion  of  the  time. 

Thomas,  Jr.,  came  to  Tannton  and  Nichdaa  went  to 
Uibridge,  both  to  superintend  iron-woika.  Thomss, 
St.,  subsequently  removed  fimn  AtUeboroiigh  to 
Tiiunton,  probably  to  assist  his  son  at  Baylies  Iron- 
Works,  where  soon  after,  hb  wife  Brther  died.  May 
7, 176i  in  her  sixly-flflh  year,  and  he  died  March  6, 
1756,  nearly  two  years  later,  in  hb  sixty-ninth  year. 
They  were  buried,  witii  sons,  Thomas,  Nicholas,  and 
grandaon,  Thomaa  Sargeant^  and  othersi  in  the  "  Bay- 
lies Oemeteiy,"  in  Tknnton,  below  Weir  village. 

After  the  death  of  Thomaa  Bayliei»  Jr.,  above  men- 
tioned, hb  brother  Nicholaa  came  firom  Uxbridge  to 
administer  upon  the  estate  of  Thomas,  who  was 


S  Thif  wtra  Qfmkm*,  ud  oa  Om  div  of  SMr  ■■■ttes'*  !■  WiMirlek- 
■blrt,  Aif Uwd,  6Ch  mmUi  6lh,  tTO0,  vklek  vM  ft  rfltBt  mnmonj,  * 
loek  oClMar VM  ollppwl  horn  tli«  hmd of  Mm bridt, IrtlMr SwgMnt, 
vhleh  hM  dMOtndwl  throBgh  HumI  gtiMimtloM  om  Innidrad  and  mt- 
•nty-dx  T^ttn,  to  *  nuneiAk*,  danghtor  of  the  telo  Dr.  AlfVvd  BbjIIm, 
of  thiB  eltjr.  It  WM  In  th«  powiwlan  of  tbt  lato  WiUiMn  BujrllM  tome 
twontj  jmn  tfo,  and  loft  bj  him  with  hli  Ibraor  itDdoat,  BUa  Amot, 
to  bo  flTOD  M  an  holrlooin  to  tbo  nanuMko  of  Irtbor  Saifoant,  tho 
maiden  narno  of  thoir  ancwtrow. 

■  Wo  haTo  tho  flMta  tAm  a  doMoadaat,  Mn.  Bin  B.  Whtaton . 
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■Ingle.  Be  relinquiiihed  his  buaineaa  nt  Uxbridge, 
after  resitlitig  tlieie  some  twenty  yenre,  and  removed 
here.  He  resided  in  T&untoii  Doar  DightoD  line, 
Bad  conducted  the  forgo  and  anchor  businas*  exlen- 
aively,  making  anchors  and  other  heavy  implementa 
for  vessels  and  farmers'  use.  He  piirchnsed  Iho 
grist-mill  of  Cajil.  Joseph  Andrews  and  tlie  Lincohi 
eaw-mill,  and  was  for  a  while  associated  with  Cii|it. 
Bylvester  Uichmond,  of  Uigbtoii,  for  Bcvoriil  years 
liigh  Blieriff.  Nicholas  Baylies  waa  a  prominent  mun. 
At  the  close  of  the  last  century  he  represented  the 
town  in  the  Legislature  fonr  years  (1781-82, 1786-S7), 
and,  though  by  birth  an  Englishman,  he  was  an  able 
supporter  of  tlie  American  cause  in  the  Revolution. 
He  was  the  father  of  Dr.  William,  Thomas  Sargeant, 
Maj.  Hodijah  Baylies,  snd  other  children,  eight  in 
&11.    He  died  July  6,  1S07,  in  hia  eighty-nintli  year. 

His  youngest  son,  Hodij ah,  succeeded  him  in  the 
iron-worEs,  after  closing  an  honorable  career  in  tlie 
iRevolution,  having  served  aa  aid  to  Qen.  Benjamin 
Lincoln  (whose  daughter  he  married),  and  for  some 
time  upon  the  staff  of  Washington.  He  enlarged  the 
iron-worlcs,  and  conducted  a  large  business  many 
years.  During  this  time,  among  other  large  con- 
tracts, he  made  the  anchor  for  the  frigate  "Constitu- 
tion,"  which  was  considered  a  great  event  in  manu- 
'facturing  iron  at  the  time.  It  required  (aa  stated 
by  his  son,  late  Edmund  Baylies}  ten  yoke  of  oxen 
to  transport  the  anchor  to  tide-water,  Digbton,  thence 
to  be  taken  on  board  "Old  Ironsides,"  which  became 
a  terror  to  the  English  navy.  During  his  connection 
with  the  iron-works  he  was  appointed  collector  of  the 
port  of  Dighton,  the  Ant  under  the  Constitution.  He 
continued  in  the  iron  business  until  ISIO,  when  he 
received  the  appointment  of  judge  of  probate,  which 
office  he  held  twenty-four  years.  He  disposed  of  the 
privilege  and  old  mills  to  John  West  in  ISOQ,  who 
built  the  paper-mill  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
river.  Mr.  West,  who  hod  been  a  merchant  in  Tloston, 
was  the  first  paper  manufacturer  in  the  Old  Colony. 

In  1823-24,  Mr.  West,  associated  with  Crocker  & 
Richmond,  built  a  cotton-mill  on  the  site  of  the  old 
iron -works,  and  the  business  was  continued  by  Mr. 
West  as  agent  of  the  cotton-  and  paper-mill  until  the 
time  of  his  death,  in  December,  1827. 

The  cotton-mill  was  tlien  managed  by  Crocker  & 
Btchmood  until  the  time  of  their  suspension  in  1837. 
The  paper-mill  was  conducted  by  Richard  Park,  by 
Park,  Lincoln  &  Park  (Caleb  H.  Lincoln  and  Edwin 
Park,  associates],  until  the  death  of  Richard  Park, 
senior  member,  in  1833.  Etheridgo  Clarke  had  an 
interest  in  the  property  for  several  years  then  called 
the  Westville  Manufacturing  Company.  George  and 
Jonathan  Bliss  purchased  the  property  soon  after  the 
failure  of  Crocker  i&  Richmond,  continuing  the  manu- 
facture of  cotton  cloth  for  several  years,  and  the 
paper-mill  was  conducted  by  Jonathan  Bliss,  ,Ir.,  & 
Oo.  They  were  succeeded  by  Alexander  Hodges, 
who  purchased  tiie  cotton-  and  pap^r-mill,  when  the 


latter  was  discontinued  for  lack  ol 
power.      The  machinery  was   sold 


.ffioient  water- 
C.  M.  and  L 
Lincoln  for  their  paper-mill  at  North  Dighton.  The 
whole  property  passed  inl^i  the  posaessioii  of  lA>vonng 
Brothers,  wlio  converted  the  mill  intu  n  spinainK- 
iiiill  to   supply  the   yarn    for    consum)>liu()  at  tbclr 


Whin 


lulls. 


The  HoBt  Ancient  Mills  in  Taunton  w 
Ilobert  Crossmnn's  grist-mill,  below  the 
Cohannet  Struct  crossing,  and  stood  in 


e  Deacon 
in  at  tlie 
!  bend  of 


I  built 


II  16o<t, 


the  street  for  u  century,  o 
after  the  settlement  of  Taunton  ii 
"Henry  Andrews  and  John  Macomber  were  |ier- 
milled  to  erect  a  sawmill."  just  above,  on  the  oppo- 
site side  of  the  street,  "if  it  was  not  hurtful  to  ihe 
griBt-mill."  These  humble  mills  have  gone  into  his- 
tory by  Mr.  Bayliee'  researches.  A  hundred  years 
later,  or  more,  a  fulling-mill  stood  near  the  site  of  the 
saw-mill,  wliich  John  Bturt«vant  occupied  in  1»1S, 
and  in  which  Deacon  Roswell  Ballard  commenced 
the  business  before  he  converted  Sproat'a  suufl'-iailt 
into  a  fulling-mill,  near  Street's  bridKe. 

Elizabeth  Pool  Hills,  situate  on  the  bank  of  Mill 
River,  below  Ho[iewell  Mills,  orgitnixed  in  June, 
1877,  capital  $75,000.  The  main  mill  is  two  hundr«d 
and  eighteen  hy  seventy  feet,  another  o»«  buiidrod 
by  forty,  each  two  stories.  Two  additional  since  built, 
one,  one  hundred  and  nineteen  by  seventy,  another 
one  hundred  and  iiity-five  by  forty-eight,  otic  story 
each  ;  manufacture  cotton  flannels  of  fine  qunlity  ss 
a  specialty.  The  oHicers  ore  Ira  F.  Lawry,  |iresldeiit: 
Albert  E.  Swaaey,  treasurer ;  Charles  A,  Lawry,  clerkj 
DirecUirs,  William  C,  I.^verlng,  L  V.  Lawry,  A.  H 
Swflaey,  II,  M.  Ixivefing,  0.  A.  Lawry. 

AnoUier  Ancient  Iron-Works  stood  nearly  two 
hundred  years  ago  near  the  site  of  the  Dighton  Fur- 
nace Company  upon  Thrce-MiJe  River,  which  divided 
the  towns  of  Dighton  and  Tauntou,  two  miles  below 
Westville.  Richard  Stephens,  one  of  the  eurly  set- 
tlers of  Taunton,  with  his  son  and  others,  in  1703, 
liad  a  forge  for  making  iron  and  a  grist-mjil  llicre. 
His  sons,  Nicholas  and  Josiah  Stephens,  and  Nicliulas, 
Jr,,  afterwards  owned  the  forge  and  iron-works.  In 
1739,  Itollan  and  Laughlun,  Boston  mcrcliiints,  having 
liurchased  a  iK>rlion  of  the  privilege,  they  "  leiised  the 
falls,  dam,  land,"  etc.,  of  said  Stephens  in  1740  to 
erect  an  iron-works  and  reflnery  thereon,  Stephens 
reserving  the  right  to  run  the  grist-mill.  lu  17-18, 
Uullanand  Laughton  conveyed  the  privilege  nnd  iron- 
works to  Henry  Laughton,  Jr.,  nephew  of  the  former, 
nnd  the  business  was  continued  many  years.  Bollan 
ami  Laughton  were  wealthy  merchants  (Eiiglisbmen), 
and  had  purchased  large  tracts  of  land  and  farms 
in  this  vicinity.  In  1776  they  proved  to  be  "  loyal- 
ists," or  Tories.  The  property  they  had  not  conveyed 
away  was  confiscated  and  sold  by  the  Stal«  commis- 
sioners, Capt.  Israel  Wushburn,  of  Rayiiliiini,  Judge 
Toboy,  of  Berkley,  and  Capt.  Henry  Hodges,  of 
Taunton,  including  several  farms  and  the  large  tracts 
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of  land,  according  to  the  records,  in  the  adjoining 
towns  they  had  purchased. 

This  location,  the  last  employed  for  manufacturing 
purposes  on  Three-Mile  River,  was  owned  by  the  sons 
and  descendants  of  Richard  Stephens, — the  last  one, 
Elijah  H.  Stephens  (great-grandson  of  Richard),  who 
formerly  owned  a  portion  of  the  forge,  mills,  and  other 
adjacent  property,  but,  as  tradition  says,  was  defrauded 
out  of  a  large  portion  of  it  by  Boston  parties. 

The  Dighton  Cotton  Manufacturing  Company 
was  incorporated  in  1806,  and  built  a  cotton-mill,  and 
aflerwards  went  into  the  foundry  and  cotton-machine 
business.  The  machine-shop  was  afterwards  leased 
to  T.  S.  Dun  lap  in  1^48,  who  converted  it  into  a 
woolen-mill,  occupying  it  a  few  years.  He  then  re- 
moved t^  a  new  mill,  a  short  distance  below,  built  by 
the  Dighton  Manufacturing  Company  for  them  as  a 
woolen-mill,  which  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  1848. 
After  Mr.  Dunlap's  removal  from  the  old  machine- 
shop  C.  M.  and  L.  Lincoln  leased  it  for  a  paper-mill, 
which  they  fitted  for  the  purpose.  After  the  death 
of  the  senior  partner,  Caleb  M.  Lincoln,  in  1836,  the 
firm  was  changed  to  L.  Lincoln  &  Co.,  and  has  re- 
mained so  for  twenty-seven  years.  Their  mills  were 
destroyed  by  fire  in  1881.  They  soon  rebuilt  a  fine 
brick  establishment,  much  enlarged,  and  with  im- 
proved machinery,  for  the  manufacture  of  various 
kinds  of  paper,  and  are  doing  a  prosperous  busi- 
ness. 

William  L.  Hathaway,  and  others  of  the  Dighton 
Furnace  Company,  who  occupied  the  old  furnace 
buildings  in  1858,  removed  to  the  Taunton  side  of 
the  river,  built  a  large  foundry  and  shop  for  the 
manufacture  of  iron  tubing,  called  the  Dighton 
Tube- Works,  which  were  discontinued  several  years 
since.  After  the  death  of  Mr.  Hathaway,  June  15, 
1870,  he  was  succeeded  by  George  F.  Gavitt  as  man- 
ager and  treasurer  many  years.  For  the  last  twelve 
years  James  H.  Codding,  who  succeeded  Mr.  Gavitt 
in  the  Dighton  Furnace  Company,  has  done  a  large 
business  in  the  range  and  stove  line  of  manufacture, 
the  largest  in  the  city,  has  extended  the  works,  cov- 
ering an  area  of  about  three  acres,  has  a  capital  of 
$75,000,  and  employs  over  a  hundred  hands. 

The  Industries  of  Taunton,  Products,  etc.— In 
Taunton  there  are  152  manufacturing  establishments 
of  all  kinds,  employing  6160  persons.  Capital  in- 
vested, $4,324,134;  stock  used,  $4,292,917;  value  of 
products,  $7,663,656 ;  annual  wages  paid,  $2,090,690. 
We  quote  from  last  census  report:  The  above  includes 
one  for  making  agricultural  implements,  capital, 
$1000;  product,  $1350.  Of  artisans'  tools,  2;  capital, 
$4000 ;  product,  $8000.  Of  boots  and  shoes,  7 ;  cap- 
ital, $2350;  wages  paid,  $4200;  stock,  $4325;  product, 
$12,350.  Of  brick-makers,  6  establishments;  capital, 
$98,000;  stock,  $11,500;  wages  paid  per  year,  $21,800; 
product,  $45,000.  In  building,  18;  capital,  $18,900; 
stock,  $29,300 ;  wages  paid,  $24,360;  product,  $70,950. 
Of  burial -caskets,  etc.,  2;  capital,  $19,000;  product. 


$17,000.  Of  buttons,  2  establishments ;  capital,  $40,- 
000;  product,  $75,000.  In  carpetings,  1;  capital, 
$70,000 ;  product,  $166,800.  Of  carriages  and  wagons, 
11;  capital,  $42,800;  stock,  $20,000;  wages  paid, 
$22,100;  product,  $61,250.  Of  clothing,  4;  capital, 
$22,500;  stock,  $27,200;  wages  paid,  $10,750;  product, 
$44,600.  Of  cooking,  lighting,  and  heating  apparatus 
(stoves,  etc.),  12;  capital  invested,  $865,500;  wages, 
$204,906;  stock,  $188,187;  product,  $517,500.  lu 
cotton  goods,  eight  establishments ;  capital  invested, 
$1,000,000;  stock  used,  $995,200;  wages,  $391,195; 
product,  $1,856,884.  Crucibles,  2;  capital,  $60,000; 
product,  $68,450.  Of  earthen  and  stoneware,  1 ;  cap- 
ital, $10,000 ;  product,  $6500.  Of  food  preparations, 
butchers,  etc.,  11;  capital,  $62,500;  wages  paid, 
$20,198 ;  stock  used,  $296,900 ;  product,  $368,000.  Of 
furniture,  2;  capital,  $900;  product,  $7200.  Of  leather, 
5;  capital,  $5600 ;  wages,  $6250;  stock,  ^4950;  prod- 
uct, $11,800.  Of  lumber,  4;  capital,  134,000;  stock, 
$22,100;  wages,  $16,900;  product,  $50,500.  Of  ma- 
chines and  machinery,  8;  capital,  $848,800;  stock, 
$698,950 ;  wages,  $522,276 ;  product,  $1,809,700.  In 
metals  and  metallic  goods,  33;  capital,  $1,722,650; 
stock,  $1,750,800;  wages  paid  yearly,  $755,493;  prod- 
uct, $2,864,313.  In  models  and  patterns,  2 ;  capital, 
$4500 ;  product,  $2900.  Of  stone,  8 ;  capital,  $5880 ; 
wages,  $5942;  stock,  $8900;  product,  $14,598.  Of 
wooden  goods,  3;  capital,  $27,700;  stock,  $11,075; 
product,  $23,900.  Of  liquora  and  beverages,  1 ;  capital, 
$6000;  product,  $20,000.  Blacksmiths,  capital  em- 
ployed, $13,000;  annual  product,  $30,000. 

Commerce  of  Tannton. — ^The  commercial  interests 
of  Taunton  were  comparatively  small  two  hundred 
years  ago,  yet  the  coasting  trade  was  inaugurated  soon 
after  the  settlement  of  the  enterprising  pioneers,  and 
their  small  shallops  and  sloops  of  ten  to  twenty  tons 
were  plying  with  cargoes  of  iron,  brick,  and  other  arti- 
cles to  and  from  Providence,  New  York,  and  Newport, 
where  a  large  trade  was  established.  Sloops  were 
built  on  the  banks  of  Taunton  River  as  far  up  as  Tit- 
ticut  by  the  Pratts  and  Holmeses,  and  at  Richard  Wil- 
liams' landing  by  Capt.  Joseph  Hall  and  others.  At 
the  commencement  of  the  present  century  there  was 
a  small  fleet  engaged  in  the  articles  of  commerce  of 
Taunton.  Iron,  hollow-ware,  and  brick  were  then  the 
chief  articles  of  export.  Capt.  Job  Smith,  a  large 
dealer  in  West  India  and  dry  goods,  had  a  large  store 
at  Neck  of  Land,  where  Capt.  Job  Godfrey  and  others 
landed  their  cargoes;  the  wharf  may  now  be  seen. 
Schooner  **  Raynham,"  built  at  the  Dean  Street  land- 
ing, by  Capt.  Joseph  Hall,  for  Hon.  Josiah  Dean, 
who  then  conducted  the  iron-works ;  the  sloop  **  In- 
dustry," owned  by  Capt.  Perez  Hall  and  his  father; 
sloop  "  Sally,"  Capt.  Benjamin  Cooper,  Josiah  Dean, 
and  Col.  George  Williams  owners ;  sloop  "  Ranger," 
Capt  William  Presbrey,  owned  by  CaptSeth  Presbrey, 
Samuel  Leonard,  and  John  Presbrey ;  sloop  "  Peace 
and  Plenty,"  Capt.  Seth  Presbrey  ;  sloop  "  Union," 
Capt.  Sylvester  Jones;  sloop  "Sally,"  Capt.  Jacob 


Phillips;  sloop  "Hnnnsh,"  Ciipt.  David  Vickery; 
the  owners  of  thesu  were  Samuel  LeoiiHrd,  Jonntliftn 
iDgell,  Jamea  Hart,  CapC.  David  Pailelfonl,  Col.  Noah 
'Hall,  Capt.  Abiathnr  WilliaiDB,  Cupt.  Junathftn  Ingoll, 
and  others,  were  employed  in  thecoanliiig  truile  nearly 
a  century  ago.  Sloop  "Dove,"  owoed  by  Eiiphalet 
Williams,  John  West  and  others,  for  freighting  grain 
ttom  New  York  for  their  distillery  at  Weir  village,  was 
captured  during  tjiu  embargo  of  the  wnr  of  1S12-14. 
A  Jlritish  seventy-four  wna  lying  olf  Lbo  Sound,  under 
Commodore  Harvey,  to  seize  the  Taunton  HJoopa  as 
they  plied  their  trade,  and  Ihe  "  Dove"  with  six  or  eight 
hundred  busheU  of  corn  attempted  to  run  the  gaunt- 
let up  the  Sound,  but  was  seized  about  off  New  lou- 
den, and  the  owners  were  required  to  pay  a  heavy 
ransom  in  specie  to  recover  her.  Many  of  the  shal- 
lops were  so  small  that  they  could  slip  into  the  iulets 
with  twenty  tons,  and  make  Uieir  way  by  night  unmo- 

At  the  period  we  mention  the  aggregate  tonnage  of 
the  Tauntou  fleet  would  not  exceed  four  bundreil 

We  now  append  the  following  list  of  vessels  of  the 
Taunton  fleet  of  1688,  to  show  Uie  increase  of  our 
ft  hundred  years : 
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New  schooners  are  being  built  for  Capt.  H.  0.  Ben- 
ton, and  for  Capt.  Jonathan  Thrasher,  of  nine  hun- 
dred tons  each. 

The  above-Darned  large  class  vc^els  are  owned 


chieHy  by  Taunton  parties  in  seveml  joint  companiMh  i 
of  which  Capt.  Jacob  B.  Phillips  represent*  od«, 
Capt  Samuel  Walker  another,  WillUin  B.  Church 
•uother.  The  barges  and  sl^Hmeni  are  iiiOBtly  owned 
liy  StJiplee  and  Phillips,  who  aUa  owu  Inrsely  in 
aehooners.  The  investment  in  the  above  fled  is  shout 
one  million  dollars;  the  aggregate  lonnngi:,  thirty- 
fis'e  thousand  tons,  showing  n  great  conlroat  with  liie 
tonnage  and  investment  of  a  century  uga.  Wilhiu 
ten  years  there  hiivo  been  added  In  the  Tuiinliiii  llei:t 
over  twenty  vexaeU  averaging  one  thouauiid  tniu 
capacity,  Of  these,  three  schoonere,  "  Haltie  S.  Wil- 
liams," "  Eliot  B.  Church,"  and  "  William  S.  White," 
are  four-masters ;  the  latter,  a  splendid  crafi,  was  run 
down  and  sunk  some  months  ago,  and  tlie  matter  b 
in  litigation.  lu  addition,  two  more  itcliooners  of 
one  thousand  tons  are  now  on  the  stocks.  ITIie  larger 
schooners  cannot  be  navigated  up  TauiiCou  Kiver, 
owing  to  the  rocks  and  bars,  and  on  th«ir  iirrtval  at 
Somerset  or  Dighton  their  cargoes  aro  relieved  by 
cars  or  lighters.  The  owners  are  anticipating  furllier 
appropriations  from  Congress  for  improving  the 
channel  to  admit  of  a  portion  of  the  Taunton  fleet. 

The  large  freighting  buaineos  carried  on  by  the 
above  Taunton  fleet,  besides  cargoes  to  and  from  all 
the  lai^e  cities  in  New  England  and  New  York, 
Philadelphia  aud  Baltimore,  may  be  stated  by  hua- 
dreds  of  thousands  of  tons.  Some  600,000  buslielt 
of  grain,  40,000  barrels  of  Hour.  200,000  U)na  of  coal, 
100,000  tons  of  iron  and  other  meUls,  20,000  tons  of 
Blind,  10,000  tons  of  other  merchandise,  tliouxnnds  of 
baltM  of  cotton  and  foot  of  lumber  besides  nro  froigliled 
here,  while  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollnnt'  worth 
of  manuhtcturcd  copper,  iron,  ranges,  stoves,  and 
linings,  nails,  tacks,  cotton  fabrics,  brick,  loco  in  olives, 
machinery,  and  other  articles  produced  by  Taunton 
industrial  enterprises  are  conveyed  away  annuully  to 
the  large  markets. 


CHAPTKU    LXViri. 

TA  UNTON.-(  0,u(.»»eJ.) 
COliroltATIUNS,  DANUS,  60CIKTIEH,  ETC. 

Tauntoa  Street  Sailway  Company  was  organ- 
ized in  1S71 :  capital,  $40,000.  The  company  has 
over  four  miles  of  track;  points  of  travel,  Whitten- 
ton  to  Weir  village;  employs  15  men;  has  13  cars 
and  45  horses ;  runs,  averaging  85,500  miles,  and  cai^ 
ries  461,000  passengers  a  year;  now  pays  a  dividend 
of  six  per  cent.  Il  has  proved  a  great  accommoda- 
tion for  business  men,  for  women,  and  for  hundreds 
of  persons  employed  in  industrial  pursuits.  The 
officers  are  William  C.  Lovering,  president;  H.  M. 
Levering,  treasurer;  Orville  A.  Barker,  clerk;  and 
tieorgc  C.  Morse,  superintendent.  Board  of  Directors, 
1883  ;  Henry  G.  Reed,  A.  J.  Barker,  William  C.  Lev- 
ering, William  H.  Phillips,  Henry  BI.  Lovering,  P.  I, 
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Perrin,  H.  W.  Church,  Charles  Fosler,  N.  H.  Skin- 
ner, S.  N.  Staplen. 

Taunton  Oas-Light  Company.— Organized  March 
1,  18f)3.  Capital,  $45,000.  Directors,  Gardner  War- 
ren,  Samuel  L.  Crocker,  W.  W.  Fairbanks,  Albert 
Field,  H.  B.  Witherell,  William  Mason,  Lovett 
Morse;  Philip  E.  Hill,  clerk.  Dec.  1,  1853,  capital 
increased  to  $60,000,  and  in  1872  to  $80,000.  Direc- 
tors, 1856,  Willard  Lowering,  Lovett  Morse,  William 
Mason,  H.  B.  Witherell,  W.  W.  Fairbanks,  William 
Meade,  Jr.,  Albert  Field ;  Edwin  Keith,  clerk  and 
treasurer.  1856,  James  H.  Anthony,  elected  in  place 
of  Ix)vett  Morse ;  1857,  F.  S.  Monroe,  in  place  of 
H.  B.  Witherell ;  1858,  W.  B.  Crandell,  in  place  of 
Willnrd  Lovering;  1860,  John  E.  San  ford,  in  place 
of  William  B.  Crandell ;  1862,  Salmon  Washburn,  in 
place  of  W.  W.  Fairbanks ;  1869,  George  A.  Field, 
in  place  of  Albert  Field ;  *  1879,  William  E.  Fuller, 
in  place  of  F.  S.  Monroe ;  1882,  Z.  Sherman  and  Ekl- 
ward  Mott,  in  place  of  William  E.  Fuller  and  GeoYge 
A.  Field. 

W.  W.  Fairbanks,  president  from  1853  to  1855; 
Albert  Field,  from  1855  to  1869;  John  E.  Sanford, 
from  1869  to  the  present  time.  William  Meade, 
clerk  from  1856  to  1869 ;  Edwin  Keith,  from  1869  till 
death,  1882.  Edwin  Keith,  agent  and  treasurer  from 
1855  till  death,  1882 ;  Henry  B.  Leach,  agent,  treas- 
urer, and  clerk,  1882,  at  present  time. 

The  Taunton  National  Bank.— The  Taunton 
Bank  was  incor|>orated  June  28, 1812,  with  a  capital 
of  $100,000.  There  was  a  provision  in  the  charter 
that  "one-tenth  part  of  the  whole  funds  of  said  bank 
shall  always  be  appropriated  to  loans  to  be  made  to 
citizens  of  this  commonwealth,  and  wherein  the  di- 
rectors shall  wholly  or  exclusively  regard  the  agricul- 
tural and  manufacturing  interest;  which  loans  shall 
be  made  in  sums  not  less  than  one  hundred  dollars, 
nor  more  than  five  hundred  dollars,  and  upon  the 
personal  bond  of  the  borrower  with  collateral  security 
by  mortgage  of  real  estate  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
directors,  for  a  term  not  less  than  one  year,  and  on 
condition  of  paying  the  interest  annually  on  such 
loan,  subject  to  such  forfeitures  and  rights  of  redemp- 
tion as  by  law  provided  in  other  cases." 

The  first  board  of  directors  and  corporators  were 
as  follows :  Simeon  Tisdale,  Samuel  Fales,  Joseph 
Tisdale,  Samuel  Crocker,  Eliphalet  Williams,  Job 
Godfrey,  Jr.,  Marcus  Morton,  John  West,  James  L. 
Hodges,  Nicholas  Tillinghast,  John  Presbrey,  Jona- 
than Ingell.  Samuel  Fales  was  elected  president, 
James  L.  Hodges,  cashier. 

The  next  board  of  directors  we  can  trace  was  elected 
in  October,  1820,  viz.,  Jonathan  Ingell,  Thomas  Sar- 
geant  Baylies,  Samuel  Crocker,  John  West,  Job  God- 
frey, Marcus  Morton,  Francis  Baylies,  Robert  Dean, 
Sila-s  Shcpard,  Gnlcn  HickR.  Jonathan  Ingell,  presi- 
dent, and  Jamefl  L.  Ho<lges,  cashier. 

The  same  board  of  directors  were  elected  in  1821. 
Silas  Sliepard  declined.    In  1822  the  board  was  re- 


elected except  Robert  Dean,  who  died  May  previous, 
and  Laban  Wheaton,  of  Norton,  was  elected  to  the 
vacancy.  The  records  from  1822  to  1827  are  missing. 
The  banking  capital  has  been  increased  several  times 
from  $100,000  to  its  present  capital,  $600,000.  In 
1865  the  bank  was  reorganized  as  the  Taunton  Na- 
tional bank. 

Dlrecfjors, — Di  rectors  el ected  i  n  October,  1 827.  How 
long  they  had  served  prior  to  this  election  cannot  be 
easily  determined.  John  West,  died  in  December, 
1827;  Job  Godfrey,  served  until  1881 ;  Marcus  Mor- 
ton, served  until  1835;  Francis  Baylies,  served  until 
1830;  William  Reed,  served  until  1831;  Daniel 
Brewer,  served  until  1837;  Nathaniel  Wheeler, 
served  until  1830;  Benjamin  Ingell,  served  until 
1833;  Samuel  Crocker,  served  until  1837;  Abiathar 
Williams,  December,  1827,  until  1838 ;  William  Bay- 
lies (of  Bridgewater),  October,  1830,  until  1831 ;  D. 
G.  W.  Cobb,  October,  1830,  until  1832;  John  M. 
Williams,  1828  until  1830;  Nathaniel  Crandell,  Oc- 
tober, 1830,  until  1838;  George  A.  Crocker,  October, 
1831,  until  1838;  Abizer  Dean,  October,  1831,  died 
1835;  Anselm  Bassett,  October,  1832,  until  1840; 
Thomas  J.  Coggeshall,'  October,  1883,  until  1838; 
James  M.  Williams,  October,  1835,  until  1838; 
Charles  Babbitt,  October,  1837,  until  1838;  Ellis 
Hall  (of  Raynham),  October,  1837,  until  1866;  Enos 
W.  Dean,  October,  1837, until  1845;  Samuel  B.King, 
October,  1838,  until  1840;  Galen  Hicks,  October, 
1838,  until  1840;  Stephen  Rhodes,  Jr.,  October, 
1838,  until  1851 ;  Charles  Robinson  (of  Raynham), 
October,  1838,  until  1840;  John  Walker  (of  Digh- 
ton),  October,  1838,  until  1850;  Abraham  Gushee  (of 
Raynham),  October,  1840,  until  1848;  Edmund  Bay- 
lies, October,  1840,  until  1841;  Matthew  Briggs  (2d) 
(of  Dighton),  October,  1840,  until  1849;  Simeon  Wil- 
liams, October,  1840,  until  1846 ;  Lovett  Morse,  Octo- 
ber, 1841,  until  1845,  again  October,  1849,  to  1850,  again 
1851  to  1869 ;  Elkanah  Andrews,  October,  1841,  until 
1845 ;  Andrew  H.  Hall,  October,  1843,  until  1851 ; 
Charles  R.  Vickery,  October,  1845,  until  May,  1849 ; 
Charles  F.  Davenport,  October,  1845,  died  1847; 
Allen  Presbrey,  October,  1846,  died  1879 ;  Thompson 
Newbury,  October,  1847,  until  February,  1849;  Na- 
thaniel Newcomb  (of  Norton),  October,  1848,  until 
1850,  again  in  1851  to  1861 ;  George  M.  Woodward,* 
February,  1849,  until  present  time  (senior  director  in 
office) ;  Charles  L.  Babbitt,  June,  1849,  uiitil  1861 ; 
James  M.  WilliamsTbctober,  1850,  until  1851 ;  Philip 
E.  Hill  (of  Bridgewater),  October,  1850,  until  1877 ; 
William  R.  Davenport,  October,  1850,  died  1874; 
Thompson  Newbrey,  October,  1851,  until  1861 ;  Hepry 
G.  Reed,'  October,  1851,  until  present  time ;  Samuel  C. 
West,  October,  1861,  until  1863;  John  S.  Brayton*  (of 
Fall  River),  October,  1861,  until  1863;  Chester  I.  Reed, 
October,  1863,  until  1865 ;  Henry  W.  Morse,'  Octo- 
ber, 1863,  until  1869;  William  Mason,'  May,  1865, 


*  SonrlTlng  memberi  of  the  board  of  dircctora. 


UQtil  preMDt  time;  Harrison  Tweet),'  Jknuiu-y, 

itil  present  time;  Calvin  Kingman,'  JmiuHry,  1866, 
died  1867;  Jolin  E.  Sanrord,'  J&nuarf,  IBCG,  until 
present  time;  Thompson  Newbury,' JmiUBry,  I86(j, 
until  present  time;  George  A.  Field,'  January,  IfiSS, 
Until  1879;  C.  J.  H.  Basselt,'  January,  1861),  until 
l»esont  time;  Charlea  F.Johnson,'  February,  18G9, 
until  present  time;  Frederic  L.  Aoioa'  (of  North 
£u«ton),  January,  1875,  until  present  time;  Nathan 
H.  6kinncr,'  January,  1882,  until  present  time;  Mar- 
cus M.  Uhodcs,'  January,  1882,  until  present  time. 
All  of  Taunton  except  towns  indicated. 

Prctident4,  from  IS12  to  1883.— Samuel  Kales,  1812 
-18 ;  Jonathan  Ingell,  1818-28 ;  Samuel  Crocker,  1828 
-87  i  James  M,  Williama,  August,  1837,  to  October, 
,  1838;  Samuel  R.  King,  October,  18S8,  to  March,  18-10; 
Ellis  Hall  (of  Uayobum),  March,  1840,  to  1846;  Ste- 
phen Rhodes,  Jr.,  October,  1846,  tu  ISfil  ;  Lovett 
Morse,  October,  1851,  to  1869;  C.  J.  11.  Bussett,  Jan- 
uary, 16G9,  to  present  time. 

CfiihUra,  from  1812  to  1883.— Jamea  L.  Hodges, 
from  1812  until  1827;  Samuel  B.  King,  1827  until 
October,  1838;  0.  J.  H.  Bosaett,  October,  1838,  until 
April,  1853;  Charlea  0.  Vickery,  April,  1853,  died 
same  year;  C.  J.  H.  Bassett,  OeWber,  1853,  mail 
January,  1869;  George  W.  Aodros,  February,  1859, 
to  the  present  time. 

Bristol  County  National  Bank.— The  Bristol 
County  Lank  was  incorporated  in  1832.  commenced 
business  in  January,  1833  ;  capiUl  of  1100,000 ;  cnpi- 
Ul  increased  in  1836  to  $200,000;  in  lS68,lo|250,000; 
in  1854,  to  »3S0,000i  and  in  1861  to  1600,000. 

Urganized  as  the  Bristol  County  Nalionnl  Bonk  in 
1865,  being  the  Rrat  ivith  a  national  charter  in  this 
city. 

The  fbllowing  is  the  list  of  directors,  presidents, 
and  cashiers  from  the  organization  of  the  bank  to  the 
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Charlea  Richmond,  April,  1832,  until  1837;  Na- 
than Lazell,  Jr.,  April,  1832,  until  1835;  William  A. 
Crocker,  April,  1832,  until  1852;  Peler  H.  l^icrce, 
April,  1332,  until  1836;  Samuel  L.  Crocker,  April, 
1832,  until  1846;  Artemos  Hale,  April,  1832,  until 
1847,  attain  from  1853  until  1863;  Charles  Babbitt, 
April,  1832,  until  1833;  Jesse  B.  Smitli,  April,  1832, 
until  1855;  Sylvanus  L.  Mitchell,  April,  1832,  until 
1836;  Philander  Washburn,  1833^7;  Barney  Doan, 
1833-3^;  Horatio  Pratt,  1833-40;  Jesse  Hartahorn, 
1833-43;  Nahum  Sletaon,  1835-38,  183i^53;  Benja- 
min B.  Howard,  1830-11, 1843-47;  Oakes  Ames,  1886 
-38;  Francis  Williama,  1837-38;  Willard  Lovering, 
1840-42;  Robert  S.  Dean,'  1841-43, 1849-51 ;  Charlea 
Porter,  1842-45 ;  Henry  Washbnrn,  1843-44;  Horatio 
li.  Danforth,  1844-48;  James  W.  Crossman,  I84o-50; 
Samuel  ,B.  King,  1846-48;  W.  W.  Fairbanks,  1847- 
66;  Lovett  Morse,  1848-49;  F.  S.  Monroe,  1848-65; 
James  M.  Williams,  1848-49;  H.  M.  Pool,  1848-51, 
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1852-62;  H.  W.  Church,' 1849-83;  ElisliaT.  Wil« 
1850-51;  Theodore  Dean,'  1851-83;  Edwin  Kailli 
185l'S2;  Cromwell  I,eunnrd.  1851-64 ;  Balinon  Woah- 
burn.*  1350-761  Charles  Fo8t«r,*  1856-66,  I87iMS: 
Oliver  Ame«,  Sr.,  18<i2-77;  Albert  Field,  1863-70; 
Laban  M.  Wheaton,  18S4;  James  H.  Antliouy,'  1863 
-83;  Sylvanus  N.  Staplea,'  1865-83;  WtUiaJfl  La- 
tham,* 1865-7U;  N.  Bradford  Dean,'  1870-79  ;  Josuli 
I..  Bassett,'  1876;  William  O.  Buow,' 1879-83;  Oliver 
Ames,'  1877-S3;  Joseph  E.  Wilbar,'  1882-83.    - 

J^'MiJniti.— William  A.  Crucker,  1832-52  ;  Nalium 
Stetson,'  1852-53 ;  Theodore  Deon,'  18&3-8S. 

(iM/tiVi.—Oolden  Dearlli,  1832-35;  WilliuinMueu- 
scher,  1835-67;  William  Brewster,'  1857-69;  A.  C. 
Place,'  1869-81 ;  S.  L.  Cusbman,'  1881-83. 

The  Kaohiniiti'  Bank  of  Tannton  wna  org«n- 
ized  in  1847  with  a  capital  of  one  hundred  tliouuoil 
dollars;  increased  in  1853  to  one  hundred  and  Mij 
thousand  dollars,  and  in  1854  to  two  liimdriMl  thou- 
sand  dollars,  On  the  4tL  of  March,  18G6,  It  was  ot- 
gani^ed  as  Tuii  Ma<'I|1ni»«T8'  National  Hans  or 
Taunton.    The  olHcers  have  been  as  follon-a  : 

Pre*i<UiiU.—Wi\\\hm  Mason,  June  2,  1847,  to  ( 
6,  1657 ;  Marcus  Morton,  Oct.  6,  1857,  to  his  de«ll| 
Feb.  6,  18ii4;  James  P.  Ellis,  Feb.  11,  1664,  to  ( 
4,   18(i4;  Charlea   It.    Vickery,  OcL   4,    1864,    I 
dcath,'jan.  12,  1883  ;  Edword  King,  Jun.  12,  1883.  at 
present. 

OuAiift.— Edward  R.  Anthony,  June  23,  1847,  lo 
April  23,  1840;  Charles  R.  Vickery,  April  23.-1&49, 
to  Oct.  4,  1864;  Benjamin  Church  Vickery,  Oct.  4, 
1864,  to  Ilia  death,  Feb.  5,  187G ;  Etlwnrd  King,  Feb. 
11,  1876,  to  Jan.  12,  1883;  William  C.  Duvvupoi^  j 
Jan.  12,  1883,  at  present.  ^ 

JHrecluri.—n.  W.  Church,  May,  1847,  lo  Oct.  J, 
1847;  Jesse  Hartshorn,  May.  1847,  to  Oct.  8,  1850;' 
Ge(.rge  B.  Hood,  May,  1847 ;  >  C.  T.  Jamea,  May, 
1847 ; '  Cyrus  Lothrop  (2d),  May,  1847.  to  Oct.  2. 1847 ; 
Willard  Lovering,  May,  1847,  to  Oct.  6,  1857  ;'  Na- 
thaniel Morton,  May,  1847,  to  Oct.7, 1856  ;*  William 
Slaaon,  May,  1847.  to  Oct.  6,  1857;  Siineon  Preabrcy, 
May,  1847,  toOct.  5, 1852;' Horatio  Pratt,  May,  1847, 
to  Oct.  5,  1858;'lBaac  Pierce,  May,  1847 ;»  Samuel  0. 
West,  May,  1847,  to  Oct.  2,  1847;*  Albert  Barrows, 
Oct.  2,  1847;  Arlcmas  Briggs,  Oct.  2.  1847,  to  his 
death.  May  23,  187G  ;  A.  J.  Barker,  Oct.  2,  1847,  to 
Jan.  13,  1880 ;  Edmund  H.  BenneU,  Oct.  5,  1858,  at 
present;'  Marcus  Morton,  Oct. 5,  1858.  to  bis  death, 
Feb.  6,  181H;'  Horace  Lewis,  Oct.  5,  1858,  lo  hia 
death,  May  4,  1876;  Nathan  Rand,  Oct.  6,  1858,  lo 
Oct.  4,  1864;'  Thomas  R.  Drake.  Oct.  5,  1858,  to  his 
death,  May  13,  1873;'  George  B.  Atwood,  t)ct,  4, 
1859,  to  his  death,  Aug.  4,  1874 ;  James  P.  Elli^  Oct. 
4,  1859,  lo  his  death,  Jan.  12, 1875 ;'  Charlea  R.  Vick- 
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ery,  Oct.  4,  1864,  to  his  death,  Jan.  12, 1883 ;  Charles 
L.  Levering,  Oct.  4,  1864,  to  Jan.  8,  1867 ;  Samuel 
Colby,  Jan.  8, 1867,  to  his  death,  Dec.  18,  1876 ;  B. 
Church  Vickery,  Jan.  13,  1874,  to  his  death,  Feb.  6, 
1876 ;  Samuel  L.  Crocker.  Jan.  9, 1877,  to  his  death, 
Feb.  10,  1883. 

Present  Direriors, — Edmund  H.  Bennett,  Oct.  6, 
1858;  Albert  Alden,  Jan.  9, 1877  ;  Nathan  Wilmarth, 
Jan.  9, 1877 ;  Lemuel  L.  White.  Jan.  9, 1877 ;  Zaccheus 
Sherman,  Jan.  18,  1880;  Edward  King,  Jan.  12, 
1883 ;  Wm.  H.  Ikjnt,  Feb.  26,  1883. 

The  Gohannet  Bank  was  incorporated  in  1829,  and 
went  into  operation  in  May,  1831,  with  the  following 
directors:  John  Mason  Williams,  Daniel  Wilmarth, 
Jr.,  William  Reed,  Henry  Washburn,  William  A.  F. 
Sproat,  William  Hodges,  James  W.  Crossman,  Benja- 
min Ingcll,  Frederick  Oralis.  John  M.  Williams  was 
president,  and  Hiram  M.  Barney  cashier.  The  bank 
continued  in  operation'until  after  the  failures  of  1837 
-42,  and  was  compelled  to  close  business.  James  W. 
Crossman  and  William  A.  F.  Sproat  were  afterwards 
presidents,  and  the  latter  was  cashier  aft«r  Mr.  Barney 
resigned. 

Bristol  County  Savings-Bank  was  organized  by 
an  act  of  incorporation  March  2,  1846.  Presidents, 
Silas  Shepard,  May  9, 1846,  to  January,  1865;  Joseph 
Wilbar,  Jan.  2,  18G5,  to  January,  1882;  Joseph  E. 
Wilbnr,  January,  1882,  to  present  time.  Vice-Presi- 
dents, Charles  U.  Vickery,  Jan.  1,  1877,  to  January, 
1883;  William  H.  Fox,  March  26,  1883,  to  present 
time.  Treasurers,  George  B.  Atwood,  May  16,  1846, 
to  January,  1872;  Charles  II.  Atwood,  Jan.  1,  1872, 
to  January,  1881 ;  Alfretl  C.  Place,  Jan.  24, 1881,  to 
present  time.  Trustees,  first  board  and  incorporators, 
Joseph  Wilbar,  Stephen  Rhodes,  Jr.,  Horatio  Gilbert, 
Hezckiah  W.  Church,'  Horatio  Pratt,  Lovett  Morse, 
Sydney  Williams,  Allen  Presbrey,  Charles  R.  Vickery, 
Charles  F.  Davenport,  Samuel  L.Crocker,  George  A. 
Crocker,  William  A.  Crocker,  Nathaniel  Morton. 
Present  board  (1883),  James  H.  Anthony,  Timothy 
Gordon,  Charles  Foster,  Anson  J.  Barker,  Joseph  E. 
Wilbar,  E.  Maltby  Reed,  R.  Henry  Hall,  Zaccheus 
Sherman,  Hezekiah  W.  Church,  William  H.  Fox, 
Philander  Williams,  Thomas  J.  Lothrop,  Silas  D. 
Presbrey,  Ezra  Da  vol. 

Taunton  SaYings-Bank  was  organized  in  1869, 
with  the  following  members:  Willard  Lovering, 
Lovett  Morse,  Henry  G.  Reed,  C.  J.  H.  Baasett,  A. 
K.  Williams,  Ezra  DaVol,  R.  S.  Dean,  F.  B.  Dean, 
H.  C.  Perry,  N.  S.  Hoard,  Edward  Mott,  Saul  W. 
I>ldy,  P.  I.  Perrin. 

Presidents,  Willard  I^overing,  from  1869  until  his 
death  (1875) ;  John  E.  Sanford,  his  successor  and 
still  president;  Vice-President,  Charles  L.  Lovering; 
Treasurer,  Henry  R.  Wood,  from  its  organization  to 
present  time;  Trustees  (1883),  Gec»rge  W.  Andros, 
William  H.  Bent,  L.  B.  Church,  William  E.  Fuller, 


1  All  deceased  bnt  on<*. 


N.  8.  Hoard,  E.  T.  Jackson,  Charles  L.  Lovering, 
William  F.  Macomber,  Edward  Mott,  P.  I.  Perrin,  0. 
S.  Paige,  Nomus  Paige,  E.  H.  Reed,  Henry  G.  Reed, 
John  E.  Sanford,  N.  H.  Skinner,  S*  N.  Staples,  D.  A. 
Trefethen,  George  A.  Washburn,  A.  K.  Williams, 
George  M.  Woodward. 

William  H.  Bartlett  Post  3, 0.  A.  £.— Post  3  was 
organized  Jan.  2,  1867,  with  the  following  charter 
members:  Robert  Crossman  (2d),  Orville  A.  Barker, 
B.  F.  Cunningham,  Lowell  Maxim,  L.  O.  Barnard,* 
Alfred  B.  Hodges,  Henry  D.  White,  Alfred  M.  Wil- 
liams, E.  W.  Grossman,'  Z.  Sherman. 

The  commanders  in  rotation  have  been  Robert 
Crossman'  (2d),  Mason  W.  Bart,  Edgar  R.  Sprague, 
Alfred  M.  Williams,  Harrie  A.  Cushman,  Abner 
Coleman,  George  K  Dean,  Charles  H.  Orchard, 
Henry  D.  White,  George  H.  Babbitt,  Jr.,'  William 
Watts,  David  H.  Gaboon,  Alfred  B.  Hodges,  Charles 
S.  Anthony,  T.  C.  Lucas,  J.  W,  Brewer,  the  present 
incumbent. 

The  object  of  the  organization  is  to  create  a  more 
fraternal  feeling  among  thoeewho  fought  side  by  side 
in  the  late  rebellion,  and  help  their  disabled  com- 
rades and  their  families  who  are  left  dependent  upon 
them  for  support 

The  amount  paid  out  for  relief  of  members  and 
their  families  since  the  Post  was  organized  aggregates 
eleven  thousand  five  handred  and  seventy -six  dol- 
lars. 

The  number  of  members  in  good  standing  at  the 
present  time  is  one  hundred  and  seventy. 

The  number  of  members  who  have  died  since  the 
Post  was  organized,  thirty. 

Masonio. — ^Taunton  Council  of  Select  and  Royal 
Masters. 

St.  Mark's  Royal  Arch  Chapter. 

King  David's  Lodge,  instituted  July,  1796. 

Alfred  Baylies  Lodge,  instituted  1866. 

Ionic  Lodge,  instituted  Dec.  18, 1867. 

Charles  H.  Titus  Lodge. 

Southern  Massachusetts  Masonic  Mutual  Relief 
Association.  President,  Edward  Mott;  Vice-Presi- 
dent, Z.  Sherman ;  Secretary,  George  F.  Pratt ;  Treas- 
urer, Alfred  C.  Place. 

Independent    Order    of   Odd-Fellows.  —  King 

Philip  Lodge,  No.  44,  instituted  July  29, 1844. 

Naomi  Encampment,  No.  14,  institated  March  30, 
1846.  ^ 

Good  Samaritan  Lodge,  No.  19,  reinstituted  Feb. 
22, 1877. 

Daughters  of  Rebecca. 

Knights  of  Pythias. — John  Hancock  Lodge,  No. 
40,  instituted  June  1,  1870. 

Eclecticism  and  Eclectics  in  Taunton.  — It 
may  seem  uncalled  for  to  define  the  principles  of 
eclecticism,  for  they  have  been  before  the  public  for 
three-fourths  of  a  century,  still  many  inquire  how  it 
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difTera  from  other  syateins  of  metlicliie  aud  wlint  woa 
the  uccosiun  of  ha  exiateiice.  These  iiuealioim  we 
will  briefly  answer. 

Early  In  the  preaent  century  ihere  was  a  wide- 
spread disaat  is  faction  with  the  prevalent  "heroic 
trentment"  of  diBcaso.  The  medical  practice  of  tiiat 
day  consisted  largely  in  the  frue  uue  of  mercurialij, 
draslic  purgHtiveH.  blialers,  nlmosl  indiBcriiniiinte 
veneaectioD,  and  other  ineoaurea  calculated  to  tiepresa 
theviul  forces.  In  182S,SaniuelThtjnipaonadvHuced 
the  theory  that  etiniuUnts  and  relnxunts  were  die 
true  agents  for  the  expulHion  of  diiieaie.  Five  yean 
later,  Dr.  Wooster  Bench  published  an  elaborate  work 
called  the  "  American  Syetem  of  Medicine,"  sharply 
criticising  the  system  of  depletion  and  introducing 
many  new  remedies,  mostly  American  plants.  Copies 
of  hia  work  were  presented  to  several  sovereigns  of 
Europe.  He  received  in  return  medals  struck  in 
honor  of  Dr.  Beach,  and  testimonials  eulogistic  of  the 
reformed  practice. 

In  1836,  B.  college  of  reformed  medicine  was  in- 
augurated in  Ohio,  and  in  184S  a.  similar  institution 
was  chartered  and  built  in  Worcester,  Mass.  At  a 
meeting  of  the  trustees  of  this  institution  the  name 
"eclectic"  was  chosen  as  appropriate  t«  the  now 
Echool  of  medicine.  Dr.  J.  S.  Andrews,  now  of 
Taunton,  was  then  a  member  of  this  board. 

There  are  now  in  the*  United  States  six  eclectic 
medical  schoola,  twice  as  many  Stale  societies,  a  score 
of  medical  journals,  and  a  literature  embracing  works 
on  all  the  branches  of  medicine.  In  therapeutics 
eapecislly  eclecticism  has  added  larKely  to  the  medi- 
cal knowledge  of  the  world. 

One  of  the  earliest  standard-bearera  of  eclecticism 
in  Taunton  was  Dr,  8.  P.  Hubbard,  who  has  a  Urge 
and  well-eatnhlished  practice.  'About  I860  Dr,  Ptiul 
W.  Allen  entered  upon  an  extensive  and  lucrative 
practice  in  this  city.  He  gave  it  up  to  accept  a  pro- 
fessorship in  New  York  College,  and  was  succeeded 
by  Dr.  J.  6.  Andrews.  Dr.  Andrews  was  at  one  time 
president  of  the  Ma^achusetts  Eclectic  Medicul  So- 
ciety, an  association  o'f  phyaicians  if  leas  in  numbers 
yet  equal  in  intellectual  acquirements  and  profcs- 
sionnl  standing  to  any  in  the  country. 


CHAPTER    LXIX. 

TAUNTON.— (f'o«(.'i,Mi(.) 


Taantoii  in  the  War  of  the  Revelation.— It  has 

always  been  known  that  one  of  the  "signers  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence"  was  a  Taunton  man, 
Hobert  Trent  Paine ;  but  long  before  that  "  Declara- 
tion" Taunton  had  a  record  which  is  highly  credit- 
able to  her  patriotism  and  valor,  and  more  than  one 
man  was  ready  to  sign  that  "  Declaration"  and  stand 


to  it.  rortiinatcly,  "the  attic  of  Samuel  Oralfrey," 
grandson  of  Brig.-Geii.  George  Godfrey,  was  n  safe 
repository  of  valuiihle  papers,  which  came  into  put- 
■easion  of  Ur.  Edgar  H.  Reod,  from  which  we  are 
permitted  to  draw  informalinn  conceralug  n  por- 
tion of  Taunlou'asharein  the  work  of  the  Revolution. 

"  At  a  meeting  of  the  c<im missioned  -oftlccra  uf  the 
East  division  of  the  militia  of  Bristol  County  licIO  io 
Norton,  Nov.  !l.  1774,  George  Godfrey  of  Tnunlou 
tvaa  cliosen  Colonel — George  Williams,  LJeuivnani 
Colonel — Nathaniel  Leonard,  1**  major,  Zeph&niBh 
Keith,  2^  major.  This  Division  contuirird  Ihu  cum- 
|>atiies  from  Taunton,  Rayuharo  and  Buatui).  The 
captains  of  the  various  companies  were  at  fullowt: 
TaunloD,  Cept.  Nathaniel  Leonard,  CapU  Siuieou 
Williams,  CapL  John  Reel,  Capt.  ComuliiM  Whil«v 
Capt.  James  I^onard,  Capt.  larael  Denu,  2*,  Capt. 
Ebeueier  Deau." 

■'  On  monday,  ye  21"  day  of  Nov.  1774,  the  East 
Division  of  the  third  Regiment  in  ye  county  of  Ufi»- 
tol,  met  ut  Taunton  and  drawed  up  in  a  Itntlnlion  in 
Capt.  Thomas  Cobb's  shed  Lot  so  called,  by  ye  Adju- 
tant Major  Abijah  Hodges,  in  manner  hcreaftt'r  de- 
scribed, vis:  Ye  Aeld  ofllceni  came  in  on  the  right 
wing,  vis,  George  Godfrey  next  to  the  llntlalion  aud 
George  Williams  on  ye  right,  N.  Leonnnl  on  ye  left 
and  Z,  Keith  on  ye  right  and  so  niurch'  round  ^ 
Ttiittalion  until  we  came  to  ye  centre — 3  of  h"*  Field 
oDicers  with  their  hats  under  ye  arm  and  O.  Godfrey, 
liiH  hat  on  and  paid  his  compliments  to   each  cap- 

The  citisens  of  Taunton  appointed  an  inpotUnt 
cammiU«e,  called  "a  Committee  of  Inspection  and 
Correajmndcnce,"  July  S,  1776,  whose  duty  it  was  to 
promote  the  general  safety,  and  that  of  Taunton  in 
particular,  and,  fortunately,  when  the  fire  of  1S3S 
consumed  almost  everything  elae  in  the  town  clerk's 
custody  the  recorih  nf  this  committee  escaped.  From 
these  records  wo  mako 'liberal  extracts. 

"At  u  meeting  of  the  inliabitnnln  of  the  town  ol 
Taunton  on  Monday,  July  3,  1775,  said  town  made 
choice  of  George  Godfrey,  Esq.,  Capt.  Henry  Hodges, 
Lieut.  Solomon  Dean,  Maj.  Richard  Goilfrcy,  Capt. 
Simeon  WilMums,  Insign  Ichabud  Leonard,  James 
Williams,  Jr.,  Lieut.  Elisha  Barney,  Lieut.  William 
Thayer,  Lieut.  Ebeneiar  Cohb,  Mr.  Elijah  Lincoln, 
Lieut.  Benjamin  Dean,  Jr.,  Dr.  Darid  Cobb,  Mr. 
Nicholas  Ituylics,  Mr.  John.  Adam,  Uenjuinin  Wil- 
liams, Esq.,  Mr.  Josiah  Crocker,  Col.  George  Wil- 
liams, Ikibert  Luscomb,  Esq,,  Lieut.  Edward  Blake, 
and  Mr.  John  Keene  as  a  committee  of  in«|>ectiiin 
mid  correspondence  for  said  town,  and  any  seven  to 
make  a  quorum. 

"This  committee  met  on  Monday,  July  10,  1775, 
and  made  choice  of  James  Williams,  Jr.,  for  ibeir 
clerk.  Mr.  Nicholas  Baylies,  Col.  George  Williams, 
and  Cnpt.  John  Reed  were  chosen  a  committee  tn 
take  into  their  care  the  elfei'ls  and  estate  of  Daniel 
Leonard,  Esrj.,  lying  in  Taiiatou,  who  bus  fled  fur 
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protection  to  Boston,  said  committee  to  improve  or 
let  the  same  to  the  best  advantage,  and  render  a  true 
account  of  the  profits  arising  therefrom  to  this  com- 
mittee, or  any  otlier  committee  of  correspondence  of 
this  t^wn  that  shall  be  chosen  for  that  purpose. 

"  Votedf  that  George  Godfrey,  E>mi.,  Capt.  Simeon 
Williams,  and  Col.  George  Williams  be  a  committee 
to  take  into  their  custody  the  pork  and  grain  now  in 
the  store  of  Dr.  McKinstry,  and  send  the  same  to  the 
army  as  soon  as  may  be,  and  take  an  account  of  the 
same  and  keep  an  account  of  the  cost  of  transpor- 
tation." 

Daniel  I..eonard  and  Dr.  McKinstry  were  such  no- 
torious Tories  that  Taunton  was  not  considered  a  safe 
place  for  them,  and  they  took  refuge  in  Boston. 
Thomas  Gilbert  was  another,  or,  as  Gen.  George  God- 
frey styles  him,  "  the  notorious  Torie  Gilbert."  He 
considered  it  prudent  to  leave  Taunton. 

The  Committee  of  Inspection  and  Correspondence 
held  frequent  meetings,  and  had  much  business  on 
hand.  **  March  18, 1776,  the  committee  met  and  pro- 
ceeded as  follows,  viz. : 

"  In  committee,  March  8,  1776,  Nathaniel  Bird,  a 
shop-keeper  in  tliis  town,  being  convicted  for  refusing 
paper  currency  in  his  payments,  the  committee  re- 
solved to  publish  him  to  the  world  agreeable  to  the 
order  of  tlie  Continental  Congress,  but  said  Bird  soon 
after  applied  to  the  committee,  desiring  their  par- 
don for  his  crime,  and  promising  reformation  for  the 
future.  Tlicy  therefore  have  stopped  all  j)roceeding9 
against  him,  and  recommend  him  for  the  future  to 
the  good  opinion  of  the  Continental  Congress  on  the 
signing  the  following  paper."  Which  paper  is  given 
at  length  and  embodied  Nathaniel  Bird's  contrition 
for  his  offense  and  promise  of  amendment. 

The  report  that  eight  hundred  British  soldiers  had 
marched  from  Boston  on  the  night  of  April  ]8,  1775, 
by  order  of  Gen.  Gage,  under  Maj.  Pitcairn,  to  Con- 
cord, to  destroy  the  military  stores  deposited  there, 
and  the  firing  upon  a  company  of  American  soldiers 
at  Ijexington  on  their  way,  on  the  morning  of  the 
19th,  and  killing  eight  men,  spread  rapidly  over  Mas- 
sachusetts by  couriers  (they  had  no  telegraphs  or  tel- 
ephones in  those  days).  It  was  the  first  blood  shed 
in  the  llevolution,  and  it  aroused  the  people  to  arm 
fully  for  their  defense.  The  news  arrived  in  Taunton 
on  the  evening  of  the  19th,  and  Capt.  James  Williams 
rallied  a  company  and  was  on  the  march  in  a  few 
hours,  arriving  at  Roxbury  on  the  morning  of  the 
20th,  and  rei>orted  for  duty.  His  lieutenant  was  Jo- 
siah  King;  Abial  Macomber,  ensign;  John  Shaw, 
John  Hall,  Abiathar  Hathaway,  and  Daniel  Briggs, 
sergeants;  Eben  Sumner,  drummer;  Eben  Pitts,  fifer. 
Privates  Thomas  Andrews,  George  Andrews,  Jacob 
Burt,  Richard  Cobb,  Richard  Caswell,  Job  Caswell, 
John  Caswell,  Asahel  Grossman,  Job  Dean,  Nathan 
Dean,  Ebenezer  Dean,  Micah  Dean,  Abijah  Dean, 
Ebenezer  Dean,  Joseph  Eliot,  George  Eliot,  John 
Godfrey,  Seth  Godfrey,  Peter  Haskins,  George  King, 


Job  King,  Nathan  King,  Elijah  Knapp,  Atherton 
Knapp,  Sylvester  Lincoln,  James  Latham,  Benjamin 
Leach,  Jonathan  Macomber,  Edward  Paul,  Zachariah . ' 
Padelford,  James  Padel  ford,  James  Presbro,  Ebenezer 
Robinson  (2d),  Josiah  Robinson,  Gideon  Shaw,  Jo- 
seph Shaw,  Job  Smith,  Jr.,  James  Shaw,  Seth  Staples, 
Eben  Shelly,  A.  Shaw,  Shadrach  Wilbore,  Richard 
Williams,  Thomas  Williams,  Seth  Williams,  Na- 
thaniel Woodward,  of  Taunton ;  Elijah  Gush^e, 
Joshua  Hall,  Hezekiah  HaIl,of  Raynham ;  and  Daniel 
Lane,  of  Norton.  -• 

They  served  twelve  days,  and  forty  miles  travel ; 
w^re  allowed  £1  St,  dd.  each ;  captain,  £2  10<. ;  lieu- 
tenant, £1  16f.  8d ;  sergeants,  £1  16s. ;  total,  £76  4«. 
Id. 

Corp.  Seth  Staples  and  Jabez  Carver,  of  Taunton, 
were  in  Capt.  Samuel  Tubbs'  company,  of  Berkley. 

Another  company  was  organized  in  Taunton  for 
Col.  Joseph  Reed*s  regiment  in  1775,  the  year  preced- 
ing the  "  Declaration,"  as  follows : 

Oliver  Soper,  captain;  Simeon  Cobb,  lieutenant; 
Thomas  Williams,  ensign ;  Ephraim  Grossman,  George 
Woodward,  John  Richmond,  Rufus  Barney,  sergeants ; 
Job  Hoskins,  William  Williams,  Jonathan  Barney, 
corporals ;  Joel  Drake,  fifer ;  Simeon  Grossman,  drum- 
mer ;  Ephraim  Briggs,  Prince  Caswell,  Richard  Cas- 
well, James  Cobb,  Simeon  Cobb,  James  Coggeshall, 
Robert  Davis,  Gideon  Dean,  Asa  Bliss,  Ard  Godfrey, 
Thomas  Graves,  Jacob  Hoskins,  *Joel  Harvey,  Elk. 
Hodges,  James  Hodges,  John  Hodges,  Samael  Hos- 
kins, Timothy  Hoskins,  Rufus  Harney,  Elijah  Leon- 
ard, Sylvester  Leonard,  Nedebiah  Lincoln,  Benja- 
min Leonard,  David  Lincoln,  Ichabod  Macomber, 
Seth  Pollard,  Nathaniel  Potter,  Jacob  Phillips,  Jo- 
siah Reed,  Seth  Richmond,  Benjamin  Richmond,  In- 
crease Robinson,  Abel  Stacy,  John  Smith,  Israel 
Smith,  George  Tisdale,  Benoni  Tisdale,  Zadoc 
Thrasher,  Perez  Thrasher,  Thomas  White,  Isaac 
Washburn,  Silas  Willis,  Benjamin  Woodward,  Na- 
thaniel Woodward,  Seth  Woodward,  Jonathan  Wil- 
liams, Nathan  Wetherell,  privates.  Served  April 
24th,  May  2d  to  August  1st ;  averaged  £4  lis.  6d. ; 
toUl,  £323  4«.  4(2. 

An  interesting  paper,  which  may  be  called  a  re- 
sponse to  the  "  Declaration  of  Independence,"  was 
recently  discovered  in  the  attic  of  the  late  Henry 
Hodges  Fox,  among  the  relics  left  by  bis  ancestor, 
Capt  Henry  Hodges,  a  prominent  ofiicer  here  a  hun- 
dred years  ago.  It  is  called  a  "covenant,"  and 
evinces  the  spirit  of  76  in  Taunton,  as  follows: 

"  We,  the  subscribers,  do  each  of  us  severally  for  our- 
selves profess,  testify,  and  declare,  before  God  and  the 
world,  that  we  verily  believe  that  the  war,  resistance, 
and  opposition  in  which  the  United  American  Colo- 
nies are  now  engaged  against  the  fleets  and  armies  of 
Great  Britain,  is  on  the  part  of  the  said  Colonies  just 
and  necessary.  And  we  do  hereby  severally  promise, 
covenant,  and  engage  to,  and  with  every  person  of  this 
colony  who  has  or  shall  subscribe  this  declaration  or 


another  of  the  aame  tenor  or  worda,  that  we  will  aot 
during  the  aaid  war,  directly  or  indirectly,  in  any 
way,  aid,  abet,  or  asaiit  any  of  the  naral  or  land 
forces  of  the  Icing  of  Great  Britain,  or  any  eiuploy'd 
by  him,  or  supply  them  with  any  kind  of  provlBions, 
military  or  naval  stores,  or  bold  any  correspondence 
with  or  communicate  any  intelligence  to  any  of  tlie 
officers,  soldiers,  or  marines  belonging  to  the  oaid 
army  or  navy,  or  iiilist  or  procure  any  olliera  to  in- 
list  into  the  land  or  sea  iiervico  of  Great  Dritain,  or 
take  up  or  benr  arms  against  this  or  either  of  the 
United  Colonies,  or  undertake  to  pilot  any  of  the  ves- 
eels  belonging  to  the  said  navy,'or  in  any  other  way 
aid  or  assist  them.  But  on  the  contrary,  according 
to  our  best  power  and  abilities,  will  defend  by  arms 
the  Unitod  American  Colonies  and  every  part  thereof 
against  every  hostile  attempt  of  tbe  fleeta  and  armies 
in  the  service  of  Great  Britain,  or  any  of  them,  ac- 
cording to  the  requiremente  and  directions  of  tbe 
.  laws  of  this  colony  tliat  now  are  or  may  herenfter  be 
provided  for  the  regulation  of  the  militia  thereof." 

This  document  committed  thosewhosigned  Itinthe 
'  "  colony  of  Massachusetts  Bay"  to  the  Declaration  oj 
Indepfiiilenee,  and  to  it  are  attached  in  their  own 
handwriting  the  signatures  of  Taunton  men,  as  fol- 
lows: John  Godfrey,  John  Thayer,  Henry  Hodges, 
Jr.,  Abiathar  Hodgea,  James  Hodges,  Jonathan 
Thayer.  Steplien  Ilaskins,  Jr.,  Luther  Haskine,  John 
Holmes,  Nathanier  Bri^s,  Abet  Burt,  Nedaliah  Lin- 
coln, Aaron  Pratt,  Ben  Washburn,  Timothy  Hodges, 
Nehemiab  Haskins,  Jr.,  William  Haskins  (3d),  Sam- 
uel Hoskins,  James  Woodward,  Daniel  Briggs,  David 
Btacoy,  Seth  Hodges,  Silas  Aitell,  Thomas  Hodges, 
Morgan  Cobb,  William  Hodges,  SiiHiuel  Torrey, 
Nathaniel  Briggs  (2d),  Jacob  Burt,  Abraham  Burt, 
John  Hodgea,  Simeon  Cobb,  David  Burt,  Peter  Has- 
kins, Isaac  Burt,  Isaac  fturt,  Jr.,  Ehenezer  Cobb, 
Levi  Hariow,  James  Codding,  Aaron  Knap,  Gideon 
Hicks,  Moses  Knap,  Edward  Knap,  Abiathar  Knap, 
Ephraim  Knap,  James  Tisdale,  Diuiiel  Short,  Henry 
Briant,  Nathaniel  Dean,  Abel  Burt,  Loren  Tisdale, 
Bononi  Tisdale,  Simeon  Cobb,  Timothy  Haskins, 
Pelatinh  ISstey,  Samuel  Hayward,  Jonathan  Uarvoy, 
Stephen  Haakips,  Philip  Mason,  Samuel  Stacey,  Sam- 
uel Stacey  (2d),  Job  Stacey,  Job  Stacey,  Jr.,  George 
Woodward,  John  Briggs,  Amos  Stacey,  James  Har- 
vey, Ebeneier  Willis,  John  Willis,  Levi  Torrey,  Na- 
than Dean,  Isaiah  Heed,  Zephaniab  Hodges,  Jona- 
than Barney,  Jacob  Harney,  Neheniiah  Dean,  Samuel 
Gardner,  Benjamin  Williams,  James  Leonard,  Zeph- 
aniah  Gary,  Seth  Pollard,  Joseph  Harvey,  Riifns 
Leonard,  Oliver  Dean,  Enos  Deau,  George  Reeil,  Jr., 
Frye  Torrey,  — eighty-seven  names  in  all.  Some 
namee  also  appear  to  have  been  erased.  Whether 
their  courage  failed  them  when  came  the  tug  of  war 
or  what  was  the  reason  we  know  not.  Probably  this 
was  only  one  of  several  papers  for  signatures  which 
has  survived  the  wreck  of  time. 
Immediately  after  the  action  at  Concord  and  Lex- 


ington, April  10, 1775,  the  men  of  MaasacUuaetta  wen 
put  under  a  thorough  military  organization.  A  bri- 
gade waa  formed  in  Bristol  County,  consisting  of  four 
regimcnU,  and  placed  under  tbe  command  of  Hrig.- 
Oeu.  George  Godfrey,  of  Taunton.  The  Third  Regi- 
ment of  this  brigade  was  raised  mainly  in  Taunton 
and  vicinity,  under  command  of  Col.  George  Wil- 
liams, of  Taunton  ;  Lieut.-Col.  Zephanialt  Keitb,  of 
Easlon  ;  1st  ttaj.  Abel  Mitchell,  of  Eoaton;  20  Maj. 
James  Williams,  Jr.,  of  TauuUm;  Adjt.  William 
Seaver,  of  Taunton.  The  organization  waa  perfe4;ted 
during  March,  1776.  On  the  12lb  of  September  of 
that  year  the  General  Court,  in  compliance  with  a 
recommendation  of  the  Continental  Oongrewi,  had 
ordered  one-lil\h  of  the  militia  lo  be  drndeJ,  cxcv|>t 
in  the  remote  counties  and  seitpurt  towns,  am)  wbeu 
organized  to  be  marched  to  New  York. 

The  command  of  tbe  Massachusetts  troops  was  t'i  ven 
to  Benjamin  Lincoln,  who  bad  been  ap|>ointed  uutjur- 
general  May  preceding,  and  In  less  than  three  wecki, 
October,  1776,  Gen.  Lincoln  arrived  in  camp,  West- 
chester County,  with  the  Massucbusetta  troops,  io 
wbiuh  Taunton  was  represented. 

Adjt,  Seaver  was  detaclied  from  Col.  WilliaM»' 
regiment  in  a  short  time,  and  assigned  to  lUe  posi- 
tion of  aide-de-camp  upon  tbe  staff  of  Gen.  Heaib, 
whom  be  had  known  in  Roxbury  prior  to  the  war. 
While  on  duty  at  Westcbenter  County  Maj.  Beaver 
was  present  at  the  battles  of  White  Plains  and  Chat- 
tenon's  Hill,  Oct.  28,  1776.  A  diary  kept  by  him  a 
century  ago  haa  recently  been  published,  giviug  in- 
teresting details  of  bis  camp-life.  He  waa  next 
transferred  to  Warren,  R.  I.,  as  brigade  tnapector 
upon  the  stall'  of  Brig. -Gen.  Godfrey.  He  wua  pro- 
tnotcd  Aug,  3,  1779,  brigade  major.  His  reports  on 
Ale  at  the  State-House,  Boston,  show  that  service  wat 
performed  by  Taunton  troops  in  liristul  County 
brigade  in  that  viuijiity. 

Returning  from  that  ozi>edition,  Miy.  Beaver  was 
detailed  for  special  duty  in  different  loutliliuM,  one  of 
which  was  under  C'Ount  De  Itochambeau  ut  New- 
port, in  August,  17 SO. 

After  the  close  of  the  Revolution,  Maj.  Seaver  con- 
tinued his  connection  with  the  State  military,  nnd  for 
nearly  thirty  years  was  brigade  inspector  of  Bristol 
and  Plymouth  Counties,  serving  ia  that  capacity 
under  Brig. -Gen.  Godfrey,  from  1776  to  1781;  Geii. 
James  Williams,  1781  to  1792;  Gen.  Silas  Cobb. 
179'J  to  im-i ;  and  Gen.  Thomas  Lincoln,  from  ISO^ 
to  1SI5.  He  was  the  oldest  son  of  William  Senver, 
of  Dorchester,  born  May  8,  17  j8,  at  tbe  homestead  of 
Ilia  great-grandfather,  Robert  Seaver,  of  Raxbury, 
nnd  resided  in  Dorchester  till  1772,  when  he  came  lo 
Taunton. 

Among  the  Godfrey  papers  referred  to  ia  the  fol- 
lowing: "Aug.  8,  1776,  a  list  of  the  soldiers  under 
my  command,  enlisted  by  order  of  the  Council  to 
march  to  Dorchester  Heights,  from  Col.  Willianu' 
regiment,  in  the  county  of  Bristol.    Bdmuod  Blch- 
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mond,  William  Caswell,  Joshua  Staples,  Asa  Dean, 
Noah  Dean,  Philip  Knap,  William  Hayward,  Zeb- 
ulon  Field,  Robert  Pray,  Landon  Hood,  Peletiah 
Eddy,  Jr.,  Seth  Gushee,  Nathan  Dean,  Hichard  Wil- 
liams, Seth  Richmond,  John  Dean,  Ebenezer  Dean, 
Samnel  Hood,  Samuel  Wild,  Jr.,  Samuel  Dean,  Jon- 
athan Wilbore,  Amariah  Richmond,  Samuel  Padel- 
ford,  Atherton  Knap,  John  Macomber,  Daniel  Keith, 
Jr.,  Abijah  Haskins,  Henry  Horr,  John  Caswell, 
Jacob  Willip,  Bela  Linkon,  Samuel  Codding  (2d),  and 
two  more  belonging  to  Taunton,  'Listed  with  Lieut. 
French.     (Signed)  per  Joshua  Wilbore,  Captain.'' 

Ocn.  Godfrey's  papers  show  that  another  call  was 
made  upon  him  by  the  Council,  Nov.  29, 1776,  for 
one-fourth  part  of  his  men,  who  were  to  march  im- 
mediately to  the  town  of  Fairfield,  Conn.,  to  reinforce 
the  Continental  army  at  or  near  the  State  of  New 
York,  for  the  term  of  three  months. 

The  names  of  the  drafted  soldiers  from  Taunton 
are  given. 

It  appears  from  a  memorandum-book  kept  by  Gen. 
Godfrey  that  he  and  his  whole  brigade,  on  account 
of  what  he  styles  "  the  alarm  at  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island,"  marched  to  Warren,  Dec.  8,  1776,  and  were 
discharged  the  81st  of  the  same  month. 

The  Godfrey  papers  give  a  **  return  of  the  names  of 
the  men  enlisted  from  Capt.  Joshua  Wilbore's  Com- 
pany in  Col.  George  Williams'  Regiment,  with  the 
names  of  the  colonel  and  captain  enlisted  under  to 
the  Continental  service,"  dated  Sept.  2, 1777.  .  In  the 
spring  of  1778,  Taunton  contributed  toward  "  raising 
troops  to  be  sent  to  Fishkiil,  N.  Y.,  to  serve  for  the 
period  of  nine  months." 

A  company  was  enlisted  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States  by  Capt.  Jacob  Haskins,  for  Col.  John  Jacobs' 
regiment  on  duty  in  New  York  for  one  year  from 
Jan.  1,  1778,  as  follows:  Jacob  Haskins,  of  Taunton, 
captain ;  Lieutenants,  Noah  Pratt,  Jacob-  French, 
Matthias  McFornan,  Jonathan  Fletcher;  Sergeants, 
Aaron  Turner,  John  Lawrence,  Jesse  Ellis,  Peter 
Smith,  Benjamin  Fuller,  Elijah  Fuller;  Corporals, 
Jonas  Humphrey,  Daniel  Chickering,  Parker  Earle, 
Increase  Pond,  Samuel  Gushing,  Daniel  Cook ;  Pri- 
vates, John  Smith,  Christopher  Smith,  Asa  Holbrook, 
Zach.  Bimbo,  Samuel  Williams,  Enoch  Darling,  Jere- 
miah Crocker,  William  Fuller,  Joseph ,  Titus 

Metcalf,  Joel  Cleveland,  Warrick  Greene,  Luther 
Bullard,  Abraham  Crowley,  Isaac  Dagget,  William 
Ilorton,  Lemuel  Herri n,  Silas  Morse,  William  Seaver,* 
Ellis  Whiting,  Moses  Daggett,  Michael  Clark,  Benja- 
min   ,  Ephraim  Jackson,  Samuel  Hammond, 

Thaddeus  Stowell,  Oliver  Guild,  Isaac  Brown,  Na- 
thaniel Draper,  Nathan  Draper,  John  Dewee. 

Capt.  Haskins  raised  another  company  after  the 
above  for  Col.  John  Hathaway's  regiment,  to  serve 
from  the  18th  of  March  to  April  16,  1779,  as  follows: 
Jacob  Haskins,  of  Taunton,  captain ;  Abiel  Macom- 

1  He  WM  one  of  the  guard  detached  for  duty  at  the  ezecntlQn  of  An<lr6. 


ber,  lieutenant;  Sergeants,  Seth  Paul!,  Nathaniel 
Snell,  Perez  Drake,  John  McSoutb,  Joshua  Staple; 
Corporals,  Nathaniel  Dean,  Edward  Dean,  Philip 
Dean,  Isaac  Hall ;  Abiel  Hayward,  drummer;  Eben- 
ezer Smith,  fifer ;  Privates,  John  Burt,  Elijah  Briggs, 
George  Darby,  Abraham  Dean,  Zebedee  Hackett, 
Joseph  Hall,  Solomon  McSouth,  John  Phillips,  Abel 
Pain,  David  Padelford,  Elijah  Richmond,  Elkanah 
Smith,  Laban  Smith,  James  Williams,  Jr.,  Abiel 
Dean,  Nathan  Hall,  Nehemiah  Leonard,  Elezer  Wil- 
bur, Israel  Jones,  Zadoc  Turner,  Elisha  Garey,  Na- 
thaniel Hall,  John  Bolton,  Peleg  Osbom,  James  Gil- 
more,  John  Shaw,  Lemuel  Briggs. 

Sept.  6,  1778,  the  Council  being  informed  New 
Bedford  was  threatened  by  the  enemy's  ships.  Gen. 
Godfrey  was  called  upon  to  go  to  its 'assistance. 

In  the  spring  of  1779  a  regiment  of  nine  hundred 
men  from  the  Bristol  County  brigade  was  sent  to  the 
assistance  of  Gen.  Sullivan  in  the  operations  on  Rhode 
Island. 

July  26,  1779,  Brig.-Gen.  GMfrey  received  the  fol- 
lowing letter  from  Mfg.-Gen.  Gates: 


**  Sim,— It  being  Immedtatelj  neeefaary  that  thera  ahoald  be  a  train- 
ing of  tlio  mllltla  of  the  oonntj  of  Briatol  that  ttte  exact  state  of  their 
arms,  ammuultlon,  and  aoooutrenienta  may  be  known,  yon  will  pleaae 
to  send  each  colonel  one  of  the  printed  ordera  herewith  transmitted  to 
yon.  Upon  the  back  thereof  I  request  you  will  send  such  particular 
commands  from  yourself  as  yon  think  requisite.  When  the  rerlewls 
flnlslicd,  I  desire  to  be  (kvored  with  yonr  company  at  Proridenoe  with  a 
report  of  each  regiment  The  bearer  has  my  dirsotlon  to  attend  you  to 
carry  this  order  to  each  colonel.  His  ejcpenses  I  shall  order  to  be  paid. 
I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  senrant, 

'*HoBAno  Gath, 

July  4, 1781,  John  Hancock  wrote  from  Boston  to 
Brig.-Gen.  Godfrey,  as  follows : 

'*8iE,— Agreeable  to  the  rtqneat  of  the  Geneiml  Oourt,  I  herewith 
send  yon  their  rMolutlons  for  detaching  a  nnmherof  men  fh>m  your 
Brigade  to  reinforce  tlie  OonUnental  army.  Tou  are  hereby  required  to 
detnch  without  loes  of  time  the  proportion  of  men  set  upon  the  scTeral 
towns  In  the  County  of  Bristol,  with  a  suitable  number  of  officers  to 
command  the  companlea  and  order  their  march  to  Join  the  army  at 
West  Point  or  such  place  as  His  Szcellenoy,  Oen.  Washington,  shall  di- 
rect.  The  aboolute  necessity  of  complying  with  this  order  immediately 
I  need  not  urge,  as  it  will  tend  to  carry  on  the  important  operations  of 
the  preeent  campaign,  under  ProTidence,  with  success.  Tour  men  are 
to  be  Joined  with  the  men  raised  in  the  GounUes  of  Worcester  and 
Barnstable,  which  wiU  form  a  Beglment,  and  you  will  detach  a  Mi^or 
for  the  same. 

**  I  am.  Sir,  Tour  very  bumble  senrant, 

**  JoHir  Hanoook.** 

Taunton  was  one  of  the  first  towns  in  the  State  to 
pass  resolutions  condemnatory  of  the  course  of  the 
British  government  towards  the  colonies,  and  there 
was  no  backwardness  in  furnishing  men  and  material 
aid  in  carrying  on  and  consuraifaating  the  Revolu- 
tionary struggle. 

The  War  of  1812-15.— The  following  is  a  record 
of  the  companies  from  Taunton  and  vicinity  per- 
forming sentinel  coast-guard  duty  at  New  Bedford, 
Fairhaven,  and  Dartmouth  during  the  war  of  1812- 
15,  copied  from  tl^  late  Gen.  Benjamin  Lincoln's 
rolls: 


GAn*.  siLAa  BuiPAiin'a  ooupanv  of  tauntdh. 

kOiHi  Kln(.Buiiu>1  OulliHT,  OUnr  ftiiHr,  Wllllnin  Ilulilni,  l!*|di. 
Wslktr,  Dsnjiiti.la  Ktag,  Zli»  WlJUior,  ■■•iito  WiOo,  Bvkuiuu 
AuniB,  QUbait  Uonml,  JiiMM  H.  Bilk*.  &J.  Xlu|>|>  (Kl),  Ulib> 
Wilkar,  OcorgB  L.  Hood,  E^bnlm  Alwiwd,  Tuluai  Auilln,  tbiyii 
Burl,  Ihiic  Uliby,  Biujuiiln  BullliigiDH,  Jmrn*  llallrMli,  Jr,  Ed- 
DKiD-l  Brlifi,  Ji,  OliulM  Drlcgi,  AUHMn  D.  Ddm  ItefM  Bwril. 
CliHlilv  F)«r».  r>I>«  Oumn,  a«K|«  UH<nl]  (M),  Wllllui  OruH- 
nuiii.  Willlsn  W.CnuDun.jHiiil'.CivKuaii.lClOBli  D.CUlMau, 
Lliiau  Dms,  AuiI  Eltul,  JMoiirU  D.  ViuhK  AII-uI  OvJtn;,  Itlch- 
■nl  Uiwit,  Jab  llaUu»B;,  KbraHaf  llukliw,  WlllUn  1'.  Huklu, 
LhduiI  UilUnwK]',  WliitriM  Iljuklrii,  Db'M  lUrt*|r. ''■■  nufHi 
IIuluiH,  Ji.li  Knnvp,  JuiAiliiu  Kliic  SaiDKil  mill,  AKnd  Lvixnl, 
Nvaiiljl>li  LIbsuIu,  Lovli  L»uiud,  IOhu.  Iwiuinl,  KlUoli  Ulwuln, 
A.  LlDs.ln.  Jr^  Wn  Lucu,  U.  »u«uUr,  B.  Hlrick,  K.  Kvrwhu*, 
XiHM  FnU.  lr„  WlllUin  l^rk,  Juu'i  ItJilbnl,  Jr,  WllltaM  U><>a, 


a,  Juuallu 


1>  Bnl,l 


BO  Soploi,  Ellplwlil  SInpliB,  NihIi  St>|.l<l,  UlMIl 
>i»li  Tliruliir,  BflrMUc  Tlivar,  AUnlhur  Thkytr, 
nillmiiu,  Wllllan  WlllNur,  BleliiMBd  Witlkir,  Halli. 
r.,  AblMlxr  WJilM,  Ua1»n  Wogilaard,  ItaiuNol  Wood- 
'I  GllWn,  AUpkb  Burt,  BwjaiBlN  Ksnut,  In  Us- 
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Jdu.  Cnrtl^  Dinlsl  OirnwilL,  AMi>th>r  Auiilii,  (illfbnl  Banuwi, 
Diild  Undfunl.  P>riui  CHH^I.Allgo  Itau,  Uwli  D«ii.  tl>a>i»1 
Uui.liuD.  WIlLlum  aoifrwi,  Bntu  OodTny.  Jr,  H«r»r  ttaiklu,  Jr., 
Still  H.  Wlllwur,  Nutliiii  Kt>i(,  Jr^  AnuliU  R«1,  B«h  Bidor, 
OldKU  Hsid,  I>4ii>lil  SlaflH,  lillvbslil  SIoplH,  Ji>ba<MlliiI,  BlfjibHM 
Wllltuu,  WhIuu  W-tcu.1.  NiiLb>i.l>l  wm.mll,  NutlonUI  WIill- 
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Elbibt  W.  Tubbt,  J„hu  NmI,  Wlllbuu  a  Uuud,  KlUili  B.  Oul>uiui| 
Abnlxiii  ChxII,  Alfnd  Bl»k>,  llMhavajr  BrJMi,  HiUmilil  Uun| 
D*rli  BBkH.Juia Bullock,  Aniiuh  Bart,  Lrmnn  llini>y,  Iiwmu 

Uito*,  Willud  tilvk,  Wlllbuu  Olu-k,  Arould  <!1m».  Allck  f.  Dhu, 
AblitlbH  rifld,  Jubn  G. ,  BUn  Huklna,  Wllll.tn  Ha.J,  J.dih 

llmlitotr.  Job  nohawor.  Ju.  Ilowird,  Bll|«h  King.  Jr.!  EtbCBlm 
King,  Jr.,BalMnKIOK.MictaiiI>tII,  LIunlD.Knlucli  Lwunl.Bulu- 
Dum  Uonird,  PblUp  Huud,  John  Mirial,  Otia  NlnlialU,  Bbtusut 
mil,  JuiiM  Pmn,  Ulab  Flul,  Hitliin  Fkln*,  Juuh  I>nitl,  Au 
Pnabnj,  NiIIhdKI  Plilltlua,  Wlllbini  IladBl,  CI>uIm  BhiI,  Ourg* 
W,  Ki-i.  King  HichmaDd.  LhbusI  Butoit,  Dkild  SUnj',  Joku  S»k- 
.11  <ld),  AnUpt  Tiber,  U«b  TUnd»r,  Rjk.  TbnuhR,  Aium  Wida, 
Wlllliai  Wtlboiir.  aUfboa  Wilbwir,  Sllllniin  WlllbiDia,  Wllll.m 
WJDIwnt,  Bcujamlo  Wlllluiu,  SmuiidI  WIiIii,  Ablfib  Whltt,  Ben)!- 


OAiT.  SiBUBL  wiLBDR'a  oompanV.  BATNUAH. 

kpiKillui  S-id,,!,.,  LIUui  Sliellr,  WUbar  Suillb,  Iwe  Whtti,  Ib.)i|. 
liuuiThaiDU  W.  T.  Bickiisll,  Dlglitau;Ok|il.0ilHa.Cliui,  Bgtli- 
lay  :  Utut.  Xdlh  WBIUbi,  Job  Uaui,  Willlnia  Qualm,  Rllub  I>«u, 
An  Willi*,  Brlnrliu  Hitbaw*)',  Audni*  Dicbui,  Jub  W,  Dhim, 
lUrnbum;  Johu  Pa^klul^  Barkltji   Cbiiidlar  tlaui,  Rifnbiuii; 

B»ail[y,  CliirlH  rruar,  Abnar  Balmea.  Xbanaur  llulnm,  Uaac 
King,  Jr.,  Juwipli  I'lu*,  Ablal  RokliiKiN.  Uwla  Biiuw,  KlAniiar 
SnoK,  Joaaph  Baoding.  J«bui  Wllbuur,  Elkaunb  Wllbour,  Jmrvia 
Wblla,JamH  Warren,  John  W.Wbll>Dun,IUriili*u;  John  Plila, 
Dafid   Palmar,   John    Wrtghl,  Sllaa   Packliam,   Crumoall    Hownl, 

Bp)inlmPhlllpi,D«blPblllp*,DlgbKiDi  MlricBKr,Juaaph  Vraneb, 
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Phh,  ainwu  IbiUnagii.  J»I><>  UnbliwiB  (slj,  Tliasiaa  tOmmt-, 
It;  Anl-I«a  UdaiIu,  Jr.,  laau  Hill.  Baiyluulu  L.  Duutfrr,  ttatr 
Uian  Uhb.  lUnbao  L.  Fnur.  tiatin)  Hubloaun,  Jr^  Kjincli  Wi 
limiu,  Bll  WIIIUbm,  PblW  WillUuia.  Stapbtu  WlllUua,  Ua«i>ba«|  ii 
Jnbu  Pbllipa,  Siinual  Uwn,  Jwi|<b  Dwii,  B^ujautu  Jlathta^^  .| 
lakanali  Ualliawar,  haiual  HaHlmll,  Larl  L.  Unna.  Al>l><k  a^ 
bll,  Barkli-ii  Julia  B.Taliui.lUaanl'htTii.  IVImuu  l*l>la*,  AanM  |{ 
C)«»,  Ji,  aunwiam  Pblllpa,  Piolaiiek  Bi  I w,  Juiwilivu  fahaa^  ii 
[llgbluu. 

OAIT.  Utl,n  (i.  tUIAOKd  IKIMPANir,  nKHKI.KV  i 

a»rg>  Unrl,  IlaiOxuiii  U.  tr,aiKb,  Vviiua  Ua»wb«,  J^Iih  IMIsh, 
tlllal  UnHs,  Bwiilari  KI<a>»»H'  TalUii,  lllKbiuu (  Job  Ham 
Buua  WIKIiiM*.  tUjIuliMu  j  UaiOwuls  Biirl,  Aibinltuu  Unaa,  I 
Ui:  thiHua  I'arrjr,  Ulgbluu)  JubH  Kins,  Jr,  Hnjiibut;  twaM' 
UllrI,a*.rg>C•■u^B>Fkl•ri  HuiihaoUriua,  Jr.KlcKanl  J<mm 
IilEbbHi ;  li>i>l-  Juiialbaa  Wllb^ir.  Iljkjub.ui. 
TAUNTON   CWIIPANIKS    AND    UE.f    IN    TUB    BKDKLLtuN, 

Company  0,  Foortli  Eegiment  M.  V.  H.  (TaiUh 
ton  Light  Quard}.— Tills  coiu|iutiy  wan  ni^itiiiseil  in 
1S&5,  liiid  iittncbL'd  to  tlie  t'ourlli  Rc^imuni  Muina- 
chusetta  Vuluiiteec  Militia.  Ita  fini  coiiimAiiJirr  vrv 
Timotliy  Oorduii,  wlio  continued  froin  its  orgnnii*-  * 
tion  until  tlie  vlose  ofllie  three  uiontlis'  ciuiiimign 
Virginia. 

On  ilie  morning  of  April  IG,  1861,  tlie  mc-iiib« 
wcri;  iiotliicd  lii  rc|icirt  Ht  tlieir  arinuty  fur  iQiiii^liiU 
service  in  reiipoiiao  to  the  call  of  I'reaiduul  Linculi 
for  seventy-live  tliousutid  men,  aud  on  tlie  •nine  daf 
left  Thiibioii  and  arrived  iii  lIustoB  niuI  rmideBTouMid 
iu  Paneuil  Hall,  affuilitiK  witli  ottior  coiitpMiiica  «f 
lljo  Fourtli  Regiment  further  orders.  On  the  17th  the 
rcginienCul  column  was  ordered  to  Furlrcu  Moiirue, 
Va.,  and  departed  that  day  viu  the  Old  Colony  [tail- 
road  and  steamer  "State  of  Maine"  from  Pull  lUvu 
for  that  post,  where  it  arrived  on  the  morning  of  April 
SOth,  and  ntdiiydawn  dieeiii harked  with  the  Tuiin- 
ton  Light  Guard  on  the  right  or  the  line,  CupU  Uor- 
don  being  the  senior  oSicer,  whereby  this  coinpauy 
nuiiuired  the  honor  of  being  the  flrat  from  tlie  North 
to  enter  Virginia  in  the  war  of  tJie  Rebellion. 

The  company  porlicipalcd  in  the  duties  &n<l  for- 
tunes of  the  regiment,  and  on  the  27th  of  Muy  em- 
barked for  Newport  News,  where  earthworks  wen 
thrown  up  and  an  intrenched  camp  established. 
Here  the  compHny  remained  until  June  l>th,  when  ■ 
detachuient,  of  which  Company  G  was  a  part,  lunrclied 
toward  "  Dig  Bethel,"  and  on  the  10th  occurred  the 
engHgeinent  known  ad  the  "  battle  of  itig  Itethel." 

On  the  2d  of  July  the  Fourth  Regiment  uuiharlced 
for  Hampton,  where  it  remained  until  July  17th, 
when  it  departed  tor  home  at  expiration  of  service, 
arriving  at  Boston  on  the  lOlh,  and  encamped  at 
Long  Island.  It  was  mustered  out  July  23d.  On 
the  24tU  it  mnrched  to  BiKston  Common,  and  wat 
dismissed,  arriving  in  Taunton  the  same  day.  The 
people  turned  out  tn  mau<,  and  the  company  wu  ac- 


corded  a  hearty  welcome  home.  On  the  26th  they 
were  given  a  more  formal  reception.  Forming  in 
their  armory,  they  marched  to  the  Qreen,  and  were 
welcomed  in  an  address  hy  ex-Gk>vernor  Marcus 
Mortoh,  Hon.  Samuel  L.  Crocker  presiding.  The 
company,  with  invited  guests,  then  proceeded  to 
Central  ^Hall,  where  dinner  was  served  and  brief 
addresses  were  made  by  citizens  and  members  in 
response  to  sentiments,  and  poems,  by  Hon.  A.  M. 
Ide,  Messrs.  Hodges  Reed  and  B.  F.  Presbrey,  were 
rend. 

Company  0  subsequently  served  with  the  Fourth 
MnAsnclnisetts  Regiment  for  nine  months  in  Lou- 
isiana. It  furnished  for  different  organizations 
twenty-tliree  commissioned  officers,  viz.:  one  lieu- 
tenant-colonel, two  majors,  nine  captains,  and  eleven 
lieutenants. 

COMrANY  a. 

Tlmothj  (lordon,  cupt. ;  mntt.  In  April  22, 18G1 ;  matt,  ont  July  22, 1801. 
ZnchoiiH  ShoniiAii,  Int  lloiit;  nnini.  In  April  22, 1801 ;  ninHt.  ont  Jnlj  22, 

1801. 
Freiloric  A.  IlRrrington,  2d  Uent;  muiit  In  April  22,  1801;  must  out 

July  22, 1801. 
Mason  W.  BuH,  1st  sergt;  mast,  in  April  22, 1861;  must  ont  Jnlj  22, 

1801 ;  re-entersd  tlis  sorrlee  as  captain  of  Co.  G,  22d  R«gt  Mass. 

Vols.;  pro.  to  misjor,  and  dlsch.  with  that  rank;  was  aftsrwards 

br«Tet6d  colonel. 
Chariss  II.  Panll,  sargt.;  must  In  April  22,  1801;  must  out  July  22, 

1801 :  re<«ntnred  tli«  service  as  captain  of  Co.  G,  4th  Mass.  Itegt. 

(nine  months),  and  was  discharged  with  that  rank. 
William  II.  Bartlctf,  sergt;  must  In  April  22, 1801 ;  must  out  July  22, 

1801;  re-entered  the  service  as  captain  Co.  K,  4th  Mass.  Regt  (nine 

months),  and  was  killed  at  Port  Hudson  June  14, 1883. 
George  A.  Washburn,  sergt. ;  must,  in  April  22, 1801 ;  must,  out  July  22, 

1801 ;  re-entered  the  senrlce  as  first  lieutenant  Co.  C,  22d  Mass.  B^t, 

and  was  disch.  with  the  rank  of  captain. 
Isaac  Dean  Panll,  corp.;  must  In  April  22,  1801 ;  must,  out  July  22, 

1801 ;  re-entere«l  the  senrico  as  first  lieutenant  of  Co.  F,  39th  Mass. 

Brgt,  and  was  Vllled  May  8, 1804,  at  the  Wilderness. 
Edwani  J.  Yose,  corp.;  must.  In  April  22, 1801 ;  must  out  July  22, 1861; 

was  afterwards  commissioned  1st  llent  33d  Mass.  Begt.  Vol. 
James  Brown,  corp.;  must.  In  April  22,  1801 ;  mnst.  oat  July  22, 1801 ; 

re-entered  the  senrlce  as  captain  of  Co.  B,  33d  Begt  Mass.  Vols.,  and 

was  pro.  to  msjor  of  same  regiment 
Wlllard  n.  Tripp,  corp. ;  must.  In  April  22, 1801 ;  must  ont  July  22, 1801'; 

re-cniere*!  the  senrlce  as  captain  of  Co.  F,  20th  Mass.  Begt;  was  pro. 

to  tinntcnnnt-colonel  of  same  roglment 
Wm.  Mark  IjohI,  musician ;  must  In  BIny  22, 1801 ;  mast,  out  July  22, 

1801 ;  died  at  HaTeriilll,  Mass.,  Feb.  3, 1879. 


PrhfotM. 

Lloyd  W.  Anstin,  must  In  April  22, 1801 ;  must,  out  July  22, 1801. 

George  W.  Bnmes,  must  In  April  22, 1861,  and  was  appointed  quart er- 
master-sergoant  same  day. 

Wm.  B.  Black,  must.  In  April  22, 1801 ;  must,  out  July  22, 1801 ;  re-en- 
tered the  sorvlce  as  cuptaln  of  Co.  F,  4th  Mass.  Begt.  (nine  months). 

John  C.  Briggs,  mnst.  In  April  22,1801;  mnst  ont  July  10, 1801;  serred 
as  foreman  of  the  goTernment  machine-shop  at  Fortress  Monroe  dur- 
ing his  time  as  above,  and  remained  for  ssTeral  years  afterwards  in 
that  position. 

Wm.  J.  Briggs,  mnst  in  Blay  6, 18G1 ;  must,  out  July  22, 1801 ;  re-entered 
the  service  as  first  lieutenant  of  Co.  G,  4th  Mass.  Begt.  (nine 
months). 

John  II.  Buck,  must  In  April  22, 1801 ;  must  out  July  22, 1861;  died  at 
Taunton  Sept.  10,  180:). 

John  II.  Oliurch/mniit  in  April  22, 1801 ;  must  out  July  22, 1801 ;  re- 
entered the  service  as  1st  lieut.  of  Co.  K,  4th  Mass.  Begt.  (nine 
months). 

John  W.  Clapp,  mnst  In  May  0, 1801 ;  mnst.  ont  July  22, 1801. 

Isaac  8.  Clark,  must  in  April  22, 1801;  mnst.  out  July  22, 1801. 

John  B.  Coleman,  mnst.  In  April  22, 1801 ;  must  out  July  22, 1801. 

Jamss  M.  Cushman,  most  In  April  22, 1801 ;  mnst  ont  July  22, 1881. 
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Oastavos  L.  Daan,  matt  in  April  tt,  1801 ;  most  ont  July  22, 1861 ;  was 
afterwards  oommlaslonsd. 

Perea  L.  Ihiabar,  most,  in  April  22, 1861 ;  uost  ont  Joly  22, 1861. 

Bdward  Eayres,  mnst  in  April  22, 1861 ;  mnst  ont  July  22, 1861. 

Allen  A.  Fisher,  mnst  In  April  22, 1861 ;  mast,  oat  Jaly  22, 1861. 

Henry  Galllgan,  mnst  in  April  22, 1861 ;  must  out  July  22, 1861 ;  re- 
entered ths  service  In  Co.  0, 22d  Mass.  Bsgt.,  and  dlsd  Jans  2, 1868, 
at  New  Bridge,  Ya. 

William  C.  Gent,  must  in  April  22, 1861 ;  must  oat  July  22, 1861. 

Horace  8.  Oilmore,  mnst.  lo  April  22,  1861 ;  most  oat  July  22, 1861 ; 
re-entered  the  servloe,  company  and  regiment  not  known  to 
writer. 

BlUah  D.  GoddaVd,  mnst  In  April  22,  1861 ;  mast  oot  Jaly  22,  1861 ; 
re-entered  the  service  in  Co.  G,  4th  Begt.  Mass.  (nine  months) ;  died 
at  Taunton  April  26, 1882. 

Rnos  P.  Hale,  must  in  April  22, 1863;  mnst  ont  July  22, 1863;  re-en- 
tered the  service  as  2d  lieut  Co.  C,22d  Masa.  Bagt;  pro.  to  1st 
llent.,  and  died  at  Tannton  Jane  1, 1868. 

William  D.  Hateh,  must,  in  May  6, 1861 ;  mast  oat  July  22, 1861 ;  re- 
entered the  service  as  1st  sergt  Co.  C,  22d  Mass.  Begt,  and  was 
pro.  lieut  and  capt  same  regiment 

Marshall  D.  Ilatliaway,  must  in  April  22,  1861 ;  matt  ont  Jnly  22, 
1861. 

Adonlram  J.  Holt,  mnst  in  April  82, 1861 ;  mnst.  ont  July  22, 1861. 

Henry  W.  Ilnrton,  mnst  In  April  28, 1861 :  mnst.  out  Jnly  22, 1861. 

Kdwnnl  Ilnnt,  mnst  in  April  22, 1861 ;  most  out  Joly  28, 1861. 

Thomas  H.  Husband,  mnst.  In  May  6, 1861 ;  mmt  out  Jnly  22, 1861 ;  re- 
entered the  service  as  Uentanant  Co.  F,  89th  Maw.  Begt;  died  in 
Taunton  Jan.  31, 1883. 

Charles  H.  Jones,  mnst  in  April  22, 1861 ;  mnst  ont  Jnly  S3, 1861 ;  re- 
entered the  service  as  Mrgeant  Co.  C,  S8d  Mass.  Begt.,  and  pro.  to 
first  sergeant 

Daniel  8.  Jones,  mnst  in  April  22, 1861 ;  mnst  ont  Jnly  22, 1861;  after- 
wards held  a  commission,  company  and  regiment  unknown. 

Seril  Knight,  mnst.  in  May  6, 1861 ;  mnst  out  July  28, 1861. 

George  A.  I<eonard,  mnst  In  April  83, 1861 ;  mnst.  ont  Jnly  83, 1861. 

John  L.  Merlgold,  mnst  in  April  88, 1861 ;  mnst.  ont  July  83, 1861;  ra- 
entered  tlie  service  in  Go.  G,  4th  Mass.  (9th  Mass.). 

Peter  McNeill,  most  In  April  83, 1861 ;  mnst  ont  Jnly  82, 1861 ;  re-en- 
tered the  service  in  a  New  York  regiment  and  died  at  David*s 
Island  Hoipltal. 

William  H.  H.  Monroe,  must  In  April  22, 1861 ;  most  ont  Jnly  22, 1861 ; 
re-entered  the  servloe  as  Uentenant  of  Oo.  0, 4tb  Begt  Mass.  Vols, 
(nine  months). 

Abraham  Naylor,  most  in  April  22, 1861 ;  mnst  out  Jnly  4, 1861 ;  dlsch. 
for  disability,  temponury  insanity. 

Joseph  0*Neitl,  mntt  in  April  22, 1861 ;  mnst  ont  July  88, 1861 ;  re-en- 
tered the  service  as  first  sergeant  Oo.  F,  89th  Begt.  Mats.  Volt.;  was 
pro.  first  lieutenant,  and  res.  March  19, 1863;  re-entarad  the  service 
as  captain  of  Co.  D,  60th  Mass.  Begt 

John  B.  PIxer,  mnst  In  April  22,  1861 ;  mnst.  out  Joly  22, 1861 ;  re-en. 
tered  the  service  In  the  29th  Begt,  and  wat  pro.  captain;  died  in 
Cliicago  Jan.  13, 1882. 

Bobert  J.  Plant,  mnst  In  May  6, 1861 ;  mnst  ont  Jnly  23, 1861 ;  re-en- 
tered the  service  as  sergeant  of  Co.  C,  22d  Mast.  Begt. 

Asa  K.  Beed,  mnst  in  April  22, 1861 ;  mntt  ont  Jnly  82, 1861. 

Cynit  B.  Bichardson,  must  in  April  22, 1861 ;  mnst  ont  July  22, 1861. 

Frsderiek  Bichardson,  mnst  In  May  22, 1861 ;  mnst  ont  July  22, 1861; 
re-entered  the  servloe  In  Co.  C,  22d  Begt  Mass;  Vols. 

John  Bock,  must  in  April  22, 1861;  must  ont  Jnly  22, 1861 ;  re-entered 
the  service  as  sergeant  of  Co.  0, 29d  Mass.  Begt.;  was  pro.  to  first 
lieutenant  and  captain ;  at  ejcp.  of  service  in  the  22d  Begt  he  was 
oommissioned  In  a  New  York  regiment 

Squire  Sanford,  must,  in  April  22, 1861 ;  mnst  ont  Jnly  22, 1861. 

Benjamin  F.  Simmons,  must  In  May  0, 1861 ;  mnst  out  July  22, 1801. 

William  W.  Smith,  must  In  April  22, 1861 ;  mnst  out  Jnly  22, 1801. 

Charles  8.  Thomas,  mnst  In  April  22, 1801 :  mnst  ont  July  22, 1801 ;  re- 
entered the  service  In  Co.  F,  39th  Mass.  Begt,  and  served  three 
years. 

Edgar  8.  Thayer,  mnst.  In  April  22, 1861 ;  mnst  out  July  22,  1801 ;  re- 
entered the  service  in  Co.  F,  39th  Mass.  Begt,  and  afterwards  pro. 
to  captain  U.  8.  colored  troops. 

Thomas  C.  Yall,  must  In  April  22, 1801 ;  must  ont^July  22, 1801. 

Michael  W.  Valentine,  mnst.  In  May  6, 1861 ;  must  out  July  22, 1861 ; 
died  at  Tannton  Aug.  2-^,  1878. 

Joaeph  Walker  (2),  mnst.  In  May  0. 1801 ;  mnst.  ont  Jnly  22, 1801 ;  re- 
entered the  service  in  Co.  G,  4th  Begt  (9th  Mass.) 
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COUrAHItCS  0  AND  K  (NINB  llOHTtIS'  MKN), 

Company  G  (Tnunton  LIbIiI  Cluiin)),  Cnpl.  P«uU. 
and  Company  K,  Cupt.  William  11.  B«rtl«tl,  w«nt 
inlo  camp  (Joe  Hooker)  at  LakeTills  Bept.  16, 1802, 
■ind  were  muaterci)  into  the  United  Stales  service  on 
the  23d,  in  the  Fourth  Regiment,  Col,  Walker  in 
cwmmand,  for  nine  months'  duty.  The  regiment  \o(i 
for  New  York  Septeuiber  27th,  and  on  their  arrival 
there  embarked  on  board  the  ship  "George  Peabody" 
for  New  Orleans,  as  a  portion  of  the  "  Banks  expe- 
dition." One  death  occurred  on  tlieir  paaaage,  Wil- 
liam B.  Pratt,  at  Fortress  Monroe,  and  another  at  the 
qnamntiue  hospital  on  their  arrival  at  New  Orleans, 
viz.,  Oscar  A.  Harvey.  After  a  passage  of  forty-seven 
days,  the  regiment  disembarked  at  Carrolltoo,  and 
'left  March  UL  for  Baton  Rouge  by  steamer,  on  their 
arrival  taking  part  in  the  demonstration  against  Port 
Hudson  in  aid  of  Commodore  Farragut's  exploit  of 
passing  the  rebel  batteries.  Left  April  3d,  bj  steamer, 
for  Algiers,  thence  (8th)  to  Brashear  City,  and  on  the 
13th  and  I4th  were  in  the  battle  at  Disland ;  no  cas- 
ualties. Returned  to  Brashear  City,  acting  as  a  gar- 
rison for  that  place,  which  was  of  some  ini|Kirlance  an 
the  base  of  supplies  for  Qen.  Banks'  urmycoriw,  tlien 
on  a  circuitous  route  for  the  investment  of  Port  Hud- 
son. Company  G  was  detailed  for  duty  under  the 
provost- marshal  I  and  charged  with  preserving  peace 
and  good  order,  as  about  two  thousand  rebel  prisoners 
were  received  and  forwarded  thence  to  New  Orleans. 
Capt.  Pauil  acted  as  deputy  provost-marshal,  with  a 
portion  of  his  company,  at  a,  station  siit«en  miles 
below  on  the  line  of  the  railroad,  whose  delicute 
duty  it  was  to  persuade  the  contrabands  to  remain  on 
the  plantations,  instead  of  following  the  army,  as 
inclined,  that  section  of  Louisiana  lieing 
1  the  Emancipation  Proclamation ;  at  the 
Bsme  time  the  law  of  Congress  made  it  s  punishable 
offense  for  an  officer  to  assist  in  the  rendition  of  a 

On  the  30th  of  May  the  regiment  (with  Companies 
O  and  K)  left  for  Port  Hudson,  whore  they  had  a  full 
eharein  the  siege  of  that  place.  On  the  14th  of  June 
followed  the  hand-grenade  slaughter  of  the  brave 
Dien  under  Capt.  Bartlett,  whose  death  has  been  duly 
noticed,  in  the  attempt  to  take  that  fort.  It  was  one 
of  the  deplorable  mistakes  of  the  Banks  campaign, 
lu  a  few  days'  time  must  have  compelled  a  surrender 
of  the  rebels  without  the  reckless  loss  of  valuable 
lives,  accomplishing  nothing. 

Capt.  Paull,  the  senior  captain  in  the  regiment,  was 


they  V 
excepted  i 


frequently  acting  major  commandant  in  the  absent^ 
of  the  regimental  officers  on  detached  duty  or  from 
lllneea.  The  command  of  Oumpauy  K  devolved  ujton 
lAeut.  John  H.  Church  afler  the  death  of  the  lainciitexl 


Gspt.  Bartlett.     Lieut.  Philander  William* 


terniastcr,  after  the  (iromollfui  of  Lieut.  T.  J-  Lothrup 
1*1  the  brigade  quarten.  CompAUiw  O  and  K  had 
the  eunndonce  of  thoofHcera  of  tlie  regiment,  as  tltvy 
wert)  detailed  to  serve  un  all  dllHcult  and  ilungomut 
occasiouH  during  the  camjiaign.    The  ivgitiient  re- 

tilrn«d   homo  in  August,  nnd   Cuntpaiiicv  U  niid   K 

ware  received  tu  Tuuutou  with  hearty  deiaonalnlli 
of  "welcome  home." 
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liuG  H.  OiriMnMr,  dlid  . 
Wtlibiu  ti.i:uiwi»tr,di<i 
WlllUni  U.  GiH.dlKli.ai 
Sr  I'Mior  J.  aHuanU,  dl« 


Kdmrd  U.  Duifo,  dUeb.  si  up.  tiT  Mn 
M^rc'ii  H.  niid,  diKli.  (I  «|j.  of  will 

El  Dull  1>.  Ouclduol,  di»l  April  «,  ItSI. 
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William  K.  Macomber,  dlach.  at  •xp.  ofwrrlce. 

Wlllinni  F.  Macotnbar,  Jr^  died  In  terTlca  July  20, 1M3. 

Ilrnry  Mnrtin,  dlncli.  at  «x|>.  of  SfrTico. 

(}<*<trKP  II.  Man<liall,  dlacli.  at  exp.  of  aprrir^. 

Joliii  L.  MvrrlRold,  dHch.  nt  oxp.  of  aenrica. 

George  II.  Nichola,  diach.  at  ex  p.  of  aerTice. 

AVIIIlMm  D.  PackanI,  diacli.  at  exp.  of  lenrlce. 

Ljninn  Palmer,  dlach.  at  exp.  of  aerTlce. 

George  W.  Peck,  died  Joly  17, 1805. 

Henry  i\  Plilllipa,  died  In  service  June  2,  1863. 

Andrew  W.  Piercf,  diach.  at  exp.  of  aorvlce. 

WHIN  8.  Potter,  wounded  at  Port  Ilndaon  June  15, 1863. 

Knoa  A.  Pratt,  diach.  at  exp.  of  aenrice. 

Willinm  B.  Pratt,  died  In  8«irTloe  Jan.  0, 1863. 

Edwin  F.  Preahrey,  dlach.  at  exp.  of  aervlce. 

Jonlnh  E.  Preebrey,  dlach.  at  exp.  of  serTice. 

Albrrt  F.  Smith,  died  on  ateamer  Aug.  12, 1863. 

Andrew  J.  Smith,  diach.  at  exp.  of  service. 

Wiliinm  11.  Stall,  killed  in  service  June  23,1863. 

Edwin  S.  Thnyer,  dipch.  at  exp.  of  service. 

Joaiah  A.  Tilden,  diach.  at  exp.  of  service. 

Jantoa  A.  Tinkham,  disch.  at  exp.  of  service. 

Edward  E.  Tisdale,  dIsch.  at  exp.  of  service. 

Franklin  D.  Tripp,  dlach.  at  exp.  of  service. 

George  Waldron,  discli.  at  exp.  of  service. 

Dniiiel  It.  WnlkoR,  diach.  at  exp.  of  service. 

Kdsell  II.  Walker,  died  In  eervlce  Btay  II,  1863. 

EInalhan  W»lkfr  (2d),  diach.  at  exp.  of  service. 

Joseph  Walker  (2il), disch.  for  disability  May  6, 1863. 

William  Watts,  disch.  at  exp.  of  service. 

Alexander  White,  disch.  at  exp.  of  service. 

Cliarles  P.  White,  disch.  at  exp.  of  service. 

George  E.  Wilbur,  disch.  at  exp.  of  service. 

Joseph  W.  Wilbur,  disch.  at  exp.  of  service. 

Joaeph  II.  Wilcox,  disch.  at  exp.  of  service. 

Ge«)rgo  F.  Willinms,  disch.  at  exp.  of  service. 

Lemuel  A.  Williams,  disch.  at  oxp.  of  service. 

Frederick  A.  Washburn,  disch.  at  exp.  of  service. 

Henry  P.  Worsley,  died  on  his  way  home  Sept  97, 1863,  on  ataamer. 

COMPANY  K,  FOURTH   REGIMENT  INFANTRY  M.  Y.  M. 

William  II.  Biirtlett,  capt. ;  killed  June  14, 1863,  at  Port  Hudson,  La. 
John  II.  Church,  1st  lieut.  commandant;  dlsdi.  at  exp.  of  service  Aug. 

28, 1863. 
Plillander  Williams,  2d  lleut. ;  disch.  at  exp.  of  service  Aug.  28, 1863. 
Simeon  G.  niandin,  Istaergt.;  disch.  at  exp.  of  service  Aug.  28,1863. 
Caleb  G.  Collins,  sergt. ;  disch.  at  exp  of  service  Aug.  28, 1863. 
Blichnel  Murphy,  color  sergt.;  disch.  at  exp.  of  service  Aug.  28, 1863. 
8amuel  H.  Morse,  sergt.;  disch.  at  exp.  of  service  Aug. 28, 1863. 
George  B.  Paysim,  sergt. ;  died  April  4, 1863,  at  Baton  Rouge,  La. 
Edgar  R.  Sprague,  Corp.;  disch.  at  exp.  of  service  Aug. 28, 1863. 
William  R.  Morris,  corp.;  disch.  at  exp.  of  service  Aug.  28, 1863. 
Stephen  Sweetser,  corp. ;  disch.  at  exp.  of  service  Aug.  28, 1863. 
Tilsou  Fuller,  corp.;  disch.  at  exp.  of  service  Aug.  28, 1868. 
Elieiiexer  Bowman,  oor|>.;  disch.  at  exp.  of  service  Aug.  28, 1863. 
Willinms  I>enn,  Jr.,  corp. ;  disch.  at  exp.  of  service  Aug.  28, 1863. 
Nathan  A.  Simmons,  corp. ;  dlach.  by  Prealdenfs  proclamation. 
Jamrs  A.  Dmcken,  musician ;  died  at  Taunton  May  7, 1870. 
Allen  K.  Basaett,  musician  ;  died  April  0,  1879. 
Manning  W.  Fox,  wagoner;  died  at  Bridgewater  Oct.  22, 1882. 

PrivatM. 

Ilaynes  C.  Aldrich,  disch.  at  exp.  of  service  Aug.  28, 1863. 
Zephaninh  G.  P.  Andrews,  died  May  7, 180:i,at  New  Orleani,  La. 
Dnvid  1).  Babbitt,  disch.  nt  exp.  of  service  Aug.  28, 1863. 
Charles  II.  Barrows,  disch.  at  exp.  of  service  Aug.  28, 1863. 
Oren  L.  Baasett,  disch.  at  exp.  of  service  Aug.  28, 1863. 
Nelson  Billington,  died  at  Taunton. 
Reinhold  Bubser,  disch.  at  exp.  of  service  Aug.  28, 1863. 
Charles  II.  Bnrt,  disch.  at  exp.  of  service  Aug.  28, 1868. 
William  Cnrr,  died  at  Taunton. 

.lobii  Cnssidy,  died  July  18, 1K03,  aC  Port  Hudson,  La. 
Charles  II.  Caswell,  disch.  at  exp.  of  service  Aug.  28, 1803. 
Otis  Caswell,  disch.  at  exp.  of  service  Aug.  28, 1863;  since  died. 
Esekiel  W.  Chamberlain,  dlach.  at  exp.  of  service  Aug.  28, 1863. 
Alvin  R.  Dean,  died  of  wounds  July  22,1863,  at  Port  Hudson,  La. 
Charlss  E.  Dean,  disch.  at  exp.  of  service  Aug.  28, 1868. 


George  E.  Dean,  wounded  at  Port  Hudson,  La.;  disch. at  azp.  of  service 

Aug.  28, 1863. 
Alexander  Drape,  died. 
William  M.  Eddy,  died  Aug.  8, 1863,  on  board  steamer  on  Miaslaslppl 

River. 
Reuben  Ellis,  disch.  Nov.  21, 1862,  disabiUly. 
George  W.  Field,  disch.  at  exp.  of  Mrvlce  Aug.  28, 1868. 
Lewis  B.  Field,  discb.  at  exp.  f»f  service  Aug.  28, 1863. 
Michael  GalTney,  diaoh.  at  exp.  of  service  Aug.  28, 1868. 
Janiea  Galllgan,  died  at  Taunton  Jan.  20, 1864. 
Thomas  Gibbons,  disch.  at  exp.  of  servloe  Aug.  28, 1863. 
William  J.  Gilbert,  disch.  at  exp.  of  service  Aug.  28, 1863. 
Oliver  G.  Gurney.died  at  Taunton  Oct.  1, 1863. 
Cliarles  H.  Hamilton,  diach.  at  exp.  of  service  Aug.  28, 1868. 
George  H.  Handy,  disch.  at  exp.  of  service  Aug.  28, 1863. 
James  B.  Hathaway,  disch.  at  exp.  of  service  Aug.  28, 1863. 
Charles  H.  Hewitt,  discb.  at  exp.  of  service  Aug.  28,  1863. 
Thomas  Larkin,  wounded  at  Brashear  City,  La. ;  lost  a  leg;  disch.  at 

exp.  of  aenrice  Aug.  28, 1863. 
John  Blnloy,  died  at  Taunton. 
Edgar  I«.  Morse,  wounded  at  Port  Hudson,  La.;  lost  an  arm;  disch.  at 

exp.  of  aervloe  Aug.  28, 1863. 
Gilbert  M.  O'Neil,  wounded  at  Port  Hndaon,  La.;  died  at  Taunton  Jnna 

16, 1871. 
Peter  W.  Packer,  died  at  Taunton  Jan.  8, 1874. 
Edwin  Park,  dlach.  at  exp.  of  service  Aug.  28, 1863. 
Benjamin  F.  PauU,  died  Aug.  87, 1863,  at  Taunton,  Mass. 
Henry  C.  Porter,  died  at  home  Sept.  8, 1803. 
WlllUm  Quillan, disch.  at  exp.  of  service  Aug.  28, 1863. 
John  R.  Reed,  died  at  St.  Marj^s  Hospital  Sept.  14, 1863. 
John  Reynolda,  disch.  at  exp.  of  service  Ang.  28, 1863. 
Edward  P.  Roach,  died  at  Taunton. 

William  H.  Rothwell,  disch. at  exp.  of  service  Aug.  88, 1863. 
Hanson  L.  Smart,  died  Aug.  4, 1863,  at  Port*Hudaon,  La. 
George  W.  Stnndlsh,  died  of  wounds  June  29, 1803,  at  New  Orleans,  La. 
Cliarlea  E.  Strange,  disch.  at  exp.  of  service  Aug.  28, 1863. 
William  E.  TMale,  discb.  at  exp.  of  service  Ang.  28, 1803. 
Edwin  R.  Townsend,  disch.  at  exp.  of  aervloe  Ang.  S8, 1803. 
Joseph  F.  Tripp,  disch.  at  exp.  of  Mrvioe  Aug.  28, 1863. 
Patrick  Ward,  died  at  Taunton. 

Alfred  M.  Williams,  disch.  at  exp.  of  aerviee  Ang.  28, 1803. 
WillUm  E.  Wilcox,  diach.  at  exp.  of  aervica  Aug.  88, 1803. 
William  Wood,  disch.  at  exp.  of  service  Ang.  28, 1803. 
William  0.  Wood,  disch.  at  exp.  of  Mrvico  Aug.  88, 1803. 
John  O.  Wright,  disch.  at  exp. of  service  Aug.  88, 1803. 
John  E.  Young,  died  March  30, 1870. 

Beilfnkam  Folanlssrs  qf  Onnponf  K, 

Alex.  R.  Cain,  disch.  at  exp.  of  service  Ang.  28, 1803;  died  April  1, 1867. 

Francis  R.  Hall,  killed  June  14, 1863,  at  Port  Hudson,  La. 

Alden  Whitman,  disch.  at  exp.  of  service  Aug.  28, 1863. 

Sylvester  S.  Whitman,  disch.  at  exp.  of  service  Aug.  28, 1863. 

Killed  In  action,  1  ofllcer,  2  privatea;  died  of  disease  and  wounds,  1 

officer,  23  privates ;  disch.  at  exp.  of  aervloe,  8  oommlsBionedofllcers, 

10  non-commissioned,  and  61  privatea. 

Taunton  Companies  in  the  Seventh  Begiment. 
— The  following  companies,  C,  D,  and  F,  were  in  Col. 
Couch's  regiment,  which  left  Taunton  in  June,  1861, 
an  account  of  which  regiment  is  given  elsewhere : 

COMPANY  C,  SEVENTH  REGIMENT  INFANTRY,  M.  Y. 

Charlea  T.  Robinson,  capt. ;  com.  June  Ifi,  1861 ;  res.  Nov.  12, 1861. 
Edgar  Robinson,  1st  lieut. ;  com.  June  16, 1861 ;  pro.  to  capt.  Aug.  1, 

1861 ;  res.  Feb.  1863. 
William  H.  Gurney,  pro.  to  capt.;  disch.  at  exp.  of  service. 
William  O'Neal,  2d  lieut ;  com.  June  15, 1861 ;  rea.  Nov.  6, 1861. 
Albert  A.  TUiion,  1st  lleut. ;  killed  at  Fredericksburg.l 
Henry  S.  Benton,  1st  sergt ;  dlach.  to  re-enl.  Deo.  26,  1863 ;  died  of 

wounds  July  10, 1864. 
William  M.  Dunham,  1st  sergt ;  killed  May  3, 1863,  Salem  Heights. 
Christopher  0.  Weston,  1st  sergt. ;  pro.  to  2d  lieut.  June  18, 1862,  to  1st 

lieut.  1862 ;  to  capt  May,  1863;  diach.  at  exp.  of  service. 


^  There  were  other  first  and  second  lieutenanta,  but  not  Taunton 
men. 


I«iiuird  Hill 
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ChiurlM  L.  Wllbar,  corp.;  died  of  woanda  at  Froderlekilmrg,  1808. 

Edward  W.  Chftmberlnin,  mnaidan ;  dtach.  for  diMbilltjr,  1861. 

John  N«tl,  nittnlcliMi ;  dlteh.  f«tr  dImlHIity,  180n. 

ETorott  N.  Mnaon,  wngonmr;  dtpdi.  lit  exp.  of  wrrlc*,  1864. 

liewit  n.  Burton,  tmns.  Fob.  12,  to  Uil.A. 

Wlllinm  .1.  Iliirrowii,  diach.  for  dlmbllltj,  1861. 

Henry  II.  IImcIi,  died  Jan.  22, 1864. 

Clirletoiiher  G.  Daiee,  trans.  June  14, 1864,  to  37th  Inf. 

Cyras  B.  Bldwell,  diech.  for  dlsnbtllty,  1861. 

Andrew  BUw,  disch.  by  President's  procUmatlon. 

George  W.  Boston,  died  of  wounds  st  Wilderness,  1864. 

Georf^e  J.  Brlggs,  diseh.  to  re^nlist,  1864. 

Joel  Br1f(gti,  trans,  to  37th  Inf.,  1804. 

AVIIIiam  C.  Brown,  tranii.  to  37tb  Inf. 

Murk  \\.  Bnbeor,  disch.  by  rrcsldont*s  proclamation. 

GhsrlfHi  Hurt,  died  at  White  House  Landing,  Ya.,  1862. 

Wlllinm  II.  Osrpenter,  disch.  at  exp.  of  serrlce,  1864. 

GfH>rge  E.  raswell,  disch.  for  disability,  1863. 

Orville  8.  Ohace,  died  at  Qinip  Brightwood,  1862. 

Realien  Ghaee,  trans,  to  37th  Inf.,  1864. 

Henry  11.  Codding,  clerk  adj.-gen.  staff;  traus.  to  87th  Inf.,  1804 ;  dlich. 

at  exp.  of  serTlce. 
James  Conlln,  died  Jnne  4, 1864. 
James  Cornes,  disch.  by  President's  proclamation. 
William  H.  Craig,  died  at  Ilagcratown,  Md.,  1862. 
Nelson  Pary,  disch.  for  dinahllity,  1862. 
Thomas  Daris,  died  of  wounds  Blay,  1864. 
Jnmes  A.  Dean,  disch.  at  exp.  of  senrice,  1864. 
James  J.  Dean,  disch.  for  disability,  1862. 
John  Dewsnap,  died  on  goTernment  transport,  1862. 
Jeremiah  Dorgan,  died  of  wounds,  1864. 
John  r.  Eddy,  disch.  for  disability.  1863. 
Jeremiah  Eldredge,  trans,  to  87tli  Inf.  June,  1864. 
Bnnjnniin  Farrell,  dlo«l  at  Harrison's  Ijnuding,  1862. 
Edward  Fonon,  disch.  liy  President's  proclamation. 
Benjamin  Y.  Frexier,  disch.  st  exp.  of  sorvice,  1864. 
Noel  B.  Fuller,  disch.  at  exp.  of  senrice,  1864. 
Michael  Galligan,  disch.  by  President's  proclamation. 
Augustus  F.  Gammons,  disch.  for  disability,  1863. 
Edward  Gammons,  disch.  by  President's  proclamation. 
Chnrles  Gay,  dlnch.  for  disability,  1861. 
James  L.  Gay,  died  at  Newport  News,  1862. 
lUlph  Giblis,  disch.  for  disability,  1861. 
James  Goodwin,  killed  at  Wilderness,  1864. 
Alonxo  M.  Guild,  disch.  for  disability,  1862. 
Naman  1).  Hamilton,  disch.  for  disability,  1862. 
Eiiwnrd  B.  Hathaway,  disch.  by  President's  proclamation,  1865. 
lonac  F.  Hathaway,  trans,  to  37tli  Inf,  1864. 
Royal  Ilatliaway,  died  at  Swansea,  Mass.,  1862. 
William  Hathaway,  disch.  at  exp.  of  senrice,  1864. 
Ricliard  h.  Hewitt,  trans,  to  Signal  Corps;  disch.  at  exp.  of  senrloe. 
Eugene  Ilickey,  disch.  for  disability,  1861. 
Horatio  Hudson,  died  of  wounds,  1864. 
George  R.  Ingells,  disch.  for  disability,  1862. 
Alexander  Irving,  disch.  at  exp.  of  service,  1864. 
Honry  H.  Jones,  died  at  Washington,  1862. 
llnnttio  lieach,  disch.  for  dlsaMlity,  1862. 
fteorge  J.  liCe,  died  at  Fredericksburg,  1863. 
Patrick  Leddy,  discharged  by  president's  proclamation. 
Andrew  Leonarrl,  died  at  Newport  News,  1862. 
John  J.  1iOckwoo<l,  disch.  by  Prorident's  proclamation,  1866. 
Jeremlali  BIcCarthy,  disch.  for  disability,  1862. 
Jolin  BIcIiCe,  disch.  at  exp.  of  service,  1864. 
George  Ij.  Btcl«eau,  iliNuh.  by  President's  proclamation,  1865. 
Jnnx'S  BIcBlahon,  disch.  for  disability,  1801. 
.Pntrirk  Bliinu,  lRC:t. 

(?litirles  II.  Blitrlioll,  dlMch.  by  President's  Pniclamation,  1865. 
Jnmes  D.  Blitcliell,  died  nt  Tnunton,  Blass.,  1862. 
James  Mulligiin,  dlMch.  by  Presidents  proclamation,  1865. 
Philip  Blurpliy,  died  at  Andersonvllle,  Ga.,  1864. 
William  Packer,  died  at  Fredericksburg,  Ya.,  1863. 
Alltert  M.  Paull,  disch.  at  exp.  of  service,  1864. 
Blnrcus  R.  Peck,  disch.  by  President's  proclamation,  1865. 
George  N.  Perry,  diich.  by  President's  proclamation,  1865. 
Charles  B.  Pierce,  disr.h.  at  exp.  of  service,  1864. 
Phlneas  M.  Pratt,  disch.  for  disability,  1861. 
Rufus  Raymond,  died  from  wounds,  1864. 


Levi  8.  Baymond,  disch.  for  disability,  1864. 

Henry  E.  Bead,  trans,  to  Yet.  Rat.  Oorpa,  1864. 

John  Rnthwell,  dIseh.  by  Pr«sld«nt*8  proclamation. 

Jamss  Ryan,  disch.  by  President's  proclamation. 

Joseph  E.  Sanford,  died  of  wounds  at  Washington,  1864. 

Frederick  W.  Shaw,  dIseh.  July,  1861. 

Charles  H.  Sherman,  disch.  at  exp.  of  ssrvlce,  1864. 

James  L.  Sherman,  disch.  for  disability,  1861. 

James  N.  Simmons,  disch.  at  exp.  of  senica,  1864. 

Henry  B.  Smith,  died  at  Taunton,  1862. 

John  B.  Smith,  dlsoh.  by  President's  proclamation,  1865. 

William  N.  Smith,  dtoch.  for  disability,  1861. 

Barxlllla  F.  Staples,  disch.  at  exp.  of  servlos,  1864. 

John  Telfonl,  1862. 

George  R.  Trafton,  wounded ;  trans,  to  37th  Inf.,  1864. 

William  E.  Walker,  trans,  to  37th  Inf.,  1864. 

Thomas  J.  Whelan,  disch.  at  exp.  of  service,  1864. 

Darius  M .  Wilbur,  disch.  by  President's  proclamation,  1865. 

Bildad  Williams,  disrh.  at  exp.  of  service,  1864. 

Israel  Williams,  disch.  at  exp.  of  senrice,  1864. 

Isaac  Wilson,  disch.  by  President's  proclamation,  1866. 

William  Willey,  disch.  by  President's  proclamation,  1866. 

COMPANY  F,  SEYENTH  REGIMENT  INFANTRY  MASS.  YOLS. 

Zeba  F.  Bliss,  capt;  com.  June  15,  1861;  wounded;  acting  major  by 

brevet ;  dlsoh.  at  exp.  of  service  Juns  27, 1864. 
Jnmes  M.  Lincoln,  1st  lleut ;  com.  Jnne  15, 1861 ;  res.  Dae.  10, 1862. 
Wright  BIsbee,  1st  lient:  com.  Dec.  SO,  1862;  wounded;  pro.  to  capt; 

res.  Feb.  12, 1864. 
James  R.  .Mathewson,  2d  llsnt. ;  com.  July  15, 1861 ;  pro.  to  1st  lleut 

Nov.  13,  1861 ;  pro.  to  capt  Oct  25, 1862;  disch.  at  exp.  of  servico 

June  27, 1864. 
James  E.  Seaver,  2d  lient;  com.  Nov.  22, 1862;  pro.  to  1st  Uant.  May  6, 

1863;  wounded;  res.  1864. 
diaries  B.  Hathaway,  2d  lleut;  com.  Mv  0»  1863;  ditch,  at  exp.  of  ser^ 

vice  June  27, 1864. 

The  following  members  were  mustered  into  serYice 
June  16, 1861 : 

1.  David  a  Bancroft,  pro.  to  2d  llent  Oo.  E  Juns  19, 1863 ;  and  capt. 

Feb.  1868. 

2.  Charies  T.  Le^  pro.  to  2d  llent  Go.  K  Jan.  10, 1863. 

3.  Charlea  B.  Hathaway,  pro.  to  2d  lient  Oo.  F  May  6»  1863. 

4.  John  U.  Walker,  disch.  Aug.  10, 1862,  for  dlaabRlty. 

5.  Samuel  A.  Angler,  trans.  Feb.  15, 1864*  to  Yet  Bat.  Corps. 

OorpcraU, 

1.  Edward  A.  Pierce,  wounded  at  Wlldemets.Mv  6»1864;  must  out 

July  5, 1864. 

2.  Cliarles  F.  Dean,  pro.  to  sergt ;  killed  at  Fredericksburg  May  3, 1863. 

3.  Welister  Wardell,  died  Sept  10, 1862,  at  David's  Island,  N.  Y. 

4.  William  H.  Harmon,  killed  at  Fredericksburg  May  3, 1K63. 

5.  Francis  E.  Davis,  disch.  Aug.  15, 1861. 

6.  Bei\|nmin  F.  Cunningham,  wounded  at  Fredericksburg  May  3, 1863; 

disch.  Aug.  10, 1863. 

7.  Lowell  M.  Blaxham,  wounded  at  Fredericksburg  May  8,  1863,  In 

co1or>guard ;  disch.  Aug.  18, 1863. 

8.  Theodora  N.  Aldrich,  pro.  to  sergt.;  must  out  July  5, 1864. 
James  E.  Dickens,  drummer ;  must  out  July  5, 1864. 
Greenleaf  Bassett,  flfer;  disch.  Aug.  15, 1861,  for  disability. 
Henry  D.  Moulton,  wagoner;  must  out  July  5, 1864. 

PrivaUt, 

Ticvl  Adsheail,  disch.  by  President's  proclamation. 

William  II.  McAvoy,  dinch.  Aug.  10, 1862,  for  disability. 

John  W.  Bartlett,  must  out  July  5, 1864. 

James  M.  Barton,  must,  out  July  5, 1864. 

Otoorge  B.  Burt,  pro.  to  corp.;  wounded  at  Fredericksburg  May  3, 1863 ; 

must,  out  July  5, 1864. 
John  Brown,  killed  at  Fredericksburg  May  3, 1863. 
John  Buckley,  died  at  Fortress  Blonroe,  Ya.,  Oct  16, 1862. 
James  Burns,  wounded  at  Wilderness  May  5, 1864 ;  re-enlisted ;  trans. 

to  87th  Mass.  June  14, 1864. 
James  Boyle,  diech.  by  President's  proclamstion. 
Wssley  Bridges,  wounded  at  Fredericksburg  May  3, 1863 ;  died  May, 

1863,  at  Potomac  Creek,  Ya. 


HISTORY   OP   BRISTOL  COUNTY,  MASSACHUSKTT8. 


Abnh>ni*ll.  CuweII,  dlKli.  Aiig.  IS,  IIKI,  tar  i1lMlillll]r. 
Burl*  A.  OuiliiuD,  pru.  tu  HrnL;  n-«BlMfd  ;  |in).  lu  id 

Uui.  Toll.  Oct.  13, 18M:  woiindid  M  Bailor^  Oi<*k.  IBM 
AlTlii  Cook,  wouudwl  U  Wlld«nHi  Har  i,  lM«i  mur.  e 

IBM. 
WniJ  Connin,  dlacti.  bj  Pr«la(nt'i  procliiulloD, 
DmTid  H.  I»iin,  •mgiidea  U  FrtihrlekabacB  K^j  3.  I»W|  t 

ta,  1B«3,  lo  Val.  Bo.  Ciirpa;  dlKh.  Jatjr  1, 1104. 
BdwInE.  DouiLu.WDiiudnliiirnanlckK'iirt  MiyS,  IBSai 


Wllll*m  n.  Kiitm,  pnt.  lo  uurv. ; 
William  L.  BiJdJ,  dUch.  Au^,  U 
Iduti  D.  EniuH.  dltoli.  July  2(i, 
Duonn  e.  RllliMl.  x^uRdsd  Hny 

JoHph  Elllolt,pn>.  to  HrgL;  il 


A3 1  tmai  ta  Yd.  Rw.  CiiriK,  i  dli 
at  •ronndi  ncalrad  at  Wlldtri 


Ki>e, 


LocJcn  F.  rroncli,  diKh.  July  10, 1801,  for  dlMLIIIly. 

LHuird   A.  rnncll.  diKh.  July  10,  lU:.  tut  Jlnlillll} ;  diHl   Kdi 

IMI,  Hi  Phll>ul*lplil(. 
Hiu-y  Vf.  rnucli,  dUdi.  far  diHUIItjr,  Fob.  IG,  IMS. 
AlUn  n*ld.  niDiI.  oat  July  t,  l«M. 

Xlljih  A.  Qodniy,  dbich.  by  PcEaldiDI'i  procluoalfoo. 
John  F,  Oaitnj,  diKfa.  Hot.  Sfl,  USI,  fur  dlnblllly. 
B>ni7  T.  Olffsrd,  diKh,  Aug.  IS,  ISfla.  fur  dlulillty. 
Jwpb  a  Ont^Tj,  diKh.  Aug.  B,  IBSt,  lor  diubllily. 

Junta  GruTH,  dl>d  or  wsuiidi  nuiitd  il  Frolorickiburg  May  S,  IB 

Thonu  llnnC,  dUcb,  by  Pmldcnl'l  pnuUmMlun. 

Kdnrd  W.  Hall,  diad  Aug.  is,  IMB. 

JuDM  lloldtD,  womid*!  Uay  3,  IBSSi  mnl.  mt  Jalf  S,  IMi. 

AIMK  lloallllll,  dlKb.  Aug.  IS,  l«el,  rur  dlubllllj. 


FivKrla  11*11,  Diu>t.  DDt  J 

Illy  8,  IIW 

JbIi 

aW.H,ll,pru,lo«Tp,;mu.L 

al  Jul,  6,  IS61. 

J« 

Job 

pb  T.  Hancock,  oiuil 
0  UdII,  dJKb.  Fab.  If 

uulJuly 

B.  IBM, 

Jul 

gLiwoun 

Job 

n  F.  Hathmy,  dbch 

bj  FTHldaui'a  pruclaiuatluB. 

Cbii 

Q[Julr6 

IIW. 

Xd»urd  T.  HnnwlM,  mui 

onl  Jnly 

1,  ISM. 

Obn 

ulJalye 

Tb 

B.MMull.n,JlKh.D«.l,liia 

»<i  K.  Uortou,  kjllad 

kaburg  May  A,  1B«3. 

at  Wlldar 

uana  May  d,  11J04. 

L.. 

0.bu™..dlKli.b,l 

«ldanl'. 

Oh 

rial  L.  Parelral,  wou 

d.ru«.BIa,«,lBM. 

nidtr  Pray,  wonndtd 
1984, 

al  Wilder 

n«.ll.y«,lSMimMl.o. 

Uoyd  W.  Pull,  klllKl  Hi 

burg  Hay  3.  1803. 

Wl 

laui  Park.  pru.  ki  curp,  Dsc.  1, 

Qu 

r^aU.Park,dlar:b.Ja 

n.  18. 181K 

rordlaibilltj. 

S» 

lanltl  Perry,  mini,  o 

iJuIyfi. 

SM. 

July  a, 

Ch 

rlaali.  l'tck,iDual.o 

t  July  6. 

Curpa;  diKl..  July  1,1884 

B*mu>l  W.  BicbiBuiid.  dl 

«l..  Aug. 

8,lB(ll.fordl-billly. 

HJ 

tdarlckaburc  Hay  3.  Ism 

Vat.  RtL  Ooefl  Jan. 

1,1864;  diacb.  Julyl  J8M. 

WII1I«p0.81ow.1I,  muil 

fl,  1884. 

Q« 

rgaStudlay.  ttuUDded 

tkiburgUay3,  ieS3;  In 

B«.  (Jurp.  BcpL  li,  1 

M3i  dUcb 

July  1.  IBM. 

jQb 

oW.SU.w.11,  r^tnl. 

Ttb  Ifaai.  June  14,  1984. 

William  Eluitt,  illKli.  b;  PruldaDi- 

(.  wmiti 


j»ijft,i» 


mill.  Dul  JHlyfi,IB04i  dMJwi.  I»,iailO. 

u  yali  Oaki  Jun>  U,  IKi. 

I,  vwn.^.l  Hi  WlUaraa*  Ha;  8,  ISM  i  n 


EruKw  T.  WlllUna,  dlaah.  Mar.  Id,  IgCI. 
Jamat  Wani,  dlacli.  by  PnaUaufa  pnxlana 
Pblla  B.  Wllbu,  dlad  Maiili  IB,  1881. 
William  V.  Wliliaenl',  diad  MarUi  ai,  IBM, 
Bvarall  Wolibaru,  dUiU.  I>]>  l>iaald*> 

ciiil  »f  aarika  July  8, 18«t. 
(LtauL  Janiaa  K,  SeaTir  nndorcd  yaluaUa  M  Ih  funilalitnc  tiM  Mia 

The  above  companies  were  eiigngetl  in  bnttlei  nt 
Yorktowii.  Vb..  April  3,  1862 ;  &t  Williftnuburg,  Mux 
6tli;  nt  Fnir  Onks,  May  Slst;  Ht  Seven  Piiint.  Jiiiiu 
1st;  ngHin  at  Fuir  Oaks,  June  26tli ;  al  Cliurliw  Oily 
CroBB-Roads,  June  20tli ;  at  llalveru  Hill,  July  lit; 
at  Aiilielam,  Seplember  17tli;  at  WilUunisport,  Sep- 
tember 19th;  at  Frederic kiiburg,  Va.,  Dec.  13  and 
IS,  1S62;  at  Marye'8  HeigbU,  Va.,  May  8,  I»>3; 
Bt  Oeltysbiirg,  Pa.,  July  3il;  at  BappaliBnnock  Sin- 
tion,  Nnvomber  7th;  at  tibnDcelluraville  and  Fred- 
ericksburg, May  3, 1SC3 ;  in  Wilderness,  May  5tlt  aud 
6Lb;  at  SpottsylvBnia,  May  9,  18G4;  at  North  Amu 
River,  Hanover  Court-Uouae,  and  Cold  Harbor  in 
Uay  and  June,  18G4. 

These  companies,  with  the  regiment,  under  Col. 
Johns,  returned  liome  flt  the  expiration  of  service, 
arriving  in  Taunton  June  20,  1864,  and  on  the  Fourth 
of  July  were  jjiveii  a  grand  reception  on  the  Agri- 
cultural Grounds,  where  they  formed,  drilled,  and 
wlicMce  they  depurtpd  tlirco  years  before. 

Hon.  Harrison  Tweed  presided,  making  an  elo- 
quent speech  of  we1(»mc  to  the  vcterniis  of  twenty 
buttles,  lolloweil  by  addrussu»  by  Hun.  S.  L.  Crwkur 
and  by  Muj.  Drown,  and  a  poem  woa  read  by  lluu.  A. 


OOUrAtfV  C.  TWBNTY-SI 


D  RKOtMltNT    UASS.  VOLS. 


This  company  was  recruited  in  Taunton  in  the 
summer  of  1861,  and  ita  officers  and  iion-coiiimia- 
sioncd  oIHccrs  had  seen  service  in  Oouipaiiy  O, 
Fourth  Regiment,  in  the  three  muntlis'  campaign  tlien 
just  ended.  It  was  named  the  "Gordon  Guard," 
after  Onpt.  Timothy  Gordon,  and  woa  attacheil  lo  the 
Twenty-second  Massachusetts  Regiment,  Col.  Henry 
Wilson,  and  served  for  three  ymrs  in  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac.  Hon.  Henry  Williams,  Hon.  U.  l^ 
Crocker,  Capt.  Timothy  Gordon,  Meaata.  S.  N.Suplea 
and  William  H.  Phillips,  with  many  others,  contrih- 
uted  money  and  aided  in  other  ways  in  raising  this 
company,  and  it  cost  the  town  of  Taunton  iiutliing, 
neither  bounty  nor  recruiting  expenaei.  The  roster 
includes  only  those  men  who  resided  in  Taunton. 


TAUNTON. 
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ChnriM  L.  Wllbar,  eorp.;  died  of  woandt  at  Fredcrfektbnrg,  1808. 

Edward  W.  Chnmberliiln,  mnaidan ;  ditch,  for  diMbility,  1861. 

John  Neal,  ninidrlan ;  diteh.  fifr  dImMlitj,  180n. 

Evorott  N.  BUson,  wngonmr;  dlnch.  at  «jcp.  of  wnrloe,  1864. 

liOwiR  It.  Dnrton,  tmna.  Fab.  12,  to  Uil.A. 

WllliRm  .1.  llnrrowH,  disch.  for  diwiblUtj,  1801. 

Ifeiirj  II.  IlMch,  died  Jan.  22,  1864. 

Chrlttophflr  G.  Dea^e,  trans.  June  14, 1864,  to  37th  Inf. 

Cymt  B.  Bidwell,  disch.  for  diaabilttj,  1861. 

Andrew  Dliw,  diach.  hy  Preeident't  proclamation. 

George  W.  Boston,  died  of  wounds  at  Wilderness,  1864. 

Georf^e  J.  Brlggs,  disch.  to  re-enlist,  1864. 

Joel  nriKRS,  tmns.  to  37tli  Inf.,  1864. 

William  V.  Ilmwn,  tmns.  to  37lh  Inf. 

Mnrk  \V.  Biibscr,  disch.  by  Prcsidont*!  proclamation. 

Glisrl«Hi  Hurl,  died  at  White  House  Landing,  Ya.,  1862. 

Willinm  If.  Onrpcnter,  disch.  at  exp.  of  serTice,  1864. 

Grorge  R.  raswoll,  disch.  for  disability,  1863. 

Orvilln  8.  (^lacp,  died  at  Qimp  Brightwood,  1862. 

Renl>en  Cliace,  trans,  to  37th  Inf.,  1804. 

Henry  II.  Codding,  clerk  adj..gen.  staff;  trans,  to  37th  Inf.,  1804 ;  ditch. 

at  exp.  of  senrlce. 
James  Conlin,  died  June  4, 1804. 
James  Comes,  disch.  by  President's  proclamation. 
William  II.  Crnig,  died  at  Ilagrrstown,  Md.,  1862. 
Nelson  Pnry,  disch.  for  disability,  1862. 
Tliomss  Davis,  died  of  wounds  Blay,  1864. 
Jnmes  A.  Dean,  disch.  at  exp.  of  service,  1864. 
James  J.  Dean,  disch.  fur  disability,  1802. 
John  Dewsnap,  died  on  government  transport,  1862. 
Jeremiah  Dorgnn,  die<l  of  wonnds,  1864. 
John  F.  Eddy,  disch.  fur  disability,  186.3. 
Jereminh  Rldreiige,  trans.  to87tli  Inf.  June,  1804. 
Brnjnniin  Farrell,  dtod  nt  Harrison's  Ijnnding,  1802. 
Edward  Fenoii,  disrli.  by  Prrsiilnnt's  prr>cinnmtion. 
Benjamin  V.  Frsxier,  disch.  st  exp.  of  service,  1864. 
Noel  It.  Fuller,  disch.  at  exp.  of  service,  1804. 
Blicliael  Galiigsn,  disch.  by  Prcsidrut's  proclamation. 
Augustus  F.  Gammons,  disch.  for  disability,  1803. 
Edward  Gsmmons,  disch.  by  President's  proclamation. 
Clinrtes  Gay,  dinch.  for  disability,  1801. 
James  L.  Gay,  died  at  Newport  News,  1862. 
lUlph  Giblis,  disch.  for  disability,  1801. 
James  Goodwin,  killed  at  Wilderness,  1864. 
Alonxo  M.  Guild,  disch.  for  disability,  1862. 
Naman  I).  Hamilton, disch.  for  disability,  1862. 
EilwNrd  B.  Hathaway,  disch.  by  President's  proclamation,  1865. 
Isnac  F.  lUthaway,  trans,  to  37th  Inf.,  1864. 
Royal  Hatliaway,  died  at  Swansea,  Mass.,  1862. 
William  Hathaway,  disch.  at  exp.  of  service,  1804. 
Richard  h.  Hewitt,  trans,  to  Signal  Corps;  disch.  at  exp.  of  tertloe. 
Eugene  Ilickey,  disch.  for  disaldlity,  1801. 
Horatio  Iluilson,  died  of  wonnds,  1804. 
George  R.  Ingells,  disch.  for  disability,  1802. 
Alexander  Irving,  disch.  at  exp.  of  service,  1804. 
Henry  H.  Jones,  died  at  Washington,  1802. 
Ilomtio  lieacli,  disch.  for  disability,  1802. 
<^eorge  J.  Ijce,  died  at  Fredericksburg,  1803. 
Patrick  Leddy,  dtscliarged  by  president's  proclamation. 
Andrew  Leonard,  died  at  Newport  News,  1862. 
John  J.  liockwood,  disch.  by  President's  proclamation,  1866. 
Jeremiali  McCarthy,  disch.  for  disability,  1862. 
John  BIcLee,  disch.  at  exp.  of  service,  1864. 
George  L.  BIcI<oaii,  disch.  by  Prosident*s  proclamation,  1865. 
Jnnu'S  BIcBIahon,  disch.  for  disability,  1801. 
.Pntrirk  Blllan,  180.1. 

(;bnrles  II.  Blitcheli,  disch.  by  President's  Proclamation,  1866. 
James  D.  Blitchell,  died  at  Tsnnton,  Blass.,  1862. 
James  Muliignn,  dincii.  by  President's  proclamation,  1865. 
Philip  Blurpliy,  died  at  Andemonviile,  Ga.,  1804. 
William  Pncker,  died  at  Fredericksburg,  Va.,  1803. 
AU>ert  M.  Panll,  disch.  at  exp.  of  service,  1804. 
Btiircus  R.  Peck,  disch.  by  President's  proclamstiou,  1805. 
George  N.  Perry,  di«ch.  by  President's  proclamation,  1805. 
Cliarles  B.  Pierce,  disch.  at  exp.  of  service,  1804. 
Phiness  M.  Pratt,  disch.  for  disability,  1861. 
Rufns  Raymond,  died  from  wounds,  1804. 


Lert  8.  Raymond,  dtoeh.  for  dltablUtj,  1864. 

Henry  E.  Reed,  trans,  to  Vet.  Rat.  Oorpt,  1864. 

John  Rothwell,  ditch,  by  Pr«tldtnt*i  proolamatlon. 

Jamet  Ryan,  dIteh.  by  Pretldant's  proclamation. 

Joseph  E.  Sanford,  dlad  of  woandt  at  Wathlngton,  1864. 

Frederick  W.  Shaw,  ditch.  Jnly,  1861. 

Charlet  H.  Sherman,  disch.  at  exp.  of  service,  1864. 

Jamet  L.  Sherman,  disch.  for  ditaUUty,  1861. 

Jamet  N.  Simmont,  ditch,  at  exp.  of  tenrtoe,  1864. 

Henry  B.  Smith,  died  at  Taunton,  1862. 

John  B.  Smith,  ditch,  by  Pretldent*t  proclamation,  1866. 

William  N.  Smith,  ditch,  for  ditablllty,  1861. 

Bandllia  F.  Staples,  ditch,  at  exp.  of  tervloe,  1864. 

John  Telford,  1802. 

(}eorge  R.  Trafton,  wounded ;  trant.  to  37th  Inf.,  1864. 

William  B.  Walker,  trant.  to  37th  Inf.,  1864. 

Thomas  J.  Whelan,  disch.  at  exp.  of  service,  1864. 

Darius  M.  Wilbur,  ditch,  by  Preddenft  proclamation,  1866. 

Bildad  Willlamt,  ditch,  at  exp.  of  terrlce,  1864. 

Israel  Williams,  ditch,  at  exp.  of  tenrice,  1864. 

Isaac  Wilson,  ditch,  by  Pretldent't  proclamation,  1866. 

William  Wllley,  ditch,  by  President's  proclamation,  1866. 

COMPANY  F,  SBTBNTH  REGIMENT  INFANTRY  MASS.  VOLS. 

Zeba  F.  Bilti,  capt;  com.  June  16,  1861;  wounded;  acUnc  major  by 
brevet ;  disch.  at  exp.  of  lervlce  June  27, 1864. 

Jsmes  M.  Lincoln,  Ist  llent;  com.  June  16, 1861 ;  ret.  Dec.  19, 1862. 

Wright  BIsbee,  1st  llent:  com.  Dee.  80, 1862;  wounded;  pro.  to  capt; 
res.  Feb.  12, 1864. 

Jsmes  R. .Blathewton,  8d  llent.;  com.  July  16, 1861;  pro.  to  Itt  lieut 
Nov.  1.3,  1801 ;  pro.  to  capt  Oct  26, 1862;  ditch,  at  exp.  of  tervlce 
June  27, 1864. 

Jamet  E.  Seaver,  2d  llent;  com.  Mot.  22, 1862;  pro.  to  let  lleut  May  6, 
180U;  wounded;  res.  1864. 

Cliarles  B.  Hathaway,  2d  lleut;  com.  Blaj  6»  1863;  ditch,  at  exp.  of  ser- 
vice June  27, 1864. 

The  following  members  were  mustered  into  service 
June  15,  1861 : 

1.  David  C.  Bancroft,  pro.  to  2d  lleut  Oo.  E  June  19, 1868 ;  and  capt. 

Feb.  1863. 

2.  Chartst  T.  Lee,  pro.  to  2d  lleut  Oo.  K  Jan.  10, 1863. 

3.  Cliarlet  B.  Hathaway,  pro.  to  2d  lieut  Oo.  F  Blay  6»  1868. 

4.  John  U.  Walker,  ditch.  Aug.  10, 1862,  for  dlaaUlltj. 

5.  Samuel  A.  Angler,  trant.  Feb.  16, 1864*  to  Tet  Bea.  Oorpt. 

Cbrporoli. 

1.  Edward  A.  Pierce,  wounded  at  Wlhlemett .  Blaj  6»  1864;  mutt  out 

July  5, 1864. 

2.  Charlet  F.  Dean,  pro.  to  sergt ;  killed  at  Fredericktburg  May  3, 1863. 

3.  Wetoter  Wardell,  died  Sept  10, 1862,  at  Davld't  IsUnd,  N.  Y. 

4.  William  H.  Harmon,  killed  at  Fredericktbnrs  Maj  3, 1863. 

5.  Francis  E.  Davis,  ditch.  Aug.  16, 1861. 

6.  Bei\lamln  F.  Cunningham,  wounded  at  Fredericktimrf  May  3, 1803; 

disch.  Aug.  10, 1863. 

7.  Lowell  M.  Maxham,  wounded  at  Fredericktburg  May  8,  1863,  In 

oolor-goard ;  disch.  Aug.  18, 1863. 

8.  Theodore  N.  Aldrlch,  pro.  to  sergt.;  mutt  ont  Jnly  6, 1864. 
James  E.  Dickens,  drummer ;  must  out  July  6, 1864. 
Greenleaf  Bassett,  flfer;  ditch.  Aug.  16, 1861,  for  ditabillty. 
Henry  D.  Moulton,  wagoner;  mutt  out  Jnly  6, 1864. 

Prbratet. 

IjcvI  Adthoail,  ditch,  by  Pretldent't  proclamation. 

William  II.  McAvoy,  dlnch.  Aug.  10, 1802,  for  ditablllty. 

John  W.  Bartlett,  mutt  out  July  6, 1864. 

James  M.  Barton,  must  out  July  6, 1864. 

George  B.  Burt,  pro.  to  oorp.;  wounded  at  Fredericksburg  May  3, 1803 ; 

must,  out  July  5, 1864. 
John  Brown,  killed  at  FrederlcksDurg  May  3, 1863. 
John  Buckley,  died  at  Fortress  Blonroe,  Va.,  Oct  10, 1802. 
James  Burns,  wounded  at  Wlidernees  May  5,1804;  re-enllsted;  trans. 

to  37th  Blass.  June  14, 1864. 
James  Boyle,  disch.  by  President's  proclamstlon. 
Wealey  Bridges,  wounded  at  Fredericksburg  May  3, 1863 ;  died  May, 

1863,  at  Potomac  Creek,  Va. 
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Jtnmt  W  0»,  iBuiU  B.I  JbI/  9.  IBM.. 

Jm- 0»|wr.  uurt .  wi  Jul^  S,  1«M. 

JmoAi  OUMdlM,  Jli«h.  D«.  iS.  IWl.  tit  ilmWiU}. 

AhnhWD  11.  i:h»II,  Jlwl>,  Aa|.  II,  IMU,  lur  dlnbllltr. 

W  ll«i(.  J7I1. 

Khl  Voll.  Ocl.  13,  IWM  !  ODHUdid  ■!  Billm^  DiHk. 

■M. 

out  July  8, 

IIM. 

BIwuO  ODnn.n,  11  Kb.  by  PrMld<H>(-i  imxIuuXiiiii. 

DitM  K.  Dhd.  wuuiidKl  11  FtsIirtcUburx  Uhf  3. 1H3 

;  InDLtapl. 

1*.  IBIH,  to  V«L  lU..  Cuipii  Jl«b.  Jutjr  I,  18M. 

Edvlu  X.  DDuflu,  wDuiidBd  u  rraddickiLurg  Mi^  3,  IB 

July  a,  IM. 

B>iiif>  R.  D«ii,  dlich.  A<ig.  Il\  lUI.  Ibr  dliiMUIy. 

WlllluB  H.  K-lM,  pn.  lo  uip.  1  m<ut.  oul  July  H.  ISOl. 

WUIlHB  L.  BJdj,  d«h.  A««-  It,  IMI,  for  dl-bHlv. 

Loiii  D.  bBin.  Jtecb.  July  SU.  IM2. 

DaBcui  8.  KllJall.  Huundwl  Miy  3,  ISUi  trim  lo  V*l.  Rm 

Cori«.iJf«b. 

Juljl.lM*. 

lii—Vh  Blllc/ll,iin.  Is  Hr(L;dtBd  or  wootHli  nctltxl 

(  Wlld«ii«i 

KV  •.  ISM. 

OwTf*  W.  Fi-rfcrtl,  mint,  onl  Jh1»  t,  IBM. 

Lneiui  r,  rnibeli,  dtKli.  July  au,  IMi,  r^r  dUiblllly. 

Lnuvd  A.  rimnch.  Jbcb.  July  to.  lUi.  r.ir  dlHhltliy 

lM2,ilFbllMl>lptil>. 

B*arj  W.  Fnudi,  dbdi.  for  <1lBblllty.  K>b.  1»,  l««a. 

AllHrt  FUld.  moM.  imt  July  6,  IIM. 

WiUluB  U.  Fould^  dlKb.  Au(.  t\  lata. 

JsIh  T.  Ooitnt.  dlaeb.  Hoi.  !fl,  IBM,  fur  ill-blllly. 

BMiry  T.  QlffDrd,  dlBb.  Au|.  16,  IBcQ.  lot  dliublllly. 

Jwpb  0,  On(ury,  diKb.  Aug.  B,  IBM.  for  dl«bllliy. 

dlad  Id  I8«a. 

Jum  Oram,  dl>d  ol  wodikIi  nult>d  ml  FCBaerlckiburg 

It.y  3,  1803. 

Tbomu  nuul.  dUcb.  by  PrHid.ul^  proel.ui.Uoo. 

Edvird  W.  Hill,  dM  Aof.  10,  IHW. 

JWM  HoMm,  ««nM  Bmjr  »,  l«B;  But.  out  July  0,  IBM. 

AlbKl  BaiklH,  dl»b.  Aug.  IG,  1801,  fcr  cK.iiLiliiy. 

[orUi.,  kllltd  (I 


Lluyd  W.  Pntl,lil 

Wllllua  Pu-k,  pro. 

MBM. 

Nubnnlil  Pirry,  n 
Charln  B.  Piln,  n 
Obsr1«  II.  I'Kk,  □ 


JuhD  W.  Blowsll, 
WllUim  Sliiw,  Ul. 


■I  rr*derlck>l>uiv  H&y 


■>  0,  8n>i 


1.  II,  iMi,  fu(  divuiiif  I  dBM  u 


tlHiiy  Tbiulxr.  illHli.  H<ii.  10.  lUI. 

Kdwln  U.  Triokty,  BBal.  oul  July  A,  IMl. 

KdolD  a  11i*y*T.  r*.>Bl.  1  IriH  ta  ITib  Hul  Jnna  t«.  IMI. 

Oollo  8.  WHBDtt.  pru.  lu  coilLi  dlKk.  &••(.  M.  lan.  (or  JloUUlT. 

lUi'knIWilikiDH.a.iMi.oylJnIyS,  IBMidUd  Ju.  10,  tUO. 

Jobo  WlilM,  hill*!  al  Fair  ftiki  Junt  It.  ISCt. 

a.»u(l  K.  WllllaiiH,  HDuaO'd  nl  WlLdincv  Blajr  A,  ItM  1  *■>.  M 

July  S,  IML 
Rnutu  T.  VrilMuu,  dUeb.  Mot.  IB.  I«01. 

Plilfo  B.  Wllbar,  died  Unreh  IB,  IBftl. 

Wllllim  V.  WlUlcenb.  dlod  Hsrvli  Su,  IWl. 

■ibri^ii  WulilHini,  dlcU.  by  P<Hld>i.f.  |«u)luM(l«n. 

DHl  uf  Hril»  July  $,  IBM. 

(Mwl.J>ii>HK.Sc.»rr<Dd>r«l>i>lu*l.l*WJ  lu  rurntAlHf  IWnA 
of  ILL.  r.(lu»ul.) 

Tlie  above  compHnies  nure  engaged  in  baliira  >i 
Yorktown,  Va.,  April  3,  1S62 ;  at  WillinmsburK,  Unj 
5Ui ;  at  Fair  Oaks,  Maj  Slat ;  at  Seven  Phint.  Jaot 
iBtj  again  at  t'uir  Oaks,  June  25tli ;  nl  Charles  Oil]' 
Croaa-Ronds,  June  20tb  ;  at  UaWcrn  Hill,  July  IbI; 
at  AiiUetain,  September  17th  ;  at  WillinDisport,  S«p- 
t«Tiiber  19th  ;  at  Fredericksburg,  Va.,  Dec.  IS  uiii 
15,  1S62;  at  Marie's  Heigbta,  Va..  M«y  3,  16£3; 
at  Qettyabtirg,  Pa.,  July  3il ;  at  Bappahnnaock  Sta- 
tion, November  7th;  at  Clianeelloraville  and  Fred* 
erickaburtt,  May  3, 1863 ;  in  Wiltlerneas,  May  51h  and 
Gtb;  at  Spottsylvauia,  May  9,  1864;  at  North  Adm 
Kiver,  Hanover  Gourl-Houae,  and  Cold  Harbor  ia 
May  and  June,  18tj4. 

These  compaaieB,  with  tlie  regimeat,  under  OoL 
Jolini,  returned  home  at  the  expiration  of  aeiviee, 
arrivinj;  in  Taiinlon  June  20,  1864,  and  on  the  F'ounh 
of  July  wore  K'^'en  a  grniid  rece|Hi»n  nn  tht  Agri- 
cultural Grounds,  where  they  Tormed,  drilled,  and 
whence  they  ilqinrted  tliree  yeani  bcrure. 

Hon.  Harriaoii  Tweed  presided,  iiiukiag  an  elo- 
quent Bpcccli  of  welcome  lo  the  vclumiia  of  tweniT 
biilllea,  folluwa)  by  iiddrciiaisi  by  llun.  S.  L.  Crocker 
and  by  Mnj.  lirown,  and  u  jioeni  was  read  by  Hon.  A. 
M.  Ide. 

U3UPANV   C.  TWKNTV-SKCOND   RKI';tlli:NT     M.tSS.   VOLS. 

This  company  was  recruited  in  Taunton  in  tlie 
Buinmcr  of  18t>l,  uiid  its  officers  iiiid  iion-commii- 
aioiicd  otliccrs  hud  suen  service  in  Coui|iniiy  li, 
Fourth  llegiiiieiit,  in  tlie  three  nioutlia'  canipaifru  then 
just  ended.  It  was  ntiined  the  "Gordon  Giianl," 
after  Cnpt.  Timothy  Gordon,  and  wits  nttacbeil  to  tli« 
Twenty-second  MasaacbusetUi  Jtcginient,  Col.  Henry 
WilBon,  Hnd  served  Tor  three  years  in  the  Army  a( 
the  Potomac.  Hon.  Henry  Williunis,  Jlon.  S.  L 
Crocker,  Oapt.  Timothy  Gordon,  MesHra.  S.  N.  Staples 
and  William  H.  Pbillijis,  with  many  others,  conirib- 
uted  money  and  aided  in  other  waya  in  niiiting  this 
company,  and  it  cost  the  town  of  Taunton  noibin^, 
neither  bounty  nor  recruiiinK  expenses.  The  ri»ier 
includes  only  those  men  who  reaidod  in  Taunton. 
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Andrew  A.  WMtoott,  Appointed  corp^  186:) ;  wounded  »nd  cnptured,  Maj 

8. 1864,  at  8|tottf  jlmnla,  Vr.  ;  died  Jane  1, 18M,  a  priaoner  In  Rich- 
mond, Va. 

Jeaw  Wood,  dlecli.  Dec  20, 1863. 

Roland  P.  Woodward,  wonuded  Maj  6, 1864,  at  WUdeniesB,  Va. ;  diach. 

June  2, 1865. 
Edward  M.  Woodward,  appointed  corp.,  Nov.  1, 1863;  wounded  If aj  10, 

1864,  at  SpottayWanla,  Va.;  dIach.  June2,1866;  died  April  10, 1870. 
George  T.  Woodward,  trana.  to  Signal  Oorpa  Aug.  12,  1863;  di«d  In 

Taunton,  Sept.  17, 1865.  * 

Matthew  Woodward,  bugler,  chief  musician.  Not.  1,  1863  ;  diach.  June 

2. 1865. 

CHiarlea  A.  Ilarnet,  recnilteil  Pec.  28, 1863;  died  July  14, 1864. 

TliiH  c()ni)mny  pnrtici])ntc(1  in  the  battles  at  Mine 
Uiin,  WihlerneM,  Laurel  Hill,  Spottsylvania,  Tolo- 
potomy  Creek,  Bcthesda  Church,  North  Anna,  Cold 
Harbor,  White  Oak  Swamp,  Petersburg,  Weldon 
Railroad,  BcUfield,  Hatcher's  Run,  Gravelly  Run, 
Five  Forks,  Lee's  Surrender 

VOLUNTEER  RECRUITS  AND  DRAFTED  MEN 

Who  pamtd  through  th«  provott-ntanhaVt  oJSee  into  the  United  State*  eerviee 

Jrvm  TounUm  in  1864  tmd  1865.1 

Lewis  B.  Harvey,  liit  Car.;  en  I.  Aug.  8, 1864. 

Ira  A.  Whito,  IttCav.;  enl.  Aug.  8, 1864. 

OllTer  A.  White,  23d  Unattached  Heavy  Art.;  enl.  Aug.  23, 1864. 

Marcua  W.  Wheeler,  29th  Unattached  Heavy  Art ;  enl.  Aug.  29, 1864. 

John  roulds,  2d  Batt  Light  Art ;  enl.  Sept  2, 1864. 

George  W.  Sweet,  2d  Datt  Light  Art ;  enl.  Sept  2, 1864. 

Frank  L.  Thayer,  2d  Datt  Light  Art;  enl.  Sept.  2, 1864. 

Warren  Woodward,  2d  Bntt  Light  Art ;  enl.  Sept  2, 1864. 

Charlea  R.  Dean,  2d  Heavy  Art ;  enl.  Sept  3, 1864. 

William  H.  I*hlillpa,29ib  Mane.  VuK;  enl.  Sept  3, 1864. 

Enoe  L.  WiUiamii,  24l  Datt.  Light  Art ;  enl.  Sept.  5, 1864. 

John  B.  Giil,2il  Datt  Light  Art;  enl.  Srpt  5, 1864. 

George  1).  Harvey,  2il  Datt.  Liglit  Art;  enl.  Sept  6, 1864. 

Jamea  L.  Leonard,  2d  Uatt  Light  Art ;  enl.  Sept  5, 1864. 

Ellas  r.  Woodward,  2d  Datt.  Light  Art ;  enl.  Sept.  6, 1864. 

DeiOamIn  F.  Drown,  3d  Heavy  Art. ;  enl.  Sept  26, 1864. 

Francis  L.  Carpenter,  2d  Batt  Light  Art. ;  enl.  Dec  1, 1864. 

Frank  T.  Burns,  18th  Unattached  Mass.  Vols. ;  enl.  Dec  7, 1864. 

William  T.  Ruyd,  18th  Unattached  Mass.  Vols.;  enl. Dec. 7, 1864. 

Edwin  E.  DouglasR,  18tli  Unattached  Mass.  Vols.;  enl.  Dee.  7, 1864. 

William  L.  Eddy,  18th  Unattached  Blass.  Vols.;  enl.  Dw^  7, 1864. 

Charles  F.  Oljnn,  18th  Unattached  Mass.  Vols. ;  enl.  Dec  7, 1864. 

Sanfird  A.  Moreo,  1 8th  Unattached  Mass.  Vols.;  enl.  Dec.  7, 1864. 

Pnrid  NcVay,  IHih  Unattached  Mass.  Vols. ;  enl.  Dec  7, 1864. 

Willinm  II.  Paine,  18th  Unattached  Bfass.  Vols.;  enl.  Dee. 7, 1864. 

Ilodijali  L.  Tledale,  18th  Unattached  Mass.  Vols. :  enl.  Dee.  7, 1864. 

William  v..  Wood.  18th  Unattached  Mass.  Vols. ;  enl.  Dec.  7, 1864. 

Ctiarim  A.  Boardman,  Capt.  Keith's  Company,  Blass.  Vols. ;  enl.  Dee.  8, 

1864. 
Warren  Ounhee,  Capt.  Keith's  Company,  Mass.  Vols.;  enl. Dee.  14,  1864. 
JoM>pli,  McBlahun,  Onpt.  Keith's  Company,  Mnss.  Vols. ;  enl.  Dec  14, 1864. 
Franch  II.  Tliayer,  Oipt.  Keith's  Company,  Mass.  Vols. ;  enl.  Dec  14, 

IRni. 
Charles  Gavin,  C^pt.  Koith's  Comfiany,  Mass.  Vols.;  enl.  Dec.  16, 1864. 
Timothy  A.  Welch,  i:Uh  Bat  Light  Art;  enl.  Dec.  20, 1864. 
Andrew  G.  Dean,  Bat  Cav.  fur  frontier  defense;  enl.  Dee. 29, 1864. 
Alfred  A.  Poan,  Bat.  Cav.  fur  fmnller  defense;  enl.  Dee.  29, 1864. 
William  Dean,  Jr.,  Bat  Cav.  for  frontier  defense;  enl.  Dec.  29, 1864. 
Clmrlne  W.  Dvan,  lint.  Cav.  for  frontier  defense ;  enl.  Dec.  29, 1864. 
OIIb  B.  Picrco.  Bat  Cav.  for  frontier  ditfoiise;  cnl.  Dec.  29,  18C4. 
l-Mward  B.  Baldwin,  Bat.  Cav.  for  frontier  dofensc;  enl.  Dec.  30, 1864. 
Alltert  L.  Carpenter,  Bat.  Cav.  for  frontier  defense ;  enl.  Dec.  30,  1864. 
George  W.  Mackor,  Bat.  Cav.  for  frontier  defense  ;  enl.  Dec.  30, 1864. 
Nathan  0.  Walker,  02d  Mass.  Vols. ;  enl.  Jan.  23,  1865. 
William  L.  Dean,  62<l  Blaiis.  Vols.;  enl.  Jan.  24,  1865. 
Manlins  B.  Leonard,  62(1  Mass.  Vols.;  enl.  Jan.  28,  1865. 
Frederick  T.  Kelson,  62d  Mass.  Vols.;  enl.  Jan.  31, 1805. 
Theodore  Eayes,  Sheridan's  Cavalry;  enl.  Dec.  7,  1864;  died  In  service 

at  New  Orleans. 


1  No  record  sent  of  discharge,  all  three  years  ox  during  the  war. 


Lncien  E.  Frauds,  Cavalry  frontier  dsfsnse;  snl.  Dec  20, 1864. 
John  Keys,  rap.  rsernit  for  Edmund  Baylies ;  ent  Aug.  1, 1864. 
Edward  HIckey,  13th  Light  Art  rap.  recruit  for  Mr.  Bd.  Baylies;  enl. 

Aug.  6,1864. 
George  Studly,  2d  Heavy  Art.;  enl.  July  29, 1864. 
Charles  S.  Anthony,  2d  Liglit  Art.;  enl.  Sapt  2, 1864. 
Charles  H.  Hamilton,  2d  Light  Art;  enl.  Sept  8, 1864. 
Jeremiah  Sulivan,  61st  Mass.  Vols. ;  enl.  Sapt.  8, 1801. 
Lorin  Feren,  2d  Light  Art. ;  enl.  Sapt  3, 1864. 
John  Kirby,  2d  Heavy  Art.;  enl.  Sept  8, 1864. 
Peleg  B.  Whilemore,  2d  IJght  Art ;  snl.  Sapt  2, 1804. 
George  W.  Peck,  2d  Light  Art ;  enl.  Sept  5, 1864. 
Willis  8.  Potter,  2d  Light  Art ;  enl.  Sept  5, 1864. 
David  Annts,  2d  Light  Art. ;  enl.  Sept  6, 1864.  ^     , 

Rufbs  F.  White,  12th  Heavy  Art;  enl.  Sept  14, 1864. 
Thomas  Morgan, 2d  Heavy  Art;  enl. Sept  21, 1864. 
George  W.  Fuller,  7th  Light  Art ;  enl.  Sept  21, 1864. 
Charles  K.  Brown,  lit  Mass.  Cav. ;  enl.  Sept.  26, 1864. 
John  C.  Maynard,  10th  Light  Bat;  enl. Sept  28, 1864. 
Henry  Kean,  1st  Mass.  Oav.;  enl.  Nov.  1, 1864. 
Oacar  Rabethge,  19th  Mass.  Vols.;  enl.  Nov.  8, 1864. 
Daniel  I.  MoAsklll,  1st  Ragt  Heavy  Art;  enl.  Nov.  11, 1864. 
Patrick  H.  Concha,  19th  Mass.  VoUk ;  enL  Nov.  12, 1864. 
Moses  Marrler,  10th  Bat  Light  Art ;  ani.  Nov.  21, 1864. 
Levi  K.  Oongdon,  18th  Unattached  Inf. ;  anl.  Dae  7, 1864. 
Nelson  R.  Read,  18th  Unattaehad  Inf.;  auL  Dec  7, 1864. 
Asa SafTonl,  18th  Unattaehad  Mass.  Vols.;  anl.  Dec  7, 1864. 
Patrick  Murphy,  13th  Bat  Light  Art ;  anl.  Dec  26, 1864. 
StIIIman  D.  Eddy,  I2th  Unattaehad  Heavy  Art.;  anl.  Aug.  29, 1864. 
George  Austin,  2d  Heavy  Art;  anl.Sapi.  8, 1864. 
Alonso  P.  Sanford,  18th  Unattached  Maas.  Tola. ;  enl.  Dec  7, 1864. 
William  A.  Wheeler,  18th  Unattached  Mast.  Vols.;  anl.  Dec  7, 1864. 
William  G.  Wood,  18th  Unattached  Mass.  Vole;  enL  Dec  7, 1864. 
Wsston  Wordell,  18th  Unattached  Maas.  Tola. ;  ant  Dae  7, 1864;  discb. 

Jan.  24, 1865. 
George  A.  Flake,  61st  Bagt  Mass.  Tola. ;  anl.  Dee.  8, 1864. 
John  Bntsanberger,  19th  Ragt.  Mass.  Vols. ;  anl.  Dae  9, 1864. 
Henry  T.  Bond,  Oapt  Kalth*8  Unattached  Oompasy  Mass.  Vols.;  anl. 

Dec.  14, 1864. 
Andraw  W.  Delano,  Oapt  Katth*8  Unattaehad  Oompany  Maas.  Vols. ;  enl. 

Dec  14, 1864. 
Bevben  F.  Delano,  Jr.,  Oapt  Keltb*k  Unattached  Company  Mass.  Vols. ; 

enl.  Dec  14, 1864. 
Jamea  O'Connan,  Oapt  Kalth*k  Unattaehad  Oompany  Maas.  Vols.;  anl. 

Dec  14, 1864. 
Jamea  D.  W.  Seymoar,  Oapt  Keltb*s  Unattaehad  Oompany  Mass.  Vols. ; 

anl.  Deo.  14, 1864. 
Frank  P.  White,  Oapt  Keith's  Unattached  Oompany  Mass.  Vols.;  enL 

Dec  14, 1864. 
Joseph  Garrity,  Q^t  Keith's  Unattached  Company  Mass.  Vols.;  enl. 

Dec  16, 1864. 
James  B.  Oonley,  13th  Bat  Light  Art. ;  enl.  Dec  19, 1864. 
Nnman  D.  Hamilton,  13th  Bat  Light  Art.;  enl.  Dec  19, 1864. 
John  Ilanrahan,  13th  Bat  Light  Art;  enL  Dec.  19, 1864. 
Thomas  Noris,  13th  Bat  Light  Art ;  enl.  Dec.  19, 1864. 
Ansel  L.  Cain,  13th  Bat  Ught  Art ;  enl.  Dec.  20, 1864. 
Archibald  McClarence,  Jr.,  13th  Bat  Light  Art ;  enl.  Deo.  20, 1864. 
Bradford  D.  Albro,  13th  Bat  Light  Art ;  enl.  Dec.  21, 1864. 
Patrick  Callahan,  13th  Bat  Light  Art;  enl.  Dec.  22, 1864. 
Edwani  Gallagher,  13th  Bat  Light  Art;  enl.  Dec.  22, 1864. 
Timothy  0*Sliny,  13th  Bat.  Light  Art ;  enl.  Dec  22, 1864. 
Roger  Uadfleld,  Bat  Cav.  for  fW>ntler  defenaa;  enl.  Dec.  27, 1864. 
Simeon  F.  Hall,  Bat  Cav.  for  frontier  defonae ;  enl.  Dec  29, 1864. 
Henry  Holland,  Bat.  Cav.  for  frontier  defense;  enl.  Dec.  20, 1804. 
Charles  B.  Hathaway,  Bat.  Cav.  for  frontier  defenae,  enl.  Dec.  20, 1864. 
AIphouB  S.  Orcutt,  Bat.  Cav.  fur  frontier  defense ;  enl.  Dec.  29, 1864. 
Edward  Uock,  Bat.  Cav.  for  frontier  defense ;  enl.  Dec  29, 1864. 
Thomas  L.  Smith,  Bat  Cav.  for  frontier  defense ;  enl.  Dec  29, 1864. 
Charles  H.  Go(f,  Bat  Cav.  for  frontier  defense;  enl.  Dec  30, 1864. 
Edward  G.  Harvey,  Bat  Cav.  for  frontier  defenae;  enl.  Dec  30, 1864. 
William  A.  Morse,  Bat  Cav.  for  fVontier  defense ;  enl.  Dee.  30, 1864. 
James  A.  Blorse,  Bat.  Cav.  for  frontier  defense ;  enl.  Dec  30, 1804. 
Osborne  E.  Eaton,  Bat  Osv.  for  frontier  defenae;  enl.  Deo.  31, 1804. 
Tniman  N.Guff,  Bat  Cav.  for  frontier  defenae;  enl.  Dec.  81, 1864. 
John  Lansdnle,  Bat  Cav.  for  frontier  defense;  enl.  Dec  31, 1864.  < 

Jiimes  McGhay,  Bat.  Cav.  for  fronUer  defenae;  enl.  Dec  31, 1864. 
Tltumas  Riley,  Bat  Cav.  for  frontier  dafena^ ;  enl.  Dec  SI,  1864. 
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lolin  D.  Bwt.td  Ktm.i  oaundcd  Aui.  IS,  IBM.U  W*Ucni  IUIIrm.), 

dluh.  Jim*  t,  IWS. 
Wffia.ThmJtt.lH  mrtt.,  ADf,  n,  IMt;  dlHh,  Oct.  U,  IStt,  U  lo- 

OlTliI  Wi»d,  Id  Hill,,   Auf.  ka,  IIBl;  in  Hrgt.  Bipl.  ai,  IM3i  «v- 

i»m.  of  U  lltuL  JuD*  7,  18«C. 
□wr(*  II.  BabUll,  3<]  Hrgt.,  Au|.  £!,  1S«V;  nlurnsj  la  nuki  r^b. 

3, 18a3i  dlBh.  Juna^lSU:  died  Dh.  a,  im. 
LiHiui  Gn»k«r.  llh  Higt.,  Aug.  n,  l««2j  HigL-iuiJ.  Oot.  S,  IHli 

dlioh.  D«.  2C,  1IW3,  In  u«pt  cautulaluii  u  captiilii  ITUi  U.  S.  OdJ. 

Troopii  aiad  lu  WwlilDgtoa,  D.  C.,  r<b.  »,  last. 
Wllllum  Dobirt/.  ath  Hrcl.,  Adc  li.  IMt)  Eopluml  Auf.  IB,  ISM. 

uWildonlUllniid;  dJich.  Jhm  I,  IBU. 
Ohu-ta  S,  Tlmnu*,  lal  <Mrt.  i  Auf,  a,  lata ;  rduniid  ta  ruki  Jan. 

OUi  Wubbnrii.  U  catf^  Au(.  »,  IMt;  •xrct-  Hinli  t,  IMSi  dbcb. 

Oct.  20,  IMS;  diid  Fib.1,  lUI. 
J.  Pircl?^  TowuHnd,  ad  caip^  Aug.  £2,  IMI  i  nluruwl  lu  naUUity 
'      i.lBta;  dlKl>.Juo*t,  IBM. 
HglH*  B.Honoa,4lta carp..  Ani.a, IBM;  nrel.  Hoi.l.lMSi  WDiiniltd 

SoliDwD  Wubbam.  Jr.,  Glh  Corp..  Auf.  il,l§ai!  Hrfl.Sipl.  1.  l««3i 

<3*OTst  L.  Ki»pp.atb  carp.,  Au(.21,  IROli  dl«h.  JiiiiaS,  ISM. 
OlivlH  W.  BrfwtMr.  Ilh  carp.,  AoK.  M,  UVi;  dltcb.  Munb  SI,  IMt. 


It.  Oct,  it,  ISOi  ;  (djt.  I>i 


Juir  11.  IBM. 

rnnk8^fiiU>blli.lnH.loSlciu11>>rpi3epl.l,  IWl;  dlKh.  Jnna.  18611, 

GHFf >  L.  BuTuwi,  lisni.  la  Vtl.  Iloi.  Curtn  lUmli  It,  ISUft. 

PnHnad  Brlggm  diKb.  Joua  2.  IKi;  dM  Au(,  20.  IHit. 

Alfnd  BoardiDiii.  trsui  la  U.  S.  Hmrj  April  I,  ISM. 

Banry  A.  Burt,  oaoudtd  May  10,  IMM,  at  Spotujliinla,  Va.;  dlich.  Juna 

Janaa  Dnliigh.  appololad  carp.  Jaii.  1,  IHI ;  vunudad  Mar  ID.  IIM,  ■! 

Spatta}1>u>'a,  Vl;  Hplund  Au(,  IS.  IBM.  •!  Waldsn  lUllroiidi 

dlaoh.  jDnal,IBeil. 
Ofaarlca  II.  Cola,  diacb.  Jaoa  t.  IBU. 
Jnaapb  Diliibin,  Jr..  dlacli.  Jatia  0,  ISU. 
Xnalua  L.  Vaan,  killed  lt*j  It,  IBB4,  al  Spallirlranlh  Va. 


Wllllaia  X.  Dean,  caplurad  Au|.  18, 1»M  i  dl«:b.  Juna  a.  IBM. 


* 


••  O.  JawatI 

.  B.  U>l.  Tn»|a. 
DiD.  Kallar.dl' 


rj  r.  Uunaiil.  dbdi.  Juui  9, 1B6S. 

al  Lincoln,  dM  H.j  lu.  last,  ai  Uural  Hill,  Vn^  fi 

;al*ad  Mar  >>.  I'M,  al  atialXrl'-uU,  Va. 

inlah  LMhjr,  dlacli.  l>ais,  a,  IBM  ;  dM  tiK.  (,  ISTfi. 


JuiaaA.  Lavlar,  caplund  Aag,  ID.  IBM;  iwuladuid  iUhIi.  Ina  nao- 

anl  Huapllal  Juna  13.  IBM  ;  Iliad  Nov,  M.  IMI. 
Wlllliun  W.  llaHB,ap|wlnladnir]iuralUiM,  B.  IBOi;  dlKli.  Juna!,  IMt. 
Aivl.lbaldMfUaranoa.dlicb,  JuiialB.IWI. 
Mutiuaii  Q.  Uakapaaco,  wtfuud<»t  Mar  ^  >I>U1.  at  WI10MK_a.  Va.j  ««fc. 


»Uanl  MItcliall,  Jr.,  dlaali.  Del.  13,  IBSS. 

HMIiiin  Ullcliall,  diad  8at>l.n,  IWK.  al  Kdward^  Varrr.  H<L 

Aliraban  Narlur.  wsuudad  Aa(,  IB,  I«M,  al  Waldou  IbUravl;  UtA. 

Juna  3.  IBM;  prailuualjlii  iiair,lB«l-s^. 
WII1b>aHaI»D.ea|»aiwlM>rB,IWl,alS|«luyl>at<l>,  Va.  1  nsaptuiW 

Hay  H.lBMi  voundad  Auf.  I«,  IHl.  al  Wablun  lu;liuwli  dls*. 

April  IB.  IBM  ;  dlad  Jaa.  It.  I»ai. 

«rp,  D«c  I.  IBM:   WDuMaJ    ratk  T,  k 


Oaonta  W.  Ov.  capturMl  A 


Valdun  Railroad ;  i 


Xban  A.  Rail,  appolalad  oarp.  Sept.  I,  IBtSi  aarcl.  rdi.  1,  IBM;  oap- 

turad  fab.  7,  IBM,  al  lUlolirr'I  RuD  ;  diacb.  Jana  1.  1B« 
laaaa  H.  Ilullaway,  womulad  Aug.  IB.  IBM.al  WaUU^n  Itellraad;  dlKb. 

Snnu  W.  Hall,  caplurad  Uaj  B,  1W1,  al  apultajrlraulo,  Va. ;  rea 
kUy  20,  IBH  ;  dlacb.  April  28.  laea, 

al  Weldon  Ballnad ;  dlad  al  Sallibury,  N.  C,  wblla  a  OunCi 
priaanar.  I>aa.  I],  IMH. 
Piulal  Hall,  trana.  la  Signal  Oorpi  Fab.  U.  18113;  torgl.  Signal 


dmrlat  S.  Boan,  dlidi  Juua  :i,  IBM ;  dlad  Hanli  B,  IMS. 
aargll..  Tllua.iniuudad  H^rB,  IBM.alHl-ulb/lnuia,  Vlj 

Aug.lB,  ISHalWaldoiiKallnwd;  dlacli.  June  t,  IMA. 
ani;  r,  Tbayar,  lnU».  ta  VaL  Rat.  Uurpa,  ITab,  lb,  IBM . 
arraacaTalgh,uauLla  Val,  Kaa.  OorphSapLltB.  IMI. 
loiiiBl  L.  Tlailala.  traiH,  lo  Uullad  lUalaa  Utif,  April  I,  l«M. 
liarl«Tbuuiaa,caplnRd  May  II,  IBM,  naar  aaluaaaialluu,  Va 


Ueorga  W.  Taylar,  dIacb.  Fab.  1, 186L 

l!:dwar>l  IVblUan,  dUob.  Juna  i,  IBM. 

Albert  It.  Wblia,  dlacli.  See.  10.18(12. 

Harold  Walili,  dlacli.  by  I'midaul'i  pmclaoallau. 

Raalien  II.  I>.  Wllliania,  dlad  Jiina  20,  IBAI.al  Waahlugtaa,  D,  C. 

Oauigc  W.  WilBiiu(2<l),dlauk.  Jaii.3,  IWUi  Jruwned  net.  10,  Its;. 

Charln  K.  Wlieelar,  ■miuJad  Uay  B.  IBM,  al  SpoluylaauU,  Va. ; 
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Andrew  A.  WMtootf,ii|tpolnted  corp^  186:) ;  wounded  and  cnptured,  M»j 
8, 1864,  At  SpottsjlTanla,  Va. ;  died  June  1, 1864,  a  priaoner  In  Rich- 
mond, Va. 

Jene  Wood,  diacli.  Dec  29, 1863. 

Roland  P.  Woodward,  wounded  Maj  6, 1864,  at  WIldernesB,  Va. ;  diteh. 
June  2, 1866. 

Edward  BI.  Woodward,  appointed  Corp.,  Not.  1, 1863;  wounded  Maj  10, 
1864,  at  SpottajlvanU,  Va. ;  diacli.  June  2, 1866 ;  died  April  10, 1870. 

George  T.  Woodward,  trans,  to  Signal  Oorpe  Aug.  12,  1863;  died  In 
Taunton,  Sept.  17, 1865.  * 

Matthew  Woodward,  bugler,  chief  mutlclan.  Not.  1,  1863  ;  disch.  Jane 
2,1865. 

Cliarlen  A.  names,  recniiteil  Pec.  28, 18(KS;  died  July  14, 1864. 

Tills  conipnny  pnrtici]mtc(1  in  tlic  battles  at  Mine 
Uiin,  Wilderness,  Laurel  Hill,  Spottsylvania,  Tolo- 
potomy  Creek,  Betliesda  Church,  North  Anna,  Cold 
Harbor,  White  Oak  Swamp,  Petersburg,  Weldon 
Railroad,  Bellfield,  Hatcher's  Run,  Gravelly  Run, 
Five  Forks,  Lee's  Surrender 

VOLUNTEER   RECRUITS  AND  DRAFTED  MEN 

Who  pamtd  through  the  propotl-mar$kar$  t^fiet  iiUo  Ou  United  8laU$  Hrviet 

Jrom  Taunltm  in  1864  and  1865.1 

Lewis  E.  llarTej,  liit  Car.;  onl.  Aug.  8,1864. 

Ira  A.  While,  let  Car.;  enl.  Aug.  8, 1864. 

Oliver  A.  White,  23d  Unattached  Ileavj  Art. ;  enl.  Aug.  23, 1864. 

Blarcus  W.  Wheeler,  29th  Unattached  Heavy  Art;  enl.  Aug.  29, 1864. 

John  Foulds,  2d  Batt.  Light  Art. ;  enl.  Sept.  2, 1864. 

George  W.  Sweet,  2d  Batt  Light  Art ;  enl.  Sept  2, 1864. 

Frank  L.  Thayer,  2d  Batt  Light  Art ;  enl.  Sept.  2, 1864. 

Warren  Woodward,  2d  Batt  Light  Art ;  enl.  Sept  2, 1864. 

Charles  R.  Dean,  2d  Heavy  Art ;  enl.  Sept  3, 1864. 

William  n.  fill  I  lips,  201  h  Mass.  Vul«.;  enl.  Sept.  3, 1804. 

Enos  L.  Willinms,  2«l  Bait.  Light  Art;  enl. Sept.  6, 1864. 

John  E.  0111,2(1  Batt  Light  Art;  enl.  Sept  6, 1884. 

George  B.  Harvey,  2*1  Batt.  Light  Art;  onl.  Sept  6, 1864. 

James  L.  Leonard,  2d  Batt  Light  Art ;  enl.  Sept  6, 1864. 

Ellas  r.  Woodward,  2d  Batt.  Light  Art ;  enl.  Sept  6, 1804. 

Dei^Mnln  F.  Brown,  3d  Heavy  Art. ;  enl.  Sept  26, 1864. 

Francis  L.  Carpenter,  2d  Batt.  Light  Art. ;  enl.  Dec  1, 1864. 

Frank  T.  Bums,  18th  Unattached  Mass.  Vols. ;  enl.  Dec  7, 1864. 

William  T.  Buyd,  18th  UnatUched  Mass.  Vols.;  enl. Dec. 7, 1864. 

Edwin  E.  Douglass,  18th  Unattached  Mass.  Vols.;  enl.  Dee.  7, 1804. 

William  L.  Eddy,  18th  Unattached  Mass.  Vols.;  enl.  Deo.  7, 1864. 

Charles  F.  Gljnn,  18th  Unattached  Mass.  Vols. ;  enl.  Deo.  7, 1864. 

Sanford  A.  MonM>,  IKth  Unattached  Mass.  Vols.:  enl.  Dec.  7, 1864. 

Dnrid  McVay,  IKth  Unattached  Mass.  Vols. ;  enl.  Dec  7, 1864. 

Willinm  II.  Paine,  I8t1i  Unattached  Bfass.  Vols.;  enl.  Dec. 7, 1804. 

Ilodljah  L.  Tiwiaie,  18th  Unattached  Mass.  Vols.:  enl.  Dee. 7, 1864. 

William  (!.  Wood,  I8th  Unattached  Mass.  Vols. ;  enl.  Dec.  7, 1864. 

CtiarlPM  A.  Boardnmn,  Capt.  Keith's  Company,  Blass.  Vols. ;  enl.  Dee.  8, 

1864. 
Warren  Ounliee,  Capt.  Keith's  Company,  Mass.  Vols.;  enl. Dee.  14,  1864. 
JosopliMcBlaliun.Cnpt  Keith*s  Company,  Mass.  Vols.;  enl.  Dec  14,1864. 
Francid  II.  Thsyer,  Capt.  Keith*s  Company,  Mass.  Vols. ;  enl.  Dec  14, 

Ctinries  Gavin,  C4ipt.  Keith's  Company,  Mass.  Vols.;  enl.  Dee.  16, 1864. 
Timotliy  A.  Welch,  i:Uh  Bat.  Light  Art.;  enl.  Dec.  20, 1864. 
Andrew  0.  Dean,  Bat  Cav.  fur  frontier  defense;  enl.  Dee.  29, 1804. 
Airred  A.  Dean,  Bat.  Cav.  fur  frontier  defense;  enl.  Dec.  29, 1864. 
William  Dean,  Jr.,  Bat  Cav.  for  frontier  defense;  enl.  Dec.  20, 1864. 
Clinrlnfi  W.  l>i*an,  Bat  Cav.  for  frontier  defense ;  enl.  Dec.  20, 1804. 
OtiH  It.  rirrcn.  Bat  ('av.  for  frontier  defense ;  onl.  Dec.  29,  18C4. 
l-Mward  B.  Bsildwin,  ititt.  Cav.  for  frontier  defense;  enl.  Dec.  30, 1804. 
Alltert  L.  Car|ienter,  Bat.  Cav.  for  frontier  defense ;  enl.  Dec.  30,  1864. 
George  W.  Macker,  Bat  Cav.  for  frontier  defense ;  eni.  Dec.  30, 1864. 
Nathan  0.  Walker,  G2d  Mass.  Vols. ;  enl.  Jan.  23,  1805. 
William  L.  Dean,  62d  Mass.  Vols.;  enl.  Jan.  24,  1865. 
Maniins  B.  I^eonard,  62il  Mass.  Vols.;  enl.  Jan.  28,  1805. 
Frederick  T.  Nelson,  02d  Mass.  Vols.;  enl.  Jan.  31,  1805. 
Theodore  Eayes,  Sheridan's  Cavalry;  enl.  Dec.  7,  1864;  died  In  service 
at  New  Orleans. 


»  No  record  sent  of  discharge,  all  three  years  or  durf^^  the  war. 


Lnden  B.  Francis,  Cavalry  frontier  defenM;  enl.  Dec  20, 1864. 
John  Keys,  rep.  reernit  for  Edmund  Baylies;  enl.  Aug.  1, 1864. 
Edward  Hickey,  13th  Light  Art  rep.  recruit  for  Mr.  Ed.  B^yllss;  enl. 

Aug.  6, 1864. 
George  Studly,  2d  Heavy  Art.;  enl.  July  29, 1864. 
Charles  S.  Anthony,  2d  Light  Art;  enl.  Sept  2, 1864. 
Charles  H.  Hamilton,  2d  Light  Art;  enl.  Sept  2, 1864. 
Jeremiah  Sullvan,  61st  Mass.  Vols. ;  enl.  Sept  3, 1801. 
Lorin  Feren,  2d  Light  Art. ;  enl.  Sept  8, 1864. 
John  Kirby,  2d  Heavy  Art;  enl.  Sept  8, 1864. 
Peleg  B.  Whltemore,  2d  Light  Art;  enl. Sept  2, 1864. 
George  W.  Peck,  2d  Light  Art ;  enl.  Sept  5, 1864. 
Willis  S.  Potter,  2d  lilght  Art ;  enl.  Sept  5, 1864. 
David  Annis,  2d  Light  Art ;  enl.  Sept  6, 1864.  ^     , 

RuAss  F.  White,  12th  Heavy  Art.;  enl.  Sept  14, 1864. 
Thomas  Morgan, 2d  Heavy  Art;  enl. Sept  21, 1864. 
George  W.  Fuller,  7th  Light  Art;  enl.  Sept  21, 1864. 
Charles  R.  Brown,  1st  Mess.  Cav. ;  enl.  Sept  26, 1864. 
John  C.  Maynard,  10th  Light  Bat;  enl. Sept  28, 1864. 
Henry  Keen,  1st  Mass.  Cav. ;  enl.  Nor.  1, 1864. 
Oscar  Rabethge,  19th  Mass.  Vols.;  enl.  Nor.  8, 1864. 
Daniel  I.  MoAskltl,  1st  Regt  Heavy  Art;  enl.  Not.  11, 1864. 
Patrick  H.  Conehe,  19th  Mess.  VoUk;  enl.  Nov.  12, 1864. 
Moses  Martier,  lOth  Bat  Light  Art ;  enl.  Nor.  81, 1864. 
Levi  K.  Oongdon,  I8th  Unattached  Inf. ;  enl.  Dec  7, 1864. 
Nelson  R.  Read,  18tli  Unattached  Inf.;  eul.  Dec  7, 1864. 
Asa  SafTonl,  18th  Unattached  Mass.  Vols. ;  enl.  Deo.  7, 1864. 
Patrick  Murphy,  I3th  Bat  Light  Art ;  enl.  Deo.  86, 1864. 
Stillman  D.  Eddy,  18th  Unattached  Heavy  Art.;  enl.  Aug.  89, 1864. 
George  AusUn,  8d  HeaTy  Art ;  enl.  Sept.  8, 1864. 
Alonso  P.  Sanford,  18th  Unattached  Mass.  Vols. ;  enl.  Dec  7, 1864. 
William  A.  Wheeler,  18th  Unattached  Masc  Vols. ;  enl.  Dec  7, 1864. 
William  0.  Wood,  18th  Unattached  Mass.  Vole ;  enL  Dec  7, 1864. 
Wsston  Wordell,  18th  Unattached  Mass.  Vols. ;  enl.  Dec  7, 1864;  disch. 

Jan.  84, 1865. 
George  A.  Fiske,  Olst  Regt  Mass.  Vols. ;  enl.  Dec  8, 1864. 
John  Entsenberger,  19th  Regt.  Mass.  Tola. ;  enl.  Dec  9, 1864. 
Henry  T.  Bond,  Oapt  Keith's  Unattached  Company  Mass.  Vols.;  enl. 

Dec  14, 1864. 
Andrew  W.  Delano,  Oapt  Ketth*8  Unattached  Company  Mass.  Vols. ;  enl. 

Dec  14, 1864. 
Renben  F.  Delano,  Jr.,  Gqit  Keltb*k  Unattached  Company  Mass.  Vols. ; 

enl.  Dec  14, 1864. 
James  O'Connen,  Oapt  Keith*k Unattached  Oompany  Mass.  Vols.;  enl. 

Doc  14, 1864. 
James  D.  W.  Seymonr,  Oapt  Keitb*k  Unattached  Oompany  Mass.  Volt. ; 

enl.  Dee.  14, 1864. 
Frank  P.  White,  Oapt  Keith's  Unattached  Company  Mass.  Vols.;  enL 

Dec.  14, 1864. 
Joseph  Garrity,  Capt  Kelth*a  Unattached  Company  Mass.  Vols.;  enl. 

Dec.  16, 1864. 
James  E.  Oonley,  I3th  Bat  Light  Art. ;  enl.  Dee.  19, 1864. 
Numan  D.  Hamilton,  13th  Bat  Light  Art.;  enl.  Dec  19, 1864. 
John  Ilanrahan,  13th  Bat.  Light  Art ;  enL  Dec.  19, 1864. 
Thomas  Noris,  13th  Bat  Light  Art ;  enl.  Dec.  19, 1864. 
Ansel  L.  Cain,  13th  Bat  Ught  Art;  enl.  Dec  20, 1864. 
Archibald  McClarence,  Jr.,  13th  Bat  Light  Art ;  enl.  Dee.  20, 1864. 
Bradford  D.  Albro,  13th  Bat  Light  Art ;  enl.  Dee.  21, 1864. 
Patrick  Callahan,  13th  Bat  Light  Art;  enl.  Dee.  22, 1864. 
EdwaH  Gallagher,  13th  Bat  Light  Art;  enl.  Dee.  82, 1864. 
Timothy  0*81iny,  13th  Bat.  Light  Art;  enl.  Dec  22, 1864. 
Roger  Uadfleld,  Bat  Oav.  fbr  frontier  defense;  enl.  Dec.  27, 1864. 
Simeon  F.  Hall,  Bat.  Car.  for  frontier  defense ;  enl.  Dee.  29, 1864. 
Henry  Holland,  Bat  Cav.  for  frontier  defense;  enl.  Dec.  20, 1804. 
Charles  B.  Hathaway,  Bat.  Car.  furfh>ntler  defense,  enl.  Deo.  20, 1864. 
Alpheus  S.  Orcutt,  Bat.  Cav.  fur  frontier  defense ;  enl.  Dee.  29, 1864. 
Edward  Bock,  Bat.  Cav.  for  frontier  defense ;  enl.  Dec.  29, 1864. 
Thomas  L.  Smith,  Bat  Cav.  for  frontier  defense ;  enl.  Dec  29, 1864. 
Charloa  II.  Oo(f,  Bat  Cav.  for  frontier  defense:  enl.  Dec  30, 1864. 
Edwsrd  C.  Ilarrey,  Bat.  Cav.  for  frontier  defense;  enl.  Dec.  30, 1864. 
William  A.  Morse,  Bat  Cav.  for  fyontier  defense  ;  enl.  Dee.  30, 1864. 
James  A.  Morse,  Bat.  Cav.  for  fh>ntier  defense ;  enl.  Dec  30, 1804. 
Osborne  K.  Eaton,  Bat  Osv.  for  frontier  defense;  enl.  Dee.  31, 1864. 
Tmman  N.Guff,  Bat  Car.  for  frontier  defense;  enl.  Dee.  81, 1864. 
Joiin  Lansdnle,  Bat  Cav.  for  fkt>ntier  defenae;  enl.  Dee.  31, 1864.  , 

James  McGhay,  Bat  Cav.  for  frontier  deferwe;  enl.  Dec  31, 1864. 
'  Tlionuis  Riley,  Bat  Cav.  for  frontier  defense  ;  enl.  Dec  SI,  1864. 


HISTORY   OF  BRISTOL  COUNTy,  MASSACHUSETTS. 


iBl.  DwHl,  IWt. 

.  Ju.  u,  ia«. 


John  Orinn.mh  B>(t.  lliua.  Vul.: 
KUu  riMUf,  CD.  D,  ASlli  Ka(l.  lUm.  Vsl. )  <d1.  . 
Suuii.l  H.  QmUt.  mil  R<«r.  Mw.  Vol. ;  »l.  » 
Tlmgtliy  Durgui.  Cu.  C,  Mib  Hifl.  MuL  Vol.;  on 
Ji>bnli.S|>iii»r,S9<l  Krft.  H*&  Vnt.i  mil.  Itkrol 
Tliua.u  R.  Di]',  mil  B*gl.  Mui.  TeL:  SUl.  Hareb 
CI»rlsaKlilridct,eiilUc«(.  UuL  VaL;  tiiL  April 
JuDiH  W.  Biuklii,  Ut  Aniijr  Cana;  hI.  April  t,  I 


The  Mlowing  table  exhibits  the  number  of  meii 
Ainiished  by  TuuDtDii  as  her  quolu  uniler  specific 
grIIh.  It  does  iiot  include  those  who  entialed  out  of 
the  State,  or  to  the  credit  of  other  towns.    The  coat 
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BON.  BAHDEL  L.  CROCK  EB. 

Samuel  Leonard  Crocker  was  born  in  Taunton, 
Mass.,  on  March  81,  ISM.  He  ia  the  second  son  of 
William  Augustus  Crocker,  who  was  the  second  son 
of  Joaiah,  the  eldest  son  of  Kev.  Josiah  Crocker,  the 
sixtli  minister  of  Taunton,  and  successor  of  Ilooke, 
Street,  Shove,  Danfortb,  cind  Ciapp.  The  mother  of 
Mr.  Crocker  was  Sally,  daughter  of  Capt.  Jonathan 
Ingell,  who,  as  a  widow,  wits  the  fimt  wife  of  Charles 
Richmond,  the  partner  of  Samuel  Crocker,  of  the 
well-known  business  firm  of  Crocker  &  Richmond. 
Tlio  grandmother  of  Mr.  Crocker,  on  his  father's  side, 
was  Abigail,  daughter  of  Hon.  Zephaniah  Leonard, 
judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Picas,  and  grandson 
of  James  Leonard,  who  was  concerned  in  the  early 
Taunton  Iron-Works, 

At  an  early  ago  the  subject  of  thia  sketch  was  put 
to  school  with  Ilev.  Edward  Richmond,  of  Stongh- 
ton,  and  Rev.  Pitt  Clark,  of  Norton,  finishing  his 
course  of  preparation  for  college  in  the  Bristol  Acad- 
emy at  Taunton,  when  Mr.  Simeon  Daggett  was  prin' 
cipal.  Witli  his  elder  brother,  William,  ho  entered 
Brown  University  in  1818,  under  the  presidency  of 
Rev.  Dr.  Messer,  and  graduated  in  1S22,  at  tbe  age 
'of  eighteen. 

Not   caring   to  study  a  profession,  and   inheriting 


fh>ro  their  ancestry  on  both  sides  a  buaines*  turn  uf 
mind,  the  aons,  two  years  after  their  gr»duRtioi>,  d*- 
terinlned  on  starting  copper-works  at  Kortnii.    This 

was  in  1824,  although  their  act  of  incorporutitm  as 
the  Taunton  Copper  Manufacturing  Company  was 
not  obtained  till  1826.  A  younger  brother,  George 
Augustus,  was  associated  with  ibem  us  a  member  of 
the  firm. 

The  business  in  Norton  had  a  steady  growth,  which 
led  to  llio  euliirgcmeuL  uf  the  works,  croiUiiig  a 
fcrauch  of  them  at  the  Weir  in  Taunton  in  1845.  Mr. 
Samuel  L.  Crocker  has  always  been  the  active  man- 
ager of  this  large  business,  which  consists  in  smelt- 
ing and  the  manuiiicture  of  copper  and  yellow  metal. 
These  works  are  not  only  among  the  oldest,  but  the 
largest  and  most  prosperous  in  tho  country,  and  their 
riucceas  is  due  in  a  great  measure  to  thu  skill  and 
careful  oversight  of  Mr.  Samuel  L.  Crocker. 

He  associated  himself  with  otheni  in  starting  tlie 
Taunton  Locomotive-Works,  of  which  be  is  president, 
and  the  Old  Colony  Iron  Company,  of  which  he  has 
always  beeu  a  director,  and  for  many  years  president, 
und  who  have  built  up  a  large  business  in  Eaat  Taun- 
ton, a  ruiling-mill  and  sliops  fur  the  muuiifuctare  of 
shovels,  nails,  etc. 

Tho  railroad  interests  of  Taunton  have  not  been 
overlooked  by  Mr.  Crocker,  lie  was  iutorestcd  in 
securing  the  Taunton  Branch  Railroad  in  DHHi,  the 
Arst  connection  by  roil  which  Taunton  had  tiritli  Qoa- 
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ton,  Providence,  and  New  York ;  and  the  accommo- 
dations of  the  Old  Colony  Railroad,  connecting  Taun- 
ton with  Fall  River,  New  Bedford,  Cape  Cod,  the 
South  Shore,  an  well  as  with  New  York  and  Boston, 
were  brought  about  very  much  through  the  wise  man- 
agement of  Mr.  Crocker,  one  of  its  directors. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Crocker  was  a  member  of  the  old 
Whig  party,  and  as  such  served  as  a  member  of  the 
Executive  Council  in  1849,  during  the  administration 
of  Governor  George  N.  Briggs.  In  1868  he  was 
elected  a  representative  to  Congress,  and  served  in 
that  body  from  Dec.  5,  1863,  to  March  3,  1865.  He 
wns  on  several  committees,  and  won  a  good  reputation 
as  a  wise  counselor  and  a  faithful  representative.  In 
local  niuiiicipal  affairs  he  has  always  taken  an  active 
and  leading  part  He  has  been  a  director  in  both  the 
Bristol  County  and  the  Machinists'  Banks  of  Taun- 
ton, and  for  several  years  a  trustee  of  the  insane  hos- 
pital at  the  same  place.  He  is  at  present  a  trustee  of 
Brown  University,  and  of  the  General  Theological 
Seminary  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  located 
in  New  York  City. 

Although  the  direct  descendant  of  an  early  Con- 
gregational ist  minister,  he  early  expressed  a  prefer- 
ence for  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  and  he  and 
Ills  brother  William  erected  about  1826  and  virtually 
sustained  for  many  years  the  first  church  of  this  order 
in  Taunton.  From  the  founding  of  the  church  to  the 
present  time  he  has  acted  in  the  capacity  of  either 
warden  or  vestryman,  and  has  served  as  a  delegate  to 
the  Diocesan  Conventions  at  different  times,  and  also 
has  thrice  been  a  member  of  the  General  Convention 
of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church.  The  beautiful 
stone  edifice  of  St.  Thomas  parish,  the  finest-finished 
church  builditig  in  Taunton,  has  been  erected  largely 
through  Mr.  Crocker's  instrumentality. 

For  sixty  years  Mr.  Crocker  has  been  an  active  and 
earnest  advocate  of  temperance,  and  has  delivered 
lectures  on  the  subject  to  great  acceptance  in  various 
localities.  His  influence  has  always  been  exerted  in 
favor  of  this  important  reform,  as  well  as  in  behalf  of 
sound  morals  and  practical  religion. 

In  1864,  Mr.  Crocker  retired  from  active  politics, 
but  was  steadily  engaged  in  business  up  to  the  time 
of  his  death. 

William  and  Samuel  L.  Crocker  married  sisters, 
granddaughters  of  the  distinguished  Isaiah  Thomas, 
of  Worcester,  Mass.,  founder  of  the  American  Anti- 
quarian Society,  and  sisters  of  Judge  Benjamin  F. 
Thomas,  of  that  city.  *The  first  wife  of  Mr.  Samuel 
1j.  Crocker  was  Hannah  Weld  Thomas,  whom  he 
nmrrie<l  June  16,  1826,  and  who  died  Nov.  22,  1827. 
His  second  wife  was  Caroline,  sister  of  the  first,  whom 
he  married  April  13,  1830,  and  who  departed  this  life 
Jan.  28,  1876.  Their  children  are  Mary  Caroline, 
who  married  Gen.  Darius  N.  Conch,  commander  dur- 
ing the  late  war  of  one  of  the  grand  divisions  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  subsequently  of  the  De- 
partment of  the  Susquehanna;   Sally,  wife  of  Ed- 


mund H.  Bennett,  for  the  past  twenty-five  years 
judge  of  probate  and  insolvency,  and  at  present  dean 
of  the  Boston  University  of  Law ;  and  Ellen  Louisa 
and  Samuel  L.  Crocker,  Jr.  The  latter  graduated  at 
Brown  University  in  1856,  was  admitted  to  the  Suffolk 
bar  in  1869,  and  has  resided  for  many  years  abroad. 
(Since  the  above  was  written  Mr.  Crocker  has 
passed  away.    He  died  in  Boston,  Feb.  10, 1888.) 


,  WILLARD    LOVERING. 

Among  the  representative  men  of  Taunton,  those 
who  have  largely  advanced  her  material  prosperity, 
and  lefl  an  impress  never  to  be  obliterated,  we  must 
mention  Willard  Lovering.  He  was  son  of  William 
and  Mehitabel  (Claflin)  Lovering,  and  was  born  in 
Franklin,  Mass.,  Nov.  18,  1801.  His  father  was  a 
farmer,  and  his  early  years  were  passed  in  farm-work, 
and,  toward  his  majority,  his  winters  in  teaching.  He 
began  his  long  and  active  business  career  by  serving 
an  apprenticeship  in  the  City  Mills  at  Franklin,  where 
he  was  employed  for  several  years,  rising  step  by  step, 
until  he  had  charge  of  the  entire  establishment.  He 
took  charge  of  the  business  of  the  Blackstone  Canal 
corporation  of  Providence,  B.  I.,  in  1838,  and  re- 
mained in  that  position  three  years,  retiring  to  take 
the  agency  of  the  Carrington  Mills,  at  Woonsocket, 
R.  I.  Here  he  was  for  three  years  also.  Then,  in 
1836,  he  removed  to  Taunton,  and  was  manager  of  the 
Whittenton  Mills,  which  position  he  occupied  for  over 
twenty  years,  until  the  failure  of  C.  H.  Mills  &  Co. 
in  1857.  In  1858,  associated  with  his  sons,  he  pur- 
chased the  Whittenton  Mills,  and  successfully  con- 
ducted it,  much  enlarging  the  works  and  business, 
until  1864,  when  failing  health  admonished  him  to 
retire,  which  he  did,  leaving  the  business  to  the  suc- 
cessful management  of  his  sons,  the  Lovering  Broth- 
ers of  the  present  extensive  manufacturing  establish- 
ment. 

Mr.  Lovering  represented  Taunton  in  the  State 
Legislatures  of  1865-66,  and  was  always  interested  in 
and  consulted  in  all  the  important  interests  of  Taun- 
ton during  his  entire  residence  here.  He  was  twice 
married,  first  to  Susan  Longhead,  adopted  daughter 
of  John  Croade,  of  Warren,  B.  I.  They  had  two  chil- 
dren,— Charles  and  William.  Second,  Jan.  1,  1839, 
to  Sarah  C,  daughter  of  Governor  Marcus  and  Char- 
lotte (Hodges)  Morton.  They  had  two  children, — 
Henry  M.  and  Charlotte  M.  Mr.  Lovering  sustained 
a  high  rank  as  a  manufacturer.  A  man  of  rare  good 
judgment,  executive  ability,  and  systematic,  practical 
business  talent,  he  maintained  a  character  of  unblem- 
ished integrity  through  life,  and  died  Dec.  15,  1875, 
sincerely  mourned  by  an  unusually  large  circle  of 
friends  of  everv  rank  in  life.  He  was  at  one  time 
president  of  the  Taunton  Branch  Railroad,  and  at 
his  death   was   president  of  the  Taunton  Savings- 
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Bunk.  He  waa  prominenlly  connected  with  the 
EpiBcopal  Cliurch  for  nearly  half  a  century,  und  iii 
his  latter  yean  a  devoted  inenibor  of  St.  Tliotnu 
Cliurch. 


JOSEPH  WILBAH. 

Joseph  Wilbar,  whose  portrait  •^companiea  this 
sketch,  waa  born  in  Eaaton,  Mass.,  Due.  18,  1792,  and 
died  at  bis  resilience  in  Taunton,  Maw.,  July  16, 
1861.  He  was  seventh  in  lineal  descent  from  Samuel 
Wildbore.  who  with  his  wife,  Ann,  daughter  of 
Thomas  Bradford,  of  Dorchester,  England,  aettlat 
la  Boston  as  early  as  1333.  The  name  js  varionsly 
spelled  (see  sketch  of  Hon.  Daniel  Wilbur,  Soiner«et, 
Mass.).  Samuel  Wildbore'a  second  wife,  Elisabeth, 
was  admitted  a  member  of  the  fimt  church  In  Bos- 
ton Nov.  29,  1645.  Mr.  Wildbore  was  admitted  a 
freeman  of  Boston  in  Ids'!  (Boston  records).  He 
settled  in  Taunton  at  an  early  day,  and  became  one 
of  its  largest  landholders.  He  had  residences  in 
Boston  and  Taunton.  He  with  some  associates  built 
and  put  in  operation  an  iron  furnace  in  that  part  of 
Taunton  now  Raynhani  (see  sketch  of  Theodore 
Dean).  "He  was  a  man  of  wealth  for  the  limes, 
and  evidently  of  very  respectable  standing  in  society, 
eierting  a  wide  influence  in  each  of  the  places  where 
fae  dwelt." 

He  died  Bept.  29,  1656. 

His  children  were  Samuel,  Jr.,  Joseph,  William, 
Shadrach,  and  Sarah. 

Alter  the  death  of  their  father  ihe  children  by  com- 
mon consent  dropped  the"d"  in  the  first  ayllable  and 
generally  the  "  e"  final,  spelling  the  name  "  Wilbor." 

Shadrach  iVilbor,  son  of  Samuel  Wildbore,  settled 
in  Taunton  (afterwards  Kaynhnm),  on  lands  received 
probably  from  his  father.  He  was  evidently  a  man 
of  wealth  and  influence  in  his  time.  He  heldseveral 
important  trusts,  representing  his  town  in  the  pro- 
vincial government,  and  servetl  as  town  clerk  for 
thirty-five  successive  years.  For  lifting  his  voice, 
however,  in  opposition  to  the  evils,  as  be  deemed 
them,  in  the  government  of  Sir  Edmuud  Andros, 
he  was  apprehended  and  imprisoned  in  Uostou,  Aug. 
SO,  1GS7,  but  it  is  not  probable  that  he  long  remained 
there.  Fie  married  Hannah ,  and  had  ten  chil- 
dren, of  whom  Shadrach,  Jr.,  born  Dec.  6.  1672,  was 
the  third  son  and  sixth  child.  He  died  in  1G9<3  or 
1697. 

ton  of  Shadrach,  was  born  in 
),  and  was  a  farmer  by  occu- 
whom  he  married.  Ue  had 
:h,  Methach,  Joseph,  Jacob,  | 
and  Abijah.  The  first  two  suns  settled  in  Taunton, 
but  it  is  not  certain  where  the  otiier  three  settled. 

Meihach  ICiVior,  ft.,  second  son  of  Sliadrach,  Jr., 
was  horn  in  Taunton  (now  Raynham),  married  Eliz- 
abeth   ,  who  died  Nov.  30,  1776,  iu  tlie  seventieth 

year  of  her  age.    They  had  six  sons,  the  youngest  of 


Sha<!mch  WMor,  J- 
Taunton  (now  Raynhi 
pation.  It  is  not  kno' 
five  sons,  vis. :  Shadi 


whom  was  George,  a  native  of  Rayuhsm.na  the  town 
was  now  called. 

The  dateof  Meshach's  death  is  not  known.  Notliing 
i*  known  of  George  Wilbor,  or  Wilbur,  aa  lie  now 
»pelle<l  his  name,  except  that  he  aettled  in  Titieot 
parish,  Hridgewater,  Mass.,  and  waa  a  fanner  by  oc- 
uiipuiiuii.  He  had  a  sou  <i«)trgc,  who  settled  in  Ess- 
ton,  Mass.,  and  followed  farming.  This  O«orge  Wil- 
bur WHS  twice  married,  first  to  BeUtey  Packard,  and 
had  eleven  children,  of  whom  Jo*eph  WiWar,  the  sub- 
jfict  of  our  notice,  was  one.  Mr.  George  Wilbar 
married  for  his  secoud  wife  Widow  Mary  Francis,  by 
whom  he  had  two  children.  The  name  begun  to  ba 
impelled  with  an  "a"  instead  of  a  "u,"  thus  "'  Wilbsr." 

JosKi-u  Wii.HAit  was  of  the  sturdy  New  England 
yeomanry ;  educated  in  the  New  Engluud  common 
auhockls  of  two  generations  ago,  and  starting  out  in 
life  from  thence  to  make  his  own  way,  he  belonged  to 
that  great  class  which  was  so  common  fifty  yeaa 
■ince,  but  is  fast  pasaing  into  a  traditional  type  ss 
our  civilitation  grows  complex.  In  1S20  he  married 
Eiiiabeth  Capen,  and  two  years  later,  at  the  age  of 
thirty,  came  with  her  to  Tauuton.  The  following 
year  his  wife  died,  and  in  1825  he  waa  again  married 
to  Miss  Huldah  W.  Itriggs,  who  only  survived  her 
wedding-day  a  year  and  four  montlis,  leaving  behind 
a  daughter,  Elizabeth  W.,  wife  of  Lovett  Morse  (de- 

In  August,  IS27,  he  married  Miss  Faimy  M.  Lin- 
coln, who  survives  him  after  a  wedded  life  of  almost 
lifly-four  years.  Of  this  union  there  were  four  diit- 
dren;  three  died  in  infancy,  one  only,  Joaepb  E, 
present  register  of  deeds,  attaining  maturity. 

During  his  earlier  residence  here  his  principal 
business  waH  land  surveying,  by  which  he  became 
familiar  with  the  real  estate  of  the  towu.  He  very 
soon  became  prominent  in  town  affairs,  and  from 
about  1831)  was  on  the  board  of  selectmen,  most  of 
the  time  chairman,  until  he  was  appointed  regtal«r  of 
deeds  in  the  spring  of  1841.  llu  was  a  Iwider,  by  the 
simple  strength  of  his  convictions,  iu  the  ]>oliticsof 
the  time,  and  his  connection  with  the  public  inters 
increased  consUntly.  He  wiui  a  member  of  tlie  Cnn- 
fttitutioual  Convention  in  1852,  with  Governor  Morton 
and  Hon.  Henry  Williams.  He  held  the  ufBce  of 
regislur  of  deeds  for  almost  thirty-three  years  until 
the  end  of  1873.  Familiar  with  the  town  aflairs, 
with  its  real  estate  and  its  men,  becoming  widely 
known  throughout  the  region,  and  as  widely  respected 
for  his  wisdom  and  sagacity,  and  trusted  for  his  in- 
tegrity, he  found  business  increasing  to  tlie  limit  of  | 
his  ability,  and  had  he  not  been  very  moderate  in  hi* 
charges  he  might  have  reaped  a  rich  pecuniary  har- 
vest. Probably  no  man  has  had  so  mncli  to  do  with 
the  settlement  of  estates  and  tlie  adjustment  ofdiHer- 
enccs  of  opinion,  or  been  so  often  called  upon  to 
servo  on  boards  of  reference  and  counsel.  From  the 
beginning  of  the  Bristol  County  Bavings-naiik  be  was 
one  of  ile  pillarB,  liie  sngaciC/  and  knowledge  of  real 
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estate  proving  of  inestimable  service.  In  1865  he 
succeeded  Capt.  Silas  Sliepard  as  president,  and  re- 
tained the  position  during  his  life,  his  resignation  a 
year  or  two  before  his  death  being  refused,  not  as  a 
mere  matter  of  courtesy,  but  because  of  the  worth  of 
his  name,  even  after  his  activity  had  ceased  by  reason 
of  age  and  infirmity. 

He  united  with  the  Broadway  Congregational 
Church  in  September,  1826,  at  the  age  of  thirty-four, 
although  for  some  years  previous  he  had  been  a  steady 
nttendant  upon  its  worship.  He  never  was  able  to 
fix  the  date  of  his  conversion.  Religiously  educated, 
always  serious  and  conscientious,  his  religious  life 
began  like  the  light  of  dawn,  and  grew  and  bright- 
ene<l  as  the  years  went  by.  Possessed  of  strong  feel- 
ing, he  was  yet  not  a  man  of  superficial  emotions ;  he 
believed  the  truth,  and  quietly  and  decisively  accepted 
it,  opening  all  the  windows  of  his  soul  Qodward,  and 
80  the  light  that  was  in  him  grew  and  broadened ; 
but  men  never  saw  any  flare  of  lamps  or  any  flashing 
of  lightning. 

In  August,  1828,  he  was  chosen  deacon,  which  ofiice 
he  held  for  almost  fifty-three  years,  though  for  the 
last  few  years  relieved  from  its  active  duties.  This 
term  far  exceeds  that  of  any  other  deacon  of  that 
church. 

But  his  dcaconate  is  measured  by  deeds,  not  years, 
long  as  it  was.  From  the  first  he  felt  and  accepted  a 
heavy  share  of  responsibility  in  the  church.  His 
post  in  the  prayer-meeting  was  not  vacated.  Week 
by  week  and  year  by  year  the  church  knew  where  to 
find  him  Thursday  night  All  his  life  he  taught  in 
the  Sabbath-school  until  eighty-seven  years  old,  and 
the  influence  he  has  exerted  on  the  young  men  whom 
he  has  taught  goes  on  now  that  he  has  fallen  asleep. 

For  thirty  years,  until  nearly  eighty  years  old,  he 
was  treasurer  of  the  society,  and  in  that  arduous  and 
responsible  position,  if  he  expected  others  to  do  their 
duty,  he  spared  himself  least  of  all.  Year  after  year, 
if  a  deficit  occurred,  he  gathered  a  few  on  whom  he 
could  depend,  stated  the  amount,  and  called  upon 
them  to  make  it  up,  his  own  subscription  never 
lagging  behind. 

So  he  walked  in  the  light,  as  Qod  is  in  the  light, 
and  they  had  fellowship  together,  until  at  last  to  us 
he  was  not,  for  God  took  him. 

Joseph  E,  Wifbar^  the  present  register  of  deeds,  is 
the  only  surviving  son  of  Joseph  and  Fanny  M.  (Lin- 
coln) Wilbar,  and  was  born  in  Taunton,  July  9, 1832. 
The  line  of  descent  has  been  as  follows: 

(1)  Samuel  Wilborc,  (2)  Sliadrach  AVilbor,  Sr.,  (3) 
Shadradi  Wilbor,  Jr.,  (4)  Meslmcli  AVilbor,  Sr.,  (5) 
George  Wilbor,  (G)  George  Wilbar,  Jr.,  (7)  Joseph 
Wilbar,  and  (8)  Joseph  E.  Wilbar. 

Mr.  Wilbar  received  his  education  at  the  local 
pchools  in  his  native  town.  At  the  age  of  seventeen 
he  entered  the  olTice  of  register  of  deeds  as  clerk  for 
his  father  for  the  Northern  District  of  Bristol  County. 
He  served  in  that  capacity  till  December,  18G1,  when 


he  was  appointed  poatmaster  of  Taunton,  and  served 
for  more  than  four  years.  He  then  again  entered  the 
register  of  deeds'  office,  this  time  as  clerk  and  assistant 
register  of  deeds,  and  continued  in  that  relation  till 
Jan.  1, 1874,  when  he  was  elected  register  of  deeds  to 
take  his  father's  place.  This  position  he  has  filled 
with  credit  to  himself  and  satisfaction  to  his  constit- 
uents till  the  present  time  (1883).  He  is  Republican 
in  politics,  trustee  of  Bristol  County  Savings-Bank 
since  1874,  and  president  since  January,  1882.  He  is 
also  a  director  in  Bristol  County  National  Bank. 

He  married  Emma,  daughter  of  Albert  and  Harriet 
(Ide)  Barrows,  of  Norton,  Dec.  26,  1861.  Of  this 
union  there  are  five  children, — Albert  E.,  Arthur  L., 
Charles  B.,  Helen  M.,  and  Louise  R. 

Mrs.  Wilbar  was  born  in  Norton,  June  25,  1839. 
Her  father  was  an  agent  for  many  years  of  Barrows' 
factory,  at  Barrowsville,  in  Norton.  Her  grandfather 
was  named  Carlos  Barrows. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilbar  are  members  of  the  Broadway 
Congregational  Church  in  Taunton. 


BDMUND  BATLIB8. 

The  Baylies  family  in  this  country  come  of  Quaker 
stock  in  England,  where  Nicholas  Baylies  appears  on 
June  5, 1700,  as  a  witness  to  the  marriage  of  his  son 
Thomas,  and  is  described  as  **  of  the  parish  of  Aloe- 
Church,  county  of  Worcester."  Thomas  married 
Esther  Sargeant,  daughter  of  Thomas  Sargeant,  of 
Ffu  11  ford-Heath,  in  the  parish  of  Soby-Hull,  county 
of  Warwick.  He  carried  on  iron-works  in  England, 
first  at  Colebrook-dale,  and  afterward  at  some  place 
on  the  Thames.  With  his  son  Nicholas  and  daugh- 
ter Esther  he  came  to  Boston  from  London  in  June, 
1737,  then  returned,  and  the  year  after  brought  over 
his  wife  and  two  daughters.  He  settled  at  Uxbridge, 
Mass.,  about  1788,  and  established  iron-works  there. 
His  son  Nicholas  was  interested  in  iron-works  at 
Taunton,  to  which  place  he  removed  from  Uxbridge, 
probably  not  earlier  than  1745.  He  married  Eliza- 
beth Parks,  of  Newton,  Mass.,  in  1738,  and  by  her 
had  seven  sons  and  one  daughter.  He  was  a  noted 
patriot  at  the  time  of  the  Revolution,  and  died  in 
1807.  Two  of  his  sons,  William  and  Hodijah,  were 
educated  at  Harvard  College.  The  former  was  dis- 
tinguished for  eminent  talent,  both  as  a  phjrsiciau 
and  for  varied  acquirements  in  other  departments. 
The  latter,  born  Sept.  17, 1756,  was  one  of  the  same 
class  at  college  as  Rufus  King  and  Judge  Dawes, 
with  whom,  throughout  their  lives,  he  maintained  a 
close  and  cordial  friendship.  On  graduating  from 
college  in  1777,  he  obtained  a  commission  as  lieuten- 
ant of  infantry,  enlisted  a  company,  and  his  first  ser- 
vice after  recruiting  was  on  the  Hudson,  where  he 
was  attacked  by  a  fever  which  nearly  proved  fatal. 
When  Gen.  Lincoln  was  appointed  to  the  command 
of  the  Southern  Department  he  selected  Hodijah 
Baylies  as  one  of  his  aides-de-camp,  and  in  that  ca- 
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pacitj  he  participated  In  tlie  unauccesal'ul  attempt  t« 
■turm  Savannah.  Wlien  Qen.  Lincoln  caplLulated  at 
Cliarleston,  May  12,  1780,  Maj.  Baylies  became  a 
prisoner  of  war,  aiiti  attaooD  aa  Ilia  exchange  was  ef- 
fected lie  rejoiaed  tlie  army,  and  in  1TS2  became  one 
of  the  Hides- de-eamp  a(  Gen.  WaaliinEton,  with  the 
rant  of  lieulenll^^colonel  by  brevet.  He  was  willi 
the  commaDder-in-ciiief  at  Ibe  surrender  ofComwal- 
lia  at  Yorlctown,  where  Washington  appointed  Oen, 
Lincoln  l«  receive  the  English  generul'a  Bword.  He 
remained  in  Waahitigton's  tnilitiiry  lamily  until  the 
end  of  the  war,  after  which  he  spent  Boine  time  at 
Mount  Vernon,  and  in  1784  returned  to  the  North 
and  marrie<l  EliEalieth,  daughter  of  Mary  (Couhing) 
and  Maj.-Gen.  Lincoln, 

A  fter  a  short  residence  at  Hingham  he  removed  to 
Tnunton,  wlicre  he  owned  iroii-tvorks  whidi  lit  su- 
perintended, making  bar-iron  nnd  ah^rwarda  aii- 
chors,  and  continuing  this  buainesa  until  1806.  In 
17S5  he  removed  to  Dighton,  where  he  bought  land, 
on  which  was  a  house  which  had  been  a  hotel  during 
the  war,  and  which  he  remodeled.  About  that  time 
he  WAS  appointed  collector  of  (he  port  of  DJghlon, 
and  held  this  ofRee  for  many  yeara,  resigning  it  in 
1383.  In  1810  he  waa  appointed,  by  Governor  Qore, 
judge  of  probate  for  the  county  of  Bristol,  and  in 
1814  he  was  elected  by  the  General  Court  of  Maasn- 
cbueetts  a  member  of  the  Hartford  Convention.  Tn 
1834,  at  the  ageof  aeventy-eight,  and  in  the  full  vigor 
of  his  mental  faculties,  he  resigned  the  oftice  ofjudge 
of  probate,  and  retired  from  all  public  employments. 
He  died  April  26,  1843,  in  the  eighty -seventh  year  of 
his  age.  His  wife  died  at  Dighton  in  1823.  They 
lifld  three  sons  and  one  daughter:  William,  who  waa 
a  graduate  of  Harvard  College  and  died  early;  Ed- 
mund, the  subject  of  this  aketdi ;  Amelia,  who  mar- 
ried Dr.  Alfred  Wood,  of  Dighton,  and  died  without 
issue  in  1862;  and  Benjamin  L.,  who  died  in  1869. 
■  William  and  lienjaniin  never  married.  Edmund 
Baylies  wna  born  at  Hingham,  Sept.  22,  1787,  and 
Attended  school  tliere,  and  Inter  at  Dighton,  until  he 
waa  sixteen  years  of  age,  when,  having  no  taste  for  a 
classical  education,  he  went  to  Boston,  entering  as 
apprentice  the  commercial  houae  of  Cunningham 
Brothers.  His  6rst  successful  adventure  was  in  1605, 
as  supercargo,  in  charge  of  n  vessel  for  Hamburg 
with  a  cargo  of  sugar  and  colonial  products,  which 
he  sold  at  high  prices  just  before  the  battle  of  Auater- 
litz  and  the  closing  of  the  European  ports  by  Napo- 
leon. After  this  he  made  several  voyages  to  Arch- 
angel, landing  there  gotids  which  he  undertook  to 
have  delivered  in  Paris,  which  he  did  in  spite  of 
Napoleon's  police.  He  also  took  part  of  a  contract 
for  supplying  flour  to  the  English  peninsular  army 
under  Wellington,  and  in  tarrying  this  out  ho  went 
to  Lisbon  with  a  cargo  of  flour.  He  afterwards 
fbriiied  a  partnership  with  Mr.  Thomas  B.  Curtis,  of 
Boston,  for  carrying  on  trade  with  Russia,  and  retired 
from  business  in  1836.     In  183G  he  purchased  laud  ut 


Taunton,  rrum  Dr.  Alfred  Wiltiama,  and  built  on  ill 
eione  house.  Up  to  this  time  he  hud  resided  in  Uouni 
Vernon  Street,  Boston,  but  in  1888  lie  removed  to 
Taunton,  generally  passing  the  winter  in  the  city  and 
the  summer  in  the  country  until  1S48,  whun  he  sotil 
the  house  in  Boston  and  remalnei:!  permanently  •! 
Taunton,  with  llie  exception  of  occaatonal  trips  to 
Europe.  In  1819  he  married  Elizabeth  Aim,  daugh- 
ter of  Ruth  (Lurkin)  and  ?hillii>srayaon,orChHrlea- 
town,  Mass.  Mrs,  Baylies  was  horn  in  179!»,  anddied 
at  Boston,  Oct,  10,  1846.  She  waa  po««iesacd  of  great 
personal  beauty,  and  was  universally  beloveil  for  her 
kindness  of  disposition,  her  amiable  uiauiicn,  and  her 
unalTected  piety.  Three  children  were  the  issuo  cf 
ibis  marriage, — two  daughlen  and  one  son. 

Elizabeth,  the  eldest,  married  Wickbniii  Uoirnian, 
of  New  York,  a  lawyer,  and  u  son  of  Jml^  Slurny 
Holltnan.  At  the  breaking  out  of  tlie  civil  war  lie 
entered  the  army,  and  occupied  many  poailiotis  uf 
distinction,  tirst,  on  the  staiT  of  Brig.-Gcu,  ThoiiiS) 
Williams,  at  Hatteros,  then  with  Oen.  Itutler  at  New 
Orleans,  and  afterwards  as  assistant  adjuiant-gencral 
on  the  staff  of  Gen.  Sherman,  and  of  Maj.-Geii. 
Franklin.  In  1865  he  held  the  same  poMtioii  on  tbe 
staff  of  Maj.-Gen.  Cauby,  resigned  in  186G.  and  in 
the  same  year  was  appointed  Secretary  of  I,egntiuii  it 
Paris,  where  he  remained  for  nine  years  uitdor  Minis- 
ters Dix  and  E.  B.  Washhurne,  and  Uirougti  tlieiiicge 
and  the  commune.  In  187S  he  waa  transferred  tQ^ 
London,  in  1877  to  St.  Petersburg,  and  iu  FcbmaijrJ 
1883,  was  appointed  minist«r  to  Denmark.  ^M 

The  second  daughter,  Ruth,  married  Malurio  Urfl 
ingston,  of  New  York,  a  grandson  of  Oen.  AIorguM 
Lewis,  of  Revolutionary  fame,  and  of  Gertriidi;  Llv-  ^ 
ingston,  sister  of  Chancellor  Livingston. 

The  son,  Edmund  Lincoln,  married  Nathalie  El., 
daughter  of  Curnclia  (Prime)  and  Itoberl  Ray,  of 
New  York,  and  died  at  Geneva,  Switzerland,  iu  ISGS 
while  traveling  for  his  health.  His  widow  now  re- 
sides on  the  homestead  at  Taunton. 

In  early  life  Eilmund  Kayliea  belonged  to  tlio  Or-  I 
thodox  denomination,  but  after  his  marriage  lie  h^ 
came  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  wa» 
for  many  yean*  a  veslrymun  of  St.  Thninua'  Church 
at  Taunton,  as  well  ua  one  of  those  who  gave  most 
liherally  towards  the  linilding  of  the  prc^nl  Muoe 
etliDce.  In  politics  he  was  an  old-fashioned  Whig,  and 
when  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  broke  out,  he  warmly 
supported  the  government;  was  in  favor  of  active 
lEieaaures  against  the  South,  and  being  too  advanced 
in  years  to  serve  his  c()untry  in  the  field  procure  an 
able-bodied  substitute,  whom  he  sent  to  the  front  as 
his  representative. 

Of  medium  height  and  fine  appearance,  with  clear 
blue  eyes  and  a  llorid  complexion,  he  strongly  rtstem- 
bled  tlie  Duke  of  Wellington,  for  whom  he  has  been 
Rilstuken  in  Europe.  He  retained  his  strikingly  erei't 
carriage  until  his  death,  in  his  nincty-Br^t  year.  He 
waa  not  more  remarkable  for  his  courtly  inauuen 
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thnn  for  his  uprightness  of  character  and  invariable 
truthfulness.  lie  was  most  liberal  where  his  heart 
and  his  judgment  approved,  but  as  unostentatious  in 
his  charities  as  in  his  manner  of  life.  He  always  re- 
gretted not  having  been  forced  to  go  to  college,  was  a 
great  reader,  had  a  wonderful  memory,  and  was  a 
charming  conversationalist.  A  man  of  rare  judg- 
ment and  business  capacity.  As  a  director  of  the 
Taunton  National  Bank,  the  Old  Colony  Iron  Com- 
pany, the  Taunton  Copper  Manufacturing  Company, 
the  Taunton  locomotive  Manufacturing  Company, 
and  other  corporations,  he  gave  wise  and  prudent 
counsel.  He  was  for  many  years  a  trustee  of  the 
Taunton  Public  Library,  and  was  a  member  of  the 
MnssnchuAetts  Society  of  the  Cincinnati,  tin  farm 
interested  him  deeply,  and  he  was  especially  success- 
ful in  Kctting  out  trees,  many  hundreds  of  which,  by 
their  vigorous  growth  and  commanding  size,  bear 
witness  to  his  skill.  At  the  death  of  his  bf other 
Henjaniin,  in  18G9,  the  family  estate  at  Dighton  re- 
verted to  him,  and  he  devoted  himself  to  its  improve- 
ment. He  retained  his  faculties  unimpaired  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  at  Taunton,  May  16, 187B,  after 
a  short  illness.  His  remains  were  interred  in  the 
family  plot  at  Dighton,  by  the  side  of  his  wife,  and 
near  the  other  deceased  members  of  his  family. 


ALFRED    BAYLIES,  M.D. 

Alfred  Baylies,  son  of  Thomas  and  Bethia  (Godfrey) 
Haylies,  was  born  in  Dighton,  Mass.,  Sept  16, 1787. 
He  was  brought  up  a  farmer,  and  retained  a  warm 
love  for  rural  life  and  horticulture  all  hii  days.  He 
attended  private  schools  and  studied  medicine  with 
his  uncle,  the  celebrated  Dr.  William  Baylies,  in  his 
native  town.  In  those  days  the  young  student  visited 
the  bedsides  of  the  sick  from  the  first,  and  experience 
and  observation  were  instructors  equal,  if  not  supe- 
rior, to  those  furnished  by  the  most  munificently-en- 
dowed college  at  the  present  day.  His  studies  finished, 
about  1813,  he  commenced  the  practice  of  medicine 
in  Taunton,  and  from  the  first  had  marked  success. 
He  married  Ilebecca  Dennis,  daughter  of  James 
Sproat,  Esq.,  of  Taunton,  Dec.  4,  1818.  They  had 
four  children, — Alfred  S.,  who  became  a  physician ; 
married,  December,  1844,  Jane  Ingell  Richmond,  and 
died  in  August,  1847,  leaving  two  children,— Alfred 
Wood  and  William  Sargent  (deceased);  Amelia  K, 
married  Samuel  Southgate;  resides  in  Plymouth,  and 
has  two  children ;  Ann  S.  (Mrs.  Charles  R.  Vickery) ; 
and  Adalinc  S.  Mrs.  Baylies  was  born  in  1789,  and 
died  July  24, 1843.  Dr.  Baylies  married  for  his  second 
wife  Frances  A.,  daughter  of  Abiathar  and  Nancy 
Denn  Williams,  Nov.  21,  1847.  Their  children  are 
IVfaria  W.  and  Esther  S.  He  died  July  2, 1873,  in  his 
eighty-sixth  year.  Dr.  Baylies  was  one  of  the  plain, 
unassuming  gentlemen  which  we  class  as  belonging 
to  the  old  school.  He  was  social,  methodical,  and 
fiystematic.     By  diligence  and  faithful  though  ardu- 


ous endeavors  he  acquired. a  large  and  lucrative  prac- 
tice. The  people  had  great  confidence  in  him,  and 
his  presence  in  a  sick  room  was  a  curative  agent  in 
itself.  He  despised  all  ostentation,  and  cared  little 
for  personal  appearance.  He  was  of  positive  find  de- 
termined nature,  and  fixed  in  his  ways.  He  possessed 
such  sound  judgment  that  he  was  generally  right,  and 
was  very  popular.  He  was  active  in  all  society  mat- 
ters; was  an  ardent  Freemason,  and  held  in  high 
honor  by  the  craft.  He  was  secretary  of  King  David 
LfOdge,  F.  and  A.  M.,  of  Taunton  for  over  thirty 
years,  and  during  the  dark  days  of  the  Morgan  ex- 
citement was  the  guardian  of  the  charter  of  the  lodge. 
The  brethren  at  Weir  named  their  lodge  "Alfred 
Baylies  Lodge,"  in  honor  of  his  masonic  virtues. 

He  was  very  fond  of  pets,  and  never  without  some 
one  of  the  lower  animals  on  which  to  lavish  attention. 
He  was  noted  for  his  knowledge  of  horticulture,  in 
the  pursuit  of  which  he  built  many  green -houses. 
He  grew  many  and  rare  varieties  of  grapes,  and 
manufactured  a  large  amount  of  wine.  He  was  a 
great  reader,  keeping  himself  fully  abreast  of  the 
times.  His  reading  was  solid  and  substantial,  largely 
professional,  historical,  and  scientific.  Of  sterling 
honesty,  he  never  made  an  appointment  or  a  promise 
of  any  kind  that  was  not  rigidly  and  promptly  kept. 
His  word  was  as  good  as  his  bond,  and  neither  was 
ever  protested.  He  was  an  affectionate  husband  and 
a  loving  father,  and  he  particularly  enjoyed  the  hap- 
piness of  the  home  circle,  although  he  never  mur- 
mured when  called  from  it  to  face  wintry  storms 
for  the  relief  of  suffering.  He  gave  his  children 
advantages  of  good  education,  and  was  in  favor  of 
everything  tending  to  improve,  elevate,  or  instruct 
humanity.  He  was  for  years  a  trustee  of  Bristol 
Academy,  and  none  did  more  hearty  or  valuable 
labor  than  he  in  the  cause  of  higher  education.  He 
was  Unitarian  in  religious  belief,  and  Whig  and  Re- 
publican in  politics.  Although  prised  as  a  citizen 
and  a  social  companion,  his  memory  will  be  longer 
cherished  as  the  "  beloved  physician,"  who  for  over 
half  a  century  filled  a  place. in  Taunton  and  sur- 
rounding towns  none  other  can  ever  fill.  He  was  a 
man  who,  in  all  the  walks  of  life,  was  of  inflexible 
integrity.  This  was  his  pre-eminent  characteristic. 
His  object  in  all  the  varied  demands  of  life  was  to 
ascertain  his  duty,  and  then  to  do  it  at  whatever  cost. 
No  higher  encomium  on  any  man's  memory  could  be 
written.  Thus  he  honored  his  domestic  relations,  his 
professional  position,  his  social  and  civic  obligations, 
and  exemplified  the  teachings  and  requirements  of 
the  church  of  his  choice. 


HON.  CHARLES   RICK   VICKERY; 
Hon.  Charles  Rice  Vickery  was  born  in  Weir  vil- 
lage, Taunton,  Mass.,  Nov.  24,  1800,  and  died  at  his 
residence  in  this  city,  Jan.  16,  1883.     He  was  a  son 
of   Capt.   David   and   Priscilla   (Barnum)   Vickery. 
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Bis  mother  was  the  daughter  of  C&leb  Barnum,  the 
seventh  minister  of  Taunton,  who  died  in  1776,  nhile 
on  his  way  tojoina  regiment  of  Coniineiitalaaa  chap- 
lain, soon  after  the  outbreak  of  tlie  Revolution. 

Mr.  Vickery  wa«  bent  known  to  the  present  gener- 
Ktion  by  his  yean  of  service  aa  cashier  and  president 
of  the  Machinists'  Bank,  but  prior  to  those  dutioa  lio 
vras  an  energetic  merchant,  and  one  of  the  best  mic- 
tioncera  tliat  ercr  wielded  a  hummer  in  Unstol 
County.  Mr.  Vickery  was  also  nn  old-fashioned 
Demofrat,  and  fur  muuy  ycarH  au  active  politiuiikii 
and  leader  of  thst  party  in  this  county,  His  service 
in  8tal«  duties  was  ns  senator  from  this  district  in 
165'J.  He  wim  poatmnaler  of  Taunton  for  more  than 
twenty  years,  and  held  many  olIit-eB  of  trust.  His 
geniality  and  pleasant  manners  inutle  him  a  wide  cir- 
cle of  friends  during  his  long  life. 

He  was  twice  married,  first  to  Rebecca  Church, 
and  had  four  BD:iB,^Charle8  0.,  John  M.,  Benjamin 
C,  4nd  James  E.,— all  of  whom  were  burn  in  Taun- 
ton, grew  to  maturity,  and  all  died  before  their  liithcr. 
Ur.  Vickery  married  for  his  second  wife  Ann  S., 
daughter  of  Dr.  Alfred  Baylies,  of  Taunton.  Nov.  30, 
1666.    She  survives  l>im. 

Mr.  Vickery  was  for  many  years  a  prominent  mem- 
ber of  the  First  Congregational  Society,  and  a  mem- 
ber of  tlie  building  committee  of  the  present  church. 

Mr.  Vickery  was  a  man  of  unblemished  churncter, 
spotless  integrity,  sound  and  discriminating  judg- 
ment, keen  foresight,  and  conservative  in  oil  hia 
views.    He  lived  respected  and  died  regretted. 


TIIBODORK  DEAN. 


Thtodore  Dean  is  a  lineal  descendant  in  the  seventh 
generation  from  John  Deane,  who  came  from  Chard, 
England,  in  1637,  and  settled  in  Timnton,  then  called 
Cohannet.  The  line  of  descent  from  John  Dcane  (for- 
merly spelled  witli  an  "e"  flnal)  to  Theodore  Deun 
is  as  follows:  John}  and  Alice  Deane  had  several  chil- 
dren, the  second  sou  of  whom  was  JKomiu',  born 
1642,  died  IG90.  He  married  Katharine  Stephens, 
who  died  in  1720.  Their  second  son  was  Tkoma^, 
born  1S73,  died  Sept.  10,  1747.  Hu  married  Mary 
Kingi-ley,  of  Milton.  She  died  Feb.  1,  174!),  aged 
Boventy-four  years.  Their  second  son  wus  Joiiah*, 
born  1699,  died  March  23, 1778.  He  married,  in  1737, 
Jane,  daughter  of  Capt,  Nehcmiah  Washburn,  of 
Braintree.  She  was  born  in  1716,  and  died  In  1700. 
They  had  children,  the  fourth  son  of  whom  was  //wi. 
Jb»(ii/i',  born  March  li,  1748.  Ho  was  member  of 
Congress  from  1807-9;  died  Oct.  14,  1818.  He  mar- 
ried Sarah  Byriim,  who  was  horn  in  1750,  and  died 
Jan.  13,  1849,  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-nijie 
years.  They  had  eight  children,  the  seventh  of  whom, 
Eliab  Byram,  born  1788,  died  Nov.  2,  1871.  He  nmr- 
ried  Charlotte  Williams,  of  Tuunton,  and  hud  twelve 
children,  one  of  whom  i.t  Theodore.     For  a  more  com- 


plete history  of  John  Oeaue,  tlie  ancestor,  aco  "  Pio- 
neer History  of  Taunton." 

Bliai  Byraitt  Dtan'  wa*  a  native  of  Rayiihani,  was 
a  manuruuturcr  of  iron  in  early  life,  but  lowunl  the 
close  was  ii  farmer.  Ua  was  u  WhiK  and  Uupublican, 
but  never  an  aspirant  for  political  honors.  For  taon 
tliau  fifty  yean  he  was  n  deacon  of  the  Congn^alional 
Church  in  Raynhnm,  and  his  faithful  wife  was  a  mem- 
ber until  Irt  death. 

Thuodunt  Duan  was  born  in  lUyiiham,  Dec  81, 
I6(PD.    Ho  rccuivod  a  common  school  and  acuilcmiu 
education  at  Bristol  Academy,  Taunton,  Mass.     At 
elghlei'u  ho  commenced   teaching,  nnd  taught  four 
winters  with  credit  to  himself  and  aatlsfikction  lo  hi« 
conatiUieiiLs.     He  was  reared  a  farmer  and  maiiufac- 
ttirer  of  iron,  nnd  eoulinued  witli  his  fiitliar  unUl  J 
1848,  when  he  purchased  his  father's  intorost  in  l4l*  H 
"old  iron   forge"  at   Raynhum,  and  continuetl   to  ^ 
conduct  a  successful  busineas  until  1673.    This  forge 
was  th'e  first  in  the  Old  Colony,  nnd  one  of  the  tint 
in  America,  those  at  Lynn  and  Braintree  having  been 
establisheil  at  an  earlier  date.    This  forge  or  bloomerr     _ 
was  established  by  Meaara.  Henry  and  James  Leonard  J 
and  Ralph  Russell  as  early  as  1656.    "The  foi^e  at  ■ 
Raynham  was  Uie  );reat  joint-stuck  compniiy  uf  that  V 
vicinity  and  period."    Theiie  works  were  undoubtedly 
very  profitable,  and  the  records  aay  that  "  my  share" 
or  "  share«  in  the  iron-works"  were  transmitted  from 
father  to  son,  or  other  heirs,  for  several  generations. 
This  old  forge  is  now  ( 1883)  owne<i  by  Tlieodofu  Dean. 
It  has  been  several  times  remodeled,  and  was  in  suo- 
oessful  operation  for  more  than  two  hundred  years. 
Mr.  Dean  is  also  a  descendant  from  the  Leonania  om    J 
his  father's  side  and  through  his  grandmotlier,  Sarah    ^ 
Byram,  daughter  of  the  K«v.  Eliab  Hyram. 

Mr.  Dean  removed  to  Taunton,  Aug.  1&,  18ik>,  and 
has  continued  to  reside  here  since.  He  ia  a  Itepub- 
lican  in  politics,  and  repreaentcd  Raynham  and 
Easton  in  the  State  Legislature  in  1866.  serving  on 
til e  Committee  of  Banks  and  Banking,  lu  1851  ha 
was  chosen  a  director  of  Bristol  County  Bank,  and, 
September,  1858,  was  chosen  its  president,  and  haa 
served  in  tliut  capacity  till  llie  prenent  time.  In 
18GiJ  the  nunie  of  this  hank  was  chungcd  to  "  Bristol 
County  National  Bank."  He  is  a  director  in  various 
manufacturing  interests  both  at  home  and  abroad, 
and  in  all  uf  his  varied  inlerestjs  has  been  succeafifnl. 
Sir.  Deun  is  one  of  Taunt<m's  most  respected  and 
wealthy  ci I i /ens.  He  is  a  mau  of  energy  and  deci- 
siori  of  character,  with  strong  convictions,  which  he 
does  not  tack  the  courage  openly  to  avow,  and  in  all 
niiitters  of  business  and  liiiance  his  rare  judgment 
and  sagacity  are  U[iqnestioned.  He  married  Lydia 
A.  Ijord  in  November,  1854.  They  have  had  three 
children:  (1)  Florence,  born  Nov.  13,  ISSti,  married, 
Oct.  25,  1876,  Charies  D.  Stickney,  of  Fall  River,  and 
h>Ls  two  children,— Harold  D.  and  Adelaide  L.;  {•!) 
Charles  Theodore,  born  March  1, 186U,  and  died  Aug. 
27,  1865;  aud  (3)  Bertha,  born  Sept.  16,  186C. 
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WILLIAM  MASON. 

William  Mason,  the  founder  of  the  Mason  Machine- 
Works  at  Taunton,  Mass.,  belongs  to  that  class  of  in- 
telligent and  vigorous  mechanics  who,  in  spite  of 
early  disadvantages  and  by  the  force  of  native  genius, 
leave  their  impress  upon  the  age  in  which  they  live. 
New  England  has  been  especially  fruitful  in  such 
men,  and  they  in  turn  have  rewarded  her  by  making 
her  the  pride  and  glory  of  America.  The  following 
sketch  of  the  life  of  Mr.  Mason  is  taken  mainly  from 
"The  HiRtory  of  American  Manufactures,"  by  J. 
Lcniidor  IJisliop,  A.M.,  M.D.,  and  "  llc])ro8cntatives 
of  New  England,"  by  J.  D.  Van  Siyck,  published 
respectively  in  1864  and  1879. 

William  Mason  was  born  at  Mystic,  Conn.,  in  1808, 
and  was  the  son  of  a  blacksmith  and  small  farmer. 
His  boyhood  was  passed  in  his  father's  shop  and  on 
the  farm  two-thirds  of  each  year,  and  the  remainder 
in  the  country  school.  When  he  was  three  years  old 
the  family  removed  to  a  small  island  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Mystic  Hi  ver.  Here  they  remained  for  three  years, 
and  then  removed  to  Stonington,  where  the  father 
cultivated  a  small  farm  and  worked  at  his  trade  as  a 
blacksmith.  William's  mechanical  aptitude  early 
manifested  itself.  He  fashioned  his  toys  himself, 
using  his  father's  jack-knife,  and  when  eight  years  of 
age  made  jcw's-harps,  aOorwards  some  skates  and 
sleds.  He  also  succeeded  in  making  musical  instru- 
ments of  various  kinds. 

At  thirteen  years  of  age  he  left  home,  and  going 
to  Canterbury,  Windham  Co.,  Conn.,  he  entered  the 
spinning- room  of  a  small  cotton -factory  as  an  opera- 
tive. William  worked  at  cotton-spinning  for  about 
four  years,  spending  one  year  at  Lisbon  in  a  cotton- 
thread  factory.  While  at  Lisbon,  one  of  the  more 
complicated  machines  needed  repairs,  and  it  was 
found  that  young  Mason  alone  could  make  them. 
This  fnct  becoming  known  at  East  Haddam,  where  a 
mill  for  the  manufacture  of  thread  was  about  to  be 
established,  he  was  sent  for  to. start  the  machines, 
though  only  fifteen  years  of  age.  While  employed  at 
cotton-spinning  at  Canterbury  he  amused  himself  by 
making  a  "hurdy-gurdy."  This  instrument  is  still 
retained  by  Mr.  Mason  as  a  memento  of  his  early  me- 
chanical recreations. 

At  seventeen  he  entered  the  machine-shop  attached 
to  the  cotton-mill  at  Canterbury  to  learn  the  details 
of  machine- work,  and  devoted  himself  to  it  three 
years,  when  he  closed  his  apprenticeship  and  went  to 
New  Hartford,  near  Utica,  N.  Y.  Here  he  obtained 
work  in  a  machine-shop,  but  within  a  month  the 
company  failed  and  the  shop  was  closed.  The  busi- 
ness, however,  was  soon  started  again,  though  on  a 
more  limited  scale,  and  young  Mason  was  re-engaged. 
After  having  been  there  about  six  months  he  returned 
to  his  old  employer  at  Canterbury,  and  soon  had 
fmislied  and  set  up  the  first  power  loom  used  in  this 
country  for  the  manufacture  of  diaper  linen.  He  also 
constructed  an  ingenious  loom  for  weaving  damask 
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table-cloths,  the  figures  of  the  middle  and  borders 
being  interwoven ;  but  this  machine,  nnfortanate)y, 
had  a  short  career,  as  his  employer  soon  failed.  Mr. 
Mason,  who  had  always  posseBsed  a  taste  for  art,  es- 
pecially for  the  art  of  painting,  established  himself 
for  a  short  time  as  a  portrait-paint«r.  Thii,  however^ 
was  not  to  be  his  life-work. 

In  1832  he  received  an  order  from  John  Hyde,  of 
Mystic,  for  some  diaper-looms.  He  had  neither  shop 
nor  means  to  warrant  his  taking  the  contract,  but  ob- 
taining an  advance  on  the  job,  he  contracted  for  the 
necessary  frames  at  a  shop  in  Willi  man  tic,  with  the 
privilege  for  himself  and  assistant  of  working  there. 
Thus  he  realized  a  profit  of  about  ten  dollars  a  day. 
This  was  the  turning-point  of  his  career,  and  he 
thenceforward  devoted  himself  to  the  manufacture 
of  machinery. 

The  reputation  gained  by  the  fulfillment  of  this 
contract  with  Mr.  Hyde  was  the  means  of  securing 
for  Mr.  Mason  an  engagement  with  Asel  Lanphear, 
who  had  a  machine-shop  in  Ki)lingly,  Conn.,  and 
was  at  work  on  a  new  device  for  spinning,  which  has 
become  well  known  as  the  ring  and  traveler,  or  ring- 
frame.  It  was  tlie  invention  of  John  Thorp,  of  Prov- 
idence, R.  I.,  by  whom  it  was  patented  Dec.  81, 1828. 
This  invention  had  been  attempted  several  times 
before,  but  without  success.  Mr.  Lanphear  soon 
failed,  ond  Mr.  Mason  took  charge  of  the  establish- 
ment on  account  of  the  creditors,  receiving  a  per- 
centage on  the  business.  In  the  ring-traveler,  un- 
develo}ied  and  unskillfully  made  as  it  was,  he  saw  the 
germ  of  a  most  important  improvement,  and  he  at 
once  constructed  a  machine  for  making  it  more  per- 
fectly and  of  an  improved  form.  He  remodeled  and 
perfected  the  **  ring,"  and  designed  a  new  and  taste- 
ful iron  frame  in  place  of  the  clumsy  affair  previously 
made.  There  was  at  first  a  limited  demand,  owing 
to  the  prejudice  created  by  the  •failure  of  the  old 
machine.  The  new  device,  however,  soon  acquired  a 
reputation  which  it  has  retained  to  the  present  time. 

Having  remained  at  Killingly  two  years,  Mr. 
Mason  entered  the  employ  of  Crocker  &  Richmond, 
then  doing  a  large  business  in  the  manufacture  of 
cotton  machinery  at  Taunton,  Mass.  For  the  next 
twelve  months  he  worked  steadily  on  his  ring-frames. 
In  the  financial  crisis  of  1887  Crocker  &  Richmond 
failed,  and  were  largely  indebted  to  Mr.  Mason. 
Not  discouraged,  however,  by  this  disaster,  he  at  once 
devised  a  "  speeder"  or  "  roving-machine."  Shortly 
afterwards  the  old  machine-shop  of  Crocker  &  Rich- 
mond was  started  up  again  by  Leach  &  Keith,  and 
Mr.  Mason  was  employed  as  foreman,  with  his  pat- 
ented speeder  as  a  specialty.  The  building  of  this 
machine  soon  gave  way  to  the  manufacture  of  the 
great  invention  of  his  life,  the  "self-acting  mule." 
On  this  he  experimented  about  two  years,  and  re- 
ceived his  patent  Oct.  8,  1840.  About  the  same  time 
the  machine  known  as  the  "Scotch  mule"  was  intro- 
duced into  this  country,  and  a  more  formidable  rival 
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ftppenred  in  1841  in  the  "Sharp  Se  RoberU  mule," 
imported  by  Moj.  Bradford  Durfee,  aud  patented  in 
this  country  Oct.  11,  1841.  The  latter  machine  v/ua 
In  HOme  rapects  superior  to  thxt  of  Mr.  Miwon,  aotl 
he  Bct  himaelf  to  make  an  entirely  new  mule.  In 
this  he  sutceeded,  rei:eiving  a  patent,  Oct,  3,  1846,  for 
nhat  is  known  among  cotton  manufaclnrera  iis 
Mason's  self-acting  mule.  Just  before  completing 
thjii  machine,  in  the  winter  of  1S42,  he  vr»a  taken  ill, 
and,  to  add  to  hia  trouble.  Leach  &  KettU  failed, 
owing  him  a.  large  amount. 

On  his  recovery  lie  determineil  to  engoge  in  Iiuhi- 
ness  on  his  own  account,  and  through  the  I'riendly 
aaaisUnce  of  James  K.  Mills  &  Co.,  of  Boston,  lie  be- 
came the  principal  owner  and  manager  of  the  works. 
The  prosperous  times  which  succeeded  the  l*riir  of 
1842,  and  the  confidence  of  cotton  and  other  muTiufac- 
turers  in  hia  mechanical  abilities  at  once  establiebed  a 
bttaineas  which  in  a  very  few  yearseuabledhim  to  erect, 
after  bis  own  design,  the  noble  buildings  known  as  the 
Mason  Machine- Works,  the  targeat,  it  bus  been  aaid, 
ever  erected  at  oue  time  for  the  manufacture  of  ma- 
chinery. The  mainshop  was  three  hundred  and  fifteen 
feet  long  and  three  stories  high,  but  addition  after  ad- 
dition liaa  been  made  to  accommodate  a  constuntly  in- 
creasing business  until  now  thcbuildings  cover  an  arcn 
of  ten  acres.  His  business  for  many  years  comprised 
the  manufacture  of  cotton  and  woolen  machinery,  ma- 
chinists' tools,  blowers,  cupola  furnaces,  gearing  and 
ahafting,  but  the  branch  in  which  he  wad  especially 
■uccesaful  was  the  manufacture  of  cotton  machinery. 
In  this  department  lie  labored  indefatigably  to  devise 
Knd  introduce  those  various  improvements  which 
have  contributed  to  increase  the  production,  extend 
the  consumption,  and  diminish  the  price  of  cottou 
&brics. 

In  1S52,  having  placed  his  business  asamanufac- 
tnrer  of  cottou  aud  woolen  machinery  and  of  the 
iron-work  just  named  on  a  solid  basis,  he  revived  on 
a  new  and  additional  enterprise.  The  flrat  locomotive 
was  brought  into  this  country  from  England  early  in 
1880  by  Horatio  Allen,  of  New  York;  and  the  first 
American  mechanic  to  engage  successfully  in  their 
manufacture  was  Motthias  W.  Baldwin,  of  Philadel- 
phia, who  built  the  first  engine  in  1332,  aud  waa  fol- 
lowed by  Thomas  Rogers,  of  Patersou,  N.  J.,  in  1837. 
Both  of  the»e  mechanics  made  important  improve- 
ments in  the  details  of  their  locomotives.  These, 
however,  were  still  built  on  the  general  plan  and 
model  of  the  English  locomotives.  Mr.  Mason  de- 
termined to  contrive  a  new  model,  and  in  18fi3  lie 
brought  out  his  tirst  locomotive,  which  at  once  at- 
tracted attention  for  ita  beauty  and  taste,  as  well  as 
for  its  workmanship.  The  general  form,  as  well  as 
numerous  improvements  in  details  presented  by 
him,  has  since  been  adopted  by  locomotive- builders 
throughout  the  country.  He  had  erected  in  18.^2  ad- 
ditional buildings,  and  he  now  entered  vigorously  into 
thU  new  field. 


One  of  the  improvements  introduced  by  Mr.  Mason 
was  the  casting  of  truck-wheels  for  locomotives  and 
tenders  with  hollow  or  tubular  spokes  and  rims,  in- 
stead of  the  plate  or  solid  wheels  then  in  use.  This 
secured  greater  strength  to  the  tnick-wlieeli,  and 
made  them  uniform  with  the  driving-wheels  of  the 
locomotives.  The  first,  locomotives  brought  out  by 
Mr.  MiuiDn  in  1853  were  furnislied  with  thaw  im- 
proved trtick-wheels. 

In  1857  the  Boston  firm  with  which  Mr.  MaM>n 
wau  counected  in  business  failed,  and  for  a  short  tima 
he  was  obliged  to  suspend  payments.  He,  however, 
soon  started  again  on  his  own  account,  and  conducted 
the  business  alone  uutil'  1873,  wheu  an  incor|>orat«d 
uompauy  was  formed  for  the  purpose  of  perpetuating 
the  business  in  the  hands  of  his  heirs  ami  successur*. 
It  has  since  been  known  as  the  itawa  Machine- 
Works. 

In  1879  there  was  added  to  the  other  works  the 
manufacture  of  the  Campbell  printing-press,  for  the 
accommodation  of  which  the  capacity  of  thu  shops 
ha-t  been  greatly  enlarged,  and  new  machinery  put  in 
adapted  to  tliat  branch.  The  works  produce  an 
average  of  one  press  a  day,  and  employ  in  all  depart- 
ments about  a  tliousund  hands.  The  ollicers  uf  the 
company  are  William  Miwon,  president;  William  H. 
Bent,  treasurer;  Frederick  Mason,  agent. 

(Since  the  above  was  written  Mr.  Mason  baa  passed 
awuy.     He  died  May  21, 1883.) 


IIBNRT  a.  RKKD. 

The  family  of  Reed,  spelled  variously  Reads,  Rede, 
Rcid,  Road,  and  liced,  traces  it«  lineage  back  to  Ibe 
Norman  conquest.  Among  the  names  contained  on 
the  muster-roll  of  William  tlie  Conqueror  in  1060  was 
John  Rede,  or  John  of  Rede.  (See  biography  of 
Hanry  U.  Read,  of  Attleborough.) 

Williaia  Remk,  supposed  to  be  the  son  of  William 
Rende  and  IjUcy  Hennge,  was  bom  in  1G05,  and  sailed 
from  Gravesend,  in  the  County  of  l£ent,  iu  the  "  As- 
surance de  Lo"  (Isaac  llroomwell  and  George  I'entey, 
masters),  in  1(>35.  He  settled  in  Weymouth,  Mass., 
and  was  made  freeman  Sept.  2,  IGSG.  He  bought  a 
house  and  land  of  Zuchary  Bicknell,  for  seven  puuuds, 
thirteen  shillings,  and  four  ponce,  in  lti3fi. 

Mr.  Reade  was  among  the  early  settlers  of  Wey- 
mouth, it  having  been  made  a  plantation' May  8, 
1635,  and  Rev.  Mr.  Hull  and  twenty-one  families  set- 
tled there.  He  was  representative  from  Weymouth 
in  lG.tG  and  1(138. 

The  Christian  name  of  his  wife,  it  is  supposed,  was 
Avise.  Their  children  were  William,  Esther,  Thomas, 
John,  Mary,  and  Margaret. 

John',  son  of  William',  of  Weymouth,  waa  born  in 
1649,  married  Bethiah  Frye.  Their  children  were 
John,  WiUiiaa,  Thomas,  George,  Mary,  Kuth,  aiid 
Hannah. 

Mr.  Reade  waa  a  house-carpenter,  and  appewa  to 


t^  ^^ 


868 


HISTORY   OP  BKI8T0L  COUNTY,  MASSACnUSETTS. 


brook.  These  gentlemen  are  now  widely  known  ia 
having  been  many  yenra  eflicJeutly  connecteii  with 
the  business,  end  having  developed  qunlitiee  which 
render  their  services  of  grent  value.  Dolh  entered 
the  employ  of  the  eompanj  young,  and  both  Imve 
attained  to  large  Ejdieres  of  trust  and  reeponBibility 
in  their  respective  (leprirtment«. 

Of  the  anccatoni  of  the  family  in  tliia  country  little 
u  known,  except  that  they  are  believed  t<i  have  emi- 
jjrated  from  Seotlnnd.  Joeoph  Urabrook  and  Thonian, 
hie  brotlicr,  were  of  Concord,  Haas.,  in  1669.  From 
Joseph  Imve  descended  all  who  hear  the  name  in 
America. 

The  progenitors  from  Joseph'  were  Joseph*,  Boti- 
jamin',  Renjumin',  utui  Joseph'.  The  last- mentioned 
WCLS  the  father  of  Alfred  and  George  lirabrook;  alMi 
of  Joseph  Adams  Brubrook,  of  Lowell,  Mass.,  of  Rev. 
Benjamin  F.Brabrook.u  Baptist  elergyman,  who  died 
June  9, 1853,  at  Davenport,  Iowa,  and  of  Sarali  E.  A. 
Brabrook,  of  Taunton,  Mass.  Their  mother's  maiden 
name  was  Bally  Adams. 

Alfred  Brabrook  entered  the  service  of  Reed  & 
Barton  as  early  as  1S3T,  and  subsequently  secured  n 
place  for  his  brother  George.  It  Is  only  justice  to  the 
former  to  aay  that  he  has  been  a  most  efficient  and 
active  worker  for  the  interest  and  prosperity  of  the 
houae  for  nearly  fifty  years,  and  that  his  agency  has 
contributed  in  no  small  degree  to  extend  its  biiaineaa 
in  the  cities  where  he  has  traveled.  Alfred  married 
Martha  Dorrencc,  and  has  two  duughterH  living. 

George  Brabrook,  whose  portrait  appears  on  another 
page,  was  born  at  Acton,  Haas.,  Nov.  9,  1828.  He 
was  brought  Up  on  his  father's  farm  at  Acton,  and 
received  his  education  at  the  common  schools.  lie 
remained  on  the  farm  until  he  had  attained  his  ma- 
jority, and  in  1850  became  an  employ^  in  theshipping- 
room  of  Reed  &  Barton,  the  firm  with  which  he  is  at 
present  connected.  It  would  hardly  be  worth  while 
lo  enter  into  details  here  of  the  different  positions 
aince  filled  by  Mr.  Brabrook.  Re  has  devoted  him- 
self to  business  in  whatever  branch  he  has  puntueit 
with  untiring  diligence  and  energy,  and  it  is  not  too 
much  to  say  that  his  success  and  the  honors  which 
are  accorded  him,  both  by  employi^a  and  associates, 
are  commensurate  with  his  exertions  and  with  the  in- 
telligence and  genius  which  he  has  displayed  in  hia 
work.  Atler  being  in  the  employ  of  the  house  a 
short  time,  he  traveled  and  sold  goods  as  their  ugeiit. 
In  1859  he  became  a  partner  in  the  busin&ia,  and  bo 
remains  at  the  present  time. 

Oct.  25, 1860,  Mr.  Brabrook  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Eliza  H.  Knowles.  She  is  a  descendant  on  lier 
mother's  side  of  Rev.  Samuel  Danforth,  the  fourth 
minister  of  Taunton,  and  came  to  Taunton  from  her 
native  city  of  Boston  when  quite  young.  They  have 
two  sons,— Carleton  and  George  Hale. 


UAJ.  llENltV  llltUSON  FISH. 

Maj.  Henry  Hudson  Tish  wb4  the  son  of  Isaac  aud 
Sarah  Barker  Fish,  and  was  born  in  Provideace, 
Juno  C,  1807.  He  first  aliondeil  school  in  Provi- 
dence, and  was  tlien  sent  to  tlie  academy  at  Wr«n- 
Ihnni,  Maas.,  and  then  to  the  school  of  Rowland 
Greene,  in  PlainGeld,  Conn.  On  leaving  flcbmil  he 
entered  the  store  of  Frederic  Carpenter,  u(  Provt- 
dcnce,  and  atler  the  death  of  Mr.  Ourpoiitcr  liu  Ue- 
caniQ  a  clerk  of  Mr.  Henry  Barton.  He  thuu  wuut 
to  Boston,  into  the  auction  and  comuiitMion  store  of 
Whitewell,  Bond  &  Co.,  where  be  remained  until 
1827,  when  ho  went  to  Fall  River,  where  be  formed 
a  eopartnerahip  with  W.  H,  Hawkins  in  the  dry- 
goods  business,  one  of  the  earliest  houses  established 
there  in  that  business. 

After  several  yean  of  prosjierous  busineaa  be  waa 
etecled  treasurer  of  the  Fall  River  Savings  Institu- 
tion, and  while  holding  this  office  waa  in  1836  eleci«d 
cashier  of  the  Fall  River  Bank.  In  this  way  he  waa 
connected  with  the  business  interests  of  the  city  for 
nearly  forty  yean. 

In  1863  ill  health  compelled  him  to  resign,  after 
holding  the  last-named  position  twenty-seven  years. 

Alter  about  two  years'  rest  and  tmvel,  with  im- 
proved health  he  went  into  active  business  with 
Reed  &  Barton,  of  Taunton,  Mnas.,  tu  which  concern 
ho  had  been  a  partner  for  many  yean. 

From  that  time  he  resided  in  Boston  and  Taunton 
until  October,  1881,  wheu  he  went  to  Fall  UivM, 
making  liis  liouio  there  with  one  of  hio  married 
da  ugh  ten. 

He  married  Elixa  A.  Olaaier,  of  Fall  River,  Feb- 
ruary, 1830,  by  whom  ho  had  seven  children,  five  of 
whom  are  still  living. 

Soon  alter  becoming  a  cititen  of  Fall  River,  he 
was  elected  ensign  in  a  rifle  company  there,  and  sub- 
sequently was  elected  major  of  tlie  regiment.  He  be- 
came a  member  of  the  infantry  Sept.  9, 1824. 

He  was  much  interested  iu  music,  and  was  very  in- 
etrujuentul  in  forming  the  lint  military  hand  and  iu 
introducing  the  lirat  organ,  and  formed  a  society  fur 
the  study  and  practice  of  church  music. 

Ho  was  a  Sabbath- school  teacher  over  fifty  years, 
and  maintained  to  the  last  a  warm  iulerest  in  all 
philanthropic  efforts,  particularly  the  education  of 
the  freedmeu  and  Indians. 

He  died  Jan.  18,  1882,  and  was  buried  in  dak 
Grove  Cemetery,  Fiilt  Hiver, 


AlilEI,   i 
A.  B.  Staples  was  born  in  Taunton,  Mass.,  Jai 


19, 


1E19.  He  is  the  son  of  Eheneeer  and  Susantiab 
(Booth)  Staples.  His  grandfather  and  great-grand- 
father were  also  named  Ehenezer.  The  ancealon  for 
several  generations  have  resided  at  or  in  the  imme- 
diate vicinity  of  Taunton.  His  father  was  by  occu- 
pation a  brick-maker,  and  reared  quite  a  numerous 
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family.  His  children  were  Benjamin  F.,  Susannah 
P.,  Ebenexer  P.  (deceased),  AniEL  B.,  Fanny  M., 
Salome,  Lydia  M.,  Charity,  John  H.,  Henry  B.,  Ann 
G.,  Edward  W.,  and  Silas  L. ;  all  living  except  Eben- 
ezer,  and  all  in  Bristol  .County.  Ebenezer,  the 
father,  was  a  deacon  in  the  Baptist  Church,  and  one 
of  seven  who  founded  the  First  Baptist  Church  in 
Taunton.  The  family  for  several  generations  have 
been  Baptists. 

The  only  educational  advantage  enjoyed  by  A.  B. 
Staples  ill  his  youth  was  an  attendance  of  about  three 
months  of  each  vear  at  the  common  school  of  his 
town,  the  other  nine  months  he  worked  in  his  father's 
brick-yard. 

In  April  of  the  year  in  which  ho  attained  liis 
majority  (1840)  he  starte<l  business  for  himself.  He 
began  in  a  small  way  making  brick,  and  from  that 
time  to  the  present  this  has  been  his  business.  From 
year  to  year  he  added  to  his  facility,  and  increased 
his  capacity  for  manufacturing  until  he  is  now  one 
of  the  largest  brick  manufacturers  in  the  town.  He 
Is  also  quite  a  large  contractor,  and  sells  a  great  many 
brick  for  other  parties,  as  the  demand  upon  him  fre- 
quently exceeds  his  capability  for  making.  It  is 
worthy  of  remark  that  Mr.  Staples  has  never  stopped 
his  business  on  account  of  hard  times  or  financial  de- 
pression, and  never  discharged  his  men  because  his 
business  was  not  at  that  particular  time  remunerative, 
but  every  season  he  has  worked  the  season  through. 
From  the  first  it  was  his  ambition  'to  excel  in  the 
quality  of  his  goods,  and  to  this  ambition  may  be 
attributed  the  very  favorable  reception  his  bricks  meet 
with  at  the  hands  of  all  masons  using  them. 

Mr.  Staples  was  for  several  years  a  member  of  the 
City  Council  of  Taunton,  but  has  never  sought  politi- 
cal nflice.  Jle  has  chosen  to  devote  himself  earnestly 
and  entirely  to  his  business.  He  is  a  shareholder  in 
two  or  three  coasting  vessels,  is  a  charitable  man  so 
far  na  his  means  allow,  and  a  liberal  supporter  of  the 
church. 

He  married  April  20,  1842,  Mercy  J.,  daughter  of 
Haven  and  Hannah  Spooner,  of  Barre,  Worcester 
Co.,  Mass.  She  was  born  Jan.  3, 1818.  They  have 
had  four  children, — Abtel  IF.,  died  in  infancy;  Mary 
J.f  now  Mrs.  Levanseller,  of  West  Washington,  Me., 
she  has  one  child,  Clinton  W. ;  Emma^  died  in  infancy ; 
Hannah  F.,  now  Mrs.  Anthony  Hall,  of  Taunton; 
she  has  two  children,  Flora  F.  and  Albert  A. 


WILLIAM   H.  rnfTJilPS. 

From  the  best  data  at  hand  we  think  that  Capt. 
William  H.  Phillips  is  a  lineal  descendant  from  one 
William  Phillips,  who  was  one  of  the  first  purchasers 
in  Taunton  in  1G37  or  1638.  But  little  is  known  of 
him.  In  his  will,  dated  April  16,  1654,  he  calls  him- 
self threescore  and  ten  years  of  age.  He  gives  out 
his  small  estate  to  his  wife  Elizabeth  and  son  James, 


who,  if  he 'dies  without  issue,  then  to  his  daughter 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  James  Walker. 

This  James  Phillips  had  children,  however,  but 
their  names  are  not  known  to  the  writer.  He  prob- 
ably had  a  son  William,  and  certainly  a  grandson 
William,  who  was  a  native  of  Martha's  Vineyard. 
He  married  Lucy  Holly,  a  native  of  Nantucket. 
Their  children  were  John^  grandfather  of  Capt.  Wil- 
liam H.,  another  son  died  young,  and  four  daughters,  . 
who  obtained  maturity. 

John  Phillips,  son  of  William,  was  born  in  Taun- 
ton, Mass.,  March  20, 1781,  and  died  in  March,  1824. 
He  married  Deborah  Phillips.  She  was  bom  in 
Taunton,  Dec.  11, 1781,  and  died  Oct.  6, 1840.  From 
the  best  information  obtained  the  writer  is  of  the 
opinion  that  this  John  Phillips  was  a  cousin  to  the 
father  of  the  well-known  Wendell  Phillips,  and  this 
corresponds  to  the  tradition  of  the  family. 

John  Phillips  was  a  brickmaker  at  one  time  at 
Daversport,  but  finally  returned  to  Taunton  in  De- 
cember, 1812,  where  he  carried  on  that  business  quite 
extensively,  and  was  somewhat  engaged  in  farming 
also.  He  was  a  very  energetic  man,  a  g^at  worker, 
and  called  by  his  friends  "working  John."  He  was 
a  soldier  for  a  short  time  in  the  war  of  1812.  His 
children  were  WUliam  Stoddard;  Lucy  A.,  wife  of 
Benjamin  Stevens,  of  Pawtucket,  B.  I. ;  Robert,  lost 
at  sea  when  a  young  man ;  James ;  Sarah  W.  and 
Ann  M.  (twins) ;  Sarah  W.,  wife  of  Reuben  Pratt ; 
and  Ann  M.,  married  Eben  Paall. 

Capt.  William  H.  Phillips  is  also  a  great-grandson, 
on  his  mother's  side,  from  Jacob  Haskins,  who  was 
born  June  20, 1786,  and  on  the  6th  of  April,  1759,  we 
find  him  an  enrolled  soldier  in  "His  Majesty's  ser- 
vice" against  the  French  and  Indians.  They  marched 
from  Taunton  on  the  16th  of  April,  1769,  to  Boston, 
and  then  took  ship  on  the  10th  of  May  for  Louisburg, 
arriving  there  on  the  24th.  He  served  with  distinc- 
tion through  that  and  all  subsequent  wars  till  his 
death,  Jan.  4, 1819. 

The  first  of  his  ancestors  that  we  know  of  was  one 
William  Haskins  (or  Hoskins,  as  the  name  was 
sometimes  spelled).  He  was  at  Scituate,  Mass.,  in 
1634,  afterwards  at  Plymouth.  We  know  but  little 
of  him.  His  children  were  William,  born  Nov.  30, 
1647 ;  Samuel,  Mary,  Sarah,  Benjamin  E.,  and  Eliza- 
beth. 

William  (the  second)  was  the  one  who  settled  in 
Taunton ;    married,  July  3, 1677,  Sarah,  daughter  of 
Thomas  Casewell,  and  had  children, — Ann,  Sarah,  . 
William,  born    June  30,  1681;    and  Henry,  born 
May  13, 1683. 

Gen.  Jacob  Haskins,  above  mentioned,  married 

Mercy ,  June  26,  1754.    She  died  Feb.  17, 1839. 

Their  children  were  Betsey,  and  Hannah,  born  Dec. 
13,  1774,  and  died  May  11,  1843.  She  married  Enos 
Burt,  born  Sept.  3,  1760,  and  died  April  4,  1822. 
Of  their  ten  children,  Hannah,  born  May  12,  1799, 
I  was  the  third  child.    She  became  the^ife  of  William 
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Stoddard  Phiilipe,  and  mother  of  Cupt.  WilliMm  H. 
Pliillipa ;  Uaniinh  M. ;  John  if.,  whose  portrait  »nd 
'biography  are  in  tiijs  work;  James  O. ;  Enoa  U. ; 
Frances  D.,  died  in  infancy;  Dulraruli  P.;  Jncob, 
who  died  young ;  and  Mary  I^. 

William  H.  Phii-ujij,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
is  a  son  of  William  Stoddard  und  HiLnuah  (Itiirt) 
Phillips.  On  the  paternal  side  he  is  the  i^TUiidHon  uf 
John  Phillips,  of  Boston,  who  uunie  to  Taiiiit"!!  and 
married  Dobornh.a  dnugliter  of  Oiipt.  Jtiuiib  riiilliiw, 
a  well-known  and  highly-respectetl  dtizeii  of  Tuuii- 
ton,  who  carried  on  an  extensive  trade  by  meaua  of 
coasting  vessels  with  the  neighboring  seaport  towiia. 
John  Phiilips,  the  grandfather  of  WiUiiini  H.,  and 
also  his  father,  William  Stoddard  Phillips,  were  manu- 
iacturera  iif  brick,  and  followed  the  coasting  buainesv, 
principally  in  vesaelH  of  their  own.  Tlicy  were  euter- 
priaiug  and  successful  men,  particularly  the  lutlur, 
who  accumulated  considerable  property, 

William  H.  Phillips,  on  his  mother'a  side,  is  de- 
scended from  the  Biirts  of  Taunton.  His  mnternal 
great-grandfather  wiu  Stephen  Burt,  born  Jan.  26, 
1722,  and  died  August,  .1760.  Hia  wife's  name  waa 
Abigail.  She  survived  him  till  March  16, 1791,  when 
she  died  in  the  seventieth  year  of  her  age.  EnosBurt, 
born  Sept.  3,  1760,  died  April  4,  1822,  and  Hannah, 
hia  wife,  born  Dec.  13,  1774,  died  May  11,  1843,  were 
the  parents  of  Mr.  Phillips'  mother.  Tlie  latter  was 
Hannah  Burt,  born  May  12,  1799,  and  died  Dec.  13, 
1872. 

William  H.  Phillips  was  born  on  an  inland  in  the 
Blackstone  River,  at  or  near  Central  Falls,  R.  I., 
March  29,  1825.  When  he  was  a  child  hia  parents 
returned  to  their  native  town  (Taunton),  and  here 
William  was  brought  up  and  attended  the  common 
Bchools  till  the  age  of  fourteen.  At  this  period  he 
began  to  go  to  sea  in  coasting  vessela  owned  by  liia 
father,  trading  at  Providence,  Fall  River,  New  Jlcd- 
ford,  and  other  neighboring  seaboard  towns.  Wil- 
liam took  charge  of  one  of  the  vessels  as  captain 
before  he  had  attained  the  age  of  eighteen.  He  con- 
tinued to  go  Ui  sea  unti!  1657,  when,  on  account  of 
the  increase  of  his  business,  he  luft  the  water  and  as- 
sociated himself  wi  til  CapLS.  N.  Suiplm,  of  Taunton, 
under  the  firm-name  of  Staples  &  PhilliiKi.  They 
have  since  been  engaged  in  the  shipping  and  band- 
ling  of  coal  and  iron,  and  in  general  commercial 
business. 

As  a  shipmaster,  Capt.  Pliiliips  was  eminently  suc- 
cessful. Since  his  association  with  Capt.  Staples  the 
firm  have  carried  on  a  large  and  increasing  businesg, 
notwithstanding  heavy  losses  in  consequence  of  the 
monetary  panic  of  1873.  They  have,  however,  by 
their  charai:t«ri8tic  energy,  surmounted  titeir  ditticul- 
ties  and  met  all  their  obligations.  Few  local  lirnis 
are  more  prosperous  than  they  are  at  the  present 

Mr.  Pliitlips  has  been  a  Republican  in  politics 
since  the  organization  of  the  party  in  165ti.    in  the 


last  municipal  election  lie  took  strung  gruuad  in 
fnvor  of  prohibition,  and  with  the  frieuda  of  th« 
temperance  cause  had  the  satisfaction  of  aoeing  tlieir 
ropresentative,  lion.  H.  I..  Uunhmuii,  uleotvil  iiinyur 
of  Taunton.  He  was  an  active  wnrkur  In  aitciiriiig 
the  charter  for  the  city  government  of  Tauntun,  and 
was  a  nionibcr  of  the  fint  City  Council.  He  uiid  his 
partner  buve  taken  an  active  interest  in  all  uieat>urw 
looking  to  the  growth  and  jira>|ierity  of  tlio  city. 
Aniiiiig  other  inturuttU  may  bu  inonliuiiMl  lliuir  ac- 
tivity in  behalf  of  the  horse  milroad  wUii:li  runs 
through  the  heart  of  the  city,  connecting  Weir  vil- 
lage and  Whittington. 

In  religious  faith  and  practice,  Mr.  Pliilli|>s  is  an 
enrnest  and  devoted  Uetiiodist,  and  his  ium\  and  lib- 
erality in  behalf  uf  the  cniiaa  have  liucn  cviucutl  III 
tlio  enlargement  of  the  Methodist  Kpiscupul  CliurEh 
at  Weir  village,  and  the  founding  of  Grace  Methodist 
Episcopal  Churcli  at  Taunton. 

He  married  Fanny  W.,  daughter  of  Jo«liua  and 
Sally  (Richmond)  Shaw,  of  North  Middlcl>ur»ngh, 
Mass.,  Jan.  17,  1848.  She  waa  born  OcL  IS,  1823,  in 
North  Mlddleborougb,  Muss.  Their  children  were 
Henry  S.,  who  died  in  infancy,  and  Tsadure  L.,  tM>ru 
Aug.  20,  1S52.  She  married  John  F,  Uuntgtimery, 
of  Taunton,  Jan.  27,  1875.  They  have  threu  chil- 
dren, vis.:  Fnnny  W.,  Hugh,  and  Mary  1*. 

JOHN    MARSHALL   PHILLTPS. 

JoiiK  Marshall  Puillii-s,  a  younger  brother  of 
William  H.  Pbilliiw,  was  born  in  Tsunlon,  Mum., 
April  8,  182U.  Ho  won  brought  up  partly  on  the 
farm  and  partly  os  a  sailor  on  coasting  vessels  Iki- 
loiiging  to  hia  father,  and  begun  to  go  to  sea  ut  about 
twelve  years  of  age.  Up  to  this  time  he  had  been  a 
regular  attendant  at  the  common  schools)  but  be- 
tween twelve  and  twenty  hia  time  was  divided  be- 
tween sailing  in  summer  and  going  to  school  in 
winter.  During  thiii  perioil  of  hia  seafaring  life 
he  developed  much  independence  of  character,  and 
was  a  mate  at  seventeen  and  a  captain  at  nineteen 
years  of  age. 

In  1840,  at  the  age  of  twenty,  ho  wna  among  the 
first  adventurers  to  California,  making  tlie  voyage 
thither  via  Cape  Horn  iu  the  brig  "Triumph,"  com- 
manded by  his  uncle,  Cupt.  Hiram  Burl.  It  reipiircd 
two  hundred  and  sixty  days  to  make  the  voyage. 
His  life  of  two  years  in  the  uiiuca  was  comparatively 
uneventful,  or  at  least  partook  of  those  character- 
iatius  of  mining  life  which  are  now  commonly  under- 
stood and  familiar  to  most  readcra.  During  liis  so- 
journ iu  Camp  Saco,  u  Mexican  town,  an  incident 
Jeserving  of  record  occurred.  Capt.  Philliju  ob- 
served that  among  the  flags  floating  from  the  build- 
ings in  lite  mouiiLiins  there  was  no  Hag  of  the 
Uuited  Htutcs,  to  whom  the  country  buloiigcil,  and 
he  determined  to  raise  the  symbol  of  America  in 
the  town.    There  was  no  American  flag  Ui  be  found. 
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and  no  materinls  to  make  one  of  could  be  procured 
flliort  of  a  difltance  of  one  hundred  and  seventy-five 
niiloH;  yet  hucIi  was  the  ardor  and  patriotism  of  Capt. 
Phillips  that  these  difTiculties  were  not  considered  too 
great;  the  distance  was  traveled,  the  materials  pro- 
cured at  whatever  cost,  and  in  due  time  a  "star-span- 
gled banner/'  made  by  his  own  hands,  with  the  assist- 
ance of  his  partner,  was  flung  to  the  Pacific  breeze 
and  floated  proudly  among  the  emblems  of  other 
nationalities.  This  was  the  first  American  flag  ever 
raised  in  that  town. 

lieturning  home,  Capt.  Phillips  purchased  a  vessel 
and  engaged  in  the  coasting  trade.  This  business  he 
has  since  followed,  with  varying  fortunes  and  inci- 
dents, till  within  a  few  years  past.  He  has  built 
several  vessels  of  late  years,  among  which  may  be 
mentioned  the  "  Calvin  P.  Harris,"  launched  at 
Bath,  Me.,  in  August,  1871,  and  the  "Alfred  Bra- 
brook,"  launched  in  October,  1873,  from  the  same 
yard, — that  of  (}o8s.  Sawyer  &  Packard,  Batli,  Me. 

He  owns  an  interest  in  a  number  of  vessels,  and  is 
part  owner  and  master  of  the  new  excursion  steamer 
"  Empire  State,"  plying  in  Boston  and  adjacent  waters 
as  a  summer  excursion  boat.  "The  Hand-Book  of 
Boston  Harbor"  speaks  of  this  steamer  thus : 

"One  of  the  chief  features  of  the  summer  pleasure 
of  Boston  is  the  immense  three-decked  steamer  '  Em- 
pire State,'  of  seventeen  hundred  tons,  with  a  length 
of  three  hundred  and  twenty  feet,  and  eighty  feet 
beam,  and  spacious  and  beautiful  saloons,  dining- 
rooms,  promenade  deck,  and  other  luxuriant  appur- 
tenances." 

Capt.  Phillips  is  a  self-made  man,  and  is  noted  for 
his  liberality,  being  free  to  bestow  of  his  means  upon 
charitable  and  worthy  objects.  He  and  his  family  are 
members  of  the  Universalist  Church,  of  Taunton, 
Mass. 

He  married,  Jan.  15,  1864,  Martha  E.  Morton, 
daughter  of  Isaac  and  Hannah  Morton,  of  Oorham, 
^le.  They  have  had  five  children,  three  sons  and  two 
daughters,  the  latter,  viz.,  Agnes  L.  and  Minerva  R., 
arc  living;  two  sons  died  in  infancy,  and  M.  Walter, 
the  second  son,  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-three, 
March  1,  1881.  He  had,  three  years  previous  to 
his  death,  been  clerk  of  the  steamer  "  Empire 
State." 

REV.  MOHTIMKR  BLAKE,  D.I).« 

Eev.  Mortimer  Blake^  D.D.y  was  born  in  Pittston, 
Me.,  June  10,  1813,  the  son  of  Ira  Blake,  a  native 
of  Wrentham,  and  descendant  of  John  Blake,  of  Sand- 
wich, who  removed  to  Wrentham  with  the  returning 
settlers  after  its  destruction  in  King  Philip's  war. 
The  mother  of  the  subject  of  our  sketch  was  Laura 
Mo  wry,  descendant  of  Nathaniel  Mowry,  one  of  the 
firHt  settlers  of  Providence,  R.  1.  The  parents  met 
and  married  in  Maine,  where  the  father  was  teaching, 

1  Prepared  by  8.  tlopkine  Emery. 


and  returned  thence  to  Franklin,  Mass.,  when  the  son 
was  about  four  years  old,  and  tliere  they  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  their  days.  The  father  was  a  bright, 
clear-headed  man,  given  to  books,  and  the  mother  a 
woman  of  keen,  quick  intellect,  remarkable  memory, 
fond  of  old  ballads  and  poetry  generally. 

Their  son  Mortimer  had  a  strong  passion  for  books, 
and  devoured  all  the  libraries  within  his  reach.  When 
about  ten  years  old  he  fell  in  with  i^ Latin  grammar, 
and  began  study  without  any  teacher.  His  grand- 
father Blake,  a  good  deacon  of  the  church,  for  the  en- 
couragement of  the  lad,  offered  to  pay  the  minister 
if  he  would  hear  him  recite.  A  bargain  was  soon 
made  with  Rev.  Mr.  Smalley  (afterward  Dr.  Smalley, 
of  Worcester),  and  the  boy  mastered  Virgil  and  Cicero, 
and  was  all  ready  to  start  out  on  Qreek  before  the 
thought  of  college  had  entered  his  mind. 

When  fifteen,  a  Qerman  Jew,  by  the  name  of  Seixas, 
visited  the  place  to  form  a  class  among  the  ministers 
of  that  region  for  the  study  of  Hebrew.  He  occupied 
a  part  of  Dr.  Emmons'  house.  Young  Blake  was  in- 
vited to  join  the  class.  He  consented,  not  without 
fear  and  trembling  among  so  many  ministers.  But 
Seixas  was  a  fine  teacher,  and  those  lessons,  taught  by 
a  new  method,  on  written  sheets,  inhere  to  this  day. 
All  this  time  there  was  no  college  visible  ahead.  But 
the  good  grandfather  had  it  in  mind,  and  he,  a  man 
of  faith  and  prayer,  was  hoping  and  expecting  a  min- 
ister might  come  of  all  this.  And  so  when  Abijah 
R.  Baker  (afterwards  Rev.  and  D.D.)  opened  an  acad- 
emy in  Medway  village,  young  Blake  was  sent  there 
with  the  purpoee  of  fitting  for  college,  with  the  full 
consent  of  his  parents  and  all  concerned.  He  en- 
tered Amherst  College  in  1831,  and  graduated  in 
1835.  It  was  in  the  winter  of  1834  he  became  a  de- 
cidedly Christian  man,  and  thus  answered  the  prayer 
of  the  godly  grandfather,  who  had  his  education  so 
much  at  heart  In  his  college  course,  which  the 
writer  well  remembers,  being  only  in  the  class  before 
him,  those  rare  qualities  of  mind  and  heart  were  de- 
veloped which  have  done  so  much  for  the  ministry 
and  the  church.  As  is  not  uncommon  with  college 
students,  the  graduate  of  1835  turned  aside  for  a  sea- 
son to  teach.  He  had  tried  his  hand  at  this  in  Hop- 
kins Academy,  Hadley,  for  a  term  in  his  senior  year. 
His  many  friends  in  Franklin  urged  him  to  open  a 
school  there.  A  stock  company  erected  a  large  build- 
ing for  the  purpose,  and  in  the  course  of  three  years 
nearly  a  thousand  different  scholars  came  under  his 
instruction,  many  of  them  now  well  known  in  the 
pulpit  and  at  the  bar.  Meanwhile  he  was  studying 
theology  with  the  pastor  of  tlie  Franklin  Church, 
Rev.  E.  Smalley,  and  be  was  approbated  to  preach  by 
the  Mendon  Association,  April  24,  1838. 

This  same  year  (1838)  he  received  and  accepted  a 
very  urgent  invitation  from  the  trustees  of  the  Hop- 
kins Academy,  Hadley,  who  remembered  his  teaching 
qualities  in  1835,  to  take  charge  of  their  institution. 
He  served  them  only  one  year.    He  was  beginning  to 
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be  hungry  for  the  ministry,  to  which  he  had  been  eet 
apnrC.  IIU  Rnt  pastorate  was  with  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  in  ManaHeld,  MasH.,  where  lie  woa  or- 
dained and  installed  Dec.  4,  18:^9.  The  church  wax 
young  and  struggling,  a  miwionary  church,  hut  dur- 
ing the  sixteen  years'  pastorate  of  their  ininiat«r  was 
built  up  in  knowledge  and  good  doctrine,  and  well 
establislied  iii  tlie  sisterliood  of  churches.  It  wan  a 
trial  to  them  when,  in  1855,  Dec.  4,  Mr.  Dlake,  hnviiig 
Accepted  a  call  to  the  Winslow  Church,  Taunton,  wna 
installed  their  psHtor.  But  the  removal  waa  not  to  a 
distance,  and  no  minister  hasa  wanner  i;reeting  in  the 
Manalield  pulpit  than  their  pastor  of  1839-65. 

The  record  of  the  long  and  moat  useful  ministry  of 
Already  eight-and- twenty  years  (with  promised  con- 
tinuance) in  Taunton  ia  not  yet  complete.  Itelinished 
hintory  cannot  he  writtten.  Enough  is  known  of  it, 
however,  to  warrant  the  assertion  that  not  only  has 
one  church  felt  the  iguickening  inllueuce  of  such  a 
protraeled  pnatorate,  hut  all  the  churuhee  of  every 
order,  and  the  entire  city  aa  well  oa  the  adjoining 
towns,  have  heen  reached  and  hiesaed  by  it.  The 
church  conferences,  the  Sabbath -school  couventions, 
the  ministerial  associations,  the  puhlic  gatherings  of 
every  name  have  become  accustomed  to  the  presence, 
and  feel  lost  without  tlie  wine  counsel  and  easy  direc- 
tion of  this  one  man.  The  young  find  in  him  a  sym- 
pathizing, helpful  friend  in  all  their  attempts  to  im- 
prove time  and  get  knowledge.  The  Agassiz  Club, 
organized  by  young  students  to  promote  the  study  of 
mineralogy  and  natural  science,  has  no  more  active, 
whole-Bouled  member  than  Dr.  Blake.  The  Whealou 
Female  Sewiuary  at  Norton  leans  upon  the  president 
of  it«  board  of  trustees  more  than  any  one  else  for 
sympathy  and  advice.  The  Bttite  societies  of  the 
Congregational  order  have  appreciated  the  value  of 
Dr.  BInke'a  services,  since  for  several  years  he  was 
one  of  the  executive  committee  of  the  Measachu- 
setts  Home  Missionary  Society  and  of  the  Oungrega- 
tional  Board  of  Publication  (ita  secretary  at  the  time 
of  the  union  of  the  latter  with  the  Massacliuselts 
Bahbath-Sehool  Society  under  tlie  new  name  of  the 
Congregational  Publishing  Society,  and  since  that 
union  one  of  the  managers  and  now  the  secretary  of 
the  new  society).  Amherat Collie,  his  Alma  Mater, 
honored  herself  as  well  aa  her  son  in  conferring,  in 
1868,  the  honorary  degree  of  D.D.  upon  this  graduate 
of  18.35.  It  was  a  just  recognition  of  services  ren- 
dered, of  attaiumenta  made,  and  eminence  reached 
by  the  Franklin  hoy  of  1817. 

The  publications  of  Dr.  Dlake  have  been,  in  1844, 
a  16mo  volume  entitled  "Geihaemane  and  Calvary,"  i 
which  hen  pasaed  through  several  editions;  in  18S3 
a  12nio,  "  Centurial  History  of  the  Mendon  Aasocia-  ' 
tion;"  in  1878  an  8vo,  "History  of  the  Town  of  j 
Franklin,"  beside  several  pamphlet  sermons  and  i 
magazine  puhlioations.  Dr.  Dlake  has  the  reputa- 
tion of  being  a  zealous  and  accurate  historian,  has  , 
long  been  a  member  of  the  New  England  Uistorical  ' 


and  Genealogical  Society,  and  is  one  of  the  vice- 
preeidunts  of  the  Old  Colony  Historical  Society. 

He  married,  Feb.  21,  1837,  Misa  Harriet  L., 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Susan  (Fisher)  Duniela,  of 
Franklin,  Mass.,  a  descendant  of  .Toaeph  Daniels,  of 
Medlield. 

They  have  four  children, — 

(1)  Fvelyn  I^iura,  marrieil  to  Bradford  F.  Morse, 
of  Frankliu,  and  now  engaged  iu  the  straw  bitainesa 
ill  Tuuuton.  They  have  ttvu  duughlen,  with  their 
parents,  church  memben). 

(2)  Percy  Mortimer,  married  to  Miss  Phebe  Shef- 
field, of  Lyme,  Coun.,  who  resides  iu  Hyde  Park,  and 
is  actively  employed  us  sanilary  nud  civil  engineer  in 
introducing  pure  water  into  cities  unci  towns.  They 
h»vo  three  children. 

(3}  I.ucien  Ira,  a  graduate  of  Amherst  College  Id 
1877,  and  of  the  Royal  University  of  Berlin,  Ger- 
many, where  he  has  received  the  degree  of  Doctor  of 
rhiloaophy.  He  is  about  returning  to  the  United 
States,  and  has  already  overtures  from  several  literary 
institutions  regarding  a  professorship. 

(4)  Harriet  Daniela,  a  graduate  of  the  Wlieaton 
Seminary,  Norton,  in  1876,  and  a  teacher  of  private 
classes  in  natural  science  and  liteniluro. 


REV.   SAMUEL    IIOPKIKa    EMKHT.*  ■ 

Rev.  Samuel  Hopkins  Emery  was  born  in  Roxford, 
Mass.,  Aug.  22,  1815,  and  is  the  Sah  son  of  Joshua 
and  Elizabeth  (Welch)  Emery,  a  descendant  of  John 
Emery,  of  Newbury,  who  came,  with  his  brotlier  An- 
thony, from  Romsey,  England,  in  1035.  Ilia  inoLher 
was  daugiilerof  Col.  Joseph  Welch,  of  PInislow,  N.  H., 
a  commander  of  Now  Hampshire  troops  in  tlie  Revo- 
lution, and  a  friend  of  Washington.  He  livctl  to  lie 
ninety-seven,  and  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Emery,  ninety- 
two.  Mr.  Emery's  protoiiym  was  given  from  his 
mother's  high  regard  for  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  Hopkins, 
of  Newport,  R.  I. 

The  war  of  1812  and  a  destructive  tire  iu  Newbury- 
port  so  crippled  the  Emery  family  that  thoy  removed 
to  Boxford,  and  afterwards  to  North  Andover.  In 
1824  the  father  was  elected  the  steward  of  the  A  ndo- 
ver  Theological  Seminary,  an  office  which  ho  held  to 
universal  aatisfacliou  for  twenty-five  years.  Young 
Emery  entered  Phillips  Academy,  and  on  Llie  grad- 
uation of  his  brother  Joshua  from  Amherst  College, 
in  1831,  he  entered  as  sophomore  in  the  same  institu- 
tion. He  graduated  in  1834  with  the  second  honors 
of  his  claims  of  forty,  and  was  immediately  inviteil  loa 
professorship  in  tlio  State  Institution  fur  l>euf  Mutes 
in  New  York  City,  which  oft'cr  he  declined  and  en- 
tered the  Theological  Seminary  at  Audover.  In  his 
last  year  he  delivered  the  Master's  oration  at  Am- 
herst, on  taking  the  degree  of  A.M.  On  the  Snbbnth 
alter  his  graduation  at  Audover,  in  1837,  he  preached 
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to  a  newly-formed  church  in  Taunton,  and  was  in- 
stalled its  pastor  on  the  2dd  of  November,  1837.  It 
was  a  missionary  cliurch  of  few  members,  but  they 
were  earnest,  and,  under  the  zealous  young  pastor, 
flourished  as  the  Spring  Street  Cliurch  until,  after 
three  years,  he  was  induced  to  go  to  the  church  in 
Bedford,  Mass.  But  love  for  his  first  church  soon 
called  him  bac1(  to  it,  pastorless  and  struggling,  and 
he  was  reinstalled  on  the  6th  of  January,  1847.  Mr. 
Emery's  persistent  energy  infused  a  new  life,. and  the 
church  moved  its  location,  built  a  new  and  fine  edifice, 
and  changed  its  name  to  that  of  Winslow  Church. 

In  October,  1865,  Rev.  Mr.  Emery  received  and 
finally  accepted  the  pastorate  of  the  First  Congrega- 
tional Church  in  Quincy,  111.  He  remained  there  as 
pastor  for  fourteen  years,  acting  meanwhile  as  regis- 
trar of  the  State  Association  of  Churches  for  ten  years, 
and  during  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  serving  as  hos- 
pital chaplain  in  six  hospitals  in  Quincy,  but  in  1869 
his  love  for  the  old  Bay  State  drew  him  back  to  the 
East.  On  his  way  h^  preached  three  months  to  the 
New  England  Church  in  Chicago,  until  their  pastor- 
elect  was  ready  to  fill  his  oflice.  After  his  return  he 
preached  two  years  in  Richmond  Street  Church, 
Providence,  R.  I.,  until  the  rearrangement  of  the 
Congregational  Churches  in  that  city  was  completed. 
While  there  he  was  called  to  a  new  church  enterprise 
in  North  Bridgciwrt,  Conn.,  which  became  firmly  es- 
tablished during  his  three  years'  pastoral  care.  In 
May,  1874,  Mr.  Emery  accepted  a  call  to  supply  the 
church  in  North  Middleborough,  Mass.,  where  he 
labored  with  marked  acceptance  until,  in  October, 
1876,  at  the  united  solicitation  of  the  churches  in 
Taunton,  he  consented  to  take  the  superintendence 
of  their  Union  City  Mission,  where  he  has  since 
been  fully  occupied,  the  mission  now  bearing  the 
name  of  the  Associated  Charities  of  Taunton,  of 
which  he  is  secretary  and  superintendent  It  is  a 
position  for  which  he  is  eminently  fitted  by  his  warm- 
hearted sympathy,  his  devoted  fidelity,  and  ever- 
ready  helpfulness,  and  he  has  the  highest  confidence 
and  respect  of  the  community,  and  the  love  and  bless- 
ing of  the  poor  and  troubled,  to  whom  he  is  a  never- 
failing  helper  and  adviser. 

Rev.  Mr.  Emery  married  on  the  7th  of  March,  1838, 
Miss  Julia  Reed,  of  Taunton,  a  graduate,  and  after- 
wards teacher,  in  the  Ipswich  Female  Seminary.  She 
is  the  daughter  of  Deacon  William  Reed,  of  this 
city,  a  descendant  of  one  of  its  oldest  families.  In 
March  last  their  large  circle  of  frjonds  unexpectedly 
celebrated  with  them  by  suitable  rites  their  forty- 
fifth  marriage  anniversary  with  great  delight. 

Mr.  Emery  has  had  four  sons,  of  whom  three  still 
live, — Samuel  Hopkins^  Jr,^  married  Mary,  daughter 
of  Rev.  Dr.  A.  W.  McClure,  first  of  Maiden  and  af- 
terwards of  Jersey  City,  W.J. ,  and  is  now  a  lawyer  in 
Boston,  and  a  lecturer  in  the  Concord  School  of  Phi- 
losophy ;  Francis  Wofcott  Reed^  married  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  Theophilus  Sproat,  of  Taunton.      His 


health  was  injured  by  his  long  service  in  the  Union 
army,  and  especially  by  his  nine  months'  confinement 
in  Andersonville  prison,  and  he  is  seeking  recovery 
by  farming  and  wheat-raising  in  Dakota;  Joseph 
Welch,  married  EflUe  Stillwell,  of  Hannibal,  Mo.,  and 
still  lives  in  Quincy,  111.,  where  he  is  a  member  of  the 
firm  of  Channon  &  Emery,  stove  manufacturers. 

Rev.  Mr.  Emery  has  been  an  industrious  explorer 
of  local  history,  and  has  published  in  two  thick  vol- 
umes a  "  History  of  the  Ministry  of  Taunton,"  as  also  a 
"  History  of  the  Congregational  Church  of  North  Mid- 
dleborough," besides  shorter  articles  of  local  interest 
too  many  to  mention.  He  was  one  of  the  charter  mem- 
bers of  the  Old  Colony  Historical  Society,  incorpo- 
rated the  4th  of  May,  18^,  of  which  he  was  the  first 
recording  and  corresponding  secretary,  a  correspond- 
ing member  of  the  Chicago  Historical  Society,  and  a 
resident  member  of  the  New  England  Historical  and 
Oenealogical  Society,  Boaton. 


AMOS  FRBBMAN  HOWARD. 

Amos  Freeman  Howard  was  born  in  Alfred,  Me., 
Nov.  7, 1810.  He  was  the  son  of  Pomfret  and  Mehit- 
able  (Scamman)  Howard.  Pomfret  was  probably  a 
native  of  Dover,  N.  H.  He  settled  in  Maine  when  a 
young  man,  and  there  followed  the  hatter's  trade. 
He  married  Feb.  20, 1791.  The  children  were  seven 
in  number, — Sarah,  Mehitable,  Samuel  8.,  Mary, 
Humphrey,  Joseph  B.,  and  Amat  F,  Of  these  Mehit- 
able died  at  twenty-four;  Samuel  S.  married  and  set- 
tled at  New  Orleans,  where  he  died ;  Mary  married 
James  Shaw,  of  Augusta,  Me. ;  Humphrey  died 
young;  Joseph  B.  settled  in  New  Orleans,  where  he 
died  at  the  age  of  twenty-one;  Sarah  and  Humphrey 
died  young.  Pomfret  died  May  27,  1826;  the  date 
of  his  birth  is  unknown.  His  wife,  who  was  bom 
Aug.  19, 1770,  died  Sept  4,  1844.  Her  father.  Dea- 
con Samuel  Scamman,  was  a  man  of  prominence,  and 
the  owner  of  large  landed  property,  and  from  him  are 
descended  a  large  and  intelligent  family,  which  are 
scattered  all  over  the  country.  He  and  his  wife  died 
at  Saco,  Me.,  where  they  had  lived  a  long  and  useful 
life,  and  where  their  memory  is  still  reverently  cher- 
ished. Their  daughter  Mehitable  was  a  most  worthy 
lady,  of  sound  judgment,  strong  will,  and  earnest 
piety.  Her  strength  and  purity  of  character  was 
recognized  by  all  who  knew  her. 

The  educational  advantages  enjoyed  by  Amos  F.  in 
his  youth  were  meagre  indeed,  but  by  the  exercise  of 
that  indomitable  courage  and  enterprise  which  never 
deserted  him  through  life  he  obtained  through  read- 
ing and  reflection  a  fund  of  useful  information  and 
intelligence  which  in  after-years  placed  him  on  a 
plane  with  the  most  intelligent  men  of  the  various 
communities  in  which  he  lived.  When  but  a  boy  he 
learned  type-setting,  and  at  the  age  of  fifteen  went  to 
Dover,  N.  H.,  and  obtained  employment  in  a  print- 
ingoflice.      Here  he  remained  only  a  short  while, 
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howerer,  u  he  was  cilled  home  by  the  death  of  his 
falber.  He  iintnedinltly  entered  the  ol&ce  of  register 
of  deeda  aa  a  copyist.  In  this  ulBce,  and  those  of  the 
clerka  of  the  different  coiirta,  he  employed  himnelf 
till  his  twenty 'Becoud  year,  wlieii,  in  copminendiip 
with  William  Q.  Coiiiint,  he  began  meruhandlsing  at 
Alfred,  under  the  firm-name  of  Oonant  &  Howard, 
Here  tie  continued  some  three  yeurs,  when  he  went 
to  Sanford,  Me.,  an  clerk  for  tlie  Franklin  Mannfiic- 
turing  Company,  which  was  located  at  Springvale. 
At  this  place  he  remained  some  ten  years,  but  ea  the 
Franklin  Manufacturing  Company  failed,  the  moitof 
this  time  was  spent  in  trade.  In  1846  he  went  to 
8aco,  Me.,  and  engaged  us  overseer  in  the  dyeing  and 
finishing  department  with  the  York  Manufauturing 
Company.  He  remained  with  this  company  some 
twelve  years,  when  he  removed  to  Mancliester,  N.  H.. 
where,  however,  he  only  remained  a  short  while,  then 
went  to  Biddeford,  Me.,  where  he  became  superin- 
tendent of  the  I'epperill  Mills.  One  year  later  he 
came  to  Warren,  Mass.,  as  agent  for  the  Warren 
Cotton  Mills,  in  which  capacity  the  next  nine  years 
of  his  life  were  spent.  In  the  spring  of  1869  he  came 
to  Taunton,  and  in  partnership  with  his  son,  Bion  B., 
Le  purchased  the  Oakland  Cotton  Mills,  and  here  re- 
mained till  the  close  of  his  life,  May  7,  1881.  On 
Nov.  7,  1833,  Mr.  Howard  married  Mercy,  daughter 
of  Capt.  Joseph  and  Susan  (Varrell)  Lowe.  She  was 
born  Nov.  30,  1808,  at  York,  Me.  Their  children  are 
£ion  £.  (deceased);  Mary  B.,  now  Mrs.  William  W. 
Stevenson,  of  Greenville,  N.  H.;  mien,  now  Mra. 
Joseph  S.Tidd, of  Taunton,  Mass.;  SuxanL.,MixTCiaA. 
(deceased),  Charles  A.  (deceased),  Marcu^  (deceased). 
All  of  the  children  were  born  in  Maine.  Tn  politics 
Mr.  Howard  was  a  Whig,  afterwards  Bepublican.  He 
was  selectman,  justice  of  the  peace,  and  held  other 
minor  offices,  but  avoided  so  far  as  he  might  con- 
sistently with  his  duty  as  a  citizen  all  official  place  or 
distinction.  He  was  a  worthy  member  of  the  Union 
Congregational  Church  at  Taunton,  and  was  a  deacon 
in  Congregational  Church  at  Warren,  Mass.  Mr. 
Howard  was  a  man  of  sterling  good  qualities,  but  it 
was  in  the  family  circle  his  virtues  shone  brightest. 
His  home  was  the  dearest  spot  on  earth  to  him,  iinil 
It  seemed  to  be  the  great  object  of  his  life  to  render 
all  aronnd  him  happy. 

Oakland  Mills,  of  which  Mr.  Howard  died  pro- 
prietor, were  first  established  by  Silas  Shepurd  more 
than  half  a  century  ago,  and  nere  known  throughout 
the  country  as  "Shepard's  Factory,"  which  name  is 
atill  applied  by  many.  It  is  situated  on  Three-Mile 
River,  two  and  a  half  miles  from  Taunton  Green. 
The  principal  business  was  the  manufacture  of  cotton 
flannels.  Upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Shepard  the  mills 
became  the  property  of  1..  K.  Cliesbrough,  his  son-in- 
law,  and  from  him,  in  lSli9,  Mr,  Howard  and  his  son 
purchased  the  propert/.  When  they  look  charge  of 
the  mills  they  dropped  the  nianufiicture  of  cotton 
flannels  and  began  making  denims  and  tickings,  Tlicy 


also  began  at  once  remodeling  and  improving,  adding 
new  machinery,  snltstituting  the  laical  improved 
looms,  etc.,  for  the  more  antiquated  aflairs  then  in 
use;  and  by  availing  themselves  of  modern  advantages 
were  able  to  successfully  compete  with  other  enter- 
prising concerns.  In  1880  they  made  such  additions 
Id  Iheir  buildings  and  machinery  as  to  increttse  their 
capadlien  about  one-half.  Upon  the  death  of  Amos  T. 
Howard,  his  son,  Bion  B.,  succeeded  to  the  manage- 
ment, but  lived  only  a  short  while,  dying  in  December 
of  the  same  year  (1881).  He  was  posscwted  of  excel- 
lent business  capacity,  as  was  evidenced  by  his  eigh- 
teen years'  successAil  career  as  agent  for  the  Cordis 
Mills,  Millhury,  Mass.  Ho  was  u  man  of  high  char- 
acter, and  thoroughly  upright  and  honorable  in  all 
business  relations.  A  wife  and  two  children,  Bessie 
B.  and  Bion  B,,  survive  him.  After  his  decease,  Ur. 
J.  8.  Tidd  bought  out  the  interest  of  the  heirs  of  Bion 
n.  Howard,  and  assumed  the  management.  The  prop- 
erty is  now  owned  by  Mr.  Tidd  and  the  heirs  of  A.  F. 
Howard  jointly.  They  now  furnish  employment  to 
about  one  hundred  and  thirty  hands,  run  sis  thousand 
spindles,  one  hundred  and  forty-four  looms,  and  manu- 
facture about  ten  thousand  yards  of  cloth  daily.  The 
business  under  Mr.  Tidd's  management  has  been  very 
successful  indeed.  They  have  the  latest  ami  bcdt 
machinery,  and  keep  apace  with  the  times  in  every 
particular. 

Mr.  Tidd  was  born  in  Warren,  Worcester  Co., 
Mass.,  Jan.  23.  1843.  He  is  tlie  son  of  Samuel  and 
Maria  E.  Tidd,  and  was  brought  up  on  the  farm,  and 
at  nineteen  years  of  age  he  enlisted  for  one  year  in 
the  United  States  anny,  Forty-third  Maasuchusetu 
Infantry,  was  in  a  number  of  minor  engagements  in 
North  Carolina,  and  was  honorably  discharged  at 
expiration  of  service.  He  returned  home  and  became 
an  employ^  in  the  counting-room  of  A.  F.  Howard 
in  Wurren  Cotton-Milts.  He  continued  in  the  employ 
of  same  concern  until  1873,  when  he  accepted  a  place, 
again  in  the  employ  of  Mr.  Howard,  at  Oakland  Mills, 
of  which  he  is  now  general  manager  and  treasurer. 
\n  December,  1867,  he  married  Miss  Helen,  daughter 
of  A.  F.  Howard.  They  have  three  children  living, 
Joseph  Howard,  Winthrop  I..,  and  Marjorio,  and  one 
deceased,  Lawreuce  A.,  died  in  infancy.  Mr.  Tidd 
has  been  a  member  of  City  Council  of  Taunton  two 
years,  and  is  now  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men, representing  Ward  7.  A  Republican  iu  politics, 
and  a  member  of  the  Union  Congregational  Church 
at  Taunton. 


NATHAN    UAOK    SKINNER. 

Nathan  Hack  Skinner  was  born  in  Troy,  N.  Y., 
Nov.  1,  1828,  the  fourth  of  a  family  of  six  sons  and 
three  daughters.  His  boyhood  was  spent  at  tiome, 
and  his  educational  advantages  were  limited  to  the 
common  school.  He  went  to  Full  River  in  1846,  and 
sptnl  three  years  in  the  dry-jfoods  trade.     Removing 
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to  Taunton  in  1849,  he  engaged  in  the  employ  of  J. 
S.  Roundn,  becoming  associated  as  partner  in  about 
three  years,  and,  on  the  death  of  Mr.  Rounds,  in 
18G0,  succeeded  to  the  entire  business. 

Pie  is  now  conducting  successfully  the  largest  mer- 
cantile business  in  Southeastern  Massachusetts.  Not 
being  an  aspirant  for  political  honors,  he  has  never 
filled  any  public  office,  but  has  given  faithful  service 
in  places  of  trust  in  mercantile,  educational,  and 
church  affairs.  He  is  a  member  of  the  First  Ckingre- 
gational  (Unitarian)  Church,  and  is  identified  with 
the  Republican  party.  His  wife  is  Mrs.  Lucy  P. 
Skinner,  by  whom  he  has  one  daughter,  Addie  W. 

Josephus  Skinner,  father  of  Nathan  H.,  was  born 
in  Mansfield,  Mass.,  June  15,  1796.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-five  he  moved  to  Troy,  N.  Y.,  and  remaine<l 
three  years.  He  spent  the  same  length  of  time  in 
Attleborough,  Mass.,  and  then  removed  to  Norton, 
Mass.,  where  he  has  since  resided.  He  married  Re- 
becca, daughter  of  Nathan  and  Olive  (Grossman) 
Hack,  born  in  Taunton,  Aug.  10,  1802.  Thomas 
Skinner,  father  of  Josephus,  was  born  in  Mansfield, 
Aug.  17,  1751,  living  there  until  his  decease  in  1844, 
with  the  exception  of  the  time  spent  in  active  service 
in  the  army  of  the  Revolution.     Occupation,  farmer. 


THE   EAHLY  IITSTORY  OF  THE    PRESBREY  FAMILY 
AND    LIFE   OF   SILAS   DEAN  PRESBREY. 

Among  the  papers  that  came  officially  into  the 
hands  of  the  administrator  of  the  estate  of  the  late 
Capt.  Seth  Prcsbrey,  of  Taunton,  was  a  document 
bearing  across  its  back  the  following  inscription  :  "  To 
the  generations  of  Prcsbreys  in  coming  time  I  be- 
queath this  genealogical  document.'^  This  paper 
bears  date  Taunton,  April,  1845,  and  the  statements 
made  therein  are  undoubtedly  trustworthy.  From  it 
is  condensed  the  history  of  the  first  three  generations 
as  given  in  this  article.  The  name  is  generally 
spelled  Presbrey,  but  some  scholars  claim  that  as 
there  is  no  such  spelling  in  books  of  heraldry  it  is 
erroneous  and  should  be  spelled  Presbury,  and  there 
are  those  of  the  family  who  adopt  the  spelling, 
whether  or  not  with  justice  it  is  difficult  with  our 
present  light  to  say. 

William  Presbrey,  the  great-grandfather  of  the 
writer  of  the  "genealogical  document"  described 
above,  was  born  in  the  city  of  London  about  the  year 
1G90,  and  when  ten  years  of  age  was  impressed  on 
board  a  man-of-war,  where  he  remained  until  he  was 
about  twenty-one  years  of  age.  One  summer,  while 
the  ship  was  lying  in  the  harbor  of  Boston,  he  with 
others  of  the  crew  were  permitted  to  go  on  shore, 
when  he  took  occasion  to  stray  away  from  his  com- 
panions. Pjtssing  through  what  was  afterwards 
called  Roxbury,  he  pushed  on  through  fields  and 
woods,  subsisting  upon  berries,  and  continued  his 
traveling  fur  four  days,  when  he  found  himself  in 


Taunton.  He  first  stopped  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Na- 
thaniel Grossman,  on  what  is  now  called  Cohannet 
Street,  at  a  point  nearly  opposite  White's  Music  Hall, 
perhaps  a  little  farther  down  the  hill  towards  the 
river.  Mr.  Grossman  was  a  farmer,  miller,  and  shoe- 
maker, and  hired  the  young  stranger  for  a  year  or 
two  as  man-of-all-work.  It  is  said  that  Presbrey 
rigged  the  first  properly-equipped  vessel  on  Taunton 
River,  which  was  a  sloop  built  at  Benjamin  King's 
landing  in  Raynham.  He  eventually  bought  land 
and  built  a  house  near  ''Spring  Brook,"  where  he 
lived,  after  taking  for  his  wife  one  Hannah  Smith,  till 
he  reached  the  ripe  age  of  eighty-one  years.  They 
had  two  sons,  William  and  Joseph,  and  one  daughter, 
Hannah,  who  died  a  young  woman.  The  older  son, 
William,  was  a  coaster  and  shoemaker,  and  lived  in 
that  part  of  Taunton  known  as  the  Weir.  He 
married  Mary  White,  and  died  at  about  the  age  of 
forty-five,  leaving  five  sons  and  four  daughters,  as 
follows :  William,  Seth,  John,  Simeon,  Levi,  Lydia, 
Mary,  Abigail,  Betsey,  "who  all  married  and  left 
families." 

William^  a  coaster  and  trader,  married  Lydia  Pratt, 
and  lived  at  the  Weir,  and  died  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
two,  leaving  children,  grandchildren,  and  great-grand- 
children. 

Scthf  coaster  and  trader,  married  Sarah  Pratt;  lived 
at  the  Weir,  and  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-one,  leaving 
children  and  grandchildren. 

John,  having  the  same  business  as  his  brothers,  was 
living  in  1846,  and  was  eighty-five  years  old.  He  mar- 
ried Prudence  Pratt,  and  they  became  tlie  parents  of 
a  large  family. 

Simeon,  a  carpenter,  lived  in  Norton ;  married  Abi- 
gail Newton,  and  died  at  the  age  of  about  seventy- 
five.    They  too  had  a  large  family. 

Levi  was  a  land  surveyor;  married  Lina  Pratt; 
went  to  Ganada  to  survey  a  tract  of  land,  and  was 
frozen  to  death,  while  traveling  on  horseback,  in  the 
winter  of  1800.  He  was  thirty  years  old,  and  left 
children. 

i/^ffia  married  Samuel  Haskins;  removed  to  Gayuga, 
and  lived  and  died  there,  aged  seventy-five,  leaving  a 
family. 

Mary  married  Francis  Goward,  and  lived  in  Easton, 
and  died  aged  about  eighty.    She  too  had  a  family. 

Betsey  married  Jail  Hathaway,  and  lived  in  Free- 
town, now  Troy,  and  died  at  about  eighty,  leaving 
children  and  grandchildren. 

^6t^ai/ married  Abijah  Leonard,  and  lived  in  Mans- 
field, and  died  at  about  eighty,  leaving  children  and 
grandchildren. 

The  other  son  of  the  original  William,  Joseph,  was 
a  carpenter;  lived  at  the  Weir;  married  Molly  leaker, 
and  died  aged  about  seventy-five  years,  leaving  two 
sons  and  four  daughters, — Elisha,  Joseph,  Sarah, 
Patty,  Mary,  and  Hannah.  Elisha  passed  the  earlier 
years  of  his  life  near  the  Weir;  was  a  carpenter; 
married  Wealthea  Wilbar,  and  had  several  children ; 
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he  afterwards  removed  to  Wwtmorelnnd,  iind  there- 
after nothing  is  known  of  him. 

JoKph,  a  carpenter,  went  to  Connecticut;  married 
Patty  Perking;  removed  to  Lenoi,  Maas.,  and  after- 
Wardu  to  Lnneeborough,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of 
Beventy-eight,  leaving  one  son  and  one  danghter. 

Sarah  married  a  Mr.  Malcepence,  nnd  resided  in 
Taunton;  liad  several  children,  and  died  nt  an  ad- 
vanced age. 

/^T/fy  mnrrlcd  Solomon  Wilbar;  lived  many  years 
in  Tannlon,  and  ntterwards  removed  to  Troy,  N.  Y., 
where  she  died,  in  advanced  yeara,  the  mother  of  sev- 
eral children. 

Jiiir^  married  Timothy  Leonard,  and  like  her  aieler, 
removed  to  Troy,  K.  Y.  Her  ufter  history  is  not 
given. 

Hannah  lived  in  Troy  with  her  sistora,  nnd  there 
married  a  Mr.  Andrews.  She  had  a  large  family,  and 
was  living  in  1845. 

Selh,  the  second  son  of  William  and  grnndson  of 
the  lirat  William,  wus  born  in  Taunton,  Sept  IT, 

1752.  He  married  Surah  Pratt,  who  was  born  Feb.  7, 

1753.  Setb  died  Dec.  15, 1833,  aged  eighty-one yeara, 
three  months,  and  twenty -eight  days.  His  widow  died 
Muy21,1834,  aged  eighty-one  year»,  three  months,  and 
fourteen  days.  Their  children  were  xevcn,  as  follows: 
Beth,  Jr.,  born  Nov.  11,  1780,  died  April  8,  1862; 
Sarah,  born  Oct.  1,  1782,  died  Feb.  20,  1820;  Barney, 
born  Juno  28,  1785,  died  Feb.  12,  1835;  Allen,  born 
Jan,  19,  1788,  died  March  15,  1788;  Allen,  born  May 
27,  1790,  died  Dec.  6,  1879;  Billings,  born  Jan.  14, 
1793,  died  May  23,  1616;  Samuel,  born  Sept.  8,  1796, 
died  Oct.  6,  1834. 

Seth  Presbrey,  Jr.,  oldest  son  of  Seth,  married  Mary 
Dean,  Jan.  19, 1808.  Mary,  firMt  born  of  James  and 
Hannah  Dean,  was  born  in  Taunton,  Dec.  17,  1783. 
James,  her  father,  was  born  Feb.  16,  1762,  and  was 
the  fourth  in  descent  from  Waller  Dean. 

To  Seth,  Jr.,  and  Mary  were  born  four  children,  u 
follows:  Silas  Dean  Presbrey,  born  Dec.  3,  1808,  lost 
Bt  sea  Nov.  23, 1837;  Benjamin  Franklin  I'reabrey, 
born  Oct.  23,  1810,  died  Nov.  2, 1869;  Billings  Troop 
Presbrey,  born  Aug.  23,  1815,  living;  Harriot  Ma- 
lancey  Presbrey,  born  Oct.  23,  1823,  married  Isaac  R. 
Hadwen  Oct.  15,  1845. 

Billings  Troop  Presbrey,  on  Jan.  18, 18S6,  married 
Cluristia  Burt  Dean,  daui;hler  of  Col.  Israel  Dean,  of 
Taunton.  Their  issue  has  been  but  one  child,  Silos 
Dean  Presbrey,  who  was  born  in  Taunton,  Oct.  19, 
1838.  He  passed  his  boyhood  days  in  Taunton,  living 
in  that  part  of  the  town  known  as  the  Weir.  At- 
tended public  school,  when  he  wiia  prepared  for  the 
Taunton  High  School.  He  was  admitted  to  the  high 
school  in  the  spring  of  1852,  being  then  thirteen'  ycani 
of  ago.  The  high  school  was  then  held  in  the  "  Old 
Bpring  Street  Church,"  and  was  in  the  charge  of 
Ozias  Pitkin,  as  principal,  and  Misu  Mary  Read  and 
Miss  Emiline  Lsthrop  lu  Rssistants.  In  this  school 
be  WAS  prepared  for  college,  uDder  the  direction  of 


the  principal  mentioned  above  and  lii»  c 
who  were  Mr.  Bugglw,  Mr.  William  L.  Oage,  and 
Mr.  William  E.  Fuller,  the  last  of  whom  tras  (triuci- 
palonly  for  th«  last  six  montlii  of  hia  pupilugo,  b>t 
had  tlie  Important  and  not  easy  tAab  of  completing 
his  prcpHration  for  college  eiaminution.  In  July, 
1856.  he  wu«  admitted  to  Harvard  Collide  "  wjllioiit 
couditions."  Tiie  next  four  years  were  those  of  the 
ordinary  college  student,  who  enjoys  his  privlle^ea, 
but  feels  a  duty  to  help  to  bear  the  expense  of  such 
It  bourse.  Iji  the  winter  of  sophomore  year,  1857-58, 
lie  taught  school  on  High  Street,  iu  Taunluu;  also 
during  the  wintera  of  his  junior  and  senior  yeara  he 
left  his  studies  to  leach  as  principal  of  the  East  Weir 
School,  in  Taunton.  For  the  last  two  yeata  of  hia 
college  course,  by  Ills  standing  hi  his  class,  lie  became 
entitled  to  one  of  the  Stale  suholarshi|u,  which  was 
granted  him.  During  liis  college  course  he  had  the 
following  honorary  "  parl;i"  :  Junior  ejihibition,  May 
8, 1869,  a  Latin  version,  from  Tennyson,  "  Ttie  Lotos- 
Eulers"  (translation  into  i>atin  hexameters);  Se- 
□ior  exhibition,  Oct.  18,  1859,  a  dissertation,  "The 
Poetic  and  Scientific  Love  of  Nature."  His  "  part" 
nt  Commencemeat,  July,  IS6U,  was  a  diaquiaitiun, 
"Parliamentary  Manners."  He  uiaititained  u  gou<l 
rank  in  liis  clans,  no ttvitli standing  the  fact  that  the 
overwork  roqaircd  of  one  who  "went  out  lu  tvach" 
BO  depressed  his  vitality  that  he  was  obliged  to  lose 
six  weeks  of  his  senior  year  by  reason  of  an  attack  of 
pneumonia.  At  his  graduation  he  was  chosen  a 
member  of  the  Phi  Beta  Kappa  of  Harvard. 

On  his  return  to  Taunton  he  Immedialaly  entered 
his  name  with  the  late  Dr.  Henry  B.  Hubbard  as  a 
student  of  medicine,  and  comiuenced  the  study  of  his 
chosen  profession.  In  October  of  the  same  year  be 
joined  the  class  In  the  Harvard  Bfedical  School,  and 
was  thus  well  started  in  his  new  work.  It  so  hap- 
penci  that  early  in  the  followlug  wint«r  Air.  William 
B.  Fuller,  who,  it  will  be  remembered,  was  the  teju:her 
who  had  the  uomplutiou  of  Prcsbrey's  college  |>rc|inm- 
tion,  and  who  had  since  that  time  remained  principal 
of  the  Taunton  High  School,  re«igne<l  this)>osition  to 
study  the  law,  his  choseti  profueiiun.  Thu  |Hisitiun 
thus  made  vacant  wus  offered  to  Presbrey,  who,  after 
some  consultation  with  friends  and  advisers,  and  much 
disappoiutmont  at  tlie  int«rruption  to  his  studies  that 
it  would  cause,  accepted  the  utlice  of  principal  of  llie 
Taunton  High  School.  The  school  was  then  large  and 
prosperous,  but  was  what  might  be  called  a  "  mixed 
school,"  having  no  regular  curriculum  of  study. 
During  his  principalsliip  the  school  was  regularly 
grude<l,  and  a  systematic  order  of  study  covering  ■ 
four  years' course  adopted  and  putinsucccssfiilo|iera- 
tion.  He  remained  as  principal  of  the  sclioot  till 
June,  1863,  when  he  resigned  to  return  again  to  liis 
studies.  During  the  time  of  his  teaching,  while  he 
lind  devoted  his  beat  thought  and  xeal  tu  that  work, 
lie  did  not  neglect  to  keep  his  interest  in  liis  chosen 
profuasioo,  and  to  devoto  to  it  all  hit  Bpars  time,  fo 
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Hint  llip  timi!  pnsacfl  M  tcuclier  wm  nnt  entirely  lost  to 
liin  pnirfMiiiinnl  sttiilicH, 

Oft.  IS),  IRfin,  ho  mniTicI  Sninh  Willi«iiis  llnKgN, 

Rri'onit  (lniif;litor  of  Art«mnH  Hitrt  Siwnh  Slmw  (Wil- 

linmH)  ilriggf,  hikI  ininici1iikt«1;  ngHiii  jnined  Ills  dim 

ill  (lie  Hnrvnnl  Motlicnl  School,  niiil  cnntinutNi  lii» 

MiiiIIm  till  the  time  ot  hiH  graduntion  In  medicine  in 

the  xpring  u{  IfiCn.     In  the  full  nf  imi  lie  *w  np- 

pninlcil  liy  tito  (i<>v<rrniir  rcaiHeiiL  pliyiiuiitn  (■■ndft''- 

i;ni(luuli^)  nt  tlio  Tewkdniry  Btnte  Alnishiiuiw,  wiierc 

lie  p'lt  the  tiint  real  eKperieiicc  in  the  every-diiy  work 

uf  liin  |ir(iA.'mion.  Bonn  nrterliiBgnuIuntion  hcnpenuil 

I  nlllcc  in  Tniiiilni],  aiiit  wim  flppninteil  thn  fint 

(■il>-  |>li.vi<icinn,"  nii  <tni<»!  nliich  lie  filled  (ill  Jhiiu- 

Afy,  lM<i.     In  18(10  he  wax  ndinitled  iw  n  mcmlier  of 

tlio  MinwichtisicHfi  Miillinl  Society,  iiml  linn  hohl  nlli- 

n  in  tiMt  mH'iety  an'l  i«  tlio  ItrJHtuI  Nurlh  Ulslriit 

j  McdicAl  Boviety,  of  wliidi  he  wiw  president  in  ISCD- 

r  ,70.     In  Mny,  IW.S,  he  tnnnvcH  ti.  iiin  present  rcsi- 

^ilcncD  nl  the  ciiriier  nt  Weir  niiii  llnrriion  Street*. 

I  III  IStHJ  he  WHS  cleeb'd  n  uiiinil>cr  of  tho  selinol  cmii. 

I  mittro,  n-liich  oflivc  he  lielij  till  Jnnuary,  1872,  and 

lifter  K  respite  itf  live  yenre  wnn  UKtiin  olcetorl  to  the 

BHiiio  office,  nnd  hiu  Iteen  n  memhcr  of  the  ficIiooI 

cnminittre  stneo  thnt  time.     During  each  yenr  nf  liin 

I  niemlienihip  in  the  Inuird  iic  hns  been  one  of  tlie 

■Inndini!  uninmittce  on  the  high  schonl,  anil  thiit  in 

[tlir  Mixlh  yritr  of  his  service  na  ehnirmnn  of  that 

[  cuniiniltec.    He  was  I'lininnnii  of  the  board  of  itchool 

niniittt'e  during  the  year  ISGS ;  anil  has  boon  for  five 

'   joars  n  trnslco  of  Itrinlol  Acndomy.     In  July,  1877, 

vao  np|ii>iii(ei)  liy  the  Governor  one  of  the  inoilical 

examiner*  of  llristol  (lonnty,  the  a|i|mintment  lo  liwl 

Bovcn  yeiirs.     I  le  trns  one  of  the  futindcra  nnd  is  now 

prexideiit  of  the  M  nssdchusetU  Mediuo-hegnl  Society, 

fouiide'l  in  (Mobor,  1877.    This  eoeiety  is  composed 

of  the  mnlical  examiners  of  the  State,  and  holils  itn 

lueetiiii!*  every  fourth  month  in  Boston. 

Itexides  attending  to  n  large  and  responsible  prnc- 

r  tice,  he  has  foiind  time  to  pnlilish  snnie  nrliek^  in  the 

I  nicdinal  jonrniils.     In  ttio  liotton  Aftdlcal  nnd  S'T^i- 

[  oi/  Jotirnnl,  .luly  13,  IftTR,  he  published  "  Notes  of  a 

Buircpmfnl  Cnse  of  F.xtir|mtion  of  the  Uterus  and 

Imth  Ovnrie-K  for  Filiro-Oyslic  Oisease";  nlso  in  the 

Kinie  jnnrnni  in  Angust.  1R82,  nml  in  the  Transaction* 

of  the  MnsBacliiisellA  Medieo-Ixtgal  Society  will  l>e 

fonnd  the  nddrcw  by  the  prwident  on  "  What  Con- 

BlitiileH  a  Medico-Legal  Auto|>syf" 

[       In  tlii>  spring  of   1881  ho  was  ehoaon  one  of  the 

<  Ilonrd  of  Water  OoininiiwioiierMorTnnnlon,  apoaition 

Whirli  he  still  otrcnpicM.  VAntc.  application  lo  his  pn»- 

fcMiionnl  and  many  other  dntics  made  it  nc<vwtary  for 

Itini  to  take  a  vaejition  for  rest  nnd  chaiiKO  in  1881. 

Acwinlingly  he  joined  one  of  Mr.  Toiirjfio's  adininible 

exeuraion  pnrties,  anil  passed  the  siimnmr  in  a  itc- 

Ughtful  trip  tlirongh  Kiiglnnd,  >?cotInnd,  and  portinin 

of  the  continent,  nnd,  returning  in  Sejitember,  again 

ajiplied  himself  to  hin  work. 

He  has  three  daughters, — Clara  llriggs,  born  Aug. 


26.  1864;    Florence  Nathalie,  born  Aug.  SO,  16(19; 
l^rfinrn  Edith,  horn  Aug.  24.  1871. 


JOHN    P.    DROWN,    M.R. 

John  I'.  Brown,  M.D,,  superintendent  of  Taunton 
Lunntic  Hospital,  whs  born  in  Raymond,  N,  U.,  Oct. 
12.  1833. 

lie  was  propnrcd  for  college  »t  Andovor,  Mass.,  nnd 
at  Hnmpton  nnd  I'embrokc,  N.  JI.,  and  graduated  at 
Dartmouth  (^ollrge  in  ISCO.  In  IS65  lie  received  his 
medical  degree  nt  Harvard  College.  Soon  after  hie 
graduation  ho  was  appointed  assistant  pliysician  at 
the  asylum  for  the  insane  in  Concord,  N.  H.,  where 
he  remained  until  lie  wna  elected  superintendent  of 
the  Tiiiinton  I.iinntic  Hospital  in  1878. 

Dr.  Drown  has  had  large  experience  in  his  specialty 
of  mental  diseases  and  in  the  cure  and  treatment  of 
the  insane,  having  devoted  eighteen  years  of  his  pro- 
fcMsionnl  life  to  that  work. 

Ho  ix  emphatically  a  self-made  man,  having  ac- 
quired his  edncatioD  aud  achieved  his  success  in  life 
by  his  own  unaided  exertions.  He  supported  himxcif 
through  his  preparatory  courM  and  while  in  college 
by  teaching  school.  As  superintendent  and  physician 
of  the  Insane,  lie  hns  aeipiainted  himself  with  the  most 
advanced  discovcricH  of  science  relating  to  the  care 
ami  treatment  of  that  dnsH,  and  hns  acquired  a  high 
repnlation  in  the  special  work  to  which  his  profes- 
sional life  has  been  devoted. 

Dr.  Brown  was  married  Murch  10, 1866,  to  Caroline 
A.  Bteveni,  of  Mount  Vernon,  N.  U.  They  have  one 
daughter,  Gertrude  Stevens. 


THOMAS  JACKSON   LOTHROP. 

Thomas  Jackson  Lothrop  was  born  in  Taunton, 
March  2, 1884.  After  a  prepniutory  course  in  Bristol 
Acndcmy,  Taunton,  he  entered,  in  1860,  Harvard  Col- 
lege. Immediately  aHer  graduation  he  sailed  for 
Fayal,  one  of  the  A7,orea  Islands,  where  he  remained 
three  years,  being  employed  as  tutor  in  tlie  family  of 
the  vice-consul  of  the  Aeores.  Returning  home  he 
bCEnn  (he  study  of  law,  and  wna  admitted  to  the  l>nr 
iu  Iowa  in  1868.  &ion  after  lie  returned  to  Taunton 
and  was  admitted  to  the  Massachusetts  bar.  In  I8r>n 
ho  formed  a  law  partnership  with  Hon.  John  Daggett, 
of  Attlcborongh. 

Ju  18C2  he  was  appointed  qnarlermaster  of  the 
Fourth  lleginionl  Mnssacliusette  Volunteers,  and 
served  in  Ijouisiana  umlcr  Oen.  Hanks,  being  inus- 
lercd  out  with  the  regiment  in  September,  1863. 

In  politics  lie  was  a  Itepuhlicau  from  tlio  o:^nizn- 
tion  of  lliat  pnrty  till  18TG,  when  he  became  identified 
with  the  Prohiliition  ynrtj.  In  November  of  186.1  he 
was  elct^ted  to  the  legislature,  aod  in  1804  was  chosen 
county  treasurer,  which  oflicc  ho  held  nine  years.  He 
has  held  the  position  of  agent  and  treasurer  of  the 
Taunton  Tack  Comjtany  since  June,  1808,  and  has 


been  a  member  nr  tlie  iichool  commilteo  of  Tuutiton 
for  eighleen  yeara.  He  marriwl,  Aug.  2i,  1868,  Catli- 
ariiie  rroicoU  Weliator,  of  Ca in U ridge.  Cliildrou,— 
Burrict  E.,  Arthur  I'.,  Olivin  D.,  CiiriieliuK  H.,  and 
Tlioiniu  M.  ConiuliuaW.  Lolhrop,  fitlbur  of  TlioiiiM 
J.,  Uorn  in  Tunntim,  Mnn:li  28,  1812,  whb  fur  a  liino 
engaged  in  the  ulraw  buHinms,  and  itfterwardii  in  funn- 
ing. He  marriL't),  Feb.  21),  1831,  Eloanur  LIneuIn, 
daughter  of  JamcM  and  Hannah  Smith,  iif  Tauntun. 
Urt).  Smith  nua  a  daughter  of  Josujili  Wilbur,  it  dirLHil 
dexcendnnt  of  Sliiidradi  Wilbur,  tvliu,  wliilo  holding 
UieofReeof  towiiderk  of  TauiitAii,  wiw  im[iri>oiied  by 
Sir  Edmund  Andros  furrefuaing  tugive  up  the  record* 
of  the  town.  (See  gke(eh  uf  JoHcgth  Wilbur.)  U»lh 
Mr.  and  Mm.  Cornelius  W.  L<ilhro|i  luulc  great  inter- 
eat  in  the  uiiuiie  of  eduuiliiin,  iiiid  were  highly  co- 
teen  icd. 

He  was  killed  in  u  saw-mill  iu  Hiiynhiim,  Dec.  8, 
1S47.  His  futher,  Huwell  Lothr»|>,  born  in  Norton, 
April  Iti,  17H7,  nuirried  Bully  White,  daughlur  nf 
Timothy  White,  of  Tauuton,  anil  renided  on  liis  farm 
in  Taunton  until  his  death,  June  9,  1857.  Hi«  father, 
Solomon,  born  in  Eaalou,  Feb.  9,  17G1,  married  Me- 
hetnble  White,  of  Tuunton,  Sept.  18,  1782,  and  re- 
sided in  Norton.  Jonathan,  father  of  Solomon,  born 
in  Easlon,  March  11, 1722,  married  Sua&nuii  Johnson, 
and  resided  in  his  nntivo  town.  His  father,  Mark, 
lived  in  Easton,  nud  married  Hannah  Alden,  of  Mid- 
dlehorough,  a.  greiit-grnnddaughter  uf  John  Aldvn, 
one  of  the  pasaengera  of  tlie  "  Mayflower."  His 
father  was  Sauiuei,  and  his  grandfather  Mark,  who 
came  from  England,  settled  fint  iu  Salem,  afWi-wanla 
in  Duxbury,  and  then  in  Brid|{cwater  sonie  time  pre- 
vious to  1600.  He  wiM  a  brother  of  Uev.  Jidin  I.oth- 
rop,  wlm  settled  in  Barnstable,  and  was  the  eighttiuuth 
child  of  Thomas  Lulbrop,  of  Elton,  in  England. 
This  Thomas  was  the  son  of  John,  of  the  parish  of 
I^wthorpo,  in  the  Eiist  Hiding  of  York,  whicli  gave 
uiinie  t4i  the  family. 


ELIJAH    UTLKV    JONIM,  U.I».' 

Elijali  Utley  Jones,  M.D„  wwa  born  iu  Augusta, 
Me>,  May  2,  182ii,  the  eldest  aou  of  Ebeuezer  nnd 
ciara  (Mandell)  Jones.  His  father  was  a  niLtive  of 
Charlton,  hia  mother  uf  llardwick,  both  in  Wurecuter 
County,  Mass,  His  grandfather  Mimdell  ia  remem- 
bered na  a  brave  patriot  in  Itevolutiouary  times. 
Elijiih  Utley  was  lilted  for  college  when  fiinrteen,  but 
did  not  enter  Watorville  College  (now  Colby  Uni- 
versity) till  September,  1841.  He  was  dependent  on 
bis  own  resources  for  support  during  hix  college 
course,  and  these  were  not  suflident  to  furnish  him 
■uituble  food.  He  boarded  himself.  Poor  diet  and 
Coo  inudi  study  left  him  an  invHiiil  when  he  wiis 
ready  to  leave  eollege.  Allcr  his  gnuluation  he  pur- 
severed  notwithstuuding  his  ill  health,  ami  taught 
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achool,  flntt  in  Usbridge,  Mass.,  in  1845,  in  Sluien-  ' 
ville,  It.  I.,  in  lS4(i,  and  in  East  Doughun,  Mom.,  in 
1847,  where  he  reniaiueil  a  yenr,  lu  princl|>Hl  of  the 
ncndeniy,  in  exceeding  poor  health,  with  cough  and 
8yni|itO)iM  of  conBumption  upon  htm.  Olilli^  Iv 
slop  for  a  whilis,  aller  a.  little  rest  he  tried  teitching 
ugiiin  in  North  Itruokfield  in  1848.  Once  mure  driven 
from  l|iH  achuol-niom  by  fiiiling  huallh,  he  tried  n 
life  insuranuu  agoney,  so  as  to  liatc  thu  upon  air,  ami 
the  town  of  Dartmouth,  an  na  to  be  neiir  Ihi*  salt 
water,  llut  all  Mpedients  failed,  and  with  little  buiio 
of  living  young  Joii«s  kuus  back  to  hla  father's  hou«e 
in  Augusta  to  die.  All  the  family  were  bikiu  taken 
siL-k  with  It  mild  form  of  fever,  but  a  severe  typhoid 
liHik  fuat  Iiold  of  the  subject  of  this  aket^h.  Fur  a 
3oug  time  his  life  trumblol  in  thu  bnlnui-o.  Tlie  ohi 
nnd  (he  new  disease  appeared  to  bu  coutundiiig  lor 
the  miisli^ry.  Thu  new  In  iimipwriug  njiont  all  lis 
furL-e.  Of  tliu  old  disoaao  n  dimuii:  laryngitis  was 
left,  which  decided  the  chuit«  of  a  pnifiwiun,  niiili< 
due  instead  of  tlie  ministry,  fur  which  tli«  fattier  had 
always  expressed  a  jireferunco. 

The  advice  of  Itcv.  Dr.  Tappau,  the  |)astur  ut  .Vu- 
gusta,  and  Dra.  Sliepard  and  I'ond,  of  the  Itnngur 
Theologicid  Seminary,  eunflrmud  them  in  tliis  de- 
ciKion.  The  study  of  uiediuinu  was  cumineucwl  at 
unc«.  oven  before  full  rucovcry,  under  tlt«  diroction 
of  Dr.  William  F.  Jackson,  nf  (lardincr,  XU-..  to 
whose  substantial  ttud  ever  kinil  assistunce  young 
Jones  was  greatly  indebted  for  the  hucccm  of  his 
litudeiit  life.  From  his  father'a  house  in  Augusta  lu 
the  oflice  in  Ourdiiiar  was  a  distance  of  mvwi  utileib^  . 
wliich  ho  walked  morning  and  night.  UU  bcaltltH 
continued  to  improve,  and  his  long  walk  giew  shorter 
to  him  daily.  During  the  winter  of  ISSl—'i^  Ite  acle<l 
us  rciHirtur  in  the  MuineSlate  Senate  for  the  Aai/utlii 
Ane.  With  the  money  thus  earned  liu  t'")<'  >'»■'  l"" 
Toll  uoursua  of  lectures  at  the  Mainu  Miilicul  Bchuul, 
In  IHra  hu  went  U)  t'Miuord,  N.  H.,  aa  ussiatanl  to 
Dr.  Alphciis  Morrill,  but  early  in  thu  auluiiiii  of  that 
yuar  a  liivorablu  iipcniNg  occurring  at  Dover,  N.  II., 
lie  settled  there.  In  February,  1854,  he  went  to 
l*hihidd|diia,  where  he  fully  graduated  at  the  Huiucu- 
opathic  Medical  Collie  uf  PeuusyUaniu.  Hi«  prac- 
tice at  Dover  wiu  all  he  could  wish,  but  ut  lite  ea melt 
Holicitation  of  Dr.  Oeorgu  Itarrowa,  and  by  the  advice 
of  all  his  friends,  thu  1st  of  Scplcniber,  1854,  he  re- 
moved to  Tiiunton,  Mass.,  whcru  he  hoa  been  iu  full 
pnictiL-o  tlie  past  twenty-nine  years. 

September  26th  uf  this  same  year  he  married  Surah 
S.  Crofool,  daughter  of  TheiKloro  Stone,  of  ICasl 
DouglusH,  Muss.,  who  still  survives  with  one  ilnughlcr, 
Kate  Haiuldl,  niarriud  to  Edward  P.  Washburn,  uf 
Taunton.  A  little  laier  ho  transferred  his  cliurcb 
rchitiou  from  Wutcrvillu,  Me.,  where  he  prufussed 
religion  iu  1844,  ami  with  hla  wife  unileil  with  the 
diurcli  under  thu  piialoral  euru  of  Ucv.  Mr.  Multby. 
Uf  (his  church  hu  has  always  been  au  autive  member 
iu  its  Sabbatli- school  and  general  church  work.    For 
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u)d  pouewed  of  great  vitHlity,  with  wonderftil  puwera 
~of  entlurance.  He  was  social  in  his  intercourae,  ptia- 
seeaeil  strong  iatellect,  and  was  of  auch  an  active 
temperanieut  aa  never'  [o  have  known  an  idle  day. 
He  nai  one  of  the  lir^t  men  in  every  public  enlerpriae, 
.  and  did  more,  perhaps,  than  any  other  man  of  Taun- 
ton in  his  day  to  develop  the  reioiircea  of  the  country, 
and  gave  einpioymeiit  to  many  in  \m  numerous  HtiU 
widely- varied  dcpartmenU  of  industrial  enterpriM. 

He  wiu  connected  prominently  with  the  eBtnUish- 
ment  of  the  Taunton  Copper-Works  and  various 
manufactures  in  Wareham,  DightoD,  and  Providence. 
He  helped  establish  every  bank  founded  in  Taunton 
during  bis  business  life;  was  quite  extensively  in- 
terested in  whaling.  He  got  ont  large  quantities  of 
oak  and  pine  for  ship-timbcr,and  was  very  successful 
in  all  departments  of  his  busiDcas.  He  was  nn  old- 
line  Whig  iu  politics,  and  held  vftrioue  positions  of 
public  trust,  although  not  a  politician,  and  preferred 
attending  to  the  many  details  of  liis  extensive  private 
business,  and  avoided  public  life  aa  jnuch  as  prac- 
ticable. He,  however,  represented  Taunton  in  the 
Lower  House  of  the  Legislature,  and  was  called  upon 
to  settle  many  estates.  He  was  a  great  lover  of  equal 
and  exact  justice  to  all,  and  he  enjoyed  to  a  very  high 
degree  the  confidence  of  Uie  community  for  liis  strict 
integrity,  unassuming  ways,  and  strong,  practical 
judgment.  He  was  broad  and  liberal  to  all  deserving 
causes,  and  a  Unitarian  in  religions  belief.  He  was 
in  a  great  many  respects  a  remarkable  mau,  and  his 
great  industry,  foresight,  judgment,  fur-reaching  sa- 
gacity, and  constant  attention  to  business  resulted  in 
great  wealth.    He  died  July  11, 1668. 

Francib  K.  Williams,  eldest  sou  of  Francis  and 
I^uisa  (Oilniore)  Williuina,  was  born  Jan.  1,  180G. 
He  was  educated  at  the  schools  of  Taunton,  and  from 
a  very  early  period  in  life  was  accustomed  to  hard  labor 
in  brick-making,  lumbering,  and  farming,  remaiuing 
at  his  father's  home  uutil  lie  was  twenty-three,  or 
rather  making  that  his  home,  for  when  but  eighteen 
he  went  on  a  trip  to  New  Yi)rk  on  a  vessel  partially 
owned  by  his  father,  under  Capt,  Francis  D.  Williams, 
plying  between  Taunton  and  New  York,  and  that  was 
followed  by  another  trip  to  the  same  port,  and  that  by 
others  to  New  Bedford  and  nther  ports  of  coasting 
trade.  In  1828  he  took  command  of  the  "Hamil- 
ton," a  coasting  vessel,  sailing  between  Taunton  and 
New  Bedford,  of  which  be  was  master  for  four  years. 
In  1333  he  commanded  the  "Spy"  in  thu  coasting 
trade,  and  remained  as  its  master  for  eight  seasons, 
sailing  out  from  New  Bedford.  He  then  purchased 
the  farm  where  ho  now  resides  in  his  seventy-eighth 
year,  and  soon  after  made  it  hia  home.  He  has  since 
been  a  farmer  and  brick  manufacturer.  This  last 
business  he  carried  on  for  fourteen  years.  He  hoa 
been  a  Whig  and  Republican  in  politics;  never  de- 
sired oiBce,  but  has  taken  several  minor  public  posi- 
tions as,a  duty.  He  has  been  a  consistent  and  active 
member  of  the  Sons  of  Temi>erance  since  the  first 


organization  of  that  society,  and  in  the  local  society 
has  held  the  higliest  offices  and  been  trustee  for  many 
years.  He  married,  April  17,  1836,  Rhoda  King, 
daughter  of  Tlmuias  and  Rlinda  (King)  Tisdale.  She 
was  born  in  Berkley,  Mas*.,  Oct.  4,  1805.  Their  chil- 
dren are  Catharine  (died  young) ;  Israel  F.,  who  died 
Sept.  4,  I6G4,  in  his  twenty-sixth  year  |he  was  a  grad- 
uate of  Harvard  University  and  Cunibridgu  l.uw 
BchiHil,  and  at  the  time  of  lila  death  wan  a  settled 
minister  of  the  Unitarian  Church  ut  Yoiikcn,  N.  Y.; 
lie  wiiB  agent  of  the  Sanitary  Oonimission  during  the 
Rebellion,  and  while  at  City  Point,  Va.,  od  the  dniiea 
of  that  ollice,  contracted  the  seeds  of  the  iliacnse  from 
which  he  died);  Samuel  K.  (served  three  years  in 
Company  F,  Seventh  Regiment  Muasacliusetts  Vol- 
unteers, in  the  great  Rehelliou,  was  a  brsTe  soldier, 
and  reeiduB  now  iu  Taunton,  engaged  in  manufac- 
turing), Edwanl  (died  in  infancy),  Emily  C,  Seth 
E,,  and  Charles  H.  (both  of  these  are  now  farmers  iu 
Berkley). 

Thomaa  Tisdale  was  horn  in  Berkley;  was  twice 
married,  first  to  Rhoda,  daughter  of  Philip  King,  of 
Raynhaiii.  They  had  four  diildren, — Juliu  A.,  Caro- 
line L.  (died  young),  Rhoda  K.  (Mrs.  F.  K.  Williams), 
and  Israel  (drowned,  aged  twelve  years).  Mrs.  Tis- 
dale died  in  ISH,  and  Mr.  Tisdale  married,  second, 
Mary  Benton,  by  whom  he  bad  one  child,  Caroline 
H.  Mr.  Tisdale  by  occupation  combined  farming 
with  brick-making,  and  in  early  life  carried  his  own 
brick  to  market  by  water,  commanding  bis  own  ves- 
sel. He  died  in  1850,  aged  sevenly-Rve  years.  His 
father,  Ephraim  Tisdale,  was  a  farmer  in  Taunton,  on 
a  part  of  the  farm  now  owned  by  F.  K.  William*  aad  J 
wife.  The  title  comes  down  to  Rhoda  (Mr«.  Wil-  ^ 
liams)  direct  from  her  great-grandfather  (name  not 
known),  through  her  grandfather,  Ephraim,  and 
father,  Thomas.  Her  great-grandfather  was  a  large 
land-owner  and  a  prominent  and  active  man. 

Mr.  Williams  never  wasawitucas  iu  any  court  other 
than  that  of  probate,  never  had  a  lawsuit  with  any 
one,  and  never  had  to  secure  a  bondsman  for  any  other  i 
purpose  than  the  customary  bonds  of  a  sailing-msi-  1 
ter.  He  is  a  generous,  warm-hearted  man,  and  staud* 
high  in  the  regards  of  community,  doing  do  discredit 
on  the  honored  name  ho  bears.  He  is  Unitarian  in 
sympathy  and  belief,  and  a  supporter  of  that  church 
organization.  He  is  a  stockholder  of  Taunton  Na- 
tional Bank,  Bristol  County  National  Bank,  and 
holds  as  an  heirloom  a  few  shares  of  Boston  and  Al- 
bany Railroad  left  him  by  his  father.  Mr.  Williaau 
lias  been  for  forty-four  years  a  sulferer  from  rbeuini- 
tism,  which  has  greatly  crippled  him,  hut,  with  agresi 
fund  of  cheerfulness,  he  is  pausing  down  to  the  twi- 
light of  life  with  resignation,  cheered  in  his  declin- 
ing years  liy  a  loving  wife  and  affectionate  dnughten. 

John  Rbijii  Williams,  fiflh  son  and  sevcjuli 
child  of  Francis  and  Louisa  Williams,  was  born  an 
the  old  Williams  homestead  in  Taunton,  Maas.,  Juae 
18,  1817.     He  was  brought  up  like  his  other  hrolben 
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to  work  diligently  and  well  at  any  labor  coining  to 
Jianil,  and  early  was  inured  to  lalN)r.     None  of  his 
father'A  household  were  allowetl  to  cat  the  bread  of 
idleness,  but  all  were  trained  to  know  the  necessity 
and  value  of  the  saying,  "  By  the  sweat  of  thy  face 
shalt  thou  earn  thy  bread/'    These  industrious  habits 
were  not  only  good  accfuirements  in  themselves,  but 
they  were  preventives  of  all  the  various  kinds  of  dis- 
sipation which  have  ruined  so  many  reared  in  idle- 
ness.    He  received  common  school   and    academic 
education,  teaching  one  term  of  school  when  twenty 
years  old.    The  fall  after  he  was  of  age  he  went  to 
Savannah,  Ga.,  and  engaged  in  brick-making,  and 
there  made  the  brick  from  which  Fort  Pulaski,  after- 
wards to  become  so  historic,  was  constructed.    He 
stayed  there  two  winters,  and  returning  home  worked 
for  his  father  until  1842,  when,  purchasing  the  place 
where  he  now  resides,  he  moved  thither  in  Uie  spring 
of  1843.    For  two  years  he  made  red  brick,  and  since 
then  has  been  engaged  in  manufacturing  fire-bricks 
and  stove-linings.    Commencing  in  a  small  way  with 
only  his  own  personal  labor,  he  now  employs  about 
twenty  men,  and  in  1882  the  production  of  his  works 
amounted  to  fourteen  thousand  dollars.    He  has  re- 
ceived from  them  in  some  years  twenty  thousand  dol- 
lars.    He  made  many  improvements  on  his  land,  now 
consisting  of  one  hundred  acres,  and  in  1857  com- 
))lcted  the  commodious  and  beautiful  residence  in 
which  he  now  lives.    This  is  delightfully  situated  on 
a  gentle  eminence,  and  presents  a  charming  view  of 
the  surrounding  country  in  almost  every  direction, 
and  from  its  retired  situation  is  extremely  desirable 
as  a  home.    Mr.  Williams  is  a  director  and  president 
of  Taunton  Iron-Works,  which  offices  he  has  held 
for  several  years ;  he  is  stockholder  in  two  banks,  in 
copper-works,  iron-works,  etc.,  always  choosing  some 
manufacturing  interest  at  home  for  investment.    He 
is  an  active,  wide-awake,  and  progressive  man,  public- 
spirited  and  generous  in  support  of  anything  tending 
to  build  up  his  native  town  and  city.     Whig  and  Re- 
publican in  politics,  he  has  never  been  an  aspirant 
for  office.    He  is  Unitarian  in  religion,  and  connected 
with  the  Congregational  Unitarian  Church  of  Taun- 
ton.    He  is  member  of  King  David  Lodge  of  Free- 
masons at  TauntoU)  and  King  Philip  Lodge  of  Odd- 
Follows.     He  married  Sarah,  daughter  of  Abner  and 
Eleanor  (Sanford)  Pitts,  of  Taunton,    Their  children 
are  Francis  (died  in  infancy),  Joseph  S.,  Sarah  £., 
E.  Jjouisa,  John  G.,  and  Sophia  P.    They  all  live 
with  their  parents,  and  form  a  pleasant  and  intelli- 
gent family  group.     Mr.  Williams  has  a  full  apj)reci- 
ation  of  the  value  of  mental  culture  and  develop- 
ment, and  has  given  his  children  good  opportunities 
for  education,  which  have  not  been  neglected.    Sarah 
and   Louisa  are  successful   and    highly-appreciated 
teachers.     Joseph  is  the  manager  and  engineer  in  his 
father's  works.    John  G.  is  traveling  salesman  for  the 
business. 
Alexander  Hamilton  Williams,  youngest  son 


of  Francis  and  Louisa  Williams,  was  born  on  the  an- 
cestral home  of  his  great  ancestor,  Richard,  Dec.  26, 
182'i.  He  received  the  same  lessons  of  thrift,  in- 
dustry, and  economy  as  his  elder  brothers,  and  early 
worked  at  brick-making,  farming,  or  lumbering,  as 
occasion  demanded.  His  education  was  derived  from 
the  common  schools  of  his  native  town  and  its  acade- 
mies. Being  the  youngest  son,  it  devolved  on  him 
to  succeed  his  father  in  his  business  operations  when 
the  active  brain  was  tired  with  age  and  the  worn 
frame  succumbed  to  the  weight  of  years,  and  during 
his  last  years  his  father  lived  with  Alexander.  Mr. 
Williams  was  about  twenty-five  years  old  when  he 
assumed  the  management  of  his  father's  affiiirs,  and 
under  his  energetic  labors  and  youthful  ambition  they 
did  not  lose  in  magnitude.  His  has  been  an  active 
life.  Always  outspoken  and  frank  in  expressing  his 
views,  he  has  labored  with  earnestness  to  carry  them 
into  practical  results.  Ho  is  a  member  of  the  Unita- 
rian Church,  a  member  also  of  King  David  Lodge  of 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons.  Although  not  a  politi- 
cian, and  avoiding  as  much  as  possible  official  pre- 
ferment, he  has  held  strong  political  opinions,  and 
was  a  pronounced  Whig  and  Republican.  He  has 
been  called  on  to  serve  as  counselor  in  the  city  gov- 
ernment of  Taunton,  is  now  director  in  Taunton 
Brick  Company,  and  also  stockholder  in  various  cor- 
porations and  institutions. 

Mr.  Williams  is  the  largest  manufacturer  of  bricks 
(outside  the  Taunton  Brick  Company)  in  this  section, 
so  noted  for  its  production  of  this  building  material, 
keeping  himself  the  leader  in  this  direction.  He 
started  the  Taunton  Brick  Company  in  the  summer 
of  1868,  and  organised  the  Williams  Brick  Company 
in  1872.  This  business  has  attained  enormous  pro- 
portions, and  his  son,  Capt  George  F.  Williams,  has 
been  connected  with  him  in  this  company  since  1873. 
Their  production  of  brick  in  1882  was  two  million 
nine  hundred  thousand.  In  1880,  Mr.  Williams  con- 
tracted with  the  Conant  Thread  Company  of  Paw- 
tucket,  R.  I.,  to  furnish  them  five  million  brick. 
This  he  filled,  and  also  furnished  them  with  quite  a 
quantity  beside  which  they  needed  to  complete  their 
work.  This  was,  beyond  question,  the  largest  con- 
tract for  brick  ever  taken. 

Mr.  Williams  is  in  possession  of  about  ninety 
acres  of  the  more  than  one  hundred  which  consti- 
tuted the  homestead  farm  of  Richard  Williams.  This 
historic  place  is  highly  valued  by  him,  and  affords 
him  a  beautiful  and  comfortable  home.  It  used  to 
be  in  early  times  the  principal  fording-place  of  the 
people,  and  was  noted  for  the  shallowness  of  the 
river.  Mr.  Williams  married,  Jan.  16,  1851,  Jane 
Knight  King.  She  was  daughter  of  Dr.  Dan  King 
and  Cynthia  Pride,  his  wife.  She  was  born  in  Charles- 
town,  R.  I.,  June  4,  1826.  Their  children  are:  (1) 
George  F.,  who  is  book-keeper,  overseer,  and  general 
business  manager  of  the  Williams  Brick  Company. 
He  was  chosen  captain  of  Company  G,  Taunton 


Light  Qunrds,  A[awiacliusetU  Stnles  Militia.  He 
married  Adelln,  daughter  of  6hubael  HIihs,  of  Taun- 
ton, and  lias  one  daughter,  Emiiiu;  (2)  GynUiia  P., 
born' June  IS,  ISSii,  who  reaides  with  her  pureuta. 
Mr.  WilliaiuH  in  ol'  fine  penouul  appetinuii»,  lull 
and  well  pruportioncd,  of  light  complexion,  showing 
Strong  Saxon  chnrRotoriatics,  and  in  iiocial  and  genial 
liy  iiulnrc,  und  alliuiiigh  ojtreful  Jii  Hnunuial  miilMrs, 
h*  At  tlie  Hiiine  liiuo  goiicntUH  niid  hoHpltuhlu.  )lu 
enjoys  llie  confideii(;t:  iind  OHtucni  of  a  largo  cirulu  fur 
his  solid  worth  and  many  good  qualltlea. 


A,  K.  WrLLIAMB. 

Abinthar  King  Williams,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
is  descended  from  Richard  Willinm»',  the  tint  stiltlcr 
of  Cohannet,  now  Taunton,  Mass.  This  mutnoruhle 
pioneer  wiis  from  Qlnmorgansliire,  Wnles,  and  settled 
at  Cohannet  in  1G3T.  Two  years  later  he  wnu  one  of 
the  founders  of  Tauntnn.  His  wife,  Frnncee  Dighton, 
was  from  Somersetshire,  England.  Their  third  son, 
Joseph",  and  wife  Elizabeth,  had  a  son  Richard',  who 
Lad  a  son,  Cul.  George  Williams',  who  resided  at 
South  Raynham,  und  was  the  father  of  Ahiuthur 
Williams'.  Tlie  latter  wua  born  in  Ilaynham,  and 
married  Nancy  Dean.  They  had  eleven  children,  of 
whom  our  subject  was  the  seventh  iu  the  order  of 
birth.    (See  history  of  the  Williams  family,  Taunton.) 

Abiathar  Williams  wa«  known  an  "Capt.  Wil- 
liams." lie  ran  a  sloop  from  Taunton  to  New  York 
from  the  time  ha  was  thirteen  years  of  age  till  he  was 
flfty-five.  He  was  a  BUccessful  and  influential  citi' 
sen,  represented  his  town  in  the  General  Court,  nnd 
held  various  local  ofilces.  He  died  in  June,  ISGG.und 
Ills  wife  in  IgSS. 

A.  K.  Williams,  son  of  Abiatlisr  and  Nancy  (Dean) 
Williams,  was  born  in  Taunton,  Muss.,  March  II, 
1815.  He  received  his  education  at  the  coninion 
schools,  and  at  an  academy  iu  his  native  town.  Tn 
1828  his  fattier  began  the  lumber  business  in  partner- 
ship with  D.  W.  G.  Cobb  {firm  of  Williams  A  Co.), 
and  in  connection  with  this  interest  young  A.  K.  was 
brought  up,  and  in  1849  was  received  by  his  father 
as  a  partner  in  the  lirm,  which  then  became  A.  Wil- 
liams Sl  Son,  It  remained  under  this  style  till  about 
185^,  at  which  time  the  lirm-namc  was  changed  to 
A.  K.  Williams  &  Ci).,  the  com|iuny  being  George  It. 
~Williams,  und  so  remained  till  A.  K.  WilliaiDH  re- 
tired in  1877. 

Mr,  Williams  ia  reputed  to  be  weulthy,  and  is  a 
large  stockholder  in  various  inunufacturtng  enter- 
jirises,  iHith  at  home  and  abroad. 

He  married  Snruh  G.  Andrews,  daughter  of  Jlenry 
R.  and  Sarali  Parker  (Hill)  Andrews,  of  Boston, 
Mass.,  Dec.  17,  1857.  Their  only  son,  Everett  A., 
died  at  the  age  of  seven  yoam. 


SYI.VANUB   NBI.EON  STAI'LICS. 

Sylvanus  Nelson  Staples,  son  of  Sylvanus  Staple*, 
waa  born  iu  Tauntun,  Mass.,  Aug.  2, 181 1.  His  luiher 
was  born  iu  tliesamo  towu  Nov,  24,  I783,aiii]  married, 
Aug.  35, 1805,  Bally,  daughter  of  Capt.  Jacob  Phillips. 
She  was  horn  June  25,  1783,  in  Taunton,  Mosh.  Of 
this  union  eleven  children  wore  baru,  tiz.,  0)  Asu- 
■lath  (decciiBedj,  uiurrjcil  Robert  Abcll;  {Z]  Sully  A. 
(ilueeiuteil ),  married  Jahe&  Irish ;  [U)  Itubocui  A., 
married  Albert  Carpenter;  (-1)  •Vj//r(i'i>«  W.;  (5)  Klini 
N.,  married  Adam  Reed;  (6)  Abiathar  I.  (deewued), 
married  Estlier  Jones ;  (7)  Hopy  T.  (deceased),  mar- 
ried George  ^Mgar;  |S)  Tllu  Ana,  married  Natlian 
Maker;  (U)  Dehornh  (deceased),  married  Abel  Heed; 
(10)  Henry,  died  unmarried;  and  (11)  JoUu,  who  vta4 
drowned  at  the  age  of  nine. 

Mr,  Sluples  was  a  brick-maker  by  imde,  and  a 
Democrat  in  (Kilitics.  Both  Mr.  and  Mn.  Staples 
were  membcm  of  the  llupliat  Church  at  I'awliickel, 
R.  I.,  whither  they  had  gone  Co  live  in  18S0,  and 
where  their  two  youngest  children  were  born.  Mn. 
SUples  died  Sept.  25, 1851,  aged  sixty-eight  yeftr^Hiid 
tliree  montlis,  and  Mr.  StaplcH  died  Fob.  24.  18'>2, 
aged  sixty-eight  years  und  three  months  also. 

Sylvunus  Stuplnt,  father  of  Sylvanus,  and  grand- 
father of  Sylvanus  N.,  was  a  native  of  Taunluii,  mar- 
ried a  Miss  I'oirce,  and  hud  four  sojis  ant)  two  ilnugli- 
ters,  of  whom  Sylvanus,  father  of  Sylvanus  N.,  was 
the  eldest  son.  He  was  a  furmer  by  oceupuliuit,  anil 
died  at  a  ri|ie  old  age.  Sylvanus  Nelson  Slaplea  tnicca 
tiis  muternul  history  buck  through  Sully  i'hilli|ui  unti 
Capt.  Jacob  Pliilliiw,  a  soldier  in  tlie  KevolutJonarj 
war.  lie  was  several  timee  taken  iiriaoner,  and  su»  J 
ceeded  in  escsping  twice  at  great  peril  of  his  life. 
He  was  master  of  vessels,  and  for  many  years  wu 
engaged  in  the  coasting  trade  between  Taunton,  New 
Ynrk,  Boston,  and  many  Southern  jtorts.  He  died  at 
seventy-six  years  of  age. 

SVLVAMUH  N.  Stai'i.km  received  a  eoinnioi.  school 
edncatiou,  working  with  his  grandfather,  Capt.  Jacob 
Pliillips,  summers,  and  attending  school  win  tent.  He 
commenced  a  seafaring  life  as  a  cabin-boy  wbeu  not 
more  than  ten  years  of  age,  and  gradually  ruse  through 
the  various  grades  till  he  becunie  master  of  a  sloop  at 
the  early  age  of  eighteen.  He  continued  in  the  coast- 
ing trade,  visiting  the  West  Indies  und  tlie  Oulf  of 
Mexico  till  he  was  twenty-eight.  In  thenicau  tinielw 
bud  several  veaselsbuilt  for  his  trade.  In  ISSti  he  com- 
menced dealing  in  wholesale  and  retail  couimissieo 
Hour  and  grocery  business  witli  Francis  D.  William*. 
as  partner,  under  the  firm-title  uf  F.  D.  Williams  A 
Co.  After  a  few  years  Mr.  Staples  purchased  hit 
partner's  interest,  and  the  business  was  carrinl 
on  under  the  title  of  S.  N.  Staples  &  Co.,  Hiram 
Durt,  a  brother-in-law,  being  the  company,  though  not 
actively  engaged  in  the  buaincas,  ils  he  was  constantly 
ut  sea.  Aflur  several  years  Mr.  Staples  tKinght  bid 
giurtner's  interest,  and  associated  with  bini  Messrs. 
Jamea  M.  and  Horatio  Williams.    Thejr  bad  place* 
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of  business  at  this  place  (Weir,  Mass.),  8.  N.  Staples 
A  Co. ;  nt  Now  Ik>dfor<l,  James  M.  Williams  &  Co. ; 
antl  III  Norfolk,  Ya.,  under  llio  firin-namo  of  Williams, 
Staples  <fc  WiHiams.  Tlicir  business  was  extended  to 
the  West  Indies  and  all  along  the  Atlantic  seaboard. 
Their  West  India  enterprise  did  not  prove  altogether 
successful,  and  in  1850  the  partnership  was  dissolved. 

Mr.  Sta))1cs  began  life  again  at  the  bottom  of  the 
ladder,  and  by  the  friendly  aid  of  his  friends,  built  a 
vessel  called  the  "  William  Mason,"  named  after  Wil- 
liam Mason,  one  of  Taunton's  most  enterprising  and 
wealthy  citizens.  Mr.  Staples  ran  her  a  few  years, 
was  successful,  and  gave  her  to  his  brother,  Abiathar, 
who  ran  her  until  she  was  sunk  in  a  collision  with  the 
"  (iueen  of  the  West,"  off  Tortugas,  in  1861.  She  was 
laden  with  a  cargo  of  sugar,  and  was  the  last  vessel 
that  left  Ix)ui8iana  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  civil 
war.  Mr.  Staples  began  commercial  business,  dealing 
in  iron,  coal,  lime,  and  the  general  freighting  business 
with  William  II.  Phillips  in  1857,  under  firm-title  of 
Staples  <fe  riiilliprt.  They  have  been  very  successful 
in  their  business,  selling  three  thousand  tons  of  coal 
the  first  year,  which  has  steadily  increased,  till  now 
(1883)  they  sell  more  than  one  hundred  and  sixty 
thousand  tons  annually.  The  iron  trade  has  increased 
also.  They  are  also  extensively  engaged  in  the  ship- 
ping trade,  and  are  large  owners  in  a  great  many  ves- 
sels and  steamers.  Mr.  Staples  is  also  interested  in 
various  manufacturing  enterprises,  in  all  of  which  he 
has  been  successful.  He  is  a  director  in  the  Bristol 
County  National  Bank,  trustee  of  the  Taunton  Savings- 
Bank,  president  and  director  of  the  Dighton  Furnace 
Company,  director  in  Taunton  Cracker  Company, 
director  in  Taunton  Iron-Works,  and  Walliston 
Foundry,  near  Boston,  president  and  director  of  Globe 
Coal  Company,  Fall  River,  president  and  director  of 
Forest  Hill  Garden,  Fall  River,  director  of  Park 
Mills,  Tiiunton,  director  of  Taunton  Cotton  Machine 
Company,  and  president  and  director  of  Empire  State 
Steamboat  Company. 

In  politics  he  is  a  Republican.  He  has  held  some 
local  offices,  but  never  aspired  to  official  honors,  pre- 
ferring to  attend  to  his  own  business. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Unitarian  Church  at  Taun- 
ton, and  one  of  its  liberal  supporters.  He  married. 
May  22, 1835,  D.  Adeline  Hood,  daughter  of  Nathaniel 
and  Fanny  Hood,  of  Taunton.  They  have  children, 
viz.,  (1)  Elizabeth  A.  (deceased),  married  Stephen  A. 
Jenks,  of  Pawtucket;  (2)  Adeline  N.,  married  Lewis 
Williams;  (3)  Edwin  S.  (deceased),  married  Cora 
F.  Cook ;  (4)  Herbert  M.,  married  Alice  M.  Presbrey ; 
(5)  Harriet  F.  (decca.sed) ;  (6)  AdellL.,  resides  at  home. 


J.  F.  WHEELER. 

Jeremiah  Fisher  Wheeler,  son  of  Russell  and  Mary 
D.  Wheeler,  was  born  in  Rehoboth,  Mass.,  Jan.  8, 
1811.  He  comes  of  some  of  the  best  New  England 
families  of  early  colonial  days,  and  was  himself  a  good 


representative  of  this  active,  industrious,  and  enter- 
prising race.  His  father,  Riuuie]],  was  eighth  child 
in  the  family  of  twelve  children,  and  was  son  of  Jer- 
emiah and  Iktsey  Wheeler.  He  married  Mary  Da- 
vis, daughter  of  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  Mason.  She 
was  oldest  in  a  family  of  fifteen  children.  He  was 
for  many  years  a  manufacturer  of  cotton  with  his 
brother  Nathaniel,  a  noted  manufacturer,  in  Digh- 
ton, and  was  of  esteemed  worth  and  a  useful  citizen. 
He  had  eight  children, — Elizabeth  Troop,  Joseph 
Russell,  Mary  Davis,  Ann  Mason,  Jeremiah  F.,  Sub- 
mit Anthony,  Augustus  Mason,  and  William  Mason. 

J.  F.  Wheeler  studied  civil  engineering  and  me- 
chanics, and  became  a  machinist  He  went  to  New 
Orleans  as  a  civil  engineer,  and  took  charge  of  the 
construction  of  the  canal  leading  to  Lake  Pontchar- 
train,  where  he  employed  over  two  hundred  men.  He 
afterwards  established  an  iron  foundry  and  machine- 
shop,  in  connection  with  others,  and  for  nearly  forty 
years  devoted  himself  strictly  and  closely  to  his  busi- 
ness. He  was  senior  partner  of  the  well-known  house 
of  Wheeler,  Geddes  &  Co.,  which  did  an  extensive 
business  in  the  manufacture  of  steam-engines,  sugar- 
mills,  and  all  kinds  of  machinery  and  iron-work  at  208 
Girod  Street,  New  Orleans.  He  amassed  a  large  prop- 
erty, and  retired  about  1869.  He  died  Jan.  4,  1864, 
aged  fifly- three  years.  He  owned  a  large  estate  in 
New  Orleans. 

He  married,  first,  Martha  Marshall,  of  Tennessee, 
who  died  in  1850,  leaving  one  son,  Albert  W.,  who 
married  Mary  Manders,  and  died,  leaving  one  son, 
also  Albert  Dec.  12,  1853,  Mr.  Wheeler  married 
Louisa,  daughter  of  Ebonezer  af^d  Betsey  (Crane) 
Hathaway.  The  Hathaway  family  of  the  entire  sec- 
tion of  New  England  traces  its  origin  to  Arthur  and 
John  Hathaway,  who  came  to  America  in  1630,  from 
one  of  the  Welsh  counties  of  England.  Arthur  set- 
tled in  Plymouth,  had  a  son,  Arthur,  who  married 
Sarah,  daughter  of  John  Cooke,  one  of  the  large 
land-owners  of  Dartmouth,  Nov.  20, 1652;  lived  first 
in  Duxbury,  then  in  Dartmouth,  and  died  in  1712. 
He  had  sons,  John,  Thomas,  Jonathan,  and  numerous 
daughters.  John,  his  son,  lived  on  the  New  Bedford 
side  of  the  river,  and  had  sixteen  children.  John 
Hathaway^  the  emigrant,  in  1638  was  a  landholder  in 
Taunton  (now  Berkley),  where  he  died.  His  son  John} 
had  two  wives  and  several  children,  among  them 
John^,  He  settled  in  Freetown,  had  wife  Christian 
and  ten  children.  Isaac  (fourth  generation)  married 
Sarah  Makepeace,  and  had  eight  children.  Nicholas 
(fifth  generation),  his  second  son  (bom  1722,  died 
1800),  married  Rebecca  My  rick,  and  had  numerous 
children,  among  them  Stephen  (sixth  generation), 
who  was  born  1745,  died  1819,  married  Hope  Pierce, 
Feb.  12,  1767,  and  had  twelve  children.  His  son 
Ebenezer  (seventh  generation),  born  Aug.  21,  1779, 
married  Betsey  Crane,  daughter  of  Ebenezer  and  Si- 
lence (Pitts),  Sept  22,  1805.  She  was  born  March 
15, 1786,  and  died  June  7, 1853.    Mr.  Hathaway  died 
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Harcli  H,  1S42.  Tliey  had  ten  children,  of  wtioin 
Louisa  (eighth  generation)  was  seventh.  She  was 
born  in  Dighton,  MtuH.,  SUy  29,  1819. 

Mr.  Wheeler's  only  aurriving  child  by  his  seconil 
marriage  ii  Elenoor  B..  who  lives  with  her  mother, 
and  resamblea  in  personal  appttaranci:  her  Tather. 

Mr.  Wiieeler  was  of  erect  and  iligniAed  bearing, 
fino-lonlcing,  eoinmanding  prcttciicti,  and  un  uriab)- 
crutiu  mien,  lie  said  few  ivorda,  hut  no  outi  ever ' 
miiiiinderHiood  him,  and  under  Ihis  reMrve  he  car- 
ried a  warm  and  Icindly  nature.  Ho  wan  one  of  the 
beat  types  of  "gelf-niade"  men,  of  ncknowledi^ed 
probity  and  integrity  and  iterljng  worth.  He  had 
a.  Inr^e  circle  of  friends.  Since  June,  1S(H,  Mrs. 
Wlieeler  has  made  her  home  in  Taunton.  She  car- 
ries her  yean  liglitly,  and  ia  an  agreeable  social  com- 
panion. 

PERLBV    IDB    PGUKIN.l 

Perley  Ide  Perrin  was  born  in  Seekont,  Bristol 
Co.,  Mobs.,  March  1,  1SI2.  He  is  a  lineal  descend- 
ant in  tlie  aeventh  generation  from  John  Ferryn,  who 
came  from  London  in  the  ship  "Safety,"  Aug.  10, 
1635,  and  settled  in  Braintree  or  Weynioutli,  Mass. 
Bis  wife's  name  was  Ann.  They  had  five  children, 
of  whom  Mary,  born  in  Braintree,  Dec  22,  1640,  was 
probably  the  oldest.  Slie  is  the  only  one  whose  birth 
is  recorded  in  the  Braintree  reconia.  The  family  soon 
after  removed  to  Rehobuth,  Maua.,  where  John  Per- 
ryn  was  Ituried,  Sept.  13,  1674,  and  his  widow,  Ann, 
March  11,  1688.  The  line  of  descent  from  John 
Perryn  to  the  subject  of  this  altetcb  is  as  follows: 
John',  John,  Jr.',  Daniel',  Daniel,  Jr.*,  David', 
John*,  Parley  Ide'. 

They  have  been  fitrmera  throughout  their  genera- 
tions. David'  married  Abigail,  daughter  of  Thomas 
Cooper,  of  Attleborongh,  Mass.,  and  had  twelve  chil- 
dren, of  whom  John,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
one.  David  died  Feb.  15,  1825,  aged  eighty-flve 
yeara,  three  montlis,  and  twenty-three  days.  Ilia 
wife,  Abigail,  died  Feb.  3,  1830,  aged  eighty-five 
years,  three  months,  and  twenty-five  days.  John*, 
sonof  David,  was  born  Feb.  6, 1786;  married  Hnldah, 
daughter  of  Capt.  Jacob  Ide,  of  Attleborough,  Mass., 
and  had  two  sons, — Anson  E.  and  Perley  Ide.  He 
married  for  his  second  wife  Widow  Hannah  W. 
Buckliu,  daughter  of  Ephraini  Wallcer,  of  Seebonk, 
Moiis.  He  was  a  Republican  in  poliliis  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Congregational  Church.  He  died  at  about 
seventy-eight  years  of  age,  July  1,  18G-1,  and  v/aa 
buried  in  East  Providence  Cemetery. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  a  common 
school  education,  and  has  always  been  a  thoughtful 
reader  and  a  close  ohaervor.  He  ia  therefore  well 
informed  on  all  the  current  events  and  questions  of 
the  day.  His  mother  died  when  he  was  about  two 
years  old,  and  he  was  cared  for  by  Ills  aunt,  Sarah 
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Kent,  and  his  grandmother,  Perrin.  At  nineteen  be 
left  home  for  Pawtucket,  R.  1.,  where  be  spent  tliree 
years  in  learning  the  trade  of  a  macblnisl,  when  he 
went  to  Bridgewuter,  Masa.,  and  at  the  expiration  of 
O'ne  year  to  Lowell,  and  tlience  to  Newark,  N.  J.  In 
Ijnwoll  ho  bad  worked  at  louoiuolivo  building,  and 
this  was  also  hia  occupation  in  Newark,  where  lie  was 
nuuing  the  first  umphiy^ji  iif  Sclh  Boyilcu.  Aflvrw^v- 
eral  yuan  bo  rctnriiod  to  I'nwtuckot,  R.  I.,  wUcro  he 
wiirkcn]  on  tliu  farm  and  in  Uic  shop  until  he  went  to 
Philadelphia  and  worked  a  while  on  stMtiunary  en* 
giues,  returning  again  to  Pawtucket,  where  be  estab' 
lished  a  small  shop  in  the  spring  of  1841.  He,  how- 
ever, conducted  this  business  only  about  a  year,  when 
he  was  called  to  his  native  town  to  take  care  of  his 
uncle  David,  a  farmer  and  bachelor.  After  his  UDcle's 
death  he  married  Eunice  Kent,  dnugliter  of  Seba  and 
Abigail  Kent,  Oct.  10,  1843.  She  was  burn  in  See- 
konk.  May  27,  1S12.  Their  children  mn  Emily 
Frances,  burn  July  28,  1^/44  ;  Huldah  Ide,  born  Dec. 
16,  184G,  married  Everett  D.  QudlVey  Oct.  7,  1868, 
and  has  two  cbildr&n,  Edith  I.  and  Chester  S. 

Mr.  Perrin  remained  on  the  farm  some  two  years 
after  his  marriage,  and  then  went  to  Providence, 
li.  I.,  where  he  again  embarked  in  tliu  businesa  of  a 
nnachinist,  remaining  till  June,  1846,  at  which  time 
lie  removed  to  Taunton  in  the  employ  of  the  Taun- 
ton Locomotive  Manufacturing  Company  as  foieman 
and  draughtsman.  He  next  became  general  superin- 
tendent, and  succeeded  to  the  position  of  agent  and 
treasurer  in  1877.  After  a  few  years  he  became  in- 
terested in  the  business,  and  ia  now  one  of  the  »tock- 
holderaof  the  company.  For  five  years  Mr.  Perrin 
served  efficiently  as  un  alderman,  in  the  City  Council, 
and  for  six  years  was  president  of  the  hoard  of  Jirec- 
tora  of  the  Taunton  Waler-Works.  He  is  one  of  the 
trustees  of  the  Taunton  Savings-Bauk,  and  a  liberal 
sujiport^'r  of  the  Baptist  Church,  of  which  lie  is  a 
in  ember. 

One  of  the  strongest  personal  trails  of  Mr.  Perrin 
is  energy  of  character,  and  this  is  guided  by  good 
sense  and  sound  judgment.  Few  men  are  more 
highly  esteemed,  and  few  enjoy  more  fully  the  com- 
forts of  a  happy  home. 


ELI    II.  KLUHIDUK. 

Elill.  Eldridgo,  senior  partner  in  the  firm  of  El- 
dridjre  &  Co.,  was  horn  in  Taunton,  Muss.,  May  26, 
1828.  He  is  the  son  of  Eli  and  Charlotte  (Curtis) 
Eldridge,  of  Itarnstable  County,  Mass.,  where  the 
uuccslors  have  for  several  generations  resided.  Like 
most  young  men  of  his  day  in  that  part  of  the  coun- 
try where  he  was  brought  up,  Mr.  Eldridge  had  but 
limited  educational  advantages.  About  three  months 
of  each  year  at  the  public  school  of  his  town  (Har- 
wich) was  the  most  he  couhl  hope  for,  and  alter  his 
fifteenth  year  oven  that  was  denied  him.  il is  early 
boyhood  was  spent  on  tlie  farm;  at  about  fourteeo 
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years  of  nge  he  sought  and  obtained  employment  in 
the  hritaniiin-works  of  Ilccd  &  Barton,  at  Taunti>n,  as 
a  geiicrnl  employe,  learning  the  diflerent  branches  of 
the  trade.  Here  he  continued  till  seventeen  years 
old,  when  he  went  to  Dorchester,  Mass.,  and  obtained 
employment  with  lloswell  Gleason,  in  whose  shop 
Eli  EldnMge,  Sr.,  was  superintendent.  Here  he  spent 
the  next  three  years,  when  both  he  and  his  father  re- 
turned lo  Taunton  and  began,  in  a  small  way,  the 
manufacture  of  various  small  articles  in  britannia. 
In  ISfJO  thoy  began  making  a  specialty  of  cofRn- 
phitcs,  which  to  the  present  time  has  been  one  of  the 
leading  features  of  their  business.  Upon  the  decease 
of  Mr.  Eldridge*s  father,  in  September,  1875,  he  took 
his  son  John  il.  into  partnership  with  him.  They 
operate  under  the  firm-name  of  Eldridge  &  Co.,  and 
manufacture  coflin-plates,  hinges,  lining-tacks,  etc. 
They  employ  a  number  of  hands,  and  their  trade 
reaches  all  through  the  Eastern,  Middle,  and  Western 
Slates  to  California.  They  have  the  latest  improved 
machinery  adapted  for  their  particular  kind  of  work, 
and  are  continually  adding  to  and  increasing  their 
facilities.  They  do  first-class  work  only.  Mr.  El- 
dridge married.  May  2,  1860,  Lydia  A.,  daughter  of 
John  and  Deborah  Thrasher.  They  have  two  chil- 
dren living,  one  deceased, — John  H.,  born  Jan.  7, 
18r>3;  Alice  I?,  (deceased);  Albert  S.,  born  Nov.  15, 
1859.  Hoth  of  the  sons  are  married,  and  are  con- 
nected with  their  father  in  the  manufacturing  busi- 
ness. Mr.  Eldridge  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and 
an  ardent  temperance  man. 


ELliKIDGB   0.   DRAN. 

Elbridge  (>.  Dean,  son  of  Abel'  and  Mehi tabic 
Dean,  was  born  in  Taunton,  Mass.,  Dec.  9,  1811.  His 
father  was  only  son  of  AbeP  Dean,  a  farmer  and  shoe- 
maker, and  a  worthy  member  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
who  was  son  of  Ezra  Dean.  Thus  for  several  gener- 
ations has  this  branch  of  the  Dean  family  been  among 
the  reputable  citizens  of  Taunton.  Abel  Dean' 
served  as  a  private  soldier  in  the  Mexican  war,  and 
married  Mehitable,  daughter  of  Elkanah  Dean,  and 
was  a  carpenter  by  trade.  Elbridge  had  limited  com- 
mon school  education.  He  was  early  taught  to  labor, 
and  being  of  robust  frame  enjoyed  it,  and  followed 
brickmaking  until  he  was  nineteen,  when,  in  company 
with  Joseph  A.  Hall,  he  began  the  manufacture  of 
brick.  This  partnership  continued  two  years.  Mr. 
Dean  then  for  thirteen  consecutive  years  followed  this 
laborious  avocitinti,  becoming  practically  familiar 
with  every  department,  and  shrinking  from  none  even 
the  heaviest  labor.  Since  then  he  has  coupled  other 
departments  of  business  which  his  shrewd  practi- 
cality could  see  would  be  remunerative.  He  has  been 
a  farmer,  conducted  milk  business,  and  dealt  largely 
in  real  estate.  He  now  owns  numerous  houses  in 
Taunton,  and  several  farms  in  different  parts  of  the 
county.     He  is  one  of  the  money-making,  practical 


men  of  Taunton  to-day,  and  can  and  does  perform  a 
hard  day's  work  with  greater  ease  than  many  men 
much  his  junior  in  years.  He  is  conservative  and 
cautious,  and  is  a  thoroughly  successful  "self-made" 
man,  enjoying  the  satisfactory  results  of  his  energy, 
economy,  and  thrift.  In  politics,  like  his  father  and 
grandfather,  he  is  Democratic.  He  would  never  ac- 
cept ofllce,  other  than  highway  surveyor.  He  married, 
first,  Caroline,  daughter  of  George  and  Hopy  (Payne) 
Briggs,  of  Freetown.  They  had  six  children, — Charles 
/'!,  who  went  into  the  military  service  during  the  last 
war  in  a  Rhode  Island  regiment,  and  has  never  re- 
turned ;  Andrew  0}  (died  young) ;  Qmtavm  Z/.,  a 
soldier,  also  in  the  Rebellion,  now  a  farmer  in  Rayn- 
ham.  He  went  out  as  a  private,  served  three  and  a 
half  years,  and  when  mustered  out  was  a  lieutenant. 
He  received  a  wound  in  the  foot  from  which  he  still 
suffers.  Andrew  O.* ;  Alfred,  now  with  his  father,  as- 
sisting in  brick  manufacturing  and  farming;  Ann 
Jatieite,  married  Henry  Lincoln,  and  lives  in  Norton  ; 
and  Oeort/ianna  (died  young).  Mrs.  Dean  died  March 
19,  1872.  In  February,  1879,  Mr.  Dean  married  Mrs. 
Sarah  A.  Chase,  widow  of  Robert  Chase,  and  daugh- 
ter of  David  Perkins,  of  Freetown.  She  has  ope  son, 
Algernon,  by  her  first  marriage. 


SAMUBL  0.  DUNBAR. 

Samuel  O.  Dunbar  was  bom  at  Tittecut,  Mass.,  Aug. 
9, 1800.  He  is  the  son  of  Samuel  and  Abigail  (In- 
gall)  Dunbar,  and  grandson  of  Samuel  Dunbar.  The 
ancestors  were  originally  from  Scotland. 

In  the  day  of  Mr.  Dunbar's  ^outh  there  were  very 
limited  opportunities  afforded  for  obtaining  an  educa- 
tion. Owing  to  serious  and  protracted  illness  in  his 
father's  family,  Mr.  Dunbar  was  deprived  of  even 
the  very  limited  advantages  offered  by  the  common 
schools,  and  his  education,  scholastic  as  well  as  busi- 
ness, was  chiefly  acquired  outside  the  school-room. 
In  1818  he  went  to  Boston  and  engaged  as  a  salesman 
in  a  dry-goods  store.  He  continued  with  this  same 
employer  until  1834,  when  he  came  to  Taunton  and 
embarked  in  the  drug  business,  which  he  has  con- 
tinued from  that  time  to  the  present.  At  that  time 
Taunton  was  comparatively  a  small  place,  and  Mr. 
Dunbar's  business  was  very  small  compared  with 
what  it  afterwards  became.  By  diligent  and  earnest 
application  to  his  chosen  pursuit  he  soon  won  his  way 
to  the  confidence  of  the  people,  and  while  he  was 
building  up  his  fortune  in  the  sha|>e  of  a  profitable 
business,  he  also  built  up  a  much  more  valuable  and 
rare  fortune  in  the  esteem,  good  will,  and  good  opin- 
ion of  his  fellow-townsmen.  He  is  now  the  oldest 
druggist  in  Bristol  County,  and  yet  gives  his  personal 
attention  and  supervision  to  his  business  every  day. 
He  is  a  hale,  hearty,  well-preserved  man  for  one  of 
his  great  age,  and  in  full  possession  of  all  his  facul- 
ties. He  has  made  it  his  rule  through  life  to  attend 
strictly  to  the  business  he  had  chosen,  and  to  this 
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inO  prompt  uttontion  may  In;  itttriliiiUsI  hit 
He  could  never  be  persUHilL-O  lo  umiuiiie  the 
dutiua  or  any  official  staUon,  preforring  to  letive  to 
otiieni  the  liigli  placiM  in  tho  land;  liia  ambition 
fans  lieen  to  raithrully  iind  worthily  porforiii  liiii  iliities 
as  a  privitte  citiien. 

Murdi  If,  1827,  lie  married  Eliwi  W.  Taylor,  of 
IkiBtoti,  Mima.  Slio  is  ttie  daughter  of  Levi  itiid 
Mary  jKitchen)  Tiiylor,  of  that  city.  Their  uiiimi 
wna  not  blessed  with  nny  iasue,  yet  they  have  reared 
ami  ediii:Htcd  ([uile  it  considersble  family.  Upon  the 
deutb  ol'  Mn.  Mary  R.  Moore  (Mm.  DiinhaHiiaiBtor), 
ID  ism,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dunbar  asKiiined  Uie  care  of  lior 
Orphaned  children,  live  in  number,  reared  utiil  edu- 
eated  them,  and  has  lived  to  aee  all  but  one  of  them 
puDsi  awuy  to  the  ii\i\rit  land.  Chnrlea  A.,  the  only 
aurvivin);  one,  grow  lo  manhood,  migrated  to  St.  I'aut, 
Minn.,  where  he  ia  now  a  successful  luml>er  merchant. 

Ill  iHilitics,  Mr.  Diinbiir  liiui  iilwiiys  bucn  a  Whig 
■nd  lle|iubllcBn,  sliLncli  auil  true,  aud  was  an  eariioat 
BUjiporter  and  great  udmirer  of  that  great  son  of  New 
England,  Daniel  Webster.  In  186t)  lie  was  appointed 
poetmasler  of  Taunton,  which  position  he  held  tho 
ensuing  four  yearH. 

Mr.  and  Mi^.  Dunbar  are  in  many  reapecls  a  re- 
markable couple.  They  have  paaued  over  fifly-aii 
fears  of  life  hand  in  hand  together,  aud  during  all 
tliose  long  years  the  harmony  of  their  union  hita  not 
been  iiiurrcd  by  a  dltipule,  disagreement,  or  harsh 
word.  The  united  current  of  their  livea  has  flowed 
peacefully  and  happily  on,  and  now,  as  tliey  near  the 
great  ocean  of  eternity,  they  can  look  coalidenlly  for- 
wanl  with  the  pleasing  aasurance  tliftt,  if  separated 
at  all,  it  will  be  but  briefly  ;  that  in  the  great  beyond 
that  union  of  heart  and  spirit,  so  long  and  happily 
Diaintained  here,  shall  there  be  but  the  more  firmly 
atablislied  us  the  ages  roll  by. 


KDWIN  KKITIl. 
Edwin  Keith  was  born  in  liridgewiitcr,  Mnas.,  Aug. 
3, 1  mi.  He  is  the  son  of  Jonathan  and  Surah  ( Leucli ) 
Keith.  Being  broughtupon  the  farm,  he  liad  only  such 
etlueation  as  the  schools  of  his  town  afforded.  Wlicn 
eighteen  years  of  age  he  came  to  Taunton  and  ap- 
prenticed himself  to  his  uncle,  Janiea  Leach,  to  learn 
the  trade  of  machinidt,  and  atlerwanU  became  a  part- 
ner with  him  in  business  under  the  firm-name  of  I.ieach 
&  Keith.  Upon  tho  dissolution  of  this  linn  he  en- 
gaged for  some  years  in  insurance  biiHJiicss,  and  from 
ISaCi  to  the  time  of  his  death  hu  was  superintendent, 
clerk,  and  treasurer  of  the  Taunton  Gas-Light  Uoin- 
pany.  Ue  was  selectman  of  Taunton  four  years, 
member  of  tho  Common  Qiuncil,  and  n  director  of 
the  Itrislul  County  Hank,  iind  always  prominonlty 
Ulentitied  with  llie  business  interests  of  iiis  adopted 
town.  Hia  death,  which  occurred  April  30, 18S2,  was 
sudden  aud  unexpected.    He  was  stricken  with  heart- 


(liseuoe,  and  died  almost  instantly.  Altlimtgh  in  his 
weventy-eightti  year,  yet  hu  was  in  nutive  Iiusinew, 
Iind  the  news  of  his  sudden  decoaae  produoo*!  »  »h<tck 
in  the  community  when:  more  than  sixty  years  of  his 
business  life  had  been  spent.  Mr.  Keltb  was  uoied 
and  beloved  for  his  genial  temperament  and  aniiuble 
Jispusition.  Though  his  life  was  a  quiet,  uiidcinou- 
strutlve  one,  yet  it  was  eminently  a  useful  onv.  In 
the  home  circle  it  was  s^d  of  him  that  his  kindly 
nature  carried  always  sunshine  and  iieuce,  and  with 
this  sunny  temperament  whs  united  incorrtiptlblc  in- 
tegrity and  moral  worth.  While  he  wmi  tuinperiilCi 
moral,  strictly  virtuous,  and  rigidly  correct  in  his  own 
ilep<irtm«nt,  yet  his  kindly  heart  was  always  l^nioiit 


judgi 
f«llow-men  were 
iiHturu. 

Kdwin  Keith 


'iiig,  and  his  opinions  of  his 
tinged  with  the  inborn  cliarity  of  his 


man  to  whose  moral  worth  all 
who  know  him  atl<»t,  and  Taniilnii  siisIuiiK-d  a  >*-v>ra 
loss  in  his  death.  His  judgment  vaa  euiiBidervd 
sound,  aud  liis  opiuions  were  always  sinucrely  given 
when  ealled  for,  hence  his  counsel  was  much  auught 
ill  businf^  circles.  He  was  a  succeaBful  man,  and 
one  who  rightfully  earned  success.  Kis  jtortrail, 
which  accompanies  tliis  t>ketch,  will  recall  to  liun- 
dreds  of  his  friends  aud  acquaintances  mumurica  of 
kindly  words  and  generous  KcIa  performed  from  a 
sense  of  duty,  and  with  a  delicacy  characteristic  of 
the  man. 

He  married,  Juno  f>,  1831,  IletHtsy,  daughter  of 
Zebulon  aud  Abigail  tLeimard)  Field,  uf  Taunton. 
and  granddaughter  of  Zebulon  Field,  Sc.  Hhu  was 
born  Jan.  18, 1807.  They  hail  bat  one  child,  a  <l<iugli- 
ter,  Sarah  K.  Roth  Mrs.  Keith  and  the  diui^hier 
reside  at  the  homestead  in  Taunton, 


JOHN    W.  1).  IIAI.L. 

John  W.  II.  Hall  was  lioru  in  Itaynliaui  in  IHI)7. 
Aller  attending  schoitl  liu  served  at  printing  Willi  a 
ciiusin.  Ilarnum  Field,  in  I'rovidence;  was  pulilisher 
of  the  LUeniri/  Suhiillent  of  that  city;  resigiml  the 
command  of  the  rruvideuce  Uiulets  in  IHSTi,  mid  ru- 
inovod  to  Tuunttiii  to  engage  in  business;  an  ulliccr 
of  tlie  Cohannet  RiHe  Coriw,  and  retiring  from  tlie 
command  in  1S41 ;  edibir  of  the  r.iHnlo.,  Whi.j  .t„d 
Republican,  aud  its  publisher  twenty  years,  retiring  iu 
IStil;  uii^ciat«olil<iroftlicaii7^(in<J  Wretl-/  n,uclU, 
Itepublican  p a jters.  several  years;  a  inemher  uf  tlic 
Miissiidiusetts  Legislature  of  lSli:i,-  ITiiilol  .SUtcs 
provost- marshal  of  Heuond  MBHsachusotts  llislrict. 
under  President  Lincoln,  uutil  the  close  of  ilie  war 
ill  18(i5;  resumed  associate  editorial  dutira  ou  the 
Oiattte,  and  was  for  several  years  ila  publisher ;  com- 
piler of  the  'l'iMinl.m  and  Uiiynhani  dcHrciidanta  of 
lieorge  and  Mary  Hall,  und  a  contributor  of  indus- 
trial interests,  etc,  to  tho  "History  ufltrisUil  County" 


(9c^ 


"4C^^ 


THE  COURTS  AND   BAR  OF   BRISTOL  COUNTY. 


887 


CHAPTER  LXX. 

A  SKKTCH  OF  TIIK  COIMn><  AND  «AK  OF  nUIPTOL 

COUNTY.* 

Ox  tlic  12tli  day  of  Jniiiiary,  a.d.  1680,  King  Charles 
JI.  granted  unto  the  inhabitants  of  Plymouth  Colony, 
in  consideration  of  their  loyalty  and  good  conduct 
during  King  Philip's  war,  the  territory  of  Mount 
Hope,  containing  about  seven  thousand  acres. 

The  grant  was  upon  the  condition  that  the  Colony 
should  yield  and  pay  therefor  seven  beaver  skins  to  be 
delivere<l  at  Windsor  Castle  every  year  on  the  feast 
of  8t.  John  the  Baptist,  or  in  default  thereof  fourteen 
marks  to  be  paid  into  the  royal  exchequer. 

On  the  Htli  day  of  September,  of  the  same  year,  the 
colony  sold  this  territory  to  John  Walley,  Nathaniel 
Oliver,  Nathaniel  Byfield,  and  Stephen  Burton,  of 
Boston,  for  the  sum  of  eleven  hundred  pounds.  Mr. 
Baylies,  in  his  '*  History  of  Plymouth  Colony,"  says 
the  \nivo  was  three  hundred  pounds,  but  according  to 
the  de<M|  of  purrhase  the  former  sum  was  the  amount 
paid.  \W  a  vote  of  the  (loncral  Court,  p:issed  on  the 
28th  day  of  the  same  month,  **  three  hundred  pounds 
of  the  prise  of  Mount  Hope"  was  ordered  to  be  dis- 
tribute<l  among  the  several  towns  of  the  colony. 

The  original  purcliaHcrs  imme<liately  forme<l  a  set- 
tlement on  their  lands,  and  on  account  of  their  inti- 
mate relatiotiH  with  Bristol,  in  England,  gave  it  the 
name  of  JJristol.  It  soon  became  one  of  the  most 
flourishing  towns  in  the  colony. 

In  the  yenr  1085  Plymouth  Colony  was  divided  into 
three  counties, — Plymouth,  Barnstable,  and  Bristol ; 
these  names  were  given  to  the  counties  from  their 
several  shire  towns.  At  the  time  of  its  incorporation 
Bristol  County  comprised  not  only  its  present  area, 
but  in  nddition  the  territory  of  the  towns  of  Cum- 
berland, Barrington,  Warren,  Bristol,  Tiverton,  and 
Little  Compton,  now  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island. 

From  the  records  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of 
courts,  and  from  information  from  other  sources,  we 
are  furnished  with  much  that  is  interesting  concern- 
ing the  earlier  judicial  history  of  Bristol  County. 

The  records  from  l(»8r),  the  year  in  which  the 
counly  WMH  incorporated,  to  170'i,  covering  a  period 
of  ncnrly  seventeen  years,  are  wanting.  The  first 
record  of  the  ( '(lurt  of  Cfunmon  Ple:is  is  of  that  term 
which  was  holden  in  Bristol  commencing  on  the  13th 
dnv  of  ()ct^»ber,  1702.  In  this  record  there  are  ref- 
erenres  mnde  to  the  courts  which  were  held  at  an 
earlier  day.  From  this  and  other  reasons  it  is  evi- 
dent ihnt  the  court,**  were  in  successful  operation  soon 
afler  the  incorporaticm  of  the  county. 

The  courts  consisted  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Ju- 
dicature, the  Court  of  the  General  Sessions  of  the 
IVaco,  and  the  Inferior  Court  of  Common  Pleas. 

The  CfMirt  of  the  (»cneral  Sessions  of  the  Peace  had 
cliargo  of  the  prudential  affairs  of  the  county  and  a 

'  Ry  Hon.  John  8.  Ilrnyton. 


general  jurisdiction  in  all  criminal  matters,  the  pun- 
ishment of  which  did  not  extend  to  life,  member,  or 
banishment.  As  an  illustration  of  the  busincs.<i  which 
came  bcf«>rc  this  court,  a  few  of  the  orders  passed  and 
the  sentences  imposed  are  herewith  presented. 

On  the  14th  of  April,  1702,  William  Earle,  of 
Swansea,  being  presented  for  profane  swearing  and 
summoned  to  appear  to  answer  for  the  same,  came 
and  pleaded  the  province  law,  to  wit,  such  offenses 
must  be  proved  against  the  offender  within  thirty 
days  afler  the  offense  is  committed,  was  admonished 
therefore  and  dismissed. 

July  14,  1702.  "Samuel  Waldron,  of  Taunton, 
being  presented  for  not  attending  public  worship  of 
God  on  the  Ix)rd's  day,  appeared  upon  summons  and 
pleaded  that  he  was  of  the  way  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land, but  did  not  go  to  hear  Mr.  Danforth,  but  to  other 
meetings  as  oflen  as  he  could,  was  admonished  for  his 
neglect,  and  dismissed  with  paying  costs  taxed  at  two 
shillings.'^ 

"Samuel  Watfield,  Keeper  of  the  jail  in  Bristol, 
having  served  the  year  past  in  that  office  for  the  sum 
of  five  pounds,  desires  to  have  an  order  pass  tliis  Court 
to  the  County  Treasurer  for  the  receiving  of  the  said 
sum ;  it  was  passed  acccordingly." 

April  13,1703.  "Ordered  that Capt. Samuel  Gallup 
have  and  receive  of  the  County  Treasurer  eight  shil- 
lings for  his  trouble,  expense,  and  pains  in  going  to 
Swansey  to  fetch  the  order  for  the  Thanksgiving,  and 
notifying  the  people  in  Bristol  thereof  the  day  be- 
fore."   Capt.  Gallup  was  then  sheriff  of  the  county. 

April  13,  1713.  "  Frank  Townsend  being  bound  by 
the  way  of  recognizance  to  appear  at  this  Court  upon 
complaint  of  his  wife,  who  complains  that  he  had  lefl 
her,  and  had  taken  another  woman  to  be  his  wife, 
and  he  being  convicted  thereof  by  his  own  confession, 
it  is  ordered  that  he  be  whipt  twenty  lashes  on  his 
bare  back,  well  laid  on,  and  to  stand  committed  till 
sentence  be  performed." 

John  Weaver,  in  court,  "owning  that  he  has  been 
guilty  of  a  breach  of  the  Sabbath  by  husking  corn 
on  the  Lord's  day  ;  ordered  to  pay  a  fine  of  ten  shil- 
lings as  the  law  directs,  and  costs  of  Court" 

In  the  year  1745,  John  liriggs,  Jr.,  of  Berkley, 
petitioned  the  court  that  he  might  be  licensed  to  keep 
a  ferry  at  a  place  called  the  Needles,  on  Taunton 
Great  River,  and  among  other  reasons  stated  "  that  it 
will  be  very  convenient  for  those  jurymen  who  come 
from  the  last  side  of  the  river  to  go  to  Court" 

In  1740,  Col.  Jerathmeel  Bowers,  of  Swansea,  was 
ordered  into  the  king's  service  by  Capt.  Jonathan 
Slade.  Col.  lU)wers,  instead  of  joining  the  troops, 
ran  over  to  Rhode  Island.  He  was  afterwards  brought 
before  Peres  Bradford,  Esq.,  and  entere<l  into  a  recog- 
nizance for  his  appearance  at  the  Court  of  Sessions  to 
answer  for  his  conduct.  Afler  his  arrest,  and  previous 
to  the  session  of  the  court.  Col.  Bowers  presented  to 
Governor  Shirley  a  document  signed  by  Dr.  Win- 
slow,  of  Freetown,  which  stated  that  Bowers  had  had 
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his  collar-boiio  broteii  recently,  oiid  that  it  wu*  not 
properly  Bet,  and  tliiit  lie  wns  thereby  diisabled  nitit 
Tendered  unfit  Tur  niilitury  doty.  Guvenior  Bliirley 
thereupon  issiued  a  warrant  exempting  Iloweni  f^oni 
milltnry  duty.  Capt.  Slode  then  cuuHcd  the  iilHdavita 
of  aevcrul  of  tlie  ricighban  of  Ool.  Bowers  td  be 
'tnkcn,  wlio  ti»tili(.il  iliuL"hoiHi|iiickuf  foot  iind  every 
i?iiy  nblu  lo  perforin  mllUitry  duty,"  Thaso  wore 
preuenttHt  to  the  liovurnor,  who  iBHiiuil  nirrlt  of  «ii/>er- 
utihtu,  revoking  liiu  wiirrunliif  uxum|iliou  iiiid  autliur- 
izea  the  court  U>  proceed  in  tlie  matter. 

Col.  Dowers  U  brouglit  before  the  court.  Is  ndjudgeil 

'   guilty,  and  "  ordered  to  be  impriaonad  for  aix  months 

or  pay  a  fine  of  fifteen  shillings,  to  be  delivered  to  the 

town  of  Swansey  for  the  purchasing  arma,  etc.,  as  the 

law  directs." 

Samuel  Howland,  Esq.,  of  Dristol,  was  appointed 
Icing's  attorney  at  each  term  from  1705  to  1746.  This 
office  is  now  known  us  tbat  of  district  attorney. 

As  early  as  1740  n  diHputc  had  arisen  between  the 
colonicH  of  Miissnchusetts'and  Uhnilc  Istiiiid  renjieet- 
ing  the  eastern  lioundury  of  Rhode  Island.  This  dis- 
pute wns  made  knowo  to  the  King  of  England,  who 
uppoi[ited  eommiasionerii  to  viait  the  spot  and  deter- 
'  mine  where  tlie  boundary  lineshould  run.  Thcsocoin- 
missiuMurs  met,  imd,  after  due  oxaniintitiou,  decided 
tliat  the  line  bliould  be  run  bo  as  to  include  the  present 
town  of  Tiverton,  Little  Compton,  Dristol,  Warren, 
Barringlen,  and  Cumberland  in  Rhode  Island.  From 
this  decision  Massuchusetta  appealed  totheKingin 
Council,  who  confirmed  the  decision  of  Ihe  commis- 
sioners, and  in  May,  1746,  George  II. inCouncil  ordered 
that  Rhode  Island  and  Uassnchusetts  should  appoint 
commissioners  to  run  the  lines  setting  off  the  above- 
named  towns  to  Rhode  Island.  Massachusetts  was 
so  dissatisfied  that  she  sent  no  commissioners  on  her 
part,  but  commissioners  appointed  by  tlte  Qetier&l 
Assembly  of  Uhodc  Island  met  and  ran  the  Hue. 

The  county  seat  having  thus  been  set  off  to  Kbode 
Island,  "  it  was  enacted  by  the  Oovernor,  Council,  and 
House  of  Reprcricntatives,  that  from  and  aflor  the 
13th  day  of  November,  174G,  the  town  of  Taunton 
shallbcand  hereby  is  made  and  established  tlie  county 
or  shire-town  of  the  County  of  Bristol  instead  of  the 
town  ofltristol,  aud  that  all  the  Courts  for  the  Connly 
shall  be  held  in  said  Taunton,  and  that  all  (ho  records 
and  papers  of  the  Conrts  now  in  the  I^iwn  of  ISristol 
shall  be  forthwith  delivered  to  George  Leonard,  l^p, 
Mr.  Thomiui  Foster,  and  Jonathan  Shopard,  ICat).,  or 
to  the  major  part  of  them,  who  shall  cause  thorn  im- 
mediately to  be  conveyed  to  the  said  town  of  Taunton, 
and  there  safely  deposited  under  the  care  of  the  same 
persons  as  heretofore,  or  others,  us  the  said  committee 
aliall  judge  best,  who  shall  serve  in  their  oUicos  with 
full  power,  and  shall  give  the  same  obligations  and 
be  under  the  like  penalties  as  they  or  otlieni  had  or 
were  under  heretofore,  until  this  Court  shall  further 
order,  or  others  shall  be  duly  appointed  in  their 


The  name  act  ni(|Nirud  uU  |iG[suns  living  in  Urislol 
wlio  have  in  their  custody  any  rcccirda  belonging  U) 
the  county  to  dutiver  the  Bniiie  to  the  suid  vuuinillte«, 
njid  the  act  also  authorised  the  slierilT  nf  the  county 
to  remove  all  prisoners  in  hia  iiuyualy'a  jnil  nt  ItristuI 
1(1  Taunton,  and  there  put  thoin  nuder  safe  cnstotly  in 
sumo  pn>ptu' place  until  the  county  sluill  providunjuil. 

There  is  a  trnditlnn  that  the  ]H.ii|do  in  Itristnl  whu 
had  tliu  custody  of  the  court  rcconl*  rcfuMtd  Ui  give 
llioin  up,  and  that  Jamva  Williaimt,  of  Tuuntun,  was 
deputed  to  get  them  by  stratagem.  He  ia  s&id  to  have 
succeeded  in  bis  efforts,  brought  tlie  records  to  'I'liua- 
ten,  and  that  he  was  rewarded  for  this  act  by  being 
appointed  county  register,  an  oftlce  uow  called  regis- 
ter of  deeds,  which  office  he,  his  son,  and  btsgrandaou 
held  successively  for  a  period  of  ninety-five  yeare. 

The  Rev.  George  F.Clark,  of  Norton,  in  liis  re- 
searches among  old  papers  for  materials  for  a  Itistory 
of  that  town,  found  iu  a  house  occupied  for  luuuy 
years  by  the  Leonard  family  papers  giving  un  ttccuuiit 
of  the  removal  of  the  court  records.  Alllioiigh  Ihvru 
ia  no  signature  to  the  documents,  they  are  in  the 
handwriting  of  Judge  George  Leonard,  Oii«  of  the 
persons  named  in  the  act  authorixing  the  transfer  uf 
the  records  from  IlriatJil  to  Tauuloii. 

In  iidililioii  l<i  the  following  docnnieut,  which  wc 
copy  f'er'Wi"!,  there  is  another  paper,  giving  »  aiiui- 
mary  of  their  expenses.  Each  charges  £,b  for  hone 
and  horse  hire;  Leonard  charges  £9  for  himself; 
Foster,  £10  10s.;  Shepard,  £12;  making  th«  whole 
expense  of  removing  the  records,  i:53  4s, 

••  4a  wkhM  a/ Ua  abtffH  o/Iiki  (bHvulM  te  «abi9  U  BriiM,  Bit  •rrfir  •t/' 
Ml  Ormi  ■»■  OtMiat  Omit,  imd  ttoiutbif  (\i  liKBr4i  Jram  BrMtl  l> 
TtMnUM,  KiK-btr.  1740. 


Cull  |>d.  ol  nir.  tlul>liu  )u  T»erii,  b^  Sli<>|»r<I... 
<:hIi  pil.  ■!  Hriilgl  m  pulton  )■•  T.Mru  b/  VmU 
pd.  tl  Da,  tX  vr.  UiHip'i  by  Oft.  L«uaiinL-...p.H. 
pi.  >il  ChiM'i  ya  T»ani  ■»  Hnnuj  by  Ool.  L 
IhL  at  lianloi'i  Ih  Iiu,  by  SIhiwi' 


of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  held 

ill  TatLuton  was  on  the  'Jili  day  of  December,  a.i>. 
1747,  the  Hon.  Selh  Williams,  George  I.«ouurd,  and 
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Stephen  Paine  presiding.  The  Court  of  Sessions, 
wliich  consiRte<l  of  all  tlic  jiisticos  of  the  |)cace,  held 
iU  first  «i«r*sio II  on  the  hhiiic  <hiy,  the  followhij;  jiisticn^ 
hcing  present:  Scth  Williiiins,  Thonins  Terry,  George 
I^conard,  Timothy  Fales,  Samuel  Willis,  Thomas 
Bowers,  Steplien  Paine,  Ephraim  Leonard,  John 
Foster,  Edward  llayward,  Samuel  Ilowland,  Samuel 
Leonard,  John  Ginlfrey,  Stephen  White,  Sylvester 
Ilichmond,  Jr.  Timothy  Falcs  was  appointed  clerk 
of  both  courts  and  was  duly  sworn. 

The  first  object  to  be  accomplished  was  to  prepare 
and  erect  suitable  buildings  for  county  purposes.  It 
was  ordered  by  the  court  "  that  the  school-house  be 
made  as  secure  as  may  be  for  the  safe  custody  of  all 
persons  that  may  be  committed  thereto,  with  the  ut- 
most dispatch,  and  that  Scth  Williams,  the  second, 
shall  take  care  to  secure  the  two  prisoners  now  in 
custody,  and  all  others  that  shall  be  committed  in  the 
mean  time." 

It  was  also  ordcrc«l  "  that  Scth  Williams,  George 
Leonard,  John  Godfrey,  and  Samuel  White,  Ksquircs, 
be  a  committee  to  look  out  a  suitable  place  for  the 
standing  of  a  gaol  and  county-house  in  the  town  of 
Taunton,  and  know  what  the  land  for  erecting  said 
house  on  may  be  purchased  for,  and  make  a  report  of 
their  doings  thereon  at  the  adjournment  of  this  court." 

At  the  Court  of  Sessions  held  on  the  second  Tues- 
day of  January,  a.d.  1747,  this  committee  made  the 
following  report:  "  We  the  subscribers,  appointed  a 
committee  to  look  out  a  suitable  place  for  the  stand- 
ing of  a  gaol  and  county-house  in  the  town  of  Taun- 
ton, have  pursuant  to  the  written  orders  looked  out  a 
suitable  place  as  we  apprehend,  which  is  towards  the 
upper  end  of  the  old  training  field,  a  little  below 
where  they  used  to  dig  graves,  and  is  sixty  foots 
Sfpinre,  which  we  look  upon  to  be  the  most  suitable 
for  setting  a  countj'-house  upon,  provided  the  town's 
proprietors  committee  give  a  legal  conveyance  thereof 
with  a  suitable  and  convenient  way  to  pass  to  and 
from  said  ])lace;  and  also  that  the  most  suitable  place 
for  setting  a  gaol  and  gaol-house  be  on  the  land  of 
Samuel  White  and  Mr.  Simeon  Tisdale,  at  a  place 
near  the  spring  (so  called),  adjoining  the  way  that 
leads  from  said  Tisdale's  to  Mr.  Grossman's  grist-mill, 
provided  the  said  While  and  Tisdale  give  a  legal 
conveyance  thereof." 

The  site  designated  by  this  committee  for  the 
county  house  is  the  front  yard  of  the  present  court- 
house, and  for  the  gaol,  upon  the  land  now  occupied 
by  the  Bristol  County  National  Hank. 

At  the  same  ses.Mion  of  the  court  it  was  "ordered 
that  John  Foster,  Sylvester  Richmond,  Jr.,  and  John 
(JcMlCrey,  Esipiires,  be  a  coininittce  U)  provide  mate- 
rials, and  build  a  County  House  and  gaol,  and  gaol- 
keeper's  house,  with  suitable  despatch.  The  gaol  to 
be  thirty  foot  long  and  fourteen  f(M)t  wide,  two 
story  high  and  frmrtcen  foot  stud,  to  be  studded  with 
sawed  stuff  of  six  inches  thick,  to  be  framed  close  ! 
together,  with  a  chimney  in  the  middle,  suitable  for 


a  jail.  The  house  for  prison-keeper  to  be  seventeen 
feet  wide  and  twenty-three  feet  long,  two  story  high, 
besidfrs  the  entry  between  thegaol  and  dwelling  house, 
and  to  be  fourteen  feet  stud,  with  a  suitable  chimney 
and  cellar." 

At  an  adjourned  session  of  the  court  held  on  the 
twenty-eighth  day  of  the  same  month,  Samuel  White, 
Esq.,  was  appointed  on  the  committee  for  building 
the  jail  instead  of  Sylvester  Richmond,  who  was  ap- 
pointed sheriff.  Mr.  Richmond  lived  in  Dighton,and 
was  the  first  sheriff  appointed  after  the  removal  of 
the  shire  town  to  Taunton. 

On  the  9th  of  June,  1774,  the  court  received  a  sub- 
scription from  the  inhabitantsof  the  town  of  Taunton 
amounting  to  £922.15  for  building  a  court-house. 

The  first  county  tax  of  four  hundred  pounds  was 
ordere<l  by  the  court  on  the  8th  of  September,  1747, 
to  be  levied  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  several  towns. 

Soon  after  the  assessment  of  the  county  tax  in  1747 
work  was  commenced  on  the  first  court-house  erected 
in  Taunton.  The  edifice  stood  directly  in  front  of 
the  present  structure,  and  served  the  purpose  for 
which  it  was  built  for  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century. 
On  the  17th  of  December,  1771,  the  court  ordered 
''that  a  new  court-house  be  built,  to  be  forty-eight 
feet  square  and  twenty-four  feet  post,  and  George 
Ijconard,  Jr.,  Benjamin  Williams,  Robert  Treat 
Paine,  and  Daniel  Leonard,  Esquires,  or  either  two 
of  them,  are  appointed  a  committee  to  proceed  and 
erect  a  court-house,  and  to  dispose  of  the  now  stand- 
ing court-house  by  sale  thereof  or  by  taking  it  down 
and  disposing  of  the  timber."  This  committee  was 
instructed  '*  to  make  application  to  the  selectmen  of 
the  town  of  Taunton  to  call  a  town-meeting  to  see 
whether  the  town  will  grant  twenty  feet  more  of  the 
town's  land  back  of  the  now  court-house  to  the 
county  to  set  the  new  house  on."  The  town  of 
Taunton  in  1772  conveyed  to  the  county  the  land  de- 
sired, and  thereupon  the  committee  sold  the  old 
house,  which  was  removed  across  the  street  and  con- 
verted into  a  dwelling.  This  committee  proceeded 
to  erect  the  second  court-house  upon  the  site  now  oc- 
cupied by  the  present  court-house.  This  house,  like 
its  predecessor,  was  built  of  wood.  The  lower  story 
was  appropriated  to  offices,  and  a  flight  of  long  broad 
stairs  led  from  a  platform  in  front  of  the  court-room 
doors  to  the  level  of  the  street.  In  afler-years  it 
was  pronounced  to  be  too  small  and  inconvenient  to 
accommodate  the  growing  business  of  the  county, 
and  it  was  sold  and  removed  to  the  foot  of  Court 
Street,  where  it  now  stands,  and  is  occupied  by  sev- 
eral tenants,  and  upon  its  site  was  erected  the  present 
brick  edifice,  a  substantial  structure. 

The  first  gaol  which  was  built  was  used  for  that 
purpose  till  1785,  when  it  having  become  so  insecure 
that  a  number  of  the  prisoners  esciiped  therefrom,  the 
court  directed  a  new  jail  to  be  built,  and  the  legisla- 
ture authorized  the  assessing  of  a  county  tax  of 
£1500  to  meet  the  expenses.     The  second  jail  was 


erecteil  upon  the  «fliiie  site  ta  llie  first  jail,  And  co«t 
£621.7.  It  WHS  built  n[  wood  nnd  painteil  red,  and 
U  remumbered  by  mnny  p«»oii»  now  living.  The 
etnue  jail  on  the  uorniir  of  Court  nnd  Washiagton 
Streets  whs  erec-tcl  in  1821.  The  atone  uaeil  in  Its 
GonHtriictioii  were  (|iiiirriud  in  Full  itivor.  TIid  juil 
now  naud  as  audi  in  TnuJiIon  wiu  <!(iin|iletcil  in  IBT^, 
and  cnitt  uno  liiindruci  anil  Eixty  tlioniuiTid  diilliirs. 

We  Jjuw  fima  iivur  l<>r  a.  niiiiiliur  i>r  ymim  lliti  rtx:- 
ordH  or  tlie  uourlH,  wliick  are  ropli:t«  with  ititun^iit 
iind  iiistruution,  stopping  oiily  la  giv«  u  dcscriptiuu 
of  the  t^hief  juBticoH,  uh  draivn  by  John  Adams  wlii-ii 
on  a  profesHLonal  viait  to  Taunton  on  tlie  8tli  day  of 
Junf,  1703:  "Went  tn  Taunton  Court,  the  land  of 
Leonnrda,  three  jiidgox  of  tlie  Common  I'Icns  of  that 
name,  each  of  whom  bus  b  Bon  who  wan  bred  ut  col- 
lege. The  Hon.  George  Ijeonard,  the  lirai  Justice, 
«eema  to  me  arbitrary.  He  uomniilled  two  old  gentle- 
men who  were  nearly  eight;  ytnn  old  Ui  the  i-iutody 
of  an  ofHcer  only  for  speaking  loud,  when  tliey  were 
both  deaf  and  not  consciuiia  that  lliey  did  apeak.  A 
check,  a  reproof,  an  admonition  would  have  been 
enough." 

"  lie  was  unwilling  that  the  setuions  should  adjourn 
for  an  hour  to  tuko  the  verilitt  of  the  jury  in  u  Irinl 
upon  a  presentment  for  a  riot,  but  would  have  that 
jury  kept  together  all  night,  till  the  court  iihuuld  aet 
again  the  next  morning.  No  other  court  in  the  prov- 
ince, Buporior  and  inferior,  would  have  thought  of 
keeping  the  jury  up.    Uc  broke  in  nioitt  abruptly 


upon  Dob  Paint 


'  He  did  not  think  it  waa  right  to 


n  out  against  the  king's  witneaiKjij;  for  liis  part  he 
did  not  like  to  heur  it  tliTca  or  four  timeti  ovor.' 
Tliua  the  linughty  tyrant  ruicit  the  county." 

In  March,  1773,  a  cnu>ut  wii^t  irieti  wherdti  Neiie- 
miidi  hiHconio,  of  Taunton,  sued  Jenithmcul  lloweni, 
of  Swanaey,  in  a  plea  of  trospaaa,  "  that  whureaa,  on 
the  nth  day  of  March  lant  pout,  at  Tuuntou,  a  certain 
diticoune  was  had  between  the  siaid  Neheminh  and 
Jerathmecl  concerning  the  election  of  the  perwin  who 
should  be  chosen  to  ropreHcnt  the  town  of  Taunlou 
at  the  next  election,"  Boweni  promised  that  if  Lia- 
come  was  elected  representative  he  would  give  him 
one  hundred  gallons  of  Jaiuaica  rum,  and  if  Li:^- 
conio  was  not  elected  he  was  to  give  llowent  fifty  dol- 
lars. Liacomc  was  clcctml  and  dcinaMded  the  rum  of 
Itowcrs,  who  rcfuaed  to  pay,  and  this  unit  was  liroiiglit 
to  recover  the  same  or  the  value  thereof  in  money. 
The  jury  returned  a  verdict  for  the  defuudnnt, 

Ujion  the  breaking  out  of  the  Revolution  the  colo- 
nial courts  were  dissolved,  and  more  than  n  year 
olapHcd  before  iho  courts  were  reorganized.  This 
want  of  courts  of  juxiicu  was  in  aome  places  supplied 
by  the  establishment  of  local  tribunals.  As  an  illuu- 
tration,  at  a  (own  meeting  held  iu  Attlcborough  it 
was  voted  to  have  a  Superior  and  Inferior  Court  iu 
that  towu,  and  four  men  were  chosen  to  serve  m 
superior  judges,  and  seven  as  judges  of  the  Inferior 
Court. 


was  a  large  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  tlie 
American  Colonies  who  did  not  es{H>use  the  j>opulur 
uiu«u  in  tlie  war  of  the  Revolution,  but  adhered  to 
the  crown.  They  were  called  Loyalists  or  Turiea. 
Some  of  these  peiwins  remained  nlnioot  neutral,  and 
looktsil  u)K>u  tliu  changing  fort^iuc*  of  their  cnniilry 
with  thu  coldnuw  of  a  sliili!,  while  otiiers  IchiI:  n|> 
arniM  in  Hup|iort  of  I  he  king,  and  ondniivorcil  by  uvi-ry 
arliliM!  and  strj.l'.^'vm  lo  di'f.-al  ihc  plans  of  the  r<do- 
nislA.  i>n  thu  l:;[h  day  oritlnrcli,  177ii,  u  Inrgv  num- 
ber of  these  persons  with  force  and  arms  preven(«il 
the  court  fWim  mooting  at  the  court-house  in  Tauii- 
ttiu,  and  other  i)uartera  had  to  be  provided  in  which 
to  hold  the  scwiou  of  the  oiurt, 

During  thu  llevoluiioudry  war  the  courts  were  busy 
iu  thu  eiaininnliou  uf  persons  who  were  in  any  way 
disposed  to  favor  the  side  of  the  mother-country.  If 
any  one  was  supposed  to  he  an  enemy,  he  was  brought 
before  a  Comniittce  of  Correspondence  and  Safety 
which  was  in  every  town. 

The  committee  would  send  tlic  suspected  pcrsouK  to 
tlie  Court  of  Seasiona,  where  tlicy  would  be  ordered  to 
enter  into  a  recogniiuince  in  the  sum  of  two  hundred 
[louuds,  not  to  join  the  enemy  or  render  any  uwist- 

In  1777,  Jerathmcel  ltoweis,of  whom  we  havuhen^ 
tofore  sjiokcn,  and  who  was  at  this  time  one  of  the 
justices  of  the  Court  ofBessiouH,  was  convicteil  before 
tlie  Cumniittee  of  Correspondence  and  Biifcty,  "  for 
nndervaluing  the  paimrcurrcncy  of  the  United  Slatoa 
and  refusing  to  lake  the  same,  and  for  saying  that  he 
had  rather  give  one  tliouaund  dollan  tlian  to  have 
any  Holdlers  raised  in  SwanMA.  Ue  waa  orilerad  to 
be  coujmilled  to  the  gaol  und  there  remain  till  be  was 
discharged  by  the  order  of  thu  State;  ut  the  next 
turm  of  the  Court  of  yessions  he  was  urdDrul  to  lie 
discharged  on  his  own  recogniutnce. 

Col.  Ilowcm  was  olociod  a  representative  frvui 
Swansea  to  the  General  Court  iu  17S3.  The  aelevl- 
nien  of  Rchobnth  and  sundry  inhnbitiuila  uf  Swansea 
petitioned  that  be  might  lie  excluded  from  a  auat,  on 
tbe  ground  that  "  he  had  not  shown  hiinsolf  friendly 
in  the  late  struggle  with  Oreat  Britain,"  and  also  that 
he  wa»  dltupialiliud  by  vtrluo  of  a  nxolve  of  it  former 
(.Icncriil  UlourL  'I'hts  petition  was  referreil  to  a  »iin- 
iidttcu  of  the  houHu  which  siilMcipionLly  rujairliMl  that 
"  by  a  re»olvc  of  ilie  Uencral  Court  iwsiMjd  April  7, 
1777,  the  said  Jerathmecl  Ituwcrs  was  disqualified 
from  holding  any  post  of  honor  or  profit  in  the  ciim- 
nionwcallh,  which  retsolve  iu  the  opinion  of  tbe  coin- 
uiilloe  was  still  in  force,  and  that  Mr.  Itowtm  was 
Ibureroru  iliHiiualilicd  from  holding  a  seat"  This  re- 
port was  accepted  by  the  House  and  Dowers  quitted 
his  seat  accordingly. 

In  the  year  1786,  during  the  Bhays  rebellion,  the 
courts  ill  this  county  were  again  interrupted.  A 
large  uniubor  of  persons  armed  with  clubs  and  sionisi 
aDseinblcd  at  Tuuntou,  intending  to  prevent  Uie  C-ourt 
of  Comtuou  Pleas  from  doing  any  business.     At  tliis 
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time  Gen.  David  Cobb,  of  Taunton,  wa.^  one  of  the 
justices  of  the  Court  of  Coiunion  Pleiw.  Gen.  Cohh 
IijkI  been  an  aid  to  (Son.  Witsliin;;U>n,  and  was  then 
major-j^cnoral  of  militia  of  the  OhI  Odony.  ])nring 
the  riot  Gen.  Cobb  made  his  way  through  an  angry 
mob  to  the  court-liouKe,  uttering  the  memorable 
words,  "  I  will  either  sit  as  a  judge  or  die  as  a  gen- 
eral." ThiH  bold  and  determined  attitude  of  Gen. 
Cobb  carried  dismay  and  fear  to  the  rioters,  they  im- 
diately  dispersed,  and  the  court  proceeded  with  its 
business  without  further  molestation.  Gen.  Cobb 
afterwards  became  the  chief  justice  of  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas  in  Maine. 

In  the  colonial  days,  and  in  the  earlier  days  of  the 
republic,  Samuel  White,  Robert  Treat  Paine,  Daniel 
liConard,  8eth  Hradford,  Nichohts  Tillinghast,  Daniel 
L.  Harnes  and  others,  who  were  residents  of  the 
county,  with  James  Otis^  Timothy  Ruggles  and  other 
distinguished  lawyers  now  residents,  were  members 
of  the  Hristol  bar  and  practiced  in  the  courts  at 
Taunton. 

iSamuel  White  was  appointed  king's  attorney  in 
1747,  and  at  every  term  of  the  court  thereafter  till 
his  death  in  1769.  He  was  an  eminent  lawyer,  and 
**  famed  for  his  accuracy  in  making  writs."  He  was 
8|»oaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  during  the 
period  of  the  stamp  act,  and  as  presiding  ofHcer  of 
the  House  he  signed  the  circular  which  called  to- 
gether the  first  Congress  that  assembled  in  New  York 
in  17Gr». 

Robert  Treat  Paine  settled  in  Taunton  in  1761,  and 
continued  to  reside  there  for  nineteen  years.  He  was 
one  of  the  ablest  lawyers  of  his  day,  and  his  practice 
was  probably  not  exceeded  by  that  of  any  attorney 
in  the  SUiU\  In  1770,  the  prosecution  of  Capt.  Pres- 
ton and  others  "for  the  Ik)ston  massacre  was  con- 
ducted by  him  with  marked  ability,  and  he  won  a 
wide  reputation.  As  a  signer  of  the  Declaration  of 
Independence  he  rendered  his  name  immortal.  In 
1779  he  was  a  member  of  the  State  Constitutional 
Convention,  and  one  of  the  committee  which  pre- 
pared the  draft  of  the  Constitution.  In  1780,  upon 
the  acceptance  of  the  constitution,  he  was  made  the 
first  att<»rney-general  of  the  State,  which  oflice  he  re- 
tained for  ten  years,  when  he  was  appointed  one  of 
the  justices  of  the  Superior  Court.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  court  for  fourteen  years  when  he  resigned. 

Upon  the  death  of  Samuel  White  the  court  ap- 
pointed Daniel  Leonard  king's  attorney.  Mr.  John 
Adnins,  his  cniitcniporary,  has  irivcn  us  a  graphic  de- 
sfiipdiMi  of  Mr.  li<'<)ii:iid.  Mr.  Adams  says,  "lie 
was  a  scholar,  a  lawyer,  and  an  orator,  according  t^ 
the  slandard  of  (hose  <lays.  As  a  inciiiher  of  the 
lloiis(>  of  Representatives,  even  down  to  the  year 
1770,  he  made  the  most  ardent  speeches  in  that  House 
against  Great  Britain,  and  in  favor  of  the  colonies. 
His  popularity  became  alarming.  He  married  a 
daughter  of  Mr.  Hammock,  who  had  left  a  portion, 
as  it  was  thought  in  that  day.     He  wore  a  broad  gold 


lace  around  the  rim  of  his  hat.  He  had  made  his 
cloak  glitter  with  laee8  still  broader.  He  liad  set  up 
his  chariot  and  constantly  traveled  in  it  from  Taun- 
ton to  Boston.  Not  another  lawyer  in  the  province, 
qf  whatever  age,  reputation,  or  station,  presumed  to 
ride  in  a  coach  or  chariot." 

Robert  Treat  Paine  and  Daniel  Leonard  were  col- 
leagues as  representatives  from  Taunton,  and  on  one 
occasion,  as  they  were  going  to  Boston  together  to  at- 
tend to  their  legislative  duties,  when  approaching  the 
summer  residence  of  Governor  Hutchinson,  in  Milton, 
Mr.  Leonard  remarked  to  Mr.  Paine  that  he  was  de- 
sirous of  calling  on  the  Governor,  and  requested  Paine 
to  accompany  him.  Paine  declined  the  invitation  and 
added,  ''If  you  stop  I  shall  proceed  to  Boston  with- 
out you."  And  there  they  parted  company.  Of  what 
was  said  and  done  at  this  interview  between  Governor 
Hutchinson  and  Mr.  Leonard  history  is  silent,  but  from 
that  hour  Mr.  Leonard  ceased  to  support  the  American 
cause  and  became  a  bitter  Tory.  He  commenced  a  se- 
ries of  articles,  which  were  published  in  the  Massa- 
chmetU  GazetU  and  Ibst-Boy,  These  articles  attracted 
much  attention,  and  were  afterwards  answered  by 
John  Adams. 

Mr.  Leonard  lived  in  the  dwelling-house  which  ad- 
joins the  court-house  on  the  east.  A  mob  attacked 
his  house,  and  a  musket-ball  was  fired  through  the 
window  into  a  room  in  which  Mr.  Leonard  was  seri- 
ously ill.  He  fled  to  Boston,  and  in  1776  he  accom- 
panied the  British  army  to  Halifax,  and  was  prohib- 
ited from  returning  to  the  State,  by  the  statute  of  1778, 
under  the  penalty  of  death.  He  was  appointed  by 
the  British  government  chief  justice  of  the  Bermuda 
Islands,  and  died  in  London  in  1829,  aged  eighty-nine 
years. 

Samuel  Fales,  of  Taunton,  was  the  second  clerk  of 
the  courts ;  afterwards  he  became  chief  justice  of  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas ;  he  was  subsequently  an  ex- 
ecutive councilor  of  the  commonwealth.  His  eldest 
son,  Nathaniel,  succeeded  him  as  clerk  of  the  courts 
in  1804. 

James  Sproat,  8r.,  followed  Mr.  Fales  in  the  clerk's 
ofTice.  "  Mr.  Sproat  was  a  man  of  ready  wit.  While 
at  the  bar  Daniel  L.  Barnes,  Esq.,  was  at  one  time 
addressing  the  jury,  he  had  occasion  to  quote  the  fol- 
lowing passage  from  Scripture,  the  address  of  Satan 
to  the  Lord,  *  Skin  for  skin,  yea  all  that  a  man  hath 
will  he  give  for  his  life,'  adding,  in  his  ignorance  of 
authorities^  *  saith  our  Saviour.*  Sproat  in  an  instant 
was  on  his  feet,  and  turning  to  the  court  said,  *  lie 
may  be  Brother  Bariie>»'  Saviour,  but  he  is  not  mine.*  " 

.lames  Sproat,  Jr.,  succeeded  his  venerable  father, 
and  performed  the  duties  of  clerk  of  the  ccMirt  till 
June,  185(5,  when  he  resigned,  and  his  brother,  Wil- 
liam A.  F.  Sproat,  was  appointed  by  the  court. 

Mr.  William  A.  F.  Sproat  continued  as  clerk  till 
January,  18/)7,  when  the  oflice,  by  an  amendment  to 
the  constitution,  became  elective.  John  S.  Brayton, 
of  Fall  River,  who  was  elected  at  the  November  elec- 


tion  in  1656  clerk  oT  Ltie  Coarls,  essumed  the  duties 
of  [tint  office  on  Ilie  firsl  Weclnosday  of  Januaiy. 
1867.  Mr.  Drayton  wua  re-elected  in  the  nutuiiin  of 
ISUl.  find  resigned  Jiiniiary  fi,  1864.  lie  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Simeon  Borden,  Eaq.,  of  Fall  River,  who 
lin«  licid  the  office  by  successive  electiona  till  tlie 
praicnt  time,  and  liiis  proved  hiinviuir  to  be  un  clli- 
cieiit,  able,  and  nccomplislied  ollicer. 

For  eiglitytwo  years  alt  tbe  coiirln  iif  tliia  ciinnly 
were  held  In  Taunton.  The  I.egislalurv  of  1828  uu- 
thorized  the  holding  of  one  term  of  the  Supreme  Ju- 
dical Conrt  and  two  terms  of  the  Court  of  Comiiicin 
Pleas  annually  in  New  ISedford.  In  June,  1828,  Ibo 
first  term  of  the  Court  (if  Common  Pleas  wbb  held  in 
Kew  Bedford,  in  wbnt  was  then  the  town  hall,  now 
the  District  Court  room.  The  pi'esent  court-hnntw 
and  other  county  buildings  in  New  Ifeilford  were 
subsequently  erected.  The  last  term  of  the  Court  of 
Common  I'Icas  for  Ilristol  County  was  holden  in  New 
Bedford,  the  term  ending  on  the  27th  diky  of  June, 
1859.  Regular  sesaions  of  that  court  had  been  held 
either  at  Taunton  or  New  Bedford,  with  the  exuep- 
tion  of  the  interregnum  heretofore  alluded  to,  for  one 
hundred  and  thirteen  years.  From  the  time  of  its 
organizulion  to  the  year  1810,  tbe  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  was  strictly  a  County  Court,  Its  justices,  three  in 
number,  being  residents  of  the  county.  All  the  jus- 
tices were  present  at  its  aessions  and  participated  in 
the  bufsinesa  of  tbe  court.  In  1810  the  SUte  was 
divided  into  circuits,  the  Southern  circuit  being  com- 
posed of  the  counties  of  Norfolk,  Plymouth,  Uaru- 
Btable,  Bristol,  Dukes,  and  Nuatucket.  In  1 821  the 
courts  were  again  rcorganixeU  and  the  Court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas  became  a  State  Court,  like  the  Supreme 
Judicial  Court.  On  the  1st  diiy  of  July,  1851),  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  was  abolislicd,  and  was  suc- 
ceeded by  the  Superior  Court. 

The  Bristol  bar,  as  we  have  seen,  during  the  colo- 
niitl  eriL  and  the  earlier  days  of  the  republic,  had 
among  its  members  distinguished  men,  who  stiunped 
tlieir  characters  upon  the  times  in  which  they  lived, 
and  who  gave  to  the  bar  a  reputation  for  ability,  in- 
telligence, and  statesmanship  second  to  none  in  the 
commonwealth.  The  reputation  thus  early  CHtiib- 
]ished  has  been  maintained  to  tins  day.  During  the 
present  century  the  Bristol  bar  has  furnished  to  the 
BeveriLl  courts  of  tbe  commonwealth  judges,  who  oa 
jurists  have  become  noted  for  their  broad,  gcueml 
knowledge  of  jurisprudence  and  for  their  souud 
judgment  and  legal  acumen. 

Samuel  8.  Wilde,  of  Taunton,  whs  an  honored 
member  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  (!!nuri  for  tliirty-fivo 
years,  the  longest  term  of  service  of  any  judge  in  the 
State;  and  for  twenty  years  tliero  sat  by  his  side 
Marcus  Morton,  another  member  of  this  bur.  Theiie 
two  jurists,  with  their  associates,  Shaw  and  I'utman, 
gave  weight  and  character  to  iho  decisions  of  our 
Supreme  Judicial  Court,  and  iU  decisions  have  been 
adopted  as  the  common  law  of  our  country  and  are 


quoted   as   authority   in    tlie  courts  of  WeatmiudtM" 
Hall. 

Judge  Merrick,  who  was  a  justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court  fur  eleven   years,  voninionecd  the   [inictiee  uf 
his  profession   in  this   county.     H«   first   acttled  la     ■ 
Bwansea,  niid  afterwards  removed  to  Taunton.  fl 

Ami  now  Marcus  Morion,  the  junior  of  that  namo>   ■ 
Ixini  and  bred  in  thia  county,  lills  with  disIingniHlii'd     ^ 
nliility  thu  seal  u|Hin   that  bench  whiuh  bus  Wen 
graced  by  a  Parsiins  and  ii  tJlmw. 

John  Mason  Williams,  u  native  of  New  Iktirord, 
an  honored  memWr  of  this  bar,  was  upon  Uie 
bench  of  the  Court  of  Cojumon  Picas  twenty-four 
years,  five  years  of  which  be  wua  chiuf  juntica. 
Charles  H.  Warren.  Harrison  Gray  Otis  <i)lbv  Mwb 
have  won  here  enviable  reputations,  ami,  hnviiig 
nnccplnbly  filled  the  otiice  of  district  atturnuy,  were 
promoted  to  seats  upon  the  Bume  bench. 

The  present  chief  justice  of  tlie  Supreme  Court, 
Lincoln  Flagg  Brigham,  for  six  yeam  discharged 
with  eminent  ability  the  duties  of  proseeutlng  ullieer 
of  this  district,  and  was,  upon  the  orgAuiaition  of  the 
court,  appointed  one  of  its  associate  justicea,  and  in 
18G9  commissioned  chief  justice.  Thu  lutu  Emm 
Wilkinson,  of  Dedham,  upon  his  admission  to  Ibo 
bar,  settled  in  Seekonk,  and  afterwards  rciiioveil  tu 
Assonet.  Ue  subsequently  became  a  reaitlcDt  of 
Dedham,  was  for  many  years  dlitrict  attorney  uf  bin 
district,  and  when  tlie  Superior  Court  waa  estublisbed 
be  was  appointed  a  judge,  and  remaincil  on  the  beudi 
till  hi.'t  death,  in  1882. 

Chester  I.  Reed,  of  Taunton,  who  was  cut  off  by 
death  in  tlie  midst  of  his  usefulness,  woa  Uiken  frun  fl 
the  oflicc  of  attorney-general  and  placed  upou  the 
bench  of  the  Sujicrior  Court.  One  of  the  present 
ein  incut  judges  of  that  court  is  the  Hon.  Robert  Car- 
ter Pitman,  who  was  in  full  practice  at  the  IJriatul  bar 
when  apjHiinted  to  the  bench. 

Besides  the  two  attorney -generals  of  whom  we  have 
sgtoken  in  another  connoetion,  the  llristui  bnr  has 
furnished  that  oltice  with  one  wlio,  by  bis  marked 
ability  and  great  forensic  powers,  has  given  even  to 
tbo  bar  of  Mossnchuseltsa  broader  and  more  enviable 
reputation,  the  taU'  1  Ion.  John  llcury  Ulilliiril,  uf  New 
IJetlford. 

Ueurge  Marstou,  of  New  Bedford,  was  for  eigbtoeu 
years  tlie  prosecuting  ollicer  of  the  Bouthurn  Dialriet. 
and  was  then  elected  attorney-general  of  tlie  coiumou- 
wealth.  He  held  that  oflice  for  four  years,  and  it  is 
sutlicieut  to  say  he  maintained  its  high  reputation  for 
ability,  learning,  and  character. 

The  ollice  of  attorney -gen  end  was  re-eatahlislic<l  in 
1  S-J'J,  und  it  is  a  fuel  tu  he  named  with  honuit  pride 
that  for  liftcen  of  thu  thirty-four  years,  which  have 
since  elapsed,  the  attorney -general  bus  been  »  mem- 
ber of  the  Bristol  bar. 

In  the  national  councils  this  bar  has  been  ably 
represented  by  William  Baylies,  for  many  years  ils 
aeLuowledged  leader;  by  his  brother,  Franda  Baylies, 
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the  niUlior  of  tlie  "History  of  riyinouth  Colony," 
and  who  was  at  one  time  the  United  States  minister 
to  Hrnzil ;  hy  I^eniuel  Williams,  of  New  Bedford,  and 
Henry  Williams,  of  Taunton;  by  Laban  Wheaton, 
of  Norton ;  and  by  Thomas  J)awes  Eliot,  of  New 
Bedford.  Mr.  Eliot  was  in  Congress  thirteen  years, 
and  has  left  liis  impress  U|>on  the  legislation  of  his 
country. 

Willinm  Wallace  Crapo,  also  of  New  Bedford,  has 
just  closed  a  successful  career  of  eight  years  in  Con- 
gress, and  has  made  for  himself  a  national  reputation. 

Mr.  Cfcorge  T.  Davis,  recently  deceased,  and  Mr. 
Knssofi,  of  Iowa,  formerly  belonged  to  this  bar,  and 
have  each  been  members  of  Congress,  Mr.  Kasson 
from  the  Stnte  of  his  adoption,  ami  Mr.  Davis  from 
one  of  the  districts  in  this  State. 

Two  chief  miigistnites  of  the  commonwealth,  Ciov- 
crnors  Morton  and  Ciiflbrd,  as  has  been  previously 
stated,  were  members  of  this  bar,  and  David  Cobb,  of 
Taunton,  who  wns  Lieutenant-Governor  in  1801),  was 
for  a  time  a  jtidge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas. 

If  we  had  the  space  and  time  we  would  speak  more 
fully  of  Professor  Theophilus  Parsons,  who  practiced 
at  Taunton  ;  of  Timothy  G.  CofTin,  who  obtained  the 
foremost  rank  in  his  profession  as  a  nisi prinn  lawyer; 
of  that  able  advocate,  Nathaniel  Morton  ;  of  the  two 
Hathaways,  EInathan  B.  and  Joseph  ;  of  the  two 
Cushmans,  A  polios  and  Hercules;  of  the  genial 
Stone,  the  judge  of  the  Court  of  Insolvency  ;  of 
(yharles  J.  Jlolmes,  A.  Hassett;  of  Messrs.  Battel le, 
Williams,  Lapham,  Boomer,  Pratt,  Hncon,  and  others, 
who  have  sustained  the  honor  and  added  lustre  to  the 
Bristol  County  bnr. 

Governor  Emory  Washburn  enunciated  an  axiom 
when  he  said  "that  a  free  people,  for  an  impartial 
administration  of  justice,  and  the  security  of  personal 
rights,  depend  upon  the  labors  of  an  honorable,  en- 
lightened, and  independent  bar."  The  bar  of  Bristol 
County  is,  to-day,  what  it  has  been  in  the  past,  hon- 
orable, enlightened,  and  independent. 

By  the  statute  approved  March  19, 1877,  the  justices 
of  the  Superior  Court  were  authorized  to  adjourn  any 
of  the  established  terms  of  that  court  from  Taunton 
and  New  Be<lfonl  to  Fall  River.  The  county  com- 
missioners thereupon  made  arrangements  to  have  the 
large  and  eligible  hall  in  the  Borden  Block,  in  Fall 
River,  which  block  had  just  been  erected  and  fitted 
up  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Superior  Court. 
This  hall  and  the  adjoining  rooms  are  now  used  for 
th:it  p!ir|»()sc,  and  in  their  appointments  and  con- 
venience arc  not  surpassed  by  any  court-house  in  the 
c<)nnn<)nw(*al(h. 

The  first  session  of  the  Superior  Court  convened  in 
Fall  Uivcr  was  held  in  the  afternoon  of  the  27th  day 
of  .Tune,  1877,  the  Hon.  P.  Emory  Aldrich  presiding. 
The  session  of  that  day  was  devoted  to  the  dedication 
of  the  hall.  Addresses  were  made  by  several  gentle- 
men of  the  bar,  and  were  responded  to  by  the  pre- 
siding judge. 


We  bring  this  article  upon  the  history  of  the  courts 
of  Bristol  County  to  a  conclusion  by  quoting  the 
closing  portion  of  the  historical  address  delivered  on 
the  occasion  of  the  dedication  of  the  hall  in  Fall 
River: 

"  How  fitting  and  proper  it  is  that  we  should  be 
here  and  for  the  purposes  of  this  day.  The  land 
upon  which  this  stately  edifice  stands  was  once  the 
property  of  Col.  Benjamin  Church,  the  famous  war- 
rior and  conqueror  of  King  Philip,  and  who  during 
the  administration  of  Governor  Andros  was  one  of 
the  judges  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  this 
county.  As  we  look  out  of  these  windows  to-day  we 
can  behold  the  scene  of  his  brilliant  exploits,  the 
place  where  by  his  strategy  and  prowess  the  blow 
was  given  which  put  an  end  to  that  bloodiest  of 
bloody  wars,  and  finally  resulted  in  tlie  downfall  of  a 
great  Indian  empire. 

"  It  was  here  that  that  Spartan  band,  under  the 
lead  of  Col.  Joseph  Durfee,  the  son  of  Hon.  Thomas 
Durfee,  who  was  a  judge  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas,  on  that  ever  memorable  Sunday  morning  re- 
pulsed the  British  in  their  cowardly  attack  upon  the 
then  little  hamlet.  Upon  this  spot  the  first  blood 
was  slied  by  the  English  in  this  county  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary war.  Once  a  part  of  the  broad  acres  of  a 
judge,  defended  with  heroic  valor  by  the  son  of 
another  judge,  the  present  clerk  of  the  courts  and  his 
kinsmen,  the  worthy  children  of  an  honored  sire, 
have  erected  this  edifice,  whose  halls  we  this  day 
dedicate  to  justice  and  to  truth." 


CHAPTER   LXXL 

1I0M(E0PATHY  IN  BRISTOL  COUNTY  AND  ITS  PRAC- 
TITIONERS.* 

Thk  very  terms  of  living  fifty  years  ago  were  so 
different  from  those  of  the  present  that  comparison 
between  them  is  impossible,  mainly  because  of  the 
multiplicity  of  the  causes  which  have  led  to  these 
changes,  each  having  its  due  weight  and  influence. 
Hence  this  article  can  only  indicate  the  rise,  progress, 
and  influence  of  one  part  of  the  therapeutic  art. 

Fifty  years  ago  civilization,  the  civilization  of  merely 
living,  was  very  diflerent  from  what  it  is  to-day.  A 
large  part  of  the  life  was  not  so  completely  shut  out 
from  the  clear  air  of  heaven.  Wood  was  the  common 
fuel,  and  the  generous  fireplaces  formed  ventilators 
which  carried  off  through  their  roaring  throats  every 
form  of  impurity,  not  permitting  it  to  linger  long 
enough  to  attack  the  inhabitants.  Hence  the  condi- 
tions of  disease  also  were  entirely  different,  for  there 
is  no  more  powerful  disinfectant  known  than  the 
oxygen  of  the  atmosphere,  when  it  can  reach  the 
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tbreatening  nocua  in  aufRcieiitqiiaiUily.  Tlie  "flUli" 
wliidi  now  friijlitciia  uh,  anil  wliicli  tnily  neeniii  the 
home  of  nil  diBoaee,  which  is  truly  the  ally  of  every 
kuown  <li!ieBtie-|iro<lucer,  nncl  wliieli  we  are  now  fight- 
ing with  ull  thu  epieri;y  of  s  known  txiuniy,  wiw  not 
tutih  a  ilitieaao-caiise  witli  them,  liecuuse  of  ilfl  (iiilck 
difl'iiaioii  and  miiiiiiikiiig  by  the  very  unsc  with  which 
oxyi^mi  got  aci'^aa  Uj  it.  Wiioti,  liowcvcr,  tho  witi}^ 
of  Uie  wiiiil  Uiiru  Uio  iiivailiiiK  u)iiilviiiiu  from  olliur 
Innilii  Hiitt  otlior  jihiucH,  tlio  ]iuo)>lo  Ti,'!!  huluru  It,  lut 
mudi  from  fright,  perhnpa,  ■»  from  tlio  diiJcaMO  ItBolf. 
In  the  last  vieitatioii  of  cholera,  truly  ft-jglit  killeit  as 
many  as  filth.  The  fright  of  the  people  was  not  so 
much  dread  of  the  disease  itself,  as  a  lack  of  conH- 
dence  iu  the  power  to  oppoee  it. 

Moreover,  if  I  may  use  llie  phrase,  there  was  nt 
this  time  a  great  cotimetien  in  theucienueof  uieiliuine, 
from  which  it  was  juut  beginning  to  emerge.  This 
coaracneas  was  most  [luticesble  in  the  two  brHnchus  of 
diagnosis  and  therapcutiis.  In  the  liirgor  dtiea,  ami 
amoug  those  who  had  fuuilitioH  of  intert-ourae  with 
otlier,  anil  ettpecially  with  foreign,  physicians,  this 
cuurxeness  was  fuHt  giving  away  to  physiological 
meilidne,  diagnosis  was  becoming  far  more  accumie, 
discuses  which  had  alwaya  been  classed  as  one  were 
being  separated,  and  in  proportion  as  delicacy  and 
accuracy  of  diagnosis  existed,  so  poly[ihiirmauy  began 
to  give  way  to  a  more  sciuntiiic  thcniiioutics, — thai  is 
to  say,  an  effort  itws  made  by  which  the  new  ohser- 
TBtioiisand  facts  in  physiology  should  be  thrown  into 
&  theoretical  form,  and  on  that  theory  a  new  thera- 
peutica  be  constructed,  Ihit  fora  long  time  the  teach- 
ing remained  the  same,  and  the  close  of  the  reiuodtul 
Btalemcn tof  every  scriousdiseiiae remained  the  aniiio, — 
"  mercury,  in  some  of  its  forms,  is  onr  sheet-unchor  In 
this  disease."  The  light  of  schools  and  colleges  nas 
being  rapidly  difl'used,  but  the  physicians  of  a  pre- 
ceding generation,  then  iu  active  practice,  could  nut 
see  or  eonipruhciid  this  light.  A  physician  of  this 
does,  whoso  death  occurred  a  few  ycitrs  since,  Wits  iiO' 
CUstome<l  to  maintain  that  the  only  proper  treatment 
for  phtliisis  was  copious  and  repeated  venesections. 

Under  tbise  circumstancea  hom(uoi>athy  was  intro- 
duced to  the  notice  of  the  professitm  and  the  |ieople. 
ItB  remedies,  so  markedly  diverse  in  form  and  ap- 
pearance from  those  in  vogue,  so  minute  lu  almost  to 
claim  the  power  of  magic,  and  withal  so  cM'ectual  aa 
to  defy  disproof,  at  once  gave  rise  to  serious  quentions 
in  the  minds  of  both  the  profession  and  the  laity. 
These  c|uestioua  presented  themselves  as  JL  regards 
the  self-limilation  of  disease,  the  ncedlessncss  of  the 
huge  doses,  the  actual  injuries  inHicttsd  by  the  action 
of  remedies  pushed  to  their  pathological  results,  the 
value  of  diet  in  disease,  and  the  removal  of  the  canaua 
of  disease.  In  proportion  as  the  refinement  of  phys- 
iological medicine  had  not  reached  the  moss  of  tlie 
people  and  the  iirofession,  sn  did  the  wuiulerful  rc- 
tinement  of  honui^oputhy  strike  lliciu  the  more  forci- 
bly.   The  sufferers  from  the  coarseness  of  the  one  flew 


with  extreitio  hope  to  the  subtilly  of  tlie  btlicr.  11i« 
liiug-silflering  infant  world  was  the  llrst  Iu  ex)>nricncc 
the  bcnefll  of  tbo  change,  and  the  limitation  put  to 
their  diseaeue  uud  death  was  the  niunt  innrkcd  and 
wonderhil.  The  power  of  thu  new  thorn|ic:ntl<3t  wmm 
shown  still  more  decldoiUy  Iu  tlio  cures  of  virulent 
disRusQi,  and  cbolorn,  dysentery,  the  exnnthvniatlc 
and  tutntiniied  fnvcr»,  chorcus,  and  nil  furiiis  of  ncn- 
r^itic  ilixoiMx,  fi'iivnlsioiis,  ult;.,  iiwnul  iU  owiiy.  The 
(.•diicatwl  and  iiiUilligent  iihuiscB  weni  nntimg  Uii;  lirsl 
ti>  iiccupt  the  new  mulliud,  from  the  jHiaitive  pruufs 
with  which  it  was  occouipauied,  and  they  are  itu  best 
patrons  to -day. 

It  was  extremely  unfortnnnte  that  liomwopalhy 
was  introduced  as  u  new  system  of  medicine,  railivr 
a-i  u  new  systiim  of  ihfrupculiui  bnsoil  u|Htn  tho  cliici- 
dutiou  uf  u  formerly  wull-kuowu  law,  litit  )icrliii|i«  the 
present  great  mlvance  In  the  science  of  medicine 
could  not  otherwise  have  been  attained.  I'urltuiM, 
tun,  the  trno  jiusiiinn  of  its  ({Hiding  law  could  not 
Itave  been  shown  so  efluetiially,  and  cotitd  not  Imve 
been  so  great  a  boon  to  humanity,  nor  lie  tidiipUsI  so 
thoroughly  as  the  one  great  law  of  thnrapuiiticM  a» 
it  is  at  the  present  day,  by  any  other  lucaiis  Uihu 
by  being  tlirown  npon  ita  own  rcsotircm.  The  ridi- 
cule witli  tvhich  it  ivus  met,  thu  atttimptud  argument 
by  whirl)  it  ivns  to  be  aunibilKted,  and  Die  untrncisui 
incled  out  to  its  supporters  and  its  prufianiuiinl  ex- 
ponents accomplished  more  for  its  introducliuii  into 
the  true  science  of  medicine  than  any  other  methiHls 
could  possibly  have  done.  Althuugh  a  purtluii  of  the 
old  rancor  still  holds,  expressing  itself  in  lliu  ethical 
furmulariesof  many  societies,  yet  this  artiole  will  not  ^ 
he  ten  years  old  when  all  that  will  have  jinicltcnily 
passed  away,  and  the  science  of  medicine  will  have 
bowed  ita  head  to  hom(£oputhy  in  pruuil  acknowledg- 
ment of  tho  wonderful  gain  made  in  thcru|>ciitica  by 
its  aid. 

The  men  who  in  Ih'istid  County  chtimpiinicil  this 
aysleiu  were  mostly  physicians  in  the  true  and  full 
sense  of  the  wiinl,  who,  iu  workiug  fur  humiuipothy, 
were  working  for  the  ultimate  advancement  of  medi- 
cal science.  Hence,  while  tlieir  business  and  tlie 
neceusarily  close  study  occupied  tlie  greater  put  of 
their  time,  tlieystillkepttheniselvcspostoil  thoroughly 
ill  ull  the  theories  and  advanced  idcua  of  the  day. 
lliimixoputhy  was  not  takeu  by  them  simply  as  a 
theory  of  disease,  but  as  the  best  practical  mcthoil  of 
prescribing  fur  disease,  and  its  law  us  tlie  only  uuc 
which  seemetl  to  have  a  [lerfeclly  pructiud  iiml  uni- 
versal bearing.  Their  princi|>al  labor  was  in  tlic  line 
of  the  development  uf  this  law ;  for  this  tliey  were 
willing  to  sulfer  ostracism,  and  fur  this  and  ita  re- 
wards were  they  anxious  to  labor.  Hafe  in  the  fold 
of  their  own  medical  society,  safer  iu  the  love  and 
confidence  of  their  patients,  safest  in  the  certainty  of 
the  rcsulu  which  wore  sure  Ui  follow  Uieir  lubon, 
they  could  well  allijrd  tti  wail  the  results  uf  ibu  truth 
of  tlie  law  to  which  they  had  given  their  &llcgi«i)c«. 
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Later  years  have  proved  the  justice  of  these  claims, 
for  fmri  j>an»H  with  their  presentation  has  hcen  the 
acknowledgment  of  their  rights,  and  honuoopathic 
physicians  now  stand  in  the  eyes  of  the  com mniii tics 
and  the  local  governments  on  a  level,  at  least,  with 
the  educated  men  of  any  school. 

The  first  of  these  physicians,  in  point  of  time,  to 
settle  in  the  county,  was  Dr.  Manning  J),  lloche.  He 
was  a  pupil  of  Dr.  Constantine  Hering,  and  was  a 
graduate  of  the  Allentown  Academy.  No  one  could 
he  a  pupil  of  Dr.  Hering  and  not  he  thoroughly 
versed  in  all  that  pertains  to  the  education  of  the 
physician,  and  Dr.  Roche's  education  was  complete, 
and  especially  so  in  the  matter  of  the  Materia  Mcdica. 
I  lo  was  h  man  of  strong  character,  ami  well  calculated 
U^  command  the  respect  and  attention  of  those  with 
whom  he  came  in  contact.  J  le  settled  in  New  Hed- 
ford  in  1841,  and  though  at  first  he  met  with  little 
encourajrement,  he  gradnally  ac<|uired  a  foothold,  and 
at  length  obtained  a  large  practice.  He  retired  on 
account  of  failing  health  in  18()1,  and  died  at  River- 
side, N.  J.,  .Fuly  T),  18G2,  aged  .seventy-three  years. 

Dr.  Roche  met  with  but  little  active  opposition  to 
his  practice,  which  may  have  been  dne  to  the  liberal 
example  of  the  late  Dr.  J^ymaii  JJartlett,  wlio,  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  had  stood  for  a  quarter  of  a  century 
at  the  head  of  his  school  in  this  locality.  He  stead- 
fastly refused  to  be  bound  by  the  bigoted  rules  of  the 
Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  and  always  met  ho- 
nueopathic  physicians  in  consultation  whenever  re- 
quested so  to  do. 

At  this  same  time,  in  the  northwestern  portion  of 
the  county,  in  the  little  town  of  Norton,  Dr.  Ira 
Harrows  was  practicing  "  after  the  straitest  sect  of 
fillopathy.*'  Hut  in  1812  his  attention  wjls  called  to 
the  new  theory  of  therapeutics  by  his  friend.  Dr.  P. 
P.  Wells,  now  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  IJut  he  was  not 
A  man  to  take  things  on  any  one's  stAtement,  and  he 
accordingly  obtained  the  "  Organon"  and  Hull's  Jahr, 
ixnd  commenced  his  experiments.  The  result  of  these 
experiments  filled  him  with  wonder,  and  he  very  soon 
gave  in  his  adherence  unreservedly  to  the  new  school. 
It  has  been  a  mistaken  notion  tliat  all  of  those  who 
practice  hom<eopathically  must,  of  necessity,  give  in 
their  whole  adherence  to  all  of  the  theories  by  which 
Hahnemann  trie<l  to  account  for  the  action  of  reme- 
dies; hut  in  every  case  individual  opinion  has  been 
duly  exercised,  and  the  facts  of  the  master  Uiken 
without  regard  to  the  theories  which  he  advanced. 
Hence  the  far  larger  part  of  the  converts  which  were 
made  to  homn'opatliy  were  those  who  had  provionnly 
been  lirm  adherents  of  the  theory  of  the  <iominant 
school,  and  while  putting  their  whole  faith  in  the. 
power  of  the  therapeutic  law,  nevertheless  did  not 
feel  themselves  required  to  adopt  all  of  the  theory  of 
disease  prcpcnted  by  Hahnemann.  Homceopathy  in 
Bristol  C'ounty  was  represent<Kl  by  these  same  inde- 
pendent thinkers,  and  facts,  not  theories,  were  required 
for  their  guidance. 


In  August  of  1842  an  epidemic  dysentery  spread 
very  generally  over  the  region  around  Norton,  and 
Dr.  Harrows  treated  sixty-three  cases  with  the  loss  of 
but  one, — a  very  wonderful  showing  for  that  disease 
and  those  times.  The  knowledge  of  his  method  of  treat- 
ment spread  very  rapidly  over  the  adjacent  towns, 
and  soon  his  circuit  extended  to  at  least  twenty 
miles.  He  was  the  pioneer  of  homosopathy  in  Taun- 
ton, Middleborough,  Raynham,  the  Bridgewaters, 
Easton,  Mansfield,  Foxborough,  Wrentham,  Attlebor- 
ough,  Seekonk,  Rehoboth,  Dighton,  and  Pawtucket. 
He  met  with  a  great  deal  of  opposition  from  his  pro- 
fessional brethren,  and  was  finally,  without  a  fair  hear- 
ing and  on  a  technical  charge,  expelled  from  the  Mas- 
sachusetts  Medical  Society,  the  first  martyr  in  this 
section  of  the  country  to  the  bigotry  of  medical  intol- 
erance. This  action  of  the  society,  and  the  fact  that 
it  was  based  technically,  not  really,  on  "gross  immor- 
ality," was  exceedingly  galling  to  Dr.  Barrows,  and 
he  never  con  hi  aflerwards  speak  of  it  with  composure. 
It  was  a  gross  libel  on  the  life  of  a  man  whose  whole 
life  was  given  to  the  relief  of  suffering  humanity.  He 
soon  left  Norton,  and  commenced  practice  in  Provi- 
dcncH',  which  he  held  to  the  day  of  his  death.  He 
died  Oct.  14,  1882,  and  his  funeral,  held  in  church, 
was  attended  by  crowds  of  interested  professional  lay 
friends. 

He  graduated  at  Brown  University  in  1824,  and  re- 
ceived his  medical  diploma  from  Harvard  in  1827. 

It  was  not  till  1845  that  Fall  River  was  settled 
by  homax)pathy.  In  that  year  Dr.  Isaac  Fiske  be- 
came interested  in  it,  and  the  more  that  he  studied 
the  law  and  the  more  that  he  put  it  into  practice  the 
more  did  he  love  it,  till  finally  he  practiced  under  its 
jcgis  solely.  At  this  time  Fall  River  was  a  small 
manufacturing  town,  with  its  great  possibilities  not 
yet  developed,  and  its  population  almost  wholly  made 
up  of  those  who  were  connected  with  the  mills.  With 
this  class  homceopathy  was  not  popular,  and  Dr.  Fiske 
met  with  much  and  unreasonable  opposition  in  his 
new  practice,  both  from  his  professional  brethren  and 
the  people.  But  his  own  high  scholarly  attainments, 
his  social  power,  and  his  love  for  his  newly-found 
truth,  enabled  him  to  overcome  all  difficulties,  and  to 
establish  himself  in  a  good  practice. 

Although  the  town  of  Taunton  had  weekly,  and 
oilener  if  needed,  the  services  of  Dr.  Ira  Barrows,  yet 
there  was  no  settled  homceopathic  physician  here  till 
the  advent  of  Dr.  George  Barrows,  in  184(5.  Dr.  Bar- 
rows was  a  graduate  of  Amherst  in  1840,  and  of  Berk- 
shire Medical  C'ollcge  in  184.3,  which  he  had  entered 
jis  a  sturdy  allopath.  But  his  attention  had  been 
drawn  to  honueopathy  by  the  increaseil  success  of  Iiis 
brother  since  his  change  of  practice,  and  by  tlic 
urgency  of  Dr.  William  Peck,  of  Cincinnati.  While 
at  Pittsfield  he  made  the  change,  and  openly  avowed 
and  practiced  the  new  way,  and  it  was  perhaps  then 
that  the  college  first  heard  the  truth  so  plainly 
uttered. 
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Upon  his  graduation  lie  cante  ta  Tnuuton  knd  began 
buBUioaa.  He  met  witb  a  great  deal  of  opposition, 
but  it  was  not  uinlignant,  and  hii  kindly  wnyii,  liiM 
gciiMvnianliiiuiui,  iiiiil  liin  i|uiut  purxiHtenuu  in  linking 
Ilia  (i|i)ianeutii  "  to  come  luitl  Boe,"  made  liiin  liinU  or 
friendii  and  compelled  to  be  respected  the  procUce  of 
wliicli  lie  WIU4  almoxl  tlie  sole  exponent.  In  difficult 
coaea  lie  liad  llie  expcrieuce  of  Ilia  brotlier  to  uid  liini, 
and  tlio  reinemlirance  of  liini  as  a  physician  niid  a  mnn 
BtuiidH  liigli  in  tliia  cominunity  to-day. 

He  waa  always  ready  to  welcome  the  young  pltysi- 
ciaii,  and  to  gis'c  him  all  the  aid  in  hia  power,  nimu-- 
tinies  to  liJB  own  professional  hurt,  but  homcDO)iathy 
woe  hi8  enthusiasm,  and  to  itei  advancement  he  Wiu4 
ready  to  sacriGco  everything. 

He  died  Jan.  19,  1S78,  and  thoso  who  regretted  bin 
loas  fllled  the  large  churuh  in  which  hia  funeral  wan 
held. 

Such  were  the  men  who  were  the  actual  pioneers 
of  honiieopathy  in  Ilrislol  County,  men  of  thorough 
education,  of  good  social  otaitding,  of  high  religious 
And  moral  sentiment,  and  those  whom  their  profes- 
sional brethren  could  not  ignore  or  rclegrute  to  the 
class  of  quack  or  charlatan. 

The  hoinoiopathic  literature  of  tlioue  days,  to 
those  who  could  not  reiLd  German,  was  limiteil  to 
the  copy  of  Hull's  "Jahr,"  and  the  "Symtonieu 
Codex," — blessed  be  its  memory, — and  to  eunilry  re- 
ports of  cases  which  were  scattered  through  the  little 
periodical  literature  which  was  then  printed.  Hence 
most  of  the  time  of  the  houunopiithist  was  used  in 
the  endeavor  to  lind,  umoog  the  moderate  number  of 
the  remedies  then  "  proved,"  the  aimillimum  of  Uie 
disease  under  consideration.  But  little  time  was  led 
for  otherstudy  than  that  of  the  materia  mcdica,  for  the 
disease  in  hand  must  be  cured,  all  other  things  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding,  and  it  must  be  cured  lionitco- 
pathiuiLlly,  or  else  the  failure  would  be  used  aa  a  lung 
lever  against  the  truth  of  the  law,  a  thing  which 
could   nut  bo   endured  by  one  of  tliiise  aliiriiy  pio- 

In  1847,  after  Dr.  Barrows  had  left  Norton  for 
Providence,  Dr.  Benjamin  M.  Rounda  commenced 
practice  in  Norton,  and  has  been  ita  principal  physi- 
cian to  the  present  lime. 

In  1850,  Dr.  U:  M.  Matthes  made  New  Bedford  his 
permanent  residence.  He  received  hia  degree  from  the 
united  universities  of  Halle  and  Wittenberg  in  niarcli, 
ISae,  but  continued  his  studies  for  two  years  longer 
in  Vienna,  Prague,  and  Berlin.  He  commenced  prac- 
tice iu  the  latter  place  in  1S38,  but  in  1841  moved  lu 
bia  native  place,  Schwedt,  I'russiii.  Notwilhstanding 
he  had  all  of  the  usual  bitter  prejudices  against  Hali- 
nemann,  yet  in  1845  his  attention  waa  compelled  to 
his  theoriea  by  the  favorable  results  obtaiiied  hy  the 
neighboring  owners  of  the  largo  und  costly  herds  of 
merinos,  who  had  entirely  iliscardcd  their  profes- 
sional veterinary  physicians  and  adopted  the  hoimuo- 
pathic  practice.    He  soon  bueaino  a  thorough  atu- 


deitt  of  the  d«spiiod  practice.  In  1849  he  cume  lo 
this  country,  located  fur  a  short  time  iu  llusUin,  and 
lieeanie  a  moinbor  of  tlio  MiMsacliusi-IIa  ftledicnl  80 
uioLy.  lie  loiilinueH  in  New  IWAird,  a  bii,'Uly-i3- 
teoinod  pructititnior. 

lu  ISfit,  Oharten  Harria,  M.D.,  came  to  Taunton, 
nml  ivmalueilforsuvuriilymre.  Ilewiut  11  graduate  of 
llcrkshiru  Mwlieul  College  iu  llj 47,  lie  hud  a  gcud 
nixt  HiiccHuafiil  proeiiee,  but  was  obliged  to  return  to 
WareliuJU,  where  he  hud  rnrmurly  pnuHtevd,  tin  ao- 
count  (>r  ill  health,  lie  ia  now  located  at  EhsI 
Rridgewater,  where  he  ban  many  and  laating  friends. 

In  18,12,  Henry  B.  Clarke,  a  gro<liiut«  of  the 
IJoninio|iathic  Medical  College  of  I*ciiiuiylvaiiia,  cmiii- 
niciiccd  practice  in  New  Beilfurd,  ami  suoii  luok  lUo 
tiigh  rank  which  he  ha*  sJiicO  luaijitaliietl. 

The  year  IS54  waa  an  eventful  one  to.  hom<ec)|i:ithy 
in  ilristol  County.  In  that  year  three  young  pbyii- 
i^iaiLs,  all  supplemental  gnulnalea  of  the  llumu'upatbio 
Medical  College  of  Pennsylvania,  took  up  tlieir  reM* 
deuce  in  three  dilferent  cities  of  tlie  county.  Tbey 
were  educated  to  tlie  full  extent  of  the  knowledge 
that  could  be  furnished  by  the  allopathic  schcjols  of 
the  country,  and  yet  deliberately  chose  to  practice 
according  to  the  despised  law  of  the  new  school,  lu 
order  to  fit  themselves  for  tliis  work  they  took  gruda- 
Dtion  from  the  only  houueopiUiic  school  of  eminence 
in  tlie  land.  This  school,  while  teaching  the  whole 
curriculum  of  the  old  school  in  self-defense,  made  the 
peculiar  tenets  of  homoMi|>athy  ita  prominent  point. 
Its  hospital  enforced  these  |H>ints,  and  ita  daily  clinic 
made  evident  tlie  wonderful  power  of  the  aUanaated.  r 
doses.  The  proof  oonld  not  be  ignored,  ami,  nnevJl 
accepted,  tlie  proof  of  daily  practice  made  it  >iiily  the 
stronger.  These  graduates  accepted  fully  the  proof 
thus  oll'ercd,  and  the  fact  that  during  a  practice  of 
thirty  years  they  have  not  awcrved  from  it  is  ptuof 
that  it  has  never  failed  ttieni. 

In  the  spring  of  18A4,  Dr.  John  L.  Clarke  com- 
tnciiced  practice  in  KnII  Itiver,  und  nt  once  tank  a 
very  high  stand  among  the  praotiti oners  of  the  place. 
Owing  to  the  peculiar  construction  of  the  population 
liomtuopathy  did  not  spread  much  among  tlic  general 
people,  but  was  received  by  the  intelligent  portion, 
and  its  hold  upon  llieiu  has  never  been  loat.  There 
are  in  l^all  lliver  now  aix  homivopathic  iihysiciaui, 
nil  of  them  in  full  jiractice,  und  all  of  them  men  who 
have  come,  not  merely  to  try  the  situation,  but  wlio 
liave  come  lo  stsy,  und  no  one  of  whose  ex|)erienci) 
there  has  been  less  than  five  years. 

Ill  1872,  Dr.  Thomas  A.  Cu|>en,  s  graduate  of  the 
Massachusetts  Agricultural  College  and  oftlic  Ilahoe- 
■nann  Medical  College  of  Philadelphia,  commenced 
practice,  and  to-day  remains  asucceaaful  practitioner. 

In  lHr4,  Dr.  David  W.  Vanderburgh  commenced 
praiticcin  l-ull  Uiver.  Dr.  Vundcrburgb  wiw  grad- 
uated in  (he  regular  course  in  Ann  ArlH)r  in  IHtHi. 
In  August  of  I8()2  he  puaaed  examination  for  uiedical 
cadet,  United  IStutea  Army,  and  ecrvetl  u  uicb  till 
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April,  18Gd,  when  he  was  appointed  amistant  sur- 
geon, Tenth  Regiment,  Michigan  Infantry,  whicli 
]Hwt  he  held  till  he  was  nuisterefl  out,  Aug.  1,  ISCtT), 
After  his  graduation  he  was  ap)K>inted  acting  assistant 
surgeon  in  the  Uniteil  States  Army,  serving  with  the 
»Scventcenth  United  States  Infantry.  A  year  after  he 
took  up  the  study  of  honi<i*opathy. 

Dr.  1).  A.  ItalMHick  graduated  from  the  New  York 
Me<lica1  College  in  1874,  was  in  partnership  with  Dr. 
(Marke,  of  New  Bedford,  till  1878,  when  he  succeeded 
to  the  practice  of  Dr.  George  Harrows,  of  Taunton. 
Alter  the  death  of  his  uncle.  Dr.  J.  L.  Clarke,  he  re- 
mo  ve<l  to  Fall  Hiver,  where  ho  has  largely  increased 
the  practice  and  has  made  his  permanent  residence. 

Drs.  Stowe,  Finch,  and  Walker  are  also  settled  in 
the  city,  and  are  finding  good  practices. 

In  lSr)4,  Dr.  I*>lward  Sisson,  a  student  with  Dr. 
IlfHthc,  and  a  graduate  both  of  the  Berkshire  Medical 
School  and  of  the  Ilomieopathic  Medical  College  of 
IVnnsylvatiin,  completed  his  studies,  an<l  commenced 
a  very  successful  practice,  which  he  still  maintains. 

There  are  several  other  physicians  in  New  Bedford 
who  have  recently  settled  there,  who  will  do  honor  to 
the  cause.  Among  them  may  be  mentioned  Helen 
M.  Wright,  M.D.,  a  graduate  of  Boston  University 
School  of  Medicine,  1881. 

In  this  same  eventful  year  Dr.  E.  U.  Jones  came 
to  Taunton,  at  the  repeated  and  urgent  request  of 
Dr.  Barn)ws,  and  for  two  years  was  his  assistant 
before  commencing  practice  on  his  own  account. 
Previous  to  this  Dr.  Jones  had  been  in  a  good  prac- 
tice in  Dover,  N.  H.  It  was  in  this  summer  that 
cholera  was  a  dread  visitant  to  the  town,  but  the 
pages  of  homoM)pnthy  stand  with  but  one  death  rc- 
corde<l  upon  them.  The  practice  of  Dr.  Jones  has 
been  among  the  best  and  most  intelligent  of  the  citi- 
zens. He  was  for  seven  years  secretary  of  the  Mas- 
sachuHctU  ?[oma*opathic  Medical  Society,  and,  as  an 
especial  honor,  was  elected  its  centennial  president  in 
187(>.  He  is  the  chairman  of  the  first  board  of  health 
of  the  citv  of  Taunton,  lie  is  also  Lecturer  on  Sani- 
tarv  Science  and  Malarial  Diseases  in  Boston  Uni- 
versity  Metlical  School.  His  experience  of  thirty 
years  is  not  without  its  value  to  a  large  clientage  at 
the  ])re8ent  day. 

Joseph  W.  Hayward,  M.D.,  was  graduateil  from 
the  IMedical  School  of  Maine  in  1864,  but  was  en- 
tered as  medical  cadet  in  the  regular  army  in  18G3 ; 
served  in  general  hospitals  till  March,  18G4;  re- 
entered in  June  of  the  same  year  as  assistant  surgeon 
United  States  Volunteers.  After  passing  the  regular 
armv  board  served  in  the  field  in  front  of  Iliclnn(ui<l 
until  Nov.  2r>,  1805.  He  then  came  to  New  York, 
took  lectures  at  Bellevue,  and  came  to  Taunton  in 
March,  1866.  He  is  at  present  Lecturer  at  Ik>ston 
University  School  of  Medicine,  a  member  of  the  city 
school  lioard,  and  in  a  large  and  successful  practice. 

Dr.  B.  L.  Dwinell  is  a  graduate  of  Tuft*s  College, 
1876,  and  of  Boston  University  School  of  Medicine, 


1878.    Immediately  after  graduation  he  settled  in 
Taunton,  and  is  having  a  very  successful  practice. 

Dr.  Fred.  D.  Tripp  is  a  graduate  of  Boston  Uni- 
versity School  of  Medicine,  1881 ;  spent  one  year  in 
the  hospital  at  Ward's  Island,  and  in  March,  1883» 
became  city  physician. 

Dr.  Caleb  Swan,  a  grandson  of  Dr.  Caleb  Swan,  of 
Easton,  and  son  of  Dr.  James  C.  Swan,  of  Brockton,, 
coming  from  a  line  of  physicians,  is  recognized  as  one 
who  will  be  prominent  in  the  future  history  of  medi- 
cine in  the  county. 

His  grandfather  was  among  the  earliest  of  those 
who  recognized  the  value  of  the  new  therapeutics, 
and,  while  not  taking  a  decided  stand  upon  the 
point,  yet  practiced  it  more  and  more  till  his  death, 
and  claimed  himself  as  a  homoDopath.  His  circuit 
extended  over  the  whole  county,  and  his  judgment 
was  much  relied  upon. 


CHAPTER   LXXIL 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

The  French  Canadians  in  the  County  of  Bristol^ 
— About  one-sixteenth  of  the  population  of  Massa- 
chusetts is  composed  of  French  Canadians.  Of  all 
the  cities  in  the  State,  Fall  River  and  Lowell  have 
the  largest  French  Canadian  population.  Although 
we  lack  certain  data  for  an  accurate  determination 
of  their  numbers,  yet  a  reliable  estimate  may  be 
reached  by  reference  to  their  church  records,  the 
opinions  of  their  journalists,  and  the  last  Federal 
census. 

Relying  upon  these  sources  of  information  we  may 
state  that  there  are  one  hundred  thousand  French 
Canadians  in  Massachusetts,  and  from  ten  to  twelve 
thousand  both  in  Lowell  and  Fall  River. 

Most  of  these  immigrants  have  come  here  since  the 
war.  Like  other  aliens  they  come  to  better  their 
condition,  and  while  the  majority  of  them  come  to 
work  in  our  manufactories,  yet  they  are  followed  by 
a  relative  number  of  professional  men,  physicians, 
clergymen,  and  lawyers,  as  well  as  educated  mer- 
chants. The  latter,  especially,  bring  some  capital 
with  them,  while  the  larger  number  of  the  others 
trust  to  whatever  opportunity  there  may  be  here  for 
persons  able  and  willing  to  work. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  those  who  are  acquainted  with 
this  class  of  people  that  they  are  onlerly,  sociable, 
and  intelligent,  and  that  sooner  or  later  their  influ- 
ence will  be  felt  in  the  society  and  politics  of  this 
State. 

The  French  Canadian  is  very  much  attached  to  his 
language.  French  is  spoken  in  the  family  and  in  the 
church.  It  is  not  true,  as  some  sup|>ose,  that  the 
French  Canadian  speaks  a  patois  unintelligible  to  a 
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peraon  well  vcned  in  tlia  French  Innguagi?.  The 
'Currk-iiliini  of  schools  and  collegoa  in  CiLiiada  is  IhimmI 
upon  tlint  of  the  lyeciiins  and  colleges  of  France,  and 
niiy  Olio  fuiiiiliur  wiili  Uie  litcrury  works  iinuhicuU  by 
French  CitnaUiana  U  well  aware  Uiut  tlie  French  lui- 
gUHge  has  been  preserved  with  remiirkuhle  vigor  and 
purity  by  nil  tlie  dencendanta  of  llie  Curtiora,  Huiaou- 
Jieuvcs,  und  Ct>uni|>l>iin-.  We  -hull  liuvu  omutiun 
Inter  on  to  refer  to  Mr.  Ijouis  Frj^chelta,  the  Frtiiicli 
Ganudiun  |Kict-liiiiruiUe,  whtiMt  works  witrv  crowiiol 
by  the  French  Acwleiiiy  (I'aris,  IS80). 

The  first  French  family  cunie  to  Fall  Rlver  About 
the  yenr  1859,  but  it  was  not  until  I8U'M>8  that  the 
French  froui  Canada  iMime  here  in  largo  numltern. 

We  often  hear  that  these  iieoplo  rolurn  lii  (Jaundn 
after  a  few  yeant'  aojoiirn  here.  It  may  havs  been  h> 
before  1870,  hut  since  then  tlie  French  iiU|iulKlion  haa 
in^jreiiaetl  rapidly  in  every  city  and  county  of  tlie 
comuion  wealth. 

Let  us  now  glance  at  the  social  and  religious  eon- 
dition  of  thin  element.  While  some  thirty  or  forty 
faniiliL-s  attend  I'rolestant  diurchus,  the  rcniuindi^r 
belong  to  the  Oalholic  Church. 

The  French  Protextants  meet  for  worship  in  the 
iniasion  chapel  on  the  corner  of  Pleaaaat  and  Sixth 
Streets. 

Tliu  Hrst  Frencli  Oatholio  Church  [culled  ISto.  Anac) 
was  built  in  1870,  on  lluuter  Street,  Iter.  A.  de  Mon- 
taubricq,  a  native  uf  France,  being  its  Amt  pastor. 

In  lSii7-68,  Rev.  A.  J.  Derbuel,  another  native  of 
France,  at  present  paator  of  the  Frenuli  Church  in 
West  lioylston,  Mium.,  was  ministering  to  the  wants 
of  the  French  families  llion  iu  Fall  Kivur.  He  won 
thenoiicof  theaasistauts  iu  Si.  Mary's  t  Irish]  |iuriali. 

Another  church  (Notre  Dame)  lia«  since  been  built 
on  llaasett  Street  to  uccoinnio(lat«  the  rusidentu  of  the 
eastern  portion  of  the  city.  Kev.  F.  J.  0.  Iledard  has 
been  ita  pastor  from  the  first. 

There  is  a  part  of  the  city  of  Fall  River  called 
French  village  (iUt(  Otnaih,  or  Little  Canada,  as  the 
French  themiielves  name  it),  which  includes  all  the 
houses  of  the  American  Linen  Company,  and  is 
bounded  on  the  east  by  Rroadway  and  un  the  north 
and  south  by  Division  and  Day  Streeta.  It  received 
that  appellation  because  the  early  French  Canadian 
immigruDtH  livud  mostly  iu  that  vicinity. 
'  The  French  in  Fall  River  have  since  1X70  organ- 
ized, and  they  maintain  to  this  day,  various  national, 
benevolent,  and  literary  societies.  The  most  iuijiur- 
tunt  of  them,  called  the  SI.  Jean  Dnptiete,  was  founded 
in  1874,  aa  a  national  aud  mutual  relief  associatiuni 
it  was  reorganiKeU  in  1878,  and  id  now  in  existence. 
It  has  taken  the  lead  in  tlie  celebration  of  the  24tli 
of  June,  the  national  holiday  of  the  French  Cana- 
dians, St.  Jnlin  the  Baptist  being  their  patron  saint. 
An  event  of  some  iuiportance  to  the  French  popula- 
tion of  Kail  River  was  the  piibticatiun  in  the  French 
language  of  a  weekly  paper  called  L' Kclm  ila  I  'auwkt 
(1873).    It  was  owned  and  edited  by  Dr.  Alfred  Mig- 


iiBUlt  and  H.  Itcaugrand.  The  former  itntcUoNl  m  a 
l>hysivtan  in  Fall  River  for  some  nine  ur  bin  y«Br«, 
and  died  recently.  The  latter  is  the  prujtrletur  aud 
manager  of  n  larKo  and  situucssful  daily,  /m  /WrtV,  in 
Montreal  (I*.  Q.  Canada). 

Mr.  Ileaugrand  was  alucated  in  a  Froucli  Canatfinii 
uollcge,  and  came  lo  this  country  while  youn^.  lie 
unlistitl  in  thu  French  army  in  Muxico,  ami  alier- 
ward*  settled  in  Full  Uivor,  and  workeil  ut  tliv  trade 
tif  u  printer  until  he  iroinniuntiud  the  piihlirjtlitm  uf 
L'KcItu  ilii  (iiiiudii.  lie  was  very  active,  aliidiou4, 
and  enUirpriaing.  Ho  wild  his  paper  lo  Mr.  Arcliam- 
bnult  (a  photographer,  now  iu  Montreal),  who  trana> 
ferred  it  to  Mr.  Remi  IlenuJl,  who  in  ttiru  btsnine  ita 
inlitor.  This  pa|icr  was  snuccedud  by  1^  l'rol<il<ur 
Oimulien,  edited  liy  contrihnton.  UoAiro  lliat,  Iu 
1874,  Mr.  Ilunoit  hail  succcssiTcly  cititcd  Le  Charivitri, 
A  comical  paper,  and  L'Oitvrier  (hnailltn,  wliich  was 
8  rival  to  L'KkIio  du  daiiiubi.  While  Mr.  Benugrnnd 
lived  in  Fall  River  he  wrote  a  book  eiililluil  Jchuhc 
Im  tVmie  (June  the  Spinner). 

It  is  an  intercHting  novel.  The  heroine  is  au  et' 
phan,  who  leaves  Canada  and  cumcs  Iu  Fall  River, 
works  in  the  mills,  and  has  two  lovera,  one  in  Canada, 
the  other  in  Fall  River;  the  latter  savt»  her  life  in 
tlie  Oranile  Mill  fire  in  1874,  but  dim  iti  i^nsequcuce 
■if  injuries  recuiveil  in  tlie  purliirmuucti  of  Una  aclf- 
sacrilicing  deed.  Jeaatu  uiarri«3  the  former.  The 
book  contains  a  faithful  description  of  the  life  and 
manners  uf  the  French  natives  of  Canada  at  huuie 
and  abroad. 

In  Septemlier,  1873,  the  French  Cauadiiuta  had  a 
large  iiwuUug  to  rvjoiue  over  Uiu  witlKlmwnl  uf  tliu 
liuit  (Jcnnan  truo|is  from  French  terrilury,  nftcr  tlic 
payment  of  the  last  installment  of  the  war  indemnity 
(September  Sth).  The  French  Canadian  la  a  great 
lover  of  France,  which  he  calls  the  motlior-counUy. 

In  187C-77,  Mr.  H.  Beaugrand  published  uuotlier 
weekly  paper  iu  Fall  River,  entitled  Lu  KipnUii/ue. 
In  1877,  Le  Ccrele  Alonlmtw,  a  literary  aociely,  was 
founded.  In  1878,  Mr.  Louis  Freuhotto,  the  |KMSt- 
laureate  of  Canada,  was  invited  lo  deliver  a  lei;ture  iu 
French,  under  the  auspices  of  that  society,  in  Coucert 
Hall.  Mr.  Ileaugrand  composed  L'Hymiie  ifaiitivJui 
for  the  occasion.  Dr.  Mignault  adapteil  llie  wur<la  to 
music,  and  he  was  also  the  leader  uf  the  orehatUa, 
called  /^  Septum:  Sir.  Frechette,  who  formerly  lived 
in  Chicago,  spoke  on  the  future  prospecls  of  his  com- 
palriotH  in  their  adopted  country,  and  rircitcd  some  uf 
liis  poetry  ou  I'upineuu  {the  French  leadtr  of  the 
insurrection  in  1887)  and  on  the  discovery  of  the 
Mississippi,  lu  1881,  Mr.  Frechette  was  again  invited 
to  deliver  a  lecture,  in  Waverly  Hall,  un  Wiuhingtoa 
and  the  duties  of  citizcnHhip.  The  audience  was  mi 
large  that  many  were  unable  to  gain  adiniasiun  lo  the 
hall.  In  the  same  year  the  <'liib  tVirheUe  waa  fuuudeil, 
with  the  oliJL'ct  of  giving;  thvatrimi  unlLTtiiinmeiiti 
in  the  French  language.  It  was  incurjiurutcd  in  the 
OercU  SalitUiri/,  which  soeiety  baa  given  b  number  of 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


899 


])crformRnce8  on  the  Rtnge  of  the  Academy  of  Munic. 
Hi»foro  thftt,  however,  the  French  clerks  formed  a 
Roricty  to  further  their  own  interests,  under  the  name 
of  1m  SitcU'tl  des  vommU-maiThnmh, 

It  should  he  noticed  that  the  principal  husiness 
houses  of  the  city  are  ohliged  to  secure  the  services 
of  French  clerks  to  wait  upon  those  customers  who 
are  unahic  to  speak  the  English  language. 

There  are,  liowever,  French  Canadian  merchants 
engaged  in  almost  every  hranch  of  trade  in  Fall 
River. 

In  the  professions,  the  French  in  Fall  River  are 
represented  by  two  clergymen,  one  lawyer,  nine 
physicians,  and  one  veterinary  surgeon. 

There  are  two  convents  attached  to  the  French 
churches  noticed  above;  they  are  under  the  control 
of  Catholic  iSisters.  An  orphan  asylum,  which  gives 
refuge  to  orphans  of  any  creed  or  nationality,  is  con- 
nci^tod  with  the  convent  Notre  Dame  on  Mason 
Street. 

There  is  a  parochial  school  for  each  congregation, 
and  a  commercial  college  taught  by  laymen  on  Bas- 
sett  Street.  The  English  and  French  languages  are 
equally  taught  in  the  schools,  the  convents,  and  the 
college.  A  large  percentage  of  French  children, 
however,  attend  the  public  schools. 

In  18S:i  the  college  on  llnssctt  Street,  the  convent  of 
Noire  Dame,  and  the  orphanage  connected  with  it 
were  organized  under  the  State  laws  as  the  Corpora- 
tion Notre  Dome, 

P.  J.  B.  Bedard,  who  was  the  promoter  of  these  in- 
stitutions, has  conveyed  to  the  new  corporation  a 
large  parcel  of  land  and  valuable  buildings  on  the 
same  in  trust  for  religious,  charitable,  and  educa- 
tional purposes.  lie  intends  to  build  n  large  hos- 
pital for  the  sick,  the  aged,  and  the  infirm  on  the 
land  of  this  corporation. 

A  new  organ  of  the  French  Canadian  population 
of  Fall  River,  New  Bedford,  and  Taunton,  Le  Castor^ 
iH  published  in  the  first  named  city.  It  was  started 
in  1882,  and  is  owned  by  H.  Boisseau.  It  is  edited 
in  a  very  clever  manner  by  a  small  circle  of  contrib- 
utors. The  title,  /^  (hMtor,  means  "  the  beaver," 
which  is  one  of  the  national  emblems  of  the  French 
Canadians.  The  t«rm  "beaver"  was  given  by  the 
Knglish  to  the  French  in  Canada  as  an  injurious 
epithet.  But  the  French,  considering  it  a  compliment 
to  be  called  beavers  on  account  of  their  industry,  have 
always  looked  upon  it  as  representing  one  of  their 
national  trails,  and  honco  made  it  an  emblem  (if  their 
own.  The  other  national  emblem  of  the  French 
(':ui:idiuns  is  the  mnple-Ieaf.  This  rcprescnt.s  the 
quality  of  the  wood  coining  from  the  maple-tree, 
which  compares  in  its  durability  with  the  enduring 
characteristies  of  the  French  Canadian  national ily. 

Jn  1K7G,  the  centennial  year,  the  French  Canadians 
took  a  prominent  part  in  the  celebration  of  the  Fourth 
of  July.  A  fine  allegorical  car,  over  which  floated 
the  tri-color  by  the  side  of  the  stars  and  stripes,  was 


filled  with  personages  attired  in  the  traditional  garb 
of  the  early  French  settlers,  discoverers,  and  (»ov- 
ernors  of  Canada.  But  it  was  on  June  24,  1878,  that 
the  most  important  demonstration  of  the  French 
people  took  place. 

The  local  press  pronounced  the  festivities  and  pro- 
cession on  that  day  as  most  complete,  and  reflecting 
great  credit  upon  the  French  people.  On  such  occa- 
sions the  French  have  orators  who  speak  to  the  as- 
sembled multitude  in  their  own  tongue.  And  if 
Americans  needed  that  any  of  their  adopted  citizens 
should  teach  them  the  true  love  of  country  and  of 
republican  institutions,  they  could  learn  a  lesson 
from  the  spontaneous  outbursts  of  impassioned  elo- 
quence flowing  from  the  lips  of  these  descendants  of 
Lafayette  and  Rochambeau. 

And  while  the  French  Canadian  is  thoroughly 
possessed  of  that  never-dying  sentiment  which  binds 
one  to  his  native  land,  yet  ho  finds  in  the  American 
republic  so  much  to  the  credit  of  his  ancestors  and 
such  generous  hospitality,  that  he  always  shares 
freely  his  anior  pairice  between  the  land  of  his  birth 
and  that  of  his  adoption. 

The  French  Canadians  are  naturally  conservative, 
yet  quick  to  learn.  In  the  mills  they  are  well  liked 
by  the  manufacturers,  and  during  the  last  four  or  five 
years  some  have  been  placed  in  positions  of  trust. 
There  are  some  twelve  French  Canadian  overseers, 
and  about  one  hundred  assistant  overseers  (called 
second-hands),  in  the  mills  of  Fall  River.  It  must  be 
remembered  that  the  French  immigrants  have  never 
engaged  in  the  manufactures  before  coming  to  this 
country.  Most  of  them  have  been  born  and  brought 
up  on  farms.  Some  of  these  farmers  sell  their  land 
in  Canada  to  purchase  lots  and  build  homes  in  the 
manufacturing  cities  of  New  England.  A  great 
many  are  becoming  owners  of  real  estate  in  Fall 
River.  Those  who  come  when  they  are  ten  or  twelve 
years  old  can  learn  the  English  language  well.  The 
older  ones  do  not  speak  it  so  plainly,  and  many  never 
can  pronounce  it  at  all.  They  are  fond  of  their  lan- 
guage, and  even  those  who  speak  English  as  well  as 
French  always  prefer  the  vernacular.  After  a  sojourn 
of  some  few  years  among  us  they  naturally^  appre- 
ciate our  institutions  and  become  interested  in  our 
politics. 

At  various  times  some  of  their  leaders  have  spoken 
to  them  of  naturalization  at  meetings  called  for  that 
purpose,  but  it  was  not  until  1882  that  a  permanent 
society,  called  Lr  <1iib  ih'  NiUnrnfJKntion  (the  Natural- 
ization Club),  wjw  formed  for  that  special  purpoHc. 
It  hits  (lone  eHbetive  work  in  a  short  time.  It  meets 
once  a  week  over  Concert  Hall,  on  Pleasant  Street. 
All  the  proceedings  and  speeches  are  in  French. 
The  members  have  debates  on  historical  and  litcrarv 

• 

subjects.     The  club  has  now  over  one  hundred  and 

fifty  members,  and  the  audiences  average  from  two 
to  four  hundred  every  week. 

In  1875,  Frank  Cote  was  made  a  constable  and 
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qualified  to  serve  civil  proceM.  In  1881-82,  Mr. 
Edwikril  J.  L'  H^rikuU  aucceedoil  him  in  that  cai>acity. 
In  1880,  Victor  GeoflHun  (n  brollier  of  the  Hon.  K. 
OcoiTriui],  o[>e  of  tlie  lenders  of  tlic  lihorHla  in  the 
province  of  Quebec,  a  foroier  member  of  the  feder&l 
cabinet  at  Ottawa,  nnd  of  C.  A.  OeolTrion,  I'^.,  a  lund- 
ing  Inwycr  of  Montreal,  jinivltjue  nf  (Juclicc)  wns 
ducted  to  llieCoininuii  Council  ititlio old  WunI  Four. 
OtliurH  liave  been  ciuididatea  for  varioiiH  otlicw. 

In  Uclolier,  1881,  a  I''reucli  Ouiiadiiin  imtioiial  ctiii- 
Tentimi  was  held  in  Muuic  Ilall,  iu  Full  Kivcr.  ThcM 
conventions  are  coinjiosed  of  three  dulegatua  from 
every  French  conj^regation,  ttociety,  or  group,  aud 
meet  annually  in  a  place  designated  one  year  in  ad- 
vance. 

The  aiibjeut)!  of  dcliato  nre  the  viiriouH  i]ncfitinns 
&Aecting  the  social  and  material  welfare  uf  the  French 
Canadians  in  the  Ihtited  Statea.  Here  again  French 
ia  the  official  language. 

There  are  some  lire  or  six  liunilreil  French  Cana- 
dian fainilies  in  New  Bedford.  They  have  a  churcli 
(Sacred  Heart),  wlioae  fiiut  pastor  wus  Rev.  G.  Puger, 
who  died  in  1882.  ile  wan  xuccceded  by  Itev.  Mr. 
Pruvost.  There  are  some  tea  or  lifleeo  Frenuli  fami- 
lies ut  Westport  Factory,  between  Fall  River  and 
New  Bedford. 

Witliin  three  or  four  years  about  one  hundred  and 
twenty-livo  French  families  have  settled  iu  Tuunbm. 
Tliey  have  already  purehaocd  laiid  to  hnild  ii  ciiiiruh, 
and  have  one  physiciun.  Dr.  Desnoyers.  Some  of  the 
most  slcillful  workmen  in  a  silver-jdating  and  engrav- 
ing establishment  are  French  Ctinadiaua. 

County  Officers.— J iriKjEii  uv  Phohatk. — Prior  to 
the  division  uf  tlie  county  in  174(!  the  probate  oilicc 
and  registry  of  deeds  was  held  in  llristul,  then  the 
cnpiul  of  the  county,  now  in  Rhoile  Inland.  The 
judges  of  probate  were  Nathaniel  ByReld,  1686-93; 
John  Baffin,  iea3-1703;  Nathaniel  Ilyfidd,  1703-10; 
Nathaniel  Puine,  1710-15;  Nathaniel  Ilyiield,  Jr., 
1715-17;  Nathaniel  I'aine,  1717-21;  Nathaniel  I'la- 
grove,  1724-H;  Nathaniel  Hubbard,  17«^7 ; '  George 
Leonard,  1747-78;  Benjamin  WilliamB,  1778-83; 
George  Leonard,  Jr.,  1783-90 ;  Seth  Padelford,  1790- 
1811);  Hodijah  Baylies,  lSlO-34;  Oliver  Prescott, 
I8B4-&8;  Edmund  II.  Bennett,  IBAS-SS. 

REOiHTiiB-s  OF  Pkoiiatk, — Iji  Bristol :  Stephen 
Burton,  1686-92;  John  Gary,  1092-1715;  Khune/er 
Brenton,  1716-17;  John  Cary,  1717-21;  Stephen 
Paine,  1721-49.  In  Taunton;  Gcorgu  Lt'imard, 
1749-83;  Dr.  William  Ituylica,  1783-1812;  Francis 
Ihiylies,  1812-21;  David  Q.  \V.  Cobb,  1821-33; 
Anselm  Bassett,  1833-51;  Henry  WillinmB,  1851- 
53;  John  Daggett,  1853-04;  A.  8.  Ciiahnian,  1S64- 
69;  William  IL  Fuller,  1809-83. 

Reuistek^  op  DjiELia. — The  olficc  of  regifllrar  of 
deeds  was  in  Dristol,  the  shire  town  of  tlie  county, 
from  its  organization  in  1685  to  1740,  when  a  diviHion 
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waa  made  oetting  off  Bristol  to  Rhode  tstnud.  Th* 
registem  wore  Stephen  Burton,  1C80-D3;  John  Cnry, 
16!K)-1721:  Samuel  Howliind,  1721-41;  Thomiu 
Throope,  Jr.,  174I-17:'  Jamu.  WillianiB.  1747-7U; 
Jamea  Williams,  Jr.,  1T79-1S2I1;  AltVcd  Willlnm*, 
18215-41;  Joseph  Wilbur,  1841-74;  JuMpl.  E.  Wil- 
linr,  1874-83.  Judge  Jnirjw  Williams,  Oeu.  Jmuea 
Williama,  son,  iitid  Dr.  All'ru<l  Williams.  Kraii.Uii, 
held  tl>L>  iilllcu  ninoty-llve  yenn.  Ji>»-pli  Willmr  and 
JoMiph  F.  Wllliar,  son,  have  held  thu  olliL:ti  forty-twu 
years ;  the  luller  is  the  present  incumbeut.  Rcgiiit4ua 
uf  duMls  in  New  Bedford;  Benjamin  O.  CongdOD* 
Iteiijnniiu  K.  Sayer,  Charles  C.  Sayrr,  George  H 
Itiehmond. 

TiiKAsuitKU'^.— 1732,  Samuel  Ilowlnnd;  1744.  Jo 
aeph  Uumdl;  IT40,  JnniM  Wlllramx;  1751,  lt..lw 
Luacomli;  1770,  Gonrgu  Godfrey,  TauuUm ;  i7SS 
Setli  Padelford,  Tannion;  1784,  Ouurge  Undfrej; 
Taunton:  1794.  AimU^"  I^uard,  Tuunluu;  ISOl, 
Samuel  Oroi^^ker,  Tauntnn;  1821),  James  L.  Uodga< 
Tauntfin;  1831,  Horatio  h.  Danfortli,  Tuunluaj' 
184.1,  Foster  Hooper,  Fall  River;  lS4<i,  Richard  S.8L' 
Andres,  Taunton;  1848,  James  P.  Ellis,  Taiintaat 
1854,  Samuel  R.  Townsend,  Taunton;  lS-'i6,  tieorfs 
M.  Woodward,  Taunton;  1865,  Thomas  J.  I»tlir4^ 
TaunU.li;  1874,  George  F,  Pratt,  Taunloii. 

Cllhks  iif  OoiJiim— 1702,  Tiniottjy  Kales;  17«t' 
Timothy  Fales;  1774,  Samuel  Falea,  Tituntuii;  JohA 
Tucker,  signed  rceonls  of  Supremo  Judielul  t\mtt 
from  Oetuber,  1797,  lo  OuUdier,  1804;  October,  I8«H, 
Nathaniel  Fales,  Taunton ;  1813,  Nnthani«l  Falei, 
Taunton;  1816,  Jamw  Sproftt,  Tauiitan;  Oct,  17*  w 
1822,  Jauios  Spmat,  Mm  nf  tlio  previtmii  Jnuig^  «j 
Taunton;  April,  1850,  William  A,  F.  Sprout,  Tmin- 
ton  ;  Jan.  7,  1837,  John  S.  Brayton,  Fall  River ;  Jon. 
6,  1864,  Simeon  Borden,  Fall  River. 

Siieiiii''i''s.— May  27,  1092,  Nathaniel  Payne;  Dec 
22,  1692,  to  June  30,  1710,  Samuel  Gallop;  Dec.  10, 
1715,  William  Troop,  Bristol;  Mareii  31.  1718,  SetU 
Williama,  Taunton ;  April  10,  1718,  to  June  22,  I73S, 
Charles  Church,  iJigliton;  Jan.  14,  1746,  to  Nov.  24. 
1701,  Sylvester  Richmond,  Dight^m  ;  1774,  Zeplianiab 
Leonanl,  Raynliam  ;  18U9,  Iluratio  Leonard,  Rayn- 
liam;  1812,  Noah  Olnfliu,  Attlcl>orough ;  1813,  Ho- 
ratio I^onard,  Raynham  ;  1845,  Horatio  L.  Dan- 
forth,  TuunlJ)u;  1862,  Lyman  W.  Dean,  Aulebut^ 
ough;  1853,  Robert  Sherman,  Pawtuckct;  ISM, 
Oeorge  H.  Babbitt,  Taunton;  1863,  CI ir.  B.  II.  Fes- 
Hend.:n,  New  lleilford;  1869,  William  S.  Oohb,  Neir 
Uedlord  ;  1878,  Andrew  R.  Wright,  Full  River. 

Attle borough.— Rev.  Jaunb  Me,  a  native  of  this 
town,  was  a  dcHccndunl  from  Nicholas  Idc,  who  came 
to  this  country  previous  to  1645,  and  settled  in  Re- 
Liohoth,  where  he  died.  His  son,  Niclmlas,  Jr.,  came 
to  Attlehorough  about  1690  and  purclimied  lands 
tiere,  and  some  of  his  descendants  remain  in  town  to 
this  day. 
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Jftcob,  the  Rubject  of  this  memoir,  was  the  son  of 
Jncob,  niul  was  born  Mnrch  20, 17^^'),  in  the  sonth  part 
of  the  Uiwn,  in  what  is  popnhirly  called  the  "Reail  an<l 
li\c  ncighborhoofl."  His  father  was  a  fanner  of  the 
Now  England  stamp,  a  man  of  good  judgment  and 
respectable  clniracter,  and  a  worthy  citizen.  His 
father's  ancestors  had  been  farmers  ever  since  the 
landing  in  the  country.  He  was  robust  in  health  in 
his  younger  days,  and  was  employed  on  his  father's 
farm,  and  was  able  to  perform  the  hardest  and  most 
laborious  work,  and  continued  in  this  employment 
till  he  entered  college.  In  early  life  he  became 
anxious  to  obtain  a  liberal  education  to  prepare  him- 
self for  the  gospel  ministry.  His  father  had  not  the 
ready  menus  of  meeting  the  expenses  of  his  education, 
or  rendering  him  much  assistance  in  his  prc|)aration 
for  college.  He  resorted  to  many  self-denials  and 
laborious  means  to  accomplish  his  purpose.  He  em- 
ployed every  leisure  moment  in  the  intervals  of  farm 
work,  and  on  evenings  and  rainy  days,  in  the  study  of 
|hc  languages.  He  traveled  on  foot  five  miles  to 
make  his  recitations  to  Ucv.  Nathan  Holmau,  who 
was  then  pastor  of  the  second  parish  at  East  Attle- 
borough.  He  followed  this  course  for  a  year,  and 
this  was  his  only  means  of  preparation.  At  the  end 
of  this  term  he  entered  college. 

Hut  in  his  case  this  was  not  so  great  a  disadvantage 
as  it  would  have  been  to  manv  others.  He  studied 
liis  tasks  thoroughly  by  patient  and  laborious  work; 
]ie  aimed  to  be  accurate  in  everything  he  undertook  ; 
the  midnight  oil  was  no  oflense  to  him.  His  mind 
was  clear  and  vigorous ;  he  was  devoted  to  the  duties 
<if  the  moment  and  persevering  in  his  labors.  Hence 
lie  became  in  after-life  a  close  student,  a  thorough 
scholar,  and  a  deep  thinker. 

He  entered  the  college  at  Providence  (which  was 
only  about  eight  miles  from  his  father's  house)  in 
September,  1805,  and  graduated  in  1809  with  the 
liighest  honors  of  his  class. 

13 V  his  severe  intellectual  labors  for  the  four  or  five 
years  of  his  life  before  leaving  college,  his  health  at 
that  time  had  become  much  impaired,  and  his  natu- 
rally strong  constitution  enfeebled.  It  was  then  con- 
sidered doubtful  whether  he  would  ever  be  able  to 
Bustain  the  duties  of  a  pastoral  life,  but  afler  a  short 
vacation  and  leisure  his  health  somewhat  improved, 
and  he  concluded  to  resume  his  studies.  A  Her  spend- 
ing some  time  in  the  study  of  theology  under  the  in- 
structions of  Dr.  Emmons,  of  Franklin,  he  entered 
the  Andover  Tlieological  School,  where  he  went 
llinnigli  thn  regular  cniirse,  and  graduated  (here  in 
ISpi. 

He  was  installed  over  the  church  at  We^^t  Med  way 
Nov.  2,  1814,  where  he  finished  his  pastoral  life,  and 
died  Jan.  5,  1880,  at  the  age  of  ninety-four  years  and 
nine  uionllis.  PnwiouM  to  his  settlement  in  Medway 
he  had  preached  in  several  places,  one  of  which  was 
rort*«month,  N.  H.,  where,  though  distrusting  his 
own  ability  as  a  preacher  and   feeling  discouraged 


himself,  he  attracted  the  favorable  notice  of  Daniel 
Welister,  then  residing  in  that  city,  and  who  heard 
him  several  Sabbaths. 

He  had  lived  a  very  studious  life,  filling  his  whole 
career  with  constant  labor,  even  down  to  his  latest 
years.  The  farm  which  he  purchased  when  he  settled 
in  Medway  afforded  him  abundance  of  healthful  ex- 
ercise of  the  kind  which  his  constitution  needed,  and 
which  tended  to  prolong  his  life  to  so  late  a  period. 

In  1864  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  his  settlement  in 
Medway  was  celebrated,  and  he  delivered  a  historical 
discourse  on  the  occasion,  in  which  he  furnishes  the 
experiences  of  his  pastoral  life,  and  which  was  his 
first  and  only  one.  On  that  occasion  there  was  a 
large  attendance  of  clergymen  in  the  vicinity  and 
from  different  parts  of  the  State,  and  other  friends  of 
the  pastor,  who  bestowed  on  him  the  honors  he  had 
justly  won  by  the  faithful  labors  of  an  active  pastor 
for  more  than  fifty  years.  Several  original  poems 
were  written  for  the  occasion,  one  by  Hon.  Charles 
Thurber,  and  another  by  Rev.  William  M.  Thayer. 
There  was  a  large  congregation  of  people  during  the 
whole  day  and  in  the  evening,  and  he  received  many 
tributes  of  respect  and  veneration  from  his  own  peo- 
ple and  the  distinguished  friends  from  abroad.  He 
remained  the  pastor  of  this  people  for  more  than 
sixty-five  years,  and  to  the  day  of  his  death. 

Jn  some  remarks  which  Dr.  Park,  of  Andover, 
made  on  this  anniversary,  he  condensed  his  whole 
character  in  a  few  lines:  , 

"Thus  does  the  influence  of  a  good  man  diffuse 
itself  through  the  community,  and  a  faithful  preacher, 
even  if  he  be  an  invalid,  is  a  city  set  upon  a  hill, 
which  cannot  be  concealed.  Dr.  Ide  has  been  an  in- 
valid throughout  his  entire  ministerial  life,  but  by  his 
example  in  his  parish,  by  his  judicious  and  thought- 
ful sermons,  by  the  essays  and  discourses  which  he 
has  published,  by  the  volumes  which  he  has  edited, 
by  the  young  men  whom  he  has  educated  for  the 
ministry  he  has  exerted  an  influence  which  has  been 
felt,  and  will  continue  to  be  felt,  in  distant  parts  of 
our  own  land  and  on  the  other  side  of  the  sea." 

His  funeral  occurred  on  the  8th  of  January,  1880, 
and  was  attended  \fy  a  large  concourse  of  clergymen 
and  others.  A  sermon  was  preached  by  Rev.  John 
W.  Harding,  of  Ix)ng  Meadow,  in  which  he  truth- 
fully portrayed  the  character  and  services  of  the  de- 
ceased, and  his  peculiar  merits  as  a  preacher  jBLud 
pastor.    The  discourse  has  been  published. 

In  1827,  Hrown  University  bestowed  on  him  the 
honorary  degree  of  S.T.I).  In  18ir>  he  married  Miss 
Mary  Emmons,  ycuingest  daughter  of  Dr.  Emmons, 
of  Franklin.  He  left  several  children  at  his  death. 
His  oldest  son.  Rev.  .Jacob  Ide,  Jr.,  graduated  at 
Amherst,  and  is  now  the  genial  and  acceptable  pastor 
of  the  chnrrh  at  Mansfield,  Mass.     His  second  son, 

Mexis ,  is  now  in  the  ministry,  but  has  never 

accepted  any  pastoral  charge.  His  daughter  Mary 
was  the  wife  of  Rev.  Charles  Torrey,  who  perished 
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Wtlll.i>.  II.  IIUL 

RuUrlll.tUI-y. 

Edmnl  B.  UiriHDUr. 

Jubu  W- 

Wll iii«™. 

V«.nu.B.li.lW. 

Jiwi|>l.  B.  Utnwuur. 

Ilo)«r(  a,  Fallow.. 

ll.i.ryM.II-l««. 

CI-atlH  r.  D^er. 

JuhD  a«id.y. 

S.  A.  Faraiiji.,11, 

JuDin  BallTd. 

ThgauCi-libiy. 

rhuni«rw,,. 

Da.l.l  K.  IIvl...«. 

Chrl.ll*n  lkll>iip. 

Uinhdl  J.  ChklTH. 

Juu.  I.  Flalil. 

l,U>yU  llolgH. 

Olcli  W.  Dallou. 

UlDlianI  Ftald. 

Jiun«A.B.Ilg(l. 

AlT.1,  it  rtuu:.K 

Wllll->i>  W.  Fltl-^r. 

Juuu.!    Il..al. 

P«rry  A.  I).ll.w. 

l.nnul  II.  Okxlwlik. 

(»Hri«.  K.  FULiit. 

Sl^vl."!.  ItallQU. 

OoprgoA-OirWi-. 

ai.vl»lluyl.. 

Jol.D  Bamac. 

AllHIl  r.  01. Bod. 

Ilaurg.1  W.  ll..rl-.u. 

e«mu(l  a.  Buiill. 

G™r«.  n.OluIlen. 

Uoury  BguualL 

B.njL.uilal'.Fiiil.ur. 

J««M'  Wfl". 

aourgsW-OlHrk. 

ELiiii-^or  Fl»ks. 

B..r.H  8.  Hurl-i.. 

WlllloiD  W.  Diifaoi.. 

JU.I.M  llugL.^. 

Ilinry  A.  ninckllilon 

Ijiaruiii'u  Kluiiugiiii, 

Guursa  lli.U»rd. 

Jullui  3.  Ul»)i(. 

Il.ury  N.  llibl,. 

Jia.'pl.  8.  IIUI.U 

Will  loin  A.  Bluko. 

ITnmk  Cola. 

Fr..ikll>>  F-lor. 

Braruit  S.  01  Ui. 

Fnuk  W.  CoIl 

Atrr,  Furl-.. 

Frtrt-ll.DliK, 

lUnrj  W.  (Jul.. 

Uklia.l  Foy. 

II mini  P.  Bllu. 

Ixiring  ColB. 

1W..I.I  K.  Franklin. 

Q-rt.  B.Jackmi. 

SJirau^l  P.  DII-. 

WBllim  A,  Cula. 

AlH.1  B.  nii^k. 

(ivMgu  W.  Froucli. 

ElUaiJ  k.  J..D..IUCL 

Gsorgt  K.  UoirBD. 

J»J.i.  h.  Uuylu,. 

Fniicii  Com  In. 

li™rs«l-Jill»m. 

J«,>«  Bu,le. 

-FcmucllCujIiT. 

,l.™,i.li  |-Iili=r. 

lll.tLA.a.u«,. 

Cl.'tin  W.  Umji. 

TI.UUUU  0.>i»nii. 

ai.ln  <!.  B«g(. 

Adul,.h  (^,u|,.. 

S.iiiii.1'1  K.  (ii.;. 

Alfosl  A.  UHtfE.. 

CrgB  W.  UU..I.I1. 

IWil.r  H.  Jutil«o. 

Aiun  E.  UDkei- 

WIIIUuu  II.  UuxUiu. 

S|,c.rji:..J. 

Alllu  A.J.aOlu. 

A,Ih,.r  B.l«<» 

Clmrl.i  II.  BrIgtIL 

OKar  D.  Cuuiniluii. 

Juiai.h  F.  (iillurd. 

KUwwnl  3.  Brlggi. 

Jul.  II  a  Ounmiliin. 

auutaD  tv.  uii.a. 

*ll«rt  «■.  UriM.. 

JaM«  Kni.ali. 

ObtrlH  Urigliiu. 

Gllbctl  A.  (lufT. 

ODuigi  W.  Urockitt. 

Nalli.n  11.  liiirllag. 

Kiialgi.  E.  K,n.r. 

OrHII.I,.Du,i, 

JaCMli  U....lt.|-. 
Juhii  11.  G.allri'y. 

I'Hlil.k  Kail.-,. 
Jam,,  K»ll.,.  Jr. 
ll.iLli.  K.-.iiii.ly. 

>  A  Ibt  or  (l»lr  xuPd 

tat,  b*  fuuiid  lu   Dr.  KliJiu',  "  1 

.lilt/ or 

Uwl.  (iui.ytu. 

lU.s,.r  K.iin-1/, 

■  y,,r«hlfJ  l./  IJ.  l-ort. 

.Jr. 

IMW  f^Blll-/, 

Tarrvlico  K.i^f.nlJ'. 
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Willinm  IT.  KlngMley. 
Kilwnnl  (*.  Kimpp. 
K|ilirniiii  W.  Knnpp. 
OtiM  II.  Kiinpp. 
Jiini<*«  D  Knight. 
Ilenimn  Krnhr. 
Dcmnnl  lioncliliii. 
IlolN*rt  l<()iig)ilin. 
Jumps  TjIms. 

Georgp  A.  ]<e<lilinglii(m. 
Ikriijumiii  Lon-ls. 
IhMiJnniiii  F.  Lincoln. 
Ilnrnro  R.  Linrtiln. 
Fmnk  (■.  Iititlicr. 
Frm  lijron. 
llnijnniiii  W.  liliifrio. 
Kdward  NHpcm. 
NicliolnH  Nrrnry. 
Ilrnry  Nickeitwin. 
l)f>An  Niclc«rKoH. 
rim r In  Niloa. 
Ci'orpc  11.  N«irton. 
^Villlnui  A.  Nye. 
William  A.  AIncilonald. 
John  F.  Mnkiiiflon. 
Jamrfl  Bln«nn. 
Henry  Martin. 
Homer  llotcnir. 
John  BliUhrll. 
David  N.  Bliiin. 
L«*onl<laii  BffK-k. 
Charlna  Bl.  Blorse. 
Fnink.  II.  Molt. 
Kitlpnr  A.  Blin«\ 
William  Blortisnn. 
Koyal  W.  BlonlUm. 
(larneiit  Blyew. 
ll«rnry  BInllen. 
ThoniRS  Blurrny. 
Mat! hew  BInrphy. 
Biichaol  BIcGnnn. 
Jamee  BfcDonnld. 
TliomaM  BIcKenna. 
Barney  BIcTaf^ne. 
Jnioph  BlcNnme0. 
William  BIcKlnley. 
DnninI  O'Hrien. 
William  (r(!onner. 
Alexander  0' Donovan. 
Bllchaei  0*Rrgan. 
Thomas  O'Neal. 
William  O'Nenl. 
TiUthnr  Oiney. 
John  Quinlej'. 
Clinrlet  Qiiinn. 
Blirhiiel  Qninn. 
John  K.  Pape. 
Kiiward  K.  i'aine. 
l>MwnMl  i».  Piirmenlcr. 
AngnxtUH  Pitit. 
Winner  Park. 
Henry  W.  Park, 
.lohn  D.  i*cac«K:k. 
(;r.>rpi-  (».  Perk. 
<IiHirKi»  U.  PiMiire. 
Ilonitio  N.  Perry. 
Jnnnf«  A.  IVrry. 
Cliailfs  II.  A.  Perry. 
Iiorpn7.<»  F.  PldRe. 
KIliB  Pierce. 
J<ino|ili  W.  Pleiro. 
n<Mijaiiihi  Plnre. 
Lo^lrr  A.  PffkiiiH. 
Kiiffine  C.  Pike. 
John  II.  Placo. 
Allen  L.  Potttr. 
KIkmIcb  II.  Prof'-t. 


Chrltrtlan  Proxolla. 
Frank  F..  nea«l. 
Klijah  II.  lUad,  Jr. 
Nathan  11.  ili-ad. 
8.  Tyler  Head. 
Kdniund  Itend. 
George  K.  Read. 
J.  Tl.  Roynoldfl. 
William  Remlinger. 
Day  Ilea  D.  Richarda. 
Fmnk.  A.  Richanla. 
Andrew  J.  Rirharda. 
Rngene  H.  Richards. 
Rdwin  r.  Uichanlson. 
1C4lgar  Rirhanlaon. 
Willinni  <).  Kirhanlflon. 
Thomafl  Rohn. 
Janiofl  If.  RoWrtB. 
George  11.  Ilohinflon. 
Wniiani  If.  Rogers, 
(lerflhoii  R.  Rounds. 
Ge«»rge  W.  Rollins. 
Cliarles  E.  Ryonson. 
Thomas  0.  Snndland. 
Joh  n.  Snvery. 
Ahrahani  1).  Savory. 
Charles  Sense. 
RlwanI  Seavey. 
diaries  Scldler. 
Edwin  C.  SheiHinlson. 
George  W.  Simmons. 
Philip  Shields. 
JnnieR  R.  Sherman. 
Donnis  Slianiion. 
Jnnies  Short. 
John  Slater. 
Willnrd  K.  Slado. 
Gideon  C.  Slado. 
John  N.  Smith. 
Frank.  G.  Smith. 
Danlol  H.  Smith. 
riinrlosSmitii. 
William  II.  Smith. 
tJeorpe  Smith. 
Elion  S.  Smith. 
William  N.  Smith. 
Granville  S.  Smith. 
William  (».  Smith. 
Lewix  Smidt. 
Charles  W.  Sncll. 
Orlnton  L.  Solos. 
John  J.  Solomon. 
James  H.  Springer. 
Albert  Standish. 
Frank  Stanley. 
Stephen  Stanley. 
Artemns  W.  Stanley. 
Timothy  A.  Stanley. 
BHIttm  Stanley,  Jr. 
AnuM  0.  Stanton. 
Fmnk  W.  Stanton. 
Samuel  T.  Starkey 
William  Stone. 
Jiihn  K.  Siroeter. 
Henry  A.  Sireeter. 
William  Sireeter. 
Biichaol  Sullivan. 
Thdmafi  ('.  Sweet. 
William  Swift. 
Eeben  L.  Sylvester. 
Kdwaril  K.  Starkey. 
Selh  TallKill.    * 
Ephraini  Tnppnn. 
William  S.  Tnppan. 
Ahialiam  Tnppan. 
William  II.  Thayer. 
Ahiathnr  H.  Thayer. 


John  Thomas. 
Thomas  Thoni|inon. 
Kamnel  Thom|ison. 
.lames  W.  Thomas. 
Arthur  W.  Thornton. 
John  Tohan. 
Frank  ll.Tisdale. 
Chariee  F.  Tirrell. 
James  R.  Tisdale. 
John  Tminor. 
Almon  H.  Tucker. 
Roecoo  Ij.  Tucker. 
Cheater  L.  Turner. 
William  H.  Wade. 
Btartin  Walch. 
Ahijah  T.  Walea. 
Lewis  Walker. 
Charles  0.  Wallace. 
George  F.  Wallace. 
Elliot  BI.  Wallace. 
Henderson  Watson. 
Jacob  We  is. 
I*atrick  Welch. 
Charles  H.  Weaver. 


Manfred  H.  Weaver. 
John  A.  Whaley. 
Ridwrt  K  Whipple. 
I'renttan  M.  Whillng. 
Henry  M.  White. 
Otis  H.  White. 
Silas  Whitney,  Jr. 
Horace  It.  Whitney. 
John  0.  White. 
Horatio  0.  Whittier. 
John  F.  Wllklnaon. 
Bdwin  8.  Williams. 
Erastns  F.  Willlanw. 
Charles  F.  WiUlamt. 
Henry  WiUlama. 
Ronnseville  Wlllianw. 
George  H.  Willis. 
A.  6.  Wilaon. 
Joseph  Wilson. 
John  0.  Wilmarth. 
George  H.  Wilmarth. 
John  0.  Wilmarth. 
William  Worger. 
James  Wineor. 


Berkley. — Barnabass  Crane  (erroneously  on  the 
iombslone  Bernice)  was  born  in  1744,  and  was  an 
only  child,  his  mother  a  widow.  He  came  to  Berkley 
from  Sandwich.  Mass.,  when  young.  Was  married  to 
Joanna  Axtel,  of  New  Jersey.  He  was  a  soldier  in 
the  war  of  the  devolution,  and  lived  to  the  age  of 
ciji;bty-six  years.  Died  November,  1830.  Joanna,  his 
wife,  was  born  March  20,  1740,  and  diwl  May  6, 1846, 
aged  one  hundred  years,  one  month,  and  fifteen  days. 
They  had  six  children, — Abiathar,  Benjamin,  Lurana, 
Jemima,  liarnabass,  and  William. 

Benjamin  Crane,  the  second  son  of  Barnabass  and 
Joanna  Crane,  was  born  Sept.  11,  1768.  In  his  boy- 
hood he  worked  on  a  farm.  He  had  no  opportunity 
to  obtain  an  education,  excepting  a  few  weeks  in 
winter.  After  a  few  years  he  became  a  sailor-boy, 
and  feeling  the  need  of  education  to  advance  him  in 
his  calling  he  studied  mathematics  and  navigation. 
He  soon  after  became  a  sea-captain,  and  followed  the 
coasting-trade  until  two  or  three  years  after  his  mar- 
riage, when  he  abandoned  that  pursuit  and  purchased 
a  small  farm  three-quarters  of  a  mile  east  of  Berkley 
Common.  On  this  rocky  farm  of  about  seventy  acres 
he  and  his  wife  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives. 
Alinda  Crane  died  Sept.  3,  1854,  in  the  seventy-sixth 
year  of  her  age.  Benjamin  Crane  died  Oct.  10, 1855, 
in  the  eighty-eighth  year  of  his  age.  They  had  ten 
children  ;  nine  of  them  grew  up, — Silas  Axtel,  Benja- 
min, Daniel,  Abiel  Briggs,  Asahel  Hathaway,  Thomas 
Briggs,  Caroline,  Abiathar,  and  Lucy.  Although 
without  the  advantjiges  of  an  education  theinKelvea, 
yet  they  somehow  from  the  beginning  stimulated  all 
their  children  to  unusual  mental  effort.  The  little 
farm-house  was  a  house  of  books  and  study  for  their 
children.  Benjamin  Crane  was  an  honest  and  just 
man,  and  entered  heartily  into  all  the  plans  of  his 
children  for  their  advancement.  His  wife,  Alinda, 
during  many  years  of  her  married  life,  had  the  cares 
of  a  large  family  with  all  the  other  labors  of  a  New 
England  farmer's  wife,  yet  she  retained  through  her 


whole  life  a  cheerful  and  wonderful  eliulicitjr  of 
spiritK.  She  wan  ever  iilivo  to  the  InlellectUiil  growth 
of  her  children,  fttid  very  tiiiicb  of  their  uucceoii  in 
life  was  due  to  faithful  truiniog  in  uiorHl  ami  religious 
lostructinn.  Frooi  the  little  one-story  f&rm-lKfUBe  they 
sent  forth  their  children. 

Siliu  A.  CniuD  wua  Uorn  Oct.  21,  17!IU.  Iii  Witl  liu 
grnduated  from  Itmwn  Uiiiver^iity,  liiiving  lillud  hlnt- 
uelf  for  college  oiid  paying  his  way  through  by  leiidi- 
iag.  He  wan  an  excellent  scliolnr,  taking  the  seiximl 
honors  of  his  clatss,  nnd  for  &  tiino  wa«  tutor  in  the 
University,  lie  becunio  un  Epiacopal  clergymnn,  re- 
ceived the  degree  of  doctor  of  divinity,  and  for  a  few 
years  was  president  of  Keinper  College,  in  St.  Louis. 
The  last  thirty  years  (if  his  life  he  was  rector  of  St, 
Luke's  Church,  Eiutt  Greenwich,  11.  I.  lie  was  a 
profound  scholar,  un  eiiniest  Christiun,  respected  and 
veneruted  by  his  people  and  all  who  knew  him. 
Among  the  bishops  and  clergy  of  the  RpiBcopnl 
Church  there  wna  no  abler  or  wiaer  couurwtor.  He 
(lied  July  lU,  1872.  He  married  Mary  Eliutlwtb 
Usrtin,  of  Providence,  H.  I. 

Benjamin  Crane  was  bom  Sept,  18,  1804,  and  was 
educated  at  Brown  University.  He  had  an  acute 
logical  and  analytical  miud,  witli  an  aptness  and 
deurnesa  of  explunation  and  demouHtraliou  that 
made  him,  for  all  wlio  desired  inutrtiction,  u  most  iid- 
miralile  educator.  He  followed  the  piufcssion  of  a 
teacher  for  many  years,  was  a  merchant  for  a  time, 
and  then  retired  to  hh  farm.  He  wan  a  devoted  dis- 
ciple of  his  Master,  and  in  active  life  and  usefulneiui 
he  passed  away,  Nov.  11,  1861.  He  married  Sephm- 
nia  Paull.  of  Berkley,  Mass, 

Daniel  Crane  waa  born  Oct.  G,  1800.  He  was  edu- 
cated at  Brown  University  and  al  Union  College. 
Much  of  his  life  has  been  spent  nwuy  from  the  ordi- 
nary intercourse  of  men  and  husinesi.  He  has  ac- 
quired a  vast  amount  of  information  from  books,  has 
a  good  knowledge  of  Greek  classicu,  is  an  excellent 
Latin  Bcholar,  and  has  read  in  the  original  many  of 
the  best  Italian,  Spanish,  n^nd  French  authors.  In 
ancient  and  modern  history,  in  the  ICngliiih  classics, 
poets,  and  in  Old  English  he  is  thoroughly  versed. 
He  has  stored  his  retentive  memory  from  childbood 
to  old  age  with  knowledge,  and  is  now  us  guileless  as 
a  child,  spending  the  remainder  of  his  days  wiih  u 
relative  in  Aliron,  Ohio.     He  married  Margaret  Cuni- 

Asahel  H.  Crane  was  bom  April  15, 1311.  He  was 
engaged  in  teaching  school  for  a  number  of  years, 
then  entered  into  mercantile  husineus,  and  was  in  the 
Union  army  until  its  close.  He  married  Jerusha  0, 
Nichols,  of  Taunton,  Waaa.,  and  after  lier  death  waa 
married  to  Asenatli  Mitchell,  of  Bndgewater,  Moaa. 
He  died  June  Ui,  1880. 

Thomas  B.  Crane  was  born  June  IG,  1814.  He 
began  life  un  a  clerk,  auhsequently  going  into  busi- 
ness for  himself.  Several  yeura  he  wiu  in  Nantucket 
under  the  firm  of  Prntt  &  Crane.     He  was  associated 


with  his  brother  Abiatbar  in  mercantile  bu 
Circcncuslliiund  Ihdnbridge,  ia  Indiana,  during  which 
liniu  he  was  in  California  for  e.  year  or  twu.  A  few 
yeatn  aher  b«  purchased  a  farm  near  Terre  Haute, 
Ind.,  romainiug  tlicre  until  his  death,  which  oo- 
Gurreii  May  1!>,  1882,  Ho  marriud  Dlarln  P.  Andma, 
of  IWrkley.  Alter  her  death  bu  marrii^l  Kmily 
Wood,  of  Middlelmrough.  M»».. 

Caroline  Crane  was  iHini  Due.  I,  IHlti.  She  was 
cduwitcd  by  her  brother,  the  licv.  Silas  A.  Urnnc, 
U.n.,  and  was  married  to  ihu  Hon.  Oeorge  P.  Marsh 
in  1839.  l-'rom  IIM'J  to  IBiH  her  hutbaud  wa-  in 
Congress;  from  ISdU  lu  1964  United  StAtei  minister 
at  CunstHNiinople.  In  1861  he  waa  appointed  min- 
ister plenipotentiary  to  Italy,  which  oWce  he  h«ld 
nutil  bis  di'ath,  in  July,  188'J.  Xrs.  Man-h  ta  mm 
residing  in  rioronce,  Italy.  She  was  peculiarly 
fitted  to  Iw  the  compiini'in  of  this  extraordinary 
niiin,  one  of  the  most  eminent  linguists  and  i4iiloli>- 
gists  in  our  country.  This  inletlcctnal  and  culli- 
viiled  w<nniin,  speaking  aevcral  language  and  cnn- 
vcrsKUt  with  the  literature  nf  several  olhcn,  has  been 
much  admired  for  her  ]>c>rsunul  atlractluns,  h«r  great 
cun  versulinnal  jiowers,  and  accomplisUmuntii.  Her 
many  charities  ujnl  iilHirts  for  tlio  cluculioii  und  iiH- 
provcmciit  of  the  poorer  classes  in  Italy  have  gruatif 
uiidearecl  her  to  the  pe»t>le. 

Aliialliar  Crane  was  born  April  :;4,  18I'J.  After 
teaching  school  for  a  number  of  years,  he,  with  hia 
brother  Thomas,  went  to  Grccncastlc,  Ind.,  eugaging 
largely  in  mercantile  business,  aubsequenlly  entering 
into  tlie  lumber  trade  in  Hainbridge,  Ind.,  running  i 
two  steam  saw-mills.  He  also  built  a  large  tluur-mlD  ^ 
Lji  Baiiibridgo  at  a  e«>>t  of  about  lorly  thousand  dol- 
lars ;  but  in  less  than  u  year  alter  it  was  in  operation 
he  was  attacked  with  brain  fever  and  lived  but  a  few 
days,  dying  in  tlic  prime  of  life.  As  a  liusiuim  man 
he  was  widely  and  reputably  known  thrtiughoiit  tlie 
Ktate.  He  died  March  S4,  1800.  Hu  married  Caro- 
line, daughter  of  I^vl  L.  Crane,  of  New  lledfurd, 
Mass. 

Lucy  Crane  was  born  April  3,  1822,  and  was  edu- 
cated under  the  guidance  of  her  sister,  Mrs.  George 
1'.  Mursli.  Shu  was  marrii»>l,  in  Countantinople,  lo 
l>r.  Adolpl.i  Wializenua,  ul  the  residence  of  the  Hon. 
Ileorge  1'.  Marsli,  Lbcn  United  SlatiM  minister  lo  Tur- 
key.   They  now  reside  in  8t.  I^iuis. 

Dr.  WisliKcnns  is  a  cnllivaled  gentleman,  is  well 
known  us  a  naturalist  and  scholar,  and  is  u  careful 
and  successful  physician.  Mrs.  WiHli/enns  is  an  at- 
tractive and  educated  woman,  and  sjicaks  fluently 
French  and  German.  She  has  a  good  knowleilge  of 
music,  and  is  an  accomplished  perfornieron  the  piano 

Abiel  It., Crane  waa  born  .Tnne  IS,  ISOS.  At  the 
age  ol*  seventeen  he  wiks  employed  iks  clerk  in  New- 
bcrne,  N.  C,  retiiaining  there  fur  three  years  with  Iho 
exception  of  the  summer  months,  which  were  s|H:ut 
at  his  father's.    When  twenty  years  of  age  lia  oftcnod 
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a  store  in  Berkley.  He  was  married  to  Emma  T. 
Porter  8ept  21, 1820.  8lio  was  tlio  dauglitcr  of  Tis- 
dnlo  and  Jlcbecra  Porter,  of  Derkley.  During  ilio 
next  few  years  he  was  in  business  in  Newbeme,  N.  C, 
Valley  Falls,  R.  J.,  Assonet  Tillage,  Mass.,  and  Talla- 
hassee, Fla.  In  the  fall  of  1839  he  entered  into  co- 
partnership  with  Caleb  Bryant.  They  conducted  a 
wholesale  and  retail  store  in  Boston  until  a  building 
had  been  fitted  up  for  Uieir  business  in  Taunton. 

Mr.  Crane  continued  doing  business  in  Taunton 
under  the  firm  of  Bryant  &  Crane,  or  A.  B.  Crane, 
until  the  year  18/30,  when  he  was  chosen  to  repre- 
sent the  town  of  Berkley  in  the  General  Court  to 
meet  in  Boston  January,  1851.  A  part  of  the  fol- 
lowing three  or  four  years  were  spent  in  Indiana  with 
his  brother  Abiathar.  In  October,  1865,  he  and  his 
brother  Benjamin  ofiened  a  store  at  Weir  villnge, 
Taunton,  but  subsequently  he  bought  his  brother's 
interest,  and  for  a  time  his  son  Samuel  was  with  him. 
In  the  fall  of  18G4  he  was  one  of  the  two  elected  to  rep- 
resent the  district  composed  of  Fairhaven,  Acushnet, 
Freetown,  and  Berkley  in  the  General  Court  of  1865. 
For  a  number  ofyears  he  was  in  company  with  William 
Bsbbltt,  in  the  niAuufACturing  of  juniper  shingles  in 
North  Carolina.  In  1878  he  retired  from  business, 
having  at  tliat  time  a  cataract  on  both  eyes.  Three 
years  later  his  eyes  were  operated  upon  by  Dr.  Wil- 
liams, an  eminent  oculist  of  Boston,  the  operation 
being  so  far  successful  as  to  restore  tiie  sight  of  one 
eye.  From  his  early  life  he  had  a  taste  for  music. 
Attending  the  singing-HchcHdH  of  those  days,  and  ac- 
quiring some  knowledge  of  vocal  music.  Since  then 
his  leisure  time  has  been  spent  in  the  study  of  the 
science  of  music.  He  is  well  known  as  a  composer 
of  sacred  imalmody. 

Mr.  Crane  is  one  of  those  rare  men  in  this  age 
whose  integrity,  honesty,  and  unselfishness  are  such 
that  he  decides  in  matters  involving  his  personal  in- 
terests with  the  same  impartiality  as  between  neigh- 
bors. Under  the  administration  of  President  Jack- 
son he  WAS  fMistmAster  of  Berkley  for  a  number  of 
years.  He  was  ap|>ointed  by  the  Gk>vemor  and  Coun- 
cil a  justice  of  the  |>eAce  for  the  county  of  Bristol,  in 
which  capAcity  he  served  many  ycmjn.  As  a  friend 
to  public  improvements  in  the  town  he  is  distin- 
giiiKhetl.  He  gave  largely  for  the  building  of  the 
Trinitarian  Chapel,  and  was  a  large  contributor 
towards  the  building  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  so  much  needed  in  this  ])1ace.  He  has  been 
one  of  the  trUHtoos  and  one  of  the  l>oard  of  stcwanis 
since  (he  orpin izjtt ion  of  the  MctlnNlist  Kpiscopal 
(•huroh.  It  in  over  filly  years  since  Mr.  Crane  .and 
wife  were  first  united  to  the  church.  They  celebrated 
their  golden  wedding  September,  1879,  their  children, 
grandchildren,  and  many  other  connections  and 
friends  were  present  to  enjoy  that  festal  day. 

They  have  had  six  children, — Emma  Porter,  Alex- 
ander Baxter,  Samuel  Newhall,  Asahel  Porter,  Helen 
Harrison,  and  liebecca  Porter. 


Emma  P.  Crane  was  bom  July  20, 1880.  She  was 
educated  by  her  uncle,  tlic  Itev.  Silas  A.Crane,  D.D., 
of  JCast  Greenwich,  IL  I.  She  was  a  fine  student, 
])omessed  of  a  thoughtfiil  mind,  and  her  perceptive 
and  reflective  fiiculties  are  of  a  high  order.  With  a 
natural  taste  for  music,  she  acquired  a  good  knowl- 
edge of  that  science,  and  for  twenty  yearn  or  more 
has  been  the  organist  at  the  Trinitarian,  now  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  in  Berkley,  where  she  is 
prominent  in  her  liberality  and  In  her  untiring  eflbrts 
to  sustain  the  church,  and  to  carry  forward  the  cause 
of  Clirist  She  was  married  to  Charles  Bissett,  July 
4, 1854,  a  skillful  mechanic  of  Taunton. 

Alexander  B.  Crane  was  bom  April  28, 1888.  He 
graduated  at  Amherst  College  in  1854,  studied  and 
practiced  law  in  Terre  Haute,  Ind.,  and  was  prose- 
cuting attorney  of  the  county  one  term.  In  1862  he 
entered  the  army  as  captain  in  the  Eighty-fifth  Indi- 
ana Infantry,  became  lieutenant-colonel,  and  then 
colonel  of  Uie  regiment  The  r^ment  was  in  the 
Army  of  the  Cumberland  until  tlie  fall  of  Atlanta. 
Then  with  Gen.  Sherman  on  his  march  through 
Georgia  and  the  Carolinaa.  He  was  captured  in 
1883,  and  was  in  I^bby  Prison  several  weeks ;  partici- 
pated in  the  battles  of  the  campaign  in  Tennessee 
and  Georgia,  leading  to  the  capture  of  Atlanta  and 
Savannah,  then  through  South  and  North  Carolina. 
During  the  war  he  was  on  detached  service  as  pro- 
vost-marshal at  Nicholasville,  Ky.,  and  afterwards  at 
Nashville  as  a  member  of  tlie  b<Murd  for  the  examina- 
tion of  officers  for  the  colored  regiments.  At  the 
close  of  the  war  he  married  Miss  Gkiraelia  Mitchell, 
of  New  York  City,  July  12, 1865,  and  has  since  been 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  in  the  city  of  New 
York. 

Samuel  N.  Crane  was  bom  Oct.  6, 1885.  He  went 
to  Indiana  at  fourteen  years  of  age  with  his  uncle, 
Abiathar  Crane,  and  tliere  pursued  his  studies,  also 
assisting  his  uncle  in  business  until  his  uncle's  death. 
He  tlien  returned  home  and  was  in  business  with  his 
father  a  few  years.  At  the  beginning  of  the  war  he 
was  in  Colorado,  and  there  enlisted  as  a  private  in 
Uie  First  Colorado  Regiment,  was  soon  promoted  to 
second  lieutenant,  and  then  to  first  lieutenant.  He 
accompanied  tliis  regiment  on  its  wonderful  march- 
ing and  fighting  campaign  through  New  Mexico. 
During  the  last  year  of  the  war  he  was  on  detached 
service,  acting  assistant  quartermaster  at  Fort  Zarah, 
Kan.,  and  acting  assistant  commiwary  of  subsistence. 
Ader  the  war  c]osc<l  ho  married  Miss  Clara  Rhcxlcs, 
of  Mansfield,  Mass.,  Sept.  G,  18<i5,  and  is  now  residing 
in  the  city  of  New  York  engaged  in  Uie  management 
of  real  estate. 

Asahel  P.  Crane  was  born  Feb.  18,  1888.  He  at- 
tended school  at  an  academy,  and  prepared  himself 
to  fill  the  position  of  a  clerk  in  his  faUier's  store  at 
the  age  of  seventeen.  He  was  very  active,  industri- 
ous, and  faithful,  but  was  only  in  Uie  business  al>out 
one  year,  when  he  was  taken  sick,  and  lived  about 
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four  weeks.     ITe  ilieil  Out.  29,  IS5(>,  in  liU  iiliiolopntli 

Helen  H.  Crime  wiu  Iwm  Feb.  0, 1843.  Slie  Iiait  hud 
rare  opportunitiea  for  •tudjr  anil  liiiitrKVoinent  from 
hRving  been  much  nt  her  life  in  llie  finaliy  (tt  lier 
uncle,  the  lute  Hon.  Oeoi^  P.  Mnnh.  Fur  Mveml 
yean  she  was  in  Rtirne  during  Mr.  Munh'a  lung  resi- 
dence there  ns  Uniictl  SUIeB  ininlttUr  to  tuly,  re- 
ceiving the  ailvautagen  of  Kuru|ie)in  iravol  anU  >ur- 
roiinJed  by  nil  thai  Italy  holils  dear.  Slie  ha*  given 
ipeuiat  attention  Ui  llio  iiLuily  or  mnilern  laMgnugiii, 
and  liiis  a  vivid  a p previa t ion  of  iiiuuv.  tjince  1878 
she  has  ipent  much  lime  in  Pruvid«ui:«,  R.  I.,  giving 
private  instruction  in  the  French  language. 

Hubecca  Porter  Crane  was  Ixirn  March,  14,  IR-R 
She  wan  eiluuated  al  the  female  college  ihuu  i»  Wor- 
cester, Maaa.,  mid  at  a  Bolecl  schuol  for  young  lailicB 
In  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

She  ia  iXMsess^l  of  a  bright  intellectual  mind,  and 
is  reinnrkuble  fur  her  social  quuliliea.  During  lier 
etudieH  die  gave  some  attention  to  music,  and  having 
u  iiiitural  musical  voice  she  becume  a  Ane  ainger. 
Bhe  was  married,  Nov.  16,  1870,  to  the  llev.  Lucius 
B.  Eastman,  Jr.,  a  Trinitarian  Congregational  clergy- 
man nettled  in  Frainingham,  Mass. 

Fall  River.— PobT-OFFiCE.— A  |iost-office  was  fimt 
eatnblidhed  in  this  town  Jan.  31,  1811,  with  Charles 
Pitman  as  postmaaler.  March  36,  1813,  the  oflice 
wtu)  removed  to  Sleep  Rrook,  and  there  wus  no  otHce 
in  what  waa  then  the  village  of  Fall  Itiver  until 
Hnrch  18,  181G,  when  the  present  office  was  estab- 
lished, and  Abrnhum  Uowen  was  appointed  povt- 
nmster,  who  held  the  office  until  bis  death,  in  April, 
18^4.  He  was  succeeded  by  his  son,  Jumes  O. 
Bowen,  who  continued  until  July,  1831,  when  he  was 
succeeded  by  Benjamin  Anthony.  Mr,  Anthony  held 
the  office  until  within  u  few  days  of  liis  decease,  June, 
183(i.  Caleb  R.  Vickcry  wiis  stkio  allcr  appointed, 
and  continued  until  Dec.  31,  IM'J,  wiiuii  he  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Jnmea  Forde,  who  held  tlie  office  until  July 
],  1S1)3.  He  was  succeeilcd  by  James  M.  Morton, 
who  held  the  office  until  Oct.  1,  1857.  He  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Ehenezer  Slocnm,  who  held  the  office  nnlil 
Dec.  18,  18iil.  He  was  succeeded  by  Edwin  Bhuw, 
who  served  until  March  1,  1875.  Ho  was  succeeded 
by  Clicsler  W.  Qreene,  who  served  until  April  15, 
1881.     William  S.  Oreene  is  the  present  incumbent. 

Unitarian  Church.'— Enrly  in  1832  it  wan  ascer- 
tained that  a  considerable  number,  njid  among  them 
some  of  the  most  enterprising  and  wealliiy  men  of 
the  pliice,  hiid  bt'come  diaairecled  with  the  measures 
and  services  of  the  orthodox  deuomiuiitions,  nnd 
would  unite  in  forming  a  suclety  for  n  uinre  nilloiial 
wonibip.  Immediate  nicnaurcs  were  adopted  for  the 
inuorjmriitiiui  and  organizulion  of  nucIi  ii  siicioty. 
Bcventy-foiir  iiernons  uigned  an  nsrecinenl,  of  which 
the  following  ia  an  L-xlriicl: 


iln*l.lc  i»ltllrc~<4niKlMi»  Irll<'»•lll|^  Huttltond  I9  ■fUiiHjr  <n-h 

■innHKilu  |1>(  h\gW  tdtuitacu  and  iwiirrlHt  iHllntMMs  uT  **Ilcl>i- 
•i<»l  liMnwUuB  in  mutalt  mid  tirili>aa.  mihI  <d  tli*  ii»a<lla«>i  nnd  nt- 
ilfihaL  wtfratiliivT  AlH^gblj  Owl,  <to  —mlalB  HfwdTH  t^t  CI4  parivaa 
ri  Ciniluf  .  tiligiiiwHal*(]r,ttil*>vn>>lili*UulU'li>uaacl.iy  •■(  ttMm 


The  iil)nvc  extrnet  is  cnpird  rri>tu  a  circular  atdisf- 
ijucntly  iatued,  lait  our  historian  has  bncii  uunlilc  to 
Itml  the  ufficiul  recunU  uf  the  society  fur  the  Hral  fe«r 
year>ioriisexistt.-nee.  Of  theseveiiiy-fonr  sulwcriliora 
rcferriMl  to  it  has  been  a»cortained  that  the  fnlloiriiig  J 
nsmca  were  among  the  nnnihor,  although  puuiMy  I 
some  of  them  may  not  have  united  with  the  sucietf  ^ 
until  the  following  year:  Nntlianirl  It.  Ihinlini,  I'ul- 
rick  Wright,  Pcleg  H.  Karl,  J.ocph  Itiiv,  llumtio 
N.  Ounn,  Citleb  II.  Vickcry,  A.  (}.  BhmriHnu,  JtBi-pli 
H.  Cook,  Sitmncl  B.  Allen,  Otis  Lincoln,  Kbeuerer 
Luther,  I<ewis  L.  Arnold,  James  C.  Antliony,  Alvin 
CInrb,  Samuel  S.  Thastcr,  Foster  Rmiiier,  Hesekiah 
Itattelle,  Joaejdi  Oooding,  Daniel  l'ain«,  Thomas  J. 
Pickering,  Thomas  Tosker,  Snniuei  Hatliawny,  Kira 
Marvell.  William  Read,  David  A.  Valentine,  William 
H.  Hawkins,  Itenjamin  ll.Sisson,  W.  W.  Nye,  Charln 
Pease,  James  Ford,  llrudford  Durfee,  John  Momiu, 
John  Lindsay,  Daniel  Closs,  John  llowcnck,  I.  8. 
IIIiven,S.  D.CntKin,  Israel  Drayton.  Oliver  S.  Ilawcs, 
Joseph  Nye,  William  T.  Wood,  Nutlian  PnUl,Thnaiu 
D.  Chaloner,  Phineus  W.  Leland,  John  Oliatburn, 
James  S.  Warner,  Moses  Lnwton,  WilUrd  Winter, 
Leander  Borden,  Holder  Borden,  Abel  Bonlcn,  Jr., 
Kichard  II.  Smith,  John  D.  Winchestsr,  Jene  Ea4)r,— 
Edmund  Davis,  Walter  C.  Ourfee,  Dhvib  A.  Blokt^-'^ 
Samuel  Weal,  Wiirren  Carpenter,  Hugh  Ouul,  Iten- 
jamin I).  Sisson,  William  Muiiday,  Israel  tlHrdeD, 
Iloherl  0.  Brown,  Abraham  8.  Newell, Gideon  Hatch, 
Henry  Lyon,  Stephen  Davol,  Benjamin  Sweet. 

Tlieiie  svvenly-lbur  subscribers  were  owners  of 
|>rojH!rLy  to  more  llian  ijoitblu  Die  auiouiit  of  that 
which  was  posHCssod  >>y  members  of  eillier  of  the 
six  other  religiouH  societies  then  in  the  village. 
Measures  were  soon  tnken  tu  build  a  more  elegant 
nnd  commodious  house  for  worship  Iliuu  wns  al  that 
time  in  the  town,  whicli,  after  many  delays,  wns  ac- 
complished in  the  spring  of  1835.  During  the  three 
years  intervening  the  society  hired  fur  u  time  the  old 
Baptist  meeting-house,  which  stood  on  the  then  di- 
viding line  between  Massnehusetts  and  Rhode  Island, 
just  north  of  the  head  uf  Columbia  Street,  and  sub- 
sequently the  Prciibyteriun  Church  on  A  ua  wan  Street, 
recently  vacated,  which  occupied  the  site  uf  the 
liri'scnt  sell  u»l- ho  use. 

No  regular  pastor  wan  secnreil  until  IBtH,  when 
Rev.  Oeorge  W.  llriggs,  a  reeciit  Harvaril  graduate, 
was  ordained,  and  began  his  bdairs  on  Anawan 
Kireet.  The  following  year  the  uew  laiildiug  was 
ciiniplctcd  ami  formally  dei1iciiti.'d.  This  hund-vmie 
edilice  was  located  on  the  southeast  corner  of  tJCMinJ 
and  Ikinleu  Streets,  atrd  cost,  witii  the  organ,  nearly 
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twenty  thoiiHnnd  dollars.  Unfortunately  for  the  wel- 
fare of  the  society,  hefore  the  completion  of  the  house 
two  of  the  most  interesteil  ami  wealthy  nionihers  died, 
an<l  their  property,  amounting  to  several  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  ))assed  to  those  belonging  to  other 
denominations,  several  more  had  removed  from  the 
town,  and  cpiite  a  number,  during  a  period  of  religious 
excitement,  which  appeared  to  be  directed  against  the 
new  set^t  particularly,  finally  returned  to  the  orthodox 
fold,  leaving  the  society  financially  in  a  crippled  con- 
dition. Assistance,  however,  was  obtained  from  other 
towns  and  cities,  and  money  enough  eventually  raised 
to  nearly  pay  olf  the  debt.  Mr.  Ilrigjj:s,  who  some 
vears  since  received  the  honorable  title  of  D.D.,  re- 
mained  with  the  society  until  1887.  lie  was  an  able 
preacher  and  an  excellent  pastor,  and  his  resignation 
was  received  with  much  sorrow  and  regret.  Mr. 
Hripgs  was  temporarily  succeeded  by  lie  v.  Warren 
Burton,  and  in  1840,  A.  0.  L.  Arnold  was  installed. 
His  services,  however,  not  being  acceptable,  he  re- 
maineil  but  a  short  time,  and  was  followed,  in  1843, 
by  John  F.  W.  Ware.  The  other  pastors  were  as 
follows:  Samuel  Longfellow,  ordained  Feb.  Ifi,  1848; 
Josiah  K.  Waite,  installed  Sept.  15, 18r)2;  William  H. 
Smith,  ordained  in  1860;  Charles  W.  Buck,  in  1864; 
Joshua  Young,  in  1869;  Charles  H.  Tindell,  in  1875; 
and  Edward  F.  Hay  ward,  in  1877.  The  latter  sent  in 
his  resignation  in  December,  1882,  to  takeefl'ect  the  Ist 
of  the  following  month,  and  at  the  time  of  this  writing. 
May,  1883,  no  one  has  been  called  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

In  the  early  part  of  1859  a  proposition  was  made 
to  remove  the  church  edifice  to  some  place  north  of 
tlie  stream,  in  onler  better  U)  accommodate  a  majority 
of  the  members  who  resided  in  that  part  of  the  city. 
Tliis  project  met  with  decided  opposition  from  mem- 
bers residing  in  the  vicinity  of  the  house,  some  of 
whom  were  the  most  liberal  supporters  of  the  so- 
ciety. After  holding  many  meetings  and  much  dis- 
cussion, it  was  voted,  at  a  special  meeting  held  for 
the  purpose,  Oct.  19, 1859,  that  the  building  be  taken 
clown,  and  removed  to  its  present  fine  location  on 
North  Main  Street,  a  proceeding  which  caused  a  loss 
t4»  the  societv  of  at  least  one  of  its  oldest  and  most 
prominent  members.  This  project  was  carried  into 
effect  the  following  year,  and  some  changes  made  in 
itH  internal  arrangement,  making  it  a  pleasant  and 
commodious  house  of  worship. 

The  present  officers  of  the  society  are:  Moderator, 
AVillinm  F.  Hooper;  Clerk,  Samuel  lladfield;  Treas- 
urer, Edward  S.  Adjims;  Standing  (-ommittoc,  .lo- 
s(*ph  llcalcy,  .lames  M.  Aidricli,  NalhanicI  \\.  Bor- 
den. 

Fall  River. — A  free  publi(r  library,  whore  the 
people  of  both  sexes  and  all  classes  may  have  easy 
and  constant  access  to  a  large  and  well -stored  treas- 
ury of  the  world's  lore  in  literature,  science,  and  art, 
is  the  crowning  glory  of  that  system  (»f  public  educa- 
tion which  lias  been,  from  her  earliest  history,  the 
j>ride  of  Miussachusetts.     The  system  of  public   in- 


struction in  the  common  schools,  excellent  as  it  is, 
closes  witli  the  period  of  childhood.  The  great  and 
important  work  of  eilucating  the  people  demands  an 
agency  which  shall  continue  its  operation  aAer  the 
school-days  are  over,  and  when  the  active  duties  of 
mature  age  have  been  reached.  To  meet  this  demand 
the  system  of  public  libraries  was  inaugurated,  the 
first  institution  of  the  kind  known  to  the  world  being 
established  in  Massachusetts  in  1853. 

In  1860  an  ordinance  was  passed  by  the  city  gov- 
ernment of  Fall  River  for  the  establishment  of  a  free 
public  library,  and  an  appropriation  made  for  its 
nmintenancc.  A  library-room  was  provided  in  the 
City  Hall  building,  and  properly  fitted  for  the  pur- 
pose. The  Fall  River  Athennium,  established  in 
1835,  transferred  to  the  city  its  collection  of  some 
2400  volumes ;  other  contributions  were  made  by  as- 
sociations and  individuals,  and  the  library  was  opened 
to  the  public  May  1,  1861.  During  the  first  year  the 
subscribers  numbered  1248,  to  whom  were  delivered 
30,252  volumes,  at  an  average  of  nearly  100  volumes 
per  day. 

The  successful  experience  of  each  year  since  its 
organization  has  afforded  conclusive  evidence  of  the 
usefulness  and  stability  of  the  institution.  The  num- 
ber  of  volumes  rapidly  increased,  and  the  original 
space  assigned  to  the  library  soon  became  too  limited 
for  its  use,  and  various  expedients  were  resorted  to 
for  temporary  relief,  but  no  adequate  provision  was 
made  until  the  completion  of  the  alterations  of  the 
City  Hall  building  (1872-73),  when  the  lower  floor 
was  arranged  and  fitted  with  every  convenience  for 
thepurpose  of  a  library  and  reading-room.  The  latter 
is  one  of  the  finest  in  the  State,  being  light,  pleasant, 
cheerful,  and  spacious,  and  easy  of  access  to  the  public. 
The  government  of  the  library  is  vested  in  a  board  of 
trustees  consisting  of  the  mayor,  ex  officio^  and  six 
other  citizens.  The  present  librarian  is  Mr.  W.  R. 
Ballard. 

Raynham, — Clergymen  in   Raynham  since  Rev. 

Fisk :  Rev.  Asa  Mann,  from  1873  to  1876;  Rev. 

Francis  H.  Boynton,  from  1876  to  1879.  Only  sup- 
plies from  Sabbath  to  Sabbath  since. 

Rkpresentatives  to  General  Court. — 1868, 
Enoch  King;  1870,  Gineason  H.  Lincoln;  1873, 
Thomas  S.  Cushman;  1876,  Joseph  W.  White;  1878, 
Elmer  Lincoln  ;  1880,  William  O.  Snow. 

In  1869,  1871,  1872,  1874,  1876,  1877,  1879,1881, 
1882,  representatives  from  Easton. 

Si:!.EcrrMi.',N. — 1868,  Enoch  Robinson,  Thomas  P. 
.lohnson,  Thomim  S.  Cushman;  1869-70,  same  boanl 
re-elected;  1871,  Thomas  S.  Cushman,  Enoch  Robin- 
son, Braddock  Field;  1872-73,  re-elected ;  1874,  El- 
mer Lincoln,  Enoch  Robinson,  Samuel  W.  Robinson  ; 
1875,  1876,  1877,  1878,  and  1879,  re-elected;  18S0, 
William  O.  Snow,  Enoch  Robinson,  Thomas  P.  Jolin- 
son  ;  1881,  1882,  and  1883,  re-elected. 

Town  Cij:uks  and  Trkasurkus. — 1868-72,  A.  A. 
Leach;  1873-83,  Joseph  W.  White. 


Hon.  Makoitm  Mohton,  I.L.D,,'  tho  «on  a(  Na- 
tlmiiiel  and  Hary  (Carey)  hlorton,  wub  bom  in  Free- 
town, in  tlio  county  of  Rrislol,  Miunt.,  tliu  lUUi  of 
f'ebruury,  1784.  At  an  early  nge  lie  giive  iiiHrked  in- 
dicfttions  of  talcDt  iiiiii  love  of  Icurning,  iluUriuining 
bis  futher,  u  man  of  great  rcspectiibility  and  worth, 
to  give  liin  tion  a  libeml  education.  He  wan  aucord- 
Ingly  ])lace<l,  at  itie  age  of  rourleen  yean,  under  tliu 
iniitructian  of  ]{cv.  UuWin  Chuilwiok,  of  Itoclical^if, 
an  HccompliHlicd  muclier,  where  lie  pursued  liimatutlicH 
with  Buch  industry  and  Buuceaa  ua  to  enter  Itruwii 
Univeraity  in  tlie  autumn  o(  1801,  a  year  in  advance. 
He  graduated  in  IS<I4  witii  Uie  second  a|ipoiatineiit 
in  hiH  claaa,  having  the  reputation  of  a  talented,  bril- 
liant young  man.  He  at  once  conimenueil  the  study 
gf  liiw  with  Judge  I'odclrnrd,  of  TaunlIllI,bulHUllJliu- 
lnented  Ilia  studies  with  Jiiiu  iii  tlie  Law  Scliool  at 
Litchfleld,  Couu.,  tlien  in  charge  of  Judge  Ileeves, 
one  of  tlie  moat  learned  lawyers  of  his  time.  Here 
Mr.  Morton  waa  aasuiialod  in  aludy  with  John  0. 
Culhomi  and  other  men  afterward  uf  eiuiiienee,  witli 
vrhom  he  formed  a  Ingting  acquaintance.  They  ex- 
preused  an  admiration  fur  the  abilitios  of  the  xtudent 
from  Taunton. 

On  completing  hia  course  of  study  in  Litchfield,  Mr. 
Morton  re-entered  the  office  of  Judge  I'adelford,  and 
on  being  admitted  lo  the  bar  showed  such  remarkable 
ability  that  Governor  Sullivan  olTured  him  the  np- 
pointment  of  county  attorney,  which  he  honorably 
declined  through  his  high  respect  and  friendship  for 
Judge  Pfldelfonl,  who  then  held  the  oljice. 

In  ISll,  liowever,  he  was  appointed  by  Qovernnr 
Gerry,  when  he  accepted  and  held  the  office  foraix 
yeiira.  Some  one  who  wan  fumiliiir  with  his  pnifus- 
aional  career  at  that  period  baa  said  of  him  ;  "  With 
the  skill  and  vigilanceof  the  faithful  prosecutor  were 
always  blended  tho  kinder  feelinga  and  Hympatliies  of 
the  man.  A  love  of  convietion,  irres{>eutive  of  tho 
guilt  of  tlie  accused,  never  wus  his  [roveriiitig  iniilive. 
He  had  no  less  pleasure  in  the  acquittal  of  the  inno- 
cent thun  in  the  conviction  of  the  guilty."  Mr.  Mor- 
ton was  oflered  the  clerkship  of  tho  courts,  which  he 
declined  on  account  uf  his  large  and  lucrative  |iruu- 
tice.  In  131G  he  was  elected  a  member  of  Congress, 
which  was  considered  complimentary  lo  a  Democrat, 
AS  the  district  gave  large  federal  nmjoritiea  to  tMindl- 
dates  for  other  olRccH.  He  wiia  re-elected  in  1818, 
On  the  queiitiou  of  the  admission  of  Missouri  as  a 
sluveholding  State,  Mr.  Morton  took  ground  against 
slavery.  In  1823  he  was  chosen  a  inemborof  the  Kk- 
ecutive  Council,  and  in  1824  was  elected  Lieutenant- 
Governor  on  the  Hiinic  ticket  with  (iovernur  I'^ustis, 
by  whose  death  while  in  office  Mr.  Morton  bucjime 
chief-magistrate.  In  1825  he  wub  re-elected  Lieu- 
ton  an  l-Oovern  or  on  the  ticket  with  Governor  Lin- 
coln, and  in  July,  IB'Ili,  was  appointed  by  Gi 
Lincoln  a  judge  uf  the  Supreme  L'ourt,  and 


nn  tbo  dulioa  of  tlie  ofDce  the  5th  of  tlial  month. 
The  distinguished  ability  with  which  he  discharged 
his  judicial  dutios  for  filteen  ycunt  gave  him  niuk 
among  the  ablest  judges  our  State  has  ever  pioduceil, 
— tho  OBSUclate  and  peer  of  Shaw,  Story,  and  Wilde. 
Hia  judgenbip  oxpiro>l  wlieu  tie  enleied  on  hi*  oHic* 
as  Governor  of  the  umimonwealth,  in  1840.  He  was 
iigain  Ouvnrnor  in  1613.  He  acted  at^i  us  eoUector 
ijfltoflon  four  years.  A  graduate  of  ItriiwR  tlniver- 
ally,  his  Alma  Maler  honored  herself  and  him  by  the 
himorury  degre«  of  LL.D.  in  162S,  which  Harvard 
University  repealed  In  1840. 

Three  sons  of  (Inrornnr  Morton  gntduatol  with  the 
liighest  honors  ui  Drown  Univunity  in  IS^tS,  1840, 
184.^.  His  uni,  Marcnii,  is  present  chief  justice  uf  tlie 
Siipremu  I'ourl  uf  Itlassoubuin'ttt!.  Otiii-T  niitiita  of 
the  family  may  be  found  in  uur  account  of  the  IWnch 
nnd  lUr  of  llristJil  Ciiunly  in  a  preceding  chapter. 

GUARI.E8  IlENlEY  W&uuBK  wus  boni  at  I'lyuiuulh, 
Ma>ui.,Sept,  -li},  mm.  uf  the  old  "  Mayllower"  aiuck,  his 
(kther's  ancestor  being  the  I'ilgrim  Kicburd  Warren, 
while  his  mother  was  a  direct  descendant  of  Governor 
Eilward  Winaluw.  Horn  before  the  close  of  the  eigh- 
teenth century,  as  a  youth  lia  had  full  opportunity  of 
meeting  and  cottveniiiig  with  many  of  the  pniminent 
men  of  the  Itevoluiinn  who  gathered  at  the  ffreside  uf 
tiiii  grandparents,  lieu.  Jniiies  Warren,  uf  Plymoiitli, 
and  his  distinguialied  wife  Mercy  Otis  Wanvii,  whoso 
lives  were  prolonged  nearly  to  the  time  of  bis  enter- 
ing college.  On  his  mother's  side  tlie  WJiislotvs  were 
of  btrong  Tory  convictions,  and  this  blending  of  the 
Whig  and  Tory  curiously  reappeared  in  Clmrlca' 
cbitracter,  wbicli  develofied  in  ader-life  a  strong  ton-  ^ 
ficncy  to  radicalism  on  many  pniiitu  t<:iiiput-cd  by  a 
cautious  cunservalisiu  on  others. 

GriLdnating  at  Harvard  College  in  1817,  he  began 
tliu  study  of  law  in  the  ullici!  of  Judge  TIioiuhs,  at 
I'lymoutb,  Mass.,  anil  oiimplcled  his  studies  with 
Governor  Imv\  Lincoln  at  Worcester.  Alter  leaving 
Governor  J^incohi's  ullice  he  entered  iulo  a  law  part- 
nership at  New  Itdlfurd,  Mass.,  with  Uiiiiiel  Wil- 
liams, then  and  for  muny  years  afterwanis  an  eminent 
member  of  the  Dristol  Itar.  Mr.  Warren's  aiiccewi  at 
the  bar  was  very  early  assured,  bis  acknowleilged 
ability  and  brilliant  forensic  talent  obtainc*!  fur  him 
u  large  practice  and  conspicuous  position.  In  1S33 
iie  WH.1  appointed  district  attorney  for  the  counties 
of  ISristol,  llariislable,  Plymouth,  Nantucket,  and 
JlnkcH,  and  held  that  position  until  ISSD,  widely 
known  for  his  skill  in  the  trial  of  cause*.  He  was 
chosen  a  member  of  tlie  Maioiachusetia  Senate  for 
Itristol  (^nnty,  and  was  an  active  worker  in  (Hililical 
life  as  a  member  of  the  Whig  party.  IHa  quick  wit 
and  readiness  in  debate  gave  bim  great  |>upularlty,aud 
indicated  for  him  early  prominence  in  political  life, 
but  an  Hpiioiiitmeat  us  judge  uf  the  Court  of  C-uiii- 
Liion  i'leiis,  in  I8:!!l,  led  him  to  withdraw  from  public 
tiiiitters.  This  latter  oUice  he  lillcO  with  distinctiuu 
■mtil  1844,  when  lie  resigned,  and  alter  resuming  Uie 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


909 


practice  of  law  for  a  short  time  in  Boston,  accepted, 
in  1846,  the  presidency  of  the  Boston  and  Providence 
Railroad  cor|>oration,  which  he;  held  until  jtist  before 
his  death.  In  1851  he  again  took  part  in  puldic  life  as 
a  member  of  the  MaR<»achusetts  Senate,  and  in  1853 
was  president  of  that  body.  Quick-witted,  thoroughly 
versed  in  Parliamentary  law,  and  courteous  in  man- 
ner, his  influence  was  most  extensive  in  public  life, 
but  it  was  not  to  his  taste,  and  he  again  withdrew, 
and  devoted  the  remainder  of  his  life,  until  1867,  to 
the  interests  cif  the  railroad  corporation,  failing  health 
compelling  him  then  to  resign,  when  he  removed  to 
his  native  town  of  Plymouth,  and  died  there  June 

29,  1874. 

In  social  life  Mr.  Warren,  perhaps,  achieved  his 
greatest  success,  for  he  possesse<l  rare  conversational 
powers,  and  attracted  a  most  brilliant  circle.  At  his 
home  in  New  Bedford,  and  subsequently  at  Boston, 
were  gathered  all  the  great  wits  and  eminent  talkers  in 
sm'ial,  politiail,  and  literary  life,  and  his  numberless 
hnu-moh  and  witty  stories  are  still  fondly  remend)cred 
and  quoted  by  surviving  friends.  His  marked  char- 
acteristics were  a  retentive  memqry,  great  logical  skill, 
keen  wit,  and  a  quickness  which  enabled  him  to  apply 
legal  principles  to  cases  on  trial  with  overwhelming 
force,  to  which  were  added  at  the  bar  an  intense  de- 
votion t<i  the  interests  of  his  client,  and  an  upright 
and  fearless  administration  of  the  law  upon  the  bench. 

The  Pkiiuy  Kamilv. — The  following  daUi  con- 
cerning the  ancestors  of  the  l*erry  family  was  con- 
tributc<l  by  Charles  Perry : 

Olilldren  of  AnUiony  nntl  KH/jiIh^Ui  Porry:  Snmiiol,  liorii  Sept.  10, 
1G48;  ElixAbctli,  l«orii  Oct.  Zn,  1680;  .liuiM,  lK>rn  Oct.  1R,  1flrt2;  Miirjr, 
Imrn  TUk.  9,  in64  ;  MoliittaMp,  Umi  Sopt.  2:5,  1G67;  NnUmnlcl,  Iwrn  Oct 
8,  1WVI». 

Sniiiiirl  Perry  iiinrripil  Mnry  Millrr,  Dec.  12,  1C7A.  Cliililren  of  Sam- 
114*1  nml  Mnry  Perry;  MeliittiMe,  lK>rn  April  3(),  1080;  JmIoI,  Iwrn  Bitty 
G,  16X2;  Mnry,  born  Aiik.  17,  1G84;  Elixnbeth,  Imrn  .Inn.  7,  1680;  Snni- 
uel,  bom  Fnb.  14, 1GK8;  KelHiccn,  born  Jan.  24, 1601 ;  Sarah,  born  July 

30,  inai. 

.TaHiel  P<»rry  niarrlpcl  Rebecca  Wllinartli,  Jan.  3,  1706.  Cliildron  of 
Jnniol  ami  ItHiccra  IVrry:  Mary,  Imrn  April  19, 17«»8;  Dnnlnl,  liorn  May 
0,  1710 ;  Mcbittabin,  l«rn  April  2, 1713  ;  Janlel,  bom  Ang.  Ifi,  1716 ;  Jie- 
bncca,  born  Mny  27,  1717;  David,  horn  Aug.  16,  1710;  IchalMHl,  born 
April  3,  1722;  Krislah,  Imrn  Aug.  7, 17—. 

Pnnlcl  IVrry  niarrlrtl  Mary  Walker  March  9, 1737.  Clilltlron  of  Dan- 
lol  and  Mnry  IVrry:  DnninI,  Imrn  Jan.  15,1739;  F.Jtra,  Imrn  M«y  22, 
1711;  Noiih,l«on  IH-t.  3,  1743;  Mnry,  Imrn  Aug.  6,  1746;  Daniel,  l»om 
April  3,  1718;  liydin,  Imrn  April  :m»,  17r.O;  Klljali,  Imrn  Nov.  10, 1762; 
Samuel,  lM»ru  Sept.  18,  I7r»0. 

K/ra  Perry  marrietl  Jcmtnitna  TitUB.  Clilldren  of  Ezra  and  Jemmiina 
Perry:  Mary,  Imrn  Aug.  22, 1763;  Jeiumima,  Imrn  Not.  20,  1761 ;  Kr.ra, 
Imrn  Jan.  16,  1767;  Abel,  born  Blay  20,  1770;  Molly,  Ixjirn  April  II, 
1772;  Father,  iH.rn  Feb.  21,  1774;  livdia,  Imrn  June  24,  1776;  Olive, 
Imhu  Aug.  13,  1770;  Kllan,  Imrn  May  18,  1781;  Tirzah,  bom  July  11, 
17S3. 

K/.ra  Perry,  Jr.,  married  lletny  Ulliw,  Dec.  10,  178<5.  (Thildreu  of  Kr.ra, 
Jr.,  niid  Ib'lsiy  Perry:  Ezra  (3d),  Imrn  April  3,  1788;  Betpy,  born  June 
26,  1790;  llezekinh.  Imrn  Jnn.  29,  1793;  Sarnh,  Imrn  March  16,  1796; 
JnmeA,  b«>rn  Juno  16, 1798;  Otin  ThomiMon,  Imrn  Oct.  22,  18<N);  Daniel 
nilwi,  lM)rn  Dec.  17,  1802;  MImn,  born  Jan.  31,  1806  ;  Otis,  Inirn  Feb.  17, 
1807  ;  Nancy  nilw,  Inirn  Aug.  31. 1800;  William,  Imrn  Doc.  22, 1811. 

The  Newspapers  of  Taunton.— The  first  news- 
paper that  we  have  note  of  published  in  Taunton  was 
a  small  weekly  called  the  Satunkuj  Mhcellantjf  twelve 


by  eighteen  inches,  edited  and  published  by  a  coterie 
of  ladies,  commenced  in  August,  1813.  The  first 
number  contained  an  "original  letter"  of  the  cele- 
brated llobert  Treat  Paine,  just  before  his  marriage, 
written  in  the  eloquent,  poetic,  florid  style,  of  which 
he  had  a  reputation.  The  editors,  in  their  solicitation 
to  the  public,  say,  "  When  we  acknowledge  ourselves 
a  band  of  females,  we  at  the  same  time  declare  that 
while  it  affords  us  innocent  gratification,  we  sacrifice 
no  domestic  duty  in  thus  opening  a  humble  spring 
whence  more  capacious  minds  may  at  some  future 
perio<l  derive  a  more  noble  stream."  It  was  pub- 
lished at  fifly  cents  a  quarter.  How  long  it  was  con- 
tinued we  are  not  apprised.  The  next  was  a  regular 
weekly  paper  called 'tlie  Old  Colony  Reporter^  pub- 
lished by  Jacob  Chapin,  a  young  man  of  thirty,  and 
member  of  the  bar,  and  printed  by  Allen  Danforth. 
Its  size  was  twenty  by  twenty-four,  and  its  second 
number  contained  the  notes  on  the  im]>ortant  amend- 
ments to  the  constitution  of  that  year,  the  first  votes 
in  the  election  of  Oovernor  Brook,  the  re-election  of 
Samuel  Crocker  as  county  treasurer  almost  unani- 
mously, and  John  M.  Williams  to  the  State  Senate 
from  Taunton.  In  a  succeeding  paper  the  population 
of  Bristol  County  for  1820  is  given  as  forty  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  eight  inhabitants,  including  Taun- 
ton with  four  thousand  five  hundred  and  twenty,  being 
then  the  largest  town  in  the  county,  New  Bedford 
having  three  thousand  nine  hundred  and  forty-seven, 
and  Troy  (now  Fall  River)  with  only  one  thousand 
five  hundred  and  thirty-four,  now  nearly  fifly  thousand. 

In  1822,  the  second  year,  the  paper  was  enlarged 
and  the  name  changed  to  Onlnmbian  ReporUr  and  Old 
Colonij  Jotmiol,  The  third  year,  April,  1823,  Allen 
Danforth  retired  as  printer  to  commence  a  newspaper 
in  Plymouth,  called  the  Old  Colony  Memorial,  whence 
he  removed.  He  resided  there  fifty  years,  holding 
many  responsible  positions,  and  died  May  28,  1872, 
in  his  seventy-sixth  year.  He  was  son  of  Asa  and 
Deborah  Danforth,  a  lineal  descendant  of  Rev.  Sam- 
uel Danforth,  fourth  minister  of  Taunton,  in  1G88. 

In  1823,  Charles  G.  Greene,  from  Boston,  started  a 
paper  called  the  I*Vee  iVcw,  which  was  edited  by 
Theophilus  Parsons  and  Pliny  Merrick,  young  law- 
yers, who  had  made  Taunton  their  residence  for  a 
while,  advocating  the  election  of  William  H.  Craw- 
ford for  the  Presidency,  and  Dr.  William  Eustis  for 
Governor,  and  Marcus  Morton  for  Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor, who  were  elected.  This  paper  continued  about 
a  year.  The  following  year  Governor  Eu.stis  died, 
and  I^ieutenant-Govcrnor  Morton  was  Governor,  and 
Levi  Lincoln  was  elected  Governor,  and  appointed 
Governor  MorU)n  to  the  Supreme  bench.  He  also 
appointed  Pliny  Merrick  district  attorney  of  Worces- 
ter County,  and  he  returned  to  Worcester.  Mr.  Par- 
sons returned  to  Boston,  and  became  a  very  eminent 
jurist. 

James  Thurber  and  George  Danforth  commenced 
a  weekly  paper  in  1827,  called  the  Commonwealth  Ad- 
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veeiite,  winch  espoiinml  the  caliiie  or  Mmtoiiry  ;  it  cuit- 
tiimed  about  three  yeiira,  chnngiiig  its  Diiiiie  ic  the 
Ailvocale,  anii  in  IS'H  wiu  disposed  of  to  Mnj.  Qeor){e 
Leonard,  who  inadt:  it  u  Democratic  paper  called  the 
Sii't.  Mr.  Tliiirbcr  retired  and  reoioveJ  l«  Plymouth, 
succeeded  Mr.  Diial'urlli  in  the  Mfmunul,  iiuhliahJng 
it  Bouie  twenty  yeiira.  The  Smi  witli  its  putmiingc  u 
few  years  later  was  turned  over  to  Mr.  Anthony,  imd 
uniting  the  two  U-cunic  a  1  Kin iin: rati t;  paper. 

TJiere  were  in  uihlitiou  tu  the  regular  weekly  news- 
papers tiie  Star  of  Bcllilehem,  n  religious  paper,  imuvd 
frojri  the  Itcfxieta-  tAVice  \a  1S25,  edited  hy  Loruiixo  T. 
Johnson  ;  a  small  paper  called  the  Aurora,  published 
in  1829  by  U.  A.  Lowell,  a  young  lawyer;  tlie  thbi- 
net,  a  little  six  hy  eight  paper,  by  W.  S.  Tiadiile,  who 
worked  in  the  Itf/'orler  olHuo;  the  Jlf/.t./e  Firt-FIg, 
by  Thomas  Prince,  il  little  paper  issued  from  the  Ad- 
tn)e<((e  office  in  1832. 

^Ve  return  to  the  Ilejiorter.  George  DanTorth, 
brother  of  Allen,  succeeded  him  aa  printer  until 
April,  1825,  when  Bitniucl  W.  Mortimer,  from  Eng- 
land, became  printer  until  1827.  C.  A.  Hack  and 
^Edward  Anthony,  who  had  been  apprentices  in  the 
office,  succeeded  as  printers  from  1828  to  1829,  when 
Mr.  Hack  retired,  and  Anthony  became  joint  pub- 
lisher with  Mr.  Chapin  until  January,  1832.  Mr. 
Anthony  then  retired  to  commence  the  publication 
of  the  liulepmulcnl  OiurtU,  with  Henry  AVillianis,  a 
young  lawyer  and  member  of  the  bar,  ns  editor.  This 
was  in  the  height  of  the  anti-Masonic  excitement, 
and  the  QiutlUioa\L  strong  ground  on  that  side  of  the 
controversy,  while  the  Reporter  was  a  passive  su|i- 
porterof  the  Miuioniu  cause.  There  are  many  who 
revert  to  that  crusade  of  1832-34  ns  a  disturbing 
dreuni.  There  are  now  hundreds  of  the  order  to  one 
at  that  time.  Mr.  Hack  again  became  printer  of  the 
.Reporter  until  Ocluber  following,  when  Mr.  Ohapiii 
Hssnmad  entire  charge,  with  sundry  assistanln,  Until 
December,  1832,  when,  owing  to  declining  health,  he 
disposed  of  the  Reporter  to  Franklin  DmiUir,  IwHik- 
eeiler,  uniting  its  subscription  and  interests  with  the 
Ol'l  adony  \Vli'<J,  which  he  had  couinieuced  on  the 
first  of  the  above  month,  1833. 

Mr.Chapin  retired  after  his  editorial  career  of  nearly 
twelve  years,  which  he  had  pursued  with  discretion 
nnd  ability.  His  health  still  declining,  he  afterwards 
removed  tjouth  to  Augusta,  Ga.,  to  engage  in  the  cot- 
ton business,  but  the  ratal  diseoHO  prevented,  as  he 
died,  in  the  prime  of  life,  Jan.  25,  ISSfi,  at  the  iige  of 
furty.  The  press  spoke  in  high  terms  of  him  aa  an 
honored  member  and  worthy  citiisen, 

Mr.  Dunbar  continued  the  weekly  paper  under  the 
name  of  tlie  Old  LUomj  Wiiy  awl  iUnmbUui  Re- 
porler  until  his  death,  iu  1834,  when  it  citme  into  pos- 
aessiun  of  his  brother,  Samuel  O.  Ilumbnr,  und  wits 
published  about  a  year  by  Jlirnin  Martin,  llu  made 
the  lirst  oxpi.-rimcnt  of  a  liiiily  pii|.i:r  in  1H:H,  ciilk-d 
the  Daifi/  Wlii;;,  which  was  conliiincd  a  liiw  weeks 
only.    In  December,  1834,  the    \y?dy  and  Reporter 


WHS  diajHiscd  of  to  Israel  Amshury,  Jr.,  and  >Sath 
Hrodford,  who  were  publishers  until  December,  1S37, 
when  Mr.  Uradfnrd  retired,  and  Mr.  Amsbury  becamo 
publisher. 

During  the  great  Are  of  1838,  which  swupt  uway  so 
many  buildings  on  Main  tjtreet,  tlie  ulltco  of  the 
Giuclli!  and  Reporter  wcro  errtirety  ilcatruyvii.  iiictud- 
iiiK  the  town  recorils  of  nwrly  two  hmidrud  yeun; 
liut  tho  publishers  sikiii  iibtaiucd  now  ly|>t-  mid 
{trusses  and  resumed  thoir  pajH-ri.  Mr.  Aiii«kury 
dropping  a  portion  of  the  name,  issutxl  tlio  Taunlim 
Whiij,  which  ho  voniinuud  until  Suptombcr,  IH4I, 
when  J.  W.  D.  Hall,  who  had  aided  him  in  the  edi- 
torial dqiartment  a  few  years,  purchasud  the  uffic«, 
subacquuiilly  uhanging  the  name  to  Amerieuit  Whij/, 
und  in  ISTi?  to  Amainiii  l{r/.iddini>i,mt,tii\uiuf(  the 
fumo  Itepubliuan  cause  litr  twenty  years.  In  ItUil  he 
dispOBvd  of  bis  establishment  to  Messrs.  Wilbar  and 
DhvoI,  uniting  the  paper  ivitli  ilie  BrUlot  OtuHlg 
Tele;/ram,  nliiuh  tliey  had  publislieda  few  ycara  fruui 
isns,  and  changed  the  uame  lo  Brittot  Oiunty  Rt- 
publican,  which  has  been  retained  over  twenty  ye«r«. 
liov.  E.  Dawes  sub8ci|uently  became  an  owner  and 
co-edilorof  the  ifc;>!i£fi(ii>i,  and  cuntiuuca  to  thv  pr«x- 
ent  time.  Tlie  paper  is  now  in  iln  sixly-SL-unnd  year. 
Exra  Davol  is  publisher  and  nianagur.  The  RejiulliniM 
iH  one  of  the  leading  weekly  Journals  ia  the  titnle,  and 
justly  merits  its  present  prosperity. 

The  Brittoi  Cbun/y  Deinoeral,  the  name  Hwigned 
for  tlie  Weekly  Oatelleia  1837,  after  the  anIi-Miuouic 
and  Democratic  (wrtics  had  coalesced,  was  coutiiiued 
by  Mr.  Anthony,  the  original  publisher,  M'vvnieuii 
yearo,  until  1840,  wbun  he  dispuwd  of  the  |>a|>or  and 
office  to  A,  Jt.  Ide,  Jr. 

Mr.  Ide  had  the  year  previously  (JS48}  ci>iiiiiiciii'i.tl 
a  new  Democratic  paper  called  the  Trae  Jtemiteiat,  in 
advocacy  of  tho  election  of  den.  Ijtv'ia  Cuhs  for  Llie 
Presidency,  and  the  pro-slavery  cause  ns  uiilugunisiic 
t»  the  frue-soil  nioveilicnt,  espoused  by  (invenior 
Morton,  Mr.  Anthony,  and  a  large  (Hirtiuii  uf  the 
ntvnocrats  of  MussachuHUlts ;  the  movement  divided 
the  Dcaiocratic  party,  and  defeated  tlie  election  of 
Ucn.  Cass.  On  merging  the  two  papers  above  men- 
tioned, Mr.  Ide  adopted  the  name  of  thu  7bu»&JM 
IHmoerat  for  his  weekly,  continuing  it  until  1862- 
Mr.  Ide  received  the  appointment  of  iMwtmastcr  under 
President  Pierce  in  1H5J,  and  held  it  fur  eight  years. 

Atler  disposing  of  his  pnpera  Mr.  Anlhotiy  removeil 
to  New  Itedford,  in  184U,  and  couimunued  a  new  duily 
paper,  the  Standard,  which  proved  a  very  successful 
change  in  his  life,  and  a  lucrative  business.  He  con- 
tinued the  daily  uud  weekly  Re/niL/ioiHi  Slii„.l„.xl,  as- 
sociated with  his  suns,  until  his  deatli,  Jan.  23,  1S77. 
He  was  also  postmaster  of  New  Bedford  four  yean, 
member  of  the  City  Council  and  other  orguninaitias, 

Tho  T,„„d<„i  haily  (l.izctic  was  issnci  from  [be 
ollice  of  the  Briitul  ihindy  /tcvorr.U  .liinv  III.  I81S. 
published  hy  Mr.  Anthony  und  milted  hy  Aiikm  Kil- 
ton,  who  had  served  his  time  in  the  above  oJDc«.    Jt 
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wjVH  neutral  in  politics,  an«l  con  tinned  by  AFr.  An- 
tliony  nntil  its  diHpoftnl  with  the  oflice  to  Mr.  Ide, 
\vh«»  edited  and  pnbliHhed  it  from  the  office  of  the 
Tfnnitoii  />ruio(*riiff  1)econiing  a  little  biased  to  favor 
tlie  Democratic  cause  as  it  grew  in  years. 

In  18G2,  J.  W.  D.  Hall  became  associated  with  Mr. 
Ide  in  the  publication  of  the  above-named  papers. 
The  name  of  the  weekly  was  changed  to  the  Union 
Gazette  and  JJemonat^  both  papers  zealously  advo- 
cating the  Kepublican  cause,  State  and  national,  hence- 
forth. Mr.  Ide,  in  1860,  again  received  the  appoint- 
ment of  postmaster  from  President  Johnson.  In 
April,  1807,  he  disposed  of  the  J)aUy  and  Weekly 
Gtnette  to  J.  W.  D.  Hall,  and  at  the  termination  of 
his  term  of  oflice  retired  to  his  paternal  farm  in 
AttlelM)rough,  where  he  died.  He  was  a  man  of 
rare  p«>ctic  gifts  and  ability,  reflecting,  conservative, 
courteous,  ami  cautious  in  his  intercourse  with  men. 
Mr.  Hall  continued  the  publication  of  the  Daily  and 
Wrek'hf  Garctfe  nntil  1872,  when  Reod  Mrothcrs  (Wil- 
liam and  Milton  Reed,  of  Fall  Uiver)  beciunc  editors 
and  publishers,  and  contimied  until  1882,  meanwhile 
changing  the  name  of  the  weekly  to  Ifou^ehold  Ga- 
zettt. 

In  1882  William  Reed,  Jr.,  assumed  control  of  the 
Gazette^  and  has  continued  a«<  its  editor  and  publisher 
to  the  present  time.  The  Gazette  is  ably  conducted, 
h:is  a  large  circnlation,  and  is  oiu;  of  the  leading 
dailies  in  the  commonwealth  outside  of  the  city  of 
Boston. 

Hesiden  the  earlier  mentioned  papers  there  was  pub- 
lished at  the  oflice  of  the  Independent  Gazette,  in  18.34, 
a  semi-weekly  paper  called  the  Temperanre  Sentinel, 
e^litcd  by  Rev.  Samuel  Presbrey,  an  able  advocate 
of  the  cause,  which  was  closed  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
soon  after  his  death  in  1835.  The  Workiny  Mens 
Journal,  a  campaign  paper,  wjis  issued  at  the  same 
ollice  in  1837. 

In  1.S40  the  Jlavrison  Jufyle  was  published  at  the 
odice  of  the  Wliiy,  edited  by  C.  R.  Atwood  and  J.  W. 
D..  Hall,  wbicli  closed  with  the  campaign  after  si.x 
months'  service  in  the  Republican  cause,  when  Gen. 
Harrison  carried  nearly  all  the  States.  Another  tem- 
perance pa[>er,  the  Dne  Drop,  was  published  in  1843 
l»y  n.  W.  Williams,  edited  by  himself  and  lady 
frien<l.«<,  which  continued  four  or  five  years,  and  was 
then  merged  in  a  Worcester  paper.  In  1844  a  paper 
called  the  Beatrtn  of  liberty,  in  a«lvocacy  of  the  anti- 
slavery  party,  was  published  by  Hack  <&  Bradbury, 
edited  by  Hodges  Reed  and  other  friends  of  the  cause, 
continuing  about  two  years. 

The  Old  Colony  Republintn,  a  weekly  Whig  paper, 
^vas  als()  issnc«l  in  1H4()  from  the  oflice  of  Hack,  King 
<^  Howard,  cditc<l  by  C  I.  Reed,  J^.  F.  Presbrey,  and 
r)thei's.  Mr.  Jlownrd  retiring,  Hack  &  Ki»g  con- 
timio<l  the  pai»cr  abont  two  yearn,  cloning  in  1848, 
after  the  election  of  Gen.  Taylor  to  the  Presidency. 
A  small  paper  called  the  Teniperanec  Advocate  was 
also  published  about  six  months,  edited  by  Rev.  S. 


A.  Collins,  Jr.,  closing  in  January,  1860.  We  may 
have  omitted  some  ephemeral  papers  in  the  above 
list,  but  unintentifmally. 

Taunton.— A.  Fiblp  &  Sons'  Naii^  and  Tack- 
Works  are  among  the  largest  establishments  of  the 
kind  in  the  United  States.  Afler  the  removal  of  the 
originators  of  the  Britannia  Works  fmm  Deacon  Bal- 
lard's fulling-mill,  which  stood  on  the  site  of  the  pres- 
ent capacious  tack  and  nail  manufactory  of  the  above 
company  ofi*Spring  Street,  Albert  Field  in  1827  hired  a 
small  room  of  his  friend  Ballard.  With  two  machines, 
prepared  by  Elijah  Caswell,  his  faithful  and  ingeni- 
ous mechanical  assistant  for  fifly  years,  commenced 
his  humble  trade.  He  had  previously,  while  at  work 
at  Hopewell  Mills  at  five  shillings  a  day,  gained  a 
little  insight  to  the  business  of  making  brads  and 
nails.  From  that  humble  beginning  Mr.  Field  went 
on  enlarging  from  year  to  year,  extending  his  busi- 
ness and  field  of  customers  until  the  buildings  are 
over  one  thousand  feet  in  length,  and  the  works  and 
appurtenances  cover  an  area  of  two  acres.  The  com- 
))any  manufacture  two  thousand  five  hundred  kinds 
of  tacks,  nails,  etc.,  consume  about  three  thousand 
tons  of  nail-plates,  some  thirty  tons  of  copper  and 
steel  plates,  one  hundred  tons  of  zinc  and  yellow- 
metal  stock,  which  are  converted  into  thirty  thou- 
sand or  more  kinds,  or  thirty  millions  of  eyelets, 
tacks,  and  nails  daily. 

William  R.  Potter,  formerly  of  the  firm  of  Bart- 
lett  &  Potter,  which  was  dissolved  by  the  death  of 
Capt.  Bartlett  in  1864,  has  a  brick  mill  on  Porter 
Street  for  the  manufacture  of  cotton  yarn,  which  he 
has  followed  successfully  about  ten  years.  He  has 
also  a  machine-shop  and  foundry;  capital,  $10,000. 

M.  M.  Rhodes  <&  Sons,  manufacturers  of  shoe- 
buttons,  have  a  spacious  and  convenient  brick  manu- 
factory on  Porter  Street,  where  they  make  buttons  on 
an  extensive  scale.  They  commenced  business  in 
1871,  and  employ  a  capital  of  thirty-three  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars. 

Taunton  Fire  Department.— The  fire  depart- 
ment of  Taunton  compares  favorably  with  that  of  any 
other  city  in  the  State,  and  for  promptness  and  efli- 
ciency  cannot  be  excelled.  The  fire  district  was  or- 
ganized before  the  city  government  existed.  The 
chief  engineers  since  its  organization  are  as  follows  : 

The  first  being  Samuel  O.  Dunbar,  now  an  octoge- 
narian, serving  three  years,  succeeded  by  Lovett 
Morse  in  1847,  one  year;  A.  E.  Swasey,  1848,  one 
year;  William  Mason,  from  1849  to  1855;  Francis 
Tisdale,  from  18r)r)  to  18r)7;  Abram  Briggs,  from 
1857  to  1858;  William  Mason,  from  1858  to  18(jl  ; 
Edward  Molt,  from  1801  to  1881,  twenty  years;  Abncr 
Coleman,  from  1881,  at  present  serving. 

The  department  has  four  steamers,  a  hook-and-lad- 
der  company,  six  hose-reels,  two  hand  engines,  and  a 
competent  force  of  men.  They  have  the  great  aid 
ami  facility  for  extinguishing  fires  in  nearly  four  hun- 
dred hydrants  of  our  Taunton  Water- Works. 
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Tlic  fire  alarm  telegrapli  Ii&d  twi'nLy  aigniil  boxea  la 
give  the  alarm.    Abiier  Coleman  u  HUperinteiideiiL 

The  Soi'tuebn  MABHAt'iiuttinrs  Ttu.Bvnonx 
CoMi'ASY  waa  urgnnized  in  1877.  There  ore  two 
hundred  and  ten  subitcribora,  besides  elxty  telephoned 
on  prirat« lines;  connectJons  with  Boflton,  Providence, 
New  Bedford,  Full  River,  BrockUHi,  und  MivurnI  otlicr 
pliices.    Abncr  Colmnun  ia  Hnperititcndviil. 

TiiK  AuAHsiz  Association  is  duvuttxl  tn  tiie  study 
or  the  nutural  buIuiicoh,  and  made  U)>  largely  ul'  young 
persona  connected  with  the  academy  and  high  KchonI, 
Kttliough  llev.  Dr.  Itluke  and  some  ollicriiilullB  belong. 
Mn.  C.  F.  Hanscom  is  prexidenl.  Miw  Anule  Senn, 
Misa  Farthin  Croukcr,  Frank  Lothrop,  Harrie  White, 
Frank  Oickermun,  Fred  Skinner,  and  Hnrry  South- 
vorth  are  prominent  members. 

There  are  two  co-operative  saving  fund  and  loau 
associations, — one  is  called  the  Mecuanics",  Elijah 
Tolmnn  president,  and  Oharlcti  !<.  Lovcring  treus- 
uror  ;  tlie  other,  calleil  the  Tadnton,  Haury  M.  lev- 
ering president,  and  Charles  Foster  treasurer, — iu- 
Btitutionx  which  have  enuouraged  and  helped  many 
Co  make  for  themselves  pleasant  homes. 

Among  the  industrial  enterprises  worthy  of  notice 
is  tliut  of  George  Williams  &  Sons,  in  tlie  lumber 
and  steam  planing-niill  line,  the  former  suceessor 
to  his  father,  Cajit.  Abiather  Williams,  one  of  the 
pioneers  in  tlie  lumber  business  sixty  yeant  ago; 
they  not  only  provide  lumber  for  public  uses,  but 
build  a  number  of  buildings  annually,  for  tenantry, 
of  handsome  architectural  finixh ;  not  eheap  leneuicot 
houses;  employing  a  capital  of  $100,000  or  mure; 
they  have  already  over  twenty  dwciliugs. 

L.  U.  West  &  Co.,  also  an  enterprising  firm  in  the 
manufacture  of  stoves  and  tinware,  employ  a  capital 
q(  110,000  in  trade,  and  Mr.  West  is  president  of  one 
of  the  large  foundry  companies. 

ItrownctI  &  Iturt,  a  young  enterprising  Hnn  In  the 
manufacture  of  carriages,  einiiloy  a  cupiud  of  tilO,(HH>, 
and  Imvo  a  spacious  tnanufaetory  on  Wushiiigtun 
Street. 

Peck  &,  White  also  do  a  large  business  as  builders 
of  carriages,  emjitoying  a  capital  of  ^25,000,  and  have 
a  smlthcry  in  connection  on  Weir  Street. 

The  Bristol  County  A^icultnraJ  Society  was 
organized  at  a  meeting  held  at  Atwuud's  Hotel,  in 
Taunton,  Juue  2],  1820,  by  a  few  friends  gathered 
from  various  towns  in  the  county.  A  constitution 
was  adopted  providing  for  a  choice  of  olTicefs,  life 
Hiemberaliip,  and  other  matters.  Samuel  Crocker,  of 
Taunton,  Otis  Thompson,  of  Rehoboth,  and  Thomas 
Kinnicut,  of  Seekouk,  were  chosen  a  committee  la 
transact  the  business  in  maturing  the  society,  and  nn 
address  was  issued  sotting  forth  its  objects. 

The  annual  meeting  was  held  in  October,  but  there 
itot  being  u  suilicienl  number  to  anthoriw  a  [choice  of 
(itlicers,  that  waa  dufcrrud  tn  tlio  next  annual  meeting 
in  October,  1821.  lion.  Samuel  Cruckur  was  elected 
president;  Itev.  Otis  Thompson,  Rev.  Pitt  Clark,  of 


Norton,  Nathaniel  Morton,  of  Freetown,  and  Thouioi 
Almy,  ofDartmoutli,  vico-prcaidenta;  Horatio  L<K>n- 
ard,  of  Raynham,  recording  aecretary ;  Jauio  L, 
llodgea,  of  Taunton,  corrtsjHinding  Kccrctury;  relcr 
'I'hikichor,  treasurer.  Uon.  Francis  liuylies,  Samuel 
Groukcr,  and  Janiee  L.  Hodges  were  ap|)uiu(e(l  to 
select  ugenld  to  visit  the  several  tuwn.s  to  solicit  names 
and  aid  in  behalf  of  Ihe  soctely.  The  term  of  life 
inember«hi|i  was  established  at  live  didlar«.  An 
urgunl  appeal  wiui  uiado  to  the  ranuGrs,  manuf:u- 
turcrs,  and  artisans  of  Itristol  Couuly  to  aid  in  build- 
ing up  the  society. 

At  a  meeting  in  April,  1822,  the  sollcillng  commit- 
tee was  enlarged  to  one  in  each  town;  also  a  commit- 
tee to  apply  for  an  aut  of  iocorporntion  and  make  ar- 
rungementa  fur  an  oxhibitioii  tlie  (.'nMtiugfiill.  The 
nnnual  meeting  woa  held  in  October,  182!!,  but  the 
retjuisite  suui— one  thousand  dollars — not  having 
keen  raised,  the  exhibition  was  jioatpoued  another 
year. 

An  address  was  delivered  by  Kev.  Otis  Thouiiwou, 
and  the  nieniliers  partook  of  a  dinner  at  Btiirtevanl's 
Hotel.  The  oDicers  were  re-elected  witli  one  excep- 
tion (Mr.  Morton),  and  the  sulidliug  cominiitee  re- 
ported that  eight  hundrod  dullun  Imd  been  raUed. 
In  April,  1823,  at  a  spoclal  meeting,  it  was  an- 
nounced that  a  fund  of  one  tlioiiaaml  dullura  bad 
been  raisod.  It  was  thou  voted  to  hold  a  public  ex- 
hibition the  ensuing  October,  and  a  list  of  preiniuuis 
was  prepared  for  the  coming  festival. 

An  act  of  incorporation  was  obtained  of  t]i«  L«gia- 
latnrc  for  tliu  Bristol  County  Agricultunil  Society  in 
AS  folluwD : 


The  act  was  amended  in  187A  to  hold  one  hundred 
tliousaiul  dollars'  worth  of  property. 

The  second  section  provided  that  Samuel  Crocker, 
«f  Taunton,  be  authurixed  to  notify  and  call  the  tint 
meeting  of  said  society  for  the  purpose  of  o^aniza- 
tion,  establishing  rules,  etc.,  which  was  done,  and  the 
first  annual  exhibition  was  held  Oct.  2t,  1823,  with  « 
success  which  augured  wall  for  its  (icrmanence.  Thu*, 
aaer  three  yeara'  delay,  perseverance,  and  euei^  of 
the  fiwL  friends  of  agricultural  progreas,  nianufac- 
tiiriiig  cnlerprise,  and  mechanical  aria,  iho  llristol 
Uouiity  AgricultLiral  Society  was  orguiiixed,  the  lifUi 
in  (Jte  titiitd.    la  loaklug  ovar  tlie  lofig  list  of  iiauin 
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of  the  originatora,  ollicera,  and  incorporatoni  of  the 
soricty  who  foatcred  it«  interest*  in  its  infancy,  fifty 
ycMix  nRo,  not  oih»  \h  now  livinj^. 

The  Hocirty  in  iUs  early  ycjirs  Inire  a  ntrange  con- 
trast with  its  present  magnitude  in  receipts,  expendi- 
tures, and  einohunents.  Its  meetings  were  frequently 
held  in  sitting-rooms  of  members  or  anterooms  of 
hotels. 

At  the  first  annual  exhibition,  in  182«3,  the  amount 
of  premiums  was  $161,  and  total  expenses  J^200.  Its 
capital  was  $110().  Ten  years  afterwards,  in  1833, 
the  society  still  laboring  in  its  infancy,  the  amount 
of  premiums  awarded,  $2G0;  expenses,  including 
premiums,  $335;  its  capital,  flGOO;  and  drawing  the 
State  bounty,  $340  (this  was  reduced  a  few  years  later 
to  |wUr>) ;  total  amount  of  premiums  awarded  the  first 
ten  yejirs  was  only  $2000;  aggregate  received  from 
the  State,  $29r»0. 

A  decade  lat«r,  in  1843  (with  twenty  years  of 
struggling  existence),  the  premiums  had  increased  to 
only  $283,  its  fund  not  largely  increased,  the  State 
bounty  being  only  $380.  The  expenses  had  increased 
in  the  same  ratio,  consequently  its  condition  had  not 
much  improved  by  age. 

At  this  time  there  were  no  receipts  from  exhibi- 
tions, no  trotting- course  belonging  to  the  society, 
although  there  might  have  been  some  swapping 
horsw  at  its  gatherings.  The  old  town  hall,  or  per- 
chance a  school-house,  in  the  various  towns,  was 
opened  with  a  little  array  of  counterpanes,  bed-quilts, 
homespun  welw  of  woolen  and  flaxen  fabrics,  and 
some  choice  exhibitions  of  needlework,  presented  by 
the  industrious  wives  and  daughters,  to  show  what 
could  be  done  in  the  homes  of  old  Bristol.  There 
were  rivalries  in  those  days  in  the  manufacture  and 
style  of  bonnets,  as  there  ever  will  be.  It  was  in  the 
day  of  the  celebrated  Leghorn  hat.  Awards  were 
made  year  after  year  of  six  anil  four  dollars  to  ladies 
who  were  so  expert  with  fingers  and  needle  as  to  make 
a  straw  bonnet  rival  an  imported  Leghorn,  and  those 
straw  hats  were  worn  with  more  conscious  pride  than 
the  ten -dollar  lieghorn,  then  at  such  an  enormous 
price  that  few  could  purchase.  A  few  agricultural 
products,  a  tub  or  two  of  butter,  a  few  cheeses,  and  a 
few  pounds  of  honey,  chirlly  made  up  what  was  then 
termed  an  agricultural  hall  exhibition.  No  fee  was 
asked  to  witness  these  contributions,  all  were  invited 
to  come  and  examine,  and  a  modest  award,  or  a  com- 
plimentary "remark  of  excellence,"  was  all  the  con- 
tributors anticipated.  There  were,  outside  of  the 
hall,  a  dozen  pens  of  cattle,  "  natives,"  horses,  swine, 
and  sheep,  but  nothing  towards  making  a  splendid 
poultry  show  like  that  of  modern  days.  The  ruling 
price  was  then  twenty-five  to  fifty  cents  for  the  best 
fowls,  now  twenty-five  to  fifty  dollars  for  a  "  choice 
pair  of  birds,"  and,  with  a  fancy  pedigree,  sometimes 
of  such  perfection  (Mr.  Williams*  birds,  for  instance) 
as  to  bring  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  dol- 
lars per  trio.     The  price  of  a  fine  colt  rarely  exceeded 


one  hundred  dollars,  while  at  the  present  day  the  best 
blofxis  range  from  five  hundred  to  five  thousand  dol- 
lars. The  price  of  a  g(NMl  cow  was  then  fifty  dollars; 
now  the  choice  breeds  —  Durhams,  Ayrshires,  Dev- 
ons,  and  Jerseys — range  from  one  hundred  to  five 
thousand  dollars,  not  to  refer  to  the  fabulous  prices  of 
imported  breeds  with  pedigrees  traced  back  to  Noah's 
ark. 

During  the  first  ten  years,  with  a  single  exception, 
the  society  held  its  exhibitions  in  Taunton.  It  after- 
wards became  a  portable  institution.  In  1834  it  was 
held  in  Attleborough  ;  in  1835  in  Mansfield.  In  1837 
it  returned  to  Taunton  in  not  a  very  prosperous  con- 
dition. In  1838  it  was  again  held  in  Mansfield;  1839 
in  Taunton ;  1840  in  Attleborough.  The  State  bounty 
was  $314,  and  the  expenses  full  up  to  the  entire  in- 
come. Serious  considerations  were  entertained  of 
relinquishing  the  charter,  but  the  advice  of  firm 
friends  and  supporters  who  had  a  pride  in  sustaining 
the  society  prevailed,  and  for  several  years  exhi- 
bitions were  held  in  Taunton.  In  subsequent  years 
it  resumed  its  peregrinations, — to  New  Bedford  in 
1854-55,  to  Fall  River  in  1856-57,  and  each  year  re- 
turning with  an  increased  membership  but  an  ex- 
hausted treasury.  The  society,  with  no  local  habita- 
tion, had  no  special  interests  nor  property  to  hold  it 
together  and  make  it  thrive.  Its  fund  was  the  small 
gratuity  from  the  State  and  the  occasional  aid  of 
memberships,  having  no  convenient  arrangements 
for  exhibiting  articles  of  mechanical  ingenuity  and 
manufacturing  enterprise. 

The  treasurer  and  other  friends  of  the  institution 
believed  that  it  could  be  made  prosperous,  raised  its 
fund  by  increasing  its  membership  and  by  contribu- 
tions to  $2500,  producing  a  corresponding  increase 
of  State  bounty.  In  1853  the  fund  was  increased  to 
$3000,  and  State  bounty  at  $600,  where  it  has  since 
remained  as  a  permanent  resource. 

In  1858  a  vote  was  passed  to  locate  permanently 
and  take  a  position  like  kindred  societies.  In  1859-60 
the  present  location  was  purchased  for  $5000,  and 
spacious  buildings  erected,  since  which  time,  not- 
withstanding large  outlays  year  after  year  for  build- 
ings and  additional  ])urchase8  of  territory  have  been 
(lemande<l  by  its  increasing  exhibitors  and  patrons 
in  the  various  departments,  the  society  has  grown 
and  prospered,  and  now  stands  without  a  rival  in 
extent  of  receipts  and  number  of  visitors,  exceeding 
twelve  thousand  on  the  festival  days.  On  its  fiftieth 
anniversary  exhibition  its  receipts  excee<1ed  $11,600, 
in  1874  about  the  same,  and  its  net  profits  would 
have  paid  the  entire  expenses  of  the  first  ten  or 
twelve  years  of  its  existence  when  a  portable  insti- 
tution. 

At  the  annual  exhibitions  for  twenty  years  past  the 
income  has  been  from  seven  to  ten  thousand  dollars, 
exceeding  the  expenses,  and  many  years  a  profit  of 
one  thousand  to  three  thousand  dollars.  In  1874,  Wil- 
liam Mason,  then  president,  presented  to  the  society  a 
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band  nnil  judge's  sUiml.     In  \HS2  u  grHiid  Hlniiil  wan 

AnJnw  U,k.  OU.1.  Ill 

ail.  I»,  Mil;  tnM.J.iL.lft,  IMM,  laTrt.llH. 

ALnw  liriksii,  niiiM.  lu 

Jiii.in.im!  <1Ucli.D«.W,IWl,ieiMlMi 

from  »uii  or  ruin.     lu  Hgrkulturul  liull  awl  hUIiIoj 

lo  mil  iiK. 

are  apuciious  nnd  convenient.     Its  grduiidii  unit  irui-k 

ii>l'>i,.i*,iMii<itKh.  rtb.  n,  tBM,  lan- 

«re  kept  in  improving  order,  rainiiig  nnnUHlly  inuro 
Lay  and  grain  than  ia  coasumed  bere.    The  wnt«r  i« 

l>lllB>.H.    I>.  riMchlV,  Bl 

oip.  a(  ••niM. 

i.i««,<-3TU.Uf. 

M  In  JuuilA,ls«ti4lK<>.  Jbb>  n,  1«M,  M 

of  tJie  bcstqiiaiity.     Imprnvcmenta  lire  unnuully  mwlB 

ii.iii.y  aautmi,.  whM. 

Nj>iii.lli.l»n;4M0c(.ll.iam,  ■■  Twh 

for  tlie  benefit  of  viailiir»,  and  goi>d  ordor  jircvjiils  on 

U.>l,  ««.. 

Kdv.nl  >luuli>.  NHHl.  I 

Juno  in,  IBOJ;  .lUcli.  JiK.y  i!,  iKtI.  .1  '11'.  ^ 

the  grounds. 

The  jiresidcnls  of  the  BOcinly  fi»r  aixty-twn  ytuim 

l'<.ttl.-k  W«in.j,miu«.lnJuii-10.  likffliaiMl.,  Ii«.  •0,  iwi.  u>  pmu- 

have  been  Snnn.el  Crocker,  1821-28;  Holand  How 

»rd,    1828-33;    Marcus   Morton,    1833-38;    Julin   C. 

JwH-BulWH.iuiM.  In 
■to.  L\il|» 

Juu<  16,  IS(W  i  tnm.  Mud.  SI.  KM.  b  VM. 

Dodge,   1838-39;    Peter  Thacher,   1839-12;    Jamw 

•ii  Jui«16,  ISUI;  Jluh,  JunatT.  IMM.BInp. 

Blunding,    18-12-44;    Cromwell     Leonard,    1841-47; 

Daniel  U.  C.li«.iH  iiitul 

Johnson  Gardner,  1847-60;  J.  H.  W.  Psge.  ISfiO- 

66;  Nnthan   Durfee,   1855-00;  John  Dnggett,  18(10- 

ll»..l.(W^.»1HI.]M  J 

ui..  11.  IMl  i  diHb.  Iqr  ri..l.W»|-<  pi>kWb» 

61;  Theodore   Denn,   18G1-M;    Oliver  Ames,   18tiC(- 

Ri.».l..Wllll.i.».  uiul. 

III  Al>K.  'Jt.  IMl  1  ahcb.  JuM  14,  IMZ,  f.u  dl>. 

68;     William     Mason,    18G8-75;     Theodore     D«aii, 

1875-83. 

Wiiii,>ui  a.  riMatu,  uw 

>«   All(.  2T,  lUl  1  dfck.  lUnh  II,  lltU,  IH 

The  treasurers  Ijitve  been  a«  follows :  Peter  Thuclier, 
1821-27;  James Spront.  1827-29;  Sumnd  L.Crocker, 

Mil,  Um,  U<(L 

■.U.L  In  r*b.  19,  IMM  :  U>UE.  J«H  11,  IMt.  t» 

1829-33;  W.  A.  F.Sproat,  1833-42;  Samuel  A.  Oenn, 

a,m,mma. 

1842-59;  Timothy  Gordon.  1859-63;   E.  D.  Towne, 

1863-68;  William  Reed,  1868-70;  William  0.  Lov- 

»,p.  ol  M.rtl«. 

oring,  1870-72;  Pbilimder  Williams,  1872-82;   Wil- 

JulKllt ll«u,>l>IUI.  lu 

ana  IS.  IMl ;  dl-i.  Jb...  n,  1)M,  m  m^  »f 

liam  White,  1882-83. 

ThJI!I."l'l*»t«.,  Blurt. 

D  JuDi  IS,  IMl ;  (llKb.  Aug.  a,  lall,  kr  «>- 

The   secretaries    have  been  as  follows:    Horatio 

mUUl,. 

Leonard,  It.  S.,   1821-26;   James  L.  HodgeB,  C.  8., 

Ull»r  1.  llarian,  Hiuil. 

n  AiK.H.lNli  diBh.  bjr  Fn.M»IV  piwla. 

1821-34;  W.  A.  F.  Sproat,  U.  8.,  1825-33;  3idt.«y 

Oil.  D,UlI.rrvn,  «,,..( 

u  Jul^  11.  IBSli  ai«d  S-pL  IT.  1M«.  ■!  I-UU- 

■Williams,  R.  &.,  1833-35;  George  B.  Aiwood,  R.  8., 

Mn-i-i,  e^ 

1835-38;    S.  A.  Dean,  B.  S.,  1842-60;    George  A. 

rnacUUiLKmay.amt. 

li.Ji.a.lS.180lifliKl..Juo.n,  Ill01,.l..p. 

Crocker,  C.  S.,  1834-88;  T.  Gorden,  B.  and  C.  8., 

Terniiu  H.:Mii1lli>.  lu 

»t.  In  Juna  16.  IMl ;  illKti.  Juu*  IT,  IMH,  M 

1850-52 ;  Lemuel  T.  Talbot,  R.  aud  G.  S.,  1852-65 ; 

up.  uf  xirtln. 

Charles  Talbot,  R.  8.,  18115-69;  Eztn  Davol,  C.  and 

CMim-1»<Juiiiii,  ii.iul.lii 

una  16,  IMl :  diKk.  19  PnaldMI-i  pniduB- 

B.  a.,  1867-72;  James  M.  Ouahinun,  C.  and  K.  H., 

''■"■ 

1872-75:   Daniel  I,.  Miti'beli,  1875-83. 

'""'mIiiJ'"'"'' 

Jijitd  16,  1861  ;  «lbab,  !je|it.  tt,  IMl.   (wc  dlr 

Juu.  16.  IMl;  .llKb.  b;  r»Uaufa  |««l*- 

Taunton  Men  in  the  Rebellion  in  Miscellaneous 

Companies. 

lli.uM  lliil.i,  liiM.!.  I<|J 

n„  li,  IsUl ;  ,li«:U.  b,  I'n.l4ai.|-.  ikucUbi*. 

Finar  BAStSAuiiirskTrs  voi.untkbus. 

Ur^uiKIIJiu,  U.1UI.  IbJ 

..«  16.  IHl  J  OUdi.  bj  l-nX4.ni'.  p>wl.ii» 

Tulrlck  Mcfiulre,  muil.  ig  Aug.  12,  l*Ja;  iM  Juna  ID,  IBM,  *l  WiMb- 
iugluu,  D,  C. 

dn.l'lt.H.  ai.nl}.  UIM 

■Mil  If. 
Wm.  II.  SI.,.1»,  1..U.I.  1 

in  Juljri.  lMI;dboh.b>pl.lS,  lMa,f«  Jto- 

Jul)  11. 1961  i  dlcb.  Juue  :.-T.  IHM.  ■(  H.p.  af 

SECOND  UASSACllirsFTTS  VULUNTICKIIS. 

OMriulr  /. 

lleu.J   B.Wuo.i«un],  ■. 

u«,  1.1  j.,u»  IS,  iMi  1  at«i  juu.  n,  liM,  u 

Iltillhu^n,  11 .1. 

CbuoLlunvlUo,  V«. 

SEVENTH  UASSAUIIUSm'TS  VOLlTNTKEUIi. 

Slu,«..,  a,  Wo«l,  ii>u.t.  i 

Jui»  IB,  IMl ;  ducb.  Jun.  St.  MM.  U  a.p.  or 

li«»l>u.l,A. 

\V,.,.ll.  Alw-Kl,  u.«l. 

n  Ju.>a  16.  IHl :  diKli.  Ah«.  ST.  las'  lu  db- 

Jmm<m  H»nnafold,  niutl.  la  Aug.  M,  ISUl ;  liUcli.  Al..il  1.  IM4  f-r  J..- 

■bllll}. 

■bllll/. 

Jul,,,    l>.,...intf,  oil..!.  <u 

Ju...  16,  IMl  :  Jl«b.  SapL  it.   laK.  for  dl- 

Cb«jHn,v  a. 

»Mli.,- 

Wm.  H.  Jackion,  nuilcbin;  luiut.  J.r  Juhb  19,  Ism  ;  ,ii,^\,.  Xuu.  1 1,  IHU^ 

kllci.il.l  li.s«j..  U Il 

Jana  16,  16111  i  dl«l..  J„u.  n.  !■«,  .,  ,„,.  ,< 

bri'r.lir-rWu'D.p.cli.Hi.L 

a«irt'  0.  Hairih,  iiiiulcl«u  ;  luu.l.  Ii>  Juub  liS.lBUI;  .IIkU.  Ann,  U,  la£^  ; 

la.  iMi  i  d!..^!.- JuD.  in.  1604,  .1  „t,  „f  KT- 

di«i.ihuuBNoT.io.ieu. 

vl.'e. 

OHrM  S»o1..  iiii«l.l.n  i  m».l.  In  Juuo  16,  IBiU  ;  .lUch,  Ju.i.  18, 1802, 

ttiTliuy  UuCMirl,  niiul. 

1  June  16,  IMl ;  -lUd..  Ju.»  n.  18H.  .1  up. 

li.rilkMbllU;;d)«l. 

llanUuN.WuAl.Biual^luii  umit,  lit  Juno  IS,  IKOI;  ^IM  Aug.T,  IBC'J, 

Alnll.W  tItU.*,  1UI»1.  l> 

Jl.na  IS,  16U1  :  dln.1  Ucl.  3",  l«a.  It  Tail.ituD. 

■1  rviln.  Moiliv.. 

JollB  I^ilimilll,  uiml.  In  Juno  IS,  lllllt;  ili(i.li,  Juii.lO,  IBOt,  Jll<il|i.  ur 

l'«lh.k  llvlllnriii,  luu.l 

..  A..«.  20,  IWH;  dtatU.  Jau,  n.  IMH.  „  up. 

nrrrlre. 
Clmrlfii  8nifn«T<<ii,  mw^.  In  JuiM»  1ft,  1MM ;  diirh.  Jnni*  tfT,  1904,  «t  exp. 

i»f  nrrvlr«». 
Itriiiiiii  Slnllpry,  niitMl.  in  .Innr  Ifi,  IWMI;  iliiwh.  Jnne  2ft,  IMM,  fi»r  dlwi- 

lillity. 
rhilip  8niitli,  mniii.  In  Jnnc  Ift,  18f;4;  ttlnch.  by  Prenldent*!  prpcUnm- 

tlim. 

NINTH  MASSACflUSRTTS  VOIiUNTKRRS. 

Lewli  /.iillcr,  mniHcInn;  rnnnt.  in  Jnne  17,  1M1;  diKh.  Ang.  10,  1862, 

Ity  finlpr  of  War  IVpurtnicnt ;  aliMnt,  tick. 
LnwreiMM*  Arclipool,  (To.  B;  must,  in  Aug.  20, 1803;  killed  May  8, 1804, 

fit  Wil(lrrn<m,  Viu 
PftnnlH  (Inllnhiin,  Ci>.  O;  niniit.  In  Aug.  9, 1862;  didcli.  Jnn.  20, 1863,  for 

dimMlity. 
Gcorgo  Wnj,  Go.  I ;  mnnt.  In  Ang.  21, 1803;  Irann.  Jnne  10, 1804,  to  32d 

Inf. 
)Iic1mr>1  nirininglmni,  mnit.  In  Feli.  10, 1804  ;  trans,  to  32d  Inf. ;  diacli. 

by  PrtMiidnnt'it  proclaninllon. 

EhRVKNTll  MA88ACIIU8RTT8  VOLUNTKKRS. 

Oompnufi  E. 
3flcliN<>1  Camiody,  miwt.  In  Jnly  19, 1803;  dlach.  July  14, 1805,  at  exp. 

of  BerTire. 
John  UhltP,  nniPt.  in  Ang.  10, 1803;  diacli.  Blay  2ft,  186ft,  for  dimblllty. 
Jonnli  Kmncla,  ninnt.  In  Ang.  14,  1863;  dlwrh.  by  Pmidenl*«  proclania* 
lion. 

TWELI-TII    MASSACIIUSKTTS    VOIiUNTKKRS. 

Benjamin  1*.  Ilowlnnd,  Co.  C;  ninst.  in  Oct.  16,  1863;  trans.  Jnne  25, 

1804,  to  .10th  Inf. 
Patrick  DonoTnn,  Co.  E;  muet  In  July  28, 1863;  diech.  July  8, 1864,  at 

exp.  of  nervice. 
Jfdin  l>nly.  Vn.  V;  niimt.  in  Oct,  28, 1803;  tmn«.  April  20, 1804,  to  navy. 
John   IMrrre,  (*4>.  (J;  nuHt.  In  Auk.  4,  IH03;  Irnna.  April  l.t,  1801,  to 

nn\y. 
Peter  K.  Scott,  Co.  G ;  mnit.  in  Jnly  26, 186:1 ;  tranii.  Jnne  26,  1864,  to 

89th  Inf. 
Warren  F.  I>ean,  fV).  I;  must  In  S^'pt.  23, 1803;  died  l>ec.  27, 1863,  at 

RirhnNintl,  Vn. 
AVIIIInni  Jones,  Co.  I;  must  In  Ang.  4, 1863;  trans.  June  2A,  1863,  to 

30th  Inf. 
Billings  T.  Iieonniil,  Cm.  I;  must,  in  Oct.  10, 1863;  trans.  March  1,1804, 

to  \>l.  Res.  Corps. 
Thomas  Stnnrt,  Co.  I;  must.  In  Ang.  4, 1803;  Irnns.  Juno  26, 1804,  to 

39th  Inf. 

TfllRTRRNTII    B1ASSACIIU8RTTS   VOLUNTEERS. 

GeorgA  King,  Co.  D;  mnst.  in  July  2ft,  1803;  disch.  by  President's  proc* 

lanmlion. 
Henry  4  "harp,  Co.  C;  must,  in  Jnly  26,1863;  disch.  Oct.  29,  1863,  for 

disability. 
M'illinm  llendrnion,  Co.  C ;  must.  In  Jnly  26, 186:1 ;  disch.  by  President's 

pntrlamnlion. 
Tliomns  Sullivnn  (Itit),  Co.  P;  must,  in  Jnly  24,  1863;  trans.  Jnly  13, 

1804,  to  3nih  Inf. 
Kdwniil  C«>|i*nmn,  Co.  K;  mnst.  in  July  2.\  1803;  trans.  April  22, 1864, 

to  nary. 
Tliomns  Ciwipor,  C«».  K;  must,  in  Ang.  3,  180;t;  trans.  Jnly  13,  1864,  to 

:mtli  Inf. 
Clinrln*  lln>4*ii,  Co.  R;  niiifit.  in  Jnly  26,  1803;  dinch.  by  President^ 

priM-bimntbin. 
Jamf>s  King,  C/o.  E;  must.  In  July  23,  1863;  trans.  April  22,  1864,  to 

nnvy. 
CbarlcN  A.  Williams,  Co.  E;  must,  in  Jnly  26,  180:);  killed  BIny  11, 

1801. 
John   llnimon,  Co.  K;  mnst.  In  Jnly  27,  1863;  trans.  April  22,  1804,  to 

imry. 
JsnicH  Mnrticns,  Co.  F;  must,  in  Jnly  28, 1803;  trans.  April  22, 1801,  to 

imvy. 
Blichsol   Murphy,  Co.  F;  must,  in  July  28, 1803;  trans.  April  22, 1804, 

to  iiiivy, 
Hrnry  O'Ni'il,  C«».  F;  mnst.  In  July  23,  1803;    dlmh.  by  rresideiit*s 

prtH-liimnllon. 
Perry  Seymour,  Co.  F;   must,  in  July  28,  1MS3;  disch.  by  Preslden)*s 

proclnmalioii. 
OiHtrgo  Wntprninu,  Co.  F;  mnst.  in  July  2:1, 1863;  disch.  by  Pretident*s 

pro''lMmation. 


proelnmatloii. 
Alfh^l  lAiMinre,  On.  G ;  mntt.  In  Jnly  Y7,  IMS;  tnuM.  Jvly  I3f  1864,  to 

3flth  Inf. 
Jake  Winter,  Co.  II ;  mnat.  In  Auf.  6, 1863;  ditob.  bj  PrMidenfto  proc- 

lamiitlnn. 
Augustus  Mnrriann,  Co.  I ;  matt  In  Jnly  SB,  1863;  trmns.  April  81, 1864, 

to  nary. 
Thomas  llnrphy.  Go.  I;  most.  Id  Auf.  6, 1863;  tr«ni.  Jnly  14, 1864,  to 

30th  Inf. 
Christian  Patterson,  mnst.  In  July  24,  1863;  r«\Ject«d;  reornlt  nnaa- 

slgnerl. 

FIFTEENTH  MASSACHUSETTS  VOLUNTEERS. 

Jacob  Dock  wilier,  Co.  0;  moat.  In  July  S4, 1863;  disch.  by  Presldenfft 
proclamation. 

Jolin  Grey,  Co.  D;  must  In  Jnly  30, 1863;  disch.  April  18, 1864,  for  dis- 
ability. 

Edmond  Krenn,  Co.  F;  must  In  July  80,  1863;  disch.  by  Pmldent*8 
proclamation. 

Willlnm  Streidell,  Go.  I;  mnst  In  July  31, 1863;  died  Feb.  17, 1864,  at 
Richmond,  Va. 

SIXTEENTH   MASSACHUSETTS  VOLUNTEERS. 

Rufns  M.  Ashley,  Go.  A  ;  mnst  In  Jnly  24, 1863;  trans.  April  28, 1864, 

to  nary. 
John  White,  Go.  B ;  mnst  In  Jnly  10, 1863 ;  trans.  Jnly  11, 1864,  to  11th 

Inf. 
Michael  Carmody,  Go.  D;  mnst  In  July  17, 1863 ;  trans.  Jnly  11, 1864,  to 

11th  Inf. 

SEVENTEENTH  MASSACHUSETTS  TOLUNTEBRS. 

George  Austin,  Go.  B;  most  In  Sept  8,  1864;  diseh.  Jnne  30,  1865; 

drowned  Feb.  17, 1874. 
Thomas  (^In,  Co.  C;  mmit  in  Felt.  2^  1864 ;  disch.  Jnly  11, 1866,  at  exp. 

of  service. 
James  Cnmmings,  Go.  G;  must  In  Jan.  12, 1866;  dlseh.  July  11, 1866,  at 

exp.  of  service. 
George  Atwill,  Go.  D;  mnst  In  Sept  6, 1864;  dlseh.  Jnne  90,  1866,  by 

onler  of  War  Department 
John  Kirby,  Go.  D ;  mnst.  In  Sept  3, 1864;  disch.  Jnly  27, 1866,  In  Co.  G. 
Tliomns  Morgan,  Co.  G;  mnst  In  Sept  21, 1864;  discb.  Jnly  11, 1866,  at 

exp.  of  senrlce. 
David  T.  Marston,  Go.  K ;  must,  in  Aug.  89, 1868 ;  disoh.  Ang.  3, 1864,  at 

exp.  of  service. 
John  S.  Smith,  Co.  K ;  mnst  In  Oct  86, 1868 ;  disch.  Feb.  11, 1864,  to  re- 

eollst. 

EIGHTEENTH   MASSACHUSETTS  VOLUNTEERS. 

John  Q.  Cliace,  musician;  mnst  In  Ang.  84,  1861 ;  diseb.  Aug.  11, 1862, 

by  order  of  War  Department 
William  T.  Fields,  musician;  most  In  Ang.  84,  1861;  disch. Sept  16, 

1861,  by  order  of  War  Department. 

Henry  P.  Baker,  Co.  A;  must  In  Ang.  26, 1863 ;  trana.  May  1, 1864,  to 

navy. 

Oompang  B. 

James  Ruby,  1st  sergt;  must  In  Aug.  24, 1861;  dtsch.  March  27,  1863, 

for  dimbility. 
Tliomns  Smith,  1st  sergt. ;  must  In  Ang.  24, 1861 ;  disch.  Sept.  2, 1864,  at 

exp.  of  service. 
Theo<1ore  Knytn,  sergt;  must  In  Ang.  24, 1861;  dlseh.  Sept  2, 1864,  at 

exp.  of  service. 
Stephen  Littleton,  sergt. ;  mnst  In  Ang.  24, 1861 ;  dlseh.  Sept  2, 1864,  at 

exp.  of  service. 
Patrick  Walsh,  sergt;  must  In  Ang.  24,  1861;  dIscb.  by  President's 

proclam:ilion. 
F^lward  Coyle,  Corp.;  must  in  Ang.  24, 1861 ;  diaoh.  Sept  2, 1864, at  exp. 

of  service. 
WilllMni  Green,  cor|n ;  must  In  Ang.  84, 1861 ;  diseh.  Sept  2, 1864,  at  exp. 

of  service. 
Patrick  Galligan,  must,  in  Ang.  24, 1861 ;  died  Sept  18, 1804,  at  Ander- 

sonvllle,  Ga. 
George  1).  l>enn,  muMictan ;  mnst.  in  Ang.  24, 1861 ;  disch.  Sept  2, 1804, 

at  exp.  of  service. 
William  Ball,  must  In  Aug.  24,  1861 ;  disch.  by  Preridenfs  proclama- 
tion. 
Benjamin  F.  Boren,  must.  In  Ang.  24, 1861 ;  killed  Aug.  30, 1802,  at  Bul| 

Rnn,  Va. 
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Kiiliril  Slii^hnii,  Oil.  G;  must,  in  Feb.  28,  18(14  ;  dlNcli.  July  1A,  180.%  nt 

i»xp.  of  «n»rvlc«». 
JfMppli  ('.  Ihiwfl,  (K  K;  niiirtt.  in  Blnrrli   10,  IMAt;  ilim-li.  .Inly  in,  IMiUi, 

nt  r»x|i.  of  •«f»rr|rn. 
JnMi«*fi  II.  Siifiirer,  HorKl.,  (%».  F;  niniit.  In  Ang.24,  |Hf;| ;  pm.  lolntlintt. 

Sept.  !i,  18<w;;  now  In  rrf^nlnr  arnijr. 
ISilwAnI  W.  Jftnklna,  Co.  F;  must,  in  Sept.  4,  1861 ;  ilincli.  Feb.  4, 1803, 

for  ilMnMlily. 
John  Ijof(He,  aerirt.,  Co.  G ;  mntit.  In  Blnrcli  23, 18G4;  ilinch.  July  IC,  18<V>, 

nt  exp.  of  «nrvlr». 
George  W.  IMttfi,  0>.  (I;   must,  in  Jnly  Sf),  18(11;  d inch,  by  Prenldent*! 

proelnmntion. 
John  Mr<tnlie,  On.  II;  mnst.  in  Aug.  7,  18(}:);  dinch.  by   rreNldent*8 

pntclRmntion. 
8nnine|  M.  nnnliee,  Vo.  K  ;  niufrt.  in  Fell.  4, 18(» ;  dincli.  July  10, 18fl5,at 

ex  p.  of  aerrice. 
Willinm  K.  Ilntliftwnr,  Go.  K;  niuM.  In  Dee.  20,  180.1;  disch.  Jnly  16, 

1806,  nt  ex  p.  of  aervlce. 
ainrlen  II.  Teclc,  To.  K  ;  must,  in  Doc.  10, 180.1;  dinch.  Jnly  10, 1805,  nt 

exp.  of  iiorvlre. 
Ilirnni  KogerH,(Vt.  K  ;  nintt  In  IVc.  20, 1803;  diach.  Jnly  27, 1805, nt  exp. 

of  nerrlre. 
J<«epli  K.  Snnford,  iVi.  K  ;  niuM.  in  Jan.  20, 1804 ;  die*!  Jnne  10,  1804. 
Kilwnnl  K.  Slnplen,  (V>.  K  ;  mnst  in  .Ian.  21, 1804;  dinch.  Jnly  10, 1804, 

nt  exp.  of  nor y Ice. 

TWFNTY4<F.00ND   MASSACIIUSKTTS  VOI.UNTKKRS. 

John  A.WrlKht,  tut  nergt^  Co.  A;  innst.  In  Fnb.  2,  1804;  trnnn.  Oct.  20, 

1804,  to  32d  Inf. 
George  D.  Mnrtln,  nergt.,  Co.  A ;  must,  in  Feb.  2, 1864;  trans.  Oct.  26, 

1804,  to  32d  Inf. 
KdwnnI  C.  Yonng,  C<).  A ;  mnst.  In  Fob.  2, 1804;  trans.  Oct  20, 1864,  to 

•TJd  Inf. 
Willinm  1>.  Ilnti'li,  1st  sorgl.,  Co.  C;  mnst  In  8ept  2, 1801 ;  pro.  to  2d 

liont.  Jnno  l.'i,  1K02. 
Chnrlrs  II.  Jones,  1st  set gt.,  (!o.  C ;  must  in  Sept  2, 1801 ;  dlsch.  Oct.  17, 

|8(M.  nt  exp.  of  snrvlce. 
Joseph  Knott,  1st  sergt..  (^^i.  C;  must  In  Sept.  2, 1801 ;  pro.  to  2d  lleot 

50th  Inf. ;  disrh.  Sept.  '24,  1803. 
Jnnies  N.  lUnck,  sergt.,  C^i.  C;  must  In  April  1, 1804 ;  trans.  Oct  26,1804, 

U>.T2d  Inf. 
MrilUnm  II.  Cnri»ontor,  sergt.,  ('o.  C;  mnst  in  Sept  2, 1801 ;  dlsch.  Jnn. 

5,  lKO:t,  for  liimldlily ;  dM  Mny  14, 1877. 
IjotI  li.  Crane,  seigt.,  ('«.  (!;  mnst  In  Sept.  2, 1801;  trans.  I>ec.  12, 1803, 

to  Vpt   Kos.  C^iriw. 
Tliomns  l<yn<h,  sorgt.,  C^i.  <!;  mnst.  in  Sept.  2,  1801 ;  dlsoh.  Oct.  17, 1804, 

nt  exp.  of  nerylre. 
Rfihert  I.  PInnt,  mnnt.  in  Sept  2,  1861 ;  disch.  I>ec.  1,  1802,  for  disa- 

hility. 
John  Hntrk.  Co.  (';  mnst.  in  Sept.  2, 1801 :  pro.  to  Ist  lieut;  disch.  Jan.  6, 

18<CI. 

TWKNTY-FOUKTH   MA.'iSACIIUSBTTS  VOIiUNTRKRS. 

Jumes  Mntherson,  S'Tgt.,  (!o.  I>;  enl.S4*ptl7,]86l ;  re^nl.  Jan.  4,1864; 

disrh.  Jnn.  20, 18(iO,  nt  exp.  of  serTlco. 
Stephen  Weeks,  corp.,  0».  G;  mnst.  in  Jnn.  3,  1805  ;  disch.  Jnn.  3, 1806, 

nt  exp.  of  scr%'lre. 
FredfHrk  S.  Cnnnings.  Co.  I);  must  in  Jan.  4,  18(W;  disch.  Jnn.  20, 

1800,  nt  ex|».  of  srr\|ro. 
Aldnthiir  Donn,  Co.  (3 ;  mnst.  in  (M.  11,  1K01 ;  dinch.  Oct.  12,  1804,  at 

exp.  of  K-rvirr, 
ChnrloK  K.  Fnles,  Co.  G ;  mnst.  in  Mny  20,  186-2;  disch.  Jnn.  3, 1804,  to 

ro-onllst. 
Iloiiry  8.  CJjlMioir,  C»i,  (J ;  must  in  Sept.  12,  1801 ;  dis<  h.  April  7, 18<W, 

for  iils.iliility. 
Jerry  A.  IIi'«mII»',  Co.  H;  nnnt.  in  May  8, 1S02;  dlsch.  I )«•<•.  18, 180.1,  to 

lo-enllst. 
Willinm  II.  l.iiMls«*>,  (%•.  H;  nnnt  in  Mu.v  1.1,1802;  dls«'h.  l>or.  19,1801, 

to  ii>-rnli«t. 
Grurge  MonKorill,  Co.  C;   mnst  in  Oct  19,  1801;  disrh.  1  »or.  29, 1801, 

for  dUnlillit.v. 
Wilson  l>.  Downn,  Co.  D;  must,  in  Sept.  2.5,  1801 ;  disrh.  Jan.  1,  1804.  to 

ro-euIUt;  ro.».|i|.  Jnn.  2, 1801 ;  disi'li.  Jnn.  2n,  1800,  st  exp.  of  sorvlre. 
Thonins  Wnllon,  Co.  F;  must,  in  Oct.  W,  1801 ;  dlsch.  Oct.  :U),  1804,  at 

HXp.  of  «ierv|c*».  • 

Frwierick  lloywnni,  sergt.,  Oi.  1);  enl.  Sopt.  17,1801;  re-enl.  Jnn.  4, 

1804 :  disch.  Jnn.  2().  18(Ni,  nt  exp.  of  servire. 


Clinrlos  Riley,  Oo.  (1 ;  must,  in  l>ec.  8, 1863 ;  disch.  Jnn.  3, 1804,  to  re-en- 
list ;  re-enl.  Jan.  4, 1804;  dinoh.  liy  Prealdent'n  proclamation. 

John  lliley,  (>i.  G;  must  in  Sept  18,  1861;  dlMdi.  8e|it  18,  1804,  at 
exp.  of  service. 

John  A.  Weill,  (>>.  G ;  miwt  In  March  1, 1804 ;  dinch.  Jan.  80, 1800,  at 
exp.  of  service. 

James  Wllllainn,  On.  G ;  mnat  In  Dae.  1, 1861 ;  diaeli.  I)ee.4, 1864,  at  exp. 
of  service. 

Francis  Allen,  Go.  II ;  mnnt.  In  Jan.  4, 1864;  diach.  Jan.  20,  I860,  at  ozp. 
of  service. 

George  Reeil,  Go.  II ;  mnnt.  In  Nor.  1 ,  1864 ;  dlsch.  Jan.  20,  I860,  at  exp. 
of  service 

Peter  GInncey,  Go.  K  ;  must.  In  Oct.  28, 1861 ;  dlsch.  Jan.  6, 1863,  for  dis- 
ability. 

TWRNTT-SIXTII   MASSACIIUSKTTS  VOLUNTKKBS. 

Jnmes  OInrk,  Go.  G;  must,  in  Sept.  lA,  1861;  dlsch.  Jan.  1, 1864,  to  re- 
enlist;  r»-enl.  Jan.  S,  1864;  diach.  Ang.  SO,  1866,at  axp.  of  service. 

TWKNTY-KIGIITn   B1A8SAGI1USBTT8  VOLUHTEBRS. 

Jacob  Drown,  Go.  A;  must  In  Aug.  10^  1863;  dIach.  by  Prealdent*a 

proolamntion. 
Aretus  Ilnll,  Go.  A ;  mnat  In  Aug.  10, 1863 ;  diaoh.  Jona  80, 1866,  at  axp. 

of  service. 
>Vlllinni  Kelly,  Go.  A  ;  mnst  In  March  9, 1864 ;  killed  M«y  6, 1864,  at 

Wildemeas,  Va. 
John  Smith,  Go.  D ;  mnat  In  March  9, 1864 ;  nMng  aince  May  5, 1864. 
George  Blorrla,  Go.  1);  moat  In  March  10, 1864;  abaent  (wotinded)alDC« 

May  28,1864. 
Tlioman  Raney,  Go.  F;  nuat.  In  March  7,1864;  dtoeh.  by  Preaident'a 

proclamation. 
James  Murphy,  corp..  Go.  I;  mnat  In  Dae  18, 1861 ;  diaeh. Dec.  10, 1864, 

at  exp.  of  aervlce. 
rhilip  Rand,  Go.  I ;  must  In  Dec.  13, 1801 ;  trana.  Jnly  1, 1863,  to  Vat. 

Ren.  (Virfia. 
James  Keeler,  unnsslgned  rocmlt;  must  in  March  0, 1864 ;  trana.  June 

11, 1804,  to  nary. 

TWKNTT-NINTII  MA88A0HU8BTT8  YOLUMTKKRS. 

John  Drown,  Go.  A ;  must  In  Aug.  26, 1864 ;  dIach.  Fab.  11,  1866,  for 

disability. 
Alexander  Ilughea,  Go.  0 ;  mnat.  In  Aug.  20, 1864 ;  dIach.  by  Prealdent*B 

proclamation. 

Ctapl.  TFOIfmi  THFp*i  0»M|Nra|r  (F). 

George  W.  Gill hla,  Corp. ;  mnst.  In  Deo.  11,  1861;  dIaoh.  Dec.  22,1862, 

for  disability. 
John  Goodwin,  corp. ;  must  In  Jan.  2, 1864 ;  dlach.  July  89, 1865,  at  oxp. 

of  service. 
William  II.  Tyndall,  corp. ;  mnst  In  Nov.  85, 1801 ;  diach.  Jan.  1. 1864, 

to  re-enlist;  re-enl.  Jsn.  2, 1864 ;  dlach.  July  6, 1865,  for  disability. 
James  Dooth,  musician ;  mnst  In  Jan.  2, 1864 ;  dlsch.  July  20, 1865,  nt 

exp.  of  nervice. 
jRdwnrd  Delcher,  must  In  Dec.  0,  1861  ;  dlach.  Nov.  1, 1862,  nt  exp.  of 

service. 
Alexnnder  Drlckell,  must  In  Dae.  0, 1861 ;  diach.  Aug.  27, 1862,  for  dis- 

nliility. 
Willinm  II.  Dums,  mnst  In  Aug.  7, 1868;  dlach.  March  29, 1804,  to  re- 
enlist. 
Hugh  D.  Oonnly,  nmst  In  Nov.  7, 1801 ;  died  Jnly  28, 1862. 
Joseph  DnvIs,  mnst  in  Dec.  2, 1801 ;  dlsch.  April  4, 180-1,  for  dlsnbility. 
Jnmes  Dngnn,  mnst  In  Dec.  6, 1801 ;  dlsch.  Sept.  23, 1862,  for  dlsnbility. 
Alonxo  Gnrvin,  mnst.  in  Nov.  7, 1801 ;  disch.  Jan.  1, 18(V4,  to  ro-enlist; 

re-enl.  Jnn.  2,  1804;  dinch.  Jnly  20,  1805,  at  exp.  of  service. 
Itrnjnmin  T.  Go<1frey,  mnst.  in  Dec.  11, 1861 ;  died  Sept  7, 1802,  nt  Phil- 

ndolpliln,  Pn. 
Drtlef  Dotlikofl,  mnst.  in  Nov.  30.  1801  ;  dinch.  Jnn.  1,18(M,  to  re-<?nlist. 
JoHopli  Ilniner,  must.in  Blnrrh  8,1802;  died  Sept 0,1802, at  Milo(;reek, 

Vn. 
Oxvrn  BlrMnnus,  must  In  Doc.  7,  1801 ;  dlsch.  April  II,  1802,  of  old  age. 
Willinm  II.  rhiliits,  must,  in  Sept  3, 1804 ;  dlsch.  May,  1805,  nt  exp.  of 

service. 
Iieuis   R.  Pierce,  must  in  Nov.  7,  1801 ;  diaeh.  Mny  22,  1802,  for  dian- 

iiility. 
John  R.  Piser,  mnst.  in  Feb.  27, 1802;  com.  aergt.  March,  1802;  die«l  Jan. 

13.  1882. 
Thomns  S.  Sherman,  mnst.  in  Dec.  2, 1801 ;  dlsch.  Sept.  8, 1862,  for  disa- 

l>iUtv. 


HISTOBY  01  BRISTOL  COUNTY.  UAS9ACHUSETTS. 


Junt*BliiiuBi,iuu>t.  InNui.  ia.l»l|  >ll>l  rui.  It.  Hwg.m  tUiWur-l 

TmiiTV-Tiimit  MAMAniuaami  voLi'STHKift. 

llH|.lt.l,  W..l,ln(lu>..  1).  C. 

a.fL  Ahw  nro«;,M,-.  i>^r«f » U). 

Vrancla  C.  I«iilun,  IM  (uri^.  1  nioit.  Iq  An(.  a,  Uba  ;  pm.  ID  III  llaU. 

».,«.  1.1,1W*idWA<.i,»,l<IW. 

Adolpll  Vr»«<,  nilul.  Id  Jul;  13,  tIM)  dlKb.  Jaif  ».  I«I1&,  .1  ,tf.  of 

0.  A.  WI.I10.  miKi-  In  No..  !S.  I«)l :  dbuh.  StvU  W,  IHI,  for  dk«blJI<>. 

H-<al>  11.  «ailn>,I«Kt.lullll.l>>  An|.  S,  ll(>£;  diaob.  Juna  II,  IMU.al 

T.  W.  Wrllloglu.l.nili.1.  In  N.,v.30,  IBUI  ;  cIlH'L.b;  P>-l<l*ul'l  l»«l.- 

blp-ri).  Ill>ndln.(vrp.;  biui.  In  Au^.A,  t«<Mi  dlicl..  Juoa  II.  IWii.gt 

TlilKTY-iiRCOKI)   MASSAOIIUSETTa  VaLUNTBtAS. 

Edwaxlit.  Iloiiil,con<-.  atmt.laAng.&,laU;  dMili.  Jnlj  M,  IMl.bjF 

WIllLm  Dun.1..  Uo.  A ;  •.t.ut.  tn  Sot.  ».  1«M;  <ll.d  U.j  IT.  IMS. 

wd«  of  W«  P^l, 

AKi^Kl  l«|4n,  Ou.  A;  um.i.  In  Juljr  27, Don ;  itUrli.  Jnu*  S,  18U,at 

All-rl  K.  n.lH)p,  BiuldaBi  »u«.  In  Auc.  B,  l«Ki  diKh.  Jau*  n,  IMi, 

•laip.  ofacrrlM. 

Tl»«<«.  W.KI..I..,  (kK  A ;  n.n.1.  In  8.,>l.  IX,  IBM  i  .Itorb.  J.l/t,  l«lin,lu 

ofJ.ro(W„IW|,L 

iAllll/lilw"Ho..m,IM17. 

Jol>BHIIIor,Co.  U;  uiul.  In  Nu>.  11,  tM4i  divh.  Juu>lS,1Ba,U  dp. 

QaurtaB,  Vmnball.wut.  luAu(.  i^lMXi  kllbd  Unj  l«,  IWH.al  R*- 

of  Hnk>. 

wi!a,Qa. 

Cm.!  >lur^^  »>.  Di  mut  In  All(.  SI.  lH4l  .lUcb.  lUf  M,  1*U,  b} 

Rolloh  S.  Ontlaw,  uiut.  In  Anc  S,  IMt ;  illMl..  Juh  11.  lMi,al<k|hoC 

onliiufWir  De|4. 

iuob  S.U»«U,  Oo.  U;  mutt.  In  Julj  U.  liOSi  .1U.J..  Juoi  »,  1MB.  U 

(W.lo  l\  l>Mi,  Binil.  In  Ai.|.  a,  IMS ;  Iran,  (n  Yal.  Km.  IVq-  Br|«.  1, 

■ip  of  wrrlot. 

HIehul  Blmiliigliiin,  Co.  C;  muM.  <u  Fib.  H,  ISM;  rllBh.  by  Pnl- 

Andc...   I)»rio(,  mutt  In  Aii(.«,  IMI;  dl.=h,  IW.  •,  1»M,  fo.  dto. 

aUIIlr. 

VUIImu  Juii«,  Cu.  Ci  n.u.1.  In  An(.  1,  laai;  diMl..  Jimu  M,  iwa.  ■! 

A1.I.O.  a.  IWB..)',  n,t..l.  In  Ang,  S,  IWW;  dlach.  Juno  11.  I«B.  .<  ..[•■•f 

»]•.  ofwrtlEifc 

IboaiuKansodj.Cu.  F;  m<ut.  In  8<i|il.  11,18«(;  dbch.  Juni  ».  IHIU. 

■L  «p.  of  •.ryjc 

JauH  «a.an,  «.«.!.  lo  Au,.a,  IHt;  dl.ih.Jun.  11,  IIHIt,  .1  «p..r 

Bmjuiuiu  L.  lluwUnd,  Co.  Q  ;  hhH.Id  Oct.  IS,  IMS;  dlieli.  Juno  n. 

l8M.1,i:ort.rof  WMl).p1. 

Jamo.  (llllMpla,  .autl.  In  Ana.  B,  1S«1:  dM..  Jon*  U,  IMS,  tl  aip.  of 

John  McK.n»)'.a>.0;o.u)I-l>i  AB.4,IBM:diB)i.  Juiit(P,lM»,>l 

0«in  OI1l,iHuil.  In  Aug.  S,  \Kli;  lUaeb.Junill,  IVU.al.cp.of  ■frDn. 

H.nr,  l-op^C.Q;  mon.  In  J.n.l>,I»M;  Jtooli.Jii1)S,lMB,b/mU.r 

nuMk  Jon..,  u.n.L  lu  Au(.  a,  IMK;  dl»l..  Jul,.  11.  IMtS.  al  nf.  U 

or  W-r  D.PL 

eilbirl  Urti,  Co.  G ;  mnrt.  In  Siqit.  T,  1«S3;  dlKb-  Jauo  U,  IMU,  •!  up. 

Fiaeniau  W.  Kln(,  n.iuL  In  A«».  8,  IMSi  dl«J>.  K.rA  T,  l«1.1,  lot  dl* 

of  «r.lD». 

nbllll). 

rnndi  WliHler,  Co.  O;  muiL  In  Del.  1,  leMi  dlMb.  I>f  Piwlrlonll 

AUinu  II.  Ufllu,uul.  In  Aai.  t,  IMi;  diKli.  by  I'mMui-i  p>ocLiBa- 

WhthuP.  Poll,  Co.  II;  Dinn.  In  Btpl.  11,1803;  dltd  DmIT,  1M3,  at 

1»„\.  U.  L-onanI,  n«a.  lu  Ang.  6,  IMS  ■,  11.1M.  Jw.  IS,  IMt.  i»  TA 

lUchmond.  V.. 

Ua>.  Coipa. 

JoUn  Holi^  Co.  U ;  O.O.I.  In  B<pl.  IS,  ItM  1  dl«)i.  JiiBt  i,  IWt,  lijunlor 

of  \1v  DopL 

oraantM. 

Goorgi  Wk).  Ou.  H;  diiuL  In  Ant  ^L  19^3;  diKli.  Juno  29,  IMS,  Ht  cip. 

Julin  I,jnd.,  niuiL  In  An«.  »,  1«M;  dbch.  Juna  11.  IB6i,  •(  «|i,  of  aatv 

tIcu, 
Ucoriio  A.  Mul.m,  mux.  In  Aug  fi.  lfaS3:dl«l..  Jan.  lit,  led,  f^  Obi- 

Honry  W.  Wl.lUuit,  Co.  H  ;    lUUK.  In  fob.  S,  1«M  ;  Uli^b.  Jnno  2».  lailfi. 

■I  lip,  of  Hnl«. 

abllilj,. 

Tl.ouuCoopw,Oo.I:i>lul.  In  Aog.  3,16031  dlKll.Jun>M,ieU,al 

Jaoob  W.  Uuuaajr,  niuil.  In  .\u(.  B.lMti  Imua.  Au*.  \,\Va.  M  Vrt. 

up.  of  Hiilc*;  itiHul.idck. 

llL-t.  Corp.. 

CharlHO.  W.  H.  Emck,Ui.  I;  unit-in  SapMS,  IWM;  Jl«li.by  l-rHl- 

Horbui  Nailor,  ninil.  In  Au(.  A,  VIX&;  •Uavli.  Anfl.  H.  l*<a,  lo>  dlai- 

blllly. 

Dl<IJ  Ulin.,  Co.  I  ;  o.oil.  In  Ju..  a,  KM*  ;  dUob.  Juu.  M,  WOS,  .1  up' 

■ninnuu,  W.  H..li.^  Jf..  H»t.  In  AUf.  6,  IMU;  dl*l..  Juu,  11.  Im:^  .. 

Jacob  tuna,  Oo.  1 1  muit.ln  July  »,  laHj  tllKli.  Junt  W,ll«9,>lup. 

Itaihl  Nouuaa,  aiual.  lu  An|.  B,  lllM;  dtocb.  Juuall,  lRb\  al  »i]....f 

of  Hr.ki. 

aorrk*. 

Jolin  A.  Wri|bl,litHm,  Oi.  L;  rauiil.ln  T<ib.l,1tNHi  dlKb-Hoi.  4, 

giorgrlr.  IlHd,niut.ln  Ani.a,  lK3;dlHb.  Juno  11,  1MB,  at  up.  .4 

aclIlG*. 

Owro  Uink  i^Vl.  Uu.  L;  miHL  In  IW  I.IMI ;  dlKb.  Jna.  n.  leu. 

lUllkk  Itobarlwn,  lunat.  iu  Ang.  B,  1B«I;  dliKll.  Much   lU,  IXn,  t»I 

byocd«-DfWarl).pt. 

illiabllllx. 

CbarlMO'Noll,corp.,Co.  Limuit.lDMan:b31,llH)4)<Uuh.JunoH,IBM, 

Wllllaui  Bolbwoll,  niutl.  lu  AU(.  8,  1861;  dlsb.  by  PnalJanl'i  |w«l.- 

mat  loo. 

Idmnl  C.  Young,  Corp..  Oo.  L;  niniL  In  gab,  1,  MiH;  dluii.  June  29. 

G«,!g„  Sn.ltll,  mail.  In  Au(.  S,  liWZ;  dUb.  June  11,  lbU5,.l  ,.k|..  uf 

JidmA.  1II.l1i,L'o.  Li  n.n>Llii   U<nM,  31,  ISII4 ;  dlicb.  Juno  Ml.  ISUo. 

FiantJ.  11.  Tb»Br,  unci.  In  Aug.  S,  1M1!;  diacb.  March  3U,  WM.  tor 

SaorKBUark,  Oii.  L;  muii.  In  Aii^  w,  Hay.  ,lli,cli.  Jimu  ^J,  IKd.:,  ni 

Al'i-n^li^r  U.  «  bllo,.nn.l.  In  A"b..'.,  1B«2i  dl«l  Supi.  20,  MHi-i,  .1  Al,:i- 

oIp.ofHrYin. 

i 


TIIIRTV-SKVKNTII  MASSACIIUSKTTS  VOIiUNTKRUS. 

Wllliiim  C.  OrIiooii,  Go.  A ;  most.  In  Jan.  21, 1804  ;  tinM.  Jnn.  2(1, 1805, 

to  2fnh  Inf. 
Jftiwr*  lltirnn,  (V).  A ;  mntt.  in  Fel>.  10,  IW4 ;  ditch,  by  Prenldant**  pnic- 

Ininnlion. 
John  Cnnningliftm,  Go.  A ;  mntt.  in  Feb.  27, 1864 ;  ifRns.  Jane  21, 1865, 

fo2ftth  inf. 
llob«trt  8he<»hRn,  Co.  1) ;  mntt.  In  Feb.  26, 1804 ;  tmnt.  Jnne  19, 1864,  to 

Vnh  Inf. 
Jowph   I>.  ORlehan,  l»t  wrgt..  Go.  G;  musU  In  Feb.  10, 1864 ;  pro.  to  2d 

lient.  Oct.  13.  1864. 
George  SnRer,  nmnlcten.  Go.  D;  mast  In  Feb.  18, 1864;  tmns.  June  21, 

IMVi,  to  2iHh  Inf. 
Harry  A.  Cnsbman,  Go.  K;  ninst.  in  Dec.  26, 1803 ;  pro.  to  2d  lieut  Oct. 

Willinni  K.  Ilntlmwny,  Go.  II;  mnet.  In  Jan.  2(),  1864;  tmni.  Jnne  21, 

1H6r>.  to  iiHli  Inf. 
Thoniaii  IKilnn,  niiieiclan,  Co.  K;  must  in  Feb.  24, 1864;  trans.  Jnne  21, 

I860,  to  20th  Inf. 

Vnauigned  JiecmUM. 

Henry  8.  Benton,  1st  sergt.,  mnnt.  In  Dec.  26, 1863 ;  died  of  wounds  July 

K),  1864,  at  Alexandria,  Va. 
Henry  II.  Godding,  must,  in  Ang.  28, 1861 ;  trans.  Jnne  21, 1866,  to  20th* 

Inf. 
Jercniiiih  C.  KIdridge,  muMt.  in  Jan.  20,1864;  trans.  June  21,  1865,  to 

20th  Inf. 

TIIIKTY-BlonTIl   MASSACHUSETTS  YOLUNTBKRS. 

William  Finn,  Co.  B;   must  in  Feb.  11,  1864;    dlsch.  by  President's 

proclamation. 
Kogene  C.  Wells,  Co.  F ;  must  in  Jan.  27, 1864 ;  trans.  June  22,  1866,  to 

26th  l»r. 

TIIHITY-NINTH  MASSACHUSETTS  VOIiUNTERIlS. 

Jacob  Schwnrts,  Co.  A ;  ninst.  in  July  28, 1863;  trans.  June  2, 1865,  to 

32d  Inf. 
Thomas  Stuart,  Co.  B ;  must  in  Ang.  4, 1863;  died. 
Thonms  Murphy,  Co.  G ;  must  In  Aug.  6,  1863 ;  died  Jan.  1,  1866,  at 

Salisbury,  N.  C. 
Jacob  Marty,  Co.  H;  must  in  July  27, 1863 ;  trans.  June  2, 1865,  to  32d 

Inf. 
Thonms  Sullivan  (1st),  Co.  I ;  must  in  Jnly  24,  1863 ;   trans.  Juno  2, 

1865,  to  32«l  Inf. 

KORTIETH   MASSACHUSETTS  VOLUNTEERS. 

Daniel  MIckell,  Co.  A :  must  In  Aug.  23, 1862 ;  killed  July  30, 1864,  at 

Peterslinrg,  Va. 
Eugene  Bllllenl,  Co.  F;  must  in  Sept  3, 1862;  dlsch.  Jan.  16, 1865, at 

ex  p.  of  sorrlce. 
Albro  W.  Alilrlcb,  C«.  11 ;  must  In  Sept  1,  1862;  klllwl  June  24, 1864, 

at  IVter!»l»urp,  Va. 
OoorRe  II.  n<>liins<iii,  C/O.  II;  must,  in  Sept  I,  1862 ;  disch.  June  16,1865, 

at  ex  p.  of  service. 
Jamos  II.  SpMnger,  Co.  II;  must  in  Sept.  1,  1862;  trans.  Jan.  15, 1864, 

to  Vet.  Res.  Cori*. 
Ste|ihcn  Weeks,  IV>.  I ;  iniii<>t  In  Jan. .%  |86'>;  tmns.  to  24th  Inf. 

KIFTY.Fl»URTn   MASSACHUSETTS   VOLUNTEERS. 
Thoni.ii«  ClIiKJH,  Co.  A;  must.  In  Oct.  10, 1863;  dl.-ch.  Sept  12,  1865,  at 
ex  p.  of  serrlce. 

FIFTY-SIXTH   MASSACHUSETTS  VOLUNTEERS. 
Patiick  lhuioIi«»e,  <V>.  C;  must,  in  Doc.  28,  186.1;  illsch.  Jnly  12, 1805, 

at  exp.  of  service. 
Roliert  F.  Noonliaii,  O).  C;  ninst.  In  Dec.  28, 1803  ;  dlsch.  Jnly  24, 1805, 

by  nrib'r  of  War  Dept ;  ilind  In  Omaha  May  0, 1K76,  in  2d  U.  8.  Car. 
Jniiien  Wnnl.  Co.  (';  ninst.  In  Doc.  28,  186»;  died  of  wounds  June  22, 

1804,  at  AiiiiniHilln,  Md. 
Cliailes  n.  Staples,  Co.  K;  must  in  March  1,  1861;  dlsch.  July  12, 1865, 

at  eKp.  of  8»Mv|fo. 
Samuel  ShriMinl,  C^.  I;  must  In  Feb.  4, 1864;  killed  Jnne  27,  1864,  at 

Petei-xbiMg,  Va. 
Herbert  V.  Worcester,  (^>.  1 ;  must.  In  Feb.  4,  1864;  dle«l  Sept.  13,  1864, 

nt  Aiideisoiivllle,  Ga. 
John  II.  King,  Co.  K ;  must,  in  Feb.  25,1864 ;  dlsch.  by  President's  proc- 
lamation. 


Fimr-SBYBNTII  MASSAGIIUSBm  TOLUNTBBRS. 

Oaorga  B.  Deartiom,  moildlan.  Go.  O;  most  la  March  4,  1864;  dlsch. 

July  30, 1865,  at  ex|i.  of  serrioe. 
Isaac  P.  Traak,  Go.  I ;  moat  in  April  8,  1864;  dlach.  Jnly  30,  1866,  at 

exp.  of  service. 

FIFTT-BIGHTH  MA8SAGIIUSBTT8  YOLVNTEBBS. 

CbrnfMay  0. 

Barlllla  F.  Staples,  must.  In  Feb.  8, 1864;  pro.  to  lient.  May  3, 1865. 

Brown  D.  HIgging,  sorgt. ;  mnst.  In  Feb.  8, 1864;  dlsch.  July  14, 1865, 
nt  exp.  of  service ;  died  July  21, 1866. 

Albert  A.  Harvey,  oorp.;  must  In  Fsb.  8, 1864 ;  disoh.  July  14, 1866,  at 
exp.  of  service. 

Marconah  B.  Wilcox,  Corp.;  mnst.  in  Fsb.  8, 1864;  dlsch.  July  14, 1865  ; 
diod  In  Raynham  Sept.  0, 1866. 

John  i\  Harding,  musician ;  must  In  F^.  8, 1864;  dlsch.  July  14, 1865, 
at  exp.  of  aervice. 

John  Batey,  must.  In  Feb.  8, 1864;  died  at  Sallsbnry,  N.  G. 

Feansant  Beanreanby,  must.  In  Feb.  8, 1864;  dlsch.  by  President's  proc- 
lamation. 

Alphonso  Bliss,  must  In  Feb.  8,  1864;  dlsch.  April  18,  1865,  for  dis- 
ability. 

William  Bores,  must.  In  Feb.  8, 1864;  disch.  M«y  10, 1866,  by  order  of 
War  Department 

Nathaniel  L.  Breley,  mnst  In  March  26, 1864;  dlsch.  Feb.  20, 1866,  for 
disability. 

Antolne  Brouseau,  must  In  Feb.  8, 1864;  dlsch.  by  President*^  proclama- 
tion. 

John  Burns,  mnst  In  Feb.  8, 1864 ;  disch.  Jiily  18,  1866,  at  exp.  of  ser- 
vice. 

Cliarles  H.  Caswell,  mnst  in  Feb.  8, 1864;  dlsch.  July  14, 1866,  at  exp. 
of  service. 

William  II.  Caswell,  mnst  In  Feb.  8, 1864;  dlsch.  Mot.  17, 1864,  for  dUi- 
aMIity. 

Goorge  E.  Caswell,  must  in  Feb.  8, 1864 ;  dlsch.  July  14,  1866,  at  exp. 
of  service. 

John  Cavanagh,  mnst  In  Feb.  8, 1864;  disch.  by  President's  proclama- 
tion. 

George  Conell,  mnst  In  March  26, 1864;  disoh.  July  14,1865,  at  exp. 
of  service. 

Andrew  Cronan,  mnst  In  Feb.  8, 1864;  dlsch.  M«y  18, 1865,  by  order  of 
War  Department. 

Edward  W.  Cruasman,  mnst  In  Feb.  8,  1864;  disch.  Jnly  20,  1865,  by 
order  of  War  Department;  died  June  25, 1870. 

OapL  Robirt  Oromman"*  Oomptmg  (fi). 

Austin  Gunlffee,  mnst  In  Feb.  8, 1864 ;  died  Dee.  23, 1864,  at  Annapolis, 
Md. 

Hiram  L.  Danforth,  must  in  March  26, 1864 ;  disch.  Jnly  14, 1865,  at 
exp.  of  service. 

William  11.  Dean,  iiiust  in  March  26, 1864;  died  Jan.  24, 1865,  at  &ilis- 
bury,  N.  C 

John  De  Forrest,  must  in  Feb.  8, 1864;  dlsch.  Jnly  14, 1866,  at  exp.  of 
eervlre. 

John  Denny,  must  in  Feb.  8, 1804;  disch.  March  0, 1865,  for  disability. 

Patrick  Dngan,  must.  In  March  96, 1864;  dlsch.  Jnly  25, 1805,  by  order 
of  War  Defiartment 

Mitchell  Dumar,  must  in  Feb.  8,  1864 ;  dlsch.  by  President's  proclama- 
tion. 

Arthnr  Durgin,  must,  in  Feb.  8, 1864;  disch.  by  President's  proclama* 
tb»n. 

Patrick  I.  Edgar,  must  in  Feb.  8, 1864 ;  killed  May  6, 1864,  at  Wilder- 
nees,  Va. 

Ell  Eldriilge,  mnst  In  Feb.  8, 1804 ;  diach.  Jnly  20, 1805,  by  order  of  War 
DefNirtment. 

Petor  Fngan,  must  in  Feb.  8,  1804;  trans.  Jan.  1,  1866,  to  Vet.  Res. 
Cor|ia. 

RicbanI  Faux,  must  In  Fob.  8, 1864;  dle<i  Jnne  3,  1864,  of  wounds  nt 
WaMhington,  D.  C. 

James  Francis,  must.  In  Feb.  8,  1804;  diach.  July  14,  1805,  at  exp.  of 
service. 

Lyman  R.  Francis,  must  in  Feb.  8, 1864;  dlsch.  Jan.  18, 1865,  for  dis- 
ability. 

Thonins  Gibbons,  Jr.,  must  in  Feb.  8, 1864;  dlsch.  by  President's  proc- 
lamation. 

Wlllism  I.  Gilbert,  must  in  Feb.  8, 1861;  dlsch.  July  14, 1865,  at  exp.  of 
service. 


HISTORY   OF   BRISTOL  COUNTY.  MASSACHUSETTS. 


Altrwl  I'lTncf,  luuit. 


0  fob.  I,  IM4 1  klll><l  lau*  :l,  1*M,  at  Ould 
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Wm  tXinuliniut;  dluJ  Aug,  i,  ISTI. 
lUnE.  UubiuhI,  nuM.  lu  Fob.  B,IIIMjdl<di.  Jal/14.  18U,iil  iip.u( 

Hrilci;  lUoJ  Jin.  IS,  IS7B. 
nuk  It.  UulculJ,  iniwl.  In  VA.  B,  I«Ml  dlHb.  Hiv  IS,  IMt,  br  unbr 

ol  War  D«luitiii«it. 
luindir  >lcK>.>,  iiiuil.  lu  Vol.  a,  iwi  idM.,  Jiilr  14,  !■«.  St  up.  b( 


u  II.  HcV 


LJul/li 


Qlrlviii  Hmlur,  Dut.  Id  r«b.  S,  IIH;  diHli.  Aii|.  la,  ISM,  hw  dlM- 

Ulltf. 
UJibBil  Hurjihjr,  innit.  lu  A])rll  HlhlM4;  dlKli.  Iij  Pnildwd  piiH'li- 

IliruT  ■'Wikgr,  niu.I,  In  Kcl..  8,  IIIM ;  ilia.1  |1M.  U,  1MI,  Hi  BUII1I11117, 

Juub  IHictiBr.  miiil.  Ill  t'uL,.  8, 1801 ;  dlinl  Juiii  i,  IKU,  ■!  (bid  lUrUir. 

VmieuialViHUin,  iuual.lu('El>,  H.IMti  dbvli.  Jnlf  II.IIHM.  IM  dim- 

irimniti  PurrcDt.  inuirf.  Ill  r.>l>.S,18Mi  dlKk.  llior  :a,  IMA,  by  nnltr  °r 

a,  niDiL  111  Msnli  W,  llint ;  ilWh.  Au|.  £1,  IBM.  (ur 


utiu  HuvliHI,  IMdi  dUeh.Julj  11, 1 w 

Kuuiy  TmlBut.  Ul  D  i  niuu.  In  tUnl.  io,  1H4 ;  iltath.  J»|}  It.  IM 

•tp.  irf  niTlct. 
Juliu  WMI^I»,ai.O;  DiuLlu  Hareti  ^  1M11 ;  iJIhIi.  July  I*.  IM 

J«lin  tlaj«.Cu.lI;HU>I.  la  AprlllS.UB4idlKU.Jitlr  11,  IDU.M 

ThuaHW  Kjitu,  tVi.  H  i  luiuL  In  Agirll  IS,  IMM ;  ilucli,  July  II.  IM 

JvlilitMuyUx,  (V>.Hi  uiual.lu  A]<rfl  Id,  IKMidiMk.  UinOiSI,  IMC 

diMlHJIly, 
William  WIh,  Oi.  II  |  uuiM.  lu  A|iill  IH,  IMti  Otwli.  l>y  fnM 

rirtYsima  ukaaAcaosKm  vohVtntMus. 

IIat>u,  U.nu. 

Juliu  jiulll,,  Cu.  V;  uiifl.  in  Pub.  2U.  l«»l :  JiKli.  b;  l>r«l.lrn|->  | 

Onat*  K.  Iimrburu,  Ob.  (1 ;  miiai.  In  Uanli  I,  MM ;  iniu.  Juur  I, 

b>  Mil.  Ii.Iuiiry. 
liwH  I'.  Tfuk.Uu.  1;  uiut  ill  A|h412,  IMHi  ltu>.  Juu>  l,IMV.(> 


k  U.Ww>dii>.n.O« 
,>|g>l>.uliwr>l». 


dlHblllly. 
PUrluk  (jBl|lBy,IIIUIl.lii  Vol.  H,ISOI;  dii 

TImulhy  qnluu,  muJil.  In  fxb,  «,  IBM ;  di 


,.  July  H 


IwnidP.  Ilnuh,  n>uit.liillin'hail,lllU;dlKb.July  It,  IMU.at  ni'> 

ot  ••rtioi. 
Iiln  B.  UuBudi,  mart  la  Fib. »,  IHM;  diKh.  lUy  Id,  IHS,  by  anlur  oT 

Wiir  Dapu-UiiiuL 
kbird  L.  8bflTD»u,  DKil.  Id  VA.  t,  ItM;  dM  Haitb  (8,  laU,  al 


MMi;dlli..4l.  Jul)  IMn 
UAaSAUItllSIOTH  ViJI.lIKTKKKa. 

;  ni.i>I.  lu  Uureb  £1,  liW.-i :  dMb.  lUy  S. 
>liiRbS4,l«a6^  dlKli.U-yM«U>,>l« 
Aprlll,IUfi;  dbEb,   »•)  £.  IMl,  al  •! 


1iui>iiiiK.a<iy,aHitlntUriaill,IM»j  dbcb.  Kay  S,  IMS.  ■■  n 
Manlliu  II.  Iwnanl,  ihoR.  lu  Ibnti  M,  I«W;  lUvk.  Mky  t,  IMt^  M 


In  Uvcb'ia,IMIt;abcb.Hiy  lt,lUI>,byanlDr 
1  r<ib.  H,  MUH;  illH-h.  Juui'  It,  laiU,  by  urdcr 


rb  !3,  lasS;  dl«b.  Uiy  ^  ISU,  uI  •< 
lu  A]>tl]  T,  IlibS ;  dbcli.  May  fi,  Iwi 
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J*roijreM  Sfetnn  Fire  Engine  Company,  No,  2. — House 
corner  PiirclinHc  Street  and  Meclinnic'8  Lane.  Engine 
1)uilt  l>y  the  SiLshy  M  ami  fact  n  ring  (Joni]iany,  Seneca 
FallH,  N.  Y. ;  capacity,  600  gallons  per  minute; 
weight  «)f  engine,  as  drawn  to  fires,  G800  pounds ; 
weight  of  hose-carriage,  with  1050  feet  Hoyd's  cotton 
hose,  2850  pounds;  put  in  commission  Sept.  4,  1879. 
(Company  organized  Oct.  27,  18(i0.  Charles  S.  Paisler, 
foreman;  John  Downey,  first  assistant;  John  H: 
Dollard,  second  assistant;  James  D.  Allen,  clerk. 

Oornelins  Howfnnd  Steam  Fire  Engine  Company,  No. 
4. — House  corner  Sixth  and  Bedford  Streets.  Engine 
built  by  the  Amoskcag  Manufacturing  Company, 
Manchester,  N.  H. ;  capacity,  fiOO  gallons  per  minute; 
weight  of  engine,  as  drawn  to  fires,  8550  pounds; 
weight  of  hose-carriage,  with  1050  feet  Boyd's  cotton 
hose,  28.')0  pounds;  put  into  service  Feb.  1,  1867. 
C/ompany  organized  Feb.  1,  1867.  Henry  A.  Gray, 
foreman;  l«>lgarS. (Jilbert,  firstaiwiMhmt;  Uenjamin  F. 
Jlinkley,  second  aKsislant;  William  A.  (libbs,  clerk. 

Zttrhariah  IliUman  Sftnm  Fire  Engine  (Jompany,  No. 
5. — House  corner  of  County  and  Hillman  Streets.  En- 
gine built  by  Messrs.  Clapp  &  Jones,  Hudson,  N.  Y. ; 
capacity,  500  gallons  per  minute  ;  weight  of  engine,  as 
drawn  to  fires,  7250  pounds;  weight  of  hose-carriage, 
with  1050  feet  Boyd's  cotton  hose,  2850  pounds ;  put 
into  service  Dec.  18,  1873.  Company  organized  Dec. 
13,  1873.  Robert  S.  Lawton,  foreman ;  William  T. 
King,  first  assistant;  Isaiah  H.  Wilcox,  second  assist- 
ant; O.  Frank  Bly,  clerk. 

I'Vederick  Mary  Steam  Fire  Engine  (hmpmiy.  No.  6. 
— House  on  Fourth  Street,  head  of  Potomska  Street. 
Engine  built  by  Amcxskeag  Manufacturing  Company, 
ManchesU»r,  N.  H. ;  capacity,  500  gallons  per  minute; 
weight  of  engine,  as  drawn  to  fires,  7100  pounds; 
weight  of  hose-cprriage,  with  1050  feet  Boyd's  cotton 
hose,  2850  pounds;  put  into  service  Nov.  1,  1882. 
Company  organized  Oct.  31, 1882.  George  W^.  Parker, 
foreman;  Herbert  B.  (Jardner,  first  sissistant;  Felix 
Cavenngh,  second  ussiHtant;  (5eorge  S.  Hoyt,  clerk. 

Franklin  JIohc  Company,  No.  1. — House  corner  of 
Purrhase  Street  and  Mechanic's  Lane.  Carriage  built 
by  the  Anioskeag  Manufacturing  Company,  Manches- 
ter, N.  II.;  weijrht  of  carriage  and  9tM)  feet  vulcanized 
rubber  hose,  271M>  pounds  ;  put  into  service  Jan.  1, 
1S72.  Company  organized  Dec.  31,  1871.  David  W. 
Howland,  forenian  ;  Daniel  H.  Burns,  first  assistant; 
ThoniJis  B.  Uowe,  second  assistant;  James  S.  Hatha- 
wav,  clerk. 


JHoneer  Hook  and  ladder  Company,  No.  1. — House 
c«)rner  Purchase  Street  and  Mechanic's  I^ane.  Car- 
riage built  by  Josepb  T.  Kyan,  of  Boston  ;  put  into 
commission  Aug.  4,  1877.  Lysander  W.  Davis,  fore- 
man; Charles  J.  Johnson,  first  assistant;  James  Con- 
way, second  assistant ;  Charles  E.  Pierce,  clerk. 

Ifancork  Engine  Company,  No.  9. — House  located  at 
Acuslinct.  Engine  built  by  John  Agnew,  of  Phila- 
delphia, in  1843.  Engine  removed  to  Acushnet  Jan. 
18, 1861,  and  a  company  was  organized  to  man  her  at 
that  time.  Company  organized  Dec.  14,  1878.  John 
A.  Russell,  foreman ;  George  W.  Bennett,  first  assist- 
ant; Israel  Peckham,  second  assistant;  Allen  Russell, 
Jr.,  clerk. 


New  Betiford 

Francis  T.  Akin. 
Gilbert  Allen, 
(lideon  Allen,  Jr. 
Edward  II.  Allen. 
Charles  Almy. 
William  B.  Anthony. 
Charles  A.  Case. 
Samuel  H.  Cook. 
R.  C.  P.  Coggeshall. 
John  H.  Denison. 
Henry  C.  Denison. 
Edwin  Dews. 
Hem  an  Ellis. 
Edward  R.  Gardner. 
H.  A.  Giflbrd,  Jr. 
George  R.  Gray. 
Charles  A.  Gray. 
A.  W.  Hadley. 
Jonathan  Handy. 
Charles  M.  Haskell. 
Charles  B.  Hillman. 
Ezra  Holmes. 
John  J.  Howland. 
Charles  M.  Hussey. 
G.  D.  Kingman. 


Protecting  Society. 

Charles  S.  Kelley. 
Thomas  H.  Knowles. 
Charles  H.  Lawton. 
]!»mund  F.  Maxficld. 
George  F.  Parlow. 
Arthur  E.  Perry. 
Edward  T.  Pierce. 
William  F.  Potter. 
Charles  W.  Plummer. 
William  F.  Reed. 
Wm.  A.  Robinson,  Jr. 
Morgan  Rotch. 
Gardner  T.  San  ford. 
R.  W.  Swift. 
William  T.  Swift. 
Leander  H.  Swift. 
Charles  M.  Taber. 
Henry  J.  Taylor. 
Joseph  Tillinghast. 
Alfred  G.  Wilbor. 
William  H.  Willis. 
Alfred  Wilson. 
Thomas  G.  Wing. 
Horace  Wood. 
William  O.  Woodman. 


The  present  officers  of  the  department  are  as  fol- 
lows: Chief  Engineer,  Frederick  Macy;  First  Assist- 
ant Engineer,  Michael  F.  Kennedy;  Second  Assist- 
ant Engineer,  Loring  T.  Parlow;  Third  Assistant 
Engineer,  Pliny  B.  Sherman ;  Fourth  Assistant  En- 
gineer, Augustus  A.  Wood;  Clerk  of  Board  of  En- 
'  gineers,  Luther  G.  Hewins,  Jr. 


t,    KiatATA. 


MsUtiS.  ifaiittoKnirii.— Ili.TpUru  uuiiMa  lunwl  ilic  |inuli>t  lh<i 
lwi*r  poriktB  urtlM  aj|i)i  ruruliliHl  Inr  IliJ*  Iwuk  umucuuiilflrdbUiicB 
ttvoi  tlia  (irui,  wlikli  luiut  teiie  u  wy  niulngy  b>r  iiijr  ■min  whlcli 

P>(aSl,IIut3l  fnni  tuf,  tor '•iaianaf  rati' ttlll^^' imam  Svrmi 
Vat*  III  •tond  lancnii^i.  ibuuJd  nml,  ■■  Umi,  bi>uu<l  VaUa  «r 

ullT*  uf  BriiHul,  K.  I.,  boru  S>'|.|  lb,  IIAU.-ll.*  (au  ul  NaltiaHlsl 

S4nh  FhIh,— Aud  1  (ndiuM  of  lUmrd  Uulvonlly  lu  ITTl,"  MD. 
P>CC  M,  llM  a  rrom  UlUmor  fliil  ojlanu,  ftic  •'ymndi  V/mnl,'  i 

-  Fnui««  Wood." 
PuK  a^  -CliarlH  lloliiuK-  alKiiilJ  iwul  "  Chatlai  J.  Ilelun." 
1-iK.  ta,  >iilk  lli»  rnini  I'olluiH,  "Tluiilljiili"  Itufim  •IiuhM  Lw 

"Hi)dt)ili"Ui>]'1l<*. 
Pttt  Sm,  «l|bUaulli  liua  frL>m  lo|i, "  StmuwuV  ilwuld  mad  ■ 


in  r,  fait." 


■■•C*  tli,  Uui  B  rrom  lgp,  ftir  "  Wkki"  ivnd  -  H 
P*4{s  iU,  lln*  in  (nun  tap,  lu  "  Auilgni"  nad  ■■ 
I'lgi  lis,  lint  llg.  ur  iBtti]'.  I^r  -  ohMi.Iir"  n 
Vftn  ia,  ululli  llu*  rnui  bullQui,  fur  ■<  Prin"  r 


';  lort  wluMii,  fet  -"niltlirui 


l^«a4U,Ili«iS;i,  fir  "1U«ik"  t.«»l"iHUi>I"i  Uu*  at,  br  ~OnnV* 
Iwl'-Umt." 

hiC><tl.  Iln(2u.(ii[''<iiu>a"rw>l"(ln«")  Uilnl  lliii,  hu' " Ihulir" 
md  "  llHf  Icy." 

!'*«■  <U,  iMl  lliw.  Ibr  "bHrtm  n*ld"  niul '-  mlnlui  flild." 

fucx  im,  IIhk  Mi,  rur  "nulior"  mtd  ■rmsr.-' 

I'M"  4UMII4  IT,bir"lldll Hul-lUli>ii-'i  llua  ti,  rufj^ida- 

■■KfiUI,  lloale  tmu  t>ittimi,liH"'lluall>ld"rH4'>U*dntM." 

1Vb>  4M,  Una  ICI,  bt "  •aliMkb'"  IH<1  -  atathUr  ■ 

n^iUI,  liiM  !>,  lur  "  C-niiikaii"  mill  -  Urwliai")  UiuS,  aMaiKl  ndnwB, 
fur  ■  naynuH-  iwd  -Kliicipaii-'i  Una  Id,  tw  "Ur.  DaHtuila  ViMk 
aiuii>"nail"Hr.  KiutaiHii  and  rnnk  Sl.aii")  UuaM,  br  ■' W.  U.  Ua- 
Unin"  rwl "  W,  O,  Wi[,tun." 

pHia  4M,  Ilin  It,  fur"  l<Hrinn"  nad  -Kluiinu."  xui  fat  •elalu" 

aduwn,  ll»*  I&.  I^r  ■'  ¥  M.  (kil«l"  twd  -IT,  W.  Iiaiui," 

IH*  £14.  >>i  burili  Una  ul  uutii  ul  Iwtlvui  uT  am  culawn,  II  iliaBM 
iwd,  "II  waa  ucdorad  Iv  I'liniuulk  Cuntl  uba  wlltilii  Iha  JaMadlcttoa 
of  tliat  luarii  unlll  It  aliould  Iw  ln»r|«nl*J.    'JuIjf  (.ITSl,  lit*  lu»o 

I'Bita  61».  lliHi  M,  tit  "  |ini||nillur"  mul  ■  |iru|nliilHr," 

nuOM  Una  M,  br'  UUl"  nul  ■ttul." 

tSi(a  (M,  Una  M,  rawl "  munlua  euaumni,  IM,  iiy  OvUIbii  PUIa,  an 


i"™id"J«oia«W,  Culilj." 

■aTan>1>"i    Una  K1,  br  "Tlimuu  Tillalrown"  Mid 


iH,br"llfillr"  niad''Ugil.y"i  Una 
n-a"  taad  "Itogtwn^"^  Una  ZS,  br 
t..un.bl)r"  rcfcl  "vul.  -lu  i»rll,"; 


l-ii|a  Ml, "  Umual  Itwltdi"  raad  '  ItmilcV." 
llie  MH,  lint  Una,  br  -JaraulaU"  nad  -; 
"  lllnglniiu"  ruiul  "  IIHgIuiih." 
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